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from the early years of the nineteenth century until o

sma;; carriage factories -K‘
\ ST o . oo
-began to-appear in the clty by the mid—nineteenth-century,_
v |I

centﬁry. \Between 1850 and 1910, at 1east flfteen

- T . .

;ﬁ{f— carriage ﬁactorles were establlshed w1th1n St. John's. h
. [ :III-' ’

These factorles were not large assembly line operatlons.'

ut

"Indlviduals who worked 1n the factorlea were able fo- have ,
ar great amount of 1nput into the producta produced._

- Research 1nto 1ndu5tries of thls klnd has not been conducted

,

"by folkloriets and craft scholars because these factorles

/. .

Q]'do not f1t thefetandard definltlon of craft.‘.

f::: Thls thesrs 15 an attempt to assess the limitations '
of the term ‘craft by reconstructlng aspects of the carrlage-

o maklng,eﬂdustry 1n St -John '8., "

the- waye in whlch thlB urban ihdustry wa§ 51m11ar to so--

".calle& rural crafts.. Research lnvolved both archlval and "’

“ EV.ft.. Horse—drawn vehiclesiwere necessary in"St. John 5 T

It focuses particulariy on - : 'e'f

LS

PR LIT T L= i

fleldianEBtlgatlcn. Infdrﬁ&tion was.obtained on the

1

hlStOrlcal development of the industry,-the conatructlon‘ :

S 1. : : .
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Memorial Univer51ty of Newfoundland (fall 1978), I
dec;ded to “fdrther . 1nvestigate the carrlage-making 1ndustry._

The‘fapital of Newfoundland - St. "John! 5 - was the 31te of
. s

';} many carriage factories throughout the nineteenth and

"',d on the carriage—making induetry ‘in St Joh

twentieth oenturiea. However, none could be recorded

-of the past. Thus, because oral and doeumenta'y sourees

oould be utilized I chose to embark upon further reeearch

ultimately, to write a thesie on this togic. . ' .'o‘-i'

of Iiterature on horse—drawn vehicle was found. Much of_'

PR

development of horse-drawn tra port.2 .Some-European

2 \h ' - ‘ I-

: Some popular photograp_ books. James Arnold, All
“Drawn By Horse (London: David and Charles,1973); Don H. - -
-Berkebile, Amgrican Carriages, Sleighs, Sulkies and Carts
- {New- York: Dover Publicationg inc., 1977);: Felton's

}r“(: Carriages, Being a Selection of Coaches, Chariots, PhaetOns,

\ ete., from 'A Treatise on Carriages' by William Felton,

. Coachmaker (London: Hugh EvelYn, 1962); New Tork State
Bistorical Association, The Carriage and Harness Museum

- {New York: New York StatelHistorical Association, n.d.)}; °
Marylian Watney, -The ‘Elegant Horse—Drawn Vehicles:'at. thes:
‘Shelburne Museum- {(Shelburne, Vermont:; The Shelburne -~/
Museum, 1974). Some detailed historical studies on the ~°~
history of carriages: Ivan Sparkes, Stagecoaches and ..
Carriages: Am Illustrated. Histery of Coaches .and Coaching
{(Buckinghamshire: Spurbpoks’'Ltd., 1975) ;- Ezra M. Stratton,
The World Runs on Wheela (New York. Benjamin Blom, 1972}
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. James Arnold, The Shell Book of Country Crafts [Londoni

. N - a* .

-

—"

: of maklng hand—made objects for everyday use with few toois

12#a traditlonal vay. Craftsmen are stereotyped as rural,

'f 1solsted country folk who utﬂilze no machinery in the

'construction of thelr products. Addltlonally, productsau'

e '

. and design, unafﬁected by external 1n£1uencesy§ The
. use for whlch a craft was orlglnally designed. is often

.fviewed as.a craft‘ob]ect 5 only use worthyuof study,,

. . . o .
7See the definitions of craft by the following: -

“of craftsmen are assumed to be localized in constructlon-

John Baker, 1968), pp. 47-48; wWarren Roberts, "Folk Crafts;ﬁ

. » in Folklore .and Folklife: An Introduction, éd. Rithard M.
" . Dorson (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1972),

pp. 233-40; J. Geraint Jenkins, Traditional Country  °
Craftsmen .(Iondon: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1963),

PR. 1-6; Norman Wymer, English Countyry Crafts (London:
B.T. Batsford. Ltd., 1946), pp. 5~7. Only a few scholars

rscognlze that craftsmen use machines and exist in urban .

settings. See, for example: J. Geraint Jenkins, ed.,
The Wool Textile Industxy In Great Britain (London: .
Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1972); J. Geraint Jenkins,. The

Craft Industrzes, Industrial Archaeology Series, No. IO,

ed. L.T.C. Rolt (London: lLongman Group Limited, 1972);
Kenneth Hudson, The Archaeclogy of Indugtry (New York:.,
Charles Scrlbner and Sons, 19?6}

p—n

BFor example, ‘Warren Roberts states thgt the craft

. of the goldsmithq "probably lies.outside the realm of.
. folk ‘crafts” becaﬁse ‘the goldsmith “drew his des;gns

often from printed rather than tradatlonal sources.”
Roberts; “Folk Crafts," p. 234. o .-
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'secondary or later uses are/rarely examined.

Clearly, theae assumptlons about crafts are’ too -

_ 1un1ting. “Urban lndustrles such as carriage-making

have not been 1ooked upon as V1ab1e regearch topics beaause

g RSN
'of the narrow focus which these assumptlona establiah. :

:This thes;s attempts to asseas the llmitations of the

term “craft“, and: to prov;de broader and more reallatlo

_deflnitlons for this tefm. This is aocomplished by

examlnxng the form, oonstruotion and use of the historical’
produota ofra 8t. John's £folk 1ndustryﬁ- carrlage-making..p T

In order to conduct an“examination of the St. John's

'carriage-making industry,‘the historical bookground'must '

first be provided 'Chapter Two of this thesis discusees

.the historical development .and decllne of this LnduStry. C—

Issues examined anlude.- the number of faotor;es engaged

in oarriage-maklng, the dates of their operation, the

_'number of workers lnvolved°‘the dlverslty of products. I \ T

. Y -
- Followlng thls I will Lllumlnate the produotxon

:'context of thls industry by prov1d1ng a case study of S

zllater uses of craft objects. See, for'example:, William -
. F.H. Nicolaisen,'"'nistorted Function? In Materfial Aspects
‘of Culture,”™ Folklore Forum, 12 {1979),_223-33;/ E.N.

one S5t. John_s_carriage factory - Carnell 5.' lﬁ will be

n

- R )
9Gnly a few soholars have examlned the seolndary or

./-I

anderson, ' "On- the Folk Art of Landscaplng," Western Folklore,.'

.31 (1972), 179-88. -

. who ‘calls his rural wheelwright shop by this sjame. See: -
: Sturt, The Wheelwright‘s Shop, p.-17.7 ] .

. . -
‘. 10The term “folk Lndustry derives from GLorge Sturt
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'were collected.. All_pertlnent tapes, transcripts. notesg;

LS.

photocoples and articles were also: placed 1n .the Memorlal

: Unlversity of Newfoundland Folklore and Language Archlve.

. From May, I%F,,tﬁ“September, 1980, fleldwork was . .-

‘v

- -conducted in Stf John s and the, Burroundihg communitles

"; . of Mount‘Pearl Newtown, Flatrock and Pouch Cove.- Thls '

b

_;. . fleldwork con51sted of searohlng for and recordlng the

remaining products of the oarrlage—maklng industry. The
. : ' . . - L P . : .
- . B ) ,g’,'o\_-

4 SRS majority'of thié industry's prodhcts@ﬁave not been -

preaerved by mueeums, but. by re31dents who- have chosen, ) f

‘. for varlous reasons, to retaln end restore theee artifaotenﬁ

ZFleldwork first took the/form of traverses, a methodology

often used by cultural geographera, in searching for

" extant vehlcles.and vehicle parts.. Over this one year

4

f' and four month perlod, every street 1ant. John's'and-the S

) .

i,surroundlng communltles wae travelled by car. When a

R =

vehicle or vehlcle part}was'located, the methedblogy'set
S D AP - o ' '

e
i

iy Rty

be Glassie in hie various architecture studies was

g

followed- artifacts pere mapped, artlfaotual types were .

