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lakes, cookroom, and housés. The houses afe ‘made of a frythe of

boughs, sealed inside -with rinds, which look like planed deal, and ~

covered with the same, and turfs of earth. upon, to keep the sun from
rening them. The stages are begun on-the edge of the shore, and huilt
out into the sea, a floor ofsround timber, supported with posts, and

_shores of great timber. The boats lie at the head of them, as at a key,

and throw up their fish, which is split, salted, &c.. They throw away

the heads and sound bones.... . \

Thé complement of men to a boat are 5, that is 3 for to catch the fish, -

two to -save it. Those 3 are the boat's .master, midshipman, and fore-
shipman. The boat is 3 .of 4 tons and will carry 1000 or 1200 cod; but
these three men will row these'great boats a long way. The boat’s mas-
ter he rows at the'stern, against the other two, who row one side; he
‘belays against them, and so not only rows, but steers the boat. The

‘boats’ mastérs, ‘generally, are able men, the midshipman ‘next, and the’

foreshipman are generally striplings. They bring the fish at the stage
head, the foreshipman, goes to boil their kettle, the other two throw up

_ _the fish on the stage-head by pears, that is, a st&ff with a prong of iron

in him, which they atick in the fish and throw them.-up. Then a boy
takes'them and lays them on a table in ‘the stage, on one side of which
stands a header, who opens the belly, takes out the liver, and twines off

the ‘head and guts (which fall through the stage into the sea) with not- = -
.able dexterity and suddenness. The liver runs through a hole in the

table, into a coole or great tub, which is thrown into the train [att....
When the header has done his work, he thrusts the fish to the other side
of the table, where sits a spliter, or splitter, who with a strong knife

splits it abroad, and with a back stroke cuts off the bone, which falls
through 2 hole into the’sea... When the fish is split, he falls into a

‘drooge barrow, which, wben full, is drawn to one side of the stage,
where boys lay it one on top of.another. The salter comes with salt on
a wooden shovel and with a-little brush strews the salt on it. When a
pile is about 3 fpot high they begin with another. ‘A salter is a skilful
officer, for too much salt burns the fish and makes it break, and wet,
too little makes it redshanks, I:l:.;l: is, look red Whén dried, and so is not
merchantable.

. The fish being salted, lies 3 or 4 days, sometimes (if bad weather) 8 or

16" days, and is. then washed by the boys'in salt or fresh water and laid

in a pile skin upward on a platt-ef beach stones, which they call a-

horse. -After a day .or thereabout, it's laid abroad on Hakes, that is
boughs thinly laid upon a frame, like that of a table, and here the fish
dries. By night, or in wet weather, it’s made up in faggots (as they call
it), that is, 4 or five fishes with the skin upward, and a broad ﬁsh'_on
top. Wl}en well dried, it’s made up into prest pile, where it sweats; that

—_—
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involved a ‘eontinuinglshift of migratory merchaiits to permianent residence in

Ne_tvfonndland, a8 generel rise in humher,'pottfer', and importanee of the planters,

| end gtpwth of s resident population of-labo.urers. _' - \ ‘

The main- factor whlch allowed lor this i mcrease'ln the num_ber, both abso—

"‘lute and relatl e, of Fesxdents a.t New{oundlsnd and whleh tlpped the helence in- -
. fevdur of 4 purely resldent fishing effort wa.s a3 Hea.d (1072 and 1976 84) has

. suggested & result. of an’ 1ncreased avallabltty_o!'supplles from the south-west; of

Ireland (salt meats) and apeclally, from New_England (bread and four, pota-

toes, lumber, end rum) These supplles were both cheaper and more rellable than

those comlng from Englend whose own populatnon was beg-mmng to regularly

' " eonsume more food than the conntr)r could produee New Englanders began to -
: : enter the Newroundland ﬁsh tfa.de in mgnlﬁeant numbers bXthe end of the seven- L

' teenth eentury and Were well estebhshed and trnd"mg Ielrly extenmrel)r et- .

."

Newfoundland by et least the 17203 (De\rles 1980 85-89 349-50, Head 1972;
1976 04; Matthews 1963 155-58) ThlS, A3 well as Ahe lntroductlon of the o
- poteto the only steple cerbohydrate whleh could be grown m Newfoundlend Ly

-_' mekmg supplementary agnculture a pOSSlblllt}’, ma.de the life. o{ the mldents of.

*

- Newlfod_ndla‘nd mueh'more secure than it .prev:ously had been. ' °

Y .> R A

" The progfsione from New England were cheaper than 'these_from England.-

"'Thia decreeaedlthe‘ cost of .produlctiori for the. p!ente}g relative-to the migratory -

’

1 The climate add soil of Newl’oundlnnd are qnsultnble for gmn produetlon and e\'en
the growing of root cropa entails large amounts of labour relative to productioh in eom-
panaon to the fishery (tee Crehb 1975,-50-51, B8). _ . ' :

. . - - . , &
. I
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‘migratory fishers greatest advantages over the resident 'ﬁshera. e

N

| Several ot-herv factora, resulting l'rom the increaaing number of truly reatdent’ Ca
A 'aervants, put the plantera in an economleally advantageous po.‘ntlon in com-
‘panson to the mlgrator}r ﬁshers Among these advantages was that the increas-

ing" number ol‘ resident labourers allowed the plantera to fulfill the potentlal they

had always had of startmg the cod ﬁshery before the arrival of the mlgratory

. anenp
0 _" . fishers and belng able to contlnue,ﬁshmg after the}' had been forced to return to
P Europe A more lmportant and related Iactor was that i lncreasmg wmter popula- '

i tlon allowed the. plantera to expand to actmtlea outside of the summer season

o .

The " most lmportant activities begun in thxq‘ perlod were the w:nter and the

; o "_(,." o 5prmg seal ﬁsher}', the latter o}“\:hlch orlglnated in Newfoundland in the 1790;:1
v S Sh:p and boat bulldlng was also undertaken durlng the w1nter None of these . I‘
' ‘aetwrtles c_ou_ld‘ be carned.on, to any sugmﬁcant extent thhout’oyef;\_vinte;ing
_r., ' “Ilabourei's.-"_ .. .. 1;} PR B L
. ; -1 : - Thls 1ncrea.se in the relatwe 1mportance numbel;s, and securtty of the

teaident populatlon a.lso reaulted in theil mcreaamg shlft of- mercantlle aetmty
from Brltaln to Newfoundland The estabhahrnent of resxdent merchants,
.I .

: perhaps better descnbed as }'ear-round merchanta, as.they were Stlll baaed in Bn—

tam, was not entn'el}r a new phenomenon, eapecxall}»r around Conceptlon Bay. As

* 'mentxoned'm the prenous chapter, resxdent‘ merchaif,e:nsted in Newfoundland

l‘rom\a(t Ieast the 18703 ‘But the shlft in mercantlle actmty to Newfoundland o “'

reelly sta!-ted in the mnddle decades of the e:ghteen{th cenfury. Thn move was

\ : '

GRS undertaken -partl_y because it wasa cheaper way ol‘ doing business. Ch__1ef Justice

e ':}:, AT
H FEN Pl R
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John Reeves who resided in Wewloundland in the 1780s, described the situation ;

- T . -_! ) ; ) ’ . . N ) - " Jh

(Reeves 1703, 86-7): - o . | : P

- : ) - . - . . r . . -
~  As to this Mode of carrying on the Trade [ie. by supplying residents), .
' whatever the West Countrymen may say against those who practice it,
" . they certainly introduced it themselves, It is well known at Newfound- . . -
land, that the mast profitable Way of carrying on the Fishery is by sup.- ~ RS
plying Boatkeepers, and taking Payment for the Supplies the Fish and
-Qil they catch.... Residency and Population have increased, because
‘ [sic] it is generally held the cheapest and most profitable Way of carry- -
"+ ing on the Fishery by Residents; when this was known, it was easily- - -
seen that any Man wbo could land at Newfoundland with 4 Cargo of
Supplies, was as fitted for carrying on the Flshery N reguiar bred
Fisherman.... ; |
'

£

The move of merchants aetmty to Newtoundland was also partly in

‘response (o compet:tlon from New England traders For :ndependent planters‘ )

1 . . o e

/ .
the New Englanders were eompetltors for the planters ﬁsh and in the sa.le of pro-

/

'_:< " visions. F‘or the planters who. were ehromcally in debt to.the English merehants,

-7

. the New Englanders as mterlopers at Newloundland, could serve to break down_
the depen_d_ence of those planters on __thej ‘mer'chan_l.s. - The -New Englanq_era‘arou_ld '
| do'this by pdr(:hasing dah from the indebted p'lantere which had bee-n held baek..
oat the end of the-fishing season rather than used in payment for debts due for :
N " fishing supphes (Head 1078, 117-21) 'l;-' , . If?:i-_ ; ’.'____._..
. This shift to res:dency was made -ensier beeause, in practlce, the - dlﬂ‘erenCe
between the bye boat and resndent fishers and betw jen migratory and resldent
me}'chants had always been one of different eco’omnc strategias_ and the individu-

*ala involved in the fishery shifted easily and. often being resident and migl_'atory

~ fishers. Under certain circumstances a bye boat keeper might start to be supplied




-'known 83 the r:ght af the ﬁahermen to follow the ﬁsh and the oil and was glven__

(Matthews 1088, 170, 273, 276, 276-78, 375-78).

. maritime ¢ustom and la.w. The relations of productlon were regulated by fwo
customs, later statutes, both of which were l'ounded on the-doctrine of marilime

L. . L FER R P
. ' , . . . -I

- 82-

- in New[oundland (in a period pf warlare this might involve less risk) or an inha-

bitant 'rﬁ}ght return t_b Britai_n' for his supplies (see Matthews '1968,-‘ 168-171_).

Maiy of the old mig’ratnry.-merchants either became resident merchants or

A,

- dropped . out of the fish husiness \altog'ether,\_so e eveh become plaiters ‘
. . e . A % -

N

The relations of production -um_:ler.which this shift of Bshing activity from a

- . . - ) _\,. L .
migrn’tory to a resident efibrt took place were eesentiaﬂly unchanged from those

which had prevailed i in t.he pre%tl:ry leewme, the legal l'ramework regu- =

lating t.he relations of productlon in the fishery contmued to be derwed from

LY

hen, 8 l'undamental cEpect of mant:me law. The ﬂrst of these custo becaine_

4 v

st.n.tutory form m 15 Geb 118 cap 31 partially, and, fully, in 33 Geo. l]] ca.p 78, .

sec. 7 while bemg reconﬂrmed in 19 Victoria, cap. 14 In this custom t.he ser-- :
..--vnnts actually mvolvéd in the ﬁshery (whlch mcluded those curing the ﬁsh and
supplying bmt) had a maritime lien on the “product of the voyage 1.e. the .fish and— -.

- thc oil, for thelr wages, even when lt had passed out. ol‘ the ha.ndg of their ‘

immediate employer The wages of ﬂshermen a.nd searnan also ha.d premdence
over all other clmm.e._ 1n-¢ases of msolveucy (see Cell 1939, Chapﬁer 1 and Roscoe
1882, 3-7, 87-70, 8504, 98-102). - . "
T - [

The second of thwe customs becsme known as the law of current supply and

" ean ba found i in statutory l‘orm in The Conaohd‘ated Statutes of Newfoundland'

LY . . v






'advantage ol' l'avourable markets l'ollowmg the war (Matthews 1988 384-85)
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l'or the upward surge in po‘pu!ation as 'ﬂshers:and merchants rushed to take‘

- . Whlle there s a dramatlc upturn in the total resrdent populatxon in the

third quarter of the elghteenth century, the makeup of the rmrdeut populatron '

.

does not mdlcate consnstent changes in other respects. rts Head has observed, -
Concebtion Bay showed littie':increa.se in the-leroportion of restdent to"mi'g;ratory '
'fiQhers in the firat half of the eighteenth een&g\y (1976 82), and the level .of
_‘ﬂshmg eﬂ'ort of the resrdent populatxon reveals Do sngmﬁcant change relative to
. the mrgratory ﬂshers untll the fourth quarter of. the enghteenth century (see- F‘lg— -

ure .3.3), The percentage of the resrdent populatlon whlch stayed the wlnter‘ !

shows 1o consrsteﬁt‘\and mgmﬁcent changes . hefore 1833; nor do the relatwe o

L]

numheraﬁof migratory servants show any consxstent changes (see Frgures 34 and

3.5), Thrs suggests that the planter ﬁshery around Ooneeptlon Bay still depended -

:on mlgratory labour and further that though the overall populatlon had'
increased qulte dramatreally, the relat:ons of production were not essentlally'
diﬂ'ereht than eatlier in, the century. In ’the fourth quarter of the elghteenth cen-

 tury the nimher of Western Adventurers snd bye boat keepers declined Telstive

effort. When the level of Sshing activity picked yp again in the fist decade of .

 the "_nineteenth“centut-jr, the fishery around Conception Bay . was entirely a

resident one (see Figure 3.3 snd Table 3). = -
Besides the overall increage in the resident_population, the most significant

N

'changes i it :_are the increases in both the relative and absolute In‘umbers of

.ta the number of residents, within the confext of a decrease in the overall fishing . :















1760s. - | B ST el
Ju a court case from 1820 there is a description of a fairly large Labrador v
'ﬁshing operation' as carried on by 8 plaliter: e _— _ B o
The defendant is also the owner of Y achoaner fitted out about the lst. '
of .June for the Labrador fishery, which is carried on upon that coast by
.. open boats or sluﬂ‘s. ‘On board this schooner are embarked six men,
- three of whom are hired on wages for t Jae season, say from 20th of Mey ) o
- unfil the last of .October; and three shares !’or the same period of : o
, , . time. 'One of such servants takes charge of the schooner, as master, to . ‘
s - navigate her to- the Labra.dor, and carry suppha and ﬁshmg crews to.a
' _ certain plac& where, on the vessel's arrival, she is moored in salety, and - ,
lald up, unusgd, fora tlme, except as an occas!onal store for salt, etc. . o2

. ST The master and men'are then .emplo}'gd in skiffg, -or open. boats, catch- - o -
S - . ing fish, which they carry on shore to defendant's room, tobe cured by =~ . ~
: : ' a shore crewof the-defendant’'s. As soon as enough fish i3 esught and .

«cured to load the schooner, & sufficient crew from the men so hired and. . R

on shares, is put on hoard to navigate the vessel to St. John's; from

, . . whence, alter delwermg her fish there, she again returns to the Labra- VI

\ _ dor, and remains until the end of the season, and then brings the resi- '

- S . due of the fish” and oil, the produce of the voyage, to St. John's,
. ' together with the fishing and share crews, returnmg about the middle of

* o October. ' A Y2

A .‘.—-

o ) But bemda%he a.l'c'n:uald men, the hired serva.n of the defendant, the
' R said vesgel carried.also to the Labrador ten oL?her fishermen (besides . 3
, defendifit’s shore" crew, who were employed solely in_curing the flsh s o0

~ ' ashore}; and which fishermen were supplied by de!’endant who also con- “o
. - tiacted ‘to cure on his room the fish they csught, and Irelght it to St. . .-

.. .-John's. Qn the vessel's arrival at the Labrador, these men, forming
three separate crews; employed themselves in their own’ skiffs, or open -

: . ) ~ boats, catching fish on their own account; and, as they caught it, daily
T s . delivered it on shicre upon defendant’s room to be cured. When cured -
- ) i defendant’s said schooner carried the fish on [reight to St. John’s; and
. qut of it took the value of his supplies, furnished to the catchers,
o . together with, the price of.curing’ and the amount of freight; and’
co delivered the'surplus to the said fish-catchers to sell where they pleased, .
vl or purchased the same' from .them .at current price (Decisions of ther = -
- . Supreme Court of Newfoundland: 1817-1828 1001:463-64). '

g " - The specifics of.the fishing operation given in this description, for example that

s S N




& | . o . ‘ -70.-

e _the planter cured the fish which the crews he freight_en to Labraaor caught, were '

‘ot universal in the Labrador fishery. " Governor Ggwler describes the Labrador

fishery as being operated much as the inshore fishery, with women and children

+ T TTcuring the fish on shore (quoted in Head 1976:221-23), and various forms of pro- -

~+ duction doubtless existed at this time, just as they did in the twentieth century.

lt is clear, nonetheless, that the basic divisibn in the Labrador ﬁsher}’,' between .

ﬂonters and stationers, was already well estnblished by 1820 (Ryan 1971: 45-51)

-

"The division of the Labrador eod ﬁshery, i.e. between foaters and stat:aners,

: -

was based on the techn_oiogles twhich each employed, most.ly in the curing of their

_'.cn'tch though the names thlemselves refer to whel_'e an_gnhow they lived-enﬂ cnred
Y

-their fish while at Labrador (whlch in the case o[ the fHoaters lxmlted them to cur-.

ing _their heavy.salted- ﬁsh at -home in Newfoundland) The technologlal

employed in the catching of fish were the same for both groups

The term stah’oncr indicated that the ﬁshing operatignl was carried -out from
n Ipermnnent., though not necessarily very sublstnntial,-shore estab!ishrnent called
#room. ,A‘stntion.er's room on the Lahrndor would include, at minimurh, a bunk
and coolkhouse, o stage forl--pl;ocessing fish, and o madec or natnml‘bawh,.for dry-
ing. ﬂsh.. A more substantial stntioner‘s estnblis'hment right includc a sepnrate

bunkhouse, summer-house for the skipper, cookhouse, salt store, and an attached

store aellmg ﬂshmg and general supplies, and a8 bawn 4 Stntloncrs cither owned ~

. 4 In this case one would be' dealing with an ‘establishment at Jeast very near that of a
,merchant. . However, as will be seen below, the line between merchant and substantial
ﬂqherminn was pot a patticularly sharp one,

oy
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in’ the fall. . The floater's §qhoo‘her se;véd as a ﬂogtinrj cookhouse, bunkhouse, and

spend the whole summer in- the same anchorage

sold as such or dried and then sold. The stationers, howevcr,.genomlly dried .

-T1-
. N '. i E - B Y
their own schooners or they made their way to Labrador each summer by taking

>

p,a.ssage on the vessel of anotber planter or mei'chant...

r

The t.erm ﬂaater, on the other hand :ndlcated that t.he fishing opemtlon was

cnrrled on from a schooner ol' between on n.vcrnge, thlrty to 100 tons. The crow

< -‘lived‘on the schooner for t.he whole summer_‘s.rﬁs_hing voyage and proccssfzd and

storegi.}he?r catch there before taking the fish home to Ncwfoundland to be dried
stage which, while it .could sail from one arca to ‘another, st.n.ycd anchored close
to shorc:f whlle the actual ﬁshmg operatzons were in progress and could casily

In the ﬂrst halt" of t.ho_

-y - !

. :.mnet.eenth century ﬂoaters _came from many areas on the northern coast of

b
]

_Newfoundla.nd‘ The st.atloncrs it would seem, came mostly from around Concep-

..

tion Bay.

