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Abstract

This thesis considers the European ceramic and tobacco pipe assemblages from
the nineteenth-century Inuit winter village site of Kongu (IgCv-7) on Nachvak Fiord in
norther _abrador. Though the inhabitants of Kongu resided in a remote northern
commu 'y, they were active participants in the northern trade networks during tl
contact period. Through analysis and interpretation of the ceramic and tobacco pipe
assemblages from Kongu, and application of a post-colonial theoretical framewor  this
thesis seeks to investigate the effects of European contact on traditional northern it
communities.
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Chapter 1: Scope of thesis and outline of key concepts

... The people from Nachvak now oppose the truth the most. One man said thatt v
knew the same things of their Torngak, which we told about Jesus...Upon this, tI man
cut the conversation short, by saying, laughingly, that they had heard enough of' s h
matters, and would like to see some of our European articles.

-Br. F. Erdman, Hebron 1859 (PA Volume XXIII: 300)

This thesis concerns the ceramics and kaolin tobacco pipe assemblages fro 1 the
Inuit site of Kongu (1gCv-7), Nachvak Fiord, northern Labrador. The late eighteenth to
mid-nineteenth century saw the Labrador Inuit move from sporadic contact with = iting
Europeans to full-scale colonization through the inception of the Moravian missions that
dotted the Labrador coastline. The Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) also entrenched
permanent trading posts in northern Labrador during this period.
While various regions of Labrador were under the direct administration of ¢
Moravian missions, Kongu and other northern Inuit settlements were unique due to their
sographic remoteness from the missions and other permanent trading posts. This
remoteness allowed for the inhabitants of Kongu to manage the flow of European
aterials into their households — thus retaining autonomy  the specific types and
quantities of European ods that were incorporated at the household level. The material
culture from this site is thus representative of a complex trade relationship. Further
analysis of the ceramics and tobacco pipes from Kongu can indicate how the Inuit chose
to incorporate European goods into their existing material culture.
The contact cra in Labrador represents a period of change and experimentation in

material culture and identity for the Inuit. The Kongu archaeological assemblage




documents this particular dynamic moment. As a result of contact, new rules

negotiated, novel material culture fc s adopted, and identity became mutable. During

contact between any cultures, rules were broken, created, modified, or further entrenched.

This study specifically seeks to use the ceramic and tobacco pipe assemblages as
conduit to exploring these wider changes wrought through culture contact on the
Labrador coast. Analysis of the material culture provides the physical evidence of what

aspects of contact meant to the Inuit of Kongu.

This study also seeks to disentangle what “European™ identity meant to the Inuit.

Was it a threat, curiosity, an asset or liability, or a blend of all? Inuit behaviours were

modified to incorporate European behaviours such as tea drinking and smoking tobacco.

What might these imports have represented in the Inuit household? Why were these
particular forms of European behaviours adopted? And more importantly, do they
represent change to the Inuit identity or a continuity of [nuit ways?

The material culture from Kongu is representative of a culture in contact. The
scope of this study only focuses on the ceramics and tobacco pipes in the archaeological
assembli : from Kongu. Two layers of evidence are available when examining the
contact relationship: historic documentation and the archaeological record. The historic
documentation provides the European view of the relationship; the archaeological
evidence can give voice to the Inuit perspective.

The methods used to explore the specific research questions outlined abor
include identifying, quantifying and assessing the ceramic and kaolin tobacco pipe
assemblages excavated from the site of Kongu. Ceramic analysis in this study inc  des:

initial identification of ce  nic types and forms, incorporation of contemporancous

S




northern Inuit ¢ 1mic and tobacco pipe assemblages, identification of decorative

patterns, and application of South’s (1977) Mean Ceramic Formula. Miller’s (1980;
1991) Ceramic Index Values were also calculated for the assemblages. Kaolin tobacco
pipe analysis includes application of Harrington’s bore diameter formula (1954), as well
as Binford (1962) and Hanson’s (1969) modified formulas. Identifiable manufacturers
were also incorporated into the study where possible.

Further analysis includes invest™~~tion of the contact relationship involvit  the
Inuit of Kongu, the Moravians to the south, and the HBC to the west. Both the Moravians
and HBC posts have left a wealth of archival resources in regards to the contact period
and colonization of the Labrador coast. Through analysis of the archaeological record,
something of the Inuit perspective on contact and colonialism can be discerned. What the
contact period meant for the inhabitants of northern Labrador can be disentangled 1rough

an understanding of the ceramic and tobacco pipe assemblages at Kongu.



Chapter 2: Project objectives
2.1 Explicit questions and test implications

This the i seeks to review the effects of the contact relationship on a
geographically remote Inuit winter settlement in northern Labrador through analy s of
aspects of the material culture record — specifically ceramics and kaolin tobacco | Hes.
The ceramic and tobacco aspects of the material culture assemblage are used to explore
the complex and entangled nature of this relationship. Specific questions this study seeks
to explore include:

1. What types of ceramics and tobacco pipes were incorporated into the northern
Inuit household?

2. Why mi; tthese particular types of items have been adopted?

3. Does the inclusion of European materials such as ceramics and tobaccop s
signify cultural change?

4. Can the European goods be traced to a particular trade source? (¢, Moravian
missions, Hudson’s Bay Company). If so, docs this rclationship signify anything
about contact relationships on the northern Labrador coast?

Although geographically remote, the inhabitants of Kongu incorporated a stunning
and colourful array of ceramics into their everyday lives. The ceramics certainly served
in the practical purpose of food service, but also reflect aesthetic interests. Fragments of
a variety of tobacco pipes indicate a great fondness for tobacco smoking.

While both ceramics and tobacco pipes can be seen as foreign imports into the
northern Inuit he  sehold, they can also be understood as symbols of cultural continuity.
While ceramics are certainly a novel material in the Inuit household, they can represent
both continuity in physical form (e.g., hollowware versus flatware) as well as in social

implication (e.g., the social, communal ritual of tea). Tobacco was a novel import with

no prior cultural equivalent for the Inuit. But tobacco and the act of smoking can be







Within the field of postcolonial theory, it is useful to define certain terminological
conventions. Colonialism, in its simplest sense, can be defined as the processac | or
nation-state utilizes to control territory and indigenous peoples beyond its own
geographical boundaries. Sill  an (2005: 59) specifies that 2 colonial process| . two
defining properties, and these both relate to two incarnations of power- the power
presented by the foreign colonial power, and the power inherent in the resistant
population:

) atten ted domination by a colonial/settler population based on percep s
and actions of inequality, racism, oppression, labor control, economic
marginalization, and dispossession

2) of resistance, acquiescence, and living through these by indigenous pe le
who never permit these processes to become final and complete and who
frequently retain or  nake identities and traditions

The contact relationship, on the other hand, is one that is defined by direct or ind1  :t
contact of varied social units who do not share the same identity (Schortman and Urban
1998). The contact period generally consists of short-term encounters based on  change
— what Silliman refers to as a, .. .short-duration collision of distinct cultures™ (2005: 59).
This distinction between contact and colonialism is critical for understanding the nature
of the material culture from Kongu (IgCv-7).

. e archaeological assemblage from Kongu can be interpreted as an intriguing
counter to the colonial circumstances on the more southerly regions of the Labrador coast.
The Inuit were directly affected by colonial enterprises such as the Moravian missions
that dot the coast, but Nachvak Fiord was geographically out-of-bounds for most

individuals other than the Inuit until the mid-nineteenth century. Thustl Inuit that lived

at Kongu did so with the express knowledge that they would have some isolation and




primary control over the contact relationship — whether it be with the Moravians to the

south, the Hudson’s Bay Company to the east, or [nuit middlemen who traded their wares
from various directions.

This geographic distance provides an important context for understanding culture
contact and colonialism in Labrador. Geographically, Labrador can be understoc o be
under colonial administrative control in the more southerly regions, while it was subject
to only sporadic contact to the north. While this seems like a pedantic argument
involving terminology — “contact” versus “colonial” relations (for more in-depth review
see Silliman 2005) archaeologically, this gives us a potentially quite complex and
consequential archaeological assemblage. [f the north was geographically out-of-bounds
for permanent colonial enterprise, the Inuit had the distinct advantage of negotia  ; the
contact relationship on their own terms. European culture was not simply adopted
wholesale. The Inuit imported very particular aspects of European culture into their
traditional households — at their own discretion. The inhabitants of Kongu enjoyed a
significant degree of control over the forms of material culture imported into their
community (see so Loring 1998).

Material culture studies also heavily influence the theoretical bacl * Hp of " is
research (Appadurai 1986; Carroll 1999; Hodder and Hutson 2003; Meskell 2005; Miller
1987; Rausing 1998; Silliman 2005). According to Silliman (2005), in addition to
gleaning important information on the particular use and function characteristics of
objects, material culture analysis incorporates social meaning and status. Material culture
is significant for archaeologists; not only is it the foundation of our discipline, it is also an

active participant in constituting culture — both past and present (Silliman 2005).  aterial



culture 1s complex due to the fact that it may represent not only iconic elements of

M e

cultural identity (e.g. “English” or ““European”, “native” or “Inuit’’) but can also
simultaneously represent a medium that contests that very essentialism.

For Silliman (2005), material culture represents not only simple, physical forms or
objects, but also can be defined through its use and negotiated meaning — what A adurai
(1986) refers to as the social life of things. For Miller (1987) this means that the  efact
exists on a variety of interpretive levels. The first level considers the object as a concrete,
physical form only independent of projected meaning. The artefact can also bea idge
between the mer 1l and physical worlds — between subjective and objective, conscious
and unconscious. Miller (1987) also contends that using an artefact or object as ¢ /mbol
does not detract from its significance as a tool or worked material. All levels of
interpretation can co-exist in harmony.

