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ABSTRACT 

HETHODISB ='.: l'J l"lEHFOLJl'TD LAf,TD 18 55-1884 

by Naboth Winsor . 

This study is an attempt to understand the gro\·rth 

and nature of TTev!foundland lfethodism during the period 

1855 to 1884. In 1855 the Fewfoundland District of the 

English ~·Jesleyan Hethodist Church becar.1e a district of the 

newly-formed Conference of the ~Jesleyan liethodi st Church 

in Eastern British America . By 1884 when a union o:f :four 

branches of Hethodism in Canada formed the Hethodist Church, 

with ten conferences, one of which was the Newfoundland Con

ference organized in 1874, Methodism in Newfoundland was 

well established and encircled the whole island~ 

Hethodism , which had its beginning in an environ

ment conducive to its birth, and developed a discipline 

essential to its growth , under the dynamic leadership and 

control of its :founder, John Wesley , a priest o:f the 

Established Church of England , 1vas planted in Ne\vfoundland 

in 1765. 

By 1855 there were in Newfoundland .fourteen stations, 

a membership of 2,586, and approximately 18,500 persons -

sixteen per cent of the population - who Here 1·Iethodists . 

Because :from 1855 to 1884 the Methodists increased 

in a .far greater proportion than the population, a :factual 

and to some measure, detailed account is given u:f the 

location, extent and nature of the growth, which would not 

have been possible without the :features of Methodism next 



described. 

The Church and education in ~ewfoundland being close

ly interwoven, a short survey is given of the role in educat

ion played by the Methodists . 

As knowledge of the Newfoundland environment is re

quired in order to understa~d Methodism's growth , a very brief 

outline history of the other Communions, and of the political, 

economic and social conditions is included. 

Finally , with due regard to the religious and secular 

setting of the period, an assessment of Methodism's contribut

ion is attempted. 



This thesis has been examined and approved by 



PREFACE 

A complete history of Methodism in Newfoundland 

covering the period under review has not been written. The 

Rev. William Wilson in his book Newfoundland and Its Mission

aries, and G. G. Findlay and w. W. Holdsworth in their work 

based on the records of the Wesleyan Missionary Society, 

give an account of its beginning, stations, ministers and 

organization. The Revs. C. Lench and W. E. Mercer have 

written about particular churches and areas. The official 

records of the District and the Minutes of the Conference 

of Eastern British America and the Newfoundland Conference 

have information of the business transacted by these courts, 

and of the work of their various committees. They contain 

also, the annual Pastoral Addresses which reveal the 

emphases of Methodism throughout the period. The Provincial 

Wesleyan, the official organ of the two conferences, carries 

accounts of events on individual stations, and of their 

annual meetings. The local newspapers have reports of 

routine and special church activities, and editorials and 

letters regarding issues, especially the educational and 

political, in which the Methodists were involved. Also, the 

Master's theses of Jacob Parsons and H. A. Batstone on 

Methodism have been found helpful to this study, as have 

the other Master's theses acknowledged. 

The part played by the Methodist Church in Newfound

land must be seen in relation to the other churches in the 
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island; no thorough history of any of these churches is 

available. Also, no work even of a minor nature has been 

done on Newfoundland Methodism and politics. A writer on 

the subject of this thesis must try to understand the en

vironment in which the Methodist Church in Newfoundland 

was working, and at all times remember that she was one 

among other churches which were trying to meet the moral 

and spiritual needs of the period. While in some respects 

her worship, discipline, and doctrinal emphases were diff

erent from that of the two other large communions, basically 

the goal was the same, the raising or the moral standards 

and the enrichment or the spiritual life of the people. 

The difficulties encountered in this study would 

have been much greater without the cooperation and help of 

many persons to whom the writer expresses thanks, among 

whom are: Dr. Leslie Harris, Dean o:f Arts and Science, 

and former Head o:f the Department of History, Memorial 

University o:f Newfoundland, under whose thorough supervision 

this work was done; the starr or Memorial University Library, 

especially Miss Agnes O'Dea or the Newfoundland Room who 

provided much information regarding relevant sources; to 

the staff of Mount Allison University Library, Sackville, 

New Brunswick, the Gosling Memorial Library and of the 

Provincial Archives, St. John's, Newfoundland. Thanks are 

due also to Principal George Earle, Queen's College, St. 

John's, Newfoundland, :for so kindly making available the 

records o:f the Society for the Propagation o:f the Gospel; 
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to the officials and staff of the Diocesan Synod Office, 

The Anglican Church of Canada, St. John's, Newfoundland, 

for use of Synod and other records; to Monsignor O'Keefe, 

Roman Catholic Archivist, St. John's, Newfoundland, and 

Monsignor O'Brien of the Harbour Grace Parish, who so 

graciously gave historical publications and helprul inform

ation regarding their church; and to Mr. Walter F. Butt, 

Archivist of the Newfoundland Conference of the United 

Church of Canada, for his help so gladly given at all times. 

The writer is indebted and expresses thanks to the 

officials of the George Street Pastoral Charge of the 

United Church of Canada, St. John's, Newfoundland, who so 

willingly granted him permission to undertake a graduate 

studies program while serving as their minister, and for 

other help received. 

To Memorial University of Newfoundland and the 

Board of Colleges, The United Church of Canada, Toronto, 

Canada, the writer is indebted and grateful for financial 

assistance to help meet the cost of the program. Thanks are 

expressed also to many others who in various ways encouraged 

and helped in this study. 

v 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

PREFACE . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AHD EXFLANATIOl\TS .. . 
Chapter 

One Iv'.LETHODISH : A BRIEF DESCRIPTION • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

Two THE BEGIJ'TI\JIT--TG AND ORGA""TIZATION OF ME THODISM 

iii 

ix 

l 

I N iJEWFOUND LA 1\TD • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 15 

The Pre-organization Period 
The Concerns and Growth of' the l':rew:found1and 

District 1815 - 1855 
' The Organization of' the Eastern British 

America Conf'erence , 1855 
The Formation o:f the l"Tewf'oundland Conf'er

ence 1874, and Church Unions 
Important Funds and Societies 1tli thin the 

District and the Conference 

Three 1\TE\rlFOUT'-TDLAND METHODISH : ITS GROWTH AND CIII.ti:F 
FEATURES 18 55 - 1884 • • • • • • • • • • • • 36 

Four 

' St. John 1 s and Vicinity 
Conception Bay 
Trinity Bay 
Bonavista Bay 

~ Notre Dame Bay and the French Shore 
Placentia and Fortune Bays and the South-west 

Coast 
St. Pierre 
Labrador 
l· eans of' Grace 

~Sabbath Schools 
Sabbath Observance 
~ ersonal Religion and Its Enemies 
l1usic and Socials 
Missionary Meetings and Temperance 

EDUCATION UNDER THE 1:11ETHODIST CHURCH • 

vi 

• • • 77 



Five THE E11TVIR0 1\Tl'-fE""TT OF T'JEVJFOIDJDLAND HETHOD I SM 

' Economic and Industrial Conditions 
' Social and Noral Con_di tions 
' 1'-'leth odism a-nd Politics 

• • 

The Roman Cath olic Church in New~oundland 
1784 to 1884 

The Church of England in Newfou-ndland 
1765 to 1884 

The Congregational and P resbyterian 
Churches in Newfoundland 

' S i x REASONS FOR THE GROt·JTH OF lv.!ETHODISH IN 
T'TEWFO UND LA 1\TD • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The Shortage of ~linisters 
Location of First 1·leth odist S t a tions 
Higration o.f Meth odists 
The Invitation o.f Methodists 
The Organization o.f Methodism 

• • • 

The Services o.f S choolmasters, Local P reach-
ers and Lay Agents 

The Services o.f Laymen 
The Accep tance a n d Use of P robationers 
Revivals 
The Training o.f Children 
Psychological and Sociological Reasons 
Methodist Doctrines, P reaching and Worship 

92 

129 

S even AN ASSESSlffi11TT OF :VlETHOD I SH I N l'T_EI.rlFOUNDLAND • 171 

APPENDIX 

A. An Act Relating to the Wesleyan Methodists 
in this Colony (18 58 ) • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 80 

B. An Act Relating to the Wesleyan Methodists 
of this Colony (1875) • • • • • • • • • • • • 182 

C. A Petition from the Right Reverend ~lichael 
Anthony Fleming • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 187 

D. Census S tatistics • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 189 

E . Church Nembership and Sabbath S chool 
Statistics • • • • • • • • •••••• • • • 194 

F .. Ministers Received and Ordained 1 875 
1884 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201 

vii 



G. Methodist ~ducation Statistics • • • • • • • 

H. 

I. 

J. 

Statistics on Settlements and Churches 
1857 and 1884 • • • • • • ••••••• 

District and Conference Funds • • • . . 
Naps Showing Location of' Parishes and 
Stations • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

K. Facsimiles of' Class b eeting Tickets Used 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

203 

204 

205 

206 

in 1\Tewf'oundland • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 209 

BIBLIOGRAPHY • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 210 

viii 



ABBREVIATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

E . B .. A. Eastern British Ame~ica 

S . P . G. Society :for the Propagation o:f the Gos.pel 

District M~nute ffook in the :footnotes is a short :form :for 
The Minute Book o:f tha Naw:foULndLand District o:f the English 
Hesleyan Mathodist Church. 

In the early years of Methodism in Newfoundland, a number 
o:f people and se-ttlements_ s.erved by one minis.ter \vas called 
a 1 s.tation 1 , later 'circuit 1 or ' Mission 1 • The word 1 station 1 

is used mos.tly :for the period prior to. 1855. 

The Church o:f England was called Protestant Episcopal in 
the census o:f 1836 and 1845, and i .s so called in some 
instances in this work. She had both parishes and missions, 
but the word'parish' is use.d in most instances when re:ferr
ing to one or the other. 

In some s-ources used, the words 'class me-eting' , 'love 
:feasts 1 and others are hy...;phenaten. Both :forms are us.e.d 
depending in most instances on the source being :followed. 
Also, the spelling o:f place names varies according to the 
source. 

In some instances where the :factual information, especially 
statistical information is taken :from the o:f:ficial church 
re:cords and the census records, acknowledgement of source 
is not made in the :footnotes, as such information is :found 
in the AppendicBs where tha source is given. 

ix 



Chapter One 

Hethodism: A Brief' Description 

"Rel.igion ••• is no isolated department o:f li:fe, and 

as a consequence the various :forms it assumes are profoundly 

a:f:fected by the surroundings in which they arise and have 

their development . 11~ The Methodism which was brought to 'f'Tew

:foundland in 1765 arose and developed in the particular and 

peculiar conditions o:f eighteenth century England . The dis

cipline and practice developed there to suit those conditions 

v-1ere translated to :rew:foundland where society , i:f not anal

agous to that which gave Methodism birth, was at least in some 

respects, congenial to the new movement . 

The political and industrial revolutions o:f the eigh

teenth century are the subject o:f a vast literature2 with 

which a work o:f this sort cannot deal . Suf fice it, therefore , 

to say that the social upheaval coincident with revolutionary 

changes in the economic and political structure of society 

created a new class within a new cultural milieu, to many o:f 

1 L. E . Elliott- Binns , The Early Evangelicals(London: 
The Lutterworth Press, 1953), p . ll . 

2The author has had particular reference to: 
M. Ashley, England in the Seventeenth Century(l603- l714), 
London: Cox & Wyman , Ltd., 1961 . 
J . H. Plumb, England in the Eighteenth Century(Penguin Books 
Ltd., Harmondsworth, Middlesex , 1950) 
G. M. Trevelyan, En lish Social Histor : A Surve o:f Six Cen
turies , Chaucer to Victoria ~ondon: Longman's, Green and 
Company , Inc . , 1942) 
Basil Williams, The ~vhig Supremacy 1714-1760 (Oxford: The 
Claredon Press, 1939) 
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whom the old church organization seemed irrelevant and to 

whom the preaching and teaching of the Wesleys , of Whitfield, 

and of others similarly persuaded had great appeal. 

j The alleged irrelevance of the Church might indeed be 

regarded as the central issue engaging the attention of the 

early Methodists . . .Admittedly they were concerned vli th the 

more brutal and degradi~g aspects of the eighteenth century 

life but they were also concerned with problems of a theolog

ical nature7 For example, as a consequence of the disabili

ties imposed upon Dissenters by the Claredon Code, one-fifth 

of the clergy left the Church, and the redefinition of the 

Church's relationship to Puritanism meant that "from hence

forth they were to be two separate bodies each teaching what it . 

believed to be true, each trying to justify its existence by 

the influence it gained over men."3 The Church thus weakened, 

was weakened still further by the \vi thdrawal of seven or 

eight bishops and 400 clergy, who did so rather than take the 

oath of allegiance to William and Mary who came to the Throne 

in 1688. 

This robbed it of a number of high-minded bishops and 
lesser clergy, men such as Archbishop Bancroft and Bishop 
Ken . Their withdrawal lowered the Church's prestige, es-· 
pecially in the matter of learning, for many of them were 
distinguished scholars •••• 4 

Additional sources of weakness claimed by many observ

ers were a kind of worship that had become little more than a 

lifeless formality, the low ebb which preaching had reached, 

the inefficiency and the laxity of the clergy in carrying out 

3H.O. Wakeham, The Church and the Puritans(London: 
Longmans, GreeT' & Company, 1902), p.-201. 

4Elliott-Binns, op.cit., p.98 
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~their duties, the enjoyment o:f some bishops o:f benefits de

riving :from pluralism and non-residence, and the non-observ

ance o:f the Sabbath . While it is clear :from the evidence that 

not all clergy and bishops were unfitted :for or neglected 

their duties, the malaise within the Church was 1.videspread 

and was in no sense lessened by the prevailing theological 

doctrine or teaching o:f Latitudinarianism, which stressed mod

eration and reason, and deprecated enthusiasm. Indeed, as 

John Wesley saw it, the Church's weakness was largely the 

weakness o:f this widely accepted doctrine. 

The weakness o:f Latitudinarianism lay in the fact that it 
appealed too exclusively to the head and too little to 
the heart and conscience. Adapting itself to the prevail
ing :formalism o:f manners and taste, falling in \vi th strong 
reaction against excitement and party spirit, it sub
stituted in religion a reasonableness of intellectual con
ception :for the intimate union o:f the soul t~th God. It 
removed God away :from the human heart to enthrone him 
among the clouds and snovr of an intellectual Olympus . 5 

It was a reaction to Latitudinarianism that created in the 

lower classes, who cared little for moderation and reason, a 

receptivity for preaching which stirred the emotions and 

stressed the worth of every man to God . Factory hands, miners 

and others, neglected by a lethargic clergy yearned to find 

within the Church the friendliness and warmth such as small 

groups could provide, and such as Hethodism o:f:fered. Into this 

situation c ame John Wesley, a priest o:f the Church o:f England, 

a man with spiritual experience, the quality of leadership, 

and a genius for organization. 

_o_p_.~c~l-·t __ .~ p. 428. 
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John \·lesley who was born in 1703 was ordained a priest 

i n 1728 . Prior to 1735 when he went out to Georgia as a miss

ionary o~ the Society ~or the Propagation of the Gospel, he 

had served as assistant to his father in the Epworth parish, 

and as lecturer in Greek at Lincoln College where he joined a 

club whose members were called 'methodists'. He returned 

from Georgia on Feb.l, 1738 and a few days later together with 

his brother Charles and some Horavians, organized a society 

for their spiritual welfare. On the even ing of May 24th. of 

that year while attending a meeting of the society, he had an 

experience which he describes thus: 

In the evening I went unwillingly to a society in Alders
gate Street, where one was reading Luther's P re~ace to 
the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter to nine, while 
he was describing the change which God works in the heart 
through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. 
I ~elt I did trust Christ, Christ alone, for salvation: 
an assurance was given me, that he had taken a1vay my sins, 
even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death. 6 

After that experience he embarked upon a course o~ action 

which led t o the birth of Hethodism and later to the estab

lishment o~ the Methodist Church. 

Methodism was marked by a Disciplin e, included in 

which for the members edification and 'growth in grace' were 

Societies, Classes, Prayer Meetin gs, Love Feasts, Watch Night 

Services and Covenant Services. The administrative organiza

tion s were Circuits, Districts and Conferences. 

The heart a n d strength of the Methodist movement were 

6The Journal of the Rev. John VJesle , H. A., 4 Vols. 
(London: ~'iesleyan Conference Office, l , Vol. I, p. 97. 
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the societies, often referred to as the United Societies. Of 

those who sought membership, one condition only was required, 

•a desire to flee from the wrath to come'. If they wished 

to continue in the society, three things were expected of 

them: nl. forsaking all evil; 2. doing all possible good; 3. 

attending upon the ordinances of religion, including the sac

rament of the Lord's Supper." Stewards were appointed to look 

after the temporal affairs of the societies. 

The societies were divided into classes of about 

twelve persons each. The purpose of the classes was to give 

members an opportunity to pray together, to receive the word 

of exhortation from the leader, to relate to one another their 

Christian experience, to watch over one another in love, and 

to help one another in working out their salvation. The 

leader was to conduct the meetings and to see each member at 

least once a week for the purpose of inquiring as to how -his 

soul prospered, to advise, reprove, comfort and exhort as the 

occasion required, and to receive what he was willing to give 

towards the support of the minister, the church and the poor. 

A ticket which was issued quarterly to each member was a 

testimonial of character and certification of membership, 

and was required for admission to a love feast and to the 
8 Sacrament o.f the Lord's Supper . 

In addition to their attending meetings of the class 

and of the society, Methodists met on other occasions to pray. 

7Richard Green, The Mission of Methodism (London: 
t·Jesleya~ Nethodist Bookroom, 1890), p. 48. 

~ person who was not a member of a class could be 
admitted to a love feast once without a ticket. 
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These meetings, called prayer meetings, were held in private 

homes, schoolhouses or church buildings. They have been de

scribed as being very useful "in affording young men, of 

piety and promising abilities, an opportunity of exercising 

their gi:fts in prayer and exhortation."9 

The love feast, a Horavian ordinance which t.Vesley 

adopted, "was a combinatio:r o:f singing, conversing, and ex

cha~ging religious experiences •••• The meal generally con-
lO 

sisted of rye-bread al1d water." Most of the societies held 

love feasts quarterly. Early in the nineteenth century they 

were described as being, "generally very agreeable, edifying, 

and refreshing seasons," and as tending "to promote piety, 
ll 

mutual affection and zeal~' 

The vatch night service which Wesley regarded as a 

re-introduction of the vigils of the primitive church, at 

first were held monthly, but later annually on New Year's 

Eve . At these services: 

One or more sermons, with hymns and prayers occupy the 
last hours of the year till a few minutes before mid
night; the assemblies then bow in silent prayer till 
the clock strikes the hour before the end of the old 
year and the advent of the new; when rising with a song 
of praise or a covenant hymn, they disperse quietly to 
their homes. l2 

The first covenant service was held in the autumn of 

1~55, but Wesley realized quickly that it l.vas very appropriate 

9J. Crowther, A Portraiture of Methodism(London: 
Richard1~wffds, 1815), p. 267. 

Ibid., p. 283. 
12Abel Stevens, Histor~ of Methodism, 3 Vols . (New 

York: Carlton and Porter , 18 2), Vol. ll. p. 457. 
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for his people to renew their vows to God at the beginning 

of each new year. The first part of the service dwelt upon 

the necessity of members being faithful to their vows; the 

second part was the solemn taking of the covenant. Up to 

the time of the first printed order in 1780: 

He had always asked the congregation to express its 
assent to the covenant by standing; in the first print-
ed order, however, he insisted ••• that the covenant should 
be signed. In latter years the service was always fol
lowed by Holy Communion. 13 

In 1785, Wesley aware of the value of children being 

able to read the Scriptures, advised his followers to estab

lish Sunday schools, for the purpose, among others, of teach

ing children to read. In the Sunday schools, in addition to 

their being taught to read, children learned hymns, memorised 

portions of Scripture, and received instruction about and were 

urged to live, the 'good life' as revealed in the Bible. 

These schools were centres of Christian training and nurseries 

for future church members and workers. 

vfuile these organizations for the edification and spir

itual nurture of Methodists and their children contributed 

greatly to the growth of Nethodism, lay-preachers were also 

very important and were largely responsible for that growth 

for nearly one hundred years. They preached not only in 

chapels, but also in fields and gardens, in streets and 
14 

lecture-rooms, in market-places and churchyards. Where-

1 3Horton Davies, Worshi and Theolo in En land from 
\va~ts and Wesle to Maurice 1 90-1 0 Princeton, New .Jersey: 
Pr~ncet~~ University Press, 9 1 , p. 192r 

W.E . H. Lecky, A History of England in the Eighteenth 
C~ntury, 5 Vols. (London: Longman's, Green and Company, l92l, 
f~rst published in 1892), Vol. 11, p . 558. 

/ 
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ever Nethodism v1as established, laymen conducted services of 

worship. 

Wesley and his followers saw the need of organizations 

for administrative · purposes. Circuits were set up in which 

there were several preachers under the supervision of a super

intendent. A number of circuits comprised a district. At the 

district meetings, the preachers dealt with the matters per

taining to the circuits, and appointed a committee to plan 

the sta tioning of ministers. The decisions were made final 

until the next meeting of Conference, to which they had to be 

presented by the district chairman. 

The conference organized to hold property and to exer

cise pastoral authority, consisted at first of all the preach

ers. Laymen were permitted to serve on all the important 

committees of conference after lb61, but were not admitted as 

members of conference until 1877. In England the conference 

has remained the governing and policy making body, but in Brit

ish North America some of these functions were taken over by 

the General Confere~ce consisting of delegates chosen by the 

six regional conferences.1 5 

Very early in Methodism the question arose regarding 

t he ownership of and the right to use, chapels. Wesley drew 

up a plan for 'the settling of a chapel'. 

The settling of a chapel on what is called the conference 
plan amounts to nothing more than this, that the chapel 
shall not be the private property of the trustees; and 
that if any of the trustees should change their senti
ments, or from any other cause should be inclined to give 

1 5see chapter two, Pe 26. 
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the occupation of the chapel to sone other party of pro
fessors of religion, they shall not have the power to do 
so. The conferences have never attempted to get any 
chapels made over to them, only to secure it in perpe
tuity for the purpose for vrhich it was built.l6 

Wesley was concerned that in his chapels, the doctrines 

of l.J.ethodism only be preached. He, an Anglican priest who re

mained one until his death, accepted as the basic doctrines 

of his movement , the Thirty-nine Articles of Reli gion of the 

Established Church. H01.-rever, he stressed at least three doc

trines nwhich peculiarly characterize the movement and in 

which the genius of r ethodism most fully revealed itself."l7 

They were the Universality of the Atonement; the Witness of 

the Spirit or Divine Assurance; and Christian Perfection: the 

latter was also called Entire Sanctification, Scriptural 

Holiness, and Perfect Love . 

The heart of the doctrine of the Universality of the 

Atonement is the 'grace of God ', that is, the mercy and love 

of God revealed in His Son , Jesus Christ who lived a perfect 

human life, suffered and died, and was victorious over death. 

He by his life, death and resurrection enables man to be 'at 

one' with God . 1~- an with faith in that mercy and in the ef

ficacy of that sacrifice, acknowledges his sins, seeks for 

giveness, and experiences reconciliation. 

The doctrine of Assurance on \•Thich \Alesley changed his 

16 
17Wesley•s Journal, Vol. IV, p. 308. 

W. P . Macvey, The Genius of Methodism: A Sociological 
Interpreta tion (Cinci:n..nati: Jennings and Pye , 1908), p. 309. 
E l8Eric Baker ~ The Faith of a Methodist (London: The 

pworth Press, 1958;, p. 84 
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views in his latter years, can be defined concisely as, the 

absolute_ certai~ty- that one's sins are forgiven. At first, 

wesley preached that if one did not have this certainty, he 

vias not forgiven; later, that this certainty "should never be 

regarded as a test of the validity of a man's faith or his 

acceptance by God."19 

Wesley, wishing his followers to have a true under~ 

sta~ding of what he meant by Christian Perfection , gave this 

definition: "1. Loving God with all our heart •••• 2. A heart 

and life all devoted to God ••.•• 3. Regaining the whole image 

of God •••• 4. Having all the mind that vias in Christ." 

Nethodists in their '\vorship sang often this doctrine, as ex

pressed in one of Charles \•lesley' s hymns. 

0 grant that nothing in my soul 
May dwell, but thy pure love alone: 

0 may thy love possess ~e whole, 
l·1y joy , my treasure, and my crown: 

Strange flames far from my heart remove; 
11y every act, word, thought , be love. 21 

Worship in l~ethodism '\vas not confined to the Sunday 

services. While Hesley hoped to combine in Hethodist worship 

the best parts of the Anglican and _ron-conformist traditions, 

he found that as his movement grew that it was taking on the 

features of the latter. It came to be characterized by "••• 

warmth, spontaneity, intimacy, and even the informality of a 

gathering of friends, or a collection of families well kno'\m 

to the other.n22 Its main features, hymns, prayers and preach-

lation 

19Ibid. p. 22 
20Wesley's Journal, Vol . 111, p . 351. 
21Methodist Hymn and Tune Book, Hymn ro . 
~~ a hymn by Paul Gerhardt, 1606-1676. 

Davies, op. cit. p. 27. 

570. His trans-
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ing, were somewhat different from those of the ~stablished 

church. 

The hymns of Methodism were one of the chief reasons 

for its popular appeal, and were among the most potent forces 

for its growth. They have been described as "··· rich treas

ures of gospel truth and Christian experience ••• and a liturgy 

and co~fession of faith, promoting the spirit of devotion, and 

of soundness in doctrine.n23The worshippers in the singing of 

the hymns expressed their love for Christ, the blessings of 

salvation, their assurance, and their glorious hope of eternal 

life. 

As ~ ethodism gre-vr, free or spo taneous prayers -vrere 

used in its \vorship. A lover of liturgy as he was, vlesley 

slowly and relucta tly accepted the use of free prayer . He 

came to see that "··· both set and free prayers had their 

advantages, the former for u ity and cathol~city, the latter 

for simplicity and spontaneity, and refused to make a choice 

between them when none was necessary."24 

At the first conference in 1744 a four-fold ideal of 

preaching was set forth and accepted, which was to invite, to 

convince, to offer Christ, and to build up. The main thenes 

of the preachers were the dreadfulness of sin, the certainty 

of death, the fate of the sinner, the cost of redemption, the 

new birth, and the glories of heaven. hald-vryn Edwards says 

2~Nethodist Hymn and Tune Book, p. viii. 
2 Davies, op. cit., p . 194 
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that, "The driving :force behind the preachers, as with the 

first a postles was personal experience: they testified to 

-vlhat they themselves had known; 2 5that is, vrhat they had knovm 

of the forgiving, redeeming love of God, as experienced in 

the new birth. 

The two sacraments observed in Methodism were Baptism 

and the Lord's Supper~ The beliefs of Methodists regarding 

the former w·ere the same as those of ltlesley, 1-vho i n r a short 

discours~on baptismt said that the sacrament bestows ines

timable ben efits, including the washing away of the original 

sin of the recipient, and his being made a member of the 

church, whereby he is engra:fted into Christ. 26wesley believed 

also, as did his followers that although a child is born again 

in baptism, yet he can become a sinner a:fter, and will need 

the new birth to obtain salvation; and that adults can ac

cept baptism and not experience rebirth thereby, but continue 

to be servants of sin. 

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper in Methodism was 

held to be ordained of God as a means of receiving His grace, 

and was to be observed by all who felt the need of this grace. 

All members of' the societies vi ere allowed to attend the Lord's 

Supper, and were urged to do so; but to be admitted they had 

to show their class tickets. Persons who were not members of' 

a class ucould apply for a note of admission to the sacrament, 

2 5rbid., p. 24. 
26Frederick Hockin, John Wesley and Modern Methodism 

(London: Rivingtons, 1887), p. 84. 
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but these tickets while renewable quarterly, were not 

supposed to be continued inde:finitely."27 The conference 

of l87b ruled that persons who did not want to belong to a 

class, could be received as members o:f the church at public 

worship on the Lord's Day, and be permitted to receive the 

sacrament. 

Methodism, '\vhose founder said 1 the world is my parish 1 

had a missionary emphasis from its very beginning. Wesley vis

ited for the first time, Ireland in 1747 and Scotland in 1751, 

and made altogether, twenty-one visits to the former2~nd twenty

two to the latter, 2~nd sent prea chers to both. In 1760 he 

sent two preachers to the West Indies and in 1769, two to the 

American Colonies, from which two were sent to Nova Scotia in 

1785, the same year he sent John McGeary to Jewfoundland. 

Lawrence Coughlan, one o:f Wesley's preachers, who without seek

ing his permission requested to be and was ordained by Erasmus, 

a Greek bishop,30and who was forbidden by Wesley to continue 

as one o:f his preachers, introduced Methodism to rewfoundland 

in l765. 31coughlan served in the colony from 1765 to 1772, and 

27John C. Bo\vmer, The Lord's Supper in Jvlethodism, 
1791-1960 (London: The Bpworth Press, 1961), p. 25. 

28\v . H. Fitchett, Hesley and His Century (Toronto: 
William Briggs, 1908), p.259. 

29Ibid., p. 244. 
30There has been some doubt as to his being a bishop 

Of the Greek Orthodox Church. ( See A.B. Lawson: John vJesleS 
and the Christian h inistry (London: S .F.C.K., 1963), pp.ll -123. 

3lThere is no evidence that he v.ras sent by \Vesley, or 
tha.t he came with his a pproval. ( See G.G. Fi dla y and ~v .U . 
Holdsworth, The Histor of the Wesle an k ethodist Missionar 
Society, 5 Vols., London: The Epworth Press, 1921 , Vol.l, 
p. 259. 
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although he served as a priest of the Anglican Church after 

his ordination by the bishop bf London in 1768, yet he preach

ed the doctrines and :followed the discipline of Nethodism.3
2 

Fifty years after he began his ministry in the island, 

hethodism was :firmly established, and had an organizational 

structure. 

32The .Arminian Magazine, 1785, p. 79. 



Chapter Two 

The Beginning and Organization of Methodism 

in re'i.v.foundland 

The Pre-organization Period 

/ A.fter t~e departure o.f Coughla in 1773, tethodism in 

_rew.foundland was kept alive by .four laymen, John Stretton and 

Arthur Thomey, merchants at Harbour Grace; Thomas Pottle, a 

merchant's clerk at Carbonear; and John Hoskins, a school

teacher at Old Perlican. These men in addition to conducting 

services and giving leadership to classes in their ot settle-

ments, visited others on the north side of Conception Bay and 

the south side o.f Trinity Bay, also St. John's, and Bonavista 

where a cla ss was formed. In 1784, Stretton avrare that the 

work was declining, made an appeal to Wesley for a minister, 

and in response John HcGeary was sent out in 1785. He rtlack ed 

the powers of leadership, and proved unequal to the tasks o.f 

the pioneer in a field so rugged and wild." 1 1hen Rev. -N"illiam 

Black, 11ethodist Superintendent for Eastern British America, 

including J ewfoundland, visited the island in August, 1791, 

he found despondency, depression, and confusion. 2 During his 

Visit of about three weeks duration, he visited Port-de-Grave, 

Bay Roberts, Harbour Grace, Carbonear, and Blackhead. As a 

2Findlay and Holdsworth, op. cit.', Vol. 1, p. 264. 
Ibid., p. 267 

15 
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result of his visit: 

The Societies were refreshed and reunited; troops of 
sinners were converted, including some of the most 
abandoned; • • • Not less than 200 souls \vere 'added to 
the Lord' round Conception Bay in the course of this 
brief tour •••• He inquired into discipline, and put 
the Societies under Methodist rule; he had the Church 
property duly settled; he left behind him unity, con
fidence, order, •••• 3 

The visit of Black certainly strengthened Methodism in Je"tv

foundland, and probably saved it from extinction. }1cGeary 

returned to England in 1792, but other ministers were sent 

out, and in 1814 there were four serving in the island~ 

At the 1815 session of the English Conference, the 

Newfoundland District comprising six stations was formed, and 

with the arrival of two ministers in the autumn of that year, 

there were six serving in the newly-organized district. 

The Concerns and Growth of the }ewfoundland District 

1815-1855 

Prior to the first District Meeting held at St . John's 

in June 1816, at which time there were six stations: St . 

John's, Port-de-Grave, Carbonear, Blackhead, Island Cove

Perlican, and Bonavista , an ~mportant meeting was held at 

Carbonear on January 15 of the same year. \ This meeting was 

so important to Jewfoundland Methodism that the resolutions 

drawn up by it are worth recording verbatim: 

1. That it is considered to be absolutely necessary that 
a missionary should be sent to the harbour of Trinity, 
and that it would be requisite he should occasionally 

3Ibid., p . 269. 
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visit the several harbours in Trinity Bay. 

2. That this meeting have heard that there are about 
5,000 inhabitants in Fortune Bay , nearly all o~ them 
F rotestants who are novT, and ever have been tvi thout a 
minister or preacher o~ any denomination; and it is the 
wish o~ this meeting that a missionary should be sent 
there early in the ensuing Spring. 

3. This meeting taking into consideration the number o~ 
Protestant inhabitants in the harbour o~ Burin, in 
Placentia Bay, who are also without a minister, do recom
mend to the Parent Society in London, to send a mission
ary thither as soon as they conveniently can. 

4. That the harbours of Bay Roberts and Spaniards Bay, 
being destitute of a minister , this meeting consider it 
their duty to request the Parent Society to send a 
missionary to these places as soon as possible . 

5. This meeting takes leave to observe to the Parent 
Society, that besides the places above-mentioned, there 
are ma~y other harbours where they believe much good 
work could be done if missionaries were sent out; viz.; 
Green's Porr-..d, Fogo, Twillingate, New vlorld Island and 
Ferryland. 

These resolutions impressed upon the Parent Society the 

necessity ~or ministers in distant parts of the island~ to 

serve thousands o~ people who were without the services o~ 

any Protestant minister, and led to the appointment of/six 

new missionaries by the Conference of 1816.\ 

lVith the coming o~ these missionaries in l8l6, [ new 

stations were opened,t and with the steady supply o~ ~rom eleven 

to fourteen ministers, l· ethodism experienced rapid grotvth as 

the following statistics reveal. }In 1855 there were ~ourteen 

stations with more than eighty preaching places and thirty

seven chapels, a membership o~ 2,557, almost 2,000 children 

attending thirty Sabbath schools, with two hundred persons 

giving leadership as teachers. In the fifteen Day schools 

operated with financial assistance from the vlesleyan Niss-

4The Hethodist l·agazine, 1816, p.469. 
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ionarY society and the Government of the colony, 922 pupils 

were enrolled. /rrvro years later, the census revealed that 

there were 20,229 Wesleya Methodists in the total populat

ion of l24,28s.
1
5The table below shows where stations were 

established and the membership of each in 1855. 

A Table of Stations and Hembership for 1855 

station 

st. John's 

Hembers Station Hembers 

301 Brigus 118 

Harbour Grace 57 Bona vista & Catalina 229 

Carbonear 418 Burin & Flat Isla ds 160 

Blackhead 504 Grand Bank 170 

Ferlican & Island Cove 220 Rant's Harbour 116 

Fort-de-Grave 74 Trinity 20 

Green Bay 199 

5statistics are taken from the 1858 census records, and 
·rhe l linute Book of the Newfoundland District of the English 
Conference of the leslegan l'.ethodist Church. . 2 volumes unpub
lished. Vol . 1, 1829-l 5o, Vol. 11, 1851-1858. Day school 
statistics are taken from ~illiam ilson, ~~wfoundland and its 
hissionaries(Cambridge, l1ass: Dakin and Letcalf, 1866, p.411. 
Other sources for the period 1765-1855 are: 
Lawrence Coughlan, An Account of the \-lark of God in Je"tvfound
~C:.nd? North America (London: l;l . Gil bert, 1776) 
~ll~am Thoresby, A rarrative of God's Love to William Thores

.hz(Leeds: Binns and Bro1.vn, 1799) 
T. ~l . Smith, 1 et odism in Eastern British America . 2 volumes 
Ha1~fax: l1ethodist Book Room, 1877 and 1890. 

ewfound1an.d District · ies1eyan Sunday School Reports, 1840-
1843 and S iri tual Re arts on the State of the ~lork 1846-
1 o. 1 Vol., unpublished. 
Jac::ob Parson~, "The Origil"l and Growth of Newfoundland l•leth
~d~sm 1765-1855." Unpublished laster of Arts thesis, Hemorial 
n~versity of Newfoundland, 1963. 

J • • Tichols, A Century of 1· ethodism in rewfound1and 1bl5-
1915(st. John's: b~cks and Company, 1915) 
D( ~ I . J?hnson, History of Nethodism in Bas tern British America 

L?a~kv~lle, Few Brunswick: The Tribune Printing Company 
~m~tedt!, 1929) 

E . B. A. Conference linutes, 1855, p .lO 
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The Grganization of the Eastern British America 

Conference, 1855 

Three-quarters of a century after Methodism began in 

Eastern British America, the English Wesleyan Methodist 

conference saw the possibility and the necessity of having 

the Districts within the area organized into a conference. 

The matter was discussed at a meeting of the ministers of 

the Fova Scotia and Few Brunswick Districts which was held 

at Halifax, Nova Scotia, in July, 1839. Rev . Dr. Alder, one 

of the secretaries of the \Jesleyan Nissionary Committee 

attended and presided. Fo action was taken at that time, but 

the members attending were to report to the next meeting of 

their Districts the wishes of the \'lesleyan Hissionary Society 

regarding the proposed Conference and the acceptance by it 

of greater financial responsibility~ 

Financial assistance, as now received by the North 
American Districts a~d appropriated to the work of God, 
was to be continued, but to be made a gross sum, and divid
ed by the conference. The amount now· voted to the Dist
ricts separately is to be gradually reduced, according to 
the information, received from the Committee in London, ••• 
without designing to withdraw all aid, conference or no 
conference •••• It is evidently a part of the Committee's 
plan to awaken greater local attention to the maintenance 
of the institution of the church among themselves that 
the burden of this branch of the Wesleyan Zion may press 
the lighter upon the funds of the Missionary Society, 
leaving a larger amount to be appropriated to ~e spread 
of the gospel truth among the heathen nations.· 

On April 3, 1843 Dr~ Alder wrote the Jew Brunswick 

District again on the matter and it was discussed at the 

Spring meeting of the District. Dr. Alder's communication 

7British North American_ Hesleyan Ha gazine, l845-46,p.60. 
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declared t r"'at, 

our attention has been much directed to the consideration 
of the whole work in British Porth America, and in order 
that we may, if possible, unite the various Districts, in
to one Conference or Connexion, and upon this subject you 
will confer at your coming District meeting, and offer 
your opinions~nd suggestions upon it for our information 
and guidance. 

