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PREFACE J ~ 

• 
I . ·. · . t ! •• .. '\ 
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i ~v 4 · 
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I t • ... . . 
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.. . * '* * I • 
I 

. . . :' . . . ' . . i 
So pretty ·it loo~ : .. in the £aU when. WfT · coine home 

. ·from our· ·summer \ quarters, ab9ve .79 . 11,liles from 
·' . ·here. .. Wheri we· are\ sair ing up ~in our / large boat, 

. to csee •, the ducks\ in .our bay· tthen wle are. nearing 

! .. 
0 the. river, · and wh~n· we ge.t ~.shore · · ~q ·: .the . pretty 

river banks · · a '1,1d : walking . up ·1;:he ·path 'iJnd.er·_our 
·. ' { 

-I . .. ~ I. 

-'.. . I 
,. I 

I· 
~ . . I r ... 

. . 
; , I 

I 
i . 
I .. , 

i .. ' . 

. - ~·. 

... 
~· . 

la~ge 1:-rees, some 58· f~et and · some ' 6~ . ·. f~et . -~igh, 
we of_ten meet. with a · flock of partri<:)ges ·flying ,up 

. to the tree~~ · Before we · get · to·. ,the hoUse, . ·so. 
·.. · · pretty; then is .the. scramble 'among the young ones . 

who w.ill see .the first turnips oand potatoes,. and .. · 
.sure . eno,utjh 'all aroqnd· ·the hous~ ·>is c:~reen with· 
t~rnip · tops, and between them and the wall.of the 
~ouse' iEI· hanging: .r~d ··with · moss / .berries,· some 

; falls. Then we get home t9 :Our win~er· .h9use ... for 
;.:. te~ moriths ·m~r~ .- .<Lydia campb'ell ·1988 :-2-:-.3) .J, · . · · : : .-

\-.'~ - . 

, • _ · _- · _ · ~b~ d~s~riptiOJi i~ of Mulligan~~- a fal1~ttl~~ni: no; 
· far . from ·North .West River, which li:es ·at -tbe .head·of.Bamil-
· ,. ·. :·-: . ....... : ' . · .... ·· .·. _., · · .··I · .. · . :- ·· · j . . ; ~- . 
_ton ·Inlet·, ·. the : deep. fjorcl· w~ich _: bis.ects · th·e· ·Labrador: -·land 

. . \' . . •, . . . . ' . . . ' ~ ' . . . 
!'!lass~ ..... ··~ .. . 'i.'s ·t~ue·-'. of a1Jr d~"'ep - :fjords,·: the .hea·d ·.of·.uamilton 

. . .. . . . .. I .·. . . .... · . · ~ . . : ·. . . . . . . . . ·. . . I 

.-: ~ · Inl·et is-rich in wildlife and vegetation be.cause it ·is shel-
• \ ., ;_ t o o • '., 1 I ' • • ' 

' · tered • .. It ~·s · ·si:t~·ted . 17·8. miles ·inland· from· the ·North . 
. - . . . . . . .. ... 

. ~·-. _ . ,. 
\ .. 

. · -~ 
,1 • • 

. ~ . - ... 
·. · .. . 

. ' 

\. 
Atlantic,, but 'it dtii1. .-forms · part of La;brado~•. s 11,000· miles-:. 

, . t . . . . . I . . 

of· . c~asti in«ir~ ·a~d ·the· f~ur. · -~o~uhl ti.es2.'· s~ tua~d . ~t thf . h~~ci .· · 
• ' .. ' ~. . . , . •·· . . -.. . • • . • . ' J•' . . .... • · of :the· 'ihlet . ar:e·· home j:o approxiniatel,y .. 9 1 999 .Indians, Inuit, •' 
·; . :· ... · . . . ' • ·. · . . . : . , . '_'i.. . ..._· . • . . ' . . . ~ ~ • . . ·. ' . . . . 

· Settlers, and • com&.-from-aways • with .diverse cultural . and 
. • · . ... . ,j ... . • . • ... . _ . . . ~ . . . ·. . t • • • • ' • "(' • • c • . • • • ~ . ' . ~ • 

. \ 
. -· . \ 
' ' . : . \ 

• I \' , 

.:1 · •. . . ~ '. . 

. .· ., . .. . ' , . 
--: 

r . ~- ~ 

. . 

.. ·/ 
I .-

·,.historical backgrounds~.: _ North We_st R.:f:ver has·. a ·populati~n 
' - . ·. tl .. .. . . . . ., . ...:. 

of ' 8B8 . ·Settlers, - .and . the- 'neighbouriqg_ l_nQi_a.n~_communtt.y_o~-·-:--:-

. \. \ 

.. 1'- :\\ . . ··. " ' 

. . • 

' .. ·.. . I . \ .· '. , ; . 

. . "i - . \ 
'! • \ 

.c· . , -.j ______ _ --- ------.. -- ·-- --- • • • • 

.· ·: shesh~t~li'it. ·ha~ :a· ~pul~t·~~~ ~f · ~~ppro~_imat¢y 4e·e ~· . ·unt:i.i· · . . 
. -- . ' .. - - ,'. , .. ' . .. 

.19,79, ·sheshaf.shi·t was part of- No'rth weaitt Rl~er. · . 
. " .... ... . . 

·. 
•.• 

. .. .. · . ·, 



-:~: : ·. . . 
' :.:: : 

l . • 

. .. ·. ~ . ,) . 
J 
! 

. ·, ../'' '\ 

(' 
\ 

... · 

, ~ . . .. 
:· . 

. . ·I , . . :·:·-!, ..... 
Labrador is the east-ernmo~t · sec~ion of the· canadian·. or 

. I 

La'u~rlt·ian · o Shield, anc:t·l·i~s ~n the /northeastern· edge of. the ., . 
' . . 

· ~ t I 

_ . N~rth American ~ontin,ent,. fa9ing B~ffin Island _to the .. no~th 

and ,G_reimland t -o· the e~si;:. It ~-~s !a tr ia~gu~.~~r land ma_ss of 

approximately 112,0~0 square mile~· w~th a'·population of 
., 

approxima~ely 36,560, which means that most of Labrador is 
II 

scarcely populated, especially since more .th~n two-thirds of . . 
the people live ,. in the three urban centres of Wabush-b 

Labrador City, Churchill Falls, and Happy Valley-Goose B,ay. 
j . . 

The uiban population is largely composed .. of .• coJUe-from-
" 

p 

Newfoundlanders, aways, • such as 
. . 

mainland · canadians and 

,. , : t . . ·.: ,., 
' ~ .. 

·~: . : ... ;. 
:· · .. : 
t·, 
.•· .· 

. . ,. . • . 
'• 

·· ., 
.. 
: ." 

• .. • 
' • . , . 

. . 
t/1'< ~ . ~ '·.~ 

/ .lo • •. 

.. • . . -~i~_e . . the · r:~~in}_ng __ t,i_rd- ov t~.e··· ~pu~.a:i:o~ ~s . a m~xt.ure. -~£ . . . \~:;: 
/:::·: ,.-::..· / In<U~~s_, · I~uit:· _and .SeJtlers.3 .Most b~ _th~ indige_n~us _:_~nd _ . . :-· ·· ·t~~ 

·. · . · . . . . 

.. :··. · ·.·-.------... -: _ ·' e~~i~indig~~ous· ('Se~_tl~~) pe~pl~s - ~iv·e·: ~n · s~ .. ~~, :~~olated~ - - 4-t~:··~· - .-:~ 
;;:.~ . .-.. .. . -~-- - . -~ommunit!-e.r~-o-ng ' tt~e .coa~t, . co~~n~ti~s· W.~~t:h "' ar~- reached. ". ;: "--~-
~ ._:.:" __ . . . -· .. . . . . . . I I • • • .:.. • • • ,' • • . • • - i • ...; 

· . . -year · · ·;ou~? . (~~~~~~-r p_erm.~:tti~~-) .- by. _ l~~gh~ ~ircraft .(Labr;~dor. . ·:· . 

_-_-., · -A~~ways), -~n~ b¥/ ;oast~l f:e~ry. serv,ic~ (~~~ by CN ~ Mart_nf~) : .·· . 

,. durfng · the sb'ipping season, which' is between late · June and 

. 0!:\ober. . 1 · . : \ r 
.\ I . . . , . . I ,,. 

•' 
.... • 

· _) 

~ Th-e;· bmmer . se~:on ·is s~~~.t ~nd intez:1se,_. :e~-~~cially <a1: .• ··, _ _.·< 

·the· hea . · of· Hamilton Inlet·, whef:e a considerab..le a¥o~nt .:<:>£ . . , . 
. ..... 

... . 
. · ...... 

, .. :-' - . 
~··. 
' . 

. . . - . .. . . . . . . . ~ 

in~rket· ga~de·n~ng takes . place· . ~ the . .'two~ .ho~, . dry m~n-~~s , of .. 

. ,i \.~umin . r. · s~ex: · acti~itie~ · · in ·-~e~tral Labrado~- include· ·sal-.: 
- - _ : ' ' \ • I o .. o o "' I , _ f a 0 

and cod ·fishing, for which ~- the '.North ~est · River settlers 
• 0 . ~ . . . . \ . 

I I 
. ,_•. 

·::.·. ·· ove · ~ut temporarily to. s~er_ qua~ters 1g· Gro~swater Ba~,_. ·-:·_-< 
:, . ~ . . . . . . . , . . ·~ .. , 
f: .

1 
• . , . ;a berry pi eking, Whi~h i.s c.ilr d.ed c>ut on tb.ii r roitur!l, .• ~~ 

: ..:,: :', • o ' I 4 , I' , I 

fl • - '· 

~~+{" ' ;~<; : ·· .,· ···~,.\&c~. ; 'i~,·\)), ·:. :. ·.~ ; . ''· ~: ,,, •:~- > f: ; .~.:~:;~·<;. :~:'*i;);,.:~· ,~,{~):;:! : .. :' , . i· .. ,.;; ... :: ,.::;,, ,. \;1,1: ,: : ,;',•::;~~~\\ 
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.. : · ·· 

· ... .. 
' ' ' . . . . .. 
,,; .. ~.... ~ 

•. . . 

·.·· . ' 
•' .. 
• ' I ' 

~ ·. ' . ':' . : 

·~ · .. ··~ : : . 

:·:,. ·~ ~ 
~ .. : 

·~" 
0. 

-;:· " . . ·.. ' • , .. ;., , ~ 

.. ',· .. 

·.·:' . 
. : 

- ~~. ~ - ,-.. 
.. . ~-

:. . -~ . 

' .·. 0 

t "'•' 

· ... . . · 
' ! 

!'.'-. 

;. .. ' .. . 

.. 
-. 

·:I .. ~ 

.. I . . ·- ' 

, r · • . . ·t ' .. ... 
. ··~ 

.' du~ing. late · sUmmer· and ea;-ly fall~ The weather is us~ali~ .. -~. 

warm arl'd ·dry ·· in April, · wh~n the· settlEtrs h·unt seals on· the 
, ' • ,.· 

• . .. , I ... . ' t • If • 

~'old winter J,ce 'in Lake : Mel ville ·and Hami!ton Inlet. In s.um-. . 
' .· . .. 

mer, peopfe '·tr.av;l by boat, beca1..1se ~os't of tlfe settlements 
' . 

and ~he . . c::aJilp·s from · . . which 
. ~.. . 

people hunt, .fish :· and trap are 
. .. . \ 

highways ··situated' aloncj th~ s.h<>re:' The· w·aterways serve · as 
• . ~; . rz: f . 

in'both summer.and ·wintet • ... 
I 

\ .. . 
, Snow· prec~de_s · th~ . . ~.ce_ in . t~e 

1
fall, beginning sometim~s 

. ' . • I . . ' 

, in S~ptembei', 'buif lt usually arrives in· earnest, her~ded by 

. 7 

., 

. ... 

. ' ... . ...-... . 

· the ar.rival :a~··. sn~·. b~n.tin~~,::..·i~ Octo~er~··. i>ui"in.g . the ·y:ars 
4 

•. ;( ... 

• ! ,.. .. • • - • f I : "'.. ' ., l ' • ' • ,' if " ' i ' ·, • '( :· .. \ 

·o.f ·the fur · trade_,i ttappers lioUld set.·. out foi their trapl:ines •. 
' - / ' I ,'" ,.1, • _, • • • I .. •r ' • ' ._ ', 

J / • \ :. ' "o t ' I ' \ ~ ,/ ,. ' "; , ~ ~ ·, • ,"! ' • ' ' ' ' ' 

by canoe· during .. ~his ,p·art of the· year., .and. hunting An~ trap- · ~ ,· ,: 

Pi~j~{il!;_ , t~k~' :~f~~ .·.~~an~ d~r~~ the fai_l,,~~ ~~?tet. · · , ~'\ 
Most" North .West/River·:),ettlers· : 'have the . -use · of .. a . ~ cabin· . · ·. · ._: . 

I . · . • t , · . · ,.,. • .. · · . ..... .. ~ . , · ·_ 

situated. ~Lorig/ o'he. ·of the r.iv~rs ~r - lakes. Ice forms over . _ 

the ';.mall i~kes( J.?i~~O~r; : a~d . ~~. for~ed . and broke), ~ ~ . · · o; 

· storms .. sev~ral !. tinie~ ·. ~h~oughou·t ·Novemcer in Lake Melviile . 
o "'" ""'\ ~ • \ • ' • ~ ' ' I • .., 

. ' . .. .~ \' . . - . . '· . ; ' 

and ·Hamil ton Inlet;. ,' .: · once the · ice forms solidly': across the ·· 
o ' : •-; f • o .. f " : • \ ~ • Ill' ' t o '" ~ ; f "' ,. • ' "' ' • ' I .-· \ 

.. ' 
. I',. 

m~in_ s;retches ': · o~ :·water, -' .t.ti~n .tr~nspo.rt;ation is .by;,. snowmo- . ' . 
• ' • I ,... o .._.1 . . . ·~ .. . ..... _ -- . . . ' 

b-il!!; .• snows~~~s~'and skii~:~ .How_ever, there ~is alway~ · a tedi-. · 
.. - "' ~... . • . .... . .. · . " ! ·: · :' .. .. ' ... , . • .• ·· ' : . 

· ous · wait w.hil:e .fr&eze-up' and ·brealt-up, ·the ·transition'S ·from 
.. _,. • ' ': to ' t ' • • • : · " , " · · · •• ,' . _i ' ( • ' ·._. •' . I ·• . I • • • .. . - • . I • '• •• • 

. -· ··l.and _ aJl~ ·~.ater .~~:~ liro·w · ~~-d ice" _ta~e 1~·ace ... and .. ": trav~i· - · o~ : ·· 

.. 
• C 

. ' 

fJ\\ • ' ' '• . ,. •';• I ' \ ' ' • ' ~ • • ~ • ' • • ' ' 

. _)1 ~)' mo.s't sort;s 4-'s. c~r.t~il.ed~ . . :. . : . . .. : '.. .. . ·~· . ,._ 
"' .. '\II I! .: t ' ' • ~ ... , , ...Jd ' • 

.·· . . 
. . . 

. : . ' ' . .. ·.:· ~·-

'' :- ·,_ ~ • ! '' I •" 

·.: . . · .. 7 ' ) : .. , _ .... .. ~.~ 

'"' • d 

' . .. . 
' ' ) . 
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I "became interest'ed,:~')l Labrador at'· t,!ie end of 

school 
.. 
par·ee~, when r .~chose ·to_ spend· a year.working as a 

<;. . • • 
I 

- . ~ .. ··~. ~-~ 
.., -~ ~ 

· '1 . • •. 
:·: · . .-:: 

. . ·.~-. 
. . -,. 

.· v~luntee~. for the. ~nty·~~at~onal Gre~e~l ~s~ci&:~i.~n~ before . 

' ·v ·oontrnuihg with my edu·cation~· Th~ experiences .. of my· -first . · · 

l · . yea~\in Lab~:ador . · and"'New~()undland, in 1974-:75, .·donyinced me · 
.... '. . . . .· . . .. 

~ ~ , 
. -. 

: . 'i' 
' ,I • -.., 

• < 

' .. 

·~· 

. \ 

. 
. that I . wantea'to studi anthropology. 1 t r~turne.d for a· 

. . . ' . . -
furthe·r · six moil.ths of._':voluntary wprk in 1'976-77, ~~and, £-hl- · ,. 

_lo~ing this, · spent o the· ~ummer of i979 .1;. No'rth Wes{ River 

-carrying out fleld research ~or an und~rg~adua'te. '.hon~urs· 
(3 ' ·., . # • ' • ~ I '• J ' • 

. . ~ . 
' . .. ... 

; . ; .. 

. . . • 

··.:· :~~ 
•' ...... 

. .. -: 
4 

') • 
dissertatio·n·. These br1ef' ·visits s9.rv9d to\.giv!!~ me an· ·· . ..- .:~; 

~·If' - -. ... ~ It .·. . ... . - '~ · -' -1 ', ' 
appreciation of the pace of ' change and . its effeota .. qn · .~he · . . : . ... .<: 

• • • ...,. • -· • r • • ... __ · _ • • .f •• • • - ~ .: .... :·: 

· ·lives ·: of th.e North ·west R~ver ~nl\.al)~ ta~t~, · and ·: I l returned· in .. · . . 1.~ · . .-.: ... 
. · . . .. . .. ·' .· ,· :.... . . . .. . ·..:.: 

. 1'933 t~. carry ~ut 'fieldwork 'on t'tie ... pre.sent thiasis. . . ~;· ;' -.,: '( 
• •. " o ' o • ~ • ' •• • ' I • • ; f • ' ' ' o ,lo • • '•~~ 

•' • • '\ .. ' o • I . ' . . . ' . . . . . . . . ·.- . \ . . ' . ·.• . 
The ·North· .West. River ·settler popul.ation.·h~s· experienced· · 

. . . _; ~ . . . . . . . . . . -· '.. . . ,..,..._,, . .· .· .. · _: ... 
:'complex .and radical changes ill' it:a economic, poli'tical and . 

• • • ~ • • • • • • 0 • • • .. II') ~ .Jt ~ • • • • .. • \ , •t 

·· ·social past~ Peop~·e ... we~e (a~d ~-r~~ ~~iil) ~ttra~ted to., 'the 
~ .. . • s 

community for ~- · V:ar~ety ·· of reasons! ~ . an~ Indian,_ Inuit, 
I . . '\ . • 

Frehdh, ~ngli~h·, . Sco~tish', _ a~~ ),~~~~o~~dlan_a. .. ance.~t-~y ~~e 
represe.nted ·. in · differe·nt famflies. . Som~ Settlers · ca.Jne as~ -. . ~ . . -

. .. pionee,:s, some as .trappers and others as administrators. ana 
e t..! ., • • ,. • • -.... I 

pr;oressi~nal . wor·kers il) ~ari.ous : se~vice· industries (etich as .. . . . . ~ . 

: ' .... ~ 

. . . . . . ·: 
.. -. . 

. f: . f • •• ; 

· .. -:-•' 

. . . ·· . . · 

. ' ~ .. ·~ : ~. . ·. :~ 
.· :.; 

: ' '(~' .. . . 
- ~ . ': 

/ '
. · . 

• . . 

.' 1' , . I . . . 

· .. teaching . a~d nur_~tlng) • ~ow ever,· despite· the many. . Qi~fe-rent · 

reaiions ,_-;;;~being in. North . West ~fv~r-~ ··~ffili~tion .to' ~he·· . 
c;:ommunit:Y . is .. str1ng; ~s is ... · f~.i~y - i~e·nt~·ty. · · : .. ~~r~·u_g~· .my :·· 

• -;"i' . • . --
1 • • • • 

• ..:) • 0 • • • • ~ • • • • 

$
4 

f_ield· re~ea~ch, the~, I inte'nded. to eJ,amine·. n~t only how the ', . ,·; 
:_ . . : 

-· ;r .. , I 
.· ,~ . .. ·•.· . . 

. ' 
·hi.story of the . c~mmunj.ty'·· ana . i .ts· ·present · problem~ ·affect 

':.to ;'~ , ' 1 • • l''o • • .:;. ' • , .....,...._ .' ' 
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• q ~ .... 
·--I~dian/Settl~r . relations; but also what par.t individual fam­, 
ily histories had played in the formation of ~~nte~porary 

• 

Ind:Lan/Settl~r -· ---telati.ons wnich are peld by . p~rceptions 

---:. .. , .. ' 

·· -·- . ; 
a:, 

. . 
g • . . .. 

',l . 

' I ~. • . ·. •,\ 

, Settlers in the community. .. '• 
. . 

' ./ . ~ .. . 
.· 

'\ My or.'19ina~ hypo.theses were: l) ·that Settlers were · not 

unanimous ·in-' their perceptiops of Indian/Settler relations;-.. ,. , . 
. 2) ,that ~be di~ers~ perceptions that settlers held ··of . Indi-

• ans · .an_d . Indian/Sett~er . . relations 
. ' 

were the result of·the 

.di~erse : hi~torical ~xperi~nces of the _community, and 3) that 
" ' ' ~ . 

Gth~se .- could be tr.aced by ~xamining ~ individual and family 
. . 

~ his~ories ~ the community • 
. -... 

\ . 

. . . . ' 

·: ·on .my .-first . f'rips -·to . th.e community- my pur.poses had been · 
. -.. " . . . . . ; '. . ' . . . ~ . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ ~ : 

ci .- empl9yment a.t t~E! hospital or· childr_en• s home. 'The experi-: . 

· .· 
· ~· 

·· .. "· 

·-·: 

. ; 

' 

' • 
~ . : . ·.: . 
. . .. :· 

' - ~ ..:. .· . . . . . .. ' ......_, ' ·. . . ' : . :· . . . . . . . . . . .... ... . . . ' ·, ~.;, 

. • ··. ence .. o~ ~ arriving .in the commurii~y ~n y.icier · tf> do . .' :fiE!l~9rk' . · · ·' ' · .. :·: 
. . . . . , I - . . . . . . ... . •: 

-. . ' daunte'd ' me.·. · i · could not', at. first,' begin· to conceive . bf how'. ~ ·;·. : ·- ~. 
'. , • o . : : • . ,' r . . .3 . . ·.:_ ~w : · ' : .. , • • • : ~, '-' . :.. • . , , • • • • ,• • • ,; · :~ · :::~ 

: · .. I : WJ~ · to:.: a~hie~:e.' ~he ·co_1~ct.ion _of~ d~ta tha .. t ·. I . -~~~d~d- if~r'~~Y- . ,·· .. : -;_: 

.researc~.' ~ur·ing. this· ·v·ia'i t, ~Uld yet .I .. _needed: to con~truct : an· . . · . .. · . .. ~-.~ 
·' it~'n.er.ary · ~d-~~la~ · ~y · day~.· . In. ~~der· ~?· A~ ~tLis,-~-i. ~~d-- . : to . ~ ·~ ~ .-· ·.: .'_/;_ 

. . . ~ ,. ~ . ..... ' . ' \ . . . ' . . ..... ·. . : . 
· .:... · ~ . . . examine the· ;~ea·n.i_ng of· · b~_ing ·-:an . anthr~pologist w,ho w~s · .' _:· -: . .. _· .~ 

• .. t;. • • t 

c~e .. t~r~ _: qver- ~ -· . _. ·. · ;:·;_~~ 
.. . . - ·. - · ·:--~. :_ ( . 

. · : ··\~· 

.studying :a .· co~unity.; . MY oppor_tUJii,~y 

. sigh~ .of · which i was . gui'l ty • 
. , .,.. • • ~ ... • • ~ · · . ' 4 4 .. . • . (: 

... .. . . . . . 4 . 
M .ter ~-; h#acf. beeq •in· 'the · ~ommunity for .a . . . .. . ' . .. 

I . - :~ 

few . days_, the .. .... 
. . •: .~ .. 
•· ;.,r 

' • • • ' ' ~- • •• .. ' , • t • 

. mayor .. of · the . towr&,, asked- to ··. see me; · She want.ed to know· 
• • . • •• • • • -: · •• • .•• • • • • • ' · • • 0 . • • .. . ' • •• : .. • . .. .. :.:: 

::.:.-··:·. ·. . wlie~hei: . t had obtained. -~qe' ," consent -of t~e . town . council .. and ·. . ·:,';· 

f-~- _ . . . \' .:h~ . C~mmuni.ty in, order ·. , proCeed wltb my Study; rn my : ; : );~) 
' ; ', ' , ' '• \ • 0 I ) •' ' '• ,·o 

~~~~;:~.;~~;"~;~t_,,[,~J;ic~:. r• ;;: :;. :~ ~~;·" :o,;i ;_ ; ;_;;~ . .:tH;;; i~: -"t.; l1~~v-;; .. ,l_ar,-·.~,! ~.,.;· .. ~~.;;'Lfr;_:;~~·c:~.--~· ·~f;;~~j 
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.. 
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:· ~ . 
; '· . · \ 
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, : .. ; · 

': : ~ 

' . . . 

··. :· · .. 
· .··· .,, .... . 

,: .. 
, .. 
• 1 . • • 

~. . . 

. :· . · .. ... 
' .. ·: . 

- •• #' 

.: . . 
~ ·. . ·-' ;., .. ·. ·. 

"• 

·• 
embarrassment a~ not h~vlng .arranged .to see. her ·sooner, i 

agreed to write : about my project in the tow~ c~uncil's 

newsletter, which was ·cii'sti:ibuted to all members of the com-. . . ... . . . . . 

munity; This I did,S and· was quite astonished to hear about 

myself during a televised news bulletin the following week •. 
. 0 

Soon after this, a , reporter fro~ the local -radio network 

arrived tp interview ~e about my fieldwork. I was .no· longer 
' .. 

hes1tant about studying the · community af te·r . these 

encounters, nor.we~e the community members-hesitant abo~t my 
; .. - . . 

) 

presence in 't~eir community - · I was their anthropologist and 

a local celebrity! People were ·not particularly concerne4 

about the exact nature · of my research 1 ·they understood· 

~ainly that· I ·was collecting stories of I!'ldi ans 1.. . but· . they · 

. .:. 

. . . .~ · 
~ .• :- •' 

, . . . .. 

·,·1: 

.· ·-

'" . . ......... ' 

: . 1 

i 
·.· 

. ~­
': 

..... . . . _. . . 

' had noti;ed .the pre~e~ce ~( 'resea.rchers in . t~e ~~~ghbou.ring . ._._ ::>;; 

Indian. community of Sheshatshit, :. and_-welcom~d.: .a: [~searcher. ·:. ·.· · :··~: ... . . ·... . . . . . . . . . . :.; . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . '• ': .. - . . . . -~ 
.'·.who was show'lng inter~~.t, in~~~ad, · in '·their ccnnmupity. · · ·~'· .. ~ :.t) 

·. ' 

. ·. . _.... . . ·,· 

' · ' .' 

vation. 
' • • • . I 

and J .nterviewlng in' order. to gather· in£o'rmation, a'nd . . . ~ . ~ . ·. .. 

'had .int'ended to st-rJOcture the data collection· around·. indi~i~ 
. .· ... . - . . . . . 

Jual. l .Ue -hfstorles ~nd · e·xt~!ld~ c·ast! stu~ie~.6. · I ·had . want~ 
' . . . . . . 

to become accjuaint~d~ wi~h· as many peop1e. as possiple' at an 
. • . . - . . . . ' . . . . .. 0 .. . • • • 

.. • ' • co 

e_arly. . stag~· ·in .· ~r. •.. fieldwo:·~, so· .. that I_ .wouJ.d_bave a large· 

. select.ion ·of inf~rmants from ·whlcb' to 

life · ·. h_is~ory . · stu~i_e·s," - ~n~ be ~ble ·to 

~-~ri_es ·witn~n. ~ ~he : span·. - ~£ . mY ._- .st:at~·-. · 
inf or.ma~t~.· 

. .. 
·established · s~v.er al · key 

. .. ...... . . : 

draw .. . candidates ·for . . 
. . 

c§mpl~te :seve~al. his-

Howeve.r, · -a1 ~~ough .: I 

and· IIMh}' !JlOre general: 

) . . . 

. . . ·· . .... ~~ 
., .. ...... 

.: . ·' .:· 

. .. 

,, .•. 
I ' :·:: 

l •• : 

~. . \..­

·• 

,' -. . ..... 
•. ·.~ . ': ,• ~) 

~- · ,. ' 
. ·~ -~ 

~-. ~: .... .· . 
• 4 . • ' • • .. ~: ;~· 
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,· ... ' 

1: ·••. . . 
. . . . . . 

.. 

• • :t.' 

.•. 

: . .'· . . 
~ .. · .. :. ' . . ' 

_ .. , .. _ 

·;.,, .. 

~· .•. , . 

r ' 

J .. 

' ' 

info~mants; I did not · col~ect life hi~tories. aim to - \ 

,- . 
become acquainted with as many people as poss'ible in the 

• r 

early stages of my fieldwork led me to be~in by coll·ecting 

. gene~logies. Most members of t~~ c~~unity h~ve-a-keen · 
intereSt in ttiei r anCeStry and • in , the\ regiOn I ·S hiSt_Ory 1 and 

\ 

I found th~t, by asking to be to~d abo~ their family trees, 

I made the aoquain~ance of · a large. n~be~ of the residents. 

t needed no more . of an introduction than the .explanation 

... ': 

·. · ~ 
' }.: . .·. .. 

. ·, 

.. 
.·. 

' .· 
.. ~ . 

.. ·. . . . ~: 
... . . ·. ., 

.. . ,. 

' - .. '· 
that someone•s niece or nep~eW; cousin "or grandchild, had 

~ sent . me ,_ for further information . on ·the c~mnrunity• s • family 

·tree.•7 In~erviews · about ance~try soon · d~veloped into 
~ 

extended chats about the 'old days,• and the oldtimers who . 
. '· f. ' ' . r., • • 

As my familiarity with the ·community 
· ' I · \ ·. . , 

grew, pc)pulated· th~. , . . 

I ·. 'realised .. that . collectlng life· histories · would not. le.ad 'me ~ . 
. . . . . . . : ' . . . . ' . ; 

·· t .o' a~ .. r~nder~t~din9 · .. ·6f .' variatloms :. .i.~ · percep~i~ns . an~ . _mo~e· 

• '1 ·. \ 
, . ~! 

: ·- ~!!\. 
, .... 

.. : ... 
. : ,-:; 

~ . . : . ,· .: 
., . . 

.. _. ·e~ficiently ·.:. than ·. di'd. a~~~:Y-~tng the-shif-ts from one. ·: Perc~p- ·.: · · • . _:·_:_::_,;: 
• • • •• • • .. c. 

'.t.ion to another in . the. course of . c~nversations and .: other 

soc!ar-!nteractions.· ·. '. 
.. . ·. 

' 
; . The .. extended c.ase·· method proved to be more ilseful as a 

stra~egy . for ·.·· ~~aping ~Y - data coltec~ion, . ,and ,·the. seasonal 

·-: '._; : 

; · .~ . 

. ., 

• ' . . . . ~· 

. ·::: 

, , •, 

. . - . ' . 

activities . associated with' .·Christmas' and .the New . :Year -----pro- . ·_::_ ;;:: 
. ~ , , I . ) . . • ':'-...,., • . , ., . • . , ;,' 

vided me 'wit~.· so~~ ~uitab11 . ~apt and isolated ·. illus~ratlons• ' ' ~ 
(Glu~km~ ' 'l96S:235.) . :· .. The:~~ ~ere ·~o large. community gath~~~-- .. :·· . :~·d 

·:·: .- ·.· . . . . . ' . . : ... ·: .. ; . ~- ... . \ ' . . . . . . .. . . _;';.: 

/, .·:, ihgs, ... arid sev'eral smaller. and. more . private affairs~. 'aii· of ~~; 

:-~-,: .. .· which: _gav·a r~~·e . ·t.o . _·s~~ui.ati~~- · . 9oss·ip · .. a~d .. t~~ ·_ · ~ii~~~ ~~- - _- · · .-:<<·-~-~_.;: 
~:;.: • • • • \ ' ~ , ~·. • • • • • • ' • ,' • ..... • • ·- • : ' • • • • • • • • • l .... • • • : • ~,~-.. 
~-. . ·._ .. v·. : · · opinions about changes in the community, .and rel'atioris with· · .... · : ·:,: _·.: 
!~·· \ , ; , • ',· ' : ' , • • ,· • • , r • • , • • • • • _ , ! 

~~~-:·;. . .. . . . . . . ~ . ,. . . : ' 
k '' :. - . · .... · ·_)~!-
~{ .. _/ :: :· . · · . . ., · xiii . · .: -· · ·. · ·: :: . 

. •; t~~~i~Ji)i;:c:£:.v;i; ki;;;~; ,i;~; ,.: . ~,;~ ~: ,D_:L ,;;; ·i~: •. ;w;:¢ ;; .~.: ,.,~;;; .)\; .. ,;,:: •· > :. :· <, : ,; . :·_ : .. :. • '; ··~ ; ._ .. , :i: !.~ 



-
.. .. 
~· : ~ 

.. , : · 

~ --

·i 
•:.·. 

,• . 

. ;• . . 
· .. . . 

the community of s~eshatshit. In addition, the cons~ruotion -
. ' 

· ·of a· _bridge, th~ olosi~g of th~ ·- hosp_i_ta~ ,- the forma~ion ~f 
. " 

teams for winter sports, di.scus_sions about .the newly opened 

Lion'a Club.; the growth of 'the ne~1y establlshed youth 

invo]."ved in :community -acti~ities and' to study general 
~ -

-pervasive. p~~nomen\_!n the commun_i ty ~ s social structu-re. 

I spe~t five ~onths in North W.est. River, from the end 
' . -

,. ·: .:. 
. : . . ~ ' 

'· - .. ·· .·, .. - ~~ 

. ' . 

. ·:, 
• r" • . .. , - '• 

.of .September .until the following spring, durilz:tg which .time X \ .. _:. 

met and"made -~x-cellent friend~and informants. in ·the tqwn • . ·\ . · .. ... ); 

\I' did nO,t atteinpt "to inter\~ew Peo~le for.lalJ.y .UJitil"I bad . \" )i 
peen in the ciommun~ty - for three months, by whi~h . time both ~ /i 

. ~- : the meinb~rs .. of. ~h·e _. c01DJiiuni ty and x· .w~re f~ii:i~t ~i~h :· .~~~~~:· . ·.:. _. ~":.:~ 
· · : ·:~- _ other, and .I -~ had been· able to : abs.orb ·a ·.lot of--'ge~eriu.. infor-· · · .· <.~~ .. ::: 

. . . . .-

,,· 

. ~ . ' '' .·.· .. ' .· . •. . ' ·.·· .· . . ·: ... · ·:· . . ' ··:· .. ' . · .. :·y, 
··:mat;J.ori .· abou~ ~the · ;people , · and th~i~ .._oommunity·; This · m~ant . ~ : ·.· :·.·:.;j: 

· . 

' ·: ' . .. ' ' ' ··.. . ' .. . .. ', / . . ' ' . ' ' · - ~. .... ' ' ,-:~., :>:.-, 
that·, . during interviews, '.I was able to. be perc_eptive · abo·ut·. · _ . .. . ~ 

t~e . . signific~nce .·.of·.·· .. st~~~~en~s, ' jok~s .·a~d 'the m~~e s~~tl·~- .. · ...... : :~/ 
' ~ ' I ', 

ways. t~at: the people ·had of coJ9111unicati'ng .· their · .ideas and 
. ' 

- thoughts. 
. ~ 

I asked in advance wh'ether I oou~d ·us.e a tape 

'. 

. mission· to do so was ·-not .gr,ant~d, :I conduc~ed tbe intervtew.e . ' 

with a -not~book .· and pe~cil. ~ 

. ·. , ' ·. ~ 

· ....... . 

. ' : . .-.: . .. ... · .. 
-: . . . . . ... 

· · .· . Th~ subj-~c,t. ~lltt,<ir of e~Ch 1~tei:~iew ·.~.~ a~ mucb. a~ ~h~ . ~J 
' 'discretion __ . of'· the _inte~vi~ee\_ ~lfJ .. it was~sh,a~d .bY my· quea~ -~ .: ~_ : -:-- ./: 

~~~---: .·. : ti~n~. -Initial~y, I ~a~e.~ to .-b~---t~id s~-o~ie~ -:~~app'ing .. ·;.:· ... ·. ·:.·Y~ 
~ ~ .... :. """" · .--./ .. ·:··. ·· ' .·· ... · ... ·. _.. ·.-... ... : .. _·.·-7'.::_:)/:~ 
) • * o ' I ~ . ... ' ~ • I * ' • • ': ;~~ 
; ... · .. · · · · xiv : S: 

• ~ •• 1.. :. t ~'· 

~~;::;~}:;.:·;; i·'ii h:. : : .• _ •.•. · •. ~;·: ~::; : .•.• : •• ::. :".; :; ;. •. < .-~ <.:: > • .. , . ~). :>:. ,,·;;~:·~ · -~ ;.~,~~· :. ... ;,. : .• • •• :;_,;;_;·_,, .• : ::-:.J:.L,:/;:.: ,~ A~·.·:: ;j. ;~ 

:' · .. 
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..... . 
I' ~].so asked people what . they _fe~ .t about anci about Indians. 

' " 

the cbang~s_ takit\g place in thei·r · commu'nity_, but invar~ably, 

the content of the in~e~vi~ ~bfJ?8d itself· around _the t~ings 

that most appealed to the inteJviawees for discussion- and 

comment. .. 

, ·- Much of rtrJ _data ~~e f~o~ observing and participating · 
• . • g.. 
I • • 'I 

· in . ciomniun~ty activities, and, · as is. usually the case, l: ' 
\ . . 

. gairie~ some · i _nteresting insights ·about Nop~h . -~e~~ ..... River 

· society bY inadvertentl.y ·overstepping .the.· unwritten l.aws of .. 
. the coU,unfty. ~or' ex~pl'e', on: my - first . . eve'ning ( .. . a~ked.: 

... 

. : .. · 

.· ·. : 

; .. 

.- .. ; .· . . 

·l · · what .wai g,;ing ~o be happening ill tbO .co~ty, _lind ~-·~as ! ._, ~ 
- . . told tbat ' i~ wall 'darts ~i9~t ;~\t tbe lo~-;;l ·~~ion' s Club. L. : 

. . ·. Unfortunat~ly ,· · when~ .. I _-. :turned' -~p and gr~et:ed· 'tbe .t·n£1;»rmarit ! · ·, .. :- ~ ·:~ ·. 
~-:_·: . . fll . . ' . . ' . . . . ' ~. . . . . . " 
-:· .. ·. · ·· ~ . .' ·f·ro~ji~o~· .· I . had ~ec~i~'ed ·· ttii~ p~~~~ ·"of·· .. : inf·o~JDati~n; · .~: :r .: ~as. i ~- : ·.; .... : 
~!·:~;~· .. · - .. -!. ·. ' : - ·'. • :: .. . .. _ ~-. -: . . · ~ · ·.• ' . . . . ·.· . :_. '• · .·· '- .. :_' .-- ' :· · ~ · '·. ·. ·~ . · . . ' . :_ .. ; . ·, . ': :: 
;::··. . ' ' ;. , dismay_e~ to :· f.ind . ·_. mysel.f:· t:he-·orily . woman · ~n . the comp~ny . of . i' -: .~. · 
.;.) .· . . f. ·. ~- . . . .·· ... ... · .... ·: .. _· ·.. . .. · .. : . : ..... . . ; .. .- -: ..... . · .· ·· . . . '' ... .. .. : . . ': ·.- . ;'. . ..·.,_. .. ... :: ": . i . . ... -. 
···.· · · · , . . . · .··serious -' mal.e dart~player-s.-·· · . The~:. cour-t:eolisl.y - entert~i~ed - · me· 1 . . ... · .:.· 
· .. ::..-

' • :··. 
' r f , ... 

.' . 

.. 
,. •. · 

.. --· .. . 
~.. . . 
• ' .. 
.. · . ,. 

:;:-:: :· 
'( .. 

-~-~~·. :. 

;,'· 

' 
. ·f 

• 

l• .. 
. ··' 

t' •' • • 

~~ · ' • • : I> 
~~~(. . ' 

' '•' . ' • .., I 

'; · ~~,. ·~ ' ,,~· '. • · . :\ .. . . ,~ _ -:< ... .. , , •• '·,· :, ' • . : . • ' , \ .. . ' :. • , ' I .·. ~ ~ • ' ·:: ! '• ' '.! . .. ~_ ·. 

· · .on· : that·· first evening;. but firmly told ·_me that; in future, ·. j • · .... _.. 
,.. ~........... • • ~ • • • ; • • ... • ' : ' J : • • • .' ' • • • • • • • • : • • • • .. • .. ~ ••• .. • • ~ • ·_ - ~ • ,' 

'· rruesc!ay. darts nights were a ·st'rictly inaie a 'ffair. -- ···I . - l~ter .': 
. ·.. . .. · . • . . - . . • · ·.. . . " · . .. : ! · . .-.: ._; ' 

• ' ' I • ' ,. • 10 "' • • • ' ' ' • • ' - • • ' ' • • ' ' f • ' 

· . ·.joined the women• s .Darts League, whe·re.- I -was responsibl.e for ~ 1 • • • • _. . :.-:. 

• • ' • : • • • • ' ~ • • f • • :. • •• .. ~ • • • : • • 4 ' ... • • • ' ' .' .. . "" • • • : ' l . . . ·. -~ 

· · '. c~_using : my. ·team . to ·· ~ome se.c;:ond w~en it_·had ·. prev.iously · been :! . · · -/. 
. ·.·. ' . . . . .. . . . . . . . . /. . . I . -. . . . . . . . ' . I ... ' . :: . f . .. :·- ·. 

:. ·- . fftst. . I . t:'h'ank.· those.· very -_· graci'ous ·.·women for : thefr -f -r 'iend..;. ~: · .. . ! 
• ' . . . • . • . • • ' ' • • • . · l • - --: ' • ·• • ~ . ' : • ; . =.:-.: .~ 

·. s~ip ·. and_ ~ol. er_ance 1 . . . . . . ' . :!" . .. 
. ' ... .·. .· .. . ' 

. . . .· ~·. . ' : . . .. "'.· . . . ' . . . .. ·. ·, JM. . ( ·. ·. . .. :· .. .. ·:. ~ . ' . ' ' . :: .. . ... · . . ·.;. 

· ~ . This division · .of · recreational_.· activities . refl.ected· ·a ·1 .: ::; 

· ., __ · \~~~~r ... _ .. · -~ivi~;i~~ ~f ... so~c~-~--·. ~ctiv_:i~.i~s-~,:- ·a~d ."-I··. fo~~~-~~at . ~u~~ - :\ · ·. ~ -.... ::./ 
l ' , • • • ' ' •• '• •' '• ' , , • .; ~ ' ,' t ', o , : , I • .; ' : ~ ' ', , • ' • , • J ' • 0 • ~ •• • , I ' , • ·~., ..._ , • ' 

0

, , : , - ·. ~ ' ..... 

. . ·:_ · . ~~~g_· my .. · visits_, .:··~ z· w.oW:~ ~e : eil~!!~~aine~ ._by -t~e w~me~ ·. iri _·.< ~h~ .J .. _ .- .. :·: ·,~~~ 

.- . . · ·:-··· hou.-~b~{d, ·but· . :if . I .. request~d· -~~ .J:nte~~l~:-, I ,was .re·f~r,ted ·+ . ..··. --.~~ 
'• I • -

1 . .... 

, ,-... ,.fi~'"''"'~ t' •ni f', -.& o, tWf ~I 
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to the men. Hence, -much qf the data I ·:c~ilecte.d"i in~orm~ly 
' . 

was ' 'associated- -with- w9men' and their soc1u .ac~iyit:ies, .but . 

much of the formal collection of · data . was 'provid~d · by · men. 
I 

The . nature of ~he· two kinds~of information is, of course, · 

quite different. The natur'e of the informally gathere1! 
, -

information prov.ided ins~ght into the private lives of .the · 

women I visited, whereas the formal' interview· mater.ial fur:. 
' ' ' 

n~~ Jl)e wit.P information 'that · the interviewee~ wished to 

impart to m~ about activities in the public spheres .of ~rap­

ping, and oth.er · su8h economic concet·ns.· .~~verthel.essr .I w.as 

pr~sent· ·at m,any pub1 ic . an.cl private sociu af·fairs · which 

\, ' .Tt\ 
. .. ·: ~~-

' ,;:; 

• I ',~ 

. . . u~_: ···( 
: . . : ·:·~; 

.. : 

·.,. -: 

' ; 
"·· . : 

. . .. 
: · .. ·:~ 

:. ' ' ~~ 
. ·.,· 
' . . 
· . .:·-.. 

... :: ,,• 

involved both mai.e and feinale par'ticipant:s, ' and ·on many of ' ' \~;~ 
. . . . ·, ' ·~ ' . . . ' ' . . . . . . ' . ' . .: . . .. : : ... . . . -~: ~ ..... 

the il1terview·a,, . the 'womEm·· aA!aea· comments and ·. c.o.unter~·- . · .. ; ,~·;· 

. . . , .. :'rgwnent<i· • ~n ·. the ': ~a~kiJro~d, :- whicH I ~ai. abie tO ~~(:~~~~. : .• ::_;~~ 
\ ., .. ~rap~:ing ·.cultu~e .w.as. es~~n~ial.ly . ·.m~~, .... ~~w.e':er.~ . ~ .a~d. a~~~o.u~.~ .: · .. :~·.:· ~:~·jj~ 

. .·· : . . 'wo~eri: · Pl.ay.e'd '·a .'~ignificant ~ par_t in, the .eco.nomy;. it was sel-: · : · . .. · · ~:~~f .. 
0 ' ' ' ' • .: ' ' ' , • ' ' ' ' • : ' : 4 ' ', ' ' , : • •' ~· • ' ~ • •; ' ' ' : • ' ' ' I • • .. ' t ,\· • ... ,~··~ 
· · dom· irf £he ,publ.'ic spher.e of :activities, in ... · which .' the· ·men ·.. . .. <:;:. 

.·· · ~~rat~~~ The fa~t tb~t ln.uch o~ {1 d~t~ ,revolves ~round tibe . ·• : ):\ 

· .· men.'s perceptions .of their· activ.ities has meant· .that many · of · ' . · ·. ·. :.~ . 
' • ' ' • - 0 - ' ' ' ' ' • ' ' ' ' • ~ ''• • 1 ' • :' ' ' • ' ' ' ' ' ' • ', ' I ~- '• ~ o ·: ~ • 

the . percepti~ns. that are a~alysed .: r~present mal~ activities, ~ :-...·; 

: s~cb ·~··aa . ~r~ppiilg~ r'~theJ:' t~an ·· ~ ·f.em~~ ~· activiti~s, . ' ~uch ... _ ~.{ .... · .. ·. · .. ~:; 
ciraf~s~omliri, h0rticu1i:uraliilt arid, tr~ppet•a. Wife · · r· ·.· .. '. ·· ;·, 

; ' .. . . .·· .· .· . Like~iae~- ' I .~i~~·.~~~d ~ ~landl;dy b{ bar h~)handi~ . . .:. 
-.. ~ , . · . · cr.aft~ . ·on ~· -f!und~~{s : ancl spend~ng . the rest .-~f t~ week· visit- .<. · ... · ... ( 

::.:;··.>·.. . · ·i.~.~~ ~iu~ii;· .· £6~ .· .~1 : .. ~£ he~ i~~e, ,.tbe ··: ~c~i~~tt~s :~us 1Jeen co·n:<· .. · · ~ ... >: 
:;:,:. . .. ." ·.,_ :· .. :. ducted : in :, ttle r~v~rse ·order. ' It;· j ·u·t· did ·no · ·~do ··t ·o sew on .. . :_:. ·,:·::~· 
.=.-~·:_. • . • . . . ., · ... . : ·.. . .· - . . . : . \ ; . . ·. . . ' .. ' : ' . . ' . '. . . . . . - - - ----'";""---~-< ; ·. 
'• ' . '· ' . - . ,' . ~_-: -~ 
:-~!:_: ', -·, " 0 o • • I o ' , • ''~; 
' ' • I • ' • ' '• ' !' : • '~ ' • ',' :~, 
f~: ,· :, : • • • ' •'• ' t' ' I '• • r ,. ·- ' ~ ' , • • • • ,';':'. 

~f;;{·iit:: ;,-s,~: ·>~~~,i~.x,:;.~i\:i:·,;,,:_ ;-iB·\L.:·t,:·,:,-i ;.~,-· {',).:L,;;,;l~~~i;~~ir,:.~;~~~;:;~:i1 4;&;;;~~~~.jz>~~Z·kD: ;, .. -,~ ;.~~ 



/?:;;·~ .... ·._:.· ' -~;\'"·-.·~ .. ~ ·-~ .·: :\ · ~ . .::- .·. ·:.· ·. :.- i'." ~> . :·/ ' .·::. . :-: .. ·. ·:> : ... . ·:-.-: : .. ·~·' .. :·:;·!. ··?: ~ ·' ~ :: · '.' ·~ :;:: .;. :~: :;··:<-. ., ' ·~: ·. ~.: :-, ~:':•:;·~ :i.:t:·~~:~.\._~;_:··'1 · 
.'•.:" . . .· \ . 

,· ' \ sunday /b~cause 'Sunda~. was .for viSiting! Sunday . has always 'j j 
. . \\bee_"~ _regard&~ · ~s a day . o~ rest; and, ·in Labz;:~dor, the , . 

. . - ' !. . .. . ~ettler~ f_ill these da:,s with activities th~y would not·._oth- .. 

. ~ 

·, '• , · 

• ' I 

;. J • 

.. , . ... 
. . . 

'.:·, .·• 
• , ' ' ' I 

: · .. . 

~rwiee .... have time for. .I explai~ed that, for me, vis~ting . :.' 

Jranslated to mean •work·, ;:·.whereas sewillg was ~&time that ·. ·.,: 

z\ enj")'e_d. , But ·people ·di.d not junderiltand. ·this • .. J: . . .., 

·.discovered that . community member.& to "'!hom J: paid visi-ts were ·· :: 

uJable · .t~ eciuate : my .vi~l.t~·ng with work or "serious activity,. .. : 
I . · , q 

and · this fUayoured the natUre · of the informati~n which I · 

·re~e~~-;d froin th~~ :~ntil · they were used . ti\'my .visits, they 
. . ~· · t ·· ·· .. ,\r·~· . .. .. . · .· ~ · - . · · · . ts • .' 

.~ncourageO-:m_e .· to ca~l when· they . were .wat_ching_ the 'soap 
.··· ' ' . . ' 

. .. - . 

oJ,eras, •. _.: w~ich: seemed, appi:bpr iat~ .. 'entertainni~nt . for . social. 4 

•• ' . t" • ' ; • • • • •• ' . • ... •• . ' . • • • • • • ' • ~ • - .. • • • ... \. • • ' ~ • ' • • • • • •• • • • • ·• • • ~ • • • • _· -~~~ 
. . v.isJ..to'rs, · a~d· hedg~d · niy' calila · :(or· · were . •embarr.as.sed) : when · .'· ·: . . · · .;,: 

• • I ' • :.. r:' • t ' , · ' ' ' f ' ' o 0 • • .,._ ' • ' ' • • • o ~ ' • • ' •' ' • > < 

,:: . "they,. ~ere. occupi'ed . ~ith bousehQ.ld .cb.oies. - . . . . . -· :: ·~ ·_:' 
' . . • . .. - ,. ~ . - . . . . . ' • ' . .• . . . . - . · ' ' . . . . . . .• \ •• • . -. . :t: . ' 

. : . - . . . ' •· . . - . . . ·.· : - . - : ... .. . . . . . ' · .'/~ 

. .. ·.·· . , _ ~orth . West . _River .. s .ettlers ·_. have ·· ·a· European,-·· c~_~,ural. ·· , ., 
. ,, .. . .' ' ·. . . . ' • . • ·. . '.' - ' • ., I . • . . -\, . . . . • • • . : ,. . " . .. - , - . .' ' . . . ; <; 
~ :. . . . . · . . : . . . :ancel!tryl ~ons~ui!"'ntly~· ·z was · af.r.eady .faini1.1ar' .with at -least .· ... ·-- :/ 

. . . . ' - ' .. _. . . . . ... :· - ,· . ..... . . _. . ·. : ' . . . _· . . . " . .. ·. ·: ,·' ; 

: ·. . : .·: ·some . aspacts · of. :·._the · c_oiDII)tinitl''s .. -- l ·i·f.es~y1e. · · ~ ·aid · not,· _·,_: 

~ > ·t~e.~ef~~e, · ':. suff!!_r:- .··. f·~o~ . '8~~~~-e : I cu~~~~e 'sh~ck. ; : :inste~(l;· I - .. -· .. ~ :~~ 
. . . . . . . .. •'. . . \ . ·.~. . . . . . ' . . : : . . . •. , . . -,. . . :· ': 

::·: :. b8'9an to,rec~gni1se the · complex · . nature. of a:. ciilt.ure ·:: .. with · .. 
. . .. . . . . . ' . . . . \ . :----~-~ 

\ '\V ; . ·. .· which .·· .. ·.l: · .~ad tho~gh·t I was _fud.fia~. . For . instance I . tile ·f .aot . . . 0 
•• · :· :~( 

:,~·:. . ·. .. . . . . . : . . · .. ' ... . : :. . - . . .. . ·.' .. i ·. . ·.. . ~ . . .. . . . . . . : . .. . . · . . : . : .·.7. 

, . . · .-. · that·:my ·. hosts .were · ·p.rturbea by my iiu~istence . ,1.ipan engagi·ng:··: · .. . : ;·..-.. ;;} 

·:·i · ... . . . .. . l~n . :·.ac~ivities . ·which. wer.e · · obv.iou~l:i in~p~ropd .. ate 1 ·~~ ·mY ·:·ag~ :·· _:':·:;_) .}~:~: 
.~ . ~' ·. -. . . . . . . ~ . . . . .· ~ ·. . . . . . ' . .. . . . . '. . ' ' . ~~ ,:' ... -.~ 

:-..:· ·,, : · . . 4nd. status~: giyen· _the . t~nie-.of day · and _day . of: tht!: ~E!ek < fn - ~ .-. · .- . ~:;;;: 
:~ ... : ... : , _. ..... . . , . ~ . ·. .. .· . . . . ....... · ., , :_. .. ... ... .· .... .. ·,. : . . . . . · . ..... _ .. . - ·. . . . . . · .. . . :· ·:.:. 

, '': .-: , . :"<: ~-~~-~~ ·<.I .'. ~~d~cte~ .. t~·~' ·: .led ·: ·m~ >~~ · _r'~~l~.s·~ . ~a~·.:. ~ ~a~ - ~lao : ~·: ,~ ~,·_· · ._/ ,_~:} 
·. ·: . .. ·:: . ..·. ~co~fortabls wi~h tb~. •. unwork-li.ke' .. aspect:s .of my .. stay_ :in :. - ; .. <~;: 
l:,· : .. - ... . . - : : . . . .. . •' . . • . ·. ' ' . . ·. ., • . • . . • . . . ,. \ . . . . . ' •. . . . . .• • . . • .. ' . :-.: :";~ 

•;',:1: ..-_ · ~ · .: · the· .. .-community, .. and that visitin~ ·palled ·. unless · I got some · : . . ·. \~ 
/ ' : .; . -,,. ' . :.._:.1 . . - . . ·- . . .· . ~ - •· .. . : . . ~ . . . . . . . . . - . . . . :.· . . ~>~ 

.'~~::,:.:,.· .. :;.·. :·, • • • • • • ; • .. • ' ,• .. • ·, ' " __. • ' •" • ... I ::' 
.,, ' . ~ .. . . . ' · . ... .. :_·. . . . .· ' ::.. .. ... 
~i.- ·.' ... .. . . · ... . •!• • • ·, .. • .... · -~~ • ~ · . .... - • . 1 . ·~ · · . ' .· • •• ~. 

~~~~r;\~,~};f~,t,;,0i;,;;j~i~i~~~~;. ,lf;:{,Z~l,iZ;i~~s.;:s~·~..;.<~;;~~{i{;i~~~~£.{,,j.; cY~L: <0b~i~~~i:;;i:·:~;);,~~'J1~~ 
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substantial ·information from it • perturbat.ion also 

led m~ to ·realise bOW · fine is the -l:irie W.hich. divide~· 1Work 1 · 

. 
from 'play,' and that, 'in ~-act, as the di.viders of work from 

play, time- and place are as significant · as · are ·the activi-, 
-

ties themselves. I also became 
~ 

aware of ~h~ '·invisible' 

side . of the community' s ·. 
' 

\ 

f .amily tree 
. .. 

and ·the settlers• 

.interest in it. What see.med IJUper.ficially to be· an interest . 

in 
l ·. 

ancestry was also an obsession with the possibility of · 

relationships whic~ · community membe'r·a. consider· to ·. be inces-

tuous, and which become almost unav~idabfe in .a· small, iso-
' . ·-. . . 

lated community. My · genea-1-ogical .data ·will never be coat-

Pl.ete · be~alise . of the ma~y ~ se·n~itive an.d .'unknown'. areas of 

· · inf~·~mati'ori in .the .comrilu~i ty · fami~y tree·. 
. ' ,• . ... 
' . ' .. 
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1. 

ENDNOTES · ·· . : r 
I 

cf . 

Lydt'a ~mpbe11: 'Sketche~;~ of Labradpr Life'·~ Evening 
Telegram · 1894, . reprodu.ced · by Th~ . -Days Publication . 
1980: 24 (see below) • · · · · 

.· 2. · ·Qappy Valley-Goo.s~ Bay, · Mud .Lake, 
North West River. ! . 

• (' I . 

Shesha tsbi. ~'{i- and . . 

3 •. 

s. 

7. 

' / 

.Settlers ·are the . Europetsn inhabitants of .Scott;ish, 
Engl.ish·. and French origin, who came to Labrador rand 
married Inuit and, occasiona1~y, · .. Indians . du.ring the 
colonidati.on of · East6rn ·canada. - . J • 

Evelyn Mary Plaic~: ;This Land is. My , La~d Nin · Ume 
Ntassi: Conflict . OVer .· Land Between Indians ·· and 
Settlers. in ·· central. Labrador,' unpublished. . honours 

··dissertation, Oxford Po1ytechnic 198.9; 
- .. 1 • • ' 

\ . . · -· 
I described my· project as fol,1ows: . 
My · interes~ . lies in the · developnent of . . re1ations 
betw.een r the people of Nortb. West River · ahd the peopl:e · 
of :· Shesna.tshl. u,·. and in w}lat · people_ .think about the 
relationship between · themselves and the Montagnais 
Indian·s. I am particularly 'interested in finding out 
wnether this' re1ationshi'p changes with time,- and what 
.causes the change.. TO do this, I am - .asking' people . 
about .the old days, about st.o.rie~ :and incidents which1

. 
happened in the past, whether they lremember their deal­
ings · with the Iqdi.ans, and what tb~se were like. I am 

. also ;f ,inding out -about the things_ w~i~· make the .two, 
comm~nities -differen~ today, and ,~OW' peop1·e fe~1 about 

"these di·fferences .(Newsletter of the . Town . Council of 
North . West River, December 2, 1983) • . - . 
. Gluckman describes this meth·od · as the exten-ded research 
of . "apt and · iso1 a ted illustrations-•- to h~lp explain-. 
more general and pervasive phenomena, in Max·; G1uckman: 

· ·Poli$;ice, ~ · And Ritual in Tribal societY (Chicago: . 
Aldine .Publi~hing_ Company) ' 1965, p. ·-235. . ' . , .. ....... . . . .I 
As wi11, be .seen later, most North West · .River inhabi­
tants .. 'can·' trace their ancestry ba'ck to one or two of 

·- the ~ew_ pioneer f~ilies. · j 1 • - . 
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-chapter One­
INTRODUCTION 

* * * 

" 

\ The ~hree points I wish to .make in the followi~g 

. ·analysis are: 1) that ethnic iden~it~ is self-r~f~rential, 
2) that changing s,ocial environments cause a ~:rag}n~ntation 

• • • • • 1,.! 

of social ~d~nt.i_ty, .. and· 3) t_hat·, given 'the_ ·fragme~ted na;ur~ 

of social identity, ethnicity becomes a resource to be mani-. . . . . . . . . ' . . : . 
. . . . . . , . 

pul•ted· in. the creation and communicat:Lon of social id~nti-
• 

ties. · 

' · .. 
The thesis falls 'lnto· two sections. · 

.... 
Ch'apters iq: the . 

first section 
' ~ 

' -...~. · 
give a detail~d .appraiEfal of the.hfato~;ica~, 

•! . 
economi~ and~political devetopment of North West ' River and 

. . . . . ·. . ~ . 

• 

of the Lake Melville ·region in yeneral • . Chapters in the 

secorid . seCt~on _eXJ?lOre .·contemporarY/ SOCial . in~era~ctio~ amOI)g , 

North west· River . settlers, revealing the complex a~ray of 
. - . . . 

pe~ceptions·arising from · the . Settlers• past· e~periences. 
• ' •\ I ' # • ' <.() 

The' pr.esent .chapter serves as l;ln i.ntrod~ction to the · commun-
. . . . ~ - ·. . . . . . 

ity of North West River and the particular·ethntc. situation 
, . - . ' . I .._ I . . 

.· . of this community' in ~- r~lation to other communiti.es in Labra-
' 

dor. ' lt includes a survey of. the literature . ava~J.'able· on .. ' . 

...... ...,.... .. .. 
1 - - ,. I 

·. ce~tral Labrador ~d sets out the theoretical appr.oach' · us~~ 

in this thesis. 

• I 

* • * ., 

' ~ : ~:. 

• ' 
'• 

.. : 

·. : . . 
·' . 

·, ~ :J' 
. . . · . 
. . .' \\::' .. 

.. 

. t 

··. 
'. . ~ 

-... ~- ' .. -

. .. 

. .. . -;. .. . 
. . ·.• . -', :-t .,. 

• t: . ~ . ., . ....) ~ 

' ... 
. . 

·.' . ,\, 
. . 'J 

. . . ~ 
: : .. ~.~ 



~~ ·::' .•. , .. r~ =-c : '''.'>' ~: s· . ' . \ · ~:' ·. '., ' ! :''~' : •r· ,. "' ' ' . ·~ ·'.' y: ' ·.· : .. \ ,,,,.:: \ ~_ ":,::·~, '· '"'> 
. . .- ' .- 2 -

- < 

a 

• 

.. 

.,. 
~ ;· 

.. . 

Until recently, North West Riv~r, Labrador, was a sin­

gl~ municipality bisected by a river and composed -of 459t 

Settlers~n the · "no~,~li b~nk a~d sss. Indians on' · the· south ~ 

bank • . In 1979 the Indi~ side was ·formed into an administra-
.. ~ . . ' . ~ 

tively sepuate unit. The phy~.ical "division of the settle-

-Jiient i:s paralle}-ed .. b~ 
• .I 

identities~ ·· Throughout 

the maintenance of dist1nct eth~ic 

the 20 . ·years_ since· '1961, when .. .. . ' . 
government first enco.uraged the settlement of"."the Indi~ms at 

.. ' ~ . .. ~ . . . , . 
· ·North· West River, _ the two· groups have . ,remain_ed . separ~te. 

' . . . . .p 

t Ver1 little social integration or interaction .has taken 

place, a~d ther.e 'nave .been ~~w 'incidents ·of combined activi_. 
. ' . . .. 

ties of an~ lf._ind. ·sa·ch ~~ou~ l'uns its own __ co!flunity ~all, 

chur.ch ~d sdbf?ol, ~thoug~ a few facilitie& .. Juch ·.as the 
.... (i • ~ .. • • "' , 

Hudson•s Bay company store and the International Grenfell 
. ' 

. _Asso-ciation hospital, both on _the nq,.r~h bank,. are 

. \ . . . . . . 

In" .j 7 ~~ Lou~ s. Fornal'. an ,.ndepen~en~ t~ ader 

bee, · established the first trading post ··at th~ 

shared. 
..... 

from Que­

site -of the 

present day North West River. The establishment of Fornel 1 s 

• 

pOSt i _nitiateo a t:rend . in ' s_ojourning traders and 

pione~rs, Frenchmen· from Quebec and .British · .. ·se~en, ~ .began . 
~ . . ' ~ . ~ . . -

appearing ,in . the Inle·t,· -som~ - 1of .whom marri. Inuit; · and sub- . . 
. , 

aeqUently settled in .the region. . Ill 1936 the Hudson 1 a· · Bay 
. . ; 

Compa_ny bega~ operations at N<>rth West River·. . Th.e fur trade'. 

grew, and North West River .became th·e ·r -egional centre by. th_e 

~~~~ of· the century. Revillon Fr.eres ~~~ed 'a post in l~Bl 

. { , · 

'/ · 

. +'' 

•• . •
1 \~ :on· ~he · south bank, pr:imarily _to . serve the ~ndiana, and 'the . . . 

·i.:.. \ . ..... :;: 
.: . . \ ' . .... '\ 

~;h;!.·:L.t ;.;~, ;. : .::.+. \\ t:: . ,·: . :,... . . "· ~;;,::::, :;~. "~\ ; I! ~~; . . \ · · .. -· .. ·. · . .:;. -· .. -.. ; : ,~ ".· .. : ,, , ··: ,.· ; . · :·,J~~: 
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International G.renfel_l ·Association ope~e.d a hospital on the 
'· 

north bank in 1916. 

f 
• Incursion ~nto th~ Indians' hun~ihg te~ritoty increased 

• . I • , 

.as trapping by~ Settlers --ex.panded, and 'by . the 192'8 Settlers• · · - . ' ' . . . . .. . . .. 

traplines .had filled the valiey~~1l'hd<. spread .onto the I B~ight . 
. \ I o1 ,4 . 

of · L~nd'. This area had· .neve·i: been trapped b~fort!, . and ~ad1 · 
. . . . ' . . ' . : . 

prev~ously been . regard_ed as exclusively Indian hunting land.· 

This encroiu:l)ment contribu.ted to' sta~vation · .. amongst . the . 

~di.ans, ~ leading t~ their . !~creased. dependence upo·~ trips to · .. 

the trading ·· posts· . to ,.recei':'e governme_nt -~elei~f; ~t t~ia ·. 
I 

·time the Labrador~Quebec bounda-ry· w~s . in dispute~ aa ·was 
. . ' 

Newfoundland's ju~tsdict~on o~er the ~ndian .banda· roaming 
• I 

the 'interior. ,· The .Settler popula'tion, ·whlch' .f_,li squarelY'·· 
. . . . .. , 

under the. furisdiction ' of t;he ·Newfou~Ql-and .Government, . 
l ' . ' · 

,. 

express_ed ang~r at the free reign allowed . thq · . Indillns .~ith 
I ' 

.,regard f;f hun~ing because _tbey were. not covered 'by, -Newf~u·n·d-
.,. 

· ·, 7and wildlife r~g~lat~on~: : 
I '.A, • ' 

IJ 

. " 

. . .. :. 

' . • • 

I I• ' 

s "' 

.· 
.. ., A great 'deal of fricti'on arises from the fact that ." · -· ~ 

. . our Indian visitors are.canad~an subjects and also : . ~ 

\; 

• • 

, the · boundary l;ine _betw·een CAnada · and · 
Newfoun~and-Labrador has never been settled. · . 

. Bence the India_ns c_an do w,ith impunity, right0 

·alongside the Labrador man, · what the latter ·-is 
·· l!able<to be severely ··fined for (Paddon 192,hle9). 

The height of ,the fur t~ade, which ·· came in · the 192Ss, · ·\ 

.was followed ~~ the d~pre~sion of -the 193Ba. Prices Jere 

.. affected negatively, c~u~'ing . . a: rapid decline in ·fur\'"trading,· 
. . 

. and many of the 1Se~tlers sought alternatiY~ means 0~ Obtain~ 

constructed in . ing a·U~g, Goose Bay A~ base, when it was 
·' 

~ 

\ 
~ d . 

( ~· 

•' , 

.tj , ~ . ~, -. .. . . ~; .. _ .. ! · • • • 
' ' . · .... . 

I ' ·, : < ' ' ' •' \ 

~J 
"· · , .. 
• 

.. 
• . -·· 
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the early ~~4Bs, offe~ed this alternative. Many ·Settlers 
·' 

were attracted to the wage labo~r economy, ·and the · ·military 
. . 

operations .of Goose Bay have provided a signi-ficant amount 

of: employment since.·World War/ II:. HoWever, fr.om . the begin­

., . _ntng of' the 19788. the mi+itary has be.en withdr.awing from . the 
• ~ • .. • · , • • 0 • • • • 

ar·ea, . caus_ing unemployment. Nor·tb west River continued · to 
. . ,. 

house the IGA hospita~ and the· many administrative functiom~ · 

and services spawn~d ·by it, which were the major source· of 
• 0 0 

• " , • ' ' r-.,, I 

· · ~~mp~oyment for the c~~.u~i~y · aft~r the d~~line of. tr~pping. 

The hospital · has· since closed, . transferring . hospital and· 

·loth~r · services once offer~d . i.n ·North West 'Rlver t~ the mili-. . 
. . . . . .. . ' ..______ . 

. . . . - . --. . 
- tary hospital premises in Goose Bay, ·. and North west River. is 

. ' . 

pres~ntly ,facing sev~rely· increa~ed · une~ploymen~. 
' 

The narrows at North west River ·were,· for several cen-

turies, .an Indian summer c~p,l which g.rew in significance 

as trading posts and other service~ became available • . Indi- . 

ans . were not' at'tracted to' wage labour, ; even when the- con-
0 • • .• . • . . . . 

•, . ... . . 
struction of houses .by the ·government . started in .1.961, .- ' a~d 

. ·. . 
. i6 " . 

