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INTRODUCTION

Unfortunately,
that
‘conception of and proliferation of “low intensity demoeracy.”
e
frastructu
d eventuall
sjor prevented, low

[E—

2 By Gil & Jo Rocamors, “Low Intensity Democraey,” i World Quartry o3 (1992).



communication. Low intensity democracy s a consequence of this filur.

simply

S i, 509

4 Heory Kisinger, Diplomacy (New York: Simon & Schstr, 1990, 305




e 10 0 progress can occur.

Slavoj Zizek's

i
i that
nger
of deological relationships.




ithinthe stat

for public empowerment.
:
: deal
chapter. It will
persis. While
e ideological

limits of our abilty, and desir, o continually engage with the entirety of what

S e rqes Rouscan, Th Basic Polical Wriing, . Donad A Cres (Indaa: Hackea
Company, nc.. 1987, 174



nspi proj

introduced to further deseribe the directon this thsis will akc.

o expand and theve.




i 5 Mark's book

The Riddle of all Constiations it critially examine

Marks®

“spirit of

democracy”,

principle, itis di practce. China,

democracy.

i 0




relationship with democracy.

10 address these

forward by James

im0



For Bohman,

democracy would largely be contingent on this principle. For example, The United

‘ i 11 Bobman

engage with any issues that are pertnent to anyone involved.

5
2009, 53
10 Bobiman, Democray Across Boders, 135

concep will b cxplord nchapter two ingreser decal



promotion.

but our elationship o then.



Chapter 1: Ideology
In order i
‘ {ask at hand.
bowev gy
For example, par
Acti ertaken by

Therefore, Slavoj
Zinek i

nd

the deological symbols with which they interact. Influenced by Lacan, ZiZek focuses




fology tend to suggest.

ideological and other things as distinely “real”, “Irue” or “obvious”. Zi2ek’s proposes.

fact and whi

. H ek

1 For exampl

commonly cted anthropological study of one of the Great Lakes tibes. When asked to

ring of buildi He
Zinek
" amangement
of the building. i ermororalad
z

\ symbolic.
\

Rober Pllle,“Where i Your Hamstr? The Concep ofdeoogy in 22k'sCulurs Thecry.™

2009, 121

2 Stavoj Zick. The Parale View (Cambridge: MIT Pres, 2009), 2526




juid in a cup. The reativ postion of the individual 1o the situation or

for him or her.

gy
for comparison il helpto bt aiulte the muances ofZiK's nsghts. Mostpopular

An deology implies a
beiefor st of

s ofaffir, i 3
o deok i hingslik
boxes on ashef

I

Faloving God,
assumptions.

wsge . On the

3 Ty Esgletn. deology an Inodcrion (London: Verso,1991), 1.

e simost hvaysfluenced by smeros eologiel ot



Whilein
he
God would
par
- it the
we s it
“ogical” i
by the devl g
he nenion s 10

highlih the b capaciy forceatiog our o relty




reltionship with

particlar accounts of democracy can be equally problemaic

eption The

individual,or “idealist” as h or she is frequently described, s something of an

ty what aspect - I other words,

pe
of our lives that are deological, and those that are o, We appear 0 be shaped by the

ideologies we ascribe o,

logy off ivided village




ing a list of beliefs or

Zizek, a fundamental atribute of ideology.

&
values of that culure.

1 Asr Taylor 21ek! DVD, Divcted by At Taylor Hidden Drver Prodoction, 2007

tav 2idek. The Paalla View, 311



inconsolable o the point where he had o be hospitalised. 10

“This example presents two key characterstics o ideology. The frst i its

“This transfer of
However,
ationshi
have been had this symbolic transfe not occurred.
Inthi e ngi
For Zizek, ideology onship. For example,

inthe painting “Lenin in Warsaw” Lenin is nowhere o be scen in the image. His absence

n

he argues that

human beings do not engage with their world at the level ofthe “Real.” The “Real” must

10 pitr, Hamstr, 17,

1Stave 2iaek, The Sublme Subiect of deoogy (London: Vero, 1989, 17



“Reality”

psychoanalysis and Zizek's work.
The

‘popular usage oftheterm “real object” concerning a able, for example, implies that there
Within the

