IKIGUS ARD THE LABRADOR FISHERY:

AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL AND HiSTORICAL

S 1UDY

CENTRE FOR NEWFOUNDLAND STUDIES

TOTAL OF 10 PAGES ONLY
MAY BE XEROXED

{Without Author’s Permission)

ROBERT MUNRO LEWIS













kg e
iy
"
A thes:s submltted to the School ol’ Graduate Stud1es in paz:_th
: fulﬁllment of the requlrements l'or the degree of
: - Master of Arts.- ™

*

e Bigb
Department of An‘bhropology
Memoﬂal Umvorsnty of Newfoundland

Sl; John 8y Newfoundland '

February 1988




..\‘ i

AL,

i . . gt

SRRt S e sy
i d o

> Ve w-' 5
A ‘* iR
y -.-\'_ -y i
. s . -
{ . & va .'. y
L R ."d’ _ ‘ I N .
'_ Permisaion haa been granted . & “ut’oﬁs!ﬂon a &té accordda -
. tto" the National Library. . of: - & la . Bibliothaques nationala-
‘- Canada to,-microfilm- ~this du—-Gan&da—» ---microfilmer '
. thesis and to lend or: uell " cette thdse et de pr&tar ou-
copies/of' the\ fiim. S0 ' :.+.. de vendre .des. exemplairea dn
% e A ’ i . _:n filmcw ‘ __.‘., ; ' o

jrhe nuthor (capyright fowner) -'L'aut:eur (titulairq du- droit
"has. resérved .other ;_ d'auteur) -se réserve les
publicat fon . r{ghta‘ and. . autres droits de publicationy
neither the. thesis nor . ni_ la thdse ni -de lorigs
. © . extensive extracts from it  extraits\ de . celle-ci ne
‘. ".'may-be’ printed or ‘otherwise ' doivent " @tre imprimés. ou"

reproduced ‘without pia/her . autrement .reproduits sans. son -
@ ‘written parmiuuion. 5 © _ autorisation éctite. v, P4 B
N ‘.\' N \' s 8 v o I F i . ’\ : R 't. ’ " . ‘-‘ . l:?
ot .: s ._ .. ‘: = ‘ = ': ot - o “.\
... ISBN ‘0-315-43351-5
£ :, A ML T

o oy Vi
:‘i\ L chitby
‘)L"‘ ‘I{" A d h \.#‘



‘q‘r‘.“xﬂ‘vg

J\.».n-

' N T T
CADSEIACE L s s s,
i . . . e . . -‘ . R ) 3 L _ .
- Acknowledgements Bieraussisoesrssnsapsnesassysgssns onsems s “' 3
X et

H ‘“‘“*Map 1 Nawfélndland and La'brador .

k]
S - AL - Ll *

Chapt'er 1 lnEOductlon ., OlioIIlLDIDICOOCOOOICCU“'..-UUI‘U‘I“’ L4l l."l“:l‘.“.l Ll l‘."'.‘l.l!".".'.I.':l:."."llf‘ . -
'. '.""“ ‘--',” .‘, "y i i . . N A ' : ‘.:_..-_:- \ - .
= — T . .
I Objectwes kﬁ,;..,,,
' ‘ ' - ‘. e .. R LoeAw

L Lo gt S . T i ‘ S . C .
o II[ Rei{lew af the llterature ‘ AN R
. to L . ' '-‘-'_ ,‘. - A oo

' . N R&Ivlonal srphan s-q L] uuu-u cuuuuquuuounon i a--h-luolllﬂﬂl'“l-in‘:""ll “""u"l"'"“‘\“""

'V. Sources c,~ :

"

] 3 =

Chapter 2 Hlstoncal Background To 1750 i

I" 'Hlstory'an'd D‘Eﬁ'ﬁitlons.‘ - ,_“.~ 13
) o . ' + '
: BT N

l

EOEE o
A

A The ProductlonUmts. .. 18 Y .'.'s’
T :.G‘{:

B The Suppllers and Exporters. ;23 Loe - ".'_',-:_
. €. Relatwns of Productl't;l.l'. h' -I'—.' o
i[ 'f‘h_;. History. of Conceptlo;l Ba.y-and Bngus to 1_75;0 .“~ :“
""‘“A*Conceptlon Bay —
I B.-‘Brlgus. ‘

N ' Flgures Iuuc'.;unooouuuuuluuu’ouu-usuun-:uaan-'uu-nu'.-aunouluu‘“u;nuu‘n;cuuuu‘u-;‘uulfuunnu.l‘o -

Chapter 3 Hlstorlcal Background l'L_&D to 1870 SRSNor OISO SR Sl

L

[ The Rlse in Populatlon. mr ,

,.\a

.'23
e
e
Ly
E.U
&
N -
o’
b B
-
l:'l‘
v]
UJ
o
E';.
5
e
r '.
-5
o
-
[ =4
=
Q-
q
E
JED-
l:'l‘
1]
—-.
’3;
—
é’
=
=)
* et
00
-
O

)
“
-

s
i b
s A



o "gh‘f&%i 5 Q&,

B The Sprnig Seal Flshery \ i

..'r.'- oy Ry
., 2 e o B

S ructure and Relatlons ol' Productlon. . .

II[ The Cl

h--

A. The Merchants J'....-.‘f S TR T TEN

Y ':_ -

o
[
ass
]

e, - i w
B The Planters. T o N
o L T e
% ™, s
nnnuu""uﬁ.

Chaptu‘# The Dechne of Bngus 1880 to 1945 iy ._.-.- 129 "

-5 K Th‘e declme 111 the seal ﬁshery., G 5 g g e ¢ 130

-\--lu Prapvinditishrvingevs uonuun (YL LTI TP TP Y P TT TR LA Y

——— e T oo B i . bl

II The Labrador ﬁshery b S T O TG R R 1O,

‘....u.u...,.- uuu-punuu- Fansprieaasey uo;-tc--ngoa-- FranvasseneEresisiisnnen

r

v 7 o
. 5 : b T

- - The Labmdor ﬂoater ﬁsher}'_ ..r E P 182 |

5o Y L —-nl»------;— O ..‘ T ..l
L TR . : - 3

a e

'B. ..'I‘he Labrador sta.tloner ﬁshery "‘ .‘ 9 135

» <

3 LI

I[l The Class Structure a.nd Rela.tlons o[ Pr(}duetnon. ol

wnaareen

[ J—
""'. A + . - a

A. The Merchants i ' : ';. ' : ' 142

B The Planters.;.,’ .

C The Fashmg Serva.nts :

4 o N Y-,
R R L e LT TN LT

at

"". 1 2




- R v
T T L Y -‘na-----uuu-nu-l-n’uu-u LT EE T PR P T Ty
[EI + . . : . o =
- L . I . - . Tyt
. . . .
.

- - - . N . . .
Tﬂble 5b' L L L T T P P TE T LA TR Y T LI T PT SR TP YY
. - o . . N - ., o, .

. . - - : BRE . T BT

"_:Tabl-e‘ . e FRICIClNEIERTONO - §

’ D \ _
8/-;-.n..n;..n-.--...|cn-.._;---u"-u;-;nuuuu.n-u-anuun\-u- T P T T T T T PP YT TR T Y P vy
. - - \ A o D -

- + ' PR H

v

- L

Table. 7 oo

Table 8 ...

©Table B i it

- TABLE 10 et g

LA

- Table 11 .
. .@'1@‘12.

= TEBIIIE 13 oliool:ool-inl‘b,o'looolo:ao:llla;ln'.ln:ol!oliuculoul;llott: ey ---uiat-.u1;\Iu|icull1|‘|o.|o|olcq,Qo.l;lll.iold:lt.il:t
I ..- . . I -I= ) 2 .- I..... . . _‘ " . ‘ . I- : '. :‘_ . . \
.Tﬂble 14 o,' o-ugluuInou"uun.’u‘u':uuuu'lrn n‘unpunc:lcnn_luuu |‘r|uunr-n|nn.uuunnn.n‘n_qannu m 'n_-u‘._-ﬁun{l‘ulu ”223

.Table]-? n.ulu-u.ouualuno_cunuunuu‘upuuuu-:uuno:a"'-uu“;uulnl;n;ul
-~ I :o- - o o . | .

T v LT . - - . N - '

. . vt -

Refereilca‘s‘ cernrurnan a\’u"-u lolloocclliaoll ;.o‘u-uu Y ;'-:-l w:-ou T i‘u:llol a-uol:u .uul.tuu'.uu e ...i."'“. PesarATARENRRIRAND

I :

i

4

#

Pt s
i

e

7y

3
i

bk

e
o




Aﬁsmct“-’

. \ . et
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) mlgratory ﬂshery at Ne‘wfoundland The soero-econormc relatlons of th {ﬁ _

Labrador ﬁshery were, __as\ rts predecessors had been, .ﬁsentxally cap _ahst rn
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workers were gover,ned by Brrtrsh maritlme law, rn\partrcular the drerrent appll-
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boat kedpers, whlle t.he t.rade m ﬁsh at_Newfoundland (1 e. export) was conducted
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merchants m England,. ﬁsbmg shlpa operatmg as mlgratory merchants and

-4 _1- resrdent merchants By the ﬁrst quarté or‘ the elghteenth century themdrtronal

- Shlp ﬁshery had vrrtually dred out ( |
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Newl’oundlend and t en-‘ pa.ttern of aet.t.lement and
Nwaoundland The penod {rom 1750 to 1870 was - :

one marked by growt.h a{1d prosJenty l‘or Newfoundland end Conceptton Buy In
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econormc recesswn in Ireland the pnme source of labourerp’smce the seventeenth S
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' § century, made 1t easler for the planters to obtam labour and made Newl’oundlaud S &
, “ ‘ a “more 3tt.ract1ve pla.ee lor‘eem:;enel:lt s;eu’len;eet- The /mcreas;ng :umber of . "—"
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ltah.st ha.s bn X accepted ns bemg the dommant setr ol relatlons ol’ preductlon up
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that the plauters ﬁshery remamed the dommant ﬁahery, at least around Concep-
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. tlon Ba.y, throughout the perlod untll at least the S‘econd World War. .
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Bngus "Was mvolved m the Labrador and sprmg seal ﬁshery h'om those ;

ﬁsherles bégmnmgs and thcse ﬁshenes were the economlc bases for the gt'owth in

"t -‘

S—

: Brlmm the mneteenth century The soelal and “economic character ol‘ Bngus
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The present work is an ethnohtstoncal study of the ﬁshery cnrned out’ I'rom

: Bngus Conceptnon Bay, Newfoundland from the {egmnmg ol‘ Eumpean set?tlo— :
_'_-:-';" B '. _ ment to the begmmng of the Second. World War. For much of its hlstory the - “
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" o [ Labrg.ddr ﬁshery as carried'-out from Brigus.“" _ T 1".'-' ' '-2 il S
l:::i.: - - . + '. k- . | .‘- . .' ... ". i .: _. ) ‘. o ,.- . pe ) .'-- ) .I\'_ :'. .
% - -2), Relate' theseé ch'éra'ctgl_'istics to certain-productive relations and-the L
5 " . . elass relatiq'ns inBrigus, -, _ cTivoeccUc . e o el
' . B P ",. 8 SR :’.—:i- A e = B
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\ 4) Compare these charactenstlcs of the dommant. fishery id Bngus Wlth .
' ] > - wa e,

charactenzatlons in the ltterature OJ the- ﬁsherles. of other commumtleq
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By - Tlus si:ud:.r is exploratory and prtman!y descnptw _Such theoretmal cou- »

- - 3 g 5 + ., ik
¥ RN,

- development of Newfoundlanc%miof Conceptzon Bay, ‘with

3

\practlcal emphasns Lo e

- on econojmc-develepment The general assumptlons underlymg thls study are.
R F l' J ‘ = Lo T

*aa Fe - . : ‘. - .