~he Indians• subsequent sedentarisation resulted in a sev~re · 
. ~ ~ . 
. restriction of· hunting .activities-. Growing pol-itical aware-. ........ . . 

nes.~ '*tongs~ ·I .. ndian ,9roupa 'in . canada during t)le 196Bs led to 
' .... ' •· 
.chan.g~~ in pol-icy ~oncerni~g India_n. rights. Th~oncept of 

• . 
. .. · aboriqi·,fi ·· .. rights was . re:-:e.xamined, and land .claims ·base.:d on 

.. . \ . I 

. ·aboriginal , ~c~upancy were acknowledged. · Conc~~n w'ith · na:tive 
4 . • 

, . . 
. rights and . identity became org.a~ised in this pro,viilce with 

• • . • , 0 , 

the founding ~f. · the Native Association of Newfoundland ·: and. 

·· .? 

. ' ., . 

' . 

i \ ;' 

'i 
·i· 

t- I< • • ' "! • t ' ~· 
1 ' • t ' • ' ) ' 

' "t ' • ' ' ; . :· ' ' ', ·~ . ' ... • • ~· ' : . ·.. ' ' ' .: ' ! .. . t.' ' ~ : 
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Labr ado.r ( NANL) in 197 3 • This ~ro~p subs_equently split into 
. . . . . . 

separate ~Fgan~sations which represented the three Qifferent . 
~tiv~ .groups in the province. The Naskapi-M~~tagnais In~.u 

Associ.tion.- (NMIA) was f .ormed ·in 1·975• Their land claim· was 
' ! 

recognised soon afte~ this and has been under research • . ·xn 

.consonance with their he'ightened . p~litical . awar~ne_·ss, · the 
. . . ) 

Indians .separated from North west River and their ·cQmmuni.ty 

bec~e· k~own -~l - Sheshatshit ·in 19;9~ ·· . . · . .· . . ." . . · 
I ' t ' ' . ·· . . 

Ethnic .relatiola· within 

marked .contrast to those in the. Inu~t communities .o_n ·the _· 

-~ Labrador c;oast to th~ north. The boundary between Inuit· ·and 

"se.ttl;r id~ntities _is<o some extent; iunbi~uous, as . is. shown 

• 

. . 
recently by' the Labrador ~ Inuit Association Is decision .' . to - . . 

include Settlers · in 
. • . 0 

the LIA . and as beneficiaries in· .any , 
' . . ... 

fut-ure land claim settlement. 2· Hist~r ically, : .. ·'all ·. Settle~~ 

had· a · higher_ l _evel of interaction w~th ! Inuit,· with whom ~th.et·. 
shared a littoral adaptatt'on, than with · Indians. ..The latter 

\ . rem.a~nt~ami .'t;oi - . ~o~t . of. · _\;he. ;~ar, c_~mi_ng o~t . t~ .tt\-e 

·coast · o~y.for short per~ods .t~ trade• -Indtan/Inuit rela-
(j, 4 • . 

. tiona · havtf. always been mark.ed ·by avoidance. This_ makes ·. tbe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . ,• 

North west River s~ttlers• _ posi~i~n · an 
' . . interea~ing . ·9net 

~ " .' ' I ,/" " 

I • ' . . • 

their _ p~_,t . · affillation. with . In~it 
·' . .. . . . . . . 

is silililar · to .,that ·in 
• 

. ' 
other ·notthern Labrador co~unifies, but their more recent 

affilia~ion with ·. Indi~ns and. wlth . t~appi\g ha~ l .eft 'th~. o~lt . 
. ~ .. . . 

qf LIA organisll~ion·.3 No.r 'are · th.ey. · included in the land · 
. ' 

NMIA, and _North West River haa 
• ' ' • It 

claim.' negotia~ions of · ·the 
. -· ., . . . 

. . 

·. 
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. ~· ~ . 

. . ~ 

I : 
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.. 
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· long· since lost its -native 'status. 
f 

However, ·there is grow-

' ing ~nt~r~st in a newly formed Me~is Association. 

!«"" .. . 
* *· * .. 

' ' ~ 
_. . -rhere are sev_e~al. -types_ of . ·data_ 1available ·. whic~l - _are 

5>8-~ti~ent ·--.to iny study. · Primary ·sources. of histo-rical . data 

'ai'~-~-r/sh~sha tshi t . co.v.r.ing North· · west includ_e . gover·~~nt 
··. ' . 

docU.Uents . on ~he --boundary dispute in the 1929s, Interna':":' 
. • • • 4 • 

-~,iona~ Grenfeli .-'Association : records· and. publi~~tions,- ~ - · - ~nd 
' . . 

~ Hudson's Bay Company .. records and . documents.· ~ Se~ond_a:f7Y . 

. sources of · d~~a include both academic studies ·and memoirs • 

. Vaino ·, 'ranner (1944) refers to N6rttl-· west River in a . 
,r 

- . ,. ·. . . . .. "'" 
qompr~hens.i.ve ap~ount, of Lab'rador to~~r'ds. t~~ end of . ~the, fur 

· trade. · He predicted· that Indians would acculturate to the 

_Sett~ers• _ environm~~-tai adaptation~ which . he saw . as much 

.·more successful • . More' recentl,y, Zimmerly . (1975) has examine·d 
I ' '-, • ' • ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 

ttie ~ bhange from subsistence to cash· .. economi .. in cent'ral 

Labi:.adk ·as .it · affecfle.d -~ettlers. 
- . 

Other . academic studi'es· of : N_orth west River: co~centrate 

on the Montagnais.- Innu population.· 1'. Speck • s · (1935 an-42) .. :. . . . . . . ·.. . . . . .. . 
• ·~ worlc .on . the diatt;J.~.ution of .. MonJ:agnai~~~~skapi . ·b8:nds .in .the .. . ' . ' . . , . . 

.*Labrador interior includes the Innu of North·. West :River, a~ 

· do's Leaco~k' 8 (1954'~ JAss_ and 196 9) . w·~i ting -o~ · ba~a·. ~~rue- . 
ture a~d the . effects of the·· fur . trade on band organis~ti6n • .. 

. . . . ": . \ ' ' . . . . . ·~ 

.. ·' 

·;· · 

· .q, . 

.· .~ · 

,.. 

. . 

·These stUdie~ . of Innu band life complement more recent .. stu- . ~ · 
' ' ' • ' I ~ ' I ···. . . . \ 

dies .which are pri~arilr interested in.,the effects of EurQ-
. ' ' . . 

' '. .. 
' . . ' . , . 

·:-, 
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pean ~nfluence, on. traditional hunting lifestyles. McGee 
. . ~ .... 

(1961) examines conditions amongst the Indians just prior to 

., and around ~edentarisat.~on, . and .Adr-ian · Tanner's ~ork (~977), 

on ·Indian . land UEie·. and o~cupancy for the 'land c~aima pro-· o 

I . -

_....,.._,_· ' 

ject, iricl udes : . some 
. . 

sta tem·~nts on 
. 

-' towards , . 
. ... 

·settlers • . 
' ·· '. 

Elliott Me~ rick . (193l) ·a~d · Ellz.abeth ·Goudie (1973) ·, in 

their ' _memoirs, . : offer .· inte_r~~ting accounts 0~ . the . trapping 
• ' • • • • •• t: • ' '#,. . . . . . ~ ~ . • - . . J 

way· of.' life duririg the· f~r . trade perio~,.:. refer.ring occasion~ . 
' . . . . ~ . . 

ally ·, to ·x'~d:ians ~nd' to the en~ounters betw'een . th~ and . the .. . 
. . 

Settlers in tb, interior. 11lelli .D.ua magazine also has col-· 
? • • • 

lectep num.eroua· st~ries of ~he .past which ·fu{ther . illustrate . 

the ;~-ettl~r td~pping '4festyle. · · · ·· ~ ' · 
. . l 

-- - - -

so·. far · there has . been .. 'no . . . substantial st,udy · of ·the 
• . . ~ 

. settler popl:llati.on, ~or .a study of· th.e ,peculi.ar ethnfc posi":" . 

. tion of the Settlers in North W~st River~ . 
V . . . 

'\ • •• • 
~ 

t . . . . 

Indian/white 
..... 

relations .have seldom been approached 

, t~~~ugh· · . ~ th~J ey~s ·a~d.o m~nd_s of .. the no·n-Indian ·:parti.ci~ants,. 
. · as ·. is the iJ~ent of _. th_is ~~e~is~ In th,is analysis, · Indiana 

are considered o·nl_y· · peripherally ~s ·anything niore than a . 
;. I · . • · ' , ' . , , : ,' • • 

1 black bOx', whereas the Settlers.• perceptions of Indians ·. · -. . ,. . . 

u'sed · .as a .window .through which ·to _. Niew the ·aevelopment 
. . I , ·. . . . . . . . . . . . .• 

are 

settl~r . · identi.ty· and social character. · ·The. ·self-
~ . 

of·· 

. : ref'lective 
· . . ' 

. ·-

I 

t 

' \ :'· 

.. · 

· .. · 

·, . ... 
- ~ 

.. ·, 
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that perceptions_ of ethnic identity are cased upon the . 
. , I ' - . 

• . recogni ti~ _of, .•differe_nces between self and other. ;/In_ 

expr~sing : ~rception~ ·of Indians, . ·sett-lers are explo~ing 
. and .. co~unicating ' these differen'ces . in a social · arena. •rt 

follows; then, that :settler ~rceptions, of , ·Indians say ,as _ ., 

· ·· · m_~ch .· __ about . _ Se~tl.~r~': ·:~rc~ptlons _of -~ tb-~s~l~es .• heY do < .. 

. · abou~ Iiu:Jians.; Thus; . a~ examina-tion of the process of . boun-
. (.. . . . ' . ' . - ' . ' 

. d~ry · :- mai·ntenandt becomes the starting point ·· for ·an -expiora-
... 

tion ,·of intern~ ·structure • . ·. · ·· · · . . ' 

_·, Th~ devel.opnerit .of internal str.ucture does not:. occur in . .. ' ' . . ' . . . . '. 
... . .,• 

isolation ~rom a w~de.r social s"etting1 and tb~refore, ·tp.is ~ 
. . 

stu_dy . lil.so ~s · to examine the .effect_s that exter-nal influ-

ence 'have -on the sh~pin<J of the · Indian/se·ttler boundary. , ~ ,· 

- --·--- \ . an~logy -suggested by paleo~agneti·sm~ a phen~menon ·' enco.un-
· f' tared in ·geology, iil~strates . the kaleides.copic effect. that 

. ' . . . . . .· . 

,uch infl-uences have· on ·the d~velo~ent . of 1nte~nal social · · 
. . . . 

. · · ·-~~ru~~ure~ · P_aleom~gne~lsm- defcr~be's th·~ -r~_ten~i~n ~f magne~ 

· tism in rock. ~he posi t;ion of any roc.k -in rel'!-tiQn . ·to :the . 
: . 

-~agnet-ic : _pol.e chang~s throughout its history~ .during whicb 

time it is· ~so subject to · . pressur ·~· _ .'and he~t~· _The, com-

/ ponehts · of the ro~k taiut' on ~agn~t'ic al-ignments· wh~n they' . 
' · , I • • "' • • • • 1J : . I . . . 1 • ,, ' ' . , 

are _in a .suitable stat.e· of flux p~oduce_d fr91ll the heat ·· and . 
' & 

·. One piece . -'Of rock - .~an aoqui·re sev~r8J. . ~agnetic . .. 
a~ 1g~u1ents over time, each resulting from d~fferenVl'ign~_ 

... ·' - . . . 
It is as if the- rock w·ere ·a ·. menta_ with the. ·magnetic -pole. 

;' . . . ' . . 

' I 

_.- _· piece .of bl.ottin.9 .'Pa~~. taking up impressions· fr_om i~s . ·. sur-;: . ... 

· . . ' 
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t:oundings Defot:e being moved and absorbi:hg -difterent· impr'&s-
-· 

sions in. its new position 
' 

over ·the olaer impress~ons. The same ·principle .. can be 
,. . 
applied to the ibricolage• of Settler perc~ptiona •of Indi-

anf-11 where extern~l . . al~gnment.s ... influence· ~nternal struc-
., 

tures, thus· fo·~:ming a • s·ocio-macjnet'is~. • 5 

Influences from outside th~ Settler communi~y have 

acted very much 
J • ' • • 

as magnet~c pUlls on the pet:c'epti.ona of . . . . \ . . 

Settlers, and·. each··· change in ext~rnal influence has resul fed 
. . 

I ... 

in ·an absorption · ·of correspond_in~ val:ues which_. · are t 'hen 

reflected in a yariety of perceptions. Any ·give~ _percepti,on 

may be comprised of . nume~ous influences, since - the community 
' . I ' ,' 

" is in a · .constant state o·f flux. ·contemPorary influences ,are 
' ~ ' .. . 

liJce magnetic fields, pulling th~ f'racjments 9f )he community· 
' . . 

into ~n alignment whi·ch pre~i~us .alignments resist. In the 

community at.any given .time, there-is a struggle between old 
. ' . . I . 

alignments and' new, , w~th many of ~he old alignment~ them- . 
' . . . . . . . 

. ·se;tves . being equally polarised. - lt ._is .within t.his contin'u~ · 

ous state of flux that new alignments . are formed, using or 
' . 

rejecting uld. structures, and the volatile' nature of change · . 
'provides. sociAl.- actot:.s with the pb.s~ipi!'ity of a multipJ..e . 

num);)er 'of roles. . ' .. ,. ' . . . . .. 
Thfs thesi~, . ·then, is a st.udy. of coth ethnic . boundary· . 

r' . : . . . . . . 
mainten~nce and social ~t·~:uc.tur~ ·within one ·. e~bnic g~oup in 

· ... 

a community. It is concerned · with , · tbe part .Played by .. · 

.:_. 

' . ·.· 

·. , I 

'I ' -

... . -· 
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. . 
Settlers in the . developmen~ and fr~gmentation of S~ttler 

• 
ethnic identit~. The survey _ of literature on ethnic1ty 

. . 0 • 

given bel·ow attempts to pla~e this study withi_n ,the · spectrum 

Qf studies o·n ethnici ty, . arid makes. clear the tangential 

position of the thesis with·. regard to other theories of eth-
' ' • ... • 1 I " . •• 

. o~c int~raction; 
.,_ 

* * * 
. ' 

·The field of ethnic studies ' cover.s . many aspects of 

.. group . 're~'attons and identity mana·gement, 1nO~Ud1ng _studies. 

concerning 'group. members· versus' out~iders, _. po~itical . ' . .: •. 
managers of ·group ·identity and· bo.undaty maintenance between 

. . . ll . 

different groups.· As· a field _of st-udy, it has been · criti-- ' 

' · 'cised for its lack Of theor.etical a~rection. · .van den Berghe ' 

attributed this -to the ubiquity ··of .the phen~menon of . ---- . 
.ethni-

city f •xt ·is sti~l premature .. to -speak of a • -the~ry of plur-
.... . . . . ' . . 

alism' - (which incl.udes ethnicity in van den Ber.ghe• s. defini-
., 

. tion), and indeed it is do'ubtfUl · that any such distinct- body 
' .. . . . ' . -

of theory will ever: emerge, for. plur-alism is nothing more 

than 'a·: set'· of -basi_c charactez::i's~i~s . common ·t~ a great number 

of the world's societies• (1973:961). 
' . . . 

· ·f\ .Bowever,·· Anderson 'a~d Fridere's .(1981) have ,attempted to 
I •' • ' • ' • . ..... 

give a summary of approaches to 
. . . . . . \ 

ethnici~y. They discern two 
·' conflict, and -basic · .. perspe·c~ivesa · · fi.rstly~ 

. \ \ . r 
secondly, . . -

. ·. exchange .. and symbiosis. 
,' ~ ' . . . . Bi~~er of 'these ~r·apectives can 

·.· .. ,· ~ 
. : bav~· a 

. . 
psychological,' . or 

' ' : ·' . 
a · socio~structural. . · orit'mtatibl). -.. 

' ' 

,' ~· 

.. . . . 

' ' 

. .. 

• . · 

... 

. . ··., 
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.. 
Whilst most studies exhib~t a bias toward$ one•or more of 

. 
these approaches, no study uses one · single . perspective to 

the ex~u~ion· ot ~1 others. 

De vos (1975 :6) sees •conflict as a normal or chronic. 

condition ·in pluralistic• society". and· he believes ··tba~ 

theories sho~d t .aks this . into consideration. Bonacich 

(1972)~~u~the concept. of •antagonism• to ' embrace all lev~ 

e~s of . conflict fr9m overt behaviour, /'such as ·_riots, to 

. ~ .. ' 

. ·. - . t . . " . 
disqrfminatory institutional arrang~ents.· She describes a · · 

situation of a ·~split labour market• where an immigrant 
' ~ • I . ' # / 

populati'on . pr~vides cheap labour which undercuts iocal 

· labour costs, causing a division in 18bour along ethnic 

lines~ This phenomenon· is use~ by Bonacich to form a model . .-r. ----- - ---· 

ot confl'ict based on the coincidence of ethnicity and class. 

•. 
.. ~ 

., ... 
' • 

, ,' . 
. . .. 

. ' 
' .. ' ... 

: . , . . , 

:.· ': 

. . . ... \ 

Teal and Bai (1981) criticise Bonacich for not expand-

.ing the correlation between class and etbnicity . further. 
. . · 

For th8f eth.nicity b~com~s subsum~d into the· class conflict a 

"Neither social class nor ethnic · \r.oup formation can be ---
'~ .... -

analys~d primarily . by referring to ethnicity • . iather, . what. 

is requi.red· is an und~rstandil)g of · the underlying relations 
.. 

of production• (198lllB2). However, conflict·can arise also 
, 4 I \ \ ' . 

from matters other than class or . economic differences (see 
0 . , • 

Anderson and· Pr.ideres, 198~) • 
\ 

) 
De vos believes th.at no ·analysis if!l complete without . ·a 

' . 
' · .. \ .. 

' psychological . approachz ·one cannot fully underst~nd the ' :.:,;: 
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for.ce of etl)nicity without -examining i)l some detail its 

influence ori the personality of mino.rity grou~ members. It 
I 

I ; 

is insuffici-ent to examine ethnic group behaviour directly 
\ 

Onl;Y from the vantage point o.f sQci'al structure or social 
• • f . - .. 

. pro_c~ss• (1~7~:8). ~~aroe• s ·(1975) ~tuay o~ r_el~tion_s on a · 
. . . - . , . . - ~ . 

prairie Indian reserve, takes . a strongly ·psychologi.bal 
. f · . . 

· \ ' . .. 
· approa~h to~ards a situ~tion · of . confl~ct.- H~ .begins with 

- ~~ffman·· s · ' ~1959J . co~cept - .. of :tn~ self .~s being ·sacred, and ·; 

his analys~s pivots around ·the profanation ·of' -_the Iridial'{ 

s'elf which occurs as a. result of Indian/white relatl_ons·. 
. , 

Braroe states that •A self is the outcome of communication 

~n social' irite~;action• ~1975 :8). ,-· and he argue~ that •respect 

• •• is nece_ssarily a component of eyery. social 1nteraction• 

(1975133) •. But Indians do not receive such respect in t'heir 

· interactions with whites, which leads.' to withdraw·al on the 

Indians• · part •. Lithnian. (1978) dis(j:ur6es this point in bis 

. analys~s of why ·Indians p~efer to remain in · poverty on 

.reserves .rather than move intb white· communi ties. 

hav.e 

. ... 
Inglis (1970), ~arstens ; (1971), 

. t-· 
and ·. Stymeist (1}75) 

. ......-

examined the effects of _government pol1cies on 

Indian/white relations, · an analysis . which refle.cts ·a soci'O-
\ , ' .. 

·>;-.:. structural perspective. The argwnerit put .f"orward by_ Inglis ;· 
·.. . . . . . ' \ 

:t. · .. · in~his analysis of the relatiori~ll-ip between the India~ :agent X·... . . . .. . . . . ·-

. - / 

.. 
' .·: 

.. .. ... 
' . ) 
. "· :.--

. •' 
., . 

\ 
. -~ ., 

. . i · 
1 . I 
I I 

.· '\ 

/ 

;}.::~-. . and the • Indian· elite i~ a reserve conmiun-!._9. is tha~ _ .the _ ,I· • ' 

f.t):). study of an · Indian band doJ~ not lead ~o ~n und~rstandi~g ~~ .. 

~i£ ·, tradition~ Indian society, bec~~Be ~he ba~d· i~ ~rti""tc1.auir . . ;: 

~;,:( ~ : , I /:- ~.. 'I :•. ;. '.;:;. 
~},:.-: . · • • " • I . ' ~l . , I . ; . ' ._:·<l~ 
~~-!~:;\ ": ' ' ' . I ' I ' '\" f • ' ''' ,' .,, ~ ' )' ~·; . . . . . . s . . . . . . ' . . .. ... · .. w.·.\. '· . . . . . . . . -· .,. ~ . . ' '·'' 

'<'ii~;,;\:lr i·~~~~~· ,:,:.:.:0Q;;d:~§t}:;;;:: . ;i;s:i,l;.;,~ji~;.,;\,',, ,;,;:; ;,,,,;; ~.~,;;~ , ,;; ,.l. ~0;; ;;. ;. : r: i •,.< _:, ;: ,i~" ': ; ) .; .. · ••. ~ ... · .. :, ',\;:.:;:;it 
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created and .ma;tntained by the' ·government. ·Although 'this 
' ... . . 

fact is often recognised in s~udi.e&-, Inglis. argues ·that many 
. I . . 

,) of the lat.ter still attempt· t
1
b analyse the . situation : as .-. 1-f 

the effects. of goJer~ent ~-i~Je~v~ntion ~ere not pre.sent~- - .A~d 
f . 'I • ' 

he ~ug~~s~s th~t mo_r~ can b~i l~arn.ed_ ~bou~ In~ian . b~-~~ - .1-i~~ · 
if . the effects of c:lOVerJUDf!nt' ~c:'tions and .pol iciea · are seen . . , 

as :~~n~ral~, · Carst.;n·s discJs~es ' the 'i~lu-~nce · o~ . · c~-~~~i'~g~ . 
I . ··. , ~ . • 

gov:ernmental r· po.licy, ··on I,hcuan band .-iife-.an.~: 'coins ~~_e ; t~rm 
" . 

• adminis~_rative determiniSm' · to describe· ~ t. . _ stymeist' s 
-· .·· 

, , , . 
~ork ·_begins by cons~d~ring various attitudes held bY. whi~e~ , . 

' '::" 

in Crow Lake. ·· B~ rej-ects these -" as being . insuffic1ez:lt to 

explain the social· isolation· experienced by 'the Indi-ana in 

contsast to other ethnic groups of the community. ·~ae con-
!.- .· 

. . . 
~clu~es tl)at ·.~t; is- the white g'Iotips• ~eliance o~ the adm~nis~ 

' ' ~ .,. ""• I 1 \ < 

tration of government • afd' which kee,ps the · .J:ndiana aa ~,. 

pariah g~<?UP_• These Jtud.ies show the. neces$i ~~.· Qf · !Jnd~r-.\ _ 
. I 

1 
. 1 

standing the relevan,ce of government act on,_ government pol-

icie·s, ~n~ adininistrat~ve lruc~ures ,in the life of . a small 
. . d ..... "'· "" 

•Q 

community. • 
'o ,· 

·.·All approaches discussed ab~ve have some relevance . to 

the situation in North West Rivet-Sb~shatshit./ so·cial con-
' \. .. ' .. 

'fllct ·appears on many levels in relations between ~n~ian~ 
•. "') . . ' 

and Settlers of '··. North · West River-~heshatshit;, . ~nd· is th~ ~ 
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; I ·r resuft of .. ·~Oth h!stori~·al an,d c~~tempo_~arY;, . Clif,fer,n~·~··..... . .I . . ... 

:· .. -. · ...... ' . j Bonaci ch' s concept . ~f . antag9nism applies . to t;his ai t;_ua tion · ~, <:~ 

{ : /\ becaua~ the int8ract1ona:tt 'the Ip.diana &lid ·s8t.~era' t8~:e · . · "~ 
'k '" .. , 4\ 

4 v . 1' • .... ; .. ~1 F< ·: . - . -. . . . . , .. i • . . . . • .. . • -:.. . \ - .' ). 
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; ~ :- · . . , 1 ~ fr·o~ ov,ert. t~ ~.mplicii: -~~. With . limi~d , au~ce~tb~i :- \ :2 
{ / .. . . model .of. cc;>n~: in.: a ' ~it l'abOur .... m.arke,li • .. ca!' . a-;:.~ be . ; • 

~~~ - · applied- to Nortl) west ~iv.e~;-.. sh;~hatshit J,h~r~.: wage. · iabou~ ' · - · ~_. .:+· 
~><· · . . . . / .. ,··· -·. · ... · .. _· ... ·; . , ... · .. ~·. , ·.·~ 
::-:-: .... ·.~ has Deen almost excl..usively .carried ·out "'by·· settlers;- · .~6~ · ...... '.··. 

' _ _ ' em, . ": ~tb ·_ cbe- {!>&: ·-~f . the ;~~1 • as -tb; ~ m~~ Qt~plO~;' .. :1': .. _·_··_ .•. 
_> ·~ '- ,. tbe~e i~ ~:no longe~ a sig~i.ficant di_v~~-on in .. l.abjU~- ~: ~e\twe_eh --: ~:._-~: ~~:. 
:~~ .. < ' ·Ir.d~an~. and Settlers w.itbin the two - coinm~n~ tie.~ (al th~ugh_ a -, '~~ 
· .· ·._ - ·· · · f•ew settlers· c~~ut~· t~ ··work in ·Happy -~~lley-~oo·s.e :s~y ~ · .. 

·':. . . . ,• . '-. -·. - : 
~' . '\\'bereas :t~cuans ·do -not). --=- , 

·-· ·- •, . . . \ ,· · ·.~~-- .. . . ·: . :· ... : . ::: 
·.·.· .. 

·- • - : · ,::- • ' • I -- .. • • • \\ ' : ,,.'- , 

:·\;~!* ·· caU~e; ~:::~r ~;ndd~:::::::~ · ~::ge~:~~o:=
1

·~:~::~ :;: ·· . · ... ';; 

. -. · : a~th·o~~h·· ·.~h~-~ ·.t~s o~~e~. ·~r~~~~t~ : ·~ra~<?~'. s ·d~·~~r~p~lon ~~ ~ ~h~ .·._. ; · ~ >.:·~j 
'· ", :~ -· , 

1 
. . .d~nigr ~~i~it ~ th~ f~dti.it sei~ thi:o ugh~ th&~r : rel atio~j.~ i tb _· . ·•· · ;:·.fg 

: _·::,.- · -~bit~s, ahd ·Lithman''s . aiscussioli 'of- the . Indian:.- pref~rence . · .. · ·'-' > 
t , . .: . • • • •• • • • • ~ ':' • • . • . • ·• • •. • ·• ; . . . ••. - . 

•', . ·. . ... - ---- -- ------· . -----·- ·--- ------- .. . -- ·--- . ---·-~· 

. -fo~r livi!lg .on: ~~·~servest_ .-. also ~elp . ~o--~~~1-~i~·: .. · .~h;z- _··.~~-~ _ ~c~ ~i:.~ -:~> ~.< 
.. main~aifted · ·in everyci~y. tra_nsacti9ns · in . Nor.~h · • West iver-._ ·.. . .·;.~ 

. . . ~ . . 
Shest~atshi t. . . - ·. · .· · ! ·- A • • _ •• · : • :-: - . > ... :.: 

1 .... I .·. · .. ·: 
; . . ' . . . -: _. / : .·; 

J;'itally·, th'e effects 'of ·go.O.errunent--pal icies are. fel.t ~c)- .· ' . ' 
, • , , • ' I , , t • • :.. ;' ~: 

' .. . , \ . ' . . . . . ._. . . . ; .. . . 
. . -:Less 1·~ 'No;th . west · Riv~r/Sheshatshi7 tban elsewher.e, . as th~ . 

. -·. -!. ..... . . . 
. ·.·. ' 

... . 

> . - ..__ ..... .. ', 

.~ - .. 
• .. 

. . . ·. ·. . . \ . . ~ . . . . 

·,· . . . . <· d~c~_s1on to _c~ose_ .. ~b~ .·~o~pita\ shows. · ·rundin.~ ·:to th~ .~a~ra:- • . ~ 
- dor, ·~o~es ie . control. led by pol ley, and· its flexttlility -- -:- .... 

' ·..:. \ •· ~ • • •. --; .... : . .. . _(' . ,_ \:o ·. • . ... . • . • • --; • • ~ : . •• ~ ,::.' 

'·.:· >--___ · · is , alSo·. ri!stdctiid-by. aclminist'ra.tion; . Now that North ·West: .-~ 

~. _ · · .. · , __ R~~~r • is . :~e~rate fi:~- Slieshatshi~; ci~£-ler8ni: furid

8 

.. i

8

_n

8

_g

8 

__ :~n. ptri:·~a1·.• __ ·.· ·_·. •· .• ; 

.~ .:·, , ~ :. grammes apply_. to each' adininistrativ,~ ·unit. ·lt,' is I··_. ' ·• 

;:.:;. . -: .. ~- .. t~':.->~e . . aware ·· .-~f .t~e .. ef~ects .. of _ pol'ic;~~-. and . administr~tioli . .. . "·.~.:.~ .. 
:: l • •• • ' • • • ...... ' .. ~ ' • • : ' .. • • '• • • • ~· . • • ..~ • • Ill • • • ,• • • ~ -~~ 
·:; · ·. · · · ·. fQr ·an . understanding. of .these communi ties. , ·· ,::.' 
~·-~:~:.:. .: . ~ . . . ' . . . .:____ . . . ' . ~ }; 

:-. ·- .:. ·.•· 
\ ~-:· · • .• ~ • • • • • . . ..! '_t .. 

·'r.:o."' · • · · • . · • • ' . , 
~-- · "': . l' • ' ..... .. \ : ·:·_.! 
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, ., . . ~ . .. . : · l.~ 
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"' • ' f • •-.. ' • ...... • • I • • • ... ., ' ' ' ~ ; : ' .. : -----:----- ' ' ··-- ., . ' . / . ~ . . ~>;)-' 

, . ••. .. • • ' • 1 . ; : 

~. ·. . . . - --.. 
.;.-• ~· • • ,/ o • ' • ' ' ' • ~ ~ • ''" --.,.__:_:,_ ____ ,.- I • .: ~-

,··~· -,·~,~~~~ . Lithin~n ~n~ .Bra~oe _· aeal __ d·i.r~ly wi_th th.( __ -~ndi·~n per- , 
t. \ '. • ..________ • • . • ; • \ . • •• • 

:~ .. :· · _>~ _-~s~i.ve, ·. ~hen · -ana~ysing · .r~sponses to · ·interaction . · in _ ._ .-
~- ... · . . . , . . . --~ - . . . .. ·. . .. . . . . . . ... . ~ . . '· , 

....., In~i·an/ttb4e· . rel.ati9ne.. Inglis and_ Carstens .. . ~xa~i_ne th'e 
. . •' ........ , --:-_ . . . ... . . . . . . ------ ~ . . . . . . -~ "-...: 

, --eff-ects ·of· . g()v-ernment .. 'pol icJ:es on · I~dian · life and ·-the 
. . ' . . . . :~ . ~ ................. _ .. ·- . . . "' . . - . . . . ' . . . . 

' • to ... ··_, 

re .. -~rise·s· ot· ~~dtans i:o~ .. government agencies. . In all . cases, 
. ' . .. . ""-

'· -•· · · -. - the . · · treatm~nt- .9f · whi'tes. - ~ii'. gr9ups or· individual~ .i~-per,i-
--..:. ' . . .· : . .-:: ',. : . . . - \ 

ph-eru • . very few . studl'e·s 'an.alyse" the 'attitude's held by - t~e . . 
1
1 · __ white . _groUps;-in. t'hri"~interactions w-~~di~~· · _A su•rveit~"~ _ •. -.• • 

· conducted· by Pontings. and Gibbtns (1976) -~_iruis very:_ general" . · _-- ---~ 

-· ~ ' 

. . . ..... -. 
:-: .=--- ~ -·· . -- ... · 

;.: \ ~ . ·. 
,,_._ ' ... 
··, . 

. . . . . I . ":---;...__ . : . . . · . ,· . • '. : 

~-i·· · _ : _'· .. . .: trencis in ' white ·'· ca'nadian at~itu.des~ . some bf · wbi'ch"~· .. . - ~. :~ 

r,: ( . · _ _ , . . . inte~e~~!_ngo\)~ev,er'~h~~sS, ,this surVey ' d0~s not .• an,uyse ~ 
;T·:.: ··=· .·. : _·, . _ perspe~tive~ : h~~d ··.by ... _ ai · _si~gle . -~-h.it~·-group~ b.uti_ ---~-~t~~~~ ·~s . . -~ ·· .: :·._. 

:\:. ·. . a~ · -_ ~ppraiflal c)£ · . · t~end~ i -n . ·gen~ral_ . · .... cana· ~an · .. so~ietr-~ ..: · ·. -~ .· 
~:t~~;- _- ·: , · :· . . -~ .· · · )\lt~~u~b·-~o~~ . s-~udi·e~ · a~o~t .= a · · - r~~~e :·. o~ :· . .- :· · pr~a~h~·a,-·- · ·tti~; -~-us_u~· . . ~~- ..... _ : ~ 
t:.:.·_,__- :. : ~ - .. - . · .. - .. ·· :. ·.·. · :-:---- ,-.:_\ ·. . . . · . .. . . ' ~ ,' : . . - . · ... ~·. . . .. . · .. ·. ': : . 
·~ -~ - · . ~ alll' do so wlth reference to · the Indians' p~rspective. ·. . ·:·: 
:1i.:.: - ·~ , , :.· . ... ~-- ·.. . . . · .. "\'~-;,~~ . -· ~ -.·. . -... .. . . . .. ·• ,·. · _;! : 

:_:: '· ,_ .. Of -·iu1.· the· studi'es . outl~d above, the-7 one ca~ried . out . ~ · · ~ 

:,_,- - · · · - by stymeist most Clos&ly ·, P":~l~ ~he _ app~OaCh ~f ~ _ •.. __ • ~-
:·.· ·. .. ·:-~ .thesia_- ·· ... _ stym~is~. · ~tt~mpts to ex~-~i~ ~~~wh_ite re~~tio~s \. . . .. ·:· ~ 
~.-. . with ref.er_enc~ · to·.· e,xternal · irifluences, and·---exp'!o_res non- ; . 
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. ·~~: . . ' 
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. " . . . . . . . . · .. . "'. ... < I I ~mmons~lilfe-:knowledge• ··18 the ·phrase S9hutz used' . in 
.. . . . I ~, . . . . ' . . ·. f: • 0 I • • • J D • • : • • I ' 

. t · . : · con~fast. to · a·~ientific. r_at~onality t9 . des~ribe .... the· way ~ peo-

. ' • ! . : .· . .. , ... · ; : I .'.' • • . ; : • ' ' . . " , : . 

jpl~ . m_a~~ ~ens~ · ~f. ~th~i·J; ·SOci·~- ·environment •. .:: , 'Itr. ~ncl~des 

/ (the . ~ st~c~· ~~ :. _kno~l~·d~e . .. ~.t -~·nd, ·.~. _o~ k~ow.le~g~·· .. drawn ~.~~m 
.· . . . . . "' .. ·' . . . ' . .. . '. . . . ' . .. . ~ .. ·, .. . 

/ .. socl~ expe~i.ence, · ·t~e natl,lral ;· at~itude of : everyday·. -1i~e,• 
. , I ' ' ' . . , , ·. • .. ' 

'. / or the 'ac~eptance .of ·. _.the ·.Social ~~rl~ · .~s ·:factu~i; ... and •the 
. • • f • 

·· · ' practi:c~s: .' of :co~o~sense reasoning, ·· or . social . · J~£nowle.dge 
. ' . . . . . . .· . . -... '. - . .. . ' . . . \. --.... ~. . . . . . : .• .... . .·· . 

· ;.: de~i,ed from. a sharJ!d . u~~erstand~n~ ·.~~ . expet:J..e~~.es . .. Comm~"':' ,, 

• • J 
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. / - . . \ . . ·. . : .· . . "", ' . . . . ~ .. · . ' -
·sense ·.kno~ledge and .scieneific rationality coex1~t1 . ·occ~py-- · . :. 

/ • . . 
. . . . . . , ' ~ ' .. . --: ·.. . .. :: .":....... . . . . ... . . . . .· . . .· ... · ~ . . . . . 
·;·/: ·. · . ing ·dif£erent : · arenas, . but neither constitutes .an·. exclusive · · 

:_·;_:.: · •. ~eai~ty. >lls~ea~, ~h,ey · r·ePreaent dif~ei:~iit met:h~d~ O_f ,:i.ew-: . ~ · - .. . . . . . . . -. . r . . . 
~~(."< /· ·.. . . . in~ ·. th~. · ~~e .. ~e.~l~ty·, -: a~d -~~1~··. ha~: . the . ·~~f~~t:: .9f· ... ~ra~ent:i.n?:·_' . . .. . . . 

~}.::.,: ...... . · •. • · .· ~~~.~~·~ty .in~o ·. mant\ .~i·ff~rent ~e~li~ies.~ .. · aa~~.e.r . . than· _c~~t ·. ··. 

·:·,~::_; · . - ~~ :i ts'Etl.f ~o : one ' ieal:ity, e_thnomethodology :er'i:s on ' the··~ side: of ' ::· 

:Ki1 

.•• · ' saying" !'h'\~ ~~ere ~s -'~o .~e~~ty beyo~d s.oci~ Cl>n~~tu~t;ioit, :_ : · . 

'-) ~ .. ;_,_ / -~~·~~ 
, ·• . I ~ 

I;, ' 
":., · f J 

;:~· ~· ./' . 

.:.;;···!. .· ,., , ' 
,-1· -, ' 

)._; : .. ·. ·. :. ; 

.•• ;I ' ~ . 

.......... ' , 

.. West .River ·. 'on two : ·level 8. ' ' On the 'one hand;· :.I commonsense -
. .· ·.· . . . ·, .. :. ~ ·,, . ... . .. · i __ ;·_ --. ~~ ·· -~-- · - -- ''.:: .. ' ' 

. . :. knowled~· · .adequately describes. the· way. in~ . which ·settl'ers 
• • • ~ ' . . • ' . • • • • • ( • • • • • ' -: M • • • ' ... '• r 11 "· ! - ' : t ' • • 

·, :make ·~ sense of . thei.r · SOGiety, ethnic;L·.iw, . . a·nd identity • . ·On .the· . 

' . .. 

. ' - ... . ' . - . ' ' - · . .- . ' : ' - IIi .. . .... ' .. ''. - .. .. . . . '· ' . : ' ' ' . .: . 
... other · ··hand, :t ·he · fragmentation . of · social · realities · as ' ··· · · ·· 

• ~ • ' ... , ~ f' • 

~;T,~,-,,..., ~ .. 
I . • 

.. . :dt:uicribed ·by ' ~chutz . ···in • 'his~ CO~trasting ·. of. I commons~nse . 

some 
,·,•;. ... • . I 

~·t> .e.xtent, : - ·th.e · : w~y. · · s.ocial · expe.rienoe ·. ' is · ·t ragmerite~;. ··for 
~~ .• ~t.~ : •. , . . I . . . . , . . ~ . ~ . 

;· :.:-.-. . ·Settlers. ~ Settlers as· bricoleurs· construct ·. e"eryday · sociAl u.,..,_ 
·~\ ' : . .. .. . . . . . ..... - ~ . ' ' 

;ir·:~::·... . ·. · . · .. 'realities f_~oUi · ~e r.m.~arit.s · of dive~se;. ~s~ expe.rience·s, ·· : · ~~.!i 

~{. • _ · : · . • ; t .he&e constructs · a{e, .· then ~- ~ppu;c:&ble -1~ ~Pe~1f 1e ' so c~U , 
~~.~./_.::_·· . . -
• • I , , ,. , 

(;;~ ' . . . ~ .· . . . . -< . . . . . . ' ;. 
/¥.)'<! : ... .' . ,• ',.' " ' ' . : ' . . : : ·: • . . ' . • . ' .:;'.' 

~~)!;:r.~i~·iL}~i->~·~:;;<~s~~:,:./~:~~ ·::;~; ..... ··.; ··; .. :~-.. :~: ;.:-. :·~. ·i ;~~- ... >:/ ·.::~ ...... :;:;_:.;: .. :::~:.: ':: ~:: .... \·< .-:\.:: ·i ·_,:· ... . ::·:_:;·:_ :;(:~ .. : .. \ : ):.:; ;.{:1.:!. :,;_.·r ·· / ::::,.·_~.-; .:~ . ~.::: .:·~;;~: .. :.· ~~ :··~~ ;_ .. '~-~ . :.: : .. <:.". ::,, ::.:\::; J::;.·:~~i 
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!!': . . · .. ~ . '_ .. situ~~ionS. ·· . ·It -i~ p.;~Ll;_·~;i; th~ iira~eri~~~i<in :f ~oc;~ ' ... ·}: 
• , ·." I I. • .~~ • • • • • , • , " • • o. ' _ ~· ''d , ' • ,t ' • e ' : ,, :' ,~' 1 ', t . ' ' ' · f . ... :· · ' •~ •' ' .. • .'· ..... , ~;:~ 

r: ,· ' . , , :::er~:::~ :a·tlk::s:~t:n~:::\::~:::n:t::::~ : :;;:::::::: · .. ·T;: 
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· ~.-.::·· ·· ·.·· R~ppoit. .. · .· :::.:·:.· ··.. . . ·. ~ .. ·.: ... .-,:;· 
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' . . . . . •. . ·.. . . . . . . ~ . . . . . - ~: .. : 
\ ·In Frame, Analysis, . Goffman . fragments society by .. explor- • .· : ~ 

lilg ~·ram~s.~ .: . ~h~·. ~~e~~l.' br~ugbe\fo~~ard iri · rr.~me . . ~aiyaij .. is . ':.·<.> 
.. ~,.that ·.t.he . impo.rta.~t ·ciit.ertori of· · a~~ly~i:~ .. ·in so_ci~~: ., ·-J.rtt.t?r.~c~·, ···.' . : · : .~:··-.:~·: 

~· I ·"" . ;, . : · _. . . .: . • · . • · . , .: ,. :'.a. . .. ..:_ __ ---r · •· . • ' '- ._,.._..-:""t . p • • • • •• •• • : .. :~ . .. 

. · ·, . ··~:. ·. ~i~n : .. i .s .. _.~b~· .: . • ~.~~e ' ·.' · o_r .' ·co_n~:e~~ :·.- .~~ _w~ic ... . t~~ : ·~~t~r:a~ti~y< _-: .... _ ·: ·:::/. 
· ., ·. takes place •. · Contexti .'· for . Goffman, · . J,nclu es ·· .. p·erceptions . . ·. · .. ·. :·· 

"' ·. ·. . , ·. / . . . . ·: . ·~ . ..·. \. . . . ·. .. .· . .·· r . ... . . ·. .. . . . . . . . .. . . .. ·:. . 

a~·riv.e~f· · fro~·:· ·coatpo~d~·rig ·ex~er.i~ri.ct!s ~~- : ai.t. ·ations1~ .. ~n . ~uch ........ . . : 
.' . , c : ' · ' , · . · • · •· . • ' . _., · . I · •· 

· ti1~: ~~e··~~y,·.~aa·. '~ch~~, (19i4,.i.i2{ ... ·: ~-~·~~~.ib:es~ .. · .. ··~·~f~rllan ·.· · ... e1·a;;_ ·.- ~ .... : · .. · . . / 
' . . · ·.~ . . · .: .. _: . . :· ~ :. .·' .. .... _ ... ~ . :: .·. . \ ~ .··.,. ·. ·. ·. , ' . ~ · .. ·: 
borates . . thi.s · idea by : .. descr'ibing' ~.n ' inorea·aing · deF.a~l · how · ·· 

' " , ' . o , · . ',', • • : . ~ ,' o lo• • ·., ' . : , .', ,', ,. · , ' ., ·: .• ' ' , , .. ' ~ ~ · ' ' ~· ' • :.· :· \ . , , ',,· I •, 

/ •.fr.ames' ·,are·. cont.iiuiall'y. .' being.·· . sup'e-rimi?osed .· so that.·'. any ·.. . . 
• • ' • • • • ' ' • ' ' ,. • "' ~ ," \ ' ; • I • • 

· · . · ~. sin~l:-J'f~a~·ent~ . of~ .interaction· · is l·i·~k~~: to ·a~dJ. ·e~~··· ·other · .. · · .. ··.:: 
. . ' .. ~ . f .:"':" : • • . . ~ . • • -:- • . • ·- • ' - . . ·I. . . . .. . ... : . . . . .. ·'. . . .. .. 

• r~ ra9Jil.ents -of' ' inter~c~ioz-. • . · :.~ . d.raw from 'Gof.~man I a· .: argqment~ · .. : ' . '( ·. ·~ 
, · . • .. ~ ' • • .• • • • • • ' : ·., , I •• • • . • • , • '. ' • , • ·, ' . , • • J .'\ •' , 

~ r . the t.m~)cu:'t'VI~e. · of· · c.ont~ · and · ~~·cu~s.i~., i}_n~s through_~~t._,. . . · . " 
. . - \ 

. . frame's which~ for ~or.th ·-~at .'River··· soci~ty, . .' is . . . to · ·~xpiore · ·~ ·. · 
. . . . . . . I : .. : ~'It· • ·,· • - • • I. • ' • • _. , . • • • --r-!-: ;_. . . . . . . . I. • ' · • :'" • • • 

the · historical contexts in. which perceptions developed, and· . ' . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . ~ .. . . : ' 
. . . . . . ... . .. . . . . . . . ..... . . .. .; . 

·the· present day ·. contexts in .· w'hic~ ·· these· · perceptions.' ·come. ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

.• . . 

·-·· 
- .: .. : . · ... ·. 

.· 

• 6 . · . ... 
. into play. · ,. · . . 

. . . , \ ..... 

' ,• 

• ,' I' 



\'·/_ .... ~, :·.·. :· ·. r~l,e~· in· __ · .~e~~t~--o~ ·-to· ... ~~-~~r~_< _· Whil_e· :·~~~ort· .. is i~terest~d_ ._ in ... 

:~ _- _· .. ::·_.: ' . ' . : ... ·. sbow~ng'· 'that . p~ople ··.- -hav'e. the" treedom .. to'··be, ~- a~~ ca~· 'b~; . ·. . . • . 
:[ • .. ~ · , • , 

0 0 
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0 
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L;_,.:_-:~ .. --· · · · . ·' .... _._.jreative ~ .. r!:the(·t~a~·- ~s.sive -~n. their· .soci~ _.~n~_lronmen~ .and· · :; . ~:._ · . · ·: 

;:·.:·.--~::---, .. ~ f~om - ~1thi;.;tbe. ·· confi~~~ :of .-th~it" i perso~a·e·, ' 'g ·-~ · wisb, 'to·. use=·. ... . . 
:/~.~: ,..~: ·~ •• .-' ' o o ' ' ' o • ' • o ' ' ' I o 

>.: ·.· .. . : ·.the idea' tba.t l;eopie c~ns,ist .of multi,pi·e . 'pe.rsoiule·· ··trrorder .... . ·\-: '_··· .. 

~f~~ ' · , , '· tc) s~olii ·how they•. ~re ;~iff~r~~t soc~,;! i:ha~acte;~ 'in du- .. : :"\ 0: · 

~\. :: ·;-~ . . :. :. fer·~~_t : sociAl. sit·uatio~s. ' · .. ; :· t :., ' :. tJ 
:· ...... . :· . ·. '··:-- .· ; . . 

(./·:·~ ... ; \ . · · ·: .. · -~ :·~ .· The\ ~f~~-c~~- .. of.: ~h·a~gt~g -~o~te.xt hav·e· -beeit"-expior~d only 
/" '" ' ' ·.·· . : . _ .·_ . .. \ . ;.· ' . . _: . ' . ·. ' ' ·. ' . · f .· . ,· _ ' :. . . .· .· .· ., .·.· · .. l,l·· .. . ', . · •.. · . . · . ·• •. ". 
·~ ·:·. ·.··: •. . ... : . . . . 
~?,:-~<. · . _·.· .. ;,_. ·· p~r .tial~y· · ._·t:n . ~~.udi_es:. o~ : si,tu~~ional ~nicit-y;·lS. but ·.s_itua:-.·.·.-· ..... .. . _._: 

~>~ ·;_ ,\_.~.. ··:~.: - . :·,.< -t~.o~~i~:· etbrii.ci~~ ·. ~~ - d~~~-~~·ci_ ... ·i~ .· . ~~~~- -~t-ud_ie~ .. :_: ,d·i£~~er··~ ~·· i"n·· ·- ~··_.- .. ·. .· . 
~-~· :, . ' . ·. ' . . . ' . . ' . . ~· . . . . . . . . .. . . ..: : ' · . ' : . ' .~ . ' . ' .. . . . ... . ... ~- ~ - :' ; ' . . . . . . . . 
:;:(·; .. · . · ·. ·. .. ·: .·. · .; ··_ ..S.everaJ. · ._:_importlirit ... ways , .. tc) ." · frame, . . ·context .: ·and· persona~. . ". 
t::t~::·· · ~ - . · .. . ·.~-- .... .. ..... l .. ... · • • • : •. ·• · • .. ·,. ~ . ' •• .• • · •• · ,· ': : • .. ..... _ ., , .- · ·· ~ .: · , · •• • •• • '• . ' , . : - • ' ' - ' ~!~ 
;{~ :.: · .. . · :. 'Firstly;_ ·sttuat1opal _ethni"ci.ty . descriQes· irib!raction between . · ·_.- .. :· :_:: · 
::t\· :< .. •,, ·.: . . · . . _ .. ::::~_· . · .. ,; · · .- .·~·- . ·· -. .... - .·.- ·· -~ ··." ' . '.'- . .. · ... ,_ ' . . ·." . . ; - ; · .. ' .. ···; : ·_;_ ';'.: 
;~{.::_: .. - : ~ :· : :~, . \ . ::· two .· ~ ~ gr6.ups· · r.athe.r 'than . ··within·.·. one : .g.r·oup~ .. . Secondly,.' 'it . . .: -: .. , 
i~~~~·.;-:_.~· .·"'· .. }·: '· .· ·.·. - -:-. ··:·, -~ .. . ·· .":·· .-:·.: ·;, · .... _ ...... _~ ·. ' ... :· ·-·' · : . · .·, ,· _ .. _ 
~x .. · . ...... ·, .· .... ·. '·deseribes ' tlie anomalous situation of 'a · .. few cases' where there - . . .. 

~:>.: -~.. ·'··,: is -~igui.ty ~~~~e~n - ascr.ipt·i~e ~n·d achie~e~ .:statQs~s .rathee · · 

l~:: .. ~· .. ' ·.-: .· . ',. t'i1a~ : ~ii~' ' -~~-~-i~il'ity .. : 'o£ any. ' ~ne ':.in~i ~~dual: .· 'havl~~:. a·~ce~s ·_ ' to ' l. 
~?·.~~·. : · : . ~ . : . : .. ~ ·. . . . . . ... . : . . . ..... . . . :. . I : . . . .. . .' . -:' -

·!·:.::: ~ ... . '.. : a ·. number . . uf :.diffe.rent ··.:social characters . s"iii)Ultaneotlsly._ -~ 
~t:;,:. ;~.' · ~· ' ·,'· _. • • .· ·. . : ' •, ... . ; , . ,' .. : :. •,. - .. .- • ·. , ·:· ':. ::' . · ' · :; , ', • I : . •, . I 

[~~:~:.:._' _,>· · · · ~- , . · .· ·. 'l'_hi _r~~~ <it· .. ~~~~ .. :: ~~th . ~c~~ange~-: · - ~~-d · - ~~-~i~es .:·· as _ _. . ~-~~~ete -. -.-_ 
yf:; ::·"' ._ ..... .' ::- - _events"· .(trhicb' ·become ends in th~s~lv~s, such as ·the ta~irtg -
~ ... :.~· ~- ' ' ' , • Jt ' • • ' • ' ' Q ' , . : • ' .. (: o: ' '.' ' '• • • ' ' ' '• :I \ ' ' ' • • ' ' t I o • • ..... : 

,:~r- :·· . ... , · ~ · · . ·of · sides:-across .- ethnic boundar.iesl'~ ·rather than· c.ontinu~l- or 

,• ' 

j ,' 

.r. ' . . 

1~i.\:~~ .. ~ ', • .~ • ' •,' I ~ ' , olo ' I o • • • ', () 4,• ' ' .. ·, ' ' • ~ 0 • .: o ' o : ' ~· · ' 

~!1\·~ · - · .· · ·, ·. ·._· . . _· . :~ul t~-l~y~le~ · ·~ri~· rev~uisi~.i.e ··., . aw'ings~ .. :i~ ·:. ·_a··:·. ~~~ia ·.··ao·c~8J.: ~ :·: -.. . ·.;,; 
X~; .~ • , ' ' ' •, ,' , { , ' • I , , 1 , 1

, • ' , • , • ~ V ., \ ' 

~iTX: ... _._ ::-_ ·_:_ ... ·. · :.· _: . en~ir._g~e_nt~· .. ~o_ffman a~s!!_r~~:·: .t:~a_t .".a~ .. "in~iV: :i_~?.·t. - _i~ ·in~~lv_ed_ :· _ .· :··:'. ; 
~~~~r· ~ -. .- ·, ... . · . :. : .. in ' :l;ieveral. ' . fr~eh ' .· at· once·,·. an~-_.that 'some ~f ,· the reai.itie~ '• ·. 
~~-r~:~: •-' ', : ',. ~ ' .' •" ' ' • ~ . . . • ' \....'• ' ' I ..:_ ' • • · .' • ' • ' •• • . . \ , ' . . • ' 0 • ' , ' • • , ' ' •,' • I ' • , ~ .. ' , ' • • . ' 

~}~··:.::.·· ·.·; ···., . ._.-:---" t(it~in.. ~he~e ~~ameELar.$ · co~~i~ge~~ - upon ·~ther: · _realitiu_ . - ~in .• 
-~~~~;¥_,.· ..... : . /· ·. ' . ·. . . 1 ' • • : . - • • • • ' • ·: • ' : • • • ' • • '. • • ' ' • 

:1~:,_.~:· :: · . :·.:: ·: · '-: : ."-_. ot~u~rt · ~rames,;· ~ik~w~~·~ . Rap~rt des~ibas · -how sev~ral · p~r~ . 
~~-~i ·~' ·. · -, ~ .. · · r · • · . ' .· • ·. '" ' '• • _:..-:~- - ' .-~~ ·· .. · : · • ·. · •• ' , • ~ .: , ' • · 

~i::->:·_ · · .. ·. ,.;_: .. .. -':· -..~ s()n~e-jfitb . dis~inct worldv-~ews ·.:come .. 't~to.-; ·:pl~y .- -~.im~tan:e..: .. : : ~ ·>:) 
~{~~:;._·?._::-·_:-_ .... : .. ~-~--· . .. ,; . . ' ·.;. ..· . .. ... ·. _~ .' : :: ' .:· ·:: _.···.":.· ' ' . · ... · ;- ·: ... · ... .. : . ' _:_ 

,. ' . . .·. . . ' . . . '·. . ... . . . ·. ,· . ~ : . ' . . . \ : · · ,~ , 

. . ~-.. , 
·. 

. ' ' ~· I . . . , 
-.:. ~ 
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~,:.; I' .-· . . ·. Tha· · _th~sJ.s is· organised .intQ nine.· chapt~rs,- including· ~ .,. . . . 

s>~.:. · : -:/ / :· . :-.t~-e · ·.xntrodu.cti~n~ -~--~~~f.}i·-- Two 'is':an hl~to~-.i9al;- ~~e~~ieW ~of· ·· .. 

1J,) :·. ··. · . . ·.-:/ ·· . ·.· ':~:::u::::~:::.~:::ss.e~~:;:::::.:::t i;:~:~:; 
r.· . • . 1- . Eutopea* ~~ttlem8nt :iii Celltral Labrlidoi, and/ e~~lo~es' tJioi 

::?\ . " !. · . '!i:on?Jn!~ !'1 imate_ .in · Euio~e' aid :t~e rest of Ney{ouncil arid 4nd 

.. · .•·· 

.. . 
·. . . ~-

;;; .· . I : Labra~ar t;n o_re,e~ to ~~plain' w.h~~ "'!.~s1~d set~ement in _the .. 

?: : :_ :·. . , ·\· :. · · .• . regio~ ~o . occur when~ it did,: .whO tli~ early Setp ~rs ~ere . an~ • . • : ;: 

;%; w· \ . : ~~at ;_ ba<;:J\9~01ln~s -they c~e fr(!m: '.The ~ ~r=ond. ; B~ctl:on ·.-; 

~;\<·~_ ... _ . \. ·. , explores the <s~felclpmiu~t and structU~e 6£ tj,.OI ibr.;on·· s :ay • i . · 
..... . ! • . · .. ~ .-_·company .in ;or~er to exa~ine .- the .effegts· 'of this stru~ture·. on. . · [ ·. <·> 
f.~·~ ~~· · : · . .. •, \ .. ' .· . .. : ' . . · .. ·-. :' ·. ·:~· 0 • • · : ' ...... . . : · · : · ' • • • ' - .' · J : • • ~ • •• •• • • . .. ll:l . ' . 

~: --. · .c · .. ·:· ... : _.· the con~ition~ · in _cen~r-~ _~Labr_ador ~·~uring th·~ · - c~mpany' s -"piir- . · ·, _.:~~_: _: 
(-.:'.. . '- .·. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . ~ .. . : .. . · ·. . . . . . .- . . -\ . . . ·. . . .. -
;r,-.·.· . :: - . ! su~t . · o:f , _the fur trade : th~re •. _ ·_ ~~~ ~~i'~d- _sect~ori deals -with . "' · 
~·:- .· . ' . . . . . .· - . . .,., . . . - ·: . ' . . . . . . . . . .. : " -~\ . . 
-~- - · . the communi·ty:• s 'transition · from ; · trapping to a· ·.sedentary ·. 
>-~-~ - . : .. ·,. ·• ... ·,. . . . : - ~ ... "· ·:·:-. . . · . . \ . .. · 
~\:·. . · - l~f~~~~Y-~~, · -- -~n~ .. -~?~. ~e~t~bvl~s~~~t . of· ·-~he .In~_er-~at~~~u_ ; ~~-~~ t: .. 
~C <·. -.... · · · -'. · fell .Aa_sociation as the : major· - employe~r .in ·North . West· Ritr~- · .· 

N; . . \ · aft&~ ~h.; cjecline '()f ~h~, fur. i:~ade, . ~ • .• ··' .L '\ · · 
~---.-, . I. . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . • ~ . 

~Y. .. · .. . \
1
; ' . . C!Japter Tbl:8e · de~~r1~~S- th~ pat~l.r:n qf set~~e~t, that. \ : 

~:(). · _.. , ·. ._ (-\~~:-~ .. o~d_._ a-~~n-~ -~h.~_.- ~b~~~~ o_~ ~a_kt: · M~l-~il~ in re~-~~se· ~o· ·: ~~~-: . __ \ . .-:.-. 