In other words, th tabl’s identity i partaly contingent on the food we a on it and the

il
meaning to the things from which it takes it gains its meaning. Therefore, meaning is &

self contained intrrelated network of symboli relations.

are working. The “Real” serve a the boundary for eality. I eprescnts the lmit of our

12 5
Verso, 19911




Given that we

izekcs

logy First, there must be .
subject. N 3 i This,
by Ifwe see a poster fora

we are being
recoga "
we vl all
timid, for exampl g frightened will
i theper
igh
excite him or her, e
sensations.
1, 112

14 Louis Altbuser,“deoogy and eoogica e spparsts” Leninand Phiosophyand Orher
vy, Mooty Revew Prss, (1971, 20,



effecton the subjec by inspiing excitement o terror. The subjects reaction and

While ‘

their guests.

15 Ziek, Thy Know Not Wha Thy Do, 108




dealing with ideology.

consequencesof i For Zizek,explaining the scope of deology’s nfluence is as

Therefore,

They furtherclarfy the many ways ideology affects our lives.

thoughts sbou

unreflectve. There are many familiar examples of this form ofideology. A term

ploye 02002, “the axis of evil”,

12Tl i ST —

16 Exgletn, deology an Itrducion 12

17 S ofthe Union Adees on oy 29, 2002



Mar st i Inhis

carly wri
of theirthoughts. 18
tous.If hunting,fiski ng! ity H
However, fsher or
cook
» 1
ger The

19 i 169, Mo i rchangeble with woman i his xample. Usingsinge proooun both

Mara's s of ‘a5 1 the gdermon spcific human being.




es. In contrast, the second ideological form of this issuc is  drasic

“The so-called “true” or “unbiased” inerpretation of the conflictcan only be grasped if an

reaction o, or opinion

20 Stavo) Zizk, Mapping ol (Londn: Vs, 1999,



unproductive, i not harmiil,

an ssue. While i dy swict
ideology that
situation can generat.
It In both
= 9
he subject. It s while
different i individuals.
tideology lives as
Zinek suggests,

21 e, Hamser, 12




‘M describes relating o the statusof labour.

category. Ideology s the condition of ideology

Kind of shif.

sitation. A brieflook

Zizek and others ar resistant o such sweeping ideological “non-ideological” claims such

s “the end of ideology” and “the end of history”.

the number of

lines that large. For exampl

2 . gl 1.
2 Pt Py aphmion, Kediion wdEpiims Mt s e
hlosophy o scence: Scknfcton xplnction. space andtme Vol (1982)



bird flying in the window and staling it

o
He proceeds
it Instead of ook around s desk,be
- .
Asimple
f deology
ideological.

“the pen could only have been taken by the co-worker” with,“the only logical

democracy,”

false.

isin fact deepl
\



Jid

challenged as new factors or premises become apparent. The truth, insofar asitis

(panded upon. Take for

the so called
i
H
: y
i Y
He
c ol
called into question.
cconding to John Meph
deological s ater works. “Theory.
of Ideology in Capi i i
he
Mane
Inth e
24 Jon Mepham.
ooy 4. 1979




being paid only with a porion of the value his labour generated.

“The language of

Using

25 Mepham, “They of deology in Cpia’, 146-145.



s work on
. Ideology
fall,
ek’
this point. pect
H e subject of

e symbol

also shaped by

hamsterin
[
democracy,

symbolically. With a concise descripion of deology available o us,tis chapter will

pai Their purpose is



simultancously i on fluid motion.

ek

his child “

desired by the parent,

you, e

the order

26 Tayr, 2kt



the subjec, to evoke feclings of guilt

for cxamining
Much

\
i
‘ thought

in pople s misus canbe partculary problemti,For cxample, i we become

w

b

fubject. The symbol

L ject. This \
‘ hess

be drastically alered.



e logy

The task of

the next chapteris to explore the numerous dimensions of the democratic ideal. As parts

of this chaptr

processes that are all important in developing democracy.