After due consideration had been given to this communication 

by the District meeting, it was resolved that: 

It is the opinion of the brethern that considering the 
nature of our work in these Provinces, the distance over 
'\·rhich our Circuits are scattered, the difficulties and 
expense of travelling, together '\vi th the serious length 
of time we would be a-vray from our congregations a'Yld 
societies, that an American Conference at present is not 
expedient .9 

On April 3rd . and April lOth. , 1843 the General Sec

retaries wrote to the l'Tewfoundland District on the same matter, 

and the members, after deliberating at the District meeting, 

passed the following resolutions regarding one Conference 

for Eastern British America: 

l. In the judgment of this meeting the union of these 
several Districts under one General Conference may be 
viewed as desirable in as much as it would be conformable 
to the communal principle of one body strengthening the 
bonds of union between the numerous and widespread branches 
of the Wesleyan family in this part of the world, and 
might also lend to the increase and consolidation of the 
Institution of \lesleyan Methodism in British Porth 
America. 

2. That while such a Convention might be rendered a great 
and permanent good to the other provinces of British rorth 
America, we are of the opinion that the District of Tew
foundland could not with any certain or real advantage 
form a part of that Convention: because our geographical 
position is isolated, the communication between ~eufound
land and other colonies is partial and uncertain, and the 

8&9Ibid., p.6o 
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travelling expenses incurred by the removals and attend
ance at the yearly Conference would necessarily be very 
great and . connected with loss of time, not to mention 
the pecu~rities under which our work in rewfoundland is 
carried o'h particularly as regards our fi ancial arrange
ments. 

3. That however expedie t the changes betwee this and 
the other rorth American Provinces may have been, in the 
views of this Committee, we are sorry to record our 
judgment founded on experie ce that scarcely any of them 
have worked well owi g to the varied useful ess of the 
Brethren who have come from there to engage in the toils 
and self-denials attendant on the mission . 

4. That the vicissitudes to which Pewfoundla d is sub
jected in the staple of its trade and in modes of sub
sistence with sudden and singular reverses to which all 
classes of the inhabitants are constantly liable, render 
it in our judgment wholly desirable that our connection 
with the Parent Society should remain undisturbed. 10 

However, the secretaries and the Committee in London 

were determined that their plans should come to maturity, 

and that the more than ni ety circuits and stations in East-

ern British America should be organized into a conference. 

The Districts continued to receive letters on this matter . 

At successive meetings of the Ne\vfoundland District from 

1843 on, arguments were put forth against becoming a part of 

the proposed conference, and the District expressed its great 

est fear, namely, that less financial assistance would be 

available for carrying on its work. 

What this District chiefly wa~ts is a~ increased Grant, 
oore missionaries and school teachers. U less these can 
be secured by the new arrangement , we do not know what 
the advantages are which it will receive from it, and-
for these the Committee afford us o ground to hope. 1 

-di~istrict h inute Boo~, Vol. l., p . 399. 
:r :t;xtracts from the Mlnutes of the Annual Neeting of the 

1• ~wfou~dla d District, l·1ay 1 8 , 1853. Incoming correspondence. 
lcrofllm copy. 
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At the same District meeting, it was stated clearly that any 

decrease in the grant to Newfoundland would weaken the cause 

of Methodism in the island, and that for this mournful result 

the committee would be responsible. The other districts to 

be included in the union objected to the inclusion of New

foundland, and put forth reasons as to why it would be more 

adva~tageous for Newfoundland not to enter. 

Nevertheless , the determination of the Committee in 

London succeeded in bringing about, early in 1855, the con

clusion of the negotiations for union, and July of that year 

was set as a date for a general meeting at Halifax, Nova 

Scotia. At their Spring meetings that year, the Districts 

of Nova Scotia, and rew Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, 

adopted resolutions expressing agreement with the plan, and 

accepted the proposals of union. When the rewfoundland 

District met in the Spring of 1855, it had not received a 

copy of the proposals . 

The ministers indicated that their convictions as stated 
in previous years had not changed, but they expressed 
the hope that their representatives would not be deprived 
of any rights or privileges because Newfoundland was re
garded as a 'kind of mission station'. 12 

A meeting of mi~isters, local preachers, and trustees 

was held in St. John's on July 2, 1855, to consider the matter 

Of the new Conference . Three resolutions were passed. The 

first dealt with finances, and asked the new Conference to 

make special provision for the newfoundland District so that 

l2Farsons, op. cit., p.l41 
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it would have sufficient funds to carry on its \vork. The 

second stressed the need for more missionaries to carry on 

the work in Ne\vfoundla-nd a-nd Labrador. The third requested 

rights a~d privileges for the missio aries, on an equal basis 

with those of the other Districts, and a delegation suffic

iently large to represent the District. When the delegates 

of the Districts met at Halifax on July 17, 1855, eight of 

the ten missionaries in the Tewfoundland District attended. 

The rewfoundland District entered the union 1vi th the assur

ance that the Wesleyan Missionary Society in London would 

accept responsibility for its financial needs until they 

could be absorbed by the new Conference, or the District 

could be independent.
13 

The proceedings of the first meeting of the Confer-

ence were in part as follows: 

The sessions of the Conference were commenced on July 17th. 
in the Brunswick-street church LHalifai7, when the chair 
was taken by Dr. Beechami senior Hissionary Secretary, 
and rvilliam Temple was e ected secretary. The Chairman 
of this provisional conference then laid upon the table 
the unanimously adopted resolutions of the several dis
trict meetings upon the object of its mission •••• The 
Conference then proceeded with business according to the 
order observed by the parent body •••• As far as possible 
the fina cial system of the farent Conference was adopt-
ed, arrangements being made for the organization and 
support of several special funds - the Contingent, 
supplemented by an English grant, to meet deficiences 
of poorer circuits, extend the work of God, and as its 
name implies, to provide for any peculiar exigencies 
arising through the year- the Children's, to equalize 
the burdens of large families upon the circuits, and 
thus remove a serious difficulty in the allotment of 
stations, - the Supernumerary, for the aid of enfeebled 

13rbid., pp. 141-144 
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ministers and ministers 1 \vidows - and, finally a fund 
for the education of ministers• children. 14 

In August, 1855, Dr. M. Richey, co-delegate of the 

conference and Dr. Richard Knight, Chairman o:f the }Tew Bruns

wick District visited new:foundlal'ld to explain the new confer

ence, which they did in seven stations, namely, St. John's, 

port-de-Grave, Harbour Grace, Brigus, Carbonear, Blackhead, 

and Old Perlican. 

They held conversations with all ~lesleyan ministers ex
cept one ••• and delivered numerous addresses elucidatory 
of the basis and constitution of the ne\v organization 
of the Wesleyans in these Provinces, which we are happy 
to learn receives the cordial cohesion and approbation 
of all embraced in the circle o:f its influence. 15 

To these visitors the following letter was addressed on 

September 5, 1855. 

The change effected in our relation to the Parent con
ference as explained by you, has our entire approval, as 
being in itself perfectly just and scriptural, and we 
believe as :far as we understand the matter, calculated 
to strengthen and extend our Church in this land~ The 
assurance which you have been authorized to convey to us 
of the undiminished sympathy of the hone committee, is 
particularly grateful to our feelings. The support which 
has by them been so long and liberally :furnished to meet 
in some degree the spiritual exigencies of this Island, 
cannot be forgotten by us, or remembered without graterul 
emotions, while the promise of continued help as they 
shall have ability to furnish it, and the necessities of 
our Island shall call for it, is encouraging to our faith 
and hope. Thus cared for by our Fathers at home, and 
cheered by the practical sympathy manifested by the new 
?onference, o:f which we form a part, we hope in connect
lon with our brethre o:f the other circuits of the Island, 
~o apply our invigorated and combined energies in carry
lng out to a glorious consummation the great objects con
templated in the :formation of the ne1 .. r Organization. 

14
smith, op. cit., Vol.ll, pp. 447-448. 

l5The 1 rovincial ~lesleyan, Sept. 13, 1855 
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He are with Christian love 

Alexander Whiteford, 
James J. Rogerson, 
Charles R. Ayre, 
James Pitts, 
Uilliarn Freeman, 
Andrew Blackwood, 

St. John's, .F .. 

and esteem, 
Yours & ca., 

John English, 
Stephen Narch, 
John Bulley, 
John l..Joods, 
Christopher Vey, 

16 
5th. Sept., 1855. 

A ne1..; era for Fewfoundland Methodism had begun, and 

by coincidence, the same year that the Colony had received 

Rasponsible Government. For Methodism, it was a time of 

promise and was to be a period of advance. Within less than 

twe~ty years, the Newfoundland District was to become a Con

ference, many new circuits were to be established, some in 

settlements to vrhich ~·Jesleyans 1..;ere to move to earn a live-

lihood, others in new settlements. The St. John's circuit 

was to divide and subdivide until, instead of one there were 

five. The role of Methodism in education was to increase, 

and in the government of the colony, Wesleyans as members 

of the House of Assembly were to exert a power for the good 

of the whole island, and because of their position add pres

tige to their church. 

The Formation of the Jewfoundland Conference 1874, 

and Church Unions. 

The next and final step in organization of Methodism 

was the formation of the :r-rewfoundland Conference. This was 

achieved in 1874, after some months of negotiation, when 

16Ibid., Sept. 13, 1855. 
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the Conference o:r the l.Vesleyan Methodist Church in Canada, 

the Wesleyan Conference o:r Eastern British America , and the 

1-iethodist New Connexion Church, organized themselves into a 

united body under the name 'The Methodist Church o:r Canada'. 

Six Annual Conferences were organized, o:r which Newfoundland 

vTas one. Also, there was to be a General Conference \.Yhich 

was to meet quadrennially, and which was to consist o:r an 

equal number o:r ministerial and lay delegates}? The rule 

regarding delegates was: 

The General Conference shall be composed o:r either one 
minister :for every :four members o:r each annual confer
ence, or one minister and one layman :for every eight 
members of each annual conference. Provided, neverthe~ 
less that a :fraction o:r Three-Fourths shall enable a Con
ference to an additional representative. Provided always 
that the Presiden1~uf:r each Conference shall be one o:r 
those so elected. 

A~ong the terms o:r union regarding Annual Conferences, 

were these: 

Newfoundland, Labrador, and the Islands contiguous, shall 
constitute an Annual Conference, and shall be known as 
the Newfoundland Conference. 

Each Annual Conference shall retain all rights, powers 
and privileges at present possessed, except such as are 
vested in the General Conference. 

The several Annual Conferences shall assemble during the 
month of June in each year, and shall appoint the places 
of meeting from year to year. 

Each President of an Annual Conference shall be station-· 
ed on a Circuit, or otherwise as the Conference shall 
direct. 19 

1 7G. H. Cornish, Cyclopedia of hethodism in Canada, 2 
Vols.~ (Toronto: Methodist Book ~nd Publishing House. Vol. 
1, lb~118v£1. 11, 1903) Vol . 1. p. 19. 

& <JThe l' rovincial v.Je sleyan, July 9, 1873. 
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At its final session, held at Charlottetown in 1874, 

the Conference of Eastern British America 1·1as divided into 

three conferences, namely, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and 

Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland. The first two were 

organized at that time, and it was ordered that the Newfound

land Conference should be orgaDized as soon as practicable, 

at the call of the Co-Delegate, the Rev. G. s. Milligan, of 

St. John's.20on August 5, 1874 the Newfoundland Conference 

was organized in George Street Church, St. John's. 

Thus the newly organized church court entered upon its 

\ 
session, formed its committees, laj_d -" its plans for its 
year's work, and began a chapter in the history of New
foundland Methodism which has been marked through suc-
cessive years by progress and development practically 
uninterrupted. 21 

The Newfoundland Legislature on April 17, 1875, pass

ed 'An Act relating to the \·Jesleyan Methodists of' this Colony 

for Incorporating Conferences of' their Body in this Colony, 

and to make provision with regard to certain Trusts connected 

t herewith'. This Act repealed the Act passed on May 10, 1858, 

entitled 'An Act relating to the Wesleyan Hethodists in this 

Colony, and for incorporating a Conference of their Body'~ 

The main purpose of the new Act was the constituting of: 

The ~ewfoundland Conference of the Methodist Church of 
Canada, as a Body Corporate within this Colony, having 
perpetual succession; and the full power to hold lands 
and property for the use of the said Wesleyan Methodist 
Community .22 

20&21 . Johnson, op. c~t., p. 248. 
22Journal of' the House of Assembly, 1875, p.l28. 
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The organized period of Methodism in Newfoundland 

had begun in 1815 with the formation of the District with six 

stations, and a total membership of less than 500~ 2~n 1874, 

when within the District there were 4,409 full members and 

1,250 on trial, the Fewfoundland Confere ce was formed 1.dth 

two Districts, -St. John's and Carbonear, and four years 

later another, the Bonavista District was constituted. During 

the next ten years the membership increased to 7,971 full 

members and 1,591 on trial~ The Circuits and missions 

increased from thirty-seven to fifty-two. 

In 1884 a second and larger union of the different 

branches of the Methodist Church in Canada was consummated. 

Steps were taken in 1882 towards this union by the Annual 

Conferences of each of the uniting churches, with the appoint

ing of Committees to prepare a plan for union. In November, 

1882 the Committees met in Toronto, "and a basis of union 

was agreed upon, which was subsequently submitted to the 

Quarterly Boards and Conferences of the several contracting 

churches, and approved o:f by the required majorities." 21t>n 

September 5th. o:f the next year delegates of the :four uniting 

churches met at Belleville, Ontario. On that day, 

at the Evening Session the finding o:f the Church Courts 
o:f the several contracting Churches on the Union question 
were presented, whereupon the Basis o:f Union was unanl
mously adopted, and it was agreed that it should take 
effect on the first of July, 188~~ The name of the United 
Body to be THE ~lliTHODIST CHURCH. 7 

The uniting churches were, The Methodist Church of Canada, 

1817, 
23u inutes of the English \Jesleyan Eethodist Conference 

p.83 
24cornish, op. cit~, Vol. 11, p. 15. 
25Ibid., p .. 16. 
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The N.ethodist Episcopal Church, The Primitive Hethodist 

Church, and the Bible Christian Church. The new Church was 

divided into ten Conferences of which Newfoundland was one~ 

This union made little difference to Hethodism in Jewfoundland 

because there was only one branch of the Methodist Church in 

the island. However, the Methodists in Newfoundland were now 

part of a large Methodist Church which had a membership at 

the time of union of 169,803, and 1,644 ministers . 

Important Funds and Societies within 

the District and the Conference 

The cause of Methodism was aided greatly not only by 

the formation of the District and later the Conference, but 

also by the Societies and Funds within these bodies. Among 

the most important were, the Home Mission Society , the 

Parsonage Aid Society and·· the Educational Society, - the 
.,. 

latter of great assistance to the many probationers who 

served within the Newfoundland Conference . 

Home Mission Fund and Society 

The extension of Nethodism in Net.vfoundland from 1860 

on was attributed in some measure to the Home Mission Funds 

of the Eastern British America Conference. In 1858 the con

ference decided: 

That the designation of Home Mission be added to the 
title of our contingent fund, and that when this col
lection is taken up, the Mission to Labrador be brought 
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before the notice of our people and that special sub
scriptions be asked for the purpose of establishing and 
sustaining such a mission . 26 

The Conference of 1866 decided: 

That in the opinion of the Conference, the time has come 
to bring directly and fully before our people the claims 
of the Home ltissions , by holding a Home Missionary meet 
ing on all Circuits this year. The Fina cial District 
meetings are therefore directed to make all necessary 
arrangements for the accomplishment of this object. 27 

Two years later the conference divided the fund into 

two, the one to be called the Home t• is si on Fund, the other 

the Contingent Fund. It was agreed: 

That the income of the Home Mission Funds shall consist 
of - (i) Grant from the Committee in England (ii) the 
interest on the monies invested, (iii) a Public Collect
ion to be made at the Home Jvlissionary meetiDgs , which 
shall be held in all the principal preaching places on 
the Circuit, (iv) such special donations as may be made 2 8 
for it for the special objects contemplated by the fund . 

In 1870 the Conference organized a Hooe l~ssionary 

Society with the aim of increasing the funds of the conference 

and to ngreatly add to its efficiency f'or the promotion of the 

glory of God in extending the Gospel of Salvation to the des

titute portions of our Conference territory."29Each person 

who subscribed not less than one dollar was a member of the 

society, and each person subscribing twenty dollars became a 

life member . The Conference of 1871 decided that "the public 

anniversary of the Society shall be held during the Conference 

sessions of each year; and shall be designated the Conference 

Home t1ission }' eetirtg. 11 30The same Conference decided also 

that: 

26 newfoundland Conference Hinutes, 1858, p.72. 
27Ibid., 1866, p.l7. 
28Ibid., 1868, p.l8. 
29rEict., 1870, p.23. 
30Ibid., 1871, p.26. 
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The monies of the Home Mission Fund are to be devoted to 
the opening up of new fields of toil, and aiding in sus
taining them so long as the yearly receipts of a station 
for a married man reach only $350.00. But when the 
receipts of any country mission are advanced beyond 
$350 .Q~, all such stations come upon this fund for aid, 
as dependent Circuits , till the time they become self
supporting. 31 

The Home Hission Society Committee reported to the 

Conference of 1874, that new Missions had been opened on 

the French Shore, in Placentia Bay , Bay of Islands and Bonne 

Bay, St . Pierre, Green's Harbour and Musgrave Harbour . The 

amounts raised for the Home 1-lission Fund in IJevtfoundland 

were: 1870 - $l36 .oo, 1871 - $194.00, 1874 - · $1 ,759.00. Dur-

ing these three years the New·foundland District received from 

the Conference Fund $3,940 , $3 ,940 and $3 ,385 respectively. 

vli th the :formation o:f the Nethodi st Church of Canada in 1874 

the Missionary :Fund took the place of the Home Hission Fund, 

for lrThich in 1884 Ne\v:foundland raised $6,823 . 

The Parsonage Aid Society 

In 1862 the Wesleyan Parsonage Aid Fund was constitu- · 

ted by the Eastern British America Conference, and regulations 

were drawn_ up regarding its use, one of '\vhich was "that the 

grant in aid in the erection of any house , or in the removal 

o:f debt :from it shall in no case exceed two hundred dollars. 11 3 2 

At the 1866 Conference a motion was made that the Newfound-

land District shall share with the other Districts in the 

benefits of tllds :fund: the motion was lost. It seems however 

3libid., 1871, p . 23 . 
32E.B.A. Co-nference Hinutes, 1862, p .27. 
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that the Easter~ British America Conference had a guilty 

conscience because of its action, and in 1875 made a grant 

of one thousand dollars to the Parsonage Aid Society of the 

rewfoundland Conference. This must have been voted by the 

Eastern British America Confere~ce in its last annual session 

in 1874. One of the eight rules of the Newfoundland Confer

ence Parsonage Aid Society was that "subscriptions to the 

funds of this society shall be taken up in the Circuits from 

the first to the tenth of October each year."33rn 1882 the 

Society received $1,492 from the Relief and Extension Fund 

established by the General Conference. 

During the years 1874 to 1884 the number of parson

ages increased from twenty-one to thirty-one. More than ten 

parsonages were built during the period however, for on some 

circuits old ones v1ere replaced. \'lhile the amount of loan 

could not exceed two hundred dollars, yet the fact that this 

amount was without interest for five years, helped many cir-· 

cuits to erect parsonages; without the interest free loan 

they would have found it more difficult to build . Also, loans 

were available to help furnish a parsonage. Parsonage Aid 

Societies were formed in some congregations, and these under

took to furnish parsonages and in some cases to do more . The 

ladies of the Parsonage Aid Society of Cochrane Street Church, 

St . John's, helped to pay for the church organ. 

33Nfld. Conference Hinutes, 1875, p.31. 



33 

The Educational Society 

In 1870 the Eastern British America Conference 

organized an Educational Society to raise funds to be used 

for a threefold-purpose: 

One-third part to aid in the maintenance of Mount Allison 
Wesleyan College ••• , one-third part to secure scholarships 
of the annual value of not more than seventy-five dollars 
each for persons authorized by the Conference to attend 
the Institution at Sackville, as Theological Students, 
who may need such assistance, to enable then to meet the 
expense of such attendance; and the remaining third part 
to secure scholarships for the children of the members 
of conference of the annual value of not more than fifty 
dollars each for those in attendance at either Branch of 
the Institution at Sackville, and not exceeding half this 
sum for those not so in attendance; no such scholarship 
shall be available for any child until it has reached its 
tenth year, nor for more than six years. 34 

Sources of income for the fund were a~nual membership fees of 

three dollars, and the annual collections made throughout the 

conference. The amount raised by the Eastern British America 

Conference in 1871 was $ 2,163, of which $489 were used for 

the education of ministers' children. 

The General Conference of the Methodist Church of 

Canada established an Educational Society, with its chief 

purpose being to raise funds for its educational institutions 

and for the training of ministers. Also, it decided "the 

portion of students to be sent each year to each college 

from each conference. rr35There \vas to be an educational com

mittee in each conference to raise funds, to have respons

ibility for deciding which c andidates would attend college 

and the college to attend, in harmony with the arrangement 

3~. B .A. Conference liinutes 
3 fld. Conference l~nutes 

o, p.34. 
' p.29. 



of the central board. The Newfoundland Conference Committee 

had as its lay members such men as the Ron. J. J. Rogerson, 

the Hon. Edward \1-lhi te and John Steer, Esq. The amount raised 

in 1875 was two hundred and fifty-four dollars, and in 1882 

two hundred and fifty-two dollars. The Conference of 1879 

made the following statement on the value of this society 

and the necessity of supporting it: 

This Conference recognizes with satisfaction the work 
being done by the Educational Society. I t particularly 
wishes to bring before the notice of our people the 
fact that the education of our rising ministry will 
depend in future upon the subscriptions we obtain our
selves, as all that the rewfoundla~d Conference raises 
is to be absolutely at our own disposal, and urges upon 
them strongly the necessity of increased liberality in 
supporting this fund. 36 

While the amounts raised annually were small, yet the 

assistance given the men training for the ministry was most 

helpful in a day when small salaries were paid to probation

ers. In 1882 each student was to receive one hundred dollars 

a year and expenses beside,3?_ no explanation was given as 

to the nature of the expenses. In the society formed by the 

General Conference of the Methodist Church of Canada there 

was no provision for scholarships for ministers' children. 

In the Newfoundland Conference a Children's Fund operated, 

the income coming from the ministers and their circuits and 

missions. In 1882 all mi~isters were to pay five dollars, 

' so that the childrens claims could be paid in full. 

************** ~********* 

This brief survey traces the beginning and growth of 

36Ib. ~ 1879 35 37 l.a., ' P• • 
Ibid., 1882, p.35. 
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Hethodism in Newfoundland up until 1855, its organization 

into District and Conference, the several unions of which 

it was a part , and the :funds and societies which were essent

ial to its very life. The next twenty-nine years were marked 

by an increase in numbers , a wide extension of its ministry 

around the island, a three-fold increase in church buildings, 

and a :functional educational program for its children. This 

growth would not have been possible 1nthout the sound :foundat

ion and organizational structure laid down by 1855. 



Chapter Three 

Newfoundla nd Methodism: Its Growth 

a nd Chief Features 

1855 - 1884 

St. John's and Vicinity 

In 1855 the St. John's Circuit had a membership of 

301, and there were four preaching a ppointments, - St. John's, 

Pouch Cove, Portugal Cove, and Topsail. The Rev. E. Botterell, 

minister of the circuit, reported to the district meeting 

that yea r that three new cla sses h a d been formed in the town, 

and two in the country. Previously, services had been held at 

Quidi Vidi, but it was rep orted to the Distri ct meeting in 

1844 t hat they had ceased because of the influence of the 

Church of England, a n d the departure a few months before, of 

t h e military who were members of the society. In 1820, when 

t here were two ministers at St. John's, services were held 

at Petty Harbour and at Torbay. William Wilson, who was one 

of these ministers, says: 

Could these places have been attended to in l a ter yea rs 
we certainly should have seen much fruit, but the paucity 
of missionaries ren dered it necessary for the District 
at its next meeting to remove the secon d preacher from 
s t. John's, when they had to be abandoned.l 

By 1845 the St. John's congregation saw the need of 

a larger chapel. The minister reported to the 1856 District 

l wilson, ~o~P~·~c~l~·t~., p.252. 
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meeting that a new chapel to cost ~3,000 was to be erected. 

The foundation stone was laid by a layman, J. J. Rogerson 
~ 

on August 21, 1856, and the building was opened and ded-

icated on November 29, 1857 with the Rev. Dr. Richey, Pres

ident of the Eastern British America Conference, officiating. 3 

Shortly after the opening of the church, its minister, 

the Rev. Henry Daniels wrote to the officers of the Missionary 

Society in England that the congregation was large, the 

spiritual state of the work was encouraging, and the church 

though large was hardly large enough for a rising community 

like St. John's. The pew holders of the church at a meeting 

held in late ~ovember, 1860, decided to erect a new parsonage 

and to obtain an organ for the church. Before the meeting 

ended, three hundred pounds were subscribed for the parsonage 

which was erected the following year. In 1862 a committee was 

appointed to look out for a site at Riverhead (St. John's), 

and also for a place suitable for regular or occasional 

worship and a Sabbath school. This was the beginning of the 

George Street Church. In the spring of 1864 a preaching room 

was hired in the east end of the tovm; and at that time it 

was hoped that the erection of a church in the west end of 

the tovm would begin in the coming summer. However for economic 

and other reasons, the erection did not begin until eight years 

later. On May 27, 1872 the corner stone was laid by Mr. 

jThe Courier, Aug. 23, 1856. 
Ibid., Dec. 9, 1857. 



stephen Rendell, H .. H.A., and it was dedicated on December 

14-, 1873 as the George Street :t-:ethodist Church.4 Among 

the founding trustees of the church were: J. J. Rogerson, 

c~ R. Ayre , John Steer , Edward White, James Angel and John 

Angel. The building of this second church vrith a seating 

capacity for seven hundred persons indicates the growth 

of Methodism in St . John's• / 

While Methodism was growing in the city of St. John's, 

it was gro\ving also in the outlying appointments of the 

circuit. In these places, the services were conducted some

times by the assistant minister of the circuit, and at other 

times by local preachers who went out from St . John's or by 

the schoolmaster in the community who also served as local 

preacher. At Pouch Cove a chapel was erected in 1836. The 

Reverend T. Harris reported on March 28, 1857: 

At this place we have a chapel in which services are held 
every Lord's Day and occasionally during the week by our 
day school teacher (Mr. Baggs) who is b~ing rendered very 
useful in building up the cause of God.' 

After 1855 the St. John's Circuit had a second minister and 

the services at Pouch Cove were conducted frequently by him. 

From 1872 until Pouch Cove became a separate charge or circuit 

in 1879, the third minister at St . John's had his residence 

there. A new church was built in 1860 and a parsonage in 

1880. 

4This church is still being used. It was extended in 
1908, a n d a Christian Education centre \vas added to it in 
19-59. It is the oldest I·'lethodist Church building in the city, 
and probably the second oldest in the province. The wooden 
church at Top s a il is two years older. 

?The Provincial Wesleyan, April 9, 1857. 
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The 1-1ethodist cause had a very early beginning at 

portugal Cove. The Rev. tvilliam Black on his visit to Ne1.v

foundland in 1791, preached there on his way to Harbour 

Grace. nHe preached on his \vay at the Cove and that night 

the fire fell. So he stayed several days. Methodism was then 

firmly established •••• The cause there was c a red for for some 

years by an excellent local preacher named Curtis .u 6 In 1832 

a s mall chapel which had been used by the Church of England 

and the Hethodists, ~ras obtained for the use of the 1:'-'!ethodists 

alone, its title deed secured, and the chapel was put on the 

conference plan . In 1844 Portugal Cove was visited by the 

local prea chers from St. John's and the missionary there 

whenever possible. Portugal Cove remained a preaching a p point

ment of the St. John's circuit until after the organization 

of the Newfoundland Conference in 1874. 

In 1832 the St. John's minister informed the District 

meeting that Topsail with a few inhabitants had been visited 

several times durin g the year, and that a class had been 

formed but no leader could be had. In 1837 the St. John's 

report to the District meeting contained these words: 

At Topsail, a place about twelve miles from here, we 
have lately opened a neat plabe of worship which will 
contain a bout one hundred and fifty people. All the 
inhabitants attended'fn. the occasion and enjoyed the 
services of t he day. 

A new church building was erected a nd open ed in October, 1871. 

Other settlements along the south shore of Conception Bay 

6Johnson, op. cit., p.262. 
?District Minute Book, Vol. 1. p.273. 
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were visited by the ministers and local preachers at St. 

John's and congregations were established and churches built 

at Hopewell, Long Pond and Gullies. Topsail did not become a 

separate circuit until 1886 but when the St. John's Circuit 

divided into two circuits, St. John's East and St. John's 

West in 1881, it was attached to the latter. 

In 1857 the total population of the St. John's east 

and west electoral districts in which were located the two 

St. John's and the Pouch Cove circuits, was 30,476, with 

1,882 Wesleyans; in 1884 it was 37,875 with 4,515 Wesleyans. 

The membership of the St. John's circuit was 301 in 1855, 

and 870 in 1884. The preaching places were these we have 

mentioned, and there were other settlements where classes 

had been formed and services were conducted by laymen. 

Conception Bay 

In the Conception Bay area four new circuits were 

formed, Cupids, Bay Roberts, Freshwater, and Western Bay. New 

church buildings were erected, membership increased, some 

preaching appointments were strengthened, and Methodism 

increased by sixty per cent compared with forty-six per cent 

in the total population.8 

Brigus.-This circuit which had a membership of 118 in 

1855 was divided in 1877 with Cupids becoming the headquarters 

of the new circuit. The membership of the two circuits in 1884 

was 453, including 184 on trial. A new parsonage was built at 

8see Appendix D. 
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Brigus in 1860 and a church to seat 1,100 people was 

dedicated in 1875. At Clarke's Beach, an appointment on the 

cupids circuit, a church was dedicated the same year. At 

Cupids one year later a church to seat 900 people was dedica-

ted. 

Port de Grave.-In 1855 the Port de Grave circuit 

included Bay Roberts , Clarke's Beach, Coley's Point , Bare 

Need, Pickeyes , in addition to Port de Grave. At Bay Roberts 

which became the headquarters of a new circuit in 1874, the 

chapel was enlarged in 1863, but had to be replaced by a new 

church twelve years later. At Port de Grave a new church was 

dedicated in 1873. The membership increased from seventy-~our 

to 124. 

Harbour Grace.-The chapel at Harbour Grace was destroy

ed by fire on February 7, 1850, and was replaced by a larger 

one, towards the building of which the government of the 

colony gave ~2000, and Mr . John and Lady Munn - Presbyterians 

living at Harbour Grace - - gave ~100 each. In 1857, the 

minister, the Rev. J. Phinney reported that sixty persons had 

been added to the society and that the chapel was too small. 

The chapel was enlarged in 1868, but still was not large 

enough. In 1884 the membership was 184, - a 300 per cent 

increase over 1855. 

Carbonear.-In 1849 Carbonear had the largest Wesleyan 

chapel in the island, called by P . Tocque the •cathedral of 

Methodism in Newfoundland', with seating capacity for more 
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than one thousand people. The church was filled to capacity 

when the men returned from the fisheries in the autumn. In 

1865 a new parsonage was erected, and a new church9 in 1876, 

with accomodation for 1,150 persons. In 1867 the corner stone 

of a new church was laid in Carbonear South to serve a 

congregation which had worshipped in a school house hereto

fore. In March 1874, the minister, the Rev. T. Harris, inform

ed The Wesleyan that steps were being taken to erect new 

churches at Otterbury and Perry's Cove, -two of the six 

preaching appointments on the circuit. In 1883, when the 

membership was 878, the appointments of Freshwater, Flat Rock, 

Otterbury and Blow-me-Down became a separate circuit. 

Blackhead.-Although the year 1855 was one of fishery 

failure and poverty for many people of Blackhead, ten new 

classes were formed, and the membership increased to 504 

from 273 in the previous year. This circuit witnessed many 

revivals, as a result of which there was an increase in 

membership followed in most instances by a decrease until the 

next revival as the following statistics reveal: 1860 - 601, 

1862 - 476, 1864 - 435, 1868 - 384. One of the causes of this 

decrease was emotionalism during the revival, as the Rev. G. 

Forsey indicates: 

The work among us did not assume that wild and ungovern
able aspect sometimes seen, when the devil mixes 'strange 
fire' with the true, and when mere animal excitement is 
mistaken by the simpleminded for the operation of the 
spirit of God. Our meetings were conducted with decorum, 
and were pervaded by the presence of Him who directs 'all 

9This church served the congregation for almost nine
ty years. A new one was erected in 1965. 
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things to be don e decently and in order.•lO 

The truth of Forsey's evaluation of the revival of 1871 is 

borne out by the following membership figures: 1871 - 390, 

1874 - 392. 

In 1863 a new church was begun at Blackhead to replace 

the church built in 1 817. This earlier church was not settled 

on the conference plan; instead, the descendants of the 

original proprietors claimed ownership, as revealed in this 

statement: 

The old church is no more. The old sanctuary was the 
property of twenty-four persons. Those so-called proprie
tors by a deed 'made the sixth day of Barch in the 57th. 
year of the reign of our sovereign Lord George III, and 
in the year of our Lord 1817,' settled the church upon 
nine trustees. The pews were divided between them; the 
proprietors' portion being assessed at Twelve Dollars 
per annum for the minister's support. A proprietor in 
1817 paid Twelve Dollars a year towards the minister's 
salary; in 1871 the church-going descendants of that 
original proprietor numbered twenty or more hearers of 
the gospel, those twenty or more hearers of the gospel 
conscientiously divided the sum paid by their ancestor 
between them, and thus the financial status of the church 
in 1871 was no improvement upon that of 1817; though 
the population had increased with the usual rapidity of 
Newfoundland settlements. The state of things mentioned, 
as having obtained last year, was the legitimate result 
of the principles adopted by our fathers half a century 
ago; they sowed the wind, we have reaped the whirlwind. 
The time for the annual arrangements of financial affairs 
connected with the old church was St. Stephen's Day. On 
that day the men abstained from work, dressed themselves 
up and came to church, when the minister preached a ser
mon (I presume on the life and death of Stephen~) after 
which pew rents were paid, sittings rented, & c. Some 
of these yearly business meetings were lively sessions.ll 

The new church begun in 1863 was not advanced far 

enough to be used for worship until 1871. One reason for the 

delay was poor economic conditions caused by the failure of 

lOThe Provincial Wesleyan, February 15~ 1871. 
llThe Provincial Wesleyan, April 17, 1~72. 
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the fishery during some of those years. The church was dedi

cated on April 10, 1872. 

Two other appointments on the Blackhead circuit were 

Western Bay and Ochre Pit Cove. The first church in Western 

Bay built in 1811, had two pulpits, "because clerically 

attired persons in gown and bands were considered worthy of 

a greater honour than a layman.nl2 The church at Ochre Pit 

cove which served the congregation for more than sixty years, 

was owned by twenty-four people until 1870, when it was deeded 

to the conference. At both of these places new churches were 

built during the seventies. 

The Blackhead circuit from earliest times was one of 

the strongest in Newfoundland Methodism, and its membership 

of 392 and its church buildings reveal its strength at the 

time when the Newfoundland district became a conference in 

1874. In 1877 Western Bay was made a separate circuit. In 

1884 both circuits had a membership of 820. 

Lower Island Cove.-Lower Island Cove was for many 

years part of the Old Perlican circuit, and for a short time 

was joined to the Blackhead and Western Bay circuits. With 

the formation of the Eastern British America Conference it 

became a separate circuit, and included the following preach

ing appointments, Burnt Point, Northern Bay and Job's Cove. 

The membership of the circuit was 120 in 1860, 176 in 1874, 

and 218 in 1884. 

l2Rev. C. Lench, Methodism on the Western Bay Circuit 
(St. John's: Barnes and Company, 1912), p. 5. 
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Trinity Bay 

Old Perlica .-The first place in Trinity Bay to be 

influenced by Methodism was Old Perlican, where John Hoskins 

came as a schoolmaster and local preacher in 1774. For many 

years the minister stationed there had the whole south shore 

of the bay as his circuit, and travelled to Rant's Harbour, 

Grates Cove, ~cilly Cove and Seal Cove. On this circuit two 

new churches were erected, one at Grates Cove in 1864, and 

the other at Old Perlican in 1871. This charge is very im

portant to rewfoundland Methodism because of the migration 

of its members to other areas~3 

Rant's Harbour.- Prior to 1850 the Hant's Harbour 

circuit did not have a minister regularly because of the 

shortage of ministers, and it was attached to the Old Perlican 

circuit. With the appointment of a minister to the circuit in 

1851, the membership increased, chapels were built, and great

er attention was paid to the settlements of Green's Harbour 

and Heart's Content. In 1873 the circuit was divided, and a 

new circuit was formed with headquarters at Green's Harbour 

where a parsonage was begun in the autumn of that year. During 

the next ten years Methodists increased on this new circuit 

because of the movement 'in the bay' of Hethodists fron the 

Rant's Harbour and Old Perlican circuits, and the appointment 

and continuous service of a ministert4 Although many members 

moved from the Rant's Harbour circuit between 1855 and 1875, 

~asee chapter Six. 
Johnson, op. cit., p.29l. 
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yet the membership there increased from 120 in 1860 to 254 

in 1884. On the Old Perlican circuit the number of members 

was 256 in 1860 and 254 in 1884. 