I.::~ ·: ·_ .. ·; _· - ~ _. . . :·.a.~aaon~l·· haxvesting regime practia,_d by. the ·. Settl.ers · f ·rom. ·. -· \ 

r~<. : ; . . :. ~- . -~~riy-; .. a~ttl~ent onw·~~d~~ ~-· ··a~~ ' \ sb~~·--:h~~-. el·e~~rit~ · :~f thi·s ~ - .· ·' 
~;f>· . i> · · . . :·'· .·.- :. ·-·-:...-- ~:-.---.--:-::- -~.!-_-.-: --:_ __ .. :--~-.:~~ --~·:· -·-. -.- .·· '.- -·· . '* ···.-

~~;~.·_i_·_·.:_:_:_.l·-,·-·····-·-·-· .. ·_·-.·--~- .. --. - . .. _,~ . . ··_. _·. ·_ .. _ ; ·J ::~\::: . c~:r:: ,t:::d ::v:e ::~::~;~~, :r:::u::.:a;::e::· . . ... .. ' ;''. ·. ·:l &JlrlY sett1e11ent ~nd -cil11gr~s. of . kins\J.ip ' netwo~ka : i~ · I: be . · · . . '·'' 
~~~·, : :~ · · · : ·.. · _. ;· ·_· .- : · .. · to~n~ \. ·· . ·· ~bis · cbapte~ ~:. ca~ · be ~~en :as ·:·a ·. v isu~l ' .hi~to,:.y -·of · '~et~- - > . ' ~- ,. :_. < 
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;.:· · • • "' • I .. . " . . .-'.~;; _ . ~ ' • . : , : 

·' .~~ tlement', . using · .. as primary. sour~es of i~,~~mati~~ popula~i_on'/ . <·: ::·::· 
-' .. ' . :·:· ../'\ • _c&nsu~· ,' Sta"tisUcs, . church ncord~ ( ~ncl ujling .,graveyards) , . • .:: ., 

-....,. . genealogies~ ·land ·gran~· rec~rds a11d town p~ans. . · f .'_ . 
rr·· · : -~ 
·I . 
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Chapters Four to Eight of 

socfal characters in the commun~'ty, ~nd ~hefr man~pulation 
~· 

Chapter Four ~sea· genealogical 
• I 

in social interactions·. 

" ··· "' ~a.teriai coli~cte4 in North. we;f RJ.ver to trace the develop-
/ . I . .. 

•, ' 
' ' .. 

lo • :. ~ 

' • 
" . . . -~ . ~~nt of· -t~e · • oldtime~i . s~ciai .j c~aracter ,· . and t;hen .~l,acea · 

..... ) . . . . . . . . · . , . • . . . •. ·. t . · .· ~ . . -· . . · .. · . ': . . ·· . 

:'=':::· .·:, · .... ·. · . thi's . character · on a coht±nuum with· • newcomers 1 ·and 1 putsid~ · :. · .. :.,:: :· .: · . ~ .. ·. • , '" .. · .. ·.- .. - ' . • . . . ', ·.; : ·. ' ' . . . . ~ · . . . ·· .... 
· .. :::.:· · :: ' ·1- · · . . ,._era.:• . using ·tran~cripts .· of · ;iilt~rvie\lfs ~~l'd in. ·the commqni ty ~ . ' .. · .. ~ .. ::• 

~: ·:. . _: . .. . 
.• 1 ~ • -. ; • ' • 

. .. 
I ' 

, . 

I · • • 

;~-~ :: ~ :.: . 
~~- '~ ...... · ... 
~:-·:·: .:: . ' 

'• ' 
:·. -~ . . .· 
•'i,' . 

, ·.·. 
~-~~ -•• • ~1 - ~ ... 
.. ·.·. ·. ·:.( .... 

~ ""; \ . .. 

.· 

~ ~-~~~t~r_;. ~-Fiv_e · iilust_r~t~~ ~h~ ·1~~rt~~~~f· · t~:e_ ~r~p~~ng· ~ay.: ~ : · .:·:._.·~ 
.. : ~f .;li~e· · .~o;)?e~tie_r ··· i~eri~~y, . and;_ 'in' ... doin~ .·so', . traces .~h· ··.: · ..... <·<:·:::·: 

· . .. _ _c.reation : ~f . the . · 1,t~~pper• s~c~-~;-~_haraCt!r~· · C~~ter -Six · · : .~~; 
·. · . . · ·· -.~~v_ei(),PS fr~~ -~heipr~~~,a~~ showh the .ef~~ct. of . · .. ·.:: 

: sedentari-sation ·· ori .. settler . perceptions of Indian/Sett.ler 

relations by'·. 'explo I in~ 'th~ ~ha~ges in percepti~n • 'c);j.er ' 'time '' •' , •. ·.-' . 

a~d within .diffJrent_ . ~e~~rati~n~·· ;n · ~h~ · -c~mmunity. . Poiari- ·. . ·· _;: . ', 
.. s'atio.n within he _occupational and ·social structure ·Of:J..No'rtb 

. ' ' . 

West 'River t) odu.ces,. the -social characters -of •upal9nger 1 and 
' . . ' . 

. . •' 
I Downalong'r, I . which' are examined ,in c~apter· · ·seven. . . . Social 

'. 

~buactey~ .ar.e . analy.~~d in .t~e .·context of s~c~al · inte~ac:t10n 
in· Cba fer Eight;. ::· which .is ·. the . culminating · e_thnograpbic.· 

• ; , • ' ' ' .. , ' I ' o. • ~· \. • • ' '{...: _ . , ' ' • ' • ' ' • • • 

~eve-tal; .' social ~ha~_ac~ers are !spo_used during the . 

.e 'o,f ·a conver~aii:o~ betw~en .seven pe~ple ·'in ~ortb .... W~s\: .· . ... .. ' 
. ~0 

\. • • • . <i • • ' • .. • . • • • 

:' ver, . ·.: ·an~. t .hl! . ~lui~_, and,.c~m~lex. na~.~~e .. of_. e.thnic iden~~~y 
become~. apparent. The conclusion ... re-examines . theoretical · .. 
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·c:.,. , . . : ..... 
-,.. See ·william ·Fitzhugh: : . Enyiro®ental ·. Archeologx ·/And' 

~ " Cultural · Systems . in- · Hainilton·.Ial·et, uihradOt, Smith-

2. 

, . . . . soiii'an Cont·r ibu~ions to -Ahthropo!'&.gy; n'umber J.6 . (Wash- . · 
i·ncjt_on: · _smitbso~i_an -~ns_t-itution _P~,~~.~~ 1~72- . · ·: ---/ _ . . · : . ·. --. 

See Carol· ~rice-~ennett: .Qui: Footprints Aa · Eyert\rwhera ·. 
(Na.tn: __ ~.Jlbrador. J?re~s) 197~_, and ·John Kennedy: Bolding 
.the .Lille: 'Ethnic Boundaries ~ Labrador · CommUnity ... 

' . 

. (St. Jo,hn's: I~sbitut~ ()f ·Ecopomi~ . ocial - Rese'~rchl .. --
1982 • , . ,. 0 . : , •· · : · -·. - . • • ,L I . ; . 

\ _··. ·3. ., Altho~gh membersbi.p is ext~~ded. to .th~,- heir _pprticu..: ·_. Q . .:'_ ·. ; . .· -. ~~~ ~~~~=~=~=l~~~he }a~d t:~ey tr;a;p are 'not cover~by r : 
4.-- Fo·r ;fpst;ance; Alnong .the ·~,_au _Fishers;. public-at.tt:sn· , . ·· · 

.. ... 

.. 

- ~f __ ~he_ Int~rnati~:al -:Gre~~'ll :~·so.~ia~~~n.· . ' , ·- ·r·~ .· . ... .. 
S.... ·. Tpe term. • bricolage• ,_~as f 1irst ··used anthropologically 

6. 

by _Claude. Levi-st·i:auss (·196'6)·. and for ~ full dis'cussion. . 
~f his usage, I . ~efer · the · reader tb ,~ : savage .Hlhd, . .. 
pages :1c;-22.· .. I follow his .usage, esp_eci"~ly -wi~Q. the· C:.,.. 
intention of conveying a sense _of 'making d~ •· with the ·. . 
avai~able resources in o~der to construct. a 'patchwork' ~ 
identi-ty. Set.tlers ·create a collage "of ·. perceptions 
which are : continually being adJ ust'ed· in order: to mee·t 
the requirements. 'of changi'ng social. "contexts. :_ ·-

. "' ' . .• " ' I . ......_ • I ~ 
. • ' • I • • 

Clarence Glick :·~i~ ·Andr~w ~i.nd (ed.) · ~-· Rel'iations. ·in ,· · · 
Perspecti~· . (Honolulu: · University of Hawaii .:- ·, · ·.:. 

:. ). 1955) r~fers to -a : somewhat s1milar phenomenon __ in . 
. is easay •social Roles ·and ~pes in Race lelations,• 

but his analysis. lacks the. fluidity. and m_ult-i-faceted 
dimensions I wish : to explore in this analysis 'Qf soctal 
characters. . . · . . . . . ·: · 

~ • . ' I . 

7. ·The theoretical o;-ientatid'n ··which :...: is . now •• ass'oci~ted. 
•with . ethnomethodology developed o·ut of the early works 
of Harold Garfinkel, . for el)Cample,_ .. •The . percepti'on . of 

··other: .A study in t:.~e problem of .social.order•, unpub-· 
11
, lished Ph~D dissertatio'n, Barva~~ .Uni\'·er.~ity, -cam-
_bridge, Mass, -- 1952. ·· 

• • • ~ , - • I . 

8 ~ . The work published! posthumously· i'n . b . struqturea· D.f 
~'"""- ~. Li.ftl-World (_197~_) was - originillly written . in · 

preparation fo~ . a book· during 1957 '- 1958 and early 1959 
and represents .the collection and organ~tion of ma~ 

. ..p_reviously . published ·piec~s of . work.· The. final 
·preparation of. the contents _ of the book .were c•~ried 

- ·out by one of Schutz I 8 students, Tbomas Luc~ann. . . -
' . 
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Actots are:ftot necessarily aware of the confln~si'which 
'ie.·. imposed upon them~ by · other.s during the · course of 
their' social ··int'eractions. - ·.. . . . . . , . 

·.-Predr!k .. .Barth: Ethnic ·Groups And. aou·naaties: %he social 
Orgoni.aotion_ .Q.f · Cultural Difference (Boston: L_fttle, 
BrOwn and Company) ~. 1'969," . Shmuel ae·n-Dor:·· Makkoyik: 
Eskimos And Settlers .' .in .A "LabradOr Community (St • 

.. John 1 s: Insti t .ute of · ~Social and Economic R~search) 
1961-,· · Terj e · Brantenberg: •sthnic v ·alues and Ethnic 
.Re~uitm.ent·• · (ini Robert Paine-, editor:" -~ \ihite ~ _ 
.ili1 st· • . John'sa ISER) 1977_, -Harald Eid~eim: AspeCts Jif 
:tha· ·Laggish Minority Situati'bn (Oslo: Universitetsfor-

, laget) 1971, ·and John K.ennedy (1982). 
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· · -cnapt~r Two-. . -
THE HISTORY OF EUROPEAN SETTLEME~T AND DEVELOPMENT 

IN THE · 
!;fAAIL'lON INLET ,Rro.ION 

* * * . •• 
' . 

The present chapter i~ a survey of outside influences . . . (' 
~ . ~- '-.,) .. 

upo~ the history of Euro_pean settlement" and developm~nt of . . . . \ . . . ·~ 

the Central Labr·ador · region, and is intended to provic.fe ·Jthe· 
• I - • 

reader with a Jeservqir of i~formation for-_ the ensuing' dis~.-. . . . .. 

cusslon of the thesis. The origins o~ the socflal charact~rs 

\ .. which . . -are active in ~ont~mporary No~~-h .west ·.R.iv.er: so.ci~t~- · 
... 

.' . .: \ 
. .. · . 

' . . . ~ :' 
··: ,. .. 

·~ .. : 

~-.. -

. ' 
. . .. 

...: . -.. 
. ~ 

. . 
• • • ', v• 

. .. ~. ~ 
. ·::; 

become apparent frclm a~ e~pl'oration of the · ··settlers~ nis-:-:: :. : ::·s . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . ' . -' : •' . . . . : . . . ~ ·. : .... ~~>~~' 
. 'tory~ ·However, .to· .a~tempt a hist·ory of . Europ.ean settlement.·· · . .. ·· . .:~::4 

'' Cl • 
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.. • I ' • ' • , ' • ' 'o •' • · , 

0 

' ' • • 
0 

0 

', ' '" • \ ' • 
0 

: I • , •, ol ' . • . 
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: ,: ,": ,; 

. ··' ; itt. Central. . Labrador, which . covers a . period . of . nearly . 258 . : :- : :< ·.:/ 
-- : , 

1
' ' 

0 

t ., , 
0 

.. , • 0 ' ' 
0 

' ', ' I .,.._,;;_. • 0 , ' - ' 0 0 ' • •,' ' 1 .,. ·," : • , 
0 

: :• ;·< { ,;~ 

·. ye~t-s~:· is - ~o .8mul u~dert-~k~n~~ . ·This . _history·- ~~ fco~pJ.e·~- - a'nd· · · .. ·· >.-.·:~ 
• Q • ' • ' ' • • 

' \ -
~nd · changes i· :.taking 

: . ·. . . . 
. . . ' . 

• I ' 

Labrador, and· has ·_n_ot. 

. . . 
· extensive, .being · inf·J,~en.ced by· :events 
• • ' • I o • ' • - • • • I : •' • ' , ' ' to. • • 

- ~ · ~iac~ much further !!~ld than Centr~ 
. . ' . . .. 

I 
a . more · 

. . 

1been exhaustively stud~ecl ih. ·itself o~ as ·par~ ·of 
... 

'encompassj.ng .project •. ·Thus I. much· of it rem~in.s unclear. 
/ .· . . 

':·· . . 
The amall stream of Settlers arriv"ing in · Bami·lton Inl·et 

. -~· ... . 
durtng the late .. eight;eenth an·d ~ineteenth centuries .. clung t.'o 

• .· . . .. -· . . '!\ . . . . 
values and ·aspirations ~-~ich had been shape~.~ ·their _' liv~s 

• • • • • • • ' # • ... \ 

. -. ·..: :_.: 
~~­

. ·~--.\~ .. · 
' ! ""':. 

: .' .' -~: 
.. 

c;• - • 

. . : ·~"~ . · .: . 
. . . .. .. ·~ 

' ' .. · ·' . . 
'~: 

; ·: .. ::.<_: 

' · . . . ~ . 

in .· the Ol_d _worl~ in' the t'ace ~f I a: _ freq~en!:Iy · hos~!l_e . .tlien : . . ! :!~ 

. . _ . • environment~ :_,)'&e society thAt .dejre1oPed thu~ r~ue~ted the: . /- :~ 
Settlers·' · origins as .. well' as . their adapt .. tion "to_~a new· . · . . .. :.: ·.: ~~~ 

,•, 

... .. 
·· ... · 

. . . :e~viro!lment. They adhered to ~ their o~d· relig~~n . and . · · : . ·;·~ 
~;,-,· .. : .. .. ~ ' -~ · .. :< ~_~;t~l 

!.j_:.l,·~·-l··:-,:~-·~··· .. :_··,.·':~--:_~·-·:·.~----,~, .. ::_:·· .. ··;·i·;: •. --: ·~-:-.· . ·.•···• •• :: ••. ·_: ; ___ ... -.• ~·:.·:· .• ·.·~··.· .. ·:.: :.·'::.-_ ···,.:_::·.·· -. ;··.:-· :·._:·:;·.·~.·· .:~:: :1_.· .. · •. : .·, ··_· .. '·.:·:-.:·.:,:_:,·: .. ·:· .. :_·:.··.· ... ·.:.· :·· .··:·.:·:, :.:·-:·:.·_~- .··_,· .• ·.:~-··. ·.·,·: .:···:_·.:.· ... ·:·:.··:.~.:- .. : :·· .. ~: .. ·.. . . d; • ' . . . • . . ' . . ' ... ' :: ~<'Jl ~ ~::~·:~·: _ _ ~ .. _ - · . . ·-· .. - ~ . . . __ ... ~;, :;.:~~-.. :··.::~.:<;\):~_ ).:~ · : .. c~·\~~-~:_;, ~:;{'i-.~:rt~ :·.::-~; .-).\.:;. ::~:: ... ~:--:~~::~;~:_: ·.:.·;~j:·.:~~{;~:j~l~~·!. 
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beliefs, -such as obserying Sunday as a day of.rest, and this 
,_ . ' - -~ I 

.. adh_e·ren<?_e often gav~ -~~e when ot.he
1
r soci~ · structur~ad 

ye~ tq be establ~shed: : 1 

. . -I · r~:ber tb~t time So well. wh~n ·~ ther m~t us at . 
the door as~e came· home from s!:ing · our rabbit . 
snares,, with a bo~k: in his hand, and told us she 
. (their . moth'er) ,, was dying. ·. We all · kneeled do.wn 
near our. · good mother, ' breath'ing her ·last. · By .the 

--==-------=f~me . _Father . was done reading and pray~n~'- she was 
~ · gone • . Oh, . what qid ·. I do? . Where 'to go? : Far from· 

any - other habitation, only · five of us, but the· 
Lo~ was ~it~ us (~~pbel'l · l98B : .-24) · 

' . 

·-

l • • ; 

~ . . . .: 
_. •' ,. 

. .. . ' ~ 

.• 

' .. . ' 
· .. 

" 
' ' . 

o ':'o' I 

' :-; . . .. ·The developneilt · of ·-the -society did · no.t the ;_- · .. 

; r, 
. ·• 

~~· .. · .. ,· . . . 
~ .. . "' .. 
. ; . . ~ .. 
-·~ . 
~ •l • 

.. ~ . . ! ' 
-·~ · ... '' . 
~' ' -· - · ·; ... ; . 
•: .: 
~~ ·~ :-·· ·. . 
:-. · .,. i . . 

·.:·:.· , '· ··. . . .. 
I( i ... . . .. 
·i: .. ; · . . \ 
~ . . 
•. · ... 

: .· .r • ·. 
\ t · -
' · : ··1 . .. 

i, ·-
I • .\ 

-: ' .\ . -:. 
-: .... ' · 
: ~ . ' : . -. ~ ' . 
·. :;. ( ' ' :· 
.. . - . .. 
'."i ... ·, 

~-:-:~. ·. ~ 
I.. <' • ~' 

. . 

. ' . . . ' I 

·-· ar·ri~-~i of· pione·ers, but.:...;he--a_ociety .. continually grew. :and . · : .. ~~-

. · ~hange~ ' as ~et!,. p~~-ple tr:r-ived . . in .. :: ~he . ' . :i:~e~· •. · . :. ·;h~r~ ·: ~-~~ . ~ · .. · . .. ' .. · .. ::.: 

. ~'~~g~fsab.le · :.-~r~~ds ·1ri th~· .PoPU~ .. ation ~i~tory·, ... ~ark~~ by · t~e.-. ..·: ·:· 
• ,- • ' • • • : • • • • • • - ~ . • • ~ • • : • ... Q , : . , ' • • ·l . • . ·. ... . • . . . . - . - .. . . . . , 

. ., ·.arrival: of· new '· gro'ups .:·of Settlers· w.J.th ·dis~irict . origins · . and ·. · ·, _ _':' .... 
;. ,· . . . .. . . . . ' . .. · 

· . .' d~·~f_ering . reas~n~ :. for a·e-ek_i:Jig ·. t·~ ~ettl'e . in. the · Inlet. · The .. .. > ::?u 
. ·.· hi~·td,ry ~~~ ' be · dtvid~d in~o _-: th:ree . p,erloda·: ·the pioneer · .. _·.·.· 

~eri~a, : . the·- fui: ·. tr_ad~· ' p~r~od, andr ·tne' a~in!strative ·· 
perlod. sections 

of the · chapter~ ~ -

• 
4 • 

* • * 
J 

. ~ ... . _--··· - · . 

·. 

- ', I • • 

.t .'.1 

. · ...... ·:· 
I, ·.-

'.·1-. 
• ! • • 

' ' ~ t ·. 
• , i I 

' I ~ , 

__ .. , · : i •• • . . \, • 

;~~-: ~, ~ -,.' ', .~-r-- . ' . • ••• • 0 • . 
~ .:_ ~. :·· . ... ' : . 
: ·~ ,_. • I 

~:·rt . 
.. · . .. · .. ·_ .. ' . ' ' ' . 

~. : .• :' ·:. ·.' ' ' 
. ·· .... .. : 

. ., . ' 

. '· 
' I ~ ', 

.. - . 
: ·, . ; ... 
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' . The Pioneer, Perioq: . . 
origins .of the Hamilton · Inlet Europe~n Population. 

. * * * 
~ . 

The ·avai~abl'e information on the · ~rea pointq to -the 

fact . t.hat certain £lfllilie: 6£ pla~~ers and trade~· wer·e . . . 
;-:v 

established around Hamilton Inlet between 'the . · late ·. 

-·~ · . 

. . 
. --~ 

; I • , o. 

.. . .. ·· 
: '• . . 

,I 

,·. eighteenth century and the .early nineteenth 'century. 'Arid i-t ·. . 

. :::u:::ing o::iB t~r_:::r ::::, .. =~·:::b~~::be:::n.: a;::_tu:::: : \ ·), 
. . involv~d in the Newfouncn·ani'l~ishery, . established.: homes ·· and ., ~ .-~· .. 
:::-·¥~~-- · • ' • • ' ' '' ' •' I ·, • ,·' ,~ ' • ' '• ' ',II, ' -~. -, '' ' ' ',': .-f ' o > , : --, ·.:,~.'J 

... . . · -families ·in the .· Inl·et . rather . than . r .eturn to ~~~ope -~~ .; ::;;: 
~' I ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ~ ' • ' • • ' • t ' ., • ':?; 

:: .. ·.. :--.. · . . Newfoundla-nd. . · ~he > 1 ~~e~tyle . o_f th~ :pi'oneer.s .. ·hos.<:been ·. :· .. · ·.'·<1 
~ .. : . . ............... . . . . . . . ' ; . .. ' . . . . . '' . ·' . . :: . . . :, .,: 

;.· .. .-· . . t ::·,i~f-~_uen~i~. _;'in;, shapf~g · - t~e-~ -~ontem~r.a_ry : ·~u~~~.~~ ~~d · _so~~-~~~~(.-~~ . ···· ·-~~~··}~ 
·.>··._.:·.· ·. . ~f-~ommuniti.es ~in _u~_il~~n-.lnlet, .~ ~·~-~ mu~h ·of · .. ·t~e; pr-.~~e~.t-~ _ .. . ·> ::-:·.:;:,; 
:··:· . · :~ day ':'-' folk .. 'hi~tory ·centres . arou.nci ! ady,enture'&. i~ ·adapting: .· . ; . _· < ·> 
· .. . : ·.. ... , . ltnowle·~·ge :f.~o~ .th~i:r ·ba~~g~~~~ds . ·t~·· t~~- 0~~- ·w~rld.- t~ ... _ ·t.h.~ . · .. · · . · ·<. : ):~ 

•. . -1 

.. 
. . . 

··~ . 

·economi-C- 'requisi tee of th~ir new·: envir.onment. This 
. . . . 

s 'e·ction 
' ~ 

aims ·t~JXploi:.e ~~e: OJ;~9.ins of .: the Sett~er ., pop9l'at~on "·in 
. . .• .. . . ... . . ~ . 

. / order .. : to~ unders·tand what reas6ns the ear1y Settlers had 'for.: . 

.. . emigra~ing -~-o .tb~ New,.Wo;ldi and why .they . -.~~ded .llp·· ~n Labr·a~ ... 
.. 0.. . . . ~ . 

dor. . ... ·. 

. ' 

' . ~ . 

·. ·.;: . . 
l • ~ ~. : ' .. 

. . . ' • 

The sod.'al ' history of Bamiiton· . Inlet'. Is . fairl.y. 'well "· · .. · -. ... ;: 
• • ·•• •• • • • : • : .~ • - • . .. ~ . : . • • . • . • • • • • . ~- • . h. • • ~ ' ••• • • .•• ·, i 

··:· .. · doc&imented· fr.om 1~36 ·onwards -b~caua·a···of-.:the·:arrival · at that .... . _; .-.":-;::: i<; time of .the ~~.i8oi11 a ' ·B~ ~~Paiiy .". : a~.:~~~-~ ,ct~e. · ; ~ 
: . .-. .':·· .· .·. '--, : (- · ~Bu.d~on' s · B~y . ~~Jilpany : ·.ope.ne# . _its ·Nor~h - we·~~· .·-~iv~r .pOst.'-· in·.. . ~ ~ ··)::; 
::..~: \::· ... . . . '<. :· : . . .. . . . ~ . . . . ... . . . . :· . r : . . . . . . . . . . < . . . .. ~ . . . . . . . . .. . .. . , . • , . . ... 1 ~36 ~~Js~e .Jf."<e; !"dependent "r ader 8 and p~ a~ter 8 · .. 1 ~v ing . iri.: . ; : •; ;~ 



¥{2~:~~;:!r··~ ;,;'':'t'"'·<~ ,:~ '''"" ·~ ::.· ':;,·(-~' c ..•. ,?:'~ ·:;./: o;:\· ';:·,, ·: :~('!·;'-;:·: :·r.:: "s~· : ,. ' :,: '''17:'"~:·:v·~· ; s ;!.:<;;"·P:':) :·:: l<·~'ff~~~; 
~r.~ ~ . : . . ~ . . ~ , . . : . ' ·. : .J 

:: ,. ' :.. ~ -··3-1 '- ' '... ,: ::.: 
; - , • ' " ' ' _. \ - - ' ' . ·- ' ' ' ' ·: 
:::~~ .· :-·< ____ :· ·, ' ' • . .' .· .; . 
. :~:: . . . tJ. ·. '~ 

:~_,: · -- t-he .. a-tea. It is >difficult -J:o ·d~scover much about these few ::; 

;_;;.- _·.-. . ·-· · pe~ple ·w~o ;were amongst - ·the ·1irst ··permanen~-- · s.ettlers. in ·.· ·::: 
• · :~· •. . • I ~ .. •:< 
··.·:·· .... ·. 
... ·. 

; .. . 
·· ~. . : ~ ' . 

·.:.. .. . ... 
~\ • • • r -· • • • 

:' ·. :' 

Labrador · to come. from, Europe. The documents compiled. t'or the -·-· .. : .!'; 

)~ L~~ador\Boundary . Di~put~ occ~-si~n~l~y · r.ef_er. t~ ·the inhabi- · - : .· ·. :· :'.-_:~ 
\ • • • \ •• .. ' .. "g. •. ' • ' • : ' ' ' I ' ' .: 

\ tants_ · of Hamilton Inlet in the· period befo~.e 1836, but · t~~s · , .. ; ... ~~ 
\ . . . . - . .. . : :~~ 
\ collection. of ,:lata is. seiective and certainly .not. extensive. : : · ·: .. :_ 
~ . I 

The Pu~lic · .Archives have collecd.o.ns of. data -·P,e~t~ining to ·. 
I I • : - • '•,· 

· th~~merchants' who ·had eetablishui'ents .in Labrador. Amongs't · ··i· -·_;,.'.~ 

{ : • tba'&e ~u· th~ j~urnals kept 1?Y Ge~r9e Cai::W~i!J~792) :d.ur~: · r /; ·! 
,: . l : ; . > trig bis sixteen y~urri{ in Sandw i<ib Say:; ~ria 'tb~ : .;~_e., lists · ! . i :. 

\:.-.;:" :- .· .' ,· _. · . .<- and -document's.> of the··-Sl'ad~: ~~' Bird coinpanies.l ' Tnes~ p~ . ·.· .\ ~-· ··.:·-·.·.: 
;;{··· · .. -: ·.·• ' : .. · . - - ~ :.: : .. ' . •' ._.-..... ··. >__.. :_· . -- ~ ... • ·., <": .-: . . ··.: .: ·._.:_ . ··~ {. 'if · .i _. ·::· .. ;···~ 
~i·:·< ; . ' . .-_ ' :. vide' .insight __ into t~~ . ski'].;].~ 'r'equ~red .of·._cr~ws· . w'ho ·. : interid~d-~ ·-; · ~ -.. -.-; 
••' • • ' 1 • ' • ' • • • '· \ ' I ' • • 

~i/>: : _·. : __ ... /. · ,. ·::. _. · · ~~~-.-- · .. ·~i~t~r _·: 1~ ~-~r-~d~~·, · · ~~d .·th~~- .aifficui tie:s .~ .~r~~er·s . .-. ~-ricio.un~ .. _ ~~. l: __ :: .. \ 
~ l 1 ' ' , • ' - • • • ' • • 1 •• ' ' ' , '", ' ' · ' . • r • ', ' ' • , '• .,. • , • • • ' ' • ; • ' • ; ' l , 

~~~\·~ ·· .-· :·.= ·:· · -: . .-· - ~-- ~~-r~~~'in~·t:fieir ... pu~s~it~.-~6~ --- the, ~ish~~y.;: ·_. _: .· ·._ < ~- -... · :·~. ·.-_: .--.· .> ... l .. ~-- .- .. ~~----~ -
}[:-:.--.< ., . ': - ~ · _· . ·._ ;._·<- -... ··. ' " ·-·.·. ·.·· . . ; .· -_ .- : . ..... " ·_ '· ·_ . . . ' _:·-·· .. ·_ l .. <<.-:. .. _:. 
:·,·~:·--. ·. ._. 'l'here are -a numb~r ·of ·account;s -- of ·the .lifesty.:te of .· the· · j: . . )·: 

. ·. ·. '·. - . . ' . • . . ' ' . ·.-. ' ' . -· . ::. .. .. . ! _, . . ' . 

-. · _·.· . ~a~~Y ., · settlers. ::-comp.iled_ by vi_siting_ mi~sio·naries .~nd -~ff~..;.-·.· ·, ! · ... -. ~ 
, • .. .- . ··: .· "".-, · . ·: - . .. ' . ; . ·. . . ·. .· . . . . :r. ! . . ' t ' 

cials·. · ··'.l!he· .. ac_count ·. of the Settlers .iri Hamiltpn Inlet given · . . l ' ·. : ·:: 

: .. by Hickson . .-on · h·;t.·a_.' ·,;';i.&i t t~ ·a~-~e~·s the need for ·.e · M~th~aist ~ ·. _.-. \. -· . ..: 

• ', mis~'ion' : ~~i: \:he :- r~gio~_i:n .. 1 .. ia2~.t '::· _·:·is. -~ t~pi~a~' 'of . m~~ ~- - such ·.: I:· >' 
ac~oUD~a!2 B1ir B_trtct : Metbod.!,s~ ti:at.~i."i!~<;d bini .t6 OO.tb , ~ . · ) . 

-.·.. _ .. ·_: ._ p~ty : .~~ .c.~~?~n. - ~he ·~ngo~y · __E_u~opeans . an~ . -.~~eir . · .E.~kimo _: ·. ··r :· : .. :~ , 

;;(;- ·.- ... ·· . .:. ·.:concubinea• (B~cks.c>n . -i93~ :~3f he .l ·ive·d ·.:with duri~g 
1 
his vis~~. -~· . ( · ...... , 

W. •. · .· ., .·· · . ~ ~~l>ur~te :po.r~~B.l,!; of .co_.;~tions: 18 iilffi~:lt .t~, ~~~ ·f~~ . ~ , ; 

... such . writings. · .Orie.· of .. the .best·· accounts of -·pioneer life.- in. :. \ · .' ·,,:;,. 
~('l' • • ~· • • . • • ' ~ , ~ . ' • '• • . • , • ~, • • • I • \ ' . ' 

~ii:.' . : ,:, :: .. • ·: ~lUI ~nl 8t 18 !Ji~;n . i,Y Lydh CaJDPb~li~·:tll~ ~aog~~er of~. ~ne . ~f +i: ~~ . ~ 2 :; 
t{{~. ::·_-_ · .~. ': . . -. .. _the. pione~rs •. ··. Her . .. ~ollection· of reminiscences; Sketches ·gt · ' .. :i ·· · .. :~> f:· ... _ .• -' . '•, ; . 
}~{/: :_ .. :,-.:.__ ·,: . _:-' 

•.·"· . 

. , 
,·~.;.· .. ·. 

~ . ·.. . . ' 
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Labrad9r . .Llf.e, · was f .irst published 4s a· series · of articles 
. . 

·.· .. '; 
.: ·· 

' . . . . . ' . ' . . ~. . . · 
in ~ Evening. Telegram 

. \: . : 
during Decemper·a.nd February of 189~ 

and 1895·, . and' has since been repro.duced. 
' . . . 

.. :( - ' . .. 
. · 11 : . •. ) 

. . 
. . ·. ' . 
.. .. , 

Not only are px:imar~ sources scarce, b~t- also t-here. are 

. very ·few sec_ondary sources of . information ~rta.ining t_o _..tth~ ---- · 

. . period pfor to . tbe Hlids.on • s Bay Coinpany • s ~'t r ,t:va'i. No his­

tory -of; th~ set tl em e. of ·Hamil ton ~nl et:· has ' b_een . compil ad; 
• j • • - • \ • • • . .- '• -· 

. and . so this ·"ccount. cif the histc)ry. has ba~·ri . . 9~ ·eanad . ·'from 

works 'whi~h . are pe~iph.eral : · i~ .ciri~nt~~ion .. to: .. :th~ ·- .subj-~ct .. 1~::· 

•· .·. · . t,. 
. ' ·'" · 

. •.... , ' '·' : 
~ ' ·. ,· : . 

.. . : ·:.'"·· 

. . ' .•· . · . 

.· : ·: 
. . 
~ •. ~ 

. . ' ' .. . . . . . 

-~.- ~ ·: · ~ · .. · . . hlind·~ .Gosling_• s .(l~lB) .hisiory, . of _ Labr.ad~~ : de~ls .. ~·i-~h>~u~;_ ... . · .· .: ... :.:_::'-/ 

>" .... .. · .. . ··iit9~ .. ·~~~t .. · iri.<t·h·~· .::· c~-n:~~x·t· . -o~~~ - r~.s~ /of· Labra~or·. _:···;The ·_: ··. -.. <·.'.(' 
::_;_ .· · .. :··<. · i>ri:~f .. : hi~tory 9i~~ur:. by. zi~erly·. ·.(197.5) . in h.is - st~dY- .·': of::: :·the ;: : .. ·.::.-.:·:, 
~:;': .~~ ... \ ·· '.· .. ·:. ' .. · ·. : . . . :· ·_ ·,: · .. ·.· .. : .. : .. . -.·' .. .: ' · .. >·~· ...... ·.~_': ··. ·~ . ·- .~.\.: · .·c-. ~· ·::~: -~ 
:~." : _.-· · ·area . only . sparsely:_' c_overs tpis · periQd1 . an~ does ·not . ~di~CilSB : . . : -:· ·:· _;: ~-
:_;~., .. ·.. ... . \ .. . ' ~ . . . -.·.: . . ' ' :· . .. ~: . . ~. :~ . .... ' ·: . . •. . :· .: .. · ... · .' .·· . ·.· · . .-· .. : .. ·.~ ~ · ' . · .. ·: . .. ~~ .. · l_:...:~ 

~;::· . .... · .· the-. ·orig~ns ·of_ .:the. ~pula~~~m, ·. ·!lor· _th~ir ~ social _,.an~ : ec~no~.t.c · .. :--.· --~ -~· -. · r~~ 

·.:~:- ., ba~kgr.ounds> · i~· ·thtii~ · ~o~t,ru~;~t~~iui· t~ · Joh~- :-M~~~on~_s. · ·book ~·· · : ·-; ~ ~\~·,_:: 
., , · · .• · . . c ~97;~ ,, ~tb Thofnt~n ~;,;ra~nc~·~k ha~~ ' ~~died •. t~e · · aettl~. · · • · . . ~~ 

. ···, ment tr~nds. Of· people -fr~m .' the· wes~ of England -~bo _ca.m:e .. out ''·. : . . -:.·. ·:· 
... . . - . . . ' . u.. '. . . . ' . \ ' : . . ' . . . : . ~:..> . . : .· .• · ...... : # . ' . . • .· • • • ·_ ••. ~: ... ~~ 

~:~·::-. ·. : w~th ·the f_~the~~. ·: :Ban_c~c~ .·- s .. stfdy· concentra_tes ~n · ·. iaol~tin_g .·.· _·. ::_--:·-? 

~> · ·:· ~ . . _t~e- : towns . and ._vi}.lag_es that .s~ppiied mos't ." o'f he · se~tleri' · • . . ·. -.\ ; 
. . . . . ' . - •. ' . . . ·. . . ·•· . . . . . . ~ .. , .·. ' ' . : ' ' .• . . ' ' ' . ·. . . •. '. .~ . .. . ' . . : . ... . . . . . . . · . .. ·~ 
:. · · · . ·_ . .. coming· .. to Newfoundl.and 'from thf;t we~t ·.<=9unt~, wh re~s . Tbor·n- •· . .-·. 

:.-:.~ .. : .• · .. · ton··. stu~.i,es ·.-~he -·~erchant~ - r_espc)nsibl~·- for' .... ettlin~· the · .. :··:\ 
r/· · · M • • : : .· .• • • • • • ·:· · 

6 ~ · · ... • • • •• • • • • • • • •• •• · _. ·, · .· . · ~·. · · • • ' ~ ·~: 

;;~·-:·_ · ·:·,.- . ._ s~u~-~~r:o . c~a~~~ ·~~ _':La~~~dor,_. .. -~hic~ . ~~clu~es ~ _. · -~~e __ ·.~itaita _· . . -_:: ·.<<·:_ 

;}:·:·:.'··: . . . . · R~·gion . _and·: the· Sou~_be~~ter.n -~~ast _pf Lat,rador • . : ~bough · nei~ :- . ·...;, 
.• . . . . - .· . ,. . . ...... . ' . ' -:1 : ·. • .. , .· . ·. ·. ' ' . . . . . . • · .. · : :· 

~;:~~ :· _ : .. :. . ~ : ·ther. stuey· dea~s wi:th .~am~lton · . £ni·e~ Settlers~· :~ - in c.o.b.tria'-· ... · · · ·.· .. ~< 
~·~: : ' ;.. , • • • • ' , ' " •' ' , • , ~· , , ·~ ' ' , " • ~ • ·, • ' , ; ' • ' '. ' , •, ·, , • o : '. I ' • .~ • • ' ' ' ; • • , ' :' • • ,; ': j 

~~-~ . ,'. . ~ion -th_ey' describe the tre~d of settlement __ in' tigat_ed by:-::the~-:-:-f· ~::;·~ 
'\: - ' .. •• . ·. · . · \, : · · : . : ' · ; ::- ; ~ · . .. ... · ~ . .. .... '~· ·. ·: .. . \ . · • ... ~~ ·•· :. - ~ :· , , ! : ~-· •. ·: ... ' , .~:~1 
·.~:_-;·· · . ·' ·. West.· country ·merchants O.ri the southern . coas _. .. . of . ·Labrador, : ·· · : - .-:~-:.1 
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,' .... :.. . i.~ing the , orfgi'ns of these first - Set~lers and the 'time 

·~ :: .. ~ ·· ·\-.. rio·d~ .. a~~ -~ont~~t· in _wh~ch ."sout:~ea~tern Labrad~~ ~and ... · prob-. 
/::- : ~! ; : :· : • • • • ' . . • ... . . . . • 

/-:,: ·:. •. _ . . , .· . . -- -~ 1~ ~ ~~-il~o_n _· lnl~~ · .. ~er_~ s~ttled. : · ~~tt~ew:. ·a·~so~~am~~~s 
·:_ ·.:.· . . the migration- ·· patterns .. fz:om the Old world · du~g- · ·the . 

1': ·. fi b8ry, : disc~~ai.i~ . . · the. ~~aCbi~.at~o~s~ of the west ec;!"'ti~ 
·,:: · · metch~L~ts.3 · For an undersband~ng of tbe · con~itions in . rur.al · ·. . 

\ ' ~ · ··• ' • .. · t:n~iarid . :·d~ri-ng · tb.e ; ~i~ne:&r per~O:i. of migra~i~>n, I have . ·• 

><. ·:: ~ refer.red:· to ~E. · p~ rhompson• s · (1978) ·s~minal ·work, ~ Mak.ing· · ._· ... ··; 
;. . . . .. . . . . . . . . ' ~. :. •. · . .....: • . . :. ~ . . : . . • . ·.. • . • . . ... . . . . · . c ~. . ' 

~. ·.-.. . . . 
::. ··. · · · .Q.f _ .t.h& ··English · lfgj:JU.ng · class~ :_ . . . · \ " ·-· 
c·: > . . , -: . . . . "' . , . .. . . : : .. · .. , : .-·.· --~ .. : . .- . . . .._ : .. . . . .. : . :· ( - : . -: :_· 
it::; .. ·.: , . · :.- · ._. .. ..... _ ·· · ...... A - ·la:~~~ · .par~--o£ th~ region• s ~ar.ly .history.· wlll ·£o_r·eve( .. . · -. ~ ·- ·_/ 

\.> .. ;· ... , ·. · .~ - -- · : :- ·: _;_·~~~-~~- .'as \h~- i n~r~·--·:i9·~-~~ . o~ · L~b~ ~d~r . -b~ca~~~- ·:- ~t, -· :t~e 1i~-~ ~e·d · ··_ · ... · -_..:>.-_-·
6 

; .-':·· 

<I ·. . ... . . . . ( • .. , . . : .. -·: ~-. ·. ' . . ',p ' : :. .. •• • • \ ' • : · : •• ' •• ' • • • • :' : ~ • - \ • • • ! . . • .' ' . l : • • : ':· :- I . . . A . :. :·-

: .. ::;~--:" - . ,.. · : ..... documentation. ·. Neverthelesa, -:· th~- settler_s .:that .. appeared c;ttir- -: . .-· ·-: · . . :·.-.:· 
-~\· .. . '._ . .. .'. • ' · .. . p·,· .. :.· · ... 7 ~ ... -.. :.· · ~ --- ·.~· ~ - . ~ -. . · . ·':·· .· .. . - ~ ·.·: , rl .' . • ·;·.:··' · ... .. · .· • . ·. ~ .. ·. ' . ~~ ... • ,:_~~::~ _·. ·. :_ .. ·. ··· .: · ... : .. 

~~~::,:, _ .. , ·: · .·: : ·:: - ~ng ·: . ~pi~ :-per~od .. ~~mina~e -~muc~ --o_f · .the .·communi·ty• _s ~his~ · ..... ·_:: i~ 
:~~:->, .-.·: '.. ·:: -, : : ,. :· ':· 'j' --'··· ,: ._. ::_·.· . ·. ~ .,_ !: .... .- ·· .. :. ' .. .. ·: . •. . ·-:-- .,· .· . . .. . : ., 
~.;~_;; . --~ -- . ·. . t _ory,\ .and · _so_;_are sign·i~i.cant ,to . th~ study_.·.·- . ·· · · 

~r ' -· ,·_>;; •• •• i~:·· .:· ·••··· ·• .:·:·: ···-- .. _.··.·\··. ·••·•·· .• , ~ ··· · .. · .. , .• ~- .· .... ·.;··. 
(:.->··· .. ; . ··.-·. · New:fotilacR.~nd,· ~~'cl -- to . ·a -~ 1--e~ser ·. ~~-t:e~t~ . the·· · ~.oa-~t - of .. . · . .. · 

(i~i;( : ·. · · . ;· \ f.~~~ a~~i: f' ba~- • il~en .a~~r~dttli<J s et~.le~en~·,fo~ , ~ lcm! p~rio~ . . • ·· : 

:~:;;:_: . .' . · · . , : _ pr;_~-~~ · ~~ : ·t~~ .. _ar~~-v-~_ : -- ~~- · - .t~~-.: - f:ir't .. ·· .. s~ttl'Eu::s .· in _. - -~-~ilto~·- .. . ... ·. > 
~;:;: ·. ·.. · Ihl:a\· The a8Jf.oimd.la~~ fi~)le~' ,~,;d at:tr~ct~ .Basq~ea · ~s .· .· ·,.'J} 
~;_ , --.~'· _. . :· _ ~ · ,:ear::lY.,. a_s .·· .. ~ho·: --~51_~ a·_~ .-·. ~~d. ; fle_et~ : se:tt~p-~ ·: sai_~ '.:. _f ~o~. ~~~e·_ ··: :_ . . . :<> 
~ik.:· ·:·.: .. : .·. '_: ·.· ··' : .:_ southw.est ·:· 9~ · £ii~1-;~c1 - ~nd . ·N~rth~~~ rr~~-~e--·:h~d - been ~. dis.putin9 . : ~:_ ... _.:· .. .-·.:;:; 

~j:,::: .· ......•. · · ... · .. · .. · .. · ···· ··~::a:~gh:ft0u::::: .·.\: . 1:~:::·· ·~::i; T~t:t/~:i::u::t ·• :::•· : ·: •.•. ·. : •.... • .~ 
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~:~:-: ·: · . . : Newfoundland and _t~e fishery .to Bri,tain~ .' . , .. <-:: 
.I ~ ·,. 

r .. ·.: • • . .s 
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f·!'-... ~. ' .. 

• .1; • •• 
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:·:.' .. ..... ' . 
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~ ... . 
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The 'i"h~ry was developed by. merchants and · : adve~tur~rs _ · ., · .. _·.:::·.·~ 

from the · west of. ~~~l-anq _who· . · ha~ .bf.en .-tntegr~ ··in: ttie -'· -: · .- :. · l 
·discovery of ttie New .. World; · es·J?eciaJ.ly Newfoundland~ -Zt : was · - ::.-· . 

. . .. . ' .. 
I , 

imper a~ive for the west country merchants :-to. keep b·uainesa 
. ' ' - . . . --- . . . ' . . : . . .. . . 

. . . I . . : , 

on home territory if they_ w~re .t~ retain.. a· ·strong contro~ of · 
• • • .' ' ,• ' I . ' ' , ' • 

. '. . 

..: .· 

the 'fishery · ana,- to-· this end, . they ·fought . ~ny. ··.attempts to. ~ . · :-._ . ,. 
. . , • .1· " . . , • • ·. .- o# J . ~ ... ~ • ••• • , • · ' t .. ... 

sett1~ thei·r ·· portion of the NewJfor1d, :.Ben·ce;· there w_as :very-.. :. . . - ·~ 

· · ' -.. · ::t::~ :::::::::h~::b:::t1:f N::t~:::.::t:•b:::::r:::~ :. ·. }~ 
:.: ::'.; :. ·. . . ·' .·'·. . . . . . . . . ' . ... . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . ' ,: 

. • ' : • , , •.• ; • ' • •. ' ,· • • .. - • ' • .. • ' ' : • · • ' I , \''11 '" ' • ' •' 

f(·:, -:.': ·. · ·: ·:, . ~~ :How.~v.~~-, · a .· · gre~~~r .. ~nr~.~~· .m~~i~es:~e~_.ttsel~. ·.i _n .. the .. f;~.m · :~~ .. · ,:·.·.· .. :_,·~~d.~:. 
!-T_.:-: :< ·<·;. ·. ·. ~rench. claim~ to ·tn·~ ·. region; . and .. it _became :i.ncreasirigl.y ·more . . : ·~ -- ;· . . :J~ 

. . ·. ' ·.1 ·.· . . ' ·;. ,l'· . . , . · . . ·. ' ' .: . ' ' .· . . . •, ' . ' . -: .. .. ' · . .. -.. ·:' : · .. ' . ' : . . ~ --.;. 
.. . · appar~~t . - ~h~~-: : · sett~_.e,ment · ·was.:. neede~ . ·. · ··i~ _qr<l~r ·:to s~pport . · :· . : >>:{, 

' • ' ' • • ': • • : • • •' • • ~ • • • • • • • - • • • • '. ' • • • • ' • • .: ·:: ,.. • •• 1 

. Brit"i-Bh"claims to ·the-· region.· · A pol~cy:.was _ ··intr~~uQed - · which ·' · ·. : ·. ~· ~·:·: 
. ·. ·. . . . " , . .. · . . . : ~ - . . . . . • . ... . ·. o·· . . ' . ·~ . .. ·_: .. . . ~ - :.-·. . .. . .. :. . . . .. , . . .. . . ~ ~ ~ 

/-:·:... .instr\ll;ted ~hat·c·rews : ()£.· twelve men s~oufcLbe left to ·.wi'nt·er ' .>· :. >~\ 
~·~~·, --....: . -·-~ --•-' -·' ~ ----,-, -' - ·-,-- ···-:;---.·-,:.__, ;_ __ , -~--;------~-,---. 7 --- -- ~~-~---~-:- ~- I ' ' ' o • • :· , 

··: . . ... ' at ' fishi~g posts' iri '. o~(Jer;to maintain . t'h~ facil.ities 'that .. · ' .. ' 
·.· . . . . : . ·. . . ::, 

~·:. :._:·, ~ ' . ·- w~re . buli t . . each 'se'as~n, ... and . to war:d off . de'st.ructive atta~ks .· : . . . _,:,: 

t::~: .~.· · _' ~ -f~·om· :foie~~gn··. oppo~en~~s~ · .. :~h~ -~e~-···nor~~iy:. s~nt -·~wo : to·~~~·-· . . .· .. :-
1:;_· · ~ · . . ·. _- .. . : ·. . . ·. ' ~ . · . • ·.. _: ,· ~ .. .. · ·:... . .. .... . 
·· ~-~~. _, . · years · ·.·~iKing in ~hese · harbour·a. Thtis.'began .NewfoqncU_and~s . · : . . '\..\ 

> .. .-..~ .. :-·:'. .. :legi~tm~te. - ~~la.nteri '4 ·pop~~tio~.·-.. ..:_I~ '· ~~s.: .no~ altog~th~~- ., , 
~; ' . · · · itnW!':i;~~~d b( :~be ~~r~b~t~ ~~cau~~ thea~ planters: w~~· ,i~J., .· ·• · ... 
:-·-.· .. .. , . .. · ~ .. · · an.>excalierit pc)sit.ion -~o _. make· the __ P,ur·su~t --· of '. th.~··. - .fish~ry ·· .. . ·. . . . . .. . ' ' .. , ' . . '(_' . . ' . . . . .. ' . . . ' . ' . ": ... _.~ - . ,· : ' ~ .. .. '.' . . _.· more effici~nt. . ·.···.; ·. ·, :' . ... ~ - ' ' .: .. -~: ",,· " .· ' .· . .. ·. · .. ·: .. .. - . * 
~;· _:.;· ' ~. i ··~ . . .,~· ,; . .. ·. 

. . .. . . . .. : '. . . . . . . .. . .~· 

~~- .-... ··- . . ~ . . .· . . ' . . . . ; 1 - ~ ... . ' . . ... . : . . . , .. 

,~~ ~:· · . ·· ·: ... • ~ .... -. ·The .. so,~~her~-~.Coast · of -.L~~~adOJ: ·. is shown ~nth~ ~~rli~~t .. ·· :: ·· 
~- .... ~ ' . • , • . . ~ • ' ' . ...... . - • :: . ·. ' •.. · \ . .. ... i ,· : . . ' . . , . ~ •. • • ': , . . ' . ' • 

:~!.?-:.- ·.. · __ : ·. ·. _- - -. ~aps ~)f.· ·E~~C?I?.e~n ad~enture~s . ·a~d ~xp~o:rer_s . t~ .. ~be:. ~ew · World~· _ . . 

~.:.\: . ·· : :::_ ~ ' '· -·~ ... ·._· '.:- · . . . · anci· it :is .tb'is . are~·; ,th~t:· became ttie ' ~tu~ai'' $itension. to ·tbe ' i. ' ':': 
~{~-:: ·:·<-· ·. ·.. .. ... . : .: .. · . . .. .. - . . .. . :; :·· :~ , . . ... '· .. . ~ .·.·:::<Y 
';1\,., .. . . • . . • · •• . ' : i . . . • • . . . . • - . . • '• .. . . . . • \ . . . . . , 

.. . .· . . ': ' ' .... . ,. ' : . . ... ) 

··(~7_.. ~ '' : f • ,. "" ' ·- > ' ' I ' ' • '' t•" • ' ' ' ' ' ',' I ~~ 

t::k~~~i~ .. i;: ~&;;i;, ,: ,;; ;,;;;,;,~;, ,~, ,,,;•i:y', ~ \;; ii) ;, : ; i i.\; ; ~. ':· :·: ~>~ :': :,~ :. ·,·; ',,; ,-,: ;,/ :': .. ,0 ' • ; ,,: ; .;.;,: :. ~~ :,~t· ;::;.~.: ~; .t;;,·, :,{:~J 
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;::~· -: Newfounclland· ~.-~·i·IJ~ery during. 't:e l.a~·ter·: ~alf ~~- the· 
... .. ' . . , --:- . ' . - . •, . ·. . / . . . .. ' . . . ' 

.· · - eiqhtee~tl) _century.· Whilst the ' discovery ·of :Labrador· by --lA- · 
• • ' .. _ ,' • • ' . ' ' .. • I. 0 •. • I' . • . . . . / .. ·~ • ' . . ..... 

. . -·Old· World s .tems·.- back to the Viking era· (circa .897)., and the · 
. ,. - . . \ . ...: ': . ' . . ' . . .. ·-. ' -

fishery started ·a few .centurfes ·later ·tinder ·Basque · w~aling 
,: • ', • , • .~ • • .·I • o ' ' . - ·., , · • o ' # • •' • ' 

fl~ets (14th.- centu.~y) 1 · the V~rious EU:ropean claims to . Labra-
, ... I . . . . : . . . t . . . .,.. . . :. . . . . ..~_ ,· • ~ 

· dor were not clarified ·u~til the· Boun~ary Dispute .. of ·1927. 
' '• • ' ' ' _. ' ' I ' ' • • • 

·f 
i ' •' 
),·:: .. 
-... 
::_ .... 

. • .. 

~· .. 
•, '· . 

~:, 
,.· 

' ' -··. 
'...;.\ . . 
:::_-:. ·.The:· first ·attempts· . ~t syste~atic .. settl~ent .·in· ·southern 

• ~ I • , . • - ~ :. • • • • • ~ .. ... • • • • l ' ... I ~ .• ~ . . • ·.. . .. ... . ·. 

'.; · '·.· :- ·Labraclor caine .. witb ~he . Fren~h when 'the s,eigne'urial sys·~em, 
' • ' ' o ' ' ' ' • ' o • ', • • ' ' : ' : ' ' o I:' ~o o o ' ' • : • o • \ - ' ' '. • ' ' • ' • ' • ' ' • ' ' ~ ' • 

?::;_'. · ·which·. ~existed . along tb~ notthe£n -shore · of ·the .st.· Lawrence, 
. ~::: . . . .. . : . . ': . ' . ~:. " - ' ' l . . ... - : . . , • ' . . '. ,; .·. . ' 
~I • • ¥ -. o • o o ' • ' • t • 

!~::. _ _. .·: . ·~ . . ~ · .. · ·· extencled ·as· far I!S. ·:.Red B,ay .• _The .. first seigneurie wa·s _ granted .. 
,;;:~ :: • • • • • • • , • • ' • • , ' 4, , • • • • • • • :- t , •.' : • • ' • , ' : • • • I '\ •• •• .. ' , • ', ~ ' ' • 

;;;.<·. ··.. . ; . .-· -. · .. . i _.ri·. : 17S~ . .-t:~. Augas~ine · Le ·cardeur ._.(Cou.rt;emanche) ,.:.and .·inco#-. 
/'; :. ; _1 · ' ~ , : • ' , I , • : ' • ' • , • • •• • • , .• • • •• • • • : • ,•~ , , , . '. • , • ,' , ', ! ' ' ~ 

1 
, . "' • •• ' • , ... • • 

·i>:·, · .. . ·. :: , . . : porated Hamilton Inl.et· (t·hen · called· .Kesses~s.kion) .• .' .. Cqui- · · .. 
~1{:· .. ' · .. . . : .' .::- : .;·· .. ·.· · .· t ··. · \ · . . . : . ': . _._ · .' .. : ·· . _" .·. ·. ·· ; .· · ' .... .._ .. , . · ., . ·. · ....... 
h\. · ··te.mancbe oilly_·se.t·. up ... posta.··_along. the ·southern :extreme .of hts · ., .... ·. . ' . . 
(r ~ .. ~ . . .. ..: . . .· ·: .. . . -: ~· ... ·. ·, · . : "· ·.· .. . : .. · . ... . · .. .... .. · .. ~ . . · ·. ·~· -...:· .· ~ . 

:i ·::_· . ·.. . : : · sei'gne_uriei .·.neyer v~~.turt~g . in~o · sam·~~. top Inl~t~· .·~be: . : ·sou~h~ 

~ ; . . . .. · er~ P?~u.on: ,, of tliiii · seigne~r ie ; was_l~ ,di vid~-~ Up :f:nto · · •· · · .. · • 

~::~ .. ;_:. .. suraJ.·l·er--collcessions · a~d · most ·- ~~ - them . were .. seasoriaiiy' .. oc~u; .. 
- ~:... . • • ' • t • • ~ • • • \, • • • • - • • • • ' ' ' ' . ' : •• - • • • • • • • • . • . 

:)..: ·. pied until .'l7.63 .w~en Labrador was ceded to Britain. By_ "this · 

~::· :· .: -~ .- · · ·.t1m~·:· t~e 'flah·er~ · in N~wfou~cU·~~a ~a·s· . thr~v~n~, ~~nd .the c~~st: .· · 
• t I ' • ' .. - ' • 

. : •i . . . . ' . ' . - - ...... 
· ' · . ··of ·.Labrador ... beg~n -~o joi~ -- t~e ,fi'shing ~riterp~ise of · the we'st 

·. · .. 
. . . -

: • .. : 

.. ··: , 

~ · :. . 
·. ·. . ·Country m"r.chan~s.·· ~ •. 

" . .. . . 
.; 

• • • • 1' 

' -· 
.. .... . ·· Fz;Qil its· -beginning ·the . ·fi~bery was pr·o~e :t~ pe~i~dit:ai # 

. . . . ., . . . . . "· . . . - . . . ''" . . :. 
' I ~~pression&, and, . durin.9: a bad seas'On·, it was .quite p)ssible .' .. ·." ,, '. 

/ ~ ··. : .' . . : '' • ' ' . . . .. . . _· ... . ' ·. .· . ·· . . · ~ .. .' -~ ' ...... ·. · ' . . · .. ' .. 
·" .. :·:· . for a COI!lpanY.: to lose all the investments it had m·ade. .. This . · . 

~ .. : :· .. · ' .:1 · . . / ': : ... -' . . . :' . ....... ' . . ' . : ' · .. . · . . . ,:· .. . .... : . . .. . ., . 
:·_ . served ·to · make · the • fisliery 1ess attrac·tive· to, those mer- '-

" · ' • • ' ' , o' ·t, ' • ' ' ' :· ' ' o ' ' , • • ' • ~ !I ' . • > ~ o • ' .., .. o ' • • ' , : '' >: ' ' • I • ' o • • • ' ', ,' 

!~;.·. . · ' - ~~ant~ '!h.~ : ct)ul,~ ·afford to comP8~e - ~n· ~o~e. stable . _ ·concer~s. . . .':·. :( 

~~;i~:: . .. . ·_:·. ~. :_. - ~~ev·e_c ,~· .. ~~a ·f.i:~he~~<~.~~ ~~t· .. :~b·~~t : ~~ : ~ntrepr~~~~rs.f,. ~n- a~ ~ ~- ' .: · ·./::~· 
~~~-··.f·:· . :~ : . . . . '< . ; :. . . ' f · :. ' t ' , , .. ' 'i ._· • . .. . • .. _ . :-' _. ;·/_·~ 

· .1· , ' ( ' ' ' · I · " 
~,:·,' ' ' I ' ' I "' , : . • • • ' ' ' o • • • •'• ' ' ' • • ' · • ' '.-r.~•:. 
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~~ri! i}"_t :/ ,, -: :. . : '· . _. · ~ ._ -F. . . • __ ··. i\. .· ~ :. : •.. , . . Dl ~ "::: -... ,_ _ ··:"':': .~·- ·:. -.- . ·:···:· .. . .., : .> . ~ :: ') i~:) 

~ ::: , ·. . . · atmosPhere of increa~::; J -~tition, it ~ecam& a ~~tter . Of' . ·. ' . ; 
_(~·-__ ;~relt ·.,d_i.gnifica~ce :~heth~r ~ company ·had weathere~ ~e~er~ -.. .,· ... ···)_ 

:;:: : ~ sea~ons and was ~- ride a. ~iticularl~ . ,•I'Oor :
1 

Season':--. · . :; " 
r·:. · .. ·. This ·.ability arose from. the. security achieved;·-~y experience . ., · ,;· 

:_: .-. · gained and· investment made_ Dv r a period of t~me. 5 . 
::i 
.. · .. . 

In 179B-93',_ ~there was depression ih the . . ; . 
.. _·. , "' ... . . ~ .. , . ·. ' I" ' "' -,,_· 

1 
. '- Newfoundland fishery~: · caused argely by .the American Revolu"' · r • : >; ·: . . tio'tlatY- war, and l~t~r, :<t~ . NapO~leonic. wilrs, u~ippiog : . ·< 

/' . . , r~utes : ~e~" d~srupt~d a:~ +e l~~ur f~rce upon wli~c~~ );he : . ·.·. > ·:: 
.'.' ·. , ·. · .. ·- ·. fis_be~y - ~depen~ed w_as ·comman~~er~<l .· tC? , . ~ight · :i~. · the i ,wars.- · . . · ·.·-:":·\· 

~-\;--._-;·-~- . · · A£te·r ·· tb~ _. Treaty . ·. ~£ .. ·-.. v~·~s-~:il~e~~ .'.it' .· be~~~·:: ~~ce~~ary - \~- , _. . :- ·:-_-::·;:< 

hl :; •... · • . · .. ·_···· .. · .· .•...• ·· ... ::::bl ~::t:c:::~1:8~:~:: r :d· -~:~ :~::::r :e::~~:::i1:r. 't::·.·. _.·: ·.<·· .• ·,~ 
::·;_;:·' , · .· ' -·_,., _..I '.· .·. ' ._ 4 

... ' • . \ . t\i , , ' , , '- · . '.· · .·· ; ,, . ·· ::.- ··: 

----~~-- , . ~- ··. ~e~·-fo·u~~an~ ~i~h:e~~~- --- - · .t~_e ~~sf _.C9untr_~_- __ -. me~c~_~nt~ :. _ , _~e-~am~·._. ·. ~-- --~- .. }~; 
.:~:.:;:_ .:_ · , · i~te_~_este~ _-. ~n - . the·. ~-ab_~-~dor~ . _ ~-~s'"be.r~ ~ In~e_c~re· firms · ~~gan · . - . --::·: 

., looking elsewhere for· ·business. · to bolster · · the-i~- ·' f ai).ing. , ,: 
~~ '•:. ' . . ' - '. . . . . . : "' . ' . . ' . . ·. . . : . . . . . .. . ~ . . . . . . . . . - : .~: 

~t .. c . . • ~· _· :::.
8

::•::: B:u:n:h:t::;~::::o::c\:e n::: ::t•::::: t:~::::: .. . . . ; :: 
; ... ~ -· , thel.r ·. bu~ine~s-es · fr~m·· the - ··-EnJ~1~~ Sho~e~ .of .. · N~wfou~di~nd·. ::- li. _<'::-::} 
:-., , . . . • . . . .- .. ~ : . I. ( . . ,~ : . . -:. ·. . -- . - .. :, ' . 
:.:<.-: :·. " ·The· n~rtmoutb;.. and ··sri't.ol-linked firm of---Nob.Le ··and ~ Pinson; _ . . . .. 
}·/·~. .: :· .... .. . ' . . · ·. \'- .:·. --.. · ... , ·. ·... : ·_ --~-- , .. •. ·;·. 

~r~~:·.', . . ... _ -~h~~"--- he~dq~_~r~e~~ were-- ~~- _ s_~_· - ·r:.hn• ~, · __ i~- r.epresentar~v.e ·: ~~: _'·'.': . ·.·:· ·.'.) 

~{_;:·,~ - thl:s movement.~ .AS· · the· ·. Ne~foun·fl·~nd:._. 'fi~hery ''· ~ever . -.:fully , ... _: . .-,:, 

\~~-:- .; -•... ( .- ... - ~ec~ve~eQ-~ --fr~m . the ~epresiiion, !\. m~ny 'of· i .~h·e~e - f~tm_S,\ ~v:ent.~- --.· . .. ··:.::-:): 
' ' o 0 ' , , ,·, , 0 t' ... • ' ' ' 1 • , ' • ' .. ~ • I ', , ' •'-1,' f :;.: '~ . . . ' ' . 

t-·· ·l· ' -: . ally,_ r~treated perman_ently .to ' ~~~_ra~o~.'. ; __ ,_. ·' . : ' . ::;: 

i_l.~_:_'i:_: .. - ' ~ ·_ ·. ·_· · ·i . £ew.·: -otp:·~ ~d~~~t-~~ers"> d-rL~.~~ --~o·~~k- ~ ea·~lie~ -- - -.. bee~~~-··-- _ - ~.,- ~ - .' .:_· .-< 
- ~ ' ' ' r • - • I;: o o ' -: .. 'o ', '• • 0 : o o ' • ' ' ,' : • ' ' I• • ' ' .. o ~ • .. , • '• ~ 0 • ' f • ~ • :. • ' ' ' : ' 0 ' ~: o •'~ o .' ' : ' • • ~ ', ' 0 '.. ~l: ~ 

;-~:;}~·- . -.. ·. of -:- 'ttie competition offered.' by . e~ta'bli'shed dllerchants ' further ·· ...... .- _.-;··,; 
• < ••• - • : • • • • • ' • • • ' ' ... ... • •• ~ ~ • • • • • ' . ~~.-. • ~ ' • .. • • • • • • : • • • • ,• 1·,· 
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. -.J ,., .. 

~-.. · . ·. 

~:!;:: ··.:: .. . -~ ·· · - · . sout:ti, bad· al~eady ~e9un· _new.: enterp_rise's in Labrador. which 
~/.:. :: . ... , ~ ~.; ·. . o- . ., 

~.~.~-~-;_:~.·-.·_:_·~·.· _. j . . . wer~ ~beset)' ~-n . England• car~ right • s . Brist;()l-baa~d . com~any 
was · the first 'recorded ·est'ablisbment in . Labradp'r, at Chateau 

. . :-

::;> ~ I , Bay in . . l77t. cOmfeUtion 'grew as oth~·c Compani. ~ollowed 
~ .. . .. ~ ~ . - . ~ · 

-~. . -~. i ' Gartwrigh:t• s 1ni tiat-i'{e. cartw-right respond~d· by moving 
·~~,~~: .. ·\ . ~· / . . __, 

t:'·.·. :.:·. . _j ~u~~her nod:~ o~ t~e . So\Jt~e~st~rn· ~oa.s~ ~~d ope~i~g ~n 
(.t•.:.' . . I . establ'isbment a·t Sandwich Bay, the furthe!lt north ·any .adven-
~!·f .. :· .. ~. _.·\'/ .· ,: ..... . __ · . . <. _· . . ·... . ,_ ... . - · .. . , . ·.·. .. . 
~;·., . . . j- ·turer bad da~d move because of. "the somewhat hostile .- recep-

::£~-~:.:: ..... • ·.- ... . --~ ~- -tion e~e~te:~ fr~. ~ t~~ - ~~~ig~~ous' \x~pW.ati~h-~ . -~~iing' . hi~ · · . 
~~ . .: , .. 

. ' . ;_ 

' . -
,-;. 

.· .... . ~ . . 
J. ·.~· . . ,1 • • • • • • • ' • • ... , 

~f.:'·r':·::· · . ·· . ·. < .. cartWri·ght's .. moat · ilteadfast. compet.itoi:~s.- · . .' Howev.er; · nwneroti~ ;:··-'·:: 
~-~~,.· .. _:- ' ... ·. · •.. : ~ •.: .... : · ........ • .. · . . ·· . ··. . · :~ .. ~ ,· .- ·.·:.: ·: . .' . .. · . . .. ~ . "' . . . ·.=· ... .. · .. : .... . 

K{:f .. "-._ ··. ,_ . _·:· .. -.-~m~l·:·ent_erprt~es :' ~~e and .went .~.n . .'th~t.-p~riod. _:: . · :·-:.::-
~~~ ... -- ·;!. ···.··.· :· .· ·.· .- . ~ - .. >·:·.; .. --~- · : "-.;." ·,._... . . . ·· : . · . . • .. ·' .. ... .. :' . .., ._._ ... 
~\.>-'~. ·_· ·. ·. <··· -:·> ~ -.. · ·-:> .. : I~ - -1-~:·64 -Hugh ~~-11is-~~, :..the . · .G~-v-~rno:r · ·. of:· ...;Net.;f~undia~d, .. ·.·:·.- . _.:;~. 
j~>-_ .. ) ._ ; ·-. :: 0 

• --9~antec1 . . land : t~· -~~-~-- .Mo~avi~~ -~;~s~l~~ ~n · Labrado~~· -. . :~hl.s -w~ :- ... -· ·· .:_ ·:~{· _ -:: 
~~~:- ~· l . ' . . : . . . ; . : . ' . . . . . . . . . .... . : . . : .' . . . . . . .. . ' . . ~~-. 
t ~,. .; · . · .' .· to :-have_·.· th.(! ·ef'fect of -~eepirig: . tbe ·ri.or_t _heril ~1_1ui ~ . away · , fro~- . . ·. 
;:-~ :...... . . .. . . . : . : . . . . . . :· ·. . . . .. . . .. ~ . . ·. . . . . . ·. . . ': .. . . . : - . . . . . ' 
~'(;-' ·· · .. ·. :.- ·the fi's~ery in_ t)le s~uthL where they .had · peen ~i~r.upting its ... . . ·.--: 
~~ .. / 0 : ' : 

0 
• ' • ~ : ' ' • , l 0

' ' • , 
0 

0 ' '
0 

° •' I 
0 

\ ' \ , _. 0 • , ' • • I 

0 

' ' .. 0 

-;:.:~:.: :-.- · . · ~ progres_~. ·The · Mora~ians .. were.· also ·\ to ·. keep 'the. · European . 
~.;i_~ . - ~· .. : ··· , ·, .. .. ·· ., . -··:· . . "· .... . ' ·. · '. · . . .. ·: ' '.' .. \1 ., " . · ·· . : .. · ... ' . . 

·/:-'-:.·. : · · : ftshermen · from ·.settling· too · near 'the Inuit .in the .nortbl' · ··· · · ·; 
~~; .. ~ ::-- • ·. - 0 -~.: ... ~- .. ·-.'. : • .. :~ ~- . -._ .. ::: · .. ... :' •• • • • • •• • • • #.'\_,.· .' . . ·.· .. 0 • •• • • ' · _: .. : .· • • • • • • • ; ... . 

£·~· ;:- · ... .. ~ ·. . . ·.·: thereby . weakening the·· control :t,he :- missipnarierf' wished·· to .. · 
~.!~;~· .. ~ ~ ' :' :'· , .... · ---:. ~ -~- .-. ' • . _,, '' ·.· .., . . \ . .· '. · , _ .. . · ···.'.· . . . . ..' . oe,: · ·' ' . . · .• ·. ': · , • 

;(~_;:;:· ·.- . ' . . . \ ... · . e~~rcis~ ·. on ._ . t_hem~ ·~t about the same t;ime~: .·ca~tw~~ght was . : -. .. ' 
~~.1:,.::.:.· . . . . . . . : . , J • It • ' • • • • • • c . . ' . . ' 

:}_~·:?>: .· ._. .. . . :·. · .. eal:abl'ishing hiinse!'f. ~n SandWich .B.ay, . . ··on . · the· ·. south~astern·'. · I . ... 

~~:_.;:-< . . . . .. ' : .· . . . - ·. . . . . .· .· . .· . :·.··. ·. . . . . . .. ' . ·:_ ,·.. .· . . .. ·. . ·. . .. . '. . · .. .' ·. ' . .. . ~- .. . .. .. : 
~i~:::-/:._. ~: ·.; .:_·.. ~ C~a-~~-- ,of · -~·~.r~.d~r.·~ :· se~-~~ent _ .h~d -~~i:-~n~~Y :_~r:e~dy .. s~~rted . _ · . . '·.··._··::;. 
~~: ~· .:. · .. ' · . ·. . ... along .·the Southern . ~hor~'- ·and. ~as :-. greatly supple~~nted · by • 
~~' ·? :' . ' . . ' . . ' . . . .. : .. ' . . . . . : . . . . . . ' -~ . ' .../,' . : . . . . .. . 