According to Rausing (1998: 190), material objects do not fall into invariant
classifications; they are subject to (re)contextualization and appropriation within
particular historic trajectories and ideologies. This means that objects have no
essentialized meaning; hence ‘obal economies do not control the meaning of things.
Rausing (1998) views the material object with preference of context, or multi-scalar
meaning over essentialism. While archaeologists can use artefacts in contextual study,
material culture analysis allows for integration of both contextual and interpretive
theoretical frameworks (Meskell 2005). This not only allows the archaeologist to
interpret artefacts in relation to particular site or culture, it also allows for variety of
theoretical frameworks to come into play. In the case of contact, this allows for eater

flexibility in interpreting the potential hybrid nature of material culture and artefacts.






accept the object and its corresponding attributes, accept it and ignore the corresponding
attributes, or lastly accept the object and some of the attributes and create new ones — thus
creating the hybrid form.

It is with Miller (1987) in mind that Bourdieu’s (1990; 2005) notion of the doxa is
also introduced as an interpretive framework for this study. For Bourdieu (1990: 3), the
doxa represents common or practical sense — unconscious beliefs and values instilled and
followed in ones lifetime. Ceramics and tobacco pipes can represent ditferent things to
different cultures. For the European or English consumer, they represent an orthodox and
established syml | of civilized society. But for the Inuit, they may be interpreted 1a
vastly different, or heterodoxic, fashion. It is the mingling of agency and doxa th  makes
it a valuable interpretive framework for this study.

The agents involved in creating the social sphere are competent creators a
manipulators of their social/symbolic world — and individual agents, or groups of agents,
may see fit to re-interpret and re-order their social/symbolic order (Hodder and Hi  .on
2003: 31). For Dobres and Robb (2000: 8), defining agency as a concept includes
consideration of these four general principles:

1. the material conditions of social life, simultaneously constraining and enal ng
influence of social, symbolic and material structures and institutions, habit tions
and belie

2. motivations and actions of agents

the dialectic of structure and agency

4. agency as socially significant quality of action, rather than being reduciblc
merely action itself

(o8}




But Dobres and Robb (2000) :  also quick to remark that agency, as a concept is multi-

scalar, labile, contradictory, and eclectic; presenting us with potentially ricate and
tricky framework for interpretation.

When agents invest an object with meaning, or (re)interpret and (re)contextualize
an object, they are generating what Thomas (1991, 2000) refers to as an “entangled”
object. For Thomas, the artefact is not merely an object; it is powerful, capable and
potentially mutable in the act of recontextualization. Objects should never be und tood
to embody “...pure or original templates or intentions” (Thomas 1991: 28). While some
would argue that this interpretation of objects is simply a matter of degree, such
exploration of deeper potential meaning and material culture is integral to this type of
study.

Objects and artefacts that are appropriated from contact or colonial encounters
often represent more challenging representations than mere symbols of acculturation; they
can in fact represent subversive mimicry and direct challenges to westernization.
Innovative trans-cultural artefacts can in fact represent the disruption of nc  ative
cultural boundaries (Thomas 2000: 199). The appropriation of other cultural objects does
not invariably signify acculturation or the death of a culture. Entangled objects and
meanings represent the emergence of hybrid cultural forms.

For Homi Bhabha (1994), hybrid forms reflect both subversions and
reformulations of the dominant colonial culture, as well as colonial versions and
reproductions of indig 1us featu . Hybrid identity in this sen:  :ntails a certain
freedom, a fluidity of identity. More significantly, this new form or eme-~>nt ide1 1ty is

endemic to both the colonized and the colonizer. Cultural identity works as though 1t




were a permeable membrane — a two-way transference of meaning and cultural forms.

Each group — whether they be Inuit, Moravian, or HBC traders — have the capabil /to
either navigate or contest the relationship within their own culturally appropriate and
specified terms.

With respect to ceramic and kaolin tobacco pipe assemblages from Kongu, there
is a dataset that gives us infc  ation on: form; function; dating of the site through
typological seriation; possible trade relationships; and possible status differentiati
between households. But it is not only an assemblage of historic material. We al have
a dataset that comes from a very isolated, contact relationship.

The archaeological record provides a distinct narrative of objects of Euro; n
manufacture that were incorporated into northern Inuit households. Ceramics and
tobacco pipes, tea and smoking practices, were adopted by the Inuit of Kongu for very
particular reasons. [t represents an assemblage in which traditior  Inuit forms occur in
novel material (e.g., ceramic hollowwares vs. wood or skin hollowwares) and the
perpetuation of core Inuit social behaviours (tea drinking and tobacco smoking as
communal activities). . ..e incorporation of ceramics and tobacco pipes does not
necessarily indicate acculturation, or a loss of “Inuitness”; it implies the emergence of
new, hybrid practices of consumption and social performance that may have broa

ramifications.







the geographic locale. According to Environment Canada (2006), average Labrador
winter temperatures range from -10°C to -15°C in January with occasional fluctuations
due to warm Atlantic air. Summer sees averagc temperatures of 8°C to 15°C in July due
to the eftects of the Labrador c it. These fluctuations in temperature vary with the
prevailing winds, air and sea currents, as well as the presence of pack ice and icebergs in
the region (Environment Canada 2006).

The Neoeskimo occupation of the Labrador coast co-incided with the Neo-Boreal
period of climate change (1550-1850). During this period, otherwisc referred to as the
“Little Ice Age™, great variation in climate occurred. D’Arrigo et al. (2003) used
dendrochronology to further study this period of Labrador climate change, and the results
showed great fluctuations in temperature. A pattern of cooling and warming eme  :d.
The seventeenth and early eighteenth century saw cooling trends, while the mid to late
eighteenth saw temperatures increase. The early nineteenth century saw a drastic cooling
period and included the coldest sun  rrecorded in [816-1817. This cooling was
directly caused by a volcanic eruption (D’ Arrigo et al. 2003: 224). The mid-nineteenth
century again experienced a warming rebound.

This period of drastic climate fluctuation has been interpreted as having ~-eat
influence on later Inuit subsistence and settlement patterns (Brice-Bennett 1981; D Arrigo
et al. 2003). All of these authors interp  the climate change as directly affecting e
Inuit seasonal round in the nineteenth century. Fluctuations in sea ice conditions radically
affected the Inuit ability to hunt large sea mammals. Climate change has also bec
interpreted as one of the possible  1sons for the Inuit adoption of a mixed economy in

the nineteenth century. Inuit diet likely shifted focus from large marine mammals to




caribou and fish (Kaplan 1983). A more mixed economy also incorporated a var y of
traditional, European-favoured and introduced foods and materials (Brice-Bennett 1981:
472).

Geographically, Nachvak Fiord is nestled within the Tort 1t mountain range.
Branching into two arms in the western part of the fiord, rivers and brooks fteed the fiord
from the more interior regions. The site of archaeological interest for this study is 1¢
contact era site of Kongu (IgCv-7) located at bearing N 59° 03' 52" W 63° 38' 01". As
part of the wider, on-going Nachvak Archaeology Project, Whitridge is also currently
investigating the Thule winter site of Nachvak Village (IgCx-3) nestled on a terrace in the
inner fiord at N 59° 04' 16" W 63° 53' 24" (Whitridge 2004).

Nachvak Fiord provided a wealth of marine and terrestrial mammals as well as a
polynia — an opening in the ice at the junction of Tallek and Tasiuyak Arms (across from
the Thule site of 1gCx-3). This would have allowed for year-round access to sea
mammals and provided a rich hunting ground. Bowhead whales were knownto{ juent
the region, as did walrus, bearded, harp and ringed seals, polar bears, and caribou (Kaplan
1983: 136; Taylor 1974). Thus the region provided a more than adequate supply of fresh
and seasonal provisions for its Thule and Inuit inhabitants.

3.2 Prehistoric colol * 1tion of the region

The Inuit were not the only inhabitants to colonize the region of Labrador 1d
exploit its resources. While the origin of the Labrador Inuit can be found in the T 1le
m’  ation into the Central Arctic r on during the twelfth century (the ecastern-m’™  ating

ancestors of the Birnirk culture of Alaska), Labrador was also colonized by a variety of




cultures over the millennia. The following provides a simplified and abbreviated version
of culture chronology and col tion of the Labrador region.

The first inhabitants of the region to be discerned in the archaeological record
were seen in the far south of Labrador — in the Strait of Belle Isle region. This region was
home to a group referred to as the Maritime Archaic (8000-3500 BP). Character: cally,
their toolkit consisted of stemmed points, ground stone, and an elaborate bone and antler
industry and they had a rich funerary tradition. M: ime Archaic archaeological sites
have been discerned further north up the Labrador coast as well - in the regions ot Saglek
and Ramah Bay - and Fitzhi 1 posits that they may have colonized as far as Killinek
(Fitzhugh 1977).

Next to colonize the Labrador region were members of the Paleoeskimo, Predorset
culture. Dating to roughly 3800-3000 BP, this culture is archaeol: cally defined
primarily through lithic tools of chert, quartz and crystal, and stone features — both houses
and seasonal tent rings - in the arca between Saglek and Nain (Fitzhugh 19, ., Maxwell
1984). In the more southerly regions of Labrador, and toward the interior, the
Intermediate Period Indian  oups inhabited the region contemporaneously, and n st
have made sporadic contact with the Predorset groups of the mo  northerly regions. The
Groswater Dorset group ~700 ~~ 10 BP) developed out of the Predorset occupation, but
with stylistic differences in tool typology, house and settlement pattern.

