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Abstract

Fisheries management has traditionally been regulated through

governments which have vested ownership in natural resources. Despite

regulatory efforts, the common property nature of natural resources often

results in overcxploitation and destruction of otherwise renewable

resources. Fisheries worldwide have experienced declines in landed

volumes and fisheries managers have looked to alternative management

approaches to stem the tide of unsustainable use. Natural resource

exploitation has shown examples of sustainable use through long enduring

institutions, which depend on the resource user at the local level to

husband local resources. The particular problems that plague fisheries are

explored and successful and unsuccessful co-management regimes are

examined. The role of government in fisheries policy formulation is

examined in the context of Canadian fisheries management with a case

study analysis of a lobster co-management initiative on the Eastport

Peninsula.
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Chapter I

1.1 Introduction

Fisheries are natural resources that are often pursued competi tively by

resource users, which can lead to eventual cverexploitat ion. l eaving fish in

the water to catch another day does not make sense if there is no guarantee

that the fish will not be taken by another fisherman. This is the situation for

all open access natural resources that are regarded as "common property" .

Assigning private property rights appears to be a swift solution to avert the

"tragedy of the commons" but our limited experience of this property

regime or any property regime suggests it does not resolve the dilemma of

common property resources. What type of managemen t regimes and

owners hip rights lead to sustaina ble utilization of natural resources? This

paper examines institutional arrangements under which natural resource

sustainability has been achieved through management process which allows

for user involvement in decision makin g and recognition of the right to

organize at the local level. These regimes are reflected in long enduring

institutions that provide guiding principles for natural resource

management. The problems that plague fisheries management are

examined and the underutilzation of human capital in fisheries mana gement

is identified as a problem area for fisheries management. The sharing of



decision making powers in co-management regimes means that fishermen

actively participate in the management process. Their knowledge of local

resources both human and ecological provides the basis on which decisions

are made and choices are influenced. Who better to decide the type of

management arrangement than the resource user in co-operation with the

resource protector?

Can any management regime successfully achieve the goal of resource

sustalnabllity? This paper explores three co-management arrangements and

identifies the factors contributing to the success or failure of each situat ion.

A case study of a new co-management initiative in lobster management in

Newfoundland is analyzed to compare its characteristics to long enduring

resource management regimes identified by Ostrom (1990).
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