~W/··:,_ .- , _·. bo~~":.·:of · · . ·s~a-~onlll. _._ · f~shermen; in . the .·:sumrti~r. _, At _- th'i~ _.~i~t· . .. 
~i.~';}• ',' • • ' ', • 1 • ' 1 ' • • ' 0 _.. . ' ' • ' : : • ' ' ' ' · ~ 1 ' ' •' • ' ' , • ' ' • ' 1 • , f 

l:\-:iJ.(; ··· ·.·· ·:. •· ·, · ' _-: ·., ... the ·fir·st·: settlers · ~r.rived in . Hamilton·· Ihl~t~ : .. ·. · ·. · . · · · · . ·· . { 
~~~1/~.: ... ··._:.. •,. .. . .·· : ... ·. ' . ~· . ' .. ': .. ··,:: ~ ·. . . . .. : . . ·... . .. ::: 
~- ,•,. •· .. . . . . .. .'· . . :. . . ' . . ' : .• . . . . 

- ' ' I ' ~ - ~· · 
~~-:-. ~ ~ . .. • • ' : ' • : ; • .... . • 'I 0 . 0. . • • • ~ 

:.!1.-~. -~· .. ·: . . ~ . · . .' . -~ ·. . . • . ~ . . . . .. . . :. ~ \ 
...... .. : .. : . . . . ' . . J ·, :··.-.:.;· 

~:~;t1~i_;,~;:U.:_,,;;.~),;,~1v .. :~>~~;·;.,:,,:,··:· :·,;x ;; · .. -~;, :,·. _.·:.: _,:: •. ,· .. · .. · · /.:·· .: . : •. ; ,: .·~ .;, ·, •:<:· . -:_,;;:: •. . J,·,;;j~ 
·~~~t~;-~;~t~:~~t~-~;~~)\..Wt. !~f~l-~ 1,1·~~:·':<'-~·~~~~r~;.':·-:~!V\!~~-~·-~;. ';:·. ~-~~:~ ;~;'#;-·.-n.;· ·· .-~ !: .. :·.J '·· · ' ··\ :~ ... ~ ~ 't· . .• : ( l .!, It'.-· -.\~··:1-.~ =~~.;: . .1:·:t;~t:~,-•;. · t',-~ :~ :-~ };!: , ~ _ .-"t-~·,,~1 ~ .. : =· \I ~ ~-·:/'1-'·.,) -..,-.:· -:.~ :~' ... ··•· ! ... ~-~~,~} 
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In her study of merch~nti~e activ.~ ties · a.j.ong the s~uth­

Coast of Labrado~·, · ~~tricia . Tftornton ·(l97i) desJ.lbe-s 

thtee distinct phases of traders. These .are: ,'. t itstly, . the 

Weat Country -phase, of which cartwright and Noble and Pinson 
"'·& ";;-. .. ;d..-~~ . ··.... , ~ 

are the to~_tunners, secondly, the Jersey merchants such as 
- - ·~~-- < • < .. '- • 

De Quettev~;and company, who estabi i~hed busines'sea w~st 
' 

of Forteau1 and. t~i-rdly,· a ' pha~e .when businesses wer~ once 
• l!'\' 

. again· run · from the west of ·E~gland, but ·the~e ·businesses 

_ - a~o recruitea w.~rlters- .. from .t .he Charm~l Isl~nds. Du_rin·g ·this 
' ' ' ' :, • ~ • ' ' '" • ' • f , ~ ' • • '•: • • I • • • , .. , 

latter . phase · .Jose'ph ·Bird' s _company froiD Sturminst.er Newton . . . . . . ' ~. . ' .. ·. . 

' .' : 

, • . 

• ~ • to..: 

' •, 

. :'·. :· . 
I • ' ' • ' ~, 

... . 
'· 

, . ' :·. 
,• 

. tl~en; · in <Bamiltoti Iniet we~~: : th~ t~o companies . ~-~ : - J·~~~ph . . : .· _ .·(: _·~:. 
. "' . -Sird/who·-~stabiish~d : a base in. ·Fo.rt_e~u - in.·iae~ - ~~d·· ·qp~rat.·~d- - · . . ','_::·: 

t . . ' ' ~ . . • 

c 

·a ·-f).shi'ng'-. P?·~~ ~t ' K~ni~~~h, < and < s~ade · ·~, . w~~se bu~in'e·ss ' ·:~~n --. . . . - ' 

out, of Newfoun'dl'and as $a~ly a~':l7SBs, and which -seht .9re~s 
. ·. 

up to.fish in Grosswater Ba~ • 

The reas.ons that these eariy Settle~s- had for w_antin~ 

. .. 
\ 

.. . ·· .· 

.. . . . 

.· 
. . ' ' 

to - settl_e , perni~neqtly in Labrador or_ Newfo~dland~ ·ra~her .. - ... 
-,.than visit seaso~·ally, ate obscute." . Tho a~ wishing · to stay 

in · Newfoundland and · Labrad.or • in ·ordt~r to .. be nearer the . 
. J < ' .. • 

·. ·~ 

~ish~ry bad · ~o outweigh the .convenience of being :· close· ·_to· 
· . ..... 

the. industry . against the. hostile winter : climate and isola-': 
. ,. . ·... . . ( .. ··· . . . . ' . . . . 

tion. from · food ·o_r any kind· o.f · service. ·. Abject pove.rty or-
· . .. I • , . \ , 

· ~l.·lti~~~:· ~_rob~em_s _ :· a,t hoJ·._._ o_f~~-n · : ~~ppe.d '!. the bal.apce -i~ ·. 
· · f avo\lr : of . per~ anent sett~·ement in .t ,he New world, des pit~ . the 

·· at~~pts of the~ E,U~ mercha~ts' to l'~iwent it, , . 
. .. . • . . . ·_.1 

~ : ,_ 
( ' • 0 . 

. . . .. . 

. , .. 
. ·-
. .. · . 

, . · , 

. . ~ ' .·.: 
. . .. . 

, ;: ' :···: . :, .~ ;- .. 

-· . ·: ·· 
' .· .. -

, -~·, :··~~ : 
-;;" .. . , __ 

f, );;. :. _t ~:.; -.. ~:~ •. ~·. ; : l ::i; •. ;r:~'.)iJ 
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"From t;he mid-eighteen~~ lcentury,~hen win.tering in . 

Labrador began, · Bri t~in was in a state o~ turmoil, _due to­

the American and Napoleonic~Wars· and to. economic ch:ange.s 

af~ecting both agriculture and industry. The first Settlers 
. . ' . ' 

' . ~ . 
who ventured as far ·north as , Hamilton In~et ·wer.e, iri mimy 

> 

cases, . avoiding press· gangs who were seekin_g men t.o crew 

-ships . for the American and Napoleanic wars,- they folDld it as 
. . ~· . ~- . ' . . . .. - . .. ·--:--- . . ~ . 

"favourable tQ stay . in Labrador and make good as to. r.isk . 

' , 

· .. . 

,... 

r'emaining at hom~. - Who~e· · ~ish.ing crews we~e . pirated ~nd men ' 
: 

0 

• 0 • 

0 

' , 

0 0 

0 

° ~ \. ' 
0 

.. I 

0 0 
0 

: • : ~ I t ' j • 

, · . .. 

· ·-se_ekiqg work in ··ports ·w~re · impr .. essed into crews -for war· · 
' • • ,. • 'I ' .- ' • ' 

.· 
s.hips. ··· ~ Me~ chants · ~ith . · 'establisluilent • . . .· \, . . .·· . . .... . ' , : . . . ·. .. . . . 

·.remained· in Newfoundland rather .than rlsk · thei~vessels and · 
• . • • • • • . • - : • - • • • .I • • • • 

1n . Newfoundland · 

·-· · crews .. in re.turning to>~,;~9land. Many--"saiJ.ors j mnped ship· . · ~nd 

stayed 'in North America, a few· making their way as far .north 

· as Labrador_ • . . •• 

The ~nclosure~, _which lasted . f rom•' the mid-ei~htc~enth . . ' 
• • 4 • e . . ' 

cen·t.ury. until well 'into . th·e nineteenth century, changed the . ' . . . 
' . ' 

· face of ·Britain• s .countrysid_e by enc~osing the inefficient 
. . . . . . . 

strips and commo~ graZing : land . into ·.large fields , in· 
·:· . . 

privately.-oW_ned· farms • . England had had a-_ ·dens-e · ru~al Popula-
. . t • . . . . . . . •. . . 

t.ion· before 'the encl.osur~s·. _ -Along w i1?~ ·the . I~~trial· . Rev~ 

~ut:J.on, . che .en~~su~e_s · effec.ti.v~lY' ~ransformed · the .. countr~7• s . . . . ' . . . .. . . . ' . ' :. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. . ~ ' 

popula,ti'on . 'trom a. :rural to ~n . ur'ban .one. ~· avoid starva- . 
- . . 

. ~i~n. ttio~e ·who : c~'uld ·l .eft rural:. a~ea~ .for the . . . · " . , . . . 
' .. 

tow~s. . ·Bow-;-

. . ... 

. •,. 

ev~r, .. ~any. ~(the towns _dur-irig this .. ~riod were al so havin9 ' . . . . . . . . 

to·-.c()p·e· ; W,~th · surpl u~· w.or.kers~ . th·e ·surplus · - befng caused by 
.. . . . ~~- ' ;.. . . . . . . .. ,·. .· . ~~ - .. 

. . ---
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the adv~nce of .technology in industry' w.hich · ~endered many­

types of craft product·ion· obsolete. The west of England tex­

tile in(lustry · was s\v.erely ~ffected by industrial advance, · · 

and so the towns and villages of Dorset, · Wiltshire . and 'Devon ....-. 
. . 

yielded a goodly crop of .aspiring emigrants to the merchants 

in_.search of labour for their fishing establishments in · 
\ 

Labrador • l 

As · w~th .the ~at Newfoundland planters,. the men· . who 

came out to .work in -Labr~d~r sta~ed · for three Qr four 

winters before they 'retqrned- ·home. Presumably, .men ~ were· 
. . . -"' . . .. ' . 

-rehired. fro~ year' to year, . muCh .as ' cartw~ight descr1b~~ 'in . 

his· journal. :_ He· often re-hired. men who .had ~s)en"t · a season . . . . . .· . . . .. 4 .. 
in his emplo.y, ,.and not infrequently _h_e hired th~se . .-who had . 

just left another-: firm• s ~mpltifment~ Thi.s meant th~t employ-. . (' . . . 

ees must ·have <spent a ·good · d'eal longer living in' Labrador 
f . . 

than any. individual cont·r·act. w~uld sug~es~. · Men employ~d to . 
' ~ . 

spen . . the winter in La~rador ~ere not j ~st ·f~shing ·crews. 
I • . • • ' ) ' 
• j• 

Mere~ ts ;Who opened new* estab~ ishmen~nee~ed mo.r~ men to 

maint1. in- ·th·~· who had such skills ·as builder, ca~penter, - . . ... ,. 
bricklayer, .sawyer·, 'blacksmi.th, cooper, mason and. the like 
~ . .... ·. . . . . '-.. . . . 

as '. well as boatbuilders and f~~erllien. cart'fright· soon had . 
. 
fatriers on his payrol~ at Sandwich Bay .t() extend his . 'trap-· · . . · ~ . 

. p~·ng . · activi t;ies.; · A numb_~t: of trades a·re recotded on' the . 
.• 

headstones of the · fi'rst' ·generation of .sett·iers in grav.ey~r.ds · 
~. ·- .._ • · . . .... • . .. I. )._ . 

~lopg ,th:e southern Coast of Labrador· (Thorn~on· 1977sl65) •. · 

• 

· •• . .. . f" . .. ., 

• l ' ' 

, . 

· ~ .. 

. '. ... 

~ . . : ~: . . .. ,. 

. ;~ · . 

... . .· .. 
·-

' .·. 

..... 
... 
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Cartwrigh.t also began bringing women out · as · m~i:ds, 
. ' 

.. I I t • • ' 

. · housek·eepers apd cooks. Both ·Thornton and Hancock po~nt out .. - .- . 

~s pignif~c~nt the fac~ ~hat women were . \ 
introduced • to 1:he 

. . 
various : establishments •. 

. 
Settlement only ~ccurs when. a part 

' - . . . . . 

·ot" the ·:migrant ~pulation deqides to remai:n ·permanently, ... 
' ·. :" 

, ·at'! . 
··· · raising · famil'f~s in . the area, and thi.s can only happen when 

0 ~ \ • 1 . 

women ~orm ·part of the ·populatio~. - At the ·same ~imey Car~~ , , .. · 
. ' 

wrig~_t- . not infr·~-u~ntly des~i~es li:l h~s journal the liais.:. 

ons forme4 between his workers and nativ~ :Women livi~g at· 
' ... 

one or ?ther Qf .his ~s~abli~hme~ts. 
~ . . . 

.. • I . , .. , , 

pc)rts where· vesse-ls . c~ll:-ed ·. to recruit .labpur ~n . their way. •to ' ... . " · :.' :"_ . . . . . .. " ~ - .. . . . ' \ . ... . ' : . . . . . ' . , •, 

. ·t~e ·. Ne~·.' Wdri~~ ~ . -~R. -~~r~w_r~gh~' s ·t~me _thfe ~~u~cr ·.·h~~-~ . be~n .: · _.··_··: 

· · ·· > ·o~r~o~:~t~~ -~-B~~stol, pork ·a_nd wat~r~~rd, an·d .· ~·at~r; ,Lori~on : ~s .· · . . . ;:-) : . 

. · w·ell·.6 De Q·uet~evili~·. ·drew .· th~ir· · {abo~r ·. f ·rom .. ~ the:: __ .Cha~e!' · : ··>·:_: 
. . ' . . ·' ;_/ ·. ' . .Jt '·· •. ·:_.:: 

. : . -~~iarid~ dli(ing t~e - 178~8 and 9Bs. 7 But _ a m~jorit~ . of .. t~e . ·~_::· 
.. -Settlers c~e.' out during.· ___ · -~h& time that_ Joseph . :Bird . arid . <'.: 

. . 
·' 

. >,~J .. . . • . 
. •• • . . ; ''·~ ... ~.J~ ~ • I . .. . - ... 

S_lad~· .s Wi!re establ·i~hing ·'their . compahi~s .in· Southern. Labra ... -. . . ' ' . . . 
. . 

do'r·. ~ec·ruitment. fo.r . Bird.' s:was mainly.· from. the Dorset vil-

. ' . . ' 
\ . ' l 

' · .. -; -: 
,.·. 

I . . ·, .... ·. '·. 
~~ges· ~~~- .t~wris ?ust no~r~h · o..£. ~lac~o~e - ~~le ~-~nd follow~~g .. · . . . _, ~-; 
the. stour valiey ·(Thornton, Hancock 1977), · and ·recruitment .. · . ~ >~ .. 

• . • , ~ ~ • .. • • .I • • • • • • 

. . . . ' . . .·" ' .. . . .• . . "\ . ' . ·:. : ·. ~ 
···.for . Slade's ·waa ·£rom t~e·: ~rts a1_1d i~an~ _village'! · of ... south :. _, ·-::·: 

. ' -
Devon. a - ":: :.·,.. 

. -:: 
' . ' . ~· • .: s-' 

: : ~ -'~ !-: 
~ . 

, · · ~-.There -were both : plant~rs ·a~d·-· traders·· amorig~t . th~ · ·people . ·~ 

· - ~~~~dy s~ttled !~~--.Hamilton i.:U.et .1n. 18l6.. ·. ~n b-ls acco~t .of 
. ~ - . . . ... ..... . · -.· .. _::: ~ "' . : .· ,_-~ -. _ .. : ... ..· . . 

·the hist·o-ry _of the region, .· Zimmerly :·· (1977:52) · names ·. tvo 
. .. •.. :,...-~ -;. . . . . . ·,. . ' ." : . . . . . . ·. . . ' ' . . : . .. . . : .. 

. ·: :·-:. 
\., .·. 

,· 
' . . \. 

~- . - ·.· -. ' · . ... ~ : • . , j. 
. • 
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p 0 

lJ 

o Englishmen · who are recogni'sed in· oral history as be-i~g·· the 
. , . . . 

first men to settle in- Hamilton Inlet~. ~hese m_en, · Phippard 

and Newhook, 
·, Q '\ • 

are thought ·to have arrived in Hamiltan Inl't 

at arot,md 1188.. Although ·they married Inui~ women from the 

Inlet, · they l~f.t no descendants. -Shortly·. a~ter them in the 

~arly 1790s,· another ·man, by the name of Amnrose . Brooks, 

ar·rived from Brightop in England. _Brooks married · an .. 
orphaned Inuk who had run away from her community, and ma~y 

' 
of ~he residents of North West River trace their ancestry 

. . - ' 
. back to this ~an and hls £ amily. . c·-

., 

·, 
' .. . 

.. 
• 

'\ .. . ·. '' 

.. > : .. /. 
· The han;es ·of two tr~ders appe·ar .in the .1836 Hu~son' a .. .: . : ... 

I ' • ,1'•,1 

I "" o ' • t 'o ' o ' • , ' ' • ' 

Bay Journlll9 as. being establ !shed· in ,Hamil ton InJ:et. ~hoinas . · .:_.-·= 5 
: . ' : . . ' . . :--· . •• . ,'.' ··. . . 0 - · . . . " . • . ~ . ·. ' : .. 

Groves was mentioned .as a ·· trader. ·with 'his own · establishment . , ~- · t: ·.. . · · . . ... .. .. .. ·. ·· · ·· o ·· · · · ... i . 
· a"t Tlibb H~rbo.ur, on · ..• the southeaster~ coast of Lab_rador, : a_.,d·· · · · · ··>.r 

• • • •• • • ' • • .J • • ' • • \ .. , • 

. \ with buildings . he was . willing. to·· l~an;· to ·:_ 'th~ .. - ·audaori I a . Bay .-. 
· .. ;..: . ... :;· . . ~ \ .. . ·-:· : .. • I , , , • • , : , • . .. • .a . .', J I ~ • 

men· in 1836 •. Joseph ·.Bird' s company was ·also. mentioned .. . He. ·. . 
t • " • • • • ' • 

:' :·~ :.::; 
- · .. . 

-ran a salmon fishing post ·at Ke~imish, a~oss· · the; bay · f·~Om 
( . . . ~ . , .· . ' ,' ... ' 

·t~e preeent · site .of · North West Rivet, ,which is still - inba- ·. . . . . 
bi ted. · Bird• s . operations in. Labrador begal') . in 1800 - -(Thorn-·.' 

• . . c . • ~ 

I ' • • ,G 

ton !977·) , and the. man in charge in 1836·, Thomas .Garl.and, 

. was .. said to ha~e been in ·the Inlet for B9m.e thirty ... y~~re 
. . . . . 

. . · ,_. 

.. ' 

.. :: :: .. ... 
. · .. ,· 

. .. . ' . 

There · are . num~~Qus . Btrd fam~l i·e·~ . ~n 1S~ndwl~h Ba~-, : .and the .... 
• . 0 .. .. 

riame Groves exists in bo~h .Sa~dW'ich Bay .a~d HamiltoD Inlet~· 

, 
. .. 

I ,-,· ·* * * 0 •. 

.. . ..... 

- .. . ·.· 
.•J, 

. . . ' 

. . .. . ··,:/ 
.I .. • 

: ~ : I • •( • I 
. •' 

. . \ ·. ·._ .. \~~ ... 
illustrate not . ·-' '· \ : 

~ '· 

. _ ... ---.Tbe previous paragraphs have , serv_ed to 
. . ' 

' . 
.. . . . . . ;.,.;· <~:~ 

'-,' .· ~; . .. . ..• : 
; l ~. . • • :. • • •, ' ,: ~::. 

~< • • " ·~· r o 
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.· 

the ~irst Settlers in.Hamilton Inlet .might ·have . 
/ 

but . al·so what ki·nd of social and economic · 

' environment they left behind. them when they came, and 6y. 
. . 

wha~ route th~y might have arrived in -Labrador. The first 
. . ~ 

. Settlers were mos~ probably rpral labourers or c~aftsmen and 
'\ . 

tradesm~n from ~ural t9wns and villages in the West .of Eng- . 
. . 

land and· the Ch~nnel Islands. Social and economic'condi-

tions made it difficult for them to remain. 'lh their ~.,home 

. . . 

· .. 

: _. ··. 

count.ries, where there w'as a severe sho~tage ·of both lan~ • · 
. ~ ' .. , . . .. · .,. ·, ·. 

and·:~ork~ At .. _the _s~e· time. wars,. were_ ca~~in~ ~a de~res~ion i~ : · · ~ · 

the . Newfoundiand · tishe~ies·, . and:· . al~o adversely . affecting.··· · · · · ·· 

ahi~piitg. The failing .fi~bery 1,11 11 ~~ • we;ded tiut the weaker \_ · :: 

.,~:rc_tiaiit's in ' .the enterprise and . causc:i> s~me' of them .. ~o ... . . :·.:·_::. 
.. \ - ' \ . ·, ' , ' : ·: • 

·. remov~ to· ·Labrador, . · whe.r;e .' some . co~pimies .. . 
r.ema~iled p_er- . 

The , . surplus :·· of . ' labour accUmulating· tn Engla~d ... :·· 
' . . . . . : ' . . . . 

. . 
· . manently •.. 

.. ·. ' . . , . ' ' . . ~- -~ . . . . 
.. · : ·.was, to.some .exterit, dis~ipated .- by. __ the· n~ed fo~ s_oldi~rs ~~ .· · . 

. . ... . . . . ~ 

· · sailors to fi_ght · in ttu! ·wars.- · conditions f~he labourers . .. 
. . . . 

--== _wer:e fa·r from pleasant·;, out the press · gangs certairily did . . ··· 

. --n~t off~·r a\pal.at~ble · ~ltern~tive. Opportunities. to enlist 
' ..:. .,..--.. - -· . . ' . . . . . . '•. . . . . . . 

fo_r - ~e :·fi~~~~y · wer_e ~imi~ed~ due ' ·.~0 the d~;sruption of . . ··. 

seafaring d~ring . the· ·wars,· . -~owever; a .slight but steady 
. . . ~ . ·. 

stream· of peopl~ fC?~d· their .. way . out .. to the 
. .. .. . . .. .. fis.hecy . in. 

.... . ' ' 

sea~a~.i'ng pe'came easier~- . ' . , 
.. , ._ · .. 

' ··'· 

. ·- . 
··. ,_: . 

. · ... 
.··. 

. \ ~ ' 

•,.· ,• 

. . · . 

... · 

"' ·· .. 

. .·. 
(• . . · 

' · .··. ' .. ... 
~: ;i ~ . ' : " , • . 

{~\:,: . - . ·. -References . are m·_ade· i~ . the folk histo~y of ·North :. West 

tx;.;' ' .... il.i~er . bo~h ~o th~ r~rAl life in England Which ba~ be&it fo~- ; 
· ~ .. '· .... ' . i . . " . 

i~/> ~- .. . .. . ,· . . . 
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l 
saken by the pione~rs of - Hamilton Inlet, and· to the 

" Napoleonic _ wars. In her. di_ary, Lydia Campbell, remembers her' . 
father, Ambrose Brooks, reminiscing about.the life he left 

··-
·in England: 

~hen I first remember .to see tbi·ngs and to· under-
. stand, I thought there was: nc)· -pl~ce · as good as 

thia;l in · t;tie ·world,. and that my fathe~ an~ mo~her . 
and .mY ·two ·si.ster-s was (sic). the best i~ the 
worldf· but our good· · fath'er used to take me on his 
'knee ·'and ; tell . ine hi!(pome was a better·. country, 
o~y ~t' was h~rd to .live ' there _after.his gqod o~d 
father died and 'his mother· ·could hot ke~ him so 
he stayed.' with a goo~ old mi~ister, .flbat was '· .liv­
ing in the parish, until .. he died, · alfd then he :came· 
out to. 'this country to ·· try ·. his· fort·une · iri. this 

· placer for·. t~e w~rs_ was (sic) rag~ng between .Eng-

.• 

.. land and·France· and all over the world ·and - tfte 
pressgangs .· w.ere . pres;t:~ing the .y,oung ·men, :so he ~nd _· · 

. • . a lot more English pe·ople c~me out . up_ the · shqre · 
for woodcutters., sea11·· .fishing· anq the cod f ishe·ry, -

-which ~as the higt:lest in ·. thos~ _day_s.: (Campbell· · 
• . 1980:8)' .... . : .· . . · .. ' . .. . . 

. . . . . : ·. . . " : : ; .: . . . . . . ·. ·. ·.. . . 
Edila CaJ;Dpbell, a contemporary :· North West·· . River · resi~ent; 

; ' ' • , ' o ' 'o : • =, o • •• • . , , ' o ·,_,... f ' • • I ' ' ' 

remembers songs she · iearnt -~.' ·f·r·om-_:1'; h~r · gr~~t un_cle, Eamon 
·. . . . . . . , · . . . 'j . ·: . . . • . . . • . • . : . . 

Chaulk~· which date back~ 1;0· the .Napoleonic wars. 10 ·. Tbe rela- . 
: I : ' 0 o ' o I '\ ... o o, ~ , - o 

tive freedom ·o_f . p~on~er life · in Labrador, · -tb1!' unlimited land 
~ ., . . . . 

and abundant game, inust hav.e · .see~ed _marvelous· to · the e·arly 

settlers, an~ must have gone a long,.~w-~y · ·toJard~ .com_R~~sating . . -
\ 

. · • . 

· -: '· . .. 
~ .. 

.. '; ) 

. ' -. .. \ ~ ~ 

. ·. 

.· , ,._. 
~ - · 

, .. 

I ·• 

.. . 

_, 

'. 

. . 
•' _. .· 

. . : .. 
. . " . ~ ... . . . . .. 

" . ' . ..... 

. \ ~ : . :-;·~ : 
.· .. 

.. . ,.·.·: . ' 

for . the isolation -and the harsh 
l 

new ''environment '\ . th_·ey ·had . . to · · 
. . ) . . . . •\ 

. . 
face. 

\. ·* * * 
\ - \ 

:o~~ - \ 
\ ' 

' . ' 

'·{ 
' • 

\ 

• 

• I 
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...... ·. ' \ . .. 
. ':.-·> 

• , ·.• 
' ;-) ; 

o I ~. : 

.; ... 1:• 

:~;:~-;~~.:! >< .- . :_1: ·:·~ :-: .... -.:_--_.··. :::, _ _. < 1; ._··,. •. : ' ;,: -~ · . . :-.~ .. :·. :--: ... :<.:: . " ., ..... . ' .· .. . 



' . 
·: . 'r. ·.' ·. 

...... 
't .·' ,, 

: ·.~ ' ···.· 

':, ·: .. 
h.: 

·, •• .1. 

". ~.· .. .. 
. '.· . . · .. . 
';.' .. . 

,• 

·~-~-;.·. . : 
. ~. . .r : .. · ... 
··.:·. '• ,. ' 
,:· ~· ,: 

~. . . 
'· .. · .. 
-·: 
~· -:· . . . 
·~~ . ~ .. 

~::: . . -~ 

-.. 
•: ,' \ ' 
,.1• . -· ::; ·.. . 

. . . 

\ 

' . --v., 

I 

' -
The Pur · Trade Period: 

History of the Hudson • s Bay COmpany Inv'ofvement in 
· · · North West River. · 

* * * 

~his .section of the hist9ry. eJtplores the .influences of 
/ · . · .· 

the · Hudson• s B.ay Company _.and .its work ·force on the devei.oP:" 
• ' • • ; . ' • ' . ' • • I ' • 

. . . ' . . , ~, 

ing socieQ' i~ Hamilton I .plet, and particularly ' in No~~h 
. . . . . . .. . . ·, . . . . . . . . 
West River. The chapter beg1ns with a synopsis~of the .social . . . . . 

structure· of th~ Huds~m • s Bay · _Company; . describing · .. how · i~ 

op·era.~ed . · at · t~_e· time-.the .com-pany .was influential in Nort~ 
·. , . - . .. ( ' . . . . " - ' .. . . 

! . 

'. 

. . ' . ~ 

~ . •, 

., 
• ~ I·; 

\· ·, :;; 
: ' 
\. ,• -
I . . 

\
' ·. ·: .... . ' 

I •' 

:. \ 
.- . 

·.West ·. a~ver .. . .. Much of the company• s 'l,abour was recruited .from 

. ~he · · O·.rk~e; -.;. I~l~nds - 'in S~otl~nd·, .. and . a·;..brlef btstory : o~ . t~e . ·: · · ·-'-: .. ~· 
' f • .. • ' • • • • • • • • _..: ' • • ' .- .' • • • ;. ~ . •• ' • ' • • • - . ' ~ • • ' ( :;.: 

islands. gives an unde~st'anding , ' of , the ecoilomlc . i>osition ·. 'of'· ' . 

'oi:~~~riM · . .. d-~ri~g 't~e : .~h~~e$ .in w.hi~h· ~. recru'i~e~t-~ .w~s ·. taking .. . ·' .. ,~. -:· .. . : :· 
-. ' " \.. . ' - . - -, ·.- ' .' . - . . . ·. ' . : · ',' ~ . . ' ' .. · ' '. . ·,,: 

.. : 'place. ' The social. standing of ·probabl:e · recruits ' with the -. · ·· ·.: ·_ ; .. . \ . . , .~ ' . ~ '' .. ' -· ' . . . . . ' . 

. . ' ~Cent baa for . tb8ir . ioirii.ng i:b.. Bud~ on I B ·~a:y Compal,.y are ·... . • ·. : 

. extr-apolated,- from this; These elements · wfll be. dr'awn 

• t~gethe..;_ to : describe ~ the. growth of . the _community · of North 
. . . :.... .. . . .. .. . ' ' .... -.. 

~we~t_ .River · throu~out· this pe~;.iod • . : · · :· · . .• 

. ' .Phil~~ Go~dr~~\s !~~1ra ~.till~· sva'tem .Qf * .' 
. . BudaoDt &· . .b¥'r ·Compan¥ l.Ul.~WJ. . (1988) is -art ·.excellent ., 

> • • • • • • • • , 

. . \ '~ . . . . ~ + ' . . - ~ . ..../ .. . . . ~ \ : . -

: .. . analysl.-, of the ·working. structur.e o~ ·,the .Buds~n•.s Bay_ 0Com~ . 
. . / 

i tri . amalgamation . with . the . North· · ·~est ' Com;E)any • . 
.. ' . ~ . . ~_· . . ~ 

· .. · pany a~ter 

.Alth'o.ug~ ~e· bOok -is ·· a~nc,rned .wi.th re.cru~~~llt and emp'l:OY:-
•• • • t' ' ',' I • > ' ' ' o ' • • • • • • : 0 I ,. " • , o ' ' • o . · , 

. ~ent - · pattern~ . for Rupert• s ·Land. (s:entr~ canada), the gen.;. . 

. . : ... ·. ~i~· -~-t~\lciture a~d . · -practts~·s .· descr~bJ!d'_J f .or ~ tb~ . - . No~th~~n·. · 
. . . .. . 

. · · . · ~ • .. ·. . . . . ,..,;· ... f · .. ·. 1!1 . 
I •· :• ' . 

~ o fl I 

l : ~· 

. ; . . ~ 

( . . ' 
.. ' .' : 
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. . . . : 

. ' ·., 
I ' • · 
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~~>":'.' ..• , , : •7., ,. , c:" ·.·· .••. · ,~ ,,, ·~ '" ''"'. >'i. :· ·; · ·• .... ··~· · · :· : ~~· o. )<:~l•-' •: .:~ ,. · ·:·}r~ ":sr<·•\: ·~·~:··~ ·, >?::.,; {'~'': "' ( ::f~ 
.. .... 46, - · ··~ .. . 1/ .. ... . ··,·· . . t· ·'· .. j 

• ' '·•' ,' tt ' · 'I o · : : ... . \ ".( 

• -w-· . .. • . ' . / . . . . . '• .-.~ 

.:-: ·,. · li11partmen,t apply equ~l~y# for o~her hPartments such as 'tM. . •·.:: 

J . .-: Montre~ Depar.tment, . in which. North West River · is· 1oc~ted. · . . . 

: . . ·iii.. 

.. ' ~ 

, , . ·:. 
. ·· .. 
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.. • ' ;.·. For more s.pecific det~ils· -rel-ating to aami.i'ton · Il)le~, · I .·bave . · , 

consui ted' t~e ·HUdson Is ~ay Compan}'.~ Jour.n~ls . ..for.' ' :N~rtb w~~t . ..•. · . . . . •, . 

River and Ri~olet (l834-191B) r wher·· ·these h~~e. been_·a;;~~~­
abl.e .· ~·see .·below) .·,. 

r,;. · 

. There are few -s~udies of the ~elati~~ship betwee.l'i' O~k.;,. :. ·_. "·­

ney and the Hudson•a··aay .Company. J • . Sto.re.r Ciouston wrote · 
• • ' ' • • ' ' ' ... ' • I • o ' ~ • o ', o ' ; ' o ' ' ' o ' "' 

~ a se.r.ies ·of· three articles in ·l!h,a -Beay•r . . betw_een .1936 and . 
• .. 

. ·:· 
: : • • 0 • • " •• • • • - • • • · , ' • • • • ~ 

1937', ·but .these are mor.e d~scriptive,j~han .tactual·. _ The. moat · · . · :, ~ :. 

·r~~e)lt ·and ~~fo~mativ~ '• st~.~ . ·iECJQ~~~:t)fcfuii .· ;. · ess~··: · '))r.~n~ym·~·~ .:· · .. · .. ··.I; ·.~.\ 
. : ' . . • • . . ·' . • ' . i • • . · , ... :· · ~ • . ' . ... . ·.~.- · . . . ' .· . ~-:·~ • •. ~, • '·'. ·:-~:~ 

· ln 'th·e ~BC .17 98-:1.821 ~ · ( ~988) ~ .:·: ~.is :study: cQnC~I)trates .. on. the . .· · . : . - ~ . ~ 
• •• : . , I ~ . • . . ' ' .~ : '. ' •• f ·. : .· . · .. ;. , ,, ·. ' · ' . ' . _... '• ·,.I I' •• • .· . . : . • . • .... . ·~ ·: ···.: ~ .. 

· ~ecrui~l! · from one :pari:sn in or.kney .·(qrphir) ·over.- a pez:iod · of·· ... · . . . :-,::r": 
f ' 
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~hirty years, . b~.twe~n .. 1_7~~ · an~ - ~821 • . - ·_.. · ··.·, : .. · ·. _·.-~ ·. · ~ . ·: _:~-. ·.·:./-
~ ' : ' ' o ' • • ' ' I • , ' : o o '• ' ' • ' • . o • • .-: -', ,' , .' 

The.re are :·~· : ·few . ~o~pte~n~i.v~: . hi,~t~r'i~s _of . Orkney~~ · ·_ but. ·. · ' .: . -._ ·~:.:_:. 
I , , : ' •' ' • •' • , '• • I • ,, ' . .. 

I . have drawn ·mainly. upon . the w.ork _ofi w. ·P •. Thomson• This . ·. . ' , ... . 
• • f ~ ~' 

' · ,• j ' •• . . .. . 

)'O_rk' _~Sil}g.i$8 . OUt . ~nd~ C~n.cen~ratef:f On . two . specif~.~· ·per~da ·_. . _." ·;.-.· .: .::.·. 
' G. • • I • • ' . • ' ; ' ' • ' " ' ' .' ' ' ' : ~ • : .·' ' ' ' .' · ~· : 

and issue·s in.·orcadian -hUstoryt . .f.he Littlc!..G.erteral 4Jld ,.tha· -., -
. . . . . . . ' ,. . : . . ":: . . .· . . . 

. . ... . . . . . . . . . . . ' 

RorrsA.Y.· crofters (1981) co.vers ~he enclosure .of, and stz:ugg1e· : 
<'I • •• ~. i . . ~ . . . . . . . • : . ' ... . • . . . . : . . . 

~ for . crofters' tightia on one ·estate in· Rousay1 al\c) ~ .~· · . · ·. ·:··._.,, . . . . . . ·, . 

.. . ina -'J.D-. o~tney · _( 19s3 > .. · ~ovex·~ ; the -ketp. tnd~stry •. . · ~. atatia·t:-· ·· .... · : .... :~~ 
• • • • f 0 . • .'lit • . ~ ••.• • : • •• :. • . .• .•. • . 0 • • ' • ' • :' . ' • • • " . : • .' • • - · : .··: 

. ~ ·- . · .ifal · 'Ac·count . .Qf . Orkne:v : ~.;..1l9.B.,• or th~ .Qld Stotis~ical. . :· .·'; 
·.; ·· . . . . .· : --:-:..·- . ' . . . . 
· · · ..; Ac¢ounti ·· (Sincla~r· 1927) - is a coinpii.ation· of · writings _ .. done , · . 
t. •• 0 ••• 0 • • • • • • • ~ 
~':, : • • -~\ • •, f • , , I ' . ' • , . .., , ' • , , •, • • • ' , • • • • \ 

~ by ·the v'ario~a. ministers ·of .the Orkney parishe.s; . and gives : · .· . -:~" 
•',' ' ' ' • • ' • ' ' • o, : • • ' ' ': • • ' ,• ' • ' • ' ' ', • "' • ' o o ' • ' • • ' ' : ' o•' '. I • ':': ~ 

;:::' .·. · · ~escriptions of the ·life·:~f - ~rdi~ary · Orcadians . around . t:he. ·. ·· .. ~ · .. _.-:}.· 

~;_;, . . t~~ri ,of. thij · c.int~r~ ~ : ~ liD stattiit9al AcCount id. . Bs:otlua · ·; ' .j 
! • ' t • 4 ' • \., ~ - , ,• ' I ' ' ....,) , .. ·- ~ ~ :! 

r~;.~1~ \ ,, ;l, ': ,1;,., ·: ':r ;, ~- .,:·'. ;, ;,, , i . ,,,,; :i: •• ' : ; / . . ; ; ; , \ > :·,, :, .;; ,: ; .. ) :.: ',,, ;,;•>i i~: ·;. ;•' , ~:.; : :. ~ :. :,! : ~};~ 
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.··.· . ·.. . . ' '. . . 

~·, ..... ·. . . . .. . ,.. I . : . 
~r:.: .·,·.·· : . > . _(184~) ' .does· the'.·:same fQt.' thti mid~nine.te~nth ~e~turY:, at the . . ' .:>:: 
;_i: ·· ~ .. · . ' . .. ' '. . '-~·'· 

('~>- · . ·. time when recruitment· was taki~g .· place ·for _the Lab.rador : .·: 
~:~- • ~9 

posts. ,· ... ·. ' . 
'l •' . 

::.·.,·.:. 

~- :::.. .. . . \ . 

·'. ~ . . . 
· '·' 

I • 

·.·. 
; ..... 

. . . • . . : ·T~Budson•~ ·Bay Company· Jo~rn~ls· fo~ ·Rigolet and North 
. . . c . . . . • . -- -
.. ' • • • • 1 . • ,, • .. 

W&st 'River .. f"or t~.e .~r·iod · 183'4 .;.· .1~19~2 const;it.ute ·the. mai'n 
. ' . 

primacy sour·ce of lnform~~'ion .. abo.ut ·aamiitori ··In!ei during·. 
' . '. . .... . . . . ·. ' ' . . ~ . . . . . . . .. - . 

':- ::. ·tba~e~ ·. These a~e· .supplemented .•lly. ~rticles · in b . 

.. < .. : ~ea~·.,, . ·a~··aiso .. _by . ~~·~: ~~~o-~d~ · o_f __ !ri~ep';~dent : ~·~a~e~-~ - ·· wh·o . 
I • ' ' .,1 . . .' . . .· ,. · . . . ' '• . - ~ . . . . ' '. . . ; ' . . ·.. . . · . . ::. :·-~· . . . \ ' 

::·_:· ... . . . · . were. :in . the -region .at the same time, when . records .. . were kept·. ·. 

~:< ·~ ·.'· · · . . .· ·~he· .j·~~~nai~, - ·~~~ti~sln.g . :·on .--~~e- '. dail~· - ··~c~ivi~·i·e~ :, in·· -~nd ... · 

·.·· ... 

. . . . .. _ .. 

. . :, 
. ·,. · . 

• ?· • . 

' ! 

- • ..... 

· .. . ' ..,. \ 

'·. . . " ' 
.. · . 0. ·:.. 

' - r , • •' 

.'"' 
;~ ·_:!,:' ......... ' '' . :. , .. _:,.. . . ;· ~ ··.. . . . :, : .. :· . -.:. : ' . ' ' ' .~ ~· . . . . ·.· . . . .. : . .. . . 

~>·.-'. :;.': · .: ..... c.,-: ... ~r.ound . ~pe ., po'sts, .. mf!ntionirig >name~·· of i;>eople and pl~cls,·· ·and :· . . ~~-·~-~· 
~~;::.> -~·: .' ' .. :· J , ' . : _·. · .. :. ~:e~~~~bi':ri~.·· .ev~nt~i . ~i~· ·.t1nav~~d~~l; . bia·s~.d .. ~~ .what· is s·~eri as :< .. '··} .:::.··.; 
:::!';\· '• ·. :::. . .. ·; ... : .... . :·_,._ . ·... . .: . ' .' .. '. ·• •. ·.': ..... .. · .. ' : ... ·.: ..... :" . . ·,.' :' '. ~ ' . · . .. .'> .. ·.' . ·. . : . '• . . ... : '·:'-: ··;~ 
t~~c>.· . ,.;' _. .. • .:-· .. ·. ,•: ~·~~~~-~n~:·· .. ~·~ ... · t~~~ · r:-~.~0.~~:~- .. · k~pt:.-: ~n·~. : ~~· :-.~~e_. ~_ay . in -: whi9h . ·.~i~ : is .. . ·· ..... _; _:-:·.·x 
~· .- . ·:. · ..... - ~ec()rd~~~ . : .s:ren -~~king · __ t_his ~.f~~- .~ ·nto, ~~.'cc_~un.~~ th~ -~e~lth .. ·of · : :: <·. 
:.: ... :. · .. . · . . . :_.;·.·.· : .· ~iif·o'~m~ti~n·· , ;~.~~ered . by . ~-~ese . reco'rds,. .i~:r · extre~.ely<~sef:uie.-· . :: 
·!!": .-,' ' ' • • • . ! . • ' ' : '• • • }. ' ~ ' r ' • • ' ; • • • ' • ~ ' • • • ': • - • ' ' • ' ' • • -~ 

~;·· ,.. The latter · repr6esent. one:·of the. few ,·consist4:mt and · detailed . .. · . .-:< 
{!.·~·· :: ;:: ' . . ;' . . .. ... > ' .: . ' . ·. ' ... <: .. . ~ . . . .. . : .. < ': . ·: . . y .... f~ms ;. of recDrd.ed hi~tocy fo .... _the re'gion' There are ·al.s() a , ·: 
;(;: ... - . . few: _per~onal :.d,t'arie's and ,.remihiscerice _s~ .. kept : intermittently . ·.;~i ':{ \·; ~>< . . .· ·. ,• . :. . : ." _.. . . . . . .. · . .' . . . .. . . . . . . . . · .. '. ; . ' . ' . :.· : .. ' ·; 
.:: · : ~. ~. by .·. t~~ -.~ :early · Setj1er's." . · HoWever-, .. these. persQnal rec9llec- . .... -' · 

::·~ : :: · ·. ·· · · ·. ··~ion~ · clo· ·.'n~t ~n , ~h-em~e~~~s b~ii(L· a·l\ acriu.r'at~ p~ct~·re of, ·.·the ·. \ _._.·\( 
........... · . ·. . = ~' . . ' . . ., •' • l ·. •. :- _' . " : . • ,. I '." ' . ' 

::.;:·.··.: ·_ , ~ .hi~~ry_ 'of· .tbe.-}~l'e·t· ·becaus.e tt1ey;:.ai:e so : lim_! ted~. ·. . •. 
-~.~·:f.~.::\ .• ,,· .. - ' ' ·.· . . ·. . ~ . 

r:.· , . , , . . . ._ .. 
• ,' . 

t·:-. ~ . · ... · · , .··. ·:. ·: ... J(ch~~te~. ·. i~sue·d. _f;om L.~~d~~ -~n ,l67,s · gav~: t~e · ~udson~s 

t.' .• ~.:.: .......•.•. · :_;·_ .. > ~&yl Co;.i,.any< e~ciusive i:~adi.ri9 ri~hts J.i) ti.e ~~ea ~~O~nd . 
. . · il~ds~~··~ ~ : ·B~~i .' b~t ~he · ~ontro1 o~· . tracle · ~ver sue~ :a .vast. ~rea 

i:,-~ ':. ~-' ··.· . . ' . _ . . '- . -' ~ - : .. : .~-.: ·:., · . · .' . ,. , . . . . · .. . . .. 

~~~1:'·. > .·:·:~.: .. : :. ·._: : · ..... · .. ' .:.. : .· ·'.\ ·.· . '.. . .. ·; ·~ · ... ·. '. . . · .. · . . ' . ~~. . ·. . ·.. ..:·· .. : . ' 

. ...... . .. * ' • .. . 
\ ~ . 

' .. · -~· · 
• ' ' I ' ' " ' ·. ·. \ .' 

~~ ·: .. ...-:~: 
. ·:· . ·.-: 
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proved -difficult from ·t~e ·beginning.· · French ni_erchants had · . -~ ·:· 
~ , .. 

been, __ tradin_g in, the area prior· . to 1~7,, a~. ·indepen~~nt · --~ :·::/ 
. . . . . '. . . . . . ':· .... ' .. . . . - ... . 

~r-aders . carried. on with 'their business after the' establish- · .~ .. ·.'. · ... . 
. . ·. . . . . . ' . . ......... . ·,. . ' . . . . ··.·-.; 

· ment of the Hudson's . Bay . Company~ · Budso~ 1-s Bay Company ; .... 
•, . I ·• . •. . ·." . . •. · , · .... :.r; 

managers ill· c~arge . of 1nland posts · were . req':lire~ to be ._ ,, _ ~ 
- :·' -~~ ~ 

r.esourceful.· because they' had' l.it~e communicati9n 'wit~ .. . ot!1e.-= 
"' , .· ; . . . . . ·.. . .. , . . . .. . . . • . 

. posts or · head .offices between the seasonal visits of boats · 
• ,.., f - . ·. . ' ~ • • ,. , • ., . • . I ,, . ~ 

~b~~nging ' merc~andise · and new recruits~ A structure 

, . . . •. 

., 

. . : ;' 
... 1. 

~itbin t .he H~dson_• s Bay . company:. which en~bled its ._-. : - . ,. ~·.·._-: .. :;:: 
. . ) . . . . . . . . . . . . ~-

~ · tra~~rs to·. co'~ . ~o~~ wi·th ~he-com~_e.tit~on ·-~~d .~it_h ·the · .. iso~ · ... · . ·.· .. : d 
~ -:-;:ati~n .. the ... . ·.po~ta·: face·d .. i'n ·· ~h~~early year~_ · o.t' ope~~tion : ·in ·. · ·. · .::~: 

.. • • .. ' , , • • • •
1 

. ' • • • ' • ~ • •• • • • '-a - I . ' . ' . ' ' ' .. . . ., : . I • • • • • • I ~. • • • • ' : ~"'!;~ 

· . the north._ · Th~ - Company_ did this . ,by . encouraging. loyalty' frQ~ · ·. ·. :.·: ;;.~ 
. . .. . :- .. - I"! . , .... . . •.· . . : ·. ' · . - .. ' -. . . • . · ... ' . . .. ·, .:· . : ' :~. :.; 

-i~s ... workers .· and · -~staolishing · hi.er~rc:hie.s . ~nd _clai!JI~b.ase·d :\ ~;)?; 
• , . • • ' '·. • • I • '. 0 ~ • • • • ' • • ' ' . • I ·. . . . • t # ' • • . ...... ~~~·f 

·_. social. str.uctures. · Since .. the latter:: were based on · the .Br-it- ·. ·, ... -~: - .,~·~·, 

. . 
dey eloped 

. ' .. ' . .. :- . ' . . . . . . . . ... . ' . . . < . '.' . . . . . . ' . . : . : :-.. ' ''·)~~ 
ish class ·. system, ~th~ ·ensured that gentlemen and .servants · -' ':·: 

I .• • . . .. 
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: ~... . 
.•' . 

.. . . . ' 

.. .... 
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. : ,. . 
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· . 

. . .• . . • ' ' • . : ' , . . . . . ... . . . . • . . : ' . . . . . ' . . ·• ' • ~' ·. ~ -~~1: 
fresh · to the·. north 'knew how to respond to· each· other·· desp~te - _ · ·· 

. ' . . . . . ' . . . - ' . - . . . ·. . ' . ··~ ·.. . . . .' . .. . - ..... . : :; 
... · .·· the . unfamiliar · . cond~tions in wh~ch · ttiey· found' themaelve~. · .,~ 

. ' ' .. "" . . . . • . ·: : ! 

The ·hierarc-hy. d.evelope·d;'into a ·system ~{lique . to. ·:the 'Huds~rt• a· 1 :.z~·-.:.:~1 
. . . .. · . . .. ' . .. . . . . . · ... ; , ... • , 

aay: Cf?mpa'nf.,_~ ·one . · that __ absorbed new. ·recruits a-nd~ in the . ~ --· ... : 
. ~e~igning~· ~av.e . · .~~o.ugh' in~enti~es . to' all' ran"ia \o' . es~abl.ish .· .· . " .~.:~~) 

. . '- . a: se·n~e .. · 0~ loyalty.·.. .. . . -.:...:! 
. . :•;! 

.• . 
·' · · . ~he. mid~· · hie~archical ~tructu're · di~ided .the HudsQn' s : .· :< 
~ . '·,, ·. · . . · . .... ,· .: .. . :. ~ .. . · . · . . .. ·· . . ' . ·. ··_··/; 

Bay _· ColilP.any. employees into gentlemen and ·servants (o~ of~- · · · . . ... ..~_. 
. . ' '. ··1 - •. .• ' . .., . • . . . . . . • . ' . - • . • . . ··.l ~. -~·~: 

.... .. i-~~rs· and .worke~sf. Gentiemen ·a.nd .. s ·ervanta . ~ei~ ·: . dra"n . . frm;. · ,~::.~ 
;'·.- . : 1 , ·~ • , ; \ :: ... : • • • • 

1 
• ,,' ', , , • ', '. ' • II , • ~. ' .' ' •' .. . • 0 ·, . ,- ~.:1 

.:: · ' .. ·: ~ery ··csif·ferent ·backgrounds ·· in.. Britain. >.Gentl\men · ·_were · . .. .-:·'H 
r' t •• • • , • · • ~ · • • • : • r • · • .. :... . : , • . • . · .•· .. 

~ ·i ·, . :: al;ost .·ex_ci~sively ··~~cr~it~d··_th~~ugb . t~e: _ I.~ndo~ offic0~nd :' ·. ~--._ ,, _·./:?. 
·,. • • • • ,.· ' • .- j....._• ' 

•;:,~~ ': ~ ~ ' • . , 
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I ' t , • , """ , 0
, , , \, ll:~ 
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,·~~ · ·' ' ,' ',,• • .•':: 'i . . r • . • · .· ~ · ,~~·~~ 

';¥.i:~;,,~\ij},1{\\,'1~~~~v.,;;,.,~,,"~{.:~.:i:t)~;::•tth,.~~ : ~:,,i;~;.~i.,.~ ~~:;~~~'~"E~· ·~0. ..• ,:h:x.L~~ ~,~:~:;G:1i· ~l;;~~ ,a,!e~;,~~~~ 
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·; ~~r~ r~ulr.ed to be literate. ~intainin9: .aCcount;s and keep-' · 

. ing records. _w.ere part. ·of their .duties. .shareho~sfers had' the 

. right to' bestoW ~pprentic~ships where. they saw fit as one. of 
"' :' . ' ' ~---- . • ' .·. ' ' . . ' 

· .. their privJ;lrege~ , arid, although thea~ favours were- . •not · 
. : . . ·__::--- ' : : ' ' ' . -· '· . 

~osse~ ·- around in~iscriminately~ (Goldring 1988:58), famil~ 

co:nilec~ions Qfte~ · heip~d.. ' S~rv~ts_, ' OJl •. :.he . oth~r· haw, ·~ere 
. • I ' , 

r~~rui t ·ed. ·through r~gi~lial ·. · of~ ices, such· as th~ one in 
_.-- •. . , .. · . 
~tromness, . . O~kney _ •. . . The difference . between . the origins . of 

the gentl~e~ .. · (tr·ader~ · ~nd . . ·factors)l3 . and the · servants 

helpe~· ·to. ~.rp~t,~a-~e the hi·e·r~rchy. . . ', ,-... 
' . 

,' . 
. • I 

" . ; . •, ,. .. . 

. ... Gentlemen, ··. who were recruited from ~ociaJ.- classes · . • in . I . . . . . .. .. . -... . . ·. ·. , . . . . . . . 
w~i·chr.they,. wer~. i:e_c·o·g~ise.d · a~: ~e~tle~e~; - al:so · _expecte~ to· b~ · . 

. tr.eat~d ·-~~.gentlemen whe~· ;t·h~y · a~riv~d1in th~ .n~_rt~-~14. 
' . 

' . . • \ 6 I ..... 

I , 

I 

· ... ·~nk·brougtit privile~es~ Those which set a ,mah1.s 
' relations ~o the Hudson• s Bay ·company and·.its pr·o-

'· .. , 

. ·' · ~r~y · were spf(tl'led out. · Those . ·which · fixed his · 
·rel.ations with supordinat~s lay ·. among the .taRgled .. 
skein.· of. unwritten t ·radittions of ·the . serv,ice. 

~(Goldr~ng 1~81:58) • .·. 
The gen'tleinen were set apart from the . . ~ . . 

se~vcmts ·.·b~ ·obvious 
. .. ·.. . . . . 

·differences · in lifestyle, .- such .·~a different · .t~sks· and ·food 
~~ ' ·: . ' : ... . .. . . . . \ I . • . • I • I • ~~.... • ' ' • .. c.:.~ · ·allQwances . _and · more: . leisure t~me~. a·s · well as· l?Y more · -subtle 
r';. ... ~- ' • . . . . . ,.·, . ·" . . - . . . . :·' . .· . ' - ... '. . . . 

r.-.:·- .. · dif.~erencert· : as ~n the. co~trol- ·<;>f infor~ation a·nd. authollity; 
~~·~~..:: ·. ·. · . ~ . ·,. . I . . ' . • ." : . . · ·• i . . / . . • .. ., . '·. · · . . . . · . 

~~--~~-·- • •• . • • • . • • : .
1 
B_eing transf~rred to . ~ther('post.~ · .. _ .w.i~~out _· .notice ___ was · .more .· 

~;.··:':_::· · · · ·common · ·among .. servants. than gentlemen.· Gentlemen were . also· · 
~'\"t ·· ' : • • . . .' • •. · ' .· , • . ~ . - · . . ', . I~ r . • , '~· , ~ ' • • .. .' • 

- -:-. ,• ~-. 

, I 

I . . . 
' ' ' . 

' . . .,. . 

:1!1 ', 

' ~-: · t 
· .... 

.· ·.:. . 

. ' ~ . 

~ ' 

. ' 
-~ . . •' . . . ~- ' 

. ' · h~: . . . . ,.h~reholders,· -t ·raders being -entitled ~ _to · half shares, and · 
;~·> ' - ~ . . ' ' ' . :. ' ' ' . . \ . . . ~ ' . • . 
~:.~.~~:. ... _ .. .. ~ ·. factors to~ a _19li sharEr," whereas. ordinary . worker~ . were .gi v~~ . ' _· .. ' · . ..... 
~.;~·_ ,., : . .. . • ' • .. · • • ' • • • • ~ • • ' •• • 11 

;;_.~;,:' .... · · : · · .· ··wages•·. .. \ 

~~: .. ' .l ' ' ;' . ' . ', ' ' ' ' . . ' ' . :; 
,\.. .. :, ' ' ' } .. . ' . . . . . ' ' . . ... .. . ' • , ' ' ' . .. '' 
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The ne~d for s~illed workers , gr~\t as the Company conso- . · _. ..... 

·~. 

lidated·· its· plittern of expansion. A m·ajor.ity of · ~he 

: '_: ::· :. ~-
~ r • .. : ' .. ·.; 

. i ~ •.· .. · • 
; . . : . 

~ .' ,\ . , 

. • \ : . r .. . • 

. t.ecruits required~ :by. the Hud~on' s Bay 'Company were . ordinary · 
• t • • • 

. . , _ · . 
. ,. 

.. ' 

lab9ure·r,.s, bu~ a · significant number of tr'adeemen were needed 

··at the· main poat·s.. The ·p,i:oduction of tools, b.oatbUilding 
'*"' . '4 • 

. and' repa_irs, . cons~ruct·ion · and maintenance, of post. buil-dings . 
. .. - . . . 

. , 
. ·.· 

,. and· ~he collecuion ·of wood for fuel _. ond buildin~ we~e . ~ommon · 
• . . I • .. • • . , .. 

, tas_ks at . all ·pests. . Wo~kers wer.e ~ncreasingly expected to. 
. . . . - . . . . . 

' . . t . • . 

. supplement 1;heir food allow.a~ces,. 'and often had . to ~supply 

ineat o~ : f~~h .£·o~the ·post · . i~· w.hi~h· · they·. liv~~-. · ·· s~~e posts . 
. . ' .· . . . ' . ' . 

. 'began ga,rdenirig. and f~rmihg' on a 'sm&l.'i '··. s.c~i. .in orde·r to 
. . · . ' . ' ' 

.,.• ' • ' ' ' • ' ., - I o • ' • ·~ !• • 

' ··. vary their diets • .' · . · North West .. River becam~ fmnous f9,r the . ·\ .:_· ,:·~ 

.. gardens ~ul tivat~d -u~der · Factor · Donald smith~ s JD~riagement, · ., : . . · ... ~·-· . - ... ' , . . · ·. : ' . . ' · ' . . . \ :.~\· . . ' · .. ·. 
which produced ·a ·range of basic 'vegetables, arid ~ay tor a ' ~ . :- .·.:;·::. 

n"um_b_e-~ · of. ~lfves~ock • . Hu~ting~ fishi~g and . t .h • . tEmdt-~g of . ·. / . ·· .-. 
itt . • . 

·. t ... 
:. ~ ,..s ~ ' ' . ~.!'; ' ' 

. , . - . . . 
gardens ·and liyes~ock, tpen, became .work requirements •. In 

l ., . ' . . _. •. ~ . . . ' . . 

. · . 

. . . ' .' · : · 

.· .· ' 

North \'feat River the worker_s -·also. trapped when they ha_d . the :·. 

.. ~ppartuni ty, Jan~ 'ttu~ 'newl,y~eleased employees who ' had· chosen·. 
' ' • ' ~ ' I I ' ' - "'•• ' • • 

~ .'. to· ·stay in_ the region became th~ Company's trappers. .. . . ~ . . . 

. -....::· · 
'. :. :. 
. . 

.. . 
. -r-- •. I •· • ... . . . 

Some kinds of tradesmen were more __ · . . ·; 
.. .. D , • . ..• 

than ' otbe~ •• ~ . Among' 'the mos_t commo~- ·we.re 'boatbuilders, car- . ·;c· 

~~r-.· ~rite~s, sawye~s·,· . coo]?ers 'and: ~tber' · woodworker~, . and, in the 
~ .. :- . . . - ~ . . . . . . ' 

~';; .. ~ .. ·· . ·earlier years, stonemasoqs~· " .. Less co.mmon, but. essentially 
·' ·, . • . . t . . • "* . ' • . ' 

·:· ~: .·. . more ·vaiuable, 'tradesmen=- were the blacksmiths. ana . :·tiiuunitbs .. ·· .. 
·.· . . ~ . ' . .· ·. . . . . . . . _. . . . . : ~ . ,, . . ~ . . ·. .• 

(\~~-~ · ·; [' w.ho made··· tr~~~,: ; .i;e chi~~l~, · bors~~hoe~n_i!ea, a':'~ any_~ .· .. . . ·_. _ · - ·~ 
.:.~ ·.: th_ing. from bedsteads tQ nails ... :The dif_f~rent · · trad~s : .gave. . ... · · . '~ 
·,:·:l~ •' . . ... . ' . • . . ' . .·/ ;' :. 
, l! ', . . ... . !• 

'~?:.::. · •, ;·' ' II . . • ' . , . '- . . . • ' ., }.l;~ 
);'·· " ·· · : : . • • ; • ' • ! • ·.·., · ; 

~~i);<c:·;,,;~f .' ~;;AiJ:.,!,;:~L ,'~ ~ :. :; ;:b'; ·. ,~ · : : .:~ :o · ;.;, • \~;-_i;.,;, ~;;;: ),i;,li; ;,:(,~: : . ·~~ .:::t.;·· ,; ·~· .: -~>~.\ ;;,: ,: .• , :;:, .... ''· · •, -~:J:if~ 

, \ .· 
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t.}; : ': . . 

.:::~-; ~-- ~i·e · to an -~~o~mal _h~era~chy within the rank~ of#~erv~~ts • 
. • ' ' I . . . ' - ..... I 

Blaf:ksmit~s. tende~ to._ga~ri the . res~ect~ ·.of ~all the other 
. . •. ~ . . . 

~ (" .. 
I 

' · : .. 

•• · . j' 

w6r'k~rs/. ' oft~n .becomin.g' t~e spokesme~ fot the serva!lt class ! . 

·as· a --·whoi'e ~cause the· value of·· their skills put· them · in a 
. .. • ' .... !' ' 

. . . . / . . . 

relativ.ely ·. secure. positi_on.l~ The more prestig~ous tradesmen ' . / 

. •. . . . . . ·. ' . "' 
had ~ · lo~gstandi·rig argum.ent,· w i tb fhe company becaus.e they 

.. · .. 
.. 

; · ... ' -· 

ref:Use'd _to do ordinar:y 'labour:ing,· prefer:'ring to carey out 
\ . . . ' · . . . ' .•. . . . ' . . 

the. functions of" their "trades ~only. · However; the Budson•s . . ..... . . . . . . 
~~>:-~ . ' . 
,• . . 

( . . ·.. . . - --. / . . . . 
Bay .· Company . nee_ded, .above ·all,· a versatile .wo.rk .force, .. and .. 

. . . . . . -~r:adeumi'en :had ··:l~m~~t~d~~·pec~fic - f-~n'c.ti.~~s· which -~w.ere ~~i.Odi- . . : ·· .. 
. _·:·' .. 

_ ··_ ~a~l_Y. _.· · ess~~~~~;_: ~ut · ·~·hi~~- ~Id _no~·: ~ii:i · .~i ·th~ ~trad~~a~•--s · ·-~ (':. ~ 
· : ti~~ .. · ·. wii~nlretired .. employees bega~ <to settl'e, ·_ .the· · c~~paily .· .. .. . 

. : . . . . . . . ... : ." ... ~. . . ·. ·.:- .· :' . . . . . . : .. .. ·. . . . :. - . . ·.. ' :' : . 

. . was- · aple to ·· employ ' ·tradesmen . oo·. a seasonal· .or tempo.rary 

- b~sis; ~or~:-·i~·st·a~~~-> in' ~o-~t·h· west':. ~iv·e~, : _: ·oa·~ie~. ·c~pbell 
t J' .. "'-. • , • • f •. ' • , • , • 0 • 

, was . season~~,/'. empi'~yed : a·s . a.~oope'r, -~ and. gained ·. ~ cert_ain· 
., ~·; .~: ~~· ... ' 

~: ;.~ ·. ' .· .. ~ ' ·: 
.. '· \' 

I, ' ' ' 

• amount of pres'tig&: beca,us·~ of ~is _ ability to fulftll ·. this .. . .. . 

' .. 
~ ·: ~ . ' . 
','.1 • • ... .. ~ .. 
:,'• ~I • 

'<~.···. · 

,, 

. · n.ec:ess~ry : f~,mction. · · . ·aut. qnt'ii th_is _wa~{ th~e case., · th~ .· com-
.:-. p4·ny·· r~uired ·that alf ... tbeir workers carry· out any task that-

. ·. · .. 

had .-to· be done. 
• • c.. . . •. . . • . ( 

., 

1 

.'t' 
{:~;~ . \ 

-; .... · ·. 
; . ·• .-

'· 
. 

\ 

·. 

,,:·_ ~ 

~~ ,:. . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . 

~:_:.~ : .-' .The Budspn•:s B.ay Compaey 4as a .long history of recruit-
~/~!!~.·~ I ' 

~;· · .--: ing .ita·, workers · from ;Orkney. The Orkney port·.1of Stromness . ~ ·. 
:"':;:!.' : I • ' ' ' , ' .. JII!Jl: ,. 1 ' • \ ' ' • · 

~D ·. ' ' . va~ a. cQnveni·ent ~atop.P,in?_.Piace for ~· Huda~n•a( Bay cOmpanY ... 

[+<·.·. : · >- . ships ,leav.~ng ·London : an~ 'sairing nor.t~ ;8.long th~ eastern_ s~a ~-

~~.,:.i.•.'.·;_ .•.• ·. , ·. ~·· . bo~rd o~ Britain, ~~ffered . ~freSh vatet! aupplie~ and 

~i··.,, ., .. . .t~~ur-' ': · .. ~ct· · pa~~ing .ships, -. ~~ci_: the ~~-al ing flee~s headed f~r . . .. -~ 
:'!{ •. ~ ·.• ·. · ~ l:be Da~ia ~tiaita alsO recruited m~ri fr~<~i:~Omn8sa,l6 Oi:k~ ... · .. 
~t~:: ··.·.. ' . . ' . . j ~· ' .: ·.':' 

~~t,~,',~~~~~~~N\,i;dy,l::£,:~·if{;i;fi;~~~~-~.i:;,,::~ :· < : "':.:.' ~;,;,:·, .,.,:';J i C; :: ;;'- ':. ; . ,, " ,; : '~ : :,:, ::·i,f">, f . .[:. , , ~ ·'' .:L' \.,:11 
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ney has ~lways been ·agriculturally ·ori_ented,_ but the various 
# » . . • 

systems of land ownership and tenure had caused fafming to 

be inefficient until the advent of enclosure. , The gngiish 

absentee landlords, ~ho owned and ~ntrolled large ~racts of 

.. agricultural land, · fir~t intr~uced enclosute during the 

1769s. Mlrny small t~nants · were dispossessed, __ and life for 

t~ 11;1ajority of ~~ple . 1n OrKney. became extremely 
0 . , ,) 

j 

\~~)pleasant.· .. There were few ~abouring jops availabl~ on the 
. . ' I .. 

encioaed f~rms, · and· wages for these jobs were low. And yet, 
. . 

these ea~ly encloaures did· little to change . the 'inef'fici.en·cy, . .. ' - . .. ., . 
of farming in Orkney. At the turn of ~he . eighteenth- century, . ·. . . . .- . . - . : . ~..: . . ' • . . ' . 

. then, ·orkney had very little "money and few op~rtunitiea f.or 
' ' ' ' o I - ~ ' -

yolkg' .p~opi~ 'to !~prove · 'thei~ ·standard . o'f living -, above _ ~~~· ,· . 
.. • ' • , . • t ' • • • ' . • . • • • • 

__ su~s:!~tence . ie~~l. ··An a1 t~~n~~i~e· ~~r,. of emplo~·meQt ·_ was 

c;>ffered~ ··by(i:he H'-;ldson' s · ~·ay -~om~B:~~ ship~ which began ar~iv-
. . r . 

ing ·l!t-, the small port of ·-_st~~mnes·s . in or.der ·to· recr u~ t . young, 
' 

. able-bodied men to ~ork .in the New world, somet'ime between 

167B and 17Bl~l7' ,• 

·The ~ages offered by the· Hudson's ,Bay Com.pany . in· 179B. 

var~ed cons_i .dera~ly,· de.pending _. upon ~he skills and trades qf 

ttt'e employees. for ~ basic l _abourer the ·.wag~ was between £6 · · 
. . ·• . . . 

. and £8 · .a Y,ea.r.. . A boa.t-builder . ea_r~ed ·between £20 and £3~ ~ 

a~d .-a . ho.~se ,carpe11ter e~rned ~s ·much ·· as· £~6. : .. At the ·same. 
,-- • • ' 0 

,.; . ' 0 , . . t. • • 

~< .. · ( · time: rural wotkers in Orkney earned between ·.£.2 .1_8 ~nd L3.18 · 

~;· ~:·.·. 0

• i .n a full ~ear of em'ployment, providing that there was work.· 

·;. ; ' 

.. ··~ · . .... 

' .' 

.. '· 

. . : ... :. 

~ . . 

' )j 
' . 
.· .. 

'• t . 

·' '· 

.. -~ 
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· l · . -
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. . . .. 
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·. I : 
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: .· .. · 

.. .. 

.•. · . . 
. .. 

' , · 

1'~-. - ... . · (NiC~s . 1. 98. ~~117) ~ :J .. Thi ·.1" -~ta~lf w~a .&nougb in~lintive fo~ 
,:,~ :. ·' ¥ 
\ .'~~~': • • ," r • • ... .. ' '. t, ... . .. , 

tX:~·; ~:, .. . .· . . . ~. 
:~~;~·~ • . " , • ' . . ! . 0 . . ' . •' 
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--some' of the destitute population,· but signing up for a 

· s~ipulated . ~eriod _of tas_sured employment also offered secu­

rity. The Hudson•·s Bay Colll}?any provid,el for ... all of th' 

basic·. needs of its workers as we~l7 passage, food, lo~gings 
..:1 • 

and. a mfnimum of clothing. This, and the fact· ·that there . 
was little 

I -to spend mone~ on in the wilds of canada, -meant 

' th~t the employees were able to save much of their income 

ov~r the period in which they ·were .employed. .. . 
enough t~ set up as far!zters on· their.· r;eturJ:l.~S 

Many saved 

WitS their . 
\ ' I 

savings~ · the.se return~d. w'orkers acquired a .certain not~riety 
' . ~J • • • . • . . 

in o.rkne)< ·Whether · they.'· t:eturned · to f~rming .·or ·not~ . their 

wealth _ e~fecti.~el~ . ·~ai~·e·d · ----~~e£.r .-._ J;fOCt~ - _statUS . as '- l0~9 . ·a~. 
... ,· . 

. their savings.' l'~sted~ : ---.s~~e~i;es ' se~vants .. ~etur~ed home. only -. . . • ' '" . 

. . 

., . 

. -: · .. 

.. : · ...... 
... ·.· .. 

• • I ' '• .--

to . _. sign ~p 'ag~in · for a second term a_fter a s.ti~rt,period i _n, ·· 
. . . .. . . . 

Orkney:.~ .. The northe~~ ·way of life als.o ~ad .... ~ppeill be~ause of . . . 
its relativ'e- freedom from social c~nstraints, and it was not '-

uncommon fc;r_ s~rvi'.nts _to_ f~r.:m.l ·~~is~ns with .local Labradori­

ans~ Social pressures at h~me might a;Ls9 · have ·. result·ed· in 
. ~ . 

exte~ding s0j ourns ln ·~he North·- wes~, as one of the · ·.mini 8.:. 
' . 

. .. . ··· 

f .. 
·.; 

.· '· . ··• . . . .: ' ~. 

. .,. 
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lasted for over:·-:a century, collapsing suddenly . in 1832 whe!l 

tariffs were·removed' on the importatiQn of European sea~eed 

~ at~much lower prices. This lef~ peoplersudderily out of work 
./ 

and with little .opportunity to go back to a land-based econ-

o~y. .Many p~ople _ l _eft ~rkney,' and agai~~e Hudaon'_s·· B~y · 
Company offer~d a means by which to leave for greener pas-. 

tures. Improvements in _farming_ had been gradually made 

since the 179Bs, when a few .landowners had enclosed their . . -
f.arms succes~fully, · b~t 'it was not until after; l'83B that 

~.ost of Orkney was transformed from ·a ~eg1on of. ·unec~~omical 

·land ·ua·e :. and pOOr ma~~gemen~ · t~ _one , of t~e most ··p(OdUotiv,e .. . . 

agricultural regi·ons in Scotland. In the ~atter h~f of the 
.· ·/ . , ·• 

ni,rieteenth · ·ce~tury, the arabl~ ac~~age increased ·by· 251J' · par 
• ~ I • ' ' 

I ' · . . . 
cent in Orkney, · ancLfrom ·the 1830s onwards, the . economy and· · 

~ . 

standard : of · living in Orkney impro~ed b~1leaps an9 _bounds. 
. . \ 

At' thi's time, interest ~n working for ·the .Hudson's Bay Com-

pany·-deciined. 
' ... 

. . 

Such was the succe$s of . recr ui ti·ng 1 n orkney during the. . . . . . . . . 

eighteenth and early nineteenth .centuries, _howev-er, that th~- ~ 
. . . . .. "" . 

Hudson• s .Bay company. turned. -largely away from -its . o'riginal 
' f " • 

recruiting grounds in England. Tne Reverend Will i·am Clous-

ton, . in· tbe .. .Qld ·Statfsticai. Account, said· tbat. the Ji.udson' 8 
, • '· • • ' II . ,. . . ' ' . : 

Bay Company preferred these 'Orkney pep' because. they ·were 

~ , ·; 

' . 

.. ' ~ 

' ' 
~ '; . 

. . . . . 

, . .,, 

' . ·. 

.. ·. • ,.., ".: 

..- , . . ~ .. 
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. "· • ')more. s_ober· and tractable_ th~n. ·the __ t~ish~ and_ they ~ enga~e . ··<\; 
.. • . for lower ··wages -than either .the E;nglish or·. the Irish• .(Sin~ ._ . . ,:~ 

~-· · . ' - clair 1~27: ~4ft) • He · · e~timated· that as · many · as th~ee- ::}1 
:~ · - . .\ '\. .. ' ' ~ <-~~ 
l\ 1 • "' II ' . ' ··i f, 
~ .... ·.. . . ~. " ' ..... - ·;,; ;~. 
~~·:'~ ~ . ' .. '· '. -
~\· ' ~ . . . -~j!! 

~4;:t.i,;y;;•.,;; :; ; ,.': · ,;;:,,: :: .. ~c,,: >,; ,,,,· •.. : ·. :· .~ / : .. t· •: i ,.·.; ;, , : .· •. .. ·: t, ~ :•:;,;:,;. :(' •· .. •· :,::,,/ •i;·:. ·•· ~/<.(>t.•.iS;); 
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' 
quartet: a ~f the Budson•s.say ·company men came fro~ the Ork-

• . 
neys at the time he was writing in the 1790s" - Perhaps· the· 

I 

' """ feiter .altet:natives- ·open to Orcadians provided. th~ Hudson•_s-.. 

Bay. Company with a better choice of recruits than it -could 

find elsewhere • . -
tl ' 

.• . 
8 

The' Company employed between sixty and 
\ 

a hundred men 
.. . ~ ... 

each · seas~n, and ·at the .peak of this relationship~ .seventy 
. ... . ' 

m~~ was _ an _~verage ·r~cruifment. Recruitmenf from ' Orkney 
' . \ 

.reached· its peak at the . end of th~ eighteenth century, wh~n 
. . . . ::--r- - . . • . 

78t ·of ' all . Budso~~ s Bay ~Company. ~mployees . were froril •, the 
; • I 

: I~lapd~.: ~ .. Th~·ai_ning 22 • .. wer~ almost .. ·ent:i.rely -~in the 
- • 0 . • . • - ' • • • • • • • c. • ~ 

icer. category, ,an~ ·from · ·Englan~ (Nicks i989 :192) .19· . '~ 
- • ' • ' '• • • • --; : 4 

off-.. 

... 
-:- · _. P<>or communications i:n the· .. eighteenth . cen~ury> llmited 

- ' • • : . .. • f . • '. "\ •• ' 

tNvel bat~een parishes :in Orkney, and·_so most of. the early . , 
. -. . • ' ' .. : ~ . . - ~ ·;' .. ·· . .. 

recruits were .drawn fro~ parishes'which bordered Stromness. ' . . . ~ . ' . . i • .. . 
· Nicks2S .. caJ;culated . that· : approxima.tely . . a- quarter of t~e 

re·c;u~~s.-: ~ired(bafor·~ the amaig~a~ion- <>f. the Hudson's Bay, 
.-

·Co:mpan~ · .. ~e North West Company in l{J21 c_~e regularly · 

1:~: ·. I, fro~ o.n~ - of · the ~orer so.cial. groups, that which was .formed-

,., 

..... -... . 
. ·. : 

·-. 

. ' . 

c ' 

.. 1 , , 

... . 

··.,r .• 

.,_ . 

. ·,· 

, . 

. \ .: . 

:~: - · ' • a'" • ' ' ' . , f • 

\~~ · - by~ · .the .. s;;_rofters. (The poorest g~oup wo_uld have been· those . ·.. " · 
~:.:·:~ .: . . . -'· . . . ·. ~ . 

