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‘While Fiske's sttemen, “The wriers themselves aticulae theory that ariscs within their

ona alking buck”

does today. It s posible tha the shift from “alking back” 10 “talking o' which focuses our

our livesin relation 0 each other.



Outeome 4

regulary

Working

10 what I was doing.

i within the

e places where I work and lve. fihis

Outcome 5




132; Wilson 175). While |

y
1 in Anishnabeg and
some C
P
hings that I receive f the
Knowledge

Totsof traved o just it and talk.

1 elt that was fully

Talked Tgwe

his

community that Lam.

Tehas




Jogy. 19). A fina outcome of

words

production shows the flsty of pereiving of these practicesas “atheoretcal” (Womack 13). As.

Womack says, I heoryless’,

them” (13).



Chapter 2: An Indigenous Methodology Review

2.1 Indigenous Methodology
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“right’ methods. Rather,
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. working with Elders, and teacher

anada. they were new

were facing challenges simila o mine o some degree.

102003 1 joined sn email it striedat Ontario Institute for Sudiesin Educaton (OISE)

Toronto. lisserv of

emergent Indigenous sholars who connected 1 cach other throvgh cmail. These email
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the resder, while Indigenous methodology and Indigenous research by, for, and sbout Indigenous

discourse”

o).

practces” (123). This “mix” she says “reflcts a raining of indigenous rescarchers which

a2, As

was the *decolonization” of Western esearch methodologics and being able to understand how.
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the state o “crisis™
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“Trbe, and University” are never enirely distinct and ofln converged.

e, and

worki

Anderson’s “Imagined Communi

Researchers" 80). Outsde of relationaliy,the community of Indigenous women witers can be

in which the community of Indigenous women writers

Bhabha's

these women. 1
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e
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function of time and
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Struthers” (Ojibwe) article, “Conducting Sacred Research: An Indigenous Experience” in Wicazo
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level ofresearch capability (132).
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2.3 Operationalizing the Research Plan

goalsof th

Weber

rescarch design” " 79).
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well-aid

hurricane.
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overall project.

within Indigenous women's witing.

23 Milestone | Developing Culuraly Relevant Research
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Over
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2.3B Milestone 2 Developing an Indigenous Research Ehics Proposal

ethics. In

1)1

value thespoken word with ane of the researeh participans,
Wile I was allowed 1 use verbal consent in my research, | found ou that [ needed

B




Many of Ihave worked

“Thispoint was

the rescarcher i aso shared by the participant n hi case.

23 Milestone 3 Getting Through the Worst of it All

In February 2005

which 1



" os. The tapes were
1
note book
boriginal Women's Cancer Care
Wilkid La
and place.
Each one.
of their work
our

Schedules dida't mesh vry well, and the participant did not fe right working with a different

Ihad moved out

ime. My intervicw

printed copiesof



Ak 4

‘ progess were usd 0 recreate what was lostdue 0 the thefl. From what I recalled of the first

the second
inerviews follow-
beright.
23D Milstone 4 the Partcipant Conversations.

fer ensuring.

‘ was talking wi

! Kit's much easer for people o
. (Anderson). Anderson's response
was It /* (Anderson). Kecping hi

Weber-

ofthe rescarcher and he participans because forher,

ol ofanalysis.
1

1

per
el compeled o go where peopl arecrying out. (224, 88)



conversations were less“interview” and mor “discussion” a5 many of the women who

They
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my own
accounabilty to my community.
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due the limits of e, |
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communities as  oint of enry into the larger conversaion.

inerviewing was not something that she wanted o paricipate in
as Twas
asking for a story of paricis
tone of

own tirdness and feclings of nervousness. Thinking back, 'm sure that | atributed the fecling

2



e isk “out there’

trying t achieve; relational accountability.

perception
writing,
Indigencity. Three.
For them, thir work
Ind
scholars.
irough "
| defines
‘ 1
| e On it
- 99).




‘meaning and theory from women's writing.

