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ABSTRACT
I ‘ 3 !
This study is concerned with the demogra.phic situa.t:.on

"'of La.'brador In'u.it between the years 1800 and 1919. It is shown ‘
/

1.

3 ithat the accultura.tion process in::.tiated by Moravian missiona-
vries had an a.dverse influence on the ba.la.nce between popufla.tion )

i ‘and. resources a.nd the physichl health of the Inuit. The migssia-

na.r:.es diseontmued aborig:.nal p0pulation controls, and destro-

‘yed the tra.d.itiona.l health c&re system. However, dne to the par-

ticula.r characteristice of the Moravian Church, sui‘fering “and

dea.t weTe ya.ewed. as des:.ra.ble a.nd thenphysica.l"state-,.of the

Inuit was not ‘given"much a'tt,ention.-"l'herefore,loverjaopt\xlation,v'

‘epidemics, and the lack of health care led t0 a demographic dis-

3.

a'ster., cha.racte'rized'by fa_lli‘ng\fertility levels., d‘ecreasing ex:-‘_

pectations of life, and 1ncreasing infant and child mortality.

X It is claimed _that’ although a.ll the La.bra:dor Inuit were sub;jec- :

ted to this é.eveloPment a correlation can be fou.nd. between the ¢ .

gravity of the. demographic disaster and the degree of accultu.ra.-'

tion ‘of, particular populatione of Labrador Inuit._Lee_a_aLcoulttu-

o

"ra.ted settlements were characterlzed by healthier inha.bita.nts. :

"It is shown that whereaa the a.cculturative process hacb

i

tremendous :meact on the lives. of the Inuit, 'hhe very ba.sis of

their soolety, kinship,,continued as such despite the Mora.vians'

attempts aimed a.t reducing its importance. It is Olalmed that

a new. marria.ge form, cousin marriage, ‘emerged as an institutio-

‘nalized' résponse to'aecult'ura.tive forces. B DI o

y . . L i i ~ -
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, . - In thia thesis: I exa.mine the demogra.phio cons;quences ofir_"‘;’ Lo :
'{ Q{v “A:changed cultura.l conditiona in La,brador between the years 1800 . " °
le - ,’ a.nd 1919, hoping o deepen our knowledge of the interrelation—‘_~= -
| o f,: ',sh:tp betwe;n cu}tu.ra a.nd demogtaphy ;I.n general, e.nd of La.brad.or" : ' \

) ' history in pa.::ticula.r. It will ba shown that the ;period. of con—': - i

e . Jtact history under oonsideration was ma?rked by a con;ta.nt d.ate--: o

‘ :::I.oration of the Labrad.or Inui.t‘ demographic aituation, caused
a to a. signii‘ican/t exten'l; by the 1mposj.tion of a pleasure-—denying' ', q-l _' v )

: ideology hy Mora'via.n missionaries. This view differa from thft

o expressed 'by the ea.rly achola.‘ns of Labrador hiatory who regar—i : e o
o . LT C
;.ded the Moravians as saviﬂmrs of the Inui.t from physical extino- R

h.on (Gosling n.d.:316- Gren.t‘ell 1910:256; 'rannor 1944:779). o

' they vere not a.ble to understa.nd that the Moravia.ns we:r:e helping
S~ 't'he Inuit in recoveri from the da.mage ca.naed by the same misaion .
' in ea::l:l.er yea::a. By a.;nalyzing the demogra.phic situa.tion as a . R

g-longhte]m procoss I was a.ble to obtain a,better pictu.re of the

'Mo:r:a.viana‘ contribution to the forcea which were s;ha.ping the pby-v.

e e ’aical 1ife of the Inuiﬁ. R : SR o : °:-': ; "
A "{.1

. " A A Although I expand. the critique of the Maravians' invmlvement “‘T -
E ,'T"‘ irc La'n:a.dor, recently exprassed by Hoberl‘. Paixs (19778252) and. -

o . RS
‘ Eamett R.tchling (1978:72), I an a.waze of the impossibility of AP
: o " R U T e ' 2 /o,
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gamralizing a.bont Xhe Momvia.ns.- In omd.er to: give expraasiom 'Ec

the characteristics of 18‘611 and carly 191:11 century Mo::avian miasi- _

y onaries, I use 'hhe tem civiligi_ng p::ocesa instead of ‘the mozre ,' . ‘
frequently encountered 'cultura cha.nge' on 'accnlfu:ca“kd.on'

latﬁer tem stem f:.-om cultuzal nelativiem and ara neutra',l a.ml

’l’hese

: = vague. The word“ lodvilj_zation' ia the spinitual child of evnln.t:l.-

onism. ind.icaﬁing 'tthe diraction of .the process of cul'hua]. cha.nge

a.s well as ite ethioa.]. va.lu.o. From tha vievpoint of the civilize:,

this process is always positive and ig consoiouslz im%osed upon '

the recipient. I'l: will be Bhown tha'h the civilization!’b:nought by

the earl;c missiona.riesr to La.hrador contained a nnmbe:r oi' elements

which 81!8 in opposition 'I:b our own emancipatgd. viaws. ,Thia contzi-v

- Vf butea to the e.mbignity anthropq,logista i‘eel towa:zds misaiona.ries ’

in general on behalf of" the miss onary'a abi.Il:L‘hy ox uillingneas

-

T

N

to define precisely wha.'t is good and what is -bad foxr 'hia p30ple' ]

\v/

4.

"The onltural rela.tivism that ma,n:,r a.nthropolo ista espouse,

vl.“"-_ - but i‘ew practice, is in complefte conflict with the missiona-

" ry's professional dédicatlon to a get of religious values

and his expressed commitument to inculcat
people with whom @ works" (Hughe& 19781‘72 -y

the ge among %ha

'\)

Viewed in thie context, the anthropological critiqne of 'Bha Mora-

2

via.ns :I.n Labmdo:: dces not come aa a snrprise. However, \m should.

keap in mind tha.t it wag: nn'I: on1y~ the Inui'!: vwho changed., but the

missiona.ries as well. Any’nodw viait.ing La.brador will notice thm'k

[ PRI N

'&he roles have recently beeri ravqraadx the missiona.ry ia no - longer

—

—_—




| the agent of change, ‘but now frequently forced 6 adapt to .
new circumstances. Therefore, although I generalize dbout’
the Moravians throughout this thesis, . T. would not like to‘
make the adaptation more difficult than necessary, and 1 ask

‘the reader to consider all the quotations of missionaries

used in this text in their historioal and cultural oontext. K

s : S i -

. Methodologij' o AP : S,
LT A o A T S R

£

. . N . . B f,l' - L. i . . ;.

P - . Northern Labrador holds a unique position 'in arctie Ame&
< rlca sinoe its inhabitants have had the longest histery of con-
tinuous contact with a Single agent of ohange. The Moravian

’ mission's presence soans more than two hundred years and has Iu
resulted in the accumulation of very detailed ethnographic‘Lata;'~J:
R . « .
: The Moravian church books, reports, diaries, and letters con—
’ . stitute an unparalleled source of. 1nformation about the contact
!

© e history of a non—hestern society. The bulk’ of this thesis is ;

: based on material‘extracted from the Periodical Accounts (P A ) s

= “_.:f .. . and the churoh books kept for each Noravian settlement. Where-

as the Periodical Acoounts oontain qualitative information main-

ly (annual reports and . letters sent to Europe), the church books-"

')consist of quantitative data conoerning the vital statistios of
LY 4

ChristianInuit. - / R
Although the church books have beentkept sinoe the 1nitia-. e

tion of missionary activities in the 1775 s, a permanent Inuit

- -

——

o
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congregational population goes back to the\‘great awakening' at
o the beginning of the 19th century The permanency. although\never

°u' complete due to internal and external migratione, came 1o an end

<

~with ‘the extensive population movemente follo i:g the 1918-1919

vi‘ influenza epidemio, ‘the influence of the Hudson'e Bay Company
. . : A /.
from the 1920's on, and the construction actxvrties during and

SR l after the Seoond World War. As it proved very difficult to follow .

/

: people moving from settlement to settlement duringqthe last-sixty

f_ years, ‘I decided to- limit thie study to the period between 1800 -
¢ and 1919.

A second limitation had to be made with regard to the number

of settlemente covered. In view of the inaeoeeeibdlity of the Nain ‘

ohuroh bcok, and due to the difficulty of- readiné traneoribing,

‘and: coding more than ten thousand entries written in 18th and 19th
| century German soript (1) I decided ta concentrate on only three

congregations. Hopedale, Okkak, and Hebron vere ohosen because

o cent, and becauee’they represented a eontinuum from the most accul-'

. turated (Hopedale) to the 1enst acculturated (Hebron) Inuit. The -
cultural differencee betuaen these settlements, descrihed by T
“‘“‘Helge Kleivan.(1966:30), were expeoted to correlate with demogra-
phic differenoes. R L f4‘ ' i, | | : )
*2" . \In oxder £6 introduce the reader to the cultural setting of
this thesie, {;th oentury Horaviane and Labrador Inuit_ere dee-

-—\

oribed in ohapter-II. Particular attention is given to the

BN

their'populatione were 1arge enough to be etatistioally eignifi--'
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; from the church books and proceseing them in order to obtain in~

.- for the analysi;u

‘ nity codee, and the data from the index carde were coded and

.
5=
(AN
-

demography of aboriginal Inuit,.énd to cultural elenents‘of the L -

Moravians which might influence a demographic change. The synthe-

o ’ .

' ais of tHe two oultural traditions is preeented in chapter III f“;g"f‘"
wa»-. L
concerned with the missionaries' stereotype of converted Moravian R e
SRS ¥

Inuit, and the Inuit' reeponse ‘to it.

N - -
¢
oo s

The demogr%phic analysis of Moravian Inuit can be found in

\

chapter IV. It wag done manually by extracting all pereonal data o

] ;
formation on fertility levels, life-expectations at different agea, B
infant mortality, -and- causee of death. Each. person born in a Mo-, ; f_ X‘
ravian congregation received ‘an identification number which wae ‘ : \

"alwaye kept together(with his/her name. The person’ s date of birth,

namee of parents, date of death, date( ) of marriage( ), and name( )

oI epouse(e) vere tranecribed onto. an indez card. Whenevar the ",

person wae a reproductive female, her children vere placed on
her card, and when they married, they received their own card., . o

All ~the material needed for the demographic analyeis wag extrao—

ted from these cerda. L '_ 1 e o o = Lo
' N . B . L ; L
/ o
Once thie step of transcribing the church book material wae,

K

completed, I continued ueing ‘the - index cards as the data-baeie

of marriage patterne found in the settlements.,:

The reproduotivelpart of the population was eupplied with commu-"ii.LA A

punohed into computer data carde in numerical form. The computer :




FRY

e

L '*(F'—x:i ‘ . ' ! B -
RS S . we;K;;én programmed for a number of spe\ial taeks, such as the

€
conetruction of genealogies, measurement\of the frequency of .

1

\ coneangutneoue marriages, and the planning of alternative marri-‘,

\¢

\ i

resPeot to- age at marriage, frequenoy of re—marriageb, and 80. on.

The use of . the computer proved extremely helpful and for- some' .

tasks eseential However, the time epent in coding thoueande of o
‘entriee was considerable, and . the simple caléulations needed for

\
the demographic analyais were hﬁndled manually in a Lore efficient

'\.preeented in ohapter‘v.

'_i%%uﬁpficns‘ - s : ’i '

s ,r o age choices. Additionally, standard tasks weré performed with {~.:
o - ’ A o

Although Tam primarily concerned with the demographio com—'.
\

.& (': : i'sequences of cultural change, in order to identify ohggg » &

the aboriginal Labrador Innit eaciety. Once the demographic cha-

“ racterietice of ~this population are knovn,'ve can make etatemente

\ Lo
etable condition must eerve as my point of departure.\This ig "~ ¢

a about the. direction of the process of change undergone by Moravian

S

Inuit Therefore, this review of existing theories and asaump-.f

\

o

‘I'of aboriginal demography in general, and the demogrephy of abo-
rigina.l arctio populations in part.ioula:c. It ie folloved by &’

- reviev of theories‘boncerned with’ tﬁe impect of culture-change :

“on demography. S 31 o R ",e T

A

tione atarta with a eummary of opinione expreesed on the topio,-*"




.

. the Breventive ch'

/ e ( . . S ST - ’
. - a . B ‘ o . o N i R . ¢ V. .
/, N CLt "‘ - - . , .\"

/The most frequentiy discussed topic has been the question

of pOpulaticn controls in aboriginal societies. Since Thomas

5

,Malthus' Ess_y on_ the Principle of Population, published in 1798, _.»"‘”

most demographers have adhered to hlS v1ew that in ahoriginal
societies population growth is 1nhibited directly by the availa—'

ble natural resources; @his means that the Rositive check of

: ‘high infant mortality, hunger, and any other cause "which contri-

o butes to the shortening of the normai duration of human lifs,

~

keeps a. society‘s population size at the level of the carrying

1 .c'apacity of the land.\k (1817:21). In technologically mq.{:*é.dvancedl

:countries, it is not only the danger of physical misery which

inhibits p0pulation growth, but additionally, considerations

aimed at maintaining a comfortable standard of living cons%itutevﬂ"

on population, ensuring that a wide margin
is maintained et een the carrying capacity of the land and the ,
population ize ( 817:18) The mechanisms through which these“

two check . are maintained were, according to Malthus,-'moral

e

restrain ¢ leading to late marriages in advanced societies}}!y’ ‘,‘
. il '«“

in aboriginal societies, and Tyice! common to both




7

R

B have dividsd.snthropologists sn@.demographers into two camps..

T -The po;nt of dispute is stated very clegrly by George Mssnick :
- and Solomon Katz (197%#38): ‘

‘,Nag 1973‘59)- On the}/i?er hand, the second question seeris to

. The accent on volunta;x Birth control points to the absence of

Masnick snd Katz claim that this mechanism is iﬁ%eed used by

. : . . . . PR
N ' . “ - S ~ .‘ ' ‘ . - ; N . ’ ' . AP .

“

‘poﬁulation pressure, and sOQisl evolution (Harner 1970), the

-debate can be summarized hy two questionss:

_'1. Did sboriginal societies apply artificial birth controls?

2. f es, should this be considered a positive or a preventive

f% ﬁeck on population?

‘v
g, !

I
o The first question must be answered in/@he affirmative
/ ” .

despite the doubts of some demographers. The influential study
f Carranunders (1922), and Ludwik Krzywicki 's Primitive Society

andyits 'S talxstatistics/(1934), are compilations of ethnogrg_ '4_' N

yhic reports on sboriginal birth and other population controls, '~_“'"

e -
i '\.'
/

"t stake in. this debate is whether we should view all.
peoples as possessing the capacity to regulate their
fertility voluntarily, if and when it is in their best -
interest to do so, Is conscious fertility control a basic
adaptive element woven into the.cultural fabric of most

'lsocieties throughout history-as.sn aid'to survival?"

‘ ' b e el , T

| : : .

o

necessity and is synonymous with Malthus' preventive check.

~

‘the North Slope Inuit in Alaska (1976:56), and the same point ‘;

vas made by_Raymund'Firth,sbout an agrioultural sooiety (19592541

As
§

, “accepted a8 proven by population anthrOpologists (Polgsr t971x4, o .

. '/’




Ta' rity of the land is basically %ffecﬁed_hy this."

: 'ratione as a mdin/reaeon for pep ation controls:‘ ’: : Sy

K 5 "’ ! \. »
"Il
\' .
o
) L o . .
,V :(7 ‘ ‘_E "L“ 2t “:
-l “.\
oo -
‘ij -
& -
4
;.(
I
i e

,5following Aeen.Balikci'e explanation of female infanticide ae

"Tikopia did notwappeab to: be. conéerned with a balence between K s
poRylation and féod supply ‘in térms of -mere subsistéence, (They .. |, .
would seem/ always to: have been interested in. quality as well .. Lr
cas” quantity of food, ‘and indeed]their estimate of the prﬂ Lt a

W .
A 'q; \_ ._ e '
it A

i

L ; , /

Mary Douglas elaborated on this em hasie en a high etandard f
ide~

living found in many eocietieer.and included prestige cons

y

@l

(R N D
N . LS g ’ : - SR,
...human groyups do make attempte to control their populations,.
"often eucce sful attempts, BuF they are more often ins ired.1¢ _—

'« by.concern for scarce social regources, for objects gizing S j_y'

‘gtatus and prestige, -than by concern for dwindling bas / ok s
reeourcee" fT966:268).’ ] . N / | B .

| - LT

L - P

" waevgr, moet of the authore interested in aboriéinal eocietiee'

J

->demography, concentrate on agrichtural and nomadic populat one.,

AE soon as we limit our scope to/small arctic societies, no-cone- ,f H’i"' .f,t

' sensus can be found on the question of population eOntrols.~‘ V {/// ,,353

Mary Douglae excluded the Neteilik Inuit ‘from-hexr interpretation,‘

-r,\

,an.eeologioally necessary mechenism (Douglae 1966:269; Balikci : d:. v

£

"1967:624), and Weyer wasn‘t able to deoide whether population

L C
R

/
: ‘controle aze interpreted as euch by, the Inuit themselvesx" ‘jf ".-‘~ .;?;/‘

"By Qccasionally FST rately killing infants, invalids, and S
aged pe:eqne the Eskimos, either knowingly or unconeciouely, . J//~
‘(1962=159). R I A
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) nal Inui : those still aboriginal could rarely be stu ied in a

f eboriginal. The analysis of fertility requires a consi

' at‘the time of the anthropologist' vismt) %fapring can| rar ly '

o

Masnick and

to invali—-

tiﬁe depth.' bservations based_on even a few years' st y-\in a:i

articular goclety cannot fulfil this eriterion since j

. a reliable fertili -study cannot be acoompllshed. Thia &p 11eq ,

:'lation for whioh ¢

e e

be obtained from the mother.IWithout precise historical 2 cor -

to any aociety, j it is unfortunate that the.only arctic

\of aborigi-,if'l

nsiderable hi\storica.l material is ava.ilabl f’
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SRR and started 'bhe:.r ana.lys:l.s of ]abo gigal Greenlanders' fertil:l.ty L s
IR \wi‘ﬁh the situation in the 185(1 '8, Théir» Justification. R
Lo co : ) "j S
y oo \ "Though Europea.n in.fluence; on Greenla.nd society: du:r:.ng the
T \ ‘period before World War II was considerable, it.was. not sui'fi- o
A .\ ‘cient ‘to alter ha.sio ‘featu::es of the socio-economic syste’m s
"7\ eeselli a demographic’ 'conifert it mus be pointed out that.con=' .: '
S tact between /Greenlanders and D es cah hardly have led to the o
AR ) ntroductison of Europea.n: method of - controlling mortality or: '
e ertility" (1975:38) R G .
L O'mr:l.ou 1y, they discovered high fe‘.rtility levela in th:Ls 'a.boriginal' S
: o populat on, because demogre{phically spea.king, 19‘th oen'l:ury G-reen- .
.l’. - 1 .
L landera' re no«longer aﬂ}:rlginal. This result corresponded. with : =
the autho a' axp'léota.tidn’s s ’ ' LT s
\ "It.i'g,ge rally agreed by all writers that the pre=transitional
PERN state is high level of mortality and fertility" .. . ..~
T (1975:37 . . e T
LT To r&ca.p:itula.te ha.t ha.s heen sald 8o’ far on the suh:ject of a.‘bo..
PSR riginal demog‘rap in the’ Arctic, t}p"‘j}(oblems atill debated by
' " o a.nthropologista a.nd demogx:a.phers can be :formu.la.ted in theae two .
q_uestionav wh:l.oh will answered in ohapter II: o S
P / 1.- Wa.s ar‘hli‘ici, i popul 'l::!.on control usad. bz aboriglnal La.b::ador !
2. Was it app ie in order to %ure phys\ic‘g.l su:.-viva.l o:r to ma.in- o
h v R A t, ’
i g
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With regard to the. impact of culture change on demography, "
’ most scholars concentrate on a single aspect of demography -

'fertili\ty. It is agreed that aboriginal poPulation. controls

- of change.. This leads to higher fertility levelsd(Krzywicki

) r-.>

-1954:96; Lorimer 1958 205, Pelgar 1971:4). But eten in societies‘
"where artificial birth controls are n.nknown, increased fertili:ty'

can be a result of cultu.re change. We kn.ow that 1actation eupp-r .

are \abandoned under the pressure of “’missionariee or other agents» A

'-resses ovulation, and. this temporal post-—partwn sterility extends "

g ethe intervals between consecutive births (Masnick ‘1979:109) .

.'gQWith the. introduction of milk powder oF other foodstuffs suitable
_:for infants, the period ‘of breastfeeding can be shortened, ;nd

'conception occn.rs more often. '.l'his patter;x was’ observed. amoné 7'

the accu.lturated Baffin Isls.nd Inuit (Scha.efer 1959:10), and as

BRI I

LN

"frequently and longer...." (in Krzy'wicki 1934:156). e

A (1934:216).

.:“‘early as the 1820'5, Franklin noticed i‘or the Cumberland Houee R

Cree: "the women ‘who become inmates of a fort bear children more*"

A
[

Very little attention has 'been paid to, the consequences of

- i‘ertility change (Nag 1973:63) Apart from descriptions of popu- :

A"'r

"‘\on cultural reeponses to inereased fertility levels. Krzywicki B
.'postulated an’ interesting hypothesis which states that aboriginal

Apopu.lation controls will be re-introduced. once the population is "'_

confronted with risine ini‘dnt mOrtality ‘and inadequate resources

: _'lation explosions and famines, ‘we do not possess enough material ,

~
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',utility i limited (Wgchter, Ha.mmel, La.alett 1978:27). ~ .

‘ j.was based on data representative of a real population, and cham—-'.

'A gi)&éemograph:.(: rates played an important role. The- result of
.this analysis wa.s highly surprising, sinoe I discovered the emer ‘

e g'ence and disappearance oi‘ cousin marriage. 'I'he question which .

.- .-has to be a.nswered in this respect concerns the function /of thi

: marriage form in Labrador: was it a demographic necessigx "g

'North Alaska. Inuit kinship. F.’e claims that although unions bet— ‘

. ,lerated under sedentary conditions which,had resulted in a shor- N e
e tage‘or unrelatai,potential spﬂﬁsos (1975#55—7), On_tho,other '

U 2
: o
vy N . - -
. I . . “

ech.uology in the 1960's a.nd

A\ P

My computer-analysis of the marriage forms found in: Labrador,'.i,’ .

g

>

i+

1

S -1 consciously preferred institution? The first-possibili%y hss

'most'recently been described by Ernest Burch in his analysis of -

g

N weeu cousins were regarded as reprehensible, they had to be to—.'

USSP o b ocsatea o e e + sami 16 / . RN

" . N - L AP o . . . . P -
- oo i .o . A .

"-;\e" Ce

-L_incompa%ibility of a society s rescribe marriage system\with Hﬁl" .
that society's physrcal survival "(Kunsta ter and otherp1963) o :
o However, since thess'simulsiions of real processes cannot takd- A
‘ ‘Iinto account omcial charaoteristics o}f‘h_tstorical populationa, -
. such am migrations, changes in demogra.phic\ rates, etc., their ) / ‘- / :
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 'oriented anthrcpologists insist.on the importance of changing
'.economic conditions (Hhrdock 1949) These two perspectives on"
":changes in marriage fBrms = Oone. demographic, the other cultural -~lf”x-A

L;will be conaidered innchapter Ve S ~f:, .‘-' . :4.\6‘

;~that the subject of this thesia - tha rgiftionship between cultu- h;i;;

"‘a nnmber of Bchola . To repeat my criticism, hovever, very few ,

wr'

‘b'. .. . ' ..,,.’

o

From this brief review of the 11terature, it may he noted

ral and demographic charaq&eristics -“has bean the concern or

940 LT . -

3‘,studies were based on relﬁhble material, and too many were conr f-.f.‘\ E
-i‘oerned with fertility only, diaregarding life-expectations, mor- f%’,. . f
tality, health conditions, and other demographic factors. I tried L
to avoid takingfa toc limited viclrcf demography and approachcd ;1:1; {f‘
-~all constitutins elements or demography as interdependcnt. ‘ ;ﬁ?.ilf"; -
- ) N " 5 . C '
P ) : i e L
! ."“ ) -" . .'r'.\ .A "T‘_;,:'-
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'\ THE CLASH OF RU_I,TURES IN LABRADOR . - . ..

) \
The oonquuences of cultur 1 contaot between representatives

of different societies cannot be

have some idea about tneir respe tive culture at the time of " con- .

tact. In_this chapter I would lihe to provide such a background

for the main.agent of change in northern Labrador, the Moravr

mission, an? for its original inhabitants, the Inuit It will bs T |

. ’seen’ that some Moravian attitudes differed significantly from

. tric Enlightenment of~ﬂ8th century‘Europe, in mearch of-Lcivitas-
- . - . Lo .-‘-,.‘,' ) "..‘

A played an important,role in shaping the. character of Moravianx

LY

those displayed hy'members of other denominations, and these

missionary settlements. Centuries of persecution and a strong .
v

o utOpian motivation inherited from thedr sprritual ancestors‘“

explain the Horavians' intention %o, found in Labrador "r..an as&-"

: _’rl\-v ' «

lum for-souls weary of the world, and desirous of spiritual"

communion with Christ" (Periodical Accounts 1831:17) Due to their

unuilligness “$o- submit to worldly authorities, the missionaries .'u
came'to Lahrador‘on their own aocount, unaccompanied by soldierﬁ,:

traders and other, colonizers. They were esoaping the anthropooen-:
/

'vimi» nfortunately, the description of the aboriginal culture of' |

"the.Labrador'Inuit is necessarily biaeed by the reporting missio?

A

naries. I am avare that only a Narrow: segment of this culture is
d

: _;_presented here in order to bring out tggse elements vhich were

"in oontradiotion with the Moravian ideology.-

T . . . . - . . i
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de;stood propgrly'unless we .;w;;

N
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‘ ' .". o B L K "Go yve' :Lnto a:ll the WOrld.,

N LT o e o 77 and preach .ther dospel to~ =
: s L Lo ' ,every Crea.tu:re.." : 4‘." 3
- B S (Ma.rc. m 15.)
oan ‘I'hec'Ung{tas Fra.tnm' 'Un:l.,ty of Ja;-eth:eu', oF’ simply T
, T 'Mora.viana' Ais the only contemporary {Protestant Ghurch vith U S N
L pre-Refomation origins. Althoug‘h 'I:he year 1457 is usually given
- . - "_’ a8 its sta.rting da.te, the preconditions for :l.ts emergence were -
S < , provided by the ea.rly 15th century movement of the Czech Huasites. - _': o LI
L ‘I'ha latter, who had beg-un as a reforma.tory force within the , ' A -
_ﬂr - S A Ca.tholic ‘Church, demanding a strict separation between churoh ‘ )
- 4;"1 o a.nd state, succeeded eventually in transforming much of Bohemla
L T ~ B and Mora.via into ‘a ntépian state with‘the previously existing s ood
: ;i - power ry.’ﬂons reversedz the poor ruled 9ver the rich, ahd Czech |
- L '..reg'ionalism repl.;t;:e}l German cosmopolitan?.sm (Rlca.n 19’47). S \ 4
Desplte the Hnssites' self—designation a8s. 'GM': wanio:rs', their " )
; . . Tuse-of . physical force wa.a frowned upon by ma.ny rel:!.gious funda:— ‘
: . mentalista, a.nd one ‘of . these, Peta: Ghelcicky, ds usua'lly viewzed. g
/ V

/’ i as the spiritual father ‘of the “Unity of Bx:e'hh::en' (R:[éan 194

- . ~ - This group of 'believers olaimed that _true, Ch:::[stianity could N ‘ :";'

k { ",4 only\ .be achieved. by a tatal a‘bstention erm uorldly arfa.irs and _
: (-7 literal a.dherenoe 'to t.ho Scripturea. Hence, they oa.rried. the “" - /l .-,-ﬁ‘.'
. , - '.anaites‘ protes'li ;g‘ainst ;]us oppression to the extreme of et
"\ % :‘denoquing any . oppresaion of ma.n bymai: l‘his re:]ec'tion o.f t}la | | '
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Iegitimacy of Dthe exieting eocial order. foroed the Brethren into

: Ainternal exile, and, a.fter more tha.n two- centuries oi‘ persecu—

tion, into externa.l exile in more permissive countries. Sa.xony oo

7
4

i~ wa.e cne of them, ,and there, on the estate of Count Zinzend.orf

‘

, | '»the 'Unitae Fre.trum' was renewed in. 1727. ’I‘he settlement of the

- centre of their activities. 4

ia eufficient “to indica.te tha.t the exilee brought with them a -

: ) ‘Herrnlmt (Cranz 1i772)

-

Moravia.n re‘fugeee, Herrnhut, ha.s ever eince been known as the
3 ) . . 4'.‘.“")’_

Some ‘authors ha.ve questioned the continuity between the cgld

. ‘Unity and. the ‘renewved one (Knox 1950), but for my purpoeee, it

PR

E tradition of pereonal a.nd collective sufi’erings on’ a.ccount of

y their re:jection of the eta.tue quo, a commu.ne.l orga.niza.tion of

their congrega.tione be.eetﬁ on. etrict social control and pereonal

dieoipline, a.nd the empha.ei,g/on deeds rather than creeds. None

: of -these elemente ‘was in oontradiction to Zinzend.orf ' bra.nd of

RN -
AN

' _pietiem which provided an unifying i‘re.mework for one Mora.vianism

which ultimately emerged i‘rom a number of e‘lightly different di- ‘

rectione represented by the groupe which ha.d i‘ound rei‘uge in
7 “
' Lo y
R.A.Knox cla.ime tha.t "More.via.nism is eesentially neither N

a doctrine nor a discipline, but & spirituality" (1 950:408)

' .I don't see why spirituality should not be regarded as a doctri-

A

\ne, eepecially in 1’8th century Germa.ny, with its prevalent doc—

eiz:l.ng i‘eeling as; the precondition for underetanding the true

e e L 1 e v 1o T e g
: .