Trinity.-Trinity, which had a Hesleyan missionary, 

John Remington, stationed there in 1809, consisted of four 

appointments - English Harbour , Old Bonaventure , ew Bona

venture and Salmon Cove. It did not become a strong circuit 

chiefly because a Church of England minister was stationed 

there as early as 1730 and conti uously thereafter . Also , 

there was no Wesleyan minister there from 1852 to 1860, and 

for part of the time from 1867 to 1874 it was served by the 

minister of Catalina. Membership varied with the circuit 

being supplied with a minister or left vacant. In 1855 the 

membership was 20; in 1864 - 90, and in 1874 - 45. After the 

formation of the Newfoundland Conference in 1874 the Trinity 

circuit became stronger, its membership increasing to lOl in 

1884. 

Random Area .-By 1860 some Methodists had moved from 

Grates Cove and Hant•s Harbour to the Random Arms area. The 

Rev~ T. Fox wrote to The Provincial Wesleyan on January 17, 

1871: 

For these last ten years the Methodists of Random Arms, 
( Torth and South , Smith's Sound) Trinity Bay North, have 
been asking for a Wesleyan minister to reside among them. 
They are not satisfied to be visited by the minister at 
Hant•s Harbour two or three times a year. Besides , these 
people offer towards the support of a minister sixty or 
seventy pou~ds •••• There are fifty members of the Wesley~ 
an Society. L5 

A minister was sent to Shoal Harbour to serve tlus area in 

l5The Provincial Wesleyan, February 15, 1871. 
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1872. In 1874 the circuit had twenty appointments and had 

two ministers, the senior minister being T. 11 . Aitkinson , 

during whose ministry, 1873-1876, "No less than six churches 

and schoolhouses were built and many members were added to 
16 

the church.-'r- By 1884 this circuit was divided. The new 

circuits were Random North and Random South, the total mem

bership being 267. 

Catalina.-On the north side, and close to the mouth 

of Trinity Bay are Catalina and Elliston, where Methodist 

classes apd societies were formed before 1820. Elliston 

continued as a preaching appointment of the Bonavista circuit 

until 1892, but Catalina became a separate circuit in 1864. 

Twenty years later its membership was only sixty, but the 

attendance at public worship was 600. 

Bonavista Bay 

Bonavista .. -The only Nethodist circuit in Bonavista 

Bay in 1855 was Bonavista which had a membership of 229;. By 

1884, four other circuits were established, Greenspond, 

Musgraveto\m , and Jl.fusgrave Harbour and Wesleyville -vrhich vTere 

offsprings of the Greenspond circuit. At Bonavista a new 

mission house (rnnister's residence) was erected in 1858, a 

new church in 1871, and a sabbath school building in 1874. 

The increase in membership during this period was 4oo. 

Greenspond.-Greenspond on the north side of Bonavista 

Bay was visited by the Rev. George Smith from Bonavista in 

l6Johnson, op. cit., p. 303. 
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1794, and the Rev . John Corlett from Trinity in 1826. In 

1839 the Rev . J. S. Addy made a visit to many settlements 

on the north side of the bay, and in 1861 the Rev . Paul 

Prestwood, Bonavista, visited the area and made this report: 

There are several Wesleyan families, and descendants of 
Wesleyans residing on the north side of the bay; they 
desire a Wesleyan minister. I took the names of several 
persons promising to subscribe - varying from five pounds 
and under.l7 

Greenspond with fifteen preaching places was made a circuit 

in 1862, and a church was erected there in 1865. This extens

ive circuit was divided in 1874 with Musgrave Harbour where 

a church had been built in 1865, becoming the headquarters 

of the new circuit. Another division took place in 1884 with 

the formation of the Wesleyville circuit. The growth of 

Methodism in this area of Bonavista Bay was most unusual. 

"During ten years Ll867-l872/ a change has ensued in the cir

cuit called Greenspond perhaps rarely paralleled in the 

records of our denomination. By the census Ll874/ there are 

1,500 Methodists .nl8 That number had doubled by 1884. 

Musgravetown.-Nusgravetown and other settlements in 

Goose Bay, on the south side of Bonavista Bay were settled by 

people from Bonavista and Catalina, among whom were some 

Wesleyans . In 1870 there were 500 persons in the area, and 

among them not less than forty Wesleyan families, who were 

visited by the minister at Bonavista. In 1867 the Chairman of 

the District sent them a schoolmaster who served as lay 

preacher, and who rendered good service in both capacities. 

l7The Provincial Wesleyan, October 31~ 1861. 
l8The Provincial Wesleyan, June 30, lb77. 
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However, these Wesleyans wanted to have a minister in their 

midst, and J. P. Bowell who served them in 1872-1873 as a 

local preacher was appointed their minister in May 1873. 

There was a membership of eighty-two in 1884. 

Notre Dame Bay and the French Shore 

Green Bay.-19 The Methodists in the Notre Dame Bay 

area up until 1859 were all included in vlhat was called the 

Green Bay circuit. The Rev. J. s. Addy who visited the area 

in 1841 as an itinerant missionary, suggested that Twillingate 

be made the headquarters for a mission, and in 1842 the Rev. 

William Marshall was appointed to the new circuit. A chapel 

was erected at Twillingate in 1844. By 1855, when the member

ship was 199, chapels had been built at Exploits, Change 

Islands, Tizzard's Harbour and Moreton's Harbour. A Mission 

House was built at Twillingate in 1848. By 1865 some of these 

chapels had been replaced. "Seven new chapels have been open

ed within the past five years; and there is not one hundred 

pounds debt on the whole of' them.u20 Included in the seven 

was the new one built at Twillingate in 1860. 

Twillingate suffered a great loss on February 14, 1868 

when fire destroyed both church and mission house, - the latter 

now called parsonage, - with a total loss of' ~2000, with no 

insurance being carried. The spirit of the people is revealed 

l9Green Bay is a bay within and on the west side of 
Notre Dame Bay. Many Newfoundlanders used to call the larger 
bay Green Bay, and thus it is used here. 

20The Provincial Wesleyan, April 26, 1865. 
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in a letter written three days later in which the minister 

said that the men had gone into the bay for a frame for a 

new church. By May 23, 1869 the church was dedicated, having 

been constructed to the extent that its main body with accom

odation for 500 people, could be used. The minister, J. A. 

Goodison reported at the same time, 11 we have completed our 

large school forty-eight by twenty-four feet. Here nearly 

two hundred children receive instruction on the Sabbath."21 

In 1859 the circuit was divided, the new circuits 

being named Twillingate, and Exploits-Little Bay Islands. A 

letter written from Exploits, September 4, 1862, stated: 

There are twenty-three places which should be visited; 
and others in which one or two families may be found. 
Schools are exceedingly rare. Many places are destitute 
of the means of grace, save on the occasion of the 
annual or semi-annual visit of a minister. Little Bay 
Islands is central with many places twenty miles around.22 

Exploits and Little Bay Islands were divided into two circuits 

in 1873. In 1884 the membership of the two new circuits was 

200 and 173 respectively. The minister of the Little Bay 

Islands circuit in a report made in the autumn of 1873 said: 

"there is an open door for us in every place in the north of 

Green Bay and a people anxious to hear the gospel.rr23 In the 

same report he said that churches were to be built as soon 

as possible at Triton, Sandy Cove Island, North West Arm, 

Nipper's Harbour and Round Harbour. In 1862 the Twillingate 

circuit divided again and the Fogo circuit was organized, 

which for a few years included Change Islands among its 

21The Provincial Wesle~an, June 23, 1869. 
22Ibid., October 1, 18 2. 
23Ibid., October 27, 1873. 
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appointments. 

The beginning of mining operations at Tilt Cove in 

1864, at Bett's Cove shortly after and at Little Bay in 1874, 

caused an influx of people to these settlements. A mission 

was established at Tilt Cove in 1873 to serve that settlement 

and Bett's Cove, and another was established at Little Bay in 

1883. In 1884 although the membership of these missions was 

only 103 and 72 respectively, yet the number of people attend

ing public worship was 750 and 550. 

Further divisions of what was the Green Bay Circuit 

were made and in 1884 the circuits and missions in that bay 

were: Twillingate, Exploits, Fogo, Herring Neck, Moreton's 

Harbour, Little Bay Islands, Bett's Cove and Tilt Cove, and 

Little Bay. The membership in that whole area was 199 in 1855 

and in 1884 it was 1,297. These circuits and missions were 

within the Fogo and Twillingate districts24 which had a 

population of 9,717 in 1857 and 20,322 in 1884. In 1857 the 

number of Methodists was 2,036; in 1884, 10,261.25 

French Shore.-In 1872 the people of the French Shore 

forwarded to the District meeting a petition for the appoint

ment of a missionary and guaranteed two hundred dollars toward 

his support.26 The District meeting of 1873 acceded to their 

petition and the Rev. A. MacGregor was sent, who travelled 

as far northward as Quirpon Island, and reported in early 

area 

24one district in 1857. 
25some reasons for the growth of Methodism in 

wil~ be given in the next chapter. 
6The Provincial Wesleyan, December 27, 1872. 

this 
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1874 that five class meetings had been formed and that the 

number of church members was twenty. By 1884 this mission 

was divided, the southern section being called White Bay and 

the northern, St. Anthony. A mission was established at 

Flower Cove in 1874. This mission was on both sides of the 

Straits of Belle Isle and consisted of ten settlements along 

forty miles of the Labrador coast, and settlements along 

forty miles of the Newfoundland coast. 

Bay of Islands.-In the spring of 1862 the Wesleyans 

and Presbyterians residing at Bay of Islands took steps to 

secure the services of a minister. 

Early in the spring of this year all the Wesleyans and 
all the members of the Scotch church met together and 
unanimously resolved to build a Wesleyan Methodist 
church and also a school house, with the idea of getting 
a minister among them. They lost no time in hauling out 
the frame for the church, and very willingly contributed 
towards the building of it. They engaged men to put it 
up during the summer, and expect to have it completed 
free of debt by next year, when they hope a Wesleyan 
minister will be sent them.27 

In the station sheet of 1873, Bay of Islands was listed as a 

mission and a minister was sent there in October of that year. 

In May of the following year he reported that there were 

fifty families under pastoral oversight and a membership of 

four. St. George's which was sometimes connected with this 

mission and sometimes with Channel was made a separate mission 

in 1883. Bonne Bay which was connected with the Bay of Islands 

mission became a separate mission in 1881. 

27The Provincial Wesleyan, December 23, 1872. Letter 
from Rev. J. Hale, Carbonear. 
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Placentia and Fortune Bays 

and the South-west Coast 

Sound Island .-This community on the west side of 

Placentia Bay was until 1850 part of the Burin station. In 

that year, Charles Downes recently out from England, went 

there as a Methodist lay agent and teacher. A church had 

been erected in 1847. Mr . Do,vnes served not only Sound Island 

but other settlements in the area. He was authorized to per-

form the sacrament of baptism, and furthermore, because of 

the isolation of the community, was granted by Governor 

Bannerman a licence to celebrate marriage. He continued in 

his dual office until 1874 when a young preacher was appoint-

ed to the mission. 

Flat Islands.-Flat Islands, where twenty Protestant 

families were living in 1853, was part of the Burin circuit 

until twenty years later, when it became a separate mission. 

Prior to its becoming a mission, it too had the devoted 

services of teachers who conducted worship on Sundays and 

gave leadership in other church activities. 

Our mission LBurin/ is especially indebted for its 
present prosperity to the arduous self-denying efforts 
of Godly day-school teachers. Mr . Downes at Sound Island, 
and Messers Parsons and Stowe at Flat Islands, with their 
devoted wives, have laboured zealously and successfully 
for the Prince of Peace.2~ 

Burin.-This station begun in 1817 continued to be 

important and strong. A new church was built there in 1870. 

As a result of a revival in 1873, the membership increased 

28The Provincial Wesleyan, January 19, 1874. 
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by 300. As stated above, the missions of Sound Island and 

Flat Islands were once part of this extensive station. 

Grand Bank and Fortune.-In 1855 Grand Bank had 170 

members but two years later had less than 100; the reason was 

given in the minister's report to the District meeting: "He 

were threatened at the commencement of the present year by a 

deluge of worldly mindedness in which part of the church ap-

peared wholly absorbed. 
29 

As a result one class was disbanded." 

However, as a result of revivals there was an increase in 

membership, and in 1874 the 202 members were organized in 

sixteen classes. Fortune , whose first settler was a Wesleyan, 

remained an appointment of the Grand Bank circuit until 1878; 

but during the years 1867 to 1872 probationers who were assist-

ants at Grand Bank resided at Fortune and were in charge of 

the services there. New churches were built at Grand Bank and 

at Fortune in 1876 and 1877 respectively. 
30 

Western Shore.~ After the close of the Rev . J. s. 
Peach's ministry on the ~·Test em Shore, in the autumn of 1842, 

no minister was appointed there for almost twenty years, and 

this area was under the supervision of Grand Bank, whose 

minister reported in 1851 that there were forty-eight members 

at Petites, sixteen at Garia and five at Channel, and that a 

chapel had been erected at Petites . In his visit up the Western 

Shore as far west as Channel, he had preached there and at 

Petites, Burgee , Garia and Seal Islands. In 1857 he stated 

~6District Ninute Book, Vol . l. p. 244. 
The south coast from Fortune Bay west to Channel was 

called the \'/estern Shore . 



55 

that the people from the Western Shore visiting Grand Bank, 

regretted that a minister was not stationed among them. In 

the conference minutes of 1859 Petites - vJestern Shore was 

established as a Mission, and had its first minister one year 

later. 

Channel became a mission in 1851, but from 1866 to 

1869 was supplied from Petites, and from 1870 to 1873 Petites 

was supplied from Channel which had two men. The Rev. C. 

Pickles writing to The Provincial Wesleyan Harch 11, 1873, 

said: 

At vlestern Point and Garia, 1--lesleyans number greatly in 
excess of any other place on the circuit, and at Garia 
we have the greatest number of members. But I am sorry 
to say that the future prospects of that locality as 
regards Methodism do not look very bright, owing to the 
purpose of several families to emigrate to that newly
discovered land of PXfmise at the mouth of the St. 
Lawrence, Anticosti.~· 

Methodism did not have a large membership in this area at any 

time, one reason being the frequent emigrations to Cape Breton 

and other parts of Nove Scotia. In 1858 there were 211 persons 

in Channel of whom 89 were Wesleyans. The membership for both 

the Channel and the Petites Mission was 154 in 1884. 

Rev •. William l~rshall who was appointed 'visiting 

missionary' to the Western Shore in 1839, on a visit to 

Burgee in August, 1841, preached in the open air to a congreg

ation too large to meet in any house there. The people some 

of whom were Wesleyans who had resided earlier at Grand Bank, 

expressed the wish to build a church and promised ~0 toward 

the cost. However, it was not until 1880 that a mission was 

3lThe Provincial Wesleyan, April 9, 1873. 
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established there and the first church was built two years 

later. 

St. Pierre 

In 1873 the Newfoundland district decided to estab

lish a mission at St. Pierre. This mission was commenced 

chiefly at the insistence of J. J. Rogerson who was very 

much concerned because there was no Protestant minister at 

St. Pierre to minister to the English-speaking Protestants 

employed with the telegraph company, other engaged in 

business and the thousands who visited each year in connect

ion with the fishery or other trade. The 100 Protestants 

among the population of 5,000 agreed to merge denominational 

differences, and to accept a Methodist minister. A building 

was fitted up to serve as a church and a Sunday school room. 

The governor of the island promised a site for a Wesleyan 

church and $1400. was collected in St. John's towards the 

cost of the proposed building.32 

Joseph Parkins, an Englishman who could speak French, 

and was then teaching at the Methodist College, St. John's, 

was appointed to go there as minister. A few months after he 

began his ministry there, Mr. Parkins said that his congrega

tion consisted of several denominations - Episcopalians, Pres

byterians, Independents, and Wesleyans - the latter there 

were only five or six. Once every Sabbath 'the church service•, 

that is, the Church of England service, was used, according 

32n. W. Johnson, op. cit., p. 342. 



57 

to an agreement made between the people and the Rev. G. S. 

Milligan, Chairman of the district, on his visit to the 

island to look into the possibility of establishing a mission 

there. A Sunday school which included all the children was 

commenced, but the minister found difficulty in obtaining 

teachers for it.33 Mr. Parkins was reappointed to the mission 

in 1874 but was unable to continue his ministry. He was in

formed by the committee in charge of the building he had used, 

that it was required for services to be conducted by an 

Episcopal minister who had been obtained by the bishop of 

Newfoundland. As no other building was available the New

foundland conference decided 'to suspend its operations for 

the time being. 1 34 The Methodist Church did not re-establish 

a mission. 

Labrador 

The District paid no attention to Labrador from 1828 

to 1858 other than brief visits by a minister during the 

summers of 1844 and 184'). During the summer of 18')8 a 

minister went there for a few weeks, and summer visitation 

was continued for twenty years during which time chapels were 

built at Red Bay and other settlements. The Conference of 

1874 realized the necessity of maintaining and extending the 

ministry in Labrador and at its meeting that year stated: 

That the Eastern British America Conference recognized 
its obligation to sustain its mission to Labrador to the 

3~The Provincial Wesleyan, Narch 30, 1874. 
3 D. W. Johnson, op. cit., p. 342. 
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utmost extent of its ability, and the Brethren are direct
ed that when the collection for 'the Home Hission and 
Contingent Fund' is taken up, the claim of this t1ission 
be urged upon the attention of our friends, and that they 
be requested to contribute liberally to the Fund, in 
order that this important mission be well sustained.35 

A minister was sent to reside at Red Bay in 1878 and the work 

has continued ever since. These ministers served :for the greater 

part, the white residents and the :fishermen who v1ent :from 

Newfoundland to :fish there during the summer months . In l88l.f

the Conference opened a new station at Hamilton Inlet much 

farther north. Before 1858 the Church of England had estab-

lished two missions on the Labrador coast, Battle Harbour 

and Forteau, and they established another at Sandwich Bay in 

1859. In 1884 there were in Labrador 1,974 Church o:f England 

and 305 Methodists . 

**************** 

Means of Grace 

Methodism in Newfoundland in the last half of the 

nineteenth century would not have grown as it did without 

revivals, whose values and results were mentioned during the 

annual sessions of Conference. In 1860 it vras stated "that 

Hethodism lives and extends her borders by them",36 and in 

1870 "that on some circuits the work of God had been gracious

ly revived and the churches edi:fied.rr37 The Conference of 

1884 reported that during the year on twenty-nine circuits, 

~gE. B. A. Conference Hinutes, 1874, p. 

37
Ibid., 186o, p. 30. 
Ibid., 1870, p. 55. 
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over 1,600 persons had experienced conversion. One of these 

circuits was Fortune where "an extensive revival of religion 

took place ••• among the men chiefly, on Narch 30th., and 

continued until April 14th. n38 While all v1ho were converted 

during revivals did not become active members of the church, 

and some who became active did not remain so, yet it was 

through revivals that many new members both old and young 

were obtained, and these members helped to strengthen 

Nethodism . 

The importance of class meetings, prayer meetings, 

Covenant services and love feasts as well as regular 

attendance at public worship on the Sabbath was kept before 

the members who were warned also that absence from "these 

means of grace was a manifest indication of spiritual de

clension."39 One aspect of these opportunities to worship 

which was emphasized was the fellowship, so essential to 

one's comfort, spiritual progress, and renewal of spiritual 

strength. lviembers were exhorted: 

As Wesleyan Methodists forsake not the assembling of 
yourselves together in the weekly class meetings, where 
the disciples of the Saviour may build themselves up 
in their most holy

0
faith, and strengthen each other's 

hand in the Lord.~ 

Similar exhortations were given regarding the other ordin

ances.41 

1878, 

Parents were reminded of, and urged to observe the 

38The Evening Mercury , April 18, 1884. 
~9E. B. A. Conference Minutes, 1884, p. 37. 
4
oibid., 1865, p. 41. 
lrbid., 1858, p. 30. Newfoundland Conference Minutes, 

p. 24. 
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Sacrament of Baptism, and were told that by presenting their 

children for baptism they would become more aware of their 

responsibility for their Christian nurture. 

By dedicating them to the Redeemer in his own appointed 
way, we may be brought to feel more deeply interested 
in their spiritual welfare, and be led the more indust- 42 riously to train them up in the way that they should go. 

While members were reminded of their obligation to 

obey the Lord's command, 'This do in remembrance of me', 

and that the Lord's Supper was a means of grace to be 

received whenever there was opportunity, at the same time 

they were warned not to regard their observance of it as 

bestowing merit upon them, or necessarily securing their 

acceptance with God.43 

Sabbath Schools 

The increase in the number of.Sabbath Schools is 

indicative of the emphasis placed upon the religious train-

ing of boys and girls. At the annual sessions of Conference 

the importance of such training was stressed, as these 

excerpts from the Pastoral Address show. 

We would direct consideration to the high importance of 
caring for the spi;ra;Ltual interests of the rising youth 
of our generation.44 

The Sabbath school affords peculiar privileges for the 
religious instruction of your children: be careful to 
enjoin their regular attendance, and strive to enforce 
at home, the lessons received at the school.~5 

~2E. B. A. Conference Minutes, 1856, p. 26. 
~Ibid., 1856, p. 25, 1872, p. 29. 

45
Ibid., 1857, p. 32. 
Ibid., 1858, p. 30. 
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The reports from our Sabbath schools are of the most 
encouraging nature. This interesting part of the vine
yard is being worked with increasing efficiency. It is 
impossible for us to overestimate the importance of this 
department of our toil. Youthful piety is not only in
culcated in our creed, but it is a blessed reality in 
our schools and in our Church. Help us to save your 
children, bearing in mind that your sons and daughters 
ought m~inly to comprise the next generation of the 
Church.46 

The emphasis was not only on giving to boys and girls 

religious instruction, but also to help them obtain a con-

version experience. 

Aim definitely and directly from the beginning to secure 
at the earliest moment possible, the conversion of your 
children. Let no loveliness of person, no sweetness of 
disposition, no brightness of mental promise, no aimia
bility of general character on ~heir part, lead you to 
forget they must be born again.~7 

In 1866 the Conference adopted a Constitution for the 

management of Sabbath schools, in which it was stated: 

That it is very advisable that the children should be 
called together by the superintendent minister, either 
regularly, or as frequently as possible, on the week 
day, for the purpose of speaking to them more particular- / 
ly and more directly, upon the early conversion of their 
souls to God, and that such of them as evidence a serious 
concern

8
for their souls should be encouraged to meet in 

class.4 

The Sabbath School Committee reported to Conference in 1877 

that 364 children were converted during the year, and in the 

following~it was stated in the Pastoral Address, that, 

nhundreds of scholars are living in conscious acceptance 

with God, and their attendance at class-meeting is regular.••49 

Regret was expressed the next year because the number of 

~Newfoundland Conference Minutes, 1880, p. 24. 

4
§E. B. A. Conference Minutes, 1862, p. 32. 
Ibid., 1866, p. 29. 

49Newfoundland Conference Minutes, 1878, p. 23. 
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conversions were less than in the previous year. 

We observe with sorrow that the number of conversions 
this year is only 192 as against 445 last year; that 
the number meeting in class in 716 against 824 last 
year. This falling off may be partly accounted for by 
the fact that many of the children have to leave school 
during the summer, and are in their circumstances ex
posed to temptations and difficulties many and severe.50 

The importance of conversion continued to be stressed and 

in 1884, the Committee in its report said: 

In this country amid many difficulties our Sabbath 
school work is developing rapidly. The past year has 
been a good one and

5
i26 conversions have been reported 

among our scholars. 

At the sessions of Conference, the ministers were 

reminded of their responsibility, and asked to remind the 

parents of theirs also in this important department of the 

Church. Hinisters were asked "to gather the children of the 

church at as early an age as possible, into catechumen 

classes for religious instruction and training."52 Parents 

were asked to support the Sabbath school teachers, and to 

help develop the religious life of their children by family 

worship, "a duty essential alike to order and regularity in 

the domestic circle, and to the implantation of religious 

sentiment in the hearts of the young."53 By their attendance 

at Sabbath Schools, some adults set a good example for the 

children. In 1878, 1,567 adults were attending, - an increase 

of 443 over the previous year.54 

50Ibid., 1879, p. 38. 

5
51Ibid., 1884, p. 25. 

2E. B. A. Conference Ninutes, 1870, p. 33. 
53Ibid., 1856, p. 27. 
54Netvfoundland Conference Ninutes, 1878, p. 33. 
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To assist in the implanting of moral and spiritual 

ideals in the minds of boys and girls, libraries were 

provided in many of the Sabbath schools. Ministers were 

advised to procure for the libraries, biographies, biblical 

and other works published by the Methodist body.55 

The scholars, as the boys and girls were usually 

called, were helped to see not only the need to develop 

their own spiritual lives but also the need to make the 

Gospel available to others, and emphasis was laid upon the 

Church's missionary program. In 1879 the Sabbath School 

Committee of St. John's offered Conference a guarantee of 

$300 annually towards the support of a minister in 

Labrador, and in April of that year held a Sabbath School 

Missionary Service. The amounts raised for missionary work 

by the schools in the Conference in 1879 and 1882 were $748. 

and $1,000 respectively. 

A feature of the Sabbath school attractive to the 

scholars was the Annual Treat or Picnic. As early as 1839, 

650 children and adults were present at a picnic held in 

Carbonear, and in 1878, 700 teachers and scholars attended 

one at St. John's. However, in some instances, at these 

social events, the spiritual side of life was not forgotten, 

and teachers and scholars assembled at the church before 

going to the picnic site, and returned to the church for a 

closing hymn before dispersal.56 

5gE• B. A. Conference Minutes, 1859,p. 15. 
5 The Courier, August 13, 1859. 
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The Methodists continued to give the Sabbath School 

a place of importance and in 1882 decided that the second 

Sabbath in November would be regarded as Children's Sabbath, 

and that on that day special services would be held through-

out the whole Conference. Also, at each annual session of 

Conference, one evening was devoted to this work, and a 

Public Service called the Sabbath School Meeting was held, 

at which the secretary of the committee presented the report, 

and three of four addresses were given. The wording of the 

topics varied a little from year to year, but they were 

essentially the same. In 1880 the topics were: 

1. The importance of the Sabbath School as viewed in 
relation to the religious training of the young. 

2. The Sabbath School viewed as an institution of the 
Church, demands the sympathy and cooperation of her 
members. 

3. The responsibility assumed by Sabbath School teachers, 
and the great need of personal piety for the faithful 
performance of the duties of this office. 

4. The best means for making our Sabbath schools a mental, 
moral and religious success.57 

Table of Sabbath School Statistics 
for the years 1859, 1874, 1884. 

Year Schools Teachers Scholars Library Volumes 

1859 33 295 2,644 475 (1866) 

1875 83 638 5,050 2,460 

1884 122 937 8,309 4,644 

57Newfoundland Conference Minutes, 1880, p. 43. 
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In 1884, nineteen per cent of the Methodists in Newfoundland 

were enrolled in the Sabbath Schools. 

Sabbath Gbservance 

Wesley urged that the Sabbath be kept wholly sacred, 

and Hethodists strove to have it observed as a day of rest 

and worship. The early missionaries to Newfoundland had to 

contend with Sabbath breaking. 

Hauling caplin and jigging squids for bait were generally 
practised on that sacred day. Catching fish, sometimes; 
but taking seals and making fish on the Sabbath were 
universally practised.5~ 

Ministers and laity were asked to "vigilantly guard against 

the ever recurring temptation to infringe upon its sanctity, 

arising either from the pressure of domestic duties, or the 

less potent demands of social li.fe. 11 59 The Conference of 

1875 passed the following resolution on Sabbath Observance . 

The Conference is grieved to knovJ that in many parts of 
this Island there is a great degree of Sabbath desceration. 
Believing the divine command to keep holy the Sabbath day 
to be binding, it would not forget to remind our people 
of their duty in this most i mportant matter. It is there
fore resolved that a sermon be preached in all our 
circuits, the first Sabbath in February on Sabbath ob
servance, and that all congregations be admonished to 
observe the sanctity of the Lord's Day, and to appreciate 
its innumerable blessings.bO 

The Conference of 1883 unanimously adopted a resolution pro

testing the operating of Excursion Trains on the Lord's Day 

and urgently requested His Excellency in Council to take 

58w. Wilson, On . cit., p. 218. 
59E. B. A. Conference Hinutes, 1865, p. 41. 
60Ne\vfoundland Conference Hinutes, 1875, p. 22. 
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such steps as would lead to the suppression of the evil.61 

The same Conference also a greed to seek legal advice: 

As to power of the Legislature to interfere in the 
matter of taking seals on the Sabbath, and that, there
upon, steps be taken to have a petition drafted and as 
largely signed as possible, that this terrible and 
growing evil may be stopped.62 

The l'·iethodist preachers believed that the Sabbath 

could be desecrated not only by the operation of trains and 

the killing of seals on the Sabbath, but also by persons 

visiting or lounging and engaging in idle or unprofitable 

conversation, and church members were warned against engag-

ing in these pastimes. The preachers sought to i mpress upon 

their hearers that the Sabbath ought to be a day dedicated 

to God and the service of His sanctuary.63 

In 1874 Jvfethodist members of the government, at 

least four of whom were prominent laymen in their church 

and delegates to the Annual Conference, received criticism 

because they remained in the House on the Sabbath to do 

business. The occasion was f1arch 14th., \'lhen a Revenue Bill 

was being debated. R. J. Parsons spoke :from 9 p.m. to mid

night and left with the entire Opposition, thinking the 

government party would not continue to do business on the 

Sabbath, which they did, and passed the Bill. On Narch 17th. 

the Morning Chronicle carried an editorial in which the 

Hethodists were rebuked for their action o:f profaning the 

Sabbath. "It is remarkable that the first instance of such 

the 
61Ibid., 1883, p. 36. The Newfoundland Diocese o:f 

Churgh of England presented a similar resolution. 
2Ibid., 1883, p. 37. 

63NevJfoundland Conference Hinutes, 1880, p. 25. 
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a profanation has occurred under our new Wesleyan adminis

tration. u64 

Personal Religion and Its Enemies 

\vesley' s emphasis on Christain Perfection \·las kept 

before his followers in Ne1.vfoundland. An exhortation to per

sonal piety, to practical godliness and to become holy was 

given repeatedly in the Pastoral Address of Conference and 

in sermons. The attainment of' this goal involved more than 

'refraining f'rom', it included also 'striving af'ter'. Members 

were warned to keep themselves unspotted f'rom the world and 

to withdraw from its vanities, its pursuits and its pleas

ures.65 Also they i.'iere told, "Sabbath-keeping, psalm-singing, 

sanctuary attendance, sacramental communion, paying tithes 

and giving alms can never be accepted in the place of pure, 

vital, personal goodness."66 The ministers did not decry the 

ordinances of religion; they exhorted their people to avail 

of them, and proclaimed their necessity and benefits to a 

person's spiritual growth. However, they preached also, that 

each member must press on towards the goal of' personal godli

ness. Members were urged : i ,-:- "let the holiness of' Christ, as 

exhibited in his lif'e, and included in the gospel, be the 

standard of excellence towards which you are constantly 

64Morning Chronicle, March 17, 1874. Methodists in 
the Government party were J. J. Rogerson, John Rorke, John 
Steer, A. J. W. McNeily, C. R. Ayre and C. Duder, also 
Stephen g~ndell, a member of the Executive Council. 

66
E. B. A. Conference Minutes, 1870, p. 59. 
Ibid., 1863, p. 39. 
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aspiring.u67 

The members were warned of the enemies of personal 

piety. In 1870 the Conference expressed concern because some 

of the members who professed conversion were associating 

with the unconverted in "the everchanging amusements and 

customs of the times,u68 and that this was in a large measure 

responsible for the lukewarmness and backsliding in the 

church. The Conference gave some guidance to, and at the 

same time cautioned its members, in the following resolution. 

That while we would not restrain our people from those 
innocent pleasures and pursuits which in themselves are 
harmless and tend to invigorate the physical system, we 
would caution the~ against giving encouragement to 
those diversions,69 such as dancing, attending theatres, 
and such other amusements as cannot be taken in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.70 

Although books and periodicals were not easily 

available to many people in the smaller communities, es

pecially in Nevlfoundland, yet the ministers were concerned 

about the cheap literature and teeming periodicals which 

they described as being frivolous and dissipating and 

vehicles of influences relaxing and polluting to the moral 

energies, and of books containing skeptical principles and 

soul-destroying errors. Members were asked to exercise much 

discrimination in the selection of books for family reading, 

and to avoid those which could have a baneful influence, 

~~Ibid., 1872, p. 78. 
Ibid., 1870, p. 43. 

69The Pastoral Address of 1870 mentions other 
diversions such as fashionable folly and dissipation, ex
travagance in dress al!d manner,_ card-playing and charades. 
E. B. A. Conference 1'11nutes, lb70, p. 60. 

JOE. B. A. Conference Minutes, 1870, p. 43. 
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and could lead them to neglect the Bible and other works of 

real value.71 

To help make good literature available to its 

people, the N ev.rfoundland Conference in 1879 requested the 

General Conference to provide a Branch Book Room in St. 

John's. The request was not granted but in that year a 

colporteur was appointed who not only visited many commun-

ities and sold and distributed literature, but also shared 

in and conducted worship services. In 1879 he visited 

thirty-one communities in Trinity Bay, Bonavista Bay and 

Notre Dame Bay; in 1880 he visited twenty-five communities 

and 3,187 families; and, in 1881 he visited 2,460 families 

in sixty-six places, and conducted fifty-three prayer meet-

ings and other religious services. Each year books to the 

value of approximately nine hundred dollars were sold.72 The 

colporteur's committee73 in its report to Conference in 1880 

said: 

In distributing religious literature throughout this 
Island, our object is to place in the hands of the 
members of our congregations, at the lowest possible 
ratesi such reading materials as will promote their 
menta and spiritual good.74 

In addition to the books sold, religious tracts were distri

buted. The committee reported in 1882 that funds were needed, 

71These warnings are found in E. B. A. Conference 
Minutes, 1862, p. 42; 1872, p. So, and Newfoundland Confer
ence Minutes, 1880, p. 26. 

72statistics taken from the Colportage Reports in 
the Minutes of Conference for those years. 

73For many years the committee consisted of J. J. 
Rogerson~4H.H.A., c. R. Ayre, M.H.A., and John Steer, M.H.A. 

t Newfoundland Conference Minutes, 1880, p. 33. 
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"in order that the .free distribution o.f religious tracts 

may be made on a more liberal scale than is now possible."75 

The deep concern o.f the ministers .for the personal holiness 

which could be aided by good literature, is evident also 

.from the attention given to it at the annual sessions o.f 

the Conference. In 1880 and annually .for eight years there-

a.fter, Con.ference held 'A Service .for the P romotion o.f 

Holiness', at which addresses were given by several o.f the 

brethren.76 

l-iusic and Socials 

Music was another important .feature o.f Hethodism 

during the period 1860 to 1884. Each o.f the two St. John's 

churches was equipped with a good organ, and many concerts 

o.f sacred music were given. One o.f these was held in the 

spring o.f 1861 be.fore the new organ was installed, at 

which "the attendance was highly respectable and numerous, 

including the principal Wesleyan .families o.f St. John's and 

many other ladies and gentlemen.u77 A year later another 

concert was held, in announcing which The Courier said: 

"··· and the magnificent organ lately erected will be used 

throughout the performance .furnishing the audience with a 

treat not heretofore equalled in the city.n78 The .following 

75rbid., p. 36. 
76The Minutes o.f Conference do not give the topics 

o.f the addresses, but say only that the meeting was address
ed by several o.f the brethren. 

77
8

The Courier~ April 31, 1861. 
7 March 29, 1~62. 
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report was given of a concert held in the spri~g of 1873 

in aid of the new George Street Church: 

This /concer~ all our journals noticed roost favourably, 
and by many who have had the opportunity of judging it, 
is regarded as not only the very best entertainment of 
t h e kind ever given in this colony, but pronounced to 
be one that would be deemed most creditable in any of 
our principal cities. The selections were from Handel, 
Mendelssohn, Mercadante, h ozini, and Shore, and compris
ed solos, duets, one trio, and t·Ho c horuses, all of 
which 1vere rendered in a manner which reflected the 
h ighest credit u pon Hr. Handcock as conductor, and the 
fifty ladies a~d gentlemen representing the best musi
cal talent in our ovm and sister churches.79 

:huch attention was given to music and the install

ation of organs during the seventies a~d eighties. Pipe 

organs were placed in the churches at St. John's, Bonavista, 

Ca rbon ea r, a~d Brigus, and other tJ~es of organs were placed 
8o 

in churches in many other places. Many of the orga ns were 

installed by the Hon. J. B . Ayre wh o installed organs in 

the St. John's churches and also at Brigus and Bonavista. 

His ability was recognized by British organ builders who 

entrusted to him the installation of their instruments. He 

and others helped to enhance the prestige of Hethodism, 

especially in St. John's, by the high quality of its music. 

Beginning about 1860 the Methodists began to hold 
81 social events, such as Fruit and Flower Festivals, Bazaars, 

79The ? rovincial Wesleyan, April 23, 1 873. A report 
by the Rev. G. s. liilligan. 

eor am indebted to Dr. David K. Peters, present 
organist at Cochrane Street United Church, St. John's for 
this information. Dr. Peters prepared in 1962 a paper on 
"The s tgfY of Lusic in the United Churches in ewfoundland.n 

The Public Ledger, lv1arch 30, 1 875. "A Bazaar \vill 
be held in October nex t to aid in liquidatin g the debt on 
t h e George Street l"1ethodist Church." (It was held :from 
November lOth. to 15th.) 
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Husicales, and Teas . 02The purpose of these socials was to 

raise money to help meet the cost o:f churches and parsonages . 

Also, in some cases they provided opportunities :for children 

and adults to display musical and other talents. In many 

settlements these provided the :first opportunity :for people 

to assemble other than :for religious services. 