~;',' . witho.ut. even , ttie tenuo.us income .· of· a croft) • ... · Goldring . .. 
:~\- :•:,.• 7 • • • ~ ' 1 \ • • • < ·,-~ 
~:::·,_. . describes recruits made· after 1821 as coming ·fiom the· •l.ower' . . .: .··-

~:.;~: . ·· ·levelS' of so~iety, - from families · with to~· ii.ttie iand, ~r~de:.. ~ : : /'::, 

~;:>·,· _- or influence t.o sh~~~~, wi~h' th~ ·~~~ing gene~ati~n~ • and he ·. i 

~::··:· . ·. . .. · .ais~ - de·s~r~bes ·~~bout · attach~~nt•-· as b~iong , Q···weakest. a~o~~ .·· '·/ 

~~~~~> ·.· .· __ • the . · a~sP.rat::,1y poo~.···and cltr.onically :unemployed•. (19.88:178); · \·~ .. 

~~ti,Z,s?:;·).~.:::S ~.~.:r.:h",:j:,. :i;~', ~:;:: }.:.: S,;c ~: :,;,<, .:,~1· ~;. ::::.:: ;,,:;',;;, ,:·:,,,;, u.., "J .::: ~. , -s :.;;;,~, L·::~:; .. ~ .;~¥{~ 
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· au·t·, whereas Goldring descr.ibes a lack of access to influ­

erict! 'amo~g prospective recruit's after amalgamation .. , Nioks' 
. . 

study of the pre-amalga~ation period rev~als that patronage . .. ., 

influenced much· of ·the recruitment, ·either from .family 

members alre~dy succ~ssfully employed by the comp~ny or 

prestigious figures in the_ communi~~ such as ~he priest and 

school teacher.21 Clouston follows the fortunes of 
I 

a group 

of ·recruits· ·hired in 1798 and says that ·~ully two third.-
. a 

. ' .. _:, 

.... 
... _ .. 

.. q._. 
•• ·. 

bdr~ the names of one~time land-owning families, - and four-
• ~ • ' • • ·.:. ! 

' n • • ·.. • , . . . 

teen of these . were even n·umbered once among ~he · 'best landed . . - . 
' 0 - ' t I • ' , 

., . . .. 
men• 'found on . the assiz~s of'' the si~teenth century. head . . . ~;: 

, 0 ~ ' \ .! ~· :. . - . . \ . - . -~·, 

[chief] .. courts• ;(C.louston. ~937:49) ~ .. ·Thfs ·finding may help ·.: ... .... ~ . 
. . . . . . . . •' ( : . . . ···:·; 

to .~xpl·ain the change·in the ··~ual-ity• of ·recruits that· · .t -he ·.· · .. · .:·: . . ~;-: 
o ' ' ' o I ' 0 : ' o ' ' • ' • o • ~ • I ' . . . ·. x~~ 

The . . · :~ :1 

.Company found that· the of the Orkney · men ·had 

dropped . a·nd now. workers' were n'o lorig·er- . 'loyal and industri-
. • 1 . • . . . " . . 

ous• ~ut • s~y'. ; · • sloth~ul' and even • ~nable' · to . car.~ out .the .. 

tasks· required of th~'· 
.. 

'· , It m~y be sur~~sed, then, that the ~~-rly recruitsr who 
. ~ . . ' · . .... 

were'- hired at thtt peak of . the re~ruiting peri'o,d, w~re almost 
. \ \' .. . . . . . . . .· . . . . . ' ... - .. . 

exclus vely from Orkney, · and were mainly ·from families with 
. ' . . - '~ . 

. . \ . 
pres~ige in·-· .the communities, but .. relatively little. wealth. 

. . . - : . . . . : . . . . . . I". . .. 
,By cPntrast ·th.e 1·ater recruits seem , _to have· ha~ ,~i~tle: 

social · statu~· as well as· little econom·ic . status • . Before the· 
1 

. . ':'): 
: '. . ' .. .. ~ 

. i . ·~·: 

. . .. 

. ... { 
. . ' .· . 

. :. ·, 
i'' 

·~ . ...... 
· ,· ... 

' . { ... 

· . . ·.: ' 

. : :: . ~~1 
.. . t~rn of the ce_ntury, . thtr ·available I paol ·· .of labour for · -~· .· .·., 
~ . 
:.~ .: . . recruitment · ,.,as . also limited by p~o~imity ·to ~he PQrt .of ·. 
1' -~- .. .. • - •• • • 

. • .• . ··:.-t": . ,:. . .' . . .. ~ . ..... _ : -~- · 

' . ...... ' . -· ·:_~··.:~. 
,1.. t' ! ... 
• • . • • ' . , l (I '1. 
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•stromness. The cond~ttons in Orkney after 183~, which pro-

.4uced the second surge,-of laboure.rs, were different to those '· 
I 

o~ forty years previously, and quite. probably, those 

affected were from different social ,_ba~kground~ 

'A combination of factors resulted in a decline in the 

numbers of . Orkney ·men w.orking for the BudsQn' s Bay Company 

after the t~rn 9f the 9entury. The needs of the Compa~ had ·~ 

. changed, as had .circumstapees ·in .Orkney. ln 1821 -tne 
I - -

Hudson's J:)ay Company absorbed the old . North West 
... J 

' · .. 
Company • . - Q. 

- ' . 

; . ' ':'• ... 
. . .... ~ 

.. , 
• • l •• • 

. . ' 

j. 

.. 
' 
.-. · Amalgamation - caused a surfeit of employees and recru~tment . -

. - .· ' . •' . -· . .... 

. was·· cut ·back·~ ·.This·_ .. was p~~marily due to t~e· fact· · tha~ 
. . . . :.. . . . . . . '... . ~ --

the 

·. Hudaon•a - Bay Company. inherited a more l~cal supply · of 
• • '' • I _·• ' ~ ' ' ' ' ' ' : ' • • • ~ ' 

er.s, J:lamely ·the CanacUan22 -.~ployees of . the· former 

wo~k;.. 

North 

west ~ompany •· :. The Hudson 1 s Bay Company wages ais~ · stagnated 
- ·.; . : . . . . \ ... ·.. . ' . . ; . . ~ . . 
against the improving rates of pay for · labour ·in Orkney .• · .. 

· ~s stagnation . was cOmpo undi>d · iby · the tendency Of th~ 
Company's l)ierarchy ·to become mor·e rigid after amalgamation. 

Whereas .before, . opport;unities· had existed for ardent· workers · .. 
to make careers for ~hemselve~" in th~ Company, now there -was . . 

~ ' '• ~ •' I • ' 

·littie oppottunity · left for o~dinar~ serva~ts ~o. ma~~ g~od 

and. rise througJ:l tbe. ranks, . and ~o ¢o.ntra~ts with .the Com-

. pany became· -less and less_ appealing. 
r' · ·' ' ~ • . ,.--_----;--:---

.- ... .. 
Re~enga'g~ment . was . o'ne tactic -used . by.-the -Buds9.~ 1-s . . say . 

• r . 

. : . 

' . ~-
.. ... . 

' . . ' .. 

-· ' ... 
. ' .. ' ~-

. ' .' 

,• 
~ ·: .' "' . .. ' . 

~._- . , . • · company; to .maintain .an .optimal. supply of ·efficient-worker~, ·: 

ii.~>.:·~.· < ·----. and · tbi~ me-thod of ~e-~r·uitDae"nt -~c~e · ~ore expedient · ~s . - ~·he . _ ':.:: 

i?.~.; . com~ny:. &'ii~unt8r8d difficill ties lit r~crui iotng f ~an ~ut8ide. · · '; 
J~!j~~~·- ,' • ~ ' "' • • . • . • ·_ . ' ' ' . • •. • ' • ' ·• • ·, . • ·. ' - ' . ' -- ~ •• 

ri_f_.-:_~-~.: :·_ .. ·• _.-·_ ~ : . . · · ,. . ,-.):~ 
~· , . ' • . • '. : .• . :::1• 
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It saved tne Company from having to -find new recruits. or 
. 

transport them . back and forth, and besides, a s_easoned 

employee ·was already used to the ways of the Company and the 

type of work. However, -the Company• s - unwillingness to 
• 

increase its wages caused difficulties for the-- t~aders and 

factors who needed ways of en.t'icing their good workers to 

stay. The Company preferred to rehire workers at the same 
~ . 

rate . of pay, while, at· the same time, the incoming new · ... 

· recruits were receiving slighUy -better wagep. It was also 
0 

Comp~ny' s policy; unde.r normal circumstances, · to .. 

thf,t 
~ 

dis-courage ·its ' employ-ees, from' settling . permaneh~ly·, 

prospect of which may well have en~i~~p some of its workers . 

.· . 

. ' . . 
• ' > - •• 

... 
• I . . 

· .; 
' .. 

' -' ' .. .. · . ·. 
case . of Labrador, · long term ·re- · 

• • • 9 • ' • • • ~ 

· to- re-engage. _· (Iri. -the . ·. ,._· ~ 
• •• · , ; 1 

~. 

. . . ' o • ' I ' ' • ~ : ,~, 

Despite thili, · ·t :·~ ··_:; -engagement frequently . encouraged .. set·tlement) • 
.. . ' 

r~eng~gement was oft~ the only recourse for _desperately 
. . ··. , . I , 

under-staffed · pos~s, and £,. post's ma~a':}ers _found way·s o'f 
. . . - . ' 

promoting desirable workers, e\ther by raising them from the - . . 

rank of 'labourer to that, of craftsman, 6r by crea_ting . 
. . 

. categories of work. which then required prS:>motion.-23 ~n fact, 

Governor · Simpso~ described his labou\. ~uppl~ ·as hav i~g a · 

·--turnover ra~e 'of . a~xJ:mately nine' years. - As . 'this .. . . ' ' . . . ( . 

repr~sents little -· ~~re.· than the . ter~ of· one · contract,_ only a 

small number.. . of ·emp~oyees_ : can have been regularly z:e-

hired.24 · 
·'. 

f i:om ·orkney · became·.· clifficult, · the . 

. ' 
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' 
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. ·. 
• ~ I ' 
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from Lower canada ·. and · the Red Rive~ settlement •. 25 ·The 
' 

p~ny . did·. 00t: fin-ci enOUgh_ SUi table recrUitS, however I 

the ·collapse of _1:lu! .ke.lp ~ndustry in Orkney . · in 1832 
. ' • . 

Com-

until 

agairi 

1 
created . a dire. ne.ed for work wit~ the Hudson • s Bay Company. 

Th~s~ ~oin~~d~~ wit~ a pe~_i_oa of ~-~~ans~on by ttie compf1ny , . 

which was now ·secure in its ~onopoly of trade in the north • . 
~ I . 

0 • 

·. The two marked .dec1 ines in Ork~ey Is. economy' 'which ~ere -

· ; .. 
., 

:r: 
r 
I 
I 

' ( ··.'; 
~,· brou9ht about . by: ·the . onset . of 4imclosu~~ : in 179_8 and the ·;·:-,: ) 

; .. ·.·::·~·. fail.~re .of . ~h~ .. kelp ~ndustry_ . i~ . 1832, th~n,., coincided ' with .. . f. · ... _· .... ~ .. 
~ ·· · · the. visits ·.of . . the _BudsQn's Bay .com~a~ _ ~bips_. There-.w~s .. a · . . . , ;">.~:-

:.: · .. _-

000 r .eady'. market . Q~ willing r~ctruit~ . wh~~- . tbe ... ~~ips · .• · fl.rs~ . ·. I.·: .:-::·:;. 
.... ~. . ... . . . ' . . . { . ' ·' 

> . .- appear:~ci - i~ : s~~~ness ·at the . end of ~he:. iev:.•:mt~.en~·h· . ."~tu.:y.·.:·· . . /· . ·:.~: :{ 

~;.~::~ ·-· . \. The rnimber of- . ~ec'r;uits : slackened off· after. the ·turn · of .the · · .! . ,..::} 
~::· ·.. . . . ·: c~n~u~;, ·. until the>fakur.e :-o£· th-e ·. kelp -.inci~~try in ~-832, ~·nd . . ·_J ··.:.r: 
;::··' ·_ :. \ : . . . . . . . ' ' · .. : ·; 

'.,-. . it was. duri~g the .1~39& th_at the -Hudson'& .. · Bliy , C?mpany was . , . ·~ · ') 

>. ·· ~\. · eXpanding its activitie~ ln th
1
e Jioi:t~ • . Tbe,se tW~ pe~iods of , · .. 

'.'-.··.: .· ., ~:ecruitm~nt . drew _men·· from different backgro!unds in c;>rk.ney, : .· :. ~~ 
·.: .·- \ and tho-se -~ho. hir~d · On with tiie .&oU.pany. d~~ing .the l838s ;/ · . ,, ·, 

;i . ~ rom:-one ·of ·tbe. poorest_ segments of rural · Orcad:Lan · ... 
~-- .. · .' .. "'- ,... ' • • \. \ \ • • • • • • .., ••• • .. • ~ • • • • ' • • • 4 • • • • • • .:Ja : 
~:-:. . s~iety. . . The s_tructure 0 of ~he . Hudson Is B~y Company: ~as, l:)y. 

;,~>_-· · .·1. ~b~, · · un~'ond~c~ve .to. ca~eer-.mtnded re~~uits/ and wC;rking. fo~ . · .. ··_.-._ .. :. 
;;;>_'.:,- · ~ the ~d~~n•1s' :,~ay · Co~p&ny ·.h~~ becom~.:a 1~ss pre~ti·gious · an~ ~· · · · .. ·:·. ·. 

~\::·: ._·- . . · 1 -~8~· e~t~~in·g ·P-=ospe~t .tha~~ it · had ,~en · in th~ . 179Ss • ..-: . Th~ -. -~~ 
:,.;: ·.. . . ·· · .·\ .· . • . . . ,1 .• ' 0 ' • ··J 

~?: ·. · · ope~~~g o~\posts in :·Lab_r~dor re.pr;esents ~rt of. -' the aud~on' a: . . ">: .. ~: 
.~.;:~~ . ·: Bay ~ompany·1 s expansion dur'ing. the . 1839~·· .. . . : ·. _- ._';. 

~;:-: · > . ' . : .. ·., ··. 
~~1::.. .. ~. . , • ' ~ . .-::: 
R\:~{:1 '•, -. ' , , . ' '• ' I , ,•'t '' 

[;:!{{., ; 0 • ' •• •••• 

(?:,·· .. 4 ' - ,· • • ·.} _;~ 
J,;~·~·( . • - • . ,~. 
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Despite low wages, .a considerable · propo~tian -' of . th~ 

Hudson's Bay C~rni)liny' 8 wo~ker8 ~auie fr~ p.;k~ey _d~rt~g -t~e ·4 

183Bs and, in 1836, the ·complement ot men arriving in Hamil·-

. . I . ·. . .. ·~-
" ' ' • t • • • • • 

,. 'I" 

'. ' 

· . 
• • _r ~ ... - -~ 

' ' 

· ton Inlet . to s~t up the ~st at . ~ortn -West River were Ork~ · · 
• 

neymen. The wealth.and freedom.of Hamilton Inl~t in com-. . 
parison.,·t~ . the condi-tionlh that they had left. ln Or:kney must 

~ ' • # • 

have, seemed overwhelming t~ t~e,first recruits to the North-. . . . . . - . . . , .· . . 

West River; ~st. · ~dia Campbe·ll_ de~cribes t;he richn~8~ : of 
., . 

wilcllife ·in ._ the Inlet just· be-fore the start ·of' the· ·fu·r tr.ade · · .. ' . ·. ·... . ... 

;·i ". 
. ' .. ' . . . \ . ; 

with the Hudson~ _& · Bay company_-: · 
' . .' . I ..• 

~ . -.· 

.. 
0 • • • • 

. . -.-. 
•, 

. ' ·--~' :: 
, : .. ~ . . ~ 

. ' ·.· •,' ... _:. 

· About this ·time people began to settle, one _· after 
another,_ · ·mostly · French-:-- · people, few English, · for . . . .. · · ... :_·:··. 
everything wa_s plentif.ul , at that . tim~. People ·.· ·. · . 

'· ' 

could . stand -: on -the rocks and book fish ashore on 
the beach- and spear the salmon that -~as swimming· . 

. along ·the l[ihor~• . I .. ~eard -Father say_ that· peop;l_e .: 
could not row up and down the river with any tide, . : 
they : would have to wait until the tide would. turn · ·. 

·for t<) clear ·_t;he fish .and. caplin -away before they;~o · 
.could- row through ~th~. . EVerything w_as so plenti- ·· 
ful (Lydia. Campbell .19.88 :17) ·. · · 

. . . . . 

Labrador wa's · .one . ~f- the regions -into which the. B~dson • 8 ~ 
. I ' • '- . 

Bay Company; -was e~tending . its domain dur_ing the late· 1828s __ 
. . ~ - . . . ·-,. . ' .. · . . · .. _ , _ . 

and l83Bs. The Fort Chimo : post· in· Ungava ·say hod be~n · . · 
·- .· - . . . ~. - . : . . """ ' 

. : ·:! ~ -.. ~! 
\ ··.' 

' . 

o o I ; • ~ 

: •• !. • f.' 

.. 
' . . . 

.• . ,, 

':: . : ~. : ' 

.· • ' 

. ·.·· 
. · , 
• •,.: I' 

opened Ia · f~. years earlier" t>Y E~;land .Er·lands~n, . a Budso~· 8 . _-.,~-

' Bay Company. ~ploy~e .who ·:was . cr~ssing · the i~ter·i~r of Labra.:.·_ . ,· · : .'\ .. 
• • • ' •• Q • • • ·' 

dor . i .n·· l8l4 ~n : h'is ·way t~ Mingan o~ t _he" No~~h Shore of Q~a-:: · .. :. ,.-. ···? 

bee. ~l..:nda~n ~~ .. taken to Nor~ w~st . RiveE: instead 0 
Mingan by bis i:ndhn guides and, •on bis retu7 For? ·. · ; 

~imo, repdrted that the-r~ wer·e already -trader~ in B~il~on · . . · · ··· 

Inl-~t. ~Be . 8ugg~~~ed. · that~ t~e - Budson•·8,-Bay .Compa;ny '-r.~-~d · .:;~~; 
. ,;· :·· 
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conaide·r es.tabl i:ahing posts there, 
. . . . . . ' ' . . . . ' ~· 

and~ -. in 1836 ~ · a con- ·· 

tinge'nt . ·of ·men ·· se't· out from. the' '·Kings_ Posts, • on the North 
,• . \ ' . ' .. 

' . ' 

. s~~r·e of Queb~c, -to, est.ablish a post at No~t~ west River. 

For ~he r·ecruits from orltn~y. ~ho arrived· . in· Labrador, 

the · .experien~ of· working. for the 'Hu~son• s Bay Company -·was 

somewhat~ different from- the 
; .v 

-experience recruits 
- "'· 

to · other 
0 

\ . :. 

Hudson • s. · Bay Co~Pa,~Y- posts ll;l_igh t ~xpect. ~ ~he ~u~s_on • s Ba~ ... . _ .. / 
. . """" . " ' . . , . / 

·.' Com,pany ·eQcOUraged I settlemlnt; . ~ii CEtptral: L.~r'ador ' · ' which ·_/ t . ·._· 
. . ' .. • ' - - '. ' . - . , • ,. . ' / ~ - --

.: :: - . they .. did ~ot _do· ·- ~lsewhere, ·and .the ., opporb~ities thu~p~ . . ; ._ · .·,:· 
: . . . . . . ' . : , . . . ' , ' . ·. . ' . ' . . . ' . ' .. . .... .- . ' .· . . ' , . . . 

' .. ,-~--ed' amount&~ . to ' an· a1ter~ative' career .Pat;.h fo~>-th'e ge'n~r·a;: ' .. · . . ·. : .. _: 
' ' ' • • ' > ' • '. I ' I • ' • , : • • • ' ' ' J ' • ' • ' ' ~ • • ... , _,- ' : ' ' I 

.labourer .- arid low-level> craft'sman. >-':. .. 
I o ' ' ' ' ' ' . ' 

.'. . ' ... ·. . . -- . . . _,. ~ ~,.......- .. : 
• • • • ' ~ • t • : ';.' \ -~ : • ... • •• 

. .. . .-. 'when ·_-.the·.· Hudson•. S· :'. Bay . :cQm~ily: - arr-iv'ed .- in Hamilton 
'_· . -.- -= ." ' ·---~: · .. - ';: .·:·· ·_:_· . ... . ~~--- .... -(':'. ', . . ' · .. .. · <:' . ·,. . ' ·. ·· : ' 

Inlet, : · -there was <·a smal.l....-Settler .. popi:Jlation al ·r~ady. - esta- .. . 
', - , ' :• ' • ' I I 0 ,'· , , , :·_,_,.,.""'' o '\ ' ~ • ...__,. , ' • , r • • ' ' f ' ~ : ' , · ,, : ' , 01 • :' 

bl:i.'sh~_d, makin~j" us~.- of: ·several _·di~erse ecolo'gicai _niches· an~ 
' I ' • •' • • • : o ,-_,..,. -' ' , ' ' • ' , • ' , ' : ' ' • ' • • .. • , ' '• ' • t ' o 

l.e_ar~i~g ~ ·~~-~~~s--f ro~. th~· ·. ~ri_d~-~e_n~u~ · -~nui ~ :and .-India~. · peop~·e_s"_ . . : · .. . ·.· 

who OJ_cu~ied -~omplement~ry . litt~ral .and ~nland envi~o~ent_s. . · ·-
• • /- ' I ' ". ' ' ' 0 ' · - , •' • , ' ' •, 

. · ;.Th~ . native po.pulat1on·.·was· prominent· . i'n the early _years, but · 
' ., . . :"' ' . . . . . ! ........... · ' . ~- ' . . . · .. 

. ·_:_as .. time ·w'ent: :by th~y · ~ere'affecte'd in·~various ways: by ·the. 
. .: . . . . . ' . . 

·. influx -~f -: stiropeans: - ··&niiJ.:ipox had earlier . wiped. out :·most -~£. 
- ·--.- .: . : . . . · .. _ . ' . . . ' : . . ~ ,' . . . . '' ; ~ -· ~ . ·. . ~ . . ' . . .·" . . . ~ ' . . . ~- . : 

the_ .xn~it ~pulat.io~ . ~low _s~~lton ~~et; .· ~nd. - -~he .· est~b- . 

.. ~~:h::~in::~~: ::a:;::::::oz;t :::aa::::Ci:;e:(< .: ' 
' . . . . . . . . . ' 

-. :i:~ is· specul~ted that· .~be settlers• ·habit of -marrying .: Inuit· ·· · 

· . ... 

',•' 

' ' 
·.· 
.• 

' .. , .. 

. ' 

. ',) 

.. 

. -. 

· ~ ! . . ., ' , ·_ ' .· · · . .. :.·· .. ~ ~ : : . · · ~ :;" 
.:: .. _. .w~men depleted tb..!!'number ~f eligible wlves ·fqr _ In~it _· men in . . .. . 
~{:· ·. ·. .. · .. the ". -s~u~h .so. ~u-Ch the~ -~i·a .:also· b~~~- ~ ~ea'sori . fo·r · ··th~ - ·_ ·. .· .. -'. 
';:;:·· .. ·.· . '.. ·' ·. .. - . " . . . - ' .. .. ·. ·. · .. . ,' . ' .·· . ·: 
:~t:/- · .·· . ·.. · ·. latter to migr:attt .. north • . · Elsner, . the _: .·Moravian missi~na~ . · . _·: >::.~ 
~~!:~~ _;,;" . ·. · .. •;,, . , : ... .. · • · . . , ' . · • ·,- .. ...· I. . . . ... : : : ; · . ' · ·. , . . . , ·, . . .. . 

~~>-.:_· :.··: . ·· ... : __ -.· ·._-. .. .... _ .. _-·:._ :· .. :: ..... :· . . > ···· _ _ · .. ···: .. ___ · .. . -_ - ~ .. · .. . _ .. ·.--. :· ·: : :~:>W 
1\l -- ... . · . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . I . . . . . . 1 .. . . , -..• 

·-~~~;;:,~,. 1I,,;!I;;;;:;x; ~;;a,:,; y/ ;;;,~~~~:;,;;i,.:;;,~, ,);~: ~~, .. · ~ .. ~ .;,;{;\. ;.;;.);:.:. ;: :, .';1:\:!.:jttr>~-; ;;,;;; c&.:~:~~~·;,~ .<~·,~),~~~iwA~i:ii.i;;;~ 
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, .~ . . {~' 
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who vWted at the behest of the Hudson•'s B~y Company . Factor r . . ·. . . 
·Donald· Smltb .to 'estimate the -~eed for a · mi~si~·n · · ~amilton 

: -~· - - .. . . 

. : ~ . ' :."' 

I • . 

Inlet, : ciommented. on the .. popula~ion · of t~e · y . '1:: 

-- Esquimaux-Bay, and its .coves, in a di_strict about _ ! ~ ~ 

loncj, there are to be found tw'enty-one fi~hermen• a famiries, 

.. . , 
'-

. ... 
and, ~t. the· outside, _ pot more . thf!n . ten · f_amiliea· of 

.Esquim,ux• (Elsner 1857 :.4.48) •. 'J'he Indian popUlation ·ke_pt_ to · 
. . . · .. · · ~·· · . . . , . • . . 

.the ,in_t~rior i~cre~singl:y' ~s . tpe coast and .- Inlet· · waterw~ys · , . 

•'. -. 

b-ecame s!~t·tl ed;· and th.eir vi:Si ts to the . ~oast. became 1 i~i tad · :· · · ·- ._,::· . 
. ' : .. . ~ ~ . : . . . ' · ' . . . ' ' . ~' . ' ' . . ' . : ' .... . :·:::~-: 

to the summer~-"when . they v~s·~tea '. the . t~.ading posts. ·: .For. . ·. ' .:'::··~ 
. . . • ' .. : . . . . ' . . . I, ~. . . . . ' I! ::~ .-~~~-

various .. re~s·ons, ... then, . ~uropean contact' with'· these . indi- c ! . ... . .. . 

0 • ' J ' o t ; • • ' ' ' I ' t . ... ' :::~-, c; 

.·genous. -p~oples' .had .. re!i!Ulted 'in their retr.ea~ 'to 'the ~ ·north . :· · .. ·: -~ 
• • • \ • • 1 • • 1.· . . t ~ : . -, . · • . · • .... · . : · ~,.' · · ... ~ • ·· . • 

.and · -west, _ . leaving the ceri~r·AJ. Labrador bas~n p eaomiru~-ntly · · ·· · 
. ~ . . , . . . . . 

· occupied by set~ers. ·.· 
' . ' 

· This le·~ to an unusual .situation ·for Bay 
•..._ '" ' · • ,o ,• • - - ' ' ' I ' ' 

CQmpany. : The normal·. pattern for · the . Company to · adopt when , 
' , . . , • • ' , ', 'o , • • ~ f . . . . I . • 

establishing_ a· new .. r:eg~on ~as •to import the management( ~na : 
. . 

r . ~ / • • . I 

4 labour requirements· for · i t;s ·.own .posts and rely· on- the local · 
",. . . . . , .... . . . ' . .· . • . , . . . . ; ·, r6 

population, usually ·Indiaris; to. supply these . . posts with ... . 
. ~ ~ ( . . . . . 

furs.' In ·Labr'ador t)lis ·. ~~s .-almos~ impos·s~bl_e"rom, : ttie . · 
. . . . . . I . . 

outset because .the· indigenous po_pula.tion .was -.small . · and had · 
• . . , . I 

I ·'•. 

.· .:-

. . ' ~ . . 

' . ... · . 

· : ' 

. ·, . . . ~ 
- I ·: 

. I:',' 
·-.: · 

largely . withdrawn from the·. r~gi'on. lfbQse who did . come out '. · .. 
-~:{·:. . . . ' 
:~.::.: -.. , - ~~ - . the _ pOSts .were. not·· r~~iab.~ •. fur SUppl~u:s '.~rt~y · be~auae .- . . . ·:·:. 

ii~- :; ·.: - they- were · not - readily. ~tt~~cted :· to the · good~ and.'.servic.eii .· . - · -·' ·-
~.~- { • ,. • ,. ' • • • • . • . • •• • ' . , , • , '.., • , • ' ' - . .. • • • ,' .' .~ • , ' .\ , ·, '. • • • : • • : • • ·.r 7 ':•: 
:·........ . . '; ' ' 

~~{~_. __ ,: . ~ffer~d· .~Y the·,posts,· ~t· ~-e~st_ ·. not~ :: a~ffic~_e~~~y .. .. · t .o. -~.~~~ ·;. ·.: ;, ::,:>:f, 
!?::: . :·

1
. • · 4epen~e~t on a·u.ch goods. ·_In th~ are_a · to· the ·north ·.of Hamil~- ~- .:· · .·.- ->? 

'7\• ' ',' I ' ~ & ' / I ' • . ' •' •'• • I ' .: ,• '•. '._" r·.'::, .. ~~-: 
;}.~' I • (r.' r . 

,. ~·~· . . ' ·. ' .. ...... ~. 

'!,,(.:·.· •' .. . ' ' " . . ~ , .'' . _,; •:; : : ·I · ~ · = ~~:; 
~~; , , .-· . ~ ' ' ... 
~!~::• .. ~' ' ' ., ' : ' ' t 0 • . ' I I I ''< ' l~: 

~~i~\;1~~;·~,:, ;b~ "~.LH ;·;,x,:\;,J,{ :,~i;,;i, ;:~~:\. >:A;· ;,,,,;;,,:,;;, •• .. • .,~~. •.;i.::0:; );Ai•C! i.<:~L~,v~r•: t:i::,.,, ;,,:.: .• · ,.• :;;,,a I,~.~~~if~~ 
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· ton .. Inlet this vas partly ~a used· by the fac~ th~t· they :.w~ul4 · ." .\) 
.. • 1. . . ' , . (. 

.·. 

i': .: . . 
~ ~ . . 
I·' .. 
~-~· ·. .. . 

~ . . . 

; ' . ' 

: . . • . 

·have to f .orsake hunting .caribou .· ib order to trap furs, since 

- the .. ecolog·~cal area~ · required for the tw were 
' . 

. · VJtry differ~nt. . · .. Research .. on the 
•.. . 

i of .tbe •sarLen , - . 
' ~ 

·Grounds' shows how manipula~ion ·by, the. ~udso • s Bay company 
' \ 

· br~ught a~out depend~nce on· · tr~de · goods and resulted in ', 

· .. - . 

1 ': 

.,. ." 

· st~r~~tio.n. ~C)ncjst. the· ·xndiahs. ·2~ ··The Huds~n·· s Bay cC>m~ny · · \ · 
, · . · ' 

·<s. ... . ·~ . 
0, i,• I • • J> ' I 

. ,. ' ' ' . : encouraged, ,· 'a .. reliarjce· . on . g'uns· and' ·ammunition 'so that the 
~·.: ' 4 • I ~ • • • I • ; ' • I • • • • • \ • 

~· . '' . . . - ·. . . . ·. . . . . . . 
;:,.·, ·.- ·. .. ~. ·. . - Naskapi had to trap . ._ftir in returri ·for the. ammunition , they .. 
;\· ·,. ,: ' . , . ·. . ' ··.· ... '. .. . . . . l ' . . .· ·, - . . ' . . . . . .. :. . ·. ' ·. . . 
?r.> ~ . .- . . . neede9 in · order to hunt, · and this eventually )etl to· a .. pre- . · . 
~~~:~.: :• :f,;.•.' ' .:~ '' .. ' 4 ' • • • • • ' ' ,i· ; . •_- ' . '. : • ' \ ' .' '.'' ' • t ~·' ' ., I ' • • • " ' • : • I • ,· , i ' ... • ' '• 

~r:-< : · · . .- .· · · . .. ·. ·. c'rious division of .,time ·spen~ hunting in .one ·. a.rea and::trap- · . 
~.: :\ .. ' . : . .;. ' . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . ., \ . ' ' . . . . . . . .. . ... 

~i~,:- · <. , ..•••.•. ..• · ·• t::~o:~i.i:::::::~ ~::c::::::~.::::n:ef:h:es::~~~e~~::n;:: · . · 
(~~} .···: ; . aw~y .· for .the Iqdians t~' #r~~ch. ' . ' Lookitlg th~ci~gh'· .the post Is ·.· 

!:':::.:>·. j·ournals . it becomes· obvious 'that tbe .Indians did not . ini-

~-·.i:.·······.· ... ·· .. ·•·· .• :· •. ) · .. t.ially . bring . 1i~ .· niuch fur, _:n~ never became maj~r)fu~ su~ 
_;.;J · .. pliers z.· ., 

';, t . • . 

: ... ·· ·. . ·'".·:·. ....,.. • ., I 

I ' I ' . • '• . • 

·.~ .. · • . 'They [lndiansl . gener'ally went. in . the winter .and 
:;·:~·i .: ·. kil~ed · a . sufficient number of··Beaver, .Otter, · and 
:~.: .. : :· . . ·Marten in this. tr.ack to· purchase a .. ptock of neces-:-· 
f(. : · sary .. . a~t·i~les such· as guns, tobacco and ammuni-
~ ·-. . · ·. tionJ -And, a·fte·r their return hither, . 'in ~he fol-: ., 
~;.·, · . .-:: . . ·· lowing sl.Dlllllerl never . thought · of h\mting. a .skin 
k:·.-.:.: ··.... ·. ,· .·· until tbei~ · necessities. obliged ~ them . t:o ·statt 
.... ·,...... .. again for · the ·abov~ mentioned·.posts [Kings ·post. ·on 
;.· ·. · · the North Shore of Quebec] ..... (extract of a 
.... i.,' . .... ·-letter ·. from Nicol Finl~yson, Hudson• &- Bay. Com'pany _ . 
. :~:: .. . · · · :. ~ Factor, ~t Port Chimo:l834) • . · . · . . 

.I 

· ... 

.. , 

-·: '. 

. .. · ..... ... 

.. . . 

· .. 
: : 

... 

. ~ · .. -~ 
.• .. · 

. . 
,\' -~~·.:~ ~ ; ', ' • ' • # • ' I ' ' • ' • ' ' ' • ' • 

~:.:/· .·.· · . : . . : .. · · . · ~he .Budscsn's· Bay Co~pany; -which. wanted a more .committed· ... ·. -. ---... 
~~} .. ~·~ . ~-. . ~ ... . ·.. .· ·.~ .. . .. '' ·, . . . ,. . . : . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . : •' . . ' . . . . ' . ' . ~ · .. 
~-~:·_.,...:.-... --. · ~ftepp~ng 'force;.- ·had· to find al ter~ative fur· .. suppliers . for · <·.! 
~).r. _:- :, • ,' • ' ·, • • • , ' '• . ' ' ; , , ':. • • (" ' .; • .· , • • I 

r\:ti'{· .. . : . : .. • ' ..... ·. their. Labrador · ~pOsts, ancftb~ 'tur"ed to . the Settler· pc)pula- . -~ 
' ·. . ' ...... . ' . .• . . . . ' . 

• , ' ' • ' t ' I • • ' • • • • , •' , '· , \1'•.! 

..... · . ~ ' . - ·. ' . .. ' . ;\, . .. ·: . 
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t,ion, 
• • 

which. gr.ew increasingly as retiring _recruits ch~ to. 
i 

remain ·and settle in the ·- region. At the outset . there . were 
. . 

•too· few. settlers to bring iri -many, furs, and the co~pany ~ed 
~ 

. .. ·._ 

its .own labour J force to .suppiy the posts with furs, cutting·. · · 
. . . . I 

and maintaining trap~ines along tbe -~iver,systemz 
.. 

. . 
Immediately . after the -business of the summer. sea• 
sop_ -is clos~d by the_ ·_departu~e of th~- vessel, gen- · . 
er4J.ly ~bout the Pliddle of ·September, the men are _. 
sent in · parties . of~ two · each, up the differen~ · 
rivers, _to pass ·the winter ~n 1 trapping mar~ens and 
other animals' tpey. live in small huts, -warmed .by . • ·. 

' -. : 

· . . .. , 

' •! ;, 

·.· . 

'' 

• • ~ o II ' 
tl. 

~ ·stoye, thei~ _work consist-s in vJ,s_iting • their 
traps; keeping them ~ree · from sbow, -and in hunting · 
for a part · of their subsistence ••••.•• The men, . on . 
leaving · the main Post, ar• furnished ~ith a .cer- · · ' . . ~ ·.. - . 

~ · 
·.- ; 

~, ', . 

, .. ·. ~ 

,·· 

a· -

~- .· -.. ~ . . 
.- ' 

-. . . 
. ! . 

,:,. · . 
' \ • :. ! 

>.-·--· j 
::;.:_ . --. -
•;. 

.. 

, · tcan quantity of ·-pc)rk, . flour, and·. ammunition~ .· 
• ·which ·· is. e.xpected to last them_ ·unt.il , they return 
. in ·,the spr.in_g, ' generally abo'ut: the f_ir'st- or second 
. week in· June (W.·H.A ... Davies· 11143:87-8).·. · . . . 

. . 

'- . 

· .. However, . it became much mo're . - ~_conomJ.cal 
; . - if ~he . ; labourers _. 

. c~4sed · 'to be the · respo~sibility of. the Hudson~ ~- Bay company 
. ' . . . . 

in a cr.edi t a~d deb.i·t syst~, and · so, ·unl_ike · other parts . of 
. ... ~ · .. \. f • ' • · . . : · 

the· continent where it was actively discourag~d, · setU'ement · 

·· was enco.~raged . here •. At .the. end of ·. their . ' five-y~~r - - .-'~on--
, \ .. .. . ' 

tracts many ·of .the r .etiring rec~uits, rather than risk 

re'tur_ni~g ·to' the poverty-~tricken ·arkneys, _· s!tttled _ ·.· in t _he 
. I 

r_egion, - thus becoming the ·major fur suppliers for .the Com- · 

pany_ • ' , I ' . . 

·.,., ---
~ ' ·- . . 

· se~tlers . arriv·i~ wit~ the Hudson ~ s _Bay· -company ; brciught-
• • • I , ' • ' ' ' ' o 

som~ ... . u~e£ul . skiils . . and ·t-~ades.'. · -rrhe- ·coaipany : ~~eessarily-

'· -. 

... . ' . •' ' 

,. 

·. 
.. , 

• 

t .• 

. · ~ 
., 

. . 
. . . ' . . •. - '. .• • ! . 

tf·· recr~i.ted metal'-smi~ha~ :~a~bu~idera, bd~klaye,ra .and cit~~a . . . :. 

r.: in .. order., - to run ·}heir ~s~s.' effect~ve.ly '· ~nd some of these .... .. -~ 
:~t·: . -. . . . . ' . ' { 
~]>; -_: ' . ' . 'l ' , • • . • -.· . • • ' I • .· ·.' 

f .. ··•· J: .. ,. , . • . ·.· 
~)\'",' .. ~ .... . ::a;.· .. :.} 
~~:','" - , •' , ' 1 ' ,' : . • ---' - ' o'<o' '• I ' o ', ; .. ~: 
0

~1;':,~;;.,: i, c;,;:~::;;;,;,iJi\<•; ,':·ii :i' ;:);;; ;,i ,.,· .. :; : :,;,;\ ''· ;;\.; ;.: '.· :~, , , /,' ,· .·.·.·' ' ,);o,;;~',, ;o• ' ) ; :;;;,,,;.; .;::;, ,,:. ' •\i~ . ;;. ';'i', ,;, )~~\f}~ 
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l 
· craftsmen were . among those who settled. This. d~d away 'with 

the inefficient but otherwise unavoidable pr-actise of 
' • I \ 

recruiting more costly ·a)tilled labour which could only 
I 

be 

fully used . periodically. Having resid~nt craftsmen in the 

local popbl.ation meant that the Company could hire tbem sea~ 

son~lY. as ~he need arose • . T~e case of Danie~ Campbell is 

an example. · He. was hir.ed by the au'dson·• a· . Bay Co~pany in, 

184.5 ·as · a .. c~o~r, a trade that. was essential .to the tran-

spo.~_ti~g of· 'salmon from the ·. region. 
. ' . I , ; . 

.He later. married · 
. .. 

Brook~' ·: daught.er; ·Lydia, and became an independent ~.rapper, 
. · . . 'bu~ . ii~. was:- a~~il.a~~e t~ wo~k as'·:a .. cooper .. : f~r · . . the · . ::c~mpallY :: 

• • - -I •• • • • • • • • • ' -. ' • • I . . • • ' • ' - ' • ' • 

. when ·· they ·needed one, ·as ·his daughter Margaret ·describes -'·in . 

h 

• • • ' • • • • • • 0 •• '# • ' . 

. .. • . . ~ 4 ( .. • . . ,· • • 

her diary& •som'etime · in Marc:b, Mr. Smith [the .Hudson's · Bay . - . . . . . . . . . . : . . . 
. . ' 

. . . . ~ ' . ' . ' ' . . ,. . 
. : Company -factor) ·sent: for ·Fath·er, .-far he was the only · cooper 

i~ ~he .·bay •. :. a~ ~·~~ted h~m for a ·m~nth ~t~ get. s6~e · ~arre~s 
7 ' · •· • 

. . 
' : ... . t , • • . 

readli ·for the .&pri:ng•. (Baikie 1.976:31) . • · . Lydia campbell's . .. 
·' sister ~ahruai(was . also seasonally empi6yed by the. Company to . ~ . . . . . 

prepar.e . . w.i.~fer . clothing. ··for . the r·ecruits when .tb.ey first . ·' 

a·rr.i.v~d . .. ..... . '( · . . -· 
. ·: ~\ .. " c -
The HU:da'on• s .Bay c~~pany .J?ost at ·North: west ·, River . w.as .· 

. . . . . . ~ . , . 

started··~ .bY .. a· group· of·: ~read~ a~&. and ca:n.adtaila27 und~r ·- the. · 

• - . . 
' 

. ' .... . , 

·. · ... 

.. 
• • l fl 
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tpe back countrry situated betwee·n Esquimau~ and 
Ungava Bay~ ~nd to that end. an expedition consist­
·ing of .Mr 'McGillivray - the gentl~an appointed to 
the charge· thereof - t~o clerks and twelve · men is 
to be fitted : out this . season with sufficient quan­
tity of Trading' Goods, Provisiollli -: &q · which you 
will forward. as early in the season as posaibl'e ' 
say in 'the course·. of the month. of May .in a vessel 
to be chartered by Mr. James · McKenzie. Of the 
Serv,nts to be e·mployed on t~is expedition, · I . am 
de~irous tha~ four sboul4 .be Orkney men and Eight 
~nadians. The Orkney-men you ca~ either get at . 
Mingan. or in · the King's . Posts · [North Shore of Que- ·· 
_bee] , of those to be brough-t out this s~as·on .whose 
wages are . 117 per ann. for five years, and the 

• C8Mdians,_· Middlemen or. common voy.agers · you .. will 
engage if . possible at the . 'same wages for . the term 
of .3 years • . It is . desirable a . good f ishe~mail 
should .l;le . of the· party, likewise one or · two ~ough 

. carpenters·.~nd:·a Blacksmith, and it Wi1l.be neces­
sary- that the Expedition should ·be provided with 
netts and· Tools for the Tr.adesmen. lextract · ol,.: a .. 

· letter· from · George SimpsQn t~ John Siev.r~ght, .ftam . 
. Governor·. Simpson• s .. Public CorrespoJ'\aence -Book. · ... No 
1292·1 copy i~ the Provincial Archives) .28 . 

\ : 

,rhe task of the fl~st recruits was to construct the 
' . . { . 

bui~ding~~he post in the face of bhe hoa~il!ties ~f th: 
other traders alre.ady est~~ished i-n~ . the · region. Comeau, 

• . • "' I . 

tbe North West River agent for the Boston trader Stewart, 
. 0 ") . 

~ave. the. 'early Hudson• 8 ~a~ _company r.ecruits a diffic:ul t 
, 

time. The CQJJlpany • s policy. was to compete for trade .. 
directly with an opponent, · and this involv~d .. building a P,st 

' • I o t •, .. 
upstream to the oppon~nt l"_n -order to capt~r~ the ·Indiana· 

·: first as ·theY cam·e . out of the inter~or. If the opponents 

retaliated. . · by 
. . 

themselves moving ·_ fur~her . u~stream, : the 
• • I • 

!i~Uds~p '. 8 ·Bay Com~ny worke.·rs· were expected to follow SUit 
' . . . . ' . ,' 

. ·-

~ 

u~til · the Qpporient c9nceded defeat. Apparently Comeau no:t , 

' ·ani;· ~oved his .' post~· ·w~t~-- ~aJrity ·. but he · ·also . off~rea ~ 
.. • ' . . , ! • . . 

.· ·' . .. . . ·. .·. : . \ . . .. 
·a~cohol ' to those Indiana · ·whose :trade · .. · he· . soug~t. The 

. I •• ·. ' A 

· . .. •:-... 
.... : 
' '• '!' ' 

·. 

.. 

,.., , 

. . .... . . ' . ' . 

~~:~;gk,::~:~·td/.i4.;i1~iaq,';;~;~. :: :~~, •. ;~~;lc;~,-i,~;~;j, ':. ~;; _•!: . ·;. ;~!-~ :,;: :;_,,i;;;:h' /J).i ,:,: ) ,i :, ;,:·;:.if< -·. ; ;;, ~:-t.;·: ::. ;_.,:::_{; ::, .,,\dl~ 



.. 

~\;·r ·," -_· . :···.<· : ·' .. :· •• -:· . . :-.• I h . , • • ~· 1' • . .... ,,. 
· ~ · . • 0 ..... 

• • l . : · . ' : .. 
,. 

.~': ~ '' ,., 

' ' •. ~: 
·.·. 
·r :·· ·. 
;: , I 
:- {. 
• ! 
' . . ~ . 
. :·' . ,. 
: .. ' 

-~· ·:· . . 
·.: . . 

.. 
'· 

• 0 

" ~ ..... 

.. . 
• , .. 
. . 

,· , 0 

~· · ' 

:} ·.· . 
. ··· ·.·· ·' . . . . . 
t, • • 

J~ ... ... 
:-~ · ' ... 
~ r,' ' -

•, 

' l l 
r 1 

.. • 

r 

' 

- •67 

. 
Hudson • .s B~y Company did not allow the istribution of 

~ . 
~.cobol to·. Indians at the time. It took a , ons~derable time_ t 

I 

to organise .the . construction of ~st · build ~9s \ because of . 

_ ~e f'ierce competition Comeau gave th~ ag~- on's \say C01np~ny­
lDen,Jand -in ~ow spirits• towards the ~nd Jf ~te summer, 

McGi ~iVray was deac;ibing . the
1 

e~editio:1 as •a vOyage of 

disappointment tthi:o'ugbo.ut • (ex-tract f ~om thj ' Bud-~on' s - Bay 

Com~ny __ journill .ef Simon . McGil~ivray ~836:,8) \ . _. 

at th!-s 't~m~. ' J6sepb Bird.of Forteau,.who c ' -~ to Labra~Or 
_in· .1811J', : w~~. sti~~ _operat:1~9· a s~~~n . fif!'he \ ~Kenimish 

· anci kept a winter house. ·1ri . .Shabis· ·icasho (seba~kachu) • . · Botli 

. th~ . s~l.IJlGll ~s~· · and th~, ;inter·,. ~o~~e· . were. \~~ld . ~o .the 

Huclso_n' 8 Bay Com~ny foi: 148 _ ~oori aftei: the la,~er arri;,e~. 
On . his wat:" ~o . ~~i~ ton Inl~t, ,~cGil~i~ray_:-met .. w¥Jl a_ :aptain 

. Lock, who was employed by Bird, and purchased ~ird'· s busi-
• . . I I . . I I 0 

ness in the region through .-him: 
~ •' . . 

A Brig :. (Hope~ belonging to · ·Mr B.ird of f~tte and 
~ ~~;ench sch~oner cast anchor among -us. · Th s Mr. 
Bird ··has. an estiblishment in Esqx. Bay · alled 
Kinimisb ••• , ••• [I] )lrade some .arrange~ents .wt. ca·pt. 

. 'Lock ()f the. Hope ·(Agent for Mr. Bird) tQ-' p chase 
- __ ·_ € :--"' .·Kin~misb. ·. Be off.er~ 'the· ·l"temises f.or .48. cli •. :~u,t . 
• . :· l must first see the . place...... .. r · 

' ., . ,, • ( 0 . 

X Purchase~ . th.e .stores and premises abo·ut·.- he[· . from ' · 
Capt; Lock~ agent for· Mr. (Thos)• Bird of F. rteau, 

· for. 'tht ·sum of 14B Cy~ ·for · which. I .. gave him· a 
.· ·: · draft · ·on the Hudson's Bay ·bouse i ·n L·ondon. · There 

. I i ·a a - ~~nter ·house also at Sh~is . lasho, h . fway, 
· . · ·petween this , . Moolagen, .wh'ich ls in~uded : n · this 

·:·.· . . bar_gain. (McGill,ivr•y 183.6: 18.;.1'4) • · ·;. 
• • ' .f " : 
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(.. . ' ,;: 

\ : . Another trader in the region, Thomas· Groves~ was also wil... ."~ : 

\. 
'\. 

- I 
' : . 

\ , ,. 

•' 
•• f • • • • 

. ; · 

" 
~ ' .. 
.. 
• , 

< . 

'r', 

. -. 

; . 

. . • 

·.· 

. . . ' 

·:..· .. 
·. · .. . 

' 

ling to sell property to the Hudson• s Bay Company. 
r 

He gav~ 

them a house at a place now called Grove's Point, in the 

region of Goose ~ ay, and sold" them his shares in •a fine 
0 -..; 

masted large boat called the Race Horse• (McGillivray 
/ ' 

1836:4). · Groves, however, unlike B~rd, contin~ed to trade 

i-n the region, his main· post being at Tubb Harbour on · the 
\ ' 

coast.29 · 

It ~aS primilri1y Don~d Smith, fac.tor at ·aig:let ' aild l 
North west .Rinr from 1848 .until· 1868, who .was reswnsible . . . .· . 

for the ~evelOPuent Of·. an- efficient 
-. 

t:~apping · a:nd salmon 

fishing economy.,. :f!n ceritr~ Labrador under the aegis of the 
·. 

Hudson• s Bay Company. · He had begun his career . by .. "'anaging 
J ' ' 

. . . . . . . 

.. . ' · ; 

. ; . ) 

. ' ~ ·~ ', ~ 
,•; . ' .. ' .. . .. 

. , . .; ... , 
. -

•• ' '1- · •'' 

... ' ' l . ..~·. '' ... · 
.... Jli . , .. 

.. ~ .. . ~ '~ 
,.• ·._;. 

~he 'King! s Pos~s 1 which were situated along the North Shore .... 
• 

of Quebec. · Shortly afte'r ·his .arrival . in L~brado~ · became ~ . 
.._ .. 

.. . 

t;.rader, and then factor (in l:852) of the "'C~ntral. Lab~ador 
\ 

posts. Under hi~ _mana_gement North "?.est River became· the ":-.. :. 
. : . ~ - ·. . ~ . 

regional centr~, and the past\.w~ expanded .t;o inclu~e roads, 
0 

... • gardens and a small number of 1 ivestock such , as I cattle, , , -. 

·.horses · and . chickens: .The ei.~rer, 'sa~i~ck, ~descr~bed ~be · . <:: 
. ..... 

effect .of· coming upon this ·, fa~m•·- ~ri the middle of·. Labra~or~· --· .. . ... ... .-.: ·. . . " . . . . . ; ' · ·, . . ... ·._ ...... . I , 
\ : ... '. 0 ' • . • • • • • I .. 

·:· Then the astonis.bed ear ~s greeted .with the !loWing _ ; ~ 
. . . . of ~~.ttl'e. and t~e bleating of sbeep_~n sho~e, and . '•. ::: 

~ .. · · in the rear of the agent•.s . house ~are . ·vet!i.table ~ ··.·:-: 
t·.··-: barns, fran' whose open· wJ,ndows . hangs fr'a rant ·. ::'; 
··,, '"" npw-mwn hay, and a' noi~Y· cackle wit~in is· o nous <<{ 
.. ,:.: ·. · of · fres.9-\laid· . eggs_! . su~e~y . ~at_ure _ ha · ·been : .:/; 
\: . 'J:.emarkably . lavish here, or some· pt:.es~di~g · ,9,eniul, -· ...... >~ 
:.~· :::-' · ·of .. -no ordi'nart enterprise and ·taste, · bas ·re,deemed : '}~ 
g;_.. _., the .pl~ce· ~fr,Q~ . its -. wildernes~- .. desolatio~J j ~oth , .. _-.:·\_~~:i 
{;,: • • • L ' • ' • • ' ' '·_._;::~~:: 
~t~\'' ·. . . . .. ' ' . .,. . .. 
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are. true. The climate is much warmer here than 
·'Upon the, coast', .· and there i~ a fair . adinixt1,1re ~f 
soil. . Donald fl\lexander Smith,_ the intelligent 
Agent of_~he posti is a pra~tica~·farmer~ and~ by 
~ontinu~d · care ~nd the employment of pr~per fer­
tilizing agents, succeeds -in forcing to ·maturity, 

·.within the short summer- season, mo,t'of ~h~ veget­
ables anq grains produced ·in warmer latitud~s. He 

· ~. has seven acres under · cu1tivation~. of which ·a con-
. . stderable· portion is under glass·. There .. are grow-

.:. ing turnips, pt)ase, ·cucum~ers, · po'tato~sl pumpkins, 
melons, cauliflow·ers,. barley I ·oats, etc. , Corn 
will_ not _ ripen, nor even form upon· the ~ar • 
Before Smith's h~use is a flower-garden • . Here, 
too, _is a carriage · road two miles l~ng (strange 
sight in ~his roadle~~ country!), upon whiqh the 
agent betimes indulgas in _the luxury· of 

1

a drive1 
for he has .two horses y·hich he · emplqys · upoil ·.·the 
farm. · .. A bull, twelve cows, half a dozen sheep, 
goats~~. fowls, · and dogs pompr.is~ his live-stock. 
There . is no other place like Smith's in Labrador, 
in all its ~ea of 429,0BB square mi~esl I (Charles 

-' · Hallock in Harper's Magazine, December 1861) ~ ·. · · 
. - ' . ~ 

--

.. · Smith'.s farm --provided much of the food requirem~nts: of 
• 

~he P<>st-8 und~ his cdntrol. · ,' -~Most; Hudson • s Bay company · 
a o~ \ ' • • ,• • ' ' ; o .. .. - ~ ~ ~ 4 ' • o ' ' ( (l 

posts had to ~ely,upon .the annu~l ·arrival of . goods shipped 
. . ~ . 4t . .. .. 

•• 

· _;·--;-· _ln ·.at consider~ble . -~oat - fr?~ Br~t~ .·. S~p~lies ot' dried · . . 

. goods ' such; as flolir,· " ~ice; 'and some dried f ·rl,lit were 

; .. 
·-

'-;_ "•J 

.. 
': .. ' - . .•. 
! . • , 
' . :' ' :~ 
·~ . 
, 4 • • 

... 
--.r- :• -
~ ; . 
~-:~· .. :. ' .. . : 
-~: -, 

..... 

·. 

' . .... 

. \ . . . 
' severely J.imited, ' and. often preserved d~li'cacies -were .rancid .. 
on arri~l. Rather than _allow the -exigencies of shlpping to .... . - . . .. . 

l . - -- --- ' . . . . 

.::~::~:::b~~d t;:r:~e;o::a:~f:t::f::::~e~:~t:~J~: P::· 
_wild ~~at~t- ~J.s men -~hun~ed •• _There _ are ·. nume~o'us refef"~;;ces~-~-n 

. ·_ .the post j·ouy1al _~ t~ the pia~ti_11:9• ' tending and . harv~sting 

.. ... activ-ities of the lort~ ·west .River recruits. 
; .. ~ • 1 • • • .' ' 

~f-:r ~ . '. · . ~ith also· fully exploi-ted _the salmon fishecy . wh:Lt:h . bad · · 
~!" / 't 0 " ' • I ~ • • 41! , • " ~ 

0 

':-~ < ·· . ' f.f:· · ·- • been · started by the· early t;raders >&uch _as. Lotifs . Fornel, 
~r:,\t: ·. ' '-. IIJ. .. .. 
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• 
Jo.se~~ Bird, Thomas Groves and the North Westers, Stewart 

' . . . 
and Comeau. The increasing turnover 

• 
at . the posts as he 

I ' 

• \ <0 
developed· the salmon fishery and other resources had the 

. effect of drawing.· OUt and d~recting the 'ACtivities Of· the 
, • • '> 

•. 

Inlet popul:ation, .s..lnce most .. of the -population became 
. . 

. employed either directly or 'indirectly by the lludson' s Bay 

• Compuny-. 
, . ~ 

-smith was an extr~ely enterprising man, but "the 
. . 

stamina and work required by these enterprises were not, · 
. 

i!ltc;»geth~r ~ppr~ciated _by the Hud~!Jn'·s a·ay Comp_any.z •we · ·are 
. ,../ ' 

all sadly. overworked here, our . busi~ess is -increasing each · 
• 0 4 • • 

s~aso~, yet we · have the same number of labourers and we .a
0
re 

. not expect,~d- to in~r-ease · our expenses. •. (Smith ias&.l extract· . . . . 

-·- of · ~ lett.er .from iU.golet). This s~tuation .. ref.lec.ts ·the dif-
.. . 

f~c.ul ties. 1:h~t the ~udson• s · Bay ~ompany . were expetiencinq in ·.· 
~ 

.... recruitment • . . 
·'· 

. Smith was responsible for intr~ducing: ·to . Labrado~ t:;he 

·. practise · ot c~nning salmon for ··coiDJ'Rercial retail. · This wa·s ,. 

particularly' . insightful since commer'ci'al cam_ting wa, . a 
...... 0 • . 

recent · innovation, -and it ., remained a successful industry · 
. . . 

. ~, 

lon51- after -Smlth~.s ~et_ireme~t._ fi:_o~the regioru' 
. . . .. .. 

' • , .. _, . ~ ... 

1 h'ave worked 1 ike · a slave· since I .·have been here, 
and . 1 ik~ you~ self ·I am glad·. to say th.a~ my · to\lgh .· . · 
labours hav~ been ' crowned-with success. The col-
leqtion of .. salmon at this .post al.one amounts. to · 

~ 37~ tierces against 95 sent to the· Lon~on , market : 
last· outfit. . At ·- cartwright, !no Sandwich Bay,. 
there are .,eady .for shi_pnent 360 tierce.sr from ~ 
these . two~ places al~ne we ship 731., agains~ 481 
packages sent . to ,_ London last year, . : il_u::l'ui¥.1)9 · 
Ungava ' and other northern sections. If Un a 
does·· :its q~ota~ .we .should .ship between 11 and ·: 288 

( . 
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tiercea. -(Chief Factor, P. w. Bell, wri~ing in ' the 
Hudson's Bay Company · Journ~l for North West River, 
1864) ' 

/ 

Tinsmiths, or 'tinmen•, became regular members of the par-

ties of recruits arr~ving annually at ~~e Rigolet and North 
. . 

West River posts. · The introduction of canning m~ have been 
· y 

the major cause ·· of !;he gr~th .and success~. th~ ~almon 

fishery · in Labrador after Smith• ·.s arrival. )revious~ , . 
there had been no way of transporting salmon the distances 

req~ired to reach large marketL 
0 

Although Smith must have demanded-a lot from'his men . in . . . .. 
- . 

adding fishing and farming to their workl.oads, an~ fn exact-

ing labour froiD an irisuffi~ient~y l~~ge staff d~ring' .these· 
. . 

' days of expan~~~n, h~ also gave ~ gr~t ._de~ ' of ~is ' t.ime ~~~-: 
energies to .the Hamilton Inlet Pc>putace; He .learnt the . . ... . . . . . . . ... . 

. .. . . . . . -

--~ ru'd~ments· ,of medicine~ .... actep as · 

- · ~sputes _and served as pri·est ·-in 

judge and · _ a_rbi ter ~ in 
0 

mar~iage and . baptism 

cer~onies for the· Settler population, of whom, by this 
4 ' . • 

time,~ a. fair -~Um~er~ had _t'ormerly been ·Ork1;1ey . r~o-r:ui ts for 
'I 

his· . pqats and ne~ ~ere w·orki·ng ~n some l _evel, ~-o~ the 

Company. _. · _.. · · 

. "" . ' . - ' . 
Don~ld Smith ie~t Labra~~r in _la~a ~or . MonJ_real where 

• J 

/ 
·he beCfllle. GoverD-or of the. Qudson• s Bay Co~pany (not -long _ 

afte~ the - ~e~th of sir rieorge·_· s~mpson) .-~ ~nd. la~er, . ~h~ fir~t - ·-; 
. : . ' . . . ~ . ( . . . 

LO.rd _·Stratbcona ·and Mount Royal • . The saving~ he. accumulated . 
-. -.. . . -. . . ·-· · '. . ·_ . . . . 

- ~br:-1rig his - ~,ears . with th.e Buds~n' a· Bay ·company·, :-·ari~ tbe c~n-\ . 
. \ . . ' . . . 

t~~ts l;l_e __ made, both during 'his . visits to Montreal and_ whi~st~ 

J. "?' .. 

.. 
• " .f .. -~ 

r ' , • . '• 
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-.. 
' .. · . . . ~. ~ 

'· 

.... ' t • 
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.he held office there as Governor of the Hudson's Bay Com-

pany, e~ab~ed him to help -finance the ~irst tra~a-~nada 
ratlway, for which' he remains) famous in. the history of 

I - . 
Canada. His sojoufn in ~abrador certainly reflects his 

. 0 • 

/ 
capacity as an unusually. industrious and talented ind~vi-

\ • ~ .c 
dual~ Befo!=e his ~eparture, Smith succeeded in putti·ng 

Lab-rador ··firmly on the B\l(son' s aJ, Company map, ani! by the 
. . ' 

tim~ he left there was a thr~ving population of Settlers in 

Hamilton Inlet, with North West River undisputedly · at ·the 

centre. 

.. ~ 

'the 'post ·developed· and' more recruits became 
. ' ' ,. .... As 

, . ' ~ ... 
Settlers, .. the· main salmon · fishing posts and .·traplines-. ~ ' . . ' .· . 
~ha~_ged hands • .-_ · ~wher.eas .-_f~r~erly -t_~~Y . ha~ .' bee~ .-'.tun ;by -- : 
Hudson• s Bay Company -staff, now they 'were run -by independ-ent · 

Settle~s • . Reference is made to Traverse Pine (Traverspin), 

a trapl ine following ·.· the · Tra,~rspin River, w~ich ·- changed 

hands from the Company to· John Goudie and family· .. (and back 

again_ .. t!hen· the · .. family de_cided to move .,noz;t;h) ~ Kenimish, a 

salmon i!ishin_g--post, is also . me~tioned. 
. : .... 

Malcolm Mac~ean and 

Henry · Hay initially ran the post· as Hudson's Bay company ,, 

_employ~es,· and later independently. 3e 

were 

.· 
.The ·Blakes, .Groves and M·eshers of the pioneering .period 

' gradually ··supplem.ented ·. by Michel ins·, _Goudie&, camP- . 
. ' ' 

bells, · Bai'kies, MCLeans; -Monta,gues and ·olivers- over the ne~t · 
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sixty :_years, . as the. company' a or Jtney· recruits became .... .- , 
, ', f ' : ;;~~~: 
·: . : independe~t · Settlers~ · . · Retfring Hudson's Bay c;c>mpany· ' .-. ~·<.t· 
·. ~·' .. " .. ; __ ·:.~~ .. ; 
'.' r·:· ' • ,· :, ~-~ 
.. ... ' 0 \ • • ~' t.i· ... :. ·. . '. ·.· .. ·• . . ·.. . "'"" 
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recru~t.s . were not only --responsible . for a major growth in ~he 
. . \ . ; : ,-n 

Bamtiton Inlet · po'pulation from t~e\ end ·of the qineteenth ' .. 
. . 

c~ntury 

shaping 

until the Depression, ·they ~~re also .. ~nstrumental in 

t~e Se~~lers• lif~styie .. in,_ ~t · period: primlrily~ -.,. ·.·.· 
' 

through :· example. . Davies• description of the activities of 

the Hudson's Bay company workers (given abov:e) soon beca1ne 

th~ l:i!"!pl~te for .the Settli.~n~ · round, in which ¥rap­

ping was_ the. maj·or activity. · . ·The _ ~conoJp.y of t~e . Laje Mel..: 
. , . 

ville. region- changed from the seasonal - f~uctuation between 
' .· . . ~ .. 

littor.al fishing- and . inland .orientations· of tne· pioneer· 
. . , . . . fJ . I . . . 

.. . ·. ~ . 

settlers - the i~Jolate·d famil·les of •trolicksome ·sailors .who 

semi-barbarou~ · life• and a 
Q • 

I · ' 

inland trappi:ng -or.ient·atlon, .- and this event~lly .led, to t~e 

divi~ion of the ·aamiltori Inlet popul_ation. Some .gravitated 

to the coas~ and -the ~o~ fishery whi~e others settled inland 

a·roun~. the trading . .Posts and oscillated between 'the · s'Ummer 
... ~ . ' ' . 

salmon fishery .and winter -~rapping. The company became cen- . 

tral tc(tlle existence of wery settler in the iruand regi'on, 

. ·and trapping. became a w_ay of li'fe. 
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The Admini~trative Period: 
The Tr_a~si tion. to a . Sedenta~y L-ifestyle 

* * * 

I 

•. 

' I 
) 

This section of the histo~y chapter deals with the 
. . . 

transition that the community had- to make from a seasonally 

or~ented trapping economy to _a·.year~rowi~ w.~ge labour . ·econ­

omy. ~he'· . i~-l~~nc~ of~~ Depres~io_~ · of the ·192ea· and 38a 

was widespread, arid, in L~brador, the loss of fur mark~·~a·, ._ 
' ~ ~ 

...... ~- . 
mean~ that trapping was no longer .a ~iable way o~ · lif·e · •.. ~~e : . · 

fai~~ng . fur tra~~ brought about 4 · cha~ge · in . the ..,. . . . . . . 
eco no!_IU c· 

. or'ientation ·of the ·commun-ity •. -~everal · altern~tive form's of . . . ' . . . . . . " . ' . ' . ' 

' . 
employment arose ·.at ·.-ti:W. beginning of the twen~~eth -· centu.:y, 

' ' , ; , '·. • . 1 • • • ' •: : ' •, I 

·the most . important : ·from·· the . point.' of view of Nor~ west 
. . , . • . . . . . • . . I' 

\Riv~r - being' the _I~~~~nati.onai._ .- · Grent'~ll · Ass~ci~t~on. · ·How-: 

exploitation, such as mine~Al e~p~ora~ . ever~ env1ronmental \ . . . ·. 
tion, iogging, · and· later~ .the harnessing· -of · hyd_r~ei_ectric · 

er1 also affected the community• 

"rbe S!lcond world W'llr acted·. as a ca~al~ with t~e con:-
. . 

struction. of :the . Airbase · at Goose Bay, fo~ much ·of the 
. . 

change . which had been precipitated by the ·· Depression • . The .·. 
' ' ' . ~ 

• '••,• I 

. .. .. 
. . 

' ... 
•' 

: . ·.: 

' • I 

. ' -:;-( 

' ' '-. 

·.'· .: ,. 
·::. 

. ·'· 

.. ' . . . "y 
.. ·. \ . .. · .. 

.. . · .. ·. 
. . . .. ... 

. . , .. ' ,' . 
• . . .-
· . 

. . . ;.: 
i· • 
. ' .. . 
· .... : ... . .. 

construction· _ attr~cte~. p~o~le . from· all over ~abrador, .but . ·. 
. ' . 

l!lst of the employees who· stayed· f_or ·. the duration ' . c;>f tbill ,. 