Etd

'trine of ra.tionality. Pietists were 'in oppoeition to tha.t, empha.—
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U.f.aense of Christia.nity. For Zinzendor:t‘ :l.'t wa.s the hear‘t, rather

) tha.n the head, which led. a Gh:r:ist:.an to- the: a.wa.reness ot a tota.l

| ) unity w:l.'bh Jesus (Zinz:endorf 1.973:29), and he alwa.ys empha.s:l.zed.

,

»'wthe neceasity of renouncing this world j.n favour of the othert

Lo

...the more 'l:he soul falls in love wi'l:h this and beoomes .
" involved, the blinder it becomes to other things, to the -
glories of the world.....It does mnot- think about  this mi-
serable life,\becauai(ﬂ delights its hea:ct" (1975;311).

[, P

' ‘Zinzendorf compa.red ‘a belleving person tc the /bride of Christ,

Uy but the atatus of a wife could only be a.ttained. after death.

' ,‘“Just as Jesus sa.crif,i.ced His life for “the sa.ke of humanity, gp/ ]

i

..every christian should welcome death a.s the ul*tzimate purpose

"oi‘ lii‘e, leading to unif:l.ca.tion with God. This empha.sis on other— ‘

. worldlinesa is expressed :.n the Moravians' terminolog for the

; :Ln the .following passage concerning the mean:.ng of holy comnm- ’

" nions

process of dy:.ngz 'going home' a.nd 'depa.rting thia life' 'a.nd.

4

5 '
i

" "'.l‘hen we experience that‘ through the tomen%ea ‘b’ody of .o
Christ. we are united with the divine nature and come into

. & condition which’ foreshadows something of the resurrec-
tion, béing evenjin this life as if we wersé already risen

~ agdin; and thus i:he onnium: terri‘billum terribilissimum, ‘

‘death, becomes a delicacy for our heart, We consider how

. thisg frail te.bernacle will be mortified, tra.nsformed, and

:--distilled into a ‘new: being and nature; our souls rejoice,
~ ,and delight in thinking of it. If only it migh;t begin this
very dayin (Zinsendorf 7973:20-1), 0 .

o .
. 4
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_From wha.'i: hae been said so fa.r, the conclusion might be

i .- S
¢

~“gmm tha.t the liﬁe‘ ihere, and now' was considered un:.xnportant. / ,

This was not ‘the éase, since any Christian had to prg_g__,hmse—l-v‘ -

S
) worthy oi‘ enjoying the much more mea.ningful life 'hereafter'

. One had. to live according to the laws of God as 'presented in .

the/ Bi'ble, and the communal orga.nization of the Mora.vians a.llow'-- T

ed i‘or a very rigid system of’ soc1al control where eituations

prone "to personal d.evia.noe were kep*l: to a minimum. Disagreementa

'!:wo a.c tors H

belief in the aotive interposition of
519 :411).. . T

e,

the sense of a’ manifest destiny which ha. been é.n

mportant element of. “the Brethren' Christia.nity ever s\ince the ..

N
15th ‘eentury, and the situa,t:.on in which they found them{elves

:l.n Herrnhut. On accou.nt of thelir double tradition (i e., ‘theé old" .

nd the renewed Un:.ty), Mora:via.ns . were ngi*fher orthodox Lu'bhe—

mns, no:r or'l:hodox pietiste. According to Knox. (1950:406):

_"Herrnhut was to eighteenth—century Protestantism muoh what

Moscow- 18 to- twentieth—centuzy {";:ielism;,_ you feared to .

. accept i'!:s alIiance. i

3

Jo S

T ’ " Eon




b

e

.., The Labrador Inuit = : . A e

. R0~ .

the poeit:n,on of miesiona.ries to heathens (}Fanz 1772:222)

However, this new exile allowed them to actual ze their ma.ni-

. fest deet:.ny of ‘God's warriors . and a.lthough (or because")

: ,thelr fields were: limited to a.:rea.s which ne other missionary PR

1 B
-.eocn.ety would. serve, : the nu.mbe:z: of potentia.l misn.onaries

/

- alwaye exceeded the demand (Bechler 1934) In. Labrador’ they

ha.ve spent more than two hundred yea.rs, a.nd I now turn to a,

. 'br:i.ef description of the eociety whn.ch they encountered there.

Given the :Ldeologn_cal background of Moravian missionaries,

. ‘)u.
.a

we ca:gxot expect them to he.ve been u.nbiased observers and Te~

F

porters of’ the traditional culture of ‘the Labrador Inuit. Da.vid :
: Ora.nz, hschola.:: oi‘ great forma.t stands out a.mong *the Moravia,ns,".
‘however, as a truly anthropological obeerver. Personally acquain-
'l:ed. with the missionary activ:.ties 1n Greenland. and La'brador,

Cranz described both traditional soc::.eties in his Hietogz of

Greenlana.;' a8 hook ‘baeed onhis own a8 well ae.other‘ missionaries"’

impreaeions. I use som‘e of Cra.nz‘ interpretations rega.rding the LT

Greenlanders in this. seotion on traditiona.l Labra.dor Inuit, be—

canse- nothing known to me contradicts Cranz' cla.im that:




1

spirits, but these they v1ewed as

r
- ]

. 1 .
"In sta.ture, complexion, dress, and’ general habits, the ‘na-=
tives coincide almést entirely witk{ the kindred branch of
" Karaler Ei.e., Greenlanders] "(1820 Appendlx:292). : ;

EE N . t
When the first mission settlemente were founded in La.brador a.t

Ne.in (1771), opcak (1716), and Hopedale (1782), the Moraviane 4

.were confronted vith a people whose cultu.:r:e differed from their

' .

- own in many crucial respects. Sign:.ficantly, the Inuit lacked

the belief in a necessarily' better transcendenta.l world. a.nd new-

: ed themselvee, ra.ther than any supernatural ent:.ty, as the centre

oi‘ the universe. They did believe in the existence of powerful
\

"i.nstru.ments of man, ra.ther _than

'the other wa.y round.. Comparing the rel:.g:.us systems oi‘ the Inuit

and M’oravia.ns, the well—known dist:.nction between magic a.nd re— )

. <

ligion 'beoomes relevantz the Nora.VLans assumed an asking posi-,
tion of God, whereas the™ In'uit gaw themselves ‘in an enforcing

role, using the sha.ma.n as a power—broker i‘or communicating their

wishes to the superna.tural entities. 'l‘his a.nthropocentr:l.sm posed &

3

major obstacle o the. oonversion of Inuit to Christianity. Cra.nz

o complains tha.t although Inuit society display/e/ at first sight

truly Christia.n characteristics, expressed in the sh/g prac-—: o

tices a,nd an egalita.ria.n socialk s't:r:ucture, it does not stem from

. inna.te goodness and consid.eration for fellow huma.ndue:_ngs, 'but

ra.ther from an egocentric 1ove for one"s own person. He cla.ims

. tha.t 'f.. +both humanity a.nd. sympathy a.re 80 entirely excluded. from

-

N

(1ezo Appendixs293).— T

their charecter, that they a.re not’ even ‘found im the weaker sex"

LN

' ' ' / ’ [ - - R

o



extension of egocentrism to the social level,' ethnocen— L

’crism, was e.nother obstacle to the acoept\a\nce of Moravian-theo- :

logyz "Like- tha Greenland,ers, they conside:: themselvea as’ the .
only civilized and virtuous nation in the world" (Cra.nz 1820 295)-

/
Gonsequent,ly, when confron‘bed w:lith a Moravia.\zi praacher,

e ) “They wondered . when they heard. Yhat the. Greenlanderu had been .

L Sl - wasphed from their sins: -in- the- 'blood of Jesus, and thought
e o - 7 they must have been very bad ﬂeqple. Aind when he told them

P -of/ eternal - punishment,,, they a,g:aed that the Khblunat L f1.8ay .

N + .~ Eudropeans ], whg did sp many,.wicked things, n{igh'i: go to ‘hell, -
oL © . 'but it was different with" thenmalvea, who were good Karaler

N X 21T peopled” (Granz 18205294) S -

In Edping with this view, the 'Mdrﬁfims' had ‘bhe'great advantage
of he.ving ha.d erperience with the Greenlanders for i‘orty years '

‘.. 7 prior to their arrival in Labrador. ind while Ery Gr-enland the
: . L s K I,_) o, .

Breth:ren had ha.d the oppor-l:u.nrty for oheerving the methods of
" the :Da.nish I.utheran missionary Hans Egede. The latter : practi-
ces included corporal punishment (Egede 19253 217), and he coun~

tered. the G-::eenlanders' ethnocentlrism with hie ovmf Cra.nz givea-
Lo i . .
& very interesting account of one oi‘ the encounters between the-' ’

0 on

Y L 'Da.nesr and the Inuit:

Ao "After one of Mr, Egede's a.»aaiatani:s had been telling them :

R S © ; the narrative of the. creation, etc. and they had expressed |

' . .. +their.wonted assents,.they ‘began. to relate the ingipid :

T - fables~ and mdrvellous exploits of- their. AngekoKs [ shamans ],
© ' asking the missionary whether he believed them. Upon his

B disbelief, th.a'l: theix- 'baleg w,ere incons;,.atent witb common :

- . -_‘., .
- B ' . .
. . S
1
o

y answering in ‘the negative, and alleging in aupport of his - A'a"

P oV )



)\_

C A

" \ o . . PR ,“. . o
) sense and probability, they replied.. 'If. you- will not.
believe us-upon our woxrd, you must not require us to.

: believe what we ca.nnot compreherﬂupon yours"'(1820z1'[)

S ‘

. sy - - :

’.l'l'he Brethren learned i‘rom this a.nd. i‘rom their initial fa.:.lures
.in Greenland.. 'I'hey adaptad their teachings in such a way as to
ma.ke them comp:r:ehens:.ble and mea.ningful to the na'blve 1nhab1-
L tants. Hence, instea.d oi‘ dwelling on the, whole Christian theo-
i _;_lo&r, 'they "...resolved to know nothing a.mong the Hea.'then 'but |
~Jeaus Christ the cru.cified, and to confine the:.r futu.re ei‘forts:- .
CL tq the slmple ne.rra.tiye ‘and proifitabler e.pplicatien of his meri-.-'-.
;'t:oribu's ‘°incarn'a'i:’ion, sui;ferings'; and dea.‘th"r(Cre.n]z' 1820.:'59)'
iThig cHoice wa.s an ea.sy one a.s it represented the core of I-Iora.--‘.
K ~via.n theology, .but it also! was a very lucky one smce it f:.lled

. ‘,‘"~,a yacuum in the" belief system of the Inu:.t. it explained dee.th.:'

Ii; has already been stated tha.t possibly the most orucial

‘difference betweenfthe respect}ive world views of the Mora.vie.ns

. > P2

- and Inui'h can ke fou.nd in their oplnions con,,cerning the lii'e '
"here e.nd now' a.nd 'hereai‘ter' On the one hand, we have the -

. Moravia.ne' future orienta'tion, on the other, -the Inu:L't:' 'present

orientation. Although immortality of the soul was postula.ted

by the Inuit, no consensus exieted. as to its s't;a.te in the after—-
L 1ife (Cranz 1820:1"86) According to. the " missionaries, 'hhe pre-

) va.lent opinion with rega.rd to. the nature of the other world is,

expressed in this description given by, a Labradorx woma.n: '

S Y

- - . . A ) et vt L e e ol
. Nt . iy~ T :



," AR P pla.oe where the wincL a.lwa.ys rages? here the cold is
oL extreme, where few sealg are to be found, vhere clothe_a
¢/ goon fall in pieces, and where people su.ffer hunger"
(Periodical Accounts 1846:17). , .

Lacking the. Morav:La/ns '_.consta.nt sense o.t‘ DivéEspe protection, the

T

Inuit cj.earIy referred the condition which they knew above the T

unoer'ba.inty of the life after deathl

i}
N

I AR "The Greenla.nders axe much attached to ~their life of indi~ .-

S Lo “gence and hardships, and are dismally a..t'ra.id of death,- So
T U trwe 1t is, that men without the - knowledge of a Redeemer,

- - . . . /“. . - ]
This fear of death of a.bori na.1 Inui'{: stands centrél in my

fu:cther argumen‘l:a.‘tion. It will be shown . that thie weak poa.nt £

.
\ Al

uencea of the Bubstitution of a i‘uture—-oriented 1deology for -

N ‘ﬁ,the a riginal present-orlen‘tation were fa.r reaching, because ‘

" 'ita' mpact »was i‘elt a't; the very 'basis of La.brador Inuit society—

" 8 g R " must, through fear  of death, be all their lifetime sub ect ‘
SO to bondage" - ‘au'thor's emphasis, Cranz 1820:214).° - -~ . ..°

. o .
‘ in Inuit' eulture was a powerful ally oi‘ the Moravians in their -

o attempts at converting 'l;he heathens to Christianity. 'I‘he conaeq-— "

o T T the physical health oi‘ the population. Let us 1ook at the abori-.‘ 2

‘ \" o : . 7 v

gina.l demographic situa‘l:ion and - relate it ’co 'l:he exieting socio— '

SN N . economic framework. e

L weoe , . P . e
< -3

SN Ma.r'riaget, . . e ,

N o | :

ST G ' . , 'l'he censu.a oompiled b:{ the missiomry Beok (1777) :Lndioates ) N

A T that a.'b the time of initial contact, a.round one thi:rd of a.ll

J. .
marriages were: polygynous, with two oxr 'three wcmen married to

P i e ."‘. . . . . B ' Coe e L . . v /
- N - : . R N . \ . Al




|
o any of the other" (Townsend 1911‘ 86)

. measure fo:c 'positione of valued. ata.tus'

X Inu:.t, noticed by early travellers a.nd. .

: sufficient talent to oocupy such eta.tuaes actually achieve

lygyny to the imbalance ‘in- the ma e-remale ra.tio cauaed 'by

v

age b;f.‘ .girls at’ marrmge (1974: 69) 'I'he same author reports

tha.t having more tha.n one wife was & matter of prestige, but .

' also an economic necessity for ‘men with “large tents and um:l.aJcs

(large boats rowed by women) (1974:6 -70) Here ve a.pproach

" the question of social end economic rllfferentiatlon among ‘the

ssionariee,

Cartm:igh't observe&. 'tha.t a. wea.lthy hief' -3 "tent and

'she.llop were ’both la.rger and bet—ter tha.n those belonging to

and Heinx Iera.el olaims

tha.t not all of the aborigina.l Inui'b ma.les in Greenland had

- \

,their ‘own. boat or tent a.nd were dependent on: o'there economi-

~7 ) where eight out of twe.nty three ma.rried males had more oo

“ fhan. one wife. Garth Ta,ylor a.ttribu o8 this high proyortion of '
J‘O

cally and pol:ntioa.lly (1969:18). One; could e.rgue that abori-—:i

_gina.l Inuit li.ved in7a ra.nk society, in which "...poe:.tions ‘

of va.lued sta.tue a.re aomehow 1imited 80 thet not all those of

- &

f
,-»

’ch\ﬁ" (Fried 1’967:109) _However,- if we take polygyny a.s a

then it see’me that

) most oi‘ the males who lived to a certain age. d.id ohtain a S -

o

-?

cond. o:r: even third wife, once : they ha.d. acoummula.’ced the needed

_— .
- g -

- the 131‘89 nu.m‘ber Of aseorted. killinga a.nd to ‘hhe very you.ng :

v 3y
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L asoerta:l.n, x g hua‘bé.nds were never part of polygynous unions.

' sho\Al for the Igluligmiut that the fa.ther—ean tie is particu-

’ econo :Lc wealth. This cle.'im 'tha,t wea.lth a.nd status were linked .

'to 8 e :!.s supported by the da.ta in the church 'books. Und.er the .

g section 'candida.tes :f.‘or 'baptism' ( Tau.t‘ka.ndida.ten'), the ea.rly

converts are descrihed according to the:.r place of origin, .

\

approximate age, andf the number oi‘ spouaes. ,As fa.r as I could.

P

" One importa.nt mechaniam for a.cquiring the means of produc—<
A

tion necesaary for the support of a large family seems tp have- coet )
| been i,nherita.nce. It :Ls known from previOus works that kinshlp i

. plgyed a very :unporta.nt role 1n the residentlal arrangementn

in Labrador. Ga.:x:th 'I'a.ylor shows that c osely related families )

'another brother, and two accompe.n:.ed their father. It hag been

-

= 1ar1y strong (Damas ,1963:1105), qu:.'te possi‘bly for economic ‘

: reasons. Keeping in mind’ wba.t Israel says about the dependen- e

.cy-of various persons within a local group, it could 'be a.rgued
that s:.nce a loca.l g::oup vas. based. an the. father-aon(s) tie,

it was the father who owned the means of production, a.nd on

” whom the sor depended. °°°n°mi°9«11Y~a This hypothesis f:.nde con= ey

fimation in one- of tha sarly mpo::ts, from: Labrador. Asked

whether ha wants to follow the Lord, a young- Inuk anmuit e [ .

s e = 8 - : o] el PO
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T R | want to follow thé Lord but my second thought is to )
,' 7" .. kiow what thoughts does Moses (his fathei] have, Does he

i }“ i‘ollow him" (my tra.nsla.t:.on, Na.in Diag 1781 £15 339)."

This kin—solida.rity vas -the corner—stone of Inuit society, and
it provided the only a.ccepted. amthor:.ty within the winter houae—
. holds (around twenty persons). In e,roups la:cger than that, no.

IR legal mono-_poly existdd (Ts.ylor 1974:88) Ry

«-,p

‘ T genealogical knowledge. According to Cranz, the Greenlanders '
' B "a.re tolerable genealoglsts, and ‘can traoe their descent up to
o the tenth degree,‘ with all its branches" (1820:210) For this

*

.,

reason, Cra.nz' claim that first cousins did not interma.rry 'j '

N ;."'.. ages/ between kin conoern a.ffinés, who . - were oi‘ten taken i‘oz se- '

cond wives; particularly siatezs a.nd a wife s’ da.ughters (Cranz

’ l .

v 1820:147, Taylor 1974:67) I assume. that the only case-of a me.—

» 4‘do.r concerned aff:.nes (P A, 1798:226) . " ' .

: - L Althaugh from the descriptions a.vaila.ble one gains the 1m-
/ pression that ohild-betrothal was the usual way of contracting

. a ma.rital union (Unitae Fra.trum n.'d.-311), a.bduction yas ;prac-

o ticed frequently (Cra.nz 1@20:146 Taylor 1914:91). I.n either

«(1&20:151). The severe treatment oi‘ dieobedient wivae is also

\ want to be converted o2 not? If not,e. .l will have to. e

'I'he great importance of kinship wa.s reflected. in the Inuit' T

ta.l union hetween kin. reported by the missionaries in Labra.- A

1 / i case the female had little ohoiee, and. Cranz claims tha.t ' " - ‘

shou’id be. .given credibility (18201147) The only forms °f marri- S

SO

.-. :".‘;' ' - "All up-grown vomen among the Greenlanders spend & life of 'slavary" -
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—%this had an economic rationale. On the other ha.mi, although it

was appa.:rently the B:usband who d.etermined hia spouae s"pertnera

‘in the . institutionalized wife-excha.nges practiced in Labra.do::,
: -one doea not ga.in the impression tha.t the women Were. u.nhappy
s with this custom (Fain. Diary’ 1791:15 339-350) Although marriage

: .wa.s a.n econom.f.c necessity m.n’der abo::iginal conditions, & good

'1

dea.l of ai‘fectﬁl.on strengthened the bond, especially after some .

ly they “treat . each other" (dranz 1820:148)

Tt

Relying on the a.forementioned census by Beck, 'I'aylor computes

:A.-fthe averaga nuclea.r family size a.t five persons (1974: 67\).-

;,,However, this ‘involves couplea of all ages, and ta.kes into con- o

. Asideration living offspring only. 'l‘herefoze, it doea not sa.y muoh'

about the number oi' offspring bom d.uring a voman g life. Using

E my own. - materia.l I can only cdmment on-those i‘emales who gave

: "'birth_while livinZ!at a miss:lon station p::io:: to the year 1!800.. .
t

ae to .four births were usua.ly But, since b:l.:l:'thas

m7ht ha.ve occnril.ad. prior to: aettling down in the villages, 'Iihia

L . Tumber might 'be a.n underestimate. However ._it oomlates Vlth\ '

woman, whioh is aa.id to ha.ve rarely a.mounted to five‘ or sir

a missionary s report on the fertility of unoonve:cted. Inuit

‘fnoted for La.bra.dor ('l'aylor 1974:80), put we. ahould not forget that ;

time of 'growing togethtr" "‘I‘he older they grow, the more loving-

I

c"
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"births (Fre,ita.g n.d.=15 591) Cranz affirma th:.s Tow" fertillty @ . R

. ~with material from Greenland: ' ) '- L .: ' ’ B - ) "...~;3 A

S f‘l Wihe Greenland women are 1ot very prolific. ‘I.‘heir childre:/ R

g: l . S seldom exceed three .or four. in number, and | are born, on :
R O ’, ~ average, one every two.or three years.,: When told ‘of the.. )
a7 R B fecundity of the Furopeans, they compare them contemptuous- .
s e ly t5<thelr dogs" (1820:149) o , :
4 thheugh'the preeiee avéra.ge s ber'Lf children"bo(m' to an. éBo:\
. L : e e
- _ - ; riginal InuJ.t woman might neyer be eLtablished conclusively, ERE
S ':"‘.\ T it is evident that certain ttitud.ea a.nd mechanisme 1nh1bited L .
“a higher number of pregna.nciea. 'I‘hie is proven by the foll ing T -
: ex erpt.,from the Merav.’fanq&w ’Inatruetion to be used for the . '
a" - o .
N I B _‘; . in oduction of newly married eouplee in our heathen congrega.-

- S "Ou.r workers among the heathen have to be'on theira d

b o s T aga,inet a concealed continuation of ' superstitious and un- =

) o = " -¢lean'ideas in -the matter of marriage which derive from

S S v " the heathenish tradltions- of our brethren and sisters. .- - -

el o7 - .0 7m0, ' One of these is the idea held by the.Greenlanders that P

a " % .7 =& woman'should be ashamed to bear a child within the first . - - st

<- " year-of her marriege;. equally, that they don't like Having -7
©-. | more tha.n one child within three yearsd, although they live . . \ .

as wife and husband frequently emough during that time. . ° ' =~ \', | .

N Such a way of thirking must be eliminated entirely..ess. - L
L ] Otherwise, it is to be feared that sins related to mastur- o
‘ ' bation will occnr, which are an horror to our Loxd" ™ e
) (my tra.nslationc. emphasis, Unite.s Fratmzm 1786).
‘_;:, ) ,': It could be a.‘cgued ‘ 'at thz.a pessage refers to Greenlanders,, K
v _ - not to- Labradoz: Inuit. I would. connter it by pointing 4o the v
’ . -bizth spacing premlent in Tath century La.brador and correlating
. ,; - w:l.th the "eve:r:y two ox: th:ee. yea.rs" posmilated for Greenland.. : -
'\' R L . ‘ . * : - :, .
) B L 1 . ;:- ¢ i ‘-’5,
Y s e . 3 e
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An even more Valld proof for extrapolating the passage to Labra-'

N
~

e dor, can be found in a Moravian document listing abstinence f om

intercourse as a sin practiced by Labrador Inuij (Unitae Frat:

\'and ite exietence can be related to maeturhation, mentloned in -
1 A
~the document above, The underlined paesage is not entirelg clear:
in the German original ("obschon sie zuweilen zeitig genug wieder}
'\..

) ehelich leben") it can imply sexual intercourse, but it-can leo 3p-

‘refer to merely livigg together. I am inclined to follow the .‘; o

'_latter interpretation, hecauee, had sexual intercouree been im\

AY

'plied, the reference to. abstinence and masturbation wouldn't A

"make sense, Also, the, reet of the document is otherwiee very eX=

plicit, and sexual intercourse is referred to as the 'unification

of fleeh' ('fleiechliche Vereinigung').

-, . .

In view of these arguments, it ehould‘be accepted that cone= |

1.

ecious birth control was precticed in aboriginal Labrador. The , o

"eentiment whioh/was connected with itr.shame, was not~describedA

. i’

as such byfcoincidEnce.\It‘uill be'shown that ehanefbes a veri~:
1mportant feeling for the Moraviane, and when they ueed it in )
‘,.J«ched theee customs were in the aboriginal eulture.“

Apart from abetinence, other pOpulation.controls were known

Lo

«and epplied T found three referencee to- infanticide, in.which
,the motives are indicated. It is. interesting to notice that ‘this
cuetom wasn't alwaye practiced due to materdal hard-hipe.

Tals . . S

o 4. . R . . \ b
. . . [ . p S,
s . - .

‘this connection, they probably wanted‘te ehow " how deeply entren—»ni ‘

’n.d.t308)( guch is obviously a oonsciously applied birth contvol,..;-'
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-“ We leern from the church books' death registers that in 1788, ‘

ana boy of two years was killed by his mother in Okkak, beoauee.z
Jhe cried too much' *The mother eloped subsequently with a young
=i} Euitor. In 1799, a three weeks' old girl was. éuffocated by her R

: mother 1n Hopedale, 'aa not enough means ‘for raising her were
J

atailahle' In 1855, wq learn that a widow from Hebron, o "
"ywho was by no means as great a sufferer as many others, could-
so_far forget her character as mother, as to allow hér son, . .
a boy - -twelve years of ‘age, to die for want of ‘food...she. tried
,to excuse herself by remarking, that the. boy ‘was not thriving
elther in tody or mind“ Cp A, 18541229), ,

. We'eah see, that at least oneipOpﬁlatioﬁ control mechénism of”the

L .

Innit, infantieide, used to be»employed in. some inetanees in order
5 .

to ensure personal comfort rather than material survival. This -

N

‘ﬁsuggestS'the existence of the’ preventive check on populatioﬂ

in traditional Labradoz society. But how,about the contraceptive”'
fw

»“ method of abstinence? Wes it eoonomically neceaeary, or-could a&”
larger nnmber of children beé snstained? Garth Taylor olaims that,.
unlike the Coyper and Netsilik Inuit, ".;.Labrador Eskimoe had

en adequate reaource baee. Even durieé times of relative ‘scar—
city, a\wide variety of alternative food eourcee were usually .
available;w...“ (1974!95)” 1herefore, rather than being overh ‘
pupulatad, pants of Labrader bould ~Have: eustained larger abo&

-

riginal settlementa than was the ‘case in,reality (Taylnr 1974: ’
65)0 - ' _.-""* . ‘

'J



‘‘‘‘‘‘

i madic existenoe, it wes probably impoasible to ehorten.the birth

‘:wieh for many children (Israel 1969:29) which would supply

"use of possessing the procreative cap cities of more than one

R o

'”?QB%:‘

’ Although a larger pOpulation would have been feasible eco-

nomically speaking, its growth wag mitigated by the difficulty

~-of raising children. The wide spacing between conseoutive ‘births .

.wag neceesary'since infante had to be breastfed until Qrae—or

-~
e

- four'yeare of age (Crgnz 1820:149) 9}ven/the mothers' reluctanoe
"to feed a strange baby “lest theif own offspring should have\a

rival in their affections" (Cranz 1820:137), and . given their nohg

N
\

'intervals and thus increase the number pf offspring. Hnwever;

' the males clearly wished to have many ehildren. One of the reaeona

for polygynoua unions given by aboriginal Green%anders was the

power and help a man of wealth- maintain his st us, We would axe=

ect that men. involved.in polygynoue marriagee were making a full

woman, We could tfif>p6n;1ude tha’ the»fear of high infant morta-

. lity - a gosi ve eok on- pop lation - constituted the rationale L

. behind aborigiﬁ/l birth co trols. h !

/ .

/, .
Interestingly, this conclusion- is not supported by the data
‘at‘my disposal. Although I do thipk that material cohsiderations

'’

(infant mortality, economic‘strain) can be found behind' the fami-

ly policy in monogamoue unione, social rathexr than material aapeete .

' . deem to hate prevented polygynousiy'married nales from exploiting

the procreative oapacity of their wives to ite viable limit1 This

i‘is refleoted in my data where the bdrth intervals of women taken

Lo,

U
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" ag second and third wives seem longer than the ueual two to three

years dieplayed by women in monogamous unions. Similarly, the “A,

average number of children born to. women in polyg;nous marrlages C L

/

was;often below the normal average of four. This limited empiri— ;

‘

. ecal evidence is supported by a. theoretical conSiderationt given . .
- —

the proportion of polygynoue_marrrages in Labrador, out of - dﬁe-

hundred married males,‘seventy would have one w1fe, fifteen would ) S{‘
.have two spoueem, and fifteen males would‘have tq;ee wives at, the - ;
sameltime..This implies'a proportion of married miles to married
fenales in tbe order of'10d'T45. If:we postulate anlaverage number
of four births per female, we obtain a total of" 580 births. Assu-
‘-ming an unreasonably high 40% for etill births and deaths prior
tc adulthood (see chapter IV), some 348 children wnuld reach marri-
ageable age and replace their parents' procreat1ve~efpa01tiee.i ' - )
waever, given the high probability of a stationary population |
~dn’ aboriginal Labrador, only 245 surviving children would be need— .l'. T~.‘£

v

ed in order to replace their @arenta. Thie ‘means that, either

the proportion of deaths in childhood was con5iderab1y hiéher‘

“han’ 40%, or, that the aboriginal fertility. level\bas Yower ': T ”,;
than four births on average, or finally, that a pOpulation exwv"vf

ploaion was\going on in Labrador at the end ‘of. the 18th century ,

\ T reject all th@fe possibilities as highly improbable in favou;;i,~;t’>;//,,///

-.-w

' of .another one, ngn@lr, that the fertility levels of eecond and

third wivee were below thoae of females in monogamous marriages. “‘;;f‘v

Tl ) \ . . Lo e ] x.
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: - The reader will probably ask why should Inuit males attempt
. AR
to increaee the number of their offepring by marrying more than
one wife, and then refrain from making a full use or this ineti—

./v
tution? I think that an optimum number of children per nale

'muet have existéﬂ, and must have been perceived of as such.

