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Abstract

The truck system, the principal medium of exchange between merchants and
fishing people in the outport economy of Newfoundland in the pre-confederation era,
was undoubtedly exploitative and had a pervasive influence on the society. Some of
the literature argues further, however, that in this cashless economy, truck provided
merchants with monopolistic, even despotic, control over communities, leaving
helpless fishing people inextricably bound, through indebtedness, to the system. This
thesis contends that fishing people were not entirely subjugated by truck; in fact, they
employed strategies which helped to mitigate the exploitative nature of the system
and allowed them to exercise a degree of influence over their own destinies. Thus
fishing people, especially dealers who owned their own boats and fishing premises,
and negotiated a "deal" with merchants each spring, demonstrated an "agency" which
has often been overlooked.

This agency was revealed through analysis of individual accounts for clients
of a Bonavista firm, James Ryan, covering the years 1875-1895. Competition
amongst merchants for clients and their produce, combined with the disinclination
of fishing people to be passive or submissive victims of the system, helped to
undermine many of the stifling tendencies of truck. During the period, which saw
a particularly severe economic decline, this competition also created a complex and
hostile economic environment as well as a very stratified fishing population.

In negotiating the deal, the most successful fishers were usually able to secure
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favourable terms, conducting most of their business with the firm entirely on a cash
basis or having access, through their accounts at Ryan’s, to St. John’s merchants who
paid cash. Other consistent producers, who nevertheless fell into debt, also obtained
significant amounts of cash on their accounts. And the firm’s relentless quest for fish
prevented Ryan from imposing credit restrictions on others who produced little, even
if they were accumulating large debts. On the other hand, people who did not
perform adequately in Ryan’s estimation, suffered a degree of credit restriction or
were "cut off." Debts were virtually uncollectible, however, and rather than being
forced out of the formal economy, many found other suppliers. In fact, it was a well
established practise for many fishers to sell or "smuggle" portions their catch to other
suppliers in contravention of their deal with Ryan. Smuggling was widespread
because merchants, seeking fish intended for other suppliers, were eager participants.

Truck may have been skewed to the merchants’ advantage in most respects,
but many fishing people demonstrated sufficient agency to withstand the
shortcomings of their staple economy, harsh environment, and inequitable medium

of exchange.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

History is constantly open to reinterpretation as new sources of information
are uncovered and new ways of viewing the past are developed. In the last twenty
years there has been less emphasis, in the western world, on the role of political
elites in favour of a more "bottom up" approach. As a consequence, the "new" social
history offers different insights into our past; it tells us not only about the kings,
queens, prime ministers and generals of our past, but the sailors, fishers, factory
workers, artisans and other members of the working class and society at large. The
result has been much revision and reinterpretation. The same influences have
affected economic and business history as well, including the study of merchant
capital. Ledgers and journals are now being used to examine the accounts of
ordinary people, not just the larger accounts of the most prosperous clients. The
logic behind this approach is that typical accounts will reveal more about the
operation of a firm, its role in society and the lives of clients than big, successful and
rather w.ypical accounts taken out of context,'

Much of what hkas been written about Newfoundland’s past overlooks any role

ordinary people have played in shaping the society. Whether considering the early

lRoscmary E. Ommer, "The Truck System in Gaspé, 1872-1877,” in Ommer, ed., Merchant Credit
and Labour Strategics in Historical Perspective (Fredericton: Acadiensis Press, 1990), pp. 49-72.
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nationalists and popular historians such as D.W. Prowse? who railed against the
British domination of Newfoundland and their attempts to prohibit settlement,
thereby retarding the development of the place, or the more recent neo-marxist
interpretations addressing the exploitive effects of the hegemony of merchant capital
as advanced by Gerald Sider® and others, all have ignored or de-emphasized the
ability of people in this outport society to influence their own destinies. Human
agency rarely appears as an element in the equation; people are simply downtrodden,
exploited and helpless. According to Sider, an anthropologist, the concept of agency
offered by E.P. Thompson and other British social historians as "purposeful, socially
influential human activity formed out of people’s experience - is too direct, too
pragmatically rooted, and too conscious to merge very comfortably with any
anthropological approach that has pondered the intricate interweavings and complex
causal links that occur within the domain of culture That may be, but the
consequence of rejecting agency outright is to overlook any such purposeful, socially
influential human activity. In the case of outport Newfoundland, it neglects any

direct action undertaken by the fishing populace, either individually or collectively,

2D.W. Prowse, A History of Newfoundland from the English, Colonial and Forsign Records, 2nd.
edition (London: Eyre and Spottiswoode, 1896).