The Dorset were the final occupants of the Labrador region prior to the it x of
Neoeskimo Thule/Inuit  >ups. According to Fi = "1 (1977), from rov  "1ly 2400-900
BP, the . orset resided in semi-subterranean winter houses and utilized soapstone and

nephrite, as well as honing a complex microblade technology. The Late Dorset peoples

16



shared the Labrador region with Point Revenge groups — native Algonquian spea s who

moved from inland sites to the coast in a seasonal round during roughly 800-1500 AD
(Fitzhugh 1988). The Paleoeskimo occupation of the coast ceased with the immigration
of the Neoeskimo Thule peoples.

The Neoeskimo occupation of the Labrador region does not occur until roughly
the late fifteenth century. The Thule ancestors of the Inuit likely colonized the Labrador
region via the Resolution and Button Islands and eastern Baffin Island. During th  period
of colonization, it has been surmised that the climate was deteriorating due to the effects
of the Little Ice Age (1400-1900), and the Thule may have migrated to the more
productive coastal regions of Labrador in order to exploit seasonal resources (Kaplan
1983; Whitridge 2004).

The reader should be apprised that the term “Neoeskimo™ retlects both the Thule
and Inuit occupation of the Labrador region. The Inuit and their Thule ancestors. :one
and the same — their change in name is nothing more than a terminological conver on,
which distinguishes the possibly prehistoric Thule from the contact period Inuit
(Whitridge personal communication 2005).

Nachvak Fiord has produced archacolc cal evidence of both Paleoeskimo and
Neoeskimo habitation. The Inuit inhabited sites on the fiord for centuries — from roughly
the fifteenth up to the late nineteenth century. There are over thirty sites of both
Paleoeskimo and Neoeskimo origin that dot the fiord and its various arms (Whitridge

2004).

17



3.3 Introduction of the Inuit and their lifeways

This section serves as a very general and broad overview of the Labrador [nuit an
their lifeways. While it somewhat essentializes the Inuit and their culture, it prov es a
general orientation that is a useful starting point. This description mainly relies ¢
reconstructions of eighteenth-century Inuit culture provided by the Moravian mis Hnaries
during the early period of contact. While Inuit society was already in the midst of
transformation during this period, it is still useful as a template for understanding
Labrador Inuit culture prior to sustained colonization by Europeans.

Socially, Inuit were organized into extended family units. According to Taylor
(1974: 67), eighteenth-century Inuit families comprised of joint families (two spouses) or
stem families (mother, mother-in-law or widowed sister and kin). There was also
evidence of polygyny and polyandry within the Inuit houschold. Polygyny was of great
economic advantage and allowed the head of the household to control an expanded pool
of labour. Polyandry was also occasionally practic . Male hous * Hld leads prov :d
social and group leadership and households were ranked according to social order (Taylor
1974). The spiritual leadership rested with scveral individuals in a community, sc 1¢ of
who might be r rded as shaman — or ungakkug — and these individuals were we
respected and accorded authority due to their  :at spiritual power. When engage in co-
operative hunting, groups were ranked according to umiak (large skin boat) crews 1d the
harpooners probably enjoyed a higher social status as the onus was on them to
collectively distribute the spoils of the hunt (. aylor 1974).

There was a division of labour by gender; but the respective tasks were equally

important in nature and symbiotic. Inuit social organization revolved around prominent












Inuit into direct and sustained contact with European outsiders. From early summer to
late fall, the whalers hunted whale and rendered the blubber onshore for the European
market (Fitzhugh 1988: 32). Kaplan has suggested that the whaling activities (and
material culture) of the Basques may have been a prime incentive for the Inuit to relocate
to more central coastal regions of Labrador — in order to raid abandoned whaling stations
and trade (Kaplan 1988).

While some of the encounters with the Inuit of the region were uneventful,
historic documentation from the late seventeenth century also records violent and
repeated attacks by the Inuit on the southern Labrador Basque whaling stations — ally
abandoned in 1702. According to Brice-Bennett (1981), the English and Newtfoundland
fisherman also experienced hostility from the Inuit. But whaling rebounded in the
eighteenth century, and the coast of Labrador played annual host to 200-300 whalers from
the American colonies alone (Bird 1945). According to Hiller (1967), Labrador was
annexed to Palliser and the government of Newtfoundland post 1763. Palliser atte pted
to re-organize the Labrador coast into a transient fishery without threat of permanent
settlement of the region, but this was a difficult proposition to implement due tol nch
interests in the region (Hiller 1967).

The more southerly region of Hamilton Inlet saw the first permanent settlement
by Europeans when Courtemanche was granted the land by the governor of New | ince
in the early years of the eigt  :nth century (Bird 1945). Captain Geo: : Cartwright
(2003[1792]) also settled in southern Labrador in 1770 and was the first European to
successfully estc ishalor s lit  peaceful trade relationship with the Inuit of the

coast — leavir an extensive diary of his exploits.
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on the culture chronology of prehistoric Thule matenal culture. Bird also intensively
studied variations in semi-subterranean Thule houses and developed a chronology of
house forms and internal configurations of space.

After decades of sporadic archaeological investigation, Neoeskimo archacology 1n
Labrador flourished again in the late twentieth century. According to Kaplan (1983),
archaeology in the Labrador i "on was revitalized with J. Garth Taylor’s survey of the
regions of Okak and Nain in the mid-1960’s, as well as archaeological explorations and
survey initiated in the Si “ek region by Tuck (1975) and Schledermann (1971).
According to Whitridge (2004), it was Schledermann’s work at Saglek that initial’
provided large Neoeskimo material culture assemblages, as well as establishing
architectural parameters for Neoeskimo culture history. In the latter part of the 1970’s,
William Fitzhugh’s survey and excavation of the Hamilton Inlet region and his later work
through the Smithsonian Institution’s Torngat Archaeology Project (TAP) opened e
region for a variety of archacological explorations. The TAP surveyed the northe
region of Labrador from Nain to the Button islands and identified over 300+ sites of both
Paleoeskimo and Neoeskimo or n (Fitzht 1 1980).

It was the Torngat Archaeology Project that initiated fi nquiry into t
culture-history of Neoeskimo occupation in the Labrador region. Kaplan (1980, 1983)
laid the ground for studies disc  ing the changing subsistence strategies and sett  1ent
patterns of the Inuit — through the Thule colonization of the region to the contact period -
studies that were followed by other archaeologists such as Jordan and Kaplan (19 ),

Av r(1991), " ori - (1998), Woo ™ 1t (1999), and Kaplan and Woollett (2000) ¢

culture-history picture has been more readily discerned for the ._abrador Neoeskimo, as



well as investigation of the char _ :s wrought throt _ contact. Considerable research has

also focused on changes in . ..ule/Inuit architectural form (Kaplan 1988; Schleder inn
1971, 1976; Richling 1993).

However, it is the work of Cabak and Loring (2000) that most influences s
thesis in scope and focus. Cabak and Loring utilized ceramic analysis to investig : Inuit
participation in the global economic system via their relationship with Moravian  ssions
and European material culture. The current project regards the material culture record as
a window to a complex, entangled contact relationship. Through analysis of ceramic and
tobacco pipe use and consumption, we can glean information about the multiface |
relationship of the inhabitants of Nachvak Fiord to global processes, by way of their

interaction with the Moravian missions and the Hudson’s Bay Company.
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Chapter 4: Methodology
4.1 Introduction and identification of Kongu (IgCv-7)

Survey of the inner, middle and outer portions of Nachvak Fiord were conducted
as part of Dr. Peter Whitridge’s Nachvak Archaeology Project in 2003 and subsequent
years. The site of Kongu (IgCv-7) was relocated during 2003 reconnaissance in tl
middle fiord and es on the north shore of the fiord - 15 km from the mouth (Whitridge
2004). Figure 1 illustrates the location of Nachvak Fiord on the Labrador coastline.
Figure 2 indicates archaeological sites located on the fiord itself. Both figures appear
courtesy of Dr. Peter Whitridge.

Lying at a few metres above sea level, the site consists of approximately | [nuit
sod winter houses belonging to the communal house phase of architectural constri  ion.
Houses from this phase of construction appear around the early eighteenth century, and
replace the older, round or bilobate Thule-style houses. These 10 rectar  ilar dwellings
are oriented tow s the fiord, and seem to be arranged around an empty, round, central
area (Figure 3 — courtesy of Dr. Peter Whitridge), which may represent the foundation of
an older, Thule-style house. It may also be remnants of the foundations of an cighteenth-
cent , communal festival house (Whitridge 2006).

While the superstructures of the houses are long gone, most of the houses are in a
remarkable state of preservation — some complete with stone foundations, lintels ot stone
and whale mandible, anterooms, and remnants of entrance tunnels. According to Taylor
(1977), the site was examined by Joshua Obed, but not assigned a Borden designation.

. .€ site may also be one that appears on a mid-nineteenth-century Moravian map of the

fiord — the location designated with lines and the notation of “*Héusen” — German for












trench was expanded with the addition of two more Im x I m units (Units 4 and 5) off of

the original 2004 3-unit trench.