• · D{oj ect ~ame f rCIIIl the ~eti:l er co...:.uni tles in the rilgion, a~d . . ' 
no~ least .from North west River. 'l'hu~, · ·No~tb West ~iver· .·. ·. · .· . . - ~i . . · .. . , . . 
-increasi.ngl~)'}ound · ·itself . the ~ocus of various activlti.ea~ ·.. .·-·j 

• ' ' ' ' "' ' • ', • .. ,. ' I i t '. ~::• 

·for which ·it be·came the · seivice and administrative ·centre. . · · .'~.:~;: 
• . . - ··: ''f . ·, 

~-. · .. ·, - ~ 

~~~&-!i"z .. ;()i_'ri.~~ <:k•~ _;;,: .,,;,_; •. ; .. :.: •. : ·:, .,;;·.;~:. , : -;·.:' .:!.-· •. \ :.: ):<L~c·•k:.. ,,. :_,,,~:.;~;}. ; \i ":,;'.;J,,,, ,~:_: At: :.,_ •• : <,:\:,,:Z,_!,;f~~~ 
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The of economic : and so.cial change· which 1 .. different aspects 

·have occurred during the present century ~11 be discussed • • 

.below. · 
·-

* * * 

Exploration of the Labrador interior had been goin·g on 

for ~he best ~t of _the century, beginning with 'the jour, 

~eys ~ade · by ~son's . Bay . Company' employees :· John · McLean 
" ""' . ' .. " . ' ' . ' . . . ' . .. . . ' . ' . ' , 
(1849) a~d Erland ... Erlandpon-. . Nort~ .We~~- River .. became a 

sta·rtib~ -point· f.~r maey~ of. the .. voy~:f/1 ·: of ·~ ·e~pl.o.r~~ion , .-and 
-· . .. . 

actVentur·e into the Labrador • wilder.ness·.' -The; Geolo.gical 
1 • • • 

· ··~· .~rvey ~f . ca_~~d~ ~-~~~di ~ion, . l _ed. by 'Albe~t· Low .. · 1~ . --~~~~-~9~,_ 
. , .·wAs . the first -~ci-ent·if.ic survey undert~ken .. o£· Labrado~-,- ~nd . 

.· . - . . ' : .. : . . , . ~ , · ' ' . . •' .. ,._ . ., . . . ·' . -. ' .. .·· .· . . , .. 

. 'undo.ubtedly' had ,reperc,ussions : 'in: the. instig'atiori of .... · ~ni~eral '' . 
' : . . . . . . '.. . . . .. ~ . '. . . ' . . . . . . ' . . 

·· explora~ion. · A • . P.· .. Low's · reP9rt (·1896) of the .geology: of ·· 
~ • • • • ' . • - • • • • • • • • _. : ...... . - : ' ' j • : • • • • • • - • •• - • 0 

the Labrador peninsula gives · some .infoz:mation · ab~ut ' . : the 

S'etti;r -~pul·a~i~n o'f: ~~~th Wes~ Rive~," wh~re ··~~ spe'nt' 't'.ime 
• ' I 

while orgaAlsing. his : journey. ,· .. . 
. ' I ', . . • 

• 
Expedi~io~s .w.ere often.of ~n adve~turous . rather ~. than· 

· scienti£.1~ ·~ature, .but· served t _o ·.draw attenti_ori ··to. t~~ 'pros-·· 
. ' • • • . : • • ' . . • • , I . ' lo , • • • • • 

·· PeCta· that th~ Labrador · .f.:nterior. offered: · . .. In.l91l, ·a party 

of. three nien f~~ the · N·~~ .York . magazine putln~ set . ~U~. · 'fr~ 
· North West · River. The .expedi t~on proved ·.to . be ·fatal for·. the . 

: " ' .. : .· '' ' ' .. · ' . : ' "' ' ' .. . .... " ·. : ' ' '' 

I •,, 

. '' ~ 

, · .. 

·,·. 

' • I , -

.. ·. · 

. . ~ · 

. ·. -~ . 

...... ~ 
· le~der, .. Leonidas Hubbard; · This was· partly · because . _the .. gro~:~p·. 

'ft.:·· ;.· ..... h~d: not included a i~cal ~ gu~de, and : ·th~ · men lost ' their ·. ~ay. . .' .\ 
rl:: :~·:· : : . · - : · · · · .. ·· · j • • •• • • • • • • • • •• - - · ~· .\; 
~t~::.~·:·· .. ~r~ ·_. ·t:bl~ .: ." ~in~ q~wa.rds it became co~op ~o ·employ. ·.NC?r~h · .. · . .:::~~:-: 

*~~~:. : ... ' . . . ' ' · .. ""\ ~ . ' . ..·::..-
• I ' ' ·,·: ,.., 

Jj~~-.~~~.:,{ti:\t .• ~J.D~:\c.~c\~i,': :\;,~£ 0', ,,,\:;~:;s',o;i:il,c: ~-·.;~,;::: ',;:, ·'; ~:.:.'1\.~.W: :, :, , ..•. '·,, ·· ,.,. ,: . ;;:. :}; :;,~. •.' .:. {,:;d~~ 
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. ... 
West River trappers as guides on -expeditions· A inland, and :. ' . ' . 

this · prpved t~ ce a lucr~tive aiternative .to t~apping for 

some men. , The expedition . was- successfully· com~eted . by 
. . . 

Hubbard's wife M~na, wh9 raced Hu~bard• ·s . companion, Dillon 

Wallace, .to ~omplete ·the journey in the ' . . 

. . ·~ \ 

summer of 19SS.32 

Miria Hubbard's accoUnt· of her ·. journey ( 198 ~) _ supplied 
. ' . greater. ~n9wlecfge of the_ t'rrain , she ' travelled through than 

had ··previously been . ava~lable~ . ,. . Other · expeditions followed. . . . 

' . . . l J , . ,( ~ . 

·.· .: 
' "'.· :. 

. . '·> 

" ... 

··. : 

' ... : 
) 

: ; \ .. 
. . .. : <. .. ·. ·.· 

. .. '" ·. . ' ·, , . . . 
El-liot Merrick accompanied Ia gr.oup- of North wes,~iver--.. . _ ·. . ·. :: 

·. tr.ap~ r.Ef .. · ·up . the · aam·~l t ·on . R~ ~er to. their . tr apl in~~- -~~d ' ~t . . . ; · .. ~.<.:~ 
' . . ~ - ' . ' . . ' . . . •'.' 

the season .t ·r ·apping w'itt'·John Michelin in .: the 1 Be_igbt · 'o~ ~ ·. ~~ <. ··_·; ·: 

Land. I . Be, ~ recounts the adventure~ he,'ha_d with 'the tr~ppe'ra ·;· . .:. ::·:·· . 
. .· . . ; ' . . •, ' : . ' .. ' ..... : . . .. . ~. ..... . .. _ .... 

·in hi~ ·t;;ook !J!.Dul 'North .. (1933). · The · PinJlish · _geog~apher, . ·: .. ·. --:':: 

·vaino · ~anner-~ · carrie~ , o.ut. .a . 9eo9rap~ical .. su.rv.er· ~~- th~· . . · .. :··.: ;· . . . ' : . . . ~ 

Labrador paninsuia i,n)93·7~ and completed an ·extenaive· tw~ 
• · ~ • . • •. • • • • t • • • > • I' ' . 

volUme account' of ·Labrador's customs ~riel geogr·aphy in i9·~4;. 

In •1951 I Mer.li>ick' s . companion·, John' Michelin, was a. ~ember of . 
. . - . . . . . ~ . '·' -

anoth~r-- expedH:i·on into th.e Labrado-r inter J,.or ,' accompany-ing · 

an~ther Settler, John~ s co·~·J~in_ Lealie · Mich~iln, -~ ~nd t~o· ·. 
. ·· 

. jaurnaliats -. · fo·r , . the National Geographic ·tJogazintt~. The ·aim . . . . 
. . ' . ... .. 

of tbi~ expedi~ion wa~l to . pllotograph the 'journey to Chut- · .. , 

chill Palls, · which the men madt! in aluminum canoes ov.er . 

~white · water rapid~, for ~~~ ·~agazjne_ . (19Sl) • · 

. ' . 
Following Low, various teams of scientists·. · travelled . . ~ . - . . 

. . ·· .. 

. ::· 

. .. . · . 

' :. 

. .. 
J ,', · ::.-

0 , ! l , 

. •; 

- .· .. • .,. 
.. . · 

' ' I • - •: ~·} ~nland . in . search .of ~-in~r~als, : ·and · ~n ··. 1953·. the British 
• 1 • • • • 

!'-':.· :·; . ' . • . . : ;· " . . . . . . . 
~~ -- , . Newfoundland Corp,oration (Brinco . or B.rinex) made . its . h~ad~ 
•; ';· ." ~ . . . . · ' . . ·. . . ··· . . ·. ·. . . . .··. -
: .~ :. t'".J . .. .. • • .. - • ~_,··~-~-
·:. :. 

r. ~... . . . · · 1 ~·· 
.. i . . : 0 ,

0
1 ' 

- :·· ' ' . : . . . . ·. . ... . - . . .. 
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quar t _e ·r.s in .North West River.33 The . Settltt,rs who. had· given . : 

I . 

up trapping, man¥ of ·whom .had . . . accompanied · earlier ~xpedi-
. ~ 

tiona, were now· employed as _prospect'ors and fiel~ guid_~~ for· 
. . . . 

reco-nnaissance work.· .Prospecting in some way·s· compen_sated 
' , IT • ··- . I 

. . 
. for the loss of the ·trapping lifestyle, be·cause it -had begun 

.. J I • . 

·' . . ' . " ' . . 
·while tr.apping was stil~·. the predominant ·way of _·life and ,it 

~uilt u~~ the b~sh skills .and kn~wledge that the Settlers 

·had .~assed. dur~ng tbe·~·r y~ars a$ . t .rappe.rs.· It . was .also .. 
. . .· . . . . . ·._. . . .· e . 

· seaso·nal, as · opposed to · the ·tYpes .of employment ·that began 
.~ !~ ~. . . { ' . . . . . . . . . . • • ' ·. . ' :. -. . , . . • ·, . . 

~~> ·.:.. . appearing with. the construction. of· the Goose Bay Airbase · ahd 
~~ "'' • ' I .o ' : • • ' ' ' t'_ ' o ·~ " • ' ' ' ~ • , , o • • "' • J • • ' l ' 

:<---~-· , :·the ' operations of :.the Int-er~tionai G'reilfell -Association in ~.-~.:,';,:· ... ·,·,., :_: '. I ' ' ' ' ' ' "0 ' 
·.·o • ' ·, • ' ' ' I ' ' , ' ' ' ' ' • • ' ' 

F .... ' · ~ · : -::: ·.·.·North --West - ·aiv~~ • . Thi.s ~·easonaiity gave ·the settl.era.· ·some · 

;J,Ji · , · . . ~i~e cin Whi~ t~ i:rap ~d :built; liild, .as prcispectin~ occ~r~ed 
.t\.:';. ~ .· : ~~ri~~ ~the ·s~er m . hs.- in order.· 'to · fa~ili'tate the varic)us 

~y(: .. : · carry 'on some wih~~r . 
k'' .. 

~\< · .. ~ 
\~· '- '• - . r ,· .. ·. 
;f: .. · 
').'•. 

· After pr.osp_ecting, tbe inland much 

n;.-<.. resou~ce_. devel~pmerit - has· Q.ccurred .without sisni cant .. effect 
...... ·- . ·. . : ·. . - . - .. . . ·. I . . ·.. . . . . 

~:~,:_:_'_:_~--·-··· .: ·. ~n t~e . ~e~~-~·al . L~.t:~d~r ~pul~,o~·'·. w~th: : t~~ ~xceptio~ . of. . 
_ _ ··Churchill Pal·ls. · . Few ·people moved to western .Labrador in . 

·~.::t: . . ' . ·.. . .. . . . . .• •. ' . 

.. 

... ·. ·. ··. 

0 ' , 1 I 

' •: I 

' • .' I 

. . . ~ 

\ . 

. . , 
. - 1. 

K::_ ·. ·aearcb of Workr there most of'l!he · ·empl.oyees are . from:.· the 

~;;,( ... 'is~_and : _of.:.- .. New~~~ndland•· Th~ Chur~b:ill . ~al~s· project!. how- .. ) : 

;;;· e~8r, . -~lo~aed a~ea iaor&: thari · half ( i:b~ · Size of . take 

~~):-'·. : . Ontario a·nd." de~ttoyed ,' a vast bunting art4L trapping area. The • 

~S(.:-.. · . .. Ihdi~ns ·and. ~~t~l.-ers·· ~ho ·lost· tra~line's·~ hl1n~ing territ9ries ·.,..: 

~}~ < . · ari i,q~~pma'nJ;. etiU ha~e bi tl:et .memories of this dev.elOp,- · : . : 
.;~!:· . ·~ . · d ,,. . . :-:·~.,' \': 

' ' ' • . . ' . . , .. . . . . ' • • : .. ~7-· 
~j/ .. ' > .... ' . . ' . J/ ; • . ' • • . . ' .. . '-::- • • :·,\'; 

~: fK· .· . . , . : ~ ;. . . . . . , • . : . ·.. . . .· ·>_). 

~t:·.;,~~i;ik.( :::y:Ji. ;~! :~v. L.:··;;,, :/> . ;,; :. ~·· ;.; · ~,: :> _. ., ~ ·>.:, .. ,;;; ... ; , \ , ·, /: > •: ; .. , · :; . ···• .·, ·_. ·.~ •.. .;: .:~ ;",: ~· · _: . :. :. \ .: _, 1.;~4~ 
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ment,·and many are l~ath to trust, further developnent 

Labrador. Little good came 
• I 

t~~abrador from·this hydro-
"-

electric· project, since . virtqal~y the entir~ seven million 

'horsepower output .is controlled by Hydro Quebec' which _pays 

less than cost price to Newfoundland. · 
' 

. . I"' • f 

,Ttia:"Goose Bay Airbase, built during tpe -latte; J;>,&rt of 
I 

the Seco~d World' War (in 1941), brought ai.~ - transpor·tation 
/' 

and direct communi·cation with the outsWe ·-world to Labrador . 
. ~- . . . . . 

'in the · spac·e of a few . :month~. '· The: impact of this -~.as far-: 
,.. : . ·· . . · ~ . ~~ . . ' ··,. - ~· 

r.eacbing, a.nd · the .. transit_ion from o~e ec9nomy to another ~a.s 
. . . . , ; . . . . . '. ' ·~ . 

not always smo9th a.na->ainl~~s ~or. the ' inhabitan~~,f of ~en- .·_· 

tral · Labrador.·· ·.North ·we~t· .. River: ·.settlers remembe'~ .th~'. t-r·a~ · · 
---:--- . . . . . t ~. . . .. 

· sition ·fro~ trappi:ng to·,.wage labour v~vidly • . T~e · decline· i~ · 

trapping had . . left the Sett:fers . in ~espe·rate . ·n~ed of eco,n~mi~ ~ 

se~-~~i ty,· "and ·&h al ternattve' source of . -~ncom'e w~s esse~tial. 
While prospecting employed some of the ·men ~or some .. of· ·the· . 
\ • ' I . • ~ t '-

'time, developnents like ·the Airbase offered reliable full- · 

· tim~ ~mployment ·for. a ~large numbe·r of people. . The 

tion, then, · was -both welcomeq an~ , ·r~gretteCh 

trans!-

How.ever, . 
~ . . . ~ 

except ~or' causing th~ relocati·on of part of · the Settler 
' I I • • · • ' 

popuiation·, work 'on the Airbase and ·Qther·· forms of 4t:Onstruc- · 
. .., ''· ·- . '. ... .. . . .. . 

_tion ·and maintenance based. in ·aappy. ·valiey-Go.ose _Bay l\ave 

. ,. :·'·l· 

. ·, .: 
... .. ' ~ 

' ~~ : I 
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' • . 
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' : ~ ·. .. 
,' • ,,·! . . . 
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'.. . • . • ? , • • • • • •• · •• ,' ,· 

not . 'b~en ·. ·as ~ignificant · i~ the developnent of North . ~.est .. · <; 
·Ri'ver ~~cial st'ruc'ture as h~s the _growth. and decline: of ~ t~~~·,·:··,~ 
.International: · Grenfell Associ~tion.34 
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Begun ~- a visit Paid to the Laorador fi~hery J?n 1891 • 

by Pra.nc~J. Bo~ood, : .a.· member of the s::tish Board of 

Trade and of the Council of the Royal,. Nat~on_al · Mi.fUiion to 

Deep · Sea . Pisberllll!!'t the ·International G renf";;-11 ~oc;~atiOn 
as an· ·in;titutio~ 9reW .. to - dom'ei,nate the · life of Central 

. . \ u . 

Labrador ·,for the next eightY ·rears.· Because of his, experi- · 

ep~· a~d success .with the deep sea fishermen in the North 
• . • : 1 . . .~ .. ,.. ... \ • 

se,S, 1 Wllfred GreDfell was given the tas~ of surveying the 
. I ~ 

, • ' I . • • 

' .. nee.d tor .. medical• and spiritual serv,ices among· the· f·isherm~n .... 
. ' . ~ A • • ' ,. , , , 

. : who visited . Lab~ador in · the . suinmer. ·In .1892, he visite'd fn .. 
. . . . ~ . . . .. . "-.. . . . . _ .. 

·. · ·the · capacity · of. a Royal .National . Mission -doctor,· · tr.eatirig 
. t . . .. . . • 

• • • . t - • # • 

· 98S . people · in that . season. · ~eturni_ng .. to Engl:and._via st. 
-~oh~' s:· i~ · h·i: -~h~p .the 'Prince Alber·~,·· ·, Grenfell ·met with ·. 

I • 

~ar~ous . St. John's businessmen·. and merchants who encouraged 
,; . 

him to come back tht;t ··next · year· i .n order· to continue with hi.s · . . . . 
work~ In return, he-was able ' to elicit their financial sup-

<.-
. -

port for . this ne~ br~Cb· 'of the Royal Mission to 

Sea ·Fishermen, and trnJ bega·~ ~Gre~~ll~··s ~~~~er as 
\ • ' · . 

the 

the guid-
·. .; 

ing light. arid charismatic leader of the -International · Gren-·. . . r .. , ... ' 
£•11 Association·. . 

·, 

. . . ' 

_ · TW~ .hoap~tals were built in La}?rador during the .follow-:-

.· -1ng two y·ears, . with ·.J\Pney raised. fr~ St.· John's .com~ni~s. 
. . ' ' . . . . ' " ' 

. The firs·t of .. these wa~ ~uilt ~n 1893 at . Battle . . Barbour by'· 

; . 

.· 

1.,. 

•" ' .. 
. .. : 
, .. · 

. . -·. 
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in 1894. It:---c~n be seen . by -~he locat;ion,_of these· premise~, 
and ·the mandate of the parent organisation that the Interna-.. 
tiona! Grenfell Associ·ation was primarily concerned with the 

welfar~ of the • floater,. popul.ation, or those attract~d by 

the Labrador fishery. The Mi~_sion• s dearings witfl thL 
< \ 

\Qland and native populatio'ns did not come unt~l later. 'The 
. . . 

English doctor, Harry Paddon, perceived the -need for the 
. -

~resence of a hosp~tal and medical · st~ff thro~ghout the 

whole year, to suppleme~t. the ~i~ited . ca'piJ.cit;f of . the two 
• I . , , 

summer stations. Dur~ng · the wint.er, he move4 inland ·f ·rom 
.... . . '· . ... ' . . : . . 

his summer .base a~ Indi~n Harbour i ·n order to make use 9f . a 
' I ' ' 

facility P.~ovided in Mud L~~e. In 1·9-15, the sm·all· hospital 
.. 

~t Mu~ .Lake was~v·e~ to a cottage h~spi~tal which had been 
·, 

Quilt in North st River. 
·-. 

Grenfell. was an extr~ery charismatic _ character, and 
.... ' 

the Internati·orial Grenfell Associatiqn .! reflec'ts his · pe_r-

~onal~ty in ~i;s -structure and· ·fecruiting patterns .• 
. . ' . . 

art-
-. 

order in the way .. Grenfell perceived his Labrador ~i·ssion ·may 
..... 

be inf.~rred from his acti~~s~e'was_· first an . evangelica.l 

socialist •••• • . (~ennedy -1985 z 13) • 'l . . '• Grenfell did not, how~ 

ever, describe his calling to Labrador as at ·all altruistic1 
· .. . . , 

I . 

Some of · my· .older friends .have . thought· that my 
deci.sion to go [_to Labrador] \las· made under strong 
·religious excitement, and · . in response to . some 

.. deep-seated con~ic~ion that material sacrifices or 
physical discomfo_rts . commen<te·d one_ to God. I . 
must, however, disclaim all sudb lofty motives. I 
have~ always bel~eve·d ·that - t~e Good SIUilaritan went 

····across the road to the ·wounded man jus.t becau_se he 
. wanted to. · I do .not believe that · he felt any 

• 
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.,: . . 
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sacrifice or fear in the matter. I~ he did, I 
. knoW very· well that I did not. On the contrary, 
there · is every.thing about sQ.ch a venture to 
attract my type of mind, and making preparatipns 
fo·r the · long voyage . was an unmitigat~d d~light 
(Grenfell 1919:114). t 

• 
But he also· had decisive ideas about the professlon he 'had 

I. • 

chosen. •xt is not given to every member of our profession 

to enjoy the knowledge that he al~ stands between 

helpless and suffering, and death• (Grenfell 19~9:122) • 
. ' 

. ·\ 

the 

Grenfell had a compassion and . admiration . for his 
0 . . 

charge.s . which . did · not disguise .. a paternalistic -outlook, 
c • · ~. ' . 

describing them a~ both •the' vikings of today,• and •merry 

· l'ittle: people• who: 
~ . 

,•. 

~~Wh.il~t : a resourcef~l . and kindly, ha.rdy .and.hos·pit-
. · · ·able · people •• • ._.. [they] ·are. f reaction~·ry · people 

in matters. 'of religion and . education. •'~ .Christians 
of. a . devout · and s~mple faith. · The. supers~itions 
stil·l ·. found among th~ are. · a~ti:ib table .·to the 
remot:ness .of th~ .country from t . current of the 

,.. world s thought •••• (Grenfell, :142) . . , . 
1' ' -

and the Interna~ionAl Grenfell,Association ~eveloped with a · 

. -a~rong _el~ent of paternalism. This preve~ted t:-he Settlers 
. . . . 

from. wrestirig much ·control from - the institutions which 

&~aped their lives for nearly ~eventy years • 

14-t~ough the Royill Nati_onal Mission .to Deep sea Fisher-
. . .J'.. . . 

men tried t9 · ~paintain control _of its fl-edgling .mission in . . . ... -
. -

·Labrador, ·~he Internation~ Grenfell Association · increas-
' . . · ingly came under the s~le jurisdiction of Grenfell. ·. 

I • 

\ .. 

. . .. 

.. .: 

I, 

• • 

·.··· 

'. 

. . · . 
:~1 ' , • ' . 

~~~~< .. · · rinal_ly', after . ~everal . altercations_ . w~th ·his :supe.riors; -- '·"<. 

~;;-~~· : >~ . G.renf~11·! :· l..eft ~~s . position,. i _n tbe_:Roy.al Nati~n~ .Mis~ion in · . · : .. . --~ 
\_"!·.""~:· . •. : ~ . .· • I .·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . : . . . : . --;:;·, 
~i.!( :· -~·· : . . . . .· .... 
:J~::~ .. · . ·::; 

~i;,:;k,&,,J~.:h\<i;~~c.i,;~;X; ~ .. ; h,;,,Liz,!!;< .e~~ 2 ~: ,:: .. : ,;,;•· .•,' .::. ; .. : , .. ;: ~;_.;.; ,;_~;-, ,j ; ·· •. ::/ .• ~·.-;, : ,:,t ~~· :~: ,( ·o~i~~ 
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.;,:~ 

' . -' .. ', 

order to devote his undj~ided ·attention to the Mission in 

.Labrador. · Such was his personal~ty- that he was able to 
:.-.. , 

attract the a~tention and the financial support of - ~any 

" ' 

' .. ' 

··. 

f • • ':' 

wealthy families and concerns on both sides of the Atlantic. 

· ."; 

· . . 

• 

,. 

•: .. 
. . : . . I ~ . 
., ' 

' ·· -· 

c;renfell gradually spent less time as a doctor · and 

spiritu'al guid·e in Labrador· than he did touring in America, 
.. 

Here.,. he, coaxed the __ money ·needed to run canada and.Britain. 
" ~~ 

\ , .I; 

the Mission from ·sympathetic. a.u~iences . ·of wealthy· upper t. 

~ .- . ---
class ~ pe~ple~ "Hospitals, • Grenfell: once'~ said; 

" ' 

run, :we believe, everywher~, · not . by ' government ·d~partm~ntli;~ ' 
. . 

bu~ by phila_nt;hropic b~die~. •. (Grenfeil 19S2all9) . On .his . . . . . ' . 
e) • • • • • • 

. . tours, . Grenfell ·met with the· sons Und · daugh~ers of b.usiness-:-
" . 

mel) and aristocrats, and with yo'un·g people who were ~n· medi-

cal and other vocational training. He made ~ recruits from . , 

these people, a~d a. stea~ s_tream of _v.plun~eers appeared at 

- bhe _ InterJ}ation~l Grertfell Association stations in Labrador 

during the ~ummer. Helping the Grenfell' Mission in Labrador . 
• • 9 • .. ' 

soon became an adven~ure sought by numerous medical student~ 
c . . . . . 

, ' 

and volunteers from America and Britain~ · Fo.r these 

recruits, . the experience· of living in an .. adve~t~rous ·· 

:Lenvironm~nt was pa;amount' among thei_r reasons. _for_"~- in 

Labrador. Although -they . often worked· hard, and to. good . 
0 ~ 

ef~ect, this· transient _population 
' . . created· rifts ·- in the 

' ' 

social .. structures, of the communities W'here·, they _stayed.·· 'lbe 
. . . . - / ' , . ~ 

staff and summer · volunteers of · .the · Inte{national Grerifell . · 

· Association added significantly. , ~o the outsider and 'elite· 

.. 

'· '.' 

• ' t'~ 

' . '·;;' 

• ~ 1,:;·, 

. · ..... : 

. .... . 

..~ ... 

,, ' 

.. 

.. : 

; ,· ·v: 
' ~--· . 

' . ·~ 

I' }: 
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subcultures which were d~veloping · in North West River. . ' . . 
•• , 11 

Grenfell ~so frequently helpe~the people he came into 

direct contact ~ith in Labrador a~d Newfoundland. In one of ,.., 
-

.his autobiographies, he ,lescrtbes · a relationship_ he . main~ · 

. f~ined · _ ~ith a boy he had .found as an orphan, who -later · 

be·came a long-standing employee of ~he· Association. The man 
- . "· -
earned . the title of .• the Mission• s own Admirable Crigbton 

and jack of All ti'ades,. ·-·and his descendants were still 
~ I I I 

' l I " . ~ , .. • ; • 

. ·~empl-oyed ·by · tq.e International Grenfel~ Association _in ~'979. 
. . ! .. ·• .. . .. 

·A family whic~· had fal-!en ':on. bad 

North., west aiver · by G~enfell, 
times in Nain were moved . to 

. .;-'.• . ~- . 
where the father and subs~ -

... . ~~ 

· quently several · ~f ~he .sons·. acciuir~d jobs with -the Iriterna- ·· 

. · . tional . Grenfell. _ Aa-soc.iat~on. . Likewlse, d~scenda~ts of on~ . ' ~ . ... . 
,· . r . . . ·. . .. . .. 

of the 'first -administrators· 'of -the North West ·aiver hospi..;. 
• 4 • • , • • • • • • • " ' • • 

. •, ' :, . . . . , 

~tal;. ·who Cjlm~ 'from' Newfoundlarld, . are · ··still. ~ployed ~s 
' - ~. : .. . .. 

·admin-istrative· staff -- today. · .. 
- . .. .. 

.• ,· 

. - . . ·_ .·-_-_ ~e·. I~_te~nationai Grerifel·l 
( . . 

Association, · then, ·.was .· . · .· . . ~ . . 
. re.sponsibl.e_ 'f~r .- another_ 'infl-ux_· of ·.-p,ple ' . to - ~orth' west ' . 

R-iyer. With the~ excep~~on of _the _: ~ummer vc;>lUnteeLs, , . who . . . . . . . . ~ . . 
were t~eJQ~elves . ove~helmingly froin \upper class families -and .. : • 

.. 0 • • \ 

oft~n had. some ·professionat' _tr~ining~ th!!. • maj~rity __ .. of . ·the 
. ·I . • • . . 

International Grenfell Association ~taff ·. ·arriv.i'ng in ·th:· . .. 
.. r, • . . 

copunity were profession~s. T~eir .. advanced -~-~uc~tioh and. -training, a~~ their posi~~on as administ.r.ators, kepl: them in ~ · 

'a _;-.;itl~n of _81lpU~9rity 'iri the · social ~tr'uct~re 'cif the 

community. As Re~nedy explains ·with . ref~rence · . ~o Grenfell 

. ' . .-
. . 
. ·'~· 

.. 

.. 
; . 

. ,; 

·. 

·.· .· 

.. 

. .. : 

• " 

' I 

~ . \ • Q '· • • 
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staff elsewhere~ 

"International. Grenfell Association WOPs 
[v~lunteers] · and salaried st~ff often sponsored 
activities. whicb ' they might- haVe cal~d social 
developnent. These , l.ncluded '""foundi-ng local 
chapt~rs of boy ~couts · ~nd girl- guides, off-ering 
night classes and hosting ~social evenings.• At 
such -social ev.enings, Grenfell staff advertised 
that they would. be ; "at home• and welcome local 
guests. Visiting Nurse Anna Jones' .description of 
one such evening at Battle .Ha~bour il~ustrates the 
cultural d~stance be~ween the affluent, edueated .. 
and · p~obably -boisterous Grgnfell ·staff artd ·the shy 

.and subdued local popul~ti n. Jones wrttes1 . 
•we.found the people ~ad n , idea of "taking pa~t• · 

·in :· -any .. games~ The fi~_st · half of the evening was . 
spent· by ,. the staf.f' s strenuous and solitary parti­
cip~~i~n in games, such as "Going to Jerus~lem•; 
and and "Tprow the Towel • lo to the si,lent · and 
solemn 'Y astonishmen~ of the audience. After con­
siderable urging and actual ~hoving and pulling a 
small .group were persuaded to ·take part, and to 
our _joy, and proba}::)ly for ·tpe first time in'" !· their 
lives, ·lost themselve~ ·completely with hilarious 
laugh~er ·11:1 the game. • · . . 
Appreciating the diffidence and timidity still 

.. characteri.stic of the local people, I suspect ~he 

.. 

- .~hilarious laughter• Jones triumphantly ·witnessed 
· . was prompted as mu·ch by- ~he riei:vous tension and 
' ·. . soci.U ambiguities of such a staged spectacle as ·\ 

· '"\ by the games themselves.... These accounts pro- . 
""'--.viqe some •insight into the - essentiaJ:ly. colonial · 

· ch~racter · of the Grenfell venture, the well-
intentioned though patronizing perspective of 

.Grenfell staf~ . ~nd t~e ability of Settlers to 
accpmmodate each summer'& · influx of these edu­
catea, energeti~ yet impatient ~epresentatives of 
Gesellschaff. • ( Itennedy· 1985: 21-22) . . . · 

. . : I)· . 
· Grenfell's involvement· in Lab5a_do_r took him beyon~ . the 

p~ovisi.on. of·_- medicai. services _to attempt-s ·~t improving the ... 
# . 

living standa ds of . the local population • . Several · of hia .. 
. · schemes· ·for velopne.nt were successfUl. Be supervise.d the 

• ~ f • .. ' • 

. reintroduct:ion f agriculture (wh'ich had · declined somewhat 

.. · _af·t~r DonJd ~ t~' s depar-~ure) ~Y ~reati~g farm~ ~~d market . 
. \ ' . . . l '-·- . . . . . . . ' 

, ,- . I . ' . . 

, . . 
I . 

·.·· 

-· 

·. 

··~ . 
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gardens~ and the .p_rovision of education through boo~rding 
t 

schools, and . he developed; and foun~ markets for, a local 

· handicraft industry. His attempts to establish co-

ope~atives to lessen the dependence of Settlers upon me~­

chants, to introduce saami reindeer herder·&· with a 'herd 'of 

reindeer in order · to teach animal husbandry to the local 

populati~n, · and to introduce fur farms at ca~twrigbt, ~ere 

no_t so · successful. Despite the enormous effort· involved in 

im~lementing ~any of · these _operations · (bot~ ~~ccessful and _ ~ 
unsufcessful)~ the Settlers never became more tban~ri-

;..pherally involved in the· management ·and control of th~. In . . . . . .. . . ~ . 

,­. ' .. ... 
:' 

. ' 

' : 

. . ·· · 
... ·.,- ' 

' , o 

each c~se, ·. professional-ly trained· and-skilled workers were . ·, ':::~~ 
·brough.t ·in fran . outsi~e to manage·.· the e.xpe~iments·· .. a~d .a~·. · · .:· :·~ 

'• ' (_, ' 

ist·er ._the ._ ,ervices. .·The · .N·e~f~~ndla~d Muse~~·-& : ·19~6. _e~hi~~~ 
t 'ion . of· . Grenf~ll . Handicr .. af~s, eup~~istically _ · en~_itled· 

·· · ·~eiping _oUr~el·ves~ • aptly. · il~uiltr~ted the/ •i!xtriilsic aild 

colonial ••• nature• (Ke~nedy:2) of\ . Grenfell's philanthropic . ,. . 
experiments.;·. The Mission hiz:ed artists and ·craft teachers . 

. :fr9m _outside rt;;_ th~n t _rained .local cra~tsPeople an'd ~pro-
duced designs. for· them_ .to copy • 0 

• • 

·. 

. ' .. · ., 
~-

.• ·· ... .: . ~ . : 
' . ' 

. . . 
: : 

• 'o 

• 0 

-· -.} 

:.:. . . '·'Tile Nort~ West 'River cottage hospit'Al. became .tbe I~te~- . 
,- . - .. ' 

~f~' · natio~a~ Grenf.ell ·Associa~ion• s_ 'medical centre for northern 
,'..' • ~ ' ' • : • • ' "C"'\. : I ' '" • o • ' ' o ' • 

r ··_-_. Labra~orr . i'rtcl_ud_ing ·tile _ ind~ge_nous pop~ations . who· _ ·~;lad · ~ . · --':_': 

; .• fi~st ·. ' been , i-~~ored by. the' Missi_ori • . But tbe acqui s i tiort of .· · :,~ 
~~ • • . b - ... ' ·,, 

/·.<. · · the ~e·r ican.. ·.r·~r-cea • Mel v 111e. aospi tal ~ i ·n · Goose .. -s~y· during . ·. · : · .' .:;;~ 
i' . . ... '· 
:~ ~:··i:. . '• . . ' . . ~ . . . . . ' . . ;-. . 
~;:~: · · . . : ___ the 197~s ~ad · alleviated the . need f~r ·services .from. the·~- ·.~':{ 

~~:.::> : :: ... · • ··,;· ~.· I . . : ~~: 
~~' . . . ,, ., 0: . . .•. ;~_! 
~'-ifl',:!' i t -. • ~. , ' : 1• ' . , . ' ~ ;, .. ~ .. 
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North West River hospital, and a majority of the.. lmmigrant 

Newfoundland population ln' H.appy Valiey-Goose Bay now used 

the Melvil~ospital •• At tbe time it closed in ~3, tho 
hospital was run predominantly ~Y outsipe pro!essional~ and . . 

by ~ew·foundland . ~nd Settler auxiliary staff who served · the 

in9igenous patients • . The paternalism w.itb· which· the Inter- -

n~ional Gren£~11 ~sociation was administered had per­

ccblated down from the . professionals w~o ran the hospital ana 
I . -. 

~ther fa~ilities, to the st~ff, · and the Settlers had- become 

/brokers •35 ·between the Mission• s elite · and ~their patient­

/cli~nts.. A large number of North west· River ·~nhabitimts h~d\. 
f , • • .I 

I become . ~ependent on ·the ,hospi ~al and relate.d. _ _..lnst-~tutions ~ 

for the · prov~sion of jobs by· ·. the ti!Ue the ·. Mission · .w~th~r·ew .· · 

~rom tb:e community • . Ninety jobs .. w~re ·lost ·immedie.tely when . 

the hospital ·closed,· ·and se~erai mor·e were :expected · to ·be ·. · . ,. . . ..... ' . . . 

lo~t during ~he e~suing ·withdr·awal .. ·of ser~·.tces· from ttie com-
. . 

munity. . . 

At its heyday as the base .of the International Grenfell 

Association~ NC)rth . West River · .was a hive of activity, ~ts 
. . 

numbers swelled-with trans·ien~ clients for the se·rvices pro-
. . . ;. . ·. \ - . -;-. . '/ ' . . . 
. vided ·by .schools, boarding homes, and hospital • . The pre~-

. . r ~ . , ' • , I .' A 

ence·. ·of these temporary• inhabitants boosted th.e local ser-: 
, I . . . . . 

. v~c~· economy; \sJ_~h · a~ · gro~er:y s,tore·s .and snack bars~ .· At 

the same time, the .soc.ial. . str-~ctur:e tb~t . . the· International .. 
• ' , ' ... ! ~ ' ~ / r.. ' • ~~~.~ ' • 

G.ren£~11 . _·, Xssociation· brought with .. it inadvertently· crystal~ . 

--

: ·• 
·=- · ' 

.·.· 

•, ': .. . -
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. . . ~-~ 
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' ·. : 
.. . ':· 
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'... ' : :. .. 
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· · <~~ . . 
lised the rift · between outsiders·. and. Settlers : · along · ~he ·,-/~; 

.. ,· . . . . ·~ ~. . . ' . .··.<~ 
·- t- ~'" ·. • . , • · .~ .. ... ~.~~ 
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) J;in~a ·~f skilled 
• 

and unski~led labour. ·' 

I • 

I• 

* * * 
I 

1 . 
Despit.e ·a long history of · European contact, Cent~al 

Labrador has been slow in developing and is stl!! ~parsely 
"'f' 

· popul a~ed. Even so~ it ·bas seen seve~~' changes in economic 

orientation.· A dep~ession in the Newfoundland fishery, ,. 
~ 

caused largely by .. the., disruptiOz:l of seaways during . the 

Napoleonic . a~d . American ·wars, resulted in the transference , 
of sever 

dor. The 

businesse~ fr~· Ne~foundland to Labra­

pi·oneer settlers to ar.tive ·in· Labrador 
.. • . 

from ·. · ~- r~pres6nted the nor bern ·tip . of a ·crest of . \ . . . emigration 

. europe~ : w~i~~ ·. ·w : · p_recipitated ;.by the · agriculturAl · encl~ · . 

. ; .·. . ~~r~s 11nd tbe ,I.~dus trial . aevol uti on llnlt-;w-;;ldt ieacbed Laiir a'-

. ' •, 

.··. 

. . 

,• ·. 

· . . 
.A .. 

. • · "-:"" . 

.. . . 

. .. · . . . · ._.qor .. ,.as a .· re~ult of · the depr~ssion .Din t~e fishery. ·The sub-

·. ·.· sis~·ec~riomy w~icb tba .Pi'~n;er .· se~tiers aeV&loped in 

Labr.ado) made .. • use of ~ several ecolpgical ni·ches . in the 

~-- ... -
r:..·· 

.. ... 
"\.· . ..., ... 

1t:·,~/;. :_ ' 
~- · •' 
' . . 

:~. ;· : .. ,. 
:.i· : .~ . , .. . . 

' ~I ·~ 

., 

' , .. '• . 

·. 
. . . . ~ ·· . ': . . .. :: . 

region, but, with ~· the arri,;a1·· of thit Hudson's ·say company, 

trapping became . . tbEr focal ec~p.omi . _for ,;.,North West River 
' ... ,, . . " ' 

' · 

~.ettle.rs .• : . ·settlement: in . Labrador .· w~s :. encouraged .· QY . the 

Budion • s · · Bay ·company, . a~d .· this resulted in a- substantial 
. . . . . . . ' . . . . .! · .. . 

addition to the ,original .' pioneer ·population· over the .next . , - .. . . ' . . .. . . 
.. 

'hundr.ed· years. tScienti·fic ~xplora~ion ·Qf the Labrador int~ 
' ~ '" • • ' I , ..... • ' ' 

..,.. ~ior · ·aurf~4''"'th~ twe~t~e.th ·century ~paned th~ .way ·for ·mineral · 
Ia. •• • • • 

\ . ·exPloi.t~tion,:,~n~ an airb~se was_ built :&t Goos~ Bay towaias. , 

\ the e~~ .o·f the Seeond.World War. The In~erilitional . Gr..enfel~ . · .. . ~-
, . 

' .. ·. 
. ·.· 

. \ 

Association arrived· on ·the coast of . L_abrador in 18971. ana '· 
.. . ' . .·. ··\ 

•c, . .,_.·. .. ..... , 
~~ --. ~ . ' ' ' , • 
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I , 

began centring its activities in North West Rive.r · iz:i · ,l9l$~ 
\ ' ·, \...._ I ' ' I 

It increasingly influenced the economic .and social life of 
f . 

the communi-ty, especially af.ter the.· Depression brought an 

end to the trapping economy, and caused yet another c~ange 

-in the co~unity•s economic' orientation. 

North w~st River is .again in a ·state of ·flux. 

transition to · a sedentary .life styl'e, which spread . over the 

space of a generation1 has left the younger mem~rs of the 

community · wi:th limittd 'kn~wledg~ of ·t~e bush envi~onment or 

bush · occ~pations. 
. p\. 

The Town Council and the local . devel.op- ~ 
" 

ment corpor~ion_ (Mok~nd Devel~pnent Co~~ration~· ~re pi·a~ . 
nlng, ari4 re.viewlng sugge.~ti~ns for,. ~t~rn,_tiv~ · ec~:nomic ·_ · ~ ­
activities in · the ,region. · E'ell.o~ing . t.he . ~o·r~~tion of · the· 

.. . ·. 
' ~ ~ . 

., . . •'/' 

:·· . 

. ... 
•' 

. ,._ 

. :·. ;r 
·.~ . 

. ·· ..; . 

·. ·.·.· 

• • • -~ . • 1- • \ • • • • •• • • • • • ~ 

Nati ·Associatio.n /of Newfoundland · arid jLab·rador ·in 1974 ; · ·the .. .· · .. -; 

~ndi~en~~s ·_gr~~~s ·l~ Lat)r.ador -have. made · re~arkabl~ J.iti~al · ·: :~:~ 

. . . •: 
'. ' ; 

~ ' ;' . . .. . . . - . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . ·· ~ 

rogress; and Labrador . India~s · n~w have their own . poltti~al · .. · · ·:.·· 
. .··· . . . ... . . . 

. . organisation; · the . . Naskapi-Montagnais · Innu ·. Association . 
. :· . / . . . . . . 

ttlMI.A) ' · through .which they are. negotiating . a land .claims .. 
settlement· with the Federal Government.- The Indiatls of . Cen-.,_.. . . . , ...... 

: tral Labra¢tor: have also peceded f rein·' the municipality , of 
• Nor·ai--·-west . River_, and they formed their ow~ munic-ipal . com-

muni~ of Sheshat~hit in 1979. 

· rrhe groWth of po_litical activity · among 
. .. . . 

precipitated a flurry · of · self-reflective 
• t" ..... ' 

' . 

·. · the ~ocal Notth ·wes.t River ~liticians, who. . - }\ . . 
' I I ', ' 

the Iridian& has 

act-ivities ~ong 
.. . 

~r~. ' attempt~ng ·· . . 

to . strengthen· s~ttler, a~d community, identities~ Settler 

. ~'( 

. ·.: 

. .. 
·. · 

' ' ' ( 
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\ 
perce.ptions o.£ Indian/Settler relations have also bee{' 

··../ . . 

affected·: bY. the desire to _.develop a stronger cultural iden• 
I 

tity •. _ In the ensuing_ discussion, by juxtaposing the percep- "'~ 
L'\ . . . . . ,. - --~ . 

tiolis Settler ' ·have of the.mselves .w.i1:h ;He perCeptions th_ey . . 
' . 

have ;of Indians· z· hope to show how Settlers choose to se1ect 

elements .their past in constructing a unique Settler 
... 

identity_, ~nd aiso to ill·u·strate how complex 

ti ty has become • 
·· .. 

* * * 
... 

. ..- J. ,. 
- ~ 

.... "' 

l • 

... 

Settl.er iden-
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ENDNOTES · . 

~op~s of iht. ledgers ~nd papei's 
kept i~ the Pr~v incial· Archives. 

· .... ' . . 
• .. ' . 

) 

of both companies . are 

2. Thomas .Hicks·on~ s account · of his v.isit first · appeared· in 
the wesleyan Methodist Mogozine ·- 1825, and has since 
been reprinted ·in Arminius··.Younga DJll Dund'red ·Yeora · .QJ! 
Miss,ion ~ .ili .the Wilds .Qf Labrador . (London 1 Arthur 
H. Stockwell, Ltd) 1931 ,. which is the source I hav·e 
used. · · 

3. 

4. 

Keith Matthet.~s :A History .Q.f .th,e · Hut ~ England · ­
Newfoundland Fishery,. unpublished PhD tbesis, Univer­
sity of Oxford 1~68(a) andJ, %he west countri Merchants 
.in NewfoundlAnd, NewfouncUand Historical society Lec-
ture (1-12)· 1968 (b). · 

The e~act meaning of the term ' 'planter• is disputed. ' 
Some accept it to me~n the men whQ populated the fish­
ing stati'ons in .winter, .whereas· other ass\DDe it-. . r.efers 
to the owners ~f ~h~ stations. · However:-, ·planter is ,the 
·ter·m used in docume_rits quoted in Go.sl ing · to describe 
the · men who over-wintered on the coast (see Gosling,. 
191 ") • ; . ' ' 

' J 

5. ·Matthews (1968b) notes that those·· (lnerchants who were 
. among . the first to enter the fishery. were, almost 
exclusively; those who remained ~t · the end. These long 
established and .comparative~y stable family · businesses . 
had also beco111e closel·y related by . intermarriage as · 
well as sharing a common geographical base in the Old . 

_ World. · · · · 

. 6 ~ Possibly such names as Davis, or Davies, and Williams 
' . came out ·a .t this time • . 

. .. 
. ' ·7. For ·example, Mesher comes from Mercier or .Messier, a 

Channel J:slands name probably ·fran st • . Hellier, where 
ve~s.els .called reg~larly. • · · I. .. , . 

8. Ainong these would be the· BJ.akes, Brc;>omtields, · Shep-
. pards, and Groves. '· 

. 9. Book n~be.~ one\ of the Btidson• s -Bay Compaity Journals in 
the collectionJ of papers compiled by P. '1' • . 'McGrat!h and 
housed in- the Public archives, .st. John's~ . 

' ... . . . .. . 

18. ·_ Personal . communication, 198'4. 

11. 
' 

Patrick 
Abbott& 

~ . . ' 

Bailey: · nA . Island ·Series a Orkney - (New~~n 
· David and · . · ~harles) 1971, .Eric . Linklatera 

.. 

,·, . 

-· 

I. 

. ' .~. \ 
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orkneys . And . Shetland·~ ·. an HiStorical, Geographical, 
Sgcial- And Scenic suryey (London: Robert Hale) 1965·, 
and Jobn'Shearer (et al.•): ·~ .Nml Orkney .B.Qg,t (London: · 
Thomas · Nelson and Sons) 1967, all cover recent hi.story 
comprehtmsivelyr but · wi~hout depth. .Ernest Marwick: 
• Journey From Serfdom,' Unpub1 ished manuscript ·(Orkney 
Archives, Kirkwal.l) gives a JDOr~ detailed account; 

Extracts from the Hudson's Bay Company Joutnals for 
North West River and Rigolet: J:834-191B, , compiled by 
Sir Patrick 'McGrath ·for. the Labrador Boundary Dispute, 
and kept in the· Provincial Archives_, st. John's. · 

. -

~Traders were in· c~arge of 
posts, whereas factors were 
several. posts, -which' were 

. traders. .. ... 

. - ' 

one or two neighbouring 
in charge of districts with 
individually run b¥ the 

. 
According to Goidring, the Indians in Rupe~s Lan9- were 
especially_ sensitive . to class di~feren~and o.~ten 
refused to deal with ordinary servants in their trading 
transact ions. · 

. . 
Their position .as spokesmen may ·also ~ave been because ' 
blacksmiths were more often recruited from urban .rathe·r 
than rural areas where they were more 1,. ike~y t~ nave 
had the benefit. of some education. -

16. The strpmness well · is rec·orde~ as-having suppli_ed water 
to .captain cook's vess-els in 17 8B and Frankl in •.s ships. 
in 1845 as .well as the Hudson• s ·aay Company ~hips from 
1678 to 1891. The well was·:-seal.e'd in 1932, long a£ter 
the ships had ceased to visit str.omness .for either men 
or water. · 

17. Clouston says· the' first ship came in ~698, and· ·Goldr ~ng 
ment~ons that the first man was hired in 1791. 

18 • . Nick.s has ca1cuiat·e~ that it cost ~etween 14S.:6S to .buy 
· a smallholding (with the· livestock and other expenses) 

in Orkney at that time, and: 
. ""radesmen were able to save more in a . shorter period 
of time than labourers, and both .could accumulate capi­
_ta1 more rapidly as wage rates . rose in the ear~y 
·nineteenth century. Labourers· in the first two · cohorts 

. • (between before 1791 and ·up to 1804) bad to work for 
eight years before their savings exceeded I6S. Those 
in the third cohort (1884-21). could put· by as much 

· within four years• . Tradesmen ••• from the · first .two 
· cohorts could save . ¢»ver · ·6~ in their first five · years 
and those · in the third cohort as much as tl.BS in the . • 
same period" (p.l21) • 
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. . . 
19 • . In 1799 there were 538 men in ·canada wi-th the Hudson's 

Bay Company, . four out of five were orcadians (Shearer 
et. al; 1967:64). In 1889, approximately 398 out , of 
498 men employed by the Hudson's Bay Compa~~ were . frbm 
Orkney (Nicks 1980: 182) • An estimated 2,·811· · men were 
employeq ,. by Hudson's Say Company around ·1821, ·tiefore 
the amalgamation·· of the Hudson• s Bay Company with,· the 
N.orth West Company · (Goldring 1982:12) by which time 
less than 48% were Orcadian. (Nicks ~988 z182) • 

. .... . 
29. I have used two complementary studies for the following 

infolmation. Nicks' study covers~ the period between 
1798 and .1~21, w~ich is before amalgamation, and con­
centrates on the recruitment of Orkne men -from the ar­
isn of Orpnir. · Go -· r ng a. stu covers t e per od 
between -1821 and 1988, which iQ after· amalgamation, and 
deals with recruitment for Rupert• s Land. . . 

21. · A large prop(>rtion of the recruits were the eldest ·sur-~ 
viving ·sons .. in a family 1 however, younger brothers were 
often ~;ecrui ted several years after· their brothers had 
sig~.~d up.· .· · 

·" .. . 
. .. . 22. The term Canadian, .when used in Hudson's · Bay Company . 

historical documents, refers : to French sgeaking 

\, .. 

. • couriers .du bois,'· who. were recruited ·in Lower Canada. 
' . . 

..23. -categories such as boatbuilder, fisherman and .. mechanic 
were used in this way, allowing fo~ · a change in title 
but not n~cessarily. a chang_e in duties. 

24. Nicks describes three type.s · of rec~ui t: hort-stay of 
8-9· years, .long-stay of 15 years, . and ca eer employee~ 
who stayed for· 27-29 year·s on average. Most workers 
stay for eight or nine years, which is be ween one and 
two contract periods. However~ this patter was esta­
blished· before amalgamation, and may well have been 
different after 1821. 

-25. 

.. 
.... 

Two ·French Canadians who found their way · to the North 
West River post in· the 183'l,s,·· and a .Norwegian recruit 
who ar.rlved in the 18.58s · are poasible'"exa ... mples ·. of the 
Company's recruiting experiments. · ' . . . .. 

'' , 26 •. · Alan co~kea • L'·Independenc~. des Naskapis et le . cari-
bou, •. in · Recherches Alnerindiennea_ .AJJ Quebec vol. IX, 
nos. 1-2, pp.99-1B~, 1979 (reprinted in English bY theQ 
.Centre for Northern Studies, McGill.. University, Mont-
real, Quebec) . . 
Georg Henriksen: Bun.tera in !ha- aarrenss %he NaakAPi QD 
tbe ·Edge ~ ·the White BAD' a . world (St. John'ss Insti­
tute of Soci~ and Economic Research) 1973. · 

.. 
•, 
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27: The term Canadian used here probably re.fers to one-time · · 

North West Company, empl~yees who were recruited from 
Lower canada. .The Canadians filled the role of voy­
agers, . or .mid.dlemen, ... the canoeists on the inland voy-

' ages which were made in order to transport goods and 
me~ betw.een posts. 

28. ·The lis.t of names of employees· at the North West River 
post I f or 

0 

.1836, recorded · in the Hudsop• s B.ay ·company 
- journal. for that y.ear ,. are as foilows: James . . Brownley, · 

John Clouston, William Craigie, James . Delday, Baz'ile 
Dulic, James Jr. -and ·Ignace McKay·,. · Isaac and Gaspard . 
Martin, George, Charles ··-and Al.exander McKenzie, Simon 
Jr. McGillivray, Jean Nolin, Henri and W-illiam Pinet; · 
Wil~iam.. Sinclair, William Sullivan, .Benjamin St. ' 
George,-· .Charles Tranquil, and John Voy. Thermfir~ more . 
than twelve men listed, and more than fou~; of-the names 
could · be classified as Orcadian. · · William and Henri--· 
Pinet . were . mentioned by McGillivray as being Settlers 
who were hired· by . the -Company (probably as common 

. ~abourJ!rs) from the region of Rigolet. . 
• • •• .. -11 

29. ..~homas Biro_• s · business, ' e~tabli~h~d by his . father 
(Joseph) 1~ l81B, ·was -based in Forteau; ·Wh~re he ··w~s 
one of the major traders fo~ _the cod fishery. Groves, 
likewise, proJ;»ably intended . to ·commit h~s efforts 
full~ time to thf! ·fishery. These· men . ~ere more 
interest-ed in the fishery than the fur trade, and had 
poss'ibly ·extended· their activities .. to Hamilton · Inlet 
for a few seasons i _n order to try salmon. fishing. 

i . 
38. Malcolm Maclean was_ involved in a dispute . with . the 

31. 

32. 
' / ' 

• 0 . 

Hudson's ·Bay . Company over ·fishing ·righ1:s at Kenimish 
sometime during the ' l88Bs, in which the Company wanted 
to bar him from .netting the river. As. he was an 
independent Settler by that time, who was ' supplied . by 
the Huc;lson• s Bay Company_ in return for part · of his 
·catch, the Company . had no grouftds on wJlich to . prevent 
him ~r~ fishing at the post • . He retain~d his right ~o 
fish at Kenimisb', where the. McLean family st-ill fishes " 
today.> . . . 

' "' ~ ' \ 
~ohn McLean, quoted in w. s. Wallace: ..IQbn McLeAn I a 
~otes i2f A Twenty-lli,e ~.a Service .in ~ Hudson I a . 
~ Te,ritory (To~ontos The Champlain Society) 1932 • 

. Both .Will. lace an~ Hubbard .' give a.ccounts:, of th~ir jour­
neys through Labrador : ·Mrs. Leonidas Hubbard: A Woman• a. 
HA¥ Through .unknown Labrador · (N~w York:' The . McClure 
. Company) · 19B8~ and Dillon .wallace: Ihe I&x.e . .Qf .the 
L&bra~~r liild. (To:ronto.: ·aodd' r a~~ Stoughton) 1915 ~ 

.. 
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P. ~ith . fas written an acco.U.t o£ tbe development of 
the Lab~ador interio·r .• : Brinco: ~ story ~ Churchill 
Falls (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart) 1975 

• • •• 
34. -: There are numerous sources of. information about the 

35. 

· ... 

Int4!rnational Gr.enfell -Association, both from the point 
of view of the activities it undertook, and from t;'hat 
of the people who undertook the§e activities. Grenfell 
himself was a copious writer, with several autobiogra­
phies and descriptions of his Mission• s place in Labra­
dor society to his name. I have used .Grenfell's auto­
biographies . to· provide an ins'-Aht into· Grenfell's per­
sonality and· the concerns whicn l.ed him to establi~h a 
branch of the Royal Mission to the Deep sea Fishermen 
in Labrador: · . · · . . ' · 
Wilfred ·Thomason Grenfell, A Labrador Dgctor: Autobiog­
rapey 2X Wilfred Thomason Grenfell (Boston and New · 
York: ~-oughton ·Mifflin · Company) 1.919 and, Forty xears 
.E.Q.x · LAbrador · (Bostqn and New York: Houghton Mifflin 
.company) 1932. · · / · . __ _ . ___ _ 
J... ·Lennox, Kerr • s biograP,hY gives detail.s .of · ~renfell' 8 · 

'·life from · a di-fferent· perspective: Wilfred Grenfell a 
Ria Li.f.e llJld WOrks (New York~ Dodd, . Mead and Company) 
1959. • 1 0 

The operatio·ns of the Interna'tional Grenfell Asso'cia­
tion have been selectively documented in the Mission's ' 
journal, ·Among ~ .llUp .. :S.u Fis})ers. · This ·g_ives 

. insight · into. the ·-people who ran the hospitals and nurs­
_ing statio.ns, as well as . describing .. their · activities 
and. reporting on the progress of various· projects. 
Secondary so·urces ·of information · about · the Interna-· 
tiQnal Grenfell Association which h~v~ been used here 
are~ -
John Charies Kennedy: • Community Developnent in Labra~ 
dor: .The Grenfell Experiment, •. unpublished manuscript, 
Memorial · uni'versi ty of Newfoundland 1985. . · 
-and, Janet ·Moores• .· 'The Life and Death of the Gre~ell 
Association in North. West River, L~brador,' unpublished 
underg~aduate paper, Memorial University of Newfound-· 
land; 1985.' ·- ·· - -- · . . ' 
My own experiences as· ~ vol.untary · worker for the Inter-. , 
nation~ Grenfell Association in 197·4-75 and- 1976-77· 
also furnish some of the insights. 

• ' ; 4 .. • 

, I 

The t erm • broke'r' · was first us.ed by Rober.t Paine . ~il his 
essay •A Theory of Patronage and Brokerage• (in :pat'rons 
And Brokers in .the Eastern Arctic, 1976). For a full 
explanatiop .. of the term, .'I refer the reader to this 
.book. I · am using the term to s.ummar-ise the negotiative · 
middleman: posi t;ion, . that the Settlers found · themselves 
in as administrators and providers · of services to other . 
(.indigenous) · groups • 
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-Chapter Three-

GE~RAPBICAL ORIENTATION TO THE COMMUNITY 
• 

* * * 

The aim of this chapter is to give a geographical 

orien~ation to the pistory of settlement in the Lake Me~­

ville area and the development of .North west River as a com-
'· 

muni ty. The geographical 
. · ' I 

shaped ·by the .requirements 
' 

pattern of early settlelnen~ was 
- ' 

of a population 
·,. 

with 
' 

a sub-

· si~tence economy, and the \.'social _ network·s and kin groups 
• . I . . . . . . 

.whi~h ~eveiop~d _did so in conj\uriction with t~ese ' ecological ·.· 
. . , . . - . 

oonstr'aJ.nts. -The chapter. first examine.s.the dfstribution ·Of 
• • •• • • • • - • • • • 0 • • 

~the-· ~~lyLSetti~rs with · rega~Jox ec~lo9ieal . constrai.nts and .. 

how thea . helped to affect ·the . development . of social . net-
.... . . 

works • . se~ondly, the chapter exam~~es .. the s~atial ~rgan.isa-

tion of the prese~t .day cC?~unity .. of Nor.th West ·River, --and 

how this r'efle~t~ both the earlier geographical.' distribution 
p ~ • • 

of the . po·~ulation ·and·. the social structure in ~he community. : 

. ' . 
Initial settlement in Hamilton Inlet was scattered, as 

the 'pattern of . seasonal sub~~·atence ·activities required a 
' . . . . . . . . " . . ·~ . . 

number of home bases ' for each family, . spread . . between .. the . 
• 0 .. . • • 

. . 

co~~t a_nd the ·interior. . All of the h~me bases had ;o be 

. . . 

'· . .. 
•.": 

.. 

. .. ' . 
. . ' .. , 

• ,! 

·, 
.... ·. 

• t . 

. ' · . 

.. . ·" 

~~::: ·.~. . .... e~t~at•~ nea~ the ~ater·; as the major mean~ ·~£ : ·:transporta.- .. .... ·:.: 
t~~ ~ ~ . • . p • . , ' • J • • • • : · r~ 

. . ti'on .was :.along wat~rways .bo~h in summer. _and. in. wi~ter • . · ·The ·. . .·: .,. . 

~},.;·-:-:-.' . . I tyPes :of _. ·subsi~te;~ac~ity. that these pion~er .. set.tlers · · .. 'r 

~{·.·_ , . _. ' \ · were invol.ved Jon also · Cal.led fOr territ.or_i~s_:n: Which to .' :·.:: 
~"il ~ • ' • • · ~ "-
) - . . , \.. ' ·:~ ·~; ·t .... : . • \.:. . . . : . . .. :-•; 
ts~r< ·. · · .~'11 . . ··, · · ~ 
' i.: ',. I ~ • --;): 

·~·~,;:i{i<·i~:~~'''k<!.S~ci;i;,;;, · ~.~,::;!.'.:),:~, ;; i,(,-.Jo :; o ',ir:·;;~,i/i•~:i:,:~~ .~- ~8:~.-:, .•. -;·:·, , '·' , i.~.• '·;\ ;~ :,.\;~L::;. ,\;: ;):'.•.,~,;;,):,; ::,;,(~~J~~l 
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haryest, and so families based themselves at considerable 

di'stancea from one another in order to maintain. areas· of 
\ -

', 

almost exclusive harvesting. Th~s w~s true for both . summer 

fishing', in which one or two ·faxnilies fished from a summer . 

settlement, such as smokey in. Grosswater Bay, and winter · 
' - ~ ,· ' ,. 

trapping, in which trapl'inea led inland from the home base · 

\ of a fami-ly .l A favourite site for a home -base was a small 
I 

river mouth; of whi'c~ there are many al-ong the northe~ri 

ily 

This tlistribution 1 im~ ~.~d~ the oppo_~tuni ty . that any fam- . 
. . . 

. baa ·of _social 'contac~ with other famiii~s, _ and neigh.;. 
' I • ' f ..._ 

bour s, often several miles apart, 'were .·the only inhabi-tants 
• • • • ' I • ' ' • • ~ • ~ • ' I • • 

to be · sought out for soci'al -. visits or help. Some constraint 
' • ~ • .. • .. f 

on the fo-rmation of · social structu·re __ s· was~ _inevitab~e, : and . . . 
the constraint can be seen in several ways. Both genealogi-

cal data and the recorded diaries of these early. ~ettle.ca 

show i · in· different ways, the .effect of geographical distri­

bution ~h ·the development of s·oci~ structures. Whereas the 
' J I .. 

diaries d~scribe how the social act'ivities of tb~ rar~y · .. 

Settlers were often geographically cur·tailed, genealogic-al· • 
. . . , . . .. ·. . . ...... ., 

data is evi(lence of the limiting eff~ct Qf geographical dia-· 
,· . ~ - / . 

tribu~ion, and ·a numerically _ small population, ·on th~ f~rma-

tion of kin groups. .·. ~ ' . . 
... . i ' 

\ ' 

aa · 

' . 
( 

I , • 

·. 

. -

Ari l~~rtant .socia1 · act~vity was that of. -v.isiting, . . . ,r 
' . ' 

Lydia Campbell' describes in ·her . di'iirys .· 
. ·I - " 
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Since I . last wrote ' in thi~ book I have be~n what 
the people calls cruising about hea'r (sic).. I 
J¥1ve been visiting · some of my •friends all' though · 
scattered fa~; apart, with .my snow-shoes and a·xe on 

·my shoUlders.- .. Th~' pearest house "to this place is 
'bou~ five miles up a.beautiful r~ver, and then 
through the woods, what the French calls a 
ec?rtage •• ~.it is what I calls pretty. Many is the 
time that I have been going with dogs and 
komatik •• ·.up to North ~est River to tht Hon. 
Donald A. Smith and family to . keep ·New Ye~ or 

•Easter •••• I have visited last month, oq my way up 
to Sebaskachu, a mountain ··near by, up .to · see my 
dear olc:T ~ister, Hann_a~ Meshlin,. ~~·.My ~usband ~nd 
me .. went. up to· see hi~ (Hannah's husband) , or them. 
Was .not they glad to see the oldest couple in t~e 
bay bes-ides themselves. we driving with two dogs 

. ·and komatik, that was. ten miles from them. 
· (Lydia Campbell .1894:14-15). 

Settlers showed gre~t hospitality to:those who. visited on 

. . their way around .the bay, and ~!siting i~ itse~f was treated 

• 

0 

' ' ~· : 

as a festive event. The ~i_me e:x:pehditure t)}at visi.~ing · . . 
entailed both made visiting a ' valued activity and 'l ·imited 

the number . Of people tt? -·Wh~m _v~si,ts COUld · ea'sily be paid. 
-~ 

The term •cruising' is still in use today to describe-a · 
' ,, 

lo_osely ·struct~~ed for~ -~f visiti~9112 SeverAl such visits 

· a~e carried ou.t ,consecutively, owith some .fctful· of refr~shm~nt 
,. I 

given a't most stops (al thou'"gh the nature . of . this is .related. . . . ... 
.· 

to the time ~of day it ·happens to be). •cruising' has both 
' : . 

• ' I • . 

. · ·· seascSnal and more r_egular aspects to it. Cruising_ w·as most 

.. 

.frequently do~e on .Sundays. Since subsistence work and com~­

merce were religiously prohibited o~ that day, sunday after-
A ' . .. . 

noons were fairly regular~y spent visiting neighbours· around 
. ' 

the· bay-s in any parti~cular" locality • . The d~spersed members 

of family . groups, d'ivid~d ·up thro.ugh marriage and the need '· 

t1) space themselves at. A .distance f~r : harvesting purposes, . ' ,, 
ttl' .. 

1 I • ' ' 

. \ 

• 0 

.. '· 
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' I ' • 

·' { 
· ' . f 

• ' 
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- often gath~r~d .at · their ·parental home ·on Sundays and for. 
. I . 

oth6r, more seasonal, celebrations. 
l ' ' . 

I 
1 • 

. The;e.wei:e also qccasions when ·more widely dispersed-
. • •' r' 

Settlers - coul'd meet ·in larger groups.· . ~ettle~s . often 
.. . 

' ·.- . 

encountered on.e anothe~ . _in ~heir movements ' whe~ . the ' ch.nge . 

. ·. fr.om one . ~yp~ of seasonal activity .to . ~·notlfer involved ·moJ- . ' 
. ' ' . .. 

.iqg b~tw~en oa&e_s, as ,they we~e ~sual-iy .. t~~yel~~ng : in> the· 

same dir·ection. At su~h ·times it was _pc)ssib~e to arrange to 

travel · in the company of · other· Settlers. Moving . . from the 
"' coastal 

. . 
region . . to the interior or vice v.ersa :would invq1ve 

i 
trading the season's catch, and, with the establishment · c>f .. · 

. . ' · . ·. 
th~ a'uds6~ Bay Com.pany post at Nor~h West River, seasdnal 

·visits to the post to sell and buy goodS ~rovided . the o~por~ 
tunity for _get-togethers~ The st_aff /and factor of the 

Hudson• s Bay Company often planned to enter~ain Settlers . _on · 

. ' · · ·.· . , 

' ' 
' 

' ' I 

.& ' I ~ 

· certain seasonaJ. occztsion~ s~cb · as'·Chr_istmas, _ or the ~~d-·· of . , ' . ~ 

~ . • ~ . •O 

the _trapping or· fishing · seasons.. Exc~pt fctr these seasonal 
/ . . ' . . ' . 

· .. 

occasi~ns for_ so_ciaJ.izing,· most· · set~lers ~er~ rest-ricted in 
•' . . ..... 

their visiting~ .. ., 

Early genealogic·al data, (family trees, birth · and . mar- .. 
-~ .. 

... ri-age ? record~) show' that . geographical location f~equeritly_ ~ · . . · 

'circumscribed the formation 9£. ~~\q · ~el~tionships. The pat-' . . ~- · tern of . inheritance· customar-ily practi~ed by · the Settlers in 
~. " 

Labrador was ultimogeniture," in wbic" the youngest son, who ' . 

was psually the l'ast_ ·son to .~ema;n . at hom~, · b;~am~ the'J,eir 

· and was exp~cted to look after his aging parenta when be · · 
·~ ".·. ·. . ·: ... '\ ' . ' 

.• , 

- . ' 
)' . . 

\ . 
. : 

' 
> • I 

. . '. . 
' ·•• I, ' I I ... ·. . . . \\ ', 

•• r ' \ • · .• ~ ',· l ' ~· . .... · .~ '! • • ~ ' 
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·_inherited th·e ~ome, traplines and 
' 

f~shing berths. This . 
practi_s«) _meant that at least a part of the same family had 

. •, . , I ,. . •. . 

; been a_, o~iated w"ith a particular location-over many genera- . 
. . • ' .... c .. • 

tionsl t that each family · ba~ also divided · and moved to 

wJih ;each gene_ration, ~bus forming a pattern 

of .family lin~s and e~tensions along . the_ ~~ke shore. ~lig~.:..· 
ble .. marriage · partners were ' limited ·.- to a sm~l,· scattered. 

\ 

polfla~i~n, __ w~~r.e ~9v~e~t "\las constrained ~Y ti~e~ distance 

• 

· and ·a r~gged envir_onmen~, ·and sd liaisons between . ne_ighbour­

~_ng families ~o~ten developed_. into kin-b~sed sociaJ. - grQups. 
' ' . 

'l'he associ1ation of particul.ar families with particular loca-
. . \ . . . 

;, 
tiona is recorded in the· many - smal+ .graveyards scattered 

· aldng · ~he shore of Lake Melville, where a preponderance of .. 
one or · two fari~~ ~ames_ suggests t~at_ the site was the home· 

of one particular ·family. ~day many settlers keep .a cabin. 

at t~a ~ita t; tha~r fain~ly' ~ O~igirial h~ wli~r~. they fre­

quently _ spend weekenc:ls-or longer holidays during ·.which tJley 
. 

. bunt and trap. 
• . . 

\ 
Increased dev~lo~ent in the region~ whi~ culminated 

. I 

with the ·arrival of _the Airbase at Goose Bay, gra~ually 

~rought about c~~tralisation and .when settlement. in "the Lake 

Melville · · region ·· became cctntral.ised·, · the . social pat.terns 

which had developed earlier wer·e, to , . some extent, tran~ 

splanted into the commtinity of Nort~ _.)lest River. ~he. degr_ee 
' . 

to which these early social . and ki'n-based groups are 

re~t in tbe social structuring of North weal River today 

\ • 
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will be examined b~low • 
·.· .. 