Hissionary :Heetings and Temperance 

In an endeavour to increase interest in, and to 

obtain support :for the missionary program of its church at 

home and a broad missionary meetings '\vere held annually. 

Usually three or :four ministers in an area would share in 

the conduct of these meetings, and sometimes laymen would 

address the gathering. At :first, such meetings were a 

novelty83 , and there were large congregations. The increase 

82The Courier, Earch 31, 1860. "The :first Public 
Tea 1-~eeting ever held in Tv1illingate took place in the ne'tv 
and spacious T.iesleya'1 Church on Tuesday , 21st. 430 persons 
were present." The P rovincial 1Jesleyan, March 26, lU80. A 
letter :from the Rev . George Vater, Greenspond, February 14, 
1880. "Yesterday we held a tea-meeting in the Greenspond 
hethodist School Room, being the :first of a series of such 
efforts, in aid of liquidating the debt on the beautiful and 
commodious parsonage lately erected. Some 100 persons par
took o:f a sumptuous repast, after which a public meeting was 
held in the church. The church choir under the direction of 
l-·1rs . Whj, te gave choice selections of music ." 

b3The Provincial ~Jesleyan, Narch 26, 1880. A letter 
from the Rev . George Vater , Greenspond, February 14, 1880. 
"On the 3rd. inst. at Swain's Island, there \vas held an 
enthusiastic and successful meeting, in connection with the 
hethodist Church. It being the :first meeting held among them, 
the curiosity of the people was somewhat aroused, and a :full 
church was the result. Their liberal contributions amounted 
to ;b5 8s 3d. 
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in givings for missions from $2,032. in 1862 to $6,624. in 

l 8b4 shows a growing interest, and enabled the church to 

expand her work. 

Methodism has always been known for its firm stand 

against the use of alcohol, and ttthose who became }.~.ethodists 

undertook to taste no spirituous liquors and no drams of any 

kind unless prescribed by a physician." 8~ethodists at the 

Annual Sessions of Conference passed resolutions to obey the 

rule of their church and to pronate total abstinence. The 

following resolution was passed by the Conference of 1874. 

That as the church of Christ should be the most e f fect
ual promoter of moral reform, we pledge ourselves to 
renewed efforts to purify a~d preserve her from re
proach by discountenancing all complicity of her mem
bers with the great evil of intemperance, whether by 
drinking, nanufacturing, selling, signi~g petitiops 
for licence, or furnishing or

8
r
5
enting places for the 

sale of intox icating liquors. 

In Newfoundland the Hethodists were not alone in 

promoting total abstinence, which was called temperance. 

In 1838 a Total Abstinence Society was formed in St . John's, 

which three years later had a membership of 250, and had 

the support of the Presbyterian and Hethodist ministers in 
86 

the totvn. About the same time in Conception Bay , Roman 

Catholic priests were promoting temperance, and at Carbonear, 

84l·Ialdwy~ Edtvards, After ~Jesley: 
ia.l and Political Influence of Lethodism( 
The ~pwg5th Press, 193 , p. 132. 

86
E •. B ~ A. Confer~nce N~nutes, 1874, p. 45. 
Ph1.l1.p Tocque, v-lander1.n Thou ts of Soli tar Hours 

(London: Thomas Richardson & Son, , p. 17 • 
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the Church of England and Nethodist ministers "were administ

ering the pledge to the members of their respective congrega

tions.n-87rn l88o a local paper reported: 

The cause of Temperance is manifestly progressing 
amongst us with great and rapid strides. All creeds 
and classes in St . John's are enlisted in this excellent 
work, a~d tg§ nur~ber of adherents appears to be daily 
augmentlng . 

The same article stated that at Torbay, Placentia, Burin and 

s t. Lawrence, the Roman Catholic priests were giving leader

ship in the cause. 

Hethodist ministers organized Temperance Societies 

for adults and Bands of Hope for juveniles . In l b83 there 

were four of the former with sixty-one members, and eight-
89 . 

een of the latter with 1,648 members . Whlle the membership 

in these societies was small, yet Methodists supported 

strongly the temperance movement, a nd individual ministers 

and congregations, as well as the Conference petitioned for 

a law to prevent the s a le of intoxicating liquors in any 

area where a two-thirds majority expressed by a vote, op

position to it. Such a law came into effect in 1 873, with 

the passing by the Legislature of the Permissive Bill -

sometimes refered to as the local option law - which was 

presented by J . J. Rogerson. Plebiscites were held, especial 

ly in areas where t h e Methodists were in the ma jority, and in 

1883 the Conference off icers said in the Pastoral Address: 

87Ibid., !!• 179. 
88Evening Telegram , January 9, 1 880. Copied from The 

,Jewfoundl ander. 
[)9New:foundland Conference Ninutes, p . 32. 
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He reJOJ..ce that in certain Districts within the bounds 
of our Conference the local opti~B law has come into 
operation during the past year. 

Between 1860 and 1880 there was a considerable decrease in 

the importation of rum, ale and porter , but a slight increase 

in wines and spirits. 

Table Showing Number of Gallons of Alcoholic 
Beverages Imported in Newforndland 

in 1872 and 1883 9 

Ale, porter, cider 

Rum 93,036 (1862) 

Wines 

Brandy 

lvhiskey 

Gin 

1o,go6 (1862) 

1872 

63 '835 

116,331 

12,823 

7, 505 

8,444 

17,599 

1883 

55 , 928 

87 ,236 

11,623 

10,092 

9,264 

8 , 813 

From 1874 to 1884 the population increased from 161,374 to 

197,589 and the Methodists increased from 35,702 to 48,767. 92 

While total abstinence was not practised by all 

Methodists , yet those who were 'converted ' and many others 

were total abstainers, and by these the drinking of intoxi

cating liquors was looked upon as committing a cardinal sin. 

Total abstinence, more often called temperance, was recognized 

both without as well as within Methodism as one of her dis-

tinctive features. 

9~ewfoundland Conference Minutes , 1883, p. 32. 
9lstatistics take~ from the Journal of the House of 

Assembl~ 1873 and 1884. 
2statistics taken from the Census Records . 
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The period 1855 to 1884 was for Methodism in New

foundland one of growth in numbers, church buildings and 

schools, ministers a~d stations, and of strict observance 

of its discipline. It was stated at the Conf'ere!lce of 1877 

that "many parts of' this Isla"1d until lately have been un

visited by us, but we are thankful to state that few places 

are now left \vi thout our ministrations. u93statistics have 

been, and others will be given in later chapters to show 

the extent of that grO''-vth. That such gro-1.vth could only take 

place in a certain kind of environment, we attempt to show 

in Chapter Five. 

93New:found1and Conference Hinutes, 1877, p. 19. 



Chapter Four 

Education Under the Nethodist Church 

From its very beginning the Hethodist Church played 

an important role in education in Newfoundland. Couglan, 

in 1776, established a school at Harbour Grace and appointed 

a schoolmaster.l In the early years of the nineteenth century, 

the wives of ministers serving at Carbonear, operated schools 

in that community.2 Boys and girls - 1,200 of them in 1825 

were taught to read and write in the Sunday schools, which 

provided for many of them the only opportunity they ever had 

to acquire these skills.3 In 1819 two missionaries4serving 

in the island appealed to the Wesleyan Missionary Committee, 

London, for financial assistance to operate Day schools, and 

because of a favourable response, by 1827 three schools were 

in operation, one at Blackhead, one at Bay Roberts , and 

another at Portugal Cove.5 With the establishment of schools 

1F. w. Rowe, Education in New:foundland(Toronto: The 
Ryerson Press, 1952), p . 27. 

2F. VJ . Rut.ve, The Develo ment of Education in 1"-Te\vfound
land( Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 19 , pp. 7 -7 • Mrs . 
James Bulpitt conducted a school in her home from 1798 to 
1805, :for twe-nty or thirty boys and girls. Hrs. Sampson 
ope-ned a school for girls in 1813. 

3Wilson, op. cit., p. 378. In their annual reports 
to the District meeting, the ministers gave the number o:f 
boys and girls in Sunday school who were learning to read 
and wri:te. 

lf.correspondence to the Wesleyan Nissionary Comn:littee; 
microfilm copy. The ministers were: Rev•. John Walsh and 
John Be~l . 

?public Ledger and Advertiser, Nov . 13 2 1827. Report 
o:f the Wesleyan Auxiliary Missionary Society. 

77 
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by the Newfoundland School Society formed in 1823, which 

offered educational opportunities gratuitously, and the 

unwillingness of parents to help pay the cost to operate 

schools,6the Methodists did not increase the number of 

their schools until 1843~ 

The service of the churches to education was recogniz-

ed by the state when it passed, in 1836, the first Education 

Act for the establishment and support of elementary schools. 

~2100 was allotted for this purpose, ~600 of which was 

allotted for existing schools which had been established by 

the churches. By this Act the Hesleyan Methodist Church did 

not receive any financial help for education, but Wesleyan 

children attending schools operated by the Ne\vfoundland 

School Society benefitted from the grant of ~300, made to it. 

By the Act of 1843 the Wesleyans received ~250 for education-

al purposes, and schools were operated at eight places, - · 

Carbonear, Blackhead, Bay Roberts, Cupids, Catalina, Brigus, 

St. John's, and Fortune. Financial assistance came also from 

the Hissionary Committee, London.- At the 1843 District l-1eet

ing: 

It was resolved that the Committee of the Auxiliary 
lussionary Society be requested to concur with the 
Board in recommending that the Committee of the Parent 
Society allow the sum of one hundred and ten pounds to 
be added to the two hundred and fifty pounds from the 
local legislature fo:r;., the gene.·al purpose of education 
among the Wesleyans. l 

The District Meeting of 1844 expressed its thanks 

for the legislative grant and the lack of stringent restrict-

6District Ninute Book, Vol. 1, p. 73. 
7Ibid., Vol. l, p. 405 
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ions as to its use. 

It is with much pleasure 1ve state that the grants made 
to the 1vesleyan schools are perfectly free from any 
restriction whatsoever either as to the appropriation 
of the money or the management of the schools. The 
Chairman of the District draws two hundred and fifty 
pounds sterling on production of his certificate that 
Wesleyan schools are in operation on the particular 
district :for which such grants are made.8 

Also by the Act o:f 1843, where the majority of Protestant 

inhabitants were lvesleyans, there was to be a majority of 

Wesleya'l1s on the special Boards, and thus the \·lesleyans had 

a voice in the expenditure o:r another ~500 of the education 

grant. In view of this we see the truth of the statement: 
I 

"By 1843 elementary education had taken on distinct denom

inational controls .. n 9 

The Ninutes o:f the 1844 District Heeting contain 

rules :for the Day schools under the management of the 

District ... 

Schools to be opened and concluded with singing and 
prayer; and that the teachers be members o:f the Society 
or at least religious persons whose moral character will 
bear strictest scrutiny.lO 

In 1847 the Wesleyan Committee on Education, consisting of 

W. Faulkner, T. Anguin and J. England, presented a report 

to the District l1eeting, in which it recommended that the 

number of schools be increased to thirteen, and allocated 

sums o:r money to each. Furthermore, it recommended that the 

General Missionary Committee in London, be asked for ~150, 

8Ibid., Vol. 1., p. 419 
98owe, The Development ••• , p. 66 
l District Jv.d.nute Book, Vol. 1, p. 419 
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That the District Meeting should give directions for 
making an annual collection in all our chapels and 
preaching places in this Island ••• so that an adequate 
sum might be annually at the disposal of the District 
Meeting for sustaining and extending its educational 
operations.ll 

Discussing the inefficiency of the local schools, the report 

recommended that: 

••• to remove this evil~·· at least one, if practicable 
two, trained Masters from one of the formal Institutions 
in the United Kingdom should be obtained, to be placed 
in St. Johnrs, and the second in Conception Bay, who in 
addition to the respectable schools they might establish 
in these localities, might imDart the advantages of the 
system to other teachers •••• l2 

The next year, 1848, the District set up a J'Te-vrfoundland 

Wesleyan School Fund, to be supported by individual sub

scriptions and by collections to be taken in all the chapels. 

The people were to be informed of this fund and its import

ance by a circular letter. 

The Education Act of 1843 remained in effect for six 

years. As the time of expiry drew near, it was evident that 

some Protestants wanted a subdivision of the grant made to 

Protestants. The Wesleyans protested any such subdivision, 

and petitions to that effect signed by members of many 

congregations were forwarded to the Legislature by their cler

gy. In 1850 at a special meeting of t·lesleyan clergymen held 

at Carbonear, a petition was prepared and submitted to the 

House of Assembly, in which they expressed strongly their 

opposition to subdivision of the Grant, and their reasons for 

lli bid.' p. 472 
12rbid., p. 472 
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taking such a sta~d. 

Your Petitioners would most respectfully submit, that 
further to divide the said Grant, would render these 
schools discouragingly insufficient, and in many 
instances defeat the benevolent and patriotic design of 
your Honourable House; and as in the event of such a 
division, each Protestant Denomination would feel bound 
to do all in their power to impart religious and secular 
instruction to the children of their own people, there 
would be created a number of petty and rival schools; 
several of which would necessarily be of an inferior 
character, these evils so greatly to be deplored would 
probably be the most rife, when the people have been the 
least instructed, and where social harmony is essential 
to social progress and prosperity.l3 

Denominationalism in education emerged when the 

government, recognizing the need for schools beyond the 

elementary level, attempted to establish in St. John's, in 

1843, two colleges, - one for Protestants and the other for 

Roman Catholics. Bishop Howley of the Catholic Diocese was 

not in favour of this proposal and his refusa l to agree, ex

cept on the condition that he have full control of the Roman 

Catholic College, caused the government to abandon the plan. 

Accordingly, the government set up a non-denominational 

academy the following year which both Anglica n and Roman 

Catholic leaders refused to accept and which because of a small 

enrollment ceased to function in 1850. However, in 1852, this 

11 General Academy was divided into three denominational branch

es, to be operated in three different places under three dif

ferent masters with separate boards."llttrhe same year a further 

step was taken towards denominational educa tion when "permis

sive legislation was passed giving Protestant boards in St. 

l~Ibid., Vol. 1., p. 543. 
l Ro,o~e, The Development ••• , p. 85 
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John's and Conception Bay the right to subdivide on denom

inational lines, provided that teachers' salaries were not 

reduced below ;h30 a year by any changes that might be made.nl5 

The Wesleyans who were increasing in number felt 

that they should have in St. John's, their own academy as 

did the Anglicans and the Roman Catholics. At first they did 

not build an academy but provided opportunity for secondary 

education in the third and highest department in the Wesley

an Training School. i On October 18, 1852, this school was 

opened in St. John's with a Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton who had 

been trained in the Glasgow Normal Seminary, as teachers. The 

importance of this school is indicated by the fact that the 

1853 examination of the pupils, conducted by Mr. and Mrs. 

Hamilton: 

Was held in the presence of His Excellency the Governor, 
the Honourable Colonial Secretary, the Honourable the 
Attorney General, the .Rev. E. Botterell, and others, of 
whom half were ladies. About ninety boys and girls were 
present who were examined by Mr. Hamilton, the exercises 
being a lesson from the sacred scriptures, a gallery 
lesson on the natural life of a spider, Geography on the 
maps of Europe and England, Orthography, Etymology, and 
Arithmetic, in all of which they displayed considerable 
efficiency. The ladies examined the needlework of the 
girls with which they appeared to be well pleased.l6 

In 1855 the Wesleyans were operating not only the 

Wesleyan Training School, St. John's, but also elementary 

schools at Carbonear, Harbour Grace, Blackhead, Old Perlican, 

Brigus, Cupids, Port-de-Grave, Burin, Sound Island, Bonavista, 

and :four or five other communities. In 1851 the Newf'oundland 

l5Ibid., p. 85. 
16Public Ledger and Advertiser, January 3, 1854. 



wesleyan Methodist School Society was formed to raise funds 

and to allocate them and the grant from the legislature, 

and to have the general oversight of the Hesleyan Nethodist 

schools and educational programme. The Methodists continued 

to operate from eight to fourteen schools for thirty years 

from 1843 to 1873 with an average annual enrollment of 650. 

The next, and a very important step in education to 

be taken by the Hethodists was the establishment of an 

Academy in St. John's. An editorial in the Courier, March 

17, 1858 said: 

We are most happy to witness the unanimity that prevails 
among the Wesleyans on the Academy question; the prayer 
of the petitions from every Circuit in the Colony, pre
sented on Monday the eight instant, to endow an Academy 
of their O\in, will be granted simply because it is just 
and cannot be denied.l7 

Construction of the Academy was begun in 1859 and it was 

opened in 1860. In July 1864 a correspondent to The Pro

vincial Wesleyan said: 

When it is taken into consideration that although the 
Academy has been in existence only four and half years, 
one hundred and sixty-Dne have been educated wholly or 
in part of it, nearly one hundred of whom are scattered 
to different parts of the colony, some filling positions 
in mercantile establishments, others engaged in the 
onerous a~d equally important duty of teaching, surely 
it is a cause of great encouragement. We are glad to 
state that it is the intention of the Directors of the 
Academy to institute, with the commencement of the next 
academic term an English or elementary department to be 
conducted in the lower room of the building by a com
petent teacher. Fees will be lower so that education will 
be within the means of the poorest and humblest.l8 

As indicated above, by 1864 several teachers had been trained 

in the Academy.-

l7The Courier, Harch 17, 1858. 
l8The Provincial Hesleyan, July 20, 1864 
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On April 29, 1874, the r:rew:foundland Legislature 

passed 'An Act to Amend the Act Zor the Encouragement o:f 

Education, and to provide :for the denominational subdivision 

of the Monies appropriated :for Protestant Educational pur

poses.' The Rev. Dr. G. s. Milligan writing to The Provin

cial vlesleyan immedia tely after the p a ssing o:f the Act said: 

Bigotry and Prejudice have led to the adoption of this 
act, which will require three sets of schools with all 
the appliances for training teachers, while common sense 
has been forcing many to see that the mean s at command 
are scarcely adequate :for one efficient school system. 
lesleyans for the s a ke o:f peace have been consentient 
to the principle of this obnoxious Bill, although on 
patriotic grounds abhorring it.l9 

The Act was to come into effect in July 1875 after the 

census had been taken. 

It is impossible to assess fully the importance of 

this Act to 1:" ethodism in !'Tew.foundland. Ho1..;ever, we kno\v that 

this recognition of the Methodist church in the colony, and 

the granting o:f monies whereby school buildings were repair

ed and others erected, and Methodist teachers employed, some 

of whom served the church as Sunday school teachers, some as 

lay readers, and others as church organists, gave Methodism 

a status and influence which co tributed greatly to its 

gro,.;th. It was i mpressed upon teachers during their train

ing that they were expected to be workers in the church. In 

the superintendent's report for 1880 he said that all the 

Pupil Teachers at the I ethodist Academy: 

Have been required t h rough the winter to spend an hour, 
weekly, in Bible Class conducted by the Superintendent 
of Methodist schools, irrespectively of other privileges 

l9I bid., May 4, 1 874 
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connected with Methodist Pastorate and Sabbath schools.20 

By the Act of 1874, Methodist Boards of Education 

were set up to manage and expend the monies appropriated 

for Wesleyan educational purposes. The 1876 Act stated the 

number and bounds of the Methodist Education Districts, of 

which there were twenty-four. The senior or superintendent 

clergyman of the Wesleyan church resident or officiating in 

the education district was to be a member of the Board. The 

Governor in Council was to nominate and appoint a member of 

a Wesleyan church to be inspector of Wesleyan schools, and 

money was voted for this purpose. The Rev. G. s. Milligan, 

M.A., one of the outstanding ministers of the day, was ap

pointed to this office. 

A sum of money was appropriated among the several 

denominations for the training of teachers, by the Act of 

1874. By the Act of 1878 specific amounts were set for male 

and female teachers to help them meet the cost of their 

training, and also provision was made for training facilities. 
--z \4\v,, ...-

Section LVIII of the 1878.Act stated: 

There shall be established in St. John's a Church of 
England Academy, a Roman Catholic Academy and a Nethodist 
Academy.21 

Each Academy was to have a Board of Directors, which vtas to 

be a body corporate and politic, and which was to be comprised 

of members of their respective denominations. Academies had 

already been established by these church bodies. What must 

20Methodist Superintendent Report 1880, p. 13. 
21Journal of the House of Assembly, 1876, pp. 54-55. 
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have been meant here, were facilities for the training of 

teachers. Section LXIV of the Act said: 

The Academies in this Act mentioned shall afford facil
ities for the illustration and practise of the most 
approved methods of Teaching, and of the organization 
and management of schools, to such Pupil Teachers as 
shall be duly appointed to be trained therein.22 

Thus, teachers were trained in academies of their denomina-

tion, and thereby the relationship between church and school 

was made much closer and stronger. 

The first and second rules approved by the Governor 

in Council in 1875 for the government of public schools 

under Methodist boards, were: 

1. All schools shall be opened and closed with prayer ~ 
and singing according to the forms provided by the · 
Board. 
2. Half an hour shall be devoted to the reading of 
Scriptures in the authorized version, immediately 
after the opening of the school in the morning.2j 

The superintendent, speaking of the qualifications of pupil 

teachers said: 

Above all it is essential that the teachers of youth be 
persons of ~exceptionarmoral worth, whose example is 
a steady rebuke to everything that is evil, and \vhose 
spirit and prac~ice are in perfect sympathy with that 
which is good.2'1" 

By the Act of 1874 there was to be an exchange of 

ownership of existing school properties. In any settlement 

where only one school existed, the denomination having the 

majority was to have O\~ership of and operate the school. 

On December 31, 1875, the Church of England and the Methodist 

22The Education Act, 1876. 
2~Methodist Superintendent's Report , 1883, p. 1. 
2 Ibid., 1882, p . 9. 



superintendents of Schools made a joint report to the Govern

or, Sir Stephen J. Hill, in which, speaking of the various 

initial matters to which they had to attend for the success

ful and harmonious operation of the Education Act, 37 Victoria, 

said: 

Another of these was the settlement of School Property 
between the respective Protestant bodies, which we have 
much pleasure in reporting, has been effected amicably 
and with much less difficulty than was at first antici
pated, although not without engrossing much of the time 
and attention of the two Inspectors.2~ 

In 1876 the Methodists erected a Model School or 

Normal School building which was opened in 1877. Dr. Louise 

Whiteway who prepared a documentary on the Methodist College, 

St. John's, speaking of this Normal School says: 

It was a chief contribution to the Methodist Academy 
(Wesleyanism had become Methodist in 1874) of the Rev. 
Mr. G. S. Milligan, superintendent of Methodist Schools • 
••• The Academy has had Pupil Teachers from 1860. The 
new Department and building were projected from a suDer
intendent's concern for the training of teachers •••• 2b 

In his report for 1877, Dr. Milligan, writing on the 

Infant and Primary Department of the Methodist Academy, said: 

This Department recently added to the Academy and worked 
under the direction of the Academic Board, forms, to a 
great extent, the school of observation and practice for 
Pupil Teachers; and is essential to render the Academy 
what the Education Act requires it to be, a training 
school for the future teachers of the country.27 

Four years later he reported: 

As a Training School for Teachers the Academy has been 
specially serviceable to the country having sent out 
seventeen teachers within the past calendar year with 
certificates of qualification •••• These are now active-

25Methodist School Re orts 18 -18 8, p. 352. 
26The Prince of Wales Co legian 1 2-1§63, p. 135. 
27Methodist Superintendent's Report, l 77, p. 26. 
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ly employed in the public schools distributing far and 
wide the important fruits of their training which they 
obtained in connection with the Methodist Academy.2e 

In the three years 1877, 1878, 1884 a total of fifty-three 

pupil teachers attended and these and those for the other 

years, went out not only as teachers, but also as active 

agents or workers of the Methodist Church. It is for this 

reason we are dealing at some length with education during 

this period. 

In the year ending June 30, 1876, there were seventy

one schools in operation, with 3,501 pupils under instruct

ion during the whole or part of the year. 

Two reasons will be deemed sufficient for this number 
not having been greater. The first and chief one was the 
want of school houses •••• add to this a scarcity of 
teachers, the available supply not being nearly suffic
ient for the demands.29 

A program for the building of schools, as well as for the 

training of teachers was launched with the determination to 

make education under the Methodist Boards second to none in 

Newfoundland. In the year ending June 30, 1884, one hundred 

and one schools were in operation during some part, ox for 

the whole, of the year, with ninety-three teachers employed, 

- forty-five masters and forty-eight mistresses. The total 

number of pupils enrolled was 6,036. 

The Methodist school in the colony next in import

ance to the Academy at St. John's, was the Grammar School 

at Carbonear. In addition to the Education Act in 1843, two 

other Acts were passed, "one to provide for the support of 

28rbid., 1881, p. 
29rbid., 1876, p. 9. 
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a Grammar School at Harbour Grace, the other to provide for 

the support of a Grammar School at Carbonear, the establish

ment of which had been provided for five years earlier." 30 

At some time prior to 1864 the Wesleyans at Carbonear, dis

satisfied with the school there, had established their ovm. 

In the tovTn of Carbonear, the Wesleyan portion of the 
population, not having confidence in the principal of 
the Government Grammar School, have sustained at their 
own expense a Academy , second to none out of St. John's, 
under the careful superintende~e of a gentleman from 
your province lPova Scotia?.~~ 

This school was fortunate to have as masters trained teachers 

from Engla d and ova Scotia. The Superintende t spoke highly 

of it in his reports. The school gained prestige also from 

its Board of Directors, among whom were Edward S~ Pike and 

James Rorke , leading businessmen of the town, and Alfred 

Penney , M .. H. A. 

In any account of education under the Methodist 

church in Newfoundland mention must be made of an organiza

tion called the Wesleyan Academy Literary Institute, later 

The Methodist College Literary Institute, whose influence 

upon it, as a cohesive factor and promotional force, is very 

evide t. It had its origin in the mind of A. s. Reid, M.A~, 

principal of the Wesleyan Academy, St . John's, who felt that 

the students who had gone forth from the school would find 

it to be: 

Pleasant and profitable ••• to maintain still interest 
in and co ection with the Institution by forming them-

~~Rowe, Education in ••• , p. 63. 
The Provincial Hesleyan, Ju e 22, 1864. Letter from 

St. John's, Jfld. 
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selves into an Academic Literary Society ••• The object 
in view is simply the elevation of the population in 
general, mentally, morally, and spiritually independent 
of sectarian or Party spirit.32 

It was organized on February 28, 1867. At first lectures 

were delivered by the principal, clergy and others, but 

later, debate became the largest part of the programme. 

The shift from lecture to debate and discussion, ••• 
prepared young members more effectively for public life. 
At the Diamo d Jubilee in 1927 the Society reckoned that 
its members had included l Prime }i ister, 13 Mi isters 
of the Crown, 7 Legislative Councillors, 15 H.H.A.'s, 
12 clergy, 14 bank managers, 48 merchants, 14 doctors, 
l judge, lO lawyers, 21 managers and eight executive 
officers in other positions.33 

Among the first officers in 1867 were Stephen Rendell, Hon. 

J. Bemister, who 1.vere members of the House of Assembly at 

that time, and H. J. B. Woods and J. B. Ayre 1.vho t-Tere, later. 

Many of the graduates of the highest educational institution 

of Methodism in the colony, maintained connection with it, 

through the Literary Institute, and played a leading role in 

Methodist education in St. John's. 

The subdivision of the grant for education among 

the Protestant denominations aided the growth of Methodism 

in at least three 1vays. l. 1vi thin ten years, in nearly one 

hundred communities, nearly one hu dred schoolhouses had 

been built, many of which were used on Sunday for the 

Christian training of boys and girls, worship services and 

for social activities. In some cases the school building was 

planned and built as a school chapel. In many communities the 

32The P rovincial t'lesleyan, February 18, 1868. 
33The Prince of tfules Collegian 1962-63, p. 
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school provided a place of worship until a church was built. 

2. In these communities where Methodist schools were operat

ing there were teachers, many of whom were given religious 

training in the Methodist Normal School, St. John's, and 

who had a moral and spiritual influence upon their pupils, 

and furthermore, whose leadership and service in the church 

was an inspiration to adults. 3. Methodist laymen, some of 

whom were politicians, and others businessmen, were eager to 

support the educational programme of their church, and it 

seems probable that they became more involved and gave 

greater leadership than they would have under a public school 

system. In fact, the denominational system of education 

created a spirit of competition, and many of the Methodists 

were determined that their educational programme would have 

the highest standards possible. 



Chapter Five 

The Envirorunent of Newfoundland Nethodism 

In a study of Methodism in Newfoundland an under

standing of the environment is necessary especially the 

economic and industrial aspects of it. Also, the growth of 

Methodism must be seen in relation to the other branches of 

the Church in the colony. While politics and communications 

had some effect on its development, the industrial and 

ecclesiastical conditions were the more important. 

Economic and Industrial Conditions 

From 1855 to 1884 all branches of the Church in 

Newfoundland increased the number of their buildings and 

erected many large, well-designed, stately churches, also 

Sabbath school buildings and day schools. Throughout this 

period there were many years vlhen the people were poor 

because of fishery failure, as these excerpts from the 

speeches from the Throne verify. 
\ 

J 1855: The rapid growth and present extent £f pauperism 
constitute an evil of appalling magnitude. 

v l863: There was an almost total failure of the seal 
fishery last spring. Partial but extensive failure of 
the cod fishery, particularly on the coast of Labrador.2 

., l.rournal of the House of Assembly, 1855, p. 8. 
2rbid., 1863, p. 8. 

92 
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J l873: The codfishery was extremely partial both in 
Nevifoundland and on the Labrador coast. The seal fishery 
was below average.3 

l883: The seal fishery was a comparative failure. The 
~ cod fishery bo~h shore and Labrador was below the 

average yield. 

There were some good years,5 and in l872 the governor said: 

Each year since my arrival in this colony has afforded 
satisfactory evidence of the gradual advancement of 
Newfoundland in the different branches of the staple 
industries, and of improvement in the material and 
social conditions of

6
the people consequent on this 

state of prosperity. 

The average annual expenditure on poor relief for 

the years l855 to l86o was approximately ten per cent of the 

revenue, but for the years l86l to l865 it was almost nine

teen per cent, with the worse year being l863 vThen it tvas 

twenty-seven per cent. 

The economic conditions were good in some of the 

years of the seventies and eighties because of large catches 

of cod, herring, and seal, and also because of mining opera

tions, increase in agriculture, lumbering and shipbuilding.? 

Also there were a few small manufacturing industries. However, 

cod was still the chief source of livelihood for the people 

and of revenue for the country, as the table below reveals. 

Ibid., l873, p. 8. 
bid., l883, p. 9. 

l875, l877 and l883. See Evening Telegram, January 
3, l884 re. prosperity of l883. 

6Journal of the House of Assembly, l872, p. 9. The 
governor was Stephen Hill, lo69-l8/6. 

?vessels with a total tonnage of 3,7l0, 5,968, and 
3,099 were built in the years l877, l88o, and l883 respect
ively. Source of statistics: Journal of the House of 
Assembly for those years. The fishing fleet in l884 was 
l,700 vessels. (Evening Telegram, August l4, l884.) 



94 

Table of Revenue and Export Value of Dried Cod and Cod Oil8 

Year 

1860 

1870. 

1884 

Value of exports 

~1,2?1,-712 

$6,230 ,276 

~6, 567 ,135 

Export value of dried 
cod and cod oil 

~995,134 

$4,5ll,l53 

~P 5, 244, 48o 

Tabla showing Revenue , Public Debt, Value of Exports, 
and amount spent for Poor Relief in selected years9 

Year 

1855 

1860 

1864 

1870 

1&74 

1 884 

Revenue 

~126,448 

~l33,608 

~116,770 

$836,921 

$819 , 897 

$1,996,913 

Public Debt 

~151,804 

~182,1.39 

~177,262 

$1,162, 818 

~1,149,100 

$ 2,l94,J-53 

Exports 

~1,142,212 

~1,271,712 

~1,111,330 

$6,230,276 

$7 ' 336 7:·039 

$6,567,135 

Poor Relief 

~17,000 

~4,901 

~16, 534 

$90,712 

$115,427 

$117 ,ooo. 

The importance of the fisheries, and their control of the 

economy of the country can be seen from the above tables 

and the following statistics for 1884. The number of persons 

engaged in catching and curing fish was 59,676; in lumbering 

1,507; in mining 402; and in farming 1,685. 

8statistics from the Journal of the House of Assembly 
f or tho~e years . 

D. w. Frowse, A History of Fewfoundland,( London: 
Lacr .ci llan and Company , 1895), p . 693; and Journal of the 
House of Assembly for those years . 
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Social and Moral Conditions 

The social conditions were controlled, at least in 

part, by the economic and industrial. In an earlier chapter, 

we noted the emigration of people engaged in the fisheries 

to other and in some cases, new areas. Others moved to new 

areas to engage in lumbering and :farming. In many of these 

new settlementslO there were fetver than t-v;o hundred persons, 

and in these settlements and many o:f the older ones as well, 

there were very few educational and cultural opportunities. 

For the majority of the people life was a struggle to obtain 

a livelihood :from the fisheries, which in some years was un

productive, and from the soil, o:f which the main product 

was potatoes. In a lecture delivered before the St. John's 

Athenaeum on :t-·1arch 6, 1865, Henry Hunt Stabb said: 11 so long 

as there was a hot potato, with a scrap of fish or even a 

grain o:f salt, and a cup of tea to be had, so long was the 

fisherman content, and never thought of asking assistance 

:from anybody.ull 

The living accommodation of most of the inhabitants 

of the island was very primitive, according to the follow

ing description. 

The architectural plan of a genuine Newfoundland house 
is simple enough, and may be described to be, o:f a 
single storey; or better still, of one large floor, 
divided off at one end by a thin and often porous 

lOrn 1857 there were 620 settlements, in 1884, 1004. 
Figure' taken from the census records for those years. 

'llA lecture entitled "Aspects of European and 
Colonial 11 (J. 1tv. M'Cowbrey, Printer), p. !+o. Henry H. Stabb 
was a medical doctor in St. John's, Newfoundland. 
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partition into two small bed-rooms, the remaining 
space being left for a spacious kitchen, parlour and 
all, with a door oftener open than shut, and a chimney 
occupying the vThole gable •.•• 12' 

vfuile in some of the larger settlements there were larger 

houses owned by the merchants and government officials, and 

by 1884 by a growing number of successful planters, yet the 

majority of the people lived in simply constructed houses, 

and the church provided the only social activities in the 

community. 

Although the moral conditions of a people cannot be 

measured by their criminal records, yet law-abiding citizens 

indicate good behaviour and high moral character. In the 

years, 1856 and 1864 the Supreme Court of the Colony re

ported no case of a criminal nature, and in 1879 only one 

case. The judge of the Northern Circuit Court stated in 

1856 that "no criminal cases had for a number of years 

appeared in the calendar of the court in that portion 

LTwillingate District/ of the judicial district.nl3 In 

1871 in the Throne Speech the governor said: "The good 

conduct of our people deserves the highest commendation, 

and the empty cells of our prisons bear ample testimony to 

the absence of crime from the Island, and to the moral 

character of our population.nl4 In 1883 the administrator 

of the colony stated that, "the general election held during 

the past fall, without a single breach of the peace testi-

l2rbid., p. 19. 
l~The Courier, November 26, 1856. 
1 Journal of the House of Assembly, 1871, p. 4. 
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:f'ies to the law-abiding character of' our popul.ation.ul5 

The number of persons confined to the police station in St. 

John's for 1866, 1874, and J.884 was 1,361, 1,043, and 1,259 

respectively; in Harbour Grace for the years 1878 and 1882, 

153 and 172; and in 1882 in all other parts of Newfoundland 

except St. John's, Harbour Grace and the West coast, 302. 

Of' the number in the St. John's station in 1884, 854 were 

there :for being drunk and being drunk and disorderly. From 

these :f'actsl6 it is evident that very little crime prevail

ed in the island. 

Methodism and Politics 

The official records of' Newfoundland Methodism do 

not contain any evidence of political activity by Methodists 

as a religious body, other than that of' their seeking the 

right to per:f'orm the marriage ceremony,l7 and of having 

control .over the education of their children and their pro

portionate share of the grant :for education. Although 

Methodism was growing rapidly during the struggle :for Repre

sentative and Responsible Government, sectarian stri:f'e in 

politics, and the Confederation issue, yet neither the 

Minutes of' the Newfoundland District, nor the Newfoundland 

Con:f'erence mention these matters. These conclusions reached 

by Dr. Goldwin French in his study of' the role of Methodism 

15rbid., 1883, p. 18. 
16Journal of' the House of' Assembly :for those years. 
17Be:f'ore the Marriage Act of' 1833, Methodist 

ministers had to obtain a licence :from the Governor in 
order to per:f'orm the marriage ceremony, and could do so 
only in certain areas. 
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in the Maritimes from 1780 to 1855 are valid also for New

foundland Methodists during that period. 

The typical Methodist posture continued to be non
political loyalism.l8 

Politically, the Methodist societies continued to 
exert a minor and elusive influence. Their religious 
leaders were not above political activity; some of 
their lay leaders were active reformers, but in 
general the Methodists did not stand out as a political 
group in the political warfare of this era.l9 

While it is true that by 1859, Methodists, some of 

whom were leaders in their church and delegates to the 

Annual conrerence entered politics, yet at no time up to 

1884 were there more than two Methodists on the Executive 

Council, or more than eight members in the House of Assembly 

at any one time. Also up to 1882 in only six of the fifteen 

districts did the Methodists comprise thirty per cent or 

more of the total population; and in one district only did 

they have a majority, as the table below indicates. Their 

political affiliation cannot be determined accurately with

out an examination of the returns for each settlement where 

they were in the majority. From a study of the election 

results in seven districts, general conclusions can be 

drawn. 

18Goldwin French, Parsons and Politics (Toronto: 
The Ryerson Press, 1962), p. 95. 