The 2005 field season produced 2549 artefacts with 30% of the assemblage
consisting of historic materials. This includes 358 fragments of ceramic and 231
fragments of kaolin clay tobacco pipe — all of which was excavated from the east 1d
west trenches at the site. All materials were collected i situ or by screening through V4™
screen mesh. Curiously, the centre trench produced some historic material in the rm of
trade beads, iron and glass, but no tobacco pipes or ceramics. Accordii  to Whit lge
(2006), the centre trench dates as protohistoric, or early historic, and may have hit part of
a communal festival house. For the purpose of this study, the centre trench is removed
from the analysis and the 2004-2005 field season collections are amalgamated ini  one
assemblage. Thus, the ceramic and pipc assemblage reflects the midden refuse

accumulated by two households — one in the east and one in the west — at [gCv-7.
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was the site of their residence, but the expedition ended disastrously with the murder of
several of the missionaries. Brice-Bennett (1981) hypothesizes that the attack occurred
due to the missic leader — Brother (Br.) Ehrhardt’s — limited undcrstanding of the Inuit
and their language and custom. The missionaries’ decision to combine the identity of
religious instructor with trader also may have played a role in the Inuit attack. By not
distinguishing themselves from the other Europeans, the Inuit merely categorized
Moravians as traders and treated them accordingly (Brice-Bennett 1981). Moravian
colonization of Labrador was abandoned until the arrival of Jens Haven — a former
missionary to Greenland — in 1764 (Cranz 1820). Haven and thirteen others established
the first permanent mission of Nain in 1771.

Moravian trade stores were established at the missions to offer incentive ) the
Inuit to visit, as well as to prevent them from wandering south and trading with
disreputable characters (as defined by the missionaries). The trade stores were initially
run as entities independent of the missions. yet were still associated with the Society for
the Furtherance of the Gospel. Due to administrative problems, the stores and the
missions were fully combined in 1797 (PA 1841 XVI: 7). The missions served to
segregate the Inuit from those deemed undesirable by Moravian standards, to protect
imperial interests to the south, as well as offering religious salvation.

The present study only incorporates historic material from four stations that were
operational during the probable occupation of the site of [gCv-7: Nain 1771, Okak 1776,
Hopedale 1782 and Hebron 1830. The bulk of the Moravian historic material con ; from
the Periodical Accounts — the self-described *...plain, unvarnished statements...” of the

Moravian brotherhood’s missionary work (PA 1853 XXI: preface). The Periodical
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Accounts were the English-translated equivalent of the German Missions Blatt. 1 h

series provided the European public with regular accounts of the Moravian missions
abroad as well as providing a venue to solicit donations.

Review of the Periodical Accounts is integral to understanding the missionaries’
interactions with the Inuit. They provide us with a re—1lar account of mission
occurrences, conversions and daily trials and triumphs. They also offer an accurate
account of changes to climate, subsistence strategies, and famine on the coast. More
importantly, the Periodical Accounts give documentation of social and cultural changes
imposed on the Inuit residing permanently at the stations. It is through the Periodical
Accounts that we also see documentation reflecting the Moravian relationship to those
Inuit who reside out of bounds of mission stations. Inuit residing to the north and n
regions such as Nachvak exist in a sporadic contact relationship. The Periodical
Accounts provide us with historic evidence of the Moravian interaction with these groups
as well — and the differences between the “heathen” Inuit from the north and their
missionized brethren. Appendix 5 provides a selection of references from the Mc  vian
Periodical Accounts.

Accordii to the Periodical Accounts, the Inuit of northern Labrador made regular
trips to the Okak and Hope ~ ‘e stations  :e they were operational in the latter part of the
eighteenth and «  ly nineteenth centuries. But by 1841, the four missions had amassed a
population of 1075 with only 384 baptized communicants (PA 1841 XVI: 10).

Much to the consternation of the Moravians, the northern Inuit seemed to enjoy * :ir
regular visits to the missions, requestii  tobacco, pipes, and other trade goods (PA 1836

XIV: 16), but clearly evaded permanent settlement and conversion. Hebron often ebbed
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and surged in popularity due to astute consumerism from the northern Inuit. Acce  ling to
Brice-Bennett (1981: 335-336), northern Inuit would visit the station more often if the
mission stores provided better prices than the rival HBC post. The northern [nuit made
most frequent contact with the Hebron station in the mid-nineteenth century — from
regions such as George River, Ur ~1va Bay, Saglek, Komaktorvik and Nachvak (PA XI-
XXIII). Hebron managed some conversions from these regions, possibly due to famine
on the coast, but the Periodical Accounts still reflect the ongoing frustration of the
missionaries to make permanent and lasting conversions. Families from the Nachvak
region figure in these documents, and often visit the Hebron station in the 1840°s seeking
trade goods (PA XV-XIX) but again, strongly resisted permanent conversion.

Other Moravian documentary sources consulted for this study are copies of
original documents housed in the Moravian Church House located in Pennsylvan ~ The
series #511 microfilm copies were accessed through the Centre for Newtoundland Studies
at Memorial University. Spanning almost 200 years, these 52 reels contain, alternately in
German and English, trade missives, personal documents and diaries of the Moravian
missionaries stationed at various Labrador posts. These particular documents are
referenced in regards to (microfilm reel: page).

The records kept by the Hudson's Bay Company provided another source
archival material for this study. Individuals such as Cartier had opened up the fur ade in
northern North America for the French, but it was enterprising actions by coureurs de
hois des Groseilliers and Radisson that lead to the establishment of the Hudson’s Bay
Company. ~es Groseilliers and Radisson refused to share profits with the French

yvernment and in turn were given financial support by Charles [ of England in 1665.
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The King’s cousin, Prince Rupert, took formal control of the fur trade in northern Canada
in 1667 (Hudson’s Bay House 1934: 3-4). By the late seventeenth century, throu; a
charter enacted by Charles II, the HBC came into existence with posscssion of monopoly
rights to the land and trade found within the Hudson's Bay region and all of the tributaries
draining into it.

Skirmishes continued with rival organizations such as the Northwest Company —
established in 1784 as an amalgamation of nine varied fur trading interests — but the
Hudson’s Bay Company absorbed the Northwest C: pany in 1821 (Hudson’s Bay House
1934: 18). It was only the explorations of the region by the Moravian missionaric that
finally drew the company to establish permanent settlements in the northeasternr  on of
Canada (Cooke 1969).

The Hudson's Bay Company Archives (HBCA), a division of the Archives of
Manitoba, contains the original post diaries and correspondence. Nachvak Fiord itself
held an HBC po (operational 1868-1906), but these records make no explicit mention of
settlement within the general region of Kongu (IgCv-7), suggesting this post was
operational after the major period of occupation of Koi 1. Thus the Nachvak post
journals were excluded from consultation. . ur the purposes of study, microf ned
copies of the Fort Chimo (operational 1831-1843, 1866 - ) and Fort Geo :(a.k.a. Big
River; operational intermittently through the nineteenth century) diarics were con  lted.
Both posts were located in the Ungava Bay region. The HBCA primary source m rial is
referenced as such: (HBCA microfilm recl number: individual section and page number if

i ., licable).
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Often, older ceramics such as the coarse earthenwares and salt-glazed stonewares

were incorporated stratigraphically with the refined earthenwares of later periods. There
are three plausible reasons for the displacement of ceramics within stratigraphic | >rs:
the particular types may have been acquired at the same time as the bulk of the refined
white earthenware selection, the earlier ceramic wares may have been curated objects
incorporated into the household selection with refined earthenwares, or the sod rc  ing
may have impacted the stratigraphy of the midden layers. If roofing sods were fri  1ently
repaired and replaced, this would certainly explain the inter-mingling of ceramic types as
well as plausibly explain the displacement of ceramics about the site. Some fragments of
ceramic have corresponding refit fragments that were located in other excavation  nches
at the site. Sod removal for roofing would be a viable explanation for these phenc ena.

The lack of ceramic ware in an assemblage can be just as informative as the
presence of particular types. The Kongu ceramic assemblage contains neither
creamwares nor any ironstone. This can be understood as nicely bracketing the site to
roughly between the dates of 1780-1860. Brighter refined earthenwares such as
pearlwares supplant creamwares in the latter part of the eighteenth century, while
ironstone was an extremely popular form of utilitarian, vitrified white earthenware that
exploded in popularity during the 1850°s (South 1977). The site may have been occupied
before 1780, but the ceramic trade was not yet important.

Three other contemporaneous Labrador [nuit sites were included in this study:
Komaktorvik 1/IhCw-1 (Kaplan 1983), Tuglavina/ldCr-1 (Schledermann 1971) and
[kkusik/[dCr-2 (Schledermann =~ 'l). Appendices 2 anc  contain ceramic and tobacco

pipe inventories for these sites.
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Kaplan reviewed Komaktorvik | for her 1983 dissertation on the Neoeskimo
occupation of the Labrador coast. ... site is located on the northwestern side of
Komaktorvik Fiord, 3 km SW of Peabody Point. The site includes roughly 12 Neo-
eskimo dwellings from various occupational phases (Kaplan 1983).

Material culture from two other sites from the Saglek region of Labrador was
provided through Schledermann’s work in the region in the late 1970's. Schledermann,
as part of his 1971 Master’s thesis, excavated the Tuglavina site - located roughly 460
metres from the lkkusik site on Rose Island. Consisting of fourteen house depressions,
the site can also be considered as multi-component with an occupational phase that
encompasses the late eighteenth to mid-nineteenth century. The Ikkusik site, located on
the southestern tip of Rose Island and consisting of twenty house depressions, was also
excavated and studied by Schledermann for the same project. The site contained 1ltiple
occupations including a period spanning roughly from the early eighteenth to the id-
nineteenth century. All three of these sites produced material culture that was similar in
nature to that recovered at the Kongu site and they are all considered to have
contemporancous periods of Inuit habitation. Each ceramic assemblage was examined,
with the exception of four missing sherds from Komaktorvik 1.