L X 'polygynous man certalnly w13hed for more chlldren than 2 mo-

-

/nog nous’ one could afford, 1n order t0‘obta1n economic aseis~

’tance*from his sons or sons-in—law. On " the other hand, he aleo

‘needed the assistarce of all his wives, unburdened by the care

PN

" of foo'men children; and his. ability for procuring livelihood;
'forla 1afée- amily was, certainly not limitless. Therefore, it
aeeme to ‘me that a polygynous man had to make the ch01ce bet-
ween maintaining his high standard of " life, and’ having as many
,children as would have heen viable. It seems to me that he Op—‘
ted for thg first alternative,vlimiting_coneciouely‘the number

of hlS offspring to a level which did not endanger'hie etatus.

A

Obviously, this is a clear example of Malthue' preventive check t

T on population, active in an aboriginal soaiety.
O It ehould be added that, whereae hLB civilized counterpart
‘ in Euro 8. had only extramarital 'vice' at his dispoaal. when .
atrying to obtain sexual satisfaction without increasing his
family and 1owering his status, a Labrador ‘male could resort
to ‘the institutionalized wife-exchange, or to another wifee

'Such an institution served as a hirth control mechanism; since:

o o et hnerar o st p——————r L e



"0On 'a priori grounds it would seem probable, in view of -
. ©  what we now know about th&.ovulatlon cycle and’the chan—“
' .~ ces of conception, that even/a moderate dispersion of
" the husband's gexual acts would be likely to cause some

ﬂj ";"reduction of .the fertillty of married women" | N
i (Lorimer 1958 98) . . . A - . o .
, ' co ' ‘ ‘ . "
;/) Therefore, we should view polygyny and w1fe-exchange not only v,é
e ' L L FO
‘a8 an attempt at 1ncreasing a male 8 offsPring, but equally,‘ .
i “ SO L

CA R aS'a~pre-condition for~keeplng a female's’ number of births

wltﬁin”ecceptable limits; It is, not eurprieing that abstinence ..
from intercourse (enforced by the lactation taboo) often goee

,together with instltutionalized;polygyny in Afrlca and elsewhere" ' e
P ‘ . ,

"Polygyny facilitates the avoidance of sexual intercourse
with a nursing mother, and it is highly. probable that

. the lactation taboo gains cuxrrency most easily in a so~ ¢

ety where- the cultural leaders are polyEYnOus"
g%orimer 1958:87) . ; :

.‘mdrtantxf o

It is dlfficult to provide re eblefquentltative data'on~: o

7 the mortality levels in aboriginal Labrador soclety. As has al-
S ready been stated until ‘the early 19th century, we cannot speak ‘

- ok a permanent 'Moravian Inuit' population, whlch implies that

. W the nnmerical basis for the computation of valuee of infant mor—,{
. « Y . ’ ) —~

‘ tality, life—expectatione according to sex, etc., is ineufficlent.v

Therefore, I again make use of material concerned with Mbravian

Inuit in Greenland hut only in B8O far as it alloWs to underi

.

L proportions, rather than absolute values.

ar mrte b gmaee . v -
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SR ,t. .--if: P, Bdrresen examined the’ church books of Neuherrnhut and
Lichtenfels, looking at life-expectations and cauaes of death
(1955 a.nd 1936) Since his data start vith the year 1,741, which IR

._'/ K'" "_", S
i only eight years after the Moravians arrival inlcxeenland, o :"‘%

AP I
'l‘wemcan be fsirly certain that thF aboriginal pattern ﬂ still

“g L 'L:i' dﬁ”displayed. Given the already medtioned diaproportion in the

nunbers of males and females, I analyzed B#rresen g materia;
b( Lo ',with this problem in mind.!/ ' -
Between 174t and . 1770, 307 Inuit were born in Neuherrnhut.

‘From this number, 40A of males ind 26% of females died between '

‘[ "lJ o u,~;i "+ the ages “of - 15 and 40 years. S nce there is no. significant
| ._ﬂt '.-'..difference between the sexes with' regard to child mortality,
ﬁr'i.( ' flli "w'_and since more women than men di;d above the age of 40 ve can, Z
jconclude that thare vas indeed a marked surplus of women in
' the reproductive age. This is supported by the values cﬂ 1ife-
_1expectations of men and women, Whereas in Herrnhut the mean

\

life—expectation at birth wag’ 18 years for males, and 21 years

Vo .
for females, in Lichtenfels (a more recent community where the',w
;'data start in 1771), the values ware 22 apd 30 years respecti-'

. PEN i -

}vely. ' o ' ) "Y S IR \4':. -‘ ) R

Cranz also noticed Pis discrepancy in li?e-expectations

- and stated that men seldom attain 50 years, whereas women can

’

: reach more than 80 years OR age. He aecrihed it to- the higher

e proportion.of male deaths due to hunting accidsnts (1820:152)

'.' S ..'; - . " . \\

- LN . L oL o
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This correlates with B#rresen g - data .on causes’ of d@ath in Neu—-.

herrnhut between 1741-1770. Out of the 118 male deaths diagnosed

: by the missionaries, 28 were due to kayak acCidents, which ds

.

5 e
almost 2&%. On the other hand, 12 out of 158 female dedths can '

be attributed to accidents and post-partum complications. This
AW

constitutes 8% only. Since most of these deaths would occur bet,

!

'ween\the ages of 15 and 40 ‘we can gee that the disParity bet-

s
ween the number of males and females. was indeed due tg/a/higherj

a

mortality of males, caused by hunting accidents. =’,//

" We have seen that ‘the same disparity prevailed in aborigi-
/

nal Labrador. But can we explain 1t.with hunting/aocidents as

' well? Cranz claims that fewer kayak accidents werg observed . .
. 2 5 e

-

‘rior size of their boats"(1820 Appendixs293). D, Taylor exa-

be significant.differences in the proportion of nale and female

in_Labrador than in Greenland,‘"perhaps on account of the supe-

mined the records of the first 100 deaths at Okkak, betweén the

years—1779-and'1819,‘and concluded that "there do:not appear to T

’

deaths at any age level" (1974:61). The authox therefore suggests

"that the factors that accounted for the excess of females were

‘ eomehow mitigated in the post-mission period" (ibid ) and con-i

other sorts of killings prevalent under aboriginal conditions R

cludes that the r//ponsible faotor must have been murdere and

(1974 63)L However} as we will see, the numerical disproportion
between the sexes continued for &~ 1ong time during the mission

period, and an explanation has to be eought beyond -the killings. :

- - i
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S er,. Aseuming onlx four husbands for the five women, and twov

; wives for the widower, all of" whom had died before coming to

o o~
.
. TR
~ [
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When the datanpresented by Dr. Taylor are- examined care-l,

'fully, the reason {or the apparent lack of eex-epecific mortaq/

lity beoomee clear. Although 18 females and 17 males died bet—

ﬁ‘ween the ages of 16 and 60, wa will diecover that, at least \
’\?. -
~five of the women were widows, whereas not a single widower ‘\1//

ie included. This means that three %o five males . (depending//'

Ton the degree of polygynoue unions) had died prior r %o their o

wivee coming to - Okkak and should be included in D, Taylor s

calculation. ThlS pute the proportion of male to female deathe

. between 16 and 60 years to at least 20:18. This proportion

cHangen even more. when we include the pereons ‘who died above

. the age of 60. Again, although the ratio is six males to seven’

_females, five women ‘are widows; whereas only one man ie &.WidOWh

Okkak, and including these‘into th category of pedple who died‘ﬁ S

A

*_between 16 and 60 years, we obtain a ratio of male to female:;i v

3

“deathe of 24:20. Therefore, ve can safely state that even during
“the early miSSion period, more females than malee reached old :"
t age.,. Although killings cahnot be ruled(out ‘ag cause of male o

' deathe, I still.argue that huntingqaccidente were more<important
n

in this respect. Outpof the seventeen males between 16 and 60

Ce

.ideare who died in Okkalk between 1779 and 1818, only three diag-
‘noseg are provided. This is not surprising since many would havefi

died outside the eettlement, One out of the three desths waaidnt."

v v . . . - ¢ . .
G st . N . .. . o sy
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I to“chest ailment' the other two 'died inland' (Taylor 1974:62). -

- a?d ptarmigan. Possibly;, theee are hunting accidents, Just

' j'ded in early=-contact church book entriee can be accounted for

aagd' and 'Ripperaagd‘, which means, while hunting caribou

_-quite simply: ae wili be\argued further on, most of the peOple'

When ‘we look at the original entry in' the Okhak church boak S

we: diecover .that what is implied by this 'inland' is 'Rentier-

' B 2

':like in Greenland, and juet as’ there, they were: responeible for

1

male deaths mainly. The fact that not more of\these are recor—*lgv IR

who, died 1n the m1351on stations prior to 1800, yere eitﬁer too

-

old. to hunt, or incapacktated by illness. For this reaeon, the

I

~‘quantitative data contaihed in the church books and oovering

{
\

.the 18th century, are not representative of the aboriginal Inuit.

Apart from hunting accrdents and. casualtiee reeulting from _'“
s

, feuds, a number of apparently aboriginal illnesses ‘are reported

by Cranz as 1mportant causes of deafh Most prevalent was tuber—-f'

’culosis ("consumption and epitting of blood"), and - otherx pecto—

‘,ral dieordere{ "Their most common complaint is a etitch in the

.f_side o’ breaet" (1820:216) According %o the same source, the

\'vided, and leave every thing up to nature"(1820 215) However,‘ S

”they were perfectly aware of the concept of contamination, and(

Greenlandere' "remediee for external injuries are 51mple and

ezpeditiousy Againet inward sicknessee they are totally unpro-'

knew how %o guard themaelvee against diseaeee such as ’1eprosy 8

PR
-

%
~

e .
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(hwhite boils and eeurf")z "Separate habxtatione are allotted to-'

_ ‘ﬂ ,people afrlicted with thie dieeaee“ 'end "feu pezsons.,.have the,,ﬁl
SR . ; .

if‘courage to- attend ‘the. sick, for dread of the infectionﬂ (Cranaz

~;misaionaries in Labrador were unable to enforce theee principles;;fj"

‘~during epidemics of” Eur?pean.diseeses. R T

To sum up; I have argued‘that the Labrador Inuit Iived

. 'in oomparntive economic segurity, maintaining their relatively "

- . .
y high etandard of 1iving through the application of preventive

O checka on.population,iz cndge‘iﬂienticide and birth control._ L

‘ ﬂiTheir cosmology was 1 ited to the explanation ot the life “here

'and now" and death vwag viewed as the beginning ef physlcal euffe-

N:‘iring; Thie life-oxi nted ideology was - identified ae contrasting -

~fca better life, Letl.s now look at ‘the reeult.o;;thun;claeh of

u;.eqiﬁuree{'and ex: ne the ideal pereonali%y structure of 'Moravian

bl

tl;1820:214-215) Thie point is important, as ve will see ‘that the :: u,';:;f.="

LT S N T S S I
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cen ;’~":/(if' - ';“- ‘CHAPTER III

N "_;//<f o THE MOBAVIAN INUIT

:'ex. WL - * .
. N A -

-

. "QOpe ‘suspects;e..that the evident
" gualms of liberal-minded anthropo-

i T ' i logists . a’bout using the word 'pri- -

‘ o P Lo mitive?’. ezcept in quotation marks, =

" o preceded by 'allegedly', 'so- - ”’j .

Lo, s o .1, . called', and other disolaimers, ‘
’ Lo Y © 7. derive not go. much from semantic.or
. PR .. . . -sociological’ Boruples, as from their
RS K 7 .. inmer doubts about the natire and

value of 'civilization', a concept ' DR

S e held-in almost the same contempt as o
L e BN primitive'"(ﬂallpike 1979:v1).

[N o -]

" This. chapter desoribes the transformation of: a.boriginal

co Iﬁit in%o Moravian Inu.it as an example of the civilizing prooesa. )
i Unlike 181:}1 a.nd 19th century evolutionists, I make no va.lue judge- N
. ments a.'bont civiliza.'biqn, if I _were to make one, I would q_uote o .
) ,‘fronr Freud's C:[vilization and its Discontent. Here, however, I am
E B conoerned solely with the 1dentiﬁcation of elementa which- oan ) o / ; )
f " be said to contri‘lzute ‘to _t_he development ‘of civ:lliza.t:@on as‘an 4 T e
:\"! , ~ . o o ab:]eetive reslity. - | ] - o |
,‘;:-é"fifi- - Paraphrusing Norbext Elias (1977), we can desoribe civiliza--'
o 5 ', - ,tion as 8 particular culture based on the principle of postpone-
- o ';'i :mentpv of aelf-gra.tification for the sake of a.n ahstract entity.
;- The gecha.nism by which - 1ndivid.ual restraint :I.s ma.intained rests ‘
,. | | to a 1arge ex‘kent on aelf-con‘hrol la.ck of vhich 15 pun.i.shed hy o
Ty . i e
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':th highest poasible degree of predictabili

L i ) ot

Bl N

feelings of shame, acquired during the sociali

ation proceee.'

,'Although the ''Givilizing! procesa afa ehila’ (k. e., eocialization) y

PR

fcan.be observed as coneisting of learning how to control ite dri-u‘

ves. for affection, nouriehment, eexual ati faction, and

,other kinds of self-Expression, its ultimate urpoge ie to achieve.

« The level of’ pre—~”

di i&bility depends on the kind of society the child is expected

to live in, This rationality behind.¢he irrational table manners,

ar 0!
5

\ ' ¥
: for example, is rarely within the consciousne s of children who L

~,;learn these or the adults who instruct them. 8 we are all full

ﬂ‘of fears, the most powerful one being the fear of abandonment, .

tne outer or inner voice admonishing us of bei ashamed of devi—

FAY R

i ant behavibur suffices=in,reminding us of the onsequences of

}Obviouslytithe Innitlfelt reeponsible to thein fe lewjnumanlbeingb;,

";cumes traneformed into a feax of danger threate
_.darity, Labrador-Innit lived in a primitive eocie

,dfears stemmed from a few,. known sourcest mnrder,

A

deviance: abandonment by the family, friends, or eociety (prison). v

o

' In a society based on.organic-solidarity, such ;s ours, the expec-"'”

mw

diffuse. They correepond to tgm diffuse nature oﬂ our rolee vhich

ehange with almost every pefpon we meet. The fear ?f failing‘to

1ive up to the expectations of an increaeing numb z*of people be—

‘eéve ;x!here.

Y

JIn contraet to Eurupean c1v1112&tion.based on

' ba.se'd ‘on ne~-

chaniocal solidarity. Thay had a few, well—defined rolas, andlthairm

°

Organic,soii— S

bduction; famine.'

s mw

o
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';sutfthese‘wers all familiaz persons, not an anonymous socief&.

\'Therefore; thé sccializat{cn process aimed at educating a child S

V'ality was not subgected to the same degree of self-cdntrol as. . 7

B |

" of. thousands of strangers, it eeems to-me that‘one 8 individu-:

‘E‘

T
Ed

for a concrete future and was. based on rationality rather than_ :
the irrational element of shame. This “Is evident from Jean Briggs'

analysrﬁ'ef socialization in a traditional Inult society (7910?. 5 ,.;
Since the Inuit were expected to please a few persons instead
B ‘ g -

'Jn,"

: was the case in “urope. In this sense, Labrador Inuit were

more egocentrlc and less CLV1lized than the Europeans. ' !:
. . Q; ‘ ' & [ K
Moravian missionaries initiated the civilizing process 1n

——
u - T~ Ve

that their goal was’ to nake

Morav1an Inuit Christians wzthout the vicss of civilization

(T971€B9), aprint emphasized by the missionarles themselves.‘,

. -
4' N

‘ "The public are still told, that the . plan of the Moravians b

C e Missionaries, is, first, to civilize the heathen, and, . - ./ .

BRI then. to labour for. their conversion to Christianity, an " -//,;.

: assertion than which nothing can ‘be’ more erroneous" B ,A*i"”
(R 1831:—v—i9.~~—-5 s . A

’¥'= would not leave\pehind civilization, but only a particular form .

-

-

They were already the products of a long education in self—

- R o . . n .

However; the Brethren surfered from false consciousness, as they

-, .-

were not aware, that by escaping from a. rational Europe, they

-

of it base& off a secular platform. We know from Norbert ﬁlias ‘", y- ”';
2L e s g S
that the bivilizing process had been in progress for’ hundredsl ©

of years by the time the missionaries departed for Labrador. '

-

. . <
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' ‘J cess had'reeted ith God'

I

-
Ri

~ secula.riza.tion movement of

Lo bmmemg gy A ey ey« o - B e T . - L . - -

- s v . .

denie,l ba.sed. on ehe.me. What cha.nged in- 18th ce:ttury Europe vas.

not this baeie of oiviliza.td.on, ‘but the pOpule.r Justifica.tion

fo:: :Lt. Until tﬁ‘en, the ‘re ponsibility for the ‘eivilizing pro-"

e was the eupez:-ego invoking feelinge
of g'uilt ‘and eha.me when se f—control w‘asn't. mafintained. With the o

Jthe ]hlightenment God was 1arge1y

- elimine.ted and repla.ced with Societye. Goneequent%.y, the euper—

' In the eame sense, ch:lld.ren were no long-er allowed to be v:‘.ewecl

ego wae no: longer ;na.inta.lned by faith, but by eoc:.al contract.

B In La.%ra.dor, the Inuit were unepoiled by eecular c:.villza.tion, .

a.nd therefore receptive to God.'s function as the super-ego.
Nevertheless, the c:.viling pracess was euppoeed to move in the P
) s

‘same direction ‘a8 in Europe: ‘ghe’ postponement of self—gratifi—:

cation occurs’ no lo.nger out of consideration i‘or one 8 own pe:r:—'

‘'son and one's :I.mmediate rela.tivee, but 'be'ca,use one feele Tesy e, o
poosible to an anonymous entity. Consequently, the f:.rst task

m‘.‘* the Moraviene coneieted of re-d.irecting the 'romer kin-eoli-

d.e.rity towards a new solidarity with God. B . S . '

A b S e

"eeslt i8 neceeeary, fa.ithfully to- inculcate to. them, the
exhortations our Lord and Saviour gave to his disciples, -
‘of denying ‘friends, brothers, fathers and -pothers, wives
and childrgn, For if they should love any of “their rela—
tives better than the Saviour, they must already have’

~ falXen, and would thereby incur imminent danger of falling
. » 8till more, and even losing their own soule thereby
(Spangenberg 1788 98). - e .

—

- i
i
l

as a eouree of eoonomio and eooial sta.tue, because they belonged I

[ PO

wy o
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to God. This“meant the aholishment of hetrothals in childhood

(Unitas Fratrum n. d.:SB 311) Polygynous marriages could no .+ . . .

»
longer be. contracted (Spangenberg 1‘788:100), beoa.use the rati—

4 !

This last point is important as. the miss onaries were

' of the oPinion that the sexual life of the Inuit\was entirely

. un&‘gulated, and based solely on 'fleshly lust', Particular

o

attention wes given therefore to the discontinuation of wife—

4 exchanges (Nain Dia;z T781) and expressions of sensuality:

s ‘ ~ .

.,...We must earnestly admonish them, that they are not only
- to ‘avoid fornication, “but also whatever might give accasgion
“thereta, to which the heathenish plays and dancings belong"
(Spangenberg 17788 98) . T - S

. 2
>_;\ .

These elements were too much reminisoent of self—gratification !

':~"",1 e, TR

- and ﬁould not be tolerated by the missionaries who described B 2

their impressions of unconverted Inuit in\this wayx

-.‘\ i . . .,

-

' AN
-“Eheir heathenish customs were frequently the subject of -
conversation, and some of their stories -and remarks ma-
. nifasted considerable humour'and great natural shrewd-
- ness, In listening to them we felt continually excited
_ ~to. pray the Lord to open their eyes, and grant them the
‘Jknowledge of His saving truth" (P.A. 18315118),

e

. -

The process by which this knowledge vas supposed to be acquired,

qgs the one’ of civilization, with shame as the main.controlling

' mechanism, and with Morﬁvian teachers socializing Inuit 'children':

(Y
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is well’ reflec‘ted in terms like ,“Our Esquima.ux", sa.id to be

,,.}

'oi"~d.irelct_ion= ‘ T . L

‘them oi‘ their former fears of concrete sxtuations, such as

f‘these with fears .of _a_y_ s:x.tuat:.on. Thus, it is und.ou'btedly truei_‘

n

- A

at the love—feast we d.el:.vered. the salutationa :of the
Board of" Dlrectors and remarked that the grea.'t teachers:
‘over the wvater rejodced greatly to hear good of them,

_but were much grieved at present to have to hear go.many

bad things of them;'. so that they ought to improve the . -

great privilege they possessed of having teachers,. and
would have only themselves to blame :lf they lost it"
(P A. 1847!-581

© : '3

. The-. sooialization process of the Inuit consisted of relieving

£

~

PR

A

l

" that ‘as Cra.nz Qbservas, o A

‘@

.

MW if any temporal a.dvantage must be confessed to have

_an influence in inducing heathen Greenlanders to join

the’ believers, it is the prevalence of honesty and good
order in our congregations, where ever;}' one is ‘sure of .

"his. prOperty, friendless widows: are .relieved, none are

obliged to marry against .their n.nolina.t:.on, no wife ia

"s:.mple" : a.nd "vn:etched" (P A. 1831 66), and needful >

The paternalistic attltude of the missn.onaries towa.rd the Inult

»

-

( "T.; . 'mu:r:der, a.bc_i\uction, famine,< a.nd death .1.n general, and repla.cing '

-

_.turned .avay, or husband permitted to marry moxre than one -
wife, ‘and where all fatherless orphans are ma:.ntained

and educated" (18203206=7). -

”.On the other hand, once their tempora,l state was secured, “the

1. -

lInuit ware expected to devote all their thoughts ‘bb God, and

. uere consta.ntly admonished

¢

: in a state of preparation o’ meet the I.ord, whenever Hs ca.lls

. l

...to see to it Ahat. they vere alwa.ys .

S

¢




was ﬁresent at any time, The Inuit were expeoted to 'become con-

) r,_ection, _and their trust

n" - B ~

them henca" (P A. 1827:250) 'I.'his 1mpl1ed. ‘a consta.nt self-exami-— T

a nation and seli‘-control, s:ane the danger oi‘ falling J.nto sin

v.fnced ...oi‘ the:.r lost condition by nature, o "(PA A, -1827:2‘53), |

who !;cannot ob‘be.in deliverance and divn.ne 1ii‘e, -but through the

meri':g‘ iof ouz.- Saviour"(P A. 1832:253). In short the Inuit wers -
‘no 1onger masters oi‘ their deatiny. As &ranz put it, they evo“lved‘-. "’

. ".f‘rom the un\;f4gnded. 1ibert1nlsm of lawless savages, to a volun-

-t-.ary ‘and hearty acqueacence in every regulation..'."(18203225)

.The mi551onaries were convinced that the Inuit vere recep- .

tlve to the new wo:ld view beca.use of the 'ta.bula, rasa’ rin their

mlnds. Just 1ike children(:lthey could be- socialized into- any di-»
g -

ness was highly valued:

a Cos

"Tn. many 'things they are still children, in which .We could

; desire them to "be men; yet we have great cause to rejoice
l ~ in the simplic:.'l:y with which . they receive. the blessed do-
. etrine of salvation through the merits of Jesus,.... :

-Oh! my dear Brother, could” you once be an eye and ear~

witness of the extreme simplicity, (an unbeliever would

call it silliness or stupidity), which they manifest in

4helr Prayerses..fou would hardly be able to refrain from .

tears, at such an exhibition of the’ grace and mercy of, God,

. d:.splayed. to -our poor Esquimaux" (B.A, 1831166).

. But the children were expected to grow up and a.cquire the feeling
oi‘ sha,me for thinga they used to practices shamanism, and other an

A a.zmoying hab:.ts were supposedly remembered with sha.me only, and

almos'l: unknown to the rising generation" (P.A. 1817:239).

O'bviously, these are stereotypes' let us look at tha reality. )

.

- - " ' . L . Y ! - o -
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At~ g e A, e e

(Unitas«Fratrum ned.:58 300)

mlan" was: endangered by “their nomadic ex_letence,

|
M

‘ ~eoo§x diecovered that "fie‘ﬁing E.s not their favou:rite employ"

..4\- . R i . - . .
= Before the Inuit could be expected to. develoP & sui‘ficient

' degree of self-control tﬁmey ha.d to be subjected to rigid sooial

' # , ;\':f
control exercised by the miseionaries.

Sedentarization a.imed at .

seperating Moravian Inuit from their hea*l;hen country-men,' a.nd a.'h

v

preventing contact with white Settlers who ha.d pe{;trjr‘ted nor-,

. thern- La‘brador. Although _11'. beca.me accepted that such activitiee

as the fall caribou hunt could not be a.boliehed a.l'together

the missionaries ineisted on the
e , ‘ l:'

I uit' preeence in the eettlements durn.ng Lthe main church holi-—

daye (P A. 1854 229) I't was argued tha.'t “the g-row'th of the, J.nner

<
s

(- -

...as they are obliged, in order to g‘ain their livelihood

~to remain dispersed throughout the whole of 'the summer, . .
" thus being deprived during six months of\ regular: mea.n's of

edification and inetructlon" (P A. 1851: 187 .

‘o

-
TR :
¥~y i i ;

The most importaﬁt result of the".po'pula.tio'n concentration in &

- \
- few setﬁuents was the growing gap between resoul\.'ces and the

d.emand foy’ them, which made cha.nges in tha cultural form of the - l.

§

Inui'l: necessary. The introduction of sealing nets wae a very :_(

-ueeful innpva.tion a8 it :anrea.sed the efficienoy‘; of a traditiona.l
.pursuit (P A. 1806:79) '.I!he attempt a.t ma.king Inuit fishermen,
"'on. the other hend, was, initially at least doomed. to failu_r.e.

:Despite the . a.bunda.nce of cod fish. in- La.brador waters, it wm '("

~—

- (P,A. 1828:436) Here, the missionaries erperienced the delicate

————, .
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- the Inu:.t possessed a.t that tlme. Instead of spend _Kaluable - : .

pla.:n.nt of the Horaw.ans, well expressed in this statement-'

"-'Itl is und‘ou'btedly trize that' the 'initial impetus ‘for the I'm'li:t' |
acceptance of the missronaries as their patrons stemned from eco-
nom:.? ra.ther than. ideologica,l consideratlons (Kleivan 1966:74,

. A.R:Lchling 1978:112)/The Inuit expected the missiorrarles to’ '[;hare

‘ the:h-r wealth i.p"the same way they themselves dida

~ wem mesar m

LR

| ‘in*berdependenoy between cultural form and content Fishlng

vl .

for cod required a. h:.gher degree of " future-orlenta for than

' time in dr;i}g‘%-rﬂ preserving cod for ruture consump n, “they
' g

3 A

: preferred those" economic activitles Whlch gave them mmed\igte .

A\

'-satisfacti.on. Th:Ls lack of foresrght was the most freq_uent corg-

- "When I heard that a family of six persons had consumed in. "'\
/ ‘two _days, forty codfish, with a sufficient quantityof
flour and biscuit, and at least twenty partridges, which -

- they had shoty and when I asked the father. of this family,
~who . cane .some time after, to beg .for bread, -what was the N ’
‘reason of this ~extra.va.gance, he answered that their cus=
" toms were different from those of Buropeans, for that vhen

© ‘ag it lasted" (author s emphasis, P. B.A. 1846:121-2)

( . . : . .

+

T
- . . N .

- "It 4is the hardest thing in the world, to make an ESquimaux-
v understa.nd, how a man'of his own class.in Burope, .fs ex~
© . pected to work eaxly and late to gain a livelihood, ftheir

. " notion is, that the rich should aupport the poor, 'asiindeed
Y they are themselves willlng to doy whén they ha.ve ahundance" :

(P Al 1843:523-4) o » L

v

3 . . . ) ,'. "’ .

’l‘he Moravla.ns strongly 0pposed such a.n attitude, and set the pri- J ;

' oritiea ?rery clearly in one of the ea:r:ly regulations: ) . ,'

they had plenty ,of food they continued to eat of it asvlong; Voo 2
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‘: . SIS . .. - " . . - o ' : l '.. - . '( ) v s . , . . l'
‘ R "Our.converts and ca.ndidatee for, baptiem who live with us - ' .
+ .. ..~ in community, must not think that they will receive pre- . .
I "~ . 'sents from us, We are here: in order to bring the Inuit'to’ = ~ .
R : "2, (Jesus, the Saviour of all people. When you ‘believe in Him, N "
: e you will be blissful here already,. and 'will have eternal ' D
R  1life" (my translatron, -Unitas Fratrum n.d..58 301) } ST ”
.’///' i o The Inuit interpreted the Moravian doctrine of Providenij/in the'.'
. VA ’. (logica.l) sense of, depending on God for- their spu:itu? as well/ . h -
as,oma.teriel, well-o?eeing. Combined. w:.th their ‘traditional 'here ," T \'\
' '.‘and now' orientation, the imported i‘a" h must have resulted not
L . - ) J . . T
in the ‘emergence of a Protestant ‘work .ethic as expected by the P
. ‘ missionaries, but rather in fatelis,. Thls attitude can be de—_
- EE : : T
" tected from the ijollowing aocou.nt: ; - t
. B S S - ,),\j’

. . ” ) o . S . - . R N
"THe family of J.“lost their/large newly built boat, con-
talning ‘the property of seyeral other Esquimaux, and ten
R ‘ v fox-skins....'l‘he -expressions of these poor people’ on this
S e occa.s:.n’n ‘were ‘truly. edifying. Resigned to the Lord's will,
' ‘ .. 'they said]"Since the Lord has done it, we will not comp-
lain‘"(P . 1852:331) ‘

e Lo :Whereas here .the tone is one of praise, the miss:.ona.ries soon
dieoovered that their own notion of reSignation differed. from -

. the Inuit{ fatalism. The Mora\nans limited this attitude to Bl

Atuations where everything in human power ha.d been done, the Inuit

o resigned w:.thout trying further a.t “the first s:.gn ‘of misfortune’ o ‘

"'_(__1; Bs6s167) T T e

- Although the miasionaries were not a.ble to :melant* their

-interpretation of divine provi ence with respect to material

: .'1ife, they largely succeeded in thie a.t the Spiritual level..' R '

\
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It is remarkable that a substantial number of converts contlhued.

