COUNTRY MUSIC PERFORMANCE IN NORTHERN
NOVA SCOTIA: AN OCCUPATIONAL STUDY OF
ART FITT, VERNACULAR CRAFTSMAN

JOHN WISDOM MACKAY













COUNTRY MUSIC PERFORMANCE IN NORTHERN NOVA SCOTIA:

AN OCCUPATIONAL STUDY OF ART FITT, VERNACULAR CRAFTSMAN

BY

JOHN WISDOM MACKAY, M.A.

A thesis submitted to the School of Graduate Studies
in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Folklore
Memorial University of Newfoundland

1995

St John's Newfoundland



ABSTRACT

This study of musical performance and its context
examines the local scenes in which it occurs. Drawing on
materials from academic and popular sources as well as
fieldwork and interviews, the claim is made that country music
is not only a mass mediated phenomenon but also a highly
meaningful form of located expression in the vernacular milieu
of working class Pictou County, Nova Scotia. The reflexive
ethnographic presentation in the study also uses biographical
detail to suggest the dilemmas of being a native observer.

Using the ballad and folksong study of W. Roy Mackenzie
(1883-1957) as a starting point, the analysis points to ways
in which contemporary country music inherits elements of
earlier narrative song forms and shows how those forms take
root in one place. In doing so, a distinction is made bhetween
the inclusive term country music and the categories within it
which are meaningful to local residents and their musical
taste communities: bluegrass, honky tonk, old-time, and
country rock. Such categories are not genres in the usual
sense, but together make a complex of musical canons.

The focus is on one country music craftsman and his
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