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§ . CHAPTER I s .
7 ’ " INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY .

L3 s S

- T :
‘- 'rﬂere are ny social :.asuea -being disculsed 1n con- ; 3

-tmpora.ry‘ childx n'sAiteratdre. Topxcs,that.w_er. once
conuideud t.ab,oo are now discussed freely in 'children's

1] L R T

“books. . Por xample, 4 14  ‘for chud:en

discusses luch hemes as alcchohsny, v‘!_féhpe, death, huma
. 8e; Gality, ecol 9Yr and sanle parent famih’sb

* / Many psopls are, extremely concetned abouc the explicit- * 4

neas with whi.ch some n£ these topics ate ttented. '.There a:e‘

v.hose whu by ueve 'ahuf. such subjects are not appxcprute for L 4

chxld‘re. at all. while o!:hers believe that books dealinq R
with guch issues permit chxldren £ view society and peuple -

xeal:lsti‘cllly. -xinsky and VScfme'ikg:t (1977) ‘sugg'e§c ‘that

hh& mature themes are not ehe critical issues to be con- - =
cetned uith; uthu. the cause for concern is the way the i ¥ T ~
\ Q%ﬂues are treuted. They naxnta:m thnt such themes shduld ° - 5T e

"demonstrlt.a a com:srn for hunan danity and human frailty.

-al\d a genuina uoncern for the quality of 1:|.£e“ '(p. 075). -

;Much coice! has h{"(

atuze,

| ‘effects that th'e-'e.f:nntzavers al
; o * A< N o



E Gty Qoncerhs ‘have: aljm been exptessed about the’ h.tera;y meth:

9{ books that di‘scuu these,cox\ttoversnl chelnes. For“these

- _xeasons, the writar has chasen to examine a numbe: of thene

n'gmely(\'rg @nce, bteakdwn of t-hw-fanil.y unit, h\man

sexual.:n:y, and druq, and alcghol abuse: .

; The mbl- 2.0 S

Today s childzen s literature is ’deulinq more ind m‘arre‘
\aith current usues. Iif parents and eéchers are goinq W .
1y on children's bonks to help Bt é nts understand and ..

eal wzth specul ~1ssueq_ and concersns, then 1!: i,s 1mpcr- 2%

tant’ thaﬂhese issues and concexns be deuit,q{ﬂl honestly-

* and realistxcally. . ]
8 . The problem cohcerns the~selection of\*ﬁooks whigh™~~

depxct contempBrary issues in an honest and realistic ‘man=

* ner, wuth@xt sensatlonalxsm and exploiution. * M: the” same
time, the books should have L\éeraxy meﬁt. lhatéj the
books- should not.be selected on the basw of thosociak
issue alone; matead, the liteta:y quaucy of the book‘ mu..t
always be a majux cal\sxdetat:.on. The person sglectinq the _ .

books'must be ab,le to distinguish beﬁ\veex; r.he xncem-t -

5 B . N "-attached to the issue ‘and’ qenuxna literature of some thligy.

Eéucatuzn must be coniident r.hat the, 'selécte'd books are £ine’ —

ones with wel]. developed plucs, credible \characten and e i

effequve style. g ; : 2 R o

All who ?e responaible foz selecunq Bonkl for chl.).-"
N dren must be able to assess and evu}uate ﬁrticug‘n bookl.

" bcth in terms of their uterary merit”and Ln cermu “of the-‘




v_r.rea'tment ‘of - t] art ;:ulair isaue i}xvolved: Lacking this

ability, indi\i als may “choose books: solely ox\ the bas s .




3 & > . . . 5

deals with the soc:.al themes o_t violence, breakdown of the )

family umt, fluman sexualxty, and drug and alcohol abuse.

’ - © Need
9 ' K . \ P
Until relatively recently very few children's book's

discussed,such controversial social issdes as téenage preg-

7 & .2 . v
e #a nancy, vxolence, drug abuse, handxcaplsm, and racism: £ 3
K

e Indeed, as Sadker -and Sadker (1977~) say, chxldrenl“]baoks

- -; . frequentiy‘ escnbed chudhooi nostagwally as’ “a-time oE

I by nqlxness and’

L .-happiness and inn

g ha:ds'hip'

(p. 1. Acknowledgxny the xmpertaée o chi].'-

- £l . den's liferature to thel d‘évelopment ot attitude
s ests and ‘thé overall growth of‘ch.\ldren, there is.a need ’

for children to meet if their 1Lterature the issues which

: are a part' of the’ real world. Contémporai‘y cﬁildzen's'lit—

o, * - erature .that portrays the totality of today's ‘world should - -

include both the regati

e and the posxtive factors in
sccxety. Burch (1971) suggests that "we should not scare 3 -

g cmldxen, but on: the other L\and, we 'should- not Lie to chemr"

‘by pretend:.nq that- thé wor],d is entlrely safe" (p 3).

Machnald (1983), Exanuned the treatn\ent in chudxen's 5

' books of the; social issues of ]death, handj.capism, racism 2

) a\rﬁ‘ sexism‘.v The author zecommended that ‘a. follownup study .

*, be dnne dealxng thh other sccxal sues, such as dlvo:ce,

__ s,exuality and v;olence. '!‘rus study fuuowed the MacDonnld

ion andv




The pfimaty objective of this W was to compile an
annotated- Mbliography of books that deal with the specific
social issues.of -this study. A secondary objective was to

) eview the available critical liieraéure as it pettained
- to the social’ 1ssues of violence, breakdowg of the family

. und€; %an sexuality, and drug .ahd alcohol abuse.

M

Thxs thes:.s was o}

ber of socxa[ issues, :.n childrbn s bcoks. 'l;){e soéiai issdes

thh the tr of ‘a num-

uhder cons.\deratxon we,re vxolence, breakdawn of _the famxly

‘unit, human sexualu:y, and drug and . alcohol abuse. There

are many cther soclal lssues hhat are peservmg of examina-

s55 . tion, but .all.can not feasibly be” inch\ded if a smqle

- P study. A selected bxblxogzaphy of bocks prese‘nhly in prmt

was prov1ded for each of the 1ssues under study. mhe anno=

: tated bibl:.oqn:phy is, however, hm?u:ed. No attempt was

- ..made to prmn.de an Exhaustive listlng. Rather, a se&eqted

hibliogtaphy of Books dealing with the sop:.a). Lssues exam-

ined in thxs st\}dy has been prepared. 5
).

x % Methodologx

MucDona!.d((].%!) study, a recnmmendat‘;oh that another study
_‘ be’ done that would exanune other controverslal\ spcial

inaues 1n childzen £ J.i\:ernt:urs‘ The pracedure' followed in

- Object. ves\\ . | =

W ‘mis. thesis ‘gge‘w"o;xt of ione"recommendati‘on made in the-




.. . abuse, w:n:h an emphas;s on’: the h.t:etature of the

: decade. The crxtxci’sm reviewed for .these- spe

i repcrt\e‘d in the literature revigw. o Yo T f . -

‘theme emerge na:uruuy from the story?

by MacDonald.  The study was designed to examine the treat~ . %%

ment of specific social issues in children's literature and '’ :

to compile an 2d bibliography of r ided books *

in which those soc¢ial issues arm within a context

of literary excellence. 'A number .of steps were taken in

orderfto. fulfill this purpose. ’, : . R

of the famxly un:n:, hu.man sexuallty, and druq and alcahol A

‘last

ific social

issues. 1n add;t).cm to any emerging princxples, have_beeri |
The writer coméiled a recominénded list of . books -that

r L

deal-with the ‘specific socxal xssues of this study. Thls o

].J.st wds compiled thzouqh a, thurouqh bxblloqr{hic search,

using all standard bxblmgraphxc tools. . B 3 - pin
. In attempting to complle a reco;?nended list of - books*‘

v i

for educators; theé writer. apphed standard evaluauve :

critetia. ' Huck's guidelires (1979 b 16-17) “Eor evalu-

ating chxldzen‘fs literature ()\ppendlx A) weré used. Theae

‘quidelines suqqested the following basic consxdentxons ta

be. xmpor\:ant for the evsluatwn of children s, l).terature. . -

Plot - Is the pl or; qinal, ctedible, logical.and ;
well constructed? . v

Sefting -. When and where is the. setcing? " 1s th
aettinq authentic? Dces the story transcend the setting?

Theme - ‘Is the theme valid and ethical? Do‘és the




§ charactezizacion - I8 theze any ch&acter grcwth? Are
the characters convincing and, credible? Are the chazacters :
realhtﬁ:ally and. natuxally developed? - . =~ ..

: Style - Is the siyle straight 2 ‘What iques * 1. ¢
e B ." does the author use to tell the stqry dnd expx'ess poihts of i v
GH oaC %o view N °

Format - Is the* foxmat ef the bock smcable to the
.topic and > and intehded aud; nce T ) 5 %

~ Books included in t‘he recommended 1:|.st of books - were y

§ those books which

a) meet the’ quideli\es as outun d

h) have been personally exal ne by~ the writer,

c) have bei n recom:uended Ln

& d] are pxesently

N
‘]ect matte:/xntezes€ appeal aﬂd populatity ate

likely to be available in many schools. , Hi E «

For each -book xncluded, fnll bib!iogzaph.\.c data as well

-as brief descriptive and crltwal Jannotatinns are p.rcvzded. &

This atudy 15 répcxted in two sect:.onq. “e Pnt x pre‘-

Eents a repokt of the actual study, Part II contnxns the P i

annotated bibliography wibh all Q ,mq ionms .. .

- Pdrt I, Chapte: I includes .an 1ntr duct:.on to the‘study,

-the:

of the 3 bl the P e of t;he study, the- % s ol

‘need for the study,—the llm;tations ot the study mha

Chapter i1 :av;awa tha related 11 etatur

methodolog

1B

3 which is repm:ted unde the followinq headin{; violencer

’ braakdown of \:he .

nlcohol abuse. chapter )I,II provides the snmmaq:y of the



project with a number of reccmmenda!:ions. Paxt It i

desigped i:o serve as a-booklet £6r the use- of the glass- %

room teachers. * It includesﬁn :.m:toductmn vand-an

L. 2 notated b:. liography af’sel._, ted tﬁ:les arranged alpha-

betzcally by authpr undex: the sub)ects ‘of v:.olence.




Dve: the 1Ast decade authcrs of children's llteratux'e. 2

., .are beglnning to wr:,te moxe and more abcut toplcs that heze-

tnfore had sca’cely been mentxoned. Some authors \dho wrlte

centempozary social issues often squesc that chmldten ‘

cted to the totahty of today s wozld On "

t'he ther hand, there al’e wnters | critics who suggest

- that it is. better'to shield ch).w],drén Erom book; that deal’

with c0ntempora),'y socxal issies. Lanes (1971‘) suggests * s

g that many eadults are reli ctan: to ruffle that blanket of p H v

, pzimal mnocence with whxch al], children enter the wnrld" } -

(p- 5). IE chzldten s books are gcmg to addxess _the realz-

‘v

Baeh (1975) ,makes, thls point, azguinq that B . 5 B 2

the éurrent atcentlan ‘to.what a” book is’ ahl{/ .
: 1‘rather than how a writér handles his.or her- M- N
¥ . “‘subject will be ultimately -detrimental to- thez = '
litera:y qpality o chudrer{ 8 books.. (p. 66)"

‘l‘his chapter, ill,‘examine tha q{itical literatura “and wiIl e

reputt on%hese lasuesx excellence in childzen's llterg-

Cu:e :.n gener@ »ahd. excellence ln realiutlc fict:.on in 5




\nar;%w wor;d(‘c;f'its n, but is enmeshed in a- 1ar§er world E

g™y o of 1.{.t’erature‘ . and that the hxghest standatds of one

turxe" (p. 370:); and Tcwna\:nd (1&71) argues vthac chez‘ in® s wdh

5 no sut:h‘ thmg ‘as ch.\.ldren's literature, :hexe s just lit-

Accozdxng to Huck (1919) "the line

. e
LV erature (p. 378)

= be«:wean children s ‘1:Lteraturs and adult hteratuxa is

Althguqh the content of children's liter=

W O i blurred" (pe 5)
; atute is limxted by the ch:.ld's expe‘rience and understand--
A, AR ing, Huck argues that "the author who can fill t)\ese

expengnces with' maginat.\qn and insxght .and communicate‘

“’then to. childreh is writing childten ‘8 literature” (b. 6

i 'Autl}n:s N_of chlldren s books themselves genatally deny

v any claim of writing intentionp_lly for a child uudienc_"_.

©*Dell (in Townsend, 1971)'"and Fax (in Aownsend, 1971),

dlstinquiahed authors-of awaxd -winning chudren'l boaks and . .

N e v e .




. .'an thor beqins to wute thé a _" is

'authors' of adult béoks a8 weu, both .declare’ that in theu

. He' argues that authors "must meet .0

or: dults and ahxldren, :.nclud:.ng C.s.

Lewis, Rumer Godden Eli,zabeth Yates, " Pearl _Buck, .&.B. White,”

Isanc Baﬁhevxs Sinqez. She cofitends” that suc‘h ‘authors do L

) _not 'blunt ‘:heir pens 'when they erte fdr boys'and ‘girls.

; Many uuthots and critics believe Xhat children's 1:|.ter.a‘t\xre

- is -part “of che mamstream of all 11tezature. . This nctv{lth—
gtanding, Huck"(1979) points out t_hat'there is a pniéuene,s's T
about children's literatire--4 unigueness related to the™
Eudience- that it' addreésas. Huck suggests that the moment _

ined

g

less of .wj ethez or not thxs vas the conscious intent of the

author. .The publisher finally d\acides blhether the book I

wx.ll he publ:.s ed for children ‘or adults.

) K§21 (1970) argues thiat "good children's books are . |
those books: that appeal to . children as they;a;e, not as
adults sometimss project them to be" (p. ). 'she points

out that good chlldren s bocks ara,geared t:o chi{’ren's

‘_ tastes, 1nstead of being "spineless nothings." Karl sug--

gests that it is the autho: ] appxbach to the material, and

"that aréa of natute: where [theyl arey ., »
: ck (1979) pomts out that manyx g




e \‘ in Somé’ cases, “the depth ia(_adrbreadth' of thé subject matter

that - riakes a book a_children's’?ook.' Karl believes’ tHat it B E

. § k3 ;
is _»bec'ause of what' childrpn are. that Yeal children's pook;' - {

exist. She recognizes the "’mp?{rtance of' p!.ot. style, chax- h

'in c}uld:en)s ln:g:a!:ure. " ll-ne ma:.ntaxns ¢ha,c child' en s
|

. books fare. charactetlzed by

any dlstlnguxshxng featu esy,

laok al llfe w.l.th hope, nev

' sense.of a&enture, a’ feelxng that the unexpected can hap—
pen and that dreams can be fulfxlledh/chudren 's books
ev].nce a feeling of affuu.ty for the worlld, ‘a senseé of

)

helcnqmg to natu:e and all 11v1ng things (pp. . Karl

says that although almost any bcok mth r_hese attltudes may

be consldeted a, chxldx‘en s bouk, the best ch.leten s

has chxldten in it because cl

will be. a bcok thi

.are most lxkely to be _attracted to book s, about: people nke

themselves" P 8) )Ccurd:.nq to Karl, if adults taka hope

out cf ch:.ldhood, Dhlldl’el’l wcm t be left with much., . hg
polnts om: that chleren s books help. children qxow and:

feel a paxt 'of the "» verall doings of man' (p. 9)..

. walter de la Mare.(in smith. “1967) - ﬁa:ed that "

know well that only the.rarest kind of best ,ijlanything can’

be gcod ‘enough for the younq" (p. 11). ‘Bath, lg ‘Mare and




only those books that wil]. help l:hem grow bcth in mlnd and

"body. ‘These bools of 'honesty, lm:egtxty and vz.sxon" will
A .
— stir the children's’ imaglnation and s'tretch their minds. -

Smith contends Q:hat “the thmq that makes a hook a good /'

book -fo’r a’ child is that it is an experience" (p. 14)

believes thut: tigse experiences p:oude the ehila mch%ome/

thing pexmanem: whlch ¢an never be taken away from hun. S

. that ~isw:ken in them noc "matdlin senti::

3 mentahtx, but* sensxbLlity— that»enable them ta share in

/ great human emot‘.mns"‘(p ; 42) He belx.e\ves that children' s, D
books should provide drfferent klnd;/o? knowledqe, especz—

'ally the most dJ.E icult, and the most. ecessary. Hh:.ch is

"that of the human 'heart" (p. 433 . }h—ildKEH's books,

accotdxng to Hazaxd, sho\ald set in action truths ‘worthy 6f
lastinq forever and shoqu 1nsp1re(one s whole mner life .

p. M) s wfn” Hazard s opinibn, good hooks must stbmit to i

ch:l.ldrenA s demands. because hildren need to see’ themselves .

& in the books they read Hazard cauuons ad.qlts that gbod

books help childxen keep tReir: drean\ § qbo;i books: give cxhzl,- .

dren wings. he hx;d:en vt;o\egcape‘.inéq the faraway, and,

help ahxldren build ‘ﬂézdge palaces in tn‘e'lnji.ds':'.c;f- erchanted

gaxrdens" (p. 44 A . £ Py

According to Higqins (1970) uteratuxe, for chxldrem

and adults, ma_y be defined as, 'writing that‘ h s cla:un to



§

. ‘good book__pz cnqdzsn can be distinguished from poorly: 2

© to each xndivxdual, whe t!us umgz s€lf +is ™" uced"' or

- child, wh_ich are truly childten‘a books, a‘ze the work of an

that children s, beoku must’ be- Jud ed-. by the same- standard-
‘.as adult l’itatntuze. Ha suys that "a qood’ j:hildren 8 buok
. must not only be plelsinq to chl!drqm it musf. bé a’ gccd

1). He realizes that there must be 'standards by vhich & L.

vntten b ﬁ In Higgi?s op.uunn, books_which deserve to 3
be.called chlldx‘en s lxteratu:e recognize the "xnner child" vl
while allowing that 'child to groW.  <Such ‘books allou chil- ~

dren_ t_o share experxences beyond their unmedxate cqngxbln

. -horizons. Such’ books racognize the hlpox:tance of Im:eg- S

ricy, vahdn.y, and beauty. Each xndivmuu, accm—,

quqxns, has ,"zm :.nnate es‘ence" whxch is nacive,and uniqué’ -

"lead Forth® it i's, Higging helzeves, 'th?e_llsp:inq £xon

] s
wLich all.art flows" (p..3). Books which #each the-.inner

authdr who can réach into his own unique‘qan and inner self * o

and .;.,,,,, with "the of ‘childhood." 'The writer . -

of ch.\.ldren s litetature, Higgins beneves, must always

i recognlze the special‘-needs and lxmxtatxons Efcm].dten.

He states chat "when.a wnter is over the enodanal ana

mt711ectua1 capacities of hls chxld-unden, +then, ‘no
matter -what he chinks, he rs no lonqer writing -for chxl_dren"
1
7 . s as by
(p. 3 ) . <,
Accm:dx.l'\g to Heins (1970) and -Egoff (1979) chxldrgn s

1iteratuze .'I.G A pan: of all litentuze. Heins helieves %

bcok 1h us r.mn right" (p. 75) . Au:hough quif (1.979) h 8

PSR




. aiways insisted thw“lmn‘s rrteiacm—é," with its own .

distinctive fez,cukes, is apart of allliterature, she is n - .

afraxd that ‘children's lxteratn:e w111 continue to lose

some of ‘its d'stin¢t1venesa as ;t moves closer to adult
RS

'liber.ature. She: belxeves that chlldren S ILCeratute and

contemporary society "ha\fe‘ take.n down he, ~waus that sur=

(p. 27(!.7, Although children's 1xtera-ture is a part uf all
liteia;ure, since it is intended fo_r children it’ must bake
into account the nature cf the child. Thecontent, there-

~

Eoze, must be 1m1ted by the child's experiance and undet- | N

stanqu. Jaqo (1972) sees the best. childxen s books

% speak;nq nnt only r.o Ghildren . but to adults alsc._ shé

believes that "to Feel en:cyment in’ readmg chlldten s tL
R %

books 1s .to ‘renew and :espect the child in -ou elves ’

(p- 29). ?h honest experiences as these must" never be o B,

‘consxdered mmrealistic and condescending. g O .

’l‘his section has examined the, ccnflxctinq ideas ﬁbout

E litera

\ cthf?an‘s litetatura as“an importént part Gf

: ture. Moat critics: agree thac children s books must be




- - ¥

" xn:es‘;rity, and, subject matter‘ At is important that books

for chxldren depmt Equxencea which c}uld‘en can,under~ -
stand,just as children ghauld be able to identify with the £
pﬁaiacters >i‘n the béo{:s the'yr age :eading.' "Good h-ooks nust—— . . 2

respéct-the child's intelligence and individuality, while

v .cons‘t;n't_;y allowing him ta grow. Bdoks “that are genuinely

\ children's liteiature may speak to adults as well as chil- -

dren. It i% mponanr. that the authors of children's ook
g he‘cnntlnucusly aware that..;hey are wntmq Ecz a :hndren s,

\audl.enze. Tms, however, does not suggest that the quauty ;& 85
o~ of the literature will be inferior or that lower 1iterary

o' = . standdtr;s .will. be applie.’d.‘_ Children's literature must'pro—
vide the best fot all hildren, satisfying their growidf

_curjosities with new -insights and experiences. o
;i F—.

' . ==
" Excéllence ‘in Realistic Fiction «

Contemporary children's literatire jn general, and real-*

15:1:: nc:lon in partxcular, reflects the changing atntudea
of Society towazd both children and hcerature. 11: mitr o
the totality of today s world,. dxscussan such " 1ssues as

- divorce, death, sexism, ecology, alc holism, and drug abuse.
A categury of children's literature Lmetimes referred to ’

as the new realism looks at life in all of its diversity.

Sadke: and éadkez (1977) believe that thzs new zealism in

ch:.ldzen s liéeratuze add:esses real and meortanc concerns ¢ %
¥ that; childxen have and they believe that it is "impossihle
andJnﬂsglrable to isolaqe and protect s:udem:u from« the

: wox:’.Ed around them" (p. 3). Accordinq to Brett (1981), this




nau zeali?m ),n children s hterature has been the focus of

cox\siderable concrcv ISy and crltxcal ccmmentary She

around “"the '

the ne'w realx.sm as irequently R

Newer real;,stu:

aj roach‘ suggest




¥

sensationalism are not necessanly literary. ~ ' .

Numerous writers, includlnq Steele (].971), Bat:h (1975)

— and, Ego: (1980) suggest that many of the books of the new
realism are more concerred with sensationalism than with - -

P lgteraiy'merit. in her gersonal examination sof Trell it s

R '11ke~ t is" books, Steele (1971)* suggests that many of r.hese 3

e . bcoks £ail to deal suecessfully with the 1ssués and’ ptoblems

of the real wotld

Steele s opuu.on these books- do not

Bach (1975) argues that "some educators are nat very

informed or, concerned abolit the level -of: lxtetary quality

in the bnoks they giwe ‘children. to read" (p. 65 She is ..

conceknad that current attenr.wn to topxcalxty ‘ratheér than .

lxtera:y quahty wxll ulumately be detnmental to good. -,

htexary ‘quality in’childben®s books. Accotdlng o Bgofs. -

le t life.

7 (1980), it t is xmportant that al). lxceratzure

The hooks shculd not be superhcxal or medxocre however._ Co

She suggesr.s that s\xch lxterary values as: scyle, plo and BRI

chaxaccenzatxon must never take sacand place. o the Lﬂue S

crously playxng at, djception"‘fp. 423).

- Frequently, vqenuine problems are’ treated simplxstically




to ‘children ‘ind tend to give very narrow, often distdrted
views Of the social issue under discussion. Kalkhoff (1973)
suggests that those who seléct, book.q for children fust
descend from their 1vnry towers and pravide chudren with.
books that honestly reflect the dlveri;ty of the experxence(
. that cluldren encauntex in ‘the Teal world. It is unpo:tant

that 1tho: depict all nt ) y issues in an hnnest and |

:eansnc manner, thhout sensauonalum and explon:at:wn.

' m: the sam(a t:.me, -hwevér. the.Bcc)(s should have lxtetary

since the 1nt.roduct1cn of contro\rezual contmpora:y

dissues in ohildxen s 11 e, critics, ’ educa-'

tots and parem:s have been concernad about the apptopn.ate-

==

“ness of such topics; for children's books. There are authors °

and criticu of ¢hildren's 1iterature. however, -yho bellsve '

that childt‘en s books ahould reilect the reuuties of. life;

even if the capics are unp].nasant; nnd eontrovers'xal._ sadxer

and -Sadker (1977, po:.nt but that children s ln:ezatura halpl
children confront and ccpe uu:h today‘s :ocxal 1ssues._ They

belxeve thqc "modetn zea].‘lsttu fh:tian, those storxes thqc




% Eam‘ine and madness in th‘eix ciéily experiences,‘ they sho‘uld
also be-confronted with the same issues in tl'fiz: books
(p, 200, " s
| Many cnﬁcs and authors believe that children should
not be protected from hfe s haxdshxps and ugliness in
theu utexature. Lester (1970), Lanes (197), Kalkhoff
(1973), Sel.\.qmann (1974) and Rxnsky and Schweikert (1977)
all malntaln that contempoxary social 1ssues help chxl&ren
deal with "contempu:axy experxences." Accurd.\ng to Lester % _,—‘
(1970), ‘adults o wrong when ‘they' tell childfen :hac the | ©
"unp;easanc aspects of reality, such as ghettos, slums, and -
war do -not exist. He bgiieve.s that this makes'childten not
only vxctxms of the éocul environment which impinges on
'theu: cansclousness everyday," but also it makes them 'el‘\o-
tlon@l and spiritual amputees" (p. 282).— Lanes (1971) dis- o

itics who suggest that many buoks expose

_dgrees. with the
children to material ‘and issue'7' that they neither understand

'nor need to read. Instead, Lanes; squests that too often

chxldren are protected uhder a "blanket o£ prxmal xnnocen

" In the reavl .world of, children, Kalkhoff (19‘73)

(p. 5)
belleves, they need. to read .about peop!.e who have shared
expenem:es sxmilﬁr to their own.,, ‘A pandemic of realxsm

has 1nvaded younq ecple

fx.ctxon, accordlng tv Seligmann >_

‘(1974)., She says that today's youthful heroes and hetoines,. ¥

are’ "domg thxngs that eal kids do/ wluch anludes &mokihg
. dope, swallowxng dxet pills and suffeting mental breakdwns

(p. 83) Rinsk\y and Schwexker:t (1977) pnlnt ou: that the




“__}\

old "sweetneﬁs and 1ight"' stories of yeaxs ago .clash dtamat—

ically with the. reahues of today's children. They believe

¢ that in order to wz':.te reanstically abour_ contemporary Lo §

soclety for chxldren ‘s books, authors ‘must ,zeflec: all of Cos

_the real:.t:.es of the world, even x.f they ‘are "haxsher and

h o less comfoztan than they were 20 years aqa“ (p. 472)‘.

Recoqnzzxng the controvex‘sial themes now bemq dxs, :

B ) 'cussed in chlldren s, books, H(mter (1975) agrees thar. cm.l-‘ g

#ou > childxen'h wnte‘:s wha choo e such t}lemes must c:eate both \

'\an, 1ntellectupl and emotional itame of referenc tc wh:.ch “ ..