Review of the catalogue database shows some inconsistencies and generalities in
regards to ceramic identification — perhaps because ceramics were not the exclusive focus
of these excavations. But in general, all three assemblages are comparable to those trom
Kongu, considering all of the as: ~ »li s consist of the same ceramic types and wares -
with the exception of the inclusion of creamwares. All three ceramic as  nblages contain

h” " percent: s ofrefined white earthenwares — representing the bulk of the
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assemblages. The rest of the assemblages consist of stonewares and coarse earthenwares
in low percentages with the occasional inclusion of odd and rare forms such as porcclain
and the refined stoneware referred to as “black basalt™. Appendix 2 contains the  -amic
inventory for the three contemporaneous sites. Ceramic sherds available for phy: 1l
study at The Rooms are listed below in Table 1.

Table 1: Ceramic sherd counts for contemporaneous Inuit sites

# of fragments listed % of total assemblage

Site # of fragments in catalogue available for study
Komaktorvik 1 40 44 91%

Tuglavina 75 75 100%

Ikkusik ! 17 100%

The large quantity and varicty of transfer printed forms in the ceramic as blage
of Kongu and the conte | 1eous Inuit sites yield the potential for many identi  ole
and dateable patterns and manufacturers. Many pattern and source books for English
transfer print patterns were therefore consulted for the analysis (Copeland 1982; Coysh
and Henrywood 1982, 2001; Quintner 1997; Ross 1. .., Sussman 1979a, 1979b to name
a few). Unfortunately, only a tew of the patterns could be positively identificd.
Interestingly, all of the identifiable patterns have a link to the HBC and the Copcland
pottery.

This raises the tantalizing possibility that some proportion of the ceramic wares
were directly acquired from the HBC. The Inuit of Nachvak Fi iy have by-passed

the Moravians altogether and acquired their ceramics from HBC trading posts. or through
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a network of Inuit middlemen who passed the goods east from more central posts in the

Ungava region = h as Fort Chimo and Fort George/Big River.

Vessel form is another  Hortant aspect of ceramic analysis. Through counting the
decorative pattern variety on the sherds from Kongu, there 1s the potential for 149
different vessels to be represented in the assemblage. The nature of the ceramic
assemblage precludes catego  tion of specific forms - such as pitchers, measurti  cups,
etc., but it is possible to assign sherds to general ceramic forms. This breaks the
assemblage into four distinct categories that serve the purpose of this study: bowls, cups,
unidentified hollowwares and plates (flatware). Such a rudimentary breakdown of
ceramic assemblages is a valuable diagnostic tool for relating ceramic forms to fc  ways.

South’s (1¢, /) Mean Ceramic Formula was also an integral aspect of analysis of
the ceramic ass¢  »lage from Kongu and contemporaneous neighbours on the Labrador
coast. South devised the formula in order to create a temporal scale of chronologically
ordered ceramic types and to assist in definii  site occupation periods. He emphasises
that a larger ceramic assemblage is more reliable, but the formula can be applied to any
reasonable assemblage as long as provenience control is observed durit  excavation
(South 1977: 219). Once the ceramic types were identified for each site accordit 1o
decorative type, South’s (1977) Mean Ceramic Formula was applied in order to determine
a plausible mean date of occupation for Kongu and the three other Inuit sites included in
this study.

South’s original formula was based on types common to the eighteenth century,
and thus has been modified to include known decorative forms of the nineteenth century

(a feat encouraged by South as an expansion on his original formula calculations).
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ceramics within e indices is based on decorative type, rather than the ware-type stem

that is predominantly used in identifying ceramics of the sixteenth, seventeenth, and early
eighteenth centuries. By relying on decorative type rather than ware type, the researcher
eliminates the highly subjective and personal categorization of various (and extremely
similar) refined white earthenwares, and instead utilizes a more reliable and consistent
decorative classification (Miller 1980; 1991). The ceramics are classified accordin  to
more discrete categories.

Miller (1980; 1991) devised the price indices based on potter’s price-fixing
agreements, commodities indices, and other historic documentation. Plain creamware, or
CC plain, is typically assigned an index value of 1, as the lowest-valued ware. There are
four categories for ceramics in total, the highest level incorporating those decorative
wares that are recognized as transfer printed wares (porcelains are not included). ..ie
category levels and associated ceramic types are listed in Table 2 (adapted from Miller
1980: 3-4).

Table 2: Miller’s ceramic index categories

Ca jory Associa l¢ amic type Description
Undecorated
1 creamware/earthenwares plain, utilitarian
2 Minimal decoration shell-edged, slipwares, sponged
3 Hand, n fwe more skill required than level 2

3 to 5 times more expensive 1l

4 Transfer printv  ‘es level 1
("Flow E printed most expensive
priorto )}
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Chapter 5: Data Analysis
5.1 Ceramic analysis

This part of the chapter presents the results of the variety of analytical methods
applied to the ceramic assemblage of IgCv-7 (and in varied forms, the threc other
contemporaneous Labrador Inuit sites). Analysis of the ceramic assemblage includes in
turn:

1) Ildentification and description of ceramic decorative types and general sherd
counts

2) Identified manufacturers and decorative elements

3) Breakdown of vessel forms (hollowwarcs and flatwares)

4) Application of South’s (1977) Mean Ceramic Formula

5) Application of Miller’s (1980; 1991) Ceramic Index

The highest total percentages of ceramic decorative t > are as follows: plain
refined white earthenware (REW) 34%, annular/slipware 23%, and transfer printc  17% -
followed by other ceramic types such as utilitarian yellowware and various decorative
types. The ceramic sherd totals and type breakdown are presented in Table 3.

While coarse carthenwares, stonewares, tinglazed and porcelain were also
represented in the assembli  , aside from general description, they are excluded from the
final analysis on account of their undi: ostic nature and broad, manufacture datt ¢« n
covering hundreds of years).

A basic overview of decorative types found in the Kot 1 ceramic assemb e also
follows (with total sherd counts indicated in brackets after listed ceramic type). b ires
13 through 16 present the variety of ceramics found in the Kongu assemblage. Figures 17

to 19 present the identified transfer print patterns at Kongu and the contemporancous

Inuit sites included in this study.




Table 3: East and West 1gCv-7 total ceramic sherd counts

Ceramic Type East Count  West count Total Sherds
Plain whi  refined earthenware 30 99 129
Annularware/slipware 26 62 88
Transfer print 11 53 64
Flow blue transfer int 0 12 12
Yellowwa 19 9 28
Coarse earthenware 4 14 18
Handpainted monochron 1 6 7
Handpainted polychrome 0 3 3
French faience 1 0 1
Tinglazed 2 0 2
Rim-lined/Hotelware 1 4 5
Porcelain 0 3 3
Scottish sponger  ted 2 5 7
Spont  i/spatter 0 3 3
Engineturned/ro.  ed 0 7 7
Stoneware 2 4 6
Molded floral motif 1 0 1
Total 100 284 384

Plain white refined carthenware (129 sherds)

This particular category amalgamates all plain sherds of refined white earthenware
— including pearlwares and whitewares. There were no sherds of creamware with  the
Kongu assemblage. Whitewares were introduced in England as  ceramic type th ]
the inclusion of calcined flint content in the clay, as well as the use of cobalt pigment in
the glaze (Noél Hume 1969: 128). The rminus post quem for such refined white
carthenwares dates to the early 1780"s with Wedgewood’s production of a rival
creamware — referred to as “Pearl white” (No&l Hume 1969: 128; Mount 1972). Asa
ceramic type, unless factory-n  ked or isolatable by decorative technique, refined

earthenwares rely heavily on subjective opinion for identification rather than objective







mixture of urine and tobacco juice, among other recipes (No€l Hume 1969: 130; Sussman
1997:26). This corative technique was also common on yellowware forms. Annular
or factory slipwares were exclusively hollowwares — and these were often the most
inexpensive of decorative forms (Miller 1991: 6). An example of mochaware apy s

later in Figure 16, item B.
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A Arefact #2898 B Artefact #1219 and #1543

l]--- M _ N BN |

1 cm

C Artefact #1211 and #1430 D Artefact #1896/#3473 refit

A - B Cabled cat’s exe slipware hollowwares from Kongu (1gCv-7).

C - D Banded slipware hollowware examples from Kongu (1gCyv-7).

Figure 13: Banded slipwares from Kongu



Transfer print (76 sherds — Figure 14)

The transfer print process was borne of the desire to emulate and mass-produce
wares that resembled the popular, and extremely expensive, Chinese porcelains available
through import. When careless individuals broke or mishandled Chinese porcelai
tablewares, there was often a waiting list of up to two years for replacement china
(Quintner 1997: 20). In 1761, the transfer printing process was successfully used on
porcelain in Eng 1d, but would need another decade of development before widesprecad
application to creamware and refined white earthenware forms. Most often seen
tablewares, toiletwares and teawares, the perfection of transfer printing is most of 1
credited to the Spode pottery during the early 1780°s (Copeland 1982: 7). The pr zss,n
its basest form, consists of a design printed from hand-engraved copper plates that were
then transferred to tissue. The tissue was in turn applied to the ceramic body and 2
paper soaked aw ', leaving only the oil-based colour (Copeland 1982). Other colours,
and multi-coloured prints were introduced from the 1830°s onward (Copeland 1982: 27).