Th~ltown ~f North. West River is built on a .. aeries of 

sand sp~ts, f~rmed by moraines whic~diviae Lake Melville . . . . , ~ . ,. . { 

.. 
' 

' ' . "' . . ~ 

from. Grand L'ake and ~he inland· ·rivet· .&Ystem of the. Naskapi; . 'l 

I,~· 

. ': 
.:·· 

r'· 

.. 

.. \ 

~ . 
.. 

. --; , .. 

\, 

\ . 

··-

' 

I, 

' 
. t . 

. . .. " .. . 
Susan and Beaver river.s. Each mor~ine ·.is b~ea·ched ~y · _ the 

I. 

: - ~orth west Riv.~r .3 . The fi_r~t breach forms 
. " . . : 

the· 
. • . 

'Rapids • .. · at · · . . 

j ~be' b.!gi.nnb.g .o£. Little Lake, ~nd tb~ aeC_ond .brlilicb ~auaea .• .' . _ · 

constriction in the river; . cal'i~d the ' _N_arrows, ' ·wber._ ·. the · 
' town of' North West River is situated. ., 

North west River· gradually became a settlement as fami-
'" . . 

_.lies moved_· there. to make bet.ter use of t~e: facil.!tiea· 
. . . ... 

. . .... ; \ ' . . 
afforded by: the. Huds_on's·. Bay Company post, and later~ by · the · · . . . 

International Grenfell Association • . As · we .. have seen# North ·. ... . . 

west· R~~-e~ ~i~st -b~came the · re-gional centre for the ·fur .... , . 
- . ; . . . . /} 

trade·,. and later .the administrative -and .service . centra for . 
. . . . . . r ' . . . J ' • " 

the Ihternational Grenfell Asso'ciatio·n. The Budso~' s · Ba~ ..... . . ,. ·. . . 
COmpany post at Rigo~et (t~e neig~bour~ng communi_ty to · tha : 

. ~ . ., 

eas-t) and Dicky's Lumber J:ompany at Mud Lake (the neighbour-:- .· o · 

. ' .. ~ 
·- ing Settler comm~ity to the sou.t~) ·had also attracted fami-• , . . 

lies ·fr~ around the Inlet~ Most people, ·. h_owever,· moved _ ... 
·from their . isolated liome~ t~ _find work ~ben Goo:~e · Ba~ ~iJ;.;. 

base was constructed. Each of these ppases of development 
... t ' • . . ~ 

I 

·(Hudson's Bay · comp~nY, Int;e.rnat·ion~ qrenfell Aaaociationl . ' 
I 

.. . . I · ~' .. ' . . . . ' . . . . •·· 

and Go'ose-·Bay · Air'base) , besides . cau.-ing ·centralisation,· alao 
• • w • • • ' • • • • 

· attr~ot.e.d new~ers• .- · · - · . . · 

,• 

,, 
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. . . 
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...___· The town of· North west River ~s divided into a series 

of· sections (see Map 3: · Residential .Areas in North West 
. . . 

'River) whic~, ~~o some ext~nt, · mi'rror the e~.rlier . distribu:-
. . . ~ . " ., .. . . . • 

tion of· the inhabitants along · the .shores. of .Hamilton Inlet. : .. 
water was st~il. the·. focus of th·e settlers' basically sub-

.. . 
sistence. economy, and. 'formed the ' main means of· _ t~~vel,' by ' 

boat in the sWIIIJler ··and by l'ce ~n the _winter. P~r. these rea-
1 , .: f I ' • ' 

sons, early ~ettlement ·in· Nor~h west River occurred .along . . . . 
. . . . . . ' . ....... . "- ,. ' 

the sh~reline. · Th~· Hudson's B~y Company bUil~ its post at 
. · . 

the Narrows · and from . ·thi~ ·point the town is tiiy!_d~d into 
. . . . 

1 Upalong 1 , which is. the· par~ of · ~he shore going upstream 

from . the post~ --and . ' DOwnalong ~ , which ·is the· · part 'of . the 

shore going down$tre~ .~rom ~he. post·. oo~nalong is a term ,. 
·.,_ used to differ.entiate th~ rest of '·the town from · tJpal~ng, but 

·' 

.. . is itself divided . up · into a number of sections. The 
... .. . 

'·Beach' ·the 'Eskimo End' and 'Baikie's Point' are all .. con:. · I • · o I 1 

sid~red to be · ~rt of ··<l)ownalong. •: .In . addition, th·e· : .term 
·,1 ' 

· · ·.· • g,~wnaiong' ~an also refer . ~ore 'speci:fically to the· str .~tch 
. . . . . 

. ~ . .' .· · 'of. road (or r~~er bank) _which ; run~ . directly . ,~ehirid. th~ 

· ·.. Hudson • ts ·.· Bay, .. company buildings, between. ~he point where the 
: \ . . ·;, .. .. . ~ - ' . " . 

. . . .·· .bridg~ ._has -~~~,~onst;ru~ted a~d • Baikie' s Point. • · _. ~ 
.· : .... . ·. . 

·" . .. J 

.. . The east.· end ·of the .town .. faces east along tbe length of 
.. . . . 

~ake .Melville.. . T~is .part of t~~n; known. as ·.~be Beach, .· 

ia an 'extenaio·n of the •Lake Melville · shore and terminate's .. at · 
: • ! .. • • • .. • • 

· · · a ·point in .the sand spit CJ'l~ed P~wderhouse Point, ~r more · 

.recently, Baik~e• a Point, because 'that ·is where ·most · membe:~s . . ' .. 

• • •. !' p~ ..__ ~ Y7..r: 
, .. , , .\:-

. ... 
.· 

_'I • ', 
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.. 

of t~e Baiki.e f~ily live • . Along this .s~~~tch of tho shore 
. \ . . .. 

there are Settlers who once .lived around· the·· . northtt.rn edge . . . . . . 

of Lake Mel_ville, b~tweel) · the·· present . site of North ·-west . . . . . . 
River and · the town . of Rigolet.· . The · Gro~es, Campbell&, 

Cha.ul.k~, Whites and ~aikies ~! - _ lived ·at river .mouths . such · . . . .. . . 

as Sebask~sh~; · N~rth · We~t .Isl.ands, ·Mulligan, . Pearl River, 
' ' • "'' ' • I • • • ,. 

and at a smali 9ove ~called Lowlands- (see ·Map 2) .• . 
) . 

• ' 

The • Eskimo End' of· town was built in '1959 ·to ·_house · 

five Inuit · families who. were: being resettled· f. rom -Hebron, 
' . . '.· ' . ~ 

Nutak and Sagalek _1n the no_rth. It ·1 ies · be~ind ~e· B~ach ,. ' 

area, and terminates ··at a · small Mor.~vian church building·, . . 
erected to serve . . the new inhabitants. • 0 

'l 

Alorig the south-facing-edge of .the sand spit, between 

Powderbouse . Point . and · ·the NarrOws, there ··are families. who 
• • 4 . .. • ... • 

had ·o~.iginally settled across Lake Melville on the so.uthern ·. 
· '.~0 0 " . • · .. . ,, F .•'. 0 .• 

shore of the lake, at l>laces like ' Kenim.is~ and Kenamu, where 

they ra~· · the .sa.imoif fishery _for the Hudson• s -~ay company • . · 
. ' . . . 

Upstream from · the Hudson•s ··say company· Pc>st theta.,.. are 
. . . . ·. ' 

families -~ho llad 'trappe'd t'rom river mouths ·.flowing ' lnt;~) the . I - . . • . . . . . . . . .. ... 
HAD\iiton, R.iye~ - o_r on one o~ t~e Grand _Lake: rivers. Of ·these . 

. ' . ' . 

f~ilies, · t~e . Bla~es .. · a_n_d ~ t'be .. Mont~g,uea bad· had houses . o~ 
either side of the Rapi'ds, and · tbe M~cbelin family bad · 

trapped . from 'i'r~verspiJfe', on.:tbe BA:JDil~on Riyer . system (see 

. ~ · ~ 

' .. I' 

. . ' ' ~ ~ 

~ ' 

. : : .. · 

. • 

I '• o o 

' 
: . 4 '' 
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irbe ·centre of the town·· grew around the site ·of the old 

· Hu~son• s ·say company post·. This . is wnere tht new Hudson~s 

··Bay· Company. store .is built, the . 'oid · p~st · buildings · be~ng 
·: , . . . . ; 

' • .,_ ' I • 

· _mainta-ined · for . storage and warehousing·. . The . store m~:nager :· 
' a o o • ' o : o o ' o o ' .. " ' I • : ' 

lives on an adjacent plot; of land. · . . The. International . (;re~- · 
. . . •. . :~ . 

·fell Association . acquire4 l ·and next· to the Hudsoni a·· Bay· coin.;. 
' ,, . . ' ' . . ' ' ' ' ' . . . .. . 

· 'pany area for its hospital • .' · :. -Extensions .were· periodically · 
' ' , ,' ', ' • ' ' • I • 4 • ' t' •• ' • ~ ' 

'add.ed to the original . hospital .struct,ure, arid n~w facilit;ies 
. . .. . . . . '. 

. .. ·were built on the plot of · la~d that was used -by the Interna-. ' . . . . . . 

tional Grenfell Associ,-tion·; . The Miss!on • s · a~tivities, . . .. . ...... 

including childr·~·n• s homes ·and· hous~ng for hospital staff, · 
. - . 

took _up a la~ge area. i·n the centJ;e · of the town. Now, since 
. . . . . 
1:he clo_sure of the hospital in 1983 ," u ~hese · buildings are ·. . . . ~.. . . . 

: gradually . . com.ing under the- j urisdictio~" of . the town council 

· for comliluni tl'. use. :. , : · . . r · . . ' . . 
. . 

~and grants were issued to priv~te indivi~~als in 1950 . , 
1 .,. • • 

by the Department of c.r~wn :Lands, ~fter the Air~ase -¥s · ·. 

. built. at Happy Vall~y-Go~~e Bay. , : ·L~nq . was _grant.ed t-
. 

. S~ttlers who were· already _O(;:CUpy.ing it~. These early granti:f 
' . . 

·were sizeable enough to ·subdivide when the ·children 

;, ·. ~ccupiers .for~ed . independilft. . · ho~sebolds, . and :the. sons ;nd . 

of .the 

/. .. · . . . . 

daughters of the original aWne·r were· often given a ·aect.ion 
' .. . ' 

of ·the -land -for their own . use in buildi~g a house. In other 

. case'S, .families .w.ho ·were 
' . linked through marr-iage 'often 

a bared land • All the land around· t~e s~ore edge was taken ~ 

\ ': :0 ' : ~: 

... 

I '. 

early in t~is ~riod,. , and ·since then· has only · swapped . hands . . ' . ,, 
\ 

,. 

~::J . . : ·.· . . 4' ' 

~I .' 1 

I' 

" 
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through kj.n · -gr~_ups_ .· In 'this .way, the original land _grants. 

were broke~ up ·fnto smaller hoid~ngs, . and the social" . group . 
. . 

· .. . living on eac~ land grant w·as . ~in-ba·sed (se~ ·Map 3). 
.. ·. 

•. 0 ' 

. . 
In SUJI!, _·_the . disp~rs.ed settlement pattern· is repea~ed . o·n·· . 

. . . . . 
several,-. levels in the 'community. of . North West ·Riv·er. Not· . ·. 

olil.y do . th~ s~ctions. 0~ ' ;town ~ir ror a~ ear~i~r _ .... geograppical. _. .. 
. . . , ' ·: . ' ' ' 

dlstributic;n, ._''bub' -wi'thin each section, . ·th~ •alreadY ea~a~ ,· . 
• •• • ' # • " • ' • • • • .. 

.• ' *' . • " . 
blisbed kin~based . groups are perpetuated. 'To begin "with·, . 

. ..... . ........ . 
·tamilies ·-moved:._ from . a·catter~d ·. settlements ~o particular 

areas of ·th~ -'town, s~ that the- .se~tions .of the town roughly 
.. ·' . . \ / .· . . . . . . 

correspond ~o . an." ea.rlier s~ttered settiement pattern. Fam-
ilies . wh~ - -~~~~-~-- -~eighpour s. ~hen ~hey iived · ~spread along the 

' . . .; . . 
•,o I 

·-shores ·of Hamilton Inlet are still neighbours- in-town. Each 

se.ct_ioll of 'town, then~ .is 'r'nh~bite·q :· ,_by families. ·fro~ -the·: 

same . ·part ·-~~- the Inlet, who have ala~ .become linked . through 
0 • • • 

prefer.~nt~al ~arriage. The ae,cti,ons in town· reprea~ri~ 'kin-
•• ' ' ' • I ' .. o ' ' • • 1 ' 0 o o ~ 

based ·. groups. · . And the subdivision of land .grants .. _amongat 
. . . ' l . . . 

f.~ily memb~rs a·ubseque_nt _. to the,ir · settlement ·has ·per-, . . . . I . ~.. . ., ' 

: petuated· this . pattern._ · 
' I , ' ' • •, ·.. . · ... 

0 

The physical dimensions :of the town· have . helped to 'per-
r . . . . • . . 

pet~ate :. ·a · segr~gation. bet_Ween -the. sec~i_9n~.. A plan of ·. the 
' ( ~ ' • o I ' ', o' .' o • ,' .. \ o I 

·_ town (a;tee. Map 3) shows ·that ·:each·_ section is 'built · olong a 

·pathway. whi.~h' le~ds 
. ' . ·' 

to· ~he . c~ntral ·.~rea, where the :store, 
• 

·.·. 

.clinic ~nd bridge ·are situated. I 'i\ · ·the norm~ · cour•e of · 
. ..._ • . . . • . • . • • • . 0 • 

events there. is little reason to go from one part of town to 

. an~ther unles,a it .. is apeC1Ucaiiy. l:p l~a~t '.~~~iend~. ~~ . 
I : . . . 

I 
\ ' .. 
~ .. 

.,r • t,:. 
. 

' ' I ' 
. ' , .. 

·"· '.' ·. 'l • ' •\ -'' ' ' 

_:::-: -: ~-.. _.!: i ,:.).:i;;_::::;·:.~ ·',;/,-_..tV,.:::: ·:::<-.. >·: .. ,::· .. ·. , ;·:·· ,.,_ ~ ·. 
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variou's section£{ of. town resemble street communities~ • ·A 

• memb~r: o~ one s.l:l~h. co~unit)' may not know the place of 

. :- r.~~~den~e . . ,.oi. ~oin~~~e .· from ·.another_ pa.rt. of .t.own, or be . a~re' 
of' housi~g developmeilts . at .tbe other ·end ·of town. Friends . '} . . . . . . 

may .be visi'ted in othe~ parts 0~ t~n, but·'! for . various .·rea-

·. sons which will· be. expl~red later~ . fr-iendships .·· have ·.always 
. . .i . • . • . 

,_ had a . tendency t.o develop . in relation . to';already . esta-

blished ~ k·~qship and geographical patterns, and since the 
• '* .' ' .. . " 'I . I. t • t , , • . 

families . of · fri~nds have · been likely tQ live in _the same 

. _part of ~own _as 'e f~ie~ds,_ there has seldom been reason to 

visit · other pa:ts. The geog~~hical a·nd soci_al division is ··· 

par_tic~larly marked with regard to Upalong and Dow~al·ong. 

U~along li~s upstream . ~f . the centre of town, whereas the 

rest of town ·is downstream of the centre, andr . as· · I have . . . ' \. . . ·, 

said, thJre ·have: been ·few ·kinship. i fn~s e~~a~l isbed be.tw~en 
·community members 1 iYing in these ·-.two ·sections of toWn. 4 It 

' • "' • • • 0 

h~s h often been. the' case ~hat . ttio~e who. "marry out .· of od~ .. 'area 
~ . ~ 

into . another have lost clos~ contact wi~h the k~.n t~ey hav~e 

left behind. ·..-

New.comersS are . a recurrent · feature . of • Hamilton . Inlet 

. li~e, they have at.rived (and ~re ··still .ard.ving) at specific. 
' . . ' . ' . . ' . . ~ . . 

• .• ' • • I. . 

·tim·ea ·to fill specific · needs in·. the communlty as the· . iatter · 
' . . . . . . . 

developed. · .. we . have . . s.een · ~hat t .he a·ud~on' sBi:t company 
• I ' ' • 

' • 

. ,, . 

': 

....-- : 

' · br·oughb Orcadians to the area dur.ing . the .. fur trade, · many of · · ., _ · 
·" . ' ...... 

whom stayed on after th~ir contracts were completed. ·Like-

wise, 'the .International Grenf,ll . Assoc,iation . attracted. peo":" 
. . . \ 

. 
' ': : 

~;~~ ;:.. ·. 
. . . . . , , o)o ' I • . . • 
~ ~ ,:. . . . ... " .. 

~~"fL:r.,:t~:,~ i,;; :,; ;•;,;;;; ,: .\ ;, ~, .• , :, . ·. : •. , :· '.;: i;:, .' ·. '' ;.: "; . ~. , , . ;; · • ~ ;,;; ••.. . ~: ;,,, .i., .~~,~,i;."' . • X ·;· .. ~. · :.; •. :: · 0:.: · . , .',. x .' tO'~ 
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ple to the town. The International Grenfell Association 

employed most.of its professional staff. from outside the -

co~unity~ ·· and aithou_gh man:( of these_ spec~uists w.~r.e1 ·only· 
' . ' ' . . ,_ . '• ' / ' 

'of ·families ·.- a~d individuals tempOrary r 'esidents., ' a· number . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . 
,have stayed in th~ commun~ty. . Int'ernation~ Gre·nfell ~so-

,. ' 

ciation employees were d"ften given houlsing on part ','·of . th~ . . . . " .. . 
' ' . 

Assaciation•s . larid . gra~t, and so- have become members of a · · 

town· centre subcommu?ity. 
'• 

How'ever, because of populatiQn pressures, these pat­

, tern~ ~re being disrupted, and conte~porary ~orth w~st River 
. . . , 

resident~ are seeing many changes in ~e community's tradi-· 
. ' ,. 

tional . social .' and ge~graphic.al . patt~rns. The o~iginal land __ · 
. ' . 

g~ants are now fully occupied and childre~ ~or~ in· the thirQ . 
. . . . . 

. , I 

· , : " ,'j . : ,. 

. · .. · 

. ' ' 

' ' 

generation ·after these land grants . were· made are forced to. · · 
• J • 0 • 

look elsewhere for land on which to build· their homes. Land 
' . ~ ' ' 

close to the rest of ~he fa,mily is sought whereve·r possible,·. 
. . ,, . .. . . 

but this· is· i~crea~iri9ly becoming full also. 
' '" 

NOw grants to 

Crown Lands . are made thrO!Jgh the town council, and new~ areas . ." 
' ~ ' - ' ., • • • ' I ' 

, . . . .. . - .. . . 
· are _ b~ing pr.ep~red ~Y the council to meet · ~he request for. 

land grants. The new develo~ent 
' ~ • • , .... I . 

areas~ r.e removed ·from the 

is su-~t~t?le f~r one ·. bou~e shore~ine and the size of a ··.grant 
- . ' 

\ tt • • • 

o~y. This bas rupture-d · the .. kin-bas•d pattern· of the town• a 
' ' ' . . 

geography. These ·a.reas -:-are not ·geographical , exte"sion• . of . 

· the· areas al~eady in.e~istence, and .s~ far,· have. not be~o.m~· . 

".-· 

·. r· 
... I 

... , extensi~~s . ~f k~n . groups.,' ~ither· . .. Identification. wi_tli ~ p~r._ 
. . I ' . , , , ., '/ 

ticular . s.ub-~roups, i~ the community ·has weakened with ~b-• . . . ' ' '·,: 
I I o o o o o ' o ) ' o • • ' 

. . . ' . 
l.;.-' : , I I o , I 

j f ' ' ' ' I ' • I - ~ 

"~.:'• • t I ' ' '·>~: 
,. p. • • • • ~ •• • , ' • • lr iU·1 
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move inshor.e.a · In relation to the· .kin-based sub-communities 

that .. bad . _develOpftd preViOUSly 1 the new residential ar.eas are ' 

, beCOming . I nO mafi 1 S landS. I · 

-
-Some. of the buildiJ:lgs erected by~ the. ·;International 

• < . • • 

off ices an<! a . ·clinic, : but. . others · are .unoccupied. ... The 

. ' Budaqn• 8. Bay · Company - retains . and ' uses the original post. 

buildings, the .st;ore building .and~· house on a plot ·of land 
. J. . ' ... . . 

' 

for the · store manager . and · family. Brfnco (the · British 

New~oundland co.rporation) withdr.ew ~t~ activities from ' the 
- . 

co~unity ~oncurrently with the. ±nternatio~al Grenfell Asso­

ciation, and .it t\as also l~ft buildings ' unoccupied in . the 
, ..... 

. town. The .. constrU:ction, in . 197 9, of. . . the bridge, which 

crosses the river and ente~s town just to the west ., of the 

Bay . Company area, has . curtailed the activities . 

Whic.~ tfere once :_asu~~ciated Wi~h mor.e CQ-Operative methods of 
\\ ,c • • • • • • • • • ·- . ' 

croasin.g the· river (to b~ di_scussed .. further . in Chapter 
' 

. Seven) • \ The slackening . pace has 
' ' . meant · that .there is a. 

. quietness . \ owing . t;o ~~activfty . in th.is once ~busy · central' 
\ .. \\ area. 

·\ 

~ .. _.:.; · ·- Recently t~e ~ town ccsuncil . upgraded the . community• s 
.. ·:.. ,. . ' .. '\, . : ... . . . . . - . 
'·· .. 

-' ·i ·roads froai snowmpbile paths · to wider gravelled· ro_ad' - in 
·~;· ' ~ ' . \ . . ' . 
~::, · · • order to keep · up wittl, the d.evelQpment. of the pav~d road to 
, ·,,• : • ., ~ ' I ' 

( • • • \\' . • \ ' t . • • I • I ', "~ 

{· · . Gooa.e · Bay :an·a the· bridge which give outside .. vehicle!$ accesa 

' ·-

--
: .. 

. ·' 

. ...... 

2\:.:: . \ . . . . ' \ ' ' f .. : ·: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . 1,}, • I . . ~ , "· 

);._:. · .·. · · · to ._the . co~uni,.ty,. In ··~onneo~ion with the upg~ad\ng1., .·• .. they . ;·, 

:;i~:_·:'. · · .~ . :: naaed ·and _'~i~npo_~t~d «1.1 . ~~ ·,the commun~ty' ~s roads· and _paths.· . . ;:{· 

:{J(>' . •. ·' ··'· . . ,. ' ', / J- ., , .. . ~ ' ' • . .' ..:' '; 
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1
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local· ·name' such as Downalong, t-.hese terms are falling gradu-

' . 

ally . into disus~ ~hlle ~he r~d "names- are.· increasi~gly used • . . . 
At- the same time -the town is. spread~ng into . .ne~ly deV'eloped · 

·. . 
reside~tiai area·s which cann~t be ·categorised a., b~longing 

· eithe~· to/QJ2al.ong or ,to D9wnalong. This . difficulty with .· 

categor~~Jng ;;~i.~gs · as mu~h :.f·r~ · the n~tur.e of· 4the social 

groups t6at o~~upy the new areas as it does from a·. geogr~ph-, 
ical pr_oble_m~ and the earlier pattern of social tletworks is 

gradually· being eroded. 
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'ENDNOTES 

1. ,_ Later, . as the traplines ·spread further along · the main 
inland ri~er · sys_tem~," the . . families . spent the. w~nter . at 

· on~ of the developing communities of Mud Lake · or.. Nor.th· 
-West · River whilst the trapper worked from a main cabin 
at tlle '.beginning _ of his fur path. · .. 

• • : • • • t 

2. . It .~efers ·to visit' · paid by groups o~ family .members on 
··· ~· .other families at home. 

' . . ; . . 

3. The North west .:River is · a term sel.dom used, but tef.ers 
. to .. the .. pa'rt of ' . the rive~ system which ' collects ,'the 
above-mentioned - r~v~rs .~~d· feeds them into · Lake Mel~ 
ville. -~ .. 

.4. The estabiishment of kin groups is 
following chapter • . 

. 

. . 
the topic of 

5 • · To be dealt with in detai.l · in the next . chapter • 
. · ' 
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-chapter Four-

- KifB AND -KIN: 
'The ·Analysis _of· Kinship Patterns . 

in North West River and their Effect on 
the .Formation ·of- ·the· Oldtimer-:Newcomer-Outsider 

· Social Character Continuum ' .-, 
0 .. ' . ~~. . ' . 

* ,. * .. . 
'I 

,· . . (' 

I ' 

. 
This ~hapter begins by using .gen~~l~g~·cal . informatio~ 

to exp_~ore the formation of . kin-groups in .·North west·· River, 1 
-

and then goes on t 'o. describe the devel~p111en~ of the 'oldti- ~ 
- . 

mer' social char~cter in- re1a'tion to the social c3haracters 

• of 'newcomer' and . • outsider.! .. 
The social chara~t.er of • '&ldtimer • is built : upon ·_ .the~ 

ab!lity .to trace descent to· the first pioneer·· Settlers '. to 
- . ' -:, I ~ 

ar
1
rive in· Hamilton Inl~t, 

0
and i.s · J*ed . by . . a.ll . memb~rs '\of' 

loh~-established f~i.L ies, regardless of the l)erson• s agr . . t \ - ~ 
The claim of descept from one of the · piohee~ fam~Ldes has 

- ,. 
.. two_ · impl.ic~~ions _.for setti-er identity. F:irst!y, the origi- . 

. a . 

nal 1 E~rop~~n Settl~rs in lf~llto~ Inlet ~arr~e~ .. Inu~t, so to 

claim'· descent thrQugh these famllies implies native status. 
. . j 

Seco.n~y, . the origiluil s-;ttlers repres~nt the beginning of 

- E:~roPean. se.ttlemtmt . hi.toty in the region, so the claim of 
' ·. ~ ., 

I ,• 

.. .. .. 

· .. ·. ·.: -: :_. 
. ·. ; 

' . 

,. .. -~ 
.-

·. . :; .. :~·.:: 
0 '' P:t.: . .' 

l_:-.-; ... · ·; 
. ; · . 

. _-: .. :: 

- ~~, : . 

' ' . . -' . 
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! . ~ 

I 

.. · 
' .. ·: .. ,, 

.. . .. . 
· ... 
r . · -, • . ' 

- . . ' 

".\ \ . -. ~ 

.. \' J - ~ . --

. ' · • .. desc.nt is · also _ a claim superior' . historical a-.sociation ·, 

... . ... j · . w!th \ the.. ~~gi~n. • Th& poli~ica•l us_e o.f supe~io~ b~~~~iical • ' . . . ' 

·. · . .- association· with the r gion is similar to the political· use ; ···.- --

·~:._, : ' . of - • occupation sine{ J time. immemot ial ; usee!~ by: i~cli.~811oua · · · ~ ', 
~;:'· . : \ . i , . popul,ati~n!' 1~ ,the ~1o,~~a8'of , _~lai~~ng l~~U,r:~ tberei!eral _ . ,:; 

·~~-:·-~· . . ' · .c-. ' • J . , ••• .: ••• • ... . , • • • •• ,. ··. • ' • ~ • • • · ~ _. • • • : 

~~~~:.· • , , ·.' • • ~ . . . : : :, , • , . • ·; ~- ' I • • . '\,.. • : : .-'> 
:~~~~ . :' · . . ·: · .. · · , .: : ... .. . . I . ; .. · . :\ ~ . .• . ~ . I . . r.. . .. . . ' ./ ':i 

" 'r , . , , , ' ~ o ' • , • f I I 0 I t , 
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and P~ovinci~ Gove-F,nin~nts. ..The ~ claim., is that a grou~ 1 ~ 
.,:) . . . . . 

·r:i_gh~ .· exercise _ rights an'd ·_ .pri,;.·tl~ges in ·an ·. area grows 
I . 

proporti~ally -~th the· ~ength of time that group can cl~im . . . ---
tO haVe been associated With the area • .. 'l'he ·con_Cept Of I Old- . 

- • - . : • - - - - - • • # • J. - - ?.' . ~ 
timer, 1 tQen, , is ~!_~ar to tbe _ co~cept of abo·rigJ:~. jin the 

• • ........ I' • - ' 

Leyes of the Settlers. India.rui and i:nui t gain pr-ior . . r-ights . . 

through claiming to 
. :..:,.. 

be the abo~iginal de~cendents of· the 

region, 

whereas 

descent 

who have occupied Labrador since 'time immemorial I ' , . 

ind.iv'idual Settlers can gain status· through claiming 
.. . .... .. . -. .. .... ........___ ..._ .- ... -

from on~. of ·the original Europe~n pioneers· in. Hami_l-.. 

~ '--.. ton ,lnle~, and· so are ~stabl is~ed as· · lo~g--l~_rm residents ·in· 
• • 0 - ~· • 

· taorador. ~~us... to · }?e . an • oldtimer' . is .· to claim-. both 
\ 0 

hereditary native stat.~s and.; the. privileges. t-~~t. a~e _assumed .. 
. ... 

to come by.met:~t of ' belng descended .fr9m the . r .ecjlori:1 s ' origi- · 
.. • ... - .. ~ J .... - -.... -

nal pioneers • . • . ·. 1 . 

. ; . . ·-
Although ~here were .. s~veral pioneer Se.ttlers in . Hamil-

· - • ,1 

ton Inlet, most ·oldtimer f~ilies· recognise. a common ances.-
• I '" . , •'" . ,' 

I . . . • . . ·. ,·. 
tor - an Englishman named Ambrose Brooks. This recognition 

. . . • - . • . r .. __ . • 
0 ' 

., · \Can be attributed to: the fact that his daughter, Ly4ia Camp-
• . 

• .'bell (.1980) 1 kept ·a gl ary Of her life With he~ · family . dUr.ing 

. ~ ... •._ .... 

. . • 

""' ·· . . :· 

·' ' :._ 

... 
.· .. 

\ . 

: . ,\ . 

' . ·.\ 
. •.·\ 

. ' :! 

. ··' - . ' 
- - • • :"'· ~:. I 

' \ .. 

. .· •. -· 

• , 1• 

~· ·. ·. ·: 

... '. · 
.:· 

. : ~ :. 

. . \ ,; 

--..__th~ earl~ years of . s~ttlement in · H~ilt~n Inlet. ~~~lica-- ~- • '-
~ ,· . , \ . . . . 

· , , . 
' 

tion· of .the ·diary has ~ade kn~ledge o~ these early years 
' . , . I 

accessible to · ·th.e commu~ity ·and has .focussed. ·att~i:o-h-.... ()!1 . 
Q • • '- : • •• • 

. . ·:· 

the part played by Lyd~~ ·and -he'r ·fluuily during that; peri~d ~:-~~··;:.: 
>- . •. ' ·' -~ 

. of h i story! · 
• ' . • . 

•. --. 
' 

--. . . ..... ~ :. . . ::· : '.· ,, ..... l '. · 
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The absd~;ption . ~f newcomers .has ,always been a face·t of 

~ .. 
the ki~~groups structure ·of the community. Despi.te this 

t 

~sorption,' '·the- · main kin-groups' t 'ended initial'r_y totbe endo­

·gamous .because of· i8~1ation and a limited population, and 

many· of ~~e inhabitants are abl.e to trace descent from . 
Ambr6se ">srooks ·through . some· branch 'of tpeir family. How-

, _!!Ver, Ambro~e Br~oks is sel:dom mentioned ·as an an9estor, and ,, 

descrent is · ' traced · more 
' ' . . 

espec~~Iy·Lydia. He.had three daughters, only two of who~ 

• 

' ... 

survived~ . · Descendants · of th.ese two ,women · ·have formed "". 
. ~- I , , -", 

-~ · s~p~r,ate. clusters . of . kin within ·.the larger . Brooks:-r1i!-atl!~ ... . · ·· 

:.:: ,_ .. _ . kin~~roups · o~~· ·.the . comm~nit·:y! . . and.· th~s~ . rals~:,' tend~d t~ ~e ~~ 
,"'· · - . ._ , • :._ . . . , , , ' . . ..... I . ., , • 

_:·::~·: _-·. · · .·· ·" : .~-~ -·~,__e~hdo~~mo~s-~ = \ ~~o~g _· ~ther· _·t~l~g~, · _t~-~ivi.~i~~- : between . · the . 

·. ·· · '· · · k:tn ,· .of \the .two .daughters is· ·~y~_responsible for · the for- · 
::~·... . . ..~'.-....:.~ . \ I .. '- . . : . ' "/. ' - , . I . - :. 

).-·" · ination .of\ U~?al~nger~.nownaldnger "diff_erenc~f\1· in . the · coilte~- : -:~~ 
I • . . • 'i---........' • • • • • • • • . ' o ' • • • ' • ' 

· · , . porary community..: (s·ee "Chapter: seven) • . Murdock ' gives the · · . . 
. . '-.....:: . ·~ . . . . .. . . . -- . ·- -... ' - . . . . . ..... . . . ~ 

. ~-t~rm ' 'dem_e• . tcS a ~oca!ly,,ertdogamous commun_i.ty.2· .. He points .·• 
; : · .. 
- ~ t . ... - : 

' , . 

. , 

~ ~ . ........ . 
. I • ..... . 
.... . 

.. 

.... . . . . · ..... 
. · .........._. .,) . . 

out that the practice : of ·enqqgamy_ i~J. a tr4nsi-t-ional p~ase . in 

: the . -~~se . of' th~ deme, and . ~ann~b~ perpetuated for . ~ny . 

·"-

' . 
length of time because o.t· problems arfs1·n~ f~om- the' incest 

., tabo9:~ · And ' indeed't'1Daniages · between ·first >-cousins ·arid . . . . ' .. . ' .... . . . 
other closely related · kin · were common in the· com1uunit.y' ~-

. . . . ·-._ 

· ~st~3 ,Mur~cSck~ s · defi~i~ion of de~e- does ·not:- apply p~eeisely 
I • o • ' . • • • '\ 

to 'the si'tu.atio~ .in· North West River· because :he: states ·that .. 
....... . ' 

. ' • ·. 
.. endogamy cannot .be conilidered· .to be ·a pattern· of kinship ·· if 

... _ • • - , ' 'I,' · 1 ' • • , 

......... . . . .. 
"·, .__:it ~.s the .. result· ·Of. · the isoi~tion of a group fro~ other . 

~- .-· ' · gtoups :· . Bowe'ver.; : despite .,·. the/ / f act tha~ endogamy be·gan 

. ·..: 

. ,. 
\ · ~ / 

·· . . . . ~) 

. . 
. \ .. 

-~ .. .......... . v .· ,,/,/ . . ' . .. 
.J, I '- ,, ' • 

~:ir.~ . < . . .. · '· '. ; '·. '·,. _, .. . . . . :· . ~ .·. . ..... . 
~\.~.~-· ... ·.:_i:·.: ... ·.·.· .. ·.·.·.;.<,··.·.: •• ·:.·_·.·-.• ·,~:_: _.,,. ·· ·. ~:_~ •... •· ... ·· .. ·. ~ .. ·_ .:_··.·. · .. · •. : _.... ' . .... " . • ... . .. . .. :· :\ . . ... • " · . . . i . '.. . .· ....... ~~: ~\. ·- . . :.'.-.:····;: ... ::, .. > ..... ,., . ,- ..... ' . ···:. · ... ·,·: '. :· .· · .... ~ -:~~-:· .. ;.- ·. :· ... ;.· .. ·.: .: · .... :·.-:· >. · .... ·::. :· .. :·_·.(.-. :.\.;';{:;,~ 
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, . .:.m ~~J ·-- ~ > 

isolat~on, it -p~rsisted ;1~ H_amil.ton Inlet when ~- - ·~·:· . .'/ 

. , . : ' 

•. ; .. . 

because of 

the population 'was n~ long~r isolated and~when the 
<· 

.. . . ' . 

f.~ilies 
..... 

~ ., , ' .. 
, . . ~ 

I r -· 

• ..__ of Lydia and Hannah divide d. Thus, I f_ound the concept t_o 

..•.. 

I ' 
-......,·· ··- - ~ -- -• ;r ., 
'' . • . . l. : .. 

··. 

• 

.. 
. ,. 

• _ . _ - 4' 

.. . . 
' . 
'. ' . ' ~ ' 

. ·. 

. 0 • 

.. I 

·.. ~ 

. . · 

· ... .. 
. ' 

I 

.. ' . 

. . . . .. "" · 
'~~! • • .., • 

: .. •' ' ' ' . .. ' 

be us\f~r irl ana.lysing genealogical !~ormation folle~te·c:i in·. 

the c?ommuni ty, and -I have used th~ t~rnl. to de$-cr)Be · the · ·· 

kin-g~oups which were form~d by Lydia and h~r sister. ,Hadnal,l:· -
.. . ~ 

' . ' .,, . . . 
Both of Brooks' . . daughters married twice.·'and . produced 

.. ' · 
families wlth. each marriage. Hanna!l, born in 1813, _wa·a. the· 

' ' ' , 
• \. r . 

.Grosswa--~older of the two~ She married William Mes&e~ from 
' " 4 • t 

~ter Bay· ln the ~820s ... Willi·am· s fath$r,- William· Mesfier 
- t. ·. :' 

· .. 

~ ·. -
. ' . - . ~ . 

senior, came o~t t.~ the-.t.~brador~~ast .f_r9m the .. Cha~n_e~ .. . · .. : 

Islan~~ · as a . _.fis.her~aQ-.·4 :He ~-~~r(e't, -~;-Inuk ,. ·ll~d-·:~eti~ed . o~ .... ;. ~ ·. · - ~~-· .;;:·~. 
. . - . . . . ' ' ' ' ' - ' •' ' .. 

th_e c~~st. · · ihe .Meshers .must h~v.e .beEm -~~~temporari~·s ·o~ · - · th·e .: ~- · .. _-::-:_: : . 
' ' . ' •. ' '· . . . . .. · .. ' ' ' ,' .. •' ~ . ' . ' -. . . __ ... . . . . . . : . . . . ... -. -·· ~ -, 

Bro"oks~ I 'W-ill i'am. j uriior 'and a brother: of. h:l:-5, aohn, are both ., .·.: 
. ' .• . .. ~ .· . . . ' . . . : . . .... ,. 

mentioned -as·· 'plante~a·· ·in the· Hudsol\· ·~ - Bay Company·'- . .jo.:i~nal .. . ·. ·· · .. . \:._i~ 

for . North ~e~t ·· Rive·i -(th~~ •call~(l Fo.rt~ smi~~) ... ).~· : ~ 8'36·. ~an-~.· . .-. · .. · , ;: ' 

nah was· fifteen when her fir~t · child, ~ober~, ·.waa b_orn. ·· 
. ' . . . , '~ 

Rob'er't · married, · and raised a · large family- on the co~st,. · ... 
. ' 

f • .... -

Hannah's daughter by that .marriage, Est~~r, married and· set-
' . 

tled in but Cartwright', ~:=emaineci dhildleBs; as did her: · · . . . 
. ' \ ·c.... 

. second so_:n, Ambrose, who was cripp~ed. 
" · ., 

Tne · nuqson~ ~ 
, • ' I ' 

· Bay . compa~;f journal J_Dentions ··the , death of a yo~:~ng boy,_. Peter· 

Mesher',· who rna; aiso. have · been ,~he son of · wil~iam \an~ Han- · 
' . . . 
nah: · There i~·.tnQ. - ~e-c"C;rd .of- William Mesher• s · d~~th~ but Han-

. nalv>I_Oarried ··.!lgiril and had three sons_ • 

.. 
• 

. . . -. 

.. ,. 

' --
' .. . ·:..: 

.... : 

.; 

. ~ ; ~ . 

'. ', : ~-

' ' 
' ' . ' ' 

' \ .'. · 
·.~ , . 1,:-.-. 

' \ ':~.> . . . ~ . 
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' · · ,, 
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Her- second'-husbarid . · w~is a ·French ·"eaiiadiim--called Marcel · . . . . , . .~ 
(or..:.-Me_rsai). Michelin,. who came from· Trois Riv~~res in Que~ . ·: . .. . . r ,. . . . 
i(l ~8~4. Descendants of t.{lei"~ sons stil.l inhabit North West 

··River. Hanna~., s· son·. Peter· Michel in ni~rJiied Rebeccl ·Blake, 

tile· daughter of Lyaia' s - brother-·il\.-law.. (John . Blake); and 

thel~ ·· d·e~~~e_r moved . aw.ay: .. ~.r becam~ absorbe.d inbo 
. .· . . . , . 

... th~ Blake ~amily. ~er seco~d .~oil,_ John, · --m-a~t-~d _tw:c~. :. .~t~-: 

chi~dr~n .. '<>{ . his s~cond marriage . r.~m~,in~d in what i'i.ter 
> 

became · the Michel -in deme, . but both daugh·t~s of · his .first 

; 

.• • . . • . . • .. f' • : _ ' • • . , • 

· · · m~rriage_, became B~~kes _. J~s-~ph, .-_'the ·.:y~~~ge.:t ·· ~9:n., ;a.i~.~ ._ ~a~-·.·:·. 
'· .. '\,·. ~~ r.ie.d _· _t"!ice.~ _Two· d~~-ghte~s s~tvlv.ed .. ~~~t th~:. f_.iz::~~ ~a~-~~age,_· 

\. one· mar.ried John Montague,· an . Orkney man . w·ho.' came to work . for 
,.·. • • • • • • ' • • • • # \ • .. • ·.. • 0 . 

the .audso.n.' . ~ a~i ~o~pany ·in .. -18,7 ~;; : ·_ ~nci"- ~ tli~. - ;.~th~r · . ~~r r.ied t': 
. ~ --- ·. ·. : .. 
•t· :·. • . .. . 

. : . . . . , ~ ..:.: .. . . . . . . . .: . . · ... : . .. ·· ; : ;_, . \ . . . . • . · . 
. John.'"s . :son,- . Robert . Mon~a~ue,. . Joseph Is second marriage pr~, . ,·, .·•' · I ' ' 

:.l;', r,.: ' 
' .. ·• -

--~-~ ·.;. ··. . 

\ . ··, 
~ . . 

\ . 
. -.. '; '. 

:· ,: -. ·. I 
, '· ~ ~ 

: . . 
,. 
; .· :· ... . . 

• • • 

'.,. \ • • ', • -: · , • ' ' : '. • ' • ' • • • • • ~ ~ · , ' : • -· I ' : • : ' ' \\ • .. ' o .~ • • : ' 

. . · du~d ·several sons; . two·. of whom marr ~ed .M,ontagues. . Miche-r_· 

. )ins . ·. and Mo~tagu~·s . ~ave int~rm~r~iJed · freq:~~ntl.~ since th~m, · 
. . . . , " I 

thereby. creating ·the cor'e . of the Michelin- ~me, and descEm- . 

,. da~~s .:· o~ .· ~o.hn ·. ·an_d .. ;os~p~ Mi·~He.lin and J~ ~- Mont~gue .. stil~ 
I : I · -·- · ' 
live in· Upalong~ . ··· . 

_Ambro~e· a roo~~.; ~ younge~~dall~ht~~· Ly~Ua (born in 1818) , 
. . . 

married · -~i~liam Blake, ·th~ ·son of an~her ·· ·pioneer fand.ly, · 

. . . . . . . - :· 
:. : 

· · ·-:-:.:. . ..._ 

• : I .. 

. . 

' • 

, . 

' . . ' 

' · .. . · 
. . .. ... 

. . 
. ·. ·:·· 

. ' 
1 . 

"' . ·' 

. . . ·: . . . . ,. ' -- . . . . . . . . . . { ·- . . 
and her des.cendants .' -belong . to · ~he· Blake ·· deme. · Willi~ .;:~. 

· .1 ; 

·:· · . . ·· . ... . 

' - . 
\ ' ,· 

"'!,-1. 
:,.' ' • l 

.... j:.· . . 

!f<··· .. . -:: : . 
.. ·.~. •. . . ,,, 

. ·. 

Blake·,- ~ ·. father,· ·william senior, ·'artived as .a ·· fisherm.an ~i"ith ... . . . . . . .,. . 

.· , · the .. Slad~' .s: Company, an~ · ·m:ay have come ." from southern·• 
. . . . . . . . . . . ·. . . . . . ' .\ . 

· , . Devonshire, · where the name ·Blake ._ is common. · In :an afficf'avit. 
\ . . . . . . . . . -- · . ' • . . . ~ . ·. . . : .... -- .. l . ' . . 

. for · the · Labrado_r · ·-BO\Jndary · - Disput:e, 5 · Wl.lli•• s grandson 

' 
) 

. ' .. ·., 
. .... 

·.· ' . 
:"-.:.:·"'.:. ·· .. . 
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. . - . . I. . . ' · ' ~ 

married a~d §ettled in Ri<lolet, ~eorge7 and Esther, ·(who ~ay 
< , . 

: . ' t .' • . :~ 

• _have .b,e~n· _husband and ~ife ·rather- than siblings)' · __ but . v~ry_ . ·. 
' 

littl.e William· -~enior. Wiil i~ ·.and h_is known· · :about is .. 
~ . . . . ~ 

brother, John, .'are :both ·m~ntioned ·fn . the .1836 Nerth·· West ·.: . · : · · :_.. ~ . . • .. . . . .·· . . . . .. .. ·... ·. . . , . ." . :I~ ,.J· · 
' . . ' .. , · .•. . ' ' . . . -- . 

Riv.er · Hu¢lson·1 s .' a·ay journal ~ as 1 planters•··;<~he Blake family · . :· ~ . . · .. : 
0 . • ' ', ,.·· · • ' • . • • • • • • ~- - . .. • . • -......____~-.:..-· .. • •. - • • ,, : ' • : 1 · ': 

. . ·· ;Bible .records that .John. married sarah, . an~· t~at ··-they· h~d . · - ~·: . · .• : ·>.: 
·.\', : I .·' ' ' • • ' ,· '..:. ' ,_' ' .' ', • ' ' '' ' ' ' '."• ' · ~ •-,-' ' ', ~-;----~ : .' ' ·· :.: ' I ;,. 
·. · hi4e children .. bet!ween the ·years .· 1832 and' ·1957 •. · Ttleir·<< . ·:· · .. 

· .. ~- . . . ' ,• : . . ·:' ."' ' . . ,- . . . . . . ~ . . ...... ~·. , ' ..... _:~:· :: ·· 
· ... : · ·_dctught~r .. ~ebec;:ca . J!lap:).ed~ ~annan! sllo son '.p-eter. . T~e . . ~i·gihs · o~ . ·: J~ 

.John sl-~td!• s.:·._ ~!i~e; :· s~i:a~~ . ar·~-· ··u~kno~n, ·· bu~ :·ty-~i~~i- me.~t~ons ·. ·. . :._.::~:_ :·::,:~~ 
• • . . . ;,.__ • . • • • ' • • • : . • .. . s .. - • ' . " . . . • ' ·. . . • ~ • " 

.. ·. tttree sisters..;in-law ·iind a .mother~i~~iaw·. in_ .her ··diary, and · . :,. ·· · ..... 
• • . - (I .. . ··.' 

· · __ · __ ·. ___ ._so_~·he~ m~~t · ha~e- -bee.n- -i-1-v-1-ng. ip .the 18308. 'Lydta and w.il; . 1 . 
. \ . ~ . ' . ;·9 0 I' ~ • • 

·. ': . 

• , .. ' .. 
' • 

: . . 
· . . 

;' ... 

: · . . . . ·'-
' . 

; :·, .. · .. 

' 
- , 

liam j 'uni:or had 'severai .. · children, ·but oniy two surv ive.d ·to 

- adulthood·:·. ·S~san . arid~:Thoma~. ·. ·; ~u~an mar'ried· .. ~ Captain . Irving 
· . •. . . . .· . . ~ · · . " ~ · ' : .·· . . - •, ~·:t.=. ·~-:!1 . .... ~)' 1 

and moy~d ~o ·Sept Ile~, where . she died~ _l~~ving .· ~,Pe·• son. ~.nd. 
. . ~ . .. . . . . ··. · .:.~-..... _ .. ·. . . 

her. · husband. .. Thomas ·. lived j:o the,· age ·.of. g·s :···and becam'e a - - - . . •. ...... . . ·. 
' I . . . • . . . , . : .'{·:~· 

. renowned. ~i9UJ;·e in the Inlet, · itlai:,:ying ~ .. fo~~- ··· times.. < These '"!- . 

, . ~ 

. ; 

·. ,., 

· ·£o~~- ·. ~a~ri'ag~~:: · only ~~odu~e~ .f·~tit.· .sur~:1~f~9 ·~ttilaren,~ h~ . . . . :.:,( 
-:_:: v _ • -· · · • · , . · . · · · · . · . . .. · · . •· · · · · · ·. ·· ·. / ·· · · 
-.... •. . .. ·_ ev~r, · a~d ~t ~eems th~~ -a maj~.r~t:t of the. Blakes still ·. liv- -.: · .. - _ ·,--r:~; 

. , . . . . . , ' I • ' . 

. . . ··· ing . _in. aa:milton ' Inlet . must . . be the d~s,cendents of Joh':l,.·_ ·.· I ·;·.:· · .. ~ " 
,· . 
1: .- -, 
·-· ' 
, ',· . 9 

. . ' 

~;_ .. · ...... ... . 
....... ' 

; 'I 

Wil-liam 1 s .bro.ther. 
I 
i ' -

. . I · . ~ .... 
' • . ' . '/· . ' ' ,: ~ 
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i}rdia· .is called 'widow Blake' in the 1845 a~ason•k Bay 

. "company . jotiz;nall by;. · whi~~ tiine- she" had ~lready - remarr.ied. 
• , ' • '¥-"' 

Iter .secondh.~b~ndl . Daniel Ca~pbell I was a,:... cooper 'for th~ 
• ~ 0 • " • . ' . . . . . ~ . ( . . . 

lludso·n • a · Bay ·:· company wh~.,. had c?me out -\:~ :Notth w~st River 
' . 

from· Orkney iri the 184Ss. ':['heir 
' .- , ... . . .. . ·. daugbtez;l Margaret~-- also'\ 

married. a . Hudson's ~ay Coinpany worker called Th.omas Saiki~:'. 

! ' 

I ·.: 
·' ~ : 

.· . ! 

I 
\rl ' . 

' ., 

I . . 
.who ·c~e .from a wealt~y Orkney ~e;tchant :. f~ily.~ . . Of_ the ._ .. 

. . \ . . :- . . . . . . . 

C~pbel~Ji· ' five· SOI)S-~ ._Jo~~ ~~~d Ale~an~er .su~viv~d to arul t-· , . ·. ·:·' . . 

ho~~, and b~th : married and -~ttled on :the · coast : in · ~rder . 't9 .. · · . 
... . .... r . . - ... . . - : " . . . . . . . • .· . . ·. . . .·. . . ., . . 

= .pu_rsue the _fi_sJtery· .• ·_ ·.Most of.·:t :he-.campbells · Jn Labrador· today .· ·.·. · · .. 
' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ~ e • • •: • :•. ' I • • • ' ' • • • '• ' • .... ' ' • • I ' ' • , : 

are in ·cartwr_igh't and v~citiity. ·. Descendants"-of John-. ~nd .. · .. : :• 
wi~l ·~a(i :·al~ke·,- -~~-d~·a :· ~~~ · li~r ·~ -d~u~hter I · ·~r~a~~e-aa!.kie~ .---~o-rm.· · ... 

0 
, ~ ' 

0
' • 0 

0 
1 t , ',' , , • 

0 I ' o , , ' , t 
0 

~ ' , ~ ' ' : 0 ' ,• ',' 

, ·._.the sia~e · .deme,-wt:io.· liv-e in Downaion·g,· . .. Baikiei~: · Po.i~t · .. ·a.nd . · · ··. ···:. 
o ' o oo 0 ' .. 0 I '; I : : o ' : o o ' ' I .' ' • • o ~ oo • ' ' • o ' , • I ' ' : o ' ' ' o I o • • o o ' •~:.: 

.·· _the B~.ach .areas :of North : we~t. :Riv~r. ·· ·. ·. . . . · · · ,._,. 
. . .. . ~ .. . 

. ' t 0 

• ' ' ' • ' I ' -' • , : ' .. • • • ' • • ' • 

: The •family"h.es of ' aiake/ ... B'aikie, ' · Michel'.in ,and Mon-
• ~ • • : .. .. # •• ~ ... ~ • • • • ' • • • • . , • • • • ' ·: • • 

tague· - have · gained iitte~tio~t because ~ .their·preponderance 
• 'V • ... • • • 

. . . 
' . . . . .:~ ~~ -

., . : among_o . . other._. names in i: the. --.commun-J:ty-,;...· . ---~bi'\Jellllcause' . of .· their 

occur rene~ .. in.-' . ·.Lydia· . Campbell-! s . diary·~ .arid . beca'use · of _th~ ·. 
• • ~ • J • ' • • • • • .' I .J • • ' • • • .. . 

' . 
. ... . ' 

. ·tendency . of._ the descenda-nt~ to: have . settled .~n . North · .west . . . • ' . " 

not~ ··how- ·:__. :~ ~ 
. ' . . . . ·. ; .. . . . . . . . . ' 

River _ :~ather · ·. tha~ _. ai'l8ther community. ·. ·The~e . ar_e 
• , , .. I • ..._ • • ., ' • • • • • ,. ' 

• . . J • 

.- ·ever·, t~e .Onl'y names wlti.Ch· f;:O~er Oldtim~r. s·tatus .· 1~ .. · North.'· · .. 
~ . . . . ' . ' . 

.. w.est: · R'iv~r~ . raini~y · :nam~s - such - .as .. · .. aest~ · Grovea, ·oiiverl · · · .: ( . . ·: 

·.shephA:rd · ~nd ~umb~lt ~~so ' c~·itf~r-. the .. ~ta~us. :o~ · old.timer, but · .. : . 
' • . ' . . . ' . . ' ,t: .· . ~ . . . . ·. ', 

. : - ~lth.oug~ they .-... · .8·~~1-i exist >in .o~h~r;_ Lab*ado·r communities, . ---.:::.:· _._ : .. , 

_.:th·eae have . lar'ge_ly ·.been ~oat . th.i:ol:lgh m~r·r iage i~ .. Nor~h . West .. ~- --:--' 
• - - · · ' •• .P • ·~ r ' : , • • : · 

River~ . 1 · ·. ·: 
'it 'ir' • . : ,. ; L . . . . . . 

. . 
::. :...... . . . . . .. 

l~~;l',i;!i;:.:;,, .. , ; . ., ... •.'. :;,, /:.' ~; ~;~:, ,;r ,. :'·.·.~ ·.: , :; 
. : •' ·, 
,, ' 

., . \ .... ; . ,.,~ \::.·> 
·. ·.· . ··. . . . . ,•' . , . ' 

.-., .:-;£,:,.: :·; ·~·.··· ... : ·.-.->·,,,. ,· .;, ·,~ .< ... ... :::·: . >-~-~- ~-~· :.:· ) .·~ . ..-:_.-:,:.: :·~ ~: :: ... ~ ·: .. ;~. :.: ... ~--.. <::.·_.·.::·-;. >_>:· .:_ 
., . 

:}} 
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'l . · o . .. ' . ·/· · .. : • . ·. : . 

·t .. .. . , ·' , . . <. - .· :· '. ·. . ,.t • ~, .· .. ::· 
'/ . . ' - 111 ' :- -: ., . l .. . • ~ - . : ·.' , . • 

~-'··· _, · -< • . ~ . . • • . . ~-· · .. <. 
o • • ,' ' I \ 

In the section above, I haYe outlined. the establishment , · ... . ' 

. ' 

. ~ .. ' . ,. . . -· 

... ' 

.. o , . 

I 

• • • • • 0 ; 

:.~ ·.· . 

I 

• ' • ' I : • • o ' o '•, ••• ' 

of _ ~- ~l~~i-~er families · .in Nort~ w~st Ri:~e~ -~ ·: ~elow, ·x. sh~l 
descr~be how traits from. the· ~xperiences of, o~ti~~rs and , 

oldti.mer families are drawn upon to create· the 'ofdt·imet'· 
0 . • 

,, .. 
. ·, 

· I 

so.cial charact~.r· ·The· , 'oldtimer' social character has .. ,·. --. .. . . . 
developed ·in· · opposition to social' characters. which have 

~ 0 ' "• ' , ' .:.. .I ' -I o C ' ' . : '. ' I o t ~ 
evolved -out· of the · experi~nC?e.s of the pommun~ty's ,peflcomers \ · 

.. · 

'and _outs~dera, arut so.· th~.fouowin· dhCusii~Ji-, co~t;aBts ~he ~ · . · .. . · . . 
0 

. . experience~ o~ .-:~~~ ·la-tter- w'ith tho e . of. the , ~-1 -~t~~r . f~1~~ :; . ·• · _ ... , 

lies',' thus . · traci·n~ . the d~ve:Lo~en_ qf " '·newcomer' and· •out- · '__ , .. · 
. • • . . ', . . . . ·I ,· .··.;,: 

.. .. 

. , , . I I' , , . · . . , . .' r 

sid.er' ·sqcial .·cb(liacters:· also·. ·Quotation mArks are --used . to ! . ;- ~ . ' . . . . · ,· ·' . . '\ . . . .• 

. ·.dif3tlngui·sh .. ':poptal characte'rs .. f'rom .. _ pe:ople •in·. the e~"u.ing j_ ... . . · ·, ·.-.. ::.-
• ., '\ •• ' · • , . ~- :·1 .· ... -:. . . .· • - • .. . . ~ . ./ . . • • ·. ~-. . \ ': 1' \ .. . ' :·: ..... :. 

discpssion• _·_. ·. · · ' · · ·· · · · · ' · , : . ·. · ·· _., 
t •. . - "'·. I , • , 

• 1 • ' • ' 

. . . 1 • • •,' : ' ' I • . • I ; • • :, ':..., ' ._:"'. • 

. . . ' ~ \ . ' -. . ·. . .. : -· . ·. . .. 
... ·. 

. . '.: . 

. ·. 

.. 

I , 

. -- ~ · ... .y , The p~·one_er· families of the West~ qouhtry . fishermen and ~- ... · · :-_:._ 
. .. . . . · . · .. ·. J . . . . . . . . .. ·. -. . '.' . . . . . ·.,· 

Inuit wive.s form the ~.istorically 'first ,layer of t.he ·J ·.. ' 
. 

their 

hel!erog~lle.ou~ N~rtli West R~ver pOp/uJ.,atiop, f'~om : ~hi.~ll _the r . 
~ocial· ·char act,.~ _of . • oldt~im~r~ · arj.se_~. . dld~·~mers ·.(and o~d­

t~appe~s,. . form ·the m~instream.~ Nortti_ .. west ~· Ri.ver · ~~ciety, .. ·] · · 

. ' .. •, 

·-

'·and 'are ·. g~anted 'by . other communlty membe~s ·a familiarit;y . ,; 
'\ I • ' " ' ; .' ' • ~ 

'wi:tb the . ~u.stom.s · . Of-. LabrO:do~ l 'ife, ·:by. V·~rt~~ .. of .. bei-~g ~{ong- : .. :: _. · ···. ,~ 
• • ' i . . • . - . , : . . • . . • . · . • ' . • : "' • 

time . i~~pitants.·.-: _'J(.nowl.edge .. of'· .kinship . ne~works ~nd the · · ~ · \ ·· 

.· · cha~~es. which:. ~~~e ·shaped .the d~vel_opil.nt~ o~ .~he·. comia~nity·. i · ·_. 
~~~ ai.~~-- -~r-t · : of the· '~ldtinier• · _~er·:· .. ·The ->old-· \ ~- .· ··_r 

"time·r· ·· · ~o~i'ai char_acte'r,' ·_then,·· i~~ted· wi~h · the;. · - ~-ffiiia-' .'-~ ··:~ .· .- ) 

• · . f. ' .• . t-{on~ .··~of. _.an - e~t~n-siv.~ kinshi~. - net~ork, : · a~d _. i~te~,sts 1~ _.a~d ·_::1 ·. \ ' \ . <-.~·,: 
• • • • • ' • • • ' • • .. .. • • • •• - • • \ • •f.• 

' .,· · ~ . . · t~~a ·tb Labrad~r a~~ ban~lan: and p~ac~ of .. or'i~,,both,~f-- . \. ~·~H.; 

:::_\:·..... . . . . . . . . 

i.S\i:·~/:: ·\,:~:-::- .. ::_:_ -,::. '>·:· ·: .. ;.~ :::~ .. -~: ... _~·-_-. · - ... :· :.-_; ... ~ ::.:· .. _: ._ .. -.. : . ; < :~;-· ·:_._ ·_._: .· _:_, .... . ( . _: ·· .. -:_~ .. -:·· ... - ~ _: · <-;·_ ·. __ '\ -.~- ·· : :· _,_= · =~ ·_;·,,. ~ .. :. : ... ~ .... ;_-: .. _,.\:~:·:::.:~:~ .- -. ·,_::·Y\~-:::~~ 
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) of ·newcomers and outsiders.. • 
. .. ~ 

• ·The ·, ol dtilller 1 chax-acter is placed · l.h .contr-ast to the 
. . 
characters ·of I OUt•sider 1 '- . Which are ~180 1 newcomer• .and 

0 \ 

In. -4i\he ·f~rmed 'tr~th~ experiences of community members. .. ; 

discussion betow, .I . wish t~ ~~plore th~ dist~nctions between 
• ' • -1 • I 

, . . • I J" 

newcomecs anq outsiders in the. community,-_ and how t_raits 
. . 

from the exp~rie .. nces of both i:lewcomers ;an¢1 _outsi~ers have . · . 
. . . -- . . . . · .. · . : . . 

·~beeii'"· u~ed in tl)e forma~···o£ soci~ . . c.b.~racteJ;s; People · . 

. arriving -:_ .in . the . :community are - s~~n b}r". ·. oth.Etr c~mm~nity . 
. . .. . . . ' ' . . . . . ·.·· ' ·•.. ' ' ' . . . ',.. .... : ' . ... ' ~ " . . . · .. : . , 

. : members .. as being el·tber ' newc9mers or· outsfders~ ·and the . dis- ·. ·.:. .. 
. . . . . ,· . . . . .. : . ; ' ' ' . ' . ' . . . '. ·. ' 

· · · tincti~n ·-.. dePends· , · ·pori th~. situ~tion '~nd .orig-in .o:f · th~new 

.. ~. 

' · •' 

·, . 
·: · . ,; . 

. · ... ·. · ' , ... ~ 

· · ') . . · , . 
·:·: arriv~l'~ ·. G~m~ra~_iy; bo;~.· t6·e_ .·so~f~-- ch:~·act~r-~· .. · 6£"-~> ~~~~-:- . ':.·.: . . 

~~ ':·.:_ .. . ' . . . . 
. . 

: .. . · > . 

.. 
. ' 
~ .. 
~ ', 

•I 

: ... ··. 

': ..' 
. . 

'! · . ... . :.-: . . . 
·~ . . . ;.: 
··-:·. 

·. ' • 

,, 

' . ·: .. 
• ' ,: ;: . 

be pi·ac-~d ·in . opposi~tion -to ., oldti-··: . . . ~ ~. 

,·· .. · .. •. 
mer' · ~oc~ a1 ·. charact~ , . however,.·· 'each . ·of the former · · .. · · · .. : 

. . . . . .. . . : ~ . . . . . ... ·. . . . . . . . -~ 

•cat.egories has its di tingui~hing char-a.cter:isti.cs. Newco;- · 

mer,s are . ·pe~pl_e o~~d pe.rm.anently . to the ' coinm~ni ty 
. ' . . . .. 

r ' ' • ., . • , · · , ' : • . -::- · ·, ' ' • ' ' 

but~_ ~re_ no.t _ ni~m~~~s o~ . th ol~er ·families. : ~u~_sid~_rs ar~ . 
. ·. ,- . . . . . ' . 
those.,-who ~~e ' sojour_n.~-~-g i _ ,· . t?~ . co~unit;y .· ' ~or..-~ ~~-o~me_nt :-.: ··~ 

re~sons, . and . const:itute number. of professioria~ (e. g. 
"'• I I ' ~ o o o • ' a o I •, 0 • -

. . _ _ ~each~ra. ~n~ . n~rses_~; : ~-~~ · _int~n:d . to .· ":C:v~J·~n-· ·. ~~.ter . .. g~lnl~g ~ .·. 

· __ : ..... a~e~tur~,_ a~d · exp~_ri~n~e:. _ o~ v~r.i"etp~. t.~~ir wor~· .. :Thus.' 

_ . the .traits pertainil_lg - ~o. the· aoci·aJ.· char~cters · of 'newcomer' 
'I \ 1 • • I ' \ • •' 

.. -'and • ol'dtimer~ are .drawn :,.from d.i~ferent . experlences. . . . 

, . 

' :' 

.. 
. ... . 

. \ . 

·· .. ; · 

·.·. 

•• • • f •• • •• .- . ·I ~ . -·· .... . . ,.. .. - ~ . . ,.·~, 

\.: · . .- - ---.- -The l .lne between ·.-~ctu~l · n~w"C~m~:rs ~nd :. outsid~r~ - · fades~ . • 
, t;~ .. ·"' • . .. , J ·, . . • ' ~ • • ' • . ·. . • ~ .. ' • • ' . ..... •• · \ •' " 

~l{"::~:;;.,· · . ' _... .· when .· ffe~~ome~s. aria . ~~t·s~:~~r·s, _mar·~~- .~~t_o th~· - ~~~niiuin,ity · _and~ ·: .<:·/ 
' •; ' . ' 0 f ' I ~ • 

1 

I • ' , ' ' , ' , ,\ ' 

~~t~~;{iv:i ,: :_ ';~ ;, :;, )\:; .; .. ,; <:;{ .. ,;; ,1;\.; :( ;~ ' ,;:•L ,) > " ::: >,,/ ·. :.\ ;i ;•, · •. ' ; , .' ·. •• ,.:: .,· : { : :• .!. •.; ,·,,·, • ; ' ',:::, ' ;·:~: •• ::, ~j;~~ 
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. ~ -

in some cases, bec~~e part of an oldtimer family, _. ~lthou~h · 

. this in ·itself. Joes .. no~ · e~dow an individual ;i~h o~dti~er · 
I . •· . . ., . ' . I . . . . . 

status •. HO~ever; rh~ tr~its pertain~n~ to th~- so~ial 'char-
! , • . 't 

~cte.rs . of .. 'ne(co,-er ~ and' 'outsid~r • ·. do no~ · fade. ~~u~, an 

l.n'tUv idual who,...ar r~ved · as an ou~sider, ~nd ~ho· then-. married 

into . the communi/ty - thus b.ecoming a newcomer, "can retain 

the tr ana and 
1~e 1cepuon~ •:hich \ark . the • oUtsider • social 

charact~r - .. t~enefore · espousing the · ·social char-acter .of 

. I 

' \ 
'• I , . 

.• 

,. 

-.,.'.. .. ~. ' ~ 
. . -- \ I . . 

· • out(ide'r. • The di:stin~t"ion b~t~e.en newcow.ers and ·outsider& .. · ·· ·· 
, , \,1 \ ' I . [ • · . ', . - · , , • o ·.• \ • ; 

therefore\ .. rests._ in the' selection of traits and perception · ,;: 

used .~n·. th\ · - ~spo~sal \ :>f .~he sociai characte'i:s .-:of . : ~• ·new~om~r' · .·. ·.· .. ·.:·.··>_ 

..... ~~n~ · ' ·o~tsiaer; .i · k~th~i: ·than 'ln· ·the '.dlffer.~~ces:· between ·.pe~.;_ ... · > ( : ·· .. ·~;, 

Pl~ '' L~k~ : ~~ atim~r~ ~oCi ~ character, whi~h, .. as I.· Jla~e ,. :~ \ : 

~aid,· i:~n; tie .'e'\~~seLby the' young and old memb8i:s 0£ Oldt:i~ ·. ,,! 
.mer f~ilieS alike, the SOCial· ChAr:ac-terS Of I OUt~ider I '. and .. < ~ ·; 

I newco~er ~ - . can \ 6~ ·. -espouse~ .'by Settiers .who are not new to 

the co"'!"u~~·~y; · ~~\Considyed ;o ; be newcom!>~s- or outsiders .t>f 
other comm~ni ty~ ~~mbe.t: a·~ The .. occa.si.on~ UP.On ~ which the . _ ~ 

' : . . ·: . . l •\ . . 

soci·al characters of • oldtimer, • •-n~wc.omer • and · 1 outsider 1· 

. c.an -... ·,b~' - ·~s~~e~ . b~, se.ttl.~rs .who· have -not had .the' relevant . 
.. ' ·, ', .' ' \~ • ~ \ · - .' ' • ~ ~ ; • • : • • • • •: I 

:f ; .. 
: ·· . ..­. . 

·-· : 
' -. · .: .. . ,., 

. experience~:~ ar~ - 1 j.ted both · by the social situation .and · by .·· .'· . . . ' • ·• . \ . ' " . . . . . ' \ 

·th.e ·. o.the~ ·- ~-art!- ip~n~.s. in .· the social" interactton. : For .. : ·.· ,'. 
, , • • •• . • , • \\ • .' . I • • . ! ' : .... ' ·. 

·inst;ance, .an old~ ·mer . can make joke~ ab.ou~· - Indians· like a . : 
. - - • . i \ . ·. '· • . • • . •. : . ' . 