L P ‘- - . e

1iv1ng in the settlements even in times of economic hardshlps
v 1} “; . '[ within them. From the reaction of a party of heathens asked to

g settle down in Okkak ‘we can see that othér than materiallstlc i

LS

ST .conszderations must-have~plgyed a role in the conversion process:

. v . . \ 1
act " \: "They were, as usual, earnestly entreated to turn to Jesus,‘
r - — R and were remarkably ‘attentive. to what was said, Their ah<
' \ o .+, wer was-to this effect; that they wished to turn to Him,
- "y that they might not be cast into the dark place’of torment;
* ' but they could not possibly leave their native country
. where they could get a sufficient quantity of food, where-

ag here the people were often in danger of starv ng, and - a B
every summer many died of dlseases.vThis we could ot well IR

i

o B contradict" (Pea. 1805 127) |

The remark about diseases 1é 1mportant as I see the Moravrans"

N . .. Do . Mol

abillty\to make death and sufferlng meaningful and even desira— .:
?L:\ ‘ A.' S ble as’ an.important contribution to their success - in winning
REN N 1l o N . I o o . P
LR followerS'among the Inult._ ’ ; R

When the Moravians arrived in Labrador its 1nhab1tant§ had .

R IR I i} '-,". already been in contact w1th the Europeans in southern Labraeor

P ) .'.for a long period of tlme. It ‘is highly probable that thls .con—
1 S \' ) ) 'iﬂl.; '
A "*tact resulted in the spread of previously unknown diseases,- ] )
N s ST . ‘

A P 'agafhst ‘which no trad1tional cures could be applled. But, even

4\ . "':L \i-: 3w1thout the experlence of new diseases, the already noted extre-.

\T o AN -

) S\ me fear of death would have been sufficlent ground %o the Inuit'
R listening closely to what the Horavians had to- say ‘on the subject '1
v of death (P A. 1798:123)a The miesionaries were well aware of ;\ T

LN -
= Lo N )
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'_-'ronadion~of their efforts.,
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thie vulperable p01nt in Inuit culture and used it effectively

by further eroding the already faint h0pe for ending 1n a- happy

afterlife. It is remarked that/heathen don't 1like to be remind-

ed "...of the consequence of eath,...euch conversaﬁions make

them thoughtful" (P A. 1832:255) V151ting the peopk

at Saglek

"An old woman, who seemed to be tottering on “the brink ofk

E
i
!

It\w1ll be shown that with regard to bodlly suffering, spiritual

‘the grave, was advised to pray to Jesus for .the delive—

rance of her soul, as death was .near-at:-hand: 'Ohl' an~ ~~’

-swered she, ‘'death is a gloomy thlng, 1t is not good’ to
die.' She was told, that if she believed in Jesus, she .
would be énabled to welcome the approach of .death" -

a

e Y

(P A. 1a4o:41o) S , A ”Y'

I

. rather than medical assmstance was offered by the mlssionaries.

Wh t they strove for, was 1ndeed to change the Inuit in“such a

way as to enable them to "welcome the approach of death" rather .

than prevent it, This was clearly the’ case with ' the Viotlms of

the first epidemlc of measles in Nain, where the mi931onaries

K

regarded the attitude dlsplayed by the dying people as the 00~ *

o

"¢ur greatest confort was. “the etate of mind of ‘the twenty- '

one persons vho departed this life, ‘one *seeming more de- -
Birous than the other to depart and be with Christesss
In watching the .departure of many, we felt indeed as if

ﬂ-.,Heaven was opening to. them. Parents were removed from the

embraces of their children, and departed with joy, as did

. many- children, out of the arms of their parents,.Thus the
‘Lord .gathered in a Tich harvest.. Many of the patients even .

expressed sorrow at being left behind. This melancholy

" scene therefore afforded lubjects for praise and thankg-

i

giving., Here we reaped the fruits of -the tears of our pre— ..

\

A;'decessors.‘WhO vould have expected thie fifty years ago,

- ‘P \A T ' ’ ’ . -
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‘. new content on the part of the Inult. Although the, teacher—pupil

" when no Eumpean durst She&(ls face without being unmerci- -

. " fully murdered.,.not. to speak of the human ‘sacrifices offe~
". red- up by the. heathen Esquimaux, to appease evil spirits, -
' Rere is,.in truth, mademanifest the power of the Word of"

. the Cross, among the moo\o\

4 T~

It will be shown that th:.s resignation before death, utively

promoted by the miss:.onaries, shoul’d become extremely important

i‘or the demographic situation of “the Inuit.

benighted na.tions" (P A. 1828:440).

- :.’:,;‘ .

We have seen so fa.r, how the Moraviane were trying to change .

the content of Labrador Inuit culture. Obviously, it 18 very hard

to make any statements about the degree of a.cceptance of this

relationship could 'be mp,intaiped throughout the entire period
under cOnsideration, sig'ns of the Inuit' discontent with their
3 i

teachers come to the fo:egrou.nd. in some: missionary reports, eape-—

o:.ally once the economic 91tuation started deteriorating rapidly

in the 185o's- | A

"Murmuring. aga.inst Gad, for not’ ha.ving donelany’ £ood for ;
. them, their dissatisi‘action extends itself to ms; and. such

of their cou.ntrymen as had ‘ldid by a little, through their

own dilligencee...S0 much the more distressing is the.con~
dition of S., who with his family, left us some time ago.
At peace neither with God mor man, he continues to“walk in
- the ways of gin, He :l/s full of bitterness against ua, and’
. endeavors to form a Sort of communi ty of persons like him-
self,. whose ruler; »he hopes to be". (P As 1856:1 65).. -

Thisr dissatisfaction with the Moravia.ns resulted to a significant

degree i‘rom their attempts at preserving the cuI,tura.l i'orm of

' the Inuit. From the late 1820's on, the southern statioqs started

2
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'experiencing the influx of the Settlers, consisting mainly of

sernce iﬂ northern La.brador beg:.ns at the end of the 18th centu-

: se\rve the tra.ditiona.l diet (P A. 1838 419), bla.med the Settlers

" %o the o

‘ ",onal mult:.-fa.mlly dwellmgs to Europea.n—type houses during the

s ﬁ}n slipport of . this ouinion, Klelvan quotes a/m:.ssionary g letter'

- for oreating a- d’ef:pendency on 1mported food on’. ‘the part oi‘ the

“=*. ' _the .part of the mission, satisfaction is clearly expre 8=

T R - e = e .

L

Euro-canadian rnales who had marrled Inult women, a.nd whose pre- -

ry (P A, 1798:137) ‘I'hey acted as independent traders, exchan— B " RN |
ging European products for natlve artloles, thereby undemimng _ L ‘ .L
f .

.the Moravian trade monopoly. The mlssi9na.ries. trymg to pre- ’"_ ’

Inuit (P A, 1848} 506) The sane att:.tude was’ expressed w:.th
: regard to tradltional clothlng (P A. 1837 212) and housing. As e Y
fa.r as thl la.st ;.tem is concerned, _8ome controversy ex:.sts a.s ,' . , s

e the PIorav:.a.ns played ‘in the trans:.tlon from tra.dn.ti- -

1860'9 and 1870’5. Helge Kleivan claims that (;.: ‘

"Bven thoughs.sno mention i8. mads of ~a direct impulse o{'

: ed that families desire to live sepa:cately" (1966 $34).

"That every i‘a.m:.ly should ha¥e a h.ouse to itself, would in many

o\
respects, be a grea.t :.mprovement on the present system" (1966:125). :

N

{ Kleivan . fails to sa.y in whlch connection this statement vas made. R

"turated community, where no European houses existed at tha.t t-ime i :

o alraady existlng trend 28 he wrote from Hebron, the least accul- o

’

'I‘i:rst of all the m:.ss:.onary was clearly not comment:.ng onan. . . - E
: i

~ L . N 8, -’b




“ e

_(Kleiva.n 1966:40). Second the statement was made in 'hhe contett

Hezre, we can'-eee,-'~tha.+; in order to ‘allow for the continuation -

‘of the cultural: -fo:—r:m, 'eertain concessions in respec’t "{;o Eure-'

.- thlnking about newv. housing armngements) had to be. made. 'I‘hese

" ,the Settlers, the ideal of the unspoiled, trad:.t:.onal Mora.vian L
}Inuit was eleva.ted to a powerful sjy'm‘bol and contrasted with / C
“the 'ciw'rilizedﬂ. and :thérefore no.

.‘..11ved w:!.'!:h the Europeans. These 'Sout .1a.nders' are compared

: _of expla.:n_ning ‘bo someone ln EurOpe why single-famlly houses ' K »
should not be bu:.lt in Labrador. This, becomes very clear a/fter S
reading the ent:.:z:e passage: B o L o

‘ “Ii‘ we educate the an_u:.maux youth after our raehlon'; we o
are sure’ to deprive them of the ability to procure their v
livelihood, in the only way that seems appointed for the
dwellers oxny this coast. That e¥ery family should have a

.* house to i self, ‘would, 'in many respectis, be a'great im-

" pravenent on the present system; but, not to mention, that

“this could hardly be brought about, u.nless we undertook to -
. bu:.ld houses for ‘them, the cold is so intense in thig cli-

" mate, that it is dowbtful whether a tenement could be
sufficiently warmed, weres it inhab:.ted only by.a few in-

dividuals®™ (P.A‘». 1847 123) o o .

o ‘ . . RN
- - - .

A

Y]

”pean not:l.ons o.f.‘ morallty (for this was the only, reaeon f‘br

Vo .

S

conoessions ‘were gladly gra.n'ted by the Morav:.ans, not only

'because they understood the economic inevitablllty of these,
3 but beca.use they had to preserve the cultura.l form of the Inurt
L in order to change the cultura.l conten‘t. With increasing numbers

' oi‘ Hora.vian Inult deserting ‘the settlemen‘ts and mergmg with : .;. e 5

/

o

5

nger genuine Inu:.t, whp / :
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with' the real Inuit in this description of the house of a family T8
of ‘Southlenderss Co T o AL
' . ' l N Yo e A

o

worried about this new competition in trade,

‘ Inu.:.t (1966 42), reflecﬁed J.n the ra.p:.
s

Lo '" SRR (.

"On entenng, °I was struck m’ch the clea.nliness and. order
s, gen’erally prevalllng, as well as with its whole internal
: arrangements, dlfferlng greatly from i;ha.t o!t; our Esquimaux
veee s In excuse of our people, I may, however:, observe,
that their wholé manner of living-is far dz.fferent from -
"that of the Southlanders. Though the former have already -
eccustomed themselves to the use' df Buropean luxuries,

especially flout and biscuit, the seal Temains theirx prin— :

cipal food, :which. ‘they are obllged in winter to skin, pre=
pare, and dress int their’ houses. Thé' Southlanders;. on the’

“other hand, live almost entipely on Buropean food, and the ~ -

seal=hunt in a kayak.isis..iin many cases almost unknown.
They have, irn consequénce, lost their independence and .
have become slaves. of the Europeans, They.are, in reality,

“dégemnerate Esquimaux, unable to endure the. ha‘rdahips Wthh'l

their fathers endured)yeeo” (P A 1851 :282)

&

With 'hhe xmpact of the Newfoundland flshermen, beg:l.nning in the o
\

1860'5, this dichotomy started losing valld:.ty. Cod has become
an -J..mporta.nt axpoxrt a;tlcle, and although the miss:.onarles-.uere .

'i;b seems to ha\;"e'

_ac'complished. whaf the mi'ssiona:.;iés hé.d been‘ tryiﬁg to achievé )

H Cw

’ for decades- the Inuit were gradually ‘becom:.ng flshemel’!

(P A. 1877 146-7) ’I'he summer caribou hunt had to “be shortened

) in order to allow time for fishlng, and from at’ least the 1850'
) i‘ox trapping became a. wic}&ly pra.ct:.ced winter occupa.tlon '

(P.A, A. 1861 276) Acocording to Kleivan, this_ subst:l.tut;\.on of

"

transition f::om multi- i

l

RN
~

'collectively praetlced subsistence activities by :.ndividually T

' pursued flshing and trapplng led to an indindualization of the .

o

D =R S




e At T UL D LR E PO PR T P o .)J

-, T s

°

:" eards, introduced by the” Se:ttlers (1> A. 1847:336) Quite poasibly,'
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i'a.mily houaes to dwell:.ngs aooupied lgy p::ei‘errably a single nue-
lear fa.mily only (1966:56). Although the mineionariesr followed .
suit in selling Enropea.n food to the. Inuit, they etill clung to

'the idea of unspoiled na.tives, forbidding the usae of spirits a.nd

Y s

\\
‘the missionaries represented. to th%" Inuit '%he rac*l: Opposite, '
oy

of happineea and self-ezpreeeion" (Kleivan 1966:71). p

e . . - " 4
L . ) N o . . .

. : sibilitiea as Moraviamr, their acceptance oi‘ Horavian ideolegical I

tutele.ge» undermined their potentia.l fon cOping vith a new physioal — o

\'J .
J
i

-

We ha.ve seen in this chapter the~ expeotations which the Mo

:l:avia.n Inu.it were su&)posed to live up to- They wene subf}’boted S

'to 8 socialization }jroceas aimed a,t elevating ‘then from a "here

and now' - oriented egooentrism to a futu:r:e - oriented theocen- o

'h:ism. Thia resemblea the - oivilizing proceee since it entailed
B - e

‘I:he replaeement uf a pereon's concrete reepbnsibility to: himaelf

\_,

b R
and a fev relatives by 8L, e.hstract reaponsibility to an anonymoue e

’ entity. Since the Tauit did. not undereta.nd thelir worldlx respon-

aitua.tion, o::eated by the. :Lntroduotion of prwibusly unknown dis= - ‘. iy

B ea.see. The demogré.phie oonsequencee oi' 'gh.ie are discusaed in the _'

nextchapter. c L e e

M s . v e . L
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R ' DEMOGRAPEY OF THE MORAVIAN INULT, 1800-1919 A
A L RS “Hhethei' we live, we live unto
O C e Vo the Lord; and whether we "die, 3
de ‘ .= .. Y .7 -7 7 we die unto the Lord: whether ’
S - . sty v ‘ we live, therefore, or die,we
AT > / - SO "~ ‘are the Lord's" (Rem.XIV.B )\.\ n N
- o In this ohapte:r: T an éoncerned with the impact o.f new con-
-g T . "'ditione fe.f lj.fe on, the demogra.phy of La.brador Inn:l.t living in -
. P R N : 1
S .‘:.‘i . -',Mora.via.n settlemente. It :Ls eubdivided inta’ eections» d.ealing
/ - s “with popnlation eize, health cond.it:l.one, llfe-expecta.tion,a, T
X . -~ LN :
Lo T g 'fertility, and ba.lance be'h!een births and - dea.ths. Some mater:l.a.l L
et . T : o
—a/ - comes fiom th geriodiggl Agcoxmts, but most of it has been ex~
N N ~ ‘L - .
Ty traoted. from th ch‘l:u:ch books ' of Hopedale, Okkak, and Hebron. +
. - e
- In the Ia.tter cah\e, no- references are given. A ;
,J‘!., [ ‘~/'. ':‘ \‘ .- ! "’. . o~ -
! “_ 'Pg;gulgtion“eiz'e - ‘ v PR
‘ . ; ) o 'I.'he fignree .j.n. table\ h repreaent ‘mean values for per:loda of ,
& A thirty atears between 1800 and 1191;9. Ihe/ date, come froi the exi- o
' : .'-w summarized. by Helge Kleiva.ﬂ (1966:Append:lx). R (Y
.Sj.noe ‘they aze meena, coneiderable ill.notuatione are not reﬂected. :
R ’ The values for the yoars 1918 ‘and 11919 uemﬂtaken directly £rom o
AN e
‘: N "‘_ Vk‘- ’:‘
"L"
1 R
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g .;zr_ahie 1' ' Population size of Hopedale, Nain, Okkak. Hebrom '

’

Years of - | 1800~ | 1830~ | 1860~

| Ijgéungregafion‘ Existence | 1829 | 1859 [1889 | 1918 1919

¢

Hopedale | 1782-~ - | 180 |. 207 | 225 | 175 | 445

| Nagm: - 1771~ 290 ‘| 300 | 266 | 243 . | 200

Okga§‘":.‘ 1 1776-1919° | 335 || 362° | 528 |2@. | 48 | - .

_Hebron. “1830=m59 | . '] o1, | 24 | 220 | 70 .
Total - 725 1066'.'f0éi' 901 | 463 .| - -

The 'tq;hr-ee. settiiet;le.nta'-fcﬁ.i:xded in the 18th century ‘exp‘e:.éien—l
Aced. a rap:ld g'rowth period, lésti'EG" i‘rdni thé early 1800's until . .
E 'I:he la.te 1,850'5. From ‘the 1860'5 on, a-decline set :I.n which cul- . S ‘,

m:lnatad. with the 1918-11919 :I.nfluemza. epidemic. ‘l'he sa.me trend :Ls ‘ -

'observa.ble for Hebron, the sta.rting per:lod poatponed by 'some thirty o

B years. He ca.n see that the moat pronounced i‘luetuations :Ln Bize

were u.ndergone b? the Population of Okkak, whereaa Hapeda.le dia-»‘ S

~'plays the nost ata'ble pattarn. 'l‘h:ls can be explained ‘uy the cha- .
L raoter of - the two OOngregations! ‘ ‘ . ; . ) . .

B .“

o . thereforxe,. dqpend.s upon the’ sing generat:l.on"..(P A.1824!255).

A I I B LV . / g L . o . «
. [ P s . . . R .- N . . . .
2 N . L . [ X .
. f

'- "'.l'he congregation a.t Okkak in particnlar, obtaina ‘a8 g.v:ea.t
.-increase from year .to year, by the arrival of heathen from
"\ the'coast to the north .of the settlement,...The¢ number of’
- “.heathen Esguimaux. in their. neighbourhood is indeed decrea- B
P s:l.ng, but Okkek may yet be called a 'Mission among the hea- = = . /.
-7 then! .eesNain and Hopedale are now Christianalettlementa... P
" and no heathen live in their heighbourhood, Their increase, - RN

K
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L population conei ted of Inuit resettled
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HOpedale 8. population size had achieved ‘s degﬁé;,of stability by -
Sy , 5 SR

- the 1820'3, which is reflectad in the num?/re of new"bonverte,.';_

admitted a8 candidates for baptiem (HoPedale church book): L

1783-1788 = 33, 1789-1799 59, 1800;;9 = 40 ( great awakening de

1809—?825 49. After 1825, only ve few adult baptisms took

place, involving mainly Settlers or persons of mixed ancestry,
who were not living in the community. It wae the proxim;t& to the
Settlers which explaine the stability of Hopedale 8 population
) size. Lured by thgféoode obtainable from theee independent traders,
and indirectly encouraged by the strict disciplinary meaeuree
*“~applied by the mieeionariee to dev1ante, frequent maee—outmigra- ‘
tions were a regular charactEEIEtIE*beHn@edale_and Nain (P A. ‘
'1852:250- 1845:445), and provided~an important safety valve in

.timee of ecarcity. Okkak 1ack_dlsncé\a mechaniem, and although

.the technical innovatione intro uced by the miesionariee did alle-. .

- viate. the - overpopulation problem to a certain degree (BaA A. 1806:70),

= Okkak's size continued growing 80 rapidly that a new eettlement,

P

)

,AHebron, had to be establiehed at Kangertluksoek:l'

"There are at preeent nearly 400 Eequimaux nesiding at Okk

‘and-it is very desirable.that a portion of them ghould as” '\ "

soon as posaible be enabled to Temove to Kange:tlukeoak"

(P ‘Ao 1829:164) - o , C.

Although'Hebrdn w‘e;intended to replace’Okkek'ae tﬁe"frontier'

oommunitﬁ' Teceis ng'the nor rn heathe:? the majority of ite SR

om ngek and Nain_

A R -

R )

......



 (P.A. 1841:98). Therefore,

"4the nswly_established H.B.C. ost Fort Chimo in Ungava Bay -

kinds of im
to these ('

oral practices are still found to prevail- owing
s and. to- the murders. which are still not unfre=

\f: .
\‘

ing in number, With our converts the case is other-,;“,
being teught to obey the divine precepts, both in re=

ference to- the life which now ‘s, and- that which is to coms,
.they experience that godliness is indeed profitable for all
things; and, among other blessings that they - engoy, is tpat ’

of ‘an increase in their families" (B4 A.<1831 64

1ation grdvth in their settlements. At the same time, they were

aware of the problems created hereby in terms of eubsietence..

It should be noted that the Moravians explicitly encouraged pOpu-

S

Lo

Although it was the missidharies' firm. conv1otion that the popu- .

'lation problem originated wrth the Inuit' unwillingnese to become

future-oriented and set aside provisions (P A, 1828:436), .one ca- ':

tegory of., converte oould not be blamed as they had responded di-

- rectly to the oall fbr "souls weary of the world, and desirous

" of spiritual communion with Christ" (P.A. 1831¢iv) These were

w-

“:the incapacitatsd people,.unable to provide for themselves due -

to. illnesa ‘or old ages. We will sae that thia category oontinued

A

T

S

w e mee " N e AT R B et < ekt d e

o
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- abandoned in.the 1840'3 (P A,

LRSS

/. . .'i - . p . .
growing with the disastrous development of the health situation.

Ae sdon as 1811, HOpedale missionaries report a "conaiderable

3 nnmber of widowe and orphans, depending entirely upon charity"

(P A. 1811:126), echoed from Okkak a few: years 1ater:x

l
°

“We heve a great many.widowe and orphahs, who ‘have no ‘pro-—
viders ‘(husbands or sons
class increases ‘also" (P A, 1826366) ..

b

‘In nﬁ discussion of Dr, Taylor's'datn on the éarl& converts in

);and as our .mimbers’ increase, this '

Okkak, I have already pointed out the high number -of wxdows din -

- that: settlement, As we-know from Cranz, widows ‘and orphans had l

an extremely difficult/position in aboriginal Inuit sooiety

(1820 176), and it is‘not surprising that they were!among the

t

most willing converts. Eowever, ina few ‘years, the: problem was .
1

.no longer due to the immigration of widowe, but due to internal P

causaa. Hence. we hear rrom Hebron,~.

~.| . ' . o N

"Sickness Las carried off many fathers of families. We' have .

now no fewer than thirty widows, most of whom are left
without any means 6f subsistence. The increase of poverty
is a matter of serioue consideration” (P.A. 1854:302)

. : . -

\

Although Hebron started feeling the impact of immigrante arrivmﬁ

“in great numbers after the H.B.C. post in.Ft. Chimo had been

‘847 289), Okkak's eituation.vit"
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- more inhabitaﬂfsy since the oompetition of the Europeana con= .

;e decrease vas observed for the first

Y]

- . . \#, S EP

-

Settlers, and having reached the dangerous limit of 400 inhabi-

tants once again, only £ifteen years after the ﬁ}ood-letting pro-

:v1ded by the establishment of Hebron, out—migretion seemed the

L4

only solution. However, emigration to the southern settlements

‘was discouraged by the missionaries due to the precarious belan-'

ce\hetween population and resourpes. When a number of. Okkak peoplé

settled down in Hopedale despite the mission s opposition, the

reaction was very negative: oy - N ,
"They turned a deaf ear to all our admonitions, ‘to return
to their: former place of abodé,...Their remaining here has

ocoasioned us much trouble; for having laid up but little .-

‘provision, and meanwhile neglected .the fish, they had to-
.draw upon our store fox the means of’ subsistenoe, from Ja-
nuary until May" (p A. 1855:453)

)

. _Although this critical attitude to internal migrations is explai-

7

'fned by pointing out that "The people at HoPedale do_not’ wish for

’
siderably diminishes their mea.ns...‘ (P 4. 1854:230\), I don't

'want to rule out. the poesibility that given thevoorrupﬁive ine

'fluence of . the Settlers, the missionar eg tried to preserve at

RS
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- 3‘ this very interestin
A

-
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|

ﬂ\entry in the chnreh book of. Okkak in 1919)

l
B
i
i

‘ Health conditions'-' S

N

. . e em e s o <
¢ R P . - .

L4

“This results mainly from
- - pecurring malignant epldemics. It seems clear. that the
. daily 1ife, are diminishir
becoming hablituated to the use of foxrei

articles of diet:
"instead of the flesh and :

. people's powers of ‘endurance, under. the hardships .of ‘their’ .:
- This may be attributed to their

at of seals" (in Kleivan 1966:157)

"I do not ‘propose. to attempt to forecast the future of the

Eskimosj though recent years have suggestied strongly that

out" (Hutton n.d.:68

o, '
L2 )

:-_k This- prognosis oame close to fulfillment w;th the 1918-1919 in-
|
|
!

'fluenza epidemio whlch meant the end of Okkak, And became "the

Vi
'

- o
T 1

I

v

"This sectidn is introdueed'with a oompilafi n offoauses;of '

W'

daath, extraoted from the death registers of the chu:oh books.

‘Uﬁfortunately, foxr muoh of this material I had to rely on mioro-

. made the deciphering of thedgntries even more difficult.

film and photographic copiea of the original manusoripta which

Sinca
ﬂhe completeness of the entries. varies from missi nary to missi-

onary. and from poriod to pariod, the llsting is 'ot exhaustive.

 race ,of Nature People is slovly dying

o

e mortality arising frequently— .




o e

. The- diagnosis is that glven by the mlssiona ", whenevef possible

translated by myself 1nto current medlcal te' inology. :

_’ ji" ,LJI‘ - ."' The causes o£ death as reproduced~here are in chronolbgical “

S

order, supplemented with informatlon regard ng the settlement of
R "first reporting, ard the sex and age of th first v;otim. Nothing - S ,
L ' ig sald about the‘proportional significanc of a particﬂiar cause' o

ET | . - s
o © . of death. Therefore, the enumnration of il nesses and accidents "

o LV R B ', ) \
S _should be viewed as the~accummulation of
. B \ ==

ealth;prqblems with Jr"g
the 1aﬁse of time. ] - xﬁ. o L

N

Okk 1779' gun accident (m,S)
B L 1788:;1nfantioide (a,2)
t;'.’ ™ 1788: ‘'short illness| (m,45)
S ) | o ‘ 17893 starvation’ (m,é & £, 7) . ‘
f‘g:' :. IR "';1790: 'Blutsturz' - hemorrhaga (hem ptysis?) (f,35)

Sl T L e 47925 111 fox ‘énly
Ta . A L vomiting' h

Tele deys: exhaustion in all‘extremities, k.
ig" throat (diphteria?) (£, 70) '

‘ﬁ ‘ S " 18021 'Nervenschl&é f; apoplexy (f,YO) o e AP | ‘s
N L o -1813. 'pOBt—P&rm (f 40) . i} \ . o R ] .
N R S |} |3 virulent abscess. on.the back - suppuration (m,40)
:if ’ @*' s ~“- 1812?.chest liiAeBB for a long tims (m,40) . L _{‘
e N e T

RN o 3812,'111ness of the lungs (f,4o) ' u ‘ |
A - " 18153 old age (m,ao) S o S R
18193 kayak acéident (m,15) : T T

5
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- ‘ ~J ‘ s ~ -66- BRI .
- » . . ) :' I3 \‘ \ ' ."- . , I;
Hopq1ez1: broke throush ice (£, 30) Lo = L :
. Okk 18233 mnrdered by her husband’ (£,40) ' ./ *. ST
R o 4824 'Hitzfluss', (fever?) (m,o) 4 e
: /"ﬁ_ . .. .Hop 1827% measles (epldemic) co e G \;“ L
‘ ' Okk 1828: lack of proper care since %rphan}(ﬁ,}) ' SR /f:

. He 1834+ drowning (mid) . . o
4.I"D&k.1838: after a long illness accompanied by ﬁlindness (m,40)

", 9842:-itch — kallak {child) } , . o
™ 1842: 'Stechfluss! (éhild) - . T o
_Hop 18421 fita of dizzindss and cramps (pletﬁbra?) (m,55)

_ o ,'.n‘71344: froze to death (m,45) R R \
R S . 18443 influenza (epidemic) LD SR Q{-lﬂf
S ..~ Heb 18443 -paralyzed (m,40) Yoo oL ‘ .

