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ABS ACT

Thi:  iesis examines the faunal remains recovered froi » sites in Nachvak
Fiord, Lab or and attempts to interpret them through an ination of spatial
patterning . ethnographically recorded ¢ a on historic Inuit il use. The faunal
remains used we recovered from house ¢ | midden contexts : tte precontact Inuit

site (Nachvi V. ge, [gCx-3) and an early histor Inuit site gu, IgCv-7). The
spatial distr iation of these remains is e mined ing seven different classification
schemes that seek to reveal differences in disposal a  discard pr¢ ces. These data are
integrated v h information recorded in r onal ethnographies it describe physical
interactions between historic Inuit and loc ly ava  »>le animals, and also ideological
interactions in the form of animal myths. Thro 1 the connections among faunal
remains, spatial analyses and mythology, a pote: 1l precont: Inuit classification
scheme is utlined that may better appr imate the relations] s perceived among
animals within the Inuit worldview.
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archaeolog ts w 1 collect, analyse, and terpret faunal rem: and other items of
material culture. In fact, by identifying the dif ences in worldview between the
precontact Inuit living in remote arctic env  nments and archaeol zists living in heavily
populated cities, researchers could forn ate research questions that examine the
implications of these differences for the i1 rpretation of archaeological materials. By
using some of the principles of ethnoscience and structuralism, which rely on the capacity
of the hum 1 mind to structure order from « 20s in a systematic w , the interrelatedness

of materia. 1lture and the natural world may be more easily discer d.
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