3Gerald M. Sider, Culture and Class in Anthropol and History: a Newfoundland ill
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 136). Stephen Antler also regarded the Newfoundland fishing
populace as an oppressed and passive group. Sce Antler, "The Capitalist Underdevelopment of
Ninctcenth Century Newfoundland” in Robert J. Brym and R, James Sacouman eds., Underdevelopment
and Social Movements in Atlantic Canada (Toronto: Hogtown Press, 1979).

4Sider, Culture and Class, pp. 9-10.
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in public view or privately, to mitigate the exploitive influences of merchant capital.
The society instead appears as a grey, bleak and hopeless place where people take
on colour only when they participate in the many cultural practises such as
"mummering” or a “scoff' which are depicted as functions of the hegemony of
merchant capital and hence, viewed as effectively undermining collective action.
This interpretation is a type of cultural appropriation; people appear merely &s
hapless victims. It is a distortion of their history.

History is not static; revision is an intrinsic part of the process of historical
writing as new historians tackle old documents and discover other sources to develop
their own interpretations. The problem is that some misguided interpretations can
be difficult to erase from the collective consciousness. The retarded settlement
argument, for example, was touted as common wisdom for more than a centuty, and
only began to unravel when Keith Matthews and subsequently others, undermined
this thesis. Matthews maintained that even though settlement in Newfoundland was
not encouraged by the British government, there were few laws restricting permanent

habitation and the populace effectively ignored those which were enacted.® In other

SIbid.. pp. 88-93, 168.

8Kcith Matthews, "History of the West of England Newfoundland Fishery,” D.Phil thesis, Oxford
University, 1968; scc also Matthews, "Historical Fence Building: A Critique of Ne {oundland
Historiography," The Newfoundland Quarterly, 74 (Spring, 1979), pp. 21-29. Additional nails have been
hammered into the coffin of the retarded settlement thesis by Head, Eighteenth Century Newfoundland;
W. Gordon Handcock, So longe as there comes noe women: Origins of English_Settlement in
Newfuundland (St. John’s: Breakwater Books, 1989); Shannon Ryan, "The Newfoundland Cod Fishery
in the Ninctcenth Century," M.A. thesis, Memorial University of Newfoundland, 1972; Peter E. Pope,
"The South Avalon Planters, 1630 to 1700: Residence, Labour, Demand and Exchange in Seventeenth-
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words, the populace demonstrated a type of agency, and settled where and when they
pleased. Nearly thirty years have passed since Matthews provided evidence to
support this perspective of Newfoundland’s past and yet the older view is still lovingly
adhered to in the accepted popular mythology.’

Meanwhile the focus of formal economic and social history in Newfoundland
has shifted, in recent years, from the political corridors, board rooms and executive
offices of power to the wharves, warehouses, coal sheds and fishing boats where more
is revealed about the economic and social environment of working people. Ordinary
people who hitherto appeared as quiet and oppressed historical figures have suddenly
begun to acquire agency and a voice,’ thanks, in part, to the analysis of merchants’
business records at the level of the accounts of ordinary people.

