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A b m e t  

Leibnnr'r disasemena wiUl Malsbnnshc srs more than theologicdly 

cltdcnt Morco\rr o, Letbnlz r c m p u d  tn hlr f u ~ h  d n e l o p d  phnlaophy. has mucsm 
of  Malehrawhe hadapplnrataon more utdelv to Lake  and hcuron Utch ofthe 
ewhlcenth ccntun morcmcnt fnm Humo to Knnt had ,r\ orsdeesm 10 I h c r c \ c n m h  
s&rury debate &ween Malebranche and Lenbn~z while ~ a l e b m h e  meat- the 
conten for Hume-r cnttque ofUle ordinary mcqx o f  causaeon, Lelbnir'r response L 
Malebranche ruggem the dimtlon o f  Kant'r -nr~ to Hvme 



lmmduct8on 

This is a r l d y  of Lsibniz's reaction and rspoms to the 'ossariaralism' o f  

Malebramehe. W l l s  Leibnir'r diragrremcnu w.lh Malebranehe may usm to k o f  

merely theological significance, his anempll todiffermtiate himself fmm Malebranshe 

prefigure and have probably influenesd the direction ofthe great eighteenth eenlury 

developmsnrr eon~crning the n a m  o f  causation m Hvme and Kant Thus. allhough 

Letbnmz's attempts IO diff-tiste himself hom Mal-he do oesw m t k  context ofs 

theological debate. there is much mwe o f  intern IO the hmmw of modem phnlowphy 

here than a rnmple debate over Ood'r dignify and power 

Sin- this study is foeusedon Mnleb-he, Leiho8~ and their influence on the 

eighteenth seaury positions of Hume a d  Kant w.th mpet to sauralify. #t is divided into 

three chapen: one on Malebranshe's phnlmophy with w i f i c  anenrian to his critique 

of the Scholart~s mnsspr of causation, one on the hnrtory o f  Lsibnnz'r developmern ss 81 

anrer in reaction to Malsbranchs snd through the prompting of Amauld and one on su 

lrnpomnce to thP history o f  modern phtlowphy. 

Chnpr I offers an account o f  the ~ ~ i o ~ l i r m  o f  Malebranehe and Lsibniz'r 

mnmtial sympathy wth it, although w t h  reservations. This chapr  IS faeuwd on 

Mdsbranshe'r critique ofthe Scholastic mnceptotcaution as i t  a p p n  in -h 

afler. 1 alw, is sonamed with Leibnsz'r early statements about the phil-fiy of 

Malsbranshe in their correspondence I haw benefited horn L k  work ofCharles 

McCrackm, who r iwter Mdebrrnfhe in his proper an ten  h u g h  r very full m u m  



of  Malebranchc's relation to bah thc New Physics of the seventeenth century d thc 

Scholnttc Aristotelian vsdntim. 

Chapkt 11 -1s s mdiingofthe h i m  of Leibnisr dsvslapmcnt as a reastion 

to Msleh-he and thmugh hirmnhontstion with Amauld I t  coven a nnge of the 

Leibntrian s o w  horn lk D i r m m  on Mmnhvrics thmugh Ihc Leibnlz-Amauld 

correrpondensc to Lsibniz'r mrpondence ui th Samuel Clarke. I have f e d  Stuan 

Bmun'r recent article on Leibnnr and Malebrsnsk pant~lar ly helpful. In it he 

snterpmr thc devslommt of Leibnir'r phil-y u a m i o n  to Malsbnnsk lhmugh 

the pmrnprlng o f  Amauld Nisholn lolley's MIL on Lnbnir and Losk, and Eiio 

Vailli's account ofthe Leibn~rClarke wmpondmse have bsm invaluable for the latet 

reaftton of Leibnir to Lwke d C l o r k s  

Chapter I11 draw our rtr ~mplicmonr o f  Leibnmz'r development for t k  

eishtecnth century debate klwa Hums a d  Kant Charlsr McCraeken giver a very full 

account of Malebranck'r relation to Hums. M a i d  Ruthnford pwider  an inUiguing 

interpretstatlon o f  Le8bnnr'r mature acswntof space, tims, and intenubsmisl causation; 

and Gonfncd Manin povlder a helpful interpmation of telstnonr in Lembniz'r philmophy 

\dth ~pscific reference to rpaee d tims. 

I have dradram m@er t h n s  manm in the following wnslusioion: thnr -teenth 

century debate prefigures the eighteenth centup dixws~on of~alrrrltty 8n Hums and 

Kant In w, doing I mi& rnyvlf to have revealed s major philowphcal signnficame 

of Le8bnnz.s response to oecssiwabsm. This is nnjusl wh.1 t t  apparj to be, adirplte 

between tM theologians over God's dipi tyard p o w .  It is a dirpvle ofmush mas 



philovlphmsal rign~fissna. Lenbniz'r mponse to Malebranche prefigures vhat is 

arguably ons of* rnosl sipifisantdcvelopnenD in the hiwry of modern philooophy - 

the response of K m  to Hume. 



Chapter 1: Wsb-he on Cnwation 

What is Lediffas- t=awem the ~(rrplr  ofeausption of Malebmmhe and 

LeibnlZ' This q d a n  deserves psrtisular anention s ine Leimi is  dim-mu with 

Malebranshe are o k n  -ted as a mere IheoIoqieaI dispute about God's digntv and 

w?sdom when. mwh mars significantly, the phil-y k h m d  thirdsbate prefigures 

(and har actually influmsed) Ur famous sightsnth century debateover thp ~ h a e  of 

causation. Although much ofthns wmtesnth centmy debate is Ihmlogieally inspired in 

the movement from Maleb-k thmugh Lenbnnr we can ue aderelopnmt away hom 

the Canesian conccptofcawaIion (witere, for smple. bodies amsnuidnsd to k 

entmrely p r w e  and without eavral force) toward the skepticism concaning the concept 

of eaudon in Hume o r t k  ~ubjsnive explanation ofcawlion m the Kanivl 

philosophy. 

Much of dte development o f  the mnsept o f  causation in the phslosophy o f  Lcibnir 

assurr with," the sonten of& mnndbody pmblcm, which has tts mqin in the 

philosophy of Deranes. In his Meditatiom on Firrt Phil-ohy Dacsna ~ p r n t s d  

mind, whore principle m b m e  8% thought, and M y ,  whore principle ambute is 

sxtsnsion, as dlsnnst rvbnaneer that cannot lnterast with each other #n m y  w a y  M w h  

of Dasanss' philmophy. i ~ l v d i n g  this rubrant~vsd~m~nctim bmveen mnnd and body, 

$3 a reannon agsinn Seholsnic Arirtotslianim. In -World for example. Derana 

hrghlrghu his d i f f eme  from t k  I\rinotelim wadition by focusing on their d~ffermt 
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