Flow, or “flown™ blue, transfer prints (circa 1835-1845) 2 also included  this
portion of the as  nblage. The effect of abled ge, or halo effect, was :hieved
through the addition of lime or aluminum chloride into the kiln as the wares were red
(Coysh and Henrywood 1982: 140). In Figure 14, these particular types of transfi  print

are represented by items E and F.
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Yellowware (28 sherds — Figure 15, item A)

Produced predominantly as a utilitarian kitchenware for storage and food
preparation during the mid to late nineteenth century, this yellow earthenware was also
alternately referred to at times as “*Derbyshire Ironstone™ or “cane ware” (Godden 1972:
xxviil; Sussman 1997: 77). The partially vitrified earthenware was often coated with a
clear glaze of mustard to light yellow tint. Slip banding, and the dendritic decoration
known as “mocha”, was also frequently applied to this class of wa ; (Sussman 1997:
77).

Coarse earthenwares (18 sherds — Figure 15, item B)

Coarse earthenwares were produced in England for millennia and typically low-
tired and porous in nature until glazed (Deetz 1996). Almost all of the examples  the
Kongu assembl: :are of a reddish paste bearing red hematite inclusions. The gl :1s
light brown 1n nature with streaks where the hematite has reacted with the glaze. They
most resemble Somerset coarse earthenwares and Nether Stowey coarse earthenwares of
West Somerset dating from the mid-sixteenth to early eighteenth century (Colem  Smith
and Pearson 1988). These Somerset wares have been located at a number of colonial
North American sites in the soutl  n United Sta  : and Newfoundland and predominantly
date from the seventeenth to mid-eighteenth century. One of the other earthenware
fragments (artefact #2352) may be Spanish in origin on account of the presence of
micaceous iron oxide on the exterior of the vessel according to Stephen Mills of the

Memorial University Archaeology Unit (personal communication 2005).
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Handpainted (10 sherds — Figure 15, item C)

Handpair :d under-glazed monochromatic and polychromatic designs occ  on
pearlwares and other white refined earthenwares in the late eighteenth to mid-nineteenth
century. Blue painted wares emulating patterns from Chinese porcelains were popular
from the latter part of the eighteenth century to the early nincteenth. In 1795
polychromatic painting was introduced (Miller 1991: 8). Often incorporating floral and
geometric motifs, as seen in the examples from the Kongu assemblage, handpainted
wares lose popularity with the introduction of other highly decorative wares such as
transfer printed (Noél Hume 1969: 129).

Miscellaneous types (12 sherds — Figure 15, items D and E)

Tinglazed (known alternately as “majolica”, “faicnce”, or ““delft” dependnn  on
country of origin) ceramic is earthenware that is low-fired and covered by an opaque lead
glaze. Originally developed 1n several European countries, tinglaze was introduced as an
affordable alternative to Chinese porcelain (Stoddard 2000: 49). As a ware, it was
introduced to Er  and in the mid seventeenth century, and declined in popularity once
creamwares and refined white earthenwares  1ined most of the market share in the latter
part of the eighteenth century ,_arker 19. .. 226).

Rim-lined wares are also present in the assemblage in low frequencics. These
wares arc characterized by a coloured rim-line on a refined white earthenware box
typically of table and tea form in nature. Not to be confused with annularwares and
slipwares, these wares date from the latter part of the nineteenth century and are
characteristically associated with durable wares produced for institutions, hence their

alternate designation as “hotelware™ (Miller 1991: 7).
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Porcelain, although unidentifiable to place of origin, is also present in the

assemblage from Kongu. These fragments are most likely either remnants of a child’s tea
set, or perhaps the neck articulation from a doll (Figure 15, item E). Porcelain we the
most extravagant, expensive and rarest ware in the seventeenth and early eighteenth
century, and was most associated with only the most affluent households (Noél Hume
1969: 257). The Chinese ortginally developed porcelain as a high-fired, translucent,
vitreous, hard paste form made of kaolin clay and silicate petuntse, during the Han
dynasty (185-80 B.C.) (Chaffers 1903: 322-323). The English attempted various
formulas to replicate it in the mid-eighteenth century, succeeding best with the formula
for bone china introduced by Spode in 1794 (Miller 1991: 11)

Spongepainted/spattered (10 sherds — Figure 15, item F)

Most associated with Scottish potteries (see Cruikshank 1982), this ware is best
described as refined earthenware decorated with colour applied all-over by sponge, or to
specific areas with a spoi 3 cut with a decorative motif. It was an inexpensive decorative
form most noted Hr reflecting a primitive charm (Godden 1972: xxvii). Most of the
examples in the Kongu assemblay  are pink with a green band at the lip. Sponged wares
are most commonly noted in the nineteenth century, and can also be linked to part 1lar
potteries (Burke 1991: 38). This decorative form was most prevalent on hollowware and
flatware forms, including teawares, bowls and a variety of plates (Cabak and Loring
2000: 8). A variety of this ware - decorated with cut-sponge des _ s - comprises 14% of
the total refined white earthenware assemblage recoved from the Inuit midden at Nain
(HdCk-21) during 1990 excavations as p:  df the .ipst i Archaeolc _ :al  ject

(Loring 1998) and studied in-depth by Cabak and Loring (2000).
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Engine-turned/roulette (7 sherds — Figure 16, item A)

Engine-turning is most often attributed to Josiah Wedgwood’s successful
development of a complex, pattern-cutting lathe in 1764 (Sussman 1997: 27). This
“engine-turning” produced regularly spaced cuts, des” s and patterns on a ceram
vessel. The vessel was mounted on a shaft that slowly revolved while a fixed cutting tool
was grazed against the body. Rouletting works on the same principle, but the roulette
wheel contains a continuous design in an embossed pattern (often chequered, cross-
hatched, or herringboned) that is impressed into the vessel. By rolling the wheel
continuously against the clay vessel, the design is impressed in a continuous band
(Sussman 1997: 33).

Stonewares (6 sherds — Figure 16, item C)

One of the earliest and most durable forms of ceramic 1s stonev e. England
produced stonewares b« ‘nning in the late seventeenth century, and continuing w  into
the nineteenth century. Stonewares are characteristically made of partly vitritied clays
that have been fired at a high temperature (+ 1300°C) (Godden 1972: xxvii). The
addition of salt to the kiln during the firing process produces the characteristic pitted
texture (or orange-peel effect) noticeable in the gl.

The majority of salt-glazed stonewares were Rhenish in origin until the mi  to late
scventeenth century in England (Noé&l Hume 1969: 112). Most of the examples in the
IgCv-7 assemblage are wheel-throw and grey-bodied, with a salt  aze. Artetact #1333
may be associated with Normandy stoneware on account of its characteristic deep  rown

paste (Stephen Mills personal communication 2005).

68



















Cup fragments from Kongu contain the “Fibre™ pattern of stylized branches
(Figure 17, item C). IgCv-7 also provides an example of a brown geometric chequered
band present on a hollowware form included in Figure 19, item A. Both of these patterns
are also present at the Lower Fort Garry site (Sussman 1979a: 294). Also present in the
assemblage is the stylized *_ ek key” border that is associated with the Spode and
Copeland firm (Sussman 1979b: . v).

The Tuglavina ceramic assemblage provides links to both Kongu and Loy - Fort
Garry, and associated HBC post sites across Canada. The ceramic assemblage contains
two plates that bear impressed marks of the Copeland pottery (artefact numbers 211 and
237). One contains the Copeland name over a turret, and the other over a crown. Incised
pottery marks of Copeland manufacture can be attributed to the years 1847-67 (Godden
1968: 171). The pattern on a re-assembled plate/platter is referred to as *B772" and
contains a deep blue flowed print of a geometric border encompassing stylized sprigs of
sweetpea and floral motifs (artefact number 211). This pattern, dating from 1839-1867, 1s
tound in the Lower Fort Garry collection, as well as at 18 other HBC sites across Canada
(Sussman 1979a; 1979b). The other identified transfer print pattern at the Tuglavina site
is of the pattern referred to as “Ruins” or “Melrose” shown in F* ire 19, item C, with a
production date range of mid-nineteenth to twentieth century. This pattern occurs at
roughly fifteen other HBC sites (Sussman 1979b). There is also a small fragment of violet
transfer print in the Tuglavina assemblage (artefact number 219) that matches the af
motif pattern found at Kongu (F _ re 17, item D).

All of the identifiable transfer print patterns in the [gCv-7 collection, and within

the other northern Labrador ceramic assemblages, seem to issue from the same
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A Artefact #1472 B Artefact #1724/#2151

C Artefact #237

A Brown transfer-print geometric hollowware border from Kongu (1gCv-7).
Manufacturer unhnown. Also located at HBC Lower Fort Garry Post.
Manitoba (Sussiman 197940

B ~Honeysuckle™ transter-print hollowware sherd from Kongu (1gCv-7).
Pattern also identified at multiple HBC post sites (Sussman 1979a; 1979b).

C Lranster-print pattern identified as “Ruins™ by W. | Copeland circa 1848 -

Also found at various HBC posts (Sussman 1979b). 1This particular
plate comes from the Tuglavina site (IdCr- 1) ceramic assemblage

Figure 19: Identified HBC transfer prints from Kongu and Tuglavina sites









Table 4 gives the specific breakdown of ceramics located in the east tren:
assemblage and possibly discernable fc 1s. Table 5 does the san  for the westt  1ch
shore ceramic assemblage. Table 6 presents ceramic vessel forms for all 5 sites combined
in this study. Figure 20 pre: s hollowware versus tlatware percent: 'sina_ ph
format.

