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| Jackson

ant to | upid? Major stupid? Stand-up
You walk onto a bare stage absolutely
nocom ~ il p,noscriptoractors to
‘tyou, no | i and music to give you life—

urself s ng your words out of your own
elling each  rson, one on one, the weirdest
's of your psyche. And everybody is judging
ersonality, Iging whether you are worth
roney, whether you make them happy.

they do not lai , that silen a action
person: ly you. Not your mother. Not
iano pla f you have one. A thousand
rinaro » saying, “You stink. You're
g

Joan Rivers

s aut erectus [To stand up — or be set up?]

arcus Aurelius, Meditations, VII. 12









































































































































































































performance, and not only to its

tituent iter
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the object of stu

' proper.
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the professional come an'sitine tlife. Iter with a denouement on how the stand-up
comedian, both of professional n sity and by virtue of being “trapped” in this social
identity, can never fully bridge t  distance, as th : is always the expectation of being

an outsider.

































































































































































































195

quickly try to establish how best 1 guide ap ic araudience towards the preferred
interpretation. His or her aim is not to assist1 :m  the discernment of an actual truth,
but to deliver whatever will pay oftf with laughter, at the time or over the course of the
performance. These are offered  thin the co  :xt of ostensibly non-performative off-
stage narratives which, outside > play wi  d« the stage, are not subject to the same
ne tiation of truth as the onst:  variants

In the next chapter [ e:  ine the con ot of “marginalised™ figure in greater
detail and discuss how stand-up  medians develc a persona that builds on this marginal

stance.
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