) .. " *38451 cold (m,7) - )
A '?“‘3 Y M18453, lnflammation ‘of throat (f 47)

v ) "
Lo .., Hop.1845: after 24 hours of . nose-bleeding - eplstaxls (m,10)
[N T K : e +
C Jto o™ 1845t epilepsy’ (£,33) e / e e _
© ' Heb 1846: consumption - phthisls (£, 60) I IR

. ;_” R 1é48-"schlagart1ger Zufall' - apoplectic casualty (m,40)
S Chee pr 1848: after a perlod of famiﬁe ate - too much trout (f,}})
_— " 18495 'Uftschmerzen' < arthritis of Wip (f,23) .
Heb 18521 inflammation (m,SB) v e ~
" 48523 guieids (f,40) . -y T
- w1852 'Sohlagfluss' - stroke (m,GO) -,\
;N 1853: eaten-by the dogs, insdne {£,40) -

T Hop\1§53= ‘blood: tumor on neck (m 2) 's'.", .. - R
“, - .. " 1853: 'Schnupfenkrankheit' = aatarrh (my10) " . L

B ,1853}"Gehirhkrankheif' \encéphalitis or meningitis (f 6)
ST T ~3"_‘1855- infection at- .inner parts of his hody (m,adult)

, . . v ‘.' : "F.‘1854: SC'ILI'W (f 25) . - - |
Tt e 1354: 1llness of the liver (f,41) B

Lo . ~Okk 1854 eholera (epidemie) .
. b o N . .- .
. é . . v N . N y
I ’ o ’ : o :
-?‘_47 .;{-' -';: “_ . - .
Cy ¥ B )
Sk . . s . S e
L'“" . . _A___é.“n'_‘ e \; . ) L V:l
B e - ¥ poc 1 ’



T 1885
n.‘1391‘.
Lm 1Bgzs.
sUm 18944

- 18954

dropsr (£,5) e
'Habelachmerzen' (hemorrhage of navel?) (m,6)
illneas of the kidney, resulting from cold or’ sins (m,24)

A —
T T e - - -
) o ] -
:‘ < -67-* ] ” ;
l’ﬁap.1855f caused by his abuﬂe of bnandy (m,47) L .
Heb 1355='1Leistkrankhe1t- (hernia?) (m,39) ' R
. " '18563,'Leistentzﬂndung' (£, 70) R .; ;'f AR
. 1856{ exhaustion (m;56) . S
v‘r"ﬁ 18583. crushed in bed while asleep (f O) '
' ’HOp 1858: 'hitziges Fieber‘ (pneumonia?) (m,9) N
- ..1859: gout (£, 21) : o ~ -
,L‘,"' 18591 malignant tumbr, unable to eregt hersell (cancer?) (f 20) ]
-» ﬁeb 1860: ruined as.a’ result of sinful excesses (m 27) A
0kkf1860-5g1and of the lungs: {(m) : 3
: *—”‘“186ﬂ*—4UnterleibsentzﬂndungL—G&cu%e—abdomen2}f(m) . _
' Hop 186%: a Fit of cough (£,80) -+ /T . AL
- ﬂeb“1863. pneumonia (epidemic) . ' /} : oot L o
ﬁf . " 18631 consumption of wind—piggg (£, 43) A ‘ﬂ”
s % % 18643 'Drllsenkrankheit' - illness- of . the glands (m,15) Tl
?'. f”ﬁ”‘1864."wasserfleber’ (£,22) - '
‘; },fﬁ::i865: vomiting (m,BO) 1'“_ L N o S o
. - ﬁ ilBﬁS: headache (m,14) “: : . ‘;H T :~ﬂ‘ 4“'f,L" e
, v 1867: "Markfluss' (f, 27) e '
: : L "“‘5Q67. Theunatism (f,30)
S " 1870 esthma (£,51) , S
g A 1875: 'gastroisches Fiebeé' - gastritls (child)
' S 1875 ’eryaipelas (epzdemlc) ‘ '
. Heb 1876- whooPing cough (epldemic) A o _ N
‘ -Hi 1876-"Fussgeschwﬂz' -‘abscess on feet (f 6) \”  : i';  .' ;.-.;,"
. 18783 menorrhagia (£) . __' 'f- IR o
. ‘18803 blood—poisoning ‘after frosthite (f 23) \
N - M 3188¢:'1ack of mother milk (m 0) o

'Rippenfellentzﬂndung' - plenriay (m,41) " !
sozophuloderma (m,20) N i ’ ;
o ;“
i
; |
, 2
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It is difficult to show the prOportional importance of the
'enumerated causes of death, but one trend can be identifiedgyery

'olearlyz the number of deaths resulting from accidents declined

" : ;'-Ge-g
J ! o “

Heb'1ﬁ99: typhus (epidemio)

;5.'1599: typhus ‘of the abdomen (m,23) ' _ .

" 19002 diarrhoea .and vomiting - enteritis gra71s (m,S)
’ork.1900: encephalitis (£,2) . . BIRE

" 1900: cancer of the 1ntest1nes'(f;71) ) . '

" 19021 appendicitis (f, 47) R :
Heb J904="Zahnkr&mpfe - teeth cramps (m,O) ' )

19047 heart failuve (£). . . T
Ok 1907s syphilis (£,0) . . 0 Lot

" 119t3.¢bronchitis (epidemic) e Cor T e

.ui 1913..scleroeie of thé brain‘(f)"‘ L -

) X

relatively, and quite possibly, ebsolutely ag well. The dramatic o

Amight have contributed an dbsolute decrease. During the early

the

"inorease in deathe related ‘to’ 1ntroduced diseases explains the -

=) ’/‘"

freletive drOp in accidents, and a changed subsistence pattern

! . .
e

period (1800-1829), meny deaths vere recorded as 'occnrring while

-

,have been caused by illneseeP, accidents probably accounted for - :

- the majority of these deatth It has already been said that with

-

oommercialization of Inuit economy, greater empﬁasis cane to

) rest ‘upon’ cod fishing than carih unting the former being unp
) '

doubtedly a- much s;fer activity. With the increasing importanee

e AR

‘ ?.,in the,interior hunting reindeer" end althd%gh spme of then might

~'of fiehing and with the gredual substitution of European staples o

- -
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’ ;;;, for native-food, the seal hunt aleo came tt.be pr cticed on a far 'Z>".'
) ' emaller scale. This is reported by A. Frertag, ‘the mission s B

‘f: . -~};3f‘4?: ' auperlntendant durlng the 1850'5, ho clalms that only two or

| | three weeke are epent on that actzvity 1n late summer, compared‘

T wlth ‘ten’ weeks at the: beginning of the 19th century (n.d.315 396).:' -
This reduction must have led to a SLGnificant decrease of kayak— ,; |
,aclcidents which a.lmost a.lways ,reeulted :Ln dea.th. ' ‘ . ) -
() _: C e L SR ‘l‘heee statements should not. be interpreted in such a way as. '
' i to thlnk that accidents occurred - rarely. They continued as e mejor \)‘\,
S cause of death for a Speciflc age cetegqry, those between the late

teene a.nd late 40'5 who - were~fullyﬁenga,ged~in~eubsistence_a.c_t;l._i-

ties. However, as the nunbexr of peOple reaching‘that age decl;ned oo

\.('-'

over the years,lso albo the signiflcance -of accidents declined,

T o o .- when compared to, other causes of deathe This' -can be eeenwfrom
B * figur& 1 which. deplcts the a'bsolute numbers of v:.otlms of epide- — e
s - Y : * Lo N N
oo R mice, extracted from the Periodical Accounte. Theee are minimal o
. . eﬁ o ,' 7) values eince only those peraone are recorded whoee death resulted
iy; f~, S - : a direotlx from epidemlce. : : . < ] .
55°w- R U R * I
C 7500#», - —— Hﬂpedale 1 o e e ' .. . :
L asep mmmomme L T e
-7 ’ ---‘-o-o‘ T o ‘ —,; ’ - '-’ ] ¢ oo . \‘.\;“": s
' .. ~'.. . 150‘? '_ 44 ., . ."-'
T RS ;
50 . oW .. — . . L
N ‘ + .'. .‘.‘ . N ,‘\" - - M:”— A .~4‘ ‘ - - S . . v' .t l‘ . l‘ . 13 I ¥
R "‘.-_1:500_.,/ 1830 - .| ..1860 . “..1890 - - 1919
PR . ,Fifff; fz'beethe due tpfeﬂidemloe‘g o T _ R L .
i ’ _ \ ' 4- B . R + - o N ’,‘f J
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}ﬁi-‘;.;k C ;.f:i Although it wash't{until tﬁe 1830'$‘th§t’épideai£a becane &, fQif:
i”;-lf;i‘j '-;:~ mador cause of death, some later epidemioally occurring illneases ' i‘. ]
- ,?u;‘;:'~': fWﬁ, ,seem to’ have begh endemio to aboriginal Inuit. Influenza and pne— :. o f,: :
’ | | . 2 ;‘umonia must have been very oommon, as references to 'chest ill— TR
L s . ness' and 'illness of the’ lungs' testify (Hutton n.d. :41) Tuber- '

: ,culosis, on the othér hand, is claimed to have been unknown in . :";;;:

o ;f ,//5?: A aboriginal times (Hutton n.d.:28), but we have sden that consum—jw T ‘ h

' 0

o,

v T ) \
: \(z - /‘: o ption' was recorded as a cause of death already in 1846 and is’

/ 2,4listad as a traditional\éisease of Greenlanders (Cranz 1820:214)
. o N

- VThe same_might;apply to .cancer and“asthma, both of whioh are said
i *ﬁ°.
T LS T %o haveubeen absont frOm La rador by as late as the early 20th

O oentury (Autton n.d.:35—6) . 1though it is hard to distinguish

< f',.? 3between the .common abscesses and tumors resulting from suppuratiom,.'v

Dol gnant tumor' noted in T859 might. fall into the latter category. S
A S : f;:A clear case- of cancer of the i eatines was reported in 1900,

~f' SR 2 is also. difficult to differentiate between bronchitis and real . .

54ff. s sthma, but the latter has>been diagnosed as such in 1870. R B
- -'éf;." ,Obviously, ‘many of these diseases might have had been prevalent*'3 | :
| a long time prior to their first reporting by the missionariea. -

One remarkable featnre of all traditionai diseases listed A"‘; i ;; 1

as-causas of death, was' thsir suddenness ;nd shortnesp. We learn. ' ; : ;::ﬂit

"*"' . f ‘f‘xhat most victims suffered.ror a faw days only, without any'pre- Vo

_vious indioation of the approach of the illness. Suoh.was the ST ": Aﬁ

T e e et e e . F g e




o

 case with the Inuit'-'national malady' (poesibly diphteria), whioh

f"ie deecribed as "a disorder of a. peculiar kind attended with \

ro e

) viane were struck not merely by the brief duration of the‘

'_nesses, but also by the procese of dyingz

. e few days of. what came to be deecribed as 'old age'. The high -

&g, v |+ 4
e, ‘
LY A
a - . \.: . . - - .
: N L L e ™
. -~ B - . : - s
. - .. -
el )

{;violent vomiting and berspiration, which ordinaril*rcarries ‘the/ ' -+

= »

MTheir" fears at the thoughte of death are dee
A hew themselves even in-the believers ‘at the beginning
of an dangerous illnéss, but when - death really approaches,
"« the lattef are so-resigned and willing to depart and,be &
~ with Christ, that we" cannot but be setonished at the” change"
(Bofe 17981135), :

Thie resignation immediatelx prior to the approach of death eae

v

=)

‘ not therresult .of Christian 1ndoctrination, since 'great composure'

is said to- have been "frequently the case...even when no fruite

of faith have been pr971ously manifestLd" (P A, 1847:383) Thia

paseive waiting for death was often observed'with old people whose-
1 -

spouee had died shortly befqre: although not apparhntly 111, such .

a person would lay down and wait until he or the indeed died in ;Z"

>

number of spouses who died‘on the same day or within a short wﬂile

- of eaoh other ie striking, and I thin; that a particular form of '

suioide, resulting from autosuggestion, might have~h\en the real ,3%;!
T3

cause of death. Aokerkneoht claime for aboriginal Inuit tha

y rivetted o

2
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’ “‘E oy "People who 'believe that they are under the spell of. & 80x= ' . o
- © A+ . .cerer, or in the claws of some - supernatural force, wither . O
away and die within & few days without -any a,“pparent phyei- N :
e e S ca.l reason" (1948:918). . . o IR -

ST ET— T ‘ Lot a ’

I Rg claaeifies :Lt as 8 mental d:l.sord,er (tha.natomania), but I view .
E r T - ~1t asa perfeetly norma.l meeha.niem aimed at aocelerating the L

R . c a, o IR ] b

approach of death in ca.see of ineu::a.ble illneee or othe:: ei%u- e

‘ y ‘ " . a.t:l.ons :ln .which the survi,va.l of a persoa wes endangered, suc? ag -’

. . - the lose' of oné's speuse. '.i'he e.daptive\va.lne ‘of, thie fom oi' su-' .

i - ' " - \ - \ . .

) -7 o icide ca.n be recognized. if we thi.nk of the impossibility of sus-.y i /’

E T3 TSI [ R

_ﬁi“ L e “’ ta.ining an inca.pa.éitated person under aboriginel conditione. KRR A

e It pro‘na‘bly enabled the victime of geronticid,e ar* ne::ious illnese-‘

\\ . . . “".-, . . . “ y ’_. -

:" b ’ es to shorten ‘l:heir eufferings once abandoned. SLTSeT

. ) ' W:l.th the mieaione.rias' amival :Ln Le.'bra&or, :Lnee.pa.citated

: =~ ARl A

- ST peOplq were no: lbnger disposed. of, but supported by the m:l.esion. T

S ' R s, " \ »'-u .‘r',,‘-

A ‘ '.l'hez-e can’be no doubt about it tha.t the high numbe:r:s of widowe \' — . <

e “ PR o

A T I \’ e a.nd ilI people among the early oonverts ware attracted ‘ny thie o

't . ' “: ' prospect, but given the very rndimentary medJ.ca.l lcnowledge a.nd
| ' equipment of the ea:cly miaeiona.riea, their »tzea.tment of the. eiek
a.mounted. to‘ a mere prolonga,tion of - their dieeases. Entries 111 ’ (
" thé dea'l:h registera testify that ve:ny soon. 'aho::t 412 esses‘ L \
wa:ne repla.ced 'by yea:cs of ’euf_fering' a.nd 1 prolengned 11neeeee'
mt this treatment of\ the siok contnbuted aignificantly to« the o
a,édeptance oﬁ‘ the miesionaniea a& 1eade:ce :En spi:n:l.tnal a.nd tenipo-, .
\ N
\raﬂ:matters, ca.n 'be seen from ona of the many entriea conc.erniﬁg
AN I ;
tqis ea.tegory of sconverta. A man wh.o d:l.ed in 1812.'13 deso:i'bed.:
1A 1" "-:‘ "ﬁ" . ; .
1 K = T




I e "I.ast fall he got a malignant ascess on his ‘back through L
B T " .-+ vhich he had to. lay down for the entire. winter; He hags - =. .
[ e always.been quite sinful, and he oi‘ten thanked us with - . .. . LT
o e tesrs for the grea® care which he was afforded, as well IR
ol .., . a8 for ‘the continuous. support, since he ‘was unable to

' ' Co provide for himself and hJ.B numerous family’." O

N Obviously, these incapaoitated peraons were not suppor‘bed by the 5

R a e ety

lmission alone, b'u.t recpived aﬁsistance from their relatives a.s x

+
5

S o , K3

o
) -
well. G:Lven the’ preca.rious ~ba.1a.nce between popula.tion a.nd resoura- /’*f‘

ces, thi.a oharity muat ha.ve put a- stra.in on. the ent:.re pOpulation.

‘Ai

One way of asseésing the medical equipment of the Moravians . .
is %o look at the content of their medicine ahest. During the ge~ . .
o cond. year of. Okkak's existence, the orde:: for mediclnes sent to |

. -EnrOpe a.mounted to soma eight pounds of herbs, salts, and sa.lves,

o 'intended pr:lmarily for, Jyg: /sqnag.’ use by the five missiona.ries there |
’ (Okka.k station 1777zmicrofilm p.54 378) Fou:c y'ea.rs 1ater, sto-

' ‘_'mach d:cops, gantion root, ara.bic gum, oil of- o:mnamon, rhuba.rb,
; o ‘and o::ange peels were added, still pro'ba.'bly flr/personal use main—
-.;1y (Okkak station 1781'354 38&) By 1857, the order has increased

,to a total oi‘ tuenty-'bwu pounds, inoludiné these itemss 81'b. of .
'liquoricé, .';‘ l'b. o:f\ rhu'barb tineture, '1 1b.. of rhu'baz-b powaer, L
"'5 1b. of c‘::eam of Tartari, 4 lb. of spiritus f:lni, a.nd 2 1'b. o;fm L
magnesia ca.::'oonet (Okka.k a'hation 13{57: 54 401‘). The increaae in : ': : R
'fmlk continues, a.nd :!.n 1:862‘ a.lz.'eady forty-four pounds of medioi-; ﬂ e
- ~v-_"nes were aaked for, aﬂ inc:rease of 100% ovex fj.ve yaars! ’I’hesa —_— |

\

' .:.:""werez 12 1'b.. oi‘ cfeam o:r '.l'a.rtari, 110 l'b. of 'nitrn7' ;. 6 lb. o:l'-.'."“*
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o Glaubersa.lz'

5 1‘b. of a.rnika ﬂlowers, 3 1h. of lime-tree flowers, and 5 lb. o:t‘

'basilicon ointment' A year later, fo:: ‘the firat time,* the ca=
tegpry of 'homoeopathic mediglne' is included with this equ.i.p-

. men't: Aronitum (?), Dulca.ma.ra, Bella.dona, :Bz-yonia, Ignat, Nux

vomica., Mercur sol, Pulsatilla, sulphm:, Amia. a.nd. sulphur tine-

ture. ‘l'he experimental nature of this ord‘er is_ underlited by a
: remark, regarding the qua.ntity of the items requestedz"H(:w many'
: g:ams of. the above ve do not know how 1o determine, but we ask

you to send not 00 11'!:1:13 of each" (Okkak station 1865:54 423).

: b
Two yea.rs 1ater, & text-book of homoeoyathy wa.a ;'equested as. well

(p54427) Co Coe
‘We. see tha.t until the 1860}5, no genu:.ne med.!!.cal care could

'be prov:!.ded. in a place 1ike Labrador, This 15 reflected in the

missionaries' statements ooncerning 'bhe health situa.tion._ Dur:lng ;

o [
the fi:r.-st epidamie of : measlas in’ 1827, they were as helpless a.s

t%f vic tims t)
Y . ' . - i

\ '. "In most - of the tents thexe. vas not one a.ble \'Qo asaist h.ts
" ' neighbour, '‘nor was. it in our powser. tol- -glve’ them: proper me=
dteines® ~zP.A. 18288443). RIS | ,

Although a somewha.t mediaa.lly trained. m:.ssionary usua.lly made p&xt
A
of the ata.ff in. La'bra.doi-, spiz:itua.l rather tha.n ma.terial help had °

'bo be relied on ag can be sean from the following excerpt £

missionary g letterz . oL L 5.,:
B .. . . ,'. . 'Y . - " e Lt " ‘,. ..‘ ¥ v~' 'I::,‘ ‘.“ ) N
N ‘ 1_\‘_ .. . an V " , . 'I... L, s * .‘, g . ,': '. ) B o . o -. “.,'. ; . P
- ) i - . RIS L . ,‘ e
.‘\3 i W M . o . -."—‘ .
N \ ; e . '
v, ‘,.' - '..' l' '../.'.
. VoL . 5 /, (, e
—— Pk b Y Y L TRy b 4 T 7

e

2 1b. of ‘Ohina powder',‘ 5 lb. oi‘ hemlock leaves, S
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"In the -ménth &£ May, my dea.r w:.fe was alarmingly ill of a

;. -disoner prevalent in this country, so ill, that I thought

:one of the f:n.rs-h f doctor-missionaries' had not been properly :i.n-r

s

I should lose her. In Europe the aid of two or three doctors(.:ﬂ N

would have been deemed expedient in e case of this kind,‘
- but ve.had only -6 n e _.t90 resort to, even the Good Physi-
' cian H:Lmself" (P A. 1830:583) , : \

i - B . . ot
i
-~y

The quest,ion remains whether the m:.ssionaries were a.t all inte- .

rested in providing proper health _care? How is it possi‘ble that

.i‘ormed about his task prior 'bo coming to Labra.dor, a. faot admitt—

'-_edbyhimself-' oL  '- T

’—' - . . ‘( . ) . .
E ...in general, I must say, that I am ca.lled to wi'bness more *
bodily sui‘fering among ‘them than‘I ha.d expected would. 'be the

' R case" (P A. 18473338)-

-

_.The a.nswar 1168 in the afore—mentioned a.ttitude of the Mora.via.ns
fowards dea.th. There -can  be no dou'b'l; a.'bout it that bodily sfer--

:.ngs were viewed as a "wholesome chastisement, by which they had

..been brought nearer to }esus“ (P.A. 1828:444-5). The missionat-

' w‘ries ca.me o I.abrador In order ta save spiritual ra.ther ‘than’ mate- o

~

::ial lives, a.nd in 1nata.nees oi‘ “the death oi‘ a. person who fell

- short of the :lclea.l of Moravian Imzit, cauaality wa.a pos*&ula.ted

\{:etween hia hehavioux and h:Le death: N ..

s . . L. o . '

i..v". " ‘,‘ {

."Only one adult was: lost: at sea. Ea was' a single man,’ whose
heart seemed hardened;, and who resisted. ail regroof” = v 5o

' e "A most melaﬁoholyy and affecting occurrenca took fplaca"..

. The wife df kiN. wag literally devou::ad by the dogs....Onx A *¢
d ‘upon her death.as a direct judgment of God; K T

peOple Joo
_ . whose wo:d she had always deapised during hez lii'etime" T
(1’.&. 183‘1:62;, 18551235 L N

Sl wa———




' The. miasionaries vere using the’ tra.ditional fear . of death of the

“'The- quee—tion as ‘to why did the Inu:.t accept the death—oriented

| Inui‘b in order to atrengthen and . ma.intain their position. With
: {
increas:Lng mortality, their popularity could be expected to gz'ow,

I.and in a.t 1east one instance, _the Brethren ‘gsgem to have a.ctivel:?

v

'encou:r:aged the Spread of dieeasea in their eettlements. This -

"% s

'}\fappened. upon the occasion of the v:.eit_of a navel ofi‘icer.from

Ste-déhmisr o oo Lo -

. , : ' . - ‘
"'The benevolent caplain of the,_ sloop of war,: offered. to have
the Bsgquimaux: children inocudated with the cow-pox, but we

had'several reasons for decl:.n:l.ng his kind offert © - *

(2._&,18213160).(_‘)‘ S S |

=~

-the naw epidemics of measles a.nd sma.ll-pox must ‘have had a most
-te:rrifying ai‘fect on the peoPle. No. trad.itional cuz:es were known, '
.a.nd, the number of victime\ must have(seriously undermined _the via—
t bility o.f oontinuing- the tra.ditional way of life. The reaction to
tb‘e new epidemice must have been very similar to that of the

G::eenlandere when conf}.'onted with the small-pox :.n the early 1730‘5:3"‘ ‘

L 1

«

"The miaerable savagee sui’feg:ed dreadfully £rom the efi‘ecte

: of-this. unknown' \pestilence.. As the pustules would not riee,
they endured, excrutiating pain, heat, *and. thirst, which in "
spite  of- every remonstrance, they would. alla.y by large *
d.raughts of iced water, so. that they seldom out-Yived the .
-third day, Somestabbed themsélves, or plunged into the - '

-T-1 to’ put-a speetw end to. their torments.. Ohe .man, stab‘bed
;. his vifels sister, yaﬁde:c the. mad p::esumpt:!.on,, that she had
hewitched hin- to- death" (Gra.nz 1820:13). C T e

Cat

y

'.ideolog'y of the Morav:.ans can’ be a.nswered when we consider that ' \ :

FORETIU iy e
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~ces e.nd popula:tion wxde\ned more and more. The s:.tuatlon 'bec
: critica.l wi'th -the onset' of a long period oi‘ unusually eariy. ng

‘hard w:.nters, which made the seal hunt d:.fficult or eptirely 'i 1=

: possible. From the 1850'9 on, statements like this ong

/.

. PSRN
™~ -

-"Such a season “of want and of suffering has not’ een known\ v M
on. this coast since’the commencement of the Missioneses -.lm :

Yhe skins""\ Y

of dogs, 0ld boots, sea—grass, ‘and ‘@ vaziety of ¢ther things, .

' . more than can be named, were resorted to in this extremityi

. as articlea of food" (P.A. 1857:217—8). -

X

- .

‘assisted them to do 50..,:Had it not been, o‘ ever,' _ -
their: thus' being dispersed; ‘the distress “woula have been . . '..
tuch greater, and, in. all, probabili ty, the- lofs. of 1 fe- " @ -

2 from starvat;.on very great in eed" -(p. A._ 1854:229) o

}tion started 'being pald to the hea.lth‘situa.tion. -This period '

Y

5 ‘.
-
~ - _4 .
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. win order to have a :)uition for the continuation
N Yoy

mise:.on in I.a.'bra.dor. One of the firet persone to raiee flie vo:.ce

%f'th'e ‘

and. point to the deterioration of the settlements, 'ﬁrae the super—.

intendant of the Lar.'{)ra.dor Miss:Lon, A. Freita.g. In a ma.nuscript, .

written pro‘bably :ln the late 1850‘9, he iden‘tified the fire'E four-‘

decades of the 19th century as & period. of prosperity, evident in
the increasad fertility of Inu:.t women. Thie time ;l.e said to have

| 'been i‘ollowed 'by a period of "disguised rel%pse :.n their material

e conditions", caused by the penetration of whlte traders 1nto the

( .
, miesion's territory, and the "herewith lmked mfluenoe of unne.»

- situa.tion of the Inuit :meroved as a result of cod fishing; ‘l:he

asl

l

money earned herewith was. epe&:\t on Europea.x;. ,i‘ood whidh ha.d
) harnt’uleffect on their constitutio\n. Freite.g eupports hie a.rgumen'l:
concerning the wea’kening of the phye:lcal condition of the Inui.t o
'by- pointing out the increase in feoe consumption: in the past,
' "_"a eet'lzlement of 300 p90p1e needed these que.ntities of European

provieions anxma.llya 600 kg of flour, '300-450 lcg of ehip biscnite ’

'tit" wae double tha.t, and add.itiona.'l a.rticlee llke ealtecl pork,

» "‘.'ca.uee of t{xeir health probleme. References abound a.s to their

veak.ened coﬁitution (2.A. 18603120), refleoted. not only in the :

C 'grea'ber need’

" cessary luxury'" (n.d.315 390-1) At 'l:he same 'bime, ~t:he flna.nc a,l '.

.and 300-450 lcg of pelfle.“.) In Freitag'e time,\the coneumed quan- L

0x; energy intake from food, but a.lso from ertemlii':-

\
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'sources, such ae\ eating (PeA A. 1855:532) . However, a. careful dis- f}:
”tinction was drawn etween the southern settlemente'of-Néin'and .

s Hopedale, and the frontier community Hebron, which, sheltered - }}5. ‘\;
’ \t ' t (" ' N

‘;from ‘the intrusion of the Settlers by the former eettlements, LY .:\i
was still inha.bited by as \e: unspoiled Iniit (Froitag n.d.:54" 394) Ve
i

/ o .
In Hebron, European fobd ‘still proved "insufficient to preserve W ey

el &

our people from the pangs of hunsrr" (P A. 1856:109), and conse-, PUEER

‘ s - \
T quently, "eickness and mortali\ is, in general, of much ﬁess' v . .\'

-frequent occurrence at Hebron than at our. other stations" ij,ﬂ LN Ha \7‘

koo, o N T
: . In 1904, Dr;James Hhtton, a Moreyian,himself, became the '

\first resident phyeician in northern Le\rador. He aleo adhered tov : i

the EuroPeanization hypothaeis, but adde three other main cau~- o
oL . \\6‘99 for the dying Out of the lnuit: consan inity, concentration oo '(.
| ) i:‘i ' En'--settlements, and immorality (n.d.:65) S ting with immora-- _\ -
‘*\i-: R 11 G Hutton claims, "‘ S ‘ula -'1 ‘\w J - |

’ .
\ . N

g;rtly from aleeping in the eame room with their parents, o
" and partly from familiarity with the habite, of -the dogs -~ ' . ' v
s whiph abound in every Eskimo village, the’ children, both ‘% T
"¢+ ‘boys and: girls, fall into the habit of sqxual abuse, and” - ' .
e ,cont ue in ‘excess during adult life. This habit: must mean - .
not onll\a drain on the strength of the individual, but:

also a owered vitality in tbe children born". (p.13). o ':t .‘.‘ "

e o P L 1h Lo . Co e
. - S % . - - oo Lot
These relared sexual habits 1ed to the spreed of syphiliﬁ, in- '"l” ¥ .

3
g retea o cmem o e
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Ny | |
o ' - 'Venerea.l diseaeee m:.ght ha.ve been introduced muoh ea.rlier the.n

'\ L " "

'~the Inuit, R . -

"'_'are the very eeeence oi‘ the na.tu.rai prevention Oi‘ contagion, a.re

”

BT Y spite of ‘the. immora.l habits o£ the primitive Eskimos, 3
" I ean find nothing to suggeet that syphilis occurred Spon=
ta.neously" (p-49). -

-the early 20th centu.ry, ‘since a hlgh number of deaths in the -
1650'5 and 1860'e were attributed to 1nfections and. inflammations

'of the abdomen or 'J.nner parts of the body ’ and. s:.nful exceeees';,'

| .aleo appear as-gause of death. But Hutton is proba.bly right when

he attributes t'he spread of these dieeases %o the 8

1 ethic of
A .

. o

On the other ha.ndj Hutton is wrong with regard. to oonsangui-

P

. nity having always been common, "J.nevitable in a sme.ll natlon

' like the. Eekimos" (p.65) It will be shown +that consanguineoue

'marriagee are of a relatively recent om.gin in Le.brador.

Finally, ‘aB far as the concentration of ponula.tion in eettle-'

.