2.4 Qualitative Practices as Indigenous Research Methods.

“Data gathering’ f
next queston.
2
well,
1 use the term “conversaion” o indicate how | approached the act of daa calecton with
my, "
o techniques and.
conversaton as . syles

%



i reality this thesis was notsiructured 0 prove atheory or show  ‘right’ answer.

w Pillwax’s

strytelling.




! namatives. The

hear thir

‘women and they know me.

participants
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women and scholas.

s wriing In“Doing

Theory

clearly cmerge (Letherby 67). She says that “Grounded Theory is theory developed from the

h “indutively

 (Letherby 67). “Grounded

" 6).



* method with an

empty head

case the theoryisalso ever outside of cltue.

2.5 Wriding as a Restorative Process

the readerrethink the

process a the writing up’ ofthe fndings. | suggest tha

s importan for the

the reader o choose a place of wrting to keep whole during this process.
After trying on  few diffrentsyles of wriing, 1 chose 0 use MLA sty 0 give

Disna Hacker's a Canadian Wrier’s

this thsis. Where Hacker was not

updated



provided current MLA style information. 1 have chosen tfollow The Owl's MLA reference.

sholog s

185 hav also usd Joseph Gibaldi's ML Handbook for Wriers of Resarch Papers 5*

ina Microsoft Word document. The place of writng was my kitchen table.

Inand
e, mod
of how
“The nature of|

Wilkon say that

should be done
'

able that

%



. o family,

classes and | want it understood here. Take cae of yourself.

participants”
a
pa
"
writing can offer in par
ihrough,
hilosophi Jogis, e thatis out

Indigenous cultural survivance in action.



Chapter 3: Loving Indianness: Wriing from a Critcal Centre

3.1 Itroduction

there are
when Lam m..g how exquisite our being alive is
whatever may

oweer s wour mmnmg

that sohuge
i e, (amseong 59

they intended. Centralto ther writng is a "loving” perception that acknowledges a value system

experince of|

srategy of cultural survivl,

32 Storpelling.
1 will el you something about sories
he said]

said)

They aren just for entertainment.

Donitbe fooled
They st

e have o fightoff s and deth.

Yowdontve snying



i you don't have the stores.

an' stand up 0 our stories.

Sothey ry to destroy the sories

et th storiesbe confused o forgotien

They would like that

They would be happy

Because we would be defenceles then. (Marmon Silko 2)

We ll have our soris. Sometimes, our tores are all we have. In The Truth about

Stories: A that

thatsall we are” 2). Our tories, while attimes humorous o playful,are also powerful and

Many of
— power. But Leslie
whether we are
- imagines us s
“vanished, d r - (16). More and
perspective.

“This sense of

102



there.1fyou've read Margaret Wente's October 24, 2008 column “What Dick Pound Said was

Savagery”
bou ly without
1 from their peers. — e Loe
she were a female Native” b
life" 21). Maracl
o
powartl, Marscle sces love as the
(23). Our stories o
1),
" which.
assumptions”
We Damm 13, 24). Teling loving

103



supposed "anishment” (Vizenor “Fugitive” 25). These storesalso act s a counterpoint (0 the

ke, supposed 1 act

like and supposed to write sbout (Akiwenzie-Damm 15).

l

dominance” (Vizenor “Literaturs” 53). Our storesin fact bear witness and give presence 1o our

(“Manmners” ).

ounslves, ou familis, and our communiies.

Norwas

the "ivory ower” did not spare me the pangs of anger, frustration, solation, pai, o sadness

"l

ci wriing. Not

me thir stories.

L asiser,

104



perception that they give back o us as Indigenous women.

“Through our stories, | am reminded tha Indigenous women are doing more than

Canadas sjectory. Ho "
of our bodics,sey oo
a
even “made it Indigenous
wherethat space exist.
sories. | M) “A Acoose:
‘Above Ground" and in Emma | " Woman
Scholar"
%

plications for our

29 LaRocque 398).

10s



although one of grat

place within the scademy for us.

overtime, [ it
upy. This story th
you now comes, [ thatis
They've made:
loving Indianness. It v
hidren, faher, mothe broth
within larger
She says eds . pos ancestors



the encroaching setler world" (Anderson). In her sory, “Says Who: Colonialism Identity and

4. H e that “we must do so

where e emporv

our communities” (Akiwengzie-Damm 24)

Partor

perceive "Indigenous” isel.

what others would say we "ar" i throgh our writing. n order for us 0 do more than survive in

this workdas

own vays.