R

assighed: examples of partloular types were recorded by

-taking photographs and making draw1ngs, and 1nterviews

YpTaid

LT

- . 'were conducted with'oarriage owners, 13 'ln many instances,

. 3SEe. Henry Glassie,. Folk Hous;ng in Middle Virglnla-
A Structural Analysis of Historlc Artifacts (Knoxville: R
- University'.of Tennessee DPrem8s, 1915): Henry Glassie, Pattern
" - in the Material Folk Culture of Eastern United States,
. University of Pennsylvania Monographs in Folklore and Folk-
1life, No. 1 (Philadelphia- Univer31ty of Pennsylvanla Press,
‘1968) BRI, , ,
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" and basementef.piaces not:visible"from ‘the road. .

- 1ng of the nature of thlE industry will be obtained. Any

'“véhicies“and:their‘parts were #ituated in'shede, bachyardn“
information”'

about the location of these artifacts was‘obtained in _,
interviews with individuals once 1nvolved in the carfiage- :

making industry and by talking “to artifact owners. --In .

+ J
this way, an attempt was made to record all extant vehicl

\ .
i . W

and parta in the region.,.
' The St. John a-carriage-making industry and its
products will be discussed in- thls thesis in order . to show

that the present concept of - craft 13 indeed limitiﬁy

Through a. diecussion of the industry - history, a case

study of-the construction process 1n one factory, the

'various vehicle types which axistad in ninéf&enth and

“F

] twentleth century St. John's and ‘the functions of the (

vehicles and parts which still exist, a better understand-

naterial culture atudy requires that the historical . g

contert be set. Thus, the next chapter will conaider

the development_andidecline of.this 1ndustry in St. John?s.
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,. carriageﬂmaking lndustry in St John e, Newfoundland.
‘ Car;eage factorles began to appear 1n St. John ]

in the mid—nineteenth kentury. Before this trme the--. .

Jloca}<horeewdrawn veh1c1e5 were either-imoorted or *

/'{"conetructed in blacksmlth and wheelwrlgﬂt ehope.l The"'::y:' "

carriage factorles, whlch had déveloped by’ 1850, were ' '

Bmall in, saze —,only frve out of the fifteen documentedf =

} =ﬁlhfactories had more’ than flve employeee (Table 1). . Some

: SR conSISted merely of one large roocm where allqectlvitiee

;,- i occurred, whlle others were three storiee 1n he;ght w1th “‘

r'j ;-;separate rooma for the dlfferent manufacturlng procedures.l:

- ';_All ut;lized some machznery.‘ Lathés, band saws’,’ chcular -

o ' . -

e E'sawe e\H’blaners were found in most factorles. In the

-

: f ST midz-ninete\enth century, mech:.neq' were powered by -8team

L T M

! . englnes' in the early twent§eth century by gasoline . :, .

N .

”enginee. Each factory had only one power eource tor whlch
. . - ' Fi
i ..o was' attached a network of belts runnlng to the varzous

mec ines.f ‘3se factories we“e part of the machlne age
< f .fwhich;raccordlng.to Herbert Read,‘"by 1830, was fully and

s : -

R A + ————

/e Tk SA study has’ been ‘done on. early trades. and manu-
' R 'facturing An st. John's; however, the carriage-making
. © - /iffdustry was not included in this ‘work: See: John L. Jéy,
, ' - "The Growth.apd Dévelopment of Trades and Manufacturing
v ,in St. Johnt's, 1870-1914," M. A, thesie Memorial University
S of Newfoundland 1977--~ L o C ) o . e
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" FACTORY

. LOCATICN -

"F OPERATION -

TABLE 1
# ccE"mpmn'zs

| PRESENT FATE OF
FACTORY STIE

- The West
L. B

.
Factory -

N:Lc:holas

32 Banbrick St.

-

18851955 |

=5

of all descriptions;

 |agrisnitaral

implements . S

'Ihebmld.mgwas :
demolished when the
St. John's arterial

road was constructed in

the west end in.1978..° -

.'. -_ .
" _Brothers

139 Gower Street . | ..

1900-{.960: | |

horse-drawn vehicles

l::n,znks, Euitcasesc
-askets, coffins,

of all descriptions:

'I!heb.lilding‘is now a
warehouse and a retail
pcri[:any—cantur:y_l.td.

T~ "' racing boats
Nash’ ¢« |24 Adelaide Street 19051932 (| = ho?:se—dmwn vehicles | Now a Newfoundland ‘.
e U . : - ' 1 of ‘all descriptions; | Telephone Company
Ve .agricultural , bu:.ldlng and the S
fimplements Sundance. Sdloon *Bar and
X : : . site of this factory. -
M.J.. 1st factory = 41095-1924 | * " harse-drawn vehicles | 1st factory - nmowa T, .
‘O'Keefe |14 Waldegrave Street ' _ . pf all descriptionsi | parking lot. - on
nd facéory - |1924-1945 * 'agrmlculturtsal P i‘i;ifablacmeqf mt o
. . | George Street (enca.ct ) - - - P e
. : lcx:atlon not ava:.lable S - ) " L 1;
. ]_‘. ¥ T _-"- IS
| IR . .
j i‘ : r N -
s R :

18
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flnally establlshed" in Europe ‘and Nof’ﬁ America.

-'

-

.f?';ﬁ-' T It appears there were three p[rloda in the develop~

- ment of the carrlage making industky in St. John 5:
LT ':_ early 1850's: = late 1870's; 1880; post 1892 fire - ~1910.
" Between 1850 and 1B79 there were five carriage :actorlea ' - '-_f

‘operating within the city.' At thia time, at least one

L T

“craft shop had been expanded 1nto a factory. Carriage

ebinh WASRY g

factor:es were opened by Thomas Lyon on Duckworth Street'."

-j, - . in 1851, Wllllam Oke on Water Street in 1859,xThomas

McGrath on Duckworth Street 1n 1867, the Furlong Brothers
>

' on Duckworth Street in 13?7,,and Myrlck and Windso: on

R b P
1S

T gl 2 e e

Mllltary Road in 1877 {Table 1) The Carnell famlly

which had openated a wheelwrlght shop an Cochranp Street .

'

51nce the f:rst decade of the n1neteenth century, had

transformed therr establishment into a factory by 1872

- (Figure 1). Each of the 'st. John 5 carriage manufacturers 'f ' 0
Y .

"-waa 1ocated in the east end of St. John s, the area'where_' a o ]

1
L

~most of the.c1ty_a residents lived.  In addition to _ 'II 3

‘supplying the heeds of urban reaidents, these businessea '

v.

~also supplled agrlcultural implements and vehicles for 1' ‘. .8

7

: the farmera who had eﬂtabllshed farms on the outsklrts of.

-

6Herbert Read, ‘Art and Industry “The’ Principlen of
Induatrial ‘Desidgn {New York Honlzon Preaa, 1954, p. 4'.
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X were establ:.ahed by 'I'homas Jackman,

‘ iJohn cQ1e,

. factor:.es .
at Bell Island, about twelve miles from St. John's.
‘ Nova Scotia Steel and Coal Company which had a_cquired ,

. property on the psland commenced open-pit mining. and .

. P "23°
Albert Hathews and

the 1ocat:Lons of whlch have not been estab-— '

' lished.

' e

A pattern is evident in the development of carriage

factories.

-In the f:.rst stage of development, factoriea' '

the c1ty expanded and commero:l.a.l prem:l.ses and fa.mily .

