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Chapter One: Introduction

“Th sic o Nullsk Coe 1 (bCp-20) (Figre
1) st e brgestsinglecxpresion of Labador
Archac cltre o o dte, Locstedon Labrdor's -
nonhen cosst, Nulsk Cove is uique due o s igh

visibility and lare size. I i distinguished by the

4
s

presence of multple large lincar structure that have f\?
been intepretedaslonghouses (Fizhugh 1975, 1984, )
1985). The siealso contains both Palo-Eskimo and \’L‘L

‘Thule culture components which are evident from

1984:18). As a resul, Nullak Cove s often citd in
models of Labrador Archaie socialorganizaton and possible Pre-Dorset and Archaic:
interaction (Fitzhagh 1981, 1984, 1985; Hood 1993). Despit the sigificance accorded

i L 1984, 1985),

wed el

satisactorly explained.

Labrador




1985: 49-50). I this model,

h
1985:98) Tangental
the Labrador
castem arctic
“Thisthreat of
(Fitzhugh 1984).

observableat Labrador Atchaic longhouse sts. They indirectly trat each setlement s a

Lol

ol in our interpreation of the past

were not concurtenly oceupicd (Fitzhugh 1984:11, 1985:89-95; Hood 1993:168). It has




(Fizhugh 1954:15, 1985:98). Unfortunatey, thers has been no atempt o determine

hich .
Neverheles,it has becn
198417,
Nullisk was ever bome 0 a lrge poplation
brador
s goal
c brador.
sitedeveloped. 2 i
e

suggest reasons for the course of developmen a the sie

Finaly, 1 will try and rlate Nullak Cove o the wider Labrador Archaic conext

regional context



Chapter Two: History of Research

Labrador Archaic population n generalbe developed:

2.1 0rigins, Both Research and Cultural
brador Atchaic,

(Des et al. 2006). Given the similritis in tooltypes betwee the two locles, the

pro-cstablshed Unforunatey neverbe

submerged,
(Deal et a. 2006). Nevertheless, archacological work on the Quebe north shore may

eventually help us overcome this issue (Pintal 2006: 124).



England extensive work n 1912:1920, Warren K.
1922),
v- These boneless
Moorchead
e states:
ibe, prebisoric” (Moorhead 1922:150). I " b
The usc of
exceptional,
some problems.
“The dea of

types and shared certin culural traditons such a similr buial forms. Willey and.




rescarch which resumed i 1967 a Port Au Choix, Newfoundland.

n Choix was

Jammes Tuck. Tuck

1o71)

100 skeletons.

deology and.
mobil
burial evidence.
2.2 Culture Identification

L T
i
- (Tuck 1971

anoverview of all sysems used o constitute  cultural whole. By using this

terminology,

dcology and hierarchy that were ted 10 marie resources



bsolutel

A y

dates, most notably an 8000 B.P. date for the L Anse Amour burial inconirovertibly

fimed ti

Soon after the reteatof glacal i (Clark and Fitzhugh 1992:197). This ensbled the

1992:207-208). Unfortunately,

poor

Archaic people of the easten coast

(Choix cemetery, William W. Fitzhugh began conducting suveys and fest excavations in

I

Inkel, 1972; Hood 1983).

1972,1975), Neverthel

luding the

cemetery at Ratter's Bightin central Labrador (Fitzhugh 1972; Hood 1993:166), and the




As aresul,the vast majority o the ealy research associated with the

evidence

habitation sites

2.3 Researcher Impact




Labrador. Thisclsterof

Ye, regional

archacological evidence concerning the Archaic (Fitzhugh 1978). However, some

Lat

o identifyseveral complexes (Ftzhugh 1975).

Asaresil,

hatleave it room for dissenting opnion.

James Tock of U Tuck's




Fitzhugh (1972, 1975, 1978) was pursuing his work in Hamilton Inlt, which stablished

During the late 19605 and carly 19705, Maritime Archai rescarch was marked by fir-

Labradar.

James Tuck (1975).

curtent ree line (Tuck 1975; Fitzhugh 1978) 1t was als discovered tht the Maritime

1993:

Labr furher limiting the

amountof comparable maerial.



Inthe 19805 Memorial Universiy's Labrador Archaic rescarch slowed, leaving

ik, Nullak Cc

Itand (Fitzhugh 1984, 1985; Hood 1951). Other Labrador Archaic rescarch doring this

1980,

1984; Hood 1993). However,

et, much of

2.4 Continuation versus Disconnection

Many




butit
it

sits (Fitzhugh 1984:17-18, 1985:98.99). More recenly, Fitzhugh (2006:51-54)
Unfortunately
and overlap in description of artifacts.
hallmarks

Jrador Archaic

The

habitation i,




potential flaws inherent n culure historic schermes

developed.
This
Labrador
1978). Furh
al
Labrador
. primary. Labrador

ert (Fizhugh 2006), He

2006).