I ali chxldren can relate. Hun:er belxevss that the distinc- '

tian be:ween the normal and the aberrant ".\s where the

'd; qwn in, themes for children's, e

il oy s di man nne shouid be

wnf.mg, with a11 that. lies on the sxde of the normal

. classed as su;table, and all on the other s.\.de as unsun:- =
able® 1p. 21) In, hér book Talent xs Not Enou h, Hunter A
r ’discus'd,;s the convéntion of care". whxch sha believes all

those who write fo: children shculd exercise. She insists i

thpt wtiters Jof ccntemporary realistxc fxctxon should ‘cer- '

: tunly apply this ccnvention.‘ It is her belxef that a ‘7 E I
wuter s t'nlent and technique n\ust be comb;ned vu.th !:he -
’ convem:ian of" care when writing for. cmldren, espacially in "

‘the pxepuber:a). yearu. withodt this carinq concern for t:ha i

youthful audiente, sha mai,ntains, 3 ’vl o - : -
“ = P |

the .law of' diminishing ‘eturns is immediately



“in n@\ing his young reader's nose in the dirt . ¥ ¥ile
-of the world before the same ghild has had a
chance. to realize that the world n:self is a
shlning star.’ (p. 22) - -

Hunte: s conce:h about " the consequencgs of what appeau r.o
be .the 'cult' of realxsm fur chudxen must ucexve serious v

conslderatlan. . In.addition to the 1im1ted vocabulary, she - e

is concerned about the ‘danger' to chxldren wtuch may; result.

from constant expcsure to 'realistig' writing. She identi-

£iks this danger thus. g .

The danger that childx:en over-burdehed by B
. sey::mus themes .may be made ald before the:.r time~ 12 v
BY or “even, simply -thdt they may be denied the due
: . need -of -their natural fascination for the ‘fantas-
% tic, the hilarious, the exotlc, the adventurous,
L) in story—teulnq. (p. 23l T

Synthesis: - i ’ e
The cx‘xtzcxsm reviewed in th1s section” suggesta that

books for chxldren must discuss ccntemporary socul issues:

but thOSe issues must qbe treated in an, honest and realiscxc

. manner, without' sensatxanalxsm and exploxtatxon. These _ ..,
books should nqﬁ, selected on the-basis of-the social .. 5
issue alones TR¥mNd, the litérary quality of the book must ' '

always be the major consideration. It is the treatment of

the subject mattef rather -than the subject matter itself

', which detefmines the literary merieg of-the work. A

Violence and Chxlﬂren s Literatura
Vlolence abounds Ain soeiaty today. Neither adults nc:

chxldren can. escape the presance of this violence. Violence *

make take many fozms. It may include verbal abuse and the
¥ P & i



mistreatment of others; it.includes, of course, the ultimate

abuse, which is murder. .Since literaturfe is a reflectit_iﬁ of
% ; g E Z .

life, it must bé aBsumed tha't violence will exist in chil-"

dren s books, pattlculatly 1n books of realistic fiction.

% Long befm:e wx:itten lite:atute, folklore ccntaineﬂ many oral
.stories and sonqs that had violent scenes. It was dun.nq

che oral stcryteluhg era” that such fclxtales as "The Three

Billy Goats Gruff! and "L).ttle Red Rxdlng Hood" had v).olent :

clu:\ed in them: “Atter all) the wicked WJ.tch in

scenes
. the story of - Hansel -and Gretel is shoved 1nto the oven and
‘presumavbly cooked to a cxnder. The ‘wolf who' puxsued the '

\".hxee ‘tla pxgs dropped through the chnnney and into a-

v N - caul.dron of bo.\.ll.nq water. The g.\ant chased Jack down the

beanstaﬂ iell and Mas k:.lled i.olem:e is ‘neither the

M fccus nor.a majoz theme in the/above stones. Instead, it

is th’ev;dence of a rathe‘t rude- justxce and a way of tyihg
up loose. ends. Gcld (1977), .recognizes: that in earlier times %
:stoneé may have been embellxshed vuth violence because the
violence actuully c:eated more 1nterest (p. 281). It seems ¥

" that’ some’ cuntemporazy writezs of chlldren s h.teracure are

' following at practice,

b ’I'he incidence of violence in’some children 's books

today has "led parem:s, teachers ‘and others to, publicly con-

demn the quantity, ueatment, and 1mpnrtance of such

viclence in childxen's lite:ature. One of the results of . \

this public outcry was an; article by Mccracken (1972).




* McCracken claimed "that in our present day society so ser-

. N
, Dr..McNab also criticized young children's nursery rhymes; .

rebuttal by these mdividuals wha were very objecthre in

+ their views a,hout violence in children's literature. These . h

:vient with frenzy and délusion it was just a matter of tiime
until someone would complain ‘that there was too much vio- . =
lence an}:l artifice in children's classics" (p. 422).° T;xe‘

person that McCracken was alluding to was a psychiatrist .

by the name of Dr.. Francis A. McNab. Dr. McNab's belief is .
theqsame as that of many peop1e~ that. all .violenke in c)u.l.-
dren's hterature is negative and xt should be removed from

chxldren s books. . We have to be Eomewhat concerned, how- :

ever, aboue a psychiatris\: who makes . the following stacement

about "Jack\ and the’ ‘Beanstalk": ¥ et

* giant, committed

Jack,. duung his tangle with. tk
every crime that there.is. Fixst, he disobeyed
his mother by swapping the cow for beans inktead of
money. . Then he stole the giantis bird whi laid

the golden egg. Not content, Ja urders the giant.
And for good measure, Jack indulges/in some vandalism,
‘he cuts down the beanstalk. .(p. 427)

forgetting that most young children age more interested im

the rhyme than -the violence. The extﬁnists that Dr. McN&b
activated in the late 1960s had a legitimate concern about )
‘violance and its negative~conse<‘;uevnces. Their na‘frow. sub-
jective opinions, 'howevér, were not beneficial to children's

literature.

& ¥ The publ.\c outcries of McNab's Eollowers stimulated a .

more objective individuals viewed viplence in children's

1ite£a:g§5,qhite aifferently.  Giblin (1972)/dn discussing




violence )/chlldren s books, points out that violence can

/be a cansttuctive force as well as LY des:ructive force. He

also suggests that violence ca?be external. and 1nternal.

. External violence refers to violence.that'Meppens in the

world, whieh may iniluen‘ce children directly or indiregtly.

Internal violehce-refers to the potential that each persen

has to be violent. Eibun sngezts that it is éasxer to_

the two kinds of violence and ‘help a young reader to per

‘ceive the connecting links between the’ two" (p. Gsi_. "Giblin

Bélieveé l':hm: enabling children to. make these conrections

+ and co broaden understanding should be an’ educator's main

reason for qivxng :hild@ bcoks that have a v:.olent theme.

Lewis (in Egoff et al., 1980) believes that children
néed to re_cogniz’e bcth.. t‘:-he good and the evil of the’ world.
He suggests that children sho\‘xld not be protee;:ed from the
alamigg. events of childhood (p. 217). Other authors agree
with Lewis that vloum: and frightening stories delight
children. Storr (in Egoff et al., 1980), for example,

believes that horror stories and-other frightening tales

) "ultimately determine tﬁéremergence of the individual as &

separate entity" (p. 97). ~He s s that the E
of the violence is more importam: than the violence. main-
taining. that 'the !undamental abjective to horror comica is

not the themes with which they deal, but .the crude and vul-

gar-way in which these themes are presented" (p. 96). .

- Hildick (1970) believes that violence in children's stories

. handle external violence. He says that ."books can explore r =




vice of é&ssential truth'and hence, in the service of . £ =

.and essem:ial to the story, not’ rely dropped in gracux

‘approaches £or effe¢tively projecting evil and violence

should be discussed naturally and with%onesty. He suggests

that violence in stories does<not encourage children to do

violent acts. He argues that an author's failure to pro-
vide a balance, to give way to unevenness, is not the way to
deal with ‘violence (p. 147). 1Instead, he maintains &gat IR

the violence bé. used in the service of art and in the ser-

moralit’y. In other words, the violence must be’ purpcseful

tously for sensacxonal purposes

s
In attempting to assess the apprcpnateness of vio-« "

lence 1n manuscripts, Glbl;n (1972) applies the cxite:ia of

approprlateness, realism, honesty, portrayﬁl of gepuine 3 *

human feeling, and thoughtfulness (PP- 65- 67) He con-

siders the portrayal of genuine human feelu\g to be. of
primé importance. He Qelieves that an author should make: =~ -
a favourable impression on the reader's mind. i

- Storr (in Tuc)fex_, 1976) suggests five styles or .-

in children's stories:—the unrealistic' Ian Fleming style, .

the dehumanizing approach, the humorous approach,wthe dis-

. tancing by time approa;:h, and the fantasy approach. The'

" unrealistic Ian Fleming style is two-dimensional; showing

everyt‘.’hing?in the greatest poésible contrast sgithout terri- . ,'
fying the'reader (p. 148). 1In the dehumanizing approach

the enemy .is dehumanized agd the author "pits the l:\ero

against Fate in the shape of either the forces of nature, .




or the evils of 'society” (p. 148). The author in the.’ *
humorous approach,ﬁ while 3u‘sing the villain as a "necessary
1mpecus to the p1at,- makes, him the butt of his humour and :

chereby reduces hxs horrox (p. 149). In the distancmg by

- time approach, :he space between what happened Ln che past

. with what ould happen ‘in the present prevents the reader

- frcm £ ling threatenad [p »149) ) when usx.ng the fahtasy

' 08t sympathetxc" and the easxest to use for children

(p. 150).

Thers wxl‘.l always be warying op).n].ons as to whether

.the violent acts in chx.ldren s lxterature can be ccnstx‘ued

as being posltxve ar g eqatxve ’l‘here does seem to be a con—
_'sensus, hcwevez, that the way in which the author treats the’
vxolance is mox:e harmful than the vxol;nce itself, or con-
ve:sel‘y, the way m whu:h the autnog treats the vmlence may -
determine whether the vwlence is constructive or deitrut- el
ive, appropnat_e or 1nappzopnate.;

the classre her isia pr onal. liteca-

ture teacher or a qeneralist, he or she must take the'
initiative to bring children and books- together.. Books
that contain some elren\e_ne of vi:c_lence abound. Teachers
must iealii‘e that w\e cannot _kéep teal_i-sm and violence from

‘our school children. ;

Each teacher who does attempt to mtreduce children to

v:.olence in chndren s, hterature will have his own'set of-




problems, depending upon.that teacher's sitbation. ' The -
teacher must evaluate the vio}gnce in these books very

objectively because-he ffust be able to discuss the violence

with the students instead of evading jt. There are, also,

some books. which ‘the teacher will dem&e are'lnappropriate.

benn' (1972) ' six criteria for: evaluatinq v1oLence in

children's' literatute would assist any teacher in, ec:.d;nq

wheﬁex: or'not the v»xcl.em:e in_a 5pec1£m book’ is suitable

for his pla&s.,: : ¢ 4 xs this type ef deciuon wh:.ch eventually’

leads to the selectxon or re]ectlon Gf a book. Giblin

beliaves Stie violénce'ds appropriate if the author treats

-it properly" (p. 64). Brett (1981) claims "thgf violence

which is used in the service of art is justifiable; violence

which 1s used to exploit } ther the sub]ect or the-reader
is not" (p. 387). —X\/ -

Realism is'an important criterion for evaluating vio-
rence v)}n c}‘xildren's‘.litetat»ute. It is very important for
the- teacher to expose young reader to those violent scenes

which are necessary to the success of a book.  However, the

_ teacher must use good judgem®nt td decide which books are

appropri;ate ar\xd which books pi‘ovide overkill. In her book,

The Ghosts of~§encde, ‘Molly (m‘mez (1979) portrays the'

necessary. facts of thé situatwn, as ugly as they may be:

‘" The young huntsman jerked backwards, hurig rigid
for a second with a bullet-hole in his forehead

showing like a :ound black 0;~and then fell face #

down at Duncanson s feet. (p. 122) ¥
This was a scene that actuuny occu:xad at one time in

scotland. 'x'he author s 'account of the violent scene La




justifiable. Hunter (1975) defends her -use -of violence by "
- saying that "the reader eventually experiences catharis--

that purg of emotion which is the useful function of -

violence n,

hterature" (pp. 49-50). - 7 g

1:‘2‘-—:nd—a~s—-xn—-krfe——so it shou].a' be in - . ‘ 5

Vlclence is, prevulent l.n our world.

‘ature can have benehc;al results" (p IE"autho:s are "

_going to discuss vlclence with ch:uldxen it-is a.mpérta’nt’to

’ give the 1ssue its ptoper xmpottance, Just as we “would if

“we were' dxscussing qocdness or (:-ruth. In atpemptxng to dxs'— !

cuss the ‘necessity for Siolence: in chudzeh's‘ books, Trease

(1964) states that it is necéésar’y to A stxnguish hetween s

the puxposes for™. whj.ch v1olence :Ls used, and- the degree of -

Hunter (1975) agrges thh Trease tha: the authct has a°
-’

xesponaibility to Qreserve t:e 'moka.l o:der. She belxeves

that the moral order may be . reinforced by the natural intro- :

duction in the story of one opposmg opinian to the status—

que. In the 1ncidenc she is dascnbmq Hunter’ would not " ]
pemit al.l of those present at.a cockfiqht to accept it:s ;

cruelty. Instg.ad, the. author would pz“ovide v"at least; one

‘¢haracter in. tbe" scene wi,th‘/the in‘siqh}:‘tc ":ealize’ t})é ) N

éruelty 1nv01ved“ (p.'SJ)-. 'l'his charak:te: must be & =4 g Tha,

credihle membe: of the group.’




violence itself

a cathartic effsc “through the purqan of the emotions.

Synthesis %
Both physical and psychological- violence 15 a very
zea]zlstlc part of our sbciety. To ignore vwlence xn Ch.\.l'

dren's uteratuze is ‘unrealistic and unnatural. -The views

. of ‘the critics.about vx.olence in chxldren's lxterature are

_twofold. One gry(-“\as v:.olence as being constructive -and

an approprlate isepe “to] be mcluded 1n children s’ l.n:era-

i tuxe. . 'I‘he other qroup v1ews all of ‘the- v:.olence in chil-

dren s llterature as be:.nq nega‘:lvg and Lnappropziate

matenal E)z chlldren to be exposed to-and, td read Both

of tliese qroups do agree, however, that the- author s treat-

ment of the ViolenceA is more harmful to the reader than the

‘A book of historical-fiction ‘such as The
Ghosts of Glencoe . (Hunter) includes violent acts which are

appropriate bécau;e the story portrays an authentic experi-

"ence.. The oritics db not believe that books which deal +’

with vxolencs ate llkely to 1nc1te readers to acts of

: violence. Instead‘ they believe thac ‘the repugnance which

. {esults -from- seeinq raw violence is lxkely to have a posi—

tive rather than a negat:.ve effect on children's behavxqur{

:T ere i.s also agré ent that the depu:tmn -of violence ¢

»through liceragure \suauy ‘allows the reader to experience

and realistically in. the sezvice of_ art. It must Always be.
g e B ]

critically important that an author attempt.to restore ithe

xS




pins w  The:Breakdoim of the Family.wiit . . . . &
5 % w¥h and ghildteh’g»hlteratute‘ ] # X

'—riae with f.he predxct;nn that Ssome 50 parqent “of all\chxl- .

dren born 111 19—7 .will liveiat portion of the:.x; lwes in'

£3 dealt with'as a phenomenon of our modern age. ’ In attemptlnq

.to discuss the breakdown of the famiy unit, Sadke: and

ere is a, gteat yearnan tc see the, ia@xly as a
p snlg harbour where.we can be safely anchored in
LI * thd certainty of our beliefs, sheltezed in ‘the
fecurity of ).oving ties that 3 (p. 13)

Many families ate “hot i




The dworue or separatxon of parents ‘was only :urely
o cons:.del.‘ed by writers for ©hildren in the 1960's. Mhis can’

be partly a;t:xbu:ed ‘to the pal.nfulness of the s;\:uau.on

. and the partial beliet that the pxoblem might goraway if it
G were left alone. .But the problein has not qene away.

Instead, there is a need ‘6 honestly athempb to deal W th

are cem:mg from unsettled famxh’s.‘ Sadker and Sadker -

unxlat tc theu own (pA 14). Numerous authaxs aqree




5 maintaxns chat books can offer help to chi'ldren who are
. holding the pzeblems of a hroken family 1ns:.de thémselves.
H‘aley believe_s that books can q;ve children "some way .to
identif};, Some means of phrcial release" (p. 72). winéield
< (1983). ‘argues that- books ailow the reader £o 1dem-.1fy with
problems ané—confl.\cts felt by othexs. she sugqests t'gat'

"characters in cun:em: fxcncn often enceunter 1ssués

zaflec e éf thuse be;hq expenenced by. adoles ent readers“ e

(b ma).

bviously, child:en‘ lxterature is a useful

resoux‘ce fc: chxldxen expenehc ng Eamily breakdown. Fy

“iThe :mcl‘us/ion of divorce 1n_ch11dren s’ literature “is

_confined mainly to the last decade. Since the‘pfoblems_af
“Ithe world are mirrqred in children's Literatire, educators
have ﬁre respanszbuity of dxscusslng the z.ssue of divorce
openly and honestly w:.th children. Sad.ker and Sadker (1977)

sugqest ‘that educators and librarians must present a

'"balam:ed pictire of family life, one that inclides the
tenuions and pmblems as well as the pleasurea and jays"
(p. 14). other authors also agree that Chlldreﬂ must be
'exposed to all. types of - ganily life, be :Lt one of uphedval ™

orvtranquilit Zwac}: (1973) paints out that classroo;n

teachers should inform children about the stereotypes»that
existr !.n chxldren s books und help then undetstand that
the‘re are "alternatives to the pzojeccad llfascyles" ’

(p. 391).. 3 Jo s e ; .

- Whltefxeld and Freelund (1981) sugqest: khat "tak;ng an

i Vs

_honaut. and tealistic ook’ at px I

y society ig




’ real world. (e aa).

tional nuclear famlly of ;athez, mother

e - N E
. _starting place for teachers" (p. 88)." They stress the

mportam:e of teachex awareness in helping children cope
‘with divorce. As _teachexs bedome aware of and seek to
ac;:epf; reality, they can assist children in uny ways=-both
uu—o(x‘gh an’.attitadinal approach to- téaching and through
punned actxvltias within the cuxricuium ‘to develop posi-

‘tive’ self imgas and hettel’“ undexscanqus oi life in the

'_ey sugqest th\ At is very important

to always show varicns leestylu, inueend af the tradi- ° 7

and chxldren.
Accordxng to Huley (1973) many taen;;gexs bury Eamny '
problems ‘deep inside themsel’ves because they'don't know
where to turn for halp and comfoit . ishe arques that "teen‘-
agers who are trying to make it in ‘a hroken home need to
xeaa books abqut other kids. who face !melar situations® . °
770).  Ciafcidlo (1965) agrees with Bal.ey that biblio- ‘
therapy,'a process of dynamic interaction between the .
personality of the .'reader and u‘t‘eratn.xe, can be the source
of paychological. rellef from” tidivarious pressyrds and
pxobleml t:har. childrep fage while grpuing up (o; 897) : She——
points ont that bibuothenpy may be uaed 1;‘one of two
ways. First, it may attempt to uolva a chﬂd’s acr.ua]. and -
eustinq emotional problems and pressures by braning hlm a
.‘similar experiance vlcariuusly through books.* 'rl‘\rouqh

recognition of a prnhlem and its solution in literature the

child may gain new insights into his.own problem and pre-

sumably is then able £o.take .a step toward solving it.

S

ol




Second, the literature may be used for preventive biblio—
‘therapy. This’ technique involves the theory that a child
is able to make a sacisfactur&adjusﬁnent when a problem

‘eventually arises in his own life, because he has met a

. similar problem in the literature that he réad in the pést

(pp. 897-898) - . S '

T h and. other s are unable to do anythxng

dixectly abaut dworce rates, hut: they can and should do

somethxng tu help children of ﬂ:.vorced parents make snt:.s—

factory adjustments. Young ‘children, :Lnnucent victxms of

‘ divorce, must not perceive themselves as aba»iﬁianed misfits

- and residuals’ of a pe}fect lifestylg, the stereotyped two—
. N

parent family. Sensitive and alert teachers have many

opportunities -to-dispel the social stigma, rejection, and

negative attitudes often associated with divorce and chil-,

) dl?;n _Erom‘ the “broken home." The most helpful books about
divorce allow;_:_:hildren‘ to release the anxieties about divorce
- ‘?, that -\they geherany bury deep inside themselves. Adults who
ar® ‘tensitive to the:children's apprehensions about divorée ¥
" will provide -them ‘the opport;mity t‘o select appropriate booké
:v oy i . about other children whn face slmilLr upheavals *in "Eheir -
‘ _‘ N . families. Schwartz (1979) recoqn:(.\zes that when chxldren see
i <. themselves in the books they read, the book has pezfomed its
most important function: "to create a human bond between

literature and life" (p, 17).

The disintegncion of tha £ami!.y is ttaumatxc to both

§ adulta and children. A cordinq to Spain (19 ), the adult

s
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usyally decides the future velEare of the children. - He

pzunts out that- vézy often the cﬁdren are confronted with

the remaining parent's :ms_tab;lxty, :he pets;s‘tem: memory %

" of the absent purent, the poss;hle resentment aqaxnst theu 2 ¥
‘parents, and maybe even Eeelings of "1nadequacy, x.nfe:ior

xty, or even envy wlth respect tc othex ch:.ldren w;th . . =

intact families" (p« 92) . Dur.\.ng these tlmes ef st.orm and
istress, many childtau develop a guu.t complex, - belleving : = i

that they are. in some way, responsible for the collapse of e F

the marnage and subdequent upheaval of the whole £ami.1y. h o
.Bartch 11975) argues that chxldren need to be assured t;hat
.— they..are 1nnocent victims in theu parent's dwoxr:e. In*
. additich, she argues that:children m helped in coming - -

;tb undgrs}:and that, parental love doés not_have to end with s

the divorce.. Joan Lexau depit::ts this issue in her well~ = | v

-written book Me Day (1971):

"Did_you undivorce me?" Rafer asked. Daddy Baid .

. slowly, "look, your mother and me are divorced, o E
not you kids. No way! You and ‘me are tight, -
buddy! Together like qlue, ‘0:K. ?" (pp 24- 25)

Huck (1979) points out Hmt—“nearly one out of every

two marriages now ends in divo:ee" (p. 404) She sugqestq )
that “it is. only naturdl that chllc}fen_'s books descEib
pain and suffering in livin;; through their, pa'rent 's separu;
tion. Both Bartc¢h.(1976) and Redman (1983) point ‘out that
children s bouks dealing with d;vorce must refrain from
'hlame fixing." ‘These authors - argue that children's books
ahout dlvorce must allow children the opportunity to reauze

thét guilt for puxentul problema does not ue with them.
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- ‘gince divorce is a contemporary sqcial gssue, educators
need to become informed, and aware of children's books-that =
'deé‘l with divorce, single pargndné and other fractured fam-
. 1iy’;vi£nations. Rudman. (1976) squests specific criteria for /

che evaluat;on of books which” deal with the sub]ect of dwcrce. "

" she. beueves \:hat such’ bouks should have more than the 1ssue
. of d:.vlorce to carry ‘the readers' interest: (p. 46)4\‘./-/Rudmun :
© . identifies some ;:rvi;‘ver:i.a'for' evaluation. - E:icti.é;xal books,
she malntaifxs, éﬁbul&i be nbnc‘ondescé’ndinq’ and jargon—free

ip. 46): Such bocks should comqmnxcate chxldren E £ee11ngs‘

o and suggest some effectzve ways to deal w1th them (p. 46).

+ = .The topxc shou¥d: be handled realistically (p. 46). The

althor .simuld refrain from establishing ilt for the divorce. - =7

(p, -47): "The "happy” endihg of the parents being reunited as
gt . » . a result of ‘the child's .behaviour, should be -avoided (p. 47¥.
The child should be able to relate to the books through thez.r L
own personal experiences (p. 47). Books dealing with* the‘sub_- !
ject s‘)‘{c;uld,‘she .contends, assi‘at‘_ children in meeting their - Pl

personal needs. .

. The xsshe of -divorce 1s pxe?c today,, both 'in real —

life and in literature. ¢ Haley (1 74) pox.nts out that "try— i

to pre«:end the £ructured famxly out of existence can &

only make the.pro_blem more cancezoqs" (p." 70). ".Neither ’

children nor educators’ can avoid the reality of divorce.
- Children in chs midst of their own family break—up requi:e
- apecial tzeatment and perspective for this very ‘delicate

1uue.r Well wxif.ten books on the subject muat provide ch11— 1

i dren ‘the, npportunity to ﬁnd churacts:s in books hnving




similar problems to those they are experiencing.

L]
Synthesis R

The stereotype of the traditional nuclear family is
changing rapidl‘y i.‘n today's society. Fanilies are beir‘\q :
uprooted more and more and .the se’curit‘)‘rrth"al,t once accon-
panied families is-falling away. Very often ét;ildx:en“are
c;uglﬁ' in-the middle of tt;ese p‘aréu;él ‘separations. These
children. must be provided, through childrer\'s books, oppor=-
tunities to see how other children deal with divorce.

Books that po;tray ﬂ‘xe complexity of fa‘mily life must
be available tq children. Books that discuss divorce, must

do so openly and honestly. Children's books must never sug-

gest that farily life is always peaceful. Insteid, they must

honestly and realis 1ca11y depict all types. of, family life.
Children's books must never blame chxldren for their parents'
‘separatlcn, nor should they suggest that it islthe child's
respmsibility to bring | the family together again. ’g:e best

'books abouc dxvorce may help children to understand their

own feélings and to deal w.u:h their own situation. This must’

be dane, however, in a context of good literature.