- men_te goee, i+t is ironical -the.tvafter,more‘ than ore\ hundred _years

'o‘i“en;i'prced eedeﬁtarization, 'a.‘Morevi 5 in Lab eder‘ should make

“this remarks -

vt o~

"Conoentration ‘of the people into settlemente ie an adveree

' ini‘luence. ‘The Bskimos ane by«{xatu.re nomadic, making their

. - home for. the time being where they find the fishing amd
- hunting the :most productive. Dwelling, as they dd, in villa-
. ges. of two or three hundred inhabitants, not-only is there o
-greater® competition in obtaining a nati've food supply, -but.
the da.nger of epidemic disease is largely increaeed" (p.66

Hutton n;akee a.n important point w\hicﬁ relatee to the epread of

dieeaeee when he sa.ys tha.t, "thoee habits oi‘ refinement which

N SN

LY
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oL

'lacking (p.13) The eame observation is made by the miesionemes

who relate that "some of the, older folks, too, nade fun of our . -

preca.utionary meaeu::ee and ma.inta:.ned that there was ‘ne escaping

from anything which God had sent us" (P A, 1917 370) « .I have shown :

* that a.boriginal Greenle.nd.ere were .avate of the concept of conta.-'

minatlon and took proper care agalnet it 'I'he same had probably

been the cage in Labrador bei‘ore the missiona.r:.ee' arriva.l who '

e should “be. bla.med in my opj.nion, for ha.v:.ng eroded the tra.dltiona.l

health care syetem, and replac:.ng it with ‘an 1deology which. took

. health measures out cf the. hends of those who were concemed (5)

An important point should be mentioned concerning Inu:.t hou=

o eing. Although thei:r: dwell:.ngs C aboriglnal and European—style)

‘ - were of;ben;described es "small,-\111-,ve‘n1:11et’ed, .dir'ty, and’ 111~

' 'tuberculosie, because unlilce the former the latter were etructures. '

; _onary from Hebron statea~

smelling" (Hutton n. d‘.:12), 'the-traneitioﬂ from a;borigina‘.l‘-tybpe
houses to more recent wooden dwelllngs meant a step back in terms
b4

of hyg:.ene. Wllhelm Dege claims for Greenla.nd tha.t the tra.ns‘it:l.on

from abor:.ginal to 'modern’ houses contributed to the spread of

erected fo:: ;gemanencx. In aboriginal houses, unoccupied du_ring

. the Bummer, 'the rooi‘ wou.ld be removed and the interior exposed.

to the cleansing inf;lnence of wind end rain. However, ‘once s%rnc- -

.

s Tl Te

tures /of 8 mo:ce sol:.d kind. were erected., the a:oof cowld no ionger L

'be removed, a.nd the interior beca.me a h,ot’oed. for germg (1965:,31) !

A

| The sa.:r eituation muet have prevailed in Le.brador where a miss:l.-" : )

-, L
e

g

7]



S L N
Y ; A N ) .
e e R - SO S
\ et o ,
'"I'heir vacant houses, remaining opan from the spring till
' their re—~occupation in. the’ s e\e geat a thorough cleans:ing
by the. ra.:Ln, u' ‘they do not, Andoed, fall in...“ (2. Av 183’9:408)
; ’.'Th:ls 'HB.S oanta.inly no longer allowed to happen in gome- oi’ the \ ’
| . " ) - - Nain houses':jwhich by the late 1850':; were al::eady decorated o
T L _:.wd.th wall pa.per (P.A. 1860:122.). . J;j Do -
o " In. conclusion to this section, I refer the :cea.d.er to- the
' ' xtappendix of thig thesisr whe:.-e 1 q'u.ote a.t leng.;tlmthe annua.l. report '
4 .
".t'm Eebzon, c.overing the period July 1918 unt:l.l July 1919. It is'
concerned with the Spanish. in.fluenza epidemic and provides a good'
I ' ineight :Lnto 'I:he conditions faoed by the Inuit during epiq.emics,
'a.nd 1nto the d.ouble task of the m:l.ssiona.riea reacting to suoh :" :
Lo v “dieastere a8 repreeentativee of God. ahd human:!.ty.
¥ . i ’ , L ‘x
- 3 DA o . . . MO - - . S Al N N
S ' : L’ifé-eﬂeotatio:d s ' ‘ R - : - '
e e o 'l'his aantion contains .8 num'ber of ta.ble& a.nd figu:eae which
i ( B _ - refer to: &) the nean ag reaohed by pe:r:sons ‘born in a spec:l.i‘:l.c
E “‘: a E period. in the tlu.'ee settlements of Hope/\e, Okka,k,.. and Hehzon e
L .“'1 . (tableg 2 5,4) - It m‘ust be pointed out, that the va.lues in fa.'blaa ‘
17 '-/- . : o -'2 and 3 -are somevha.'l: defla.ted, becanse pe:neona wd.th minsing age
S AR at. dea‘hh l}ave ‘neen excluded from the oomp:llation, although moet
" Ja . L . -
. - -,-.ot them dld pzzohebly reeoh adulthood. The diecrepa.ncy hetweun _
BN / ",the va.lues presented here and. those fou.nd 1n reality 1noreaaau
o e .vith an. inoreaae in the difference betwaan the numerical values
,' .\.ﬂl !: . ) \ .‘r. : , a
. R BN ..-'l * .
) . ]l : , . . N 'l.'
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T e | E
. Y o ,
T e ..°£ my sa:n:ple md the npmber of all ‘nirtha s‘tmmarized in tablo 5, | o
T ""‘,,aa‘t 'c. o ] -\\" DU : / o |
s o ""b) the propoztion of pop\ule.ticn vhich died at a certain a.g_ '
» - ‘.(ta.'ble 5. f:lgures 2,3,4) refers ta 'bhe peroentage of: ‘the. 'total
number of people bom within a given period dying in a cer‘hain L -
aga-oategory. It should be noted that due to missing clata, the ‘ “ ,
: = p.'r:Opo:ction of persona who died betuean the agaa 1‘:—40 yeara :|.s e "

deflated. wherea.s those dy:lng a’oove 40 yea.rs of a.ge belong to & -
‘ categwory whioh. ia inflatedu&g aize. Thia is beoause two. sets of

b lda.ta have been used for these"‘pompnta'bions (table 5) data set

LT L . FR
B Lo }
e L - : no.‘l} consists o£ all people boﬁ?y in'a specifio pe:n:lod., d.iaregar—

o

. ,d.ing whether agea ad: death a:.'e knmm oz 0t a Thi.s set served for . ﬁ_- e
R L caloulat:lng the: p:cOpo::t:l.on of younger ages: at death (0.40) Data .' P
B R ,aet no.?.' consists oi‘ thoae persons only whoae date. of death 18 / '
> . L - .- L ' o ) : . }

_kn.own and. was uaed fox the olda:: age—oategorier (a‘boye 40 yearn:).

’l‘he di.ao:r.'epanoy between my va.luos a.nd. real:l.ty depends on tho DU~ B

..

me:.-:l.oal disarapa.ncy between the tuo aets of dnta in tabla 5. o
e 4 ~‘v-"'whe:|:eaa‘ in.fant mortality (beloi: one yew of ase) is vin‘tmally un- 'H" .

e S affeoted by missing dnta, the tvo highast age-oatagories (41\-64
”,:' : /and. ahove 64 yem of a.ge) a::e mbjoct to nininterpzetation foz '

o v ~the J;sst\ period. 1890-1919. S:I.noa sone ot the yersonu bo::n at tha.t |

t.txge m nstj.lL alivo, whnreaae others d.:l.ed a.t unnkno\m date, B B

i 'J;L.have inaludn:l &1L panpla wm, ze' at:u.l (pon:un.y) e.uve into Loane s
thn highes:l;{a,ga-g::oup (65-!-). In’ rwl:l.w sona ot thn‘o should. ho . i
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e Lised their zepr}oductive a.ge. Th.ie in.format:lon ia 1mportan1: for.

i.nplnded :l.nto fhe lnwgr category of 41-54 yea::s. In thie gase,

tho tvo data. sets :l.n fable 5 axe mergad wh:l.ch mem that a.ll/L pro—-

¢
13

portions were oompu.ted from the aame tota.l numbor. - , o

a) the proportion of the total population horn reach;ng a speoiﬁ.c

e_rg_ (tp.bles 6 and. 7) :Lndioa,tea what peroen‘hage ot bom people _

' reached the md.nima.l age- a.t ma::ri.ase (T'[ yea.rs), a.nd. how mm rea-

ther following seotion on. fartility and the chapter on mazriage. C N

'l'he:o, 'hha differenoea he'l:vean males a.nd females vill 'he dealt

o . > ..

with moro fully., o :__’ - C o , .

I

It should be kept /in mind tha.t a.ll valnea pr.eaented in the

‘ tables a.nd £1gures ref’er t'o Hora,v:l.an 'Inuit only. tha.t is, thoﬁéf' L

2 borm as members of the three congregations. Pe::sons vho vero ba

\ iimd. a8 adulta are exclnded.‘sinoe thei:l: vital statiaticsr a.i-e un-

= known. a.nd heoa.use thsy hai heen exposed to 'hhe foroos o.£ cha.nse

212

._;‘:- .m a lesaer degree. 3 et Tt BN
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i ' ince.pe,cite.ted. /people. We caxL e.lso see that whe a thie trend"
e - con'binued in ‘HoPede.le, it was pee poned 1n Okkak and\Hebron byN
- N
gk a

\the 1nf1uenza. epidemic of 1918-«1919 which a.ffected. persona of

a,ll agea. o L R *

\

The much lees favoure.‘ble ei'bua.tion of .vomen,, than\oij men, is j ,

S \
\

visible in te,'ble 5. Wheree.s .the women born during the firﬂt pe-— o

'\

/riod (180Q-f829) dis‘played a. hJ.gher life-expectation at. 511 a.gee, )

”'ninety yeare le.ter the rela.tionehip wag aeither revereed or e.lmoet

AR

bala.nced. For a.ll\ eettlementa it can he eaid. that women were afi‘ec-\

ted. by declines in life-expecta.‘bione moxe d.rama.txce.lly the.n men, 4

whereae riees in l:l.fe-expecta.tions were more substantial for men -

) .tha.n for women. I hold tha.‘l: thia reversal of tra.ditiona.lly exis- )

Ating d.:l.fferencea’ between the eexes was cauaed by the decreaee of . -
ma.le deaths in hunting &ccidents,’ and by the 1ncreaee in time and h

‘energw epent w:Lth pregne.ncles and” child.-care on the pe.r't of the ~

.‘ women. The 1a.'tter point will be taken up shortly.

Another trend ‘ie obeerva.ble when the three eettlemente a.re

I .

. ‘oomparéd/EOpedale B popula.tion displayed the. highe;et initial-
‘ ' life-expectations for both eexee and fo:: all agee, but it e.leo

disple.yed the loweet Iife-expeotation at birth in the final period.".'

The decline there had been more’ rapid than in Okk‘.a.k or- He‘bron,
til 'the thi:r:d. peziod (1860&889) was reached. Then, undoubted.ly

due\to ‘the influenza epidemic, Okka.k'e a.nd Hebron 8 life-expecta- .

™
ions at birth deelined more d:ramaticall (table 2). When we
% \
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exclude the unusua.lly grave ei’fecte o;f.‘ the °1918-1‘9k19 epidemic,
), ;
%n\we Qn sa.y tha.t Hopeda.le displhyed the leas‘b-‘ stability in
- life-expecta.tions, followed by Okke.k and Hebfon, and the risee

‘ and declines were more\pronounced there than in the two latter s

eettlemente. :A comparison of the three tablee reveals that it

L people who ga.ined from the r:l:ses in life-expectations. Sinoe

»

' to the ea.rlier onset of culture change in HOpedale, due to its

proximity to the Settlere. Then it can bé said that:the g_z_'ea.ter

the groximitx oi‘ 8. gopulation to thg centre of modernization. .
the. sha.rper the decline in life-expectatione of children, but

-

Ny

was' ma.inly children who were ai‘fected by the declinee, a.:nd older o

“this trend was more pronou.nced in Hopedale than in Okka.k a.nd Heb-

"ron, I tempted to a.ttribute thie difi‘erence between co;.}u.nities ‘.:

a.lso the ehager"the rise in- life—expectations of older persons. )

- Obv:i.ouely, a.ll tnese conclusions refer to those p& only

'"_ who reach a oerta.in age. Table 2 showe an unmista.kable trend, va-’.'

0

/

3 lid for all settlements ‘and all eriods, \which indicates that the
. N

e~

T ’l'he extent of thie trend can be identified i‘rom the figures\whioh
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,'proportion of persons rea.ohing adulthood’ was consta.ntly declining.' , “
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HOPEDALE ' o ORKKAK - | - HEBRON .
omet 1 | set 2 | set . set 2
Tmus {wv e |wmie | ny
L o7 |ieoo-1e29 | 84190 | 70, 72 1112 112 _107{196
N C o |1830=1859 1'89;1%59_ 168 :127 239 1239 232:..2“3‘3’ 89
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T the last p'er:.od'(1w39o-‘-19'1ﬁ9),' hbwevér, both Okkak and Hebron were .

L oharacterized ‘by a more favourable situa.tion tha.n Hopedale. 'l‘h.ie

) 0mparieg Hoped.ale and Okkak. during the first two perio}ds |
(1800-18595 ‘we Bsee that the demographic procees was- moTe detri— N
menta.l for women tha.n men in the_highest age—category. Although

'more men born during the eeéond period (1830—1859) rea.ched. the

' ‘age of 65 or more than their predecessors within the firet period

(1800-1829), both sexes in all three eettlements were suhjected ‘ B
‘to & +trend of pyramidization of the proportions reaohing a certain B
- ages the higher age-categoriee were loeing ground, whereas the,

. lower ones were increasing in num'bersf In other worde, all" Mora-

‘vian Inuit were 1ees likely to achieve grea.t age with the paasing

T

of time.'

LI Y
!

'l'his trend - ie, ‘once again, more dramatioally expressed in
' Hopedale than in’ Okkak ‘br Hebron. Initially, the population 1‘h
: Hopeda.le displayed the lowaet,pr0portion of infa.nt a.nd ohild mor~

tality,. ‘and the highest pro;:or'bion of &ea.the in old-',age.. During. -

15 intereeting for 11: has bean shown that Hoped.ale 8 po;mlation o S

A sufrered less from d.eaths due-to epidemice\ than did the peOple

s’

' ...in Eebron or Okkak (see rigure 1), and it ia striking that even ._ L
with the drama.tic impact of the 1918 in.flutlanza epidemic, Okkak ‘
a.nd H*bron enjoyed a lower inoidence of :!.nfant mortality than
Hopedale. It is sig'nificant that 1nfant mortali;ty remained um:han— '
:4. ged during the eeoond period in HOpedale// a.nd that :Lt vas only

: after modernization had reached a peak }n the third. period (1860-89) ,.
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‘tha.t infant mortality increaaed by more’ tha.n 200%» - 'I’his question

\~.‘..

e wwill be discussed more fully J,n the section concerned. with ferti-‘ LT

—

) Ha.ving considered life-expectations and prOportions of dea.the

at & certain age, e have seen that Hopedaie s population ha.d to '
pe.y the highest price for acculturation. ’I'his conclusion is under-

’ lined by the valum; in tablea 6 a.nd 7, indicating that the deg’:ee

.’ ,ot‘ surv orship to adulthood deoreaaed more substa.ntially in the ST

centre of modernization tha.n at its fringes. The period. 1’860-—1889

“-epidemic, ita pOpulation recovered during the last period, wh rea.s

‘the downva.rd ti-end continued :Ln Okkak a.nd Hebron.

5. -

., Tadle 61 Pro portion of population reaching age 11 (%)

. born | ' : . o
L ‘ ‘ixétva’eﬂ males femalgf C M. £, - M -

__~_____’__ 1800-1829 A1 e 13 | 61 |- 69

RIS 1860—1889 |24 | 26" | 43 .| 49 | 4

&

f850—1859u 49 | sa |49 | 59 | .7

1890~1919 |28 | 29 | 34 | 36 | 36

BT




RENE

.‘.— E’\A

|1ez0-1859. | 27 | - 28 129

l1s60-1880 - | 10 |l 11 |18

L .RembdMty. - . - - oo a0

3

s - IS LN '

o g ,".‘." :J' L.
;::. - ~ L I - ’ ‘.
L K A A L .
L . RIS
R ;' < &'l.“ o .
A ! te PR S
K : y ; e A
N ¥ ST el o

. .\ "‘ -~ . ] \ v . ".' g "'

Table 73 'P;o ortion o.£ :population reaching’ a&e 41 (%) LN

HOPEDALE o ( HEBRON B R

"hom ' ', ' o -J,.ﬂ- ' { - L ) '(\ .

|nates. | females| . m, T S m, i L.

NEEE

18001829 | ‘37 - | a4 | 3 | a2y

32 | 22 | 30

1890-1919 - 17 | 19 15 700 16 CAT

‘I‘he data presented in tables 8=11 are mean va.lues, compu{: d =
J

for cohorts of womenowho started producins childzen in a /given

period. 'Da.bles 8-10 refer to ‘the number of ?ffsprlng per child— :

bea.ring wome.n, a}ierage length of childhea.ring, and 'th?! mothers' Yol
!

mean life-—expecta.tion. chever, theee mean values éhould not ob- . ‘
| T
soure the congiderable: varia.tion which, prevailed 1n/ all three )
) | ‘ 4
settlements. 'I‘he number of births varied from one to fou:tteen,

i
l

AL and the length of the fertile period extended from one to twenty-

: seven yea.rs. However, in most cases, ohild'bea.ring was termina.—tad

-

',by the woman's death ra.ther than the ongset of mencpa.use, which,

-, --if reached., ogcurred in the early forties. Lhildbearing started

. ‘in Iate teens a.nd early twenties, within the first year oi‘ ma.m:ia.ge.
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The laet rubric of tables 8-10 contains information on the a.ver—

. L ./
E age number of months ela.psing between consecutive (1ive) birthe., L
W]

' oi‘ a woma.n 8 offspring who were alive at the birth oi‘ hér ls.et ‘
. e - \

. %
Here, dietinction is mad.e between the ‘birth 1nterva.l prevalent

L \B
after the birth oi‘ B child which aux%ee u.ntil (at least) ita L i .

v biological potential for bearing chz,ldren), because I elways ha.d. L

This material ie presented in- a. more speoific form in ta.'ble 11. T
S

a.l elaps:.ng between ‘ /

; mother beare another child, and the inte
i

the dea.th of an offspring -and his euccessor '8 birth. ’l‘he peroen— -
-

tage of surviving oi‘i‘spring in table 11 refers to the proportion, |
|

il }{_ .
|

child. This last child is included in thet number. It should Be =¥ 3 |
L

noted. that all de.ta in ﬂhe ta.bles refer to 1live birthe only.

Uni‘ortunately, I am unable to comment. on i‘eg x (L.e.y. the’lx
A;'

A
to ta.ke into a,ccount the poheibility of a birth occurring in a
\

' dii‘i‘erent settlement tha.n Hopadale, ‘Okkak, or Hebron, and ther fore

2\

\

v ’-
a.bsent from my . colleotion of data.\Therefore, all the values pre-
L ..
sonted in tPie section are min_imal onee, baeed on large sa.mplee
v
of ohildbearing women vwhoae reproductive beha.viour could be etu—_

died ae completely as possible. This laet criterion did. not allow -

for the inclusion of Hebron women bearing children An the period
s ’ . /
1830—1859. D'u,e to the 1a.rge proportion of new. converts a.nd women

’

reeettled rrom Nain who had certainly been productive prior to

s .;\. T [N . o Lo o ' o R ‘. .
B R N Lo : ) ) /
, .

' their comingJ to He‘bron, 'the' fertility levele for that period would :

'be highly sgeoulative einco computed from incomplete materia.l.

- v s
. . . . s
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. Table e~ Fertility

of., Hope&

~85-7

. /I v

ale women

" 18'!: child
) ) no,e

- |births

born
between.

Y or

no'. of

mothe rég

birtha |
per
mother |

product.

; T
mean

period

nean. ,

age at

|rdeath

- birth—.
“interval

mean

- 118001829

166

23

'.’7 -2 '. .

" 1843

o ™
55«8

. 30-5'_ '

282.

47

6.0,

Lo

5.0

2T.4

18301859

" [1860-1889

. 258 ‘ "

39

6.:' ":.

. \111.8

42|

2342

a

88

. '143

2.3

22,8

1’896—191’9

¢ Tabla 9: Fertility of Okkak women ..

9.7

1st child
born
be tween -

'ﬁo. of.
births

W ]
no. of

"births

per
-mother

mean -

.product.
period

,mean

, death

age at | birth-

LA .
mean . - ¢

‘interval

121

moethers

,1!7

7.

1801

53.8 A )

‘ 18‘50‘-1859

1800~1829 -

" 360

\72

‘5.0.' "

12,8

47.2-

. 30.6
© 30,71

‘ 1860—1889

505.

87

. ‘ _A »5.8‘

| a5.0

27

o 1890-1919""""30‘6

.'68“‘

s

13,4
8.4

§T;&

,“22.4 )

‘ ""Ta.ble 103 Fertility of Hebron ‘women

1t ohild.

born . -

no/ . oif
.bir‘l'.hs

no‘.' of

.. per

'birthsr ‘

mother |

mean
product,

‘mean .
age ail

. mean -
. birth-—

between ’

275

54

mqthqrs _

5.1

period -

death

- He60-1689 .

1.9 |

‘ Be6

At

28,0 |

53,9

k 18.90-1919'

n . - P .
, - e e - ea——
] « N .
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A
o\

245

. 5T

4.3 2

24,0 .

intervall . .
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| _of’ the o}ﬁiidhea.ring period, due* to a eignii‘icant d.egree to the \

% ‘that both, Hopedale ‘and Okka.k women ‘bore coneiderably more ch:l.ld— :

T 'l'he trend displayed in tables 8-10 :i.s one oi‘ decreaeing length
1.

5'@rcp in. ;L/lfe-expeota.tione, accompa.nied by a red.uction of the num—A- N

ber of birthe per woman. When ve look at ‘the first pariod, we gee

o Tren tha.Z the. three ox four poatulated for the a'boriginal period
h

at - 'this increaae resulted from the imposition of new sex-

J\T;d
1 thies by $he' missionaries. I-‘iret of a.ll, the IniBB.'LOn 8 en— -

.‘ coura.gement of large oﬁ'apringa (viewed. ‘as God's children) must

have direotly influenced the Inuit' reproductive beha.v‘:l.our. Second.-

Sy

7

1y, the elimination of polygyny a.nd. wife-—excha.nge depr:ured the
'_Inuit of importan‘t birth oontrols and the poesibility of spreading'
-a. large number of u:hildren over moxe" tha.n one woman. Once polygyny R

. b
was aboliahed, a.man might still have wished f oxr a large offapring,

. ,'but e:lI these ohildren he.cl -to be nou.rished. e.nd 1ooked after by one

[ S

s increa.se in child

'mothe:r:. Given the fa.lae gense of seourity impla:nted by the misaio- ” ) -
‘ 'na.ries, the Inuit ma.y hardly have realized. the ‘implioa,tions of this \14
. she.rp :anrea.ee in fertility levels. 1. think tha.-h it was this factor
'-.which contributed 6 the fax more significant decline Anlife~ ..

) expectations of women than men}

' Another element cont:::Lhut ng to the deterioration of Inu_tt

_females' health vas the ehorte ng of :Ln:l:erve.ls between consecu-

tive births. It might be su.speo ed that this resulted. Lrom the

": ; tality (seb figurea 2-4) and didn‘t affect

‘_\



B ha,ve been dead at the time of the nex/t birth, allowing the mn.ther_ S
to conoentrate ona single ba.'by. Eo/ gtrer, we can see in table A kb
' R tha.t birth-spacing was decreasing i‘or both categories: fur those S

1
. ] :
g "bo:r:n after the death of the p:!:evious child., as well as, for thoee-'.} .
S
|
|

birth—intemls since the- la.tter dec::eases a8 the forme:c increases,
Y S
- Bnd once child morta.lity atarts declining, birth—intervals go up 4‘

B betwaen children born shortly after eaboh other.

F— .
P . !
[l v FU N -
PN - o - ey L.
. » ! -
~
a
-
?’
[
PR U U

:'.who snpplemented a growing offspring. Nevertheless, there spems '

".'..(see Hebron, 'l:a.ble 11) Howaver, it is impossible 'to determine the
-A,'ca.usality, it could be that the shortening of intemls ‘betvee:n
birthe results from the attempt at compensating for los't offs];:ring, ‘ :_’”7 o

"but child morta.lity m:.g-ht also increasa as a result of competition

3 Sl 1 bartn |
18t b ( % of |interval
tst birth offapring [ after

1. virth | biren
interval] intexrval

A PR ) after after | )
' }Retyeen urviving launvivad og | aurvivall death |~/
] 1800-1829 [ . 8T BT ot I o o
lasn-tese] 62 | b5 | 46 | 75 TR
- [ioszs| 4z | 3w s |- esr | s Lom
e ; . - . —

L. L.
. -
s = LR} .

! to be a relationship between child. mortality and the length of ) '. ;3,"-_« R

" P N ’
- P L. : .
S 'l‘able AT Spacing betwegn births in HOpeda.le a.nd Hebron (in months) . .
’r’ SR | HOPEDJLE' . e HEBRON R A |
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: 'I'here a:co :Lndioatiuns tha.t the shorter birth—-spacing requi— P

red. some fundamental addustments on the pa.rt o.t‘ ohild‘bea.ring awo— .

I

men. ‘Hutton (n.d.. ) reporta that around the turn of. this centu-— E

ry, hreast—fed. ba.biss vere we ed after twd years or less whioh -
I:l

means-’a considerable reduction f::om the (iactation period o.!‘ three

to four yea.rs observed in. aborigfﬁ.nal G-réenla.nd (Cranz 18203 149). .

The food Wh:i.oh supplemenfed. mother 8 milk a.nd. repla.ced :Lt after o

K -

the ba‘by ha.d reached sone two ,y-ea.ra madt hmre been of E\u:o:pean s

ENE

e,

origin, such ag i‘lour and. biscuits. Since these artioles were first

®

":‘, introd.uced in the" centre of modernization, it ms,kes senss that

b:lrth—spacing started decreasing ea.i*l:l.er :Ln Hopeda.le tha.n j_n Okkak.

(aee ta‘ble‘s 8 ancl 9) Fro;n at 1eaet the end of the, 19th century

on canned. milk ha.a been a,vaila.ble .and bottle—feed.ing beca_me

- . . ’ . . . . -

commons . -, o
. . B . . P

. v . C - -

v "Whereas in- the old days the Esicimo mothers were always. a.'ble 2

to suckle their in.fa.nts, novadays-bottle feeding is ,-d.,:l.stre-
Bsingly common" (Hutton n.d.:58 &., , L

!

Hﬁtton iinpli'es :Ln other contexts th'a.t -breast—f'eedi.ng wa.é 'ri.of ale .

ways possible and obaerves that due- ta lack of proper hyg‘ienc, S

”the geut ma.;joz:l.ty of bottle-fed babies die during tho rirst .

year" (p.60). H?re, we come back to the link between ‘a mother'

haa.lth a.nd. her o.f.‘fspring' [=] cha.ncea for survival. Vith the deto::l.u-

L rot:ieon of health, x&w-born babias ca.mo intn a difficult position,

reflocted in new causes. of infa.nt doa.tho, such as, 'laok of mother‘ .

.
v

. millc' . 1nsufficient nou:_-ishment'.‘ ox” aimply, 'illnass ‘of - mothe:r:'
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ol

’ mothe s. In Hebron, the firet case of euffocation in sleep wael
. ‘re orted in 1858, followed by another one in 1885, and seven more
‘,'until 1905 (it might have oontinued but ny material goee only

" asm far ae 1906) Helge Kleivan, ueing data from Greenland,'commen-e fa",

LR

'rather than® decreases with modernization, other factore must heve,‘

‘e

P
ol
SO .
ol

‘ deathe, reeulting from euffocation due to overlaying by eleeping ’

'z' oonaoiouslj, reverting to the aboriginal cuetom of infantioide.

Q

. \.)"/

VL o
- ..5 N
&
13

oo K - . : -

__/“_ L . o X i

Theae entriee became common during the latter part of the 19th =

o’

oentury,'and/were accompanied by another new cguse of infant N . - ' r'f

s q

ted qn the poseible relationship between crowded sleeping platforms' ';
in traditional houeee and this .cause ofbdeaih, predicting a de- SRR

'orease in euffocationa;with the. adoption of European—style beds o

‘ B
(1966:380 However, gince thie cause of infant deaths increaege

played a-role in. Labrador. I euggeet to link this suffocation of

babieehto the abovevmentioned shortageJOfwedequate nouriehment,_
culminating around the turn of this century Rather .than wa itigg
for. the baby to die, a-mother might have deoided to suffocete it

However, unlike its traditional form, modern infanticide  goems

c.

8¢ cee; therefoze, the aboriginal-preventive cheok on population
‘was roplaoed by a positi ‘one, w&theut hope for a better futnre,

the deteriorating Iiving conditione of the Innit led to apathy:

e

. "Year by year it ie becoming more difficult for the- Esk,
mathers to reaxr their babies, and it has ‘become guite &
oommon, saying now, when a child is bornm, 'The child will .
proba'bly die'" (BaA. 1913:305) . N,

e e < o L [ . AT . PR
& . I8 o Tt . e e Bt O TR

to have reeulted from population pressure.due to inadequate re- " K‘“. ‘;.ff

o
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* . Table 123 Number of -births &hd deathsj Hopedslé, Okkak, Hebron

L <102

is deflated until the second period (1850-1859) in Hopedale and '

a1y This is .

Okkak, and’ until the third period (1860-1889) in s“

due tg\ the" young population composition, from, "c;ier -Iage-
categories are excluded since they W born in the settlements.

o\

. . .| births |deaths lbirths !deafhs | birii
periOd N M. f.’ \m. fe Me«{ Lo M f.l- M, £ . ‘W, . '

o A , . _ >
S \ e , ‘ - B V.
1800-1829 94 1'100) 271 141192 112 35[ 33 - \

1830-1859 . 1183 | 139107 { ‘04 |'239] 239 162]131] 8o’} a7l 3124}

| ds60=1889. 159 | 192|175 |191 [ 238 | 251 212|237 151 | 158|113 [113

11890-1919" - | 83| 77(123 [130 | 214] 249 334{ 376 |187 | 195|221 |34

vl

allow for making any general statements concerning the situation(g

« 1oTAL <~ {519 | 508|442 [429-] 803|847 | 743|777 l434 | 433{ 366 |571.

