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Ramah Chert

Ramabh chert is a high qi

far north of Labrador. It is ni-t

ity, fine-grain

chert found only in a formation in the

islucent and, typically, is light grey in colour ith

black laminatic : and small black inclusions (McAleese 2002).



CHAPTER 3
Site And Artifact Descriptions

This chapter describes southern variant Maritime Archaic sites and their
associated artifacts dating from 5500 BP to 3200 BP, located along the Strait of Belle Isle
and the Northern Peninsula. The sites are presented in geographic order from north to

south. All radiocarbon dates cited in this thesis are the normalized or conventional age.

3.1 L’Anse Amour, Area 5 (EiBf-4)

The L’anse Amour site is a multi-component site with fifteen excavation areas
ranging in date from 1115170 BP (SI-1798) to 7530+£140 BP (I-8099)(McGhee and Tuck
1975). The site is located on the north shore of Forteau Bay within sand dunes and
covers approximately 50 hectares. Formally known as the FB-3 site (Harp 1963)
(McGhee and Tuck 1975), flake scatters, fire-cracked rock, and artifacts on the surface of
the sand blowouts lead to the re-discovery of the site (McGhee and Tuck 1975: 76-94). A
number of datable occupation horizons were found throughout the L’ Anse Amour site.
Area 5 is dated at 4105395 BP (I-7544) and is located at an elevation of 10 m asl (above

sea level).

3.1.1 Stratigraphy and Chronology
Only some of the material found in Area S is able to be associated with

undisturbed levels. An eroding profile contained in situ archaeological material, most of
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3.1.2 Raw Material

Raw material for Cultural Layer 2 of Area 5 consists primarily of slate. Flakes of
chert, mica and quartz were also found.
3.1.3 Artifacts

Associated artifacts include a slate celt fragment and a slate gouge (McGhee and

Tuck 1975: 79,233).

3.1.4 Site Function and Technology

Very few artifacts and no features were found and so site function is difficult to
determine. McGhee and Tuck (1975: 79) describe L’ Anse Amour, Area 5 site as a
“single small camp occupied during a short length of time.” Artifacts from this site are

made by ground stone technology.

3.1.5 Summary
L’ Anse Amour, Area 5, cultural layer 2 is a small site with few artifacts and no
archaeological features. However, this component of the L’ Anse Amour site shows that

ground stone technology was being used at around 4100 BP in this area.

3.2 The Graveyard Site (EiBf-6)

The Graveyard site is situated on an ancient beach, 300 m inland from the
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Overall, the Big-Droke-1 site is characterized by, 1) a flake tool technology
including blade-like flakes and bifacially flaked flakes, 2) the predominant use of ite
chert in earlier dated features and use of white, ey, and “turnip”chert in laterd d
features, and 3) a ground stone technoli  rindicated bya »n :and many ground slate

fragments.

3.6 Caines Site (EgBf-15)
The Caines site is locc 1 in the town of Bird Cove approximately 60 m away
from Big Droke-1 at 8-10 metres asl (Reader 1¢ ): 3). Ten features were excavat ,

including seven hearths, two biface caches, and one flake concentration.

3.6.1 Stratigraphy and Chronolc /

The stratigraphy of the Caines site consists of a peat layer over Level 1, ac tural
level with “scattered granite and quartzite slabs and cobbles throughout.” (Reader 1998:
12). A charcoal lens was found on top of Level 1 throughout most of the excavate areas.
Where hearths were located, this charce  lens appeared “fire-reddened” (Reader 1999:

4)(Table 3.14). Two dates were tained from he 1 features (Table 3.15).
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3.57 Summary

The two dated hearth features at the Caines site  : Features 1 and 2, with
Features 5 and 6 and 9 associated with Feature 2. These features are dated to
approximately 3500 BP and 3600 BF  ;pectively. Notably, a contracting stemmed
biface is associated with Feature 2. In summary, the site is characterized by, 1) blade-like
flakes, 2) biface and biface production, 3) retouched flakes, and 4) ground slate

technology.