Human Se@ and children's Literature
One sucial issue that {m been the uause of consider-

able concern ishuman _sexuality. although the_ issue of
sexuality in génetal has been ignored fox a 1oné time, it
is receiving its long overdue recoqnitinn in many schuo’ls
today.— mhraruna agd teachers may be].iave t:hat such

education ahould be left solely to the parents,rbuf_ this is




’ ‘argues that children who a‘:e déprived of the best often
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not possible because today's children's literature discusses

human sexuaiity, which includes puberty, teenage pregnincy, '

abortion, premarital sex, homosexuality and venereal

aiseasés. - ‘
Books that discuss the development of sexugl’ity_must‘

do ,sa'with sensitivity, genuine undéés;an‘d;n’g, and’ believ-

ability. Pdults have a resgéneibility to provide children -

with Books that treat'life &nd seuality vith dignity and

compassion. -Such can oﬁly -be done yith ‘literature> of *

quaiity7 Donelson (195‘0) offtefed a definition of a good

adolescent book that should be considered by educators,

! critlas, authors, and readers: i !

able or placent, although there may be moments
of comfo: and humor< ‘It engages us and forces i
us to see ourselves and other people and the: state
and nature of humanity a littlée more perspectively.
The good novel leads us to see truth or truths, and
it may even rarely, permit us moments of stark and
naked revelation or epiphany, moments. of honest: and
frightening awarenéss of ourselves, what is:in us
‘and outside us and even beyond us. ' A good novel
, respects its audience, neither condescending to it
— . nor pandering to the lowest common denominator of
: taste or intelligence. It gives the reader a sense
of satisfaction, not that all- things .are right or
noble or’ good but that the book is cccupxad with the
)\oneut and the real. (p..62)

A good n:z# toes not allow us to feel comfort-
c

Authors writing about human sexuauty must avoid ‘this "low- (¢

—— p i

est common denominator” at all tines. .
Egoff (1973) argues that books about human sexuality

must never be mediocre or }:bﬁdescending to children.  She

come to expect, and want, less than the best. Authors must -

provide “children with what B'tjpff refers to as "the rich
: . A A




texture" of 1life (79/ 7). BooksS about sexuality for children

and adolescents must not deal With only the médiocre and

. superficialities of love and sex. Instead,.these bookis

need to discuss humin sexuality honestly and, genuinely,
while always avoiding descriptioms of titillating. experi-

enceLgf. little relevance to plot. Writers and editors

must. not resort to using what Pollack (1980) calls a

i “lxcence tG exp!.o;.-t - a calculated bid by publlshers to

cash in on every titillating theme rather than providing
adolescents with voices of reason and reassurance (pp. 198-
199).- Books need tb discuss human sexuality pdsitively» and
honestly. The trivial and the vulgar should be avoided .
Hanckel and Cunningham (1980) state it this way: e !
Honesty must be.combined with hope that is life- 8
affirming and encourages the reader to consider
and develop a workable moral philosophy.  (p. 205)

" children's books which deal with human sexuality should =

aspire to thxs honesty af should ‘books that deal with ocher
sub]ects.
ur o

Whether or not cizéldren should be exposed to books ;
that discuss sexuality has been a majbr concern for adults
for many years. White and Friedman (1971) believe that for
too long sexudlity has béen grouped with the no-no's (drugs,
alcohol, tobacco) and, consequently, anything concerned

with the subject of sex tends to take* on neqatx(le connota-

tions. They belxeve, hqwever, that younq people nssd to be

N

protected -fxom the "don es of 'sexual: i ‘which

often perpetua:es anuther form of mxsunderstundinq. that




_sex is wrong and dirty” (p. 153). It Is important that

' children have the corre;:t information about sex and any .
athé: sexually-related concerris and doubts they may have. -
Stanek (in qarha_rdc, 1973) argues that some’ books of the‘ P *
.new realisni "exploit a timé of chl;nge" instead, of. dealing

*with' reslity. She maintains that books (ritten in the Feat
of a ‘sexual tevolugzidn, cannp.; ighore sexual desire, contn;—
ception and ‘abortion (p. 180) . she maintains, however,

chat "a book dealmq wz.th premantal pzegnancy can be as

dld-Eashioned as- the cliche h g foi-the—p;
story" (p.-180). The map_nerl in which the subject matter is
" treated is of primary importance. Stanck believes that an -
author must deal completely:and honestly with all issues,
instead uf dealing onl.y with the author's values.
Wersba (in Gexhardt, 1973) looks fox: depr.h and truth
in books discussing hmnan sexualit:y. She !uggests that the
se—cailed New beeralism in children's books does not exist,
but instead there 1,5 the Old Morah.ty disguxsea as the New . . b'.
Sex. = In discussing the' New’ L:.beral:nsm, Wersba says: ’
In'the old books, the boy ‘and girl would go for - . "
a soda after a movie; in the; new books ‘they. smoke .
a little pot and go to bed.  It's all'very con-
N temporary and a’ few foiir-letter words are. tggsed
.in, %t when ‘you examine these books closely, you *
“£ind € at the mérality-is -still: the same; that a B
' quality p .+ Those ‘who might hawve C[J/
been hcmosexual, of course go straiqht' those who

" were pregnant:are sorry; .those.who wére promiscuous .
are guilty, .and if an. adult has been atttacted to-a _—

<hild; heaven help-him. ~(-g. 172)
Harsba belj.eves that puniahn\ent and auffering are nct cnused

by—any se/xﬂ‘il behavioux uutside Accepteﬂ social norms .- she :
oot ¢




believes that children's writers should delve deeply into.

the‘subject-of sex. She would like to see {ﬁore sex in chil-
. dren's books, m_aintaixfx'inq that ar;y discussion of human

L o - sexuality should be concerned with the meshirig and sheer-

Working of ninds. . She argues ‘tha}:" "sexr‘in human ‘beings is

B on . 'eir}otion'al" not génital (p. . Obviously an hone‘qﬁ:'pnr-

’ tia_y_'al of tﬁe ,su‘bjacty’matt‘et is fu.:L.ly suppérteq _by' Wersba .

Desalvo (19'79‘) 'a‘rgues that humaﬁ sexuai:i.ty in’ 6ur‘

“schools is often an avo:.ded topic, callu\g it;the “hidden

y . curriculum." She raises the passxbxllty that authors may

- i vbe try:ng to use hteratuze as an early waznan dev—u:e to
children about*the consequences oE thexr sexual expe.riences.

ubhmnal message is’ quxte clear:

She maintains that the "

r F avoid it "if you can; expen.ence 1(: at your 1ite 8. penl"

v . L -

N (pp. 64-65), - - . . . N

X Maintaining that unconveritionqlise_x\ial behaviour is -

. discussed Judqementally in books, Sadker and ‘Sadker (1977)

. argue that chtemporary adolescent books do not attribute

& sexual des:.te to adolescents, but instead they "moxahze
about the coﬁsequences of sexual activity" -(pp. 62 63).

5 Numerous authors including Steele (1971), Neufeld )

' (1971) and Klein (1977) maintain €hat ch:.ldren 5. literature

must reflect all the realn.ies and ‘social concerns of life

-, and the world. . s\:eele»(mﬂ)‘ says r.hat:}:,he world need not

4 . g
. be vesent:ed to ‘chiidten in a rosy light, but as most of us

. know \it, "a hard road strewn with stones and bo:dered with .

thorng, ending where, ‘it is claimed, the {?s of qlozy do
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l;ut lead" (p. 20). Neufeld (1971) Joints out that children ' -

in books should be allowed the same f:eed\om of their i‘maét 3
ings that they dre allowed in real life (p. 150)) Accofdipg . . -

toKlein (1977), "it's time we atknowledged that there's a |

whole world out there which hasn't ﬁ%enltgukche’d 6r dealt

‘with in children's litesture, books our childrei need and |

want" {p. 83)

a sexuality din children's bocks. is vexy impoztant. Sadker

: _( and Sadker (1977) point out" that "answers to a Chlld s first

. questi._ons about sex may influ.bnce his or her developinq B

2 attituées" (p. 54). It is impori{ant r‘hdn’éh, tha‘t parents,
crit:.cs, ‘authors, librarians and educators actempt to make
children comfortable and-informed about theu‘ sexualxty.

3 is 1mportant that children not’' be criticized or made

feel guilty.should th_exf‘valugs and attl‘fudes toward sex be

different from the pessage Of. the book. |ponélson and Nilsen

(1980) point out that Librarians give out sex information

in exactly the opposite’ urder from whar. teenagers want.

Th?ldl\aintain that "llbunans Eu‘st prbviﬂe hatdback

entific books; then: paperbacks, t) en: #amphlets, ‘anid.

/ﬂnally comics” (pi 330). The squaat" (chat; most cmmen
. Y f

wnuld wait the :mformat:ion the other waﬂ around. ® v .

'\q to human ssxuality. g Bhe admits that she is not su:e

whan -such, maturd.

y 15 reacned nor .is she ure about "the




/ question of the effect” of these sexual exposures on their -

[4

«  healthy growth in attitudes and péfGeptions" (p. 170). Con- *

gexhi»ixg teeﬁaqe,ﬁictx’dn that reaches down in readability to
ten-year-olds, Frank‘argues that 'leaming about sex, peing .- i

sexual and Eeelan sexual can and must be hntmonized w;thin

the 1ndividua1" p- 1591‘ - o "5 B 4
Frank Eurthe’r argues that adults must insist on posi~ 3 a{,’
txve values in these books, She malntaxns that the beneﬂis i

. of each buok may come in many forms' "information, emo-
tibnal satisfdction; escape, expanded horizons®or just

A/plaln fun" (p. 169). In order to detemxne the accept-
ability of books of high school contenty Frank is conceined . &
thh “the integrity of their purpose, theu authenuc;kty.
their moral and social validity, and most important, the:,

e g resolutionsﬁthey offer" (p. 169). She does not look for

: happy ending's in these books, but she does expect the reader

to Feel that the characters in the book wijll cope with the

sxtuat;on, despxte the exten: of the expenence. .
Some. of the social issiies being discussed today are

. being written about in children's books for the first time. -

o % > Bissett (13v4) points out tiat hopefully the "breaking -down

of taboos wi 1 pave the way for impressive books that will

contribute to Children's dévelopfent of a realistic, healthy

adjustment to their sexuality" (p. 565). .Bettelheim (1977)

points out that t:he literature we teach our children exerts

, @ potent inf luence on’ the moral and - ethical choices they P
el £or themse‘lvesl.




) tead books r.hat: denl with sexuality

) Agteas uj.th Pran and questlons _1 chndre

3 § iy g 4 . L. 2
Chifdten'a'ntentute must honestly and realistically L
respect its -udience. zgoff (1931) mnntaxns that society's

current view'of” chudhood tends to believe: that "it is

xnjunous or'at least condescendxng to chxld:en to :rent o .
them as,children" (p. 41). Tbxs be‘hef .is not sgppoxted by

"thaf. "the~ now children axe ready ‘—‘

Root (1971) who-points o
for the new realism. Pxob!ahiy pasi: ready

(p. 22). That t:ha «-,tme aﬁ ood is dﬁmihiah;ng dsca,,

frighten:mg observation to make. Adulr,s have r,o advo\:atg

good literature about human sexuav ty _Eor el ldren anv

adalescents. -.If not; the lxteratute wxll only serv:e to .

expl;ut. children uill be done An xnjusuce. and r.he trea:-‘ Y

ment of sexuauty w“l be degraded, gnfozauze
. ? ,\ ) 5

hea lthy o

' Some,penp'. 5 owever, argue thac ch:.].dren dp not, ngdd to ',

Frank po ts. out that H

uexuauty in chiJﬁren s books may n].y sar\re to tn: llate @

und lnay ndt be nn integral .part oE ths story Brett (1981) v

books have \ ¥




i (1975), tod, struggles with this question: ~"Why, then, do .

reviewers chortle: ‘finally a book about dtuqs\ sex,‘mascur-—

F b
v : bation. .Sd needed for kids! Needed for what?" (p. 67).

-Synthesis ' : - \

for many years

human sexuah y did mot. belong

and not just \t.he author's values.

o ,healthy.

. other cxitxcs argue tl-Kat children

auout sexuality 1ssues in® theu hooks.

n books Eor children .

'the last decade, howevex, Jhere has been an. increase in th

: completely and honestly with all-issues of human sexuality

reflect all the zeautxas apd sccxal concerns .of humsn

Whether or, not: children should be ‘exposed to books
that’ discuss sexual1ty has been a major concern for, adults
Unt11 relatxvely x;ecem:ly many adults, : |

authcrs. and critics have’ maxntaxned that the dxscuss:mn of

ove '

number of chxldren s books that address the issue of hyan

- “sexuality. It is extremely important that such books. deal

Some cn.tics argue that human sexualxty should not be' ;
T an avcuded topxc in the currlculum. They, argue that liter-
4 ature muse not be used as. an early warning aevice to chil-
I 4 . ’ d:en ahout the negatxve consequences oE theu sexual

o expenences. Rather, it is important tha‘t childten 8- books

2 sexuauty, ‘and that adults inform cluldr and help them
B ® g understand their- own sexualn‘.y. Chxldten need te be re-

assured th t: their feelmgs about sexuality are natural and

do not need to read ‘

ATh'ey argue t_ur..




- cally, while striving - for ln:erary excell.ence..

‘ to decre'@se this probleém but to little or no avail. Accord-

: cin:i.on of Secondary Schocl Ptincipals, Linklette: (1982)

such issues only serve to titillatp, and are hot,an impor-
tant part of the story. These critics are concerned that
children's books discuss sexual activities too openly, and

that the books reach down in readability to very young chil-

‘dren. Authérs and educators must ensure tha’c children are

“ not bcmhaxded with too much “information abnut ‘human 3 - g8
sexuality at too eurly an aqe. If human sexuahty 15 to be “
dealt with in chxldren s, books, however. it xs u\portént )

that authors deal with the suhject honestly and realisti—

. . Dru g and Alcchol Abuse and Chxldten S i

- ’L‘he i.ncxdence of drug and alcchol abuse has been ris-
ing steaduy over the last decadé. Although most people have . 5y

the .impression that alcohol -and drug abuse only occurs in the

junior and senior high schools, younger and younger children ..

are being: 'af‘fe)cted. Various programs have been-initiated

ing<to Backman, Jdbn_ston and O'Malley (1978), "educators

have.éeclared war t;n this insidious enemy, but without much
success; :.t's a yar that is being lost“ (py 26). ',Camphell e
und swanchat (198’2) agree. * They believe that "the war must

beqin before children beqin to smoke, drxnk or expenment

‘, with druqs" '(p. 34). They say that the placesto begin the

attack is ut th timaxy 1evsl., Duzinq the National Asso-~

1dentified educatien as the most; 1mportant single force to. : &

Consequently,

. rely on ln Exghtin any drug prcblem (p. 18).



. that procedures could be developed for modifying. these att,i-~

may also lead to a dec!easa in drug and alcohol usage,

: ce:n' guarentees hiqh qunlxty books.,

it would appear that the manner in which drug and alcohol

abuse is ‘depicted 1n\yhildxen;s books is ext{emely important.
According to Rudman (1984), books are "important influ-

ences on their readers' mnds" (p. 3). Books can help us

when we attempt to const:uct suitable bases for attltudes

.and behavicuxs. The development of attitudes and values

is very important in the development of prevention progtams
ﬁor drug. and alcohol abuses with children. Campbell and
O'Donnell (1982) point euf_ that the development of attl-
tudes and values helg pnmary level ch:.ldren develop_posi-
tive aelf.—e;teem. Krughoff and Zerkin (1975) agree wi_t:h
Cam[;k;ell» and 0'Dorinell that good healthy images -of ‘them-
selves, and the world they live in, help prevent druq and
alcohol abuse in chxldren (p. 60).

Looking at atticudes and | chxa!. behav).our in elemen-
tary students,-__ Modre, Moore, and Huck (}982) argue that "1,('.
.is probable that in most ceses, people smoke, drink,- or’use(
drugs as’' a result.of favouzable attxtudes whxch have been
developed f,owud them" [druqs] (p. 154). 'x‘hey suggest thatuf

some of the ways that attitudes are tomed towazds druqa and

alcohcl .Gould ‘be determined, the probabxlityuwculd increasev

tudes. They also suggest’ that the modiﬂcation procedures

many\books today teflect the curzent concern’ ovet 5
a].cohcl and ynung people.

w:iqht ( 1977 ) u:ques



. that most of the book{ aimed at teenage drinkers or
' potential drinkers en;éloy "scare tactics" to some degree. o
She says this is true of both fiction and non-fiction books.
_she argues that "the scare ‘taceics are probably either use-

less or counter-productive. The; best book lets the facts
spegk for themselves"‘(p. 129). Wright ccnclud‘es.that "the
books about alcohol problems in the E‘amily have zgached the
point of ’describinq the:pxoblems realistically without °
offeﬁng sim‘plisti‘c so‘lutions“‘ (p. 129’). She recogmzes
the seriousness, often hopeleasness, of alcoholism but sug-
gests that the bést chl.ldren s books should not leave the
reader feeling forlorn and trapped w:.th absolutely no way
“out. - - )
wright’ (1977) also discusses books fcrvyoung readers
dealing with drug and drué'abusé. She be}ieves that many
of these beoks deal successfully with the issue of drugs.
.Whereas the bnoks she_reviewed about alcohol were éxclu-
\ sivaly prob‘lem unented, the books she rev:.ewed that’ dealt =
with drug and drug abuse were more realistic .and factual.’

Three booka that she ie are A.Hero Ain't Nothin'

wich (Childreas, 1973), The Centender (Lipsyte,

1967) and Teacup Full of Roses (Mathis, 1972).
Weil and Rosen (’1983) argue thaf one way. possibly

the most mpertunt, to prevent drug abuse is to teach
people, especially young people, how to satisfy their needs

and ‘desires without: recourue to druqs (p,—:i) They agree

wi;h erght (1977) chat children's books about .al.’cohol and
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drugs mu»st-discuss’ the issue realistically -and completely,
withol’lt frightening the re;der away from dtinking and using
drugs.” They point out that-a combination of decision- !

making skills and correct information will assist children
d in Eomir:.g good relationships with drugs rather than bad or

addiét}ng relationships. Wexl and Rhsen argue that both

pé}'ents and have to C children and adoles-

cents _to be interested J.n alternatives to drugs. Good".".

child:en s literature can help in this effort by honestly™ - ™
., ahd consistently discou:aging alcohol and drug use. g
~ Campbell and O'Donnell (1982) do not advocate giving

= g ctild:en too much information about drugs at the primary

‘l'eve{, for 'they bel‘ie\;e that this practice may backfire,
enticing the children with an "appetizing 1istr" of things
to try (p. 35). There is a danger that adult pressure to
decrease drug and alcohol usage ma‘ly also backfire. -Donelson X,
and Nilsen (1980) point -but that any condemmation of'all

| drugs will-automatically be rejected by most young readers’

(p. 331). Linklettér (1982) argues that just as ‘peer

" pressure is one reason young. people turn to drugs, the same

pressuré "can be applied"to prevent drug and alcohol abuse. . | i
The épptoach he ‘discusses is that of having 'young people
‘not on drugs banding together and, bragq.ing about not beinq PO

“hooked (p. 20) He urgues that younq ‘people teaching other

yQung people wiu be the best way of fiqhtan drug abuse

K-that could be devised. " ¢ . .

E It is extremely 1mportant iox childten ‘to develop an

early. unde:standing of the phenomenon of substnnce abuue in
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Zocig_ty and its effects upon their present and future'lives.
children'a,].iteraturé can pfovide the springboard for [;xo- ‘l
viding the correct informabion. Children's literature can .
provide thel child with an honést, realistic approach to the’
issue of drug and alcohol,gbuse. It is impe‘rr:ant.. however,
‘that the :subjeg:_t’be dealt with in a context of literary

exc_eilence._ - G B \

Althouqh a‘full Qxbh.ographic searchrindlcated that

.‘the critical’ h.terature has very 11tt1e specifi«: lnfarma—

tion abcut drug’ and alco‘ﬁol _abuse. 1t may be argued that

i . the ctitics would agrle that this subject, like all or.her 5

controversial, subjects, ust be dealt with in the context
of good literature, If réalistic fiction is going to °
reflect the totality of today's world, drug and alcohol

ahnse must be included -in children's literature. It-is

1mportant, hawever, that all books depict these issues in F :

¥ an honest and realistic manner, without sensanonalzsm and

_exploitation.  The literary quality ofVthe book must . o

always be more important than the social issue.

Synthesis N .
Drug and alcohol abuse can be found in many schools
ioduy, beginning with the primary grades and proceeding alf

the way to high school. ' Although adgjts, including edu-

cators, have tried to prevent substan‘ce’abuse, the problem’“
» utlil exists‘ ) Ctitics point out that.drug and alcohol ‘edu- ._
cntion has to begin with primary age children. 5 Thev critic

point out that primary children ‘must not be given tco much



information because they believe that practice may backfire,

‘encouraging the children to try drugs and alcohol. Educa-

tion about substancd apuse should not provide a blaiket con-

demnation of all ’d_ruqs, this practice may also backfire. 4

Education is the important way to help children

understand about drug and ‘alcohol se and abuse! It is

important that children receive cor;eét'infemtiwnt‘
drugs and_alccho} at an age when they can understand. .
Through' children's bocks, chi’_ldxen can become aware of

impor_tan{: facts about drugs and alcohqi. Although t‘he ’ ‘H_

: ii}'e'rxcure reviewed had very little. specific information

abouf drug-and ‘alcohol ak;use, it is still a significant -

1ssue that should be addressed in chil‘{;}:teruture.

It is meortant. howeve:, that th;s 1asue be "always dealt

‘with in the context of good 1xtqtacu:e. -

Summary ~a

ThisAchap‘ter has reyiewéd the cr'iti.cal literature an:!
xel;c;xted' on these ‘issues: ‘e;::_euence in children's litera-
ture in genex;al and excellence in realistic fiction in
pa‘rtic‘uh‘r violence; b:eakdown of the E;mily unit; human
sexualxty, and.drug and alcohol abusa. on the basi*f
this exam:.nation certain crxtical ‘viewpoints emarge. 'rheue
viewpoints or pr!.nciplas have been .synthesized at the end
of each section, and they form ° a sound basis :o: r.he selac-
tion of books :alatad to "the. particulnr issues underudil-
cussion. What must be reaffirmed, hwe\{er,'ﬁ the fact

Y ~ Y




.that in the selection of books for children the principal = - 8
iy concern must be the literary quality; the -depiction of a )

. social issue remains secondary in impoftance. - .




. _CHAPTER III =

AND RECC ON!

% ~ -Summary
. Conte?ora}-y.chudreh'srlitera:ure addresses aou).‘all

issues that/heretogoie ha‘fe scarcely been mentioned. f .

.. Authors of an earlier time .were reluctant to. :s\_'xqu:_t'ch

dren’to the totality of today's world. ' Théy believed that' ' .
children would neither understand nb.: be -abie to éo;;e with
the controversial 'social i’ssuel. of modern soéiaty. Geher-
ally, it was aqs'umed i:ha-h malny issues were '1napptop;iate'
“ for inclusion in children's books.
+ - Contemporary children's books, hwevér, do .not‘ protect
c’hil&’;en from unpleasant or controversial Eupicg, instead,

" they openly address such social Lssues as human u‘exua‘lity,._"_v'

racism, hand.\capxsn\, ch;ld abuse, and violence.
Many critics have spoken out against books ‘t.hat:

address canttovetsinl socxal issues, arguan- that such books
5 P <

are superficial and, are more ‘concerned with to icality,
sensationalism.and exélcit&tion than with lliny merit.

‘The important concefn for everyone, however, must be the

honest and realiscxc treatment of the specific issue as
well as the literary merit of the book. Fa lure to pay.

careful uttention to both may | méan that child:an may be

‘given bookp ‘which have been chosen §olelx on the basis ot
the ;opica’“l}ty or interest of the iuue.-iﬁvolvad without'

due concern for gen\ine literature. . The person selecting -




the bobks must be able to dxstinquxsh between what 15 .
«
merely' a piece of wntmq on ah issue and what is genuine -

literature. .

204 The:pvroblem whici\’prcvided the focus for this s
uas a recognltion of the need for teachers to be able to

select for childref books which honestly and reansucauy I

v_deal with contemporary sqcial issues, and the need for ;ome

Apecific seiectlon azds to asslst them n -th‘i‘s’task".

Muchnald (1983) examined the treatment in chlldren'

books af the ocla!. Lssues of death, handxc{ism, racism, . > e
@

and sexxsm. The au'thor reccmmended that a fDllcw-up study
be done-dealxng, with othex; socia} issues. ‘This study was t—
designed to examine four social issues in contempogary. .chi’].—,

dren's literature. fThe speéific issues under study -were

violence, breakdown of t fanuly unit, human sexuallty,

and drug and aicohol abuse. here are many oth r social
issues that are Worthy of bemg “studied, /buthould not
breasibly be 1nc1uded in a single study. The purpose was tc
. determine whether o not. these issues were’ presented T 5
honestly, reah.stically, and in the context of gocd chil- . .. -

dren's literature and, on t:he ®asis of this examination, = .,

to, compile an annotated bibli hy of ded books

which display both‘iiterary‘ qualxty and socxal concern.

In order to fulfill the purpose of. the s(:udy a number .
of steps we:a Eolluwed. Lit:era\:ute related to ‘the tdpic
he use cE upproprlate

xeferences recommended B



»

and reviewed reflected the opinion of those who have beun
concerned about the subject ana have exprdssed their co;\-
cex;'x in both books and periodical literature. The litera-
ture on the subject of social issues in children's

- lite:at‘ure q’enerally is fairly extensive. although there

| Hetieele aval’ able on the. issue of druq and alcohcl ahusa.

From that lite:ature avaxlable a number of qenezal cntical

pnncxples emerga._ on the bas.\s of a rev;ew oi this liteza---

cure :elated to the social J.ssues qf violence, breakdawn of .
the fam:.ly unﬂ: hu.man semlxty, and -drug and alcohol v
abuse, a number of mva]ar prxncxples re}ated- to these speci-
fic issues were ident‘if’ied. Thes‘e principl;as have been
synthesized #t the end 'c;f \:k:ne di.’scussion of each social
issue- ana are r;et repe‘ated ‘here. They, along with Illubk's
'Guide; For Evaluating éhildreﬂ's Literature," were useﬂ as,
a bas:.s _for the uiectmn of books to be mcluded in the
annotated bxhhography. r )

In_tl‘ie compilation ‘of the annotated bibliography a

number of steps vetevfollo;n:zé.

1. Books daalinq with one or more of the social issues

\, of violence, breakdown of the family unit, human sexuality,

and drug and alcohol abuse were idenciﬁed through a search

oL,standard bibuogtaphm tools includinq specxaiized aeleu-‘

tion aids ‘both re:rospecnve and curtsnh

2. All books. so identified weré- pe:sona_,u examined

and evaluated.

3. Reviews, both - daucriptive and critlual, were

sought and ‘stGdied, and their reconmendations noud.('




On thé basis of personal examination and/or recom=

4.

\mendations in the xeviewa consulted, a decxs;on was made

regardxng the suitability of the item Eor inclusion in the

d b.m

5. Bookhwhich have been ii clu &8 in the rec mmended #

. list Qf books are thase whlch

: a) meet

v}h&ever posslble i

c) have been r'cmﬁnended in.at least one, énd'w}ierg

poss:.ble, two selection aids;

d) are presently in print and/or because of their. sub-’
j'ect matter; interest appeal and: popularity are
lxkely to be available in many schools.

s 6. ‘For each item J.ncll;ded full blbllographlc d[ata as
well as bnef dascnptxve and. cnucal annoiaeions are pro- ’ &,
vided. _"I'he b1bliography makes no attempt to be ~txhausmve ’
‘but does xnclude a recommended’core of at’ leask twenty-fxve _’

'» 'bodks on em:h of the issues under study. » i o e, A2 & g

Part 1 included &

- This study was repor\:ed in two’ pax

rep & oi the actual study; Part II c7ntau.ned the annotated

y wlth all 3 npar ;nq ente io1 Part I,

‘chupv:ar 1, included .an xn:mducncn to\ the study, che staf_e-

ment of the problem, the gurpose of ch study. the need fot )




! which was reported under the following headings. vxolence. s
8 ) —~
] breakdown of the(fam;ly unit, human sexualxty, and drug and

S . - alcohol abuse. Chapter IIr pxcvided a summary gf the project

with a number of repommendatlons.‘ Part 11, which was

designed to sgrve as 3 booklet for the-use of classroom

teachers, :anluded an 1ntroductxon and an annotated bibliog-

raphy ‘of selected t1tles'a:xanqed alphabencally by author

under the subJects of v' lence, breakdown of the family

'unn: human saxuallty, and drug and alcohol abuseA

o Recommenda:mns . ”

Based on the. review of the relatad hte:ature. the

- exam).nation of a great number of chlldren s books, and the;
compilation' of- the annotated list, of recommended children's
makés the following recommenda;lens 2t o B 3 '

1. . In‘the selecbxon of chxldren s boaks. the literary
quau:y of a book should be alwAys a ma}or cpnsxderaucn.

2. In the’ selecf.lcn of ch11d:en s, books, personal ’

* examination and :eputablé selectxon axas Should be used as °

. guides in the selectung “of " books for children‘

3, Thms recommended\ lxsc ‘of" books dealing with the

socxal issues of vxolence, breakdown of the famxly unit," +

'human sexuality, and’. druq anrd a1cchol abuse shculd be
_ expanded and updated at 1eus§: every fi,ve years.