. ' Jiei!~Omer ~ a~ lor ' !lil the pe~cel'tio;~ implied by the joke& ~. . .:: .. : 

.are. later gUalifi (~ the ~ettler ~hen s/bu&~~~ppd_t~er. .J : ~{~ 
I· ·.· I I • • • •• .(' • • • ,,,· 

~1;' K:i: . :;,: JL·· .... ,; .... ~./ .._.: ". 0 • ( ' > ": ,;: I. • ... ~: : · .. · .... · .• \ ... :: · ·~ · ;i' .. ·.·· · .. , ,, '·:: . :: f. . - . ·• ; : '· •. : • .: > ;,•;. ~1;~~ 
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. 
~social ·char~cter wi'tti diffetent perceptions of 'Indians~ 

' . The \ . . -;. ... . 

SOCial Cb~racter .ot\ I 0Ut:Sider 1 .·Can likeJ~iSe be esP<Jused 
~ 

by 
.. . . 

other Settlers in· certain social ·situations. 
• . . . I . ·' . \ , .-... . a'' . , 

.. E~ish~· ~- and· Newfo·undla~d ne~comefs formed · · 
• . 

' 

. .. 
~~parate sub-:-,groups in th~ . community• s i·past, beginning -wit~ 

the first . ;aj~r influx of newcomer.s attracted by the \ 
' . ! ' ~ 

, . I •J 

Bud~on• s Ba:r _company_, . an~· ~~ese sub-gri ups ha~e- become assQ-

ciated with· the diff~rent. ~~t~. of ~ traits _and perceptions 
. •. ( -· ~ . . - . '.· . . . . . ·. ... ' . . !•:· ., . ' 

..:. whi_c~ form the social c;ha.racter ~ · of • newcomer • · an_d • out- ·.· . . . . . . . : . ·. : . . . . . : . . I . . . . . .· 

l ·· · ·· · · ·· · · ~i-de~~~;· AS · :_x· _h.~~e .. ~~~d,_ .. _. ~.~-e . tJJil~.~en~~-~1~-~s-b~~-ed ~~cial . 

:~;;;· > ' ' .. • . atr.itctiire 'of the H'\d~on 1 s Ba}' Compa~y lcrejted an Bfrly el~te . · ' 

~f - : . ·· . :: .. :· · ... ·. ,. ·of: out.si'd~r·a·--~ho. ·.~o)o.ur.ned .ii(Lab~adQt '- ~s. well ·as introduc- . · 

. . ' 

.• 
' .... . . . 

. ing .· ~~wc"omers : who. · marrl'ed ~n:d remained .permane.ntly.- ·in ·the. 
\ - ... \ . . 

. , . : · ' ~ . . . . ... . . 

:· -- regio~. : . ~~.family; names : tti~t date back· to"' . the i 'nflux . of 
. . ' .' ' . . . . . . " . . . . . . . . ·. :• . 

. ·, 
~ .· '-

Hudsoni s · Bay .. Company _wox:kers . frQm·, Orkney· are ·considered· to 
~ - . . . . \ . .. ·.. . . . . . . . . ' . 

· · · ·· \. ··· . have ·oldtimer status for severaJ. reasons~ More· ·often. than 

tY.·, '..\: : : ., ito~: tblia~ · Orkneyineri · marri8d · into . . the pjfnee~· families 

;.;-.':' .. , .. · . . aiready. settled. in .th·e r.e~ion, an~ the~ . eventually outnum-
( '· ... - ~ i· . . . . . . . : . . . •· . -. J . ·. . 

., ... . · : , .·· bered - the · · or~gin~ pioriee_rs._ ~ Their. influ~, in conj tinctiQn 

:::J_· ·._:; · _.- \ > wi~h · the ·.~~~nomi'c ·:;nflut!'nce. ot'.· Bu~son• ~ ~~ay co~pany', ~ ba~s~~ 
i( .. . . , \ ,. . a ~1iif icant cha~ge. · i~ .t.be ec~nom~ a~d !IOcial atr u~tu~e of 

f,/' I . \' . . . : t))e ~unity wh,icb ·biis !Iince .be~~~:- _t,o ~!!..!!~~~ and · cblour 

~r ·:: .. :.1 . . . \ ... " ·settler ; identity~ · . Howev.err', "the Hudson• s Bay company ·off-
·' ·~··: . . I ·.. ' . . .·.: . . . . ·. . - . . .. . . • 

~!·; . . . . · \ .. iceia who .,aoj~Urned in. !forth w~at River ~etained the . ~tatua 
~£:. _·. . . · .. · .. \ -of_ ou~~id~rs_, . a~ ·.c9ntinued . to ,f~~m an_ elite;, · · ' 

~~}~: .. ~~-~ ... , . I . ·.. . . .\ . , . ~. , • . , . . .· • -. . . 

. . ~ 

·. ·. 
, . 

. . '_J 
. , . 

'' '' : I 

. . . ~-

,,.. . . : .. '· 
~·,~f , • ' • . I 

~\~ :I . ,- \ .,::f':' ', _': : .. . ~ • 

~;~,,· i.;~\~.::.,~)·e ;·,~lk(\)i, :: ;,;;j;:;_: :{.i,,, ;,.,. ;;,:;};; ~·<~~·;:;, ~.: .; ·:·' .• :,; i ' : · ~·<_;:,: /};:_.: .;,:.· · :: .; .. : .: : . • c · .• ;, ; ! • ·.: .;".:. i.- ~ ~;~; 
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o ~ore recently, the Internaiiona~ Grenfe~l Assoc~ation 
. . . ' 

')has "caused people · t~ migrate to ~orth ~es~ ~iver. Many· of 
r 

the~Mission's professional workers~ere drawn from · Bri fain -
• • · 1 , 

(particularly England, but al.so mainl~nd Scotland) • Most of · 

these workers sojourned in Labrador, and· were .instrumental . 

in bringing about. ful;:j;her economic· and social .change in tht> 
' . 

• • J 

community. , Sojourning professionals were rarely considered 
I . 

any~hing .but outsiders to the community, since they usually 
~" ... . . , ... . . . 

I • • 

~rrived as.family unit's or married outside the · community,. '• 
' . ' . 

sent theJ;r children. ,aw.ay to .schools, and e;entually returnitd " 
•• .. ... • .' # • 

. ~~ t~efr.· . countr·i·~·s/bf . or.igin • . ~T~ese Inte'rnatio·naf · Gr.enfell 

'Assodi~t~~n .. ·profrssiqnals ·asso9i~ted .. with, an~ · gradually: i 

· a.bsor~e~: -the' .~lJHudson's Bay Company _eiite, .. who _were . also ····· . 
of Engiis~l in. 

However, trained 

, . 

drawn 
' 'I 

from worker.s were increa.$ingly 

sources c~os~r . tq North·west River. These newcomers seldom 

j.oined t~~ E~glish-relatedt elite. Nursing and teaching 
I ~ 

staftoved from other-Newfoundland and,Labrador -communities 

which : we_r~ engaged in Iriternationa~ Gren~ell Association 

ope ·atiobs, and some-m~rried into the North West · River com~ · 

m~ity. J?eople who 1!-re relatively. ~ew . to the cQDullity, but 

~ho have come . _to star have f r8Ciuently· formed into sub-
, 6 

communities of newcomers, wh~ch .are based upon place ~f ori• 
0 ' ' . ., . . . 

gin, and New~oundlande_rs ar:e a case in point. 
. . ' . 

. , 
The International Gr·enfell Associa~ion has introc;Juced -

many Newfoundlahcfe~s to · the community dur~ng the last . few_ 
•· 
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decades, a~d there·are Newfoundland fami~y names which span 
~ . 

one or · two generations in North ·west~River, but th~y have . 

n.ot yet ·._ac~~~ed . full oldtimer_ statwr! Their 'arrival iii th~~ 

community has been increm~ntal rath~r th.an overwhelming,. and . 
- . . . . . . l . 

· ~o they have not had. the ·social and econom_i-c eff~c.t that the 

inflbx of Hud~oh•~ Bay· ComRany workers had. Recently incor- · 
. . . . . , ( 

fJ . porated New'foundlande~~ s~ill forlll a_ sep.3rate ~ocial group 

. ' 

J 

in , .North. West-· River, . a·s my. expet.ience of C~r'i}ltmas j anny ing_ 
. . . . 

. i,llustrates· •. ~ :i was' invited. t<;) go jannying by . ~hree 

.· Newf~_unclland women, two of wh~~ had . :ori9inal~~ome .:.to _No_r~~~- , 
. . ' \ . .. . . 

· West Riv·er . as nurse,, from t)le hospital in St. Anthony~· ·and · · 

~..(· ain~e married-.?~t~~ tbe C~llllllunity·. J~~y~n!i is Belin .by , ' 

./ Newfouncllailders· as · a ·Newfoum:lland cu.stom, an~ one o.f · ·the 
,• . 

women ex~lained that they (the St.- .Antho~y. women-) had often; 
' . 

wanted t1 . 9~-~,annying before, but - ·h~d ~ot because th~y: felt, 

. ~hat- th~re· were f-ew pe~ple in .North west River who would~: 
unde~stand jannying. In-the p~esent.context, however, jan­

nying w~s al·so used to reinf_orce group fe~lings . betwee~ the 

vaiious ·Newfoundland.w-;men ~ho had ~arried into the . . . . commun-

ity. 

, : 

we bege.'n the evening' by planning a .route around . the·. 
. . . ~ . . . ~ 

c9mmun·i ty · which woUld · allow vi,i t~- to. ~.e paid to as many 

frien~s of ·t:be three . partic~pants .a~· po_ssi-ble. yislts were 
. . : . . . . ~ . . 

_- suggested . and either' added . to the itirie~;_ary or vetped, 
) 

_.according ~o ·the . exl?ected -response of the 'visitees. Typical . 
.. 

. ~omments .' ' were: . •sure. rio·, gi_ri.l They . wouldn •· t know what to . . .. 
\ . . . . 

I~ : • • ' It · - .r 

(:~··~' ~ r • • _:' -

i~~::· :··, :.:: , o .. - · ' . \ . . - .. 
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do with a bunch· of Janniesl" or; ~ow, they.' 11 invite . us . . . 
right ·along inl" Th,. form of ~~1 ection WAS not always fool-· .. 

. . 
proof, since some of the persons visited ·.were Labradorians 

~ . . . ·. . . ' 
· · and supposedly not familiar .with th·e · practise _-of jannying, . . . 

and others were Newfo~ndlanders who chose not : to respond in 
- ' . 

the anticipated ·fashion, but neclrly · all the v.isi ts we made . 

asfanni'es. that evening wetT/tO che ~ou~es · . of Newfouil~-

landers. Wha~ ·~he expedition~- pr~~, howe~er, ·was that· 
. . . . ~ . ' 

' . . 
Ne~~oundlanders -form aydi~~t~: ~~r~up. in the .... CODm\Unity · in 

.. both . their ow-n . ~yes anct ·tnos~t the community • . . . . ' ~· · . . , . . . . . . ' . .; . ,.., .. 

The pockets. of newcomers · in the· community., such as are 
' I • , ~ L .. • • • • • .. • ' ' 

for~ed by the- ~ewfoundl-and ·group, .and lhe .. oldtimer ~qmmu.nity. 
l ·- - :. ~~ . • 

. . member~, are .~istinguished from each other by· . ··~qeir . - social 
• 

char~ctersr, _ which are- based on the dif·ferent historical and 

. . ~ .. . 
' .. 

... 

.----

\ ' 

. ~ . · .. ':. .. .. 
.:..': 

.--- .. .. , 
.· .... . 

cultural :experiences of each group. The social characte.r of· ·:·. :~ 

. ) 

' <. 
• oldtimer·• provipes Se·tt;Lers. wi·th ·elements~·.of soci-al and 

ethnic identity w~ich . are bas~d u_pon.the two claim~ - ~£ ... his- . 

torical. superiority (long-term residence), and of native ... 
status through Inuit . ancestry;'. 

. 
Since the social ..character. 

- .. 
of 'oldtimer 0 is based upon the claim to long-te~m residence . . ' . 

< • • 

in, and ~~ami~i~rity with,· LaJ:>radO"r, then 'Oldtimers• can 
I 

also c~aim•to have 
\ 

a familiar·! ty · ~ith . Inalan, c·ul ture·; which 
~ . 

has been gai.ned through th.e· past e_x~er~ences of tr_appers. 

. None of· . th~se experiences,. · which are crucial ·element·s in·· 

"' l:l, • • • • ...... • 

Settler identity, · a~e shared by newcomers to the·· community., . . 
and : this' has . the effec~ of .. sei?ar~ting . newcomers, ·· a~d the ! 

~· 

) 

. ' 

. . 

_.·, ': 

. .. 

. , : 

:.··· 

' . 

. ··. ) 
' 1 

·v ~ . . :. . . ' )\ . ·'.' 
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social .cha~acter based upo'n th.e 'experiences of the- newcome,r, 
.· . ' 

from the mainstream of · Npr~h wesi; River . soci,~ty. 

. ' .. ' . . '\. ... 
'l'he experiences of newcomers separate ·them from main-,. 

stream Nort~ West River society in several ·wa}s. Firstly, 

· ~ in not having Inuit ancestry, newcomers for~go the claims to 

'• 

o . 

.-

\~~tive 'status which Set~le~s make, by espo.using o):her social 

characters, in order to express -security in, and affinity 

with, their ·environment. Secondly, it -allows newcomers t~ 

perceive Indians as un~onflictually separate from their own 
-D 

c~ltural identity. . Hence, tnt\ percep~ions they expr~ss 
-

-about Il)di~ns ~re muc;:h more open in their . prej udi_ces . and 
~ . . . . . : . . ' ~ ' 

lack _of familiarity •. - A _ conve'rsation I heid with .a Newfound-
. . . . . \ . I 

lan_d .shopkeeper in the community
4 
illllstra.tes tQ_is ~int~ 

- . . . . . ., . .. ' . . . 
• . .. · · · r 11 • • . ' . . ,. . ' 

: The w.oman Jhad b~eit_ ·.~ 'wo~·km~te ·.of. niine dur_ing /a· .. previods 

_vis~-t _:and . I :of _ten~ :.i~it')d ~he~ _.shop ~ both ~o , t~ik. a·nd __ t~ -pur­

: chase goods• - During ·one ·such visit f · asked her whether many 
: • • • D , .. • - ' • .. 

trtdian .. cu~t'om~rs ua.e4 her spop, _ :and she rE;,Pliea--that ·~he saw 
. , . . . . . 

a few.. She ·went on to explain that - ~he did 'not' trust. them, 

although th~ -·had- no~- _app~-r~~tl:r . g~.v~cause f~r this 
.) . 

mistrust·~ :She ~lso explai·ned tha~ fndi.~ns wou~d never do as .. .. - ;,. ' 

· · as!lista~ts_ in' th'e shop . tfecau_s~-\Jiey · were ·not rel.iable. · .· J: 
• • • . 9 

asked h_er why~ she thou·ght that · they 'wouid be . u~trus~worthy, 
I • • • ' ' ' ... • ,. ,. ~· , ' ' • 

a~ sh~ . . repl ie~~ . by' reminqing m~-· of ·a_n "Indi~q . _aoq~ai·ntan·ce· ·-

with .,h.om we had previously_ w.ork.ed: 

· "Sure, -g:i.ri, you ' remember · Mary-·Jane? She never 
showed, up for work. Out. of the - ~hree months that 

. - ... --
.. , ~ 

. , 

-· 

.. 

.. ~- . .· 
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she worked for ~s, she was there for 
. ;:~....__week&-1 • ~ , •.. .. . . .. 

-'W )..,. ,• ..... 

about · three 

• I 

Other negative responses, au~ , as~ "Indians don't deserve . 
l 

special stahus or sp~cial rights," "they bring their ·prob-

lems upon themselves, • "t·hey' r.e 'lazy and :deceitful, and 
• 

"there are people, and then there• s IndianS,·. were ' also . 
almost al~ays made by newcomers and N~wfoundlanders. When 

. . 
'' 

' ·' 
' 

- . ~ . . 
other· Settlers. spoke negatively about I~di~ns~ t:tl~y prefac~d, ~ 

OJ: qualified their· statements wlth. positi\re re~arks-. . This~' .. 
perceptions of Indian{Settler relations, 

, 
is because~ their 

I 

.~nlike those of new~o~ers, are compromised _~y references to 

shared ~ndia~ or Inuit cultur.ai traits • 

.The sociaJ. . charact~r of • newc(Jmer ,_ 1 then, is con-
' , . -·-

structe~ by. _juxtapo,sing tbe experiences of newcomers with 
• · • F ' · , · • -- -

those of oldtimers.,· 'as is ' outlined abov.e. As ·a result ·. ·o'f . ' 

their iack of · ~ffilia.tion .with the land a~d region and their 
# - r; '· ' . • • . ' . : . . '"'~ 

lac~ of association with native cultures ·ana· · ancestry., the 
' , . .. 

social characte'ks· of •newcomer• and •o~tsider• reject Indian 
• #' • • 

-cultural trait~ and Inuit ancestry. · In social interactions, 
.. . 

this rejection of Indian and Inuit cultural components of 
• • co • : 

settler iae~ty often puts ~hem in conflict with the 'old-

.timers.' This ·is the .primary 

stand in coptrast} to 'newcomers.· i, 

basis on which 'oldtime'r.s 1 
• 

I o 
I 

. -

... 

' - . ' 
' ' 

.. 

'A further· extension ~f ·t~is dich~tC?mY is given by the ' .of . . _ 
SOCiU Character Of the I OUtSider o I - ~J'l Otder tO 8XI)Jiline/t-he .. 

. developu!nt of the · •·outsider' 

. . -- .-
. . ' . ' • : .. .. 

:·· ' .· 

social 
. :, , .,' 

- -· 

character, 
ff ' 

:.: .. ''· .. ,_ .. 
~ • ,• \ • t; 

and its . . - ·.' 

.. • ;~ 
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' .. 

juxta~sition with 'oldtimer• and •newoQmer,• I ,s~all draw• 

upon an early experience in my fieldwork. . Before moving 

into North West River, I spent a da~ wandering -around in the ----- \ . . 
community ~n search of possibl~ lodgings. Rita wa.s .one_ of 

the first i~abitant~ I met, ~n~\ she and her ~ husband . of.fered 
.. 

to take me round- the community to look for ~edgings. Rita 

directed u~ from~ne home to the next, and the occupants of 
, • .. " ':t~' . ~ --

the hdmes she ~elected shared several traits. The people 

she selected were us.ually the pr_ofessional' staff of the 

I~ternational Grenfell Association and other institu~ions, 

' who·wer~ living alon~. in . house~. wi~h amenities ~u~· a~ ~pare 
. . 

bedrooms, cent~~ heating s~~tems, 'televisions and electric 

stovee ~ · .None · .of th_e people she · se~ecteq were from North.·· . 
• • • 4 • • • I . ., 

~: .. West River, . or · elsewhere in Labrador,· but c~me · from either"" 
• I 

Britain; mainland Canada~ - or America. .. 
take·n us to the homes of outside.:s. She had two Jieasons for . . 

~electing .. the . home~ of · these pe~~le out of other ~s,sible 

lodgings in the ~own. Fi'rstry; she .. expl~i~ed that· they· 

lived alone a~d so m~ght welcome someone else to live with. . . ' .... 
They also· had room to spare for· another occupant, a luxury . -.....: 

not '-shared .·oymany of the . S.ettle~ f~ilies. ' Secohdly, she 

had classified me as p~rt 'Qf this group, anq . . ·fel't \that .. ·..J: 
. . . 

. . 
would · have more in 'common with a ·fellow outsider. than I 

would with a · lo~al resident • . 

The category of' outsider is well illustrated ~Y this 

exampl.e. Outsiders, like newcomers, do not re~y upon tenu-. 
- . ,• ·! 

I . 

.. 
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. ~us links with indigenous_ cultures in mai·ntainlng and r,nani-• 

pul.ating sqcial identity. They constitute a group of people 
J 

attracted to the community for reasons of work, · but w.ho do . . ~ 

not intehd to.....- stay for more than _a few years. . This means 

that they bring with them a style of living ·which 4 is , alien 
' 

to the rest of• the community "and, in maintaining th-is style . . ' 
of living .. in_ the ~ace of considerable odds;'...tbey · form a 

ghetto within fhe"' community. The phenomenon .is described in 

I . 

. :.'· 
. .. 

' .. ·.• 

. .. 
• ',1 

I .•• 

.. ' ~ 

various .s~u.dfes o.f the north. Both Riche~ . a_n4 Roster . \\ 

describe· the groups . of white Euro-Canadian outsider~ . that 

form in th~ arcti~, ·~nd the ~utsider group in North c W!'at 

River'is ·essentially~the ·same.lQ 
. ... 

·Traits which ma·rk 'the 'outsider' 
. , 

social chara 
I • 

include elem~nts .. from tp~·llf~!Jtyle m~in_tainetl ~Y visi ing .·• ·. . ·;~ 

profes~ionalil, and ~ne of ~hese '-tral,:~s; is ; an·_ interest . . in_}\ ·:) 

collecting var i6u~ arti~~cts .. produced in' the no th. . :- .. ·~ .. 
Artifacts colle·c-ted in North west River ~nclude rare ol.cr 

· books on various expedi tiona 
L 

undert.aken by· Euro~an ao,d_ 
')' 

American ~xplorer s during' the_ nineteenth century, and a . 
. . 

vicatious interest. (in· the case of outsiders) in the history · .. : 

of, the reglo~ 'has developed in conjunction with the intere~t · 

in· rare old books a~out Labrador. -
'Outsiders · frequently act as pa~rons to both Ind.ians · and , .. · -

. ' 

,'i , ·. 

• 
settlers. 

relatively 

' 
This _is b~c~~se, _ tbrol191Ftli~r~, . 'they . ~ccupy ; 1 

prestigious and power·ful posi tiona -in the co~un- · 
:: . ·. 

. ' . . . . . 
' . 

. it~, and they are also at?le ' .to maintai·n co'ntacts with the· 
.. · . 

• > .._ 
. ·' , ·. . . . · ,. .. . 

• • T 

~~}~t} < .: :~·: .· .. " .. ' .. ,:.· . 1 . - ~· . . • > _· <' •• • . .. 

. . . . /J 
· ~ . 

. , . . 

; -~ .... : .·. :: .. : :·:·..:- . :.:_:. ·.: .·_:_ - ~ · · ... /·:~;~i I 
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. . . : . . : .. . ·. ~. . .. ' .. ,::. ;. . ,: "•' 



··· · _. · · .. · ·-... -\ ·:· ·.:· :::~_. · ·.:_ ·~ .. <. ~ r :.~ ~-:_· ... ; -.~ .. _: .. ~Y-?!;~1~ 
'' _.., '"' 

I ~ - ' ; • ,l " • ...... ~ ' • '' I ' ',l • 

' - . · "'l • • ' 0 

-; . . I' J , ._, 

- ~: :.1 .·• . • • ~ 128 I .. . , . 

, 

'• . 
. .· 

~-
. l.: . 
-.; 9 · . . 
. ' 

,•:. ' . . . ~ . 
·.· 
,' .. . .. -

... _ 

-· 

.·_ .. 

,a; • 

,· ... 

.... 

· .. : .. . . 
' .. 
. . . ...... . . 

• 

\, 

' f .. 

. \ 

outJJide ·world'. 
l 

Many outsiders ar.e also active in local pol-. ' 
t) itics, and . this· . also. coincides with the fact';, that . most of 

the outsiders., are i:n·· th~ community a·s ·professionals. ~~ . 
. • . I . . 

effect of . this . ~oincide_l!ce l.is that the local elite is infil- · 

trated, if .' not · con_sti tuted, by qutsiders. It also means 

that the traits - of the 'outQider • ·soci·al character ·are 
f '~ • 

. i 

~bared with members of the elite, ·and the •outsid~r' social 

character is frequently espoused by . the latter in ·their 
. . . ~ 

soci'al interactions!. And so,. the self-perceptions .as.soci~ 

ated · with ·the 1 outs.ider• social. charact~r include_-.tJose of 

patron, guardian and local historian. 
. '· ~· 

.Both - ·~ o·utsiders.• ~-. I new_c~niers, . 1 thenr are .. in contrast 
~ '• • ' I ' ' , ' ' ' '• ,, ' • ~ : ! 

. w.~th~' ·o~dt.ime~~· - · f~r. ~if~~-~ent _ .re_as~~~~ - Nei~~er· _sha_~~ ~~~­
cultu a1 and ·i_lis_tocical ~xperiences that make . affilia~ion 
. - . ·. . . : . . . - . . ' . -. . ' . . ·: ' . . : 
~ith -., the indigenous · popUlation. part ·o£ ·their qul'tux;al iden+ 

• • ' • • • •• .. • : • • • •• • • • ' • • • • • ~. • : • ' :' • l • • • .. • -~ • ; 

tity1 · and -yet. 'this . t:Jeparatipn·· fro:n;1 the mainstream .of . North 
' ' ' I ' ' • ' ' •• o o ~ ' ' o • o o ' ,: ' l • ' ; 

West River community ·_life is approac;hed in contra~ti.ng ways 
. ; . . 

. by QUtsiderlt and newcomers.· :In sum,· th~ traits· which sy~ 

·bolise the • ~~wcotne~· ·. · social ch~.racter, aqd separate :i~ from · 

the.~oci~-~haract~r o~ the •outsider, .• -are:. 1) .t~e d~st~nce . 
\ . . . . " 

from .Ana, 2) the rejectio_n of the Indian and Inlii_t _·_ com-
' . . . . ... 

~ponents of· the Settler identity.· .The -traits which separate 
. • • t , , • r , '( • . • , ·. , ., • 

the · · • outsider' social character from in~instream North west 
. .... . ' _.... . ' . 

' ~ , ' • • • • • • ' o • : • ' I ' • 

River soc~~ty, -~nd -.from' the .soc:;ial character _of '.newcomer,-'·> 

· ··area · 1). ; the: · · ~a:i.~tenance · of ~n identity· which is .divqrced ·. 
. 4 .. ·' . . . . . . 

f~o.m inl.liitiltre8JI! Settle~ "socie.it , Wl\i_ch -~low~ :fo<-2) ·'objec-.. 

.. . - -- . . ' . . -;t •• , . \ . . . 

, , 
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tive interests in tte surropnding but . separ'a'te cultures, and 

3) ·afftiliations with the ellte and poli-tical 'groups in the 
• J 

community. Elements of these distinct approaches to North 

West River community life, and the perceptions which arise 

from them, come into play as soc,ial character-s in the jug~ 

gling of settler social identity • 

* * * 
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ENDNOTES 
1:. 

I have used t~e information t .hat I gathered from .infor­
mants in the field, and the Bibles and other pr.~vately 
owned documents .of these informants, as - well as the 
records ·of birth, death and marriage ~hich ar~ _kept by 
·the- United Church in No~ti west River. and .. in the Pro­
vincial Archives in St. 'D'ohn • s, in o der to construct 
genealogies for the famil es in North West River~ · 

-- . . . . I . -- . . a 

George Peter\Murdockz · Ethnographic Atlas (Pittsburgh: 
University . of Pitsburgfl Press) 1967-: "Deme: Communities 
revealing a marked tendency towards local · endogamy but 

... not segmented into clan-barrios {nWghbourhoods] • • (p • 
.48)' 1 and, Social structure (New York: ·The Macmillan 
Company) 1949: "Tne Llarge . bilater~ kin-groups] is 
most clearly observable in the· endogamous loc~l commun­
ity . which . is no·t segmented by unilinear· consang~ineal 

·groupings. of kin~men. By vtrtue ·of · the rule or strong 
pref~rence - for local endogamy, · the inhabitants are . 
neces'sar ily related to one another through interm.ar- · 
riage,: although · they cannot .always _trace· their exact 
kinship connections. They are consequently bound · to 
one · another not only by common residence but also by . 
consanguinity, as is, in fact, usually specifically 
recognised. Within such a social group~the only. ~ocial 
struc~ring is commonly into families* which may be of. 
either nuclear, - _polygamous, ~r ext~n'ded type. Except 
for family ties, the stt"ongest sense. of - -identificat:ion 
is usually with the · commu.nity . as a whole, whi·ch is·· 
vi·ewed as a· consanguineal unit _in rela~on to other 
communities in a manner quite comparable to t _he at~i­
tude towards . one•.s · own sib in a unilinear ­
society •• .- ~ - · [We] shall ·~regularly employ . . "deme• for an 
endagam'ous· local group in the absence of -unilinear ' des- · 
cent, especi~ly . when we are regarding it as a ~in­
groups rather than as ·a communii!:.y. The widespread ten-· 
dency to extend incest taboos throughout any kin-groups 
naturally .does riot leave the "deme.• unaffected. on· ·th'e 
basis of the tradition of .common descent· among its 
members, exogamy . can . and· c;toes extend, in ·many 
instan~_es, ·. from the kindred· to the deme, .. t's from the 
lineage_ to the sib.. When thie occurs, · local exogamy. 
replaces · local. endog@.my, anq l:he constitution of the 
deme is fundamentally ch~ngea.• (p.62-63) . 

I .found that many of · my informants were extremely· 
defensive about . the

1 
community's kinship background 

b.ec~use they consJ,dered some of the marriages to have 
been in contravention of the incest. taboo. - . . . 
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Wi.l1iam· Mesher possibly· came out to Labrador w~· ; e 
DeQuettev ille Company · from -Jer_ sey. The _ compa_ ~y _·had 
base in .Bianc Sab1on. -. ·. . 
Documents for the. Labrador Boimdary Dispute, which too~ · 

"place between N~wfoundland and 'Quebec i.n :~927- , when the 
present Provi~cial boundary was settled upon, were · col­
_lected · by . ·sir ·_Patrick T •. McG.ra~h, ·and are kept in the. 

·Provincial Archives in · st. John~s. 

Will_iam Blake ~enior is :listec;i in · the-- Slade's . Company 
ledger. for the · y_ears 17'92-98 and again i .n 18B2-B9. 
William Blake junior first appears ·in the ledgers· i~ 
1794. The ·ledgers ·record good~ traded ~ut to men. 
over-wintering along the southern Labrador shore. It . 
is poss1ble that WJ.lliam Blake liad moved into Bemilton 
.Iglet to over-winter. · · 

George Blake .is ·mentioned as a • planter·• in the 
Hudson' s .. Bay Company jo~rnal: for 1845. · . · .. 

, . ~ '""· 
8. . The ·aaikie family were originally 'Odal'·· l.andowners o~ · 

Norse desce·nt, and once· owned Tankerton· House· which .now .., 
houses -orkney -Museum. · However·, it is unlikely that . · th~ 
branch of. the family from \tlJhich' Thomas Balkie ·came were 
wealthy since ·he came .. out to Labrador in search · of w~rk 

.(' 

-wit.h the Hudson's Bay Company·dur·ing ~ .relativ:ely pro·s-
perous -_period in .Orkney history.·. . · · . - . - . . . . 

Th_at. ·Newfoundlanders .-form an · ~mbiguous group in the · 
_1' communi ty., ..... ·and--are able - to -espouse --bo~h --.1 newcomer' and 

· • oldtimer • sociar characters in . d~ffer.ent situations, 
. is also illustrated by. seyeral -·other examples from lily 
fieldnotes. · Members of the · women's darts team for 
which I played often broke intd alcohol induced tirades 
against Newfoundlanders which were_neverthe1ess · inter-
jected · with comments affirming · the _ place~of Newfound­
landers . in the "community. Conversations · between · com­
munit~ members· would suddenly- become heated ·when the ·· 
tole of the Newfoundiand · Provincial Government in 

·Labrador ·affairs · was di.scussed. I was also told on l& 
·number of occasions, in r~sponse to · a question -about 
the -low rate of marriages between Settlers and I~ians,, 
that only Newfoundlanders wQuld be sill.y e~ough·· to 
mar~y Indians. Despite such displays of •othernes~• on 
the part of community members, Newfoundlander~ have 
been marrying into the .community . £or gen~ratioris, and ..... 
Jl!.any ·.North' .West Riv~r -!nh.abi~ant.s ~n claim (and some-
'~imes boast o~) part ·Newfoundlander ancestry. 

. lB. Ditte Koster: 'Why is ·ae Bere?s White-Gossip,' and 
· David Richesa . 1 Neighbou·rs i~. the Bus~u - White · Cliquea• 

in Robert Paiqe· ~ .ne White . Arptic 1 Anthr'?po1ogico1 
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tssA¥B gn Tutelage And Etbnicity (St • . John's: In~ti­
tute of· social and Econqmic Research) 1977 / 
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-chapter Five-
I . 

. \ THEM DAYS: 
.___ The Sig~if icance of a Trapping Past' 
t~ Shap~ng of Settler Idehti ty and the. 

- Formation of Social Characters 
- 1~ Nor;th West River -. * * * 

I 
As I have prev-iously stated, so cia~ characters 

' / 

· - . ... · 
,· ._· 

l . 

... 

... 

represent nodes in \ a volatile social environment, ·which ... 

coalesce arobnd per~eptions . and :den~~s , . Which au .: ; .: 

~lrounde·d in differenc social. experiE!nces. . The· intention ·oi· ··/ ' 

this cbapterls tZtr+e the. deVe~~pment ,of t~e ' trapper' as . . ·. .:: 

_ a soci~- . 9haract~r,_ -Tnd to_ tpoint ou~ . _.e;tem~_~1s i_n ~~ appe~s · _ :. .. . :· .~. :~ .~-
-d~script~ons"'of _ the tr:\pping way ·of : -life which ·· have . been ( . 

.used· t~ - ·symbolise_. __ t~e1; 'trapper • · in .. ~o-n_t~~porary_ ·aoci.al· .. : · _ ·_;;:~ 
' ' ,. 

inter.acticin in North W, st R'iver. · • I . . : ·.~~ 

· The social 'Charact~·r ~f '~rappo;r' has evolved out . of ' 
0 : - ~ · 

_-the occupatiqnal. role '\ of the Settlers who_trapped with th~ . . I - . 
_Hudson.'s Bay Company fo~ a living; and who wil~ be refer~ed . 

. i 
to as e~onomfc trappers (or trappers, without the use of 

I . ., 
I I • • • 

quotation m~rks). The social ·character-. of · 'trapper • ma~es . 

. ·. 

. \ ·· .. 
' . ; ~· 

. ...... . .- \ . . ' ' . 

symbol!~·. u~e of certain.· \a~ti~'it~~s asso.ciated wi~~ tr~pping. _ . 4 :·< 
Trapping as the major · ecl nomic activ_ity occupied·.a ·period . i~ . :· --~. 

the h~story . of ~.he c rmm.uni ty . : recent enoug~ to. shape and .... : .. ·; 

'· colo~r 't'h~ . memories of many of 'the communi.t y' s older . people._ . .· .. ; 
I ' o o f ' o \ . 

It represents ·· an . adaptation · to the · en~ ironment wbicli :· ~on• ·· ·: .· ·.-< . . . . · .. ~ · .. · >~ 

trasts Nor'tb ·west River S~ttl.ers with the sett~ers ·Of otper ~ :·} . . . ·.~:' 



. : ·. I '· · .. · • . 

. . 1-
. : , •.. 
. ' 

• •I 

-1 
j 

}· 
r .. 
(.. .·. 

j • ' • 

. .' ' ' . 
> ~ . . ' 

• . • 0 .. ~. 

.. ;· 
t. • . . o,, . 

.~ .. •. ,: 
i . : ;, 

~~ .... ~ 
,. 

. . . . 
•• • • : •• • 0 

\I '• .-

; • 0 • 

..,· .· ' 

,, . 

... -. 

~ . ,: . . . 
:,l: 
... 

(~·.· . ~--. 

. . . . 
• t . • 

~ \ 

,1'· • 

. I 

I 

a . 

·, , ( r: ': ···. : : ... . ,. : . \ · ·~ : 
~ .. . ... ·. l; · ' ' • ' 0 

• ~ • • • f 

. . . i· . 

134-
. ·'. ··. 
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coastal, comm1,1nities where tne· major economic activity had 
(. 

. 0 

bdcome fi~hing, and wher~ Inutt maritime 'harv~sting skills . 
had Seen adopted rather tha.n the bush skills associat~d wi~h .. 
Indians. ~orth West River se-ttler cult'ur i 's ~lao' ~iq~e.· in / 

a __ more . 
because trapping had become the domain of the central Labr -

· dot Settlers in contrast· to being · primarily · 'an :tna an 

·activity, ·as it was in the rest of ca~ada.l Thus, th_e sofial . . . 

chZli:acter ·of ~he 'tra.pper' . syinbolises· a 'unique and coloprful 

r . • ... . 

·:·· 
. . . . 

pZlst f(;>r cont~mporary Set tiers, . . and is of ~ great. importance 
' II • , ' 

. to .the . fo.r;~ation· . of. Sett~·e~ identity •. · 
' . . ' . . . . . 

. ....... 
. . " 

.· The·· way· of ' life<impo_ae·d by.· the fur tr'ade gave . ·trap~ers 
. .. .. . : . . . -:-. . . ' . . . .. . . . '· ' . . . 

':; .. a significant ·soc;:i~. arena away. from '"the community.- J;n the 
,... . ' ' ' . ' ~ . . ' . . . . ' 

soc~·al ~nv ironment of' ·th-e\ ~: ~ush • . . patterns o~ soci a1 int~.~~~p­

·tion-· . deve~oped 'which were 'ip~culiar t~ a tr~pping life:,St~~:e, 
. ' . v . 

an~ i ·t is with . particular r'efe'rence to these · .act.ivities, 
. . . 

which ~ook · place outside · the commu~:i ty, that the character 
. \ . . . 

~ 

~£. the - •trap~er' has been ·bui,~t. ··Trappers' •.,_perceptions of 

J:ndians · .. ~re .. ·emb_edded ··in a' ·c~mplex matrix of sYmbols which 
. ( . ' • . . . 

are·. uQed to represent an· .adhe~ence · t ·o the· ·values ·of . ,the 
\ . . . . . ' . ' 

trappi~g l~f~style ·.·when they' are expressed in co~tempor.ary 
• ~ ' ~ 1' ' -

social ·interactioits· •. ·An appi'·eciatiori of both the differ-· , 

~~~e~ · b~·tw~en · ~ indian. and . s~t1(e·~· · bus~ akill.s, .and the hosp~~ . . 

~ . 

. .. 
. ' 

·. ,• 
\ 

' ' I ' 

. ' ~ . .... . 

,. 

.· 

. . 

·. ( · tality, commf:msal.~ty and interdep~nden-ce between .Settlers __ . 
f 

,·t::· .. . ~ a _nd · Indians · i:n: the bu~hi, _are · t ·he· perceptions which aymbo~ise 
'(.:. · .. .. : ... · .... 
~:L:.- : .. the •trapp~r' social . .-character·. However~·. the •trapper' · : :. ·::··· 
~:~-~ . . . . . . .. . 

~: . . . . .. . . . .· . . . . . . , . .. . ' . . r. . .. ,,; 
~(~ . . . •. , ·, . • . , ' . . • , . 'UI~ . , .. . . . ,,:; 
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~ocial character carries with it many perceptions about 
u 

.. 
Settler identity other . than. those spec±f ically about the 

' ' 
~ettler~' relationship w i tlt In-dians. ' 

. The descriptions bel.ow come from three Settl.ers whom I 
·~_.../ . - ..... . .. -. ,:.;;. ' ' 

inf.~+.ewed individually about their lives · ~a tl;'appers, .and 
-~ ) 

show the richness of the cultural heritage that the trappj.ng. 

1 ifestyle affords 'North W~st River ·· Settl era. - E,lerneqts of 

tl}e _three c::onversati.ons have been arranged in order to give 

as ful.l an account· as possibl9 of the t~appere• activities 
• 

_while _ maintaining both the integr~ty of the· -individual · con­

_tributions and _the emphas~~ which the Se~t~er~ ~h·em_se~ves 

-~~ on :_.certain. acti.vit;ie~ ~nd social inte~acti-ons. ~ 

.Al.fred n·unn,~ 74, lives in Downalong. He cut his own 
' ; . ' 

trapline along the· Drunken River valley in the Mealy· Moun-
•' 

tains when he· ~as a young. man, during the peak'' of. the · fur 

trade. He spent :many years trapping in that area before · 
' ~ 

_turningr ~o prospecting ·when the Depression made • trappi~g 

~ unviabl.e. His contributions _give the most detail.ed descrip.; . . . 

·' · 

.. ' ' . 

.. _- --; .. 
__;___..._ .. 

.. ·· . 

. . 

tiona of the trapper's activities in the country • .. · Je~ome o . 

S~arlet is an Up~longer in his late· sixties, all.d trapped. f.or 

seventeen years before the Depression· .. forced him · ·to seek 

another. . occupation. ·. •'George · Be.ech is a Qownalonger in ~is 
mid-fifties, who trapped for a - ~ew years ·with his fath_er, 

' . 
~ - . . 

and ~ow works for . t~ Fe de~~ . Government Depa~tment ·of Crown 

-Lands •. · ·Be was a ·boy of ·thirteen when he first. set out· alon~ 
' 

the·north of the . · - tp tr~p on . _h_is ·~ather's .. tre[lpline,_ ·to· .. 0 • ' ' , I • 

·' ' ___:-.- _ ... 

··~ . . .. ·· ·. ,, 

~q(~ '2": ' ::. ;, ~- • ; ~~ : ; ' ~\ . : ~ : :, i :· ,; : • ' . ·' . :. ' . . • : : ; . ' ;, < ' ,, :: 
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community. , 
. -~ 

· The descriptions begin with ~eorge relati.ng his experi-

ences on the first tr.apping , journey he made alone. . The 

first tr.ip' out alone is a ' rite of passage•3 for 'trappers, 

·and many of those I spoke to showed pride in stressing their 
e ' • 

young · age and ability to overcome the fear that grows out of 
' ·"' . isolatioh . durin~ that initial season. 

' , 

George: ·· · 

;. (I. began trappi~g-) when I was · about· twelve or ~ 
tni~;teen · years ·o1d, Lonely 1 . Fi'rst 'tiJDe I went infl . 
. 'sic) . Nepishish4 with . my· · father, 

. trapping ••• ·.starting·. 2,5th september, 1 n'. I · came 
· back in January;. _,I w·as six weeks on:·my o~n that 

·.- time. ·.: A11 ·. by ·myself, · w.ithout · se~ing my father.· 
· That• s a 1ong: time ·to .9o. ·I · n~ver · got . f~ightened. 
Lonely, 'thoughl _ : Especial1y if ·ydli' re 1aid· up· in 
bad .weather anc:J -- thilt, .. not_.doin'. n~thing :... tired •. . 

.. ·• . . - . . .. " . . . . . ... 
• • ' ·~ ' 0 • • • • • • • 

"T~ Indians· was always out 'in tbe ·woods, them 
_.- days, always in round Nepishish~ \I 1 ~ s..:..e_e them in 

the winter. · (They wou~d) come to · yo.ur ... cabin, 
.sometimes .in the ·night ' time. Not a .person-around! 
and all of · a ·. sudden; a : knock at your door 1· . B ehi 
.Three more Indians. . I was in there one .. time, my 
.firs~. year 'in there;: atJ.d I ·.got the bigge·st fright 
·of my l "ifel · :In the tilt and no.t a soul round, 
then. 811 of· B SUdden round pUllS .th.e tarp , · In' in 
crawls ., n Indian!' Ba ha ·hehl ·· Stayed · ari' · had a 
cup of · ~ea, and talked . and took . off again,. that 
·night, · .. to his camp, · ·.nine hours (lwayl ·Se'd been 

. hunting, chasing _some ___ caribou .down acro~s .and - had· 
come ··across my track and chased· mel He ' ·came in for 
·a cup .of teal :: Th~t fe11er. Selma- he ·· died 'last 
y.ear - Pbil ~P. seJ:ma, . a tall feller. · Be used to be 

.iJ- my buddy 1. B$ 1 d v·i.sit every year - · ~me across from ~ 
Snegamo_ok • . · (Be would. a spend -the)· s-~r ·in· that 

,. area . and he'd · always .come .across •. . A · long way, 
they 1 d .cbme. Awful good, them Indians, . to ·he1p. 

·';rhey 1 d do anythin~ :fo~ you I · You'd go ac*oss to 
their . ·tent, camp ~ where t~ey had their tents ~nd \ ' ,, 
that . - and ·they·1 d ·do anything for you, · Offer· . you . 
a.nything to . eat, cup of tea .and anything, eh?•. ' . =. : . ' . - . 0 

· ?J,f red·a · · ' ' 

--. . . .. 
I • .· . . . 

. .. . , :'; . ...... 
~: '; . .• . ... .~ .. 
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•I trapped over· towards the Gulf of st. Iiawrence, 
ove~ that . ~ay, see? well, I'd meet up with the 
Indians ·over from the Gulf of. St • . Lawrence way, 

· Quebec.. They used to. come . ov~r every year •. They.''d 
come over to Trave~spine . and <fhen · they • d stay\ 
there until about February, I guess."' When .. it got. 
a bit warmer to take th~ families back; then the~ 
moved • em• back - all tpe way back to the ·Qulf of' 
st. Lawrence againl They just .come to Traver­
spiRe,· that's all! The men' d come down ·~ere, 46n 
their fur, and take. their food back eo Traver­
spine. ThEm they • d· haul it all back in the wi~"l' . 
- eo far, and get .. back to where they were land . trap 
then, -see? Stay there and trap, and bunt the 
carib.ou. We ·wouldn't see -Indians until they came 
up from the Gulf · . of St. · Lawrence. And then, 
chance.· time you' 4 see ·them. . . Oh, you would see 
·them at . Traver spine - same . crowd, ov~r from the· 
Gulf\of St. Lawrence. There· were a lot of. them • 

· then~ Quit~ a ~ot'. ·.some of · the.men ·.[would visit], · 
_but they ~ere just 'Pass~ng ·through, · then,. on their 
way out. · · ~hey. had their families with them,· you·. 

_ see. [They . . wouldJ ·travel. with thei:r;.~ families.: I 
s •.pose · ·• twas good for · . thenf =~the·· Indians ~·.: but. 
then they · had ~o h\lnt all-.th~ ·ti'me.;' hunt . meat. 
Try to get meat for the family. .That was a lot of 
work;. ·Trap and get .meat! tThe women used to] cut 
wood, clean the meat, make· snowshoes - everything · 
like! that. Clean the caribou skin. It w..as h~r·d 
work fo.r them all. Imag~pe . ali.L them little sma.li 
children ·out before daylight! ·'Twas cold, · you 
know. They . were well ! dressed, though.· · They 
worked in slow, they. took1 their.· t .ime. With· them - . 
with the Indians - wherever· they wer~ . cau~ was 
home. . They trapped diffeJre.nt froll} ... u~ you see, 
they . might .be ·: one place _one year and pass on . to 
another pla"'ce the next ye~r. au·t we h~d , our same • 
trapl. ine. All our trap·s was there .• " . 

Jerome: 

• [Ttie Indians] may be ·trapping and hunting as they 
go, you see. . [They] stay awhile in one place ...;. 

· trapping, and. then go on for another old deer· or 
something, and stop, . and go on to aQ.other place 
where they . want to stop for a whi~e. And· then · 
they ~tay • there unti1 they : want; to JDove back 
again, ygu know. • But . they_ .used to· thave hard -
times. · They'd get ·down pr~tty low on ·fooq_ - low_ 
down on food a~d hungry. and that kind of stuff, . · 
y'ou- · know. When ·they · come out,. they ·wouldn't· have 
nothing left, . only their pipE! 1 ·They • d be .chew in' 
on thei_r ~pipel , Ah 'hal~· ' · • 
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•(I used to trap ~long) Drunken -River. They used 
to pass'there a lot. Some Inp~ans used to come out 

'- just by where I have to go, just· below • . Different 
_ pl~ces, they used to come. ~ome of them _would 
come from Natashquan. Some more from MUsquaro. 
Some from St. Augustin, Kingan, Seven Islands. 

. All up that way-, with the little small children. 
· Little tiny things walking, you know 1 we• d visit 

tJlem_ when we were passing like that ••••• -they might 
: be right up on ,our trapline, eh? . we 'had to pass 

\ them, you know., go 'in . their tent, talk with them, 
have something to eat. · Good. Very . good. ·Awful 

. kind! · Good people. ~onderful kind people. . If 
you go to their tents they coUldn't do enough for 
you. 

•I. almost .alW!llys ~ught myf · sled· [and snowshoes] 
· fro~ the Indians - the ones from St. Augustin or 
the ~es in Mud Lake. There· were a · lot of Indians 

. ih ·Mud ~ake'"S · That• s wher,t. I'd buy •·em. They wer~ " 
gooti t;.o• haul, .smooth. Some of · · them [snowshoes] 

. , , had -1 ittle smal:l beaver . ta~ls, you know. Oh, · that· 
.. w~s good snowshoes! · Lignt, · ~nd they were better 

to t.Walk. They was 'really close.:...knit;.ted - 'the 
· · beat; (.paw] on~s. But thos~ long-tailed ·ones . were 

no · _good . to us · people, not a _bit of good •.. When 
you• re haul in • a sled, you've· got to get close : to 
·the· sled, eh? Right... close to: ,it. But with· the 
lOng~tail~d SnOWShOeS YOU C0uldn 1 t have I er ' ClOSe 
b~ause the . nose yf ·the sl~d would be ' on· top of, 
the snowshoes the wnole time. . No· good, _·you see? 
When .you·• re haull.ng, you trip yourself all the 
time with tbatl- But the· short ·-ones wide ·and 
short - they . were the ·best. · - . ~ 

Jerome a ' 
--_ "They~ [the -:Indlans] .-we're .good old fallers, you 

know! · ~ lot of firie old 'fellers . qnd all of that 
· kind of .st:uff.·· we alwa!fs usea. to hell:, them out in 
the country. ~hey wanted .something from us, and we 
wo'uld · give it, . as long as .we ·bad ·enough. You._. can• t _ · 
alw~ys, .though- you'd ·have no.thing left .. for your­
self, you know. But they was· good in the· bush .and 

·that "'BJiea. ·If you needed .eomething and they, had 
it.... And it would . go l~k·e that~ .· aut, _ 'Uhl 
That's the only way you can survive in the . country 
~ -one man to a another, and 'stuff like that. ' "Even 

. ' goJ:ng . Up in Canoe - . 1_ e . might t~p OV,eJ:' ·. I_ n I YOU I d 
lose a lot of _ y9ur food. I know o~ some 
times~ .... we 1 d - ~ive ~·little - bit_ of this and a 
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• 
lJ.ttle bit of ~hat, everybody'.d . give a ,little bit 
of this tnd. a little bi·t of that, you know 1 Then 
he [the ,per~o.n with the upset canoe] _got enough 
food. You see what I me~n, eh? -- Well, you know, 
getting wet. flour is 0.1(. It dries out and .-just 
gets hard • . _ Then you've got a flour ba9 like .plas­
ter! Insige or o.utside, it. couldn't get any 
wetter! ¥0u could (eat it] if you had to. If you 
r~n out, you~d have to. All .you have to -do is get 
some hot water and mix it up and make flour soup! . 
Hal -- And th~t's the way it works, •cause a guy 

. could ·lose every damned thing;. eh? Case like 
that, you might have· to come ~ack · - give up and 
start over ~ga~n. That -was the way it workedl• 

' . 
Alfred: 

" 
-"''Twas a wonderful life tpough, trapping! If I . 
had my life again, I.' d do it. We lived on the meat 
[we caught]~ . We 'start ea-ting meat i'n t.he fall and 
w~ eat meat until we get. nomel Oh, .we coul~n't -
-ttake too· much, you kn9w i , Used .to take flo_ur .and 
baking powder and st.9ff, you .'!!'!OW. · Little. dried 
thi,ngs like ra~·sins, , and perhaps · sometimes some 
apricots • . · _Something 1;_ke that, you know. -We ate 
·little of that, though.· Few: raisins_, · . t:ice -~ Ri'ce 
is good. · I 'mean, cice·. - you colll.d make. a good pot· 
of ric:e · soup, ~ thEm - takes a ~ery little 'rice. Up . · 
through Kenam~ River · to Drunken River. we· had ·to 

.porfage :six miles up the_··si'de of a hill, until you 
· get up on the topl - You get· up o·n the top~ ~ and y_ou . 

ge,t a long s1ope down to _the ._ ri'{er .a That was 
good,· . going down gradually. That wa~·awful good 

. to ·see, like the . battle was over. But ·it took 
·about · ~.ive · trips. . You- do· it in ·five t .rips - · 
that's with four loads of the food, and one wit~ 
the · ca~oe. Heavy loads, though! All you could 
take there. " IJ · 

. George: 
, . . 

"Find. your way through, blaze a tree every now and. 
then •• :~ that,!.s alll Follow water, mortt or less. . 
In· the ·end of it ,you make a . path [traplineJ. • \. 

Alfred: · . 
1 • 

"E~ery man -had .his. trapl-ine, and nobody · bothered 
another man•s .trapline. Oh nol . Might ta~e · a skin 
of f .ur ~nd hang it up there f _or you1 if you're. 
passing. · Might. see a sk.in of fur in· somebody' a. . · 

· trap,~ you'.d hang it up and . set the tr,ap aga~_n. ·. 
~ut · you wouldn't go no closer. I mean you 
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wouldn't go no closer to the tra~, . because, if you 
did, perhaps the Q~her trapper might not know why 
you come there, where his . trap -is. Very particu­
lar~. you see. Th·at ·was your trapline. That was 
the way · you had to make money. That waft it. No 
whys ·and bothers.~.enough of that! -- And that's how 
iJ: should be yet 1 ·, 

I 

, . 

·•You were busy all the time, you kiJOW • You had to 
bake bread · every night. Cook your meat and bake 
your bread. And t ,hen skin your furs·. Some nights 
you'd be up perhaps 'til after twelve o• clockl· 
Then up again around £our, get ready for the next 
day-. Have breakfast and get ready. YoLi. keep ali 
the ··fur just skinned, and put it. in a bag .and hang 
it outdoors · all the time, un·ti~ you get back to 
the main cabin. ~d then you put them out on the 
boards, you see. You had to be .careful how yo-u 
thawed ··y~ur fur, too. That .was something you had 
to be very careful abou~. On ·a9coun~ of ~eat, eh? 
If there'S· too much heat, then it mak·es your furs 
.curly, see? But · .. if· you thaw·.it right you ·don't 

. get, that. - · Be~t way is to thaw it : is. in a · ba"g. _ 
-~_.P.._..u .... t.._!.it in .a cot~on bag and ·let· them th"w that way. 

Not. too .. much 'heat, a goo,d way from the stov.e. 
' ' \ . - . . .... 

•working hard, coming out · every . day • . . You ha:d . to 
travel· every . \Jay. . You had a lot . of· ~r.aps, you 

-know.- You..,.,.aidn• ·t just have· a day - : •twas over ~d; 
ov-er, day after day. · . I ·had a · ~ot .. of ·traps!' · Early 

· in the morning, there I was.; · canipi.ng·.-_in my tent, 
or·· in t.ilt, ·too. Y~u' d never let the fire _go out. 
~ou'd sleep .in between the fires. -Then whe~ you 
get up in · the morning,· your stuff ·was ·prQpew.ly 
dried. Take down camp and ~ove somewhere e~se. 
Cold, some. mornings, breaking camp; Cold and 

\Cold!. But·it's all. right, ·after. 'Twas cold, but 
lfter you 'get off hauling a .little bit, you get 
right warm. Then you had to dig out the tr·aps, 
you-. know. .·Take , them out of ·. the snow an.d re-s~t· 
.~hem •. · . Lots . of. tb,CJl Let" me· see now ·- one, two, 

. three ••• four., five, . sixl That· · was all the way 
round~ ·. ·x had six tilts~ .But then I had ~ays off 

. bes;l.des that. I might have a day off another way, 
you ' see~ Back ·tO one tiltl tw6 nights at that 

· plac.e. · . There was always •••• everybody, I 
thi.nk ••••• had. in :.their path, the trc~pline, · ··a < day 
off~ · · Take a whole, day to go ·out. and come· back. 
That · was !n ·the' old··martin ·days. . In ·the old . days 
when I trapped, the martin was plenty . - like now. 
·They wen.t away. Well I s • pa.se there was s·o many 
~~appers ' : ·os well~ Well, you take it, now. - ·people 
trapping right fr~ here, right oyer the bay, .an.ci 
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· right up, way up past Churchill Falls. Trapped 
· right the way.,tthr~ugh - a path on one side of the 

river and perhaps a path on the other side - all 
the whole ways up, so there was . a lot-.of- fur 

.. caught~ The tf.appers went right in t:o trap. " Go 
up there •·n• boys used to go in thete in September 
~nd not come out 'til the middle of January. Oh, 
yesl There was a lot of· trapping. And a . lot of 
fur c~ught, tool Lots of fur. : 

• • 
wi~ must have been in about 1959 I s'pose,, later 
than that I guess _[when trapping slackened off]. 
About thirty fi,ve ye_ars_- ago. The price of fur went 
down r went right down, ·rock bq~tom. Cats, lynx -
everything.· Went right down. That was.around the 
S~cond World War~ · just after that, eh? That's why 
~~~~~~o~ g~re it up. CBuld~t do. nothing with 

'i:'' 
I , 

Jerome: 
! - ,~. . 

•well, .'what cQanged everything· was when the fur 

.. , 

we~t right dowp. t.tt.-nothing - qouldn •_t make :a . l -iv-
ing on it, - see? That's the rea-son a· lot· ~ of people 
wer_e · ·giving- .:_up, you see, t;>·eca·us~ .they ·couldn'.t ·.\ . 
make a living~·on it. ·. Myself_, ·I couldn't make. a 
liv.ing . on :i , and · keep the· family, you~ Know; I 

. ~or ked at ~it, -and _then, one . winter, . I 'went up · .. the r 
· river · and I ·got quite a bit of _fur. You -couldn 1.t . · 

make no . · .. m_oney . o~ · ,it, .__-_you : ~couldn'_ t make . a:· 
1-iv i~g •••• ·• ~o .. YQU . had 4:o giy.e it . up, or [starv.e] • 
T~e base was· here then, see,~ and I st~rted· w_p.rking 
on the base~ . And, in . . the··spring of the_ year,· they 
[other Set.tlers]. would go duck: huntiitg.;.; •• and we 
were . in there· workin', artd - · 01\,1. God1 '- I wished 

·the hell I was tOUt there .too·, y.ou know! . (Laughs) 
. . - .l:"' 

' 
-. 

' . 
' 
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' . 
•you get over that after a· whi~e, you know l Yes, ·\. 
I ·got over that - trapping. ~- Oh·l And then it's. 
not so bad. I was ma'iing some ootl pay - not too ....... 
much at the end;- but it · s emed like a lot of ~ 
money! You coul.d buy a lot for· a little ~ - money, 
anyway. Now, you go_t to pay a lot of money_ . fot a 

~ little, eh?• (Laughs) 

'4-fre~: 

·~one of~ sons ever -saw .i~ _[the trapline]l The 
price of fur · went ··r-ight down. -Low- pr·ice, very 
.very · low - $2 for a · mountain· . cat stick. . Well, 
since . theJ1. - I w·as ·to~· old. to go· back .then. Oh, it · 
was py far~~ be~t [way~~ lif~)l . . Still is for 
me, but J; can• t -~o . nothing about it · now .. - a man 74 
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years of age ••••••• I 'don•t know wh~t to say about 
it, but it was a wonderful l~fe. But trap right! 
Go and stay .in until. January_ ar sometim~ 1 ike 
that, you kn~w. stay all f~ll and come out in the 
winter. · Go in ' by canoe ·and come back on 
snowshoes. · · No radios or ilothing •••• like we use.d . 
.to go. Might get a let:ter citrce ip· a while, you 
know. . rf .. we were ~ucky, . if someone was coming up 
behind you, -·y~u might get a ~etter in October! . 
•oh, ·-y.·~r (People. trap these daysl, but you "can 
call it a little bit I . 'l'hat • s all it i .s.... You 
don• t go off these days unless y~u go,· off C?n ski­
doo!. What I·think I'd rather be doing is walking! 
I trapped a long· time. Started w~en I was thir­
teen, going with my bi;other., eh? 'l'hat' s a long 
time. some Y.ears I ·• d get some fur, some years I • d 
get, . nothing. · Everybody .'was like that. But. most 
·of~en ·the minks. Sometimes .the martin, or the 
fox. · Martin- ·was··a bett'er- price. tha.n a fox • . ·Not ' 

. · as· good. ~s the minks~ .though. And martins, . they 
·' _were _good t~o •. But I .don•t · know. I _· know nothing 

,about it this year. • · · 
J' . . . ·' . 

Jeromez ; . . · 
. : ' 

' . ~Yes,. it• s like· that . now ._· [people using· snowmo:.: . 
. biies]. ·· At one time, it wasn•·t .l -ike that, eh? . 

The only -ones who know· what it: was' l.ike. ·when . · you 
wasn• t .--trapping. with . skidoo, .you· know ' ~ all -. tha~ 
kind_· of .stuff, · is . the people that · . did it.; · Now, 
you· can go off on skido~, .and . as long as ·you ~~1). 1 t 
break down, it• s ·like a pleasure trip; · if. ··the 

·going is · good - . the weather and all that ·. kind of ·· 
stuff! In a couple of hour·s, ·you•re up ·_.to my cabin 
up there_! ·I rem8Jilber· going 'up from· Red River. It 
to~k ·three . days to get up ·to Naskapi - R~ver, haul-
!~~~-i\avy . loads,· y_ou k~ow, . _an~ tha~• ~ ~~e d~ffe~- ~-

' : G~r~a - \ ~ 

.· -
"No. . No one goes Q·ut that far. ·_ No one uses . ~he 
country now ..;. _ not · that· far, . no. · No one ·-goes in 
the country nowaqays·. · ·No one traps _. .-for . l.l· _lJ.v ing 
any more;. ••• ~ • · r . · ; ·• .-

- . 
~ 

f 

\. 

I. 

I 
r ... 

. The descriptio~ 91ven · aboy-e ~ig~light ce~taln · .. actiyi-. 1

1 . ties . common to Settlers who ·.worked· tra:plines._, It - be~omes 

a~parent .fr~ the :descriptions .:above that the _t~appipg .w.ay: 
... f , • 

I . . ·. 
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• 

~s, appealing · to ~he ~ettlers of 

aJsociated-· with this traditio~ 
I 

earns the respect of all of,the Settler community, and trap-

pin~· imagery ia 'a strong element in the development• of con-

temporary Settler id~ntity. Several . of these trapp~~ 

activities have become pertinent to the social character of 

• trapper.' 

. . 

The older members .o~ the f9mm~nity' ~ho traFped remember 

that differences between . Intlian a·nd settler harvesting cus- · 
~ . . -~ . 

toms were -reco9nised and respected dur.ing -~he. ·-early d'a~s of . 
. . • ~- # . 

.. , . .. 

. 

. .. ,., 
. .. ~ 

.' ' .. 

.. : ' 

. - · 

. ~·' ···.: 
... .. • ' 

' . 
.:... "\:: .'. 
~ 

· , . . . . 

.. . . 
- ~ 

.. . 
... 

. . . . I . ' ·I . . 
trapping (for example, the main aptiv it~ for · the Indi·ans was .. · ~ 

-· .. ';'4 ' l' . • :: • ·~~ ~ 
hunting rather than trapping,_ -.a~d---~ice -~·ersa . fo~: Settl_~rs, . .. .· . >;; 

the Indians'. mov"ed ov~r · lp.rge areas ·i:~ diff~rent .seaso~s · and · . . .-. ,· ... ~·; 
, ' \ • • ' 

0 
• ' , , ~ ; 

0 
' , • ' • I 14"•"',i' 

-from ye.ar to .year·, wllile· th~ ,se.ttlers .we.re. attached . ··to· ·one ·. . ·. :.<i·: 
' ' f J. • • ;, • •' ' ' :' I ' o o' , - . ' ' ' ' ' , ' ' • ·~~' 

trapline, and · ,the Indians · t-ravel.le·ci· with _their; _fainiifes : . · .. ... . ._ 

rath~r . th~~ lu.one, · or ~ith' other .hunters). This respect ." ~as __ - ·· , . .. :_:X 

seen by the trappers as symptomatic of a rel~tionship of · 

interdepe·nd~rice between. settl~rs .. -and Indians while· ·both . 
g~o~ps . _subsisted in the co~:~ntry_, .. and ·it was symbolised· ~~ 

commensality 4nd . ho;&pitaiity. Setti·ers relied .on IK:ldi'-_ns .to 
' . . , 

prov_ide. too~s, · $uch as· snowshoes~ ·toboggans and knives, ana ·: 

to- ~re~~e car·i~~u h~de. fot leggirlgs; _' boots ~nd ·mitts, ·all -. 

" 
,.- . 

> " ' I < 

' . ' 

",. .. 

. . -

. ·. - . 

of which "'ere ·esseneial for ·trapping. Indians lncreasfngly .... 

relie~ on gooda tr.ilded from ,settlerS i~ thie ~t~; or 
0
fr0.. · . . >. .:,; 

the. :·posts. ·. ·. suppli~s w~re limited by the . fa.c::t that . ~b·e jour• ·- . . ·~:· . -~·: :·~; 
,. I ' 

ney into .the· ~o.untry· was made by canoe and f.oot, ana it was 
. .: .~ .. ; ~· 

, .,., 
.. . . • ; . 

': :.:)·.:-.;: 

. 1... . . . . . ;· -~~ ':{. 
'',I 
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often necessary to sha~e these ae~re supplies with ·others 

who had run .short qr lost their supplies .'thJ:ough some misad­

venture. Indians frequently traded hides and skins for food 
. . 

•' I 

. ·. 

.·, 

wh~n they met trapp.ers in · the bush, sometimes using the ·.·· 
. . * 

Settlers they ~e~ regularly as · middlemen . traders, ~hus ... 
averting the need .·to travel out to a trading post.6 

. J ~ 

. Likewise, during _!:~e long periods spent in the country, . 

\. 

~ ~eighbo.uring Indians and Settl.ers provided necessary supi;x>rt 

· in difficult ti~e~ for _other~!~~- ~solated i~divi\i~als. ao·s~ 
· pital~ty· · was impo.rtari't in ~ -.. spar'Bely inhabited -:c~~ntry; ... and 

. the. ~!~i-ts-' ·.9f. Pe.~i?le ~ra~ping .'an~ hunting · ~.n .. th'e . vicihi ty · . 
' • • ' • -: : ' • \ J.. • • ~ • ' • • • • ' : • ' ' f( . . . \ . . . . . . . .. . . 
were ·welcome· hi·ghl~ghts in an . other'fise lonely . existence:· for . 

' . ' . ', . :: . . ' ' . ·. ~ .' ' ' . '. . ' . . . . . . '. . 

-
. ~ 

. . . . ~ ... 

~ . ·:the· trappers·~ · The·· ~.iisit~ .. ·of ·~uddles• who. were · on th~ir . tazay.· < ·· 
.' . . . . '. ~- . . ~. ' . . . . . . \ .·. 

. -::· 

betw'een. th~· .~o'st and . th,eir camps· - us·u~lly . mearit an excliange ' . 
: ' . . . ... . ' . : . . . . . ~ .· '.. . . ~ . .. . . . . . . . ' . . . '' . . ~ . ' 
Of J1eWS am~ goods· • . . 'Friendships ~ often ·f~rmed 'between· certain 

Setti'~rs j and _Indian, - who ~r~uented the same di~tdct~ in­

.the count y ·, and a. patter~ of · .-vi_siting deve~oped between 
. . 

· neighbour 
~ 

in :which · : ;_~e · tim~ of day-was · a less · impo~:tant · 
·:' · . 

. criterion f9r .visit:ing. th,an was .. the ··proximity 'of a ' . tilt . or 
- ; '· J ' . .. . . • . . . . .. 

~am~ t ·o a 
1
.route being taken by jc).urney.ing tra~pe'rs · and Indf~ ,_ 

• • . I • / 

ana.. · f . ..: 
t 

•. 

Familiarity . with this fo:rm of social · interacti
1

on, and 
. . . ~ ... · ., ~ ·, ~ . .:· · . ' . . . . . . - . . . .· ' ' . 

th~ . f·rie~dah.ips.:.enstiing f ~om it, hav~ become f .ea.tu.res of the,. 
. . . . . ' - ' . 
• trapper.' . .' s~¢ial ·-~haracter ~bleb ... ~re . displ.~¥ed . 1n . social' ' 

' 
inte·ractiona among . Settlers in. ·contempOrary .· North ·. ·w.est 

. . . . 

. . f" : ., 

. .. ·: '; ·. 

. · . .. · •'".' . 
;;;_::.-: ... · · ·. River .... ··.India~ · . • buddies• .. -' are _mentioned in conversati'ons . · ·--
:~~-~; \~, : •• • ' ' ' ' o • 'i ' • ' I • t ' ' .- • _- , 

~1~~;l~~h.:;:.~-,,;. •_;:{~<.:. :: ;,._ tf:. _; ,; ,_.i;( ·. -... :::: .•. --· < •. / ;: : ; •.:· :~ ... :. ;-:-( . :· ! . : ., ··---· <.:, ·--·. ; : .-.-· /.:, : .. ,. ;, .·~ .; -.~ : ; -h' i __ ,~ 
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between individuals who wish to espouse a 'trapper' social 

charact_er, and, ·in turn, the 'trapper • is seen by the other 
~'::') 

Settlers who are taking part in the"-soci·al inter~cti_on as · 
' . ' ' -...:.. 

disp1aying an ~ffiltation with a tradition which is impor-

tant to Settler identity. Knowledge of the partic~lar 

skil~s associated with trapping, and of 'bush' sk1l~s· · 1n 
\ 

general, are; ~so discussed among those aspiring to be seen 

as 'trappers' in contemporary ~ocial contexts. 

Settlers with -trapping experience gained during the fur 

trade --take pri~e. in. kno~ing how to "t:-rap , right" - that is, 

without such · mechanica1 aids as snowmobi~es