) 1] That’fh’e reihtion‘e of prbdﬁetien'and'excharige ‘(or‘ e:éploitatiorr) are

g .

fundamental (though not necessarrly excluswely so) to understandmg a.

b

& - soclety .'_‘ DMt TR RS Y L
--"‘“7‘2) That clmee are both the agents -end expreselou of these relatlons h
aE ‘- W R o, L 0 "’T : . * \* e o &3 b "

o 3] Tha.h the socml and especrall}', economlc character of Brlgus a.nd the v
" ,.‘ . _\ . . D '.' O - 9

- Lnbmdar ﬁshery m the mter-wars perlod (1919 103'8‘) can: be descrlbed
M-i_——__’-.—-_— 4 - _r‘ - -“ ' . !
and to some degree explalned hlstorlcally (rather than on‘l}' funetlon- by

- P, r . | . . -“\.‘.‘ a 4 r o ]

-

4) That the soclal and ecOnomrc charaeter of. Bngus and the Labr:;.dor-~

T N ) ."" S tea =
ﬂshery m the mter—wers period can, in tur'n help us understand Certarh B
- e : . s ;1--“_. s
questlona about. the hlstory of Newfqundland ¢ 3 e, \\\
,: . '.' ._‘ o o HE oo -f
“'III Revlew ol' the literature. A g " o e

ol - . P
* PR ’ .
v " * - - -

A -eommonly ”‘é"pted v1ew of the hlstory o( the Newfoundland ﬁshery 13

_..-n'

-that it went through l;wo changes in the relatrons of productlon or- work processes
Vo b = -

1\

dommhnt m_thé ﬁshery;, The ﬂrst ehange occurred when & mlgratory ﬁshery (the

'--\- e

= F:sﬁmg-sﬁsp ﬁshery) based on- essentlaily eapxtahst relahons ol' productlon,



‘o ‘ mvoivmg mereh nts nomme}ly mdependent. boat oWners, and ﬂshermen workers,
(\

e i . : became a re31dent endeavour (t' e planter ﬁahcry) ThlB ﬁrst chn.nge gook plnce -

gradually, over the whole o{, Ne foundland m the el_ghteenth eentury The \

F 4 L &Y . second change took plnce in the late elghteenth and enrl};l mneteenth cent.ury in
_T- ‘ \ | I. dlﬂ'erent‘ areas of the wland \’.vhen the plahter ﬁshery was replnced ns the dom~ -
W /" mant relatlon of product;on by the fam:ly or houschold f shery ".l\‘he domlnnut
: ; i economzc relarhons wnthm thelatter were fam:ha! rather than wage based (vnz.,

Antler 19811 B Ant!er 1975 Fans 1967 Iverson nnd Mntthews 1968 nnd espe— .

*-"--- Sl ': cm!ly Slder 1985) Whlle there 1s dtsangment ns to i:ow the Iamlly ﬁshery_'" y

should be classiﬁed m partlcular whetlﬂer or not lt. i esnentlnll}r caplt.ahst. {m., 'y

‘-' E. Antler 1981 3—4 and 53—93)2 there lsf agreement thnt by, at ln.test the mld s e

mne'ee&t\n‘ century the planter- ﬁshery, was replaeed m n*i ol' Neivfoundlnnd by )

i e ) _-_' . the famdy ﬁahery qnd the.t 1t is th;s ﬁshery whlch/chnracterlzed the Newl‘ound- ;

i ‘ land econom)r and soclety untll tbe qulte ;ecent past N e

-— . . p S
- Bl o 3 . - . .

..

e = Tb:s conceptlon of the rnmlly ﬁshery and 1ts dominnnt pomtlon w1th1n trndl- 4

i

twna! Newfoundland societ,y is based on some of the ethnographles of Newl‘eund-
) ./. 3
lahd ﬁshlng commumt.les done smce the Second Worid Wn.r and Newl‘oundlnnd s

: -

.

i R Lo g lncorporatlen 1nt0 Cannda. (v1z. Bntnn, 1974 Fans, 1972 Flrestone, 1967 Nemee,

] a8

T Fs ."‘ - 2 .
- R .1 For E.- Ander nelther of these changes are changes in relat:onu of produetinn but

a7 . rat.her are simply chanses in the work process within the relaeiona of production which,
' ' " from the initiation of the fishery- at Newfoundland to the present, remain strictly capltal-
ist in nature (E. Antler 1981, 3-4). The change is none-\he-less emnuaLjn her formula~ .
t:on of the evnlutlen of Newfonndland.econcmr snd miety. :
& Thls is a quemon wh:%lr will ot be.dealt wlth' it revolvcs nround the ehamcterlm-
~ tion or merchnnt capitalism and is beyond the scape ot th,m theais. . L



g PR i | - most’ closel}' reprwe\dﬂ'(fdlt.lonal socnal orgamzaclons and economies. Whllewbne

'_‘r’“ 3 '\... '- .: 3 . 1' N

= W of t esa standard ethnographles clalm to be more than a.n ethnography of the. }

T A By - . e
Rl partlcular commumtxes stpdled others, for exa.rnple.,E Antler (1981) an.d Slder

I 5 = ,(1986) have taicen them to rept}esent f pﬁttern applymg to all o!‘ Newfomndland

ro of o and a key to understandgg the evolutlon o!' Newfoundland economy and soclety ‘ 1 _
fff:l;f_' SR O ’ The cha.rac{;erlstlcs of the putatwe tgad:\t\nal ﬁshery aré outlmed by Slder : "'
"‘ o : ‘- Y ng et TN Mg Ay
B *'(1988 21-23) asfollows R A e L T -g;- = R
: - ['I‘]he ﬁshery 1n Newfoundland was... a farmly ﬁshery, from the early : o
i, _ L .:' “nineteenth century to the mld twentleth century,: in that the family - :
'“{ _©7 .. .¢ o lage was' the Soctdl unit from which the boat crews and shore crowds § g
S N F B f were' drawn, and redra.wn—-reorgamzed-—each season; the unit-both.of -

e ¢ R support and of competition between and among fisher families. .The -
e merchant——usuall}r one to a v1llage——-orgamzed and dominated the cons - -

o il % ‘nections between:the village ﬁshery and the field of larger forces-that . .

gl 3 2T - took a past in, ‘and of, the.fishery.... The truck system, the dommanl; S

‘” » - -~ " "merchant domination from. emergmg ../ [and] severely reducmg the
s h &5 Foh amount. of cash in circulation in the .outports.... was a major factor N
e " o e cre&tmg the "tradltlonalmm ol' Newfoundland outports. ' o,
g0 b A Th‘e,'centi‘al points ol'“this'-'_éhara.cterizatio’n gre: e S '
:_t_.‘.i .. . -.: £’ ..'A - h}! ", #

o TR 1) That the basac. product:on unlt was the l'a.mlly, elt.her nuclezir or

B g éxtended R e B R & e S

:..E..’.;u"" 5 PR R '. ,'\‘ ,“1 )

.:"‘:"':..f = that the least. complex technologmaily mmpiest and most. {solated commumtm 3

1980) Even by Newfoundland standards, thes studles were ali done in quxte lso-

5 ]ated commumt:ea,‘ seemmgly in llght of the common anthropologlca.l assumptlon

')

provided the. fundimental organization of the work process... The vil-

- " form of payment in the family ﬁshery, . prevented Jocal alternatlves to -

: S, 28 o 8 s £ .

2) That-—wllagw,k the la.rgest socnal\mt were essentlally molated from y

-

esch other and‘ t.he rest éf the outsnde world except through the med:a- P



sc.. |

\"

o
d 1 ' . .t

: mumty level in part:cular, that there wa.s ‘& leck of marked cl&sa or ._ B

. . © ...‘ 9 ... s O a0 o
"

Y.
status structure beyond that ol‘ mercha.nt and ﬁsherman, ns well o.s * A

mm labour' in particular that there was 8 Jack; of any s;gn.‘ﬁcant

RIE. -

!occupatlonal speclalxzatibn wlth la.bour mn‘rked by occupatlonul pluml

" 1sm, w;th acorrespondlng egalltarlan ethlc. [ (PP . X 3 s
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1
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4) That thare was 8 lack ol‘ economlq opportumtles outsnde the ﬂshery,

el ER ‘- - - - b LA
- 1.. * o [
.

--wnth an attendant Iack ol’ eoonomze cholce and ;an economlc conserva-

t:srn. b . T Sk TR LR B T _'.3_.' ;

L 1' ..‘n

5) That the relatnons ol’ productlon were domlnatLd b}r the truck (or

' oredit] system whlch mvolved merchant monopoly over ecoﬁormc tran- :

3 i
o sy " - o .

sactlons, the almost complete absonce ol' wage work and a paucxty of

.-

i cosl‘l,and;cash tra.nsﬁaetlons.-_'_ oot Ay Bl o P ¥R

= s " N

The llterature beﬂnng on ~the Labrador ﬁshery in the mter-wars

It ertod, ln

% -

‘:mt or tho

T T % +

pnmary producers based on purely techmcal I'aetors, m partlcular

-

l
sk, .l
"“n?k‘?' "5‘



g.hoae mvohred m the Labrndor ﬁahery, to the mternal orgpn.i;‘eiion- ofi'ﬁshin'_g.-. "8
'\ ul T S5 B

-' crews, o the general economlc orgamzatlon (thht is of supply, property relatmns %
: \ &

descnptlon of the Operltxons of the Labrador /éshery, the I',‘abrador SN

superﬂcm

. b - . N . F

. . b f P P P

L n I
J ' . 2 % .,

ﬂahery bals been charactenzad as sunply the Spatlal extensxon of a smgle and P &
nEe A d . oy
(‘au‘ly umform ’tradlflonal’ N'éwfoundland mshore ﬁshery, (\rlz. Black 1960 Br:tn.n

A
1974, 41-46 a.nd 1082, 36—39) A more detmled exammatlon and crlthue o£ the

b ’,' 13 L EE % 3

* . * = i e K e -k 95 - r . ar . - b - "
IR e L LI - " . o e i LD =Y .'l g r " B . - i h * . L
- - ' 5 o d S v aa ey, e 2 B RS - i » &

Iv thlon.{o A :. ST ::' '-:_’.,- " ‘.'.n,.'?..'. '. °:-° l '..‘.' .'.'., N N ..’ = ‘ ": 3 ':: I":“ ' " i ___,' '
Brlgur a.nd tﬁe Labrador ﬁshery wiere selected for study because, a.s wﬂl be

[ _,_.t-_.. L &y
e 1 ot e

a.rgued balow, Bngus w,as not one of those lsola.ted commumues and t.he dom-r Lo

+ . |_.

