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ABSTRACT

This study of musica l per fo rmance a nd i t s con text

examines t he local scenes in wh i ch it occurs . ora\'ling on

materials from a cademic and popular sources as well as

f ieldwork and interviews, the claim is made that country music

i s not only a ma s s med i a t ed phen ome non but also a h ighly

me aning f ul form of located expression in the ve r na c u Lar milieu

of wor king c lass pictou County, Nova Scotia . The reflexive

ethnographic presentation in the study also us e s b iographical

d e t a il to suggest the dilemmas of being a nat i ve observer.

using the ballad and folksong study of w. Roy xa cke na Lo

(18ElJ -1957) as a starting point, t he a nalysis points t o ways

i n whi ch contemporary country mus i.c inher its elements of

earlier narrative song forms and shows how those f o rms take

root in one pla ce . In doing so, a d istinct ion is ma de betwee n

the i nclusive term country mus i c and the categories within i t

wh i ch are me a ni ng f ul to local residents a nd their musical

taste conununities: b l ue grass , hanky tonk , o Ld- Edme, and

co unt ry rock. Such categories are not genres i n the u aue I

s ense, but together make a complex of musica l ca nons.

The focus is on one country music craftsma n a nd his
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