L Island compl . and the Ratter’s
Bight complex. Additionall,
1975,

concerning Hound's Pond it will nt be discussed here.

brador. Despit the

i
“The Sandy

Tools (Fitzhugh 1978:69). In addi
producton. 1978:69 but poorh




(Fitzhugh 1978:69, 89). The lthic use represented at Sandy Cove st tends oward

materials for speific tools

Jeaf shaped, id flake kn

such as end scrapers helps o distinguish his complex.

The

The




s more apparent.

1968 a0d
1969 (Fitzhugh 197
Labrador brador Archi
e in Hamsillon Tnlt,

region.

the complete
During the
Ramah chert,

Sandy Ce i

1978:70

k o po

(Fitzhugh 1975). Conversely,the adopiion of flking and grinding in the production of



1978:70), Other

(Fizhugh 1985:89). Many sources have becn suggestd for this soapstone ranging.
‘scographicaly from Hopedsle to New England (Fitzhugh 1978:70)

exaggerated. Forexample, we could view the use of Ramah chert s  continuaion of a

‘ove populaton

specific raw material used.

nifacal point, ke points and micro points (Fitzhugh 1975:130). These poinis are

extremely similar to the Sandy Cove complex points and, sav for material of

leaf-

shaped bifaces and chipped rectangulas adzes (Ftzhugh 1978:70). The ground sate




1975).

from the Sandy C;

(Changes o cental Labrador coast Archaic complexes can terefore b explained

of the whol. Rater'
lar culture
exes, which iffer

“The Gull The Whale Iskand

i Nain (Fitzhugh 1975:72). This

" the high elvatio o complete

1978:72),

Scparates the Whale Istand complex from the later Raters Bight complex. There was



B,

1978:72),

ompl Unfortnately,

tributesthat might be preseat if more st were excavated. Tis leads o the

developing from older cultral traditions.

evidence tha suggests that they share much.




1978:72).

common, with some found at all Naksak stes (Fitzhugh 1978:73). The ground

1978:72).
quartz wedy
1978:77).
[t 1978). The
s and
whtstones

while the betier




interpretaton of ultural contiiy.
2.5 Conclusion and Summary
b, Fjord (Penr
2006).
ideology. . nis
e,

reinventing s with cach move 0 2 new region

orh




Jturl change.. I

‘maintained longstanding cultural raditions from thei very origin.

inside theircultral world view.



Chapter Three: Theory

Tosolve

descriptons,




T
have been understood by the people who occupied them.
 and thatthese
“embodied”
1999)
Phenomenol

(Knapp and Ashimore 1999:15-17, 20).In th L

s intraction

individuals’ineracton with both cultural and patural environmens may belp.



interpetaion ofindividul sits to 8 wider cultral understanding,

3.1 Theoretical Framework

(Tilley 1994,

1996, 20045,

points of intraction between human consciousness and the world. Futher, Merleau-

Tilley (20048:3) Following this,

i




%
3.2 Archaeological Application
2005: 46-47). 1994 book * 3
Places, -

203-204), Tilley

Stone, Explorations n Landscape Phenomenology” (2004s)

ley “ Places,

devaid of meaning i imbued with it through human interaction. Tiley (1994: 7-11)

a

removed the landscape from the bserver (Tilley 1994, 2004b).In Tilly's view

identified

Thus,

). Tilley advoates




(Tilley 2004a: 1),

I "

perspective lead

same manner,Insead of investgating places through reading or study, Tilly suggests

“bodily

perspective” (Tiley 1994, 1996, 2004). In this mane, curent iteractions with

(Brock 2005: 48).

3.2.1 Modified Archacological Application
In Watson (2001) we s th true value of phenomenological studics. Watson's




x
Instead, Watson
videncs
2001:297),
Watson
techniques.
! i
The Labrador
Archaic wed, e
Lor
roofed. Nollak Cove |
$
n




larger periods. The
would have been.
It Labrador
3.3 Interpretative Approach
"
brador Archaic.




indi
aditon in Labrador, Specfically,
Iife. This paper
o
peapl.
individual.
Archaic culture.
population throughaut the occupation.
B The

dentifsble




@il life. u "
Labrad ficall
“This arival
food
3.4 summary




“There are clearly pitfll asociated with the archacological us of




Chapter Four: Methodology

4.1 previous Research

Provincial

structures identifed by Fitzhugh (1985).

populations (Hutchings 2006 Tables 1.7), The st of Nullak Cove was fist occupied

from strcture 15,

exclusively.