- HEERORY 000 - -0 v ..-..-__ g

inant relations of productlon m the Labrador ﬁshery were not\lije of the farmly "“ HEpe ot

— . . .. - N WL 3 .
i F [ . - - . " 4

ﬂshery' f .' p oy, R .'1. 3 o

s - S . e -

Br:gus 1s a. commumty on the western slde of Concept:on Bay m the eiec—
Xy - = "=

to’ral {hstrlct of Port-de-—Grave. The 1981 populahon of Brlgus was 893 PEOple,,':"_

."-.‘« ln the 1971 censug, the most recent m Wh:ch detalled data om- lndi\rldual-com-- '
g7 Iv'
munitles is read!I}' a.vmlab!e the total populatlon is 746 ‘thle ﬁahlng Was the'_‘:_ .

-

t.raditlonal basis ol‘ the economy, m the_ 1971 census there were at most ten peo— L '»', 2.

\
ple mvolved in’ l‘ull-tlme ﬁshmg (llsted under “Other przmary occupatmns ; see

Newl’oundland Plannmg and Pnontles Commlt.tee 1977) The mshore ﬂshmg. .



The marn part of Brrgus harbour rs very open end has e wrde mouth There

iy

1s 8 small mner harbour, the Harbour and whlch is entered by a8 very nerrow

g 3 o o
0 iz . L] .

passage, whreh lumts its use to veesels of smell srze. The ma;n harbour is open to ‘_ %
@l L » _ " 2 g " S

northerly end easterly wruds and cen be very rough g etorms from those direc- e
f

. ik ot
. - e . ey 3 i L, . .... '

trons. Formerly, sehooners using the harbour would Tun to more secure herbours"" TR

ol e Y
¥ oy - Py % s .l.’ -1

(espeeraily Bey Roberts and Conceptlou Harbour) when sueh storms throetenod. v

Deep water runs \‘lght. to the chﬁa whlch aurround much of \_th‘e harbour, nnd :

g 2

Bk prlme water l’rontage ha.s aIWays been lat a premrum m Brlgus.-_(_)ne of the le.nd-

e T a
o LS i * I8 _' 4 J _.‘ J,.<

marke ol’ Bngus, Y tunnel drllled through the rock to the weter front, wes burl!.

durxug the mneteenth century to merease the erea of usa.ble frontnge.‘ Whilu='

theee charac,terr.stlcs of the harbour of Bngus mea.n that l‘or many purposes tho 1

H

herbou‘r rs verx 1mper[ect 1t rneans the.t lrttle rce ;s held tq the-ehom}lp sprmg

.‘ '.\'“

_and tho.'uce wblch doee_form in- tbe he.rbour is- qurckly broken up by oeean swells

* & "

Y \ -~ W - '

and eleered out by wester!y wxncls. Th:s cherecterrstrc of the herbdu‘r was 1mpor-

1

¢ 1

' teut i‘or the sbr’ing sea.l ﬁshery whrch was to de e10p e.t the end of the elghteenth’"‘ '

___1.' i 4 o P i B

thle the soil ln the' 1mmed1ete srea ol')Brrgus is ferrly rocky and far from
4 . Rt ) ~_

prlme agncultural Iend to the mterror there is better quehty farmmg Iend, lll

|._ . L)

pertleqlar m the aree. now known a8 Makmsons (el’tere fe.rmi.'r Who worked the

a7y &
. + Ay 4% '

d lend there) end l‘ormerly as the Goulde.f Areas ol’ the dlatrlot of Harbour Mam, PN AT L

drreetly to the south ol’ Brrgus in partrculer Jound Coﬂ_rs, were elso areee ol'

g :.if. R some egrreulturel deveiopment

-F\.'“" e




%

Br:gus a.nd other cbmmunltlea ln that area (1e Oarhonear, Harbour Grace, .

(L3 .‘ . ® : L A L ‘e
il Bay Roherts, et al) were not molatfd etther frorn each other from St John a, 8"
oy ! o : .nor from Europe and malnland North Amenca. Fnshlng crews for the Labrader Y -.
, -_‘- : v ﬁshe‘ry ;vere-often mad_e up o[, m'embers rrom many diﬂ'erent Qeommunities in C_on- )
- ) - ceptlon rB\ay::.as.well merchants in, -Brlgus, and ln other -corr:mun.ltlee Isu;;phed . ‘;:

- [ = -—"'.-“ Ll - . ot
\

" § ‘pe0pie ﬂshmg on the Lahrador who came Irom many'communltlea alon@ the -

L gam :5 northern coast of Newfoundland and l'rom eommnnltles on the Labredor. Con— e
X ! .versely, crews from Brlgus recelved thelr snpphes for the Labrador ﬁsher}‘ fr'om B 1 "' '*
= ‘merchsnt ﬂrma loce.ted in many areas of the isﬁand“(though especla!ly Coneeptlon '_:-‘

g »F,

3 B Ba.y and St John s) Conneetlons w1th the rest ol' Newl‘bundlsnd and Lahrador .
T v g agies
were also mtahlmhed b)F la!mur mlgratlon (besxde tha,t cone?cted w1th the La.bra-

_—r _h"'“ doreﬁshery) on both a seasonal and more. permamasls \Fmally, gonnectbns Q

‘a2

. - C w:th areas ou tslde ol‘ Ne{v}c:nn_dland and Labrador were formed through the mter— ot .H___,.__' .
!,“v-':‘.-‘ ,'I o Eh ) - 2T A ll B v \ Jd " - - T :_.
"‘ o " national radmg snd ahlppmg camed out rrom Bngus in the nmeteenth century PO

£ 5 - 2 =

F

“

"' -8 end more mportantly, thmugh emlgration, both permanent. and temporary, to b

*the Umted Sta‘tee and later Ganada. WhICh started m the aecond hall’ of the .:; 8 'l:':

PN mneteenth century and conﬁmued throngh to the present - By *'ve,; -

LR ' . g T '| .

The dommant relatlona of productlon m the Labrador ﬁshery es camed out ~

ER R
- \ — ,‘-.. - A | s " '

/l'rom B;igua and other Conceptmn Ba.y communitles were those of the planter

] g ‘.{

[l

[

ﬁshery My dsta mdlcste that contrary to the authontlea clted ahove, thef
g.
planter ﬁahery dld not dle out m the mneteenth century, at least m the hrea stu- o
4 S A "\ ’ . iy -_ 3
dled here. On the contrar}r, it was the dormnant i’orm of productwe re!atwns m

R t3 v 0

: the Labrodor ﬁehery until the Second World War. 'I‘he planter ﬁshery of Bngus
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t Aoy e

whlch was composed of a planter ﬂho, es a

. a 3 " e 'l' v B Lot z!'.‘

ca.pntahst‘ albert often on a; smell cale; ,owned both nomlnu!ly a.nd eﬂeetwely,

: -2 "--l

the means of productlon (1e. the bg,ht ﬁshmg geer, room etc) necessary to eon-
o $ . -
duct the ﬁshery The planter~ bought the means ot' produetlon end wege goods

2 ' | B
from other caplte.hsts ‘in partlcularghom merche.nts (meny of whom were m tum

" \-.‘
Rt . e . . oy \
« g .

. ",. % 0 ’ 1

- 1nvolved often to e large extent dlr ctly in ﬁshmg] The planter bought lnbour

. s e i

e ; f.,'. -

power i'ron'l labourers, generelly refeTed to as ﬁshmg aervanta, who.,were were

.5 .-1. IE e -

g \ ; 1.""-

pard ezther m set wages or lIl a share of the ea.teh The ﬁshmg’servant lebourers 2

were dependent on the planter for he weges .neeessary to purchnse thelr sub-

! l
- 5 .
- |

.
. e e L

£ ¢ 'sistence. AL R L ‘\ '.‘ . .

The fo}lowmg exemtnatron of th Brlgus Labrador ﬁshery leads toLsevera.l

v
.
- ¥ l il

e remterpretetlons ol‘ the hlst‘orlcnl recortl m part‘lculer concernmg the 51|;n1ﬁca.nce

s . _1,

Bl TtREE
o E

g |« i . of wages and sha.res in the ﬁshery ('v:-z. Chapter 8 below) "5

- o . T T bl .-" -

Chaver 2 deals w:th the perldd l'r m the estahllshment of the comml.mlt)r of

[ > .

u e

". Brigus i m the seventeenth century untnl the heglnnmg of the dechne m"the mlgre-

S [ .1. 2 4 \
I»l‘t:s' .

tory ﬁshery end the growth 1n the_settled populetlo Whlch took plece a.fter the

.
g KT o ik

. mld-pomt ot the elghteenth century Chapter 3 deals wrth the penod frdm ebout

\.' .-'e_ .--"' 1 ‘N

1750 to about &870 the perrod of rapnd growth m the commumty Chepter 4

i

deals*wrth the perlpd from 1870 to the Second World War, the penod of Bngus 8-

L

‘x declme. n‘-,,,’ ‘\,' h

B T2
'-}'-:"1 P

E
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De.ta. l‘or tlns study denve from ). mtemews wlth people who had lwed in

4

Bngus and wnth people both from Brlgus afid surronndmg commumtles who had

/ 1

ﬁshed e.t the Labredor b efore. the Second Morld War, and,Ju)'prlmary and secon-
\n = ; Y .

b
da.ry hlstorxcal records a.vallable in archwee nnd hbrarm ur S£ John 8. The mter—

r

Yo v 4 the author, tepe rel:orded inten'lews avallable from the Memorlal Umversnty ‘of
,‘,:...‘_ g "b _a. . . .
Newfoundl%md Folklore Archwea were also used* Wlth'_bothlsources of mterwew f

I L

!

‘\ materlel the prlma.ry emphnszs, botli‘ m..th-e—Jme*of questnomng (where apph,ca.ble)

s ;,'- and m the mterprets.txon of the materml was on the dlrect experlence ‘of the
mt.erﬂ;awées The mtervlews ﬁﬂed cover only the penod a(‘ter the turn 01' the cen- . _ %

tury and most of thrmaterml eoncerns the perlod b!t.ween the two World Wars LY 5

‘, %

: . i S . -
.:\ - ' . n,‘ . A S

k\ Outmde of court records, the’re is. Ilttl'e\document.ary endence l'rom the o N
mneteenth centnry whlch deals th;h the economxc relatzona ol‘ the planters, e5pe- o N o

cmlly ‘the relationshlps whlch exxsted between planters and thelr servents There— ; _—
fore much of the detall of these relatlonshtps muet be mferred from mtervxew o N

’ '. v materlal whlch a.ctually concems these rela.tlonshlps a.s the)r exlsted ln the ﬁrst s B

e

"‘ b, I S

pnrt (_)l' the twentleth eentury However-—as there 15 np ewdence that the” _ i

o '_: K fe TR W -P" SRR P AL
econemle system ehenged red:cally between the nmeteenth and twent;eth centu- ol B
n&s, as the orel tra.dttlon (l‘rom mtervlesvs] relates that there was no such cha.nge,-u. 3 L

and as there Were no major changes in’ the legal reletlons govermng the ﬁsher)r-—- g

&




'imd e'i‘eltandin‘,g' offth'oée,rcliitiono is to b"e‘\atl‘lmbte&. LoF

Wlth the anew hrstorrcal rec rds whrcjr cover the earher penods of the

g e . z.-ﬂ_ﬂ-d‘ N
A o, ' . e

study, the ef&rlgi_;k_psrs is on economlc, de ogrephlc, and legal sources. .Thls is. both

570

because ol‘ the emphnsls in thls stud’}' and ({ue t9 bhc blas of the pnmnry so\tes.