19Ibid., p. 211. 
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Table of Methodist Percentage of Population 
in Seven Districts 

District l85Z 1869 1884 

Port-de-Grave 33 % 32 % 31 % 
Carbonear 36 42 47 

Bay-de-Verde 70 69 72 

Trinity Bay 31 36 35 

Bonavista Bay 12 18 30 

Twillingate-Fogo 21 31 50 

Burin 33 42 47 

The districts o:f Port-de-Grave, Bay-de-Verde, 

Trinity Bay, Bonavista Bay, and Twillingate-Fogo elected 

Conservative candidates in 1855, 1859, 1861 and 1865. The 

member :for Port-de-Grave district from 1859 until his 

death in 1866 was John Leamon, a Methodist.20 The member2l 

for Bay-de-Verde :from 1855 until his resignation in 1870 was 

also a Methodist. In the three member district o:f Trinity 

Bay, up until 1865 one Methodist was returned at each 

election; in that year, two were elected.22 In the two 

member district, o:f Twillingate-Fogo, a Methodist was elected 

from 1855 to 1865.23 The district of Carbonear which elected 

a Liberal - a Roman Catholic _2~ in the three elections up 

to 1861, in a by-election in 1862, elected John Rorke, a 

20The member in 1855 was R. Brown, religious affil
iation unknown. 

2lJohn Bemister, who became Sheri:f:f o:f the Northern 
Court. 

22stephen March and Stephen Rendell. 
23Thomas Knight. 2~Edmund Hanrahan. 
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Methodist and a Conservative, who was unopposed, and who 

represented the district until his retirement in 1882. The 

district of Burin elected Liberals in 1855 and 1859. 2 5 In 

the latter election, Ambrose Shea, a Roman Catholic, and 

J. J. Rogerson, a leading Methodist, defeated H. W. Hoyles, 

a Church of England, and Edward Evans, a Methodist. However, 

there is evidence that in the town of Burin where one-third 

of the population was Methodist, not all of them supported 

the Liberal candidates. William Harding of Burin, a Metho

dist schoolteacher and leading layman in his church, who 

supported Shea and Rogerson said: "My Burin friends turned 

against me on that account. They threatened to turn me out 

of the church and school, from officiating any more to 

them in either.n26 The elections of 1861 and 1865 were won 

by the Conservatives, one of whom was a Methodist.27 

In the election of 1869 the two parties were the 

Confederate and the Anti-Confederate. The districts of Bay

de-Verde, Carbonear and Burin elected Confederate candidates.28 

In the district of Port-de-Grave, R. J. Pinsent,29 the 

Confederate candidate, who was said to have the support of 

25Gertrude Gunn says that the reason for the defeat 
of Hoyles and Evans was "intimidation and the expenditure 
of some ~2,000 raised by levy in the party." A Political 
History of Newfoundland 18~2-1864 (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 1966), p. 1 2. See also, Prowse, Op. cit., 
p. 485. 

26unpublished diary of William Harding, who was 
born on November 5, 1793 in Bideford, Devon, England, and 
emigrated to Newfoundland in 1819. 

27Edward Evans. 
28John Bemister, John Rorke, and Edward Evans, 

respectively - Methodists. 
29R. J. Pinsent was Church of England. 
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the two Method~st min~sters in the distr~ct, was defeated. 

The districts of Bonavista Bay and Twillingate-Fogo elected 

Anti-Confederates. The Trinity Bay district elected one 

Anti-Confederate and two Confederates, one of whom was a 

Methodist.30 

In the next two elections the part~es were called 

the Carterite and the Bennettite. F. B. T. Carter, who 

formed a government after the election of 1869, lost the 

first vote or conf~dence, and C. F. Bennett, leader of the 

Anti-Confederate party, became Prime Minister. His party 

won the election of 1873 but was forced to resign in January 

1874,31 and F. B. T. Carter was asked to form a government, 

and won the election of that year. In the elections of 1873 

and 1874, the Methodist candidates, J. J. Rogerson, John 

Rorke, John Steer, A. J. w. McNeily, and c. R. Ayre, who ran 

as Carterites, were elected. 

In the elections of 1873 and 1874 it was alleged 

that members of the Orange Order canvassed for the Carterites.32 

Also, it was believed that the defeat or Bennett's par~y was 

caused in part by his 'Letter to the Protestant Electors of 

Newfoundland' in which he said: 

If you desire peace, and not to be shooting at each 
other and burning each others' property, put down 

30stephen Rendell. 
3lTwo of his members took offices as District 

Judges, and another supported Carter after the election, 
leaving Bennett with a majority of one. 

32The Carterites led by F. B. T. Carter consisted 
of some former Conservative members and a new party called 
'The Orange Party' led by A. J. W. McNeily and other 
members or the Orange Order. 
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Orangeism with the same strong hand that you would 
Fenianism, and give no countenance to those who advo
cate it, for they are the enemies of law and order 
everyv1here. 33 

The Provincial Grand Lodge , Loyal Orange Institution of 

~ewfoundland issued a reply entitled 'To the Brethren of 

the Order and the Protestants of Newfoundland', in which 

they said: 

We call upon our brethren ••• to resent this abominable 
insult, and repel this abominable attack in a manner 
worthy of them and the name they bear •••• We call upon 
them to do this by uniting 1.vi th our Protestant brethren, 
and good citizens everywhere in hurling from their 
positions in the control of public affairs, men who 
have thus declared themselves the avowed enemies of 
those principles of

3
g_rotestal tism and loyalty vrhich 

we hold so sacred! 

Elinor Senior as a result of her study of the 

political activities o.f the Orange Order in l'Tewfoundland 

asserts that "the party was carried to pov1er largely through 

the support of the Orange Order. 11 3JHer assertion was based 

in part on the election results in the Bonavista Bay and 

Twillingate- Fogo districts. In the former which had elected 

Anti-Confederate candidates in 1869, the government candi

dates, t\t~O of whom uere members o.f the Executive Council, 

were defeated, and three Opposition candidates, including 

A. J . vl . HcTeily and John T. Burton, leading Orangemen, v1ere 

elected. In the Twillingate-Fogo district \vhich had elected 

two Anti-Confederates, C. Duder and s . McKay in the previous 

election, F . B. T. Carter, and the two former members who 

33&34The Public Ledger, October 10, 1873. The date 
o.f Bennett's letter, September 18, 1873. 

3JElinor Senior, nThe Origin and Political Activities 
of' the Orange Order in J'Tew.foundland" , An unpublished thesis, 
Memorial University of i!ew.foundland , 1959, p •. 120. 
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11 repudiated their connection with Bennett and canvassed on 

the Independent ticket, not daring to do so as Government 

candidates,n36were elected. 

After the election the Government paper, The Horning 

Chronicle reported "that the full strength of the Wesleyan 

body was thrO'tvn in opposition to the Governme t. n3 7:Hac

Whirter says the election of an Opposition candidate by 

acclamation in Bay-de-Verde, the only district with an 

absolute Hethodist majority , v1ould indica te the charge "T.vas 

true.38The result of the election in the district of Bay-

de-Verde -r,1as no basis for JvlacWhirter' s assertion, as the 

candidate elected was J. J. Rogerson, one of the leading 

Nethodist laymen in the colony, who had been elected unop

posed in a by-election in l87U, an.d t-ras not a member of the 

Orange Order .39As Hethodist candidates had been returned 

in six districts in l869, 40it cannot be concluded that the 

return of' the same or other Methodist candidates was the 
l.-1 

result of the influence of the Orange Order. In the 

elections of 1874 and 1882 when the two parties were again 

Conservative and Liberal, _at least six Conservative Method-

3
6w. David J:.Iac~lhirtier, "A Political History o:f Ne\v

:foundland , n An unpublished thesis, Memorial University o:f :r;. ew
foundland, 1963, p.l61. See also The Public Ledger, November 
18, 1873 

3~8The Public Ledger, December 17,1873 
3 Nac\sfhirtier , op. cit., p. 163. 
39In the sources used, there is no evidence of his 

being an Orangeman. 
~0Brigus and Port-de-Grave, Carbonear, Bay-de-Verde, 

Trinity Bay, Ti.villingate and Fogo, and Burin . 
4lAs far as can be learned from the sources used, the 

only Methodist candidate who was an Orangemav was A.J . 1v. 
Mc!\Teily . 
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ist candidates were returned in both.42 

From this short survey of Methodism and politics we 

can reach certain conclusions. 

l. In the districts where the population was approx-

imately thirty per cent or more Methodist, Conservative 

candidates were returned i~ most of the e1ectio~s. 

2. Three of the districts, Bay-de-Verde, Carbonear, 

and Burin supported the Confederate candidates in 1869, and 

two Confederates, one of whom was a Methodist, were elected 

in the District of Trinity Bay . The districts of Bonavista 

Bay and T1.villingate-Fogo elected Anti-Confederates. These 

re su1 ts make it unwise to assume that all the l'lethodi s ts 

supported the Confederate party. 

3. Some Methodist politicians were Confederate,43 
44 

others were Anti- Confederate . 

4. Lfuether or not all the Methodists supported in 

the 1874, 1878 and 1882 elections, candidates who were 

Orangemen is difficult to ascertain. It is quite possible 

that the llethodist candidates elected who were Orangemen, 

\vere returned because they v1ere Conservatives and 1-ethodists, 

rather than because they were Orangemen .45 

5. It is quite evident that beginning with the 

421878 -A. Fenney, J . Saint, J. Rorke, J. Steer, 
A. J. w. McPeily . 1882 - J . Saint , A. Penney, J. E. P. 
Peters, 4~ . Bond, J . F •. Thompson, and E . Garland. 

John Bemister, Jo~n Rorke, Stephen Rendell, Edward 
.Lvans . 44 

45
stephen Narch and C.. • Duder . 
1874 - A. J. W. hcl'Jeily; 1878 - A. Fenney and A. J •. 

W. lJfcNeily; 1882 --A. Penney, J. E . P . Peters , and J. F . 
Thompson. 
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election of 1859 Nethodists took a greater interest in 

politics than heretofore, and in n ost cases supported the 

candidates who were members of their church, 46and that the 

Methodist members of the House of Assembly tried to get for 

Methodists their full share of patronage, and for their church 

due recognition by government. 

6. Officially, the Hethodist Church in Nev.ffoundland 

did not support any political party, but demanded that in 

educational matters she be treated equally with other church

es by the State. 47 

The Roman Catholic Church in·Newfoundland 
1784 to 1884 

.Although there were Roman Catholic priests in New

foundland before 1784, yet that year can be taken as the birth 

of' the church, as i~ that year the Rev . James Louis 0 1 Donel , 

a native of Ireland , was made Prefect Apostolic of the Island 

by Pope Pius vr .48The religious conditions at the time of' his 

arrival have been described by Bishop Howley. 

The people were then almost destitute of all practical 
religion. The absence of all fixed spiritual guidance, 
through occasionally they had a priest among them; the 
prevalence of drunkenness; the lawless character of many 
who cruae to the country, and the abundance of money in the 
hands of persons who knew not how to use it, unless as a 
means of low, sensual gratification, - induced a deplor
able laxity of morals , and even weakened the faith of 
many . French infidelity, then so fashionable, was the 
boast of those who pretended enlightenment, and indiffer
ence to all religious observances was comoon to all 

. Al~o , in l'Tewfoundland politics of this period, the 
mercant1le 1nterests and power of the candidates influenced 
some of'4~he voters. 

In the official records of Ne-vlfoundland Methodism 
the auta§r has found no ment~on of partisan politics. ' 

Ibid., p. 27. 
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classes. Such was the howling mor~l wilderness in which 
Dr. O'Donel commenced his labours.49 

In 1796 when Father O'Donel was consecrated bishop, 

there were at least six priests in the island.5°After his 

consecration he divided the diocese into four missions or dis-

tricts; St. John's, Harbour Grace, Ferryland, and Flacentia. 

The Harbour Grace district extended from Holyrood to Grate's 

Cove. All the area north o:f Grate's Cove was visited by a 

priest from St. Johnrs. In a census taken in 1806, "in all 

probability the Catholics v.rere more than half 11 5lin the total 

population of 26,505, and were being served by six priests -

two in St. John's, one in Placentia, two in Conception Bay, 

and one at Ferryland.52Before Bishop QtDonel's retirement in 

1806, chapels had been built in St. John's, Harbour Grace, 

Placentia, Carbonear, and Ferryland.53Bishop Patrick Lambert 

who succeeded Bishop O' Donel h a d a short episcopacy durin g 

which he increased the number of priests to seven, and sever

al small churches were erected.54His successor, Bishop Thomas 

Scallan, in the latter part of his episcopacy created another 

district- King's Cove, which comprised all the northern bays, 

namely, Trinity, Bonavista, Jotre Dame, and all the northern 

shores to Quirpon.55Although there were ten priests in the 

diocese in 1818 , at the time o:f his retirement in 1829 there 

were only seven, at which time there were seven Church of 

England ministers a n d twelve Methodist. 

4911. Howley, Ecclesiastica l History of rewfoundland 
(Boston : Doyle and Whittle, 1888), p. 188. 

50Ibid., pp. 196-200. 
51, 52 &53Ibid., p. 224. 
54D. W. P rowse, op. cit., p. 28 of the Supplement. 
55M. Howley, op. cit., p. 254. 
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Bishop Michael Anthony Fleming,56 successor to 

Bishop Scallan nimmediately set to work to divide the 

Island into regular missions and parishes.n57 The districts 

of' St. John's, Harbour Grace, and Ferryland, were each 

divided into two districts. Also, two additional priests 

were sent to Placentia, and one additional to King's Cove. 

He went to Ireland shortly after his consecration to obtain 

priests, and was able to increase the number in his diocese 

to sixteen.58 

The period from 1830 to 1870 was one of growth and 

strengthening as the following facts and statistics reveal. 

1833 - The coming of' the Presentation Nuns. 

1841 - The laying of' the corner stone of' the 
Cathedral which was consecrated in 1855. 

The coming of' the Sisters of' Mercy. 

The building of the monastery of' Belvedere, 

1842 -

1842 
to 

1850 
- the New Palace, Episcopal Library, St. 

Bonaventure's College, which had an 
ecclesiastical department f'or the training 
of priests, and two convents. 

1854 - There were twenty-four par
5
ishes and fifty

six churches and chapels. 9 

1856 - The division of' the Island into two dioceses, 
-St. John's and Harbour Grace. 

1869 - There were thirty-five priests, fourteen 
convents and sixty-five churches and chapels.60 

1870 - The western portion of the
6
island was constitut

ed a Prefecture Apostolic. 1 

56Bishop Fleming (1829-1848) was succeeded by Bishop 
Mullock ~1848-1870). 

~D. W. Prowse, Op. cit., p. 28. 
~ M. Howley, Op. cit., p. 268. 

6
9Battersby Register, 1854. 

6fn. W. Prowse, Op. cit., p. 29. 
The prefecture consisted of all the western sea

board, and alon g the south coast, e a st to Cape La Rune. 
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When the Rev. Thomas Joseph Power became bishop o~ 

the St. John's diocese in 1870: 

He found before him a church flourishing in all its ec
clesiastical depart~ents, a gra~d cathedral, a palatial 
residence, a dedicated, zealous, and distinguished body 
o~ clergy, convents, schools, orphanages, and all the 
institutions of a thoroughly organized diocese, all of 
which were worthily maintained, increased, and developed 
during his long and successful pastorate.o2 

The Diocese of Harbour Grace established in 1856, 

had few priests until after 1870. In that year the Rev . 

Henry Carfagnini was consecrated as its bishop. 

During his ten years' administration he increased the 
number of diocesan clergy from six to fourteen, encouraged 
the erection of churches and schools, and completed and 
embellished the cathedral at Harbour Grace .63 

By 1884 the Roman Catholic Church was the largest 

numerically in the island, the number of Roman Catholics 

being 75,330 in the total population of 197,589. She had 

124 churches, convents, a college, two bishops, a Prefect 
64 

Apostolic and more than fi~ty priests . 

The relations between the Roman Catholics and the 

Methodists were friendly, especially in the early years. 

William Hilson who was a Eethodist minister in the island 

from 1820 to 1833 says: "From the Roman Catholics of New-

~2D. W. Prowse, op. cit., Supplement, p. 30. 
3J. R. Smallwood , ed. Book of Newfoundland . Four 

Volumes . Volumes l and ll, St. John's, Newfoundland: Newfound
land Book Publishers , Limited, 1937. Volumes lll and lV St. 
John's Newfoundland: Jewfoundland Book Publishers (1967~ 
Limited, 1968. Vol. ll, p. 381. An article by Right Rev . 
Monsigno~ Thonas J . Flynn . 

6 Statistics taken from the 1884 census records. 
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foundland we have never met any formal opposition.n65By 

the Harriage .Act of l825 clergy of the Dissenting Bodies, 

(including Methodists) were permitted to perform the marriage 

ceremony only under certain conditio~s, among which were 

these: 

••• that at the time of celebrating any such }~rriage 
the Parties about to contract the same shall deliver to 
such 1:-rotestant Dissenting l"linister an Affidavit duly 
sworn by One of such Farties before some Justice of the 
~eace, that there is not any such Church or Chapel as 
aforesaid /Established Church7 within the Distance of 
Twenty Hiles from the Re$idence of the woman about to 
contract such l·Iarriage . 66 

That every such f'rotesta'l'lt Dissenting Hinister ••• by 
whom any Marriage shall be celebrated or performed in 
Newfoundland ••• , shall deliver or cause to be delivered 
to the Incumbent or Officiating Minister of any Church 
or Chapel of t h e Established Church of England which 
may be least distance from the Flace of Residence of 
the Woman contracting such Marriage, a Certificate 
thereof in writing •••• 67 

Bishop Fleming felt that this was an injustice to the Dissent~ 

ing and 1-lethodist ministers and dre\v up a petition which was 

presented to the House of Assembly by Mr . John Kent , a Roman 

Catholic, in the first session of the Legislature, January 

30, 1833. In the petition Bishop Fleming said: 

The petitioner, therefore humbly entreats that it will 
please the House in the commencement of its important 
labours to repeal this unchristian and unwise law, and 
to extend to Dissenters and Nethodists in this Island, 
the privilege of solemnizing marriages in their own 6S 
church, and by a clergyman of their own establishment •••• 

In 1855 when The College Bill '\--Tas being considered in the 

House of .Assembly, the Roman Catholic members feeling that 

65Howley, op. cit., p. 245. 
66An Act for the Better Administration of Justice in 

Newfoungland, p. l5. 
7Ibid., p. l6. 

68M. Howley, op. cit., p. 273. 
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it was unjust to the unEpiscopal Protestants or the country, 

raised objections to it • 

••• they expressed their determination not to be parties 
to the passage or a measure which perpetrated a wrong 
upon their unEpiscopal brethren, and their act accorded 
with their pro~ession, for to their votes the Dissenting 
Protestants in Newfoundland are indebted for preventing 
from being enacted a measure so illiberal and sect9rian 
as ever disgraced the statue books o~ any country.69 

The political sectarian strife of the sixties and 

the interference in politics by certain Methodist Orangemen 

in the seventies and eighties of the last century, and the 

Harbour Grace Riot in 1882 caused some unfriendliness between 

Roman Catholics and Methodists in certain settlements, yet 

in the official records of Methodism there is no evidence of 

rivalry or antagonism. 

The Church of England in Newfoundland 
1765 to 1884 

Prior to 1750, at least rive70 Church of England 

ministers had served in Ne~oundland, but in 1765 there were 

only two in the island, the Rev. James Balfour at Trinity, 

and the Rev. Edward Langman at St. John's. In 1787, the 

Rev. Charles Inglis was consecrated as the first bishop of 

Nova Scotia, and his extensive diocese included Newfoundland, 

which he did not visit at any time, nor did his successor 

Bishop Robert Stanser. The Rev. John Inglis who was conse

crated bishop in 1825, visited the island two years later, 

l6ll; 
1722; 
1744. 

69The Courier, March 3, 1855. An editorial. 
70Erasmus Stourton with Guy's colony at Cupids in 

John Jackson, St. John's, 1699; Henry Jones, Bonavista, 
R. Killpatrick, Trinity, 1730; W. Pleasley, Bonavista, 
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at which time there were seven parishes, namely: St. John's, 

Harbour Grace, Carbonear, Trinity Bay, Bonavista, 

Twillingate, and Ferryland. In 1839 when the Rev. A. G. 

Spencer was appointed bishop of Newfoundland and Bermuda, 

there were in Newfoundland nine parishes and eight clergy

men, and more than 26,000 persons7l registered as Church of 

England. In Conception Bay in a population of 24,000 there 

were 7,000 Church of Eng2and, but only two ministers and 

two parishes, Port-de-Grave and Harbour Grace. In the same 

year the Methodists had eleven stations and twelve ministers; 

five of the ministers were stationed in Conception Bay, at 

Brigus, Port-de-Grave, Harbour Grace, Carbonear, and 

Blackhead-Western Bay, serving 6,500 persons. Also, the 

Methodists at Lower Island Cove and adjoining settlements 

in Conception Bay were served by the minister at Old 

Perlican in Trinity Bay. Thus, while each Church of England 

minister had an average of 3,500 parishoners, each Methodist 

preacher had approximately 1,200. The Methodists did not 

have a station north of Bonavista whereas there were two 

Church of England parishes, Greensponddnd Twillingate. On 

the Burin peninsula there were two Methodist stations but 

no Church of England parishes. 

~ishop Spencer saw the great need for more ministers 

and for more efficient administration, and took steps to 

71According to the 1836 census, the total population 
was 73,657 of whom 25,498 were Church of England and 10,591 
were Dissenters. In the Conception Bay Districts there were 
6,819 Church of England, and 6,333 Dissenters. Statistics 
taken from the Journal of the House of Assembly of New
foundland, 1836, p. 417 of the Appendix. 
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provide both. 

Bishop Spencer divided the diocese LNewfoundland portiori7 
into rural deaneries72, established ~th the aid of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, a theolog
ical institution for the training of divinity students, 
helped and encouraged the erection of more than twenty 
churches, originated and revived Sunday Schools every
where, increased the number of clergymen to twenty-five 
with lay readers and schoolmasters under them.73 

Bishop Field who became bishop of Newfoundland in 

1844 saw quickly that more ministers were needed immediate

ly if his churcbfvTere to serve and retain all his people. 

He stated these needs thus. 

It appears that two clergymen are required between Cape 
Ray and Burgeo; one in Hermitage Bay; two in Fortune 
Bay; one at Lamaline; three additional in Placentia 
Bay; two or more in the District of St. John's; one at 
Bay de Verde, and one in the extreme north; thirteen 
in all, and everyone of them would have five hundred 
souls in his cure •••• To supply these stations I have 
one student ready for ordination. I am almost compel
led in m~4extremity to ordain three or more school
masters. ·1 

His grave concern as revealed in this letter was the need 

for more and better services to his people. Also, it was 

caused partly by his fear that the Roman Catholics and 

Methodists would send clergymen to the areas either complete

ly without the services of, or poorly served by his church. 

When there was no minister in Fortune Bay in 1844 he wrote: 

72Two - Avalon and Trinity. 
73n. W. Prowse, Op. cit. An article in the supple

ment,_ p. 11. P. Toque, Newfoundland as it was and as it is 
in 1~77 (Toronto: John B. Macgurn, 1878), says that in 
1843 there were twenty-seven clergy, fifty-one teachers 
and readers, 30,054 baptized church members, 1,491 
communicants. 

!~Letter written May 1845 to Rev. Ernest Hawkins, 
Secretary of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. 
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In the meantime the Romanists have made havoc of our 
deserted flocks, and men arise speaking perverse things 
after them, who if the ministrations o.f our church v1ere 
provided and performed, would have no excuse for intrud
ing and no promise of success.75 

After he had made a tour of his diocese in 1845, he wrote: 

"If the Church of England ca .,..,not send out missionaries to 

spend and be spent in their Haster's service, actum est 

between Popery and Nethodism."76 rn the same letter he speaks 

o.f Burin where there were 500 Roman Catholics, with a chapel 

and school adjoining and two resident priests, a nd the same 

number of 1'!ethodists 'Iilith a respectable chapel and a resident 

minister, and a larger number of Church of Zngland, and lam

ents nwe have neither priest, deacon, neither teacher, neith

er church, nor school. "77He continues, nin the vlhole of 

Placentia Bay containing 2,000 Protestants, we have one mis

sionary, and he in deacon's orders only, whereas there are 

f ive Roman Catholic priests."78 

In a visit to pa rts of Conception Bay in the same 

year, he said tha t he .found whole settlements of Methodists 

who had become so through want of the ministrations of his 

church.79Gne year later, he wrote regarding the Trinity 

pa rish which \vas v a cant: " J'Tow there is pei ther priest r10r 

deacon, neither church service nor schooling ••• the people 

longing for a minister, and a Romish priest and a Methodist 

minister active among them. 11 80In 1 &51, again he expressed 

1845. 
75Letter from Bishop Feild to Rev. E . Hawkins, July 19, 

76,77,&78Ibid. 
79&80Ibid., July 14, 1 846 
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his distress over the shortage o:f ministers . "liy chief 

distress now consists in the want of missionaries . Several 

places o:f chief importance are vacant." 81To his pleas :for 

more ministers there was very little res p onse as revealed 

in a letter in 1854. 

There is a cry for and a great need of additional 
clergy in each of the four principal bays, namely: Bay 
of Notre Dame , Bonavista, Trinity and Placentia . ~Jho 
\tJ'ill come over and help us?"ts2 

During those years not only was there the need for ministers 

so as to be able to establish new parishes, but also soQe of 

the parishes were vacant because of the illness of some of 

his clergy, and of others leaving the diocese . Also, the 

work was suffering beca use of the extensiveness of some 

pa rishes . In 1854 the bishop stressed the necessity of 

dividing the Gree"'spond parish which consisted of eighteen 

a ppointments on islands and in deep inlets, with five 

churches and three licenced schoolhouses on eight different 

islands, and the only means of travel to any appointment 

being by boat.83Three years later he reported that three 

of the parishes were vacant, namely, St . George's Bay , La 

Poile , and English Harbour; and that Greenspond, Heart 1 s 

Content , and Harbour Buffett were 11 in a miserable state of 

destitution in consequence of the utter impossibility of 

the clergy visiting them, that is, the greater part of 

each mission , more than tv.rice a year.n 84rn Povember 1861 

~1Lgtter from Feild to Haw1-rins , Hay 27, 1851. sa& 3Ibid., October 21, 1854. 
lb1d., April 18, 1857. 
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he stated that the parish of Ivloreton's Harbour should be 

divided into three. 8 5By 1862 the Society for the ~ropagation 

of the Gospel made funds available for an additional minister 

for the Heart's Content and the Greenspond missions , but the 

bishop was unable to obtain them, and the parishes could not 

be divided that year. 

The twenty year period from 1839 to 1859 was one of 

great opportunity for the Church of England in Pewfoundland . 

She had eighty-four per cent of the Protestant population, a 

bishop 1vho although his diocese included Bermuda, spent the 

greater part of the year in Newfoundland , made regular visit

ation of his parishes, and 1..ras wholly devoted to strenghtening 

the church. Also , during this period , the Methodists increas

ed their stations by five only, from eleven to sixteen.86Al

though Bishop Feild had been able to increase his parishes 

to forty-four by lb59, yet many of his people were, as he 

said, neglected. In that year he wrote , "An additional 

Wesleyan minister has come to this shore to look up our poor, 

neglected sheep.n87 

However, by the end of his episcopate in 1874 he 

had greatly strengthened his church. 

He doubled the number of clergy; churches an_d parsonages 
were multiplied in a like proportion . The theological 
institution was enlarged and endowed •••• He established 
separate seminaries for boys and girls which have been 
highly successful; founded distinct orphanages for des
titute children of both sexes; designed and partially 

summer 

~~Letter from Feild to Hawkins , November 1861. 
Labrador was a station also, but was supplied 

m-onths only. 
~7Letter from Feild to Hawkins, July 4, 1859. 

during 
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built the beautiful cathedral of St. John the Baptist 
in the Capital; originated and supported an endowment 
for the ruture support of the Episcopate; reduced an 
unorganised and feeble ecclesiastical system to one of 
synodical order and unity •••• 88 

Although under his leadership the achievements of his church 

were many, yet during his term of office, while the Church of 

England increased by seventy-three per cent, from 34,294 to 

59,561, the Methodists increased by 151 per cent, from 

14,239 to 35,702. During the decade 1874 to 1884 the rate 

of increase of the Methodists was more than twice that of 

the Church of England. 

The statistics above and the table below prove Bishop 

Field's conviction that his church would not retain all her 

people unless she had more clergy to serve them. 

Tables showing increase of population, increase 
of Church of England and Methodists, increase of 
parishes and stations, and the average number of 
persons in ~~ch, 1857 to 1874, and ~74 to 1884 ~ 

1857 - 1874 

1857 1874 Increase Per cent 

Population 124,288 161,374 33,086 26 

Church of 
England 44,285 59,561 15,276 34 

Methodist 20,299 35,702 15,473 76 
Church o:f England 
parishes 34 44 10 30 
Methodist 
stations 14 37 23 164 

Average number o:f people in a Church o:f England 
1874 was 1,570; in a Methodist station, 965. 

parish in 

88n. W. Prowse, Op. cit., Appendix, p. 11. 
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1874 - 1884 

Increase Per cent 

Population 

Church o:f 
England 

Methodist 

161,374 

59,561 

35,702 

Church o:f England 
parishes 44 

Hethodist 
stations 37 

197,589 

69,000 

48,767 

52 

9,439 

13,065 

10 

15 

22 

16 

37 

23 

4o 

Average number o:f people in a Church o:f England parish in 
1884 was 1,280; in a Methodist station, 946. 

Table showing number and areal location o:f 
Church o:f England parishes and Methodist 

stations in 1857 and 1884 

Church o:r England Methodist 

Area 1857 1884 1857 1884 

St. John's and Vicinity 
and Southern Shore 6 ll l 3 

Conception Bay 6 9 6 10 

Trinity Bay 5 7 3 9 

Bonavista Bay 3 4 l 5 

Notre Dame Bay 4 6 1 9 

Placentia and Fortune 
Bays and South Coast 8 ll 2 8 

French Shore 0 4 0 5 

Labrador 2 2 0 2 

The statistics above reveal that the rate o:f growth 

o:r the Methodist church in New:foundland :from 1857 to 1884 

was :far greater than that o:f the Church o:f England. The 
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chief reason for that rapid growth was her ability to obtain 

ministers, and thereby to be able to open new stations, many 

of them in areas where there were insufficient Church of 

England clergy to meet the needs of the fast grO"vling popu-

lation. 

The relations between the Church of England and the 

11ethodists were for the greater part ~ot friendly, although 

there were a few insta~ces of friendliness and cooperatio • 

The unfriendly feeling increased after the ce~sus of 1857 

revealed the large increase of J. J.ethodists, and especially 

after the statements made by Bishop Feild i 1866. Four 

issues which caused unfriendliness and sometimes bitterness 

were: the perf ormance of the marriage ceremony by l =ethodist 

preachers , the use of churches, educational matters, and 

the rapid growth of Hethodism. 

On September 28, 1816, "David Rowland of the 

Episcopal Church , St . John's, memorialized the Governor 

(Pickmore) to prevent ~essers Lubet and Sabine from con

tracting marriages; the former was a Uesleyan, the latter 

a Congregationalist.n
89

In a letter dated June 2, 1817 to 

the Society for the Fropagation of the Gospel, London, he 

said, "I trust I shall never see the day when the Hethodists 

a d Dissenting preachers shall be allowed to celebrate 

marriage ."9°The Rev . G. Coster , Church of •ngland minister 

89 Book of rewfoundland, Vol . I , p. 578. The name of 
the ~ esleyan minister was Cubit not Lubet . 

90jJlicrofilm. S.P.G. 'C' HSS Canada Dio F . S . Box 
la/18, 1792-1838. 
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at Bonavista, accused the Methodist preachers o~ violating 

the Marriage Act, and said, nr have found means to compel 

the governor to interfere •••• n9l The Methodists, both 

preachers and people resented these actions of Church o~ 

England clergymen. 

Early in the nineteenth century several churches 

were built in Newfoundland by the contributions of the 

people in the settlements and with ~inancial assistance 

from the British government. At Brigus and at Burin the 

Methodists obtained the use o~ these churches as their 

preachers went to these settlements before Church of 

England ministers did. In 1826 the Rev. G. Coster express

ed ~ear that the church at Greenspond would fall into the 

hands of the Methodists. 

I apprehend so much mischief as likely to ensue, i~ 
that important place be longer left without a resident 
clergyman, ••• the church itself being in danger o~ 
being lost to us, as an attempt is actually made to 
introduce a Methodist missionary into it.92 

Bishop Feild hoped to obtain possession o~ the house o~ 

worship built at Channel for the use oX any Protestant 

clergyman visiting the place, and the majority of the 

people were agreeable. He says: 

But a few of the more wealthy planters, who had contri
buted most largely to the building were strict Method
ists, and refused to consent to the consecration and 
to relinquish their rights, without being paid the 
value oX their contribution in work and materia~s.93 

9lMicrofilm. Box la/20, la/21. 
92Ibid. A letter to the S.P.G., London, July 19, 

1826. The Rev. John Corlett, Methodist missionary at 
Trinity visited Greenspond on July 2nd. o~ that year. 

93E. Tucker, LiXe & Episcopate of Edward Feild 
(hondon: W. Well Gardner, 1877), p. 122. 
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The acquiring by the Methodists o~ some churches, and their 

refusal to relinquish at least one other did not ~oster 

~riendly relations. 

However, there is evidence o~ cooperation and 

goodwill between the two churches. The Methodists in 

Trinity attended the Church o~ England service in the 

a~ternoon and sometimes took Holy Communion, and when they 

were without a minister in 1824, attended the Church o~ 

England services regularly.94 At Exploits, Notre Dame Bay 

the Methodists and Church o~ England built a church in 

which each communion conducted services alternatively.95 

Although Archdeacon Wix on a visit along the south coast 

in 1830, on being offered at Burin, the church building 

used by the Wesleyan Dissenters, declined to conduct 

worship in it,96 yet regarding another visit in 1836, said: 

nr am less anxious to visit Burin and Fortune as I have 

learned that there are worthy wesleyan missionaries in 

those districts.n97 Bishop Spencer stated in 1842 that the 

Wesleyan Methodists in the colony professed no aversion to 

the services of the Church of England.98 Much of the friend

liness and goodwill which existed up to about 1840, disap

peared in the ~ollowing years. 

ary's 

l, 2, 

§~eport of the S.P.G., 1824. 

96
rbid. 
Ibid., 1830, p. 90. 

97wix, Edward, Six Months of a Newfoundland M2ssion
Jo~§nal (London: Smith, Elder,l836), p. 51. 

Mdcrofilm, S.P.G.F.P. 'G' MSS Letters Rec'd, Vol. 
3· 
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The chapter on "Education under the Methodist 

Church11 gives some understanding of the denominational 

issues involved. By the Act of 1843 

All schools which had been built under the previous 
Act were to come under the management of the board 
belonging to the denomination which was in the majority 
in that settlement.99 

Also, it made provision for the senior or superior clergy

man of the district to be a member of the board. The remain

der of the board was to consist of Protestants of whom a 

majority were to be of the same religious persuasion as the 

majority of the Protestants residing in the district. The 

latter provision caused controversy and ill-feeling in 

some districts where it was contended or revealed by the 

census that the proportion of Church of England and Method

ists had changed after the setting up of the boards. 

Also, the demand for denominational education which 

at first was opposed by the Methodists, and on which the 

Church of England was divided, but later was petitioned for 

by the former, produced bitterness and rivalry. However, 

when by the Act of 1874 denominational education was estab-
the 

lished and~ Protestant grant was to be apportioned among the 

several Protestant denominations according to population, 

and the board of whichever denomination was in the majority 

in any district was to take over the property, the settle

ment was effected without serious difficulty, as stated in 

the Report on Education by the Methodist Superintendent in 

1877. 

99F. W. Rowe, IEduc~tion i ,n Newfoundl.and ,. p. 78 
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The settlement of property belonging to the late 
Protestant boards has been completed and ••• this has 
been effected without litigation or serious difficulty.lOO 

Statements by Bishop Feild and some of his clergy 

and the attitudes and teaching and preaching of ~ethodist 

ministers towards the services a~d rites of the Church of 

England, had the effect of bringing about ill-feeling and 

in some cases bitterness between the two communions •. 

In 1844 the minister at Burin reported to the 

District meeting: 

·le have much bitter opposition from some of the Episcopal 
missionaries ••• who are trying to poison the minds of 
the people against us telling them plainly that our 
baptisms are not lawful and requesting the parents to 
bring their children and have them baptized.lOl 

In 1851 the minister at Grand Bank reported: .r n-The Episcopal 

mipister has lately in that place ,LEamaline7 re-baptized 

people who were baptized by the \vesleyan minister some years 

ago .nl02 

In 1849 the Rev . J. s. Addy said: 

The Episcopalians have come in to scatter their pernic
ious seed of Puseyism , and to magnify what they call 
the Church by

1
8lacing in the background the merits of 

the Saviour . 3 

Bishop Feild speaking of his visit to Forteau, Labrador in 

1853 said: 

Even in these remote places the demons of discord had 
found an entrance, the Methodists from Carbonear dis
suading_t~e · pe~B~e from confirmation as savouring of 
superstltlon. 

100Journal o:f the House o:f Assembly, 1877, p. 409. 
iOlpfld. District ••• Spiritual Reports ••• , p. 67 
02Ibid., p. 184. 

lO~Ibid., p. 139. 
10 Tucker, op. cit., p. ll5. 
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These excerpts indicate some o~ the issues which .helped to 

raise higher and wider the barrier o~ separation between 

the two churches. 

While the Methodists resented the actions of Church 

of England clergymen to try to prevent them from obtaining 

the right to perform the marriage ceremony, and their re

baptizing, yet, it was two statements made by Bishop I ei l d 

which were most harmful to good relations between the two 

churches. In 1 A Plea for Colonial Dioceses• he said: 

The Wesleyan ministers by frequent and familiar inter
course with their people; and by occasionally indulging 
them with the intoxicating excitement of a revival (in 
which the younger ministers appear particularly expert) 
work upon their feelings in a manner and degree which 
the clergy of

5
the Church of England are likely I trust 

to emulate.lO 

In this statement the bishop spoke disparagingly of two of 

the cherished features of Methodism, namely pastoral visit

ation and revivals. Methodist ministers by visiting the 

homes of their people, and through revivals which resulted 

in part, from their evangelistic preaching, their pleading 

for men and women to repent, and the singing of their hymns 

were strengthening their church. 