Chapter 2: Democracy.

democracy.
philosophical I 1 Kant, Hannah Arendt
and Arstolle.!
" Exploring James Bohman'
appears ides.
s vision will therich
e is. Low inensity

ultimately sustain democracy and allow it to floursh.

rou cgasing i trmationa democracy pomoton



“This lement is

Peaceful

However,there

3 Unied Ntons, Chartr of he Unied Naios, 24 Ociber 1945, 1 UNTS XV, waiabe s
gt il .

4 Oyvind Tonnsson” Mahatma G, the Missing Luret”. Nobelpize o, | December
i 2010,



31
action.®
I,
levelof for
td in Artcle 33, Chapter
6of N Nations s the
The ulimate
These
of improving our common life together.
writngs. Whil ly he way he
military tact
\7 Deplorable.

5
will e cxamingd shrty.

6 United Ntions, Carer of the United Nsions, Chapter 6, Arice 33

7t Ka,
Company, ). 5.



10 the other

Key elements of the democratic deal and democracy as a whole. However, it should be:

Arends

“This by no means sugaests that democratic activity s sae orfree from rsk. The citizens

L




peace allows for

Asistotle was one of the first to emphasie the importance of this kind of sctvity. He

advantage of ique capacity for |
lead
if pecics. Therefore,
Homnah. "
- location, but the

& At
2000)  Polies 12558

 Hannah Aren, he Human Codon,(Chicgo:Cicsgo Usivesiy Prss, 198,73



‘While Arendt only describes one cyele of this process in detil, we can see

hat, ik it

pecst and
Insofur
‘become increasingly demoeraic.
o
Inrecent
hi military initatives, such asthe Vit Nam War,
that are deemed by a signifieant number of
example of Acelebrity

1o rise funds and awareness for medicl research is part of this cyele. His or her action




fixed insttutions.

on their location.!!

that will

Therefore,

the structure,

10 Uit Nations,Chrterof the Unied Nsions, Chapter 1, Al 73

hesame.

12 Rousens, The Basic Polica Wriings, 174



of democratic principles.

impossil For
e
i po
biliy. St be
i
nger 2 par
policy, i i st
T Wisa

"

14 United Naions, Catrof Husman Rightsan Frodoms, Arice 21

18

s o beter ks s e



Do

Beyond Borders, i very diferent from the democracies we live i, his vision is also

spired by i Inhis
book, Bohman's goal i to pesent a vision of democracy that i better suited to

—

powerful

previous cntury are an example ofthedegeneration of this process.



17 For example,

entitesthat exist across borders is ultimately limitd.

Bo

its own affirs, it hs the right to have ts sovereignty respected. 19 For example, if two.

their

While this

17 Bobman, Democracy Across Borders, 92
a2

19 15a, 26



affect the entire world.

oals 21 For exampl G

e

21 Bohman, Democracy Acros Boders, 49



into the lakes,

the other sate o the ability to make its own decision about that resource. This siuation is

account for.
hbou

" if something

catastrophic should happen,

borders.

The

 inermational and

» Bob
For exampl
raq because he or

22 Boman, Democracy Acrss Borders, 30




inan effort o change govemment policy.

For B

borders 23

empowering “minipublics.” Bohman describes an empowered minipublic as a

with recommendations regarding ho best to address the issve. Bohman's account

atleastinitally,

governments of both Canada and the United States.

different i with, it i cear thi

many of 4R sistotle and Kant

b, 25



the real valuc of

of low intensiy demoeracy. 25

Lo

is either absent,

Concurrently

collapse them entiely, thereby resultng i politcal stagnation

i, 2.

25 il s Rocamors, “Low nensty Democracy,” 520



Violent removal from the public space I an individual i unable, or barely able to provide

e iy, ative polial
paricipation s very difficult 26
sovereignty.
ealth
While
people it
standards. people would s the

26 Hasnah Arec, The Human Condiion, 6461




i not really a choice at all.

democracy. Gills and Rocamora briefly discuss the poliica histories of Thailand, the

ther a weak s present
Incach i In Thailand, a history of
ol
. despite the
existence of |
power27
makers 8
wails. H
M
the Cold
d p
War

27 il ad Rocamors,“Low nensiy Democracy,” 01

28 Sieven . Hook. “Ionsisien U, Effrt 0 romode Democacy Abwoad” n Exporting
Democrcy: Retoric . Realy, 4. Peer ). Schracder (Colorado: Lynne Rienner Publishrs, o 2002
s



f issinger goes s far a 10 say

“must be the point of departure for a Wilsonian foreign policy.” 2 The efficient

achievement it port

Once the

such as the International Monetary Fund. ‘

29 Kisinge, Diplomacy, 9.



operations. Unfortunately,the challenges tha erode democratc aciviy that have just

poliical elite enefit most from the new reforms.

purp is chapt

familar with,

inspircs.

