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humanity around the globe (Thoreau 602). The story, in part, ¢ s with things
taken out of context. McEwan is an occidental who has retreat ~ to the East, and
who has chosen to live his life in 1est ho s, wading around in “a pool in a
stream of temporary faces” (47). His story is one of someone a iding context and
of the ways in which the distance between where a person’s story begins and ends
has shaped its trajectory. When his friends bc "n to talk about “happy endings,”
McEwan “tries to think of a few moments like that that he may ive had, but he
feels that this is definitely the wrong road to be on,” and so, to dispel this fear he
cracks a joke (58).

When he is asked about his original home, it never gets  entioned fully by
name, yet the past always finc ways to assert itself. He is an American with a
Scottish name and the “Mc” (or “son of™”) stamps him witha h ory, whether he
likes it or not. As I’m talkii about his name here, this would | obably be the point
where I could mention that “McEwan” is thought to mean “bc  of yew”--a yew
being a variety of tree which hasn  y leaves but the males of that particular
species do not bear fruit (Sims 102).

The story was meant to almost overflow with cause and effect, to establish
rhythm, an ebb and flow that is constantly interrupted or accented by accidental
patterns or, at least, patterns that are an expression of things tl  are so basic that
they go unnoticed or are ignored--the sound of shoe “slappii  down the stone
steps,” another unidentified sound acting under the same rules as rock when it

suddenly comes into contact with water:
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but this is just my anxiety talkit again and, if you believe Bart' s, my saying this

doesn’t matter either, but I can’t help it. Ghosts love to underline things.


