4. Other issues.of social unport whu:h have not been
examined in this study but' whmh have special interest for

“children sho,uld be % mined Ln te:ms of . the c:icezia .

books whxch reflect cantemporary soc1a1 xssues, the writer
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- $ . g Intxoductién . s

£ cgntemporary chxldren s literature discusses controver-
sial social issues that until recently were never cons:dered N
approprlate for xnclnsxon in children's books. Some critics
maint:ain tHat f:equently such tul\ely topics sacrifice liter-

;ry s to social T . Dthers argue that it is

how the issue is treated rather than the lssue itg6lf which

Wil1" determine whether or not the subject matter is suitable

‘ fare for children. ) : [P
Teachexé h;he-.xely on children's books to help students
understand and deal with ccnten\purary sccxal :.ssues. must .o
select’ books that treat such issues honestly and realxsti-

-cally, without sensatxonalism, vuthout explutatioﬂ of the e

veadex;, and in'a sound 1iterax;y context. The selection of
such beoks can’, h;e Ja farn;idable task, pa:ticul_arly, if ‘the
Eéabhex does not havtasy access t;: eéither éhe book's them—-
- sélves for purposes o peréonal exami’nation, vur to special- «
& ized-reviewan meaia 'and other ‘aids to selactlon. To .
idex‘atify bqo)gs uhich digcuss _parucular issues-of interest - .-
to children is 6n1’yv the beéinnin'q’of ti\e exerci;e. The real
chal}engé is ’to evaluate :;ie 1iterary cemltext 1n which the *
issue is prasghted anﬂo determine the literary merit of
" the book. If the eu]ghasis,is on the issgé 'a_lone,}!\e Bnok -

In the best

may be little more than social propaga‘pda
+ books the, sécial issue will be developed in a context of
‘strong-plot. development, ‘credible charactezization, and" qocd

wri?:.ng etyle. " The pexson responsible .Eomhook selection

nust .ensure that this is the case in the books :ecommended



for clé's’s shiaring.
fhe’vzicex has compiled a list of recommended books

For Four:mociad Lssuesy nameiy; ‘visisnoss Breskdcimsol Siie

family unit, human sexuality, and drug and alcohol abuse.

The list, désigned to reflect the varying.interests and

reading iabxue»iua of children-in ‘the middle grades and_ g
higher, was compu.ed through a thorough Mbuographxc b

.. . . search usmq standdrd bibliographic o0, .In.an attempt . -

\ to determine a basis for select: "on, the cxitxqal litera— sl

tuze_ was reviewe -. The ln:exatuze on the- subjecf_ of

© .. social issués in children's literature ls‘fairly éxtengive

and f:cm that nterature a number of . general crit

prifciples emerged. Of the basis of a review of this‘ ucsx-
atutéy a number of major pnncxples wetridentxf:.ed. These
pnhcxples. along wn.h Huck's "Guides for Evaluatan Chil- '_: ) l‘
dren’ s thetatuze" (Appendxx A), were used-as a basis for: .

the selaction of books to be included in the annotated

bibliography. ° : . - B X

s -Books. in¢luded in ‘the tecommended list are thale uthh '

- - a) meet the guxdehnes as outunedr

jact matter, inteYest Appell and pcpularity au e
e likely to be available in many schools. ; - )
For each book. included, full biblioqraphic data as Hax.l -as



* The list is divided Lnto faur categcnes- violgnce,

breakdown of the fum.ly unn:, hnman sexuality, and drug and
alcohol abuse. E Books a:e listed accctdxng to. the social ’

-1ssue(s) wu:h which they deal. AL‘L books are 1isted in-

L4 a,lphabetical nrder accox(jing cn»authq o ‘oks thar. deal. in






Cleaver, Vera and Bill. Grover.  New Yorks. ™ J.B.
by L;ppencott, .1970. . 1425,pp. ® ¢

T 1t wasn o He wishes to help his fathert however, he Eaxls .

& to get close to h:un. “As an ass;stant to hxs -ve:erlnax‘i_an

. - uncle, he beg)}ns to underscand aboutrillness and healmq.

life'and death.,~ He becomes very angry with Betty Rep n.

enﬁ. “She says that-"suiczde is a cnward's wa

better, though-, Bventually he’ real

. ':' Cey L artive at his. own understandlng and acceptance of hms A

mother s suxcxdm ’rh:.s book honestly dxscusses the so

A
s 'l‘heduuetin 8¢ the Center’ far Child).—en s_Books, 1970, 23,174, "
g.gorn Boak Magazine, 1970, 46, 158. @

: v Cormier, Robert. The Chocolat War.’ . New .York: ‘Pan\éheon" P
% ; # 5 Books, 19‘74. 53 pp. . . . L T

1 TT Jerry {(gﬁ&ult, bz::ﬁ,aht and idealistic, is a high school

. freshman. ‘Brother Leon, the acting Headmaster, announces




Slnce money is badly needed thi.s year, the g

qunta s’ doubled by Bror_her I.eon. s:other Leon asks the

V’LngS, a Bully qang 1

*he school " Eo suppnrt his plan. -

Thé leader c£ the V:.g;ls, Archxe Costello, is_ ruthless and

sly angd belxeves that this 51tuatxon will allow. ‘him to

st:enqthen his power.  One way Archie does this. is to get

N Jerry to publxcly declare his xeﬁusal to . s 11 his quota.

= Jerry'svopposition brings him J.ntr: ‘conflict with Brather I

Leon, who ﬂdesn't appzeciate having his authority ques-

tioned. When Jérry is fmally crdered by Archie to stop

refusing to sell chocblates,.he cpntxnuea “to xefuse dn »°

. 'v ¥ order to maintain h;s father' s respect and’his own .. .

integrity. Brother ZLeon indu?:es Keobie Bo see Jerry's . o

refusal-as a dehance of, the vigild.’ Jerry is persuaded
A s : by Archie to particxpate in! a- boxxng match, but he is not

£ . senously hurc. As the bon ‘énds, Jerzy is defeated, and

Brother Leon and the Vigils are Wctorious. This ‘bqok-

shows fan's inhumanity to man, as well.as the need of N o5

st_:"me people to iet imp_ortant, even gowerful‘. The s?:yle B

Tis .powatful and the characters are éonvinci/ngly developed

Grades 8-11. i .

The ‘Horn Book Magazine, 1979, ;
Kifkus Reviews, 1974, 42, 371.~




f T Culin,’charlotte. cages of Glass, Flowers of Time. New
% N . York: Bradbury Press, 1979. 316 pp..s

> Fourteen-year-old Claire Burden lives with her father

4 ® whom-she worship§. . He is’'a talented painter and Claire has
iy inherited his talent for drawing. 'Mr. Burden is reported to’
IS e . the aut_hétit—ies, by a 'néiéhboui, for nofy_taking pro‘pe‘r care '

» of Claire. she is, placed in ‘the custody of her natural .

S AE mo(:her and her fati&r leaves town. Life with her mother, a

comp!.e\:e sttanqer, is worse" than Claire cculd have ever
imagxned. He: mother” is frequently drunk and if Claire, does

g ‘ot obey-her; she extinguishes her burning cigarettes on

Claite's “arms. Claire has very féw clethes and her mother '

* seldom-buys Food. . Her mother, because she hates her-artist

husband, won't-allow 'Ciairé to draw, _even :if it is the only

‘

PR B . .
ching she. 1cves-doing.- .Claire feels trapped. She doesn't

want to upset her mother or k' physical punishment. she
' knows hez mean“'Gtandma Simmons won't: he'! nor will the

\authori:iea. __Cla_ire ;hc_itaws into.a protective shell of

thSE'ility ”and avoids human contact. She receives he‘lp from

Jr A, black musician, Mr. Beasl.ey, and Clyde, a fellow studem:,

who help hez in her bathie Eon su:vival. Pinally, claire

stops | PXC cting her chilu ing- mother and’ starts to

put her own life in order us she. begins living with her art
3 caachet, Misa Joyce. With insight and honesty, this .book

expresses the ambivalent feelings of ‘a battered child.

 Grades 8- 11'. : . A\

. .The Bulletin of the Center fo; Children 8 nccks, 1980, g_, 130..
W Beoklil 1979, 6. 108. a .
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Degens, T. The Game on Thatcher Ishnd. New York:. The - t
. Viking Press, 1977. 148 pp. . 3 ®
zfeven-year-old Harry knows that the Hai:i'son bzothan

are bullies, but whan they ask hm to join their i‘at qame E S

on deserted Thatcher stand he aucepn. Harry tells .h@u.
mther that he, his sister. Sarah, and friend John are going
on-a picnic so. that ahe‘ll alltw them to use theix boat.
.Hhen the war games beg].n, Sarah and John are tied up and
put in a t, where they are bombarded with liqhted matuheu.
Harry re)>zes that the thre¢ of them are the M&rnson/
enemies’in this gané. After some time, Harry is able to /’
:ascue _Sarah‘and John. When he tzicka one of the Morrisons
mto the pit, Hat:y, Satah. and John administer the same
’ t-.ype of treatment to him. A Eire accidentally is started
with one of the ma(:ches. Harry'; Sarah, and' John leave the .
1sland for home, det.etmined not to tell anyone about the
war games. In the meantime, the Coast Guard puts_out the
fire. Deqe’n's treatment af the vidlence in-shis'boqk is : 3
.rea!.istié and convxnang. The reader is uympaéhqtic to the = L
chudten s cxuelty !:o Doug Hoztison, who had inﬂicted 80

much pain and humiuatien on Sarah and dohn. . T A

.Grades 6-87




"New York:

o Dizenzo, PAtrigia. Why Me? The Stor! of Jerny;
e Ayon Books, 1976. 139 pp.

. 9

. . - Jenny Lenhart is sixteen-years-old and a Senior in high

4 school. -One night when she's at a high school hangout she

: meets a college boy who had attended het school._ She

dccepts a ride home wit{h h1m but, xnstead, ‘he drives her ‘to

x ) - an isolated spot and rapes her. ‘Unable to confidé i her

t g parents, Jenn‘els alone
: " . .or may have contacted Venereal dis’ease‘ g_o' see a
doctor in another town. Later, Jenny tells her parents she K
““was raped and then she reports the crime to the police.
Jenny c’iq‘esﬁ'{; qé~t‘_ any support’ from her father, who cares

more about.the family name than he does about Jenny'stwell-

4 s being. When the news of the rape circulates Jénny doesn't
know what 'to do. Once she'realizes"thgt she "shouldn't
‘ think all the time about ‘what the stupidést peopvle.séy,"
i Jenny returns to school and takes her chan;:es about what
_ people will say about her. Dizenzo deals-with the problem :

of rape perceptively and honestly in this b@

: Grades -7-10. .

3 c. Naw York Times Book Review, Pt. 2, 1976, April 14, 16,

PubILuhar 8 Weeklx. 1976, 209, 60. v
' 3

’ [ ' .

.Doyle, Hfian. Angel Sguare. "Vancouver: Douglas and = 4
i McIntyre, 1984. 123'pp. ? 5
w3 2 E § e

This book is set'in Lowertown, Ottawa j\'xat after Horch

e War iI. Anqel Square 'is a’corner of th \oh:y where the-—




Cuti:aligf, Jtus, P:nqbstants_f 'and'Prem:h Canadians battle
with each,other dailyi Young;Tommy Fealizes that Angel
Square is dangerous to cross but when his Jewish f;'iend"s
fathery Mr. Rosenberg, is'beatén, there one night, he beins
to realize that. the fighting and ‘hatred” between the people -
of Angel Squgre are both real and serious. Young Tommy Vows
. ‘tP £find but who injuzed Mr. Rosenberg. Po;ihq as his radio -
hero e Shadow, ‘and with the help of his French and Irish
friends. he begins to search for the ‘villain. Gradually
'l‘olnmy and scme G‘E his Erien’drdl.scover the clues to the
mystery and they Einauy expose ths violent M:. Lagg to be
the culprit. ‘The viulence of adult racium is honestly diu-
cussed in this book.' The prejudice And hatrad are xéalisti- .
\ck].y addressed through the authentic 1945 atn\osphere. )

Grades®8 and up. &, SaTind
’,
Quarry, 1985, 34, 90. y | Gid 3

n Materials, 1985, 13, 62:

Pox‘, Paula. Ona-ZXed cat.’ New.York: Bradbury Press, -~
-l 1984. 216 pp. 3 ¢ 5

Eleven-year-old Ned: Walli's lives with his 1nvalld, :
mothex_:'t;nd mi‘n’iut}et‘-‘-father in a small country town %n Naw. N
. York v&en Ned's uncle givgs him ‘2 rifle for his el'eva‘m:hv‘ "

birti\day, h{l father forbids hi;: to use it until he'is oldax.
That night Ned takes the gun from the attic and goes 1nto

the‘stable. When he sees a 'movement in the dutkneu, he




aims at it and shoots. Afraxd that someone has seen: him,

he' puts the. riEle back ux the act;c and keeps the mcxdent

co himself. When a. cne-eyéd cat turna upat, his fnend Mr. ’

he had shot at that night.. Ha wrest-les with guxlt aid the

uneasiness of not knowz.ng what teally had happened to :he ;

o just beiore Mr. Scully .dies that Ned confesses to him that

seen h:.m ‘go out that’ntht, but she cautions him that it
vcc_nuld have been something or someone else whp ‘had hu;t the
cat. Although the violehce in this book is limited to that
* one -night Qhen‘“ed shot his gun at a dark shadow, ‘_t‘:ha reader
is 'conf:'onted with, the ‘cruelty of the act through the _'

descuptions of the. inju:ed cat-as well as throuqh Ned's

prolbnged guilt. vl

" \Grades 8 and up.

Newbery Honor Boak, ].964.
Bublisher's Heekly_, 1984 226, 96.
b
i . T i % .
5 7 . -
Fox, Paula. The Slave Déicer. Illustrations by Eros Keith
5 New York-(,a:aﬂbﬂry Press, 1973. 176 PP \“’

napped and taken on board :a alnve ship, "The Moonlight."

‘ can bo,;ma.qle.tc dance and hence remain healthy on their

s::n.'l.ly 8 woedshed, Ned believes that the . cat was the shadow p

: ,.: cat, and beq:.ns to nurse it back to hea&th.’ It is not untxl‘

he had shot the cat. Later, his mother admits that she had '

¥, Jes’aa Bollier, a thirteen-year-uld white boy, is kid- |

Hl.s n\ain :lob ‘is to play his fife,so that the captured a].aves '




" ‘fetch n"lg:e:at the slave marke!

voyage from.Africa to the United States. 'They wil_l.l ‘then

While'iivinq in the

cramped, unsanitary holds of the ships,. th;s voyage is

filled with “horror’ for Jesse who thnesses hoth crew :mem=
bers and slives bginq beaten and killed. e Hunget and thirst,
torture "ind greed are evident. evezywﬁefé. )}éter‘ ﬁg_ad_rll_four

months’ at sea "The Moonlight" is approached by an -American

patrol boat. The captain of "The Moonlight" ‘orders the

* slaves. to be thrown overboard in' order to make himself inno-

¢ent of bringing slaves to America to be sold for money.

Before all the slaves are thrown over a storm rises, ocarry-

'i’ng'the boat’ o;.n‘. ‘to sea'where it evertually sinks. Jesse

ahd another slave boy, Ras, escape the shlpwzeck. They are
rescued by a black man, Daniel., who helps both of. them get
away to safety. Cazetully researched, thxs book deacribes
the hérrors of the slave trade. The hon‘ox,»xuthlessness.
.and hm.vu.lxation of the slgves lingers in the reader's n;i_nd
long after the book has been put away. = - ) : S |

Grades 6 and up. ™

L4 ol
Newbery Medal Award, 1974.
The Bulletin of the Center for'Children' s Books, 1974, 27 77.
e e o A e

Rirkus Reviews, 1973, 41, 1095. )

,Freeman, Bill, Shantymen bf cache Lake. ,(Toronto: James :
3 5

Lorimer, 1975. 166 pp.

Angus Bains‘, an expen‘:r wbodsma‘n,. dies under myater‘ioul

circumstances in"aanuaty\{ 1873 in Ottawa. Fourtaen-ynr-oi’d




.

John and f.hirgee:-.year-,old Meg remember having heard their
£athe‘x.-.gayi€hat‘“.ge;cy Lumber Compa‘r;y 15 a ho‘rri‘ble plidce to
work. ‘E‘ver:- todéy the shani:ymén cc{mplain of .poor .food, -dan- =
.gerous working conditions, and pcor pay but ‘the company

doe_an't_: try to 1mprove con_dxtxons. Findncial cxrcumstances

_ . force John .and Meg: to accept: employment with t:he Percy Lum-

ber Cbmpany. Eventually they learn that their father was
murdered because cf his. efforts, to lead cther slgntymen in
foxmurg a union. . Tension between the fof‘e@an and -the lumber-
men continues and John and Meg become J.nvol.ved in the bitter
confrontation. T)}e workers continue to be physxcally ayed
by Ithe ‘ruthless foreman. Eventually, tﬁe“ynbrkets and’ the
farema.n of Percy Lumber Company hav}a a‘v showdown on a log: )

chute. ‘After some time, Percy gives in to-the shantymen and

¥ :ecoqnxzes th union ias being necessary and imp‘ottan‘t.

'rhe violence in thxs book,, which includes the phyyl abuse,
brutal worklng condxtions. and the harassment of the workers,
’15 :galistical_ly and honestly used, to convey the w_ork:.ng con-

‘ditions of the shantymen at that time in Canadian history.

'Quill arnd Quire, ‘1982, 48, 4. B G g .
i ¥ % T Shs g

Grades 8 and up."

¥ . 2 - s v

. w4

Freeran, -Bill.. Trouble at. Lach.
Lcrime:, 1983. 128 PP

Mill. “Teronto: .James "
iy Y A .

£ This -ntory ia set, in Md‘ntreal. during the 1870'p fihen
4

feurteen-year-old Meg Baing and her. twelve-yeu:—old brpther 8




“Jamie ‘take w::rk- iﬁ a clo’thinq factory in order to help sup-

port their mother .and the younger chxldren 11v1nq in ottawa.
. With terrible living conditions and.a brutal ﬁoreman, Meg”

?nd Jamie are quickly-dissatisfied with their lives. Worst

of all, howéve;, they fin‘d ‘out that' éh‘ey have been hired’ a;

s.qabs to replace striking male workers at the mill.

Although they need the money, Meg and Jamie are sympathetic

to the striking mén. The brutality and violence of the
foreman, Murphy, continue. He beats the children, puts
workers into s‘ﬂ\iﬁ:y confinement for long periods of time,

and he: forces the wdrkers \:_o pay him bribes. Murphy even

-- finds .support from the police, whose tactics ar’_ also
brutal. Determined that these aspatTing (GERATEYGRE have to
end, Meg convinces tiie workers that thgy'}(ave to.go on
atiixe.alss. hlsasiie SIoELEY a6 the TactoEve. TALS
tially, Mr. Bolton, the,owner, refuses to believe that' the
S scabs will also str:.ke. It isn't I;f;til the scab§ ‘convince
him that Murpy is stealing from the company that Mr. -
Bolton agrees ‘to meet their demdnds. Mr. Bolton agrees to
“fi;e Murphy and to end the ‘strike, dropping all charges
“against’ the strikers. '.Although conditions improve it the

'Ea"'bto:y, Meg 'and Jamie leave fo:‘ Toronto in search of
4 5

‘hithl‘ wages. This book, both honestly and realistically,
o i 4 5

addresses the hardship and violence experienced by the |
factory workewes working at Lachipe Mill.
Grades 8. and up.

Canadian Materials, 1984, 12, 62. . ‘
Books. In Carada, 1984, 13,28, -




/

Graham, Gail.’ Cross-Fire: A‘Vietnam Novel. Illistrations

by David Stone Martin. New York: Pantheon Books,
1972, 135 ep- . .

. . ot

Haxry, a young Amencan soldier, is separated from h:.s

"

- platoon in the junqle during= the Vietnamese War. ‘He meets’
four Vietnamese children who have su‘vived an American bomb-

ing raid on their village. Harry fears the children may

VE been sent by the Viet Cong to trap him, while the chil-
dran fear h:.m because he is an Ameucan. Frightened and
»unableato commun;gate very much, _M;., the thirteen-year-old
.girl, and‘ Harr§ begin to slowly trust each other. Mi's

baby brother reeds a doctor and her three-year-old sistet

has a broken} leg. Ton, who is nine ye: 1d, rgfnses to

” accept any help from Harry. As they journey througﬁ thg '
j;ngle the ‘baby dies. Latefv,- trxing to save Top from Ameri-
can airplanes, Harry is killed. When Mi and the o;hsf two
chi..ldren are discovered, the American soldiers kill all’of
them " ‘This book realistically and honestly shoM .
devastaticn of war and the :-,:uelty and violence that.wars v

evoke. : 5 ) ) .
Grades 8-10.

‘Kirkus Reviews, 1972, 40, 266.
The Horn Book Magazine, 1973, 49, 5?. I

.




Hewitt, Marsha and claire Mackay: 'One Proud Summer
Toronte: Women's Educat:.onal Press, 1981. 157 pp:
% > #

Whdn her father dies, chiiteen-yeé:-old fucy Laplante

leaves school in order to help support her famxly. She
rqoes to work at'Moptreal Cottons where she is overworked
and underpaxd in ‘ot, dusty, noisy surtoundx.ngs. When the

three thousand"woz:‘kers ard ndt allowed to join the Unite‘dyr
" Textile Workers oé Alne‘ri:ca in 1946, the cotéc;n workers go

- on strike. Thel hope to improve their terrible working

.condxtxons. During the next threé mox}axs, the. strikers
battle with Montréal Cottons, the provxncxal governmsnt,

Sthe provincial polxce, and the CaLholic Church. Name call- | ¥
ing and company threats do not once the strikers to go
back to work. The battle cont:lnues. d in mid -August .ehe :
Quebec police:forcé and the strikers are mvolved in a riot.
The police defend themselves with their clubs, m‘ui tear gas

Ky At . is used to dissolve the chaos. as a cons’Equer}ce‘ of this

riot, however, Montreal Cottons is forced to the bargaining
table. l-‘:mall.y, the strikers are allowed to join the union

and they go back to work. 'Lucy and the other workers are

gatisfied, tealizing that changes will be made at the mill.
/ .

» This book honestly describes the 1946 Valleyfigld strike:. n
The violence in the hook really happened and its inclusion

in the story is honest and unsensational.

_Grades' 8 and up. . \ .
b og o s s :
Books In Canada, 1981, 10, 5. 5 s 5

Canadian Children's Literature, 1983, 29, 45.° ' _




brother, otor—

Lcycle Boy, 11ve wn:h t I alcoholic father. I\lteady t:he

"tougheet guy in Junxor hth school, Rusty wants to be the
touqhest haod in town. He' believes in dr;.nlung, Elghtxng, e R
’and &treet langs. Motwrcycle Boy compa:es Rusty s life .

¢ @e to that “of the Japan¢se rumble fish--"they. try to

ki1l each otf{er. I If you 1eaned nu.rror against thei: bowl 3 ‘n 3
vthey'd k:.ll chemselves fthung their own reflectlon."
Ruaty qriesﬁc live his life as Motorcydle Boy dpes. » This.
involves p?oéectinq Rusty ang g‘etting‘ him out of _tioﬁhle.
* When Motoroydls Boy is shot trylhg to frée the rumble Eish -
* and othéi pets from the pet store, Rusty is arrést.ed aé an
. N ‘accompliée. -'He is ;ens to a reformatory where he :i‘s % ) -

'qra‘duall‘y taken off aléoﬁol and dr\izjs. Ag-the story gndb

. Rusty. decides to start a',ne'w life, a lifé without street
-gangs and M'étorcyc‘le Boy's influence. This‘ book, while

lcakinq at_ the relacionship between two brothers, realisti- [ "

cally treats the issue of viclence in evr.ryday life.
\
Gzades 6 9.7, *

Klrkus Reviewl 1975, 43, 1193. il ¥
The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books, 19*75, 29, 63.

e Wy < 1




Hunter; /Mollié: Eonden: .
1 S

’l‘he thsts E Glencoe.

w}u.ch a trdop of Englis

Glenlyon Campbell clan,; ried to"w pe out t)ze Mﬁcdonald

clan of Gl;zncoe, Scotland. The m:ory is tol thfaugh the

adventuxes of " Ensign Rnbert Stewart, a young offlcer in

the
army of William III. The story begins the night the chi®f

" of the.Glencoe Macdonalds comes to Fort William to take an
. g -

aath of fealty to the King. .Shottly afterwards, RobevtE and

rone hund:ed and tvlenty soldiers are sen; to Glenc’oe. Robert .

- r~—r,—~:ave:hea:s his ‘siperiors talking and begins to suspect . R
\‘“ trdachery. He evenEually discovers the plot a'qains}\ the { v
¥acdonalds. and, ‘chlatuig his military duty, he warns. the 7%

bet:r ed clansmen and jcuns them as a Eugn:ive. Many are -

; o
killed but, because' of Robert,’ any are saved Erom Jbeing’” J

massacred, At the end of t:he book Robert xs given a- chance . **

-. to defend himself and his actions while condemping those . g
| - .
|

W who were respc ‘hln for the mé: e.; Hunter\s accoyilts % ;

¢

- N of vxolent scenes are not sensanonalized, rather tHey are’

» st:aiqhtfotward accounts of uhe Massacre of Glencoe. Y ' ,"




Katz, Welwxn wutonr’mtcherx H:Lll *Va c:qﬁihj: 1 D_cug’iéu/ "
and McIntyre; 1964. 244 pp. - 55 Y 5
4

IS S A .oe

- Fburteen-year-olé Mike Lewis and ﬁ'is divorced father

are spending. thelr summez ‘vacition on.'the tiny uland of

- Guernsey, 1ncated in the middle of the Enqlxsh Channel.v 5

" dcesn't 1ike her “stépmother Janine and Qonstantly speaks fompe ¥ -

" bad\y DE her.’ After Mike and l.xsa became Erienda, sher ]

q).ves him (tour ‘of ‘tbe -island which incluaes» ar visit to a

a belleves thF har stepmother is a

. member of the Trepied coven. After witnessing an assembly

: e, ne ’I‘repied "Hill that Right, Mike begins c? beli.eve that g P

Janxne :.s uwolved xn ‘the nine membgr cnvbn.:nr_/ When an

te pbwer to its”

ps{sqn S5 deatl\" f:‘o awnew person. The Vieux hlbe:t moves

for the Vie x Albert which 1l|\paxts awes

In an attempt ‘to gain supremacy, Jartine et

"attempts»ta_sacufice Lxsa. :Jénine 15 finauyzkilled by

10¢! wnp“hexps,mxe_ save Lisa: At the’ ‘end of. the StOTPIS ,/

P o Ayl
visit. Mike, ?lthouqh she hés some reserva-~




\/’

and killings. Despite the ab\ﬁndance of v.\.olence, this con-

. tempary wi.tchctaft‘novel is credible and forcéful. . '

Grades 7 and up. o i . T ) -y

st Scﬂcol\ 1bxarx Journal, _1984, 31, 168.

‘Kirkus Reviews, 1954 52, soN”

b e -

Kropp, Paul. “Gang War. Dori Mills, Ontario:, Collier ' ' i

illan Canada, 1932. 93 PP. . g .
. Y 50 ol p— I y
Charlie nd Hooner are members of the SE/A neiqh-
-

bourhoad gang m st ‘Jchn‘ ’ Newfoun&land'

Mooner xs beaten

up, by a rirval gang member’ c\:f .the ?unks. Seekmg xevenqe.

the' Saints plan a rumblé with the\\zx_lgks. They. have a group

£ ght, without weapons, in a warehouse p: kan lot. -The ¥ g
Punks are losing the fight so they start to) “gather thezt e
X N

~weapons. A polxce sireny however, causes- the gang to léave. i
.

L:.sa, Chatlie s frlend, opposes qang fightinq, but Charle

' maintuns that his gang have to be p:

meets Juck, che leader of the Punks, at Victoria Park. ' When ¢
Jack qrabs Lxsa, Chatlie comes to het zescue. Jack - an_d / %
Charlie fight, using weaféns. .r,isa intervenes 'ax;d'si:ops Vthe
fiqhtin¢hefore anyone, i'r’hurt. The Punks 'call for another ) o 3

rumble and the Saints accept. Again,’ charlie and Jack

«f:.ght, \with Charlie qettlng the upper hand./ Jack shoots

chnrue and he is latet ‘arrested. other members of the

Punks ar szted on drug charges, and Charhe realizes the

iqtility_ of-gpng £ ghtinq. Although Kropp uses a 1xmj.ted




*yécabulary, the story is ‘convipcing and. ma-li\stic'. iR, ' g
Grades 7-9. % . G 5 s 5 T &
= . % ' P wo® !
Canadian Children \s Literature, 1985, 37, 62, -+ e
Quill and Quire, 1982, 45913, e G
g g ¥ e '
¢ y e T < .
. - . ! - Hoze 0 »
- w . CINE B w8 R
> Levoy, Myron. Alan ‘and Ndomi. - New ‘Yor! Harper, and Row,
L 1977, 192 pp. - g 3 2

Alan levezman is‘a young “Jew in New York in 19{4.