I' 7 :

dwell:.ngs began spread:l.ng towards. the west end,
u"

?ppeared in thJ.S sectlon in order to obtain the bus:.ness :

factories

of these residents. ' : ' o ,,'

]
I

The late nineteenth century was a.period of great

_ prosper'i'ty 'forl Newfound]}and-and this prosperity was

-

- reflected in the ‘increase in the: number of carr:Lage

In 1894 a massive minlng development occurred

The

‘shipped their first cargo of iron ore a year_later. In

1899 ‘the Nowa Scotia Steel and Coal Company constructed '

a duplicate tramway system, -a second pier, and sold

their original stransport system to the Dominion Iron and *°

[

. were tuated 1.1.1 the east end of ‘the cit (Fi ure 2 3) V-
. jé\ Y q » 5

Steell Company which commenced open~pit mining in t;his"year.‘

_Since 1898 the Reid Newfoundland Company was' busy

LN

establi‘ahi‘ng a railroad, quarries; sawmills, and flour.

e ———- b

s o pande
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Carnell'’s first 'fa.ct'orf - 12-14 Cachrane Street

Carnell’s Becond factory = 120 Duckworth .Street a
oke's second’ fa\tory - 123 puckworth Street

,Oke 8 third factory - 214 Duckworth Street
‘McGrath's first factory = 115- 116 Duckworth Street

McGrath's second factory - 124 Gower Street
Furlong Brothers' factory - 123- Duckwcrth Street -

- Myrick and Winsor's Eirst factory - B7 Military Road |

9 - Myrick and Wingor's second factory - 17 Honkstown Road

v \.. lu

1

12
13 -

14

15

. Nicholas Murphy's factory ~ 32- Bambrick Street

Lawrénce Brothers’ factory --139 Gower Street
Nagh'a factory - 24 Adelaide Street
Okeefe' 5. flIBt factory ~. 14 Waldegrave Street

' Wall'-ﬁ"’factory -8 George Street.

Collier s factory - B Waldegrave Street

Exact location is not available for the follow:.ng_

S factorlesz

Fig'ure 3 -

Oke's first fac:lzéry
'Thomas McGrath's third factory.-
. .Okeefe's - second factoz,-y.'

Albert Mathew B factory. ' ,

Y

Carnell's first wheelwright ] shop..

- 1 .. T Tue

Thomas Lyon's factoly. S S

Jackman's factory.

John Cole! s factory

Legend for the Location of Carr:.age Factories Map.

t "
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iOke s Carrliage Factory 1509~

. 'Robert G. Belbin, wheelwrlght
;. .«Edward D. Burke, ‘blacksmith
Edward L. .Oke, painter '

. Oke s Carrlage Factory
,Edward D. Burke, blacksmlth

'Carnell’s Carralge.Factory 1909

_ "Radial
;,Radial Dwyer, Junlor, wheelwrlght

] --'-.: _

., ‘Table 3

Incomplete Llst of Workera
- o _,-,_';r

s

Gordonkae, wheelwright

.Frank Kenny, wheelwrlght“ -
’Mlchael JZ Skeans, carrlage bulldér

1924

Edward L. Oke, painter - "~ ¢,

Gordon Cke, wheelwright . = . S ,1-:

Frank Keéenny, wheelwrlght
J C. Oke,” carrlage bullder

P

Ralph Day, . palnter g .

.John McGrath, painter

Andrew Carnell, wheelwrlght and owner

‘Alexander Morris,- wheelﬁrlght 7.

Denis 'White, wheelwright

- John Winslow, blacksmith '

William Downton, .blacksmith -

:'Walter puffett, upholsterer ;
‘R, Hamlyn, blacksmlth )

'l‘Carnell -3 Carriage Factory 1924

‘Andrew ’ Carnell, wheelwright and owner *
~Alex Johnson, .worker .=
* Pred Lush, painter _ - o

John Maher, blacksmlﬁh
Samual Mer:ls, ‘blacksmith
Alex Morris, wheelwright

- Ralph-Day, ‘painter .
. Johﬁ\ycGrath, painter
- : Hamlyn, blacksmith

Samual \Harris, . wheelwright

" William“Downton, blacksmit

Walter Dﬁffett,'upholsterér'
wyer, whéelwright

at’ Carriage,Eactcrles

BN T
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f\r

':-per week per factory worker. hceording to the Newfound-

L e i

ot 32“‘

e . :
However, the directories indioate that only nine- employees

were emplqyed in this factory at the time {(Table 3).

jhe Newfoundland_census?material, like the directoriés,

. . ) o
~ig also inaccurate with respect to the carriage—making
,inddStry. Even though there were at..least eleven
Tl
-carriage factories operating in 1921, the Newfoundland

”icensus only.acoounts for three (Table;f). Despite probleme )

of reliability, these statistics give an indication of
the scale'of'these fhctoriee. The value of the phy91ca1 :

-plant and equipment of those recorded in 1921 amounted to

-'-forty thousand dollars. Employees cons;sted of five R

"officers and clerks" earning in total ‘nine thousand

dollars and thirty workers earning fbrty—four thousand,

. eight hundred. Thls amounts to about thirtyvone dollars

‘land censuses, betWeen 1869 and 1921, production in the
factories 1ncreased steadily throughout the nineteenth

. century {(Table - 5) The data indioates a slight decrease Ly
in productivity in 1901 however, it appears that-it was

not until 192l_that the pumber of carriages manufactured.;

,:i-‘._ Y
- o e x-'- -

-

4Warren Roberts points out that census records are
usually npt reliable indicators o6f the number of crafts-
men in a region. -See: Warren. Roberts,”“Turpin Chairs
" and the Turpin Family: Chairmaking.in Southern Indiama,"
Midwestern Journal of Language and Folklore, 7. (1981), 99.







. 4 L}
S . M N\
Lf“””f : )
- -; "'>'._ L3
Lo . ‘ -
E S K '
. : S : S '
i e e | ‘Table 5.

Value of Carriages Produced in St. John's, 1869—1921

: 1869 '1874 1884 - 1891 1901 - 1911 1921 . -k
St. John's ‘East . £l?00, £1328 [ £2550 | $17,200]{%$13,000 n.a. [ n.a., [

- - - ’ L LI

"siaﬁhnrq‘ms? £.900 £2128 {£2000| ~$2500| $3000 | Ma. | n.a..

 >- St John's TOTAL Ezson; £3456 | £4550 $19,700] $16000-]: $95,000 $90,000

M a

Source. . ' ' L : ‘ ' _ ' .

L Newfoundland’nepartment of the Colonial Secretary -Census of Newfouhdland
] and Labrador, 1359 1374, 1884 1391, 1901, 1921 -
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butlaléo ﬁarious artifacts for the everydaf needs- of St{

e{'_ﬁ John's résidents. “These estabiféhﬁents began to decliﬂe

:;ﬁhen automobiles'appeared The factorles did not drastrcally

L=

A e U R

b MLRLT 1 S T

T 1 o S decl;ne until the nrneteen forties. At this time the -
. Americans began operatlng an a;r base near St. John 5. It
! 1.':fﬂ . is possible the 1ncrease in the use of automobiles was
: relatad to the rlse in wagea which. was partly due to the
£ A impact of Amerlcan wage levels.; - }
- This hiatorlcal survey 111ustrates the size and
. N .
o extent of the 1oca1 carriage—maklng 1nduatry. In order to ‘
fully understand the w&ﬁﬂﬁh which these factories 0perated, i
a cloae analy515 of one- factory is necessary. The next f
'chapter examinea the’ production context-of one typical. 3
. factory - Carflell’'s ‘- by providing a caae study of its . - ]
- A . . - . . . B - i
. operation., ' L ; o . T e
. . R
—_ . o g
g i .
:
] -1 I
. ho 1
._J‘ r -.‘
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’ 3
. - - ‘ -
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. New.York: Dover - Publications, 1973):