30.Gills nd Rocamon, “Low Iensity Democacy” 01



democracy and y L ol

1o the creation of low intensity democracy.



Chapter 3 The Roots of Low Intensity Democracy

he
will -
Firstof all
ol
y This
democracy. The
frst pant par
&
The second part
Reality,
y
partsof the world, ence i ly
awhole. Ultimately, low intensity democracy s the product of wester democracy.

which i



for democracy. the elements of
he
they share
Forallof
e authors, fror
ogh
ped
the b
democratic




‘more arguably radical movements and ideas.

fghanist
ofis history.
defined s -t Warand
this region. Early
uh who
X
region,
money, y presence? Like oher ani
“This would be
g istof he SR Of course,

the ruel irony ofthis scenario i that these former American “alles”, having been

' 1C Commande, s - NATO bog iy,

s
o rodig e commandr o (scecsed Sepember 3, 2010).
2 Kissingr,Dipomay, M43-450.

3 Marks, The Ridle ofall Constinaions, 52



state of war.

—
T
o K evromen. |
[t— |
ol

4 Doug Saunders “Comption s Away t Afghan Government” RAWA news, Posed May 3,
20080510

2008,
Decembr 6, 2010,



democracy can be sgnificantly weakened.

‘While Afghanistan i perhaps a more complex case than most, we can s that

Finally,

Realisticall of these.




The symbol

Berlin i »

o plsh. The pursuit and

proliferation of thes goods is highly appealing. Furthermore, the democratic

sppear

S The Iangunge of “ideas” and “ings” s being used casilly. The o st 1 descrbe




tandenm i s particular

this task
the first chapr
established, or reality, of the
relationship.
wedd feelings of the
entirry y
L
e e
H
o spare their biterdivorce, for

e, the gift would lack much.

Instad, the

happy marriage.




phenomenon.

movie and "
He or she may
e
ith Giventhe
hi what

Hist every possible democrati acto




In s book 7he Value of Nothing, Raj Patel desribes a perceived errorin our

The entity

burger. The price

we pay a the counter for thisitem is approximately four dollar. However, Patl and

“true price” of
to Our symbolic
Individual
the per tem i g
However, i
foods in greater Gi we

must queston if tems with high hidden costsare really affordable.

contexts

Zizek and

6 R Patl, The Valueof Novin: Wiy Everything Cost 0 Much ore Than We Tink,(Toont:

MarperCollis Publser L. 2009, 4341



The message of Ptels

make this industry possible are fundamentally lawed.

Despite this

who




H an actvity with

Both The

Furthermore, keystones of our democracy continue to evalve. For example, the ature of

Furthermore, the




operative whil

favour
Asitwas

od carl

from

our v, Contestualy § -

e symbol since s
efernce. -

3 Pl The Ve of Nothin, 3031



While
publics.
The resultof these numerous complications pertains o the staus of the
setings,
i o
y
While

intentioned,

dominati

questioning ts use as ool altogether.

the westem




et s
sroks
on individuals.
0 suffer spon

Tow intensity democracy.

ideology’s role inthe cration of low intensiy democracy explained,al that
We

compeition,

clections. Many

have emerged.

. N i and
cultural values i hat has beer



shape our lives in very sgnificant ways.

9
ool b perhaps on o th best kown cxamples



Finally, if

achieve. I

wewill

1o address.

s work.

0
more appropriste goal for the world's most affluent nations



Conclusion

met.
posibilty of democratic activity remains

Regrettabl




" 1f elected

actvity.




system. Therefore,
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