In another statement Bishop Feild denied the validity 

of the ministry of Methodist preachers and the ordinances 

performed by them. 

The incursions of Wesleyans who ashamed of the position 
or a sect, effected, as other sects have done within 
the last few years, the title of Church, was alluded to 
with regret, but not without an exposure of the worth
lessness and presumption of the claims of this body to 

1866. 
l05Quoted in the Provincial Wesleyan, February 14, 



divinely appointed orders and ordinances.l06 

Methodist emphasis upon the necessity of a conversion 

experience, and the inadequacy of psalm-singing, · confirmation 

and sacramental communion, to enable a person to live the 

good life, together with their denunciation of dancing and 

card-playing as sinful, indicated quite clearly that their 

concept of the Church, its ordinances and the 'good life' 

was quite different from that of the Church of England. 

Also, the use of lay people, both men and women as class 

leaders, and the permitting of laymen to conduct worship 

without any official licence - only the permission of the 

minister of the circuit or mission, and in many cases the 

minister was unordained - showed the difference between 

the two communions. Bishop Feild wished his people to be 

aware of the difference and in his Charge to the Clergy in 

1866 said that he was thankful for the avowal of separation 

now made: 

Both on account of their congregations and our own: -
on account of theirs because there is more hope that 
the difference being perceived and understood, may 
convince some of the error and danger; and of ours, 
because none can any longer doubt of the character and 
pretensions of modern Wesleyanism, or fail to perceive 
how unreal revivals are but efforts to recruit and 
sustain an unreal Church: and our duty in regard to 
both Wesleyans and our own congregation now is not to 
prove that there is a difference - for that is admitted 
or cannot be denied - but to show what the difference 
is and wherein consists the error and danger of the 
separation.l07 

While it is. impossible to assess the full effects of this 

1
1

0
°6

7
E. Tucker, Op. cit., p. 217. 
Ibid. 



l25 

statement, the increase o~ Methodists by seventy-six per 

cent ~rom 1857 to 1874 compared with a thirty-~our per 

cent by the Church o~ England, reveals that Methodists were 

not convinced o~ their 'error and danger' or that they 

belonged to an 'unreal Church.' 

Although the relations between the two churches were 

not ~riendly and in some instances enmity and bitterness 

existed, yet in some settlements members o~ both churches 

lived side by side, the men ~ished ~rom the same boats and 

vessels, and cooperated with one another in various aspects 

o~ the ~ishing industry. Although on the Sabbath Day they 

went to dif~erent churches, engaged in di~ferent ~orms of 

worship, and some members o~ each church regarded the 

others' 'religion' as lacking in the essentials ~or one's 

salvation, yet true neighbourliness was not lacking, and 

men o~ both churches became 'brethren' in ~raternal orders. 

The Congregational and Presbyterian Churches 
in Newfoundland 

There is evidence that during the seventeenth century 

there were Congregationalists in Newfoundland and that they 

tried to obtain a minister.l08 In 1775 an artillery sergeant, 

John Jones, a Welshman organized in St. John's a congregation, 

soon after which a small church was built. In 1777 Mr. Jones 

went to England and was ordained, and returned to St. John's. 

A new building called the Meeting House which was erected in 

108n. W. Prowse, Op. cit. The Supplement, p. 49. The 
author o~ the article is not given. 
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1789 was used until 1851 when a stone church was built . 

In 1882 Congregational ministers were stationed at St . John's, 

Rendell ' s Harbour, Twillingate, Pool's Cove , and Labrador. 

However , the Congregationalists in Newfoundland had a very 

small increase .from 1845 to 1884; the number in the former 

year was 539 , in the latter 768 - two- thirds o.f whom resided 

in St . John's . Methodism in the island was not affected by 

Congregationalism, and the relations between the two religious 

b ~. .f . dl 109 oo1es were r1en y . 

The first Presbyterian congregation in Newfoundland 

was organized at St . John ' s in 1842 . uThe Scotch population 

at St . John's at tha t time was not large but possessed 

considerable wealth . "llOTheir .first church was dedicated on 

December 3 , 1843 . Another branch of Presbyterianism was 

109The Rev . Hilliam Thoresby, h ethodist minister in 
Conception Bay , when visiting St . John's in the Spring of 
1797 preached in the Meeting House on three or .four oc
casions . The Rev . -.Jilliam Bl..a.ck when visiting Newfoundland 
in 1791 was kindly received by Mr . Jones . 

In 1 841 , the Rev . James England, a Eethodist, sup
plied the Congregational Church, S t . J ohn 's, during the 
visit to Englan d of its minister, the Rev . D. s . \lard . 

On educational matters there were some differences 
o.f opinion, but there is no evidenc e of hostility. In 1850 
when the St . John ' s Academy was divided into three separate 
institutions, the Roma n Catholic and Church of England 1vere 
given separate grants and had complete supervision over 
theirs whereas the Hethodists who numbered about l4,ooo 
vlere associated with the Presbyterians and Congrega tional
ists who numbered about 1,000. The Methodists resented 
their not having an i n stitution o.f their own and complete 
control over it . Ivlethodists vlere so .few on the Board o.f 
Directory that they could be outvoted . 

llOn . w. Prowse , op . cit . The Supplement, p. 53. 
An a rticle by the Rev . t-Jilliam Graham and others . 
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established in St. John's in 1850, but a fter the destruction 

by fire of the church built in that year, the two congrega

tions united in 1877. A Presbyterian church was opened in 

Harbour Grace in 1855. The number of Presbyterians in New

foundland was 478 in 1845 and 1,478 in 1884, of whom 1,048 

resided in St. John's, 191 in Harbour Grace, and 117 in the 

district of St. George's. 

*************** 
The Newfoundland environment was most suitable for 

the rapid growth of Methodism. Just as in England there were 

new areas of population caused by industry, so in Newfound

land there was a movement of people to new areas, some to 

pursue the fisheries, and others to engage in lumbering and 

farming. Also as in England, the Church of England did not 

provide the required services to the people of the new 

towns, so in Newfounfland because of the shortage of 

ministers, she was unable to serve thousands of the inhabi

tants who belonged to her. Even with the shortage, had there 

been roads whereby her ministers could have visited more 

frequently the many appointments in a parish, she would have 

retained more of her people. The isolation caused by the lack 

of easy and quick means of transportation and communication, 

made the services of the itinerant Methodist preacher more 

readil~cceptable, than if such isolation did not exist. The 

harsh treatment of Roman Catholics in the eighteenth century, 

and the government prior to 1832, being controlled by members 

of the Church of England, led to a relationship between 
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Roman Catholics and Methodists which was advantageous to 

the latter. For Methodism in Newfoundland, it was 'the full-

ness of time•, and it was enabled to grow for many reasons, 

one of the most important being the supply of ministers 

from England sent out by the Wesleyan Missionary Society, 

and by Joseph Lawrence who took a special interest in New

foundland and sent out more than twenty young men. Also it 

was strengthened by the missionary spirit and zeal of lay

men in the island who were aggressive Methodists as the 

letter below reveals. 

St. John's, Nfld., 
15 February 1850. 

We the undersigned office bearers of the Wesleyan Society 
of this town guarantee to the Committee of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society, London, the salary of a single man 
for four years according to the usual scale of allowances 
in the connexion; to be employed as travelling missionary 
in the northern part of the Island. Our desire is that he 
be a man of good ability, full of zeal, self-denying and 
of active habits, that he be robust in health and to be 
here as early as possible in the Spring. 

Signed: Edward White 
Stephen March 
John Woods 
William Freeman 
David Rogers 
Andrew Blackwood 
Charles R. Ayrill 
J. J. Rogerson 

lllnistrict Minute Book, pp. 538, 539. 



Chapte.r Six 

Reasons for the Growth of Methodism in Newfoundland 

The Shortage of Ministers 

The paucity of ministers of religion in Newfoundland 

at the time of the formation in l818 of the Wesleyan Methodist 

Missionary Sociaty which undertook to promote and support 

financially overseas missionary work, was one of the causes 

for the gro\vth of Me-thodism in the island. When Coughlan intro

duced Methodism to Newfoundland in 1765 thare tvere only two 

other Frotestant ministers in the island.l In 1819, there were 

five Church of England ministers serving the parishas of St. 

John's, Carbonear, Harbour Grace, Trinity Bay, and Twillingate; 

there we~e eleven Wesleyan M&thodist ministers serving the 

stations of st. John's, Fort-de-Grave, Harbour Grace, Car

bonear, Blackhead, Island Cove and Perlican, Hant's Harbour, 

Trinity, Bonavista, Burin, and Fortune Bay(Grand Bank). It 

is right to contend that many of the people eager for opportun

ities to worship and to receive religious instructions, would 

have welcomed g~adly ministers of ~ny ~rote~tap~ commun~£n.2 

lTwo Church of England ministers, one serving at St. 
John's, the other at Trinity. 

4i.ev. John Hillyard, a Congregationalist minister was 
accepted by some of the people at Twillingate in l799. The 
yearning of the people for ministers was expressed in a re
port to the S.P.G. in 1838. See The Annual Report of the s. 
~., 1838, p.44. 
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By 1839 the Methodists had increased their number o~ 

stations by one only, namely Brigus, at which time the Church 

of England had nine parishes, but neither one in either Pla

centia Bay or Fortune Bay.3 A.G. Spencer, who became bishop 

of Newfoundland in that year said that at his conscreation to 

the See he found only eight clergyman. 

The church was in a most disorganized and dispirited 
condition: the schools were languishing, many of them 
broken up, and all were destitute of that spirit

4 
of 

unity and order so essential to real efficiency. 

Bishop Spencer quickly obtained more ministers, and in ~855 

there were thirty-four parishes and missions in the diocese. 

In that year there were only fourteen stations in the New

foundland District. By 1875, one year after the Newfoundland 

Con~erence was organized, there were thirty-seven Methodist 

stations, or circuits and missions as they were now called, 

and forty Church or England parishes and missions. How

ever, the increase of the Methodists had been greater pro

portionately than that of the population, and than that or 

the Church of England. 

Table showing Population, Church or England, and Hethodist Growth 

Year 

1845 
1857 
1869 
1874 

Total ~opulation 

98,703 
124,288 
146' 536 
161,374 

Church of England 

34,294 
44,285 
55,184 
59' 561 

Methodist 

14,239 
20,229 
28,990 
35,702 

3A parish was established at Flacentia in 1787, but 
had been ~acant ror many years before 1839. 

4frowse, op. cit., An article in The Supplement by 
Rev. vl • .t>ilot "The Church of England in Newfoundland." p.ll. 
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While in the total population the increase o~ Methodists was 

greater than that o~ the Church o~ England; yet with two 

exceptions,5 in places where a Church o~ England minister 

was stationed earlier than, or at the same time as a 

Methodist, the increase was less or approximately proportion

ate. 

A~ter the return to England in 1773 o~ Coughlan, who 

served for ~ive years as a missionary o~ the S.P.G. but was 

Methodist in discipline and doctrine, Balfour, the Church o~ 

England minister at Trinity, was moved to Harbour Grace which 

had a Church o~ England minister continuously therea~ter. 

Harbour Grace Division of the Conception Bay District6 

Year 

1857 
1869 
1874 
l884 

Year 

1857 
1~9 
1884 

Church of England 

5,490 
6,822 
7,239 
8,633 

Town o~ Harbour Grace 

Church o~ England 

1,775 
2,389 
2,786 

Methodist 

1,112 
1,588 
1,615 
1,968 

Methodist 

755 
1,136 
1,287 

In the Trinity and English Harbour area where a 

Church of England minister was stationed in 1730, almost 

eighty years before the ~irst Methodist, the ratio o~ Church 

of England to Methodist in 1884 was five to one. In the whole 

5The north side o~ Bonavista Bay and the Straight 
Shore, and Notre Dame Bay. 

6This division contained the communities ~rom 
Coley's Point to Harbour Grace. 
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of Trinity Bay where each church had two ministers before 

1855,7 the growth of each communion was almost proportionate. 

Y:ear 

1845 
1869 
1884 

Trinity Bay District 

Church of England 

4,753 
7,428 
9,492 

Hethodist 

2,752 
4,985 
6,057 

Six of the Church of England parishes established 

between 1839 and 1855 were on the south coast, west of the 

Burin Peninsula, where no 11ethodist missions had been 

established. Although the Methodists formed missions at 

Channel and at Petites in the 1860's and at Burgeo in 1880, 

the membership was only 205 in 1884. In that year in the two 

districts of Fortune Bay and Burgeo-LaPoile where these 

parishes and missions were situated, there were 10,284 

Church of England and 1,301 Methodists. 

In Bonavista Bay from 1845 to 1884 the Methodists 

increased from 727 to 5,101, whereas the Church of England 

increase was from 4,684 to 8,385. From 1722 to 1744 there 

was a Church of England minister at Bonavista, but for the 

next seventy-five years it was vacant. By 1819 when a visit

ing missionary was appointed with headquarters at Bonavista, 

the Methodists were firmly established as a result of the 

ministry of George Smith in 1794-97, under whose preaching 

7There were three Nethodist stations, Trinity, Old 
Perlican, and Rant's Harbour, but the latter was vacant many 
of the years between 1834 and 1850. Trinity was vacant from 
1850 to 1855 with the exception of 1852. 
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Charles Saint, an English<LJ.aP , was converted. Saint gave 

leadership as class leader and by leading the people in worship 

each Sabbath until the arrival of the next minister in 1810, 

after which there was a continuous ministry. If a Church of 

England minister had been maintained there during the eight

eenth century,Bonavista Bay would not have become a strong

hold of Methodism. 

Year 

1845 
1869 
1884 

Bonavista Bay District 

Church of England 

4,684 
7,029 
8,385 

Methodist 

727 
2,094 
5,101 

The first Church of England mission in Notre Dame . 

Bay was established at Twillingate in 1817, twenty-five 

years before the first Methodist station was begun in that 

area. By 1855 when there were four Church of England parishes 

in that bay there was still one Methodist station. The 

movement of Methodists into the district between 1845 and 

1884 cannot alone account for the rapid increase in their 

number. 

Year 

1845 
1869 
1884 

Twillingate and Fogo District 

Church of England 

5,017 
6,846 
6,745 

Methodist 

597 
4,235 

10,261 

In Labrador the Church of England established before 

1855, a mission at Battle Harbour and another at Forteau. 

Methodist ministers visited the Labrador coast during the 
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summer in 1844 and 1845, and continuously rrom 1858. No 

minister was stationed there for the whole year until one 

was sent to Red Bay in 1878. In 1884 there were in Labrador 

1,974 Church of England and 305 Ivlethodists. 

The statistics gi~en above verify that Methodism 

grew in Newroundland chierly because of the shortage of 

other Protestant ministers. While it is true that the 

evangelical preaching and zeal and willingness of Methodist 

ministers to travel extensively8 promoted the growth of 

Methodism, yet if there had been ten or twelve Church of 

England ministers station~d at St. John's and in the six 

large bays of the island when the Newfoundland District 

was organized in 1815 with only six stations, Nethodism 

would not have increased as it did. 

Location of Fi~st Methodist Stations 

The location of the first Methodist stations was 

another important factor ln the growth and spread of 

Methodism. If Coughlan haq tried to render a ministry in 

St. John's, or if McGeary, the first minister appointed by 

the English Methodist Conference to Newfoundland, who arrived 

in 1785, had gone to St. John's, Methodism in Newfoundland 

would have either failed or have grown very slowly. These 

8In 1827 the minister at Burin reported that he had 
spent five weeks the previous summer visiting harbours 
between Burin and Sound Island which was twenty-five leagues 
distant. District Minute Book, Vol. I, p. 106. 
Rev. J. s. Allen, Greenspond reported in 1864 that his circuit 
extended sixty-nine miles, and that he had fifteen preaching 
places. The Provincial Wesleyan, April 6, 1864. 



135 

missionaries began their ministry in areas in which there 

were IT~ny settlements which could be reached and in~luenced 

by them. Coughlan, who was stationed at Harbour Grace, - as 

was McGeary, . - iclluenced ~or l•1ethodi sm many per sons ~rom 

Port de Grave to Blackhead, a distance o~ thirty miles with

in which there were at least twenty inhabited coves and 

harbours. 

Methodism was strongly established by the end o~ the 

eighteenth century in the Lower Island Cove-Old Perlican 

area, and by l825 along the whole south shore o~ Trinity Bay 

~rom Grate's Cove to New Harbour, - a distance o~ sixty miles. 

The population o~ the settlements in this .area was given in 

the letters o~ the missionaries. When John Hoskins began a 

school at Old Perlican in 1774, it was a community o~ ~i~ty 

~amilies. John Corlett, Wesleyan missionary, reported in 

1827 that at Scilly Cove there were 300 inhabitants and the 

same number at Heart's Content.9 In l830, Rant's Harbour had 

a population o~ 300.10 Again, this was an area containing 

about ~i~teen settlements all o~ which could be visited by 

the ministers at Rant's Harbour and at Old Perlican. This 

area is o~ particular importance to the spread o~ Methodism 

as we shall see later. 

Bonavista, another large settlement on the east 

coast, which became a strong Methodist circuit had a 

population of upwards of 1,700 in 1814,11 and by 1821 the 

9Methodist Magazine, 1827, p. 275. 
10Ibid., 1830, p. 281. 
llrbid., 1815, p. 318. 
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three settlements comprising the Bonavista circuit, namely, 

Bonavista, Catalina, and Bird Island Cove, had a population 

o£ 2,150.12 Later Methodism spread to other parts of 

Bonavista Bay and beyond by the migration of Methodists £rom 

these communities. 

At Burin in Placentia Bay the Methodists established 

a station in 1817 with the arrival there of John Lewis. It 

was a community of 700 inhabitants in 1827.13 In that year 

the missionary reported: 

Sound Island, twenty-five leagues from Burin has a good 
congregation •••• Your minister spent five weeks last 
summer in harbours between Burin apd Sound Island; an 
awful state of moral destitution.l4 

Four years earlier the missionary stated: "This circuit is 

more than a hundred miles in length. There are twelve places 

which we attend thrice a year.nl5 When the Newfoundland Con

£erence was organized in 1874, there were in Placentia Bay 

two circuits, Burin and Flat Islands with a membership of 

402 and 225 respectively. At Sound Island, Charles Downes, 

an Englishman, served as Methodist lay agent and teacher 

from 1850 to 1874. In the latter year Sound Island with 

Haystack and other appointments became a mission served by 

a minister who the following year reported a membership of 

fifty-seven. Methodism was firmly established in several 

settlements on the west side of the bay by the time of the 

l2wesle~an ~lissionar~ Societ~ ReEorts, Vol. II, 
p. civ. 

13Methodist Magazine, 1827, p. 641. 
l4Weslezan ~lissionar~ Society ReEorts, Vol. IV, 

p. 106. 
15Methodist Magazine, 1823, p. 837-
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arrival of the first Church of England ministers, - one to 

Burin and another to the Isle of Valen, - almost twen ty-five 

years after the appointment of the first Methodist mission

ary to the area. 

Grand Bank which had its first Methodist missionary 

in 1817 became together with Fortunel6 an i mportant and one 

o£ the largest circuits in the conference. These towns 

became centres of the 'bank' fishery which began in 1876. 

In a population of 895 in 1857, 871 were Methodists as were 

l,Ol4 in a population of 1,038 in 1884. 

While in the stationing o£ its ministers in 1816 and 

1817 the Newfoundland district was influenced chiefly by the 

shortage of other Protestant ministers and the population of 

the different areas, yet it showed great wisdom in not con

fining its men to one coast or to one or two bays. In most 

cases they were established in areas from which Methodists 

migrated in later years. In other cases such as St. John's 

and Grand Bank they became centres of large populations and 

importance and where circuits develope~ strong. both in 

numbers and in influence. 

Migration of Methodists 

In Newfoundland by the beginning of the second 

quarter o£ the nineteenth century there was a migration o£ 

people. The missionaries mention this very often in their 

letters and reports. The cause was the failure of the :fish-

16Fortune became a separate circuit in 1877. 



eries in certain areas. Also during the last hal:f o:f the 

century people moved :from the headland into the bays to 

engage in lumbering. These Methodists took their Methodism 

with them and continued loyal to it although at first they 

had no minister stationed among them and were visited very 

inrrequently by the nearest minister; and in some areas such 

as Muddy Hole (renamed Musgrave Harbour) and Doting Cove, 

years passed without their being visited. 

In l 8 26 the missionary at Bonavista reported to the 

District Meeting: 

Many of our people are moving in quest of new settlements 
because of the failure of the cod and seal for two years. 
The society has decreased at Catalina also for the same 
reason.l7 

Bonavista, l847 - '"'Great poverty. Some members have moved 
to another harbour where no Wesleyan missionary can have 
access to them. Others are to :follow.nl~ 

Blackhead, l845 - "Many very yoor people. Fourteen members 
have moved to other places."ll;;' 

l848 - "Seventeen members have moved to other 
places."20 

Carbonear, l85l - nseveral members died and others have 
moved elsewhere.n2l 

Grand Bank, l83l- "Failure o:f the fishery last year ••• 
induced a rew families to emigrate a distance o:f :fifty 
leagues from Grand Bank.n22 

Rant's Harbour, l849- nivlost o:f the leading and active mem-

p. lOB. 
l7wesleyan Missionary Society Reports, Vol. III, 

l8District Minute Book, Vol. I, p. 408. 
l9New:foundland District Wesleyan Sunday School 
l84o-l84 and S iritual Re orts on State o:f Work 

_.____,....._._._......,.O. 0 one volume unpublished, p. 7 • 
Ibid., p. ll8. 

2libid., p. l60. 
22District Minute Book, Vol. I, p. 89. 
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bers are removed :from the place.u23 

Harbour Grace, 1854 - "Some influencial members leaving for 
other places.n24-

Island Cove, 1842 - "Because of the :fishery :failure many 
members hav

5
e left for other places including two class 

leaders."2 

St. John's Circuit, Biskin Cove appointment, 1832 - ,.A class 
o:f nineteen :formed, several o:f whom belonged :formerly to the 
Blackhead circuit."26 

Goose Bay, Bonavista Bay, 1870 - "The population consists 
principally o:f people who have migrated thither :from 
Bonavista and Catalina in order to improve their temporal 
circumstances, and during the year this circuit LBonavista7 
sustained a heavy loss nemerically as well as in other 
respects by the removal of twelve families to Musgravetown 
many of whom were members of our society. Several other 
respectable householders with their all are on the eve of 
removal to Goose Bay, :from this circuit.rr27 

By 1870 there were seventy families in the Random 

Arm and Smitli~rm area of Trinity Bay, among whom were fifty 

members of the Wesleyan Society.28 Many of these people had 

moved from Rant's Harbour and other settlements along the 

south shore of Trinity Bay. 

In 1861, Paul Prestwood, minister at Bonavista, 

visited the north side of Bonavista Bay. He reported that 

there were several Wesleyan families and descendants of 

Wesleyans residing in that area.29 J. s. Allen, the first 

minister to be stationed at Greenspond, stated that there 

p. 138. 
23Newfoundland District ••• and Spiritual Reports ••• , 

24rbid., p. 202. 
25Ibid., p. 32. 
26nistrict Minute Book, p. 116. 
27Provincial Wesleyan, November 23, 1870. Letter 

from a probationer at Bonavista. 
28Ibid., February 15, 1871. 
29Ibid., October 31, 1861. 
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were 400 people at Huddy Hole and Doting Cove, and that 

most professed to be Wesleyans.30 Many of these Wesleyans 

had moved from Catalina and Bonavista. 

D. W. Johnson mentions the family names of many of 

the people in the new settlements formed in the latter half 

of the nineteenth century and names the places from which 

they moved. Green's Harbour and the adjoining communities; 

Random Arm South which includes Shoal Harbour, St. Jones 

Within, Heart's Ease and other coves and harbours were 

settled by people from the Old Perlican-Island Cove and 

Rant's Harbour circuits. Methodists from the north side of 

Conception Bay moved to Change Islands, Indian Islands, St. 

Anthony and other places in the northern part of the island. 

Methodist families from Carbonear moved to the southern 

part of Labrador.31 

There is suf~icient evidence to verify the thesis 

that a chief cause of the spread of Methodism in Newfound-

land was the movement, chiefly for economic reasons, of 

Methodists from the older stations to new or very sparsely 

populated settlements. To these they invited ministers. 

The Invitation of Nethodists 

A :fact which emerges :from a study of f.1ethodism in 

Newfoundland is that at first its preachers went to com

munities or areas, because no other Protestant minister was 

30provincial Wesleyan, April 6, 1864. 
31Information from D. W. Johnson, Op. cit., and 

correspondence to the Provincial Wesleyan. 
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stationed there or because there were a number o~ Methodists 

in the area who requested, as in the case o~ St. John's, a 

station to be established. The only exception was Trinity 

Harbour where a Church o~ England minister was stationed as 

early as 1730. Later, Methodist preachers went to new areas 

on the invitation of Methodists who had moved there. Again, 

we find in the correspondence, the reports of the ministers, 

and the official records, evidence to support this theory. 

In 1850 the minister at St. John's wrote to the 

missionary committee in London: 

For the past two years petitions have been forwarded to 
the district meeting from the inhabitants of Green Bay, 
in places where the Twillingate minister cannot reach, 
asking ~or a missionary, and promising support.32 

The wish of the Wesleyans on the north side of Bonavista Bay 

was stated earlier. With their request, they promised towards 

a minister's support, individual subscriptions of five pounds 

and under.33 The Methodists of the Random Arm area, Trinity 

Bay, in presenting their request, offered sixty or seventy 

pounds a year towards a minister's salary.34 

The action o~ the people of Bay o~ Islands in 1872 

to secure a minister was a bit unusual. 

Early in the spring of this year all the Wesleyans and 
members of the Scotch church met together and unanimous
ly resolved to build a Wesleyan }1ethodist church and 
also a schoolhouse, with the idea of getting a minister 
among them. They lost no time in hauling out the frame 
~or the church, and very willingly contributed towards 

32Methodist Magazine, 1850, p. 898. Letter from 
Rev. William Faulkner. 

33Provincial Wesleyan, October 31, 1861. 
34Ibid., February 15, 1871. 
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the building of it. They engaged men to put it up during 
the summer and expect to have it completed free of debt 
by next year, when they hope a Wesleyan minister will be 
sent them.35 

In 1872 the people of the French Shore forwarded to the 

District a petition asking for the appointment of a minister 

and promising two hundred dollars towards his support.36 

The Methodists established at Twillingate in 1842 

their first station in Notre Dame Bay. During the years 

1845 to 1874 when the population of that bay increased by 

125 per cent, from 6,744 to 15,213 the Methodists increased 

by 941 per cent, from 597 to 6,217. In 1859 a second mission 

was established at Exploits, and a third at Fogo in 1862. 

The minister at Exploits had an extensive territory to 

cover. "There are twenty-three places which should be visit

ed. Little Bay Islands is a central place with many places 

twenty miles around.n37 In 1873, Little Bay Islands became 

the headquarters of a new mission. At least another minister 

was needed an~ the minister at Exploits wrote: "We want an

other man at this important and promising mission to be 

stationed at Moreton's Harbour. The people are willing and 

able to support him •••• n38 No minister was stationed at 

Moreton's Harbour until 1880, but a mission was begun on the 

French Shore in 1874. 

:from 

The Protestant population in the Twillingate and 

35provincial Wesleyan, December 23, 1872. Letter 
Rev. T. Hale, Carbonear. 

36Provincial Wesleyan, December 23, 1872. 
37Ibid., October 1, 1862. Letter :from E. R., Exploits. 
38Ibid., October 27, 1873. Letter from Rev. s. B. Dunn. 



Fogo district from 1845 to 1884 trebled, whereas the Pro

testant population of the Conception Bay District only 

doubled. As the largest concentration of Methodists was in 

Conception Bay - in 1836, 6,333 of the approximate 9,000 

in the island - many of them were among the Protestants who 

moved from there to the northern part of the island. The 

Newfoundland District and later the Newfoundland Conference 

established missions in areas where Methodists were residing. 

In Newfoundland, as in other countries, the migration of 

Methodists who requested ministers to serve them in their 

new locations, helped the growth of Methodism. 

The Organization of Hethodism 

Classes 

Methodism would either not have survived or would 

have been of slower growth if it were not for the 'classes' 

into which the new converts were organized. Each minister 

had extensive circuits of many appointments but during his 

absence from an appointment, the members could meet together 

for fellowship and worship with one of their number appointed 

by the minister as class leader. Richard Green has stated 

very succinctly the importance and value of the fellowship 

of class meetings to the Methodist Society. 

It is its strongest bond of union; its most effective 
means of spiritual improvement and culture; its most 
successful method of bringing the church members into 
close intercourse on spiritual things; and it is its 
most effectual way of guarding each individual believer, 
and of securing mutual help, consideration and care. 
It affords the opportunity for true spiritual oversight, 



and an active brothexly communion.39 

Not only did the classes provide the members an opportunity 

for spiritual nurture, through Bible reading, extemporary 

prayer, and an exhortation by the leader, also its benefits 

to Methodism were of a more practical yet spiritual 

nature. "In the prayers and testimonies of the class me.eting 

are to be found the first training of prayer leaders, mission 

workers, Sunday School teachers, local preachers and ministers.n4o 

In the early days of Methodism in Newfoundland, classes 

wexe formed on all the appointments on the station if a 

leader could be found. If a leader could not be faund, 

grave concern '\vas expressed by the minister. The minister 

of the St. John's statinn reported ~ 1837 that there was a 

class at each of the following places: Portugal Cove, Pouch 
,..., 

Cove, Topsail, and Quidi Vidi.41 In 1841 he stated that Top-

sail was a place of prominence but suffered from the want of 

a competent person to take charge of the class. Ministers to 

new missions tried to organize classes as soon as possible. 

Allen, the first missionary to Greenspond, in his se-cond year 

there, had two classes organized at Greenspond and two at 

Muddy Hole. HacGregor, the first missionary to the French 

Shore mission, organized five classes during his first year. 

Carbonear, which had eleven classes in 1838 reported that 

39Green, Ibid., p.52. 
40Ibid., p. 55. Quotation on "Church Hembership" :rrom 

a Report of the Missionary Conference, 1889, p. 4o6. 
41District lviinute Book, Vol. l., p. 272. 
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in the following year eleven new classes had been formed. 

In 1866 Blackhead had fifty-six classes and reported more 

than thirty for many years. Both Carbonear and Blackhead 

became strong centres of Methodism. In Newfoundland in 1874 

there were only thirteen ordained ministers and twenty-four 

probationers, but there were 376 class leaders who provided 

some aspects of pastoral care and opportunities for Christian 

fellowship and nurture.42 

Prayer Meetings 

In addition to the regular worship services on 

Sunday and the class meetings during the week, the Methodists 

had other opportunities for 'the assembling of themselves 

together.' The prayer meetings afforded them opportunities 

for Christian fellowship and to express their gratitude to 

God for His blessings and forgiveness and to tell God and 

one another their assurance of their personal regeneration 

and their hope of eternal bliss. These meetings were held at 

least once a week and in many communities more frequently. 

nprayer meetings are established and carried on :from house 

to house three or four times a week in which the young 

converts take a lively interest and pray with great feeling 

and power.n43 

In his 1839 report the minister at Carbonear stated, 

42The above statistics are taken from the printed 
minutes ~f the E.B.A. Conference. 

3District Minute Book, Vol. I, p. 232. Report from 
Cupids for 1835. 
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"twelve or fifteen prayer meetings are held weekly in which 

young converts take an active part.n44 Also, immediately 

after a revival more prayer meetings were held, and held 

more often than at other times. 

During the wresent month (Hay) prayer meetings have been 
held in every part of the town for six nights in each 
week and seldom closed till midnight, and in som~ 
instances have continued until the break of day.~5 

As is evident, the minister could not be present for 

all these meetings. The minister stationed at Greenspond 

reported in May, 1865 that the people at Cape Island "began 

a prayer meeting among themselves; and such was the concern 

felt by many for their souls that throughout the week they 

were unable to pursue their daily avocations, the greater 

part of their time being spent in penitent supplication. 1146 

Also, Methodis~s held these meetings when pursuing their 

occupations away from their home community. "Several of the 

society who emigrated to the woods for the winter have held 

weekly meetings :for reading and prayer.n47 Newfoundland 

fishermen while on the coast of Labrador would hold these 

meetings in fish stores and also onboard their schooners. 

The value of prayer meetings was similar to that of 

class meetings. "They are useful ••• in affording young men 

of piety and promising abilities, an opportunity of exercis-

44nistrict Minute Book, Vol. I, p. 327. 
45District Hinute Book, Vol. I, p. 327. Report :from 

Carbonear 1839. 
46Provincial Wesleyan, May 31, 1865. Letter from 

Rev. J. Todhunter. 
47District Minute Book, Vol. I, p. 309. Report :from 

Burin, 1838. 
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ing their gifts in prayer and exhortation.n48 Also, they 

gave opportunity for members to meet often in small groups 

which created a warm fellowship and a loyalty to each other 

and to Me-thodism. They he~ped to deepen the members 1 aware

ness of: their debt to their Redeemer, and enabled them to 

share their common experience of their personal redemption. 

Their experience was expressed in the hymns which they sang, 

among which were these. 

"0 what shall I do my Saviour to praise, 
So faithrul and true, so plenteous in grace, 
So strong to deliver, so good to redeem, 
The weakest believer that hangs upon him.n49 

n The men of" gnace have found 
Glory begun below; 
Celestial fruit on earthly ground 
From faith and hope may grow. 
Then let our songs abound, 
And every tear be dry; 
We'ne marching through Timmanuel's ground, 
To fairer worlds on high. 11 50 

These meetings gave the members not only an opportunity to 

pray, but also to express in testimony, and more e-Specially 

in hymns, their assurance and their jay. 

Love_ Feasts and Covenant Servicas 

Tw.o other 1ethodis-t ordinances observed in Newfound

land wexe the Love Feast ~ and the Covenant Service. The Love 

Fe~st was he2d from one to four times a year. The ministers 

in their annual reports spoke of them as being we~l attended 

and 'glorious occasions' when members spoke in glowing lang-

48crowther, op. cit. p.264. 
49Me-thodist Hymn and Tune Book, 1---ro .348. 
50Ibid., No . 337. 
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uage o~ the goodness of God. At St. John's a Love Feast 

was held in September 1816, less than a year after the 

station was begun, at which time sixty persons attended.5l 

A Love Feast held at Carbonear on Easter Monday, 1849 was 

begun in the schoolroom, but the attendance was so large, it 

was necessary to move to the chapel.52 At Burin in 1873, 400 

attended a Love Feast which was held immediately following 

a revival.53 

Covenant Services 

The Covenant Service which was held on the first 

Sunday in the year was a time o~ renewal of one's covenant 

with God. This had a psychological value in that not only 

individually but also as a congregation, the members engaged 

in a solemn rea~firmation of their faith, and after, in the 

hour of temptation and testing, were strengthened to resist 

the tempter and to be faithful, by remembering their vows 

made to God in the presence of each other • . Its value was 

emphasized in the Pastoral Address of 1874: "The Covenant 

Service in which our fathers found strength and blessing is 

still a means of grace of the highest importance."54 

Some of the ordinances which we have considered gave 

Methodists the opportunity to meet ~or worship other than on 

5lMethodist Magazine, 1816, p. 955. Letter to Mr. 
Benson, London from Rev. George Cubit. 

52Provincial Wesleyan, September 22, 1849. Letter 
from Rev. John Snowball. 

53Provincial Wesleyan, April 9, 1873. Letter from 
Rev. G. Forsey. 

54-New:foundland Conference Minutes, 1874, p. 24. 
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Sunday; to meet in the intimate and warm fellowship or 

small groups in homes and schoolhouses; to engage in prayer 

and testimony, and to experience the oneness or being 

'brothers and sisters' in Christ, which formal worship is 

unable to provide for many people. Furthermore, they gave 

the humblest member the feeling that he was not alone. "He 

had not only the never-failing presence of his Saviour but 

also the human sympathy of his class, .•• his society, his 

class leader and his minister.n55 Without these ordinances, 

Methodism in Newfoundland would have lacked the devotion and 

zeal which contributed to its growth. 

The Services of Schoolmasters, Local 

Preachers and Lay Agents 

The debt of Hethodism in Newfoundland to school-

masters who served also as local preachers is authenticated 

in the official records of' the District and Conference. Just 

as many of the parishes established by the Church of England 

between 1839 and 1860 had been served previously by a reader, 

so many of the missions of the Nethodist Church formed 

between 1860 and 1884 were comprised of communities which had 

the services of a teacher who served as a local preacher. 

One or the greatest contributions made by a school

teacher was that of' John Hoskins. When he began teaching at 

Old Perlican in 1774, he, at the request of the inhabitants 

began to conduct divine worship. Not only did he establish 

55A. Lipsky, cJpll11t:JWAAle:y:. _A -:P.ortrait, New YOrk: 
S imo~ and Shuster, l928T, P• l$9. 
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Methodism at Old Perlican, but also at Lower Island Cove and 

other neighbouring communities. The ~ar-reaching influence 

o~ the Methodists in this area has been stated earlier. 

John Curtis was another o~ the earlier teachers to 

serve as local preacher. He taught at Portugal Cove in a 

school established ~ about 1 825 with ~inancial assistance 

~rom the Wesleyan Missionary Society. In his report to the 

District Meeting o~ 1830, the minister at St. John's said: 

It is our unanimous and settled conviction that the sum 
allowed to John Curtis of Portugal Cove be continued to 
him as a cathechist. He is a pious and zealous local 
preacher, and is of so much importance to the St.

56 John's station, that this sum be well applied, ••• 

Two years later, the minister at St. John's said: "Mr. 

Curtis, local preacher serves with credit to himself and 

pro~it to his people."57 

In that same year, 1832, at Pouch Cove a class o~ 

thirty members was ~armed with Thomas Cave, the schoolmaster 

as leader, who served also as a Reader. The report o~ 1852 

stated that there had been considerable improvement at Pouch 

Cove because a teacher who was also a local preacher had been 

sent to them in November o~ 1851. At Bay Roberts in 1833 Mr. 