- . . 1
’

'Befbre‘the int.*r.odilcl‘t.ion o[ tbe cod t'ra.p, in t:hc 18703, Handlining' seems t.o .
“have ‘been t.he most important method of. cat.chmg fish on the Labrador /though
seines were also used (see Smlth 1936:13,15-17 25) Flonters split nnd salted their
ﬁsh on board thelr schooners and kept lt in salt bulk also known a8 grccnf ah

»

ie. salted but not dried, until: they ret.urned t.o Newfoundland ‘where it was clt.her'

* v 1

tﬂgir '_'ﬁsli ‘'at  Labrador, n_hd in this period it was usually brought back to

/

. L]

g The alternale name usedr at lea.ut by the fishermen I'rom around Concep(ion Bny. l’orl

ﬂoatcra wan grccnﬁah catchm, : "

+

? . ' ' o
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Newfoundland and shipped frorr_i there, though later in the ninéteenth century it

- »

was often shipped directly from Labrador to the foreign markets. .

. - : . ’ . \
Conception Bay ,was.!:he centre of the Labrador fishery from the inception-of

. - | 5 ' . : I.
the fishefy and remained so at least until the mid-point to the:nineteenth’ cen-

3 tury. TrLe social and economic "haracter of Conception Ba.y durmg the 17803

b

(notc that thls is previous to the rise of the spring seal ﬁshery from Conceptlon-

L \

Bny) is at least hinted at by Reeves; -t

Observation arose the number of Adventurers who have of late Years
come into the Trade,.and who are so much censured by the Western
Merchants for follmhng the Example they had set. These new Comers
have mostly resorted to St. John's, and to Conception Bay, where there
is more Population, and where People are less united, and more at
Liberty to engage with any new Merchants that present themselyes. In
Trinity Bay and Placentia Bay, T I:-eheve these new Adventurers make
very little Impresslon l

{I}n’ Trinity Bay, for cxample . the Merchant$ there are few; eveai One
knows his own Dependents; their own Boatkeepers and Servants must,
at any Rate, be moinfained by the respective Merchants,.... Thus in
small Society private Interest becomes a public Virtue. Bunt it is very

" different in Conceptlon Bay, and at St. John’s, where the Population is -
larger, and there is less Dependence and Connection between Mer-.
chants, Boatkeepers, and Servants. (1793, 87, 01 see ﬂso Hea.d
1976:221-23, Inms 1954:303-5, nnd Matthews 1958 487)

The picture of Conception Bay as an aren in which there was sharp competitioﬁ
between established lotnl merchhnt firms, parh'af adventurers, and large merchant

firms in St John 8, which put the local planten in a strong posntlon vis @ vis the

: merchants is also drawn by Jukes for the period after the close of the Napoleonie

Wars:
" The close of the war and consetiuent fall of t.h.e price of fish led (o the
“breaking up of the large mercantile’ establishments, others ‘failed from

.

o

Al
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' _ various cu-cumstances, the increasing and more stable populatlon drew
people with smaller capital to set up stores in a smaller way and opened

' \\ .. the door td competition, and. the larger houses concentrated their husi-
p . ness in St. John's, or a few of the principal places and supplied to mer
_ chants in the outports, or any. persons who would pay for their goods

J .~ ' either in cash, fish or oil. Lastly the number of small peddllng achoon-

ers trading along the coast, frequently stepping in between the mer,
chant and his planter, and buying the fish from under his nose as it
were, acting in concert with the.other courses, gradualiyebroke up the
old system while political and religious differences completed the aliena-
tipn between the fisberman aud the merchant. The fisherman [in the
alon’ peninsulal may carry his fish to any. one he chooses and though
he cannot fix the price at which it shall be sold, as the merchants fx
that by common consent from the state of the foreign marketsS he has

still the great benefit of competiti n m the choice of the prov:smns and .

goods he is to buy. (Jukes 1842:23 S S N
" The spring-seal fishery, which was in full operation during the qperiod of the pre-

-.vious Hescrip-iion, further added to the independence of the planters around Con-_
_ception Bay.

| B. The Spring Seal Flshery. A

Onjmally the commercial seal fisherj.r waS no more than a suppiemcnt to the

] *

summer cod fishery undertaken by the raldents ol‘ Newfoundland durmg that

; tlme Ql‘ the year when the cod ﬁsher}r was not possible.? 7 In 1722 it is reported

' ]
L
. Y

J 8 nfp Conceptlon Bay, the cuahm not many years ago was this: The metchante and
Planters met nccording to public notice to fix the price of fish and goods. if they could
' not agree, each party named six of their own body, who were to meel in the same
J manaer, and if these could not agree, thematter was referred to the Governor whose de-
| cision was final. Since my coming here the Custom has heen to hold a public meetitig, at "
' the Court house, of the merchants agents and.Planters for the same purpose hut | always
found that the Planters came away dmsnt:sﬂed -and | know now the resson of it.... Moat
f tbem hitherto have been kept considerably in Debt, and the dread of a writ and of 3
cOngequent fotfeiture of fishing room, &c. had of course a powerful effect to induce them
' to complinnce.” (Anspach 1810:p.p.) After about) 1815 the current price seems to have
been set entirely by the Board of Tra.de in St. Johi's. -

v - . ! ) ! -
T In Labrador, however, the ual fshery &aﬂ the primary lnduptryj in the eighteentb
century wbile the cod Aishery waa supplementary tq it {Gosling 1910:13 -32,380), '

\
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To this the Admirals Answer that after the fishing Season is over the
Inhabitants - employ themselves and “Servants in cuttirg fewell and
Timber for building shipps Boats Stages Houses and other Necessarys,
as also in catching Furs, and killing Seals and making Oy!e of their -

" ffatts. (C.0. 194.7:108.)

A shore seal fishery, using nets attached to headlnﬁds, catching. seals in their

annual migrations, in the early summer and fall, along the coasts of Newfound-

and |{md Labrador, had existed since at least the Beginl{ing ofthe eighteenth cen-

tury I(Chafe 1024:8,15; Head 1978:223-26; Gosling 1916:131-32,380). Seals were
U ' -

also taken ‘when the‘pa.ek ice reached shore in the spring. While this was a.regu-

—

- lar occurrence north of Cape Bonavista, it was less common around Conception

Bag: Conception Bay was far less important in the seal fishery prior to 1790

than was the, area north of Cape Bona.wsta Whlle there was an'increase in the

" seal fishery starting circa 1770 (Head 1978:76-7), Conceptlon Bay was not

* L]

involved untll new methods of catching seals were developed.

The development of these new methods and the rise of the spring seal fishery
round Congeption Bay can be quite precisely dated using the.rncorgls of the seal

N . T8 rd
harvests from the ‘_'éighteenth century. In Table 11 it can be seen that prior to

4

A " the year“lfﬂﬂ the seal harvests, while quite variable from year to )'!é'ar, were gen-

*

er;zlly at o level well below: that of from 1708 onwards (with the single exception

- of the year 1741, when, presumnbly, the seal herds: were pushed azlong with “the

lce, right unto the shorm of Conccptmn Bay). Wlth the year 1798 the recorded
value of the seals cauwght rises dramatically, as do, when they begin to be
recordéd, the number of seals, vessels employed, and men employed (set Tables .
12 and 13). It is, clear that it is quite pr;:ci_sely at this d;xte th:.ut the;e devclop‘edl A

\

L]



~ ties, Anspach {1819), writing a.bout the ﬁrst. decade ol‘ the muetcenth century-
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de'ep-sea seal fishery. According to Chafe (1924:21), two small schooners lel't

from St. John's in* 1795 for t.hé seal’ ﬁshery and in 17ﬁ6\four feft from St. John 3

n.nd several also went l'rom Concept.lon Bay. In Aprll of 1797 Rev, Wlllmm

Thorsby, a Methodlst missionary, reports that the spring sea.l ﬁsnher;.r is hemg car-

' rled on from Bngua (quo}.ed in Lench 1925:3).

At first small, open shallops were employed while ShOl‘tl}' after that larger,

b

. decked schooners, were introduced, allowing longer and larger trips out to- the

seal "herds which'wgr_é located on the o,ﬂ'sl_:ore ice pack, the front. The rapid

L

'gi‘otvt.h and technical change.in this ﬁshery is highlighted in the report, from

- 1708, of the voyage of the schooner Achve ol‘ 40 t.ons, Wm. Munden master,

» -

whlch brought in 7,500 seals to Bngus (reported 1n Chdl‘e 1924 39) 1t wos tlue

‘ oﬂ'shore seal fishery which served as the startmg point for the growt.h of the Con-

: cept:on Bay seal ﬁshery In the first half of the mnet.eenth century, COncept.lon

dey came to dome the island’s seal ﬁshe{y and by the 1820s the senl ﬁshery

had probably become the chlel' 1ndustr3.r of the major Conceptlon Bny communi-

L

gives the following descrlptlon of the seal;&shcry from Conception Bay:

| }

About Saint Patrick's day, or the 17th of the month ol‘ March, they
procé’éd to that fishery through the most hoisterous weather, struggling
by all possible means to get out of their harbour and bay. After having,
" at last conquered these first difficulties and proceeded beyond Baccalao
Island, their next object is to reach a sealimeadow by sail or cutting
t.hrough the intermediate felds of ice; they then run their vessel into it,
the crew disperse, and whilst the guoners fire i% the largest seals, tho
others assail tRe rest.with clubs... When suffici nt executlon has been
made on a seal-‘meadow, or the extreme severity of the weather inter-
rupts théoperations the dead 'scals are dragged on the lce to the _
schooner or bont; they are then pelled, that is, the skln wlt.h ‘the coat of -
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™ _fat adhering to it is separated from the carcass, and thelatter is thrown

'overboard exceptlng such small portion as may bk reserved for the

. _ mess, The voyage is continued through the ice, or through the open see

! CoL if it happens to be so, to other seal-meadows until the loadmg is ¢om- .

- pleted, unless the state of the weather, ‘or some material damage in the

. vessel makes it necessary to return sooner into port. They will, in gen-

eral, make one trip within from four to six weeks, and when the ice and

seals are abundant on the coast, they make two trips before the latter

..* end of May, each trip averaging from nine to twelve pounds sterling per
man. :

-

The usual mode in which the planters dispose of the produce of their
voyage to the merchants, and by which the amount of each fhan's share
is regulated, is either according to a price previously agreed upon, or
.settled before the return of the vessels from the first taip, or the the
highest bldder, it is either so much per seal, tal. qual., or according to
their size, in which case they are divided mto three different sorts.

el - i -
2 ‘When the seals have been landed, the fat is separated from the skin, - u
%;'\ -, and cut up into small pieces, which are put into puncheons or into vats, - .
: ond there left to melt by the beat of the sun and weather.

“After all the oil that could be extracied By this process has been
obtained, the dlubber... is boiled over a large fire in copper cauldrons. =~  ~ L
This last operation... produces the blubber or common seal-oil of an .

inferior quality. It-is.said to bave been first introduced not many years ;oA
ago at Harbour Grace, and {o have heen productive of considerable

profits to those merchants who first adopied it, by the facility of pur-

. chasing, at a very low price, the blubber which bel’ore was con51dered as “
i ’ of little value (422-25) -

s With the end of the Napoleonlc Wars the econOmlc life ol' Conceptlon Bay
R e

. wns domigated by the summer Labrador cod ﬂshery combmed with the spring

seal ﬁsl;lary. “The two ﬁshenes complemented each other both in the major tools

1 they utilized, in particular the schooners, and in the relations of production under

which they operated.,

|. = I
il
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]11 . The Class Stru,ctur and Relations of Productlon. o

¢ The relatlons of pr%ductlon wh:ch dommated the socln.l formation of Brigus
"\
and the other major centres dround Conceptlon Bay dunng the mneteenth cen-

" tury were essentially and overtly (,:apli'.ahst.._a The class structure of Brigus and the

other major centres around C::mception Bay during the nineteenth cent;ury WaS

dommated by t.hree major groups formmg two classes., Merchants and planters |

7 A}

l'ormed the two major t.ypes of cap:tuhsts whlle the ﬁshmg servants formed o .

: proletarmn working class These three groups domlnated ‘the relations of produc-

. ’txon in nmeteenth century Conceptlon Bayjust as they- hn.d domlnnted tho class
¢ si_;ruct.ure of the resident fishery in the elghteenth cen!;ur.y.
A. The Merchants. ‘

There were two types of merchants with whom thé-_planters ‘and fshing ser-

'. vants dealll. with, These were outport merchaﬁts‘[originally most.l}' firms from
the West. Cduntry of England] or thosv\merchants operat.mg at St John's. Most-
firms based in the outports a.nd some o those bnsed in St. John 3, oporated by

supplymg planters dlrectly and, in the case of the \r’ir'esl;count'.r].r ﬂrms, were often

run hy agents appomted by the English owners (R}'nn 1971:81- 83) The

«

&

& “Capithlism is a specnﬂc mode of commodtty prpduction in whlch the distrihution of
me:ms of production are concentrated in the hands.of capitalists, They buy means of
producuon and wage goods from each other and Jabor power from laborers. Laborers are
dependent on capital for wages with which to purchase their subsistence, The surplus
created by producers—the value-of commoditiés they produce beyond the value |or,
better, the cost] of their labor power—is appropriated by capital by virtue of their mono-
poly over the means of pro‘ducuon " (E. Antler 1081:51), -
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" Westcountry English firms were steadily being replaced by Newfoundland firms

J . ’ '\‘)

aflter 1815, Thes.e merchants were essentially buyers and exporters of fish, -who
attempted to secure s;.uppliea of fish through supplying fishers and attempting to
make sure tﬁat all of the catch would be delivered to them hy maripulating

Y

,prices for fsh ﬁnd/dr supplies. During the American Revolution and the wars

- with France which followed the last 6{ the migratory Westcountry merchaht

firms moved their operations to Newloundland, and many new firms entered the

trade in response to the high prices for dried Eo_d which accompanied the period
of warlare, especially around Conceptinn Bay:

Observation arose the number ol Adventurers who have of late Ye'ars
come into the Trade, and who ars so much censured by the Western
Merchants for following the Example they had set. These new Comers
"have mostly resorted to St. John's, and to Conception Bay, where there
is more Population, and where People are less united, a.nd more at
Liherty %o engage with any new Merchants that present themselves. In
Trinity Bay and Placentia Bay, 1 believe these new Adventurers make
very little Impression {Reeves 1793:86-7, see also Ma.tthews 1968:525;
Ryan 1971:78-83).

. Inl periods of high prices the- 'oﬁtport merchants tended to exteud‘ credit gen-
erously, in an attempt,‘ ol'teh. only partially ’succef;isful', to preempt itinerant
_traders and with the intention of securing profits on the sale of dried cod. In
periods of ‘lo;v prices, when there would be little competition for dried cod, credit

would be limited and profits were token from supplies.

The most iniportnnt aspect of the economic relations which existed between

-~

merchants and planters was the tradition and law of eurrent supply. The law of

current supply held that the regular supplier of equipment necessary for a fishing |

)

! ' o ph . . .
) . . w6} !\1; H": ;‘:\ . .\\' s
" + r‘;\'\(}m ty, ’I ' I
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tion Bay. Current supply served to protect any merchant supplying a planter he

70 -

voyage. had a'righ‘t 'in particular a maritime lie'n, to the-prodnction of the

 se on's fishery up t.o the value of the supphes advanced and in the case of the

distribution of msolvent. estates the same principle npplled (see Decisions..

nnnnn

1817-1828 1901:154-57). The law of current supply insured, in so far as it

plenter. "This is, Highlighted in a case brought before the Suprems Court of

N ewi‘oundlend in 1819:

Thls is 8 question of the greatest consequence to the trade and fishories
of this island, as at present conducted; for it is well known that they
- are, for the most part, carried on by means of necessaries furnished at
the commencement of the fishing season to'persons who are seldom,pos—
sessed of any capital of their own,-upon the faith of recemng the pro-
ceens [sic] of the voyage in payment for the supplies. It is a system of
credit founded in good faith; and it becomes the duty of the Court to
cement. this necessary confidence hetween the parties, and to guard it - .
th.h vigilance from infraction by others. -
But the same reasoning does not apply to the outharbors; they are ~
"unusual places of sale; and from their being so, the purchaser takes
upon. himself the risk of receiving fish in which another has a property,
and, consequently, of refunding. He may-buy fish at -an outharbor, but
he must huy it subject to sll ex:stlng liens (Decnslons . 1817-28
. mfn 154-57)

A
Fa

Ifa planter was in debt to such an extent that his returns on a.voyage

would never put him-out of debt, then, in a situation of no competition, he could

sink to the level of a lsbourer. But that situation did not, npply around Concep-

~

had not supplied in the past, as the merchant knew that he, ng current supplier,

‘would be Pnid for his supplies before any previous sensons’ supplicrs ‘would bo,

Co::n.rersel:,"-r this made it easier for a planter to get supplies from a merchant with

-

(N

worked, that the merchant had security for the supplies he had advanced to the ° -
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whom he had not previously deslt and so increased cornpeli%)n among mer-

-, Ehants. o . ! _h o '_ . "
During periods of poor markets for cod, ‘the_ merchant firms of Conception..

-
-

-Bay seem to have attempted,.illegally, to impose payments, eSpeciaHy of servants’ . - *
; ] - - St - . . . Ir 2 R
_': \ * ... wages, in truck, but this seems {o have been opposed by the workers and, to a -
] ' R . . 1 - .

lessp.r extent, planters of -Concep_tion-Bay (see Little 1984:156<72). ‘Truclr,_ in ‘any

. cnse,-'s&as'hiﬂicuuto impose in the highly competitive markets of Conception Bay .+~

" . and m the presence of large numbers of lndependent planters, man3r of whom |

went, or at least could go, to St John s for therr supplles

- . . " Because of the me\rltable,losses on & pertron .dl‘ s_upp.hos _g'ivel:i out on eredit,. ’~
pnces for goods sﬂpplied by tne.’otitpc;rt mer:"_chants, operating.as generai supp!iers' »,-'
\ - 1o the‘ trnde,-‘were almost always higher {orl.prices paid for dried cdd were. lower,
| —”Wﬁi— h amounted to the same thing) than those oﬂ'ered by - rtrnerant merchants
(partm! aduenturers) or at St. John's. As a result of this, outport merchants
‘ tended to gwe a dzsproportlonate part of their supplles to ‘the smaller and less

success!‘ul planters whhe more successful planters, i.e, independent p!anters,
] -

v ho obtained their supphes in “more competltlve markets, often dld‘ so in St.