National

Wriing e




Indianness” (Ki King's use of “imagine” in this

point of this
P
e Lik Tl sories to
these stories, we
1
like LaRocaue,
- Tako
heorics (400)
critieal voices, the dismissal of ways our words,
Knowled
ends or myths” 1),




this thsis, the paradigm shift i this projec s understood by Womack (Creek Cherokee) o

e (13), y 2
sees” Indians, o asking "
Indians"(13).
Risalso
own ways. derso e
poi amadian
History from our
ppened™
(Anderson).

“To el our soris in our own ways means 0 acknowledge that at he heart of Indigenous

But

I,

and I think we

notions of Indianness, occupy our nteiority tha s how it occupies our imagined self as wellas

109



ourbods Th of

Says, “How Do I Fight The Enemy When The Outposts Are In My Head?” (52). Understanding

and in um shape our stores and ourseves.

33 Indianness

boih not s opinion.

gz focused on Indi

hallenges to his own identiy a an "Indian” person (48). King dscusses this paadigmaic sift

in the chapter ™ [Had in Mind”, s story, the

people’s deas of who Indigenous people realy are.



always,

of how we "are” and how we are *scen” and he muses,

what we looked
like. Even Indians .Y et how can something that has never existed  the Indian - have
pov 4

L was reminded

p . L

which i based on Michacl Doxtaer's poem "Overweight with Crooked Teeth.” In the opening

“What

3 » “the cath and |




infact Chief Joset

blood,
Bl 1 Niro)
This s image s
o). Niro's
s of s
ways for her

1



Niro says that

 (Nio). “as Indigenous.

Indianness. We need these stores,the sad ones,as wella the funny oncs,foras Thomas King.

- o
as).

3.4 Loving Perception as a Cridcal Centre

inan insttuion,

pa

King.

Craig Womack

(Creekecy

“Indian




county, rathr thant

the “canon” (11). Our storie ellus how we are adaping 10 the

Indigenous people need to be as enthusiasic sbout the stories of “Indi

is bout the storiesof Indigenous cultre ( 1)

Tand tite” s the workd
pe
radit
acton, wh the
peopl 3 the denil of
ourselves as people worthy of love, has meant that we don't survive

My father, lthough he was Upper Cayuga and Mohawk, spoke the Onondaga language




children,
. —
While of our
sories.
survivance of Indigenous people in the world today.
Indigencity. Quite & “love” in the tory, b
sories.
what L * according
hooks "
hooks when ixed with a
stategy
lar
that “cross-




¢ where " (392:393). As

teoris
Aswel
\ For
‘ ourseves.
theoretical
across Canada where
cultural s, the srength,
Il the whil the negati
students, my children, and spe



Toooft it not enough for s 0 lov
bodiessafe.
North
genenl,
Sadly
“The maddening
. but I would be
 their
famitig As

wormen, s family members,as wrtes,as rescarchers and ascommunity leaders we have a

por

" Sce the Native Women's Association of Canada’s Ssters In Spirit website for more

Joited, and murdered women in Canada..

and murdered Aboriginal women and girls in his county.”
n7



world-wide. However,

prosperiy.

“The way these striesaretold means thatthestorie their umilie,thir children, and their

d

women's wrting.

Indigenous

Indigenous

our own loving.

= he workd omen e far oo
Tvanttosee
heory in oving ways. The
then—how Indigenous
peopls. ink
or, nd sbout
"




his academic path.

Twanttosee our

For Ands

perception, while necessary, “is complex n that it i about stabishing intimacy and

Indigenous
communities” (Anderson).

