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[Ulnless 1 ‘rature is instinct with high moral principles it will be a curse rather

than a blessing. It is a literature loyal to Methodism and to truth that we wish

to develop- a literature that shall unfold our principles, defend our doctrines

and illustrate our polity.*’

Stories for Withrow and for Bond that did not follow this agenda would not have been
accepted or printed in a national or local Methodist magazine.

In this esis, I will offer a literary analysis of Bond’s work, and draw on Heiler's
phenomenology « prayer and explore conversion as well as the religious psychology of
his characters and their historical context. The variety of methodologies being used
corresponds to the methodologic . pl sm prevalent in religious studies. It aims at
providing a fuller nderstandii  of the . Hries and of bringing to light the historical

consequences and desired human im'  :t of Methodist theology portrayed in Bond’s

fiction.

 Ibid., 77.
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and husbands. The spiritual burdens of the family almost exclusively fall to the women,
as men are often the individuals that are in need of prayer.

Prayer is a central idea presented in Bond’s fiction, and s repetition within his
work intensifies the Methodist practi d theology that are being conveyed. It is
through the repetition of themes that : didactic intent of Bond can be realized. Not only
is the general theme of prayer repeated constantly throughout his work, but also the form
and content of the prayer that he portrays are consistent and have exemplary function. He
deals only with free prayer in his texts that revolve around either the saving of lives or the
prayer needed in e conversion of indi luals. The repet Hn is meant to emphasize the
theme of prayer to the reader. A general reader of the narratives could easily identify with
the characters in Bond’s fiction was ven the needed advice for his or her own
prayer. The emotionality of the c] -act  is meant to resonate with the reader, provide
some type of emotional stimuli  and communicate and explain the Methodist teaching

on prayer, as Bond saw it.
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redundancy. Additional themes p  ented in the stories complement Methodist theology
and ethos so that comprehensive idea of Methodism is included in the literature. Bond
offers readers religious guidan ter conversion so that not only prayer, conversion, and
revival occur in his stories buta » tenr rance and Sabbath observance are presented as
ideals and dicators of peoples’ change lives. Repetition is also common in the story
cycle and helps to link one story to ano r. Withrow’s article in the Canadian Methodist
Magazine points out the purpose of the fiction being published. While it had to entertain
the reader, the most important aspect of such fiction was to convey Methodist ideas and

ideals to the public.


























