But far too little has yet been done to uncover the fine workings of outport

Century Newfoundland,” PhD, thesis, Memorial University of Newfoundland, 1992; Scan T, Cadigan,
"Economic and Social Relations of Production on the Northcast-coast of Newfoundland, with Special
Reference to Conception Bay, 1785-1855," PhD. thesis, Memorial University of Newfoundland, 1991,

"Both Sider, Culturc and Class, p.15 and Antler, "Capitalist Underdevelopment,” p. 183, have
adhered to this theory. See also Harold Horwood and John de Visser, Historic Newfoundland (Toronto:
Oxford University Press, 1986), introduction; and Michacl Harris, Rare Ambition; The Crosbics of
Newfoundland (Toronto: Penguin Books of Canada Ltd., 1992), pp. 14-16.

8Sce Labour/LeTravail: Journal of Canadian Labour Studies, Fall 1990, Vol. 26 for Scan Cadigan,
"Battle Harbour in Transition: Mecrchants, Fishcrmer. and the State in the Struggle for Relief in a
Labrador Community during the 1930s," pp. 125-150; James Overton, "Economic Crisis and the End of
Democracy: Politics in Newfoundland during the Great Depression,” pp. 85-124; Peter Mclnnis, "All
Solid along the Linc: The Reid Newfoundland Strike of 1918, pp. 61-84; Jessic Chisholm, "Organizing
on the Waterfront: The St. John’s Longshoremen’s Protective Union (LSPU), 1890-1914," pp. 37-60; and
Linda Little, "Collective Action in Qutport Newfoundland: A Case study from the 1830s,” pp. 7-36. A
critical review of these articles is offered in F.L, Jackson, "The Marxist Mystification of Newfoundland
History," Newfoundland Studics, 6, 2 (Fall, 1990), pp. 267-281.
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society. Newfoundland and Canadian historiographies do not offer a plethora of
literature using business records to examine the outports and the merchant truck
system, but there are several important contributions.” Rosemary Ommer’s, From
rt; A Structural Analysis of the Jersey-Gaspé Cod Fishery, 1787-

1886, is a comprehensive study of truck as revealed through the account books of
Jersey-Gaspé firm, Charles Robin and Company.”® Roch Samson did a similar
examination of Hyman’s, a smaller Gaspé firm, in, Fishermen and Merchants in 19th
n aspé."! Douglas McCalla insists that competition prevented credit
relationships between the country merchant and farmers in Upper Canada from
being as exploitative as some of the literature indicates.”* In the introduction to

Merchant Credit and Labour Strategies, Ommer stresses the importance of not

confusing barter, which does not necessarily involve credit, with truck.® Ommer
does not dispute G.W. Hilton’s definition of truck as, "a set of closely related

arrangements whereby some form of consumption is tied to the employment

For a comprchensive overview of Newfoundland historiography with emphasis on the role of
merchant capital in the fishery, sce Cadigan, "Economic and Social Relations of Production," pp. 1-59.

10 osemary E. Ommer, From Qutpost to Qutport: A Structural Analysis of the Jersey-Gaspé Cod
Fishery (Montrcal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1991),

HRoch Samson, Fishermen and Merchants in 19th Century Gaspé (Quebec: Supply and Services
Canada, 1984).

12Douglas McCalla, "Rural Credit and Rural Development in Upper Canada, 1790-1850," in Ommer,

Mgrchant Credit and Labour Strategics, pp. 255-272; and McCalla, Planting the Province: The Economic
History of Upper Canada, 1784-1870 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1993).

13Ommcr, Merchant Credit and Labour Strategies, p. 12.
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contract,"™ but adds that in the New World, truck was also a means for settlers,
albeit not without drawbacks, to obtain the credit necessary for establishing in a new
place.’® She maintains that fishermen on the Gaspé Peninsula were not necessarily
tied to local merchants merely through bonds of indebtedness; geographic isolation
was a major factor.!® In his study of the economic and social relations of production
on the northeast coast of Newfoundland 1785-1855, Sean Cadigan argues that truck
in Newfoundland’s Conception Bay, rather than being arbitrarily imposed and
enforced on a reluctant and helpless population, actually, "represented a paternal
accommodation between fish merchants and fishing families in an industry dominated
by cyclical depression in prices and catches."”” David MacDonald claims that truck
on the south coast of Newfoundland was a form of negotiation between the parties
instead of a system imposed on fishers by merchants."® Ommer examined individual
accounts of diverse occupational groups in two Newfoundland outport communities

during the early twentieth century,'” and Robert Sweeny demonstrates that much can

14George W. Hilton, The Truck System including_a History of the British Truck Acts, 1465-1960
(Westport, Ct., 1960), p. 1, as citcd in Ommer, Merchant Credit and Labour Strategics, p. 13.