Diffe

(Table 1; Figure 2, older tool forms such a arge bifsces, bi-poinis, nd few, i any.

micropaints. fructy
102006 (Hutchings.

Vouse # | Ramah | Other | Tt | siteArea
16 s 1
1 O 2
2 ) 2
5 » 2
4 “ 3

1 m )
15 2
s 10
3 3
1 1
1 2
w1 1
15 | 6 7
FE 1 s s




612345780025

Feare 1 Prntage ofRamah chet o rom s

o hapier Five, sructures

2006 hypothesis (Clark and Fitzhugh 1992).

4.2 Regional Investigation
The fi n

wor. | began by mapping

g 3

claims that Nullisk Cove existed because

These results led me 10 two conclusions:






quary.

explain the sie's development. Nulliak Cove contained a east 27 eported Labrador

chronology ofthe st

features. While not impossible o overcome, it did further delayed work. With limited




Cove possble.



Chapter Five:
5.1 Introduction:
“This chapter
“This anal ed
Chapter Fe

Archaic populations during that time (Hutchings 2006).

demonstrate the changes that took place during th occupation of thesite. The ollowing

from the various structures, including width nd length, while Table 3 provides a st

detaling the presence o absence of featues within each siructure.

The orderin

their discovery.

struc was unable to s 1. The order




reference). The atribute headings cnsble comparisons between house feature and house:

sirctures. is provided,but "
is ot uniform for sl structures. The presentaion here is meant o descrbe the various

data collected concemning each house featue, and to show that thre are observable

asons for Only by can

the hisory of the site be consiruc
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5.2 Clustering the Structures.

a@ Belowis the

5.2.1 Structures 10-14

) structures 10-

e surface. Heavy sod covr i this area made th identifcaton of other wals ifficul.

Neverhel 1014

m),
i Furthe w0
caches. Ho

dentifcation of smaler featres.



Fire . igh et bech s, sracors .1 rgh.




5.2.2 Structures 2-4

Asecond clea 4,

the outlet for Nullik Pond (Figure ).

. .,
ity

. oammste
Structure 2

[rTr—

3and material use

and house size. This orginal hypothesi scems o be supported by the outcome of the




5.2.3 Clusters and Landscape Change

castemn edge of i

placement,orientation and associations between sructures

5.3 Structure 15.

Stnucture 3

5.3.1 Construction and Features



Exposed
1985) did ot
was unable o locate any other than th two internal examples.
5.3.2 Location and Elevation
Structure
3. 1510 be the only.
This
sieture,
1014, o Land

5.3.3 Interpretation

Structur 1 i unique in that tlacks many ofthe expected hallmarks of the

Nothi

ogh




personl nature

5.4. Structures of Cluster10-14
Structure 11 (Figure 7) was excavated in the 19805, making it the most asily

Structre 10, has

ot been excavated which made it hader o locate and analyze. Structure 12 sitated in

heavy sod,

i i n

13,and 14,

have been dentified through elevation readings.

5.4.1 Construction and Features

structure 1's

the entire length o sructure. As you walk through structure 11 you can feelthe



likely afier the

101s located has

which

structures.
the stuctur, The function f this featur i unknown, butthere ar other examplesof this
feature type associated with structures 0 the west o he site.

Structue 12 is marked by only a singleline of rock s visible through the

30m by 3m depression that indicaes that there was  srueture. Structure 12 bas

depressed There

appears o be some averlap with the external walls of sructure 1. Mostlkel, the

sircture 11,

divisions.



relatd tothe excavation ofsructure 11, Fitzhugh (1985: Figure 2) indicses two

additonal sructures in this aes,siuctures 13 and 141 was unabe to find any evidence

mapped. The levation revealed the presence of  long depression simila n shape to
structure 12 which i Tikely siructure 13. It overlaps lighty with the west wall of

2. Structue 14 remained clusive, but the thick vegetaion n this arca may have

camouflaged the featur, However, inthe arca in which Fitzhugh (1983) loated sructure



5
1,
extensive lithic debitage.
5.4.2 Interpretation
10-14 cluster.
but ok
I
which would

Steele 2003).