3 :For t.he perrod before 1750 (Chapter 2) the p;rmary Iﬂstoncul deta wh:ch rclntce
o o
. % dlrect]y to Brlgus ls both very scattcred and lh‘mted Because of thls most of the

l... 1

mforrnah’ﬁn, other then eome llmlted demographxc dnta, concerns English

Newfoundland as’a whole (though 1t should be noted that et that tlrnc Engllsh

. ’ e
- 'a. it d...-

Newfoundland -was neerly synony‘mous wnh the aree ebout St Johns end Con---

_‘ptlon Bay) Despzte tl:ns thc use of br;mary ﬂ.na secondary hzstorrcal sources in
(. TR (i < - ~ z‘ N

combma.tron wrth the l'ew references whxch exlst. deahng directly wrth Bngus gwu

. B - b vk 3 #
: / a prcture of Brlgus and thc other Conceptlon l?fay in. this perlod '

‘ For the pcnod l'rorn 1750 to c. 1870 (Chapter 3) there is more prlmary lnfor-
! / . mntlon, at least l'or the perlod al’ter 1815 However, even in thxs peraod at lcnst

- q l .

untll c. 1850 references\ to Bngus are both brlef and relat.weiy scﬂtcred and S0

a2 T

- = i

for thls pcnod rel‘erencee to Conceptlon Bay as a. whole and to t.he other mcjor

v v . - . S

Conceptwn Bay commumtres are used most extensweﬁ' In combmn.tion with the -

g . i '..... LD £ o

scattered referenccs to Bngus, thls n.gam permlts a l'alrly complcte plcture to be

L)

et

drawn of thc economiq lll‘e o!' the comrnumty. A ‘P_‘;' e = s, (5.

Ther penod covered in Ghapter 4 Jc. 1870 to the Second World Wnr) ls, con- G

t--I

. ;. o

e S

a . (--'. I

tra‘.ry to earller pcnods, qulte rrch in prlmary hlstoncal‘materlal rela.tmg to

Brlgus. For thns penod the economlc life of Br:gus end the workrngs of fhe '

. A8

i .

Labrador and seal ﬂshenes are grven m some detall in the memorre& ol' RoherL

e, T
- b b ’
"\‘""\ik.r "‘?“ Wit }ﬂzn i .4" i " e '\{i"-w-.x g



. as well a va.st mcrease in the numbers of gmrernment repprts, lega.l reports (m T ol

S >
L -

partrcular the decrsrons of the Supreme Court- of Newfoundland), newspapers and ..

- = LY

= other pubhshed materlals fo: thls perlod as well as the start of the Newfoundhnd

‘._.,. i i C -

census in 1836. Iu th;s stud}' releva.nt governmenﬁ reports were exammed as were

the legal reports and census matenals (meludgng the nommal eensus materral

+ o - -

from 1021 a.nd 1936) the newspapers from the perrod wete exammed selectwely, 3

* ’Jl

-

x though no comprehenswe study of the newsp&pers of the tlme was. at.tempted ',, .

tother than th&b of the Bay Roberts G‘uardmn and the Flsherman ) Advocate for

the penod between the two WorId Wm’s) el - r"‘ e =~ o

A W - ..‘-' ®

{"\A-..— 4

Seconda.ry hlstoncal sources were depended on to the greatest"extent l'or the

perlod before 1750 (Chapter 2), especlally t.he works of Davrs (1980 and
MattheWs (1968) For thc perlod from 1750 to c. 1870 (Chaptel‘ 3) secondary hls- ~ -
torlcal sources wére a.lso uged extenswely, especlel]y Head (1972 1976) For the
penod from c. 1870 to the Second World Wa.r (Chapter 4) 1ds, dependence was -

placed on seeondary hnstorlcal works However, Inms (1954) an‘d Nens (1080) ,were

(-".l -

.‘ lmncrtnnt g‘uldes for understandlng this perrod Of eourse, as wa.s outlmed

above, much of Chapters 3 a.nd 4 is concerned wnth questlonmg the plcture drawn- '
i 1 : 3
m mueh of the exlstmg aecomdar].r sources ol‘ the tr( monal ﬂshery and economy

. L o

o 5 +
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e , HISTORICAL BACKGROUND TO 1750 . APy

tory ﬁshery e e B - "4 . s \& ‘»:

L Histor}‘n.nd D'_eﬂ-niﬂons.“ e 1 _ = - ". )

Before 1610. the Newfonndland ﬁshery waaa an entlrely mlgrator}r one, in’
which Newfoundland _wag sunply 8, ﬁshmg st}atlon, the supply and export. stagw

i_".. .a- -

- f
: e .
\ ﬁshermen l‘rom Brlstal may haye’ ﬁshed at Newfoundland as eal:jy as the

Brltlsh ﬁshmg eﬂorts were qulte llmlted"unt:l thé last decndes of the suc- .f

teenth century The Engllsh fishery was carrled out by the Western Advcﬂturers
most. or whom oaime l‘ronﬂthe West Countr}r ports of England The ﬁshmy sh:ps

1

the‘y employed were generally qu:te small Most were between 40 and 00 tons

(Cell 1969 130), s&mllar tq the rnnge of the Labrador Schooners oI the nmeteenth N

and twentleth centurles DS — . - & R L -l:‘_

e/ ' - .
« ! . : ) ol Ll . % -t , L
: 3 g v .
¥ -.. :' 3 : - " » » Lo
L~ N & . -~ N . " ee = " -

"k “The Contmenul‘ ﬁuhera,.ﬁpsun Portugal and France, heavy sall.in; their ﬂsb dtied
thelr ﬂsh in Eumpe a8 well



:- - ‘ The ﬁshery at NEwloundland was one ol’ the’ earhest areas of, capltahst

E":_;-: £ investment in England The. ﬁshmg shlps were owned and the ﬁshmg expedltlona il S

:

. \ _were l'lnnnced, by men of hmlted capltal who stroee to limit and share the nsks of _" i ,_' "-1_:.;

LT risky business_. Among the-strategies_ emp‘loyed to reduce individual ‘risk were

2 v o -t

. .the pract:be of haw{g the necessanes of the vdyage SUPplzed by one or more

= " 1 'u-

th:rd partles (on credit or 8s: partners) Under Bntrsh mar:trme lew mortgages

¥ L]
- Q + . 0

= .‘given for'th_e neeessi_ties}.l’or the yoyage'_were given,_either under bonds of bot-__'

. . , b

A [}

tomry, where the shap and 1t3 oargo.served as’ securlt.y, r*bf reepandent:a, ~where i

. s o i -

. .:' “only the corgo served ‘as secunty-. Unhke 8 normal eredxt relatlonshlp, however, L

. J ﬁ N "

N both the prlnc'])al nnd tho fhtereslqon the loan were l'orfelt lf the shlp were lost

| 00l . ) " . .

e on tho voyﬁge, as a result of: the extra rlsk lncured in thls type of credlt relatlon-

\ . sh:p, loans ol‘ bottomry and respandentra conferred a manbme Izen on both the
§ ‘,p'qipciple 'en_d' the int‘eree!;.z R W o _‘;m R~

. The payment of the creWs wages in shares rather than set” wages was also a

=) - it ‘

fcoture oI the Newfoundlsmd ¢ s.§’etory ﬁsher}' 3 Thls meant that the rrsks of al’s PGS

. ' -1 ' .
poor voyage would be shareii h)' labour as well as caprtal But even qet wageﬂ
- 1 e . "t'. d 4 N = . By
were not pald 1!' the voyage was_ 4 total Fallnre, for exa.mple, if the shxp were. 2 g
wrecked The wages of ﬁshermen and - seaman were also gwen A mantlme llen T,

= .'° g }‘_ ’_- . N .._\._';' .-.‘ i . ‘.-’ [ _' .‘ -

) ' 3 . 5

9 The’ doetrine of marshme hcn, fundamental to British mantrme law, unknowu in
common law, and very.different from ‘an. ordinary possessory llen, is the right to enforce a
claim against the res, that is the thing itsell, whith i is, aMong other things, a vessel and. . .
the cargo of a vessel (which in the case of a ﬁshmg vessel or, hoat. ineludes the ﬂshlng gear o
and the fish' caught, see Roscoe 1882 6-7) A Fivae By 2 B

.It . . s &

i ' ' \ - -
3 The sham system had heen a fenture ol‘ much of Bntrsh Medme\'sl shappmg hut was
dymg out exeept in fishing and prwateenng {Cell" 1969 16) -

ai 1
Ao
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and had pre51deoce over all other cla‘ims (Ce!l 1960 Chnpter 1§ und Roscoe

.l

1882 6-7, 67—70 85-94 98-102) These stmtegles or derlvatwes o(‘ them and tho B

mantime lav® which’ governed them wete choractenstlc o(‘ the Newfoundlnnd

= . »

L3

ﬁshery through to.the twentleth century - - W N el K - E iy

L]

°Mter being supplied for their shm‘mer fishing voyage in Britain, "the ﬁshing

shlps would leave England“ between January and Aprll hoplng to nrrwe at .

Newfoundland before May, Whlle ﬁshmg on the banks off Newfoundland was . ."

" B . e F

done durmg some penods and t.o some extent by both mlg:atory and rmdent
Brltlsh ﬁshmg mterests most ol' the ﬁsh produced at Newfoundlnnd hy n.ll of‘tho

Bntlsh fishmg 1nterests wae taken hy mshore ﬁshers who hvcd and cured thelr

’

ﬁsh e.t at Jea.st seml'permanent premlsm, ﬁshmg room, sniﬁoted on tho ehore, '

- ' - : Vo

Upon amvmg at Newl'oundlanc[ the crew ol' 8 ﬁshmg ship would prepare or repmr i

.._.
o

thEII‘ room usmg local supplles of tlmher it avmlable : iy,

\.

v

The followmg deacr:ptlon of the annual tasks in the productlon ol' snlt cod .

g.wen by James Yonge_I1963 56-58] for the year i863 c.ould apply, though with

%

. some modlﬁcatlons, to ﬁshmg operatlons rlght .up unt:l at least the Second World

PR _,‘ . q -

. War, though new__met‘,‘hod_s of catc-hiog' fish were-introduced in the,nineteenth cen-. - - i
tury.' . R L B ST

‘\ . AT Of——d

. 5 E - -
2. 1) .