'x‘welv‘ year-old Naomi kirshenbaum, a refugee from Ptance,

is severely emotinnally dxsturbed's:mce she saw' her father

‘mu:de:ed by the Gestapo four yea}:s ~be£ore. Alan s‘pa:ents

er txme, .

. to bring, her back to a nogmai sbate af mind

Naonu begxns tc relate to M.an, who xs amazed at het Lnte1~ i
N % 1ect and warm petsonal;ty. Theu‘ fnendsmp gzows and '
¢ - 7 'Naomi ‘'starts school.‘ One day. howaver. _a prejud;ced‘ younq g

/( \ lad lt school calls_her’ a "dirhy Jew A, unak\].e ‘to accept

> the tepeutnon of hel’ own' pezsecutxons again, Naomi 10555 -

hex.‘ fragxle hold on stabxlity. Despite Alan s help, Naomi
withd:aws from real:.ty and is admitted to ‘a mencal institu- bt

tion with litcle hope for recovery. 'I‘his stazy skill.fully

-Jew;sh Samily in Amenca. N

Grades 6-8.. ;
. S ==

R
- 5 ' \The Horn Book Magazxne, 1977, 53, séh
: " The -Junior Bookshelf, 1979,. 43, 287, ~N




-Maruk Tosh)& “Rircshims r!o Pika
e 'nLee and hepard 1980" 44

~ : #
Thia book :ells the’ stoxy cf what happenad 1 H moshxma

on' r.he morninq nf Auqust 6, 1945 the day the atom bcmb was

-dropped. Seven-—year‘old HJ. and her pq ents a:e ea{:}ng .

M yer. ,quma Fox and Harry Maxex:. .
.Delacorte- "Press,” 197

-}a rurisorri. Derek and the ot er four éenage:a are







an\i]‘.y. Gail dxshkes- boeh Ph




qraphic a d v:.olent de;cription uf the

U w:,ll be a bre’é{ sbw. Aiter two




is ,a,tEaéked by three youths'

¢ wffg switch blad chains, ‘and-tire ‘irons. He is stabbed,
: ] Be, auhe

-and 1oae§censc1aus\s x.ater, he is'pic ‘up by the * 5 H

police for . stabbing anot_her «youth and ends up thh. a two-

& 2 year sentence in cm(\'sawyet, a zehabilitation centre: !)e 29
is e\,uowed to” leave after exght weeks because of his

Fafea o mot erfs i1l es"s. When he returns hmne, he’ decldes to go’




- and his famly are ‘aware of t’he mjustice .being ddne to the

. 'séﬂneideri. Théir pro:es(:s,(however. cannct stop the par-

"Hitler's police. At the age of*seventeen, Friednch 18 F

Grades79 v Lt | .

Siegal, Aranka. . Upon”he |Hedd 'of .THe Goat: M Childkood in

3 sbory begms ‘in 1939, nine-year-old szi is with her qzand-

h mof.her 1)1 the’ Uktaine. W en she returns to Hungary a yeazJ At

T

join mtler s special boy. s’ Jlub, the Jungvolk. _The, writ’ér

secution. Pxiedr;ch's paren(ts are eventually killed l;y

also killed duran an axr at;tack, after’ being dem.ed access — {

. to an air :aid\‘keltet beca se he is a’ Jew. This book™

honestly and xealxst:.cal]&d picts the hatred, brutauty, .
and klllans of- Jews' by th7 Nazis. ¥ E i ¥

* whe Bekn Baak Magazxne, 1;’ '47, 173. Lt c .
The Bullecsn Of the. Cem:sr! £or Children's Books, 1971, 24 ,97.

t PR |

Hungary 1939-1944. New York: Farrar, Straus, Giroux,
A1981. 214 pp. - \ W >

_ --J

\ 5
world War| II, as told by a f;ctional narrator, thi As the- o
My

Nan

later sl‘ﬁe tealizes that t e war is taking a‘vay het family. x




over, Beregsus:, the town where Piri's £amily and relatives *

ligle, thay’are Enrced to 1ive in' a ghetto and to wear the :
star of Dnvid on their clothes. Eventua}{w’/,”the people iph

\]
’ahe qhetto are moved (tc Auschthz, a work camp. Almcuar/«

\
’ year later, on April 19, 1945; Piri and her_ siﬁ are

rs\scu'ed by the SWediLsh Red Cros§. This book g;ves a
s ;

poﬁnant, ‘realistic account o! lewish™ suffering under Nazi

. L 5 &

~ repression. ST B T

'G}udes 7 and ‘upl.

e e o
,; Newbery Honor Book, 1981. -~ 4
Voice Jf Youth Advocates;.1982; ‘5, 47. e B S g IR
The Bulletin of the Center'for Children', /Boo)&s,;l%z,‘is_, 117.
- ™ > EATT - w0 Mg -

\ smucker, Barbara. Under’gr‘ound’ to Canada.- Illustrations by .
. Tom McNealy. Toronto::, clark@, Irwin, 19_77. 152 ‘pp. .

'
- & 'nwelve-year old Julilly has, been _taken away from her LI

Mammy Sally to work for'a southern slfve boss in Mlssif-

sippi. Het master is cruel and she is constantly humiliated

and v;ctim&zeq She holds on to hez goal df tqachxng canada

and Ereedom, despite Hex: suffering. He: friend Liza also

dream; of f:eedorn ven though her ‘ctipplini*disamlxty was‘ .
/

caused bya viciops b 'ting afterqa prevxous succes"ful - Bt

sscape. ALded by an abolxtxcnis\:, Alexander Ross, K

-
/
e Des ice muny seriou d:awhacks, including their constant\

P e !

Liza, rand two oldaz bays run away £rom the plantatxon.




. search for freedom. with the help-of ‘both biack and #hua TN

scple who oppose slavery, Julnly and x.izq' eventually ‘.

:each Canada, . whsre Jululy is reumted wx':h her ‘mother.

et E: ~ The hcrxo:s of" sla ery qre realxstxcauy treated in this gt
- - boak. , At the' same time, the reader rejaices and shares in’

- the jubilation of Julilly and‘ Liza's freed{m.

' i 'G:ades 7 and'{xp. l; ; 5 £ i o L g '

; . L :
L B Canadian Children's Literaggi?‘m%, 25, 22, i

lel and Quire, 1982, 48, 4.
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o X Abezcrqmbie, Barbara. Cat-Man's Daughter. New York:is B
Hazpe-: and Roy, 1981. 15 ;p : . 4

@ .ot . i
chi ’9 Kate McAuxster, thxrteen gears-olﬂ, lzves wxch Jher >
P AR & mother in New York ‘City.. occasionahy “she visx-:s/ﬁer
- ' Eather in Les Anqe].is He plays “Cat-man" in a Hallywood &
p . television serial. The cnly pezson Rate enjoys seeing In®
u Los Angeles, , is. hez ’ Riley: Xate .

appreclates Rxley s ho‘nesby and truthfulnéss, Rllay never

. i
a pzetend(t(xate that th:.nqs will be,perfegt atter her -

Coad -

g ,parents' divorce. Ka(:e wxshes for a ncmal family mstead -
of ﬁhmping back and Earth between her parents' During one
of Kate' s\n.s:u:s .to Los Angeles, Riley kidnaps he: in® an et

attempt to make the parents consider Kate 8 welfa,te instead

)
of thpu‘ uw.rtk Kate thxnks that this ‘a wonderful ideal

The., parents hav}e as bxtter canffontar\o befote aqraeinq

' " that the’ [best place for Kate to live ¥s with Riley. " Th:.s

is exactly wha\: Kate and Riley had wanted al%{'rd time.

_ ' B ‘Althuugh the arranged )udhapp;ng of Kate by her grandmot.her N

JE ' 5 is.rather conLriv_ed anq strains_ ctedplx;y\?ﬁe you 3 reader 4 x
o-w " T.can understan ’Katc's'yneed for~a normal family: : 2 £ ol
. Grades -5‘—;& we . adw ’ e N
L B
S v G . < A 0 & -
$ Booklist, 1991, 28,7100, . LY cd

" Zhe Hcrn Book Mag»zine, 1982, _A, 49 .




Bach, Alxce.' A Fathe: Everx‘l’ew Yeazs.
And Row, 1.977. - 130 PP. %

k4

' can't un(gt and why Max would leave him




many thinqs, 1nc1ud1ng givinq £hém her kaxng ﬁionma and

trymg to make herself exck., Kazen plats co bzing hez

‘tter “with ‘each other. .;(aren finally xeahzes that i

: hex patent ill not get back together She be-ldeves that

divorce is the end of the world' for he and he: £m, i!.y.



her mnew. home, not wanting to live "miles fxom everywhere

To n\ake matters worse, her mother has anuéd Jess, a_
te gixteen-year- old bay £rom the Toronto sl.ums, tc stay w1th
them and do odd jobs. around the farm Rachel resents hxs

e ow s ptesence, even thauqh\is constantly pleasant and helpful

to haz. Things suddenly change when Chris d.\.sappears. Dis~

appointed because her - daq has to" be zeturned to its uncanng

ownexs, Chris. steals thie: dcg and hides ;Ln he barn. xverY‘ X

lqoks “fo her.but-lt‘s not ‘until the barn catqhes

. surroundinqs ot

Althoug the .theme is contemporary anﬂ

txc, Jess seems: to be too good—natured. He is Always *e

cheerful and never. geta angry, even whén Rachel is rude to "

hxm. Nevertheless, the theme of " t:his bcok honestly

o addresses the.. impoxtance of the family. 7 e w A

5 Gr debﬁ B-

; a ; :
ool -
“The ‘Lady OFf ‘The Strawberriés: ~Illustra® - |

by Anﬂ‘q.,xunz. Torom:o: ,Webcom, 1976.' 89 pp.

\ .



Althouqh Jessxca is lonely for her mother,, she enjoys
. B country lee. She begins to grow stuwbertigs An her free

> . tune, hoping that her mother will return when she tells her: '

that thxngs can grow on their Land

i Shirley Dutton, make a scare-rwe garden'to keep

the robins from eating’ the strawberries. Jessica _calls

Jessica and her teacher,

this scare~rcbx.n ‘Lady, "and soon she begims to regardlit as a

human belng, as a)substitute for he} mother. She talks to

' the lady abouc her feelings, especully of the love ba‘:we

'l S hex tather and shizley button and her: mother s plans ho re-—l- B

mat;}‘ When a prairxe stotm destroys the Lady. gnd her .. B

- stra(wberry crop, Jessxca blames .Shirley for ccminq into

Wy " theit lives.. One night Jgssma r_k_\inks s_heI hears Lady‘a.rgd N &
she gos out in the watér too far ind Kids t6 be fescued. ;
" She re\coqniz_es that the Lady -i‘s hat a substitute :for hed -
mothet,' ;mi aéyxees to visit her'mother; »’smun.. This book

honestly shows thé  emotional turmoil that Jessica expen-

. ences when caping with her parenca'ldxvorce. 7 . - ) 2

' Grades 4= e g i J p ‘ SR L
\ % 1 — L % 3 .

: RS - Bmezgenz:x Libtazian, 1983(, 10; 30. s T
B Canadxan Chlldrgn s Litetatute. 1980,\2]0, 36. ) .

¥ . 5

cleary, Bevetly.;'Dear Mr . Henbhaw. tl_luatz’acinns By Paul
0. Yelinsky. New York: lua Morrow ,: 1983. 134 pp.»

# s . : Told through &, series of L&fters to beigh Botr. 8 favour-‘_ -

ue authoz, chd Henshuw, and later through ‘Leigh' iury,




'Bvez +

this story takes place yiien Leigh s im grate six

lince lecond grade Lei,qh had wut:tan to Mr. sensllaw and now

he attemptl to an-wcx.- Mr. Hensluw‘s questions. Most - of t:he

lnfomtxon he gives 16 h:.s 1etters is nbout hu fam:,ly and ¢ -

hi.s £ee11ngl. His parents \dre divorced “and he hves uth i ® S TE
h,ls mher‘ “He yearns for hxs fath:r, .who is a cross- N E et
- cpuntzy tr\lcker. His mothe: \iorks and his Eather sends ¥

:ux,

;l.eth w:.shes'fox m‘.s

them sllppart :lloney aometimes

father to atu:n. Leigh does nat h\u many fr ends at

is beqimung to adiust kY

; - that his futhér loves him, even thouqh ?doemi'.t lxve wi..th

themat hogle. often funny. ehis is a mnchinq storyof a o R

s SE /. young boy's adju;mer_nt to his parents' divorce.

% Gradeai—fS., s . S8 & B

% Booklist. 1933, 80, 89. - LT 2T

g Ths Bnlletin of the Center fot Children s Book§ ‘1983 37,

’ \ : 1 .
Corcotan, Barban.‘ Hax, That's Mz Snul You're stamging On, | i’

.New York: Atheneum, 1975.' J.zz<pp. % -

get n divorca. i M: t:ha resort motal., ahq 15 su:prised to’ . i et 2

e see many old peopls who. xenlly care ‘for each othst after







‘she is not ‘the. only one in the wprld who ‘has d:n.vuxced
T 2
Ttk pax:ents PhoeWs n\othez eventually remarues and Phaebe

beg'ns ta reali.ze thab she’ vull be able; tc ca,be wn:h her
Atepfather. ‘Phaebe £inds happxness knoiving- {:hat her mather C

15 happy. she staxts datmg bave and hopes to £ d her own




T and stfayi'ng togethet. ' Thisf book _shows the impo:cance of

2 B fr:,ends.'

‘Gx:ades s—a. aw

oy School Library Journal, 1978, 24,.83. . | "
. . Kirkus Reviews,.1978, 6, 254, . . .

lej’ Brian. You Carn pick Me. U M: Pe
Grcundwaod Books, 19

j¥‘s Cove. ' Toronto:

t-,x:y r.o cope w:.(:h the." 1tuation. Ryan becames fziend wa.th ¥

how to iish. . He also becomes Erie-l\ds



g Lnlightful tteaunem: of Ryan's cogfusion about his iat‘l‘\k

Leaving the fully. S .

¢ ) . <R
. Grades 5-8. gA . . =7 g

Books In ¢afada, 1980, 3, 32., & &
Canadian' Children's Literature, 1981, 22, 47.

_Eloise.

eld;

"'l‘alk About A Fumilz. New York: 7.
PR b g

% good as they were befoxe., ﬂ:ey l\ope tmt their oldest:

bxothqt I.u’ty un fxx things betueen theh p;gem:s when he

gets hcvne from tl\e army. After a succenfu]. surprxse party“‘
for uxry, Hx' James tells the fmly that he is movxng out.. .
Genny 13 hurt. that Lnny dldn'!: "fix" everythan. Her ~
fxiend, Hr. “Parker, cnllects lamps, even ‘broken ones.

Genny begins to think about; the broken 4anps and her broken : &

Liamuy, tealizing that even the memhers of a btoken family'
can be kapc thether. She is angry wi.th héz parenta, how- .,

evc:, because, ythey are givi g. the fa.mily a different

"shﬂpe." She camea to re

:e, ‘though, . that tnnu.lias CQma
in all’ ahupas an\i that the aha es' are. nlwaya changmq. N
Grlanﬂ.ald hzu. honantly‘,and aenslciv} pon:x-ayed Genny s .
3 :celingl nnd )mpu about having a compl te fanlly again.* '




Grades 4-6 .

te * imooklist, 1978, 74, 1105. ' ;R -
- Kirkus Reviews, 1978, ﬁ,us\. >

v : s 5
~ B num-_ex, Evan.. M& and Mr. Stenner. Philadelphia: J.B. %
. . N Lippxncctt » 1976. 157:pp. . ¢ .
. 5 { 4 ®
— 2 i . . . .
Abby's parents separaté I:nd Mr. stenner moves-in. &

After a :ime,Mr., T her s ather. Apby loves

'her faeher,’, but she\doesn't ll.\ke Mz, Stenner, wh i

v L always yarm; lund, and generous to: her. Desp:.te his many A

nts, . Abby x:‘eiuses to 1o

Stennet because she = ':' X phd

eves ‘it wauld be d:,sloya} to her father. ,Dumng the
5 coux:se of a tup tc Italy, Abby begms to chan‘ge her ¢ feel- i

mgs towaﬁ Mr. ,sr.ennex. She - realize . and admxts. that

sne both accepts and loves h:.m‘ She also :ecoqnizes that

™ - th;s new love for:her stepfather does not interfere with .~
the love she has for .her natural father. This book shows

,that it is possxble to love a steppatent without bean dxs— 1

1oya1 to a natural parent. T .

; N G:ades sZg. . : (o f*
! 5 School Library~dournal, 1976,23, 117. i
. - Kliatt Young Adult-Paperback Bock Guide, 19




Klein, Norma. Taking Sides. New York: Pantheon Books, . .
1974. ‘156 pp. — s Boox R,
. S ’ . ’ 4
Nell faces the prospect of her par’em:s" divorce and of ”
s U.vinq&t‘h hex fathe:, whiile her mother lives apd ‘woxgks in’
the country. NelT Wo wornes about how her six-year -old
brother’ﬂt{g'o will-adjust to hi.s mother s absence and - she
also worries ab t her father s possible mazmaqe t6 ‘Arden.
She prefers i.v.ving w:.th her fathe:, but’ she mevez "takes *

sides. Althouqh there nre ad]ustments for everyone ta

make, tthéngs appear

fe going weu. Nell and Huqo teally
A

Joy " the weekends in the country wi.th thau.‘ .mother. Her A

Eather br:eaks ‘up with Arden folbowing a’ quarrelxna shffers '

':}1

a heart . attacka Bec use oE their Eather's 111-h alth,.

and Hugo have to g0 20 uve thh their muthe'r.‘ They always L

- v:.s;n: the;: father and Nell oiten wxshes that they a‘ll could 5

be a normal fauu}.y;agaxn, although she knows the d:.vorce is ' %

E:Lnal. ‘The characters "in this. bcok are rea; xstic and con:

vinmnq, having iaults as well as v\xrtues. 7 . }

“rades 5:7.. .. Lo, TUE P e Tt

Library. Journal/ 1974, 99,2747 . N

A : .
"Kirkus Reviews,; 197(& 42, 688. B

fYO - Mann, Peggy. My Dad Lives InA Downtown Hotei. Illustra= -
i ey s-by  Richard-Cuffari., New York:~ Doubleday,.1973. g
: 92 ,pp. g 5 I . o i v

L',ioeyQparents are fighting and :he fat leaves the-: -

‘home, When hu mother: tells -him - that ‘his . father wcn‘t be



nvxi}g with-then dnymore, he thinks it is his fault: He -

goes to his ‘fafher's office the next day. He has “dwawn up .

a contract listing his fafilts; <thinking that his father g !

wiu come home 1£ he agr les to do all the things scated in

the contract. Eventually Joey reah.ze‘s that hxs parents'

sep’ara‘tion is- permanent and that ‘a divoxce will follow soon. g
«_“Both Joey and~ his father agree that the cantxact won't- work; N

:.nstead, t@aqree .to spend their weekends toqethex. Joey

- becomes_friends with a young boy, Pepe, who doesn't‘know : o

- Wwho'his father is.  They discuss thedir families ang find o S

camfort thh mch othez. -, As t.une goes-by. Jney accepts his -

ime.' This bouk
realistz.cally uddresses the feaxs and concezns of many chxl-
1ten ln.ke Jeey who are eauqm-. in the mddl.e of their

pazents' d}.vcrce. 1 4 -?_ 5 « 5

Grades _:Iand 5.

Kirkis Reviews, 1973, 41, 560. - s o ;
{ Booklist, 1973, 69, 990. ™

o v

. kamotc, Jeam Davies. My Motll?xez 1S Not Married To My
= York :

Father. New . G.P. ~Putnam's SQns, 1979 109 28

/ Eleven—year—old Cynthxa :Ls more - upset chan her six- ¢

year-old sister Sara is when they £ind om: ;he:.z parents

‘., are gettinq a dxvarce. She resents the idea

.‘had'a .girlfFiend, Eilen



& 13

she and Same are spending wéékends vith their father, Ellen
is alwafs there. Both Cynth:.a and sara wish that th&,coum
have their fathe: to themselvesp althouqh they realize that

this will not happen. Cynthxa also worries-about the kind

of man her mother will' marry. When, her mother décides to e
E R 5

",mar’ry sam, the c].inic dpctor, nyithia is béthered by feel~
ings of being d:sloyal to her fathe:, because she is learn- B
1nq to love sal Cym:h;a Exnally cames to reahze that

the§ wxll be lmke a Eamily aqain, on].y the members will- be

different. 'l'hxs book uses_ a positive approach in’showing ..

the adjus'ment’s that famil).es ha ¢'to make Eollowinq adlg

-1442.

Boollist; 1979, 15,

arl, Lila. The Telltale Summer of gxnn C. New quk:

The senbu:y Press, 1975. 160 PP

'mna CMstaiifzs tall, undeveloped, and very se].f—

g vconsci,ous that ‘she twuches her ‘niose when'ne:vous. Aiter R

: ncezned with good ].ocks than'person lity. Tina s



it strange that he lives with her mother and doeS.t! Qook= " -
’ ing and shopping while her mother works. In additiom to

trying to accept her mother's new lifesche.’ i‘ii.na'x father

—
his t to bud. Tina dislikes Rosebud .

and calls her a phony t‘ennis pal:tlnr. One day «she and

Arthur, gu‘tb visit their mother,and Peter. _MhiYe at the

‘museum they meet -Jahann, a s:.xbeen-year-cld loy from Honand. ¥

. Tipa “finds Johann ve;? gleasaa: and her nose doeln’t twitch o
- - - 5
vhen she's around him. She surprises herself when she .

o realizes that 'she is m‘ore im:ezan:ed in his:personality
g 0

than. the way he looks.. : Her fathar ann‘guncal that he .\.sn't

& ., getting marzied becanse Rosebud'l Appea!‘ance is deceptiva.

) PR

E ©+ Y with the help of her E’ather <and Johann, Tina is learning - e
f—_— % ¥

) that hemg yourself is moxe' 1mpoxtanc than facial apgenr- g =

h ' am:,es. _Th'/h_ook has good charactenzation and. the story ‘

Y \ is couvincingly {'m. 8 -,
. S - - i

° Grades 4—6. L %

“ .7 . . xirkus Reviews, 1975, 43, lzas.
) 3 The Buuetin of the Cemr for Childxen 's Books,1976 2’6 13’

vl S : : =N = J = . '\,'.

&Y. 3 e ¥

Pey gnér. _Stella: A Smart Kid Liki

71| seabury Press, 19.75: 216 D
- O

You. New. ferk-:‘, “The

- .-Nima‘s parents are'divorced. Starting junior high'.

"school as one .of the £e7 students from a ‘priva’ta iche_n’_vhé_d" -
, -

alreaﬂy mada her lpprehena'xve, but when she Eir}

out that

her math teachex is Dolcres Beckwith, her Ear.hgz's

new vife."' *:



sha is IIlOded. Nina is- still huxting from her panenﬁs‘

* Platt, Kin, -
J"Press; -




ami her. fathet s. ci.de by br.ea‘k_inq
Diagetl wats ackhr  FLAbi iy atino '_
'.Fidel for an'other'nun. % Pidel ggteen to lat her qn

chlans apptove§ of the nev man in her mof.ngr s Iif:. as

allis, Siisan. An@én‘!ﬁ
Row, 1978. 139 pp-:

1 eﬁt hx' pa:ents' dwcxce. He 15 a Eouzth

az a school: Ln'mqland. During a weekend oue-




¢ ‘(because he b&lieves that -only thén will his mother a‘nd

‘Dm}ld‘ “father get married. Reluctantly, Davld agrees, and’, .. - R

taked Bruce away £xoi the 'school.  Bruce doesn't eat: nuch

and refuses his medmanon. i Eventu-!lly, one ‘ot Davxd s’

Eriends £inds . out what is going on, and. the’ pnlice find

\Brucs and Dav.i.d. Mrs. Daly doesn't prsaa charges and Darvxd

belxeves Bruce will soon be~ lus btother. The character “in L

this book are ccnvlncan and the amcune .of aetentmq gur'en 5 ¥ g

o bhe children at. Underwaod is notewotth,y o o P

: Grudea 6-(§

Vil g
'rhe Bulletzn of - the Cm-n:er for chxldren‘s Books, 1978 32,71.°
nookhat. 1976, 75; k83‘. )

Slote, Alfred. Matt Gargan'sfBoy. New Yorki J.B. Lippin-. ° .«
Coett, 1975, 158 pp.. il ik :

’ Danny Garqqn x.s the best: pitche:, on ;he best: team, 1n )

_his’, h seballrleague. Hxs tather /{s the' fan\d(s catcher- thh W

s the Chicaqo whi’ce sox. Aluhmxg!) h;s;parents aze dworced,

Danny beheves that soma day they will be zemarp..ed and th

is intétested Ane hz.s mother.

Danny[



games. This would mean M. Warren would have no reason to
<

“date her af:er work.: His mother, howe\'ler, pla/;ls to got to

the qames anyway. \Thén, he finds ouc lus Eather is- remarry-

Lo W ing. -Danny \rejoins the *‘Eeam and ,agrees that hls mother

should see- Mr. Warren if she wam:s. Slote shows the com-

plex:.txes of human relationshlps ﬁor a younq boy caughtv . st

between the poss1b1e remarmages of his mothex and Eather.

Grades 4«6» ) : gt B

Ta o s(:o].zf Ma:y. The Edge of Next ‘{ear. “New ‘York: ' Harper and i
] 1974 BB, . ) .

: Fourteen year-old Orin W & A x¢ and his younge
v;ctor hve— with theu' parents on -a_fam.v One Om:ober 8 day,

-on the famlly s way.home irom school, MEs: Woodvmrd is

R;.l;._ed_. ien their car skids, after avoidxng a drxver ‘in jfthe

w:bhg .lane. Hxs father tuxﬂs to alcohuL, chtor becc s

absorbed with his animal wa:J.d, and orin becomea the head '’

of ‘the Eamily. Drxn f.\nds hxs mother! s death difhcult to b

accept and cannot unde:stand the manner in»which

One day Otm and chtot qo to explore a’

and Victo: cope.'

he. feels’ *he can look at the,

reali&es ;xow lucky they a:e a

world dxf,ferently. He reulize! tnat thau lives must go -an

‘even though their mother is gong forever. .His father agreea




to join AA in o:der to qet some help with- his drinking

_proble. Th:l.s book HonsarigNand realzstxcally shows ‘the, - .

conflicts between love and zeaentment x:hat can hagpen in

any tamily. The teadet can: feel the adjustments that every-

¢ .“one 'has to make after the death of Mrs WOodward. ‘_’ # T

Grades 5 8.

" Stolz, Mary. Leag Beforg You: !xao
~-R_cv<, 19727 259 pp.

divorce comes as-a complete surpn,se ‘to'Janind, who is more Wl 4

p eoccupied with wa: thq Eor Her fx:st menstruatzon than
L3

‘with' hez parents' opnstan: quarrellan, Now, Janine hus‘ to

She tries to «undexstand the N

dcp'e‘wi(:h loéiﬁg her 'fa‘th;t“

- similnz probléms. ’rhis ques her reassuxance ubout he: own. o

family. Eventually, on Chrutmas mormng, Janine stattSv

Lg% 2
put her’ bitcemezs (:uwax:d her Eathet aside and agcepts his B TS

T xqmrtiuge. This book renlfstically shows the-| positlve

v lopment of Janine s eharactat as she adjusts to,: .\ new N

£am11y liﬁea:yle i




Gradés 6-9.

i
. | : 5 i )

. Librar Jou nal, 1972, 97, 2967. .
- ﬁn Bu. 1eZ of the Center for Children's Books, 1972, 26 1e.