Christopher Vey was schoolmaster and local preacher. The 

minister of the Brigus station reporting in 1834 said: "The 

removal of Mr. Green from Cupids who acted in the capacity 

as schoolmaster and local preacher means they haven't the 

opportunity for worship they had be:fore.rr58 In 1846, school-

56District Minute Book, Vol. I, p. 73. 
57Ibid., p. 115. 
58rbid., p. 205. 
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masters were serving in this dual capacity at Pouch eove, 

Carbonear, Blackhead, Rant's Harbour, and Cupids. 

Sometimes the terms Lay Agent and Local Agent we.re 

used instead o:r Local Preacher. The report o:r the Brigus 

c.±P.Clilfu1; :ror 1846 s.tates: nNr. Thomas Fox, Lay Agent at 

Cupids :ror more than ten years has greatly assisted min

isters on the circuit.n59 The Burin report o:r 1853 says:

" I n Flat Islands the.re. are twenty Protestant :families. A 

Local Agent is employed there as schoolmaster. They will 

now have Sunday servicas.rr60As wa have stated earleir, earl

ier, Methodism at Sound Island grew under the leadership o:r 

Charles Downes, schoolmaster and Lay Agent. 

As more schools were established by the District 

with assistance from the government o:r the colony and from 

the educatinnal society which the Methodists had organized 

to provide funds for this purpose, persons to fill both 

positions were sought. 

Owing to the number of small and widely scattered 
settlements in some parts of the island, it is evident 
that the appointment of resident ministers to all o:r 
them is impossible. The 'School and Agency Society• 
contemplates the employment in such places of suitable 
persons_ as teachers and

6
local preachers, or agents to 

conduct divine worship. l 

Such persons were found as is evident from this statement: 

"This place LGreen•s Harbour? has been favoured for several 

years with the labours o:r a local agent o:r the New:roundland 

lbNfld. District ••• Spriritual Reports ••• , p.93. 
6libid., p.l97. 

The Provincial Weslayan, November 14, 1866. 
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Wesleyan School and Agency Society."62 Nany teachers were 

promoters of Methodism by their conducting services, serving 

as Sunday School teachers, and in other capacities.63 

Thomas Fox who had served as school teacher and Lay 

Agent for sixteen years, was sent in l848 to serve the 

Grand Bank circuit for which an ordained minister was not 

available. The greatest revival ever known in the circuit 

took place during his ministry; the membership increasing 

from sixty-six in 1848 to 346 in 1850. In 1857 he was 

received as a candidate for the ministry and was ordained 

in 1860. 

The Services of Laymen 

In addition to the laymen who were appointed by the 

District as local preachers or lay agents, or who served the 

church as school teachers, there were many laymen with no 

official position who contributed to the growth of Methodism . 

After Coughlan's return to England in 1773, three laymen, 

John Stretton and Arthur Thomey, merchants at Harbour Grace, 

and Thomas Pottle, a merchant's clerk at Carbonear, conducted 

services and class and prayer meetings, not only in these 

communities but also in others in Conception Bay and in 

62rbid., l"Iarch 23, 1874. Letter from Rev . Thomas 
Harris, Green's Harbour. 

63"Hr. James Haddon took charge of the Fortune school 
in 1869 and remained in the position of teacher until 1913. 
Hr . Haddon rendered through all these years very valuable 
help in connection with the choral service of the sanctuary." 
(Extract from: Nethodism in the Grand Bank and Fortune 
Circuits, 1816-1916, by C. Lench.) 
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Trinity Bay. Thomey visited Old Perlican and encouraged 

Hoskins who on Sundays was conducting worship, - reading the 

Church prayers and ~vesley' s sermons. He advised him to 

preach extemporaneously, which he bega n to do. When Hoskins 

was in England in the winter of 1778-79, a revival began at 

Old Perlican among his .flock which met "on the Sabbath and 

twice in the week for mutual edi.fication."64 They sent .for 

Thomey who went again to Old Perlican and exhorted them, and 

his presence was a blessing.65 

The sending of John McGeary to Newfoundland by 

Wesley in 1785, was in a large measure, if not solely caused 

by John Stratton's letter to a .friend in Limerick, Ireland, 

in which he pleaded, 110 write to :Mr. Wesley not to .forget us 

in this poor benighted corner; I still exercise my poor 

talents but .few come to hear me, and my present business 

prevents the excursions I used to take.n66 

Another layman who helped to maintain and to promote 

Methodism was George Vey of Port de Grave. ~Vhen William 

Black visited there in 1791 he .found a class of twenty-three 

members, whom he said had been gathered chie.fly by the e.f.forts 

of George Vey. Black .formed a society and asked Vey to become 

its leader. He accepted and became a highly acceptable local 

preacher, giving leadership .for .fifty years. At Bonavista 

which was without the services o.f a minister for .fifteen 

years after the return to England of George Smith in 1797, 

64T. W. Smith, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 73. 
~gibid., p. 73-

Ibid., p. 78. 
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leadership to Methodism was given by a young Englishman, 

Charles Saint who was converted under Smith's ministry. He 

gave leadership at Bonavista as class leader and local 

preacher for almost half a century. 

The organization of Methodism gave lay people many 

opportunities to serve their church, by their conducting of 

services on Sunday and of prayer meetings during the week, 

and by being class leaders and Sunday School officers and 

teachers. Many availed of these opportunities as is evident 

from the following statistics. 

Sunday School Officers 
Year Local Preachers Class Leaders and Teachers 

1866 22 223 315 
1870 29 267 372 
1874 59 376 498 

Laymen 

1880 345 777 
1884 585 937 

Methodism in Newfoundland during the first half of 

the nineteenth century had the support of some merchants, 

sea captains and other men of means. After 1860 there were 

several men prominent in the business and political life of 

the colony who were devoted members of the Methodist church. 

Among them were, J. J. Rogerson, c. R. Ayre, Edward White, 

John Rorke, all of whom served as members of the Executive 

The above statistics were taken from the District 
and Conference Ydnute Books for the respective years. 

Laymen included local preachers, lay readers and 
class leaders. 
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Council; and, John Steer, H. J. B. Woods, s. R. March, J. 

Bemister and J. E. P. Peters, all of whom served as members 

of the Legislature. These men on many occasions were 

delegates to the Annual Conference, and some of them were 

delegates to the General Conference. The interest of some of 

these men went beyond the particular congregation of which 

they were members, as we have seen in the case of the men 

who offered to pay the cost of a missionary to the northern 

parts of the island.67 Also, these men gave of their time and 

substance for the promotion of education. "Associated with 

these schools - the Academy and the Normal School - are some 

of the foremost laymen of Methodism. They are a generous and 

large-hearted company of men.u68 

Very prominent among these laymen was J. J. Rogerson 

(1820-1907) who served as member of the Executive Council 

and of the Legislative Assembly, and who for many years was 

regarded as the leading Methodist layman in the District and 

later Conference.69 He was an enthusiastic worker in the 

67At Little Harbour, Labrador, a chapel has been 
commenced at the expense of J. J. Rogerson. Provincial 
Wesleyan, February 19, 1862. 

C. R. Ayre, St. John's donated forty thousand 
shingles for the new church at Twillingate, - their value 
one hundred and four dollars. Provincial Wesleyan, June 23, 
1869. 

The mission premises at Blackhead were given a 
clean face through the generosity of J. J. Rogerson who 
supplied paint and oil. Provincial Wesleyan, Jan. 18, 1871. 

Stephen March, Esq., St. John's gave the beautiful 
toned bell to the church at Bonavista. Provincial Wesleyan, 
April 13 1874. 

68provincial Wesleyan, July 28, 1877. 
69"There is no need for us to refer to Mr. Rogerson's 

work in his own denomination. His praise is in all the 
churches. For many years he has been the leader of the 
Methodist body.'' The Evening Telegram, Oct. 18, 1907. An 
article written by D. W. P. 



cause of temperance and moral reform, and was largely 

responsible for the establishment in St. John's of the 

Fisherman's and Seaman's Institute, and for the formation of 

the Protestant Industrial Society and the Native Society. He 

was one of the founding trustees of George Street Church, 

where with others he founded the Ragged Sunday School for 

poor children. 

Another laymen who did not reside in Newfoundland 

but to whom Methodism owes a great debt was Joseph Lawrence 

of East Keswick, Wetherby, Yorkshire, England. At each 

annual conference from 1875 to 1884, there was passed a 

resolution, expressing thanks to him for his deep interest 

and support of the work of God in the colony. 

This Conference desires gratefully to express its great 
obligation to Joseph Lawrence, Esq., of East Keswick, 
Yorkshire, England, for the many practical proofs he has 
afforded of his interest in the spiritual prosperity of 
this Colony, and especially for his painstaking 
exertions in procuring and forwarding to this country 
so many candidates for our ministry.rO 

This layman had established an academy where he gave young 

men of limited means and education, opportunities which 

they could not otherwise have obtained. He had a special 

interest in the evangelization of Newfoundland. His zealous 

efforts to secure young men for the ministry and his special 

concern for Methodism in the island was in a large measure 

responsible for the large number who came out during these 

years.71 Laymen in positions of importance and influence 

70Newfoundland Conference Minutes, 1875, p. 23. 
71Lawrence died in 1886, and an ex-president of the 

Newfoundland Conference visiting England at the time was 
given an opportunity to take part in the service at his 
grave, where he paid a well-deserved tribute. 
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aided the growth of Methodism. 

The Acceptance and Use of Probationers 

When the Eastern British America Conference was 

formed in 1855, the Newfoundland District had thirteen 

stations served by nine ordained ministers, two unordained 

preachers and one lay agent. The Trinity station was vacant 

that year.·In 1874 at the organization of the Newfoundland 

Conference there were thirty-seven circuits, thirteen 

ordained ministers and twenty-four probationers. These young, 

unordained, unmarried men gave leadership to, and service in, 

areas for which ordained men were not available, and where 

there were no parsonages. Because they were unmarried and 

therefore had no family responsibilities they were able to 

travel more frequently over their missions, and to be away 

from their headquarters for longer periods. The first 

minister on the Greenspond circuit reported early in 1863 

that his circuit extended sixty-nine miles and that he had 

fifteen preaching places. The use of probationers and the 

constant supply of them from England enabled the District 

and later the Conference to accede to the request of 

Methodists in the new settlements in Trinity and Bonavista 

bays, and the older settlements in these bays and Notre Dame 

Bay to 1-vhich Hethodists had moved. There would not have been 

sufficient ordained men to maintain and to extend Methodism 

at a time when failure to do so would have had a weakening 

effect. During the years 1874 to 1884 thirty-seven probation

ers were received by, and served in, the Newfoundland Confer-
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ence. Most of these men spent two or three years in the 

field before they went to college and seminary and most of 

them returned to serve in Newfoundland after their ordination. 

Revivals 

One of the chief features or Methodism in Newfound-

land throughout the nineteenth century was its revivals. 

The membership and the strength of the church was governed 

largely by them. The ministers in their annual reports after 

a revival would speak of the increase in membership and the 

new interest and zeal in the church's program. "As a result 

of this heavenly visitation the church has been quickened, 

backsliders have been reclaimed, and the careless sinners 

converted to God.tt72 The minister at Harbour Grace, said 

following a revival there in 1883 when 140 persons were 

converted: "We have had a good year on this circuit •••• I 

have formed seven new classes. Our finances are largely in 

advance of that of last year, and our missionary receipts 

will exceed last year's by seventy-seven dollars."73 

Revivals were characteristic of Newfoundland Method-

ism from its very beginning. When William Black visited the 

island in 1791, the Methodists served by only one minister 

were few and discouraged. Under Black's preaching a revival 

took place during which 200 people were converted. "··· 

through the increased members and more vigourous life of the 

72provincial Wesleyan, February 15, 1871. A letter 
from G. Forsey, Blackhead. 

73Ibid., May ll, 1883. 
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membership, a guarantee for the permanence o~ the work was 

obtained, and a foundation laid on which others might 

successfully build."74 Revivals were reported from many of 

the stations prior to 1850, and therea~ter occurred through

out the whole District, and later, Conference.75 

74T. W. Smith, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 284. 
75-v.I. Wilson, op. cit., p. 152. "In the years 1778-9, 

a great revival commenced in Old Perlican, where many were 
awakened, many were brought into the favour of God, and a 
religious influence was felt through the whole population. 

"In Carbonear, the Lord poured out his spirit upon 
the people, and in the year 1829, our church received an 
increase o~ one hundred and eighty-five members. In the 
month of October, 1839, Y~. Smithies wrote the committee 
from Harbour Grace, in which letter he says: 'The good work 
of God is prospering in an astonishing manner in this bay. 
The fire of heavenly love is burning rapidly and brightly 
throughout the whole of our stations.More than five hundred 
souls have been brought out of the world into the church 
since the district meeting.•rr p. 394. 

During the ministry of Thomas Fox at Grand Bank 
(1848-51), the greatest revival ever known on the circuit 
took. place. The membership increased ~rom sixty-six in 1848 
to 346 in 1850. (D. v!. K. Johnson, op. cit., p. 337.) 

"We have had and are still having one of the most 
extensiue revivals ever known in this circuit ~lackhead7. 
More than six hundred and ~ifty souls have been added and 
more are still •seeking' 11 • Provincial Wesleyan, Hay 27, 1877. 
The membership in 1876 was 590, in !877 it was 760. 

"··· the church at Lower Island Cove under the 
pastoral care of Rev. T. H. James is being blessed with an 
extensive revival.u Provincial Wesleyan, March 4, 1881. The 
membership increased from 320 to 350 during that year. 

"We are having a_glorious visitation of the Holy 
Spirit on this circuit LWestern Ba~7. We have been holding 
special services for three weeks. We commenced on Friday, 
observing it, as we regularly do, as a feast day, with three 
services - preaching, fellowship-meeting and prayer-meeting. 
Provincial Wesleyan, April 27-, 1883. 

Newfoundland Conference Minutes, 1883, p. 40. "Some 
of our circuits, during the year, have been blessed with very 
gracious revivals o~ religion •••• Hundreds of our people 
have publicly sought, and professed to obtain, the pardoning 
mercy o~ God •••• We are enabled to report a net addition of 
93 to our membership and 351 on trial." 
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An evaluation of revivals was made at the District 

meeting held at Carbonear in 1866. 

It was felt to be a matter of deep regret, that so many, 
who profess to obtain a change of heart, in these 
glorious occasions, should so soon relapse into a state 
'worse than the first.' Revivals in this country- as 
in other countries are sometimes accompanied with in
considerable excitement and some extravagances •••• 
Happily~ however, there are many who decide to serve 
God at these times, who hold fast the beginning of 
their confidence, and prove by the~r life and death, 
that their religion is a reality.76 

The converts who remained 'faithful, abounding in the works 

of the Lord' gave the devotion, leadership and material 

support which helped to make the Methodist church, the third 

largest in the island, - a position she would not have 

reached without revivals. 

The Training of Children 

The Methodists placed great emphasis upon the educa

tion and the Christian nurture of children, in Newfoundland 

as well as elsewhere. Coughlan established a school at 

Harbour Grace and appointed a master. James Bulpitt, minister 

at Carbonear, wrote in 1805, nMy wife has been in the habit 

of teaching from twenty to thirty children to read, write, 

and work, for near seven years past.n77 Ellis and HcDowell 

formed at Carbonear in 1 811, "A little society of children 

for the purpose of catechising them.u78 John Walsh, minister 

at Blackhead in 1819 said: 11 The destitute state of the child-

in the 

76provincial Wesleyan, July 4,' 1866. Letter from J. w. 
77A letter to the Rev. Dr. Coke, London. On microfilm 

Newfoundland Provincial Archives. 
7~Methodist Magazine, 1811, p. 627. 
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ren o:f our congregations, ••• induced Nrs. Walsh and myself 

during a part o:f the summer to spend two hours on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays, in teaching them to read and write • 

••• We had about sixty children .from five to ten years old."79 

He appealed to the Wesleyan Missionary Society to establish 

a mission school, and by 1827 three schools were in operat

ion, at Blackhead, Bay Roberts and Portugal Cove. 

As there were few schools throughout the island 

before 1840, many children were taught to read and to spell 

in the Sunday schools which i:f at all possible were establish-

ed in every settlement visited by the missionaries. For many 

children who grew up in Newfoundland during the :first half 

o:f the last century, these schools provided the only opport

unity they had to learn. "There are many who though they 

have no other school among them, are able to read with 

considerable facility the Holy Scriptures.n80 The importance 

which the missionaries placed upon the Sunday Schools to 

teach children to read and write as well as to give them 

knowledge o:f the Scriptures, is proved by the :fact that they 

established schools in many communities.8l 

One o:f the values o:f the Sunday School was expressed 

by the minister at Brigus who in 1836 in his report on the 

79Hethodist Magazine, 1820, p. 237. 
80Wesleyan Missionary Society Reports, 1827, Vol. IV, 

p. 105. From a report o:f the Bonavista minister regarding 
Bird Island Cove. 

blTrinity, 1821, 84 pupils; St. John's, 1821, 276; 
Carbonear, 1827, 120; Brigus, 1835, 146; Bonavista 1837, 91. 
By 1837 a day school had been established at Bonavista by 
the Newfoundland School Society. 
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school at Cupids said: nout of' this Sunday school the society 

has been blessed with some of' its most active members.n82 

At Bonavista in 1875, during a revival nearly one hundred 

children of 'the Sunday school were converted.83 Thus we can 

see that the Sunday schools were the nurseries of' future 

church members and leaders, and without them Methodism 

would not have grown so rapidly. 

The following tables are of interest. 

(A) Methodist Sunday School Enrollment for selected years 
1866-1884 

Officers and 
Year Sunday Schools Teachers Scholars Volumes 

1866 48 315 2,650 475 
1870 53 ~72 3,286 1,209 
1874 71 98 4,751 2,026 
1876 105 730 5,731 1,756 
1880 110 777 6,430 

~'~~' 1884 122 937 8,309 ' 
(B) A Comparison of' Sunday School & Day School Enrollments 

Year 

1870 
1876 
1884 

Hethodists84 

28,990 
35,702 
48,767 

Sunday School 
Enrollment 

3,286 
5,731 
8,309 

Meth. Day School 
Enrollment 

740 
3,501 
5,820 

No. Neth. 
Schools 

12 
71 

lOl 

These statistics show that in 1884 there were more Sunday 

schools than day schools, and more children attending the 

former than the latter. 

82District Minute Book, Vol. I, p. 261. 
83Newfoundland Conference ltinutes, 1875, p. 25. 
84These figures taken from the 1869, 1874, and 1884 

census respectively. 
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(C) A Comparison of Church o£ Engla~d and Methodist 
positions in 1883 5 

Church of England 
Methodist 

Population 
(1884) 

69,000 
48,767 

Officers and 
Teachers 

791 
932 

Psychological and Soc~ological Reasons 

Scholars 

lO, 583 
7,772 

Macvey in his sociological study of Methodism, says 
that Hethodism: 

Gave contentment amid inexorable conditions, and her 
fundamental conceptions were thus singularly adapted 
to the needs of men, particularly in a new cggntry, 
wh&re privations were many and resources few. 

Newfoundland during the greater part of the period under 

review, was for the most of the inhabitants such a country. 

Often in their annual reponts, the ministers spoke of the 

poverty of the people. 

There was a bad fishery and fa~lure of the potato crop. 
Thus most of the people were left destitute of the 
articles of life on which most of them expected to sub
sist during the winter •••• Fositive starvation would 
have been the consequence-s had not the Governor at the 
insistence of: the Ron.- Chief Jus·tice Tucker agreed to 
send 800 bags of bread and a considerable quantity of 
Indian meal, and this timely supply preven:ted death 
£rom making its deadly mark through the community at 
present.'d7 

The following extracts from the speechas from the throne 

reveal the severe econo~c conditions. 

I learn with deep regret that ••• the condition of a very 

85church o:f England statistics are taken from a 
report in ~he Evening Mercury, April 4,1884; Methodist 
statist~gs taken from The Nfld . Conference Minutes, l883,p.25. 

8 
Macvey, op. cit., p. 56. 

7District Minute Book, Vol.l., p.l6l. 
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considerable proport~on o~ our populat~on ~s such, 
to render it ~mposs~ble to avoid extending to them 
large amoQnt of eleemosynary as ~6ll as other aid 

the chaJrg.~ .- o~ the publ~c revenue. 

as 
a 

at 

There was an almost total f.a~lure of the seal fishery 
last spr~ng. Also, part~al but extensive fa~lure of

8
the 

cod ~ishery, particularly on the coast of Labrador. 9 

Dur~ng many o~ the years 1857 to 1869 there was 

e~onomic depress~on caused by the failure a~ the cod and 

seal fisheries and of the potato crop. The population in

creased by ~ourteen per cent ; in those years, whereas the 

Methodists incraased by forty-three per cent. The number 

of Methodist circuits and missions increased ~rom ~ourteen 

to twenty-one. The.se increases reveal that Methodism could 

succeed among a people many of '\Alhom not only had few rasources, 

but were experiencing poverty. 

~ot only the privations caused by economic conditions, 

but also the type of community in which the people lived was 

conducive to the growth o~ Methodism. In 1884, ~n Conception 

Bay, In Bonavista Bay and ~n Tr~nity Bay, sixty per cant of 

the settlements in which Methodists lived had a po~ulat~on 

of less than 300; less than 200; and less than 100, respect

ively. Furthermore, most of the aettlements were_ isolated 

from one another, with the only means of travel be~ng by 

sea. By l883, only forty~f~ve miles of ra~lroad had been 

bu~lt. Als_o, the:re were no telegraphic comrrmnicat~ons between 

St. John's and most of the outports until late ~n the nine

teenth century. The telegraph l~ne to the Lower Island Cove-

~gJournal of the House o£ Assembly, 1885, p.8 
Ibid., 1863, p.B. 
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Old Perlican area was not built until 1884, and one year 

later, the lines to Greenspond, Twillingate and Burin were 

under construction. Mail delivery to most areas was less 

often than weekly, and it was not until late in the eight

een and sixties that steam boat service was established be

tween St. John 1 s and some of the nearer outports. Ten years 

later the northern parts of the island were petitioning the 

government for such a service.90 

Not only the isoslation of the settlements but also 

the onen&ss of interest which prevailed because of the lack 

of educational and cultural opportunitie-s and :facilities, as 

well as by the engagement of the people almost solely in one 

occupation, created the sensa of community so essential to 

revivals. Lieutenant-Colonel R .. B .. Hc.area who s.erved in st. 

John's with the Royal Artillery irr the seventh decade of the 

century says that in the town there was: ·~To Athenaeum, no 

rink, no library, no to\m hall or mus.eum, no green houses, 

conservatories or parks. Nothing absolutely nothing to .be 

se.en but the bare , cold unaffecting necessities o.:r life. rt9fl._ 

Although there were societies such as the Athenaeum :formed 

in l86l, by the incorporation o:f the the three societies, 

the Mechanics Institute, the St. John's Library and Reading 

Room, and the Young Men's Lite~ary Institute, into the one. 

institution, and the Newfoundland British Sociexy formed in 

1837, yet the membership of the :former was only 320 in 1880, 

90In 1879 the people of the north side on Bonavista 
Bay petitioned for steamer communications. 

9lR.B.HcCrea, Lost Amid the Fogs(London: Sampson 
Low, Son and Marston, 18690, p.lOl. 
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and of the lattex, 474 in 1884; altogether less than 800 in 

a town which had a population of approximately 30,000. In 

the outports there were no organizations to provide oppor

tunities for social fellowship until the formation of lodges 

of the Orange Order, which began in l869. 

The most effective force irr the creation of the sense 

of comLqunity was the employment of almost all of the people 

in the fisheries, especially the cod fishery. As late as 1922 

a visitor to the island wrote: Cod is the life of the island • 

• • • Net-v:foundland live-s and moves and has its being in cod •••• 

Its manne_rs, customs, lore, traditions, laws, language all 

revolve about cod. u92 1vhile the:re were other industrie-s such 

as mining,93 agriculture,94 and a small amount o:f manufactur

ing in St. John's,95 yet the number of persons employed 

in these industries was few compared with those employed in 

92The Saturday Evening Fast, October 28, 1922, p.6. 
~rticle on- Newfoundland by G.A. England. 

93In 1868, 500 people were employed at copper mining 
at Tilt Cove. The valua of the coppex and lead exported in 
1880 was $ 555,000. Source of information: Journals of the 
House of 4ssembl~ for those years. 

9 In 186 the government appointed a select committee 
to consider the b&st method :for extending the cultivation of 
the soil o:f the country. Journal of the House of Assembly, 
1864, p.lO. In l873 it was reported that agriculture was 
increasing rapidly, and in 1880 there was an increased ef:fort 
in agriculture. JournalFo:f the House of Assembly :for each 
of those years. In 1891 thare we r e 1, 545 farme·rs as compared 
with 53,502 :fishermen. 

95rn 1877 the manufacturing industries of st. John's 
wereh boots and shoes, cod-liver oil, nail and iron castings. 
In 1~91, only 1,209 persons were employed in :factories and 
mills, including saw-mills. Later :ract froJ¥ Prowse, 6-p~ ,__, cit., 
p.703. 
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the cai;ching, curing, buying and selling o.f cod and other 

fish. In the outports, and at St. John's to a large measure, 

life revolved around the fisheries. ~.B. Pratt says that 

.for a successful revival: 

The community and the religious gatherings of the com
munity must be transformed from mere collections of 
individuals into psychological crowds, the condition 
of likemindedness must be induced.96 

The isolation of the settlements, and their small populat

ions, in most of them a sole industry - the .fisheries, and 

the lack of diversification of interests helped produce the 

likemindedness required. While proof cannot be produced here, 

yet it is reasonable to assert, that just as the .frontier con

ditions in America produceded, at least in part, the environ

ment and atmosphere conducive for revivals there, so the 

aconomic and industrial conditions and oneness of interests 

aided the frequency and success of revival~in Newfoundland. 

Methodist Doctrines, Preach~ng and Worship 

Psychological influences and sociological conditions, 

the migration of Methodists, the use of probationers and 

laity, its organization and all the other factors we have 

considered, were not the whole cause of' the growth of' ¥@-thad-
in 

ism in the island. "It is
1 

the -doctrines which particularly 

characterize the movement that the genius of' l1ethodism most 

fully revealed itself'. rr97 vli thout these doctrines and the 

96J.B. Pratt, The Religious Consciousness(:trew York: 
The Hac1'4illan Company, 1944), p. 174. 

97Macvey, np. cit., p.l5. 
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preaching of them, the movement would not have grown. 

In chapt~T one, we dealt briefly with the three 

Eloctrines s_tressed by Wesley. The=-se doctrines which embody 

the evangelical version o~ Christianity have been summarized 

thus:-

A divine re.demptian; a realize.d pardon; a restored re
lationship to God through faith; the entrance of super
natural forces into the life by the grace of the divine 
spirit; the present and perfect attainment of God's ideal 
in the character.- And all this made intelligible and 
credible by the redeeming work and officas of Jesus Christ, 

- and by the saving energies of the Holy Spirit in the 
human soul. 9 <:5 

These were the doctrines which both ordained and lay preach

&~s proclaimed, and their effect was truly miraculous. 

One of these doctrines, - Christian Perfection or 

Entire Sanctification - has been called'th& significant 

Me-thodist doctrine'. 99 This doctrine does. not stand a~one 

but is closely associated with and follows upon the doctrine 

o£ the Universality of the Atonement. rtThe. first truth o:r 

the Gospel ••• is God's offer of free forgiveness to sinful 

men and women.ulOO However, God offers not only f'orgiving 

grace- but also enabling grace. God's redemptive act:L.on in 

Christ is for a high and worthy purpose. Its goal is nto 

pre--sent every man perfect in Christ Je:sus. nlOl Methodists 

not only heard this doctrine preached; they sang it also. 

This doctrine is gxpressed in these lines of Methodist hymns. 

Scatter Thy life in e~ery part 
And sanctify the whole~OZ 

98Fitchatt, op.- cit., p.276 
99Baker, ap. cit., p.27. 

lOOibid., p.28. 
ll0021Coloas~ans 1:28. 

Methodist Hymn and Tune Book, Hymn No.- 564. 
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We shall gain- our calling's prize-, 
After God we all shall rise, 
Filled with joy and love and peace, 
Perfected in holiness.l03 

Finish then they new creation14 Pure and spotless let us be.lu 

In reply to the question, Why did this particular doctrine 

appeal to men and women?, a satisfying answer has been given 

by Macvey • 

••• it produced a vision which satisified the human heart 
and fulfilled the promises of the Scriptures •••• Such 
preaching created aspirations in the hearts of men; here 
was something worthy of all endeavour and all cost; be
fore this glory all other considerations paled.l05 

This holiness of life or Christian perfection is characterized 

by perfect love, which is more than love to God; in fact, it 

does not exist, it cannot be experienced, unless it is love 

to God and love to man. "He that loveth not his brother whom 

he hath seen, cannot love God whom he hath not seen.~0~esley 
declared that there is no holiness but social holiness. 

In the hour of worship, especially during revivals, 

through the preaching of these doctrines and the repeating 

of them in the singing of hymns, which have been called the 

sung creeds of the Methodists, there was aroused in men and 

a aense of sin, the need of forgiveness, purer emotions, 

higher aspirations, and the incentive to be 'pure in heart•.l07 

~~ny of the worshippers yielded so fully to the Divine will 

lO~Ibid., Hymn No. 5q~. 
10 Ibid., Hymn No. 5~. 
l05Nacvey, op. cit., p. 17. 
1061 John 4:20. 
l07~ratt, op. cit., p.l94. 
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that they experienced conversion, which is, "an awakening 

that endows the spirit with new courage, with new hope, with 

new strength, with new assuranca o~ ultimate victory, and 

with new joy.rrl08 This experience is possible because there 

is a native capacity ~or it in the human spirit. In this ex

perience men and women became aware o~, and are possessed by, 

a spirit that makes ~or righteousness.l09 

Me~hodism grew in, and made its impact upon New~nund

land because o~ the convexsions o~ thousaads o£ men and women, 

which resulted ~rom the preaching and the singing o~ Christian 

doctrines which were peculiar to it. The:se_ doctrines aroused 

in men and women an awareness o~ their spiritual nature and 

s~iritual possibilities, and these 'converts• whu received 
r 

spiritual nuture in the var~aus organizations ~or worship, 

whare the leadershi~ was given by ordained minister, probation

er, and layman, were characterized by a zeal to promote the 

religious movement which has been called 'the evangelical 

reading o~ Christianity•.llO 

(New 
~A.C. Knudson, The ~rinciples o~ Christian 

York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press , 1943), p.ll7. 
l09Ibid., p.l05. -
llOFitchett, op .. cit., p.282. 

Ethics 



Chapter Seven 

An Assessment of Methodism in Newfoundland 

The results of Methodism in Newfoundland were 

similar in some respec~s to those of other churches but in 

other respects were different. It made a social impact 

through its educational program, in moral issues especially 

in Sabbath observance and temperance, and as a social in

stitution within the community.l Through its preaching on 

sin and the terrors of the judgment it produced in some of 

its followers a fear of the fate of sinners, while at the 

same time through its preaching on the Atonement - Christ 

so loved you that He died for you - it gave to its hearers 

a sense of worth and a dignity, and a goal in the striving 

for which, they developed moral and spiritual qualities, 

which made them law-abiding, honest citizens, devoted to 

their church and the Christain training of their children, 

and exemplifying many of the fruits of the Spirit.2 

While other churches sought to promote education as 

did the Methodist, yet many children especially during the 

first four decades of the last century would have had no 

opportunities to learn to read and write without the Sabbath 

lH. A. Batstone in his thesis, "Methodism in New
foundland: A Study of Its Social Impact", says that these 
were the three main areas. 

2Galatians 5:22, 23. nBut the :fruit o:f the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance." ,.. 

l7l 
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schools, and the schools operated by ministers and their 

wives, and the schools operated with financial assistance 

from the Wesleyan Missionary Society. When denominational 

education was established in 1874, the Methodists appointed .. 
one of its ablest min.isters to the office of superintendent, 

aad began a program to build and operate schools which was 

second to none. 

Table showing number of schools operating in 
Newfoundland and their enrollment in 18813 

No. of schools 

No. o:f pupils 

Total 

416 

24,292 

c. or E. 

157 

9,163 

R.C. 

158 

9,014 

Meth. 

99 

5,284 

The number o:f schools operated by the Methodists in that 

year was twenty-four per cent of the total, which was the 

percentage of Methodists in the total population.4 In 1884 

the number of pupils in the 101 schools was 5,280. The im

portant fact is that the Methodists operated many schools 

in areas not served by any other church. Without the leader

ship provided by the church, schools would not have been 

established in those areas until much later. Information as 

to her role in higher education was given in Chapter Four. 

The early missionaries to Newfoundland were greatly 

distressed by the non-observance of the Sabbath. The Method

ist minister stationed at St. John's in 1824, said: 

3statistics taken from Hatton and Harvey, Op. cit., 
p. 461. 

4Based on the 1874 and 1884 census. 
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It is no rare occasion £or vessels to be discharging or 
taking on cargo; hundreds o~ men employed in curing fish; 
stores open, and dealers receiving their su£plies on the 
Lord's Day in the chie~ port o~ the Island.' 

In an account of his visit to Greenspond in 1826, the Rev. 

John Corlett stated: 

I ~ound ••• that the merchant's stores were all open. I 
saw some purchasing shoes, others fishing materials, 
provisions, &c. In a word I ~ound that Sunday was what 
may be emphatically called market day in Green's Pond. 
The people, however, are not so abandoned as with one 
consent to prosecute the ~ishery on the Sabbath Day, 
although there are individuals who fit out their boats 
on Sunday in order to be ready for Monday. I was in
~ormed by the most respectable inhabitants residing in 
Green's Pond that during the winter season it is very 
common and almost a general tging to go shooting birds 
and seals on the Sabbath day. 

The result of Methodism on Sabbath observance - aided by 

the teaching of the other churches - was that the Sabbath 

came to be recognized as a holy day, and no work other than 

what was absolutely essential was to be done. Fishing boats 

remained at anchor, fishing vessels enroute to fishing 

grounds or their home ports harboured on Saturday evening 

and would not sail on the Sabbath, the tools o~ daily 

labour were left unused, and sport or recreation of any 

kind was forbidden. In many Methodist homes meals for the 

Sabbath were prepared on Saturday, and if possible the 

dishes and cooking utensils used were not washed until 

5Microfilm of the Wesleyan l~ssionary Society 
Correspondence. A letter from the Rev. Thomas Hickson, 
January 9, 1824. · 

6c. Lench, The Story of Methodism in Bonavista 
and the Settlements Visited by the Early Missionaries, St. 
John's: Robinson and Company, 1918), p. 163 
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Monday morning.? The Sabbath was what God meant it to be, a 

day o~ rest and worship. The Methodist preachers succeeded 

in a large measure in having the Sabbath become for their 

people what they wanted it to be, and as expressed in the 

Pastoral Address o~ 1880. 

We wish to call your serious and prayerful attention to 
the sanctity o~ the Sabbath, which is perpetual in its 
obligation, and we trust that it will not only be re
garded as a day of cessation ~rom all secular duties, 
but as a d~y dedicated to God and the service o£ his 
sanctuary. 

The teaching and preaching o~ the Methodist church 

emphasized strongly that the drinking o~ intoxicating liquors 

and drunkenness were sins. This together with her other 

efforts to promote total abstinence was ef~ective in pre

venting their use by her members, and helped to decrease 

the amount consumed in the island. While statistics are not 

available to show the comparison of amounts used in com

munities where Methodists were either in a majority or 

minority, the fact that in 1948 when twenty-nine to\m.s had 

licences to sell beers and liquors; in all but onelO the 

7This was not true of all Methodists but captains 
and parents who were converted, and others also, observed 
the Sabbath in this manner. The Rev. John Brewster, St. 
John's, stated in a letter in 1847 that nMr. John Woods, a 
member of our society and leader of a class, fitted out a 
vessel this Spring, and engaged an intelligent and respect
able captain. They made an agreement that no seals were to 
be taken on Sunday. It was signed by all." The Methodist 
Magazine, 1848, p. 933. See also, William Wilson, Op. cit., 
pp. 218-221 on Sabbath observance. 

8Newfoundland Conference Minutes, 1880, p. 25. 
9In~ormation supplied by the Newfoundland Board of 

Liquor Control. 
lOBotwood. Among the larger towns which did not have 

licences were the following strongholds o~ Methodism: Grand 
Bank, Fortune, Burin, Carbonear, Blackhead, Old Perlican, 
Bonavista, Twillingate, Wesleyville, Musgrave Harbour and 
others. 
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Method~sts (now United Church of Canada) were in a 

minority, proves that the teach~ng and preaching were 

effective. 

The Method~st church as a soc~al institut~on 

provided opportunities :for people to exper~ence the :fellow

sh~p o:f assemblage, - :for many people the only opportun~ties. 

In most cases ~t was the worship services, the class meet~ng, 

the Sabbath school, and the prayer service held on a weekday; 

occas~onally the church held a Tea, Supper, and a program o:f 

music, singing and rec~tat~ons. Children looked forward 

eagerly to the annual Sabbath School picnic, the Children's 

Sabbath or Sabbath School Anniversary serv~ces, when in the 

presence o:f the congregation they repeated Scr~pture passages 

and sang hymns they had learned.ll In many o:f the homes where 

there was an organ, adults and young people gathered, most 

often at the close o:f the Sabbath services to s~ng hymns, 

usually on the :fate of the s~nner, the Chr~st~an exper~ence, 

and the glories o:f heaven. In Methodist communit~es these 

were the only social gather~ngs, as public card parties and 

dances were not held, and in commun~t~es where they were 

held, many Method~sts regarding these :functions as s~nful, 

d~d not attend. Also, when a d~saster ~nvolv~ng loss o:f 

llAt Blackhead ~n 1829, eight ch~ldren repeated a 
chapter :from the gospels; one g~rl repeated :forty verses o:f 
Psalm 119, and could have continued. Newfoundland D~str~ct 
M~nute Book Vol. I, p. 14. At Gower Street church, St. 
John's in lB78 at the Sabbath School Ann~versary Service 
held on the afternoon o:f November 23rd. nearly 600 ch~ldren 
were present. The Provincial Wesleyan, April 5, 1879. 
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property or life or both, occurred, usually it was the 

minister who gave leadership to try to alleviate the dis

tress. In Newfoundland in the nineteenth century, in most 

communities the church - not only the Methodist - was the 

only institution to provide social opportunities.l2 

Methodism made a valuable contribution to the 

Christian training of children through the Sabbath school, 

and also through the home. As indicated earlier, the goal 

of the former was not only to impart Biblical knowledge, 

but also to lead children to a conversion experience. Many 

of them having such an experience became devoted members of 

their church. Parents with such an experience endeavoured 

to make their homes centres of Christian influence and 

training, by example and family worship. 