- London: Methuen and Company, 1951
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; - .. / CHAPTER 3
- ' CASE STUDY OF . YL
- CARNELL'S CARRIAGE. FACTORY. . ! .
\-‘_ - [
b

men ae rural, isolated country folk who construct

The majority of craft studies stereotype crafts-_'

"hand-made" objects w1th few tools and Without the.
use of . machinery.1 Characteristics of craftsmen
-include'- the pa551ng down of craft techniquee w1th1n.
‘one family for many generations- the 1earn1ng of’ a
craft through a formal apprenticeship system, close‘

craftsman—client interaction,.the craft, transactionvas

a soc1a1 event as well as a business matter, use of a.?‘
bartering system rather than cash payment.2 By prov1d1ng

. a case study of the production context in one urban'

1For examples of typical . studies see: Albert H., . ..
Eaton, Handicrafts of -the Southern’ ‘Highlands. (1937; rpt.
Allan Jobson, .
Household and Country Crafts (Londoh- Elek  Books,
Dorothy Hartiley, Made In England 3rd ed. (1939; rpt.,.
Freda Derrick,
A Trinity of Craftsmen {London: . C apman and Hall, 1950);
Freda; .Derrick, Countr Craftsmen (London: ‘Chapman and -
Hall, 1945); E.J. Stowe, Crafts of the Countryside .(1948;
rpt. Wakefield: E P.Publishing Limited, 1%73); John L.
Jones, Crafts from'the Countryside {Newton Abbot.: David
and -Charles, 1975); John E. Manners, Country Crafts

- In Pictures (Newton-. Abbot: David and Charles, 19786).

b}

Warren E.
"Folk Crafts,“ 1n Folklore and . Folklife:’

:?This list of characteristics igs fromi{.
Roberts,

'. Introduction, ed: Richard M, Dorson (ChicagerniverSity

of. Chicago Press, 1972}, pp. 233-40.

-

......

1953); -

;

. . ‘ R Do
P _ - . , : T,

-







et 5 ) Lo .
PSR P L KRS T

v E :
- %
l 1
o - - R ] %
: . — 41. -
—~ | T i
[the rubic of “hand—made" - Most crafts invblve the use of j'
; ’ some form of too1 or machine 1n the procesL of construct—-
g AP - ing. objects from natural mater:l.als. :
The term hand-made is used frequent y to refer to . - ) :
I{f. S any kind of workmanship before thevindus riai revolutionﬁ _?_
People assume this transformation occurr d 'in the nine- ﬁ_
teenth century and that before this most artifacts were ' e .
: constructed w1thout the use of machines. Thjs aSsumption ?.
- \ ce .
g if inaccurate, it hds been aptly shown that rious kinds
! df machinery ranglng from w1ndmills to ater—powered saws
- Were common as early as the middle agepjs, The \term hand- 3
: : . N '.‘ . . . N - Lo N (
& - : -~ made is too vague to be used as a major %oncept in the . - :
-2 oo . ' . ' ' bl
s definition of craft. There are-too-many\connotations ’ %
attached to this'word'for it to be useful,, * .3:- AP SO §
T L Tools are usually viewed by folklori ts and. craft B
. . . : ]
o ‘scholars as 91mple, hand 1nstruments Whlq, are manipulated_~
R by ‘craftsmen.” A% James Arnold says-- S i‘ S - s
- .  tools aré-quite slmple in - 5
N o themselves and in many cases are \
"+ . . little more -than perfections of . .
VA - the oriqlnal tool of centuries ago.6 \ .,
Most craft scholars 1nclude in their studieﬁ detailed :'- S J,j-
sketches or photographs of _the tools employed. by craftsmen. i
R J ' ¥ 5 ) . L .o . . i
T © Jsee: Jean Gimpel, The Medieval Machin The o e
: Industrlal Revolution of the Middle Ages (New rork Holt, T
Rinehart*and Winst/n, 1976). . . o . /j g
James Arnqld, The Shell. Book of Countr Crafts . . = . . o
(London. Joh.n Baker, ],968), p. 4?. . I K
e - ‘ L4 . A . 'T_. ‘I../.'- | I‘k | '.: |
- . ’ ) p—— = . ) '
.<I\" ' U 3 ./' v I h
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' :'expression}.the way in which knowledge ‘is transmitted,

',and the traditional_skills,fnot:the‘machines or the hahd
tools which create artifacts._. ;

- tﬁ .

;-' - It can be shown by providing a case study of one 7/

’fiparticular St._John 8 carriage factory, that even though

?

:_machlnes ‘were integral to the constructlon process, there

are many charactqristlcs of factory workers which are o

w5 SLmilar to those possessed by so-called pre-industrial

o

»

: rural craftsmen. This chapter prov1des a case study of .

.—\1 Kl

. Carnell s Carriage Factory,loutllnlng some -of the
‘. B
characteristlcs pOSSessed by workers, and providing a
' description of the construction process.

Carnell 8 Carriage Factory developed from one of

st John 8 earliest wheelwrlght shops. Gllbert Carnelli

'.a_mlllwright by trade, came to Newfoundland in 1804 to

-ﬁhnild water wheeis.: He saw a great demand for repalring
.and constructing vehlcles, and 500N began operating a;_
wheelwrlght s shop in the downtown af st. John S. Two
of his sons beoame wheelwrights and worked in his shop.

. Gilbert died in 1841 1eaving an estate worth 500 pounds,
a’ substantial sum. at thls time.13 s

Samuel, Gilbert 8 oldest son, began running the shop

t after Gilbert's death ! By 1872 bu51ness had expanded to

13st.-John's:liegistry oﬁ Willsijglﬂovéﬁber,lBSO.
. - . . . v B L DR

.r-uh-” -t
-‘=suoh a degree that the shoP was referred to as CarﬁghL'

L ey h

")‘.
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'nCarriage Factory. In this year, the factory was situated

.. .7 . on Cochrane Street adjacent to the Carnell family residence..

It is difficult to locate the first shop because of tne-

e

.\. T

great number of ‘devastating fireé occurring in St. John's

'through0ut the first/ half of the nineteenth century. ]in-‘

L oLl
i

1880;.5amue1 ret;red £rom the busrness 1eav1ng the operatlon

14

. of the factory to ‘his son, John T, Carnell._ This

3 " - hullding was burned'in_tne fire of 1892 and a new factoryb

e

o - * was reconstructed at 120 Duckworth Street on the corner'
= - - - of Cochrane and Duckworth Streets (Figures 1, 2, 3). After
' overseelng the building of 2 new factory, John died and

hls son, Andrew, 1nher1ted the hu51ness. Andrew's son,l

Lt ol

Geoffrey, therlted the factory in 1935 and managed 1t

- T

unt11 1966, when the closedown occurred. The bulldlhg

.became a warehouse in 1966, a restaurant in-1978 and.

) 14Samuel'a retiremént notice appeared in a local
. St. John's newspaper: "Notlce is hereby given that,the.
. - undersigned, Samuel G. Carnell, has retlred from the’ ’
business heretofore carried on by him which will be -
,  ‘continued in future (dating from the 1lst Japuary, 1880) -
-by and solely on account of John 7. Carnell; who will -’
pay all liabilities of, and is authorized to collect all
-debts "due ‘by the said Samuel G, ‘Carnell, in connection
with the.said trade and bualness. January 19th, 1880.
Samuel George Carnell, John T. Carnell. Witness -
‘JL.H. ‘Bourne,’ Sollc1tor. I take this opportunity of
.tendering tc -all who have so ‘'generously favored me with .

AL T e TR

g ST DU

. T
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‘their. extensive patronage for such a long period of years,l'

_my sincerest thanks;, and would at the same time respect-

fully Bolicit a continuation. of that patronage to my

e i E 2 LAtttk 2 S -

—
e ._5 s
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successor.” Samuel George Carnell " - Royal Gazette, . LB
. 20 January 1880. : T A
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robserving and watching.