[I]n the snow and cold all the men. £0. mto the woods to cut tlmher, fir 5
spruce, and birch being here plent;ful Wlth thls they bmld stages, '

4 .
WA L - . . - al
L% K

= 4 AT = B . i
X i i'. . 4 - vk " . "-.‘ . " & .
- 3 ! Wik 3 -

. A ﬁshmy raam or s:mply room is deﬁned a:i "A tra.ct of parcel of Iand on the water-
l'ront. of a cove or_harbour from: whlch a ﬂshery i conducted; the. stores, sheds, flakes, -
wharves’ and- other facilities ‘where the: catch & landed and processed and the. crew .
housed o (chtionary of Newfoundland Engimh 1982)" RN T ®

[t
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lakes, cookroom, and housés. The houses afe ‘made of a frythe of

boughs, sealed inside -with rinds, which look like planed deal, and ~

covered with the same, and turfs of earth. upon, to keep the sun from
rening them. The stages are begun on-the edge of the shore, and huilt
out into the sea, a floor ofsround timber, supported with posts, and

_shores of great timber. The boats lie at the head of them, as at a key,

and throw up their fish, which is split, salted, &c.. They throw away

the heads and sound bones.... . \

Thé complement of men to a boat are 5, that is 3 for to catch the fish, -

two to -save it. Those 3 are the boat's .master, midshipman, and fore-
shipman. The boat is 3 .of 4 tons and will carry 1000 or 1200 cod; but
these three men will row these'great boats a long way. The boat’s mas-
ter he rows at the'stern, against the other two, who row one side; he
‘belays against them, and so not only rows, but steers the boat. The

‘boats’ mastérs, ‘generally, are able men, the midshipman ‘next, and the’

foreshipman are generally striplings. They bring the fish at the stage
head, the foreshipman, goes to boil their kettle, the other two throw up

_ _the fish on the stage-head by pears, that is, a st&ff with a prong of iron

in him, which they atick in the fish and throw them.-up. Then a boy
takes'them and lays them on a table in ‘the stage, on one side of which
stands a header, who opens the belly, takes out the liver, and twines off

the ‘head and guts (which fall through the stage into the sea) with not- = -
.able dexterity and suddenness. The liver runs through a hole in the

table, into a coole or great tub, which is thrown into the train [att....
When the header has done his work, he thrusts the fish to the other side
of the table, where sits a spliter, or splitter, who with a strong knife

splits it abroad, and with a back stroke cuts off the bone, which falls
through 2 hole into the’sea... When the fish is split, he falls into a

‘drooge barrow, which, wben full, is drawn to one side of the stage,
where boys lay it one on top of.another. The salter comes with salt on
a wooden shovel and with a-little brush strews the salt on it. When a
pile is about 3 fpot high they begin with another. ‘A salter is a skilful
officer, for too much salt burns the fish and makes it break, and wet,
too little makes it redshanks, I:l:.;l: is, look red Whén dried, and so is not
merchantable.

. The fish being salted, lies 3 or 4 days, sometimes (if bad weather) 8 or

16" days, and is. then washed by the boys'in salt or fresh water and laid

in a pile skin upward on a platt-ef beach stones, which they call a-

horse. -After a day .or thereabout, it's laid abroad on Hakes, that is
boughs thinly laid upon a frame, like that of a table, and here the fish
dries. By night, or in wet weather, it’s made up in faggots (as they call
it), that is, 4 or five fishes with the skin upward, and a broad ﬁsh'_on
top. Wl}en well dried, it’s made up into prest pile, where it sweats; that

—_—
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- ‘ s, the salt sweats: out, and com\ng; makw the fish lmk whlte. Aj‘ter

e . T o .+ it's so done; it's dried one day on the ground and then put upin dry
s i ~.pile, as they call it, that is.a pile bigger than the prest pile by 3 tlmee
Ty ' # " There-it lies till shipt off, when it's dried part of & day,{theu wclghed
wa ¥ . _ ) carned on board lald and prest snug wlth great. stoncs. . - v
‘ _ S = 2 'I‘he ﬁshlng sblps elther brought thelr Snlt cod back- to the West Country\]:-orts
R & . ' .
= ‘cvhere it was elther consumed i Bntaln or reexported to the Contlnent or they

L] ) -
E -‘--..v

£ . . ] entered mto the ’I‘nangular Traderrmklng Uhe:r fish to Southern Europe and t.rud-

g S . . .ing it there for specl or products such as-wlne or, frult end then possubly, trndmg

N

-

] to other European ports on the return tr{p to Bntam. % i J; ' ." _"j‘.

SR

Comcxdent wlth the foundmg of the Cuplds colony aud the begtnnlngs of

T ' A
L 4 T ,settlement in the second decade of the seventeenth century, the nnture of the ﬁsh

L, L
S i e o »

q LA

‘tra.de begen to change qulte rapldly Thls change was marked hy nn lncreesmg '

3
£
%
-,
%
-
EW
633
o
-

economlc speclahzetlon ln the ﬁshlng t,rade and a ‘ihlft of more"n.nd more aspects

i 4 i

B F of the trade to Newfoundland Wherea.s in the s:xteenth century shlps frorn Eng—

- . - vt

e -

ﬁ Fo™ v & land hnd camed on' all aspects of the ﬁshmg trade, (tl'a.nsport to Newfoundland

catchlng and curmg, nnd the marketmg of cod- in Burope), the seVenteenth cen- o

- P

% q tury sew the growth of xntereqts concerned with on!y part of ¢ the cyc!e of cod pro- -

ductlon Tbe catching and o urlng of dned cod was now cemed out hy the mhab:- _ e

: Jants or ph.nters, bye boat. i:eepers (mlgratory ﬁshers who depended on thc ﬂshmg

LD

i '3 Shlps to get to and t‘rom Newfoundland each season), as well as the contmued r

1nvolvement of the ﬁshmg ahlps. The trade in fish at Newl'oundlnnd that is the o
A »

'purchs.se of the dned cod was conducted by Sack sh:pe (shlps from Grea.t Brltam

ol

“ . Gt whlch were Only 1nvolved m thc trade for dned cod and not i lts dlrect produc-

& v».

e tlon), ﬁahmg shsps traders from the Ammcan colonm ol‘ Brltam, and restdent

L -

‘}e‘ 4



e o lnhahlzams asdld merchant.s reendmg m Newroundlaad ’-' . S ." N “‘ '

& N .o - » 2 o .l al . o - ~ .
day j'. g o . - . . J 3 5 g ,_' . S - . -, ’ n
G, e . d - B J b - e B K ;o

M " a® o “

A A 'I‘he Produetion Unlta. '., el R m Lo 5 Ve
” 5 5 . b } . ': " . £ . N
- The ﬁshmg shaps gwned or leased by the Westem Aducnturers were at

~ Yy .- .
. . ,-:. . 'a

- T L] T

o 2 . : least nommally, prlmarrly ﬁshers rather than traders whlle at Newfoundland
(though they hnd aldrays traded extenswely m the European ports where they 3
sold thelr salt cod) The ﬁshmg teehnology employed by the ﬁshmg Shlps was ‘
ldentrcal to—that used in the prevrous century and l:mthat empioyed by the o‘ther - .. . '
pnmary producers (1e. bye boat keepers and mhahrtants) a small boat (three to .
ﬁve tons), msho\re ﬁshery wrth the ﬁahmg a}ups belng 2 means ot transport to and

l'rom Newl’olfndland and perhaps a warehouse whlle there._ The ﬁshrng shrps

» .. R ' s . : usuall}: delwered thelr ﬁsh and ﬁah they ha.d procured from the resrdent ﬁshers,

g . to European markets for salt cod although they could also sell a percentam of

"IN L I -

o ' T

L what they had to Sack shlpa or transpo-rt the drled cod ba.ok to Brrtam for sale K-

. . there.' -

By the ﬂrst quarter ol‘ the exghteenth century the tradrtronal shrp ﬁshery (re

where the shlps were rnvolved prlmarlly m ﬂshmg rather than trade at

2 [ "

NewToundland) had vrrtually dled out. The West Country Adventurers ‘Vessels

T e

o
p\.q ..‘.- 5

whlle strﬂ referred te by the Brrtrsh Adrmralty 8 “Frshmg)Shrps, had more and -

[ . .\...

more come to he used for supplyrng the. resldent ﬂahery, transportmg paqsagers to

- & . n o

and from Newfoundland and for exporttng drled. cod, to Europe (Matthews
.'Ib'-.?..‘: %y 5 "-‘. ., . . . ': ) /- ;. - ‘ 9 __",.

ke S
;f



the payment ol' therr crews in shares to .one in wages ls symptomatrc of thls

[

"'"t ‘ O change.5 Sack Shlps, __whose prlme role had always heen traders, had always'._-

Tans

. g Operated on the wage rather than share system (Oell 1969 17 132)

¥ Veo- : f y 2 o=
gt ‘ Q There were two groups who speclallsed in fishmg at Newfoundland nnd were . &

never mvolved ‘to an}' mgmﬁcant degree, in the ﬁnal marketmg of drled cod
- L "Ry el

o These were the bye boat keepers and the mhabvtants or planfera The bye bont_"'

...,' ; . . - L o ?
keepers, h.ge the Adventurers were snpphed at least m the seventeenth century,

" in. England But they took passage on a shtp to Newfoundland uaualiy one of

: the ﬁshmg shrps of the Western Adventurers o

¥ _ ,". :-‘ The bye hoat keepers, agaln hke the Adventurers, could leave g{)me or. all 0;
% : thelr equlpment for ﬁshmg in Newfoundland or hrmg lt across from Enslﬁnd (sea T

Dav1es 1980 257) At Newfoundland they operated rnuch as dld the planters,

thelr servants could he from the resldent populatlon or, as was more commonl}'

% S~

the case, from Brltam, whlle they dehvered thelr ﬁsh at Newfoundland to elther e

Sack shrps or ﬁshlng ahrps. The bye boat keepers ‘afe often charactemed

(Matthews 1968 182—71) as more 1ndependent of - the merchant and hence, gen- a
erally better oﬂ' than the planters The b}'e boat kee]}ers had durlng t.hlS penod L

. a number of, advantages 1n comparlson to the planters, ﬁrst, they had dlrect'
access to the sonrce of provnstons and supp!y in England second they had dlrect: .
2y . b

1
-

A & E .
- . -t
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: acceSs to the labourers t&y need’ed to conduct the ﬁshery and hence, m all pro-

T

bablhty, they had more ﬂexlbllty mjurmgﬁ(re they could employ shares or wages S .
as labour and the economlc condltmns drctated), thlrd they had grea.ter securlty-

m tlmes of e.conormc dlstress in the ﬁshery, wtth alternate employment oll'ered in

}

England, or even relleﬁ under the Poor Laws. However im} penods when the inba— ]

bltent ﬁshery was the more prosperous, the bye boat keepers tended to become

e L0 - 2

SR

plnnters Tlns was @pecrally so durmg; perlods of warl'are T e '; .

e K Y

‘. " - !z‘ 0] e 5 N \\.,‘.‘
The lmtnal growtb ol‘ the bye boat ﬁshery took place dunng the penod ol' the

Englrsh le War and the wars vnth the Dutch e 1640 to 1&70 (see Inms '

1954 07 9) and they' xlemarned ap lmportant part of the Newfoundland ﬁshery

_,1(.