150mmer, Merchant Credit and Labour Strategics, pp. 13-15.
160mmer, "The Truck System in Gaspe," pp. 49-50, 69-71.

17Cadig,an, "Economic and Social Relations," p. 414,

®David MacDonald, "They Cannot Pay Us Money: Newman and Company and the Supplying
System in the Newfoundland Fishcry, 1850-1884," in Merchant Credit and Labouyr Stratcgics, pp. 114-128,

19Rosemary E. Ommer, "Merchant Credit and the Informal Economy in Newfoundland, 1919-1929,"
Canadian Historical Papers Quebec: Canadian Historical Association, 1989), pp. 167-189,
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be revealed about truck in outport Newfoundland by computerizing the indexes to
merchants’ ledgers.”®

That to date, is the extent of the literature on merchant credit systems in
Canada, but there is no doubt that the truck system - the principal medium of
exchange and instrument of merchant capital designed to organize labour, minimize
risk and extract profit from the fishery - had a pervasive influence on early colonial
society in general and Newfoundland outport society in particular?® It is also
accurate to say that the system was skewed to the merchant’s advantage in most
respects. People had to seek merchant credit to outfit for the fishery in the spring
and buy imported goods to feed and clothe their families on the understanding that
all the proceeds of the voyage be returned to the firm to offset the incurred debts;
and the merchants determined the price of both the goods purchased and fish sold.

The most outstanding feature of the outport economy in the pre-confederation
era, however, is not that truck was exploitative and had negative implications for the
Newfoundland outport economy and society; but rather that fishing people were able
to survive and, in some cases, improve their lot in this inequitable system. This is
remarkable considering the many obstacles other than truck: people worked in a

single commodity staple industry where the produce was destined for and subjected

2R obert C.H. Sweeny et al.,, "Movements, Options and Costs: Indexes as Historical Evidence, a
Newfoundland Example,” Acadignsis, XXI1I, 1 (Autumn, 1992), pp. 111-121.

2Upgr 3 good overview of the truck system in Newfoundland sce James K. Hiller, "The

Newfoundland Credit System: an Interpretation” in Ommer, ed., Merchant Credit and Labour Strategics
pp. 86-101.
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to the vagaries of international markets with frequent price fluctuations; it
necessitated resources such as nets, traps, boats, stages, flakes, and suitable
waterfront property for entry into the industry; and they lived in an unforgiving
environment with limited agricultural potential and where a case of potato blight or
one of the frequent severe storms which destroyed boats and stages could be equally
devastating, resulting in winter starvation. Moreover these handicaps were
compounded in the mid 1880s by the advent of a severe economic decline which
resulted in particularly harsh credit restriction.

Life had never been easy at Bonavista or any other outport, and episodic
depressions intensified the hardships. The apparent stability of the 1860s and 1870s
gave way to a particularly severe and protracted decline in the following decade.
What had happened? According to David Alexander, the traditional economy had
reached its limit to extensive growth by the 1880s.22 There was no more room in the
fishery. Employment in the industry increased from 38,500 in 1857 to 60,400 in 1884