5.5. Structure 9

and has o unique constrction an orientation (Table 3 and 4). Addiionaly, it was

cache features. Even though strcture 9 s located witin 15 meters ofthe 10-14 luster it

difers sgnificantly enough to justiy separae consideration




5.5.1 Construction and Features

likethat seen in

strcture 1

‘Structure 10-14 custr, Raher,

the wall

evidence of extemal storage atthe caster end of the site. Unfortunately, the scattered

5.5.2 Elevation, Location and Orientation.

10-14 cluster.

castiwest, he

smaller beach ridge tha the 10-14 clustr (Figore 3).

5.5.3 Interpretation.

distance and elevation from Nulisk Pond seen n the structure 10-14 cluser. This

location.



006:33, Table 5).

interprting srucure § diffcul.

P 10 Strciure § mdSrctre 1.

5.6.1 Construction and Features.
"




into the oil,

Instead,large
10-14 clster.

Nullak Cove. First,

in strocure 15, H Inthe

and resemble a Dorset box hearth.

based on lichen growth

‘ove despite s

Vand
sructure 17, Burial mound 1, which was excavated in the late 19705 (Fitzhugh 1984,
198




sructure 17, Siructure 17 i more typical ofthe siructures at Nullak Cove but ies at

e 10 metes awy.
5.6.2 Taphonomic elements
b

room divisons, which are unclar in the undisturbed potion of the strucure. This could

mullple years of excavation as th stucture was investigated

was
nof §
which may be due tothis post depositonal process.
5.6.3 Elevation, Location and Orientation
This
The




‘ cobble beach

5,64 Artfocts

.

During the excavatons of siructure § and sructure 11 (Fizhugh 1983),  variety of

5,65 Interpretation




the Labrador.

5.7 Structure 17

Structure 17 i located dircely o the south of struture § o the same area ofthe

beach (Figure ). This longhouse is demarcated by s high rock wall,substantal ithic

Feare 1. Strctare 17, Strcure  nd b e,

5.7.1 Construction and Features

ueton techniques. 17a he

snuctures 3 I Nullisk Cove

{he consructon technique uscd inthe structure 10-14 cluste, whercby material is moved

in alls. As wel s bedrock,




stones up o The
sections.
n,
s 1014
smaller stones.
form.
but strcture 17 marks the most.

(Hutchings 2006).

5.7.2 Elevation, Location and Orientation
"

7

(Figure3). 1044

cluster, structure 17 was similaly sitated in elation 0 the dge of th current pond



6l
limits.
Pond (Fizhugh
19841 1, s
5.7.3 Artifocts
As structure 17 was only located in 2008, o arifuct collection existed when the
2008, Rathr,
structure.
i " bute
diagnosics.
Ovel while sbundant,
1984:16), but formal collection may resole thisintime.
5.7.4 Interpretation
i for example
s tech




i ol o

@

1014 cluster,

form and construction over thelmitd area of Nullak Cove.

5.8 Structure 7

constructon. 7is

s similar i location and orentation o strucure 17,

5.8.1 Construction

Structure

Structure o

15, nstead, st fihe

uter perimeter wall dtermined before construction.

Stnucture i




the evolving use of onghouses at Nullak Cove.

Pl 3 Srctre bt ot st

Problems inestablishin the perimeter of structure 7 caused further issucs.

Structure

17, Insead,

anly
end of the sructure
Structure 7, ke other structures from the eastern end ofthe st has o clearly

associnied he




This e

bearth. hape, 2m x

inth vicnity may have erased some examples.

5.8.2 Location, Elevation and Orientation
Structure

and 12), Likestrcture 17, the long-axis ofsructure 7 i oriented along an alost perfect

northeast.southwst line. This would suggestthat both sructures 7 and 17 would have

discussed above, H Tand 17

Structure . i

feature association of structure 7.

5.8.3 Taphonomy
Structure

matrix,




5.8.4 Interpretation
Stnucture

As such,

variety of 7

1044

cluster) at igher clevations.

and storage
Iocatd at the narowest point n the barachais nearstucture 7 (Fitzhugh 1985: Figure ).

uding cach wallsofan

Infa

location. beach




3
e

populations,

Structure 5
Structur §is ane of the smallr structures at Nullak Cove (Table 3 and Figure
1),
Jact example

and its




Feure 13, Strcars§ nd . Coche s red-

5.9.1 Construction

iameter




constructon. Despite this there re distinet cross-walls constucte from arger rocks

within the strcture that divide the depressed loor,

(Park 2005),

unkaown, Fin,

extemal walls would result n this deeper loor. Second, the lower segment f the floor

used for storage

However,

1) 15 smaller emin




5.9.2 Location, Orientation and Elevation.
“The location and orientation o thi strucure s determined by the shape of the

Stnuetre s located of the sharply

Sloping edge ofhis ridge, and lkely positoned 10 take advantage of access 10 the ocean
making it an ideal location to land boat. The location also allows good visibily ofthe

open ocean

Despite the facttha structure s located at a simila cevation and in close:

1o not beleve that they e

proximity to P
same period. The prescnce of Palco-cskimo sructures at elevations equal to that of

Sructure 5 orhigher levation than that ofthe Labrador Archai structure 6 cxample




Labrador Archaic and Pre-Dorset struturesare discussed below

5.10. Structure 6
Despit the rather amorphous nature o this sructure (Figure 13) the large

complicated by islocation on a cobble beach terace.