.craftsmen]
-very;hard.
man's work.

.57
' Th‘ey' Cthé' :
waere hard men to work -for, '
As a boy I had to do.a
And they used to take

great delight in making you work

"+ hard.18

. . -7 Questioning ‘the craftsman about how to perform certain

' tasks was not the sanctioned. way of learning.

;were used to describe’ the prbcessés performed;_

Few words.

eventually*

: the apprentlce had to learn the proper method by. observ1ng

how’ tasks were performed

At Carnell 5, ‘there was some craftsman—cllent lnter—

: actJ.on .

A buyer ‘was able to discuss the kind of vehlcle

he Wanted with the~craftamen withln the factory.

In some

-

cases buyers were even gllowed‘to enter the factory 5ﬁd

oversee the construction process. -

One wdrker describes ‘a
particular case'

There used to be a firm- 1n St John a, o
o - ah Lawlor's’ Meat Market, I don't
“ . . - know if they'tre still in business.
B - Certainly ‘the name might:be on the.
butcher ahop, ah, people, ah the
o Lawlors -.are not there anymore-..
w7 .7 . And they had at that time .[1930s and
408] two or three butcher shops -
around town and they were always noted- ’
for having the nicest horses 'in St.
John's, the best waggons, and when
_you'd make a waggon for. these
people they'd be in every day
... ing the progress, and if they
SR . a flaw’ ;n the wood -they'd -say "no
C " b'y, you'd better put another, piece
over there'. 'They'd be 4n picking
- _over the wood and make sure you use
the wood with no knots into it
» Aand qtuff like that. And they

watch-—
seen

P

¢ 18MulFLa, 79-321, -

1 -
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followed right through to -the paint e s
shop with -the painter, In these : S

- days everybody knew ‘everybody, and

-they were very fussy over their

aggons and their horses, -apd kept

- their waggons in excellent con-

dition. It was a pleasure to work’

P L : for them really. BAlthough they were-

T e e T very fussy they weren’'t hard to o

oo SO s fpleasei but they,just'wanted things-

{ S right. o o o :

o-'_’,"lﬂ'lnfhia craftsmen-client interaction enabled the workers to )
eom

"e e familiar w1th ‘the local needs and preferences of

.

- T8 John s res;dents.
When individuals arrived to buy a -new vehicle or to.
1)

. repair an old dne, drinking often accompanied the trans~_

. action. Of ten buyers arrived with a “flask of somethlng .

-
on their hip"-which they shared with - the crattsmen who

wanted a drink. ' One craftsman pointed out that this wasz

ery dangeroua because the workers often- had to work w1th

he machinery in “the Bhop after consuming this lJ.qu.or.20

‘her researchers have noted that drinking often )
21

ccompanies spec;al occasions in some Newfoundland outports.
i~ f*lguunrm",_'?g'—az-i.l"' -, _
(, SRR Y ZOMUNFL'A," 79-321. .
_ 21 This was found to be the pase in the Codroy Valley,
Newfoundland. ! See, for gxample: John Szwed; Private

Cultures and Public’ Imagery: Interperaonal Relations- in
‘g Newfoundland Peasant Soclet ty. Newfoundland Social and -
conomic Studies, No.-2 (St, John's: Institute of Social

- and Economic Research, Hemori;l University of Newfoundland,
-+ 1968), pp. BB B9. - .

f - - .
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Undoubtedly, the buylng of/Aa ‘new vehicle or the repalrlng'
of an old one was a special occasion from the POlnt of
view of the client. .

In the early-years'o{'the hineteeﬁth cehtury,
accordlng to o:al tradltlon, some business was conducted o

/ 22
.on a barter system

-

- For exampler lf a grocer needed
a Wagon repaired or constructed he .could make an agree~‘
: ment,with thg owner of the factory to supply_grocer;es

' g.fqr a certaiq length of time, rather than pay'in_caeh,
. . . * I

At Carhell's; ledgers wer@bkeptt hcwever, they Qere not ;'

\ o
detalled and focused malnly on the undertaklng seément H"

Even as late ae the 19408,

: of_the bus;nesa. the method of .

reécord: keeping was- qulte prlmltlve. For example :
Well, when I flrst stanted, um, a
person came in and wanted. a wheel
repalred, right,™8o they say jgu
repair this wheel, ah, fine, -so’' 1

.. ... . . take the wheel and we had a piece

+ 7 ..7 _+ ' . of wood . .about this size [he holds . ‘'~

I "+ his hands in front of -him and .

' shows the size of the wood - approx-

A plece

::'33”;;k, . '~ imately .1 foot by 6 inches] -

of pine wood.

“and if I repaired a

‘wheel I matked down after -I had'the

- wheel repaired, J. Smith,

if you -

tike, and I put down,

“1repairing

wheel,

: . : 2 spokes, 2 rims, ah, three .
e " 5/16ths inch carriage bolts' and - .
T © 80 on and so forth and then when I
..was finished with it and the time -
. I was at_ it, twoe hours‘or one hour.
.I'd just run.a line through itand = o .
I'd start next with the other Tine. '

.J T ..When m my board-‘got leled out.... 'Z
SR " he'd the'own mark it up in the ,
22,k 790321 ;
, . “MUNFLA, 79-321; 81-637.
..w ‘_. \ L}
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Hidd_le Sackville,” New Brunswick.
[ .

Molds and pattern; from Campbpll's Carriage Factory,
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e ﬂ_:-' ‘we'll say, that I built the ambulance . L;'

of the weather. And T made {gheim -
’.something on the Btyle of: thehstation_j
' wagon,
body,. the running gear and the  frame,
- on was much the same as any standard ot
‘wagon only a’bit larger. Um, ah L

. they-said 'well make gomgthing', Bso AR A
o - T said '0.K.' S0 I just went ahead g o
PR and tried to figurew.ut something - . . "5 -« L
P in my brain, er, wrote it down on - o ey

a sketch-on a plece of paper and sort LT e Q'__f“w

of got something that I thought I . LT
-liked. And when'I had it made, it - . ° = - 5 -
- . turned .out really good. I had .some- -
WLt thing. ‘'Oh, and the wagon from the
=7, 7 floor to top wag about ah, Four feet
- .I"guess. and maybe a little 1ess than.
.- that.
. - sat-on .the outside. He was out in .
" . - the“cold. - .He was on the front. 1 be

I guess.- ébasically the ,'_'r'_a?i-ﬂ;'b“

And you .could, ah the driver . - .: .ﬁ P

had
the
‘Bit

seats sort of- 1ncorporated into T R
‘body of the wagon where he'd : . o
and really you' could- only put

" This

Construction process.

e vehiclee were being produced.f

.-"be deecribed as a team

"‘a sgtretcher in there.  You couldn’t
- even possibly sit up, it wouldn't
‘be all that_comfortable. But it:
worked apparently and they ueed it
wfor years. '

.feﬁowsj that~cra£tamen dld have some control over

the design process. ‘ _ S

,._Even though the factory waa divided into varlous I-“f":
rooms, a great amount of interaction occurred during.the d
The workers’ frequently talked Hltthi'
- each oﬁher and discuased problema encountered while -
The organization can ‘best

This interaction enabled each ;”

) uorker to become intimately familiar Wlth the many,work .

Sl [
1. .

o ZQMUNFLA} 79-321. e o
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- " fiirst mark_._‘l

‘ and express waggons had slxteen spokes) .

T - 67

Mr. "Roher't"Butt', a&.__i.rheel‘wrlght, describes

this proyess

: You'd usually- bore “out the hole

seven-eighths of an inch in your 3. L o o,

"~ hub. . You'd put three holes in. L

T 7 your hub' to ‘where the spokes C T e

. ~ would go., You'd bore that out = . 7.