Inboth 4 Strong Women

erson' “Something that

own” (Anderson)

whether n lf o in research,

Womanhood is




c por
F Ihave idenified
“Right on
' i Both Anderson and
derson snd L
siraegies”

3.5 The Paradigmatic SHf from Resistance to Survivance

o give that o the people and to the next generations.

of the worth o our peaple

and the beauty allaround us,

‘o banish the profaning of oursclves,
and to ase the pain.( Ammstrong 495)



T Asderscn amd L

Strong Women's Stories, thy say that a gol of telling ou storics, “fnding our voices,”

an. 2003

and 2005, Anderson 2000, Monture 199, Harlan 1999, Harjo and Bird 1997, Lawrence 1996,

Armstrong 1993, and LaR -

wioned

insecton 1.3 of th

“responded o Aboriginal women's writng” by attempling t “categorize, interpret and fo locae.

the . e Jonial,

- Fiske:

ach other and not on thir location to margin or centre (18-19).

13 of i hifing f

redirction

[t



and the word around us and how we walk though that workd” (Wilson 161). Following Wilson's

theorstical or mind shil

s action. Indigenous women's writing is moving from talking sbout

Anderson says
' (
oppor  (140), has always been
z We alo need

i, Gerald

witha,

[t}



itis “the Shimmers of
imagination” and a space of “Wild incursions” where anything imagined i possible, where the

of dominance” (“Manners”12-14), Vizenor theory of survivance alo offers ways (0 regard our

Infac, s

a5 “stories of liberation” s rckste lierature in the play of artculation, “th pleasurcs of

" ' " which are

“Manners” 14, 8). Within

¢ ")
Should signal forthe reader an merging paradigmatic shif from being concered with centre

23



worldview of

belicfs, laws, and.
s notours).
Indigencity. Jack Foley,
‘wel, “Indiansin this sense mustbe the simulations of th “absolute fakes” i the ruis of
wation, " says Vizenor (9). Inan

many inconsistncies.In describing the “invention of the Indian” he says “we'e forever locked

e Indian, this kind

s such

 (Foley). “postindian’

s Indians. We're much

more complex than that” (Foley).

12



peoples.
3.6 Renewal
before,
telling, isthe
Tauth™ 1), ol
i Mother, The synihes ‘s wriing is
" words,
igenous Truths” (140)
Harlan
" gen
o




the land s crucial in the creation of Indigenous theory and Idigenous “image-makers

understand [..] their poin Jand that it «

(140,

ives, and our Nations,

responsibilty s in maintaining what i ral for us.

17 Conclusion

Niro's work

Mohawk

and understand.

126



particularto '

people go” (Niro).
Knowledse transation would b loston anyone but her

por because he
i getting g her flm, etting
uidance. 1
¢ (Niro. It
I
Toving Ind
" her,

ety years ago.

On my desk,

2



monographs, books, journals, videos, photographs,editorials, postcads, painings, tapes and

emails, all ull of Indigenous women and men's voices, hearts, and minds. When I started this

In 0:

have changed so much.

'

Who docsn’

Elders who

The women's Toving

s fcally MikMagq and




Chapter 4: Indigenous Women's Writing as Vision, Action and Empowerment
ural

41 Introducton
i
chapter Innu nd Mi'kMag
o
Labrad
community. |
s and Muise's
forany ofthe

nation, the Mi'kMag

129



42 The Vision

by, fo
Canada.
reader il 7 story about the Mi"kMaq men of
g home’ kMag identit. As Womack

warms, people “love” sories about“Indian culture” bt thy are “much less enthusiastic sbout”

tories tht talk about “Indian and tde” (11).

43 Settng the Context

Oe such limit




" (50).

o -
|

" (WeberPillwax
" 80)

Not being a MK

Tcame to sbout “being’

ke being’
" Labrador. 1
e
i theory but it didthold up in el 1
Far the ery real M brador
Newfoundiand




“Indianlessness'

people from the 1945
saw Newfoundiand and Labrador become a province of Canada in 1949 (3.

Lastofthe Beothucks,

portion of



According 10 Lawrence the omission of ndigenous people from the Terms of Union

for the Tt | i

overnment” (287).

i

009 “he Innu Nation in Labrador is

il struggling (0 be placed under the Indian Act ... and]...] eleven of the twelve Mi'kMaq

Jmost 20 years
afer Conne River gained reserve status in 1984 (287),

Indigenous

kMag as

MikMaqin Jin addi

Violence against the Beothucks has ever been discovered” (14).