~.

Although the- outlined shortcomings -af the‘material'do'not

1)

within the first. fifty or so years, ‘we. can still detect interest- o

ing differences between the three settlemente. ‘It is visible that o
Hopedale's population started displaying a negative balance bet-

ween births and deaths du.ring the third period (1860-1889), where- ,

s . &a as Okkak and Hebron had been saved this crisis until the period

~

of frequent epidemics (1890—1919), culminating in the 1918-1919 e

' N
influenza epidemic. In short, had it not been rorothe latter R

.~ ',
'.‘, L L o . N ) ’ L ) . .\"-\.. ;
.",‘"/:‘ > 1 '
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A

Aii:j i;_v.éyj:aee that Hopedale éxperienoed a negative balance betweZB births.ﬁ
' R and. deaths at the eame time as the ‘diseases ﬂLached a peak there
';..(figure 1) and the proportion of thoee.pereone reaching adulthood
4;1ihit the hottom (tables -6 and 7) However, although' the birth—rate
'Hﬂstarted £Llling from that time on, the death—rate déelined as
-'?well and the proportion of people surviving childhood actually

;"increased within the subsequent period (1890-1919) There ‘can he
Cial R e N

‘0kkak's~end Hebron'e populations would have followed the same up-
- ward trend, but in ‘a muoh//?tter'ehape than Hopedale/ :

G et K

< . s . . J/

. -

'no doubt about it that, had it not been for the influenza ePidemio,

We have seen - in thiS'chapter that much of- the/peri d under ’“, -

LN ?

- consideration could be termed @ demographic dieaster: extremely

- S
;high levels of infant and child mortality, very 'ow proportions

.;)? - of aged people, falling fertility levels, and precarioue balanceg"'

between birthe and deaths. Although we do not possees enough evi-'t

v ¥ o
. _dence oonoerning the demographio eituation of’aboriginal Labrador.' ’

riginal situation very cloeely, with the exoeption of fertility

Inuit, it seems to me that the period 1800-1829 reaembled the abo—u

C oy

"Ilevele prevailing then and thoae under aboriginal oonditions.

treatment of aboriginal illneesee or new eeaeee, and the only

'posxtive contribution I can attrihute to them was limited to the

The mieeionariee did not have the meane ne eaeary for an effeotive .

.

=



“:the crisis started affecting not only people g bodies, but also

, their minds. Then, once : the Inuit hed accepted the Moravians"

with saving the lives 'here. a,nd./ now's <
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w,tions of adults might have been lower under aboriginal oonditions..;‘

ESS =

‘,fIn—general however, the Morav1sn 1nf1uence had detrimental con—f

L3

\sequences for the Inuit. Inductrinated with an ideology which they

understood only partially, the Inuit surrendered the - control over

3 heir present lives in exchange for the promise of a better future

'ture.,what thlB better future looked like has been shown in this*f

"j7chapter. The factors which contributed to the disastrous develop—f,

L ment of Inuit demography were. the discontinuatiOn ‘of aboriginal

. population controls, population concentration in settlements,

B introductlon of . new disesses,'and the generalJEuropesnization of .

Ve TR

'Umaterial living conditions,‘espeeially with regard .to- diet This

last point accounta for the demographio differenoes between Hope—

"ﬂdale at the centre of modernization, snd Hebron and Okkak at its

Z:periphery. It has been shown that the missionaries were aware of

A

Lthe demographic problems and some of their causes. However, they

‘ ‘did not take proper measures early enough and waited instead until

'future-orientation (in a fatalistic way), the missionaries had .

‘-“1ittle ohance of succeeding in enforoing regulstions concerned o

v e

;[gcere for incapacitated people. This impliss that the life—expecta-fih‘a

:bgiven by eccentrics who ‘were completely igngrant of the-Inuit' culn‘ s
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. , v ‘. ‘, ‘I
- - i‘ I . "Marriage is an arrangement of God

.When God united the first people

.. . . 'He alsd gave them His blessing and
L T Se, .%o .., . < spokes Be fertile and multiply, and

L I .»‘,fill the earth"(Unitas Fra trum 1786). '

o ‘ During t e study period of 1800—19%9 most children were bomn
'V‘A‘
) .%‘w to married women and marriage can be seen as a precon étion for
: the reproduction oft Moravxan Inuit. To ‘some extent therefore, .
-'\ f
ation described in the previous chapter. But, marriage forms are
Ce e _ also affected by demographic forces, such as. survival ratios of
o ,¢141~ 1edge of the demographio conditions is a- prorequisite for the un-

derstanding of marriage forms in Labrador, this chapter follows

. [
: f rather ‘than’ preceeds that on demography.

W,

The interrelationship between demographic forces and the cha-~

' raoteristics of marriages is outlined in the’ section on age at

‘o

‘ St . marriage. This is followed by a consideration of the extent to

o !

. whomi He had formed with Eis own hand,

the institutidn of marriage hed an impact on the demographic sitm—
l..-

P i L. males and females, or’ trends in 1ife-expectations. Sinoe a know-

g

~ whioch He Himself founded sﬁd blessedm...

R e which demographic and cultural factors contributed to the emergence“ S

of cousin marriages. The chapter is concluded with the section;on

‘ inter—regional marriages, whioh elso contains some data on iqj?r—
A o ethnic unione. -
B .‘ ' ' / :
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f--7v47—¢efriageable age,_re-marriages were very common, and’ considerable,{.

i , /‘ -‘ . .
'ﬂejf :
. \ ‘ "" ' .' ‘ \" : . S ’.I .- '_ I: ‘ , -‘. .. . "' ‘ ‘ " ' ._.:'-l A;. ‘ “"W.' "' '_ -l.; . «“ - PRI
. Age at '-me,r"z:i‘ag' e . o . . B Co S a _
. The minimum age, of merriage was. eet by the miaeiénariee at ,
. e . ,’ I A . .
2 17 years for women end 21 years for men with the understanding S
/ " Y=
that all unione should be monogamous and 1aet for the duration A ;;’- ~gm~3<g§ﬁ

. of a person'e life. However, due to differences between the sexesn ﬂ.ﬁlﬁ

,’

regarding life-expectatione and proportions of people reaching a

'age differences between epouseetf;equent. It hae been said that‘

ot polygyny was made possible by the higher rate or femalee reaching IT _-e’{, {i
adulthood and since thie 8ep betwjen the sexes. did not disappeark' .;l :

in MoraVian timee, polygyny aotual y conkinuedxin a new form of i

much more frequent re—marriagee by males than by- femalee. : .

Table 12 showe that the proportion of male to female births “;f ,‘_ﬂ" ,ﬁ

h was close to 1:1 ae a fotal. Considerable devxations did occur, ‘j: - ;
‘ such as the period 1830-1859, which found reflection in the affec- ' ‘
' ted persons' age at'marriage, but of greater importance was the )
i;,_v.higher proportion’of‘females reachlng adulthood (table 6). Since
males had to be at least 21 before being,allowed to marry, the dis- f o 4
: \

proportion between the eexee widened even more. This can be seen :
2} in table 13 which indicatee in abeolute numbere ‘how many males and":ml,j E;_‘
femalee reached their minimal age for merriase in eacﬁ\\pmmunity .

(this does not imply that they actually married)

. »
. l
- . ‘ ,'
- .
«” . . 4 N
- s . .
. . R - B )
. e 7
. N .
) H
. i
g
e . .
o
. . R . ~ » '
. R —-
‘e ~ -
] . - .
. N
- - - . f
.o R



Ei

AN

. Tahle 13: Number of marria.geable ger}sone' SRR
' BRI Los ) .. .

HOPEDALE“ OKKAK - . EEBRON'

'qun”" i : N S T T : Y B
‘between in_e.le"s ' fem'e.lee ‘me | Ffe . me - ] Fe -l

'1"60011:829" |59 s | es | 15 \ S

_.f1830-1e59 9t | s | t0s | 1mp [lar- | 57

62 go. |V -

EREST 1860—1881 d=o. | &6 | o2 | 425 \1

VA '1a9o-1919 2t fress oas | 55 '- 15

e L S W.ith the exeeption of Hopedale durlng the

. A AL C s
. number of ma.rria,gea.ble fema.les a.lwa.ys g?cceeded. the number of males.

’

" One might be led into thinking that the proportiozi -of . epinsters -
must have been considerable, but, eurprisingiy such was ra.rely the
\"--'.case. ‘I'he solution to thie apparent pa.radox llGB with the Mora.vi-

.ans.' frequentlremarks about the _high numbers ofA .widows ;.n ‘the se= .

“t'tleme'nt's. 'Howeve:r:, -'they; ﬁever 'ine'ntion {ridowers. Ad.m!jfediy, _the- o

Jnrzr:ural J:a:be_of women wae higher ‘than that of men, t not

. sui'ficiently so a8 to explain the absence of widowers. Wha.t ha.ppen-

.o

. second period. “the . IR

. ed in reality was. tha.t widowers re-married much mor“e frequently Zl: R .

‘bhan/widowe d:l.d, enooure.ged by the 1arge number of eingle, young

..

) females. Thie ca.n be seen. by observing te.blea 14-16l which diepla.y

- . -' -.

— B

Y the ,frequenciee of re—ma.rriages for both sexee. . k\ \‘ A B
I.:‘ K . ‘ i ... ." S . L ’ L .‘. L I . - A'-'|," . . :7 i
. !‘ ) l
. ) g -
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) Tdble 14 Hopedale; number of marrlages per pexson ,f%’
"'._sex":' f ' MALES , / - FEMA,LES“ o g

1s8t
marringe
'between

. one ..

only \‘,

f_;nly.: . g
‘ JmorTe. /

two

three | . .
©]-only

one -

-Bnly .
-~ twa ‘

-|" three

or |

" more .

_1800-=1829

14 (61%)

5 (350

1 (4905

17 (85%) -

ENC)

[

36 _(68%)

1 (é@]\\L(hj%

46° (_77%)

12 (209 2

%) )

18301859 |
1 18601889

527 .(58%).

14 (26%)

S}\ (A1 é%

47 (75%)

10 (164 6

(10%)

{ 1890-1 9'1:'9/ 10- (50%) .

‘s (40%)

2 &j/b-s‘e

20 (71%) -

7. (25%1

(4%)

!
3
'
{

' '} .
PO
!

Table 15. Okkak,nnumber of marrlages per ‘pexson f'

'séx. f'

MALES

. FE(’IAI-ES

" .| between |

‘18t

- ‘-

marriage

D

Rt
andl

only = |

only

two .

— -
three.
or
more -

© et
s

. only.®""
one - s )

only )
“two

‘fhiéen

more

or -

| 1890—/1 829

one -

|very.

small

sample

20. (91%)

2 .(9%)

B . [
‘;'1*8301-1-359

51 ,-(63.%i

19 (é4%

11 (13%) °

74 (77%) _

17 (18%)]

5 (s5%)|

486(/>-1 889

40 (509 |

éz {28%

18- (22%)

76 (71%)

25 :('23'%)

6 (6)

1890-1919

57 (66%)

18. (21%)

11-(13%)

68 (67%)

24 (23%) 3

o (10% 4'

-'ﬂghlg_lﬁg_ﬂebgog. gumber of marrigg

MALES

per Eerabn -
. FEMALES ' -

r

only
‘one.

only
two

‘three

more -

- ox ...

3

one

'onlj\g

. only '
tvo

:threé

‘or |
more:

4 ('40%5

1.-(10%)

10 (67%) |

3 (20%)

2 (13%) '

% (50%)

50 (58%)

¥ (319

6 (11%)

55_(69%)

17 (‘21%)_

8 (100) ] "

. | sex
at.
| marriage .
| between :°
" |-1830-1859
) 1360’;—‘1&@9
11890-1919
\\“‘

23 (5699)

153 (o

6§ (12%)

46 (70%)

117 (ousd

M ei) | -

-
A
i
o
T,
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: A; Although the material in tablee 14-16 is a’ partial eample,’

' containing thoae pereons for whom adequate information was avai- ;
e f;: ‘}:“ lable, the prOportione are. accurate, ‘and the greater frequency
| | ::of male than female re—marriages is clearly viaiblem From this ;

ficture one would expect that many femdles who married for the

'iﬁfirst time had to take ‘a conLiderably older man for husband. On

-'éfthe other hand, nales marrying for the firet time can be expected
*”to have had no - difficulty wgtg finding a young wife. Analyzing i
o .
/ ,;f*,changes occurred during the' entire period under consideration.i -
';;~::, Most girls married between eeventeen and twenty years of age, with',

‘. higher ratee for: the lower than the higher value,. Most men married"

o J /_;" between the ages of twenty—one ‘and - twenty—three, and aS'expected,

{ o ’Tjexisted during the third period (1860-1889) in Hopedale. This must
,‘have resulted from the coming of age of pe0p1e horn between 1850

4 and 1859, whioh was the only period in which more males than fo-

o ~:?¢malee have reached marriageable age due - to an unueually large nnm;_tf'i
T a ;“A",f.:”j_'iber of male births (eee tablee 12 and 13)e . ¢
B n;:':ls‘:f...‘ However, when we look at the age differenees which exieted l
‘ di,not between sexes as such but between epoueee, ‘we dieoover a’ trend
f ‘."'a_toward grewing diecrepancies, ehown in figure 5. :,'jx ) -
AR ) B
e

o et s amanea

)T the modal age at first marriggg- I discovered that no significant R
b Agsy

“/[ '-. 1the largeet gap between malee' and femalee' age at first marriage ‘:"g‘“:"

[

e~
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‘ veoo 5l oaao 1eeo\ ‘ 1a9o » 1920 '
Figure 5. Modai and neen ege-diiierence et firet narriege,":’
Hopednle \eonen ' & '

. _‘_

i iltlxough the doet'prevalent ege-difierence betveen 8 wife and her

‘,l

“:the diiierentiation of ninlne.l ages a marriage for the eeree, _‘

\

A0 yem.. Tl trend fow inge ok older ", umlly

‘ ‘f' renoe for older huebende. Eralini '.' the ‘ age-dir'i'erence bei-

e, I discovered thnt

3\ /

\veen the spouses e.t 8 fennle 8 aegond narri
‘un'vgerl Tt s

o t!iin tize her huebend vaf e.lvave

S prei'erenu for uidowa. ueun.lfy ened viih children, on the peri

Lo i
L !" oi‘ young nen ooold h&dly be ergued ior, end 1 oonnlude instee.d
ke that older nnlee vere preferred ymg \vomen, vhioh inpliee ’ehat

in order to narry at aii.

‘eoneyonn,g nenhnd tonerryewi(

the mean( .e., everege) difference 1 eee eharply tron 1.4 yeare L

widover, pointe to 4 ehortago of ; ounger malee, or, t 8 prei oo

o i‘iret husband oorreeponde " the norne.l dretribution erpeoted r'rom SRR

4

,to 18 thatai .

o ‘lIt ie underetendahle‘vhy widoue vere ot preferred L3 epoueee; _
R their reproductive capacities were pa.rtially emmeted they uere

: ~‘:"1eee attractive, end often burdoned vith 3 differen’e nan' e off— -

: apring. On the other hend, e wrdower : offepr 3 uould ueually

- be reieed hy hie deceaeed vii‘e s r/elatives,

- "'-l’l-' to 2 young giri greater existential eeoority than & yonng men. ) B

" 8 an old huebe.nd might hove beoene an even greater aeeet during the:

Rl

period u.nder consideration. a

e

na.rriegee wqre preotioed in eborigine.l o poet-eonteot times. It

ee & nedioe.i problam (Eutton n.d.n}) The only fom of wlony he’o-

veon relativee eeene to have iavolred ei‘finee (iaylor 19’{416'{)

" "’, - | Uhere s o would ¢ hie i‘iret wife! ] eieter o denghter @ h.ie

'eeoond vife, ei‘finn ‘ onione continned oven after the dieeontimre-

i

tion ei’ polmny. ' ey ook thl i'orn of eororate e.nd levirete and

he night offer j; '

‘vith the high noriaiity in young age and e. ete.ble or even rieing IR

.life-expectetion it older age experienced by the Iioravien Inurt,’-"»‘g- R

d'here ie 6 indioetion ln ihe Momviane writinge that oonsinﬂ

ie only 'w the eaﬂy 20th oentnry that ooneangoinity ie nentioned

PR

Thie pattern nigh,t have been the eene in aborigrnal timee, bnt, l, Cieh oy

ilthough Shee vere noted in the context of polyg,vnane nmiegee, g

. _.', oocounted i;or w to 0 of ell re-nnrriegee doring Horavien 'cimeer b

.v/\.'
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‘ocan be assessed fz:om ta'blee 17—2?.'
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Durj_ng nry genealogical research, however, I wae eonfronted

. with couein marriages aa ‘a major ma.niage form. Their frﬁueno'y

1cs‘t ma.rr:l.age

between

numbtr 1

married

1’5t

R

l - o
o %

cous:l.ns ‘

A"fl

145

'%f,.'

cousins £

. Table 1‘7: Hopede.le, propoz:tion of coueine a.t 1et ma.rriage | '

2nd .
coueins

me3o-fes9'

111 3

— s

_4

l'4

.0

1‘86 0—1889

R

i

10'

o .

1890-1 919

4

]
[}
t
|}
‘l
¢
1
1
i

-":&"‘. o U'( K

‘.3.

, 6

1 st man'iage

) between

»48 : -‘

1.5 -

‘cousing

-

dna !

- 11830=1 859 »

1’850—1 889 -

oy

-"O

e B e e et

.".

-

. ‘l'a.ble 13: Eebron proport:!.on of ooue
SR T

A‘.

. . .
P R E R R e

" l1890-1919 - | 188 |- o- 16 a3 X
SRR T - R

o
g -é...‘(-

tns a.t 1et marriage

cousine. e

- Tt ma.rriag'e ' mmbe‘r o 18t .:%~ -‘;'1.,5- :% . 2nd 2% L0 L T
' between - jmarried : ‘cousing ins | cousing , - .cousins ‘ S DU

N B . ! ! i o T . N - - 9
1830-1859 {28 LoV 0 0 .
1‘.860-1889 o 132 2. 12 0y . 0 .

»‘1990-1919 B REL 4 4 ) -4 - 4] T4 44 R
oo . T d '

| ) ;"-'f',f e o . . .

e = o L R - - AN s - *I.




S a7 |tege-1919 |8 £

‘between married| cousina, | cousins 1 cousins , ..
. ' R J 2% male “lan. e 2 m- 10.
4+ | 18601889 |16 fem,| 2% |1C 2 5|75 | 8 o
Lot 0 m- . o . ) . . L 1 -~y 10} -,
3e 30| Wf 2] g a5 |

: . Q - y
A Table. m: Olr.kak, proport:.on of cousins at ond and 31-:1 me.rriage B
- o | R 1 T TS S
N ' 1 . . N N ' .
1t 'niarriagé _pumber 1‘s,t % | ,5 a % ond 1 % ,
. .between ' ' [mayried cousins J cousing 1 cousins.|
! 40 o ) i | . ' .
o . ' - 18 1 3 0 : 0 [ .
S | 18801889 £ : 8 x :
I S SR £ 5m, A7 4m 115 Tm. t 3 .
1 1890~1919 | 34 f 4f - 2f 16 4 12 ‘

o q o -—1134’ ’ !
: chle 20: Hopedale, gro;:ortion of cousins at 2hd a.nd. 5::(1 mam:iag
N / 1-31:‘ ma.rriage pumber | 1‘at l % | ’ % " ond E . % o

. He can sge tha'l: a marked difference exlsﬂs betwaen the south o
(Hopedale) a.nd the north (Okkalr. & Hebron) wlth rega.rd to— ‘the per:l.od.
' of' fiist man-iages ‘netween couains a.nd their intensity. This marri-
age form emerged earlier and more frequently in H0pedale tha.n :Ln
Okkalc or Hebron. It ehould be remembered that’ Hebron 8 poPula.tion
. was originally composed. ‘of migne.nts from Okka.k, and most of the
- cyu/sins maz:rying :l.n Eebron were connected via an anoestor from
. ' Okkak 'I'herefore, no sharp line can be d.rawn between these two
” é{ sattlements. T '_ ' | o | '
: ' On; drawbaok of thesa computations derivea f:r:om incompleta o
» ' l a .
: : ' o S e ' . J
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'-‘genea.logies of ma.ny of the persons :anluded. in’ the total number

I'

of married pe0ple. ’I'heref.‘ore, the prOportions of couain ma.rri,ages: T

'»f'.presented. in ta.'bles 17-21, a.re mj.nimal ones. Should we discover -

A

that '!:he genealogies of HOpedale'a population are ‘more - complete

o than Okkalc's and Hebron's, the d:l.fference between these communi— S

';ties with respect to the freq_uency of cousln ma.rriagas, would wana. B

".I.‘he da.ne;er of underreporting can be elim:.na.ted by oa.lculating:. the / k KA O

,,\

proportion of cousin ma.rria.ges on the basus of tha.t \part of the

‘ : popula'hion only for which a.dequa.tely complete genealogles exig‘b. , :

i

" This is done in ta.ble 22. Here, wo f:md only those persons whosa

PR

L ages refers to this papulation. o q B e

s four gra.ndparents are known. The frequency of first oousin marri—

.

3

C

i

Table 22y Real propor‘tion o.t‘ cousins at 18t marriage ) “ e

EOPEDALE | Okak | HEBRON -

C marria.ge 1 nunmber %‘of'.‘lst numbéxr [% of Ta| ~nmmber %-of 18|
. |hetween | married|cousins!married ic m‘.m'l married| coising |

1830-1859 | .38 | 16 | 1"l o-|. o | o i

1860-1889 | 7. | 15 - |. 105 | 4] ‘25 .| g -

1690<1919 | %0 {15 | 975 [T ¢ | 73 ‘| ‘g

. . A
p . . -
. Yoo N
: v v « -
1 . -0 4
N : e
' ” i
& L d
- 4 v
- K ‘
. [
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If we concentra‘te on f:.rst cousin marriages only, eliminating

the possibility of ignorance of the genealogical links existing -

AR 'between second. cous:.ns, it becomes obvious tha.t rirst cousin

hY
’ marria.ges were far more frequant in Hopedale than’ :Ln Okka.k oxr .

Hebron. Thia diﬁ'erenqe between the settlements can be expla.:.ned

’ .a
N,_ﬁ,in two distinct ways: a) if we view couszn ma.rriages as. 8 demo-f e

graphic necessity, we ha.ve to esta.'blish demographic d:.fferen.ces R
'between the settlementa wh:.ch accounted. for a hJ.gher proportion

of these unions in Hopedale than in Oklca.k and Hebron- b) we can

\ ‘also view couain ma.rriages as a cultural preferenoe. Then, it m\g)—/.‘

- .be s\wn that_ the conditions which were reaponsible for the emer- _

gence of this. institut;on werq- more strongly expressed in Hopede.le
| than :!.n Okkak. and Hebron. e B |

- /1_118 ma.in expon’ents of the demogr;a,bh.ié 'ex'plarlation" of ‘.éoiiélh :
- mérriage in arctic societiea are Nichola.s Gubs'exr (1965:65), Asen
ZBalikci (1970: 161), a.nd Ernest Burch (1 9?5) The. la.st a.uthor I
a.rgumant is the moat explicit one, suppor‘bed by historical data..

. It ooncerns the s:l.tuation :I.n Nor'bhweat Alaaka. and’ r\ms ag follows/

I A -t
: ,"The mixin.g of aocietal popula.tions that occun-ed d.uring the
. ‘early transitional period (1850-1890) no  doubt reducéd the
.- _ numbef of individuals connected on multiple bases..., but the
- ’:anregeingly sadentary life that came with the intermediate -
© . period (1890-1940) reversed this trend. Indeed, -during the
' 1920'% ‘and: 1930 'g, many v!llla.ges became relatively endogamous.. «.
Thig developmen:b wag & function of the tendency for individials
to nerry within rather than between communities. Howevex, most -
irillages were not large enough to sustain high levels of in- .
breading for more than two or three genarations without resule

' L B .ting in. an unacceptably hieh level of . firpt donsin ma.rriages.

P

-
e reratetaie

3

A




'Before the trend had reached ite theoretical conclueion people

" tions" (Buroh 19758 57)

et

In other worde, peOple ha.d to marry i‘irst cousine because ugre‘._l_a.—'

A

ted. potential 5poueee were not availa‘ble. When we look at tatle.]"

We can eee that Hopeda.le e marriage—pool was ema.ller than Okﬁcek'e,;"-

begari-to seek mates elsewhere simply becauee of incest ;eetric- o

PRI

22, some support for Bu_rch'e hypothesie could be found in' fn}f da._té{‘.l L

= , and. tha't the choice of a epouee was more llmited. On-‘the othe'rr——

ha.nd, when we dompare the period 1860—1889 :l.n Hopedale and in

Hebron, we discover that Hebron B pr0portion of cousin marria.gee

S .
wa.e 1ower tha.n the.t of Hopecﬁi\e deep:ute a much ema.ller marriage—

pool in -Hebron. Aleo, a.e we, will see in the following eection, :

. i

agll three La.'bra.dor eettlemente were marked. by a g:x:owing degree of

w

out—ma.rrie.ge from the firat ha.lf of the 19th oentury on, which-

6ul\d have a.llev:l.e.ted. the necessity for cous‘in marriagee. i :

’l'he moet powerful amgument againet the demog:r:a.phic hypotheeie |

R

was supplied by the computer. I he.d the ma.ehine establieh the num—' ;

. 'ber of unrelated, pOtentJ@Lﬂ_p_(?EBES for all thoee persons ‘'who had.(.

me.rried a 1et, 1.5, or 2nd cousin. ,Although thie number was smaller

B in Hoped,e.le than in Okkak, even in the fo:mn.e:: settlement eufficg.ent

D nu.mbere of unrelated potential epousee ‘were preeent to make couein e

Q-

t‘hough ‘the nnmber of u.nrelated potential epoueee decreased eign:.-

o - *’ ‘ ficantly d'uring the period 1890-1919 in Hopedale, no ncreaee in A ’

the proportion of firet couein marria.gee could be diaeovered.

B marriage appear a non—demog:caphic arrangement. Intereetingly, a.l- -

[P
NS

A S
. . ,
Lo . . % ot ) . . . . e
- o c o . . v T Lot N
EEN o . . . .o DI Lo . . . PN .. .




. On the 'contrary, 6ncé e fexa',n:line: the projoftion of eoue-in.mai:ri; )

- wae the largest in the history oi‘ this, community. This epeake

:————f—l’:et‘me—rrofcons:xder the cultu:cal explanation of cousin marri—f:

Ty

) le 23, the number of potential unione 'between f:l.ret coueine ‘is’
‘reproduced, together with the percentage of a.ctually contracted S

' ma.rriages ‘of this type. ‘The numbere in b:r:a.ckets refer to the fa.c-

P R ot s, L . W

. ",ages on: an individual baeis, without ad.her:.ng to the periode of

'thirty :,rears, we discover that the peak of theee unions wag. raa.— .

ched J.n Hopeda.le in the 1870‘e‘é‘and 1880'e while the ma.rriage pool

'clearly againet the demog'.r:e.phic necessity - hypothee:.s. S

age. As fa.r as I am a.ware, the onlq Inuit society fo;r: which pre-“’ s

R /

ferrantial cousin marnage has been poetulated are the St La.w:cen— g
ce Ielandere. However, th:l.s ie not a culturally proper Inuit eo—.':_"
ciety' since the population ie a. m:l.xture ‘of Siberian Inu:n.t a.nd

N\ e

Chukchi (Hughes 1960) A1l other :x.nstances of cousin marrlage which.‘; B

mig'ht be interpreted e.e inetitutionalized (Va.nStone 1962- Chance
1966) are explained as a. demographic necese:.ty (Bu:coh 19751 o i
- Should cm{ain marria.ges have been preferred 'by Labrador Inuitj o 2
Ja.'bove uniong between unrelated partnere, we ca.‘n expect the.t a.s . . o

many peOple as poesible will attempt to. obtain a relative for

spouee. Through computer analyeie I was a.ble to determine the L

: number o:f.‘ first oou-:.ns a.vaila.ble to each xnarried person. Both

Amiwe T

potential spouses_ha.d_to_be-eingle, reeident in the same eettle- o

ment, a.nd close to the period's modal age at 1e'l: marriage. In ta.h—'

e \

tor of choice° how ma.ny ch01ces did a pereon have on a.vera.ge..




'I‘able 231 Potential a.nd actual 18t cousin \mione i

.131;-""_ - ~ — S - o
_|marriage - potential . |reall potential |real| potential 're%l;_ B

'l-:{il'BGO—ié'89‘- 20° (2 8) |30 :_.'.'42 (2.7) 'S} | 13 (3.0) 8
‘-1396419'19*:_ 1.9 ¢ 6).‘. o2 |- 36 (2.6) | 07 | 14 (2.0) |14
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HOPEDALE e "OKKAK 11 . HEBRON

- . . . ~

rb.ﬁiuﬁ.en.___.mmher % | pupher - | o4 | number -
1800—1829 ~ | ¥ (1.1) - 1o o0 | o- L
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We see - again *bhat Hopedale 8 popula.tion a.ctua.lized its poten—

",tis.l for first douSin mar.riage to a much larger extent that the
: inha.bita.nts of Okka.k and. Hebron. It is 1nteresting -to. notice tha.t
’a.lthough, the f;ctor of cho:Lce diminished between the aecond. a.nd --
_- the third perlod, the pr0por‘cion of cousin marriages increa.aad..
A1 o.f.‘ this points to ‘the period of” 1860—-1889 a.a an importa.nt

'dividing point in ‘the history of Hopedale. . . - . L

It has been a.:rgued in preceding sections of this study tha,t

/

the mid—19th century was the beginning of a new era. i‘or Hopedale. _-" )
'With the impa.ct of . Settlera/and Newfoun&land. i‘ishermen, the Inuit :
-l"vere drawn into a position of comm Q;x producers, working no lon—
) gar for their own subaiatence only but i'or an outside market es ‘
."-wall. The economic ind.ividualization of fox—tramping a.nd cod fi- : A

‘ 'shing was related to the tra.na:.tion from mult:l-family to single- .