.0 .. and after you'd have that’ done' e

e you!d send.the, ah, hub into the . RS

o . forge, and on 'the end of each hub - :
. you'd have an. iron band around

-the.hub and. the idea of that is

- s0 that whern you're driving in -

. ..., Yyour spckes you wculdn. t split’ ST :

'~ '.'-thehub30 ' ot

-
- *

a spoke Was. then placed by each cf the twelve or sixteen

H

spoke holes (Mcst 1ong carts, bax ca ts, slovens and

r

heav:l.er veh:.cles had twelve spokes- » The. lz.ghter buggles

3l Ssme spokes.

u?re imported in- bulk from Nova Scotia wh:l.le others were .
‘made” from 1ocal Juniper. Each spoke had a small tenon

P L

~ 6n each end where the spoke was connected to the felloe '

and_ hu_b.

The 1ocal o.nes were cut with R small hatchet

The size varied dependlng on’ the

" to the slze requlred.\
_ hvehi‘ci'e"i-t was used for. A hollow auger was used to cut :
' “the tenun of a spdke to its proper size. A hu.b was .

spoked by plac:.ng the hub in the jJ.g and hammer:l.ng the .

spckes into the hub

3°MUNFLA, 79-321.

31
Chapter Four. .

These varlous vehicle types will be discussed in

The spckea were then allgned._

DR

‘ ) N .

ey







L e T Y

TR v

. they'd take the circumference of the-
.wheel and say if it was four feet,

;they'd make the iron ‘band, ah,. well,
ah, half or three fourths of afi inch

. - four feet in circumference they'd
- make the irén band maybe ‘a half to -

o depending on- thé

fire and as it got red you'd move |

.into,. And you'd lay your wheel :

. ,:’on that and you'd bring out: the - ;
-+ iron band and put ‘it over your - R
.- ‘'wheel, usually it slipped on fairly ~ ]

- e@sily because, 'ah, when you heated ~ - - >

':ﬁ wood cracking where everythlng
-f‘nwaa tlghtened up.32 o :

P S 69

*When you'd put your rim on, if .

_you have .two half rims on a wheel
“where’ ¥ jo;n you'd leave, on a P o
—blg wheel, say a wheel three feet = . Ce

f

six inches high, ygu'd leave o L

. about three eighths of an inch and

then, ‘'when they'd, when_ that would '( R
dgo. to the forge, they'd always make;, . .-

less than four feet. If it was . . 'Ilﬁ

three guarterssghorter than that

1 \e\heaVLness of the -
wheel., -And then when they'd,
they'd take the iron after they had
.the band rounded up .and welded, . '
they put it on the fire or ‘the -
hobbé as they used to call it...
You'd lay your iron band over the.

it around, move it around...

- Whenyou finally got it right’

.around, you take it out with the

"-tongs... “And then put in the’

garden the yard beside. the forge -

.~ you had a trough full of water.
.. and.also a big iron bed with a R
. hole in the. center of it big :' T e e

:enough for your hub to go down

the band, made it red, ‘it expanded .
you gee. " 50 once you got it om .
then. the trough was right handy, -

,fllled with water and you Jjust .

.-put your wheel in that and. turn . oo

s it over you gee. And as you turned '
it.over, it, it kind of, you know,"

the wheel. would come together, you
could feel, you could hear the’

) h

T 32yunFLa, 79+321.
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. r:.ms w:l.th a. eledge hammer.

N the hub where the axles attached to the wheels.

. " an example, if the chalk mark

P L T - P e L

ﬁefo're ‘the :i.ron @ﬂnd c'ooled completely, ‘the wheel wa
{This consisted
Lo

of h.'l.ttlng in the areas where it had moved off the '
i A

placeq back on the bed and fa:l.red up.

A "tl:aveller" was then used
to measure ‘the' circumference of the wheel. ‘; RE

Each hub had an :l.ron box placed in the center of
- --n-"l -
Boxes i

b . .

' were made of cast J.ron obtalned from the Newfoundland e

: Ra:.lway Company 1n the early years of the twentleth | '

These were three inchee square at the s:.de

century .

-of the wheel attach:.ng to the axle. 'I‘he hole cut J.n '/'

the hub for the hox was’ always a.pproximately one quarter . '

] -

of an inch less’ than the gize of. t.he box itself. The )

" box was then squeezed J.ntjthe hole made in the hub.. Cae

i Wooden wedq B were used to fJ.rmly fasten the box in Do : F

)

place. When this wae completed the wheel wae trued up
or . balanced- . s_'.‘ E (f '
‘.: o -_the way they ueed to’ true the
' -wheel"up. ah, you gett an axle and ,
clamp on_to .something, say orf the. .
woodhoree , the axle that was goimg
N into the. wheel.... You'd put your o _
v P™ “yheel on over your axle and give it ... . 4
- b a :Elz.ck‘you*see. And - then cu T @
‘get..a piece of chalk and’ hol
‘now the wheel is ‘bobbing'...\

. e . % 0 -striuck here: he motions tg a point SR
SRR - then You -~ .7

in mid-air 1i-n.th his hands.
-put. a wedge on’ thts gide and Just
S ’ ' qive it . a- little tap:.and try it
CR ' “And_finally when the vheel \:

" again. :
R went true all around, you just, - ;-,‘ N
t g I : » Ibr ) I-‘- -

5 k ' .

T

P Y e
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,"l.

you haH your wedges at the back .
‘and then they were all set in, .
then vyou just. set them up right
and cut them off and trim around.33

. -
'y

. N E / Tl'i'i's b‘alan'ing procedure waa‘a‘n iiriportant part. of the

bu:l.lding _.process, for lf the wheel waa not balanced )

properly, s would nct turn correctly. o
\

BT I g
. - R

L‘. R T ‘zwhiLe' e wheels of carts and heavy waggons used

bl

;‘iroh‘bands: the wheels of light waggons and carria esl

- P -

ﬁsed importe

. rubber bands. Instead of". using an iron. -
::’ ._' . ban@a thin piece’ of channel J.ron, app}roxlmately one-'
o J;nch i Wld{:h\ \(Zth two grooves in J.t ‘was used. _The' o

rubber was placed between these grooves (F:Lgure 134

Rubber tires were not extena:l.vely used on horse—drawn

)vehlclee unt:l.l the *late 18903, even _i:hongh as early as .

1835, carrlage bullders were experamentlng with the 1dea

of us:.ng rubber to J.mprove the durab:l.lity oi carrl_age :

' wheels.3,-4 One craftsman described how rubber was put on

' wheels at Carnell's Carriage Factory. ',' LT R ™
. o Yo ' o e o, . T
N Instead of puttlng on the iron. . . , . . .

- . - -~ band, usually the iron band would o .. 4
C : ‘consist of iron... You had a -Q-H-f I LR

. =\, ~ .Yroller here- ard another adjustable : T S ;

0N _roller with a ‘big handle. You'd .- - P A T
: ‘ c turn it and push the rubber through, S R -
" depending on the curve you wanted.... .. - 1
The rubber‘was_imported from the - .ol - 0 1

- . . .‘I"J‘I . i .y 4
‘1 . S . P T |

34Donf H. B 'ke'b:r.le, Carr:.age 'I'ermlnology. A -, -
. ) Hlstorica; Dictionary (New York: Smithsonian Institution . .- Y
T\t o -Presg _I_and/ L:.bertg' ap Books, 1978y, pp. 377-78. = _ .

- L . ; . L
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-_'passenger-s or freight) .

In many of the St. John s

'factor:l.es, wheelwrights wére respons:.ble for - ‘the const-—

ruct:l.on of the.bodles. At Carnell's Carr:.age Factory,

'p:l.ne, ash and elm weret 1mported from Nova Sn:'.ot:l.a.36 ‘In

| _ bulldlng the body, knot-free wood was necessary. ‘All the :

m——

--'wood used had to be seasoned, ]ust like that used for

l

cgnstructing wheels. Many of the constructlon manuals for

' capr:.age-maﬂu.ng say that the f:.rst step in. constructing

vehicle bod:.es was to draw measured sketches.37

. ',-nct- done at Qarnell's'_Carriage Factory.