untll the thlrd quarter of the elghteenth celyury The bye‘-boa.t ﬁshery was con-'

tcentrated m the area of St John s and along the Southern Shore, and was less
; Tk Ak . %

L3 - o Cry

common in‘ the more settled areas such as Conceptron Bay

"I‘he plantera were lllce bye boat keepers, but they generally resrded rn

/ Newfoundland ‘on a more permauent basls (11' they lel‘t Newfoundland 1t was

-

=" ,i’ . ] l-

probably as ol'ten as; emlgrants to North Amenca as to return to Englend), and

\H

N 1

thoy recelved thelr supphes‘at Newfoundland rather than in Bntaln (where, m

the slxteenth and seventeenth centurres the vr?ﬁra]onty of thelr supphes came
] \

l'rom) Tlle term plontera is not synonymous %th mpabltant Rather, 1t rel'ers to £ i

only one class in the mhahrtant populatlon, a.lthough mareports l'rom the penod

X Aa has been pomted out by. Matthews (1073 No. 0: 3—4) and a8 wlll be seen below

tﬁe bye boat ﬁnhery had many patal!els with the mlgratory Labrador ﬁshery atatloner "{ : 2
ﬂshery whicb atose ln the nineteenth century B e ¢ G R s ¢ ks |

0




planters and bye boat keepers spent certam

mt, “s m Newl'ou dland and certam‘ f_"f- e g

. 8 ';j" wmters in Bntam though the plant.ers lpro ably spent /—'rpore wmters in--':“

FLTI .
ot _# "’l - Sl s .\_

' Newfound]and than dxd the Fye boat keepers Both emplﬁyed s?rvaPts l'rom Bn---

*tam or l'rom Newfounﬂland, and both €0 ld Iown thelr ﬁshmg premwes. a.t,
r-' ; ’ J s

Newl‘ound!and" Emphasnzmg the place of 8 pply helps ‘td e_xp!eln why, in t.he

<y . s !'e-

enumeratxons of the popu!a.tion l‘rom the end of I Lhe sev‘enteenth centgry to the '

oS ve - \J e

beg‘mnmg o[ the nlneteenth century, the Naval Oommanders and G:wer rs Iéept r
. ‘ ¢ ‘ 1 .
sepamte lzsts of the summer populatlon ol' mhabltants" and oI the‘ f‘w: ter s el

¥ ).
’ : F

pOpula.tton ‘of mha.blt.ants" (Davles 1980“284 su'gge.sls the same,; and also state\ A '_ _f

p 258 that bye boat keepers were supphed in England) LQ ‘ -.,' 3 X _3: f Ea A
" '7'}- : The typxcal ﬁshmg qperatxon of. a planter was, on the whale, fa:rly small pre- 3 o,
L 1. ‘h“‘. - ., :... -",;:.. O

4 e . a P (" P
N L . . wo . " . T L, B N A
LA I . - E° ¢ v i 1 .
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. ALE o The queutmn of pma&e ‘property in N wfoundland m’ a long and complex one (aee E. _
v Antler 1981;:Davies "1080; Matthews 1068; and. Sider:1986). While the British ‘Govem- T A

‘., ment may not have recognized title to land in Newfoundland, unhl the nmeteenth centu- \ i
Iy, n‘. was recogmzed, locally by both. fishermen and mercbants from a mucb earlier datp

(53,
e s M‘hst"ul




".' v:oua to 1750 It was usualiy a.n operathn no larger than could be dll'ectl},r super— ‘ ._

Mo

. " vlsed by the planter, genere,llv_,bem’/ the ﬁshmg eﬂ'ort whlch could be handled by

- B smgle ﬁsh cunng opera.t}on. Thls is. 1llustra.ted in the. detalled censr [rom the

e =t - -
- . Pl - .

’ seventeenth eentury, m whlch there“ls an. almost exact one—to-one correspondence

e = » F ' T & = . -
Bl L}

A between the number o[ plenters a.nd the number\ of stages (tbe plaee where the
- - ___’h I | <

Y saltmg down ol‘ ﬁeh took pla.ce see Flg‘uree 23 2.4, 2 8,. 2 7 and 2 8 below) In

r

5%
4

f

. ' .:':"’ tbe ca.se ol' hend hmng, the dommant pre—mneteenth centnry ﬁshmg techuology,

i Hes

thls would be one or two hoets employmg ﬁva or suc servants (see Flgures 2.1 a.nd

a1 :
a

Iu' the seventeenth and ea.rly part ol‘ the erghteenth centurles the pla.nters

= . ')

were then m a very preearlous posxtlon a.nd tbelr condltlon was frequently com-

pared unl’aVourably, wlth thn.t of the bye boat keepers (Matthews 1968 177-78)

o = +

As y: result of,,l) the expeuse and msecurlt}r of supphes a.nd labourers comlng
; T - :

-

unnuully from. Bntam, 2). a- 'lack of e;gmﬁea.nt eeonomlc a.etwlty outsxde -of - the

=" G Ve 3 ‘ .

't.:l_ - cod ﬁshery, 3) the hmrted natnre ol‘ ag;rlcultural actmty, and 4) the !ack ol‘ mer- :

- v i - v 4

eant:le‘ competltxon —-—especlelly durmg trmes ol‘ economm depress:on in the ﬁsb

trade when the numbers ol‘ ﬁshmg akspa, wlnch supplled most oI the plnnters,

"“’n_.

T - t,\

o would drop oﬂ drametlcelly. the plenters coulcl ensnly become the efaves of tke

Lo "- a._c._ ol _-_.

merchants, and they were ol’ten so deacnbei However, m pEI‘lOdS of economle

4 ‘ —-.._____ T T | T .,

L '_v. ."..
nl “ -

' The hlatoricnl reeordu probabl;r overemphaslse those penods it whreh the resu:leqt po-
pulation ‘was- economically badly off as,: frém the eighteenth eenmry, those weref the o
periods when the tm!e ln general was poorly off. e
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populatmn (m in areaa wnth a relatwely large settled populetlon) the planter

¢ i s o i . _.. : ; - 3

.

’ g + ; L E;s‘._ a' 'f‘ o 13"" : '-.':': ’b_' 4
' ‘ ﬁshery_seems to ha.ve.been the‘pnly vneble .gpe. AN TS o
o ot & - s EEE A L O e i

: Wt a Can v

The balance between the numbers of hye boat keepers and planters, whleh

o s L [

by the elghteenth century wa.s essehtlally the balenee between t.he mlgratory end S

ey - . - v E ‘.'
N2 '} reSIdent ﬁsherm started to ehange"m tJLe aecOnd thlrd o[ the elght.eenthr cent.ury
y Ol ,J‘ ..,;f,:;'at:v'w.a o
: It must be emphaslzed that the dlﬂ'erenee bet.ween tl:te planters and the bye boa.t ¥
8 7 K -..', 4"--" B -t A
g d keepers (and the ﬁshlng shlp operators as well) was never very preclse or clear.__ :

¥,
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them was where they resxded outsnde of the ﬁshmg season nnd where they; werg ':' 2y

SR ; '_.v,f'w s

W TR Y

changmg economlc cpndltlon,s\. From the 16709 to the 17205 the reiatwe ‘n

d.!.‘-

BT

voad

. : ,ct;anges, but‘ﬂ arter B’P??t *j' 173'00the. eumlz: ?r;:e of resxden; ] ;{‘)egﬁn‘.__;!,t_,e ‘in !-easé Xy
sxgniﬁcaﬁﬁye(sea Chapter 3) " f“"‘*’e“ e e L
:& B. The Suppliers ;nd Exporters._ | !-‘ = -"e*'\; s 8
r :“b ' As tﬁe sev&nteeuth c'%ntury progressed the.ﬁshmg eil:pss ;eeefne n‘_J/e eusi;‘eEly: . ;

RO Al

S ‘5.

ﬁnd for many thls becaI{ne a major source of r 'enue (Da.wes 1980 11 12, .\258—61}

vuﬁ

’

[} y = ot .
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Mgre lmportant!y, they served as supphers te and henee, purchesem of the drmd

IR [ - \ -“.! e PRI
codlol‘ thé mhabltants ﬁ'ghery In fecl; evndénce from Davies (1980 271.) suggeats

-‘x.‘
e t.:.

e thaL the ﬁshmg sl:ups were also mvo\md in, supplymg m@rchnuta at Newfound-

f
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VL :;‘ The Hendcn [s “ﬂshmg shlp"] left England on Apnl 5, 1705 carrylng on -. .
- board ‘the combmed cargoes of at least six merehants Some vessels . "
" ‘remained tied up in port for £ considerable time, slowly gath ering ecar-’
goes whlch represented the- lnvestment ol‘ a great msny merchan ts..

4 ';-They v'.'ere;'élso increasingly czi.rrying on.s y_ear-round mei'chentloperation.; oy e
,.‘ \* . v - P £ \ & " Lo i E ) o -.,. ‘: ‘_
Mstthews (1968 175) gwes evrdence for the exlstence oi' resldent merchants - ",';':_:

= _‘_,___. 3
,_’—"‘ [
h

es early o.s 1874 Peter Butler snd Thomas Edwards, o{ Carboneer a.nd Port-de- _ "o :

Grave respectwety, opersted es both planters and merchants, owmng a lsrge Shlp. »

t l“

whrch brought supphes l‘rom England nnd took ﬁsh to rnar!cet Beeudom' * y

-,. 1,,.- ~ 3 DR 0¥ ey

(1900 58) makes further reference to the exrstence ol‘ lerge resxdent mercha.nts for‘ R

the end ol‘ the seventeenth century As Matthe\vs (1988 273 276—78) has made.- |

- "“‘--..

Y i_ clear, the resldent merchants snd the mlgrstory merchsnts [le ﬁshmg shlps) were

closel}[ e.l‘ke.d snd the two are proba.bly best understood ‘as s:mply dlﬂ'erent' ¥ i ..:

} Ly |

)
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economrc strategles employed hy West Country mercentlle m terests
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The ﬂshmg Shlps hsd elwsys exported thelr ﬂsh to and treded extenswely in .

the Furopesn ports w'hnch took thelr salt cod As the se\renteenth century pro— =

“,'};;r. ol - gressed they increasmgly exported ﬂsh Which they hsd procured l'rom the plenters i
snd bye-boet keepers. Conversely they m:ght sell or rtsell some or ell theu' ﬁsh' _
to S'acb s}upa. By the beglnhmg of the elghteenth century the msjorlty of ﬁshmg"‘

shlps hed become mlgretory merchents mvolvcd in. sll aspects of the ﬁsh trede,
ﬁshmg, exportlng, snd supplylng (Metthews 1968 258 374) Wh)le they contm-:
ued..to engsge m some ﬁshmg they obtemed most. of lthe ﬂsh Wthh they exported

l‘ror_n .th lanters end bye boet keepers (Metthews 1968 286—88 Dev1es 1980 270—
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h m exchange ror consumer goods for .the ﬁshlng populatlon, of whlch alt-.ohol was ‘ - o

. mterested nor in }Uﬁaxtron to serve as general supplié’rs for the Eshery, that 15 to,'

' thelr more gen_eral tradlng actmtlee. o i

(Davnea 1980 367), began to trade at Newroundland Most. f the New Englanders

' were not mvolved in ﬁsh:ng to any extent but were at Newfoundland to trade

..“

Sack s!ups were tradmg vessels whrch were seeklng to purchase eargoes of bé
drled cod at Newfoundland for resale in. Europe. They ohtalned the:r fish at

' . -
Newfoundland from the Adventurers, bye hoat keepers or inhabltante, usually,

- " »

the qureecentlal exar‘rlﬂt;}nd rrom whlch the Sack shtps recewed thelr name. _'- '

Sack sh;ps generally arrwed 1n foundta.nd when the dned cod waa ready to

be slupped and attempted to le ve for the markets in. Eur0pc as early as possrble P

¥, o

(Dawea“‘mBO 268 Innls 1954’54) Sack. Shlp merchants were uaually nerther .

advance the supphes necessary !'or the operatlon of the ﬁshery as well as to pur-

chase dned cod " As such Sack shrp merehants were commonly referred to as

“part:al Adventurers That is, they were 1nterested in only one aspect of the ' "

trade in. dried cod trade (export) and that trade was usually only one aspect of,

-

K

frorn...the

. e

1t was towards the end of the seveﬁteenth century that trade‘

’ N ’

Amerlcan colonles, ueua!l};r from New England and Mas husetts in par{:lcular

3 v M
’ . 3 W e 4
| .- - :
Oq + Lo
.
.