Walsh ‘Ann. Your Time My Time. .Victoria, British Columbia: . - -
A Press Porcepic, 1984. _155 PP. . e . %

A, R R Joan Connell dem.des td.leave’ her Mfe in, Vnncouver

and move to &, small, baakwoods town for a 'ybar as part cf a o B

v trral separatlon fzom her hﬂsband befote goingyahead with a

borerl and wishes ‘tor be back t;’here. Eventuall.y,

o ,‘ Eluabeth spends much of he‘r

: vllle, the reconstructed—site of the;

rgold uﬁg with very specxal powers« When s‘ﬁ'é cwxsts it on.

There she meets seventeen-year-old St veén Baker. Shé falls

dn ].ove with

. Elizabeth . E'Ngsj €6 visgt s

days befox“e Chr. stmas. Her' mo:hé’pis’ cont

They meet many txines

he‘discovexé‘tha: he-had ‘.

eet she. had left him. sné/



. complex1ties of human relatxonshlps énd cf fanuly hfe thh-

- are

wanr.s to go on with her ].xfe Ain the present, .away from

. Barkerville.' Elizabeth returns +hore to Vancouver with"her .

mother, who has reconcil'ed her dif ¢ with het : ¥

In add;uon to the element of fam:asy' this baok shows \:he .

out bean sentl{nental or ov;tpowezan. . w0, ,_.v\w

G:ades69. . TR R , .

Q._ull agé guxre, 1984, 50, 35- E Ta

Books -In Canada, 1984, 13,32, - | R .

Wxntverq, Anna-Greta. When sameone Sgl:u:s.
Am:hcr Press, 1972. 126, pp, B

oi any fanu.].y prob ms and»can t undexstand whx her parents

parating . Ccmfused,

b‘eueves all happi‘ness 1sZon f:om ‘her: life.: »-In the midst:

of gd]usting ta her parents’ separatxon' she falls desper- *

ately in and nut of 1ov . Johnny one ~Of het school fnends,. 3

is sympathetic to her prublems and ,elps ;hBr 1eam about ,

ieel happy and her mother accep‘tn n:._ She i pes that Maddie

will also’ ccept her fathet s happiness. Madth.e comes’ to

angry; and frightened. Maddxe_ ¥ gt




. N e o 3 e
. so instead, .she is going to move forward and do something

good with her life. Through Maddie's anqér, frustratiqn,

i . loneliness, and tears the teenége reader can live throuqh‘ ¥ e

. Maddie's misfortunes.

. Grades 5-8. - o B , o i !

The Junior Bookshelf, 1979, 43, 286. . - -
‘The -Junior Bookshelf, 1978, 42, 212.

_wW8litze¥, Hilma. Out of Lov New York:~ Farrar, Straus,
_and,ciroux, 1976. 1 i R

some walght and tcok better care.of, - hexsel.g. ‘unt Marsha

. encoutages Teddy to give up'the idea of getr_inq her patents

together agaxn and suggests that she concentrate on. getting F
her mother co stop smok:.ng. +In the meam:me, Teddy helps

her best; f:iend Moya woxk thzouqh somej::oblems she! is

avan w].th her paren:s. Throuqh tha; xpetience Teddy

1earns that you can.love people even when' they d:.sappo:l.nt " L ;

you and :egardless of how they look. Ovet t:he last year

;’l‘eddy has learned’ that some people do ot stay in 1ove fot- :

- ever.’ She realxzes that people sométimes change, dnd* do

“'does:love. Te;!dy realizes that she herself i chanqing and

e . with-that change comgs maturity. Thia book- has» halievqble oo



o 123

ch;lacters and shows how one can gain maturity undex”sttess-

ful circumstances. 9 5

Grades 5 and 6. — .

i
The Bullstin of the Center for-ehildren's Books, 1977, 30, 168.
‘Booklist, 1977, 73, 722.

>

] 7







“Arunfel, Honor. fhe Longest Weekend. London: . Hamish
Hamilton, 1969. 159 pp. d
When Eileen is sixteen’ she meets Joel at’a party. Joel
offers her fun and excitement, the cBmplete opposite of her y
‘home life. Whén Eileen becomes pregnant she shuts Joel out L

of her lifée. With the help of 'her parents she manages very . .. ~ .

well after the birth of her daughter. Oyer time, however,

’ .Bileen becomes dissétisfied with living “at home, but - she i

isn't sure _that she‘ can 'raise het 'daughter alone'. Believ-
inq tha: Joel should see his daughte:, B).leen plans ‘to” meet °

him fct\a weé)\end. -' Consequently, Jael wJ.ll bé able to spend

Réalizing that thay want to be toqether, they\ get ma:ned.

Al‘tfno/ut-;h the reader.can understand Joel's eagerness to be 2

togethe_x: ‘with Eileen and the b_aby, t};e engiinq does. seem

sgfne‘wha‘t “contrived. Ei].\e_en’and J‘o‘el e oﬂc:i_Lé their aif-
ferences too ‘early ahé to&quickly. 'Nevert'neless, the '_"A
t‘hgme of the bcok honastly addresses the issue of teenager “

pregnancy.

Grades 9-11.



e .. T . a o g

“Aré You There God? It's Me, Margaret. New
Dell, 1970. - 149 pp. aa

Blume, - Jud!
e , York:

. © Elevenryear-old Margaret is toncérned about religion , Ei

" ’ and puberty. Margaret and her friends form a secret club, '

i F /* and their main interests are boys, wearing a. bra, and start-
1nq menstruat.\on. Beéause her parents are of diffe:entt

. = faiths and don't go to church, Margaret doesn't know which ~ '’

relx.gxcn she shculd practxse. I}:stead, she starts :alkmg

i K to God-about her many early adolespent concexu\s‘ ske
-, promises good behaviour if, in return, ‘god will ahw\hr

to s rt her menstruation. Marqaret and her friends con-

t1nue ‘to dxscuss theiz develop;ng bnd:es, the male anatomyr

W o TS and how to kzss E:oys.v as ‘the sto:y‘ends Marqatet expen- i

’ . “ences her f:u:st menstruatlon thankxng God for: blessan het.

L . ¢ s0. NOw, Margaret beheves, hes 11fe will’ be normal.} :l'ru.s'

.‘, book dn.scusses honestly, and Often humotously, pre teenage

~ ® = fears and coricerns about approachxng pubertyy experienced by

W w inany girls._,

= Grades 5-8. ' | e L

i
The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Bcpks. 1971, 24, 87.
The .Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books
The Junior Bookshelf; 1978, 42, 198.

WS -Blume,, Judy. Then Again, Maybe I Won't. New York:

Bradbury Press, 1971. 164 PP. ..

. Thirteen year—old Tony M:.glione 'has

}us famxly#mng Island, W Y_o:lg.' .1'-le

iewness" ‘of his present eﬂvironmépt



°ld neighbourhood.“ Toliy's/ﬁarenés are very eager that he
adjust and meet cammun;ty standards. Tony, however, has -

more important things on hxs mind, specifically e:ections

apd noctuznal emifsions. His mother Vencou‘rages him to’

become friends with,Joel, unaware that Joel drinks.and shop=

1ifts. Tony starts to spy on his next door neighbour, Lisa,

and realizés that such activities make him sexually aware of

his body.. &11 of these' amuenes. feats,\and hang-ups gon-

%1nue, causxng Tony t:o be admittéd to haspital with severe

sr.cmach pau\s. As the story ends, Tony is trying co under-

stand lumself fna ochers. ‘This book. lacks a"s(ttong story

1me but 1t is sensthve r_a the qrowxng concerns of young

hoys approachlng pungtg,f~ 3

e Grades 5 7.

Bradbury, Bianca. A'New Penny. ' Boston: \}
1971. 188 pp. S G TR . P

Carey Carter ‘1'ives wli:h her husband Har':k and their’ baby»‘ 2

% stzudent. Carey realues she could still be in, senmr hxgh E

schooL if.she had not been preqnant ana marraed last year. .

stud:es, Carey 15 bored ank

whxle Hank continues wit h

beliaveu sbe isn't smart enoug‘h to finish-. hth schoa!

carey .and Hank frequant].y quarrel ahout ‘her: negatxve sel -

=oncept. g whgn she gets a“ job' that is hard wcgk she realizes:



LR

'she should qo back to school.  ‘Her self—confidence is

mcreased when, thh the help- of Doris, a biology major,/(
:'Caxey takes an 1nterest in plants and starts to gzow them.q

'.'Tms imptcves her self-confidence and eventually. she

s r»egi;ters to’ go back to sch’ool, -realiz;ng that her own
" future ’h\x;st at least invoive completion of high school.
Bradbury cakes a diffsrent look at tee"xage pzegnancy, look-
'1ng at what happens to the uves cg the teénage:s when “they *

. ke

the baby and get married. Thg situatxons presented © | .,

_azé reahstxc | The characters, . however, are not really.

m’evg York: Mpc'réy—.nxfl,’ 1970, .

| S1xteengfar old Phoehe is.a senaor m hlgh schodl l.nd

- has'a boyfrxend, Paul: when she i;nds Out she i.s p:egna.ne,

she is frlghtened and dep:essed.l she beg).ns to daydream

on' clinics from her sister. Phoebe




‘doesn’ t want to, hAve an aboxt:.on, she's not suxe abour. adop-

© tion. Foz the Eirst time, Phoebe tells Paul she ;s pregnant

" Her now also a cha,t 1 ng is: Jwrong
. :

Alhhouqh the story ends wx.thcu; tel ing whau she cho es x:n :

. Booklist, 1971’67, 489.
Library Journal, 1971,,96; 274"

‘. - Donovan, Joh. I'1l Get Ther
New York" Harper an Row, 196

LY - After his. parents' divorce Davy Ross
grandmnthet. when. his qrandmother"d‘ g Davy goes to lzve i
i
e 2 -wich his’ mother, Helen. Helen tteats hm l:.ke q lxttle boy,

nds satu:- 5%

N \}) e even theuqh his is’ thirteen yeax\s old. P
A days with 5‘15 fathe: and stepmother and, enjcys th' nme tnat

they spend 'togethex:. He goes !:o a private scnool Eo: boys :

oo 1 < where, after some d;tficult 'times,.he becomes fnend w:.l:‘h

- / Douglas Altschuler. One day DaVy ‘and: Duuglas engage i.n some

L % & affectionate lay and Davy fears tha

he is homwsex al. r_

When Helen Einds t:he two boys asleep toqether on the‘ﬁlcor ;

one-. day she panics and calla Dav ‘a father. xn r.he discus- .




when his dcg is killed; Davy bell.eves h’af‘. ﬁiu rélatlonship

s the. re;scm ‘for the dog s death. Eventually

o ayy agxees :o e maJ.n fnends wu:h Douglas. with hanesty

ossem:’ A Houge for Jenn:Le 0. B
1977. 1757




= X
= p:eqnam: is not easy, the’ yenrs"after the bahy s'b;rth won't .

o~ s pe easy elthez. She slquests tha: raxsinq a child reqdrrea

L ibility and by LA . ‘ “3 -

Grades 8-11. .
Booklist, 1y7s, 13, 401, ° T O e A
Sehool Library Journal, 197,23, 75.° e s

Eyezly, Jeannetté. Bonnae Jn, Go Home. New York: ‘J.B.
. Lippincotc, 1972. 141 p 5 = N

¢ Bonnis Jo Jncksnn is noc happy living wn:h her mothe:

and stepfac)re:. When lhe stops dnting Hch Mark Txuxo‘ { 5

_she heg:.xu anothst :elatxonshxp with Bill I.ohas. a lacal

drug pusher. : One niqm: when she is drunk she has sex vu.t-.h

Bili and she s p nt. She r no emotiohal . .
support from her mothet and stepfathez, but her natunl
- fathex gwea her money to g0, to New York to’ have an abor-

tion. Alone ‘at 5£xteen, .she f.liel to Nev ‘York. At an- N

“abo! tion clinic Bennie Jo h told that her preqnancy is too '__
far advanced for.a lhnple'abo:txon from,a nlinlc, ..Aftex‘ .‘ :

much seazchinq, she 13 adm.tted to the mnternity waxd of a .

zun—dovm hoapital whete she is vubally abueed by

the nursing stuff and scm—nsd by the nursinq mathers once

Nllttel\ pemission, annie 8

tha docto: recui es he_

" 3o ‘I\as t_he abortion: bleven dayu Af\:er ahe uzived in: New ‘ G
Yc;rk‘u'ha'go'e'a home . Wu:h great detail and nccuracy the - -

_.author shows v‘t}‘:'a pain and suffering Bonnie ‘Jo"goes through s "»,




Inséead Daxsy has the baby and Charles rea,ds about it in

‘high Schoal. :He dates Daisy Quy

in her, seazch for an abortion. Eyerly appea:’s to - be sug- .

gesting to, her teenade readexs that thqte aren't qny s.unple, :
paxnless solutxons to teenaqe pregnancy.

Grades 9-11. B ’ ' ’ e
‘ Library Journal, 1972, 97, 38l2. .
Booklist, 1972, 9, 238. LI s iy

Eyprly, Jdeannette, - He's My Baby, Now.. New Yor!
s Llppincott, 1977. 156 pp. - - c

soae e

Char}és Elde:‘buiy is si.\;tgé){ years old. and a Aju‘nig_’r' 5 1 N L

he” sm:nmgrv months :and

"Ghen she gets pregnant' he gives' her money for ‘an abortion. '

the (tewspaper. He gaes to the hospital ta _see the baby and

finds Q:;urc'chat Daisy is putting him up’ for adopticn.

. iCharles rea:.:.zes that vu.th ‘the new laws the father, as’ wel!.

.as the mother, hns to sx.qn the forms hefcre a baby can be

adopted, and he refuses to sign.' Charles t:akes what he .

' thinks is h:.s haby from the foster home where the baby ;a y

tempozanly b ng kept. He teturns the baby, however, . &
w.\l:h.tn an hour, bel vxng he is' dolng the rxght thmq. e B

Daisy moves away and Charlea doesn't - see her or the baby

s anymore. In this book 'Eye:ly add:esses an 1saue that is ’

often avoided--the responslbxlxty and 1av@ that a Eathet
feels fof an illeqicimate child. The reader can1 understand
the fear that an unwsd father can have ubéut possibly never

see!,ng his child aqain. . ” . N




Grades 8-11. E R “

ol . KRirkus Reviews, 1977, 65. 492.,
The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books. 1977, 31, 14.

3 v 5 # i

W , and Giroux, 1982, 234 pp. . . - »
% i . iy .‘ s LS 3 0
ot y i 7 ’ Seventeen-yeu-old lea begomes friends with Annie whom,
v “!7.Y" shemeets at.the museun. Bdth gul; soon reahze that theu-

tend beyond friendship and xnt:o

- feshnqs for each -other

" love. They have: many rsexual encounters .befo:a L; ’za admits

- to | he;:se hat she is a 1esb1an. Event:ually Liza “and Anme .

v Care caught together in a vac,at:.cning ceacner'.s house and
-5 their relatxonship becomes known. sven though nexcher Liza
% nor Annie knew, the teacher whose house they weren in'is a .
X ¥ o 1;sbian also, and she. is later dxsmxssed from the school.
¢« . E For six months.Liza and Am-.ie don't see each other because

they don't’ want any other .people to get hurt. While at-

cdllegé they both have timg to t:hmk, and they both adm;t :

o4 ’:o meet during Christmas® vacation because theéy know "the 8

truth-will make you free." . This book realistically dis-

cusses ‘a conftemporary theme and has sttonq, hgl.tevable

chazacters. . - i
— Grades: 9-11. : 5

Voice' of ‘{cuch Advocates, 1982, 5, 30. B :

Qo _School Library Journal, 1982, 28, 125.. d b

4 Garden, Nancy. Annie On My Mind. New York: Farrar, Straus,

f ' that they are gay. At thenend of the book both girls plan o




- father Calvin im Harlem siﬁce _they moved from the West .

|, The Horn Book Magazine, 1976, 52

PP~ PR

\Ky, Rosa.- Ruby. New York: The - Viking- Press, -1976- - g =
= . S2LT . £ =

-Ruby Cathy and her sister Phyllisia live with their

Indies two years ago. :Ruby misses her deceased mother ina*

feels oppreued by her .father'& canstant contrcl M: nchqol
she helps a crippled white™ t:eacher, nnd the othet studen(:s

) dxslike her for 1t. She becomes frienas wuh oﬂando, but

het father won‘t allow her to uee him. Anuby eventua ly .

:Daphne and Ruby begin to have n sacxegive l.ovk affai

Galvm frnds out nboue the as.cnr, but’ isn‘t able to stop
"it. When .Daphne’ announaes she 1s goinq to colleqa,, Ruby
attmpts suicide befo:e bei.nq xescued by ‘her fathet« Ruby—
and her .father attempt to recom:ile their diffetences. Ruby

v and Daphne come to recoqluze that thei: relatlo Ehl_.P Eilled .
a despera:e need for love at.a critical, time in thexx uveg,
“however both gir!s deeide to "go sttught. Although the

cha:actexs in thls book are v:ealxstic, the ending seems

sliqhtly cantrived, and even weak. The 3uthax: does. hw- &

eve:, devalcp the theme both. honestly and sympat:hetxcally.

¥ Gxades 9-11.

The dunior aook.helf 1982, 46

f:mds comfort wieh an aztogant b!.ack classmate named Daphne. |
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‘Hall, Lynn. .Sticks and Stones. Chicago: Follett, 1972. "
220, ; - _ ;

RP-

o Tom Naylor doesn't have any-adolescent friends when he
“moves: to Buck Creek. When Ward Alexander returns home, Tom
*, becomes friends with him. ‘Shortly after this, small town

gossip says that'Tom and Ward are homosexuals. Parents

don't want Tom to accompany their ‘sons on an overnight bus

, trip and all h 5 classmates avo;d him. He even begins to

! 2
questicn his own sexuallty v When Ward tells 'him “that ‘he~”

rce hecause of a homosexual

f ‘friendship. “on his wqy hcme, havmq Eaund out he has Ea:.led

this semester, at school, . Tom has an acc;dent in his bus' P ¥

killing a classmate who is nd:.nq w‘~th him. | Lyzng in hJ.s

shame over gossip that destroys people and values.‘ He
real;zes that he is hetexosexual anﬂ he knows he can accept

. and as a fnend. Although thxs ’book ad&resses hcmosexual- »
1ty in a xealxstic mannez, ‘the ending is somewhat weak. )
Tom's instant inught abcnﬁ: ‘his own sexual ident:.ty is tuo

sudden ta be totally convinc:mg.‘_

“orades 7 =105 B, CwY

* The Bullsttn of the Center for children 3 Books, 1972 26,.25.

\‘/Bcokugt, 1972. 68,




; , Hautzig, Deborah. Hey. Dollface. New York: Greenwillow
% . Books, 1978. 151 pp. B

Val and Chloe meet and become good friends at a private
girls' school. Both girls are tiying to understand their
f'eeungs and emotions, especially their sexual 1adheiey.

- val dxsccvers that there is a "certaxn closeness" between

her and Chloe. This complxcates Val,'s ineasdiness about .her

ropes? : © own se_xualit When Chloe's father. dies, Val sleeps over s

. w‘m« her. While trying ‘o comEort. Chloey the

R ' sexual encounber- When Chloa s mother sees them sleepurq T

v . togethez, Va

s ashamed and avoids Chloe. Over t(

s . realizes. tha:

a\: they dzd was not wrong.. . She géts.to-'
s . gether with-Chloe and _they. agree ‘that they are n"et‘ lesbians

" and will not be lovers. ,Bbth‘giﬂ'é"j’u‘s‘t want to be friends

', as they always were, without “fitting into any slots." This
book honestly’ explores the individual's,search for one's
| séiual identity. - oo Co-

Grades 7-

- L The Junior Bookshelf, 1979 43, .168.
! . The Bullétln of: the Centez forchildren's §ooks, 1978, 32,30.

Holland, Isabelle, ‘The Man Without A Face. - New York: 'JiB.. . -
LLpp}ncott,. 19 1! 158 pp. { 0 . , * iy

ey v Foutteen-yeaz—old Charles Ncrstadt, who lives with his

" - givorcéd mother; is ver

onely und unhappy. rcharles wants LR :

o leave a difficult Ho

situation and go\ta boarding .




school, but he can nevexr pass the entrance éxams. When he
meet's Justin McLeod, who is living at the summex: beach
co’lbny, Charles-asks him to tutor himgso that he may pass
his. next entrance exam. Justin's face is very disfigured *
from burns that were caused by a car accicient when he was
drunk., Justin expects charles to work hard and .he offers

him affection and compamonshz.p. When Charles‘ stepsister

“tells Charles that his father was an alcohol{c who died

long ago, Charles goss to Jus‘ﬁn for comfort and stays the
ni.qht during which: they buth have a brief homosexual
encountar. The next day, Justin tells Chaxles that whac

happened between them the’ prev,;laus niqht resulted from % B

stress and has no further meaninq. qha_rles, however,” end§ ” 't

his triendsmp with- Jusun. When he paéses his }xa‘ms he . T

goes to tell Justin but finds out that he has diéd of a

h "huart attack,'leavin 11 his prcpezty to Charles. The. ~ o sl

5 aspect ‘of homosexuau:y in thxs book is handled sensltlvely

» and henestly whxle showinq the impoztance of qood frlendship‘

'

Grades 7-9.

fhe . Horn_Book Magazxne, 1972, 48, 375

. Kirkus Reviews, 1972, 40, 73. .- :+ ° ..

s . . o i

nein, Norma. It's OK If You bon't Love Me. New York: °
The Dial sr_ess. 1977.. 202 pj

.,-‘A, sixteen—yeu:éold Jody has dli'éady had one -love affair. !
When' she meets Lyle she is: eaget to have a sexual :elation- N

ship wit?n .Mm. x.yle s xeuerved bacquound howevsz-—‘la very




S

. wn.tten a, lmak -that candidly shows younq people ‘the “impor-

different’ from her liberal upbringing.” Lyle likes Jody but .
he doesn r‘t‘ want .just a sexual relationship. Lyle has not
had sex before and he is hesitant about beginning a sexual ki 2

relationship now because he believes that there must be

love before sex. Eventually, Jody and Lyle begin a rela- S
tionship that is both loving and ‘sexual. During the same !
time, however, Jody has an affair. with her previous boy-

fnend which' d!.srupts her - relationshxp with Lyle. With

Lyle out’ of her life. Jody muses him and wants 'hun Back,

t k'ow 15 he. will 91ve her a second chance.

ok has an Qpen enqu,*the author - has £5

tance of developmg a relat:.onshlp ‘of love and trust befote
sexually commxttmq oneself to anothe: indiyidual.

Grades 9 11_, S~

ubxa:y Jouxna1 1977, 102, 948.
Booklist,. 1977, 13, 1258, . B <y Q

o . . . ° x
xrepp, Paul.: Baby Baby. Illustrations by Heather Collins.
Don Mills, Ontario: Collier Macmillan Canada, 1982. 5

91 pp, - 0
N e ’ S ot
Contrary to her mother 's wishes, sixteen-year-old Lori *' | . ¥
continues to date Dave, an eighteén-year-olg rock.musician . i

in the high school band.’ Lori‘ and her friends talk c{:enly

about sex-and they all realize tha: sometimes girls qet preq- :

nant 1f they a:e sexually active. once ‘pave convinces Lori



" Booklist, 1983, 79, 133d.:

B éandable. Anna gets ptegnant and ’x'ony 1gaves tuwn., Wren

outh ® they make love for the first time. Two months later,
Loff £inds out she ia pregnant and she eventually tells Dave.
" Dave isn't happy about ‘Lori's BEERANST, ARAIEOEY oW 598N, 4
side of Dave she hasn't seen L;.gfe:e_. She goes to talk to
Tommy, who is a teenage ‘'single parent. Tommy helps Lori
‘realize the choicés that she has. Although ‘she doesn't like
any oE'hez options; her, baby ‘is put up for adoption bécause

r..ozi and Dave reahze that neu;her of them is ready for mar-

riaqe. Although this l_aook is ,dxdacnc, most, teenagers. will.

identify and sympathize with TLori.

G‘Z,ndea'ﬁ_ss. 4.2 8 ! fer

Lee, Mildréd: Sycamore Year. .New York: Lothrop, Lee and
»shepa:d, 1974. 190 pp. B .

. 'l‘huteen—year—old Hren has )usf. oved to syc.amore w1th

.her £anu.1y.‘ Wren becomes £ _izenda mth Anna Lewxs *who. ls so

' busy. car.tnq foz her younqer brather and d;vorced mother that

she doesn't hava much ‘oppartunity to meet boys. . Wren doesn t;

. Ferris. Wren d?slikes Tohy and bélievéé\ he ié 'siy— and unde-,

;s the onIy pezaon’sha tells.




©* . York: " Atheneun; . T976.

everyone is- helpful to Anna and considerate of . her. Anna

plans to go to a home for pregnant teenagers and she has to
decide whether or not she wants to put her baby up for” adop~
_cion._ This book ha;a credible characters and readers get to
* see the problem of Anna's pregnancy from another adoles-
cent's viewpoint.

Gradfs 7-9.

“The Horn'Book Magazine; 1975, 51, 55. : s
Library Journal, 1974, 99, 2293. v o : ¥

e )

‘Le Guird, Ursdla K. Varx Par Avlax From An'm‘ here Blse.’ blew’"
90D - > 5 v

seVenteen-yéar-olg bv‘ten is an i\nte'llectual’a’nd é loner. '
‘HavsrnoE interested‘in,épotts or cars, although he wants
someone with whom he can share his ideas. He's not’ very
’iqtezested_ in girls either, ‘until he meets Natallie. who

lives for her music. * Natalie has deep-set 'ideals and ambi-
tions apd desires to become é ccmposér ‘in the }utute. Her
.pla'n's a6 néw: include teenage ronance and she El;mly beliﬂes_“

that sex and romance are obstacles m one‘s pach tn success.

Natalle becomes owen'\s best: f.nend, even thouqh she rejects_

L.all of his a:tempts to’ mtroduce sex Lntzo their frisgdship.

With Natal;e s help, ‘Owen begins, to realize how he can reach

‘his own goals. Natalxe .helps Gwen see that frxendshi.p comgs &

before sex and that ar Lndivxdual's personal growth should '

’h/ver be conaxdered unimportant, . Thg h in this book




Peck, Richard. Don't Look And It Won't Hurt. New Yargc =
_ Holt; Rinehart and Hinston. 1972. 158 Lb &
' . a -
2 . | ;

Bookliﬂt, 1973, 69. 574.

ure axf.remely strong and the treatment of the \lssue is both

rea nscic and honest.

Grades 7-10.

The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Bo%)ss, 1977 Jo. 7.
Il 5

The Horn ‘Book Magazine, 1977 53, 57.7 (‘

- Carol Patterson has to take care of her| younger sister. < 3

iz, becHuse her divorcéd mothex: works .and, Hex older. sister,
Ellen, is’ too bu!y with heWVe life. Carjl.{mm:her(puts L
evex'yone else in the family before Cazol. Bllen

becomes pregnant, Mts ‘Patterson gwes Cazo{ 1:55 freedom " T
becausa she fears Carol may . get pregnant also. 'Ellen qoes

to a home-for unwed ma:hers and carol goes after her, h 7,
begging her to come home. - Ellen’is trying to decide whether G

she will keep the baby or put it up for adoption.  Carol's

advice is that if she's not}oinq to ‘keep the baky, she
shouldn 't even see it \becase having once seen.the child -

she may £ind it too difficult to place’the baby EF: ‘adop- » . . *

tion. " After. Ellen’s.bab by is born, Carol comes hoTne -thinking .

that Ellen will nlso come hohe once she has come »to texms T |
with what has happened. This book honestly and qerceptxvely CN

looks at a younq q:.rl‘s growing toward ‘maturity. f '

Gradas 7 10. . 3 . . A - . ¥ s e




; 2 5 s :
N Prince, Alison. The Turkek's Nest. London: Methuen Chil-— =
= dren's Books, 1979. 223 pp.

