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thesis is to integrate traditional knowledge with archacological knov 1¢ nd to present
the synthesized information in an accessible format for both the local and archaeological
communities. [ became interested in cxploring how archaeologists can work with local
communitics to gain insight into the past and how o historics can best be incorporated
in archaeological research. [ also wanted to consult with the Inuit on their views of
current and future archacological practice.

Motivated by a community-based 1 sretical approach, this rescarch aimed towards a
multivocal interpretation of the past ar  the crecation of something tangible, in thisc ca
website, in order to bring these two fo s of knowled_ together. In pursuing this, [
worked with intcrested community me  bers and institutions in Nain, Labrador (Fig ¢
1.1), gathcring oral histories to combinc with the existing archacological record. This
thesis presents the results of this resear  to the academic audience, while a website

designed with the community’s input p ents the results to a much wider audience.

















































































(Thoms 1971). Unfortunately, the “Moravians undcrestimated the im; ¢ ons that
scdentary mission life would have on the cconomy of the pr lously nomadic Inuit™
(Kennedy 1985: 267); they visited the hunting/fishi  camps in the summer and
encouraged the Inuit to stay at mission stations duri'  the winter. This pa :rn happened
to coincide with the religious calendar between Christmas and Easter, and the importance

of these two holidays persists today (k- nedy 1985).

In order to reach out to the Inuit populations, the missions expand¢  opening
Okak to the north in 1776 and Hopedale to the south in 1782. This expansion continued

along the coast over the next hundred s (Figure 3.1).
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formal community in 1771 with the arrival of Moravian missionarics, through
confederation in 1949, government-im  sed relocations, the finalization of land claims
and formation of self-government, Nain has experienced many changes and will continue
to do so. Nain acts as a gatcway to the north and with the newly formed Tomgat
Mountains National Park Reserve Nain is sccing, an  will continue to sec, rescarchers
and tourists in town on their way up the coast, as | first encountered it myself. Nain
experienced outside influence through the Moravian mission  ¢s and then the € 1adian
Government. It will be interesting to s what changes take place now that the

Nunatsiavut Government is in control.

































4.2.8 Louisa Flowers

Louisa was born just outside Killinck. She! med how to clcan and preparc scal
skins from her mother while her older sister went out  inting with her father. Her family
would travel to Hecbron for Christmas and Easter to«  cbrate  ith other family and
friends. Shc met her husb: 1 Edward on her way through Nain to work in Makkovik,
and after rclocation she joined her parents and Edward in Nain where she then got
marricd. Louisa has six children and now that they: grownup theyt ¢ erto the
cabin on Paul’s Island. Louisa and Edward also participated  the life-skills program.

This interview was conducted in Inukt

Figure 4.7: Louisa Flowcrs
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4.2.10 Hayward Ford

Hayward was born in Nain in 1936 but he ¢ up on Black Island and lived there
until 1976 when he moved to Nain. He still has a houscont :islan  The Ford family
had a large scaling station« Black [  id, and Hayward spent most of his life hunting,
fishing, hauling wood and taking . -c of the dog tcams. Hc had cleven siblings and they

would have fun by using scal: ins to go sledding in the winter.

Figure 4.9: Hayward Ford
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“In the mouth of Napatok... that was my favourite place ecause I grew up
there. Grew up around that area.” (Louisa Flowe

My attempt to find out what the El s in the community ought of archaeology and
how they would like to see archacology conducted in the futurc was not particularly
successful, since many belicved archacology was about searching for graves and
therefore they did not see its importance or relevance to ieir|  tory. This issue is

discussed further in chapter 5.

4.4 Archaeological Interests of the Con  unity

Rcalizing that I had no idca what the overall interests of the commui  y were with
regards to archaeology, even after my interviews with the Elders, 1 decided to canvas a
larger audience, including a range of agc oups. | went back to Nain in Junc 2007 for a
follow-up visit and gave a couple of brief presentations on archacc gy and my rescarch
to classes at Jens Haven Memorial School. During the questic  periods, | was able to get
a sensc from the students of their ideas of archaeology and their interests in the past. 1
also met with community i 1bers at the Atsanik Lo« :and{ in out their thoughts.
During this follow-up visit,  ar ged for a short survey to be conducted and I have
compiled the results into a table (Table 4.1). The majority of respondents said that they

did not know much about archacology in abrador but stated that thcy would like to
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Table 4.1: Survey Results

Survey Responses

1) Do you know much about the arc  :ology
that goes on in Labrador?

2) Would you ke to know more about it?

3) « wereto ceivel y ,
wh  format would you prefer?

4) How wo  youl =to see archaeology
co :d ie future?

* 1 2respc e number for question 4 is out of

60 due to the ‘check all that apply’ nature of
the question.

Yes
10 (24%)

26 (63%)

Website

9 (22%)

Comi ity
Involvement

17 (28%)

Maybe
8 (20%)

13 (32%)

News Brief

17 (417

Voli eer/E )loyment

27 (45%)

No
23 (56%)

2 (5%)

Pres( tation

15 (37%)

Post-research
Information

16 (27%)

Total

41
(100%)

41
(100%)

41
(100%)






































































focused on social interactions between people and v chis¢« porte by areflexive
mecthodology is most appropriate. This reflexivity should extend to 1 examination of

the interactions between the researcher and the participants or communitics associated

with the work, throughout t  research rocess.













































this involvement.

Thus far, archaeologists have w  ted with communitic along e Labrador coast
to the best of their abilities, and not every researcher interes d in such focussed
community-based approaches as those that [ have suggested. While I argue r
community involvement, I realize that not cvery arct ologis! as the inclination to
engage in such projects. Inmany « zs,thecon un esthemselves could initiate these
projects as their involvement is based on their level of interest. When a community is
rcady to increase their involvement in archaeological research, they can approach
interested archaeologists within their region to undert: 2 a prc ct. In this particular case,
the potential and desire for great commi  ty collaboration exists in Nain; it is up to us

researchers to get it started.
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Further Information
Participants concerned about their involvement in the rescarch 1y contact the following;:

Dr. Peter Whitridge: Archaeolc 7 Unit, | rtm tof Anthro logy, Memorial University
of Newfoundland, St. John’s, NLL A1C 587  Tel. (709) 737-2394 Email: whitndg mun.ca

Interdisciplinary Committee on Ethics in 1man Researr , Mer Hrial University of
Newfoundland, St. John's NI. A " 587 Tel.: (709)737-8368 Email: icchr@mun.
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Appendix 2

Samplec Transcnibed It ‘view
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H: I mean my older brothc  thecy knows a lot more. Like Jo ny, well Johnny’s the only
one left I supposc...because [other people outside his family] they never done much
sealing down there like we did. They ! 1a chance to go to school. Well we boys missed
a lot of school. Had to leave one time *  :ausc they had no he  in school, closed the
school. Because all thcy had or burncd was wood then. [Reflective pause]  had a good
life, especially the last few years. It’s going to fast, once you :ts up in your fifties you
gotta try and hang on!

A: Yeah I only turned twenty-five this summer but it scems cvery year it goes faster and
faster.

K: Wish | was twenty-five again!

A: But thank you for sitting down today and chatting and telling us about growing up.
That was grcat.

H: I’m not telling you no lies! (all lau; ing)
A: Did you have anything clse  atic?

K: Nope. Interesting though, very in  sting.
A: Yeah.

[End of tape]
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