‘many soriesof ‘Shanadi

M L even

the Mi'kMaq of Nova Scotia, who are ften thought of a occupying the heat of Mi'kMaq

teritory, talked of the M kMaq of Newfoundland as being ‘Sa'yewedjkik’ or the ancints

(Hanrahan 14). 3
provinee.
denialof kMag of
Mercenary’ he people

e by

o)

land claim” ested " that the M

Newfoundland by the French to kil he Beothucks (32).
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“ " of those who

place 5. 1p
een grove i the East White
Hill M. !
denil o

ing of New
1o caler a Lorraine LeCamp'stheory of T

ond, nd

industy (Barcls 33,
nil

“We are still here.

here” (Muis). These works do mor than just speak back (o the invisbility of Indigenous

135



Indigenous people living in simila spaces.

44 Innu Women Empowering the People through Writing

I year
remember
o —fullof.
heart.
therm discover ths srengih” (14)
he
Tapestry (CBC) Jongside co-

people In Byme's




he wanted to

Inna life “are sl here™

" (Byme). The radio show

host, Don Hill,

Sensationalism present inthe media’s irresponsible potrayal of nnu people. Hill tated tha “The.

by thespiit of the land,

Hill, ypical”sory in which “the
‘memry oftheculture had vanished” (Hill).

c Inna

‘women presen,

communitis of Labrador,

Thatleter

y

women's action

37




o

u I Women's

assumption of |

survivance for other Indigenous peopl.
= T
her time injail, and
i 1 Hurley says ng relessed, Ihad

because [ still et ike I wasn'tfree yet” (204). Hurley's own actons i the occupation of the it




theland.

. The s
these kinds of
the strugl We just can't watch
people” (194),
of Horley says, I
fying [ o
ak g food” (194),
Through.

“The collction

of tores in 1's Like the Legend: nnu Women's Voices i the fist published collecton of writen

Labrador, H Inuit



i Newfoundiand and Lsbrador.

4.5 MkMaq and Mi'kMag Diffring Perspectives

kMag
" Labrad
KMag-ness
i
MikMaq identiy.
Mg

presence on the West Coast of

Mi'kMag life. Muise contends,inconverstion and i her written work, that the Mi'kMag people

s film about
M
MikMag
apel Iland. “slences
leadership” (Muise).



g e
onne Rive,In 2001
Hallin St John's
Newloundiand.
s pused John's for such a short
iodof
Newloundiand,
s excted, and
Ihaew that made’

MikMag dentiy come live through e fim.
Martin’ i, Spist Wind,can be beterunderstod asa fllow-up flm o ber 1995

i

Opiosog, i

+ (Martin). I talking




right" (Marin).
c o "
and
g
In
making Spiit Wi
“she

wants her young son to b proud o the traditions and ways of the Mi’kMag people” (Martin).

“lost” cultural

Newloundiand. Martin contends

that the Mi*
Mi Inthis vay,
Martin’ inthe

Newfoundiand cultural imaginary. Mastin's narative sates that *We MikMaq people were

always here,

2



- (Marin). 1t s important to

ote that Martin’svision, and he cnactment of tha vision into a tngible reaity,is but one

sbrador.

vision of Mi'kMaq

M

partcular and focal MikMaq knowledge.

Gert Mai Muise's “Where the Spirt Lives: Rebuiding a Non-Status Mi'kMag

Community”in being
MirkMag®
Muise (Vi MikMag peopl West
Coust MikMag live what
she calls an e reminded
Wind, Maisecontnd:
i Nova Scota's

i

federal government rtionale for the “isapperance” of the “ace here” (28). Muise saysthat

“The federal «
than struggling

cal ourslves "M

"@9).In



we traditonallyview ourselves™ (Muise). However, “our peapl, the non-status people and the

M his so called

T e, Jivs

that s furthr oppressing the people and we're just signing it over” (Muise). In“Women

Rebuilding”
¥ When alking
M
says 1 "9 3
benefcal Mg pecp by the

“colonial tactics that are in full swing in Newfoundland” (29).