. . ‘

—_ Seventeen-year-old Kate is having an aff&ir with Laurie,

who is separated fmmvhis. wife. When he f}nds .out she is

YA pregnant, Laurie suggests that Kate have an abortion,
- = . -
despite her desir® to keep the baby. Kate believes she -

e needs to get away from London and its people, so she goes

to stay on her w:l.dowed aunt's £aTi in the country. Kate . .

finds Life on the farm very different at first, but with _ .
the help of a neighbour, Alec, she begins to dajust. " £
Laurie wntes Kate many letters, bur. ‘she” decides t-hat she

can't marr.‘y him becau% she doesn t love

sglg w“th Alec ccntmues‘ to gznw. she eomes to- enjo ’he.

When hez son is born, Kate s father atr;ves and she pluhs s

to go with !-um +o Austraha to live. Ale s however, Had S N
: P i

fallen in love with Kate and when he asks her to marzy hun,

she accepts. The charactets fn this ;)ook are sc:ong aud

realxstac but the ending is. unconv;ncxng and xathe

@

”~
. - sxmple. All af Kate's problems seen t3 hé so].ved instantly.

7 It is difficult for the reader to beli.eve\that the ending "

‘is not contrived._“ : RN : 5

Kirkus Reviews, 1980, 48, 342. . ) n
_The Horn Book Magazine, 1980, 56, 308. . / | : i

[




Riby, Lois. What Do You Do In Quicksand? New York: ) The
iki.nq Press,, 1979. 199 BTN = :

seventeen yeuz-old Matt dec:.des to raise his- baby

daughter when “the baby's mother wants to give her up for-.
) adopt;on.» Sixteen-year old Leah,who uves next doot to
Matt, has' had a eernble childhood herself and now wants t

help Matt take care of his dauqhter. Leah starts to spend

moze and more time wu:h J:he bahy so that Matt w111 nave ;
\maxg. time to do his school work and have a soc].al life. p
Although Matt doeen‘t lxke or trust l.eah he accepts her

_»help. Leah bégomes very attached to’ t:he baby and \starts to

¥ p:etend that che baby is her .own. -Eve.ntpally, Leah becomes L

.. Bo obseesed

lth cwning e baby that sha takes her to hexr: R

home and 1ocks‘ both qf~ r.hem in, her bed:com. ’l‘he baby is

rescued and Leah i

hospxtahzed for her nervous breakdown.

At che ‘end’ of the; book. Leah comes home and ,Matt deci

mova away “so that he can-start 'a new life for h;

Gnﬁes §—10 .

The Horn Book Magazine, 19!0, 55, r6



- séoppettone, “sandra, Ha ggx Bndings Axa A1l Anke. new .
.. York. Ha.rpex.‘ -and Row. 1973. 202 pp S .

‘o 'High school’ san‘iurs 'P‘quyvan'd Janet are hévtng a

1esbxan relat.\.onshxp despx the ‘dlsapprcval of . muny

; d . people. de sunh\‘ezs, ar d:.sturbed younq@r boy is angzy at

_ 2 Janet fox not bexng interested in him, and “h

to. qet even‘ After an Qutlng tu thelr .se zet

is determxned Bt "

<5 S ranly dxsconnnues the!x relar.ionship. Once igggy comes tp

terms wn:h her own feelings, 'she returns to Janet and plans 3

to felp ‘ne: ‘thréugh ‘the’ tnal, despxte her worrids about,

e what people vull thinx. This book’ candxdly and honestly

Sandr " “Brying Hard Té.'Hear-You....
974, 264 pp ;

oppettone ”
= HALPOL




¢ will be produced this “summer: Phil Christie is-a young
 assistant to .t!;e show!s diréctof and'.Cam has had a crush on

‘him since last year. Phil invites Cam to a movie, but he

censtuncly questions her abgut Jeff'.’ Phu and Jeff beqin ) i

i) ‘spending.much" tx.me togethet and one rught, after they have

-been. seen intimately thethez. they adn\it that they are : .

sexually 'nvolvea with each ofher. After this Ph11 and Jeff

i are both alxenated fmn\ apd -msulted by theu fnends.

anq of ' boys plan ond "tar and feathenhg" Jeff and\ Phil but

-for, Thanksgivxng. 'I'he en may be sl:.qhtly contrived, '

but._:ha_xssue of Honosexu th is d- Scu wzth dx.gmty and

‘,—19'?5:_ Jan ;)z, a.“‘

. Wells. Rosemary. None Of The ibove. New,ycrk‘: - The Diél_
1974% 181 pp o, v T L




® ' Kirkus Reviews, 1975,

146

conscious, and triés, to force her standards.and expectations

“‘on Marcia. Marcia becomes involved with Raymond, a high

schigol senior, eyen though Mrs..Van Dan disapproves. She y
e
gives in to his Lnxtial sexual advances\n an attempt "to £it

in with hlE crowd. In the meuntune, she graduaLly adapts

¢* zo her -new ‘family's M festyle, althouq‘n she isn't comfort- -

able with it. As her involvement with Raymond continues,

Marcia comes to realize.that, s'he is’inbre interested in

“.loving Raymond than in try:.ng to keep up the' 'Eami.l.y .lmaqe.

. M: the ‘&nd. of r_he book Marcxa has decxded to pass;up an -

0! atte d a hxgh-ranking colleqe in. order ta e
matry Raymond. In this bock Wells shows the complexines ; §l -

of family xelationshxps and sensltively addresses the

essence cE true love betwee

EWo teenagers .

‘drades 7-10. o " i

a3 a2, . o g
Booklist, 1974, 71, 94.° y

Yclen, Jane. The Gift of :Sarah Barker. .New York: The .

iking Press,; 1981 155 pp. 7 .y

’ '.1_

" Thxs story takes place in t:he md 1800's in a Shaker

colony in Ma{sjachusetts. Although the novel., ia historical,

the problema of ‘the twg main cha:actezs are; eontempouty._

;outteen-year-—old Sarah and aixteer{-yeut—old Abel become

actracted tn each othe:, deapite the shakpr doctrine “that




forbids contact between men and woma{l..'rhgy eventuauy'uéol;

resisting their admiration for eg.ch'other and fa:k]»'in lc-w'e.
reali:ing that th'Qy \‘1111 be expelled f_rom their village if
) anyone finds out. Sarah's mother beats her 'afte-t every
small disobedience, so Sarah is te‘rrltied of what she might
do when she finds out about-her love for Abel. Sarah and
Abel's love for each -other 13 eventualiy discovered. iier
muthet is upset about the disgrace that sarah has brouqht
upon the famil.y., Ironically, when he,r nwther confesses her
own past to the Shaker's leader ‘she is also axpelled. .
In!tead of leaving with Sarah and Abel, she hangs hersalf.
’. The young udupla leave New' Vale ‘and Sarah £inds her fathe:
in Northwick. In the epxlegue the tende: is cold that - l»
Sarah ‘and Abel were eventually mafried and they xaxsed Kive
, children. With-vivid details of the nid-ninEteenth century,
the ‘reader sees the strict lloral code that confronts two

"* teenagers-who are in Xove.

Grades 7-9. . f o

School Library Joutnal, 1981, 28, 154. )
‘The Bulletin-of the Center for Children's Books, 1981, 35, 80.




DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE'




Blue, Rose. Nikki 108. Illustrations by Ted Lewin. 'New
York:  Franklin Watts, 1973.. 49 PP-. 4 %

P % ’Bleven year-old Nikki 11ves on 108th Street. Every-
5 where she goes she writes "Nikki 108." Her tather had
; " A, dese!ted the family years ago and ‘her mother works to sup— ik
3 port the family. Nikki had been mainly raised by Don, her
: . nineteen-year-old brothez who drops out of schcol and
becomes a drig addict, going from man:uana t9 cocaine t:o
i heroin. ~ Hg gets-ho_oked on ‘hersln and later dies of an over-

'dose. ‘Nikki soon realizes®that, with the exception d&f Vince,

Don's friends have made'no good with their lives. Vince

tells Nikki that he has to.decide "who She ig" before she

can d6 anything with her lifé.’ \Realizing the terrible

" things that can haien to people when they take drugs or
when they dropeut_8f school, Nikki decides to work hard
‘.to be successfui in life. BShe also decide‘s that the old ]

- mkkx 105 is no longer, but, ~instead, she is who she really

is, Anita Phalen. The’ wntmq style of this book x.s adequ-

‘ate and the issue of drug abuse is t;eated realistically.

Grades '5—77 o

) ’ i ,, .

Booklist, 1973, 69, 904. : P

‘ The Bulletin/f the Center for Chxldren s Books, 1973 25[/
k|

s o kst

~

.chudr.es ' Auce.' A Hero Ain‘t Nothin' But A Sandwich. New -

or : Avon, 1973. 7 pp-. e t = ¥ ¥

toin addict who denias his dx:u dependence.’ He ,clai. 5




Look]

< oA 150
that he can quit anytime, ‘but right now he doesn't want, to
stop. Benjie lives vu.th his mother, !tepfacher, and gtand—
mother. Two teachers kepott him for druq use. He is .sent

to a rehab centre but is alloyed to retuxn hnme on constLon '
tt;at he stay away from drugs—and retuin regularly to see his "
social worker. TDespite his stepfather's attempts ta help ° ¢ ;
‘him, Benjie resumes \yis drug use. Ifatéx:, Benjie s‘teals'.‘his
stepfather's suit to”get money fot-heroin.," Un@ble to ai e

the situation any longer, the stepfather leaves Benjie and

his mother. . Eenjxe gets cauqht when he attemptw to stea]. a

+.toaster frcm h:.s stepfacher s apartment. In attempung to:

escape he slips on the edge of the roof and is saved by his i 1

stepfather. ‘This 1nc1.dent conv:.m:es the stepfather that

ki ___/B’én;ue needs him and he cannot desert him. ~»Feeling wanted.

Benjie determxn_es to go straight. - The book's open ending 15

: N .t « an honest portrayal of ﬁnjie's .l £ Although he may want E
o to give up drugs, realistically he 'may Gse not to qqit,

Grades' 7-9. ) . ’: ) " g o

... Kirkus Reviews, 1973, 41, 818. o
= . New York Times Book Reviéw, Pt. 2, 1973, Nov. 4, 52.

Coles, Robert. The Grass bige. .Boston:. Little, Brown)
: 1969. 112 pp. . E . :

Pqul‘, a ninth grader, ‘explaiﬂs how'he am‘is friends

Tom and Charlie began to smoke pot. Iniluenced by hia older

brother who is a c{g{lleqe etudent ’l‘om talls Paul and Chutlie




. i
some things about pot. He tells them that pot relaxes you,
helps' you see pegple in pr}aper perspective, and rids you c;f ¥
phony valu‘es. Deciding’ fo experiment the boys go to Tom's
room where they smoke pot and soon afterwards they begin to
feel different, seeing and hearing things: Later, the boys
are bothered al’?ouu the effects the pot may have on them:

‘ overcominy ‘their fear about seeking help, ‘they talk with
Charlie's fathier, who is a medical doctor. This book
: ~rea~l—istzcally explores the’ attx:udes of thege th:ee boys .

towatds drugs and:the’ development‘ of( thexr personal values.

ory:is.convincing, a].lth'oﬁ‘qh at cimqs it .appears to
. b ad

_lecture to-the reader about the dangers of marijéana.

Grades 7-9.

- Kirkus Reviews, 1969, 37, as1. .- 3 B
The Bulletin of the Center for Childr&h's Booksy 1970, 234,
=05 BookS.

Demas; Vida. First Person, Singular. New York: G.P.
Putnam s Sons, 1974. 255 pp. K

‘Because of financial difficulties, Pam and her parents

"'move back to a house (:hat: belongs to- their qrandpazencs.

Pam is‘fz_ightane'd about going to a new school becaus_e she
L tends to be rejecte’d by her peers bédauég of ‘her speech‘ and

‘high Bocio-economic ‘sta;uq. -She ‘meets Greg at a beach party

and he later beéémeé her boyfriend. - Although he is kind ‘and

.sensitive; he usas.diuga'to get away, from his father's con-

.stantv drinking. . He finds refugé in drugs'and he“siowly : i}

\mov_eu away from Pam. ‘Greg digupéears-bgfoté‘ summer,,and, whgn'



he returns, Pam realizes that he is using and.selling:-many

types of drugs. The police raid his apartment and ‘Pam qival

him money to leave town. Although she stnl lnves him, uha

- realizes that Gzeg is lost, both to her and to hu\nlf, for-

3 8 : eve;. Although Pam's character is weak, Demas has realisti- > LaW
cally treated the issue of ‘drugs and drug abuse in this book.

Grades 9-11. . . & . oam e -

Library Journal, 1974;°99,".225. . " A "

Kirkus Reviews, 1973, 41, 1278. . . . S

. Due; Linnea A. High And Outs.lde.‘ ‘New ¥orks Bantam Books)
- 1980. 195 pp. : S

Kl

.. Niki, sixteen years 616. is av:sta: softball pla‘ietvand

cop' student in her class. 'Niki is‘also an alcononi: who iy

ot

. suffers from frequent ,blackouts. She started dn.n)unq years T e
befote when she occasionally had cccktaila and wipe with her )
tam.ly. She is able to max.ntaxn her ,qndes, but her anolvs- .
ment with the school paper and .the baseball team weakens.

Although Niki keeps on-drinking, the réader knows sheé would.' . * '

like to stop, because when'she is drunk she types notes'to 5 %
- herself saying that she is’ lonely, néeds help, and is think- . i
N /ing about suxcide. }'likx continues to ‘have Blackau(:s, and on
two cccasions becomes violent.‘ Durinqﬁ of those violanc
episodes sha attacks her best f:iend Maxtha, uhe is supporf.- i

ive fot as long ‘as: she can bear r.ha pressures. Niki joinu- ‘.

Alcohpliqu Anonymous bt returns to har _drinking habits.




T T
It's not untxl her parents and Martha withdraw their support

thnt "Niki honestly admits to herself that she has a' seraous

dﬂnkinq problem. With Martha's encouragement, she tejolns ¢

e
AA.. 'In this.book the rqader qets a clear, first-| hand lodk

. at'Niki's struqqle tg/émquer her need for alcohol. ' Due !

shows. that the cure depends upon the alcoholic's own mgéiva- 2

P -~ .
tion, as well as on the support of sincere family and frie

Grades 911, » I

‘Booklist, 1980, 26, 1670. °
tibrary Journal, 980, 105, 1538."

-

J.B. Lippi t,, 1969 .

rly, Jeanhé te Hyde. Escage From Nowhere.' New ‘York .
187. op- - SATg

“ garla bejon is'_;a[ 1onely- teéager, dlsappointed ‘that her
nome situation is not the way she would like it 6 be! Her.
f:ather- is frequehtl& a‘.va:y'-orr business'trips’ and,h’ex" mother 3 N
drinks too much. After one encounte: wn:h her drunken

mother, Carla runs away from home and becomes involved with

Degger, who' uses d;ugs. Dexter recommenji that she use

drugs to help her cope with her family 'lems. e xsn t o

until later, however, that cazla uzes that ne:.thez.

D'xter nor the drugs c,an provme her wn:h tr;endship ﬁnd

ha piness. When Dexter‘ gaes to an, xnseitut;on, Caﬁa' has

to teaustically face har family* suuu:ian and .l.onelinesn.

/she _tealizes‘ that the change she “has to make’ }:c adjush to -



even though the message it gives the réader about 'dtuqa is =

.away from his mox:het who dnnks too much, his’ bully.\ng te%

tepon:s that before Duve ran away ‘he atole meney from him

\

of the family situation is mot convincing in this book,

clear and realistic.
Grades 9 and 10.

The Horn Book Magazine, 1969, 45, 195. = o
Kirkus Reviews, 1969, 37, 184. $

\ y

Eyerly, Jeannette. See Dave Run. New York: Pooketvpooks‘, :
19,‘18\)._ 13 pp B 5 .

Pxftean year-cld Davh Hendry Eeels that he has o get . ¢

fathe:, and school. He leaves fec. Cvlorado,,hop;ng to find
h;Ls father whou\ he hasn‘t seen u\ years. 'l’lu_s _sf_ory is
about Dave s journey as told by the twenty-io\ir people hé
meets on the road, 1nc1ud1ng a‘ tzuck dnvez, an old waitress, ° \
a bored, rich :ran&sexual, a mall -time hood, and an old ' :
widow who. qxves hin a chance ‘to do odd jobs a:ound her Eam. p i
He is mistakenly artested on murdet charges and only later, o
do the authont_xe: dXscover they have the v_rronq person.
The' sheriff is tald by the stepfather to keep Dave in jail,

that.he doesn't: wang’ hxm home. . Monover, :he steptuthez

and beat him up. With these ‘new lies aguinpt him, bave

zeal:.zeu that he will ‘be’ sent t:o Eha ohio state Traim.nq

Schoql in his hometown. Rather than ‘have chiu happen. ha

harigs himself in a jau' ce_u. Byuly never ‘does. allow Dave .




"to £ind his natural father, instead she convincingiy shéws .,

the reader the tough, miserable life Dave really has.
7 - .

Grades 7-9.

Booklist, 1978, E,_67B.
Kirkus Reviews, 1979, 47, 12.

pele 7 . Greere, Shep. The Boy Who Drank Too Much. ' New York:  The
5 rk . Viking. Press, 7 149 p E )
. Yoo - 5
i The story of £if ~yedF old. Buff rs is told by’ .

an unnamed hockey teammate, who admxres B\xff‘s athletic

abilxty and Jatet becomes hi. hest ftleﬂd Buff is a

:eluctant hockey playex:, althouqh he ;.s one of the bm.qhtest

new prospects t%r the team.. He 1s pushad by h;s Eather x:o

participate. Buff who.thh hxs father has xecgm:ly mcved

ada, is'a- h:l.qh schcol alcoholic, seen by ‘most. oﬁ__h.\,s_—_

fellow studen as a misfit amla croublemaker. Hxs home

life is poor—-hx‘s mo her is dead anmd his facher, a :etxred

. hockey player, is a dru en bully. hlthough Buff loves h),s

father, sometimes he dxsli 'es him for fm:cing him to play /

hockey wheh he . doesn't wanﬁ to pla . As the confl;ct !

-wo:sens, ‘Buff is-~ physxcally abused by his fathe:. Ir(stead

of getting awuy frcm hia father, Buff drﬁ\ks

‘The drinking and the abuse ccnnnue um::.l fmally Buff‘is

-knacked unconscious by his facher in an argulnent ovar moqey“

father, Butf a].lows

_.Reauzinq he has to’ qet awny trom

“his friends»to take im 't‘ Ruth's ho se.' Ruth s’ an ex—
His .

thrauqh .

-alcoholic who' und tntand whm: e 15 goi




"to go to Toronto.: lnstead he and: Ruth decxde to tey o

‘rehabihtatlon ptng:am. Even - thouqh the ending is weak( . &

" Grades 7-§. i $ I

& )ob as a rodeo clown and Shane is ashamed Sf - h1m.. when E

. Shah" §" q:andfache: dies, ‘he and-his, fathet .{nhenf. a small
“‘zesxdence on the- ranch and- fut the Eirﬁt t

: relat;ons betwgen h:.m and his Eather ccncinue tq be strainsd. =

156 o

father_follows him there and they fight again, but this time . o

Buff punches his father instead of being’:ne' paséive‘ recipih'

ent of his father's punches. His friends convince BufE not”

thxs book has scrong characters and the father- son: relationm ‘

ship is believable. £ i .

dent caused by his Eath’er s d:unkenness. From then on, his N .‘

father® drinks heavxly and work is scarc

Yanch in Alberta. Sharie and Ahis facher take up pema em:

he has a home: Although he is good at- spett and sd_ oo! work,




huttful things to hxs iather, thinqs which he saon reqzets~

shane leaves on his motorcycle ahd 1s nearly killed 1n an E

accident- P!ans are made’ for. §i ane to-go to a foster home,

but ‘his Eather re: urns ‘home -and" agrees to keep Shane at home
with htm. The ¢ aracters -and tneir relatxanshlps are ;

J ’ reuhs:xcally presented in, th:.s hock. The characters are

human ahd h"f real problems. Shans s pa;n and happ:.ness

are »vividly unéerstood i

ward, 1984

Books: In léan&ﬂgl
- Quill anH Quire,

1984,
1984,

hot-wirinq cars and making money throuqh pool games, wh:..).

$ '/ - -Byron enjoys chasinq girls._ Byrnn s’ irlftiendf Cathy, ha .

a thizteen-yeur-old brothez called M & M.

“him. ‘1t's m:t until M M u hoapI” :.zed becausé of the ¥




' Upket: with both Mark-and vith" hinsalf, . Byron bre&ks up yitn
ca’tr;y. Mark qoes to the state zefozmatory and refuses to
hqve Byron as a brether or fzxend. any more. Thxg book
reausncauy deals with druq addx'ction, ‘has strong ° : .

characcenzaemns _and gi.ves a’sensitive depiction 5¢ ,;he o

cumplexlt).es of humm rexatxonsths.

g Ho‘iiand, sabE.lle. A‘lan'«’a‘m‘i the Animal Kingdor.
o i dexpma~ = e\ Li‘pp{ncatt."lgfﬂ ‘_;99»pp.

an} svrespect and Qonildence.v when Dx:

steals money Er:om the chuxch ahd school. He ge;s cuught by




the school prlncxpal, and )us ss—:cret falls apart. Alan -goes

to uve with \the school pxxncipa; and 'his' wife, and his
anlmals arée d:.stri.buted ammrg-mrs—f:'iends. . Alan is ablée to

visit his un.\.mals frequexﬁy-.k D:. Harris tneu to rehabili-

_tate hxmself and at. the end there's ‘a hope that if he stays
otf alcohol he will be ‘allowed t:n be Alan s foster parent. A
+ The- book snds on an encéuragxng notd, hut a :ealxstxc one. : .

A an’ is a bel,\evable character strugqlinq w1th1n an: unusual.

Phila-’

is Exfteen yaazs “old and overweight, séems

t:o be ccnstantly.,cauqht in che middle of her parents' fxghts. i Lo

When her paren sepatate, her- mothier starts dnnkmg heavily o

and ﬂelissa starts takxng her mothei:',s diet pills. ‘She

finally tsal:.z 'that Apoppmq d:.et pills-is not goinq to

make, her’groblems go away, --She viaits her fathe: -and’ the

N two of “them, dec‘ide pull together tolget help for the -

oblem. Alchough M ussa has little —_—

This book gives no easy answers_,

rfﬁlist.ilgally portray the problems




as’sociated with both drug and alcohol abuse. K

Grades 7= 10 .

Tog of the News, 1973, 30, 8l.

-
The Horn Bodk Magazine, 1974, 50, 56. -

L4 =5 g - —
Krépp, Paul: Dogé Deal. Illustrations by Tina Holdcroft.
“ n Mills, ontaxio~ . Collier Macmillan Canada, 1979.
93 pp. =

< 2 &

N Br;an is- an’ested for dgallng in marijuana. . His fatnet

helps hx‘nf to get out ‘of jail on the condincn that he qxve

up’ ‘m.s apartment and move back' home. At 'home he disqavetav

that his _younger brother Jimny: is taking épeeé pills in the .

disquise of diet pills. Jimmy has also bécome involved with

- the Choppexs, a motorcycle gang, who,, supply him thh drugs. -

"Jinmy runs away from home following a fist £ight with Brian.

The Choppers.-beat ‘Brian up because they assune he squealed Y

on them when he was first arrested. Realiz:.ng that he has

-~
to do someth:mg in order to protect both h.unself and Jimmy.
Bnan goes to the police. Agaln, the chopperu believe. he i.s

zeportinq them, so they chaae him chrouqh the streets of

vancouvet. Brian belxeyesJ_meLat the ..Choppers' ‘C«lub-'_-

h&use,, s0 he. and 'his friend then go theré: Brian and Ken

see a shipment 'of dopa being delivered and Ken gdes to cail

.the.police. The Choppers see Brian and they plan to beat

him up with hains. Ji'mmy is. able.to, hold the Choppezs off.

2 until the police azrﬂve and arrest them, Jimny admitrs that *

he needs help in oxder t:o stop popping pills ana atian .




agrees to help him. Alt-houqh the ending seens slthCLy con-
trived~, tha plot is convincing and the subject attracts and
" holds the reader. ur F Q B

Grades 7-9. P

Booklist, 1982, 78, 1088.

— . Major, Kevin. Far From Shore. New York: Dell Publishing,
= ’ 1980.. 215 pp, by . -

At the present time, life for fif‘teen-y‘ear-old Chris,

s Slade doesn't look very i:r}q‘ht. His unemployed father
'hegvins to drink ané his. mother goes _to work to. s‘uiaporé the

% - family. - Chris has just fm.led tenth grade and he can‘t

find a summer _jolg: Bored with too much—f«zae tim . he starts

* to hang out with a crowd of_ adol ‘who are tly
d:inkindland usiﬂg drugs. *When his fa‘l_ther leaves Newfound-
* ) * land in search of’ work in Alberta, "Chxis' dri;'\kin'g worsens.
i He is accused of smashing windows at ;m; 'vsck;oblAanc‘i, is
‘threatened with arrest. Hg doesngt really know if he” is
. | gquilty or not because l’le"was toé%runk to remember what

happened. Befuended by Reverend wheaton, Chris goes I:c

e work as a counsellor at .a church camp. *“When his neqliqence

-\ fearly causes two dzowmnqs. “Chris_returns homé. . He and “his

‘.friend Stan go t ourt for:willful property dama‘qé and for

% drinking under ag . Chris has to pay for half the damages

and is Pyt ona year's probation. Chri-;", fai}\ez‘comes hbme

L DR S

and Chris ag

ses to'go back to school.- Although things are °




Grades™9-11.

‘_ nity of-Marten. Lorne is a hard-wcrkinq -eudent wha is vaty " #

- Although .hé .is shy, he orqaniz"es a student protest wiren one

. v N ° - : .
not about to turn perfect, Chris hopes that his family's

prospects will brightey. Chris is a realistic character-

with many ideals but W rous obstacles in his way.

Canadian, Young. Adult Book Award, 1980.
School Library Journal, 1981, 28, 108. -

- i . s

Ma;or,’ Kevin. Thirty-Six Exposures. New York:' Delacorte
,Press, 1984, 55 pp.
",

Ezghteen-year—old Lpzne is driftlng through the last

feu weeks of grade twelve m the small Newfoundland commu-

unce:tam abgut his. futire. -H& is an avid photaqraphet and’
tends. to view what is happenxng around him as if he were
looking th:ough a camera lens, cusing on one image at a

time. . Hany of l:.orne s adolescent friends are more inter-

ested ‘in alcohol, drugs, and sex than they are in school. /

E} his friends, Trevor, gets suspended. Trevdr i'é:ohly
mtereated in his old car, women, and al€thol. He doesn't
gore ahout school and thinks it is a waste of time. Trevor

and Lorne becen\e qood i:unds and Lorne starta to drink

whenever they ‘are toqathe All of :hen activities ’ ) " B
abruptly end nweve:, when Trevor drives his car over the

end ::j;hé wharf. -Lorne tries to rescue him:but;faus.