The high instance of hollowwares, and lack of flatware, shows the Inuit’s
predilection for the hollow form. Both the HBC (Sussman 1979b) and Moravian storcs
(R26: 38508-9) provided access to a great variety of ceramic tablewares and utilitarian
housewares such as teacups, mugs, saucers and plates, jugs, washbasins and chan er
pots. But the Inuit household seemed to embrace hollowware above all else. For House 7
in the western portion of IgCv-7, hollowware forms make up 86% of the total ceramic
vessel assemblage. In the eastern House 2, hollowwares comprise 82% of the total vessel
assemblage.

Traditional Inuit foodways merally focused on a communal foodsharing.

Briy " ethnographic work with the Inuit of the central Canadian Arctic provides
invaluable evidence in regards to the importance of this relationship. Food preparation
was a social activity, as was meal distribution (Briggs 1970: 24-27). Guests and tamily
members alike would be graciously fed and tended to. Brice-Bennett (1981:33) mentions
the Inuit’s high csteem of generosity and food sharing as customary. It was engrained as

both a cultural a | social value.
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In the Inuit household, the kitchen was the realm of women and food preparation -
cooking and service was under their direction (Taylor 1974). Traditional Inuit coc ing
vessels would have been pots fashioned out of soapstone. These vessels were lauc 1 for
durability and even heat distribution when cooking (Hawkes 1916). Inuit meals were
likely stews and broths — dictating the necessity for a variety of hollowware scrvi
vessels. Inuit serving vessels would have been fashioned out of baleen, skin and wood.
Baleen was a versatile material well suited for creating hollowware foodservice vessels.
Extracted from v ale mouths, baleen is lightweight, malleable and tough (Thiry and
Thiry 1977). The traditional hollowware form created out of baleen was likely a wide
strip sewn into a circle with a wooden base.

Wooden bowls are also present in Inuit archaeological assemblages and come in a
variety of sizes. Durable, they can withstand heavy use and some show evidence of being
mended with baleen (Thiry and Thiry 1977: 107). Other kitchenwares include dippers ot
skin and ivory, wooden spoons and ladles, and buckets likely for the use of liquid,
blubber and meats (Thiry and Thiry 1977).

While it 1s likely the residents ot Kongu enjoyed son imported Europcan
foodstuffs such as tea, flour, sugar and processed meats (PA 1857 XXI1: 384), the food
service dishes remained the same in form if not in material. Through analysis ot the
ceramic assemblage from Kot 1, we can see that there is a high instance of hollowware
forms. Thus it can be inferred that meals in the Inuit households at Kongu still re  ned
some nature of communal value, reflected in their continued use of the hollowwa  form

over flatwares such as plates.
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Another significant link between European ceramics and traditional Inuit
hollowware forms considers repair methods for broken vessels. Soapstone vessels such as
lamps and pots (or fragments of them), are frequently located in the archacological
assemblage and were often repaired in a traditional method. Pairs of drilled holes were
lashed together and likely adhered with a glue of blood and organic substance.

A substantial amount of time and effort went into fashionii  soapstone fo s, and
they were cared for and curated in accordance. Likewise, ceramics would have been
valued and repaired — but in consic ation of their trade and aesthetic value instead. The
ceramics at Kongu reveal an identical method of vessel repair (Figure 21), a link = ween
the two forms that equates them, rather than distinguishing them as scparate entitics made
from dissimilar materials. Thus the Inuit at Kongu import a novel object, but incorporate
it into the household in a traditional manner. The incorporation of ceramic hollowwares
indicates incorporation of European materials, but on the Inuit’s terms. This
incorporation of ceramics indicates the unique and entangled nature of the contact period.

Ceramic hollowware vessels at Kongu are indeed re,  sentative of the true, hybrid form.






















Table 10: Ceramic index values for nineteenth-century American households

Household Type Ceramic Index Valt
Merchant/Planter 2.3-27

Gla: vorker 19
Plantation overseer 19
Farmer or Labourer 1.3-1.8
Factory worker 1.3-1.8
Slave or freed slar 1.3-1.8

ranks of nineteer 1-century economic status. This is merely meant as an exercise to
situate the [nuit household within an outside context. In relation to these nineteenth-
century American households, the values expressed at the Inuit sites are greater tb
index values for farmer and factory-worker households, and lower than those expressed
for planter and merchant households. The range calculated for Labrador Inuit hou 10lds
falls within the range of middle-to-upper middle class glassworkers and plantation over-
seers. The Inuit households at Kongu had some measure of wealth and expressed
through incorporating imported European wares such as ceramics.
5.2 Clay pipe a1 lysis

The IgCv-7 assemblage produced 124 measurable pipestem fragments. Of these,
13 fri  nents are 5/64”, constituting 10% of the total measurable pipestem collect 1. A
full 90% - or 111 fragments of the measurable total - are 4/64”. According to
Harrington’s (1978) chart, while a small aspect of the assemblage falls into the 1710-1750
range, the bulk of the Kongu material falls in the 1750-1800 date range. The cera ic
mean dates suggested occupations in the early to mid nineteenth century for Kongu, so

dates produced © ough Harrington’s pipe chronology are reasonably concordant.
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Komaktorvik | may have also resided on Nachvak Fiord. As the four sites contain
evidence of pipes of the same manufacture, and some of those pipes have direct | sto
the HBC's manufacturers, it seems likely that some of the European goods were acquired
from sources other than the Moravian missions. The individual familics that resided at
these more northern sites may have made the deliberate decision to b, 1ss the
proselytizing Moravians.

The Fort George/Big River post journal for 1838-1839 records the recruit  nt of
a local Inuit by the name of Moses as an intermediary for customer relations between the
Inuit and the HBC (HBCA IMS5: B.77/a/12). The HBC tirelessly promoted good
relations between their posts and local Inuit merchants and buyers. The reader should
also recall Brice-Bennett’s (1981) assertion that Moravian conversions declined 1n the
1830°s on account of the HBC posts opening to the west on Ungava Bay. While the [nuit
may have traded with the Moravians, goods could also be imported and acquired  ough

the HBC - often at competitive prices and on credit.



















hardy, whereas ceramic was fragile. Considerably more care would be needed to
preserve ceramic hollowware.

Meals were often communal in nature, as described in Captain Cartwright’s
Journal of the late eighteenth century. Cartwright describes the typical dining sce”  in an
Inuit community of summer tents. He notes that the people live .. .togcther in
common...” and shared various foodstufts such as fish, seal, wa fowl and a rece ly
procured polar bear that was equally shared amongst the inhabitants of several tents
(Cartwright 2003[1792]: 86). Hollowwares would have likely been the vessels of choice
for serving and sharing meals.

Ceramic bowls would have been utilized in much the same communal mar zr as
the traditional wood and baleen vessels. Ceramic mugs would have replaced the skin,
baleen or wooden cups. The ceramics were more aesthetically pleasing perhaps, but still
able to hold water — or tea. Thus, there was no vast disruption to traditional Inuit
foodways through incorporation of ceramic hollowware vessels. The Inuit of Kor 1
merely incorporated new ceramic materials that echoed traditional forms. This seemingly
heterodoxical ac Hn asserted prior Inuit orthodoxies.

The Moravian mission stores list a variety of wooden bowls in various siz  in
their order lists of the late eighteenth century (R35: 54442: 54446). Infrequently, ‘
ceramics and earthenwares are mentioned, but never in great quantity — “japanned”
(lacquered) or tinned vessels are mentioned with more frequency. The Moravians
ordered ceramic vessels in a variety of forms; Brother Bourquin in Nain standard d the
ordering of such vessels in German with the English equivalent in 1878. Althov  this

was much later date than the probable occupation at Kongu, the inventory lists a wide
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manufacturers in England were incorporated in 1619, and tobacco use tlourished (Dunbhill
1969).

Like tea, tobacco was initially lauded for its purported medicinal benefits, such as
aiding digestion, stimulating brain function, preserving sight and aiding in the dis  sal of
insects and vermin through smoke exhalation (Hart 1970: 15). Tobacco consumption was
also understood to balance the humours of the body. But tobacco use was soon
reclassified as recreational rather than medicinal in nature, and narcotic addiction,
including tobacco use, became institutionalized in England (Pollard 2004). Later, during
the seventeenth- itury reign of Charles 1, tobacco became the King’s exclusive
monopoly, and he went so far as to ban Virginians from exporting tobacco abroac art
1970: 81).

The tobacco pipe is found in archacological assemblages from the Americas prior
to 2500 B.C., and tobacco was used by almost every indigenous culture. Smoking and
related tobacco paraphernalia connoted good health and pleasure and was also
incorporated into religious ritual (Gately 2001). The tobacco pipe was likely imported to
England during the sixteenth century. Enjoyed by both sexes, late Elizabethan smoking
technology consisted of molded clay pipes with s is twely ormo inches inl¢ th.
These early clay pipes had a ladle shape (Dunhill 1969; Oswald 1975). P, :s of white
ball or kaolin clay were first produced in England during the late sixteenth century, giving
rise to England as the first organized clay pipe manufacturing industry (Oswald 1975).

During the seventeenth century, London remained the primary manufacturing
centre. The pipe still had a pronounced lean, but the bowls were la  r and often include

a heel for balancing. Pipe manufacturers often incluse-stamped initials, motifs, and




names into the pipes, so chi  >logy and individual manufacturers are recognizeable
during this era (Dunhill 1969). Despite tobacco originating in the Americas, the t¢ acco
pipe manufacturing industry produced a large portion of pipes for export to the colonies
as early as the seventeenth century (Hig 'ns 1995). So while tobacco originated
elsewhere, within a short time E1 “ish society had thoroughly adopted tobacco pipes and
the act of smoking, and tobacco had become engrained in English culture.