P

pressuring Mi'kMaq people toalign themselves with the Mi'kMag of Nova Scoti. For Muise

o Mitkbag
people




tha? That's sending out a weird message” (Muise).

i

Maise says, “There's

(Muise). From “Women Rebuild

populaton,
its usage” (33). “Now there’s

imagery.

" Muise says

(Muise).

our lives” (Muise 29).

thoughts nd our

ducation” (Muis). Because “Chstianity is sl so embedded in our commnty [ and our

waysof|

1 We need 0 see

which,

(Muise)

145
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M

live " @s).

her community. “Then they say, “Oh she’s a woman” and ask “why am I ot home with

Thisisa

Mg history, about what M) i

Ispeak out o

"

" (Muisc). Mauise asserts tha these are ot Mi'kMaq traditional tcachings

“Oh yeah. Yeah. | ber

cherish and love, hey came from him, my fathe, o be Mi'kMaq” (Muise). Muise goes 0 t0

o you know. howwn

were 10 fve, Forthe mst part | was taught everything that anybod s would leam, There was

o gender,

men do n MikMaq . s L cantell, weren's
i MikMag culture” (Muise). Muise ends our converstion by saying that she wrote the sory of




o, that's being ferel

independent, loving freed

growing up. That's why | am the way I am and I do the work I do” (Muise).

Mise'ssory, hy, nd
research.
por
Place of Creation: it melkiko'
\
Tundersand the




they lve. s

rescarch, isonly the begining ofthis dislogue.



Chapter S: Imagination and Writing in the Place of Creation: the Academy as

Kiswlt melkiko's
“Reconcilstion’

We are waking up o our history
o ord shmber

breathing into ourlungs
e ofusgin
It will make us angry at
e el e
o o o you wachd s e
we willsee how
o e copied Your weys
itkilled our own.
Wevileryndry
never be the same.
Butwe sl g home oty
I sec urselves in this huge mess

i wil ey whiser el uck

and it will be old
we! wllb-ulhemlmmrymkwyml

‘You will fecl how strong and
ot you il o bt st of
And it willshock you st first

use it s too big o s al at o

o oo el

T ed a...m. i our weys
how much we los
dndy iy andcryand cry
s wil v et e gain
Powe i ey wihyou
and we will sec ounelves in this huge mess
and we will gently whisper th circl back
and it wil be old nd it wil be new. (Tababodon 2002)



5.1 4 Inroduction

I Chapter 3,1 established the necessity of ecognizin tha Indigenous women's

 of Indianness. Ch

specifcities

same nation.

Jor and, P

for,imd

about ourselves -informed by our own principls of “kindness, caing,sharing, and

respect™
w . 80) James Youngblood
derson (€
n g it ek
o 1 (257). The goal hap

in our production of Indigenous scholarly discourse,

Chapter 3 (Published as Native




and reltionship that goes ino it” (179).

tof
However,
These can be
atibun living things [..]
... the foundations of rescarch aslived Indigenous experience ... Jour theoris
1
ity [..]

and the recogition of languages and culures asliving processes” (Weber-Pillwax 31-

).




P Weber-

Pillwax suggests what ges lost s the “effectiveness” of this type of ‘eficient”

scholarshi g ra

For this

elations to our own communitis (80). Leroy Litle Bear says that “when jagaed

sce that“object

isan llsion” (85).

Ap

1 ~*kisu'It melkiko'tin'~ defines the production of cultral and personal identity

Inthis ole L am

ehildren’s generation) now attending our universites



I'would Tike o say that,for them, the playing fied has changed in thatthey have.

systems. Sadly,forthe mast part, 1 would sll be wrong. Wilson explins that much of

Knowledsge is an “individual entity” and that the “researcher i an individual” who.

)
igen
communites.
009 has the
Yes,these are
Not
buthey also

e failis or

andin our community.

Ourlocal Elders cal for an active shift in focus from being ‘researched 1o

“rescarching! implicats us, Indigenous rescarchers and wrters, i the uptake of




implication ofthis work or the generationsyet 10 come.