Atter{%he shock of Trevor's death is over, ‘Lorne . becomes
> i . . 3




‘closer to hi's parents. As the story ends, Lorne leaves

" for France; trying to decide what he really wants to do
vith his life. Designing a novel around hirty-six frag- . = .

mented observations of this time in Lorne's life is both

unique and impressive. While characters are individidl

.- -

and convincing, the explicit sex scenes and strong

language are purposeless and disappoiﬁéinq. Y

- Grades 9-11.

s = “oice oHorxtg Advocar.es, 1985, 1, 329, ¥
5, " o canadian Ma\:ezials, 1985, 13, 67. b

A
.Nsville, Emily Cheney. Garden of Brioken Glass. New York: - o
Delacorté Press, 1975. 215 pp. v 5 - <y

i X e Thirteen-yeaz—old Brian Moody lives w:.th‘ his dwor:ed, P

alcohollc mother, his younger bzother Andy,, and clder sxsger- :
- B\'Ie. Lonely and fnendless, Brian wanders the stzeats to-
" escape the fi¥hts at home. Thtee nexghbourhuod teenagers--
Fat Martha, Dwayne, and Melvx.ta——try o maké friends w;ch v« %
him. Som&imes Brian goes home with Dwayne “and Maztha,

-- amazed at the love in their fami\liﬁes Later, Brian: meets 5

- an old woman ;and\her dog, Slanty. i!riari starts to spend . % -

. much of'his fré& tilﬁ'a with Slanty. One night- Bx‘:.an'a mothér

callnpaeu in a drunken stupor and is rushed to the hosPical. %

o Things are f£ine fox a short while after this incident, but

-beEcre long," Mzs. Moody starts’ drinking aqain, Whgn 'she

hits Brinn ha goes to livewith hhe OIC woman~and slanty. oo




& " 164

e Fat Martha convinces him to go home and try to fix things
within the famly. Bnanl £inds his mother sober, but hung-
‘. . over, and agrees to work ha:dér to try and keep the family
together. Even though it seem; coincidental that Brian .
found three teenagers who were very eage’rr to help him, the
author poignantly describes 'Brian's loneliness and need for
~ friendship and a family. - e

Grades 6-9. . 2 A

Kirkus Reviews, 1975, 43, 612.
The Bulletin of the Center for Children's:Books, 1975, 28, 182.

oo Norrxs, Gunilla Erodde. Take My Waking Slow. lilluétrnlans
R by ‘John Gundelfinger. New York: ‘Atheneum; 1970.‘ !
‘«99 PR.:. CoMPE R

I 'l‘huteen year-old Rxcﬁxe 's father is a "drunk." His"

patents cell hx.m that. thmgs will be better when they move P

to New Yo:k City. Thmqs don't get better, howevér, because
his father continues ‘to dn.nk and his mogher bécomes ill.
. 2 - 'Feeling angry wi't;h his father, Richie begins to hax:qss : ) »

little children, fight with ‘older youchs, .and shepuf:.'




L # . 165
_run from his father.anymore. This book ‘realistically i
addresses the pxoblel:ns as_s’o_ciated #with alcoholism, ‘hoyever

the-.endinq appeaxs‘ contrived.

Gradeg 7-9. .

_Booklist, 1975; 71, 620. . . § B
Library Jourmal, 1970, 95, 4058.

. ) Reynolds, Pamela. Will The Real Mondﬁx Please Stand Up.
New York: Lothrop, Lee, and 'Shepard 1975. 184 pp. -

- o Mondn‘y Holliday and her sixteen-yeat old brother Johnny

are imm an affluent, statusdconscxous famly' + Johnny is

the favoured child -and he constanr_ly teases Monday. malting

v her' feel inferior. Mcnday wants to be placed in a foster ’
) home and the family is he:.ng investigéted by fa'rvu.ly cour.‘t
She makes a tape recording of their Eam;ly life for Dr.
Aarons, the'inves;igator. Johnny gets suspended from a

. Private school Ebr)smoking marijuana, so he enrolls in

"2

Monday's school. = Monday.finds a box of marijuana in his

bedroom one day®but her mother déé‘sﬁ"t believe her. To- .-

- % getkven with her, Johmy tells her boyfriend that his sister
isf’reully only fourteen. When“Monday overhears' Johnny talk-
/inq on the telephone about an upccm‘ing pot party )_1e tells

T her friend, whose 'Eather calls the police. -Johnny and the

others in tha drug 'gang are, artested. Monday s parents are

Eurious with her for causz.ng Johnny's arrgsé. Even Monday'

feels terrible, although’she knaws she did'the right thing:




7

A, Scoppettone, sandt;. T.

' a nel( boy im school.

‘run away from.her family. Although the utury offers no
quick.answers, there is hope tha.r., with br. Mrnﬂ;' help;
the family will survive. In this book the story line Ls
well developed and the characters of achnnyAnd. Honday are:

realistically depicted. 4

Grades 6-9. =

The Bulletin o£ the Center for Chil.dte‘n's Books, 1975; 29, 31
Kirkus Reviews, 1975, 43, 6127

»

he Late Great Me. New York: G.P.
Putnam, 1976. : 25§ PP- : )

Sevem:een-yeat-old Geri Pete:s never feels comfon:able

with e:thax henelf ar her- school acbievenen’es \lnt;l Dave,

ntroduces her to liquor. She is
almcst J.nstantly honked and continues to drink even thouqh
her drinking bouts always . end in physical Lllness. Geri
reahzes tht she is incapable of handling ligquor, ebut she
feels that she can't gnif.. Pinauy,-_a compassionate
:eachet, Kate, agrees tp h;alp her. Kate admits that she is
an ex;alcoholic and ;}siifé losing her job in order to s‘ﬂle .
Geri from céﬁnp].ate deét:ﬁctiqn. After several false starts,
Geri joins Alcohalica lmcmymuus, stops ernking,/ and begins
to build ‘a.new life faz heua].ﬁ-,\ without the miseries~and
Erustrationl of the put that she knows_ vlexq caused by¢

alcohol. Scoppectpne s };teament of alcoho]. abuse is

/“us )

Monday herself--the’ redl Mondiy--realizes that;,ahg_can't




adequate, but the characters are weak and the éonsequences

ptedicbable. 5 . . 4 L .

Grades 9~ 11. ol g »
* School L:.brurz Journal, 1976,.22, 58.
New York Times Book Review, Pt. 2, 1976, oct. 15, 38,
%

_Snyder, Anne. First Step. New York: Holt, Rinehart and
Wwinston, 1975. 192 pp.
3 ®
Cindy has been trymg to deny that Ker mother ‘has a —
drinking problem, even though her mother's a¥Tnking” st .

ruining her teenage lifen Het new vboirfriend, MiteH, has

“two ‘aleoholic pqxents. “.He encouraqes her to join Alateen,\\

. which is an organization‘ for child:en of alcoholxcé She
joz.ns Alateen and ‘begins-to feel, gend about hersélf xealu-
'inq thnt there are many othgrs like hex:sel.ﬁ. Eventual).y

LERY 3 she riakes the deciuon that; she will not 1et her mothet s

drinkmq ruin her life or that of her younqer b:ot’nez any

) loqgsr. She decldes to let her mor_her drmk .but to E

- out_‘gg‘ her way then she_ doe_s. A‘laf,een has taught her to

face' her mo‘i:hefv's‘valcohglim and to peruei\'/e ‘herself,'as an ¢
i -1n§ivi‘d‘uav1} .s‘epézutejfrqm:hevr‘mgthei.'_ Snyvderv gives an .
honeét, sé}aightfbrwaré .icca’unt éf Cin;iy's moi:her‘s al’cohol—‘
ism, even though the ernding seems contrived and sl:.ghtly

axagqerated .

Grades -9=11.",




_ ' School Library Journal, 1975, 22, 94. ' -

- Kirkus Reviews, 1975, 43, 1230.

.
Strasser, 'l‘odLa. Angel Dust e‘iuas. New York: Dell Publish>

i ing, 1979. 204 pp.

Seventeen-year-old Alex Lazar is an ex-tennis star
-~with good schn‘ol grades. He is the son of weal.thy and
successful parents who are always setting unrealistxc
expectations for him.- Alone, restless, and di[ssacxsfled
with his life, Alex he_comes frxengs with' Michael Martin who
is dealing with drugs. Soon Alex, too; becomes invol'v/ed. g

¢ When Michael betrays Alex to the police he 1.s atrested and « P L

\_ ‘“later released’ on bail. His: g:.rlfr:x.end Bllan stands by him i

and heilps h:.m realue that there s more to 1ife chan tennia 3

. X and drug-dealing. When’ Michael . trxes to hide_ frnmt the

polxce m Alex s garaqe, Alex calls the police becauss he

- ’ realizes that drugs have destroyed Mx.chael. Alex says he

Reas "y ‘has learned a 1es’son Erom these experiences; and with Ellen

to love, he plans to go .on with his ‘life. The’ wnting .'

terizations are.. excellent. i .

Grades 9-1177

The Horn Book Magazine, 1980, 56, 178.
Kirkus ReViews, 1979, 47, 1213.




* Thorvall, Kerstin.
York: rBz'adbury Press, 1974. 131 pp.

And Leffe Was Instead OFf A Dad.

Ky

Nine-Year-old Magnus 'lives with his single mother, Maria.

one day 'his mdfhér's boyEriend Leffe comes to visit.

Although Kagnus realizes "tHat Leffe is hot his real father,
he bégins to accep: him gs the father he never had. Leffe
confesses. to- Maqnus “that he is an alcoholic ‘but he says he

will stop dtinkinq in-order tQ avoid, hurting him ahd his

mother.
out tél].mq ’:hem where he xs. N
~been; drinking they ~do not want tq belxeve :n:.
But aqain he leayes tak:.ng Aall

‘and promi es to vsobe: up.,
their\noney ‘aj d personal th;.' gs ,' Th:l.s'“cime Leff
e i :

efoie too 1ohg, -J.effe,xe@es for -four days, with-
Alchcugh they suspect he’ has

‘Leffe returns -




his £riend, Tortoise,

s’eli a pound of marijuana to an unfer-

cover police officer. They are ari-estéd spend one nig e
in jail, and are put on probatian for fxve years. Graham s
frxend, Janie, is suppoxnve, althcugn she wishes he uou;d %

help her w).th her problems, xnstead ui\ always beinq con-

‘cerned vitB himself. For a long time he absha:..ns from ™

alcehcl, vobeys m.s probation rules, and doen well in ‘school.

One day, howaver -Grahanm decides to take a drxnk ‘to help .

hun fgrqevt. about his problems . Thxs t).me Jan - does not
suppoxrt him, for Graham' believes he can -stop anytim‘e ‘he

_vénts to; by hunself. Janie 1eaves him to cope withcut her

/- hélp.~ Although “the ending i's ‘abrupt, gi ing u:ue hope of i

e r‘sianam rahab111tat1°n, the probienm is x‘ealist:.cul

= addressed gnd treated.
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Wojciechowski. Maii. Tuned Out; NewrYork: Harper and
Row, 1968.. 125 pp. Seq o ™

<:+'w | sixteen-year-old Jim joyfully awaits his -préthef. :

kevin's xeturn f:om-ﬁégllgqe; Jim ‘has 'always' iaol

mm._ thrshmksa to diséover how much );av.ur “hai

g K!\un is now antx-establi!hment and he uses }v\a



Kevin takes some acid and. has a bad reaction. :He''is

s hoapitulized and refuses &6 sep’ any of his famly. Months

& luCer whel

¢ b
im ‘goes to'see Kevin, J m is: happy to see h:.s

brother, but he tealxzes that theu‘ relationship wxll never-

. be the same again. Through l(ev:.n and J:Lm the xeader se

to Eamxly st:andatds. The scenes‘ .mvalv:m dr s

4 " . Grades 9 -11.

o ' New York Times Book Review,’Bt: 2,. 198

The Horn Book Magazine, 1968, 44, 714.,
& G g i

+ +. Woody, Regina L. one Day At A 'I‘m\e.
! . Press. 1968. 135 pp. :

& 1 5

Thuteen -year-old ‘Bitsy's mother had 'béen home frcm a v ‘.

rehubxlitation hcspn:al for alcohol:.cs for on!.y two y:(ays

. when she started drinking ngain. Bitsy complies with her " - &

mothet's request for’ t:unquuizers to help her sleep.‘ The

g ¥l combinaciqn oE druga Qnd alcohol makes her mother 50 sick/ ‘
' -
- that she returns to hospital. Seskinq help £rom her father,

N . Bituy discovers that he is too busy with his’own life. to

~have time for her or'the other children. He refuses to '

uccepb hi.s wife's Alﬁoheliam. as he has nlways done.
Bitly'l mocher comes . home * ugain, resumes her drinking, und
B the,,!l‘ghtu Jbetween her father Anc_i ‘mother continve. Her

' father is pleased, however, when Bitsy-enrolls in a suimer




which enables her to remain scbe:.

This book effectwely

Gfudes 8= 10.

ibrar! gourna 1968. 793 3988,

The Buuetan of the Cente: for Chxldren







GUIDES FOR EVALUATING CHILDREN'S LITERTURE ~

Before Reading = 5 g -

/ ‘What kind of book is this?
' What does. the reader anticipate from the: }
Title?

Dust  jacket 111ustrauon? ¥
:Size of print? . \
Illustrations? g
Chapter headingd? : 3 4 -

** Opening page? & e

For what age range: is this book approprxate?

[ il

boes the book .tell a good story? w:.ll chud:en enjod?
Is' there action? 'Does!the story move?
Is the plot’original and fresh? ' '
Is it plausible and. ctedible?
Is there preparation for- the events?
. 'Is there a logical series of: happenings?
Is.there a basis of cause and effect in the happenings‘l

' . Is there an identifiable climax?

How do.evénts build to a climax?
Is the plot well constructed?
» s

Setting -/ - o !

whaze‘doe’a the story take pl’ace?'

. How does/the author indicate the time? . v

How does the setting affect the action, characcsrs, or
theme? ' .

Does the story tran ce d the settin and have univetaal
implicat\lons? )

.\"




B sl
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 Does'the story have a théme? 2 '
Is the theme:worth imparting to childxen? £ B

B “Does “the theme -emerge naturally from the n:pry, or is . )
g it stated too obv!.oul!.y? H

™ ‘Does the theme- overpower. the story? : o =
N - Does ix_;nvuid moralizing? - ~ .

cir‘ancteriz;cioﬁ 5% By ) o G T

‘ How ddes. the author reveal characteru? g ~-
; 2 ough narration? . : ? ¢
B @ conversation?’ . g " S R
. By thoughts of others? & ?

By thoughts of. the character? ’

_ Through action?

Are the characters convincing and credible?
- Do we see their strengths and their weaknesses? L

. Does the author avoid stereotyping? s

.Is ‘the behavior of the characters consistent with their g
-~ " ages and background?

#1s there any chatacter development ‘or 9:cwth?

Has the author shown the causes of chaxacte: behavior
or devalopment?

’ ’ Style - ) .

7 Is ‘the style of'wiitlng appropriate ; he subject?

¢ ‘Ia ‘the style ltraiqhtfonﬂrd ‘or fiquﬁ‘}e? . A

% Ia the dialpgue naturnl and suited to tha chnracters?
,_Doeu the author balance narration’ and di.aloque?

» 7 Hw did the author create'a mood? Is the overall ay
’ i . . impression one of mystery, gloom, evil, joy, uecurity? L]

N Nhat symbols has the author used to intenluy meaning?

Is the point of view: from which the story told _appro- — ; L
priate to the purpq_u Yof tha book? .




. Format . " .
5 4 ' g . .

Do-the xllustxatmns enhance or extend the, story?
Are the xlllustrations consistent with the story?
' How'is the format: of the book related to the text?
What is the quality of the paper? | i ) ¢
qu sturdy is vthe binding? . :

4 Othe Cans).derat:lons

_*How .dbes the book‘ campare with other books on the sarie ad
subject? .

’
ow 'does the book ‘compare with other books wn.tten by !
c, thé same author? L L

How have -other tevxewets evaluatea' this baok?

i Source: Hu‘ck, Charlotte:. Children's Literature In The
K %, _  Elementary School. Third Edition updated. New s
Ve + ™7 York: Holt; Rinehart and Winstos, 1979, pp: 16-17.

Y sl "Note: These tjuidelines are rep;rinted with permission of L
v ' e the authoz. Permission granted on November 12, =
2 * 1986, T ] :







178

ANNOTATIONS OF SELECTION AIDS

Booklist. -American Library Association, 50, EaSt Hurdn g
* Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611. 1905-. 155

Booklist is published by the American Library Associa-

o

tion twice monthly, except July and August, when each"i’ssue
is a cumulative index. Each issue carries reviews of adult;

. young adult, 'and children's books, as.well as of nox:\prim:

materials and refetence and subscnptwn books. Everything -

reviewed is: ;:eccnunended, and titles .of high quality M _hin N

a genre are starred.

' Books In Canada. Canadidn Review of 'Books, Ltd., Suite 432,
- 366 Adelaide Street, Toronto, Ontario M5A 1N4. 1971-.
' # m VA 2 g

s Lo : ., 1
The objective of Books In Canada is to act as a. ., .

" national review of bodks in Canada--all types of‘ books are-

1 included. There are. qsuauy a number ‘of 1enqthy, ;1gned

reviews per issue,, thh a collecuon of sho:ter ol s. 'l'hxs

.selection ald is p\.xblxshed monthly, with combined issues for,
June/July and August/September. N PN : S

. X 4 vy
The Bulletin of. the Center for Children's Books.. Graduate .

Library School: Un versity of Chicago Press, 5801 Ellis - .
Avenue, Chieago, Ill:l.nol 60637, 1948-.,

In this selection aid,: rei'isws are lengthy and a set

of code.symbols is 'used to indicate level o:j' recommendation ',




and grade l.ev‘e‘l.i For example, tHe ccde'ks‘-s indicates that

i 5 L
a specific book is for those with a

reading range of qrades six to nine. ' The Bulletin anlﬁes .
reviews, of books fxom the preschool level throuqh qtade—ten.
Books which are not: recommended are’ revxewed also. The

Hulletzn stpublished monthly except August. = i g

'_ 'Canad‘;an Childx“én s Literature. Canadian Children's Press, A .
ox 335, Guelph,. Ontario N1H 61(5. “1975-

. Thxs selection aid contains M;cles on Canadian ch).l- 5
dzen § literature, interviews w:.l:n Canadian writers and o
illustrators, specialized bib’liogtaphies, and .in-depth A

:mv“;’s of current works. Issues are usually focused on a
. theme, such as an author or a suf)ject‘ Thijs it;fprm;‘ion %
.jou‘tnal is puf:lish'od qua’rterlyﬁ. B g 3

B Canadian Materials.  The Cunadxan Lib ry Associaﬁ.en, 2
151 5parke Strset, Ottawa, Ontaxi \'R‘l?“SEB. 1971—-. . X

Canadiun ‘Materials pz‘esents reviews, both positive and

negative, of books and audiovisual materials pubhshed in

‘canada, that ure of i ,to hers. and , in

" elementury nd secondary schools. This ‘selegction aid is o




mergéncx Librarian. P.0. Box 4696, Station D. London,
. ‘Ontario N5W 5L7. 1973-. R

Emergency Librarian focuses on services for children
and young adults Ln. public and sch’ool libraries. Each
issue includes feature articles on-a central tt‘leme along
wi& regular columns discussing at length new paperbacks
for children and young' adults and altexnative books for

chxldx:en. Amerx:an and Canadian titles are covered. This

selectibn ‘aid is pyblished bimonthly.
. bl -
3 ; o " § )
The Horn Book Magazine. The ‘Horn Book, ‘Inc., 585 Boylston
~-.Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116. . 1924-.

The Horn Book reviews books;on children's and young .

_ adult_literature as well as reviews. Books Mviewed are

arranged inhbject and age gtegnries%~1§aues in chil-

dren's- literature are also cited here. All bec.k_s reviewed

e

are n with any r foted in j:he -review.
At the back of each Horn Book .is an index to bookQ reviewed
with a yearly index'( included in the December 1s.s||e. Horn

Book is published six times a year. 2

s SEEL AN T

—~,

The FJuniat Bookshelf. Marsh Hale, Thurstonland, Hudders-
field, ankshIra, England HD4 6XB. 1936-'

This is a British puhlicuticn which pxovidu oritical

reviews of books intended for the _juniur reader. ,Further




comment ‘is tisually made in the review to the gossible use

of a book and its appeal to‘any particular age. An annual
. f - .

index of authors, titles, and editors is used. Junior Book-

shelf is published bimonthly..

Kirkus Reviews. 200 Park. Avenue"scuth, New York, New York
10003. 1933~

‘Kirkus Reviews i§ published twice a month and carries

. reviews of cmldx:en s, young ‘adult, and adult tu;les. Adult

books suggested for yo\mg .adult consideration are marked and

indexed w&th the &hildren's and.young-adult books, as well®

as, the adult book: Both & and

books are reviewed. ‘:_ ‘Each iésug“contains' an index and cumula-
(o P
tive indexes are also provided throughout the' year.

l(Liatt Young Adult Baperback Book Guide. 425 Watertown
Street,”Newton, Mnssachuaebts 02159. 1957—. e

.- S

s Kll.att publxshes iewa of “books that are recommended

Eor consideration ﬁcr .use in libraries or classrooms servinq
young ndults, ages 12—19. only pa}ém editxons, i:ncl.ud-
ing originals, repnnts, and reissues are reviewed. A code
is usad to indicate the reviewer's assessment of .the young
_adult IE«!dez‘u most likely to be interested in the book.-

Kliatt is pubushed eight: times a year.: :




L 3 ¥ 182.

‘Library Joutnal. R.R. Bowker Co., Subscript;on Departmant, .
P.0. Box 13731, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101. -1876-.

. . i i

Library Journal is a multip\lrpose publication, covnérrtng«:
recent lxbzary news, publxshing articles of high quality on
topics of professional mterest. and providmg a lenqthy . .
section of brief but timely book reviews for the genera; ’
library. This publication is also supplemented: with ‘annual

bibliographies of new titlles,zgcommended for qeneral.c‘olléc‘—

tions in specific subject areas, Library Journal is issued

cwxce a month, September througl June, and once a month in A

July and August. : * o "B 4 &

. Lo “

. o
New York Times Book Review, Part 2. New York Times Book
Review Subscription Department, 229 West 43rd Street, L
New York, New York 10036. 1990~ . i 2

This selection aid is "pubnshed as a supplement td the  © .

fo: 4 Sunday New York Times which devotes a 'épecial section to

about £ifty children' 's booksf}:l‘hxs reuéw is pubhshed' I

weekly. 5 R “A ¥

Peterson, Linda Kauffman and Marilyn Leathdrs Solt. Newharx
and Caldecott Medal and Honor Books. Bostom G.K. v
Wall, 1082. o B

'

This book is an annotated bibucq:aphy of the Newbery and

Caldecof.t Medal and Honor Books since 1922 arid 1938, Fespac-

tively. These annotations provide an 1nttoduccion\o the




stbries; characters, .and illustrations of_awgrd-_winning‘
: beokn. " This book also provides a cri’ti,cal. :;ommenteky on the- .
tex:s of the. Nawbezy booka and on the xllustratxons 1n the

'caldecoet books. - '

R R. Bowker Cqmpany, -Subscrxption 5 -
11 Rowland Str’eet R.wertcn, New Jersey
# : I

08077

tment:,
1972-
@

S
This trade magazine pzovides news ahout people and the

.latest infomat:.on oft i the back publxsh.mg xndustty, partxcu-

la¥ly the tra.de and. ma. s matkec seqmem:s. ‘Certaxn issues °

are dgaiqnated "specxal" and have a few azticles and numer- . - ¥
ous: advertisements of‘ the new’bcoks related f.o a specxfxc

topi®. This magazine is of wnbedese v pubhshers,‘ book=" B
"egILezs, librarians, end any other professionals dealing

with young peoplei ‘Publisher!s Weekly is pibiished on a e
weekly basis. - v Lo _' ’: : . _. ‘. Ca P 0} o

. Coe g
_. Quarry Magazige. Box 1061, Kingston, Ontq‘rio"K7L 4Y5. 1962-.°

'’ Quarry Magazine is a journal of' éontempoxary Canad;an -
£ict10n, poetry, :eviews, graphics and photogtaphs. This . o

aalection aid is a membat of the Canadian Periodical Pub Bl

four

lishers' Association. Quarry Magazinev_xs publislg
times a year. / ' ‘ )




Quill and Quire. 59 Front Street East, Tokonéo‘, Ontario #
MSE 1B3., .1935-.. . i N L N

This publication p}ow}ig'the retailer and librarian-
thh_pverythiug they need to know: about current happenans S

in punnsmnq. there is _ugually at leasc ane majbr--book.

evlew and a numher of smaller reviews. Most books igvlewed ¢ ey

aze ca.nadxan: An announce

g full cataloqlnq.. Qulll and Ql_xir ds pubhshq
supplements. !

/

Schosl Library Journal. R.R. Bowker Col, .13
the Americas, New York, New va'gkx 1003

T School L:.brarx Journal is Lssued mon{hly Septembez

. through May. Revxews of both recommended ‘afid ndi

xecommended titles appear." This Selection aid-also “pubs

llshes news stor:.es and geheral art&cles oh. ch»ldren;a)l

i younq adult work. ' i B
sy . >
% ’ ; ¥ o .
¢ < T2 I & < e )
N -\ *. . Teacher. 677 Schoplcrest Drive, Marion, Chio 43302: 18&2-. ¢

s % w v # P
. x ¢ ¥ 'l‘ea’cher addresses itself to, grade s’chocl teachers. *

- 'I'hxs maqazine has shorQ semi,pcpular articles on teachinq

nd, educat’qnnl trends. As well, teachex?s wi).l.




L g Y b / .
and activities. - Teacher Is publxshed monthly except July: ¢ *

)
May[and June is a- combmed issue and November and December
1 is'a doubls issue. : P R

5 " ./ s . 5
- ” The Times Literary 6 upplement. Times )lewspaper, Ltd w5 R
P.0. Box 7, New Printing House Squa:e, Gray's™ n Road, .,
.. Londcn (hclx OEE,; Bugland. 1902- < ’
. e - .

> l-anqu;'qe no batrier. The coinmentary sectxon rev;ews N,lms,

telev:.sum. museum shows, plays, and othex events in ths

. ‘arts. Several xssues a year have a top).cal section such as

chlldren s books, reference boo‘zs, or books on’ crime. " The. .

b ‘. Times L:Lterarx Suffleﬁnt is publishegl weekly.

& -

- g * . * Top of the Netl:s. 50 East Huroi\ street, Chxcaga, Illinois
- 606IL. 1942— cihs s B . /

- i . i « Although this does not include reviews of children's

" .~ _ books, Top of the News afcen‘includeé,' along with its

ar\ﬁcles,\a\llst of books recomymended for children, It

- I R 3
\ T A publlshed four times a year. Y

Voicé of Youth Advodates
Alabama 354&5. _‘1.9

,P,O.'Box' 6569, Univgrsf(:y. & .

7\ pxofessmnally edited jouxnal Ecr youth sarvices



E K
devo(:es over yal! of :nosc isgpes to book revieva, hcluding
dslcripuve reyiews of-films anc{ some adult books on teen
pxoble-s. 'l'he reviews .ak both descriptive and cntical and-
covéf the'usial publishers of' juvenile books, rating mate-
rials fuz quality and for reader appeu.. mu:h conténedis

'7‘ K on.ented to the achool libzazy, but\the gxtensive book

= S . revievs and the focus on material: anq aming should .
f_ : B ‘ba uaeiul in public Mbraries dlso. ‘!‘h!. gazine i\.s pub-f\‘
vt Y r - . et > " \

5  lished bigonthly April to February. L
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Cleaver; Ver: and Bill. : Grover.
- cott, "1970.- . :

= Co:mier, Robert. The éﬁocohte
Books, 1\9\74. S

New York:

;

War. New York: ~Pantheon

5 i
Culin, Charlotte. Cages of Glass, Flowers of Time.— ‘New.

York. Bradhury Press, 1979. \: peom %

s Degens, ’1‘. The Game on- Thatchez Island. | New York. The:

+ Vi ing Press, 1977. 3 <
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Avon Books, l976 P

'Pox, Pa_ula. i

1975.
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Hinton, .S.E.
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" Freemah, B‘ilL' Shantymen. of Cache Lake. 'Téybnto; James
- oximer, 1975. ¥ *

Press, 1979.
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