One of the historians of Methodism said, that its 

discipline was effective in helping restore the 'priesthood 

of' the people.' 

Methodism has practically restored the primitive 'priest
hood of the people', not only by the example of its lay 
ministry twice as numerous as its regular ministry, but 
by its exhorters, class-leaders, prayer leaders, and the 
religious activity to vlhich it has trained its laity 
generally • .L3 

The involvement of so many of the laity in positions of 

leadership helped greatly to strengthen Methodism, as it 

gave them opportunity for active participation, and also a 

sense of being important. 

l2rn a few communities there were fraternal orders. 
l3Abel Stevens. Quoted by Daniel Dorchester The 

Way o~ Methodism (New York: Phillips and Hunt, 1887~,-p: 38. 
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While the success of Methodism in Newroundland as 

elsewhere was due in part to its organization, it was 

caused primarily by its preaching. ttThe great reason, how

ever, :for the success of Methodism lay in the freshness of 

its message.nl4 One at: the basic tenets of' its message was 

redemption through repentance. The President of the Eastern 

British America Conference, preaching at an ordination ser

vice in 1872 said: 

Preach not a mere system of' ethics, beware of eclipsing 
God's word by a mere f'rothy man pleasing exposition, 
indulging in idle verbiage whether in prose or verse. 
Let Christ be the Alpha and Omega of' all your preaching 
even as he was in that of' the apostles, - Christ in all 
his revealed attributes and redeeming work; Christ 
through whom we receive the promised Spirit needf'ul f'or 
repentance, conversion and entire sanctification of the 
soul.l5 

The result of this kind of' preaching was, as we have seen, 

the conversion of' thousands of' men and women and boys and 

girls. Conversion has been defined as: 

••• the convicting men of their sinfulness, the per
suading them to its abandonment, the guiding them to 
the Cross to obtain justification through :faith in a 
crucified Redeemer, the leading them to renewal by 
the grace of the Spirit, to consecration to the divine 
service, to the maintenance of good works, to growth 
in knowledge and grace, to

6
the aiming at entire sancti

fication or perfect 1ove.l 

Jvlethodist ministers preaching conversion led many people to 

see themselves as sinners, to plead t:or forgiveness, to be 

convinced that they were forgiven·, to strive after perfect

ion and to be devoted to their church. 

14Maldwyn Edwards, Op. cit., p. 141. 
l~Provincial Weslezan, August 28, 1872. 
1 R. Green, Op. cit., p. 36. 
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To assess the contribution of any church to any 

commanity is difficult. In Newfoundland the Methodist Church 

did not carry on her ministry in isolation from all the 

other churches; all were engaged in, and contributed to 

the 'Christianizing' of the island. Towards the attainment 

of that goal, Methodism made its contribution through its 

preaching with its common and distinctive emphases, its 

discipline, its devoted workers both clerical and lay, and 

its members. When the condition of' 'spiritual destitution' 

existed in the island, Methodism supplied ministers and 

continued to do so, rendering a ministry to many thousands 

who could not be served by other churches, for reasons 

stated earlier. By 1884 the whole island was being served 

well by the churches and spiritual destitution no longer 

existed. In the creation of' the new condition Methodism 

played a large part, as the table below helps to show. 

Herein lies its great value to Newf'oundland. 

Year 

1836 

1857 

1874 

1884 

Table Showing Population and Methodist 
and Clerical Statisticsl7 

Total Total No. 
Population Methodists of' Clergy 

75,084 c.9,500 4l 

124,288 20,229 77 

161,374 35,702 120 

197,589 48,767 185 

Methodist 
l1inisters 

10 

16 

37 

56 

1 7statistics taken from Census and Methodist records. 
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Methodism in New£oundland deserves this tribute 

paid to it in 1883. 

Wesleyan Methodism presents an honourable record in 
New£oundland, and has been characterized by zeal, 
activity and use£ulness.l~ 

The extent, nature and results o£ that zeal, activity and 

usefulness we have tried to reveal in this study. 

l8Hatton and Harvey, Op. cit., p. 469. 
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Appendix A 

Anno V~cesmio Primo 
VICTORIAE REGINAE 

CAP. XIX 

AN ACT relating to the Wesleyan Methodists in this Colony, 
and for Incorporating a Conference of their Body. 

(Passed lOth May 1858.) 

Whereas a large number of Persons in the Colony of New
foundland are associated together in Classes, Societies 
and Congregations, constituting a Religious Community 
un~er the Pastoral care of Ministernof God's Word, who 
were heretofore in connexion with the Yearly Conference of 
the People called Methodists in England. And Whereas, by 
the authority of the said Conference, the Wesleyan 
MetLodist Members in the Provinces of Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Bermuda and this Colony 
of Newfoundland have been organized and constituted a 
Conference, calle& by the name and style of 11The Conference 
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church or Connexion in Eastern 
British America," which Conference is to have the 
Ecclesiastical control and oversight of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Churches, Societies and Congregations, in the 
said respective ProvinceSf, according to the rules and 
usages of the Methodist Body. And Whereas it is desirable 
that the said Conferencec_" should be known and~ recognised by 
law in this Colony, and have and enjoy a Corporate 
character and capacity. 

I. Be it therefore Enacted by the Governor, Legislative 
Council and Assembly, that the said Conference so 
organized, and the Wesleyan Methodist Ministers who shall 
from time to time compose the same, and their successors 
in office, shall be a body corporate within this Colony, 
having perpetual succession by the name of "The Conference 
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church or Connexion in Eastern 
British America," and shall be known and recognised by law 
by such name. 

II. The said Conference shall be capable of taking, 
holding and poss.essing lands, tenements, monies and 
property, within this Colony, for the use and benefit of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Church Societies under its control 
or in connexion therewith, or of any portion thereof', or 
for the establishment of any funds or institutions which 
are now or may be hereafter required for the purposes of 
the said Conference, or of any of the Churches, Societies 
or Bodies under their care or in connexion therevTi th; and 
shall h a ve authority, from time to time, to make laws and 
regulations for the due management of the said Gonference 
and of such funds and institutions not at variance with 
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2lst Victoria, Cap. l9. 

the laws of this Colony, and of suing and being sued in 
any of Her Najesty•s Courts o.f Law or Equity, and shall 
have and exercise all the rights, powers and privileges 
incident to a body corpora te, according to the laws of 
this Colony, anything in t .he Statute a:r Hortmain or any 
other Acts or Statutes to the contrary notwithstanding. 

III. Any appointment made, or other act done, or order, 
judgment, or resolution, o.f the said Conference, passed 
or determined at any meeting held at any place in either 
o.f the Provinces o.f Nova Scotial New Brunswick, Prince 
Edward Island, or Bermuda, shal be as binding and 
obligatory in this Colony as if done or passed within this 
Colony, when certified under the hand of the President and 
Secretary of the Conference or any persons acting in their 
stead. 

IV. A copy o.f any such minutes o.f appointment, act done, 
order, judgment or resolution, cert~.fied and signed by the 
President or Acting Presidentl Secretary or Acting 
Secretary, verified by an affJ.davit of' a credible person 
that it was signed in his presence, or that being 
acquainted with the hand-writing o.f such President and 
Secretary, he verily believes the signature to be their 
proper hand-writing respectively, and also that the persons 
signing are the President and Secretary respectively, or 
were acting as. such, shall be evidence_:· o:f such appointment, 
act, order, judgment, or resolution o.f the Conference, in 
any ~roceeding whatever, and in any Court in this Colony. 

v. Affidavits may be Sworn before a Commissioner o.f the 
Supreme Court or a Justice o.f the Peace • 

. 
---------·---------
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38th Victoria, Cap. 21. 

CAP. XXI. 

An Act relating to the Wesleyan Methodists o~ this Colony 
~or Incorporating Co~erences o~ their Body in this Colony 
and to make ~revision with regard to certain Trusts 
connected therewith. 

(Passed 17th April 1875) 

WHEREA$ an Act was passed in the Twenty-~irst year o~ Her 
Majesty's Reign, Chapter 19, entitled nAn Act relating to 
the Wesleyan Methodists in this Colony, and for 
Incorporating a Confer.ence o~ their Body," by which "the 
Con~erence o~ the Wesleyan Church or Connection in Eastern 
British America," under the jurisdiction and discipline 
of which the Wesleyan Methodist Community in this Colony 
was placed~ was organized into and constituted as a 
Corporate Body in this Colony; and Whereas the said 
11Con£erence of the Wesleyan Church or Connection in 
Eastern British .America", has ceased to exist, being 
merged into a Body or a Corporation cal.l-ed "the General 
Conference of: the Methodist Church o~ Canada,u and whereas 
under the authority o~ the said naeneral Conference of: the 
Methodist Church of Canada," the Wesleyan Hethodist 
Community in this Colony was organized into and constitut
ed as "the Newfoundland Conference of the Me.thodist Church 
of Canada," and v1hereas it iS3 desirable to Incorporate the 
said "General Conference of the Methodist Church o~ Canadau 
and also the said rrNewfoundland Con~erence of the Methodist 
Church of Canada, 11 and whereas certain Jlroperty in this 
Island is held under trusts ~or the use and benefit o~ the 
Wesleyan Methodist Community in this Island, in t he 
respective Districts where the said property is situate, 
and it is desirable that there should be a uniformity with 
regard to the said trusts; and whereas other changes, in 
re~erence to the said trusts and in re~erence to the 
number o~ Trustees to be appointed under said trusts, are 
requis.ite and necessary. 

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Legislative 
Council and Assembly, in Legislative Session convened,as 
:follows:-

I.- The Act passed in the Twenty-first year of Her 
Majesty's Reign, Chapter 19, is hereby repealed. 

II.- From and after the passing o~ this Act, the 
Association or Body of Peraons organized, in the Dominion 
of: Canada, and known as 11The General Conference of the 
Methodist Church of Canadan, and their successors, shall 
be organized into and constituted as a Body Corporate 
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within this Colony, having perpetual succession, and 
being known and recognized by law by the said name. 

III.- The said "General Conference/of the Methodist 
Church o:f Can.':ldatt shall be capable of taking, holding 
and possess.:Lng lands, tenements, moneys and property, 
within this Colony, :for the use and benefit o:f the 
Wesleyan Hethodist Church Societies under its control or 
in connection therevri th, or o:f any portion thereof, or 
:for the establishment o:f any runds,or institutions, which 
are now or may be henea:fter required :for the purposes o:f 
the said Conference, or o:f any o:f the Churches, Societies, 
or Bodies under their care or in connection therewith, 
and shall be capable o:f being cestui que trust :for such 
lands, tenements, moneys, property, :funds or institutions, 
and shall have authority, :from time to time, to make 
laws and regulations :for the due management o:f the said 
Conference and o:f such funds and institutions, not at 
variance with the laws o:f the Colony, and o:f suing, and 
be±ng sued, in any o:f Her Majesty's Courts o:f Law or 
Equity, and shal~ have. and exercise all the rights, powers 
and privileges incident to a Body Corporate, according to 
the laws o:f this Colony, anything in any Statutes to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

IV.- Any appointment made, or other act done, or order, 
judgment or resolution o:f the said uGeneral Conference o:f 
the Methodist Church o:f Canada," passed or determined at 
any mee±ing o:f the said Con:ference held at any place in 
the Dominion of Canada, Shall be as binding and obligat
ory in this Colony as i:f done or passed within this 
Colony, when certified by the common Seal o:f the said 
Corporation, and under the hand o:f the President and 
Secretary o:f the Conference, or any persons acting in 
their stead. 

V.- A copy o:f any such minutes o:f appointment, act 
done, order, judgment or resolution of the said "General 
Conference o:f the Methodist Church o:f Canada," certified 
and signed by the President or Acting President, and 
Secretary or Acting Secretary o:f the said Conference, 
and attested by the common Seal o:f the said Corporation, 
when duly verified by a notarial certificate, certifying 
the signatures o:f the parties signing the same and their 
official capacities, shall be evidence o:f such appoint
ment, act, order, judgment or resolution o:f the said 
Conference, in any proceeding whatever in any Court in 
this Colony. 
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VI.- I t shall be the duty o£ the President or other 
O:ff'icer of the said "General Conference of' the Methodist 
Church of' Canada," to cause to be filed in the of':fice 
of the Colonial Secretary of' this Colony, within six 
monthffi from the passing of this Act, certified under the 
Seal of the said Corporation, a copy of the Constitution, 
Bye-Laws, or other Regulations made by the said 
Corporation or Conference f'or i ts guidance or governance, 
and also a list of' the Off'ice-bearers thereof'; and from 
time to time to forward to the said Of':fice, certified 
as aforesaid, such alterations or additions to said 
Constitution or Bye-Laws, and such changes in the Office
bearers, as the said Corporation or Conf'erence may 
decide upon, which alterations and changes shall be 
notified, as aforesaid, within three months f'rom the 
time when they shall have , taken place. 

VII,- From and af'ter the passing o£ this Act, the 
Association or Body of' P e r sons organized and known in 
this Colony as uThe Newfoundland Conf'erenca of the 
MetLodist Church of' Canada,n and t heir Successors, shall 
be organized into and constituted as a Body Corporate, 
within this Colony, having perpetual succession, and being 
known and recognized by Law by the said name, and shall 
have fUll power to hoid lands and property in this Colony, 
either as having the legal estate therein, (or as cestui 
que trust) :for the use of said Wesleyan Methodist 
Community or anY portion thereo£, and shall have power to 
do such other acts as pertain to a Corporation, and shall 
have a common Seal, with power to break and alter the same. 

VIII,- It shall be the duty of' the President or other 
Off'icer of the said "Newfoundland Conference_ o£ the 
Me thodist Church of' Canada 11 to cause to be filed in the 
Off'ice o£ the Colonial Secretary of this Colony, within 
six months from the passing of' this Act, certified under 
the Seal of' the said "Newfoundla nd Conference of' the 
Methodis:t Church of' Canada," a copy of' the Constitution, 
Bye-Laws or other Reguiations by which it is governed, or 
made by the said Conference :for its guidance or 
gov&xnance, and also a list o£ the O:ff'ice-bearers thereof', 
and £rom time to time to forward to the said Of'f'ice, 
certified as aforesaid, such alterations or additions to 
said Constitution or Bye-Laws, and such changes in the 
Office-bearers, as the said Conference may decide upon, 
which alterations and changes shall be notified , as 
aforesaid, within three months £rom the time when they 
shall have taken place. 
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IX,- Notwithstanding anything contained in any deed or 
instrument by or under which any property is held in any of 
the Districts of this Colony, for the use, behoof or 
benefit of the Religious Community called 'Ltvesleyan 
Methodists, in the respective Districts, all such property 
shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be 
construed to be held for the use and benefit of the said 
ttGeneral Conference of the Methodist Church of' Canada," and 
shalli be subject to such ~ules, orders, regulations and 
ordinances as the said Conference. may make, or may have 
already made, in reference to its property or to the dis
position thereof'. 

X,- Notwithstanding anything contained in any such deed 
or instrument, as mentioned in the next preceding Se~tion, 
it shall be lawful for the said "Newfoundland Conference 
of the Methodist Church o:f Canada_, 11 subject to its regulat
ions, Gnd subject as far as possible to the mode of 
selection prescribed by such deeds or instruments, and 
subject also to the rules, orders or regulations for the 
governance and discipline of the said Wesleyan Methodist 
Bodyl to elect or appoint, or approve of' the election or 
appo ntment, of any number of Trustees, n0t exceeding 
twenty-one, to execute the trusts contained in any such deed 
or instrument; and upon the election, appointment or approv
al, as aforesaid, of the said Conference, auch Trustees and 
their Successors, to be in like maru~er appointed_, shall have 
all the powers and authorities, legal and equitable, that 
they migh t or could have had, had they been nominated or 
appointed under the said deeds or instruments. 

XI,- The provisions of this Act shall apply to certain 
persons named as Trustees in an indenture of lease, dated 
the Tenth day of January, Anno nomini Eight Hundred and 
Seventy-three, conveying certain land and premises, situa te 
in George's Street, in the town o:f St. John's, upon which a 
Wesleyan Methodist Church has been erected; and such Trust
ees shall be construed to hold the said land and premises 
as Trusteess :for the benef'i t o:f the said "General Conference. 
of' the Methodist Church o:f Canada.u 

XII.- -The Ministers of the said 11 Gener ....... al Conference o:f 
the Nethodist Church o:f Canada, 11 and o:f the said 

"Newfoundland Conference o:f the Methodist Church of Canada", 
shall have, ex officio, among such Trustees, such position 
as may be accorded them by any o:f the rules, orders, 
resolutions or regulations :for the governance andi discipline 
of' the said Wesleyan lvfethodist Body, or of' either o:f the 
said Conferences; and such rules, orders, resolutions or 
regulations, shall con£er upon such Ministers such powers 
and authorities, legal or equitable, as they might or 
could have had, had they been nominated and appointed upon 
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the creation o~ the original trusts. 

XIII.- This Act may be cited as "The Methodist 
Incorporation and Trusts Act, l875." 
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A petition ~rom the Right Reverend Michael Anthony Fleming, 
D.D., prelate of the Catholic communion of Newfoundland, 
presented to the Legislature on Wednesday, January 30, 1833. 

That the petitioner humbly begs leave to solicit in 
the most respectful manner the favorable attention of the 
House to the pai~ul condition to which a large and respect
able portion of fellow-Christians, the Dissenters of this 
country, are subJected by a clause respecting the celebration 
of marriages, as contained in an act intituled, 'An act to 
repeal an act to regulate the celebration of marriages in 
Newfoundland,' which compels the Dissenters of this country 
to solemnize their marriages according to the ceremonies of 
another Church, and by a clergyman of a different establish
ment. 

That the petitioner, while he disclaims any idea of 
dictating to the House, hopes that it will not be deemed 
presumptuous in him to express his decided opinion 'that a 
conciliatory system of policy towards all classes of people 
is, under Providence, the best and surest support of every 
government, and that in a free government, like our own, 
nothing but a necessary regard to the safety of the Consti
tution can justify the enactment of any laws of a restrictive 
nature, especially on matters of religion.' Wherefore, when 
the loyal, peaceable, and pious deportment of the Dissenters 
of this country is constantly demonstrated, the petitioner 
relies with confidence on the justice and liberality of the 
House, that the unmerited stigma which has been impressed 
on so meritorious a body by so unnecessary a law will be 
removed. 

Your petitioner humbly submits that, with respect to 
marriage (unless as a civil contract), the State should have 
no concern, as each religious sect ought to be left as fully 
at liberty to regulate the religious ceremonies attendant on 
marriage as any other part of their ceremonies, as there can 
be no more reason for compelling a man to be married by a 
clergyman of an opposite church than for compelling him to 
participate in the ordinary service of that church every 
Sunday. 

Wherefore the petitioner considers that the parties, 
being of Dissenters, or any religionists seeking to be married, 
and who profess conscientious motives, principles, and rites 
in objection of those practised and performed in the Episcopal, 
or any other church, ought not to be forced to violate their 
conscience; and that to force them, under pains and penalties, 
to go through a ceremony foreign to their mind is unjust, 
unchristian, and intolerant, and in direct violation of the 
rundamental principles of the Constitution. 

The petitioner lays this view of the case before the 
consideration of the House, and also begs, in the most respect
fUl manner, to say that he would consider it a reflection on 
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the intellect and good feeling by which the present enlight
ened age is distinguished were such a law su£fered longer to 
exist, - a law which every enlightened man abhors. 

That the petitioner, deeply impressed with these 
sentiments, and sensible, from experience, of the grievance 
of being debarred the blessings of civil and religious 
liberty, should deem himself unworthy of that freedom which, 
thanks to a wise, paternal government, he now enjoys, could 
he for a moment be insensible to the hardships of his dis
senting brethren, or hesitate to seek, by every constitutional 
means, the same share of liberty for them. The petitioner, 
therefore, humbly entreats that it will please the House in 
the commencement of its important labors to repeal this un
christain and unwise law, and to extend to the Dissenters 
and Methodists of this Island the privilege of solemnizing 
marriages in their own church, and by a clergyman of their 
own establishment, - a measure which will conciliate the 
affections and gratitude of so extensive and respectable a 
portion of His Majesty's subjects, and also, by an equal 
participation of religious as well as civil liberty, effect
ually consolidate, in one common sentiment of warm, un
qualified attachment to the new institution of this country, 
all classes of Christians. 



District 

St. John's 

Conception Bay 

Trinity Bay 

Bonavista Bay 

Twi11ingate-Fogo 

Ferry1and 

Placentia and 
St. Mary's 

Burin 

Fortune Bay 

District 

St. John's 

Conception Bay 

Trinity Bay 

Bonavista Bay 

Twi1lingate-Fogo 

Ferry1and 

Placentia and 
St. Mary's 

Burin 

Fortune Bay 

Burgeo & LaPoi1e 
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Appendix D 

1836 Census 

Prot.Epis. 

3,813 

6,819 

4,098 

3,473 

4,022 

163 
(150 servants) 

710 

671 

2,821 

1845 Census 

Prot.Epis. 

4,226 

8,601 

4,753 

4,684 

5,017 

181 

971 

1,221 

2,545 

2,095 

Roman Cath. Dissenters 

14,056 1,057 

10,063 6,333 

1,066 1,639 

1,249 461 

819 45 

3,708 
(1,090 servants) 

3,985 6 

1,374 1,095 

308 

Roman Cath. Wes1eyans 

18,986 1,075 

11,580 7,800 

1,283 2,752 

1,809 727 

1,128 597 

4,339 

5,lt55 37 

1,951 1,183 

363 12 

29 56 
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A List of Settlements where the Dissenters resided 
in 1836, according to the census records. 

District 

St. Jolm's 

Conception Bay 

Trinity Bay 

Bonavista Bay 

Fogo 

Burin 

Settlement 

St. John's 
Flat Rock, Pouch Cove 
Portugal Cove 

South Shore 
Brigus 
Cupids 
Port de Grave 
Bay Roberts 
Harbour Grace 
Mosquito 
Carbonear 
Freshwater & Clown's Cove 
Salmon Cove & Perry's Cove 
Broad Cove &. Blackhead 
Adam's Cove 
Bradley's Cove 
Western Bay 
Ochre Pit Cove 
Northern Bay 
Gull Island 
Lower Island Cove 

Grates Cove 
Old Perlican 
Hant' s Harbour 
Trinity 
English Harbour 
Catalina 
Bird Island Cove 

Bonavista 

(the Fogo District) 

Burin 
Fortune 
Grand Bank 

No. of Dissenters 

772 
226 

59 

44 
684 
311 
158 
296 
324 
llO 

1,341 
432 
153 
658 
218 
J.l6 
464 
182 
123 

75 
505 

183 
505 
327 
ll7 

84 

26~ 
448 

45 

566 
89 

196 

In this census the l0,636 Dissenters were not listed according 

to denomination, but there must have been at least 9,500 

Wesleyans as there were only 1,061 Presbyterians, Baptists 

and Congregationalists reported in the J.845 census. 

Settlements with very few Dissenters are not included above. 
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CENSUS STATISTICS 

Year Church of England Roman Catholic Wesleyan 

St. John's East 

1857 3,4~ 11,867 1,303 
1869 3,6 11,247 1,606 
1874 3,985 11,200 1,8~8 
1884 5,131 13,524 2,4 1 

St. John's West 

1857 2,162 10,0~3 579 
1869 2,080 8 7 0 524 
1874 2, 532 8;746 1,088 
1884 3,130 1,088 2,035 

Harbour Grace 

1857 5,490 ~,390 1,112 
1869 6,822 ,153 1,588 
1874 7,239 4,013 1,615 
1884 8,633 3,931 1,968 

Harbour Main 

1857 1,160 4,153 71 
1869 1,442 4,892 118 
1874 1,716 5,361 97 
1884 1,968 6,928 130 

Port-de-Grave 

1857 2,727 1,637 2,112 
1869 3,224 1,900 2,397 
1874 3,415 2,002 2,501 
1884 3,338 2,206 2,753 

Carbonear 

1857 791 2,582 1,859 
1869 895 2,368 2,367 
1874 929 2,189 2,~62 
1884 1,034 2,262 2, 87 

Bay-de-Verde 

1857 448 1, 583 4,191 
1869 469 1,731 4,857 
1874 439 1,775 5,220 
1884 592 2,243 7,263 
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Trinitl Bal 
Church of Eng. Roman Cath. Wesleyan 

1845 
1857 6,016 1,25~ ~,460 
1869 7,428 1,38 ,985 
1874 8,417 1,583 5,663 
1884 9,492 1,462 6,057 

Bonavista Bay 
1857 5,714 2,030 1,083 
1869 7,029 2,420 2,094 
1874 6,860 2,599 3,531 
1884 8,385 2,979 5,101 

Twi1lingate & Fogo 
1845 5,017 1,128 597 
1857 6,2~ 1,442 2,036 
1869 6,8 1,961 4,235 
1874 7,014 1,964 6,217 
1884 6,745 3,163 10, 26#1 

Ferrz1and 
4,339 1845 181 

1857 127 5,093 8 
1869 173 5,817 1 
1874 166 6,246 
1884 151 6,318 

Placentia -St. Mar~ 1 s 
1845 971 5,455 37 
1857 966 7,156 208 
1869 1,174 7,390 219 
1874 1,351 8,254 239 
1884 1,543 9,874 363 

Burin 
1845 1,221 1,951 1,183 
1857 1,356 2,354 1,810 
1869 1,390 2,546 2,789 
1874 1,733 2,692 ~,349 1884 1,797 2,697 ,007 

Fortune Bay 
1845 2,545 ~63 12 
1857 2,787 47 30 
1869 ~,935 1,290 6 
1874 ,391 1,387 9 
1884 5,165 1,612 36 



1845 
1857 
1869 
1874 
1884 

1845 
1857 
1869 
1874 
1884 

1869 
1874 
1884 
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Burgee & LaPoile 
Church of Eng. Roman Cath. Wesleyan 

2,095 
3,172 
4,123 
4,216 
5,119 

29 
89 

142 
125 
152 

56 
282 
843 
731 

1,265 

The French Shore - Districts of 
st. Barbe and St. George's in 1884 

1,647 
2,698 
3,745 
4,803 

Labrador 

1,803 
1,489 
1,974 

CENSUS TOTALS 

1,586 
2,466 
3,736 
5,189 

483 
476 
566 

85 
186 
991 

1,846 

165 
295 
305 

Year Church of England Roman Catholic Wesleyan Total 

1836 26,740 37,718 c.9,500 75,094 

1845 34,294 46,983 14,239 98,703 

1857 44,285 57,214 20,229 124,288 

1869 55,184 61,040 28,990 146,536 

1874 59,561 64,317 35,702 161,374 

1884 69,000 75,254 48,767 197,589 
(Incl. 
Labrador) 
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Appendix E 

Membership Statistics o£ the Newfoundland District 
o:f the Wesleyan Methodist 

1818-1855 
Church 

Station or Circuit 1818 1828 1840 18~0 1822 

St. John's 44 78 172 189 301 

Carbonear 43 69 530 576 418 

Harbour Grace 14 43 116 79 57 

Blackhead and 
. Western Bay 199 149 317 316 504 

Port de Grave 38 60 109 82 74 

Bona vista 122 202 290 192 229 

Trinity 14 65 90 71 20 

Grand Bank 6 36 60 346 170 

Island Cove and 
Perlican 190 156 227 242 220 

Rant's Harbour 74 40 50 116 

Burin 63 105 100 160 

Brigus 59 139 165 118 

Green Bay 201 199 

Totals 670 105'4 2195 2607 2586 

In 1850 Perlican and Island Cove were two separate 
stations with a membership of 180 and 62 .~espectively. 

Statistics taken :from the Minute Book o:f the New
:foundland District o:f the Wesleyan Methodist Churqh, and 
the Sunday School Reports. 
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Membership Statistics of the Newfoundland District 
of the 

Eastern British America Methodist Conference 
for selected years 1855 to 1874 

Station or Circuit 1855 

St. John's 301 

Harbour Grace 57 

Carbonear 418 

Blackhead 504 

Perlican & Island Cove 220 
Perlican 

Island Cove 

Port de Grave 74 

Brigus 

Bonavista & Catalina 

Catalina 

Grand Bank 

Burin & Flat Islands 

Flat Islands 

Hant's Harbour 

Trinity 

118 

229 

170 

160 

116 

20 

1860 

298 

128 

603 

601 

256 

120 

77 

120 

267 

150 

158 

120 

1864 

304 

102 

501 

435 

280 

128 

50 

126 

302 

197 

197 

150 

90 

1870 

305 

176 

450 

386 

199 

66 

50 

1874 

400 

140 

440 

392 

240 

176 

56 

87 96 
Bona vista only 
170 280 

59 

236 202 
Burin only 

154 402 

132 

50 

225 

140 

45 
Green Bay 199 (Headquarters at Twillingate) 

Twillingate (1860) 165 

Exploits-Little Bay Islands (1861) 

Fogo (1864) 

Petites 

Channel 

Musgravetown (1873) 

225 

95 

33 

55 

ll 

184 

60 

162 

157 

73 117 
Petites & Channel 

76 

37 

57 



Station or Circuit 

Musgrave Harbour 

Little Bay Islands 

Shoal Harbour 

Greens pond 

French Shore 

196 

1855 

Bay o~ Islands - Bonne Bay 

1860 1864 

30 

1870 

60 

20 

220 

85 

210 

30 

4 



l 97 

Membership Statistics or the Newroundland conrerence 

Station or Circuit 1876 1880 1881-t-

ST. JOirn'S DISTRICT 
(inc. Pouch Cove) 

St. John's 493 600 245 

Pouch Cove lll 143 

St. John's East 444 

Burin 336 290 288 
(inc. Fortune) 

Grand Bank 202 94 90 

Fortune 109 137 

Burg eo 51 

Petites 44 47 132 

Channel 34 22 

St. Pierre 34 

Flat Islands 207 208 104 

Sound Island 98 (supplied by Flat Is.) 78 

Flower's Cove 36 34 

St. Anthony 99 110 l3l 
(inc. St. George's Bay) 

Bonne Bay 54 42 58 

St. George's Bay 25 

Labrador 48 40 
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Station or Circuit 1876 1880 

CARBONEAR DISTRICT 
(inc. Freshwater) 

Carbonear 462 764 

Freshwater 

Harbour Grace 

Brigus 

Cupids 

Bay Roberts 

Port de Grave 

Blackhead 

Western Bay 

/ Island Cove 

120 
(inc. Cupids) 

166 

70 

41 
(inc. Western Bay) 

590 

172 

'Old Per1ican 230 

Rant's Harbour 156 
(inc. Heart•s Content) 

Green's Harbour 73 

Heart's Content 

Shoal Harbour 120 

North Random 

South Random 

Britannia Cove 

117 

144 

146 

72 

36 

506 

335 

320 

260 

145 

34 

42 

109 

108 

1884 

494 

300 

184 

120 

149 

72 

52 

520 

300 

241 

218 

254 

27 

75 

88 

179 

81 
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Station or Circuit 1876 1880 1884 

BONAVISTA DISTRICT 

Bona vista 346 465 644 

Catalina 70 60 

Trinity 80 86 101 
(inc. Glovertown) 

Greenspond 315 360 235 

G1overtown 76 

Twillingate 201 171 310 

Exploits 74 250 200 

Musgravetown 70 80 82 

Musgrave Harbour 44 124 95 

Fogo 128 144 130 

Herring Neck 90 171 

Moreton's Harbour 80 94 118 

Little Bay Islands 152 135 173 

Bett' s Cove & Tilt 152 105 103 
Cove 

Little Bay 72 

White Bay 35 
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New~oundland Conference Church Membership 
and Other Statistics 

Preaching 
Year 11embers Places Baptisms Marriages 

1875 5,086 206 1,401 370 

1876 5,473 227 1,444 293 

1877 5,790 236 1,258 376 

1878 6,191 237 1,503 363 

1879 7,008 264 1,497 413 

1880 6,995 248 1,472 373 

1881 7,320 269 1,594 392 

1882 7,688 299 1,655 481 

1883 7,781 (record 1,679 475 

1884 7,971 incomplete) 1,910 525 

Sabbath School Statistics 

Year Schools Teachers Pupils 

1859 33 295 2,644 

1864 48 348 2,928 

1869 41 261 2,702 

1874 59 440 4,294 

1879 104 822 6,667 

1884 122 937 8,309 
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Appendix F 

Ministers received on trial and minister ordained in the 
New~oundland Con~erence - 1875-1884. 

Year 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 

188? 

Received on trial 

H c Hatcher 
wih. Jennings 
James B. Heal 
James Pincock 
Jesse Heyfield 
Wm. B. Seccombe 
James:. Alexander 

Robert Bramfitt 
David Gwilym 
W. H. Edyrean 
William Kendall 
George Bullen 
Wm. R. Tratt 

Lewis.- Ri chings 
George P . Storey 
John Peters 
T. L. Eland 

Joseph A. Jackson 
James_ Wilson 

George Vater 

(None) 

Robert B. Hemlaw 

(None) 

Ordained 

John G. Currie 
Jeremiah Embree 
Simeon Dunn 
Thomas If. James 
William Swann 

T. W. Atkinson 
James Nurse 
George J. Bond 
F. G. Willey 
Charles Myers 

George Boyd 
Jabez Hill 
G. H. Bryant 
R. W. Freeman 
Joseph Parkins 
John Pratt 

J. P . Bowell 
H. c. !Fa tcher 
J. B. Heal 
Jesse Hey~ield 
Anthony H-ill 
1-vm. Jennings 
Joseph Lister 
George Paine 
James Pincock 
Samuel Snowden 

Robert Bramfitt 
George Bullen 
\'/;: H. Edyvean 
William Kendall.. 
Edgar Ta ylor 

George P . Storey 
Henry Lewis 
Wm. B. Seccombe 

Joseph A. Jackson 
Wm . R. Tra t;t · 

George Vater . 



Year 

1883 

l884 
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Received on trial 

W. T. D. Dunn 
F. R.. Du:f:field 
George Noble 
s. Jennings 
c. J. Du:f:fill 
Levi CUrtis 

Samuel Reid 
Charles Lench 
Wil.lliam Rex 
George c. Fraser 
Mark Fenwick 
w. H. Brown 
John B. J. Smith 
J. T._ Newman 
J. W. Vickers 
Herbert Hooper 

Ordained 

James Wilson 

(none) 
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Appendix G 

Schools under the Wesleyan School Society 

Year No. of: Schools No. o:r PUJ2ils 

1859 ll 793 

1860 8 669 

1861 8 593 

1862 8 560 

1863 10 473 

1864 10 543 

1865 12 618 

1866 13 662 

1867 14 711 

1868 12 662 

1869 12 695 

1870 12 740 

Statistics for years 1859-1869 taken f:rom Journal of: the 
House of: Assembly, 1869, :ror 1870 from Journal :for 1870. 

Schools under the Methodist Boards of" Education 

Year Schools Teachers Pu]2ils enrolled during 

1876 71 71 3, 501 

1877 85 90 4,381 

18?8 90 90 4,693 

1879 103 102 5,0ll 

1880 100 96 5,489 

1881 99 95 5,461 

1882 96 91 5,447 

1883 100 90 5,472 

1884 lOl 93 5,820 

Taken f:rom printed Annual Reports of" the 
Methodist Superintendent of' Education. 

i[_r. 
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Appendix H 

Statistics on settlements and churches 
1857 and 1884 

R.C. C.ot: E. Meth. 
Settlements churches churches churches 

Districts 1857 1884 1857 •84 1857 •84 1827 •84 

St. John's East 
and West 19 17 9 11 8 12 3 5 

Conception Bay 93 103 13 20 16 20 16 a4 

Trinity Bay 53 124 3 4 12 26 8 25 
Bonavista Bay 51 83 4 5 11 13 1 8 

Twillingate-
Fogo 72 137 4 8 9 15 4 23 

Ferry land 17 22 8 12 3 4 

Placentia-
St. Mary's 97 118 15 31 5 6 1 2 

Burin 25 52 5 9 3 5 3 5 -. 

Fortune Bay 66 93 7 3 12 

Burgeo-
La.Poile 57 65 2 4 12 l 5 

French Shore 70 190 2 15 1 12 6 

Labrador 74 

TOTAL 620 1078 b3 124 ?; 137 37 103 

In 1884 there were a t:ew churches in Labrador which are no:t 
included. 



Year 

1859 

1864 

1870 
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Appendix I 

District and Conference Funds 

District Funds 

Raised :for Miss. 
Society 

~698 8s. 2d. 

$2,243.64 

$2,459.83 

Appropriation 
Received 

~1,068 l2s. lld. 

$4,260.00 

$3,940.00 

Raised :for Contingent 
and Home 11ission Fund 

~70 9s. 6d. 

$200.00 

$145.65 Contingent 
$136.30 Home Miss. 

The Contingent and Home Mission Fund was divided in 1868. 
------------

Conference Funds 

Mi-Ssionary Contingent Parsonage Children's 
Year Fund Fund Aid Fund Fund 

1875 $?~.08 $270.25 $252.86 

1878 $4,754.60 $194.72 $ 89.79 $228.63 

1881 $3,799.68 $209.73 $112.95 $204.37 

1884 $6,624.18 $243.24 $180.26 $196.06 
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Map of Newfoundland 
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