Indigenous knowledges. Particlarly, throughout this thsis work I've more closely

“The goal

Tobe clear,

point.




works.

topic” (Stinhauer 69)

So.

Iking sbou, wrting

Knowledsge of our people” (Steinhauer 70). As Litle Bear writes, “Thisis why we.

foundation of Indigenous cpistcmology and pedagogy.

A posiive,

difficuy f e
peop “this
i lfeime project hat requies time and patence” (Henderson 261).
Ldidn'
Eight




scholar th Today,

ot much and not fast enaugh o meet the increasing need.

postsccondary program, while sill below the national average for non-Indigenous

nceds of these sudents. However, the point o this chapteris not 1o discuss who or what

s, eachers,ekders and
Kisu'h
melkiko'in,
anada, we need
Kisu
deraki
“Many, i the explicit

ing benefits o their communities and ther people” (78). She goes on t0




7 (50).

My concern hre s these challenges" that Weber-Pillwax mentions. As we are primarily

academy.

that | was exposed tothe concept o Indigenous Knowledge” (70). Like Steinbaver

(Cree), el

Australian Naka

s (3 studying textstha have been wriien sbout them” Nakatasays, “scholars are

")




“iagged

‘worldviews collding”, Gregory Cajee (Tewa) cals“ping geh heh” o the spit-mind, and

Each Indigenous

which they

painful dusi

5.3 Wriing a Solution of the “Spit Mind: Ping geh heh”
Monture's paper, “Flint Woman: Surviving the Contradiction in Academia” was

and sill s work thatbetter allowed me to do mor than just ‘survive” the academmy.

Hiving the split-

“fecling s rooted

“Indian the sbove”

&

academy. She caled them “contradicions” (54). These contradictions made her feel ke

158



She was going to“slam ... headfirst”ino a “state of being” that would leave her

- (54).

what she was experiencing in the academy allowed Monture o “understand my

" which

she says, was “no good solution” but “the soluton | can hope (0 secure” (4). 1 would

feel safer. Vet that' exactly what Taisiake Alfred suggests we do. He's right. The

Butic'sour por

0 change this

“splimind’

bette understand it and have solution for themselves. Castellano, Davis and Lahache

suggest thatcreation from this place of pin, the ‘split-mind’ space, s exacly what we.

They say we can

enlarging the space for new possibiliies”(254).Like Castelano, Davies, and Lahache,

“spac splicmindor

159



As Castellno, Davies nd Lehache say,

becomes the grounds on which furthe discourse is generated” (254). This s “kisu'lt
melkiko'tin'; the creaive place

Cajete (Tewa), and Leroy Litle Bear

they live.
down..)

empowermen

59)

Years have passed and | am still energized by Monture's writing. For me and

our

“This i why | wit, because I

and




that we are tll her and we have never lefl.

54 Summation

‘An outcome of this thess projectis a bettr understanding of what we necd as

“ new story” and “ulimately this new sory s about empowering Indigenous

idviews, Knowled

arge.

(Cree, Mohawk, Inns, and MFkMaq women whose witng inspired and propelle this

161



sive the reader and other uturs Indigenous scholars.

andto be an academic. As Spears” writing powerfully shows,

Iam a Native woman, s my lf soryis sboutbeing vulnerable. | can be aped and
Tean bes h

1 and have

My death can be ignored by the restof humanity. Afer | am dead, my body can be
dismembered

sinessmencan play gl

..,a hosiable.Ican e funny, 1 can surive al it e colonizers i | an

ey e

Tean be goofy. L,

Tove and atistc:

i
(159)




saggering

accessibiliy
Indigenous
crtcaltheory mking.
ynihesize.
fuearto
i

futue. Echoing Wil

our writng as loving ways of enacting ceremons.

i b nsd o wie bt o e win s coremony. s i
praic,  way of comecing vith thr  ay ofcoiibuing ok o

nabe, d

giving,

experiencing



ccordi
nd
enact, Indi
- those who
fuure leaders,
“They don't know

determining peoples.
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