3.7 The Gould Site (EeBi-42)

The Gould site is lo on the western side of the Northern Peninsula in Port au
Choix, slightly southeast of an isthmus which intersects the harbor  of Back Arm and
Gargamelle Cove. The site elevation is 6-10 m asl and was excavated over four field
seasons, from 1997-2000 (Renouf and Bell 1998; 1999; 2000; 2001). It contains
evidence for both Maritime /  aic and Recent Indian occupations.

...ere are two main areas of excavation within the Gould si ~ The first is located
on and near the property of John Gould (Figure 3.1). This part of the site has three major
excavation areas: Area 98-1, ¢ I, and Arr  99-11. Numerous test trenches were
also dug on this part of the Gould si  Area 99-1 con ned a Maritime Archaic
component dated between "~ )0-3450 BP.

...e other major excavation area is Area 99-2 (F 1re 3.2). Itis located on an

ancient beach terrace at 10 m asl and within the properties of Mr. Ben Ploughman and of

Mr. and Mrs. Greg and Patricia O’Keefe (Renouf and Bell 1998) A small pond, known


































































































































functional or could be evidence of r¢ “onal variation of the southern variant Mari ne
Archaic in Newfoundland 1d Labrador.

However, this regional variation is pale in comparison to the variation fou |
between northern variant and southern variant Maritime Archaic artifacts. If Area 10
of the L’anse Amour site is an early occupation of the southern variant Maritime
Archaic in Newfoundland and Lab lor, it would mean that the northern and southern
variants coexisted for over 3000 years. This begs the question, how were : north
and southern variants related and how did they co-exist, seemingly peacefully, for so
long. It does not appear at this time tl  the southern variant descended from the
northern, but that they arri  ap_  ximately 6500 years ago to a place already
inhabited by people who harves same resources that they did. In light of the
fact that there is no archaeol: evidence of any conflict, it would seem that s¢ =
social ties at least would haveto e 1 made to keep the peace, if not biological
ones. If the northern and southern variant considered themselves culturally different
from one another, a peaceful coexistence of two culturally distinct groups, compe 1g
for the same resources for 3000y s is a remarkable example of civility for any time

in human history.

96



REFERENCES CITED

Andrefsky Jr., Willic...

1998

Austin, Shaun J.
1981

Beaton, Gregory
2004

Lithics: Macroscopic Approaches to Analysis. Cambridge
Manuals in Archaeology, Cambridge University Press:
T ~ndon, England.

Cape Cove Beach (DhAi-5-6-7), Newfoundland: Prehistoric
Cultures. Unpublished M.A. Thesis, Department of
Anthropology, Memorial University of Newfoundland, St.
John’s.

A Chip Off the Old Block: Investigations of a Maritime Archaic
Lithic Workshop/Quarry Site in Big Brook (EjBa-2),
Northwestern Newfoundland. Unpublished M.A. Thesis,
Department of AntuuopOivgy, Memoria Jniversity of
Newfoundland, St. John’s.

Bordes, Francois and Jean Gaussen

1970

Bourque, Bruce J.

1995

1976

1975

Byers, Douglas S.

1979

Un Fond de Tente Magdalénien prés de Mussidan (Dordogne).
In, Friihe Menschheit und Umwelt. Rust-Festschrift.
Fundamenta A2: 312-329.

Diveristy and Complexity in Prehistoric Maritime Societies: A
Gulf of Maine Perspective. Plenum Press; New York and
London.

Turner Farm: A preliminary Report. Man in the Northeast 11:
21-30.

Comments on the Late Archaic populations of central Maine:
the view from the Turner Farm. Arctic Anthropology 12(2):
35-45.

The Nevin Shellheap: burials and observations. Papers of the
Robert S. Peabody Foundation for Archaeology 9.