and the number of fishing rooms jumped from 6,000 to 10,500 over the same

2pavid Alexander, "Newfoundland’s Traditional Economy and Development to 1934 in James
Hiller and Peter Neary, cds., Newfoundland in_the Ninctcenth and Twenticth Centurics: cssays in
interpretation (Toronto: Umvcrsnty of Toronto Press, 1980), pp. 17-39. Alcxander also argucd that this
period was a "benchmark” in Newfoundland history because, "further development was pereeived as a
function of the emergence of modern resource industrics.” See also "Development and Dependence in
Newfoundland, 1880-1970" in David Alexander Atlantic Canada and Confederation; Essays in Canadian
Political Economy, compiled by Eric W. Sager, Lewis R. Fischer, and Stuart O. Picrson (Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 1983, pp. 3-31). Alexander revised his vicw in this article, contending that
Newfoundland’s rcsource basc had been adequate, but poorly managed. Political clites placed too much
emphasis on developing modern resource industrics while marine resources, which held the prospect
of greater economic rewards, were virtually ignored.
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period® Then the descent began; total production, per capita production, and
industry earnings all plummeted. Export prices for salt codfish dropped
approximately 32 percent from $3.82 per quintal 1880-84 to $2.89 in 1895-99.%
Employment fell to 35,000 by 1891 and emigration increased.”® Between 1884 and
1901 people were leaving Newfoundland at the rate of 1,500 to 2,500 per year
compared to less than 1,000 for the period 1859 to 1884.2%5 Shannon Ryan contended
that productior: and marketing problems, including the rise of international fisheries
which offered consistently better cures and came to occupy increasingly larger shares
of the traditional Newfoundland markets in this period, combined with the decline
of the seal fishery, were also at the root of the problem.?’ Whatever the causes, the
downturn led to a commercial crisis culminating in the bankruptcy of several firms
and the collapse of the Union Bank and the Commercial Bank.® Predictably,
conditions at Bonavista mirrored the colony at large; merchants like James Ryan

became uneasy and credit was therefore more difficult to obtain.

BAlexander, "Newfoundland’s Traditinnal Economy,” p 22.

Apid, p- 23. These figures arc quinquennial averages.

Bibid.

ZGM.

?’Shannon Ryan, Fish Out of Water: The Newfoundland Saltfish Trade 1814-1914 (St. John’s:

Breakwater Books, 1986), pp. 38-75 and 236-257.

BFor a detailed discussion of the "bank erash” and the period in general, sec James K. Hiller, "A
History of Newfoundland, 1874-1901," PhD. thesis, Cambridge University, 1971.
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Despite the inequity of the merchant credit relationship and other difficulties,
the evidence is buginning to accumulate that fishing people employed strategies
which enabled them to counterbalance the exploitive nature of truck and exercise a
measure of independence and control uver their destinies. Until very recently, it was
thought that they did not often march in the streets, seize premises, overthrow their
political and economic masters, or any other conventional notion of collective action
which might have dramatically altered the system. There is solid evidence, however,
to refute that view. Cadigan suggests that although truck was exploitative, it did not
make people passive victims. When merchants pursued unreasonable price
manipulation, fishing families often resorted to confrontation in the courts.?’ And
they sometimes initiated mob violence when excessive credit restriction created
hardship.*® Thus we now know that people acted not only coHectively but also
individually on the basis of their respective positions.

What we do not yet know are the fine details of this behaviour, whether it was
consistent across the community as a whole, how it actually worked itself out on a

daily basis, how successful it was, how the merchants responded, whether or not the

29Cadigan, "Economic and Social Relations,” p. 414,

1bid, p. 415. Although having studicd differcrt arcas, a century apart, Linda Little and James
Overton have also found abundant cvidence of rrdinary peoples’ inclination to resort to violence when
circumstances warranted. Sce Little, "Plebeizr Collective Action in Harbour Grace and Carboncear,
newfoundland, 1830-1840," M.A. thesis, Memoiial University of Newfoundland, 1984 and Overton,
"Riots, Raids and Relief, Police, Prisons and Parsimony: The Political Economy of Public Order in
Newfoundland in the 1930s,” in Elliott Levton, William O’Grady and Overton, Violence and Public
Anxiety: a Canadian Case (St. John’s: Institute of Social and Economic Rescarch, 1992), pp. 195-334.
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dynamics varied with good times and bad, and a host of other issues around
community economic and social life. That requires a comprehensive case study
approach.