This was . -

Workers were

" .. trained ‘.tb build the bo'dies by skilled craftsmen who had -

worked at the fe‘ctor'y ,for a lohger',. perjiod.

‘was traditional.in’ that. it was passed on from experienced

- craftsmen. to the. e'ppren'tice.

. Like bu:i.ldihq' a ‘house, a

frame was the f:l.rst part of the body to be constructed. :

" The bottom t:|.mbers, 1:|.ke the sJ.ll‘s of a house, formed the

. base of the: frame.

--uprlqht pJ.llars were morticed and tenoned.

Into these two bottom timbers corner
~The cc_ar_ner )

pillars_ formed the’ main shape of the body.

3GSome of the other factories also imported materials
for body making. For example: "W.R. Oke and Son have just

, received per Cartes, a large stock of material; and’ are now
.- prepared to receive orxders for the- manuiacture of - s8leighs
- of'all descriptions.
_partlcular styles.“ Evening Teleg a:n,

Palnting of sle:.ghs attended to in
Decem.ber 1379. oo

' 37See for example.'

~ the Practical Mechanic or The Carriage-Maker's Guide R
'(Indianapolis- Frank H.- Sm:.th, 1886}, pp. 8-14. . :

' The knowledge .

Standing .

J B. Hampton, A Pocket. Hanual For
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'175.
pillars cr the-plllars support ng t.he mid-sect::.cn of the
- body were then mcrticed and te oned.‘ There were two _
standing pillars, one on each side of “the body. They

'supported the roof in the middle.
o

Next the various rails

g which frame out: the windows and dccrs were put in’ place.n L

' -

. The panels ‘were then screwed to this framework and the rocf—"

- e
{if it WEB an enclosed carriage) was bu:l.lt and attached.

. Holdlngs and other fancy e.mbell:l.shments were put on cnlx

after this framework was «u:ompleted ' As with :Eelloes, .

"different pa.tterns and molda for panels were used on.

different vehicle typesm Do --‘ )
S A
The undercarrlage or qearing consisted o,'E all the -

T

runnJ.ng parts of a. vehicle includlng axles, aprings, perch, ’

wheels, and the fJ.fth wheel. At Carnell S, much of this )

Lt
part of a carr:.age, e.xcept for the wheels was imported: frcm

o the‘ United I_States. 38

38Some Bostcn manufacturere of coach” hardware aéi -
carriage trimmings were advertising in the St. John'
. newspapers during the 1850s. = For example:« "American
Harness and Coach Hardware. Edward Dana, Agent and . -
Manufacturer, 29 Kilby (nesr Staté Street) Boston. Cloth,’
lace,. bands, bolts, washers, half—patent and patent axles;
ell:.ptic and. side springs,. warranted quality malleable °
" ireon; extra enamélled top and dasher leather; Buperlor -

- enamelled cloth, black and fancy colors; bent rims;. hubs.? O

_ spokes; Bha:ﬁts, etc. Particular attention given to f
;orders. May-6." Public Ledger, 20 May 1856. Another - -
- example: “Henry Taylor and ‘Company , Importers ‘and Dealers

-in Foreign and Domestic Saddlery Hardware, ‘Patent Leather .-

and Carriage 'I.‘r:l.mm:.ngs. 18 and 20~ Kilby Street, Boston, -

-, Harness Leather, Xance Wood Poles and S.G. Reed's wheel

“stockn." p?;blic Ledger, 5 October’ 1g52. - Co s

One of the most common spring types .

-y
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of the body (Figure ;-léJ An upholsterer' or’ a'tr:.mmer, .as

I-'.they were some

had to be fam:l.l:Lar w:.tﬁ the way 1‘:2 qu:l.lt and stuff seats,.

: ",-make cus:.ons, curtaina and to cover tl;e interior panelling'

L]

s

typea of Bew:l.ng needles, thimbles, scisaora, clawed and :

. o

-clawless hammera, measuring tapea, pliers,' screwdt‘ivera;

N

' '.‘straight edges, punches, clamps- and mallets. - /"

e

L

'proceas 'in a cari"iage factcry ﬁas complex. Regrettably} '

T as deta.‘x.led as th:.s descrlption ‘may seem, there are major '

B ,g:.ven when talking about the conatruction of the body and .

. provided- hoﬁever,-- not as'much attention to detail Jwas

gaps in this attempt at reconstructlng the processes

-involved J.g,..the making of horse—drawn vehJ.cles.. grea.t

amount of infomation on _how wheels were constructed was °

o~

' the undercarriage._ Th:I.E po:.nts to a fundamental prohlem

when attempt:.ng to recogbtruct any craft - the craftsman .’ o

4

inability to verbalize uork activities, 'I'he whole

'learning process,.in a craft tradition is built upon .

1earm.ng by obaervation,- not by articulation. It has been

shown that in’ some crafts, craftsmen not only do - not, but E -

"cannot verballze the ways in which forms are 'created Ruth‘

: Bun_zel, for example, found uhat ZunJ. potters were guided

by unconscioua .-rules of proport:l.on and thus, were not aware

4

“referred to, waa famil:.ar w:.th all -y

_As the above.descriptlon :I.llustratea, this ct truction ' -
: : - : aQns
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Lo fi
to know how to perform the taaks of other workers in the E o

- N ' R tT g

‘."

factory. L,

,‘-u -

Some of the major characteristics of Carnell'

. Carriage Factory are 1dent1ca1 td’lany of ‘the characteris-_?

Y

tics often attributed to so-called rural, hand—made crafts.

This in 1tae1f exposes the lack’ of utility of the term

s "hand-madeﬂrin determining what 15 or 15 not a craft. A

«,‘

- more insightful concept to use 15 the notion of workmanship

put forth‘by the de31gn historian Davrd PYE' Pye, 1n his‘_

N work, Tﬁe—uature and Art of Workmanship, delineates two NE -

kinds4of workmanship - workmanahip of IlBk and’ workmanship

of - certainty.dﬁ 'ﬁorkmanship of risk includes any kind of -

.

construction proceas where the quality 6f the work depends " .
. . "5" . .
on. the cave, . judgement and dexterity of the maker._,In e

thlB kind of construction procees, the product can be L o A

ﬂ\ruLned at any time._ Workmanshlp of certainty, in contrast;-fﬁﬂ'ﬁ.:

K

,—"‘_' -‘-'

is any construction p;ocees where the quality of the work e ;

: 15 completely predeterm:.ned.a5 The more ‘a constructlon

’ f—— -

'-; procesa is ﬁlmilar'to a- fully automated factory, the less

- input the maker has into the;objects being made._ Carnell' :‘{Tﬁ

Garriage Factory 19 an example of workmanship of risk‘-

!

:'e- 44Dav:l.d Pye, The—N uré‘and Art: of Workmanship . Ve e
(dambridge° Cambridge un versity Press, iﬂﬁﬂ): P. 4:.: T :

._.v‘.ﬁ..-,a A

. - L
- e 4 s . ) . -'I"'.:, .

l',.-;»'] Pye, Nature and }Lrt, ph Ll : ST
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/ making industry was both conservatlve and 1nnovat1ve.

