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The goal of the study was to explore post-secondary students’ purposes
for blogging with particular attention to tt  social and instructional purposes. The
sample of blogs came from an all-women's colle 2 in the United Arab Emirates.
Content analysis was conducted on eight blogs using previously tested
instruments to identify sacial presen:  and know ige construction. Authors of
the blogs participated in a focus _ oup discuss 1 about the purposes for
blogging. Findings revealed that the primary use of blogging was for social
purposes. Self-disclosure wastl m it notable purpose for blogging, in addition
to sharing emotional responses learning. The lack of teaching presence may
have resulted in students’ t 2 of blogging for social rather than instructional

purpc  ss.
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The current study may contribute a greater understanding of these uses for
blogging.

Limitations of the cur it study include the relatively short time frame of
the project within which t!  blc _3jing activity  :ur 1 and the fact that
participants are all non-native, English speaking Emirati women. The ubiquitous
internet access and use of personal lap  3s might also affect the results of the
current study.

The che, er ends with an overview of the current study. Chapter two
presents a theoretical framework. napter three presents the literature on
blogging and chapter four outlit s tt nm hods of the study. Chapter five
presents the findings and chapter six focuses on a discussion of the findings and

conclusions.
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and investigate in the case of a group of post-¢ :ondary learners and how they

engaged in blogging for social and instructional purposes.
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Participant selection « mne from the original body of 266 blogs available for
study. Sample blogs were selected based on evidence of social presence as
defined by Rourke et al. (2001) and the social construction of knowledge as
defined by Gunawardena et . (1997). This selection process produced eight
blogs for the current study.

Content analysis was condur 3d on each blog for evidence of social
presence and knowledge construction. . .om the content analysis, questions were
prepared for the focus group ¢ 1ssions. Students participated in focus group
discussions concerning their experiences with their blogs. Due to scheduling
difficulties, the participants v separated into three focus groups. A femr e
chaperone provided the participants with vocabulary. Their comments were
separated and organized according to keywords.

Profiles for each blr~we compiled using the completed content
analyses and summaries of the focus group disct sions. The profiles ai

presented in the next chap
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Fatma — Focus group sunm  ary.

Fatma admits that at first she started to blog to fulfill her project
requirements: “We use it for our e-f tfolio and that's why we did it". After her first
post, however, she discove 1 other purposes for blogging:

When | posted the first topic, wk 1 | looked at it, | thought, oh, it's nice, |
want to do more. See my blog. Some of them there are no comments ...
It's for me, it's like a diary, what | did, it's for me.

She asserts that her purpose for blogging was personal, adding that,
Yeah, even though | didn't get any comments, | want to post more. Maybe
they will comment. Maybe they ¢ v my post but didn't like it, or they didn't
want to comment. Maybe they v 1t another topic, | don’t know.

She continues togir ¢ < »1al reasons for why she continued to blog:
“You know when you do something for yourself, and you like, you want to do
again and 3jain". Fatma then describes how she felt when viewing | - work in
the blog: “For example, | didn’t open it for one month, and when | opened it again,
| want to know what | did. What | ned. | want to remember". On opening her
blog after one year, she commen “Wow, | was shocked ... | did that! And
chocolate, cats ... what was | thinking ... what was | thinking before and now what
am | thinking about”. Reflecting upon her blogging experience one year after, she
notes: “now | know re tt ue of it".

Fatma discusses blogging in a more general fashion, sharing her

impression of the various purpc 2sofblc r
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construction. Finally, a sumn vy of ich author's responses in the focus groups

detailed the author’s purposes for blogging in the context of her educational

activities.


























































































the students’ blogs may have inhibited their level of self-disclosure. The relatively
short time span of the current study and the limited size of the focus groups are
also noted as limitations.

Implications for practic slude ensuring that there is a balance of
teaching and social presence in blogging activities. Additionally, tivities may
need to be designed from the perspective of the student and may need to allow
students room to pursue social activities within the educational framework of any
blogging activity.

One area of further study might be to investigate the use of blogging for
expressing emotions related to irning process. Another area for study might
include the role of blogging for |  »ing public diaries. Researchers may also
want to study the effects of limiting access to blogs on self-disclosure. The role of
blogging in attracting attention to oneself and establishing ownership over
learning may provide an avenue for research. A final area °study could be to
investigate how  facilitate the accumulation of social capital within an online

community.
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use of vocatives “I think John made a good point”. or “John, what

(addressing so eone by do you think?"

their name or nickname)
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. The emotions convey 1 ger -al descriptions. In many ca: 3, students
may be tryii  to express a slightly different emotion.
. Thereisovt apbetv 1 some of the emoticons and students may use some

of them interchangeably.
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