This thesis, therefore, explores the agency of local people in one place
(Bonavista) for one period of time (1875-1895) at the level of the individual accounts
of one firm (J.T. Ryan). It seeks to identify the complexities of the economic
relationships between the various players and thus to uncover the ways in which
people dealt with the difficulties of surviving at a time of severe economic decline
when an increasing population saw previously scarce resources diminish further, rigid
credit relationships strain to the breaking point, and the adversarial economic

environment become ever more hostile.
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CHAPTER 2

POPULATION AND ECONOMY

Pondering the remarks of early commentators, one might think Bonavista
geographically unsuited for habitation by people who relied upon the sea for their
economic existence. Jutting out into the North Atlantic Ocean at the tip of the
Bonavista Peninsula, the coastline is a combination of ragged cliffs and exposed wind-
swept beaches, devoid of any natural haven from the strong currents and ravaging
north eastern winds, and a dangerous mooring ground for any type of vessel. A
seventeenth-century visitor to the place described the harbour as "an opening wilde
road ... verry ffowle Ground" and sheltered "onely by ledge of Rocks Called the

Swerges,"!

nor, legend has it, did this escape the notice of the earliest visitor, John
Cabot. Upon spotting Cape Bonavista after an arduous voyage of many weeks, he
paused only long enough to joyfully shout along with his crew, "O good sight, o good
sight," before proceeding up Bonavista Bay to land at the safer haven of Keels.?
"Bonavista has always been handicapped with the disadvantage of a poor harbour,"

lamented Methodist cleric, Charles Lench in 1919, adding that this "has been a

menace to any advancement along the lines of shipping,” so that the community was

IColonial Office Correspondence, 1/41, f, 156; cited in Head, Eightcenth Century Newfoundland,
p- 15.

2prowse, A_History of Newfoundland, pp. 9-11.
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"much behind smaller towns in regard to economic conditions."”

In the eighteenth century it fell to Trinity to be mercantile capital of the
region, perhaps due in part to the availability of a superior harbour there;
nevertheless, Bonavista quickly became and remained a popular site for settiement.
The Berry census of 1675, the earliest available for Newfoundland, indicates that
there were twelve planters employing seventy-seven servants in eighteen boats there
that year compared with a smaller operation at Trinity where five planters and
twenty-three servants in five boats were engaged in the fishery. Between 1675 and
1681 the number of West Country fishing boats at Bonavista increased from 74 to
138, all "moored with four cables instead of the usual one or two," and, by the end
of the century, there were 446 inhabitants, making it the most heavily populated
place on the island.®

Despite the poor ¢ .chorage, Bonavista had two unquestionable geographical
advantages for a fishing settlement: an abundant supply of fish and sufficient
waterfront property ideally suited for fishing rooms. The shallow waters and rocky

shoals surrounding Cape Bonavista and its environs vere a favourite habitat of the

3Charles Lench, The Story of Mcthodism in Bonavista; And the Scttlements Visited by the Early
Preachers, first published in 1919 (St. John’s: Harry Cuff Publications Limited, 1985), p. 15.

4provincial Archives of Newfoundland and Labrador, C.O. 1/35/151-152, "Berry Census," 1675,

SHcad, Eighteenth Century, p. 15.
6Maritime History Archive, Matthews Collection, Box 6, R50-B-3-11, "Inhabitants 1699."
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codfish,” making the area one of the most prolific inshore fishing grounds in
Newfoundland. Moreover the Bonavista harbour area contained a large amount of
flat terrain along the landwash providing easy access to the beaches where planters
constructed their stages, flakes and dwellings as well as hauled up boats, gear, and
the fish which were often caught in abundance just a few hundred feet away from the
“room".

In response to success or failure in the fishery, Newfoundland’s population
fluctuated wildly during the first quarter of the seventeenth century and Bonavista
was no exception. Newfoundland settlers were subjected to frequent bouts of
economic hardship, but the outbreak of Queen Anne’s War in 1701 and the
subsequent depression which lasted until the late 1720s were particularly devastating
and depleted the population.