- century St. John E:N newspapers. ThlS data prov;dee an.

v
|

-
-
s

.’.'. )

.I"‘_-": ' 4 I_./ 'I ‘ N . . 'A.. . o :

a

any image considered pleaeing could -

be used -to produce the COSMEth - o ':?}

%:,_ component of the mat.3

In most studies of crafts, only the conaervatlve and

-

traditional products of craftemen aréﬁexamlned, whxle the

’-—-' “J
influence of external ideas 15 neglected. Thls chapter
comparea the tradltlonal horse-drawn vehlcles 1n'SE' -

John's with the externally designed vehlclee appearlng yf

t

in the city in order to-show that the St. John's carriage~ __1

]
L]

St John's carrlage—makers, 11ke most craftsmen, produced L

VL

N S
both new and old producth as well as products whlch Were, e

L

1 a comblnatlon of the two. Much of the data upon whlch A

thls chapter is based was collect-ed'from'nineteenthj

1nd1catxon of when partlcular vehlcle typea were common

j on - the etreets of St. John 5. ‘ f{; - ffﬂﬁ__ .'g

Tradltlonal wheebdesaand two-wheeled vehicle forms

LS

whlch date back to antiqu;ty were common ‘in St. John <] :V

2' 1n the early nlneteenth century. Vehlcles known locally-

- as catamarans,_box carts, long carts, Irish carts andf'

s o . i - . I, o, . R - L
"ﬂoog carts, appeared frequentlyjln early_nlneteenth_,_

e ey 3Gerald L. Poclus, extile Tradltlons oanaggkrn

" Newfoundland, National ‘Museum of Man Mercury Series; . . .
- Canadian Centre for Folk Culture Studies, -Paper No. 29 -
(Ottawa. National’ Muaeums of Canada, 1979)g;pg’5?. C

\
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$of 1

Seatd _

L rable 7

Horse—drawn Wheele.d Vehlcles )

®
o

qcper] Ciosgd[OmrrerciaJl privatE| "3 of |

Horsesg

1

E'orgmeraltravel

Smetmesusedasataﬁ

Ornate vehicle - only used

f1ler 3.
LR afﬂa.-
| drives

Seat

tg .

2ord.

Ozmtevehicle cmlyused L
‘hyimalthy:hthxnduals B

Only used.by wealthy = . '_"-' . - PRI
individuals, . . o R

Only used by wealthy © 9 -
:‘Jﬂimls' "'_- . f T
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' ;vehicle in. St. John's in the early years of the nine—fﬂﬂ
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I,included a seat capable of holding two paasengers,"

-removable top, and ‘a bpdxmAEt directly on the frame ;T; - f
(Figure 26). | ._-' :f'",t ' g ,_,: '

- One: type of chalse, a glg, ‘was the most pcpular

. ﬁ"teenth century (Flgure 2&).' William Felton, an English

'“aVcarriage—maker worklng in- the late eighteenth century, f””""

"ffﬁ"described thlS type. o -' . el . S

e -Gigs aré one horse cGhaises of T
s varlous patterns, devised according

more,generally, meane those  that

hang . by-braces’ from the aprings; the - f';fj; e

' ; :3.f‘_.mode of- hanging is what. pr1nc1pally

) . constitutes a gig, which is only a- ) g
o ." one_horse chais¢ of the most ) S
SXT _ fashionable sort of two-wheeled - = = . . .
T, . \carrlages, it is. usual,-in building . P
. g a‘gig, to imitate them, particularly.. S .
- in the mode of. hanging. : The gig . S _
pRTT mostly hangs from:the middle of -~ - ' 7 .7 :
R TI _*the ‘hind pillars, and is built a5 . .- g
4 .o v light ‘and’ as eady as possible; -all, . T
. ong horgé~chaises that are neat , ~ . .
Fg@’,g;fﬂl"-and fanc;fully coristructed, are . I
‘.:..“ v oo namgd glgs 10 u . ) " -'... . ". .'- . e .]
- . o \\’ L -"'75.- ]

Don H. Berkeb11e4 Carriage Term1nology* An Hlstorlcal
.Dictiona (Washington. Smithsonian Institution Preas and -
LIberty Cap-Books, 1978}, PP. 30—82. o L : .
. \10W1111am Felton, ‘A Treatise on Carriaggg (London.:‘_ ) S

) Printed for the: author, 1796y, I, 128. A currlcle was - - :
"Bimilar tc a chaise, It differed by ‘havify in place of
‘ghafts) a pole for use with two horsea. See:. Berkeblle,;
S Carriage Terminology, p._115.. S o o
5 ‘ o \“a”, . PR -:i'ff.'}} N
IR (o T e
S f B R

~ to the fancy of the occupier; but - P "_ﬂ--' ﬁf‘
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i‘operators of service. vehiclee received finandial assietance ir !
“"“from the government, but most operated with their own _ | ‘
-f_capital. Examined here are the various eervice vehicles
'iin St. John s and’ the waya in which some of these systems

| .0perated. S

'"etagecoach serv1ce operating in 1822. This service.began

;in order to carry mail and paesengers from St John's to

A ot . .

' Waggonette, Halifax made, hpply to John 5. Simms. A

. 145,

_characterietics inQregard'to body structure. The body wag

enclosed, that 15, it had a roof and sidea. The entrance o

‘door to the body was at the rear of the vehicle ‘and the K
seate faced 51dewaye tothe direction 1n which the‘l t
vehicle moved.57 some were,imported from Halifax in the <

‘1ate 18805.5-8 These vehicles were drawn by two horses

: and held 8ix people. Some were operated commercially as

cabs, while others were privately owned and operated . ;.’ Y

In addition to the many prlvate vehicles 50 far

X Lex 1ned ‘a variety of gervice vehlclea existed in St: . i R Y

,John 5. Just 1ike other North American bowns, St John'

jin the nineteenth century “had service vehicles ranging ,'*.Z

':ffrom public transrt carriages to hearses. Some of-the

‘Pl'

~

T R

"’t * The first documented public traneit eystem was a :”d ;“’::33:'

‘?.5?eerkebile,.Carriage Terminology; p,'zgé..

s SBSeer for example: "Por: SalE;'a'first:claes"eijf?,f;”

j Evening Telggram, 12. Hay 1886 !
g ‘: . i b . . - ‘ - ' ,
., i |.. 1 \‘ ?I' . In L]
|" “. ..', L I o
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- _ : .
placed this vehicle in a parade since 1975 because it has

W _ . been di fficult to £ind someone to repalr the vheels. It /
; Fom

N _ is now kept in the Antles' backyard.

A o A third vehicle fitting under the r.ubric of a ceremon-
h "ﬁ:l.al carriage is an c;irn.'sc.te,r restored enclosed carriage
_owned by Cloveliy Stables on the Logy . Bay road, St. Jéhn's.
) This vehicle hae been totally reconstructed wlth plzate . .
| "glaas windows, ne\nir upholstery, paint and wheels (Figure 54] . .

'_At the preaent it is etored— in a barn nost: of the year

_ o }and .‘LB only used when rented out for wedd:l.ngs, anniversanes e
b X . . __\"-,I;, . e L : o o . : E
' and other eelebrationa. L e e S

-

The Regatta Committee 8 carr:l.age, Clovelly 5 carriage
. Iand Mr Anf:le '8 ve_h:l.cle have moved from be:.ng objects of . ; r
- ) Lo 'everyday uae- to epecial,- ceremouial artifacts. PeopIe E |
- i I-,'today”associate these veh:n.clee with J past, even \:houg‘h - -_1"_
'-_.rnuch renovat:.on has occurred. Mr Antle 8 ca.rr:.age and

'Clovelly g carriage have been totally raconat‘ructed w:.th

ok g

. ne attentlon to partlcular styl:.stic detail.- 'I‘he Regatta

' ,‘Comm:.ttee 8 veh:l.c:le waa of a. type owned by only a mlnor:.ty‘

k] R

“jof $t.' John 5 rea:.denta. The majority of the town 8 '5': . . R "

' '-reaiderrta ﬂrere more familiar w.‘l.th carta, alovens, expresa L
- o waggdns, arde Ble:l!ghs and buggiea than with a.n ornate Landau

"in the ninateenth and twentieth centuriea. 'I‘hese art.l.facts g

',_represent a- myop:.c v:.ew qf thaa-past. :
A.nother place where horae—drawn vehic:lea are asaoc:.ated
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