\‘ - 4

provmlons for dned cod (whlch was traded to the West lndles) Brltmh Bllls of -

g

exchange (used in p&yment of Bl‘ltlsh manufactured goods),. and in search of
| __.._.-‘-

3
L

labourers for the New England colonles._ Many of, these tradera were eaeeptmlly a

type or Sack shlp, but one whlch unhke the London and Brlstol based ones, had ) . g g

,"... o o 2% Z_, :'.‘ . Sl \-
; . 3 :"_ N : te -
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almost no poh,t,cal supporters 1n England and one wh!ch all of the EEnghsh ﬁshmg

: mterests could rally agmnst Although a few New Englanders did become regular
':ﬁupphers in the ﬁsh trade (Matthews 1968 248) most seem to’ have remalned par~
;“ : o b : ' ;7 ’
e Q5 = 4 Adventurers selhng subphw to both ﬁshers and restdent merchants

*»

o R The dwmons between the dtﬂ'erent types. of supphers and exporters were, in

: practlce, far l'rom precrse In the llstlng of shlps whleh vrslted‘ Newfoundland

(1677 CO 1. 41 30 24—25 1679 C. O 1 43 110 1699 C. O 194 1 333—346 and

\ .

2 tradlng for ﬁsh as well as ﬁshmg) and Sack ships w1th .one or. two ﬁs.hmg boats
(1nd1cntmg tbnt durmg slack perlods durmg the ﬁshlng season thelr crews were

engaged m ﬂshmgg) Da.v;es (1980 270-71] elarlﬁes some ol' the reasons why it is

" e , J
85 [

often dlﬂ'lcult to separate ﬁsbmg from Snck shlps s .° "8 a5 '

o
L]

Actlng as Customs officers, and. enforcing the -port dnes required, naval

) officers could require a nommal sum of 2/6d from Fishing ships, 'and up

S S to 8 pounds from trading vessels, or sac shlps This gave them a clear

" "means of distinguishing between the twd types of vessels. But ‘vessels™ .. -
calling at:Newfoundland: did not always perform one function:' a ﬁshmg 8

“. .vessel might well load cargo intended for sale, and, because fish was the

" only commodity with which the residents, and bye boatkeepers could
bargain, . purchase fish caught and cured by boatkeepers to add to the. -
_entch-made by the ship’s crew, and thereby perform the function of a -

" have his ship classified as fishing ship, yet, obviously be supporting the
. boat: ﬁshery e 10 Altboup;h it was true that some vessels only opérated

twentieth eenturiea, uee Ch. 4

g;‘

- e st LRI . 4 4 PR s i o et 1 P R BRI R - 3 Lo B A F U
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..whlch accompames a number of the censi taken dur:ng the seventeenth century i

'1700 C O 194 2: 45-53), are’ found both ﬁshlng shnps (1e Western Adventurers]

wlth oniy one or two ﬁshlng boats, (mdlcatmg that they were, hea.v;ly mvolved m. L

'
.

"sac ship.... Presumably, to avoid heavy port dues, the master would !““-;




as trat;hng vessels the act of tradmg for ﬁsh to add to the ship’s entch
.was so common that-it is difficult to see’how-the dlstlnctlon can S0 posi-
twely be made between ﬁshmg and sac.: . o o ¥ L

. 8 T o C ] M
Though the dlstmctlon may have been dlﬂ'icult for customs oﬂicers to moke, g

it'can and was made, and forcefully so, .by those mvolved 1n the Newl'oundlnnd 2y

trade at that tune. Hotvever, the dlstmctlon was not to be made 1n terms of'

1l

‘ whether the* Shlps were 1nvolved in tradlng ine the broadest sense, but rather ln'

-

terms of whst would now be condered under relatlons of production.

'..' 3 4 -.. QY . + ' & ' L . - .‘.‘?
‘.. . . i ..,‘ - . = .‘ Co :- . . .' =5 \ -‘.n: g | Ak ' . ;'-} . .' L ’l.
. C.. Relations of Production. R e B ' '

'It' is generell)'r_ r'eco'gn'i'zed-.- that there wer'e -th'l'ee" 'cle'sses 'in.volveciifin' -thu
Newfoundland ﬁs.her:,r eeonomy’,uat least pnor to approxlma“fely 1840 These were
E 3 1 :

| the merchants, labourers, and. the planters Mo.et ol' those ﬁshmg were labourers, .

L]

: workers owning little more in‘ the production process than“ their personnl eﬂ'ects.‘

.:' The merchants were merchant cap;tallsts mvolved pnmanly in trede m Bupplles
and ﬁsh ra._ther than bemg capltallsts dlrectly lﬂVolved ln__produclng drled cod It

is, the fish producere, the planters and bye boat keepers, whicb have tradltlonally

-~

._p‘Eented a problem 1n cla.smﬂeatlon\at lea.et after. 1840' in partlculer whether

i p '

'they were. dlsguised capitallsts, dlsguzsfaﬂ-:ﬁnu:r;: or sor(lethmg else, such as’”

+ v -

R A
A

e
LI

y ‘o"

peasante or lndependent producers

. 10. Davies is tefemng here to the dmt:nction he makee between a "sbip ﬂabery" and 3
"beat ﬂahery.'.' Davies (1980:12) dmdes the ﬂehery on tecbnological lines into a "ship .
fighery" and a “boat fishery", this seems, however, ‘to be mistaken as there-is not evi- . -
denb@ that fishing was, at least after the very beginnings of the Newfoundland cod’ trade;
ever carried out to any aismﬂcant degree from the ﬂshing ships. them'ieives. a N G

] 4 #
- L .




o - B, . lt is the argument of thls thesns that. they are best cla.ssnﬁed as small cap,ltal- [

By A - . 4 o -

7 -

lst, peht 6ourgembe in the mold of many of the ﬁshers descnbed by Thompson

- . N 3 v .,

N . (19&3) for mneteenth and early twentleth century Great Br:tam They were in’ \:

8 .. . v Rl
o [act, similar in many r&a_pects to the class of- small producers Whlch at least in. E
-0 3 ) 0 L + : . n ‘_\‘, ’ ] . By E i

’tdrms'-' of nd’:ﬁbers .of- peopie, dominatéd . m,d'ustna! p_mductxon‘ in the W,ester-n '

.
LIRS

o ., ¢ SRt : K world through to. at least the lmd-mneteenth cautury (see Samuel 1977). . - e ‘
R o : A num~ber of characteru‘tlds of the pianters whlch m;g.ht sdem to e.xcluded- ]
’ T b theml from bemg classnﬂed 4s- essent;ally capltallst should not- be taken as such Iy i
‘ < ‘ .- | A;dong theae characterlstlcs are their sma.ll;ma and sometzdles pOVerty, that they e J
;‘ : ' ' - often were. d:rectly mvolved in th; iabour proce;ss, that m;any,mght fall and fail ,.-. h
g: . ' .-",nto the rank? of the labourers, a.nd that, some lahourers mlght rise tﬂ 1;et_,c,,-‘:;3 " | ‘
E:\ planters. All of ’these were ::haractenstlc of much capltahst productxon in
: d . & ® nineteentt.:-century Europe (see Samqel 1977) The' essenna.l chsractenstlcs which - .. .: ._";:.
#.’. Y. 3 deﬁned Ehe p]anters as capxtahsts were. that they -owned sngmﬁca.nt parts (a.t 3 p
1 AL N tnrnes aﬂ) of the means of productlon and that they depended at least i t-h‘eql;)ng -5 o ) :
5 - : - : | tgm, on !ured labour for their productzon N 'l Cl i ¥ AR T
- { 1_-‘_ \-Thdse charactenstlcs whlch the planters doss&ssed whnch nught be tnougnt h
. d o’ to exclude the;n l’rom‘ d;asslﬁcatmn as ca}ntalmts are a.ll du-ectly re!ated to the \::- "\:
dgpert “a b s
: S T genernlly small scale of t.he vast mta.jorli:)\Y of the planters ﬁshmg operatlons in the- - h _ - " =
' :. - - mshore ‘ﬂshery The_ smallness of mostlmshore ﬁshmg opera.tlons was lsrgely the |~ .

Y e . g

- product of teehnologleal factors. in partncular that the” ‘bas:c productlon umtu : o !

I L i - B 4 . ‘_-
K he—— "2 g A A . " A

PR Except in the bank.snd the Labrador foster ﬁshery (discussed in detall in the fol- S & a8
Iowlng two chaptcra). where larger vemla achonners, were neceuary to get to the ﬂshing o S
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_ mvolved the s;mple duphcatzon of these small fishing ufryts, rather than the estab-

" was a hook and lme bod’l; wn‘.h a crew of abeut “5 that is 3 I'or to catch the ﬁsh

. 1 .--
* * [ ‘1 =

two to save 1t" (Yonge 1083:56), though many boa.ts could and wera operated by

8

'only two men. As a result of this, expansxon in the mshore ﬁshery generally

#

-1 1shment of larger pro"ductlon umts based on some other technolOgy The large»

mshore ﬁshmg planter had no tBCJHOIb lcai advantages over the smnll and he -.

probd.bly had greater pmblems vnth labour. dlsclphne and recrultment as well as

havmg g;eater capltal costs T'he relatwe dlsadvantage ol' the lurge pltmter

would have been mcreased as, t.he smallen.. ﬁshmg umts werg able to a‘pply ‘the

e
Y
. Lel
L Rl Fat
- —3
. »
'

labour of wwes and chlldren ‘with 1the growth of the truly res;deut populatlon ln . .

t.he e:ghteenth century Dlrectly related to thla was t.hat for the successful

planter the sal'est and usually the most proﬁtable method of expansmn was to go

v

mto the aupplymg busmess rnther than to dlreetly expand productlon of drled
J -

~ - o'

cod So, w'hlle t.he unsuccessl‘ul planter feli lnto the ranks of t.he labourers or -

emlgrated to "Inw England (or both), in general the succﬁas(ul one, rather than \

+

\
becomlng a la.rger and la.rger ﬁshmg caplta.llst became 8 mereha t.

wt

« BF .
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f What sepamted t.he ﬁahmg sfnps operatmg as fish merchant.s from t.he Sack "
o - shlps were their dlﬁerent methods of obtamlng dried ‘cod or, the other a.spect of '

'the transa.ctlon.s, thelr dlﬂ'erent relatmns w:th the primary productlon umts of

:; ."“ P - that ¢od. The ﬁahmg s!upa operatlng as ﬁsh merchants at Newfoundland usually - . i _
_ ' N d:d?a; general supphers of the tradetand theu' method of ,ob-tammg dnéd st , " ..I‘
! ' ' .t mvoh'ed supplymg_planters and recemng thelr fish, at least to the value of the ‘- e,
‘ Es ',‘SuP)Plles, in re.t.urn. Thﬁ%emptedmwh‘the—memh%mnomxc
"J By ;i.atlonshnp that ha.s been cggszdered charactenstlc of the Newfqundland ﬁshlnﬁ ““‘*"
o % "'" : econon;;r‘ and m whlch the act of supply in practlce usually guarantt_aed thb sup- ' 5
r B B -- » pller all ‘of the ﬂshmg crew 's productlon. Usua.lly not in a posmon to aupply the — - _H?
y - ﬁshery at Newfoundland ‘Sack shlps ope;ated as pamal Adventurers,‘ tradlng m . h
E . , buz not advancmg su;;phes for the ﬁsh:ry Sack slnps cauld on}y purcbase _ -
‘ B ‘ ﬂsh..'-frém'i'n‘. "'fn ent ﬁsi.lers 01: they could opera.te as| huckatera, tradmg for ﬁsh LT

s :. : -, whlch ’_wa.s .alll'tlaady promlsed tb'a,suppljrmg' mlgratory or -resitie‘nt merchant. 4 ;’
“ - IE It is ‘thls merchant-ﬁsher economlc 1;elat10nsh1'p which has been clalmed '(E‘ ‘. "f';':

& omy of the Nawfoundland mshore ﬁshery (m the ramily ﬁshery), at least for later

" perlods (from the early part ol‘ the mneteenth century) The central charactens-

: ;tlc of thlj relatlonshxp was tha.tffor most ﬁshers, suppllers and exportk.rs wez:e, by
-Fé‘,:‘:'__ T b - . B : o St , \.‘ "L
e -"law and tradltlon, the same. In thls economy, ol‘ten mutakenly labeled the trnck

ayatem,m the merehant. by supplymg the ﬁsher vnth gear neeessary~ for the




, covered or exceeded the value or price of the goods supphed

l- a.rgurnE such ls that khere vias 8 long term contradlctlon Tacing' the Sack ah:p

" s .
ﬁshery, obtnmed exclnswe nght to the total catch of the ﬁsher, whether or not 1t

in 50 dolng the

L
merchant at lea.st at.tempted to both guerantee lns supply\ of dned cod by mak-

-

ing it dlﬂ' cult, xf nat 1mp0391ble, for the ﬁshers to sell their produetson to any one X

b otber than hlmsel!' and to guanntee hls proﬁt by controlhng bot‘h the price the .

fishers pard for ﬁshery supplles and the pr.ee he pa:d for therr ﬁsh

It hgs been argued (see,\mpeclally, Srder 1986), that thrs merchent-ﬂsher

relntlonshlpl and the l'emlly ﬁshery, wea the outeome of a- struggle by the West

! Country ﬁshlng mterests ﬁrst t.o stop permanent settle‘ment and aecond hnvrng

raxled at that to outlaw pmrate property in land Thls took the lorm of a strug-

tey . - .' ~

. gle between the mlgrator}' ﬁshlng mterest.s and the settled populetlon in elhanee

‘ wrth the London .S'aclr shrpe. This conﬂlct between mlgretery ﬁshrng rnterests

-

. - A
and the settled populatlon m a.llrance with the London Seck ahrpa, wh:eh hlstorl- .

p—

ans ha.ve long made central to the understandmg ol Newfoundland hrstory 13 ha.s__f--'.‘

been shown by Metthews (1068) and Dat’les (1983) to be essertlally lllllstonary

Fa

L

Matthews (1968 73, 235—36) argued further, however, that there coul be no '

conﬂlct between mlgre.tory ﬂsh, merchents end the Seck shlps. His reasen

o \, N P .q

R .

when they purchased ﬁsh whlch a Western Adventnrer had e hen on by vrrtue ol

- ol o LI [

-

-,

" 12 This'is: mrsteken.beesuae truck is, properiy, the payment of wapes in_goods, a;:d as '
will be argued below, plnntere cannot be characterised as the employees o! the merchnnts

P -4

13 The model ror this a:;nment was leid eut by Prowee (1805) and {ollewed to dl!ering
‘extents by later hmtorms and entbropolomts .
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hevmg suppl:ed the ﬁsh 'S producer The contradxctron l'acnng the Sack stups was

R -thst they could onl];r operate 11‘ the ﬁshtng shrps kept supplymg the rcsrdents for
) mthcy.!t thet supply fish could not have been produced end yet in takmg ewey - __-,-',f'-

o the ﬁsh eo produced the Seck shnps senred tq‘underrmne the economic: vra.bllty ol’ o
{ -~ - i : .G -;:'
i (I 4 " e 0 ; = : s e

thesuppllers et R | B g el oA ,'

L) . . . " "b. - L
. o . e g ®

& ' ’I‘hough th:s long term contredxctlon drd exlst l’or the Seck shlps in general

B dld not for- the m'dmdual Seck shlp master in pursult o[ a proﬁtable voyage. i

|_.
T K g 1w d

. "Durlng periods ol' poor markets l‘or salt cod oF, other problems for the trede, the -

1 208
B by a o L R |

"..f Sa.ck shnp mercha.nts could,. unilke the Western.-Adventurers, qmte eamly slnl‘t ‘ ..\

: 4 - e
their eﬂ'orts to some other type of tradmg actmty One ol' the reehone l‘or the -

: .'establlshment of rea:dent merchants l'rom the ﬁshmg shnps was m response to the

rd problem ol‘ competltlon from the partlal Adventurerq‘ The ﬁshmg shlps and theu-

' isuccessors', the resndent ﬁsh merchants were not agamst settlement per se, and

——
Y

'_1ndeed by the end oI the seventeent‘h century had become dependent upon 1t
- \ &

but werp. only ngmnst Sack shlps msertrng themselves in the rmddle ol‘ the ﬁshlng
o " cycle &nd purcha.smg fish which the ﬁshing.shlps constdered the:r own by rlght of .
Ihewng supplred the producers ol' the ﬁsh The conﬂlct hetween ﬁshmg shlps. and

Seck ehlpa (Brlttsh or Amerlcan) wes rea.l en'd was the modeLIor 8 conﬁlct whlch il
- contlnued through to the twent:eth century 'y o9

+ - - - . - : - * . .

The character of the economlc relatlons wlnch exnsted wnthln the dlﬂ‘erent

o

clnsses of productlou units, that is the rcla.tlons betwccn masters and ser\'ents, is -

[T !

£ 3 lrttle d:seussed m-the ‘primary | htstoncal record However, tt does seem cleer tha.t

- & e . v

- Ky :'.- i h L

p most ol‘ the servants ‘of all three groups of producers (le plenters, bye boet

l
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-keepers and the operetors of the ﬁshmg shlps) ca:ma ennual!y to Newfoundland

R © " Eeler Ao, 1750 (Davigs 1980 258—61 Head 1972 425-27 Metthews mes 273-73),

'

. though - thns Yarled from area to a,rea. Conceptlon Bay, l'or example, seems to P

_—
=, [ v .

- ha.ve had g,more settled populat.lon of servants ,(see Tahlee 1, 2 ana 4), eSpeelally o
N\

Y 1 e N dunng penods of warl‘are, when most sewants 'would have had lIo chmee but to

: : stny over the winter | in Newl‘olndland L~ S,
f_“- 'e".- \ v : : .- ) ) '- e, . ',.. ","_'

. On the ﬂslamg shlps 1t would seem: ‘that often the whole crew, mcludlng the -
-, '. ‘shlps rqaster, wer.e employees ol‘ the owner or outﬁtter ol‘ the voynge, though

_— there were mn.ny dlﬂ'erent arrangementa made, w:th I‘or exemple, the ahlp s mes- s .: |

<ta s e . a4 &

l ter or other member o[ the erew bemg aole br part owner and, or, outﬁtter ol the
s T, voyage (ﬂz. Cell .1969 6-18) It does seem clear, however, that a.s long a.s the

N ﬁshlng shlps were (nvolved dlreetly ln ﬂshmg, \the pa.yment of the crews could ba,

and proba.bly usually wae, ; shares, which at thls pened in- the mshore llis.h'ery %
was one thlrd of the ﬁsh taken (Cell 1969 IB) However, as the ﬁshln: Sh‘ll;s.;.‘_.-._'.' w Y ;
_ became \rr;ore and more mvolved in the export ol‘ supply aspects ol‘ the trnde,

Iy pure share‘ erl:anlgement proved xn—a.c-lequate nnd \eages ¢m:1e to, domlnate, though'_gv'-l N

v -

the two systems could be combmed (for example a guara.nteed wa.ge on top of a \#

R Tl i
F o e
-

!

K share ora bonus paid o'n'the_ ‘smount of ﬁah- 'caught by__ﬂsh_ere On wn.ges}‘),'j_,-. A

TR W e B - » :
Yoy @ Much has been made of the s:gnlﬂca.nce of the ex:stence ot these dlﬂ'erent
I" ‘ =4 " 2 "

l'orms of payment by anthropologlsts ‘hmtormns, and econommta (see E Antlor

L

. L LA
- P & . L)

. . .
- d ] A 4 N Wl 4 M - ‘..- . 8 i

! n Both of theee arran;emenu eximd on the letulor llahery ln the twentieth century, W e . -
’seeChapuri."_ S W S P Tah a _ e

n



g . 3 1981! S. Antler 1975 lnms 1954 Slder 1986) end in partrcular of what seems to

‘\‘: I e have Qeen, a general shlft l'rom the pa.yment of wages meharee to the payment ol

E-Ia, &% ", a fixed wage (see S A.ntier 1975) In l:he “Answers to Heads of Enqulr}' relatlng ‘_ “f" _

‘ l : to ye !"ishery and trnde o!' Nvewfovrl.nrdlam'l’’15 in reply to the queetlon “lf the old\ b ..

’ custom of cerrymg on the ﬁshery upon Sharee is. now- contmued &, to what ; =

.'if:-': ’ ex.tent'{" it s stated that from the earlr elghteenth ceni;urj,r t.o the early "
i hmeteenth century ;het the custom had dlssnppeered among the ﬁshmg shlpa. B / .

“_ Thls shlft was, however, sn‘nply !t is symptomatlc of the shrft p