Under this depression the planters were ruined; servants would not

come out from England to work because they feared that they would

not be paid and some thousands of fishermen escaped from the

hardship of Newfoundland by emigrating to New England.?

This collapse affected the planters who were the only large group of settlers on the
island. Servants comprised the other significant component of the population, but

they were only temporary residents. "’hey were b: yught out on fishing ships by West

"Head, Eighteenth Century, pp. 21-25.

8Kcith Matthews, Lectures on the History of Newfoundland; 1500-1830 (St. John’s: Breakwater
Books, 1989), p. 86.
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Country merchants to labour in the migratory fishery or by planters to work in the
resident fishery. In either case, they remained in Newfoundland only for a season
or two before returning to Europe.” Thus by 1730, 70 to 80 y:<rcent of the families
who had resided on the island in 1675 had disappeared.”

As Matthews noted, however, not all of the early planters were forced to
leave the island; by the 1730s there was a fourth generation of original planter
families in Newfoundland.!! Bonavisia inhabitants today with the names of Crew,
Keats [Kates], and Tilly may be able to find their direct ancestors on the 1675 and

2 The best manifestation of early and sustained settlement at

1677 censuses.!
Bonavista is the manner in which fishing rooms were held and passed down through
the generations. Thus, for example, in a property deed dated August 2, 1720, Charles
Williamis, a Bonavista planter sold to , "George Tilly Jnr. of Bonavista aforesaid all
my right - title - claim and demand whatsoever of and unto one plantation, ..

formerly owned by my grandfather William Newman."® Attached to the same

document was an affidavit signed by William Keen Jnr., Justice of the Peace, on

“Ibid,, p. 19.

101bid, p. 86.

Upid,

12§¢c Appendix A, Bonavista Planters, 1675 and 1677.

B3Bonavista Muscum, Property Deed of Charles Williams to George Tilly Jor., Auzust 2, 1720;
Affidavit of William Keen on behalf of George Tilly, October 13, 1750. William Newman was one of

the 1675 planters and George Tilly Jnr, was likely a descendent of William Tilly, also an early planter.
Scc Appendix A, Bonavista Pleaters, 1675 and 1677,
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October 3, 1750 certifying, "to all Christian people that the above is a True Copy of

an Original deed produced by George Tilly (son of the above named George Tilly
to whom the above mentioned plantation was sold)."™
The "Register of Fishing Rooms" for Bonavista Bay, 1806, also reveals that

some of the same families were, or recently had been, owners of fishing rooms at
Bonavista.”” The Thomas Newell listed as part owner of a fishing room in 1806 was
probably the descendent of his namesake ir. the 1675 and 1677 censuses.'® Other
fishing premises in the Register which appear to have links to the early planters are
Skeffington’s room, Kate’s room, Tilly’s room, and Walkam’s room.” Most of these
rooms were no longer owned or occupied in 1806 by the descendants of original
owners but, nevertheless, the names illustrate that at least some of the early planters
were not merely temporary visitors but people who made an earnest attempt to settle
there and earn a livelihood, and not without some success. Moreover that the roonis
were still known in 1806 by the names of the early planters is evidence of the

recognition of property rights in seventeenth and eighteenth century Newfoundland.

o,

141pid,

15p A.N.L., "Register of Fishing Rooms," Bonavista Bay, 1806
161hid.: sce Appendix A, "Bonavista Planters, 1675 and 1677."

7George Skeffington, "a quaker by religious profession,” was the prominent planter who
commandecred between cighty and nincty men to fortify Green Island , just off Cape Bonavista, during
a French attack in 1705. Despite having ninc cannon at their disposal, Skeffington surrendered on behalf
of Bonavista residents, signing a bond for £450 as a ransom to prevent the destruction of their property.
Sce Prowse, Newloundland, p. 241.; Lench, Bonavista, p. 11. John Walkam senior and John junior
witnessed the aforementioned 1720 deed and a John Walkam is listed among the 1681 planters. Sce
P.AN.L, C.O. 1/49/76-98, "Newfoundland Planters, 1681."
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