97





















Plate 1 Artifacts from Graveyard Site
(McGhee and Tuck 1975: 221)
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Plate 2 Artifacts fr~— Forteau Point Site (McGhee
and Tuck 1v/3:223)
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Plate 3 Blade-like Flakes from Big Brook-2 Site
(Beaton 2004:138)
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Plate 4

Blade-like Flakes from Big Droke-1 Site,
Feature 8
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Plate 5 Artifacts from Big Droke-1 Site, Feature 19
Top Row: Blade-like Flakes

Middle Row:  Biface Fragments
Bottom Row:  Core Fragments
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Plate 6

Artifacts from B Droke-1 Site, Featu 6

Top Row:
Bottom Row:

Blade-like Flake Fragments
Ground Slate Fragments
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Plate 7

Arti s fre

First:
Second:
Third:

Big Droke-1 Site, Feature 15

Biface Fragment
Bifacially Flaked flake
Ground Slate Fragment
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Plate 8 Gouge from Big Droke-1 Site, Feature |
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Plate 9

Arti ts from Big Droke-1 Site

Top Rows: Bifaces
Bottom Ro Blade-like Flakes
Blade-like Flake Fragments






Plate 10

Artifacts from Cai Site, Feature |

First:
Second:
Third:

Quartz Crystal
Blade-like Flake
Contracting Stemmed Biface






Plate 11

Artifacts fr

First Row:
Second Row:
Third Row:
Fourth Row:

Caines Site, Feature 2

Retouched Flakes and Scraper

Biface Fragments

Gouge

Side-notched Biface (Graveyard Style)












Pla 13 Artifacts from ( nes Site, Feature 2

First Row: Biface and Biface Preform
Second Row: B Fragment and Scraper
Third Row: B like Fla  Fragment and Qua  Cobble
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Plate 14

Artifacts from Caines Site, Features 7, 8, and 10

First Row: F 7

Second Row: F 8: Retouched Fl:  Bif: -efo
Ground Slate Fragment, 6 Blade-like Flake Fr

Third Row: Feature 8, Celt

Fourth Row: ure 10, Biface 1 nent

Sﬂ

nents






Plate 15

Artifacts from Caines Site

First Row: Microblade, Microblade Fragm
Second Row: Blade-like Flakes
Third Row: B le-like Flakes

. Bla:

-like Flake
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Plate 16

Bifa

3

ents from Caines Site






late 17

Artifacts m Caines Site

First Hw: Retouched F <es
Second Row: Quartz Cobbles
Third Row: Ground Slate Fr

nents
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Plate 18 Blades from Gould Site, Area 99-2
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Plate 19 Blade-l1 :Flakes from Gould Site, Area 99-2
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Plate 20 Core F nents from Gould Site, Area 99-2







ate 21 Pieces Esquillées from Gould Site, Area 99-2







ate 22 Expandii I ed, Ground Slate Biface and Biface
Preform trom Gould Site, Areat 2







late 23 Retouched Flakes from Gould Site, Area 99-2
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Pl.

24

Flake Poin

id Scraper from Gould Site, Area 99-2
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5

Artifacts fi
Top Row:

Bottom Row:

yuld Site, Area 99-1

Side-notched, Expanding Base B
Fragments
Biface Fragments

ce
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ate 26

Refitted, Chert Cobble from Gould Site, Area 99
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late 27 H: n  ones from Cow Head Site
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Plate 28 Artifacts from Cow H 1§

First Row: Plumr  and Ground Slate Fragments

Second Row: Ground Slate Fragments

Third Row: Ground Slate Fr.  nent and Ground Slate B ce Fragment
Fourth Row: Ground Stone Celt
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late 29 Biface P orms from Cow Head Site
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late 30 Biface F  orms Cow Head Site
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Plate 31

Bi-pointed Bifaces from Cow Head Site







Plate 32 Art  cts from Cow Head Site
Top Row: 2 Ovate Bifaces and Biface Fi
Bottom Rows: face Fr. nents
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Plate 33 Blades from Beaches Site, Cultural Layer 2
(Car" 1an 1975: 159)
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ate 34 Blac Beaches Site, Cultural Layer 1
(Car ¥75: )
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ate 35 Bi-pointec ceolate Bifaces = m Beaches ! g,
Cultural L
(Car _ an 1975: 151)

173







ate 36

Biface Fr
(Carignar

s from Beaches Site, Cultural La
155)
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1 te37 Flake Points from Black Island-2 Site
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Plate 38 F :Points om Black Isla " 2 Site
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Plate 39 Ha i Bifaces from Black Island-2 Site
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Plate 40 Artifac  from L’ Anse Amour Site, Area 10
(McGhee and Tuck 1975: 235)
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