The eighteenth century saw the emergence of an upr’ "it, wide-mouthed bowl, a
much smaller heel or spur, and decorative bowl forms and manufacturer marks were
added (Oswald 1975). Public houses and taverns offered clay pipes free of charge to
patrons, often refiring them for hygienic purposes. Some public houses distributed as
many as 14 000 pipes annually (Hilton 2000: 49).

The eighteenth century marks a decline in tobacco smoking on account of 1e
introduction of snuff, a fashionable method of consuming tobacco popular with at e
French court. Snuft becomes the method of choice for tobacco consumption among the
upper classes, while the professional and working classes clung to the now ubiqui us
pipe in households, public inns and taverns (Dunhill 1954; Tatman 1994).

In the nineteenth century tobacco sold for between 3d-5d per ounce, or 3-5 cents
(Hilton 2000: 49). Characteristic pipe forms became more slender and thinner overall.
Molded decoration and the marketing of highly decorative pipe forms recachedap kin
the 1850°s (Tatman 1994).

Tobacco and smoking throi  out the centuries, in England, mainland Emr e and
the colonies, signitied social bonding, culture, leisure, hospitality and community. One

would light the tobacco in a sense of camaraderie in a broader social setting.
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tobacco that could be chewed (R25: 37246). According to MacLaughlin (2004: 4), a
pound of pigtail tobacco generally consisted of five or six bundled rolls, giving us a rough
weight of 70 pounds for 336 rolls. In [794 the order was again increased to 60 lbs of
pigtail tobacco, combined with a full hundredweight (112 pounds) of smoking tobacco
(R25: 37252). By the middle of the nineteenth century, the Hopedale store was
requesting cleven gross of tobacco pipes for inventory per annum, or almost 1600 pipes
(R25: 37303).

In the 1830°s, the Hebron mission order lists request roughly four casks ot Hll
tobacco per annum (no weight recorded), and six casks of smoking tobacco. Also
included in the ledger are orders for four gross (close to 600) tobacco pipes (R33: 50848;
50849; 50857). Tobacco pipe lengths could only be discerned in two orders by t|  Okak
store during the 1850°s, both of which requested pipes of 16™-18"" inches in length (R35:
54466, 54468). Although pipes started out long they often did not remain so.
Historically, there is frequent mention of the “stubby” pipes of the Inuit (Hawkes 1916
Washburne 1940). No doubt it was easicr to transport a pipe that was broken intc  more
acceptable length of roughly four inches or so. Tobacco and pipes were some of the
items that the Inuit most des  d of the mission stores, and the archival documents show
that the Moravians were more than willing to provide access.

With potential links to the HBC through the pipe fragments in the Kongu
assemblage, the historical documents and order lists of the HBC posts also provic us
with relevant data on the amount of tobacco consumed by the Inuit and Innu. In
Ungava Bay region, both Fort Chimo and the ™ g River post wi ¢ ionald g the

early to mid-nineteenth century. The Fort Chimo accounts for 1831-1833 show listings
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narcotic. Smokii -related paraphernalia incorporated into western Arctic material culture
included pipes, snuff tubes, boxes for snuff, fungus ash and chewing tobacco, and Hbacco
pouches (Graburn et al. 1996; M ch 1988; Nelson 1983).

Tobacco also presents us with Inuit heterodoxy. The Periodical Accounts  :ord
that the Inuit staunched gaping wounds with a mixture of bear grease and tobacco (PA
1839 XV:406). According to Hawkes (1916), the Inuit also incorporated tobaccc 1to
their rich funerary tradition; often leaving offern . of tobacco at the graves of the
recently deceased.

Thus, through further interpretation of the archaeological  :ord, we can discern
that ceramics and tobacco pipes do not simply represent foreign material culture imported
into the households at Kongu. While seemingly a part of European orthodoxy, we have
to remember that ceramics and smoking were once novel imports to European
communities as well. It is just a matter of scale and chronology. The Inuit incorporated
ceramics and tobacco with the capability to reconfigure the meaning of these ob,  s. Itis
through analysis of these intricate layers of meaning that we can begin to discern the truly

hybrid nature of objects and the contact period.
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Chapter 7: Conclusions

While European objects were integrated over time into traditional Inuit

[ 49
172

households, deeper examination reveals that items such as ceramics and tobacco
should not be considered signifiers of acculturation, but rather (re)configurations « Inuit
material culture that represent a continuity of pre-existing Inuit forms and social

behaviours. When considering material culture such as tea and ceramics, tobacce 1d

w

smoking paraphernalia, the most persistent images that come to mind are those of
English parlour set for teatime, and the natty English gentleman smoker. While these
fragments of material culture certainly seem deeply engrained in English custom and
society, it 1s important to note that this was not always so. For the continental and
English household, too, these items were also once considere to be novel. Only thro "
time and incorporation into the everyday lives of the public do these items become
enmeshed in the consumer psyche. So too for the Inuit; while sometimes incorporating
goods in their predefined contexts, the Inuit also made novel choices and recont  red
their everyday manners, material culture and households.

Meskell i d Preucel (2004) write that identity is persistently negotiated and
manipulated under wh:  rero | nities are presented. For Bhabha (1994), \"
Dommelen (2005) and others, it is this negotiation of ““in-betweeness™ that defines contact
or colonial ident - construction. Thus for the Inuit, the contact and colonial period on
the Labrador coast provided opportunities to evaluate, solidify and modify Inuit1 ™ tity,
society and material culture. By incorporating colonial customs and traits, and cc  inuing

to perpetuate their more traditional ways, the Inuit in fact created a new cultural norm and
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Site Catalogue # # of ype Vessel Description

Fragments
K¢ 1 2133 1 I W Test pit 2; e2B-t vy sherd; plain
Kc 1 2134 1 W Test 2: e 2B - lip sherd; blue

Komaktorvik 1 site: ~26 vessels represented; roughly 2 plate,
9 bowls, 6 cups
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Komak
1ak
iak

Catalogue # ore D eter (/64")
240 5

287 4

2132 4

1996 4

?? 4

1987
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Pipe stem frag House 8
e stem frag House 8
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Appendix 6: “Draft of a letter to be given to every Eskimo going south to work
1783” (511. Reel 26: 38750-38753). Transcribed from cursive.

Our hearty salutations to all the Gentlemen into whos hands the following linesn  come
The last spring 1782 some of our Esqui  ux left us with an intention to go to the
southward, and they came back to us again in October we were informed from them that
they had been at Shatto [?] and amongst many other Gentlemen

Had become aquainted with a Gentleman whom they cald William, whom our Esqumaux
praised very much for his kinship he had shown to them,

We sappose that it is well known of our settleing here in the year 1771 and the meaning
of it, which indeed is no other but to bring the poor Esqumaux to the knowledge of God
our Saviour & what he has done for them and all mankind

The undertaking indeed is very great, and our Dear Lord has given his blessing tc  so that
some Esqumaux are become believers of God, and bow the knee to him who died Hr
them on the cross

Therefore we mi 2 bold to send a few lines with these Esqumaux to the information of all
the Gentlemen into whos hands it may come and let you know a little of out thoughts
about the Esqumaux as it is a matter that lies very much on our Hearts. It is a very hard
thing to keep the Esqumaux together as they are used to wander from place to place and if
we can’t keep them together there is very little to be done with their Conversion, as it
takes time to ground them in the Principles of Christianity. 1fsum goes fromus ¢ | stays
some time away om us, we find when they come back they have lost much oft what
they hav learn’d, They get among wild Esqumaux and have reason to fear that they fall
into their heathenish customs again, whoreing, murdring and stealing,

And as the Esqu aux Indians was noted people for stealing and murdering, when we
came to this country we ware stricktly charges from Government to keep the Esqi  1aux
as much as possible from the South. And according to good advise it was also approved
of to keep arms form them which indeed 1s (we think) very good, if they -t guns they
will run about all summer shooting & neglect their chief time they have togather 1 winter
provision, and when they come home they will have very little to eat and as their chief
dependance is what they t from the sea, and the summer isthet :to :titin, rthe
winter they have little or nothing, they must then die off hunger, and perhaps bring us and
the Europeans in danger of their lives, Hunger has no mercy, Therefore we would look
upon it as a deed of humanity if all the Gentlemen upon this coste would consider ur
fears

Many Esqumaux has winter'd by us this last winter, ad they have suffer’d great hunger,
on account of the scarcity of seals, and we believe many of them must have died of huger
if we had not helped them through, But they have don us no harm neither have they stolen
from us, But when they leave us, we cannot answar for their behaveiour, Therefore we
would by all Gentlemen not to trust any of our babtised Esqumaux more then ott 5, for
sum of them not attending our advise have left that blessing which they have partaken of
by Holy Babtisam & have turned back to their heathenish customs

Gentlemen your sincere well wishers the missionarys at Nain and in their names.
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P.s. A lamentable circumstance has happened this last winter about [2 miles fron s,
upon the edge of a hill under which was a Esqumaux winter house where 31 Esqi  aux
lived. There gather’d a monstrous body of snow which shot all at once down & pressed
the winter house even with the ground, with all the people in it excepti  one man who
was buried in the snow without, Out of 31 was only 9 got out alive. We have also heard
from an Esqumaux winter place Hout 2 hundred miles to the North from us that the
Esqumaux has murdered two of their chief men, the reason of their murdering am  gst
themselves is in general on account of their women
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