5.10.1 Construction and Features

diameter. Tand 1

was wider,

Inthe

Hbled

dditionally, tis oo lookslike it has bee

No other

o prepare intemal space.




2008)

butthe
Soutbern wall.
streture.
s,
house ke poststands,
5.10.2 Location, Elevation and Orientation
I Tocated

meters below Pre-Dorset sructures located 40m 0 the norh.  As Table 3 shows, the




and 17 are all

xists betsecen the sructures located at the casten and wester limits of the site. The

the the site

(well over a kilometer) i les than two meters.

5.103 Artifacts

The lithic assemblage rom stucture 6 contained  high percentage of Ramah

was  later Labrador Archa Unf 12008 n0




Core.

5.10.4 Associated features

cultures as a number of features do ot appear o be of Labrador Archaic rigin. The arca

South that ikely represents i Thale activiy.

Though

the pred



Labrador Archaic retum to Nullak aftr  periodof sbandonment.

5,105 Interpretation

asa whole
L Furthermare,
with retun at a laer date.
However,
Rt
the Late Labrador Insead,




secnin structure 15, There may be a diffrent organizational tactc at play which

widely spaced,

epresented by sructure 6 evidence of a swich i Labrador Archaic us of the st. The

 message o the new arivals.

511 Structure 24 cluster

universal us of Ramah chert an toolasserblage (Hutchings 2006). For he reasons

individual aspects of one of the strucures.

5.11.1 Construction.

“The constrction of structure 2 differs from that of siuctures 3 and 4. The walls o

Furthermore, the wals become indistnet towardthe ends of thestrctur.

paved.



room divisions,

and the walls contine past the festure.

Ina way this

Itmay b that

caches were located i placs near esource extraction.

Structure 3 was located on top of a sand/gravel deposit ather than the cobble

beach,

1o that located in strucure 2,

divisons. However, there was a central segment, i
id5). There s also one:




midine ofthe floor

Extermally,

‘Nullsk Cove. The entre stucture was demarcated by stones greatr than 60cm in

{han the other, There ar scatered pavig rocks outside of this e defnite wall, which

much disturbed by caribou tails and sheet wash,



5.11.2 Location, elevation orientation

Structure 2 i stuatd o fow terain between two ridges that are half a me

higher than the center of the struture. The strucure is 15-20m away from the odge o the

beach errace tothe south, which s extremely sicep and rocky making bost landings

difficul Sructure 2 s situated the arthest away from Nullak Pond, i it was consiructed

inteior bay this may ¢

Structure 3 i stuated in a imilar manner o sructure 2, alow spotbetween

and. p any view The

Im. Wall stones are




placed directly onto the beach sand. The orientation of structure 3 may ave been

detrmined by the orentation ofthe hollows themselves

with undultions

inland Nulliak Pond instead of the open occan.

5.11.3 Iterpretation.

weresiuated.



5.12. Structure 16.

F
i
i

16is

segment o

(Figure |




. il continue

3

and 4) o reflecthis change.

5.12.1 Construction and Features
Structure 16 had wall 1 -1.5m in widih which were consructed of sones ess
ISt ofthe

structure 16b start to become indistnct du to heavy ground cover.

Both structure 164 and 16b are situated on sandy gravel, and there was no close source of

uscable stone.

of this area.

“The second longhouse (16b) ulimately terminats n the south, where the sandy.

Fortunateh

pa
longhouse. The most convincing clement i the lozenge shaped end. Opposite this,in

),

16, 166,




2
d sattered.
oulet of Nullak Pond.
Toem
Segment of wall, while th second one stands ust behind the wall, but i possibly
atached.
atached featues.
5.12.2 Location, rientation and elevation
162
retchi whilethe
more morphous 16b s betwen 25 and 30m. Structure 168 and b arethe clearest
Toaghou e
wester s I
additon, the
st 3 A clustr,
The

with il ground cover.



5.12.3 Interpretation

towand communal food and work sharing.

5.13 Conclusion

appear to un couner o the expected patter, These ar significant because they
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