" -
f , S .
. \ -
- . e K] . .
o -1
_~__..,._...&»~— - t
" v
L




tion. oi‘ the crisis. 'I'his means that at a. time when the 7importa.nce

L a grow:.ng need for assistance at the personal level in times of

.":epidemios, illness, and similar sxtuatione. However, the one per- -

i ’:fami'ljf dwellings, which ruptured tra :biona.l bonds of oooperation. S

_'tants of Hoped.ale, the period 1860-1889 constituted tho culmina.—.

- 'of kinehip Was 'being reduced due to economic changes, there was "

;,At the sa.me time, the Inuit sta.rted.iexperiencing the effects of

"moderniza.tion on- the:.r health. T have arg'ued/ that for the- inhabi— o

v

‘son who fulfill,'s ‘l:he .f.‘unct:.on of kin in an individualistio so—

. : 'ﬁ ST
':average ; son -had to count on los‘ing his/her spousge before the S

) 'Once the sharing of common quarters between siblings a.nd their

. »‘marriage. Although tHe siblings no 1onger liv

N ,.ohildren did. L L

" .as an institution, the difference between EOpedale and, Okk.a.k

-

5 children ha,d xeached an’ age -of economie supporters. In suoh a0
"situation tge chome of a, cousin as- spouse made gooll sense slnce C
it counterajvl),ed the tendency toward:. isolation without being inm

:,oompat:.ble with the eooial nerms emerging with new economio forms.

‘of houeing and new types o:f.‘ economio arrangements, the trsditi-.j

' ,onal sibling unity may hs.ve been preserved by means o.f cousin

" and Hebron can easily be understood. We ha.ve seen thst the no:cth

v

N

Afa.milies became unfeasible due to: the introduotion of nev - types

wi

together, thei

'; If we accept q:his expla.nation concerning cousin marriage - Lo

[ : R - n

| L et B e e ey D e va o




DY

| deecendante o
:{<:converte came
. Bay, consider

' gebron. Qouel

T ving unity. bve

'ﬂ"marriage in L

2':undergone hy the inhabitante of Hopedaler This conclusio providee

: = e
;s B
. 5 . .
L . | =120~
"""-".ﬂf"‘a ._ K _,'K:" R I.,.;‘/'- L ' R RN - ~. .
-y:j'ﬁ S A g

had much lees contact with the European culture of the Settlere,~

Y

mented by couein marriage since ‘the economic individualization

e and the traditional bonde of kinehip did not have to be supple-'%“",

occurred later and to a lesser extent than in Hopedale. The fact R

that couein marriage wae more frequently practiced 1n Hebron than ',

in Okkak steme from cultural factore as well. It wae in Hebron, :

the frontier community, where the impact of the heathene_continued N

B

being felt oy the local Moravian Inuit ‘We have seen. that, Hebron T

‘was originally founded‘%y 0kkak's inhabitants, and"interestingly,

almoet a11 the‘couein marriages contracted in Hebron involved the‘

! i

theee migrante from Okkak Since many of the new f'
rom ' ae far away as the Koksoak River and Ungava

ble cultural differencee muet have existed within

weern the origfnal~Moravian Inuit._

I'-' R - _;

Obvioual » I eubecribe to the cultural explanation of cousin?

-~

brador. Although demogrgphi; factore might have
Ihwed an add'tional roIe as deecribed above for Hopedale, they ;ﬂ.

‘werd clearly ot eufficient to cauee the emergence of. thie marri-v

_age form. I cannot comment on possible terminological changee in :fi

19th century Labrador Inuit society which might have had’eome in—f

1kely eince terminology would have changed in all thre

mente. The main causative factor must have been the econ mic change

marriage might have been a.euitable\wax,of preser—ﬂ‘

'flluence (Hallowell 1937) However, I judge such a poeeibili v veryl .

.eettle-'-i
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In—te‘ru-regio'nel 'marria.geﬂ-' Co ,j SRR " L

approaoh to northern La.brador,dargﬁing tha.t important cultura.l

' difi‘erencea divided. the area. into a southern (Hopedale e.nd Nain)

from differenf communities. However,‘ sinca the cultural dieta.nce i

. ware a.s-foll‘}ws:-‘ '.4. I S /

" Hopedale’ malea married females from Nain, Okkak and Hehron.

:
S W
bl
N
» C
..-—._...._. . B

S .. ’ ".":‘.-._1‘21,_ :', .

_—

- M . . ", . . . .
" - ‘1: ‘ a i : . I-. St Toe . . N * -: AN o ) 2 -.‘ 0 te N
‘. - 0 . . . - . . .. R N - s - . . -
. . : . - e e ; .

further ev:.dende xtha.'b the path followed. by Marx, Ix-p\{:i_e » and Maor- R

dock is 2 fruitfulvone (Murdock 1949 137). ST

S . .'. . ..
. - , I . R . . L

,_s/

’I'hroughout this atudy——I’{ve been advocating a regiona.l
/

a.nd a northern reéion (OkkaJs: a.nd Hebron). '].'his regional division

ie observeable inf the diatribution of marriagea inv-o/lving spouaes

v,

., /
‘between, for example, Hopedale a.nd Hebron coincided with geogra-

phicel diatance, i'l: is- impossible 'l:o say which of the two had a '..'ﬁ_
greate:: importa.noe :l.n Bhaping the .aTeas of most and. least frequent SR . l
inte::—regional marria.ge&r Ignoring for the moment the more common , A '

ommunity-endog-amous marriagee, tha inter—regione.l frequencies

- ) B -

Hopedale females ‘married malés from Nain, —and, very Tow: others- . o A
Nﬁ‘“‘,ﬁ*‘ﬁ“r g
Okkek me.les married females from ‘Hebron almost exolusively. R
Okka,k femdles married males from* Nain and Hebron. A

Hebron males married females from" Okkak a.nd Rama -~ . o
Hebron femalee ma.rried. males from Okkak, Nain, Rama and. . Hopedale.

We can eee tha.t it was. apparently ea.s'ier for the men from B o A
Hopeda.ld to ma.rry ‘women rrom Okka.k a.nd He‘bron tha.n it was. fo:r: the
men from ‘“the northern eettlements to marry women from Hopedale. R

e
'I'he ma.in reaeon for this im‘ba.la.nce wa.e, I think, the competition -' =

RS :
- . o
- o
‘ R o
,
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ar:r:iving .from different pa.r'l:s of Labra.doz'.

Ny be gained from speaking of out-ma.rrie.ge'

Ta.ble 24: Proportion of. out—marria.ges a.ccord.ing to sex

 HOPEDALE - " OKKAX . . |- HEBRON

. N ’ " ‘ . . . . o
1 at. marriage sample | % ' sa.mple ' % . sanple | - %
betwﬁen -t . m'oi‘: fo' -] m, . f. My fa Me £, ‘M, f,’ ) Me. f.'

20 12|61 96| 7. 10] 1"0 15 |20 15

1860-1889 |55 65125 14 |60 107.[10 7] 52 ao 10 25 B

40 33 |86 102 21 20 41 70 30 50,

L

- ’I'he first period 1800-1 829 is- not included in’ the ta.ble be-v

R

; cause’ the ma.:]o:r.-:!.‘ty of people Jnarrying a.t that time oould. not yet

<

:"be classified as. Morav-:l.an Inuit, being compoaed from converts ) f ,

~ / . o o
Therefore, 111:tle could

or 'in—-marria.ge' as. an’ f EEIUE AR R

‘findieato/r of a. sense: of’ belonging to a specific communi'ﬂy. At leaat- i

'i,‘fifty pe/rcent of, these ee.rly' marriages involved s‘pouses from diﬁ'e—"

rent mi/saion stations. During the second period' (1850—1 859), the

L

'ma.:jori

sa.me eommunity ’

. 'of this ohapter. We ca.n see " tha.t the" g:rea.tes‘t proportion of in—

' ""ma,rriagea oocurrod in Okkak,

ry of, ma.rriages was oontraoted between part.nera f:l:om the

'but the proportion decreased steadily with thwe

\ : effeet of demomphic constrainte described in, previous sectiom a J

P
0

und.ou'btedly ave 0 1'ta size vhick .. T

,jallowed for a better choice of one " s i‘u'hu.-e apouae. S R

L 'I'his ohapte: on. - ma.rriage forms underlined the regiona.l d.:l.i‘fe-'

renoea in northern La,brador. Thaae atanmed from demog:caphig fe.cto::s‘,_.

- . . A ) e T .. | -
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A A.fter ha.v:lng rev:l.ewed more than one’ hundred years oi‘ the de— (\C,_
_mograph:l.c hls'l?ory of the L,abrador Inuit, a numbe:r.- o.f key issues o
N Y : o " " .ean: be identified wh:l.ch pla:yed an’ 1mpor1:a,nt part in sha.ping the ¢ :'
_‘ SN ;j\ ' demogra.phic ccndition o.f.‘ the Inuit. Foremostly, the- Maravians' .
" . \\ 3 . ‘ignoranoe of the relationship betwe?n cnl'bure a.nd demography ha.d. ' - '-‘. :y - ST ;
| :' a far z:eaohiné effect ‘on . the cou:cse oi‘ h:n.sto::y in Labta.dor: the R
{ :g,iscont:i.nuation oi‘ a.borigina.l popula.tion controls (1n£e.nticide, “: - IR
- /»v\'a.ba,ndonment of 'the a.ged and infirm, abs'tinence from in.tercourse, .,f_“ o -
,(/ '-"polygyny 9,nd wife-exchange) resulted in overpopulation, aggreva- i ' .
’ o /5 . ted by the concentra.tion of the population in a few settlements. R . /'
. l‘ . We ha.ve aeen that this 1;rocess wa.s caused by the nature of the - ‘. g .
I cultu:r:e introduced. 'by the m:l.ssiona.ries: c:l.viliza.tion implies the
abandonment of kinship as 'the ma.in princ:_;ple of solida:r:i‘ty in pri—
s - S m:l.tive aocietles in. .f.‘a.vou.r of social‘contract ba.sed on solidarity .
e _ l . '«wd.th a;n abatraot entity, sucl: ag. God.. Unfortuna.tely, the oha.racte- _/
N . rlstics of th.:l.s new solidarity were interpreted ’by members oi‘ a
'd’enomina'bion whioh placed much more emphasia on feeling tha.n un- ’ .~—~" : i
'derstand:ing. Hence,~ the prec:l.ae na.ture of thei::" new ba.s:l.s~ for 30'- s
lidarity never became clear to the Inu:l.t. They expacted something
’ ] - A:l.n‘ retu.rn fox: aocapting God (i.e. ,~ the m.issiona.'l::.as) as a new |
) super—ego; instead of mater:l.al sup‘port, a.bsolutely essentia.l gi-.l

. ‘\;- L *ven the :Lnorea.sed density of the pOpula‘l:ion, they received spiri—v SRR

. - .‘tnal support wh:l.ch enabled them to cope with, bu't not overcome / ‘

oo b material (i.e., phya:l.cal) ha.rd.ships. The Horav:l.a.ns' unwillin.gnes& T e
Y - " ) o .
R . ~
U _ '
— N i . § . \' . )
T # e - e A R e e | > Ty -‘ L4 - ; l,. C ,I
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-foa.ogy whioh ac ont 'ted suffering as the- pre—condition. i‘or sal-—'

va.tion -

[ . o - o v 8 . . .. : -

of ¥ new cul-bu:re, the .‘Ba.ok o:f.‘ a.l'h :r:natives (except for merging

oo 1 . fwith the Settlers), and the :r:apid pa.ce of egonomic accnltu.ra.tion,

o tion to the enviromne’ t. It seema to me that two importa.nt ele- '

Ty :ments. were th A o?mer—stones or thia Mo::a.via.n In.u:Lj: cu.lture:

e o used a.t' two ‘different levels: ratalism ma.rked the intera.ot:i.on
. - between the Inuit a.nd thg Mo::a.vi‘ﬂns, k:.nship continued. ‘a8 the

a, - basis for'Inuit-Inuit relations. ' EEEE S

. ‘ o . . . .
: d . X

' Fatalism emerged as. a reaponse “to- the Morav:l.a.ns' j.troduct:l.on
i of ‘& future—or:.ented 1deology, which the Inuit interpreted in »
. *odirferent vav tha.n ezpe tad hr mﬁssiunaries. 'l’hey k.new i

"that they vsre supposed. to prefe:: the 'hereafter' above the

' way of showing to the misaiomu:ies that they ind.aed d.:l.d... I think

thé.t' -I:alism has remained a major component oi‘ La.‘nrad.or Im:.it

O eipresses the Inui'l:' ’ awarenesu of expecta.tions formula.ted by

'-agents of change, a.nd. thei:c inability to live up to 'l:heee @3-

(Y

. . r A s ) *
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Given these material constraints created @ the introduction )
:' P /the Mora.via.,n Inuit ha.d to develop “a new- bas:l.s for their adapta-

L T T 'fatalism a.nd kinzhip. It is interesting that these elpment& uere L

! 'here and now' ’ énd :Ca.talisn vas certainly the most e,rtrema B _.y_-. .

e u.ntil the present time. Today, ag-in the pa.st, fata.lism

R
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f . N fﬂt o . eside the expectatione imposed from the outaide,}Labrador,
. '.,nﬁiéﬁccntinued adhering to their-traditional ezpectatione of KRR :;ﬁ,;
. . }each other. Foremostly, peOple had to show eolidarity with ’ };, ::"
. - their kinemen. We have seen how cousin marriage helped to mainpx‘ |
f,B’J. _:,” '”f tain this ideal in- eituations where the linke between relativee.
- - (eapecially brothere)Nthreatened to be disrupted by new econo— S e -
mic grrangemente in HOpedale and the influx of new. converts in m; - |
-‘Hebron. This continuation of the traditional concern for the .
'here and ncw'; of which marriage arrangements baeed on worldly
' rather than spiritual coneideratione are an important indicator, ,j
Ce -:"’ie reported from contemporary Labﬁf;or as well (Ben—Dor 1966)‘

o

'b"Ae far as the hietorical evidence is concerned, there can be _Jf
¥ no doubt that the present-orientation of the Inuit was a oh;;~- ,
" racteristic: acquired prior to. the arrivalfof the missionariee,:
and I dispute any of the hypotheees linking this characteria--'u
tic wdth Moravian inrluenee (xleivan.1966:111, Bichling 1978:486)
\T\“’ The ;abrador Enuit have eurviged some :Io hundred yeare
'oi exposnre to the weetern world,~and one c:Znot avoid epecula- f'

. DA

~ting about their fate had they not been acculturated by the ~

.Moraviane, but by anothar agent of: change.: T think that the ‘w§;°
example of Greenland shows that a eeneitive protection of mino-"':n o
ritiee is not the invention.of anthrOpologists. We know from ' “

Degé (1965:53-35) that “the Danieh government exercised a con-_
]

trolling function’in Weet'Greenland aa~early ae‘the-beginning
" - ' . . A . . “ \ ' .v e

- - ‘ L ' ’
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of the 19th century This 1nvolved a selective trading policy, '
provision of medical services, and regulations against the . : L
concentration of - the population in a few large settlements. N |
This involvement of the government contributed to a much more~” .
: favourable depographic history of the Greenlanders than that
of the Labrador Inuit. Although we .do not possess the equiva- . f,e”
lent'of the demographic material presented here, B#rresen 8 :
.{ research shoss.that life-expectatione ‘of the Greenlanders have~g°
| been rising since ‘the beginning of the 19th century (1936) 'i::njlh

This undoubtedly oaueed the increase-in ‘the. aize of the popu-

s

lation reported by Dege (1965) and Nﬁ:regaard and Schmidt

(1975) , . . L
However, neither the British colonial office, nor the =

‘-

!
- AR

Newfoundland government, expressed any 1nterest in Labrador g
pupulation. Satisfied with the Moravians' pacifying function,
tho officials in St John's were qnite happy to. conpentrate on’

N the extraction -of natural resources-from Labrador vaters, lea-'

'Q ving the care for the pe0p1e over to the Moravian missigho

"_ Wehhave ‘seen that the. missionaries ‘Were aw;re of the demogra; B

phic disaster occurring in their settlemente. They interpreted L

correotry some of its causes, such as the Europeanization of ;f

M o
@

the diet. However, since the missionaries had waited for too ,
long before starting to promote the material well-being of thex“”

Inuit, they were confronted with the natives' unuillingness o | S

3 . . N | »~

b b o B e s
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to co-oPerate. Having acquired the Moravian belief in Providen-

i }_ce, Morevian Inuit uere not likely to assume responsibility

vhich they had to surrender to the missionaries in earlier

years. Had the goveimment 4in St John's been interested in cons

tributing to the physical snrvival of the Inuit they could N\
heve introduced obligatory inoculation against diseases, as .

well as keep a critical eye on the Moravians' activities. :

waever, the government was clearly not interested in the people .

of Labrador.

Thet the hardship encountered by the Labrado Inuit dnring

1 ﬁ

their civilizing process was not 1nev1table is b ne out~hi:7y

data on-tﬁz period -after the year ﬂ919. From.thé 1920's on,

infant mortality started decreasing, life-expectations started c
incressing, and fertlity levels began rising again. The single

most important fmctor responsible for-this favourable demogra—‘}~?

phio development‘was, in ny opinion, the dispersion of the po-
pulation following the ‘take over of the trade in northern La="
brador by the Hudson s Bay Company (Kleivan 1966:130) Compa—

ring the ‘number of births occurring wfthin and out51de the set—

outside the settlements from the 1920's on. Undoubtedly, thisl

‘was a result of the Gompany B8 emphasis on.trapping.

Unfortunstely, too often we have to witness that hietory

} repeats itself. Rather than continuing the policy of popula-xu(T

tion dispersion initiated by the Ha B C., recent Newfoundland

4

T

' tlements, I discovered that around 50% more. children were born .

.- . .

i
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Some of the 1ocally (l.e., Labrador h133ion) issued’ re— R

4

.// : ,3' 53'5; "gulations were later modified in the. compriﬂghsive ‘In— .
'f struction to be used for the 1ntroduction of newly married Co : ;:/.
'couples in our heathen congregations' ;ssued in Herrnhut, - ‘

oo in 1786 Regarding the- point of sexual abstinence, ve learn
- :‘7=; ,:ff Tfrom the latter dOcument: : §<g;.'~"..:§;4" '

; 315 S "Wenn unSere Brﬁder und Schwestern aus 'den’ Heiden dann
. o j ihre Bhe vor ‘dem Angesichté des Herren fithren, so fin—’
s «det ‘man nicht ratsam, in’ Absicht der Tage und Zeit zu

-;.,; ' ‘f‘;' ihrer ehelichen Vereinigung etwaa entgegensetztes zZu
bestimmen...iy noch dass’ sie sich so. lange ihrer ehe—

. /.‘7":; . -lichen Beiwohnung enthalten sollten, als die Frau ihr
Kind stillt, eine Regel vorzuschleben" (Unitas Fratrum

‘1786 36996-37 007) S A R
b o R ‘ lhis passage limits the freedon of the m1331onaries to‘re— ~‘J,
.CFQ.'; ,1du j'fi'_ ‘ gulate when the converts should engage in sexual intercourse.'

' Y» ;f: . S Of great significance is the Iact that the conver%s shouldl

s

L AV
o be allowed to abstain frOm 1ntercource during the lactation o

period. This permiSSLOn is contradicted in the further text '
of this document in the passage referring to the Inu1t

. {.?“ m.al-fx:'. ; (see main text, p 29) Probably, this incdnsistency is due -
B S o .;.3 . to the Horavians‘ ethnocentrism who could net understand B
- S '_. fi ": that the Inuit had to breastfeed their offspring for at least .

three years.,’ 0bv10usly, the fact that Labrador Inult dld‘w L

ne v ‘,‘

abstain rrom eexual intercéurse is not affected by this in— .

P R consistency inAMoravian regulatlons,-

(3)//It hae been shown that the miasionariee were not equipped

fer the—medical situation they were facing in Labrador.-. :

LS " ol A
- AR . '
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' {:*‘ .i“‘“ nThis passage shows that they actually declined affers of

.; ﬁ ) L r'x' fi,:vlmedical help. Why° Given the ideological background of" the
,dé;i:;n .f‘-“‘h'°.} Moravians, I strongly suspect thatjtwo\motives played the’

s/ - V; ”:L.{ . .most important partz a) by accepting help from the outside
“}'. t.'gl :;‘ i they would have eroded their position of’ omnipotentiality

‘ {'/:.f%' :‘ f’ll* o vis-a-vis the . Inuit' b) they were not interested in admini-‘
’? .'.~L:”f‘~ '; ;:ff stering proper health care (unlike the Danes in Greenland rf‘
h;' 4_%‘“. ,gif t_:»; '»‘.who were fa01ng the same problems much more effectively -T.f
f.see pp.128-129), because they discovered that it was only

‘ii.:in times of 111ness that the.;;;ht exhibited Moravian,cha—

. racter i.e.y the emphasis on spiritual rather than physical

survival. I explained -this pOint on pp. 52—53 and add here . f;/ .

S another quotation from a missionary 1etter from Nain'

>

. o T "It is indeed both cheering and edifying to attend our
R _-.poor Esquimaux on their sick beds, to witness how com—~ ' . |
. .o o7 pletely they awe: disengaged {rom earthly concerns, and .’
'/ - . r 7 .. 'even. from anxious cares about their children, and how - -
, earhestly they desire -to depart and- to be with Christ.»
On these occasions -we_canh se€e what the blood of Jesus’ ..
P - oo _can effect on the hearts of the rudest and most depra- .
1- . - .7 .+ ved heathen, men who’ formerly trembled at the thought
- R e L of death...'(P A, 1831:64)

Y
. ?..There is no que'tion about it: that the missionaries spent long :

‘}f - . “hours caring for the Slck It was during these sessions that .

g M,he missionaries examined the results of their spiritual la-’
. ‘.bours. Since the process of dyinf was usually accompanied by"
7; confessions, it served as a good means-. for indoctrination of“'

: the c;ngregation. For this reason, most peOple wersg surrounded

“fand watched by members of the congregation during their last

hours of 1ife. This is the often mentioned 'ednrying effect.

s,

) . . L R o ‘ P - Co ] : Ca o ‘
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‘ 1 o ' B . . : . T : - L o o e ,.‘A I B - .’." ' ' :
S e e T e AL e , S




e PINSROY

T "f:_' .}fi lltAE"“ ;434;§‘ﬁ

, kilograms Zentner.,“

' poeed a threat to the Moravian efforts at convertlng the na-
- tives to Chrietianlty. Thererore, ‘the missionarles tried all ,';\

'_tmeans in order to erode the. powerfull position of the ahamans

‘j'for some’ time/a% 1east, aome of the Inuit resort

v m ey v A e e ® e by gy m 4 . . R B,

j(S)tfraeitionally, shamans were entrusted w1th health care. A

LfffWe have seen on PP, 39-40 that their treatment of the Blck

‘:was often very effective, and Cranz shows a. great deal of '
.respect for the results achieved by shama.ns (1820: 214) a.nd‘ '

",> for these practltionexs of traditlonal‘sclence‘themselvesz

. .- . .
"Those sensible 1nd1v1duals ‘who ‘are best entitled to ‘the
name of . wise-men, or Angekoks,...have, either from: the
© “instructions of their fathers, or from their own ‘obser-
* vation and long experience, acquired a useful knowledge'u

f*< of nature, which enables them to give a pretty confident

| opinion, to such as -consult them on the state of the '

' -weather, and the success of their fishery. They discover = "~

, ‘equal eagailty in their treatment of the sick, whose spi—,' '

< rits they eep-up by charms and amiulets, while, as.long.

: ‘as they-have any hopes of recovery, they prescribe a ju=' .
'dicious regimen. Their unblamable deportment -and. superior -
;intelligence, have made them the oracles of théir country--

. men, and they may be'deservedly considered as the physi-.

: cians, philosophere, and moralists of Greenland" (PP-196—7)

" Due tb'the'prestige.enjoyed by shamane among‘the Inuit'they~“'

: |
'(Klelvan 1966:69-74) Shamanlstic sessions were forbidden, but.

traditipnal;health care in sec;et:

R B ML e - marantd rame ¢ it ainhbodatin B @ emedke b e+
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APPENDIX

o

. (Rev. Ma.rt:l.n, "He'bron a.nnual neport; July 1918 - J’uly 191 9")

. "0n the 318t of December, 1917, there were 222 congrega.tion .
members, distributed ovexr four locations: Napartok Hebron, Sag—
lek and Rama. Now, there .are TS persons left, seven of these come

‘ from Okkdk.,

- On the 27tﬁ of October, 1918, the 'Harmony arrived from
Newfoundland, As soon as we boarded the ship, its captain asked

" us to warn ‘our people to be carei‘ul since a contagious digease

had affected some of: the crew in Newfoundland. We asked our people

" not to enter the crew's quarters, but some, of them'did not follow

this advice. The vessel left for Saglek, came back, and left again
on the 4th of November, This day dlready some people felt ill."

s Within:2-3 days, all the inhabitants were sick, In the beginning, -

’however, we ‘were unaware of the horrible things to come, because
the .illneas resembled the pormal influenza, and the applied medi-
cine meemed to be effective, After the death of a child on the
7th ‘of November, followed by -the wnexpected depa.rtu.res of a mume -
ber. of adults on the 9th and 10th of November, ,we realized the '
gra.v:.ty of the s:.tuatlon.... S

. " -The misery in the houses wa.s horrible. Since our people had
come to. the station for temporary cccupation only, many were lack-
ing the necessary equipment, Frequently, 8-10 patients were sharing

a small earth-shack, pressed together,. vithout adequate blankets.. .

~ Nobody was able. to empty the. dirty utensils, and the smell in the

“houses. wag terrible, Especially disturbing was the lack of drink-
ing water -since nobody was able to fetch it and there was little
snow around the houses. During a visit, I met a boy in front of

" 2 house, hardly able to stand -on his feet, his face red with fe—

ver., His breathing vag heavy and with tears in his eyes, he hol~ .

" .lered at me: 'kelerpogut' = 'we are dyingl'. He and .his fellow . -

persons in. the house could be helped with the water I fetched foxr
them, but how many féarfyl scenes took place in other houges . :
vhich we knew little about?! It is a long ‘distance to get water

. here in Hebron, and, as much as I tried to help, :x.'t was - impossible

- to supply everyone, ™

. . - Thé plague expréssed itself in many dlfferent symptoms. Some .
patients ware having difficulty with breathing and. ware unable o
"to utter a. sensible word. Others had no particular pains, but-
complained of tiredness and sleepines. . Others again, suffered

from ‘exerutiating. pains in their side” which ceased .only a short. _

"while before the end, In most cases death occurred surpr:.slngly
quickly, Sometimes, I witnessed .it myself, I remember g young
pa.t:.ent wvhose house I visited. H@ stood up to get some water from
..¥he bucket and I wrapped him up into ‘a blanket, Shortly there-

¢ e.fter, T saw him being carried out of the house,.The position

. in which the corpses were found. was a.nother 1ndica.tor of the .
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~ quick death. In ‘one: caae, the corpse of ‘a ‘woman was kneeling be- =

e N e

fore the stove, holding a pot-and a spoon in itg hands as to pre-

.pare .a meale The corpse of a man was lying neixt to ‘the stove in

yhioh the man had been making fire,

A%t the. time of 'Harmony' s' departure, there were- 100 persons

‘in the settlement. Within one week, 85, were dead,ee.. We all ex-.

~.

pected to die, and- many fearful n.'x.ghts I faged the q_uestlon -whe=
ther I ‘would be able to rise from. my bed.in. the morning, We were

at'God's mercy. He left a small number of survivors: one ma.n,
- i‘our.women, ‘a young girl, and eight children,

The corpses of the deceased ones were stored in ‘the morgue,
but soon we had to use our wooden shack. Within two days, however,
it became impossible to ‘haul the corpses out of the houses, since.

nobody was able to give us help., In some houses, all the occupants -
.were dead, while in'cthers, 2-3 persons were still surviving,

These wére trying@to find refuge in houses still inhabited. When .

‘one of these .people died, - the corpse was stored in an ‘uninhabited

house, Once the-humber of survivors had declined substantially,

R they all mowved into one large dwelling. Once I entered a house

which contained the corpses of three adults. The mother wa.s sitting

" on the bed, holding two infants in her arms, with her seven years

old da.ughter sitting next to her. The childrentwere 'still alive,

"~ but for how long had they been in this situation?s.e.

" It was striking to observe, how quickly. the corpses deterio- °

rated. Often, the faces blackened, and. the arms and the legs dia— _

pla ed.large black spots.

The huge number of dogs made the 51tua.tion even worse. Nobody ;

was' feeding them, and they became wild and dangerous, breaking
through the windows and doors, and feeding on the coOrpses.s ..

' They were a threat to the survivors as well, and an eldérly ~man,
trying to escape into another house, was attacked and: killed 'by

: .them....

‘So far I have been talkmg about the materlal conditlons

. only, but now, I would -like to describe the impact of this plague

upon people's spirit. I have heard from many of them. ‘that they -
viewed this disease as God's punishment of their sins.' 'We had ﬂ“ .
His word, but we didn't want to listen, didn't want to bow.: Now,
the Lord is. breaking us.® Such expressions were very' frequent,

 and many became frightened and made confessions., Oh, whet & col- :
-‘lection of-: sins did one gain insight into; It was known to me

that the morality ‘of the Hebron people was not particularly good)

- but I had no idea that it was as bad as the conféssions revealed, .

I could not bar the thought that the sins of bodoma. could not

have ‘been WOIrfeeea. - . !
' ‘One would think that ai‘te:r: such a terrlblesplague, every
gsoul would have asked God for forgiveness, but, u.nfortunately,
this has not been the case, Some confessions ha.ve shown that

- just at this tme, ‘the hea.lthy as well as the sick pereons were-
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