John's. This method of operation might work in an isolated community: h Ty
_ But ‘this Motive, such. as it is, operates only.in certain Parts of the
Island; in Trinity Bay, for example, it may operate, both with regard to
Bontkaepers and Servants ... and' for this-Reason; tha Merchants ‘there
- are fow; every One knows his own Dependents; their own Boatkeepers )
-“and Servants ... Thus in small Society private Interest becomes a pub- T

ML S L N

o I_ "+ lic Virtue. But it is very different in Conceptron Bay, and at St. John's, .
' c where-the Population is larger; and there is less Dependence and Con- oy :
nection between Merchants Boatkeepers, and Servants (Reeves J

1703:88-91).
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major firms reported to be the chiqcf suppliers of ‘Conception Bay in 1785, in The * S
L ' prr'ncipal ﬁa:'n'ng settlements. at lﬁewfoundland (Board of"Trade 8, 87:84-85) had = ..~
drsnppeared by the 18403 ha.vmg either gone bankrupt or moved out of the dls-

. | " Bay, in Harbour Grace and Sarbonea.r, dld S0 on the basis ol' the expansron ol' the

senl and Labrador ﬁsherlcs of the late 1830’s (Ryan 1971 75-76) and Operated as

-ﬁn\:

merchants lmrt;h as did- those in St John g dld though they were also mvolved

. A ,
dlrectly in productrgg in ‘the cod and seal fisheries: : ' -
R ) The end of the Napoleonic Wars brought a falli ‘in the pnce of fish a.nd many
.“ . of the large mercantile 'estlablishments failed. Many of the remaining Tatger firms -

concentrated their business in St. John's, or in the larger cent'res such as',.Harhour

itinerant traders (huckstera),_ and pla.uters (both bona ﬁde for the fishery and as
1dealcrs i.e, l'or resupply at the Iocal level) or,' " any persons who would pay for
thelr goods elthcr in cash, fish or oll” (Jukes 1842 235),,_ra.ther than dxrectly sup-
plylng fishers ln ‘the. outports (Ryan 1971 78-83) During the penod l'rom the
£ ) B | : 17705 to 1815 St. John's had become “the Emponum of the Island and changed

iy S its character l'rom B ﬁahery toa cons:dcrable commercml to“hi." (C.0. 104 55{95—

l.‘

o~

: wh;ch wos to last through to the cnd of the nineteenth century. /

j

-

2T -
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/ . Grace ond ‘Carbonear.. Thcy generally supphed small outport mercha.nts.'

e o 115) Now tlre centre of trade and .commerce for the 1slnnd St. Johns firms .

begnn a penod of intense competrtlon ‘'with the remmmng, large outport rﬂrms.

h ' 3 A:ound this tnme thc St John's merchants begnin to meet .in August, either

formal!y or lnformal!y, to-set the. c}urrcnt price to be |\a1d\for ﬂah and oil Ln light ;

oo ks
Ly AR TR ¥ Yo 0
A DL T ‘:L'g'“.‘ll_-:‘
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' tnct (see also Ryan 1971: 83) The large frms which remamed around Conceptron ) .
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f‘-';-_‘:-‘ - - Ahis l’unctron Whlle eredlt was useh\the merchant houses or St Johns 1n : T.?‘
h_ﬁ_ﬁ\_ : thelr supplymg operatlons. it was not-used - 8s 8 metliod for securing a supply of
.".‘L; - ) ! ’ g
e - -cod,, as drd the outport merchants and the St Jolin's merchants were wrllmg,
L and in any ﬁse obliged, to‘take payment for sup‘phesxadvanced on credlt jo essh . -_j\‘
| - or bilis of exchange taken out on other merchant Brus. ln fact the St John's N
i . P SN
0 X merchants dealt wrth planters and outport merchants on pretty much thb same \
:"- basls, wrth the majorlty of both takmg their supphes on credit at the begmmng
| - of the season apd making payment in fish and, oil of cash in the-fall. . - o "
. B. The Pfh.ntera.llu' | _ DT I o
e I L . R N, i
P - The -planters' “were, generally; smau.capitalists,'though they-were of ten the - .
B ~ :_ .. - near equals of the outport merchants both in terms of sta[us nnd in’ terms of the

[ . .
LTy e

: .scale of . thelr'operat:ons They can be classrﬁed ‘a9 capltnlrsts because they

' owned control[ed and had an, eﬂ'ectlve monopoly over ‘the ineans of productlon. .

vt : C
bought the means. of productlon and wage goods from each other (l e other capl- .-l

\ h \ "
. LY - R
o L~ ‘ LIS

A L talists, in partlcular from the merchants), ana were dependent, overall as a clnas, L
. R | on..h‘lred 'labourers {see E. Antler 1981:51).

< DI . .‘
T The’ plaht.ers were often dnﬂ'icult t.o dlstmgulsh from merchants, as many, .

T L : beardes ﬁshmupphed\other planters’ lécally and the po:nt at whlch they '
became prsmanly merchants rather than planters was usually dnll'lcult to ! \

- R . - ' -

= r . -

. 1% As was outlined in Chapter I, much of the detail in this and .the following sections L e
must be infered from interview material ‘which actuall?’ concerns those tyfies of relation- S B

- - ships as they existed i in the first part of the twentieth century, though the records of the
~  Supreme Court of Newfoundland can serve lo ptove such inferences,

~
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“The plarntlﬂ's are merchant sup[{hers for the ﬁshery, and advance neces- '
saries to déalers at the outharbors. of this island, for which they receive . .
fish and oil in'‘paymént. Théy supplied, amuvng others, Froud’ & Sons of .

“Trinity Bay, last summer, to'a considerable amount, but .recemng from

them! little more than one-half of the value ¢f their advances; and hear-
ing that their fishery had been productxve, they caused an enquiry into
the cause, and learnt that ‘they’ had put off part of the proceeds of their
voyage -to the supercargo of a certain schooner, which had been sent
round by the defendant to Tridity Bay for the purpose of obtaining fish
and other produce in exchunge for provxsrons and goods

It appeared in evndence, that the defendant was not o strppller of Froud
& Sons; that he had 'sent.a schooner to Trinity Bay in October last, and
directed "his superq,argo in general terms, to barter goods for fish, who
.concewed he Imght..dea.l with sny- person’ that offered; and- under this
‘impression, recewed thlrty-ﬁve ‘quintals’ of fish l‘rom Froud .& Sons,

" without askmg any questiviis, ‘about their suppllers, or the atale of their

'accounta, [my empha.sls] or supposmg such lnqulry necessa.ry

. Under these circumstances, the: plalntlﬂs brought this action for the
.. recovery of/the valie of:the fish ‘received” by the defendant, for which .
" théy- contghded. he ‘was liable, under the usige and law of the fishory.
.The defendant, on' the other hand _maintained that he had a. rzght to

purcl%/e from any person who was-in possessmn of the commodity. sold;
and

ret? it... N
It j¢ certdinly the right of tlie"ow.ner of any goods to dispose of them in

afty way that he pleases; but the gist.of the case before the Court is,
/Nho were the owners of .the goods in question? and what is the force
and extent of that lien upon the actual or supposed existence of which,
" the merchant who advances the means.of prosecuting the fishery pnncr-

pally relies for his paymient?” This is-a question of the greatest conse-

quence to the trade and fisheries of this island, as at present conducted;
for it is well known that they are, for- the most part, carried on by
means of necessaries furnished at the eommencement of the fishing sea-
son ‘to persons ‘who are seldom possessecl of any capital of their own,

- upon the faith- of recemng the proceens [sw] of the voyage in payment.

l‘or the supphes o

) . L. . .
& Lo L.

It has alwa.ys been - held that the regular suppller of. necessaries for a

fishing voyage has a specxﬁc interest in the fish "caught, {o the value of

kis supplies [my emphasis]. .It is a Jocal usage growing out of the ¢ourse -
of conductmg the fishery, and was: probably adopted.from the maritime

'law of llen upqn a shlp, for necessanes found' and labour perforrncd

-4‘.

he paid- l'ull value l'or the-fish in-: questlon, he was entitled to"




- : apon a foreign voyage .. In'8 more recent case it ‘ws held, *that the
wo b A _supplier of necessaries, had & lien upon the fish for the amount of his
‘supplics: that the 40th of the King was a directory appllcatlon of the

. ' same prineiple to the distribution of insolvent estates; and that a. judge-

" ©  ment at law was subject to the prel‘erable ¢laim of surfent supplier.”
...the’ purchaser takes upon himself the risk:of receiving fish in which

a.nother has s property, and, consequently, of refunding. He may buy ° -

{s . but he must buy -it subject to all exrstmg liens. (Degisions.... '

817-28 1901 154-57). . S o

R it b

A R R A

e , S A.ntlers contentlons that the planters property, at least in th'e ﬁshery,
o= . L] t
o could riot be made lizble for their debts and that ““The planter s debt to the mer-

S | chant%xtmgmshed when the seasons catch \(as dehirered to- the mer- - - L
e - . chant.” regardless ol‘ the amount of the debt.[S Antl&r 1975: 55) are also both in '
errﬁr In 1818 in the case. ol‘ Henry S:mms v. Franeis Hoddern, exactly the oppo-'

Nt "o

e -gite is l‘ound A pla/nter took out snpphes Io‘l' the ﬁshery and unable to pay h:sb o 3

' debt for thm fr’om the production °l the voyage, had his’ vessel attached and sod - " _

%o pay. oﬂ' the debt (Decrslons....; 1817-1828 1001).13 In this case the planters

debt was not extlnmshed slmply by dehvenng his catch whrch could not cover -

f

the costs of his ;uppﬁes, and therefore, his property became llable for his debt

Both the fishing servants lr7n and current supply apply to and almost :

-

: always arose in cases. ol' msolvency, in partlcular the 1nsolvency of planters. In‘ .

l Qi’\ o Iat:tl both laws are but sectlons of the general lnsolvency laws. Though it was
S ,'the._n‘sage of the-fishing business that fishing gear, boatg, production, etc. could \ BN
o " not be attached during the fishing segson, in ‘particular thiat fishermen were S

L v ¢ : ' . v
. - . . - - .

VS Ty should be ooted that the queatlon ai. issue in thls case was not whether the vessel,
could be attaehed but ratl:er zt eoncerned the servige of the writ to the del’endent

.ot
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ent'itled to a stay of execution until the fall of the year '(Decisir:;g_s_; ..... 1817-1828 Lo
‘1901:.8), this ‘was really quite an unimpertant point exaicﬂy because the.currént“ o A_

‘ T s.uppli{r had no motive to make such attachment exaetly because of t,he security .

N - ) : _ prgv;d_ed by the law of current supply :. )

X . . \ i . . ‘

" Though S. Antlér’a-charaqteriza.tion of the légal formulations of the reldtions - ‘

7 " ¢ of production, i_.h. the. Ashing servants' lien and current supply, are mistakhn,-his

- - "y

cohtention that th‘ey aré essential'to understan;din'g the planters’ ﬁshe-r)" is

correct S. Antler a.rgues further,hhowever that the pla.nter fishéry \m destroyed o
- ) E : - -Ii’
. im the perlod from (1‘835 to 1840 anm hat the most  visible nspect, if not the .

_ 1mmed:ate c.ause, of thnt destructlon came in'a senes of court caﬂes whlch took
.‘_ "} . "%

' L place durmg thosé years -(S: Antler 1675: 26—3‘7~3ee also E.. A.ntler -1[131 39-40) T
o - ¢ S
S \ L Accordmg to the S A.ntler these court cases culmlnated in, the Fall of 1840 m I
= the case_of Nowlan v. Mac_GraHg. His interpretation of this case;{s that it over-

' turned the-fishermen’s right to follow the fish and the oil, i.e. the fishing servants'

"lien on the produce of the voyage,.(and 1;»resurirn‘a.bl)r the ﬁhhing servants' prcfer-'
able clatm tcr the, estate of an msolvent planter) and, hence, overturnecl the basis -

’7 o of the planters’ fishery (S. Antler 1975: 80-88) A careful _reading OR Nowlan v.

MacGrath however mdlcates that this decision was made neither on -the right” of .

ﬁshermen o follow the fish, and the oil, nor on the preferential clnlm of ﬁshmg L "__'-_"
‘-I-‘I. . . ‘ . n . .--
N I servants wages -The declslon was® ac:i;uall)r madeson the questlon of whether

) . . '-.\ . -

ﬁshing 5ervants had the right'to disobey their master's orders so as to detain" fish - .-

[

I - a.s securlty for thelr wages (v&::ch would be the necessary if a regula.r hen was to .

he en[.orced.) '(see Journal of 4

Legislative Councll'of Newfoundl&nd vol. 2 n 6,

‘..—
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_ S "1841: Appendix 39): The Court decided that they did not. 1 T
g . In fact this decision ;vc_:uld seem to have indirectly upheld the right of the"
ﬁahermen lo follow the fish and the osl. 1If it had he‘etl'determi'lied in Nowlan v. o ‘ ‘
; .',. MacGrath that the fishing servants dtd ha.ve tl}e right. t.o detam the fish and the
L qll then thelr right fo fot‘low Hle ﬁah and the osl 4 right whlch had always been
.‘:' , - : . . 0 L 4 -
e justiﬁed to ‘prevent exactly S'ut:h detentlons, would have been denied. -This point -
\ . ’ ‘\_‘ was made‘élear in a case from 1819;
r K . .ll‘ the servant is Bo tose ﬁls lien upon the removal of the fish [rom the
' ’ - planter's rodm,"he must mterpose legal, process: toVarrest it; and the -
S - Court has had abundant experience of the ruinous consequences’of such )
'a proceedmg 14 (Declslona 1817-1828 1901: 192) - -
- L . q ~ }
- VST F‘urther prool' that the case of Nowlan v. Ma.cGra.th di not overturn the
R T : - . B
e ﬁshmg servants' llen ‘on _the pmduce of the voyage, and in fact d1d not deal
dlrectly w1th t.hal; pomt at pll—-ls found in the uumerous cases l'rom after 1840
) . whl‘ch expl:c;tly'upheld :that llen and w]:nch rr_lake no- me'ntlon_of Nowl;i.n v. yoo
E _M:icGrath. In 1848.“Moreen v, Ridle)r ef al "its stated that:
o, ) . 1 & ¥ :
[ . SRS
Y .Flshery Servants have a nght which is not lien, but a sta.tutory nght to ) LT
S N © be pmd their wages in full out of the proceeds ol' the “voyage” or - -
se ' .season's fishing even when it has passed into the hands, of the merchant =
- . _ supplying the _“plan_ter with whom they shipped, (DeCISlODS .. 1846-
. 1_853 1015:4). - C . S
‘/ In .1849 mu“Hanrahap v, Ba.rron and Dnody " the servants’ prior claim on wages o :
‘ iy again. upheld thls case is apecmlly noteworthy one o[ the Chlel‘ Justlt:e:s
Ly ,«. 14 The "ruinquu conaequencea" could be either that. @51’4 ¢ould be held befare it was _' . e : T_,‘}i
.'; L - - cured, in which case it wnuld rapidly-rot, ot that the Bsk\Would atrive late on the Eurppe- ‘

-an muketa ahd 80 obtain a much lower price than at would have hnd it amved earller
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sitting on’the case had also sat on the case of Nowlan v. MacGrath snd yet
" there i9 no reférence made to that case at all {Decisions..... 1846-1':83_3 1915':102-_

22). | , C . ~ )

The fishing servants**right to follow the j‘ish and the otl was actually over-
turped- by the courts in 1854 in the case “In re Fishery Servants of Patrick Cash-

man, insolvent debtor.” in which the-Court decided that there could be no ‘‘cus-

tom of theﬁshery prevailing in Newfoundland whereby "ﬁsherir servants have the

. right to follow the produce.of the voyage in the hands of the merchant” Secause

.there could be no laws Based oﬁ custom in any of the ’No'rth American- colonies
. ( '.
and because the statutory bas1s of that rlght (1 e. 15 Geo [Il cap 31 séc 10,).

had been repealed by 13 and 14 Vic. cap &0 (Declsmns '1854-1864 1900.'1_1-20 . |

1354]15 O R

Howeler, the leglslatwe response to thls legal decisjon , is further ev:dence

-

that the ﬁshmg servanta lien, and curreqt supply, remained essential aspects of
the relations of product.lo_p in the Newfoundland fishery. Fu“st, it should be noted

that this léggl decision, taken ii; the Fall.\of 1854; would liot h.a..ve_ had general

" effect until the Fall of*1855, when the next season's wages became due:’ 'Howcvcr,
. - i a ' ’_/ . . . - ’ . i

even id the Fall of 1855 there sens to have been no significant increases’in ‘the -
. - " . . - ' ' . K L
number of fishing servants’ denied thejr wages due to the insoivency of their

' pladrlr,er—employers.. The new Liberal'governrﬁent quickbfqmtrodu-éed‘ legislatiop to t
PR - ' K - v

- 15 It {s again to‘he noted that there is no refereace to Nowlan v. MacGrath in ;his-
cm. . L3 - .

. ‘ . o
.

L4 ' -7
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reinstate the ﬁshing sefvants’ right to follow the ﬁah“and the oil, and-,t.he first

reading oI' a new insolvency bill, whlch included this wa.s lntroduced by the dew

*  ——

Liberal admlnlstrat.lon jn. January 1856 (JHA 1856:20). ln the second reading of

the bill the: ¢ : -\\ '

L] ‘- l ‘ - ’ ‘ \
Hon. Attorney General said ... the present state of the law left the
fisherman without any pomtwe or definite right to the payment of his
. wages... .

oo ‘As the law stands at present, under the Judicature Act, the current sup-

D . plying merchant is secured in twenty shillings in the pound, from the
SR voyage of the Planter, in ¢ase of his insolvency, which Act also‘contains .
a proviso declaring the prior right of the fisherman to his wages; but Lo
“that right js not-defined, and the ﬁsherman is- therel’ore exposed to N
doubt and uncertalnty e el

Vo 0T ' The necessu'.y of an Act. to protect- the ﬁsherman had been made mani- L

ELINEE . “_‘l’wt to him (the Attorney General) hy c¢ases which had come under his B
' - = . "own knowledge during even the past fall, in which the merchant had

received the voyage.ind -refused to pay.the wages. He wag happy to~ ~..'. . "™

. say, that’ such .caves ‘were unl’requent |snc] (Th_e Newfloundlander L

February 4 1856) - - s R AR

' Whlle the leerals seemed intent on using the 1ssue in attacking the mer-f

'~ chants and. t.he merchants party, the Tory members ol' the House of Assembly .
~secmed to be q_mte dl_sslnterested in the law.and let it pass without any

- signiﬁcnnt'opposition, The only demand: of the Tories was that the law of-

&
eurrent supply be lncluded in the new msolveney la.w, a point not opposed by the

e _‘leernls, and the Attorney General duly introduced such an a.lpendment. to the L
! ._bzll (The Newl’oundlander February 21, 1856) The Insolvency Bill was passed |
LT wnthout amendment in the more conservatlve Upper | Chamber ol. the Leglslature

; ' _I(The Pu})hc Iaedger May 2 1856) and the whole question seems. to have been ..

:/ _ h ' - 'solved wnthoa mlmmum oI' l'uss Al eourt declsmns a[ter that date contmued to «_ ; , :

A . . R
e an . ' [ m . ' N . P .
P . - . " . . N R
R . . - . . . [ . - . R
S . e e e . . v PRI . .o o
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. uses rest on the difference in the numbers engaged in the different profusions, in -

!
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. uphél& the fisherntens’ lien and the .li:_lw of .curro.nl supply (see Decisions..;, 1884-

1874 1899:351-52;_Decisions._..‘ 1834-1898 1897:96-103, Decisions.... 1897-1803 -

1905:20-30, and The Fishermen’s Advoeate 11/0/36:4 *“The Insolvency Case of a

Pouch Coye Fishermen'.) g

P

S. Anfler also utilises population data found in nineteenth- century

Newfoundland censi, the most important of which comes from his comparison of
the 1845 and 1857 censi (S. Antler 1675:92). It is the argument of this thesis that
the statistical data presented by Antler are too tenuous for thé'_theoreticul weight,

they are expected to carry. Almost all of the p'opillatio'n data which S. Antler

,partlcular on the large increase in the numbers of persons llsted as bcmg mvolvod
\ll;ﬁshlng, between the 1845 and 1857 ceﬁsn (S Antler 1975 02}, S Antler's nrgu-,

_ n;ent“:s that t.he lnrge mcreuse in the numbers of * planters, ﬁshermen 3horemen, .

ete.”, from 18,503 in 1845 to 38,{)78 in 1857 {or to 83,582 in 1857 il “Ablebo_dred'

seamen engaged in trade and fishing" are included), within the qontexf ol a small

incréasp in the overall population (from 86,295 in 1845 to 118,304 in 1857), and in"

the amount of dried cod ptoduced, is evidence fof a decfease in’the size of the

o

fishing production ﬁnits, which is in turn evidence [lor an increase in the

household-based fishery and a decrease in the, larger scale, planters’ ﬁshe‘ry’.'

There are too many problerﬁs with the censi to cdnvin'cingly sustain this

complex "argument. For many ‘communities found in .th_g 1845 census, thé

.‘Newl"oundlgmd Census, 1845 7—8 15 28) Mo;g /lmportantly, ‘in this census, it ',

-

‘numbérs of people enga'ged' in thé different prolessions is simply left' nk (sce S













- - ‘The courts, as well, recognized that; “shlar_es, cr ‘the va_tue of them ‘réprcsjen‘t
~ wages...." (Decisions ... 1884-1806 1897-239-40 see ulso 99-10’3' and Decisions .. K
b . 1817-1828 1901:82-83, Decﬁisions . 19041911 1912 165-68) and that the ﬂshmg
. servants lien and preferential cla:m for wages applled equally to fixed wages or to
e shares (Decisions .. . 18841806 ¥BIT: 99-103 Decisions .., 1807-1003 1005:20-30)_ " |
‘ Perhap; the sirongest evidence for trxe aersiste:;ce of t.ire p!anter fishery, at _
~ i '_ ' 5 o least around Conceptlon Bay, ls the contmued and comimon rel'ercnce to planters. .
| o b _up until, at least, the Second World War (Smlth 1938 R.. Bartlett 192;8 R. i
{ Bartlett nd a.nﬂ"newspapers from the- perrod. The Marl and Advoca.te, The |
H: L S Fxsherrnen ] {!ater EVemng} Advocate,_The Guardlan, The Newfoundlander, and '
. The Publlc Ledger) In ract t.he deﬂmtmn or planter gwen by my mformants T
'. . o whose 'recollectlons are mostl}r of the perlod followmg the Flrst World ‘War,’ ﬂts |
- s that grven-l;er the early nmet.eqnth century - L -.': :' o '. o
—*;——* e Iif..—larigus; 1750-1815. _‘ S . ‘-_- NI
I.  Thealy document which. dels ind‘rvidaal‘l‘y with Brigus and the other éom e
| _ 'rr\mriities-aroudd lConceptipn _Ba.y‘ in the- seccnd l'ralf 'and -the cighte_ent'h_an'd- early .
. Bl eteen‘th cent uries is the f_?eturn of Paas_ca fons ir Concc-ph'on Bay {1 702.-180.?."} o
,_ , - . I - ds deacri?trcn of

decade of the_mneteenth century. :

It is ngt knovrn_ if _the‘ pobulation of Brig!s' start
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-In 1807 there seems to have Peen ouly one large, English-based merchant
'F-_ ‘-' - establishment in Brigus, that of Geo. .and James _Kemp & Co of Poole. Their

premises are given 8s;

138; Geo. and James Kemp & Co
1 Stage, 2 Flakes, 1 Wharf, 1 House, 1 Cook Room,

1 accounting House, 3 Stores, 1 Garden. Leased - T
- : - from Steph. Percey for 40 years at'8 pounds. ‘ :
: ' . —: Geo. and James Kemp & Co _ :
N . . 1 Dock for Building Vessels 19 ~
The fakes suggat that they were involved jn the Labrador ‘ﬁshery, while the Coe

dock suggests thn.t they were also involved in the seal fishery.

| There were. 14 larger scele -planters llsted in 1807 ‘and they compnse about

’ o o ‘ ,. ome t.hu'd o!' the property holdmg cla.sses These pla.nt.ers owned 60% ‘of the .

- ' _houses in Brlgus whlch would suggest thnt they employea at least that percen-

" tage of the la.bourll'orce of the conmunity and probahly an even- larger percen-
toge. A number of these planters are 'knoe;n to have been the owners ald, or, )

J _ mae_i:e‘rs of sealing vessels, includling-.Wm. No'rmen,- Wm Ba'rtlet!., and Azatiah

| Mﬁndnn,.nnd -the family nemes, with the excephioh of-.Quinlan, were all closely |

. .e.ssocm.ted with the seal ﬁshery later in the nmeteenth century As vl.'ell as bging
Asenlers and I]shlng on the French Shore and or, Labrador, they may also ha.ve
been operetmgoe_s small -,_scale supplymg merehants, especlally in the cod ﬁshery. co
These larger scale pl_anters and their‘plan't,at-ihns gre listed in F igure"3.-13. The |

i G X X  aneillary industrjee which the Labrador and, épeciallﬁr, the seal fishery produced

[

1® The nuinberjgmn before the name of the owner(s) of the plantation is simply that o \
. ;Iven the enlry in the recorﬂ mdlcateu that no number wna g:ven to the ent.ry - ' )

L4
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R. Bartlett places ,the high point of Brigus's prospenty in the decade 1850- o

1860 (19028:32-33). Records of the seal fishery I'rom around 4hat period gwe somo. o ;

. idea of the extent:ol'. that industry (see Table 13). Seventy-_two sealing vesscls |
operated out of“the district of Port-de‘-Grm‘re in 1833 and the majority of these
would have been from 'Brig'us, though the 1533 men employed would. hdve beon
from many diﬂ'erent communities. In 1847 Brigus outfitted (i.c. t;le local mer-

chants s-upplied‘) 66 sailiné vessels, while St. John.‘s outfitted 85. In 1848 Brigus "
o.utﬁtted 30 sailiog »;wse‘ls employing 1,080 men while St. John's seems to have

taken over some of the supplying of those senlors, outl'lt.ting 103 vessels which .~ é. :

o efnplojred ‘3,451 men; (Chafe 1024:40). In the same year, hoWéVer, there were BB -

o

. Bngus owned sealmg vessels, employmg 2 11 men, mokt of whom were bung

+ + supplied outsude of Bngus.21 (R}'an 1971 148). The dlﬂ'erence betwcon the numbcr

~

of planters supplled for the sealing voyage in 1847 and in 1848 in Brlgus nnd the' '

o .

R numberjﬁlanters owning vessels in 1848 can be seen as further evndence of. the

relative independence of the planters of Brigus. It is further evidence that the

¥ - M . . . . -
~ economic relations existing between- the Brigus planters and merchants were

. essentiaily those between capitalists and further hints at the relative-importance

-

and strength of the pianter and merchant capitalists in Brigus, The high point of

the sealfishery from Brigus seems to have occ.u'ri'ed in 1858 when 92 soiliné vsolﬁ o

] . - o, . _ i CN

(ranging in size from 50 to 172 tons) employing 3,493 men cleared from Drigus. - -

" 21 |y should be noted that the 30 vessels uupplied from Brlgus in 1848 probably were ' . ,- -

. . not all from Brigus. &= . . . Ll :
: A =
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In the'same year from'St. John’s there w:are 72 vessets e'tnploy‘ing 2,855 men [TH'e
Publie Leelger March 21, 18568). |
' | e ‘Before the shift of the centre of the seal ﬁshery to S& John s in the 1\703
each Salnt Stephen 8 Day, December 26 as many as three thousand men seeking
berths would come to the homes or offices of the Brig'ue sealing captains to sign
on for the sprtng seal hulnt (R. Bartlett 19281086). In February these crews would
go intf) collar, that is they vhbuld h‘egin the preperations for the seal hunt, i;or

. which, ag the crews were hired on shares (with shares amounting to half the

cateh), they would not specifically be paid for, though they would be fed and, if.

ﬁeccssaty.lodged (R. -Bartlett'19'28'596). Before going to the ice the crew would be
5upplled__\ﬂth—thmr—crop (also drap} The crop was an advance of money or

cred|t§ which would be peld back with between 25 and 50 per cent 1nterest i any

the voynge (eg a sheath and knife, skln boots, oxlskms, and tobacco) (R Bartlett

1020: 95-101) The value of tbe crop plus 1nterat would then he déducted from

" their wages at the end of the seal hunt (R. Ba:tlett 1928:02). At the start of the

charged them,. ostensxbly, fpr thelr berths, to the ewner of the vessel {(who might

t i v - . , .
be the captain or a merchant ﬁrm).%, . . . -

-4

" 22.Not nll crew members paid -thia, in partlculer the gunners who had to supply their
owi guua

\ Lot 23 ln 1860..a strike against berth money took place in, Brigus lnvolvlng 3000 men. It -
e T aeems to have been, at beet only partmlly nccessl‘ul (Chnte 1924:38).

™

CR -_ scals Were brought 11_1 from the g'oyage._ Some seelerg-woutd not use thelr._c‘rop or

sent jt home while others would use it to buy personal equipment necessat'jr for

voynge the sealing crew would flso pay berth moah:g,r,"'2 two or three dollers:

T i
b Ty




}114-

The seal hunt ifSelf continued to be much as it was des¢ribed by Anspach in

the first decade of the century. Until at least 1840 nearly nwe skins ‘were pro--

cessed and the fat was manufactured into oil in Brigus {Chafe 1924:18). The
crews' shares from the seal hunt could varx,.:;normously,. in some yenr.s' the crows
would not even make enough to cover t.htla cost of their crop while ;n other )_fenrs;‘
as much as $300 per man could be’mad;a (R. Bartlett 1928:92), two t.;:) t‘hree times
what they could expect to make in a good surr;mer at the,Lnbrndorl. The
overwhelming payment of iw;ges in shares rather than set.wnges was probably

due to the large risks involved in the deal fishery.”

»

Before the introductibn of steam 'vessels into the seal ﬁsher;.r many, if not

-~

: mOSt of the Brlgus plant.ers were probably Operat.mg us ﬂoatcrs during t.ha sum-

mer on the Labrador Al'ter about 1880 most planters from Brlgus hoth ﬂonters-

and statloners, ﬁshed north ol' Battle Harbour Bel'orc a.bout 1870 that was' an
grea qsed mostly by ﬂoqtgrs (gee, Journal of t.he House 2[ Assembly 1905:223 and

" l £ -
1833:128-28}, while the area’to the south and in the St.rai.!.g_qyéelle Isle were con-

.

ducted mostly by the larger fishing Operations, from pefmanent -premiscs on

shore, based in St. John's, Harbour Grace, and Carbonear. The Brigus planters

were supplied in Brigus, Harbour Grace, or St. John's {especially the latter). A

a—

number of the larger scale planters in turn served as suppliers to smaller planiers,
’ . [
_ especially stationers who would not have had their own method of getting their

- 'stipplies from St.'Jo!m’s'.'b . . . | .

Y ’

-

-

s ".:
<P

."_' :
g
Lon
.

A

" Crews, éoné]stink of both men. and deen, would sign on for the Labrador . .~ . -
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their .ability, the “where-with-all", to translate their access to jobs ind their,

\

wealth, into recognized leadership of the community and the imposition of their__

" - *
views ag the community view, . ‘-

The Bartlett family was an exemple of one of these planter I'nm:lxes in

Brigus. The Bartletts were actwe in the gseal fishery from its begmmngs and were
among the most famous of the famlly names asso,clated with that ﬂshery in
. Newfoundland. The scale of their operations was such that thousands ol' dol!nrs
could be made or lost in a single season of seallng and codﬂshlng (R @Bnrtlett

. 1928:55,101}, 'lmd the.proﬁts from them could be put back mto the purchnsa and

e

: construct}on ol’ larger shlps (culmlnatmg, as vnll be seen below, 1ronlcally,f in -

L

stea.m seallng slnpa), the constructlon of the locally famous Bngus tunnel (con-

structed t.o lncrease the arez ol' accessnb]e waterl’ront) ;and the physzcal mamfes-' s :

tatlons ol' wealth and lnﬂuence (the large churehs ‘whlch domlnate Brlgus, elegnnt .

d'

resxdences, and the local gentlemens club; ﬁrst the Glee Club n.nd later the_

A ; "

 Jubilee Club, see Smlth 1938 94-98) o WY

The populatlon ‘data for the mneteenth and twentleth centunes come l'rom E
a the cen‘sn of Ne}vl'oundland taken at about’ ten yearantervals from the yea.r 1836,

The pattern shown by .the growth- of populatlon in Brlgus in the mneteenth cen-

tury closely l'ollowed the fortnnes ol' the seal ﬁshery There are three dlscernlble_ B
phases in the overall g'rowth in populd.tlon l'ﬁ ‘the perlod up to 1880 (aea Tnble' . |

' 15}. The first is one of rapid populat:on growth and goes l'rom the begmmng of '_

£
the cenn‘.ur)r to about 1850, and was undoubtably dlrectly L'ied to the growth ol'

the seal ﬁshery whlch marked thls 8ame’ penod The second pha.se is marked%




























Figure 3.13. | 4
Large scale planters in Brigus, 1807, .

126: James Goushou
1 Stage, 3 Flakes, 3 Houses, 8 Gardens, 2 Meadows. :
128: John Sparks “
1 Stage, 1 Wharf, 4 Flakes 4 Houses, 2 Gardens, . o
\ ) 1 Meadow.
128: John Antle
1 Stage, 1 Wharf, 4 Flakes, 4 Houses, 5 Gardens
1 Meadow. -
131: Willm. Antle Jun.
1 Whar{ 2 Flakes, 3 Houses, 3 Gardens 1 Meadow.
. - 132: Edwd. Percey Sen
CL -1 Stage, 2 Flakes, 3 Houses, 8 Gardens.
’ ' 133: Wm. Pereey (son of Steph. Percey) ' P
1 Stage, 4 Flakes, 5" Houses, 2 Gardens, 1 Meadow.—- B
135: Jas. and Wm. Norman - :
1 Stage, 2 Flakes, 4 Houses, 10 Gardens, 1 Meadow ' oo~
136: Jn. and Wm, Bartlett . - . '
< Stages, 3 Flakes, 3 Houses, 8 Gardens, 1 Meadow;
-7 139: All the Sons of Wm Roberts Sen
< 1 Stage, 2 Flakes, 4 Houses, 8 Gardens 1 Mea.dow
! 142:'Wm. Roberts Sen. o o
. 1 Stage, 3 Flakes, 3 Houses 3 Gardens.
144; Thos. Quinlan -
" 1 Stage, 1 Flake, 4 Houses, 1 Coopers Shopl .
' . 4 Gardens, '
| ® 145;: Wm. Percey and James and Thomas Roberts
' 2 Stages, 2 Flakes, 7 Houses, 4 Gardens, 2 Meadows.
‘150: Saml. Sprackling .
- 1 Stage, 2 Flakes; 3 Houses, 4 Gardens 1 Meadow. | .
: 153: Azariah Mindon
. . , 1 Stage 3 Flakes, 3 Houses, 3 Gardens, 1 Meadow.

[V
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Figure 3.14.

Small scale planters In Brigus, 1807.

118: Wlllm Phelan

1 Stage, 1 Flake, 1 House, 1 Garden, 1 Meadow.

119: James Walker

1 Stage, 1 Flake, 2 Houses, 1 Garden. ’

120: Widow King and Sons

1 Stage, 1 Flake, 1 House, 1 Garden 1 Meadow. "

121: John Woolcock
1 Stage, 1 Flakea 1 House, 2 Gardens.
122: Thomas Rose
” 1 Stage, 1 Flake, 1 House, 2 Gardens.
123: James Hays - .
1 stage, 1 Flake, 1 House,.1 Garden.
124: John Clark and Isaac Clark

1 Stage, 2 Flakes 1 House, 2 Gardens 1 Meadow

125: Charles Merser

1 Stage, 2 flakes, .1 House, 2 Gardens, 1 Meadow

127: Ambrose Sparks Son to Willm. Sparks |

1 Stage, 1 Flake, 1- House, 1 Garden.

. 130: John Noel . |
1 Stage, 2 Flakes, 1 House 1 Garden -

137: Wm, ‘Antle Sen-

1 Stage, 2 Flakes, 2 Houses, 5 Gardens, 1 Meadow
. ! I
141: John Rabbits Sen. and John Rabbits Jun..

140: Dinah Roberts
1 Stage, 2 Flakes, 1-House, 1 Garden

1 Stage, 1 Flake, 2 Houses, 3 Gardens. .

143; William Antle and Widow Antle

* 1'Stage, 1 Flake, 1 House, 2 Gardens, 1 Meadow

146: Grace Norman
1 Stage, 3 Flakes, 2 Houses, 4 Gardens
147: Ann Roberts

1 Stage, 2 Flakes, 2 Houses, 3 Gardens, 1 Meadow.

148: Simon Sprackling

1 Stage 1 Flake, 1-House, 2 Gardens.
149 "Wm: Keating 18 .

.1 Stage, 2 Flakes, 1 House, 2 Gardens.
151: Robt. Knight -~ #

1 Stage, 2 F!akes, 1 House, 3 Gardens.
152: John Plowman -

1 Stage, 1 Flake, 1 House, 1 Garden

v
.
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. Commission Government. However, with the start of the Second World War and o :

the employment boom it created in Newfoundland, the Lahrador fishery dropped

off rapidly. r

Even without an increase in the number of stationers, the decrease in the

“rise in the rolr;t\ivo -

numbers of floaters. would, ine-vitahly, have contrihul;e& to a
number of stationers and imp‘prl-;ance of tbat fishery to the Concep.ti;:m Bay com-

. munitieé. ‘H9we;re'r, the absolute number oLs:t,a.tioners seems t:o have incressed as ©  »
large’ mifnberls.. of ﬂoattelra. gwitched to‘statit'm'ii:g ot the _Lnbri‘ldor in the {ast. two
decades of th‘gl ninetéeﬁ‘lth ;gntu.ry.. At tl_:e.same'time,. the decline in the number

of ﬂ_oéters' 'schoon'ers; presénted,a‘probl.em for the-'s‘t.a‘tioners fre.cm Cont'_iépi.ior;
Bay. :Stgtioﬂém pr.eviqusly_ had dep‘el::ded_, almos‘t exélqsively, on the ﬂggtersi< |

" schoofiers }or :‘transpc;rté_tibp to and from the Lébrador, and with the decrense iii
the :.1umber of Il,oat.er.;, the st‘ationérs and their supplyinlg merchants had to find -
other ways tcl')- get to and from f.beir summer ﬁshiné stations. Slt.cnrr.lsh.ips, often

the same ones uged in the seal- fishery, were the solution to this problt;m, os well

-

as 8 further encouragement 'to the growth of the stationer fishery. In fact; it

would seem tl.aat' the first use of steamers ag'trs-nspoi‘t to the L.abrador was un_der- -
- - ' R . — .
taken. by one of the largé-scale planter-merchants of Brigus, Capt. Abrasham

Bartlett, at least as early as 1874 (Board of Trade 99, Agreemenls and Crew
Lists, series 2, 1874, JHA V.?b‘, 8.l 1905:236-40],' ﬁsilig bis sealing steamer ‘t.he )
S.5. Panther.

By 1005 . fout firms were re‘gularly using steamn vessels to, transport their

crews, as well as'iﬁdependeﬁt. planters, 10 and from the Labrador: Job Bros: &

St o - : . -

. S e ST

-
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Co,, at Blane Sablon; Baine Johnston & Co., at Battle Harbor; (G. C. Jerrett {of ' L
' Lo Brigus) at S;m;key; and Capt.. William Bartlett (also of Bri s), at 'I"urnavick
Loeee (JHA v.20, n.1 1905:222). While the Bartlett family evidently| utilized steamers

for transportatlon to the Labrador from at least 1874, before tHere seems to have

r I

|
been _,a.ny qhortage ol' sailing vessels, by 1800 it seems the nur‘nber of #€hooners .

)
r ! ~

N avallable was inadequate to take all of the ststioners from Con"-eptionl'xBay down ° -

to the Lnbrsdor, and it was clalmed (JHA v 20 n.1 1905:232-6)| that this. was the

r - ; reason that G. C. Jerrett sta;ted to charter steamshnps around tLat time. L

~

' Three-l’urther fact.o‘rs probably aecounf for the rise in the|importance and

v ~

,f-f; T -relatwe nujebers of- statmners from Conceptlon Bay. Thege factors were 'the
o e . mtroductlon of the cod tra.p in t.he 1870s to the Lgbrador ﬁsﬁ'er}\, the lntrozlc-

t.lon of motor boats in. the ﬁrst dec-sde ol’ the twentleth century, and the i mcreas-

1

ing tendeney of merehants to Shlp dneqd_ cod dxrectly [rom the coast of Labrador

to the export markets (especially in the use of steamers for this purpose).

AR - . The combination of the introduction of steamers for transportation to-and L
from Labrador and the general use of the cod trap, put stationers in 4n advanta- -

L ~ geous position in relation to the remaining fAoaters. In many yea ; especially

when there.was 'h'esvy ice, the stﬁr'ners allowed the st_stioners, to jget to the

R -Labrador bel’ore the ﬂoaters and so to secure the best traps berths for their use

-

.dunng the summer. [n raponse to the fears expressed by some mtelests m the. . . =--

"-_ﬁshlng mdustry, eepecmlly those mterests representmg the fiaters, the

\Newfoundlsnd House of Assembly set up a Se]ect Gommlttee to m\!Jestlgate the .

A2
possibllty ol' enactlng leglslat!on prohll:ntlng the prosecutlon of the Labrador .

- R . . - ) ey
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ﬁshery in steam vessels (JHA v.20, n.1 1905:222-269). N

-,

The ‘committeé saw two dangers in the use of steamers; 1) the possible use of

"

steamers as ‘‘green fish catchers” \(i.e. directly in fishing), 2) *...the creation of a

monopoly in the prime trap berths of the Labrador Coast.” {JHA v.20, n.l
: - S . -,
‘' 1905:223). -

"It also appears to the.Committee quite feasible to use steamers success-

fully o the prosecution of the Labrador fishery, for the purpose of dis-

tn'butmg crews, gear and material, and so taklng -.up the prime trap

berths in- advance of the ordinary fishing créws, arriving by smlmg
) vesséls, to the manifest disadvantage of all "stationers” not arriving by - ,
.+ - steamers and also of all "Hoaters.” This ean easily be done—is already". . 1
, . a being done to some, extent south of Cape Harrigan, and with. a very '
s LD small -initial outldy for stages, efc can be done on t.he porthern Labra- o "
A © dor. (JHA v.20, n.1 1905:223) : o
The recomﬁendat.lons of of the Select Comrmtt.ee were that: i

. . N

-
3

_ - _Ina.smuch as th al value of the Labrador fisliery to the people of this _ s
L= g Colony consists Yn the fact that it can now be-catried on so cheaply that - e
no man-of industrious hebits need fear. of a fair mensure of success R

A - therein, and consequently it affords a.livelthood for a.large .and frugal s
o . population of independent people, the Commijttee is persuaded that
v ' anything which threatens to destroy the conditiona under which the

fishery is now cqonducted is a public menace of great rnagmtude, ‘and, ~

‘should be grapgled. with in a drastic manner. We are of opinion, there- o

«  fore, that... [a Bill]... should be adopted so that the pursuit of the green - —

fishery in steamers shall be made unlawful. (JHA v.20, n1 1805:223) T

. h. L . -

“Such a bill, outlawing something never seriously practiced, was duly passed by -

t.he Legislatui-e and no harm was done to the staiiohe’r fisbery.

- . [ ' '

Actually steamers never totally d@laced schooners as a means of gettmg to
the Lebrador, Up through the Second: World Wa.r bot.h steamers and schooners
" took 'crews Lo the Lnbrador, often with one or tﬂro. members o a ﬁshmg, crew:

= gomg in advance by sf.‘ea.mer to s‘ecure a gdod trap’ berth whlle tye—’rest. of the

- . r - L
. - . s % ) . . .,
. .

f
LI
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119 in 1883, to 107 in 1890, and 142 in .1000, ol of which would have been
empployed at the Labrador.® The high ratio of cod traps to the -Population _-

_engaged in fishing in Brigus, relative to the rest of Newfoundland (see Table lb],
indicaté, among other things, the importance and general acceptance o.; the_ eod
trap in the Labrador ﬁ:sshery. “In the twentieth cenfjury the cod _'l.ra.p came to be

_ the dominant fishing technology on the Labrador. ‘ .

The cod tralp was ideally suited fpr the Labrador sta.tioner fishery in a
numb’er of ways. The run of co.d fish on the Labrador tended to beu_intcnae-
though'short, and the fish were generally smaller thhﬁ-those fq;und around the

- ';laud of Newfoundland. The-cod- trap can- take‘arge‘numbers*or ﬁsh—m;a short-"':‘:': - """

period of tlme and the ﬁsh 1t. t.akes tend to‘be smaller in size (Inler-dcpartmcntal _

.ICamm:Mee on the Labrador ther:es 1054 10) "The cod. trap was ol‘ part:culu.r

. l

:'a.dvant.age to the stat:oners at the Labrador because it is” not, essentlally,

' s . B mobile fishing techinology. In any area a.long the coast oI'_Labra.dor_there are a S
limited number of good trap bert.hs into wlhiich cod traps can be put and tl'ge' .

berths can usually be relied upon to cateh ﬁsh if they are belng caught. anywhere e

4

-on the Labrador. - Because of the essentlally 1mmoblle charu.cter of the cod trap,

) the adv:mtage of moving 1f no fish were bemg caught on one part of the coast .
J - « (the ﬁ.dvantage the floaters had over the stat:oners) wag small Any adva:mge in
. ."'h | ‘moving was made gven qrr_mller because, in mqymg_, the ﬂogter abandongd his

. & As wias fi:n.entioned in the Introductinl;, there was no_significant Jocal i.nl'sl:ore fishery

l’ron] Brigus.

e ¥
A e A

- ;—1_;::1:.‘;....
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‘ cul-

‘trap berth and oo his arrival in & new location, as late arrivals, the floatéi's

-

choice of good berths would have been limited by garlier arrivals. There was also

a good chance that, in any case, there would be no fish being caught in the area

the floater moved to or at any other place along the coast. In the region north of
Cape Harrison on the Labrador coast there were fewer people fishing and the
arrival of cod was. less predictable. It was in this region that more of the Qoater

ﬂeet"could be found.

Because the cod trap wis a pa.%sive fishing™ technology, that is, it did not

néed to be attended while it was catching fish, and bécause. traps were usually

Jish. . - . | L

| processmg the fish (1e spllttmg, sa.ltmg, and drymg the ﬁsh) was not necessary_-‘

'a.nd thelﬁshmg crews were,‘generally able t_o han_dle all aspects of puiting awey the -

” -
’

"The intr_c_)dt.lction' of powerboits in the first decade of the twentieth century

| E@\fé the stationers further advantages over the Hoaters. With motor driven trap v

boats. stationers were able to reach trap berths further out from: their shore sta- \

3 &,

- tioﬁs. berths which had previously been reserved for the schooner fishing crews.

By 1014 it was estimated that there were over 4,000 motor boats in Newfound--

w -

land (Inms 1954 458-9), and.a dlsproportnonate number of these ‘were probably

Ld
e

round on the Labrador

H

since.the eighteenth century, the p;e'\falenc'e qf .this practice increased dramal;i-_

cally ‘gftér'aboutjlsés, when tbe murchants started to ‘export large cargoes by

m le&"twlcrar Pe"hﬂ-Ps once; & dﬂ-Y, ‘the~ need l‘or [ speclallzed shore Crew [or_-m.f""'""“

While some dried cod had been gxported‘dire‘ctly from the toast ol Lébrador |
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B i stéamship (_Smith 1036:17-18, The Mail and Advocate July 10 and 12,71815),

Floaters generally could not dry their fish on the Labrador (see Cl;apter:!), so the
. % R v . : ' i
3’1 fish shipped directly from the coast of Labrador was that thade (i.c. cured)’by the
“ ', stationers. Due to the practice of the merchants ol paying current price (dis-

: : - =

.cussed in more detail in Chapfer 3 and below), the stationers were guaranteed at
o least the price which the merchants paid the fioaters in the fall of the yesr in St. )

John's, and, in fact, the stationers’ would often receive a betier price on the

\ Labrador than would later be paid in St. John's. The ability to disposc of their IR

-~

' ., fish either on the Labrador or at home in Newfoundland wére further advantages

1 P . . - P Cem ' -
which stationers enjoyed over floaters. -

L _’I_"he‘ Class Structure and Relstions of Pr‘odﬂcﬂon. c

- - - yore

o IR - The class structure of Brigus.and the relations ol’ production which dom-

1]

inated its ﬁshery sﬁowed ‘no radical chang‘es‘during.the peri&d'of the comrnlm'it.y’s
decline (1880-1945) - The gradual ‘demise of the planters ﬁshev in Brlgus in this
penod (especially in the latter part of thrs period, 1920 to 1930) was marked not ’
by its repl_acement by some other set.ol' rclatlons of production within the fishery

-

but rather by. the gl;adual d;:c_line -of the ﬂshe'ry aﬁ."d of the community as a whole.

Much the same pattern of decline seems to have marked the other areas of. (5-
,‘ception Bay. : -

A. The Merchants,

I L T
P L O

* The $hift of the mercl;ﬁnt activity froh'n.Brigus to St. Joha's, which had

be?g_un; earlier 'in the century, ooptinued in this period. After J882, with the R
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they operated thirty six traps, with a crew of four or five to a tr'ap_'L and a shoro

crew to handle the curing. They supplied thirty-five planters-who, on average,

would each have had one or two cod traps. Most of the planters were located ] ‘
around Smokey, so when they split F. Jerrett took over most of the supply"‘busi-
j mess (JHA v. 20 n. 1.1905:269) while C.A. Jerrett reported: o
Y i “. .
.j : I live at Brigus and do business there as well as at Indian 'Tickle, Labra-
i dor. T have been connected with the Labrador trade 30 or 40 years, [
did business in Indian Hr. in 1914. 1 had fishermen catching fish for me.. L
\ Outside of that I would buy from any: person I could buy from. I.sup- . o
. ply planters and fishermen as well, I exported fish last year on my own - i
R account. It went abroad by sailing vessels. (The: Mad and Advocate- . S Eh
: June 30, 1915 ev1dence of Charles A: Jerrett) : T T
TR . Ty ) . o gt
PP . . - e L o ,
As late s 1034 C.A. Jerrett had *, between 25 and 30 crews of his“own on' the - 0 &
~ , . coast [ol' Labrador], ‘a8 well as a number of crews whom he will supply " (The *
" ..Guerdtan Aprll 5 1934) oy R
By the énd of the 10303 or the early 19403 C.A. Jerretts buszpess around : '; \\r
. Smbkey seemns to have shrunk conmdera ly, but it was still based on a mix of
.. . [ : . . -{‘:,'
0 g direct production and mercantile activity: . . . K ‘
o - [CA. Jerrett was it?] _ o E - ,
i C.A. Jerrett, that.’s the man, that s it, and he had a blg concern: there, ) B
E B because he could have eight or ten crews, ¢hat's at the main roomawe'd T ,,
- L call it, he ¢ould have eight or ten crews, you know, around -" oo
[That he was aupplymg or that .he was..?} C e L St
Oh, he supplned, yes, he supplled what' ‘was ip lnd:an Harbour, oh ym . ,
- If \ o [o. k. when you say,. 'lns , you mean that they were worklng (pause) he

-
-

owned the boats and the traps and—] - .

- Oh, Jerret_t owned-the whole _works.
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y " "shipped their crews to the Labrador by steamer from the year 1874, They also ‘

left men on'the Labrador Coast to secure cod trep berths for Iollotving year, so it
is clear that it was not their use of sg,"leamera which gnee them sany advantnge in
this respect.(JHA v. 20 hl 1 1005t237). The Bartleus ‘were a.!sofihvolved in the -
supply business, though to .what extent is unclear. "Abrgham Bartlett seems to

. Bhve been exporting Labrador ﬁsh from the coast in the 18703 in their stonmer K ,
the Panther, well before it beeame the regular practice (Board of Trade 99,
Agreements and Crew Lists, series 2, 1874). However, there is no record of them

~ exporting any fish dlrectly l'rom the Labrddor coast el’ter about 1890 \V\th\
Bartlett ‘seems . to have been lnsolvent by 1925 when Capta.m Robert Bartlett o ‘1

L (Wllllams son) bought the property (I'or very llttle) l'rom the supplymg mer- N

. e -
. -
T

chants and - receivers of the msolvent estate (R Bartlett 1934‘7-8) Rohert'

-

Bart.let.t operat—cl' the ste.tlon l'or the 1025 seaaon after whlch it seems to hove'- '

- ., : | _ p_assed out of the l'armlys: hands. It setms that a series of poor seasons end poor*

" prices alox_:lg with diﬂ'ichlties in* getting crews for the station were the causes of -
this (R. Bartlett 1934:7-8). - o _ o

Most of the large scale éuppl‘ying for the Brigus Lahrador fishery 'in " this

' perlodJ!iaa_done from St. John's hy the inrge merehent houses of that elty Untll_ -

.The Ba.nlc Cra.sh of 1894, much, probably most ol' that bus:ness was cerrled on

* Al
on a credrt basns, with the accounts of planters, even large ones, bemg cnrnedi

: over. l'rom year to yee:\The la.rge, usually St. John's, merchent ﬂrms also served

-

. as the planters’ bank_ers. On large expend:tures_ the planters would write out hills

'~ . . on their ._merchapt houses -and if cash was necessary it could be drawn upon from

"










Labrador' premises in the same ares as the Hiscocks. All of these ﬁrms concen-

&

trated their efforts in mereantnle activity rather than the drrect production of

dried eod. . | R ‘ ‘ .l
Captain Edmund Hiscock, the ﬁ'ﬁl)er of LW, Hiscog is reported by Smith

(1936:80) to kiave been a ptanter at Holton in 189‘8 and having-‘:...a cod seine and

three cod traps, also four bulleys or large boatsl tvith‘gaﬂ' sails, expreesly for

—— .
fishing .after the trappmg was over Captain Hiscock ‘may very well have also

- supplied on a small scale ghd purchased dried .cod whereever he could at thrs'

time. Lnter, Smith (1938 04-95) refers to hlm as a merchant. Sometrrne around

. 1005 he seems to have dmded his property among his twor sons, gmng each oneé

‘('of ‘'his two schooners JW Hrscoek hrs property at Comfort Blght and brs.

brother that at Holton

In ‘1887 '-John Munn & Co of Harbou‘f Grace began to‘export 5dried cod

dlrectly from the Labrador codst to the l’orelgn markets and shortly after that the .
. large ‘St. John 3 merchant firms followed suit (Smrth 19368 17-18). By the first

' ’d_ecade of the tgentieth century J.W. Hiscock and.company, as\v.'ell as many of

the other Coneeption Bay merchant ﬂrms, were also exporting dried cod directl)r

'l'rom the coast by steamshrps or sallrng vessels, rather than through St. John s

-and xta‘merchant ﬁrms as they. had done prevrously. In 1907 JW, l-hscock
exported 3300 qulntals from Comrort Blght by a aarhng vessel a qurte small P

: acale of exportmg as compared to C & A Dawe, exportlng 75 458 qumtals from -

the coast and Baine Johnstone exportlng 32 167 qmntals the two largest export-

r T
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. Jertett was the biggest one that was in Indian Harbour, which, I'd say
- ‘he was the biggest on the coast, for crews. Now Hiscock might have :

ik _ supplied a lot of crews, you know, but quite hkely did, quite a lot, but -

EOE Jerrett had them their own, like, on the main room, a.nd then there'd -

| be, probably, eight or ten more, there on their own. (Interview #5)

The primary function o—l' J.W. Hiscocks' room was mercantile, i.‘e. the delivery of

suppli‘es and salt, the collection of fish, the organizatjon of trans.port ete., ratﬁer_

than the direct productlo;"ol' dried cod. As a result ol' this the crew on the mam'
:;:,;'_. . | . room al_w:.:.ys wor}:ed on set wage% with a productlon bonus on the ﬂsh the}r '

S dfrectly produced, rather than on shares. Shares were not: a- sultable l'orm of

-

Gee e wages on the room because much of their time was taken up. thh mercantlle

s L work (1 . delwermg supplles loadmg vessels, ;etc ) and mercantile work cQuld not
U readlly be pald [ shares . & L A Y

_ By 1912 J.W. I-_Ilscock was exporting on average between eleven and twelve

thousand “quintals of dried cod from the coast of Labrador annually apd had

become one of the largest irms doing so. From 1913 to 1917 the firm continued

. -
v
[
41N
-

‘ T
to support .about the same level of exports from the Labrador coast, during a -

period of substantial rises in the price of cod, and by 1917 they were the second-

e

lergest exporter of cod from the Lnbrédor coast. In 1917 J.W. Hiscock moved the
| | - firm to St. Jﬁhn’s and betiveen then and the mid-1920s the ﬁrm reached its max-
:ma in the Labrador ﬁsbery, ‘exporting 24,800 qumtals of cod in 1921 and 38 880

' qumtals in 1922 -and had something over fifty salt accounts

I - . - .y

. N : y

- T ) ¢ In general salt accounts repreaented a ﬂshmg crew hemg supphed hy a Merchant for
"all of the necessiry summer fishing supplies, however, stime of the actounts were for La- ,
brador nalives (i.c. résidents, not necessarily or usualb” Innu .o lnlm) who fished in a .
small way mostly for their own use, and a few otheis weip of mdependent pla.nt.ers who - T
supphed themnselves on a ea.sh hszua for a!! their supplies exeept for ﬂalt (aee lntewlewa #1 SERPEIE /
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After these peak years . the exports hl’ fish by JW Hlscock dropped oIT

dramatjcally and the firm started to limit thelr iupply busmess= In
’ ¥

the perlod

around 1930 the firm, along with most ol' the other Labrador merchants, eut-buck

on the amount of fish they sbipped direct from -thé. Labrador coh.et, sending a

larger percentagg of their fish to St.

p
John’s, where they sold it to the larkerq

-

- export firms based there. By 1933 the Hiscocks stopped shipping directly from B

v € -

the coast (se¢ Reports of the Depar‘tment of Marinie and Fisheries 1925-32). They

b=l -

were\down to supplylng about, twelve crews. and the numbers t.he}r supphed- <On-

A l

tinued to decline t.hereal'l;er.'lo In 1933 in the depth ‘of the depressnon and w1t.h

,..,l'

L

the prlce.and markets for drled cod almost doWu to nothmg, W, Hlseock moifed

‘ -~ back to Brlgus and carr:ed on the busmas l'mm there on the l'ollowmg bn.els

¥ g
1.

" For exempleJ, we had two emall schooners Father (J: W Hiscock) would
. take, he would generally, -that would be the average load’ two small -
. schooners, *he would take one of them and he would sell immediately, {o

: .pay ofl his crews: The othef schooner,load of fish he'd hold and he'd, .

< gamble, wondering if it 4vas going to go up, down, probably he'd settle .
T so‘'many hundred.quintals at a gertiin sile, you know.. He weuldn't,
probably, sell it'all at once, he was just (pause} of course he was

_ . tbrough with it more or less, but that was the custora théy, and how we..
“happened to come back to Brlguel he had.the idea that we'd (pause)
that he d stnll carcy on the same principal, but be thought it would be.a
_good “idea to.build a store, a small store, and store one load:of. fish as
well as ‘pack it and what not, sell the other one dlrect to an}rbod}r that

" was interested in it.
1 vy
7 . N

" and #6).

v

L]
ar
-

bl

- a

10°The frm connnued heWever, aft.er tbe Second. World War by’ buying ﬂsh Irom

around tbe Istand of Newloundiand.
l'

w L}

The firm continues l-oexist. at present,

The L:W. Hiscock firm seems to have operated much as”did the other fish ’

J'
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SO . " merchants frpm around Conception Bay supplying for l-;he‘fLabrac;or fishery. -
These firms differéd from the larger-St. Johr's merchants in that they were not

: generally-ilivolved in the import and wholesale aspects of the trade, though they.

4, . [
- . A were involvdd, at trmes, in the export of dried cod and they were always involved
S in suppiymg for the fishery and in purchasmg ﬁsh from the fishermen. J.W: \

Hiscock, while from Brigus, supplied a partlcular‘a{ea on the Labrador rather

& : :
than the home community (though there were crews from Brigus fishing there as

]

-

well): . L _ ) T ' T

LT . You would think probably that we would supply the people from
o Bngus, hut that isn't ‘necessarily.so. - We suppli¢d the people tbat fished
L in our area on the Labrador, They came from Kingston to Conception’ _
Harbour and probably some on the Labradpr {Interview #2) ; ‘ " ..

L

NI " o | The ﬁrm was mltmlly supplred by the firm of HarVey & Co and later by
A E chkman 85 Co both ol” St John /s, AIter ascertammg the number of erews
+ they wo_uld be supplying for the Labrador ﬁshery, JW, Hlscosk would‘get t_he .

:{:-,; o . | hecessary sugpli_es _l'rom:their‘supplyiri_g merchant in St. John's on credit, to be

'psid ‘ut the end'or the_season in fish or cash. Some of the sup'plies would be, :

~ .

o delivered to the planters and th% crews at Brrg;us or Carbonear Most of the

- T

El

: . R . su*pphes however, would be delivered to t.he crews on the Labrador — .

W
3 L]

5 _.,-f.\ N L On the Labrador the gear necessary for’ the summer ﬁshery would be
delwered a.long wlth the salt necessa‘ry for curing the ﬂsh caught The Hlscocks P
' . . _store, along wlth those of other _merghants, ot the Labrador also served as a,gen- -7

-eral store _[or.supl_)lies._ The de!iverj'.of the fish would he taken on the Labrslior '

N . . S

‘ - " *" by the Hiscocks and the price paid, whether to their own crews or thode

- sy o
o T
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.. ~ independent of them, was the current price, though a bonus over current price

T

mlght be paid to, for exemple, secure the figh necessary to finish loo.dmg 3, stea-

The planters and t'helr crews would be paid with a cheek or cash if there
was a balance due to them (whlch there usually was, especlally toﬁ the crew), "' Yes,
th‘e-me_rchant .wiould give you a cheqlte, or sometimes he,d pay you in cash.”

(Interview #4). In October or November they would settle up with thelt crews i

. and supplying merchant.-

Many (see E. Antler.i?SI, S. Antler 1675, Sider 1988) have viewed the

a © essence Sr' merchant profits ahd-coqtrol as otiginating in their ability tQ.rhnnipu-
late the price they baid the fishing families for the dried cod whihh’thé}‘produeed .

a9 well as in the sale of the fishing supphes and necessariesto-the fishing families,

::-" ina system Iabelled the truck system (S. Anﬂer 1975: 42-43) As was mentloned
' in Chnpter 2, seemingiy, the only concerted‘attempt by the merchants around |

»

Conceptlon Bay-to 1mpose truck proper {i.e. the payment of wages in. goods) was
. I.' .

attempted‘= m 1830 and was del’eated by concerted polltleal actlon by the ﬂshmg-\

servants at that tlme In the period dealt with in thls chapter the Conceptlon

Bay merchant’s operatmg in the Ln.brador ﬂshery, ol' whom J. W Hlscobk lS an

example, do not aeem to’ heve ever systematlca.lly apphed anythmg like, the truck -

system:” T .
. 10. K. So when you were supplying you ‘would be makmg : profit’ both o
S . off what you were supplying and.(pause) off the fish business, sellmg T

fish, exportmg fish. Whlc‘h hall’ did most of the profit come from?]

Oh, the fish. Now there was in pleces (pause) in my tlme lt was - -
different here now, further north in Newfoundland, ﬂshermen {(pause)
l've heard of it, I was ;ather surprised, that they never saw a doHar, it,

» . . ’ T
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. on the Avalyn and in the near area, they were paid off with a cheque in
the fall of the year, they could do what they liked with it and what ‘not
{pause) go where they would and (pause) you know. But in other cases
I have heard of them, where the planterman or the shareman really
never saw a dollar, it was all barter. (Interview #1)

wag all a h§rter business. But here (pause) probably it would be hegé
1

While the crews which were supplied by merchants such as J.W. Hiscock gen-
erally opq:tted under the standard shipping papers, delivering all of their fish to

their supplying merchant, the operstion of current price insured that they would

still receive approximately the same price as was being received by independent

-

planters for thejr fish. Any planters who were in debt to their merchant for more
than the value of his season’s production was, in theory, obligated to ship all of «
his fish to his supplyihg merchant, In practice howevér, the merchants found it

nearly 1mp0951b1e to enforce this in a situation where there were. mdepeudent

plnnters selhng thelr ﬁsh and merchants wslhng t(\buy fish with no- questlons

r
askcd:

E IH couldn’ t bu)»r my" supphes in the spnng\gf the year, I'd: g‘o to you and
you'd give me everythmg, new [ had to sign my name then that I'd glve
you my fish,

[I see, . did anybody ever try to get around that sell a httle ﬁsh for casht- .
to other people if they could, or (pause)'?}

My, I've.sold, Ive sold hundreds of qumta!s We did, lots or times,.
we'd, now: with the fish all gone, and when we’d g0 down in the morn-
~ ing, the stage would be-half full, again. Perhaps forty quintals, twenty
. quintals, wha.t ever he could get away thh see, .
- . [Oh'Isee)].
And we'd go home and sell that. - S : !

(I s'eé,‘ so he'd sell it to you or would you sell it forhim?

'
-
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Oh no, we'd go on over and sell it and it would be, ho'd [ merchant]
give us the receipts, and our (inaudible) would actually gwo it to t.he
other fellow. (Interview #8)“

Prices for dried cod and supplies were n?t. adjustable on the individual fevel

as prices paid for fish in the Labrador .ﬁshery‘v?cre always current price. Mer-

chants who attempted to pay less than current price when settling up in the fall -

would soon find that they had little or no dried cod in the following year, *'If Mr.

Munn had given more than $3.60 we would have given the same. It would have

v

- T
worked against us another year otherwise.” ( The Mail and Advocate July 12, 1015
evidence of James Rorke, Sr.). While current price was set by merchfhr_xts.' as a
whole, it could not be set by the individual ‘merchant' nor for the 'fﬁdividual

. planter or servant so as to insure that the end of season balance. wis always in

‘tht.a/ }nerchhntfs favour. . . )
Cﬂr}eﬁt pr'i'ce “in the early -tWentieth c'ent.l.iry ivas sohetimés set by the
| :

major merchant ﬁrms in concert whlle at other txmes, especl:ﬂly when the price of-

cod was nsmg, it was set under competltwe condltlons

w { .
I am senior-partner in the firm of .Iame's-Rorke & Sons. Been doing
" business at Labrador for at least three generations. Personally [ have
had 52 years experlence Was enga.ged in t.he business last year - 1914

When ﬁrst. I went into the bdsmess there never was any quest.lon -of the
- price of fish until the planters came home and began to settle up, then
the price was settled by the large exporters of fish such as Ridley,
. Munn, Donnelly, Baine Johnston; Duder, Job. About 35 years ago‘ther_e
was,somegvarigti'dn. At.that time the merchants received a stipulated

4

11 The informant here was' ap Gdependgn't planter who supplieci himsell’ on a cash’

|
M
e
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[O.K. So when you were supplylng you would be making & proﬂt both
-off what you were supplying and (pause) off the fish business (pausc) sel-
. ling fish, exporting fish, which hall did most of the profit come from?)

Oh, the fish. [| But you did (p’auae) naturally, you're not going to sell
supplies (pause) witlrout a .profit. .If you could get a profit and of course
the profit, as far I’'m concerned, was the profit you made on your fish, if
anything. {Interview #1}) ' r

No, 1 mever considered the profit to lie on the supply, it was the profit
on the fish that 1 worked on. (Interview #2) (see also The Masl and
Advocate July 3 and 9, 1915, “Current Price of Codfish - Lorenzo
Noseworthy vs. William A. Muan - Supreme Court.”)

.

All of these merchants, from those on. the seale-of Nicholas’ Smtth to thoae
the size of C.A. Jerret.t and J.W. Hiscock we:'e]sxmllar in that in operating as sup-
pliers for the fishery tbey were in turn supplied by the large merchautewholesulors
such a3 Bame Johnstone Job Bros., Harvey & Co., and AE chkmnn & Co , all
of St. John 8. As well as supplymg these smaller, outport merchants, the ln.rge ]
ﬁrms were the l'ormers dlrect competrtors both in ‘the supply busmess a.nd in pur-:'
eha.smg dned cod rro}n mdependbnt plantera and from planters supphed by other .
merchan_t.s. The main dlﬂ:‘erence in’ the economic relationships <J.lem:ll t_.he outpo_rt-
m‘elrchants had I'w‘ith the St. .Johnt"s merchant-\l_;hbleaalers. stud'that which the
planters had with these saine‘ merchanbwholesalers wag tlmt the -merchant-
- merchant relatlonshlps were ‘not governed by the law of current supply, meamng .

tha.t a merchant supp!ymg someone mvolved prlmanly in supplymg dlrect pro- -

ducers was not a prwnleged credltor in ‘cases ol‘ msolvency (see Decmam 1820-
_ ~. .

R

- ,1345:20-57). -







. . ’ P B LR T YR T LTS PR s . . . B T, e
e e e :'..e-._-,b L A 3 L A T AT AT e TR [Rtnr TE RS Tl
TR : L PN T T FETR R R TS N T A1
: . . Tl o Tt T ot Wt
N e : .

.»chants contxnued to be involved in dlrect productlon and the pomt at wlnch one - ','-"i‘:

'~ 180 .

*i.e. hiring of the officers and crew, decisions about whén and where 'the'hunt

would take place, ete. (R. Bartlett 1929:130). Howevet, most of those plantors
who bad been masters of sailing sealers either le_ft the s:al ﬂshery altogether or
joined the ranks of the common sealers.!4 The Bank Crash of 1894 and, more-
importantly for the Brigu'(planters, the fatlure of many ‘of the large 'naerchant p
ﬁrms {who served tbe function of the banks for many of the outport planters)

whlcb accompanred it was a Iurth setback Ior the planters (R. Bartlott

1028:66-101, Lench 1925:16).

Despite these changes and setbacks, the Brigus planters remained capitnliats1
though often on a qu'it-e. small st:-ale..lﬁ They continued to own, control and havc-
an eﬂ'ectwe monbpoly over the means of productlon, and remamed dependent on-
blred labour for thelr productro% As capltahsts they are often dlll'cult to

separate l'rom merchants both because some of tlie larger scale planters contlnuad'-

to serve as supphers to other planters on the slde and because the Bngus mer-

L

. or tbe other form of capltaltst actmty (r e direct productlon or mercantlle [

actmty) came t.o domrna.te is both unclear Tn most cases and in any case, could.

wvary from year to yedf,

-

W The*a were never any more than 30 stzamers in the seal ﬂuhery whnle there had heen
many as 400 saiting vesaels, :

15 As was characterrstrc of nmeteenth century capltalum even in‘England (see Sarnuel )
1977). - ,
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cents per quintal es freight on all fish caught during the season, and also pﬁying

freight on all cod oil.” (Smith 1038:99). During these same years Nicholas Smith

also worked off and on as the master of schooners sent down to the Labrador by

the different merchant bouses and as a buyer of cod and cod oil for different mor- ;
’ _ ‘ S e
chant firms. '

- _ . )
) Though both as a planter and, later, as a small seale merchant Nicholas

Smith was.being supplied by Job Bros. & Co., he did not always, or-even mostly,

offered him the best price or, i’ current prlce was all that was offered, then to the

ﬂ;erchafnt firm which was the most convenient for him. The fact that -he’.hnd
been supplied by JoB :Bros &' Co:; cn cradit; .and had beén -shibped down to th'e‘ '
. Labrador by C A Jerrett dld not obhgate hlm, by custom or by lnw t0r aell his

= fish to elther of them An incident !'rom 1905 lllustrates thts (Smlth 1936: 128-29) L
RATA T B ) . . . . y . B . a
‘ .'Mr Kennedy from Avondale was. loadlng 8 steamer at Kavanagh Tlckle C v
with 14,000 quintals of fish, and hearing that I had almost a thousand . . -~ .7
, qulntals on the bawn ready for shipping he sent Lis agent, ‘another Mr,- " -
Kennedy, down to Cutthroat to know if I 'would sell. He offered me 20
A , cents per quintal over the current price or $4:00. [per qmntal], and-I was
S ~, quite surprised at this offer,. for Mr. Johi had told me in a recent letter  * ~ - .
B _ " that the -price of fish would be no more than $3.50 off ‘the coast.7 1 \ oo
: ' - could not decide at once, and asked Mr. Kennedy to give me l‘orty-eight ’ :
ek .hours’ grace before deciding, but I-told him that it Was most probable I
T . " would accept his offeg, *In-the. meantime, I went to Smokey and saw Mr.
Jerrett, and told him that Mr. Kennedy" had offered me $4.00 per guin- .
I tal. He rephed *I cannot pay you that, and | don’t blame you for sel--
T lmg to the hest bldder, I wot‘ld do so myself »

. ?‘r
L] - . . "I
. . . PRI
. : . - o - —‘: . A .
- . . . . o T
A
.
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17 That is.sold on the Labrado# cout;_' - . ' ‘ o T
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the 1930s.

. the .Dcpartmcnf of Marme and thcr:es (1304 56-57)
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{Slo I'went to the [Marconi] Station and wired Mr. Job the information
* that 1 was offered $4.00 from Mr. Kennedy for my whole voyage. 1
received a wireless.from Mr. Job advising me to accept Mr. Kennedy's
offer, and also congratulating me on the first wireléss message ever sent

. fTrom Smokey.

On the third dey Mr. Kennedy came down again to know il I had
deeided to sell my fish, and I told him that I'had decided to do so, with
one provision. He asked me what it was and I replied, ‘‘Should the -
price of ﬁsh off the coast.be 34. 00 per quintal, are you.prepared to pay
me $20 over that price on my whole voyage?' After thinking-a few
minutes he sald that it would be all rlght a.nd that he would do so. '

Mr. Kennedy congratulated us on our success and on the qua.lzty of the

—/——ﬁm——"‘ﬁslrand said to me, “Naw, Smith, we have your fish, and you can have

your money in gold or.notes, whlch ever you prefer.” ‘| replied, “I don't
want cash, sir, your cheque will do -me just as well.” He then gave me
his cheque for nearly 84, 000 00 fo wh:ch I thanked him very .much.18

In'1912 while. continuing to operate with his own crews, Smith worked asa

-

dcnler for Job Bros, supplying’ seven crews (bemde his own two) in the Cuthroat

_ aren. Sometlme after the F irst- World Wer he seems to heve completely with-

drawn from the supply business and he. had retired altogether from thé ﬁshery by -

"~ Most of the Brigns planters were, however; not on the -scale of Nicholas

Smith and in particular, were not involved Qn any signiﬁeant scale of mercantile

-

activity. Nonetheless they drﬂ‘ered from Smrth in size Tather than kind. ’I‘hese

" -

plnnters were only lnvolved 1n fishing, usually with only one crew of between five |

, nnd ten members These planters owned a room on the Labra.dor c'oast and

‘8 Thla also illustrnteu the competltron whrch the merchanta entered into_ in thelr at-

'tempte to lond Qeamers for foreign markets quickly. Grenfoll (1000: 317) descr:bes similar

competition among buyets on the Labrador at about the same permd see also chor!e af




i .84
\ o cam not all, of the ﬁshmg gea.r necessary to carry out the ﬁshery They were
< o
\ st commonly supphed by the local (i.e. as defined by the locallty on the Labra—

dor more than in terms of their home communities} merchants on credit; -though

#

" some supplied themselves (i.e. paid for their supplies in cash), usually in St.,
\John’s. Many of these planters worked, as Smith did for a while, as crewmee‘ in
the seal fishery, going each spring to St. Johr's to obtain a berth. Others took

on other jobs in-'i:‘h'e\the winter and spring, either as employers, employaes,“or

: indepefidently. o _ o \

With the dying out of their seal fishery carried out in sailing vessels the

»

Brigus. planters seem to have increas‘in"gly come to channel their efforts and /-\

b

investment into the L‘a]:)radbr fishery. While a few of the planters used their seal- o

ing vessels in the coasting trade, more seem to havé disposed of their sealing'. Lo

- . vessels, which they had used _aa.ﬂoatefs onthe Labrador during the summer, and

- switcbed' to stationing of the Labtador. As was, outlined above, during the '
<9 . . . . oo . ' )
period when the m}plber of floaters fishing on the Labrador from Brigus was in
. L decline, i.e. ffom 1880, there was an increase in the amount of fish caught at the

Liabrador by Brigus planters operating as 'atetioners. .

This incréase in, the quantity of cod caught by the Br-igils_ planters 0'n~.the
Labrador took piace', laowevei, in’the context of a dramatic decrease in both the
overall populatlon of the comm.unlt and the number of people in the commuml:)r

' mvolved in ﬁshlng (both abaolutel;Xnd relatwely see Tables 13 and 18). Thls .
~ =

- mcrease in lgbour productmty must be a.ttnbuted to. the introduction n.nd rapld

adoption of the cod trap by the planters ‘of Brigus. Wiile @here were uq' eod
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;.i;_,. traps in Brigus in 1873, by 1883 there were 119, in 1890 there were 107, and by B :

1600 there were 142 all of which were used in the Labrador fishery, The rapid

adoption lof the cod trap in the Brigus, and Conception Bay, Labrador .ﬁshery oan. -

- 4

. be taken as further evidence of the continued vitality of the planter ﬁsh‘ery.and\

counter-proof to- the theory of dernise of plhnterg‘ fishery in the first- half of the

S ' / - nineteenth century. ' - . . . '
"f';.. v ” ’ ) ] . -
' Voo *  The cod irap was a new‘and' necessary investment for the planters of Con-

ceptidn Bay who, ﬁnding their fishing-sealing schooners less and less ﬁroﬁtable, -

o could have been pushed ount of the ﬁshery by family ﬁshmg operatl.ons 19 Whlle ‘
gl . : the’ planters who had opermﬂoaters on the Labrador had always owned all
o :nspects of the ﬂshm_g opgraﬂx_ons, _1.e. lines, boats, stages, etc., it was theéir agcess
o o schooners which ﬁvas_celz_ttral.tb thelr position as capitdlists. Oth_er.than thc:z :

# . ' ) Lt |‘..'

' 'schooners necessary. to get -to and from the LabradOr, the equlpment' for fishing

1

qun- the Lu.brador, essentmlly the same equlpment called for in the Newfoundland

'mshore ﬁshery, was not very expenswe and was well within the capital resources]
+ - of a nucléar famlly, requiring no more than two or three persons for a crew. usin
L handlines,20 = ‘ ’

TN

-

B0 .« 1% In wheat farming in North America, at about the same time, large seale capitalist
S - larming was displaced by family based farms; the origins of this change can be found-in -
Lot Co . certain, teehnologfcal changes along with aggess to land such that it became aim&sb like . L
© fish, i.e.n common pmperty resotirce (see Fr:edmnnn 1978) . e,
_ 20 Becnuse tl:e method of curing fish on the Lahrador (see below) dld not reqmre the . :
) .. constant -attention .necessaty for shore cured; light-salted, dried cod- (see E. Antler s
T ©o- 7 1981:100-18, 137-44) Lhe shore crew ;enerally -employed on the Labrador was mlmmal o

. _.__...—l—'

rom N ’
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-A Labrador schooner, on.the other hand, was an inJes_tment. which was
I;.\eyom_i“ the capital resources of most tﬁmilies and was the Iynch-pin which.
o alLowed the planters to operate as ca‘p.ital.ist.s, i.e. to control the.means of produc-

tion. With the dying out 'o[‘ the profitablity oi' the Labrador schooners and the

-

o

introduction of steamships for transportation td and Trom the Labrador coast,

ere was the possiblity of family based fishing crews, supplied by merchant Arms .

and shipped there on their steamships, coming to dominate the Labrador sta

" tioner fishery (see JHAv.20, n.1 1905:223). . /

If there was the possiblity of the-replacement of the overtly capitalist planiter
‘fishery by a family based one, end this does seem to have been at least a possi-

blity, then it would seem that the essentially fortuitous introduction of the cod

A

trap served to arrest.such a replacement, to cnsure the continued dominance of

-

the Labrador stationer fishgry by planters, and to allow that fishery. to remain

essentially and Gvertly capitalist. Thete were three- attributes of ‘the cod trap =~ j-'?-";

which served to reinforce the planters’ fishery at the Labrador, j First, the cost of
. . * . y

a cod trap, while not quite as expensive as a‘new schooner, was still a consider-
. } . ¥ . . 's

able investment. The price of.a new cod trap was between three and four hun-
) _'dr.ed doll;rs and stayed that way from its invention through the Second Worl& /
N War. -T_he account-book of a merchant from Bx_'ig-us (’G.C‘. Jcrrctt"Afcount‘Book)'. L
lists tl_Je pl:'ice of & new cod trap in 1882 as 80 pounds, which would be cquivalent
to 3320, Durgin (1908:26) reports the price of a cod trui) as $400 in 1005, and
Junek (1937:28) reports it t:o be hetween three and four hundred dollars in th‘e

r

1930s (though hefore the Great Depression the price seems to have risen to about
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- 11000 see R. Bartiett 1934: 15) Comparetwe!y, the a.verage wage of a shipped -

| (le on- set wages) crewman was $100, wfule a crewman paid in shares would
teceive around $200 (if cod was fetching $4.00 per qumtal and his shere equaled- _ .1
50 qumtals ot drred cod) in"a good summer. Neis (1080 39) places the p{{e/e of a

~ hew cod ‘trap as snmller to thet of a small used- schooner The costs involved in .

-

. operation' of a cod trap‘ ﬂshery were further infteased as the average crew seems -

to have taken two cod treps down to the Labrador as insurance against the possi- |
ble losa of a trap or 3 poor run ol‘ ﬁsh‘(see Smlth 1938)..° o |

Second the cod trap demanded a larger crew’ thnn was neeessary l'or a crew

'usmg hand-llnes excluswely (R‘yan 1971: 112 3 end in a shghtl}r dlﬂ'erent situa-

tion; Bnl.an 1974:43-4). To handle a cod trap= reqmred a crew of a.t least four
.o \ ‘ ' oS . .o . . o
persons and the average fishing crews, esing only one trap WbUe#%l;lefﬁsh. were . B

running, were composed of-at least six.or sev:eri men snd, usually, a"¢ir! to handle-

"+ . the cooking and __cler:ming tasks ofi shore. As such the cod trap would have

strained the‘hu‘rn‘;i_‘n tésources of ﬁshieg: er'ews\based on the nuclear or extended
w7 family, .This-»woul‘d have beengespecially the cese in "the_'erea:c;f study 35 there

» ~ was little i.l‘ an}«tredjrierl of crews based on the exteﬁded family .inr the .Brrgus
S _l;nbrn-do—r stvnti'on_e.r ﬂs‘hery.-' On :he other hand. fishing é’re\fs base'd dn,_ essenrial.ly;‘ .

B

S : cnpit'alist relations of production “(the ‘tradiltio‘nal' orgnnizntion of the Brigus -
Labrn.dor ﬂoater and aeal ﬂlherxes) did not need to be srgmﬁcnntly nd;usted to’

3 ednpt to the Labrﬁdor statroner ﬂshery usmg- cod traps o e e

-

: Thlrd_,‘ the lncree.sed yleld,s whlcl:} the cod trap p_rdduced_ meant that tlhe‘

.' " owages which a fisherman could expect from working for I;zl.‘plarlter using n cod _ L
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‘trap would at least be competitive with what he could expect when working on

his own with hook and lin'e and the risks involved would be constderably reduce:i.
Ina good season at the Labrador a ﬁshlng crew usmg handlmes, operatlng in

partnershlp, could expect to produce betwcen 50 nd 60 qumta!s o, dned cod per

ﬁshmg crew-member Whlle each of the crew mémbers would recewe n full sharel .
'(1e 50 to 60 qmntals) From that each would havd to- pay their share oI‘ the
| expenses of. the summers ﬁshmg vo:r'age (ﬂshmg genr, whlch would be less tham

fOr a trap crew food salt; travel down to the Labrador' etc.), as well as takmg,' .

-~

". the risk of not mnkmg enoug;h l'rom the fish to cover the cost of their outﬂt l'or

. )

the fishery. *On ‘the other hand,fa good season- for & cod trap crew-would produce

around 100 quintals per crew mat, ol' which the price paid for half of which (i.e.

50 quintals) would go to each of the lﬁembers of the fishing crew. Unlike the

crew working as partners, lioweve}, the -‘expegjes of the summer fishing: voyage -

were~the responslbhty of -the planter rathe} than of the crew. 'Il"the crow

o

"~ members had been hlred ot ‘set wages (i.e :l' they were ehtppcd’) then they would

be pmd regardless of the proﬁtabllty of the summer voyage, and ir the crew

: members were h:red on shares then- they wpuld at least not be responslble l'or any - ‘

.' expenses, beyond thelr small peraonal outﬁt thelr crop,“ and they would- not he

- - L3

'responmble even for that if the voyage was a compl_etc l‘ni!ure.

The ultimaté_detnise of the plenters' ﬁshery: of Brigus (i.¢.- the Labrador

o

T | . ' -

, : | .
2l The ciop,-or crap, supplied in the [.abrador ﬂshery seems to have follewed the same . .
pattern ‘a8 tl'lat employed in the seal fishery (see above). ; . :
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fishery), was not ma_rked by its replaceme'nt' by a family baed ﬁgh‘ery in which

“...cach fisherman contracts with.the merchant individuslly for supplies at the
stert of the season, and settles up individually with the merchant at the end of
__the season. (S:Antler 1975'44-48‘see-also E. .Antler 198‘1:44-48‘ 100, 117-21). - . ;-_I

i E nghllghtmg th;s is that in the depressxon ol’ the 19305 there Was -a temporary, - N
e chnnge to relatlons ol’ productlon whlch were snmllar to that as&lgned to the fam- .-
. ‘1lyﬁshery: ~ R .
'Oh no, no, no, no, it was all one’ account it was all'one account ‘The
. oid, the owner, 3r the plnnter, he would be cba.rged up with the §'J It and
* what not; but he'got half the voyage, as as you know, and then he got his : X
share. of the other half. That was the old time sharmg (pause) thing, A
but when things got very, very had, for a few years, they changed that - s
system. 1t -was one of our ﬁshermens idea, because they were getting
nothing at all, while the sharemen ‘were gettlng (pause) comparatively
good, compara.twely better than the certain ‘(inaudible), but it was
. nothing just the same, but then they supplied with a'company account.
‘There was a shnte there was. a company account, every thing that was
.used during the Yoyage, for the fishing say, was charged to the company
: account such as ‘gasoline and what not, and 1 think lines and and .
. jiggers, they were also charged there, but not his trap twine, that- ‘went -
_to the, that was his personal responmbhm because he got a, he .,got a o
share for that, and then, wbnt was left over, they all shared equally, N
you know i : . L

-[So that the sklpper dldn't huve to tnke the loss.|.

He dldn ¢ dldn‘t have to take the loss 88 he, as 'he dld before because

~ that was what was happemng A lot of those skippermen would come
" home and then, well the sharemen would have a scant few dollars left,
' you know: What could you expect to have for 2 I'ew dollars? - [Intervle\v.
" L

HoWever, thls change, whlch took place in the rmd-19303 was both extraordmary

»

h ; o \ and temporary, chsappearmg wlth the r:se in pnces whlch took place towurds the’

\ond oI‘ the 10303 and the start of the Secoud World War.

¥ ‘]l ‘-.
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h-@_‘ clcn.nmg of seal sklns, were elther ¢ut hsclf drastlcelly or drsa.ppesred alto ether‘ -

" »
.

"
L]

| which-had been ,'thei-sbsre scheme in place on the sailing vessels, to two thirds on

_ the stenmers (see Ryan 1971:22-5). The increased competition for sealing biths

-could do to mcree.;e, those returns.

i - 171-

: Brigns in 2 numbey of ways. ‘While many sealers who had served as crewmen on

. tht?_B?igus sailing seal vessels journeyed each spring to St. foh_n‘s for berths on

the steam sealers, the condition of their work changed in a number of import'snt

s

reSpects The steamers brought a sharp decrease in the number of sealmg bertbs,'

they contlnued to decresse through the Second World War Wit thls decrease

m sealmg berths the competltlon lntenslﬁed among sealers for them Becaus ol

tlns, snd hecsuse ol’ the mcreased product;wty ol the steamers, the merc ant

= K v .
1. ownlers of the steamers could’ increase their share ‘of catch from the one hall',-

» v Teop .

e

also scems to have allowed the owners tG increasé the fees for berths. On bpard

,

the steamers, the gunners—sealers, who provided their own sealing guns and trad-

- itienally did not pay for thelr berths—also seem to have disappeared.
The d‘e"mise of the -Brigus seal fishery elso meanf that ancillary employnients
¢ ,

whlch the seel ﬁshery had provided in tbe commumty, such as longshore ork‘ '

- e

vessel constructlon and- repair; coopering, the mnnul’scture of seal oil, and the
‘- b

(L Chel’e 1924 16' Ryan 1971:22-5, o5) As a reSult of these chenges the fishing . ~

scrvan’ts, llke the planters, were l‘orcod to depend more on thelr returns ‘from the

e T

summer Labredor cod ﬁshery Unlike the planters, however, there was llttle they

N S \"

The reeponse ol’ the Bngus workmg class: was emlgrstron Thls emlgrstlon m

r Search ol' employment was elther on a temporury basls, to worlt on the rellway,'

-
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‘tend_ency of- workers from-these distric.ts to emigrate to ﬁnti wage‘worlr in the
L © United ; States is probably to be found in the greater concentratlon of wnge'l
. abourL in those dlstncts and the greeter d/gree to whlch overtly cnpltnllst reln- _ . : a
tlons of productlon dommated A.s such workers l'rom these dratrlcts, Iu.ekmg any-. D]
s:g‘mﬁcant capitdl mvestments in the ﬁshery and belng habltunted to the dlsclp-
'lme of 3 wage lnbour (see below), probably found lea.vnng the fishery and adnptmg‘

to: t.he worklng condltnons found on the Umted St.at.ee Eastern scnboard much': S

easier than would heve been the case if they had been independent small produc- .
. K4 B ' ‘ : "
ers.

For those who remained in Brigus and the Labrador fishery the com_iit.iorls of

work and relations of p‘roduction remained mueh the san.le as they had before

Those workmg l‘or the planters in the ﬁshery were still, at least in the courts (see

Decmons 1884- 1896‘ 1897: 99-103 Decmona 1807-1903 1905:20-30- Deca-

!
afons... 1004-1911. 1912 165-68), referred to a8 ﬁabmg servants, though in populnr'

-4.-

usage the term servant was often used to dlstmgmsh those work:ng; on set wnm'
from those worklng on shares (see Smith 1036 44) Payment ol' fishing servaqts b

: contlnued to be in. the form of get wages, ahares, or ahrpped eharea, as’ had heen

deecnbed in Chapter 2.2 S

.

o Sll' erfred Grenfell {1900: 310—11) reported tbnt “The sbnreman in this country usu-

ally, agrees for “half bis band.” That is, the eatch {s divided by the number of men, fn-

- cluding the owner or planter, and each sharemdn gets half a share, 'He has no expenses '

except clothing. Often the planter cannot, however, obtain men on.these terms, and Is

obliged to ‘take,n full-share man, These men feed and clothe themselves and provide their

“ own salt, but take a full share of fish.” -1 have found no other reports this practice for .. S

the Labrador Ashery carried out from Conception Bay. At best it was Yery rare because - T

_+ il it took place to any’ slgnigeant extent there would -have been very little reason for the Lt

C planters to operate, with no'return to them for elther their. eapltal nor tor the risks they
took in taking out suppl!es T : : . ,
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AL The decline of the Labrador floater fishery, the introduction of the cod trap, .

. and the generally low prices for dried cod which marked this perfod non'etheléss, _

-

had some aﬂ'ects on the condrtlons of work in the Labrador ﬁshery, especlally for-

'_‘ women Whlle the condltrons of work in the Labrador ﬂdﬁh\s and stetroner -

ﬂsherres Were very similar for the ﬁshermen, there was a declme in the specra‘hzed

shore crews as a result ol’ the lqtroductxon Of the cod trap (see above) whlle‘ the

i-

dechne end leter dlsappearance of the ﬂoa.ters, who tradltlonslly brouﬂ'ht their

a—

fish back to Newfoundland to be dried, resulted in the eventual d:sappearance of
' those work units whlch had drled the ﬂoaters ﬁsh on their return to Brigus. -

Much of this‘work had been'done by women and by, at least, the 19205 women’s

-

direct work in LE fisher}r geems to have mostly been conﬂned to working as

cooks ot the Lab dor, work whlch did not enta;] worlnng at curmg the ﬁsh

[Oh yee, did they only cook and ‘such _or did they, or were. they elso |

expected to help makmg the fish?) e

No, all-they, were shlpped for was to cook but ‘some ol’ them were ]ust
the same as & man because, all hands were alike at that time and when

Ky they, when the men would go-in the stage and they'd go too.

[I see,  but even though they did thet they never went.on shares, dld
they?] . :
No ) they d1dn t. No, well wrthout the sklpper gmng them a {ew dollers
after e .

6

[l ‘seg, Do you thlnk they, would they have preferred to go on shares,

do you think or (peuse)?]"

, Wellldare say they would-he L R

[Yea but the)r wouldn t couldn't do lt uh?]

Well at thet tlme, I don’t know, it was hke all a woman wag 8 woman,




and now, of course, they, haif of the fellows gomg now, they wnnt the |
"women to work." (Interv:ew #6)

[And what about if he'had a girI cooEing, she'd go on shanes or wageé.?] .
No, he was responsnble to pay’ her wages generally In my oplmon all '
" the glrls were wages, but it eouTﬂ be beecause lotg of (pause) lots. of-
worien went to La.brador years ego, Il tell. you' they were as good in -
" the stages (pause) as a man, I had a cook, I remember, one year myself
~ that, oh, every cbance she’ d get, if the ﬁsh was plentlful and the’ buys' B
‘were ‘busy at-the stage, well; she says, 'If 1 didn’t have to get mug-up,’
she said, ’I’d go down to the stage and give them a lift,' and [ said, I'll-
get mug-up.'. Well, she said, "You givé me your rubber clothes and !ong.
rubbers, she says; 'I'll'go, you can get mug-up.’ That’ happened more*
than ance, but not every girl. It depended on the {pause) yon know,
.they wéren't obliged to do-it (patme], but that was her glory. (Interview

#1)%

L]
[

While the character of working relations betweeri the fshing servants and

their skipper, usually the planter, in the ara before the twentieth century is gen-

erally undocumented, the netﬁre ‘of those rela.tione, as existed in the Brigus -

Labrndor"ﬁshery, are available for this century-and, as the relnpiens of producﬁon

‘.remained. the same, it can be reasonably assumed that they were similar.to those - -

that existed previonsly. ” , -

"I"he character'of the: werking relaiions for ti:le famiiy based or tradu’h‘onal'
. Newl‘oundland ﬁshery which, has been presented in much af the nuthropolog:cal‘ .
litergture is essentmlly non-authontermn, egalitarian, and non-hlerarchlcnl .

between skipper and crew (Britnn ,l'{l-?-l:l-li.l-dd; Faris 10?2:104-0_5; and _Nemecll

by

. - . T ey f- .
. . N - .
23 In the case of women cooks, payment in set’ wages indicates that they were not

“treated a8 full Aedged members of the fishifg crew.




L
L . 1980:330-38). Fhris (1972:104-05), in describing the organization of fishing crews

g o - onthe n'orth-east coast of N'ewfoundland writes: ) . R ( o
i
o The status of slnpper ‘carries o real authonty, however no matter who
B, T fills the position. This has; in fact, cavised considerable dlﬂ" culty in cer-
e © - tain circumstances where there had been the necéssity to make a bind- |
' mg decision, and the avoidance of oveiteleadership has made even the - .~ ° .
‘most rudlmentary decmlon -msking a p\"oblem The times that I'was
W e T _out with them, it was usnally the-less accomplished and mexpenenced.._ '
o -+ shareman who decided such basic issues as ‘wher- to haul (the cod traps):
T <" 7 :~.and when to tome'in, even ghough e, being an- outsider, was much less"
o R familiar. with the ﬁshmg grounds and took only 8 shareman 3 part of the -
. voyage. ! -
. , : ]
The gemeral character of th:e relations between the planter-skipper and his

-

crewmen: in ‘t‘he ﬁrigus Labrador ‘fishery. was, on the contrary, quite explicitly

hierachical and atthoritaria:
. - He was skipper.yes, ohi, yes. I couldn't have (pause) if I said to Liwelyn
e - {the planter], “Well now come -on “and put our traps out.”” No, I'
kS IR ~" couldn't say that. . If anythmg happened it'd be my fault. Skipperman

o : had all the say. e _ ‘ '#‘*\3

s\ i . I was down to Labrador], [ was twenty summers I suppose. Down,

' " ' that’s in Sandy Islands. I was four summets in Sandy Islands ‘alto-
gother ‘Down Horse Harbour, Emily Harbour, [inaudible) Tickle. Yes 1
'was “with all ‘themn skrppermen 1 was: four summers wlth some, two
summers, snd some 1 wouldn't go with them at all, they was tgo

) , T cranky. (MUNFLA Ms 76-128) _ D - “"-_I:

[O.k.; and would you, 1!‘ you were a sklpper man would you, you'd end
TP, knowing, like, you wouldn't hire just anybody you'd have to, would .
: you know them before youd want to take them with you, either
D " shnpped OLahares?] -~ . : . . B
T et e e A
.. .No, no; I wouldp't wont to l_[n.ow'.m oo s
"M Wantis being uaéo h'ere.—as. it co'rl'rrrronly in in New'fo'und’land, in the senss of to need, .
rather-than to desire. In raot most of this man's Brew were men he did know. =~ ) ' Lo

-~ B ' ' . ' . ) - r " . . . ° -




No?} | - "

No, and if he wasn't satisfa.c't.ory you could get rid of him.
[0.k. or {do} anyﬁling you told him {a shareman} to do. ]

- Or anything you t.old him to do. Without, no, no, there was certain )
" gtuff that you cou&dn t put him, you couldr’t force him. But now, with . <L
a shipped .man, if’s different, see. He'd have to do |t. and il once he o

. dlsobeyed you, t.ha.t. was it, -

[O K. so a shipped man, if he, lf you shlpped him from t.he first of May, _

you could tell him to, you know, go dig your. pot.at.oes 'or something or
eh?] : .

Yes, oh, he could, he's got to, you could have him there every day, and .o
if he dida't go with you every day you could make up his wages, ten o
cents, or what ever it might be and deduet that from his wages. If you

told hxm to come and he wouldn't go, you understand, you could déduct

his day pay, take it from him. (Interview #4) & /

While the tenor of tl;'e individual relations which existed in any particular crew
ob—v_‘iously varied with the individuals invol-v'ed, and without doubt maﬁy crews ’ ]
worked without any overt displays of aut.horit.y, fundamentally the relation

between the skipper-planter and his ordw was that of émploy;r' and employee.

-

’

T T A e e I T,
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- -Chapter Five- .
CONCLUSION _ :
1 : //

‘ S - ‘ Thn British ﬁshery:- at Newl'o'l‘mdla.nd'v;rns from its beginnings essentially cap- ‘_ \

, SR | , 1ta.llst Before 1610 n‘. ‘was an entlrely mxgrator}' ﬁsherz,r and Newfoundland sxm-,'

ply a ﬁshmg sta.tlon, w1th the supply and export stages ol' productlon, and . the S

R re;rmtment of ﬁshmg crews were ca.rrled on from, Europe. Under thme condltlons.'

‘ \  economic relatlons whlch exlsted between the supphers ‘of the - voyage, the owner-
operators of the fishing shlps, a.nd their employees were. gm'erned by Bntlsh mari-
time law. In partlcula.r, mortgages given fgr the necessities for the voyage were

given either under bonds of boltomry or of respandentia, while the payment of
) - . .‘ " ' " .
the erews' wages was in shares, rather than set wages, and were secured by man-

time lien.

r

TheBeventeenth century saw the growth of a resident fishery. The actual
production ol';.dried cod was now carried out by the snhabitants or planters, bye
'h._\ -‘ . ‘J‘ .
boal keepers,'as well as the continued involvement of the fishing ships. The trade
*

e in fish at N‘e\ﬂonndland (i.‘e._ hexport), wasg conducted by Sack ships, fishing ships,

traders from the Américanrcolonies of Britain, and resident merchants, The sup-

S . ’ : T | ' ' ’ :
<L . pliers of the trade were merchants in England who supplied the fishing ships and -
. | ' . . '

. ' ‘ . tha bye boat keepers. Th? ﬁshlng ships injturn supplied the lnhqbltants as. dld‘

o merchants residing in Newfoundland By tne ﬁrsz quarter of the elghteenth cen-

—_ ﬁ

I;ul'}r the tradltlonal shlp,-ﬁshery (i.e. *'here‘ the shlps were involved primarily in

o ﬂshmg rather than tra.de at Newl‘m/mdland] had virtually died out, having shlfted :

Y
!

most of, their efforts to supply and export Desplte thme cha.nges, the economic " \
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re!ations existing iﬁ\{he fishery cdntinued to be hased on British maritime law, as

L

‘ they had been in the previous centur}' and which.wBuld spntinue to be charac-

teristic ol' the Newl’oundland ﬁshery through to the twentleth century.

The three classes which dominated the NeWI'ouPd_lapd fishery econo;ny', at
least. du'ring i?his period, were merchal;ts labourers, and plﬁnters Most of thpse
fishing were labourers, workers owning little miore: m the product.lon pl:ocms thuu _
their personal effects. - The merchents were merchant capltnllsts mvolved pri-
\ ) marlly in trade in supplies and fish ratll-er. than being capltal;sts directly 1nvolved

in producing dried cod. ters, it is the argument of this' thesis, are best

classified as small capitalist, petit bourgeoise in the mold of the clas’s:pLamﬁll pro-’

. ducers which, at least in terms of numbers of people, dominated industrial pré-'

_ duction in the Western world thraugh to at least the mid-nineteenth century. :
;-_‘. ‘ ‘ . B 1 r—- . ' f h . - o - -"
- . Conception Bay and Brigus were the site of the earliest English settlcgncnt_ at 2

~ Newloundland and their pattern of settlement and growth are nearly §ynonymou\s

with the Edglish settlement at Ntwfoundland.
settlement ‘ ;

' " The period from 1750 to 1870 was one marked by growth ang prosperity for
Newfounidland and ‘Coneeption Bay. In this period the resident fishery came to

dominate the fishery while the cod and seal fisheries were the central abd -

p"r'éHBminnnt activities for virtually all of the islnnd.: For much of the poriod, in* -

.y particular from 1750 to‘1830,'Concepti3n Bﬁy was the centre of much of the
) o

t
“~ jsland’s economic growth and in the early part ol'rt,!.\e ninetcenth century it even

N . L 1 . . . . . ) .. i, * N
/ . ',_} + surpassed St. John's in economic importance and population. . . , .
gy . . )
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1827 . 520

1828 .\ 550
1829 - 480
1830 1000

1460

12733

2733

2733

All figures are for-summer population except for 1774 and 1775, and

from 1793 forward.

wil
































































B - -
s .
o - -
- - . N
. . 1
X -
Ve -
3 4 .
.
v .
- f
.
N 4 ]
“ , ¢ . '
P L F
+ ' . L -
R .
. . ' B -
_— h r
[N .
f . . . . .
.
. _ . .
. . . . i
v L
-
o » - -
. . .
. . . )
. . N . - . I
'
.
L *
v . .
L. - " .
N .
A . - .
. Y \‘ L]
N
. N ™
T . .
S e ' '
? - .
. . ¢ -
. N v
.
' . -

o

s

Y
Fa

Rt

i

y
=,
Al

g

g 22


















P SR 3 L L S R Tl Ao et a B N P N
LN Pt . “ IS B | R YLl B L I e LR oo ol LTS '
o oot e . R TS PO s EET LA RS S o t
- . L . ) Soe e P . z

. '-235? | BN '
E . . ) e
Decisions of the Supreme Court of Newfoupdland: 1904-1911 . L
1912 - The reporis. St. John's: . W, Withers. ;
L Dictionary of Newfoundlaud English IS ’ :
o 1982 Dictionery of Newfoundland Englwh Toronto Umvers:ty of -
L . . Toronto.
" Durgin, G.F. - .o , . R
. 1908 Letters from Labrador. Concord, N.H: Rumforg. ' K
. Faris, 1.C_ - | - :
o R . , 1972 : Cat Harbour: a Newfoundland ﬁshmg seth'ement Saint 4
- 3. John's: Institute for Social and Economic Research. LY - Lo
Flt&stone,M M. - ' B | |
‘ 1'967 o Brothera and Rivals: patrdocuhty in -Savage Cove, Smnt - 1
John s Instxtuta for Social and Economic Research. - ' i
C - Flshermen g Advocate ; ' ' v ‘
E 1923-39 The Fishermen's (Iater Evening) Advocate. Saint John's and ' =
: later, Port Union, Newfoundland: On microfiim from the -
Centre for Newfoundjand Studies, Memorial University of -
Newfoundland. : - _ 3
o , Friedmanm, H. . . . ' : . -
vl ‘ 1978 World market, state; and [amily farm: social bases of \ .
pEN T household production in the era of wage labour. Comparalive ’
e . Stullieain Sociely and History, £0,4 , 545-88.
: -Gos}ing; w.G.~ . S L
: 1910 Labrador; .its discovery, ezploration, and development. s
London: Alston RiVel“S}’ e Co T
Grenfell, W.T. . -
HEo . 1909 - ‘Labrador the country and people. New York Macmlllnn A
S C Guudion ~ S A
Pl ' : 1017-30 The Guardian, Bay Roberl;s On mlcroﬁlm'!‘rom the Ceitie ol
cee oLt T : T for Newfoundland Stud:esgr_ Memorial. Umversxty of o
- 5 . Newfoundland. ..~ _ . ' A
3I'_ - B . " . N ' . - . r .. . ‘ - . ' \‘ .
iv Y. . Hed, C.G. . o T I e

o 1972 The establishment  of ypar-round “setilement . at’
g o Nequundla.nd International &cography,l 426-27. ¢ '






‘‘‘‘‘

&

Interview #6 . o k | 4
1084  Interview with Bert Whelan, December H, 108, Cupida, L
Tape and typed transcript: in the aurthor's possesion.

Iverson, N. and R. Matthews . ‘ ox _ _
1068 Communilies in decline: an, ezamination of household

regeltlement in Newfoundland. .§t7 John's: Istiture for So¢ial
and Economic Research. '
Jerrett Papers ' . ) ' R

1882 G.C. Jerrelt account book. St. John's: Provincial Archives of
Newfoundland and Lahrador. . .

Journal of the House of Assemblybf Newfoundland - .k

1905 Report of the Select Commitlee on the Bill inlitled 'An Act lo Y

Prohibit the Pfosecution of the Labrador Fishery in Steam

Gearge Seymour Smnt John 3 The House of Assembly

Vessdls,’ with the evidence taken in connection thcrewrth St. ‘.‘ =

. John's: The House of Assembly o : Y

 Journal of the House of Assémbly of Newfouadland = * .~~~ .. . ik
S . 1853 . Leller [rom Commander’ of the Sappho to Vice Adm:ra! Sn- L ‘

' Jolrrnal o[ the House of Assembly of Newfoundla.nd . R ;
1856 - “‘Procéedings ‘of the House of Asscmbly. Salnt Johns The S ’5;

i House ol’ Asaem'oly T o s

Journa! of the House of Assembly of Newfoundland o S ’"
1882 Letter  from Patrick Hogan o Hon. E.D. Shea, O’olomal

. Secrelary. Salnt John's: The House ol' Assembly ' : o

Journal of the Leglslatwe Councll of Newfoundland ' ;
T 1841 . Nowlan v. MacGrath. Saint John's” The Legislatwe Council R

' . of Newfoundland : ‘ o
Jukes, J;B. ' -, ' : ' L . . L
. 1842 E:rcurslana in and about Newj’aundland during the years 1889 , 2
o -and 1840. London Jolln Murray S - %,
~ Junek, O.W. - R N
v 1937 Isolatcd commumhea, .a atudy of a- Labradar ﬁahmg mllagc S s
; o New Yorl( American Book Co ' R _ s
B { ¥

. - T Ep;

‘ ° ‘ i

R
-t R X e
AT e
1 .-'F



Little, L.

Kitchen, J. S.
1980

Leamon, D.

. 197-.

Lench, C.
1925

1984

'Lundrigan, D.

‘1786

1973

N '

L4

e

A social analysis fo the members of the Newfoundland House
of Assembly, Ezecutive Council and Degislative Couneil for
the period 1855-1914. Memmorial Umversnty of Newfoundland:
Mastera Thesis.

The empfoymleut of merchant seamen. London: Croom Helm.

-

The History of Brigus. St. John*s: Manuscript from the
Maritime History - Group, Memorial University of -
Newfoundland. '

A souvenir of the Brigus Methodist jubilee of the opening of

the church 1875—1925 [St." John s?] n.p.

Plebeian collective nchon in Harbour Grace and. G'arbonear,
Newfoundland,  1830-40.° Memorial Umvemty Cof
Newl‘oundland MA Thesxs '

. Lwerpool papers, vol CLVl[I Aug -Dec 1786 -

G'onocmmg landed property. in Newfoundland London: Pubhc
Records Oﬁ'lce - .

The 'decline of the Brigus seal ﬁéhery 1868-1884: St. John 'g: ‘
Manuscript- from the- Manbime Hlstory Group, Memonal i

Umversnty of Newl‘oundland

MUNFLA Ms. 76-128

1976 .

L]

Mail and Advocate

1015.

Interview with -William Greeley (b. 1899). St. 'John's:
Memorial University “of Newfoundland Folklore Archwes
_Audio Tape #\C 2571

‘\ “ ’ s

" The Mad and Aduocata Snmt John s: On mlcroﬁlm l'rom the'_ '

- Centre_for Newfoundland " Studlw, Memorlal Unwemty ol‘ ‘
Newl‘oundland “ -




Matthe'wo,‘ K.
1968

v

Matthews, K.
4973

‘MeDonald, I.
1971

Neis, B ,
1880

' - 4
Nemee, T. F. ‘ R ' R
- 1980 - An E'thnohutoncal dnd ethnographic atudy af !he ciod ﬁa ry
. ‘ ~ - at- St Sholts, Newfoundland. Unwers:ty of Mlchlgan' hD
-\ ; Thﬁls e
Newl’oundland HoUse of Assembly A -t Lo _
var. ‘Reporta of the. Dcpartment of. Marine nnd Fuher:ea. Saint

-

Newfoundland Planning and. Prlorltles Commlttee

197_7

‘Newfoundlander

., 1856

s

Pro\ﬁse, D.W.

1805

' .. Masters Thesis. o

Cocleee o T T

;Q history of the west of Eugland-Newfound(and ﬁahery

Oxlord: PhD. Thiq

" —

Lecturés on the hf.;fory of Nq\wfaundland 1500-1850. St.

John's: Maritime History Group, Memorial Umvers.lty of
New(loundland.

H}F Cogker and the Fishermen's Prd!ectwe Union in
Newfoundland Politics, 1908-1925. Unwemty of London:
PhD Thesis,

T A aoc:ologlcal ‘analysia of (He factora reapomtble Jor the - - .
regional. distribution of. the Fishermen's Protective Union of . = °/

Newfoundiand, - Memorial Unwermty of . Newl'oundlnnd

-

John s: The Newfoundland House ol' Asser'nbly

L4

Census slalistics for Newfoundiand commumhea 1961 and
1971, ®aint John's: Newfoundland Plannmg and Priorities
Secretarlat

-

The Newfoundlander Samt Johns On microfilm -Jrom the
. -Centre for Newfoundland Studies, Memorlal Umvers:ty of
'Newfoundland e

[
&

IA Hwtory of Neﬂ:foundlnnd }'rom the English, Colomnl nnd

fore:gn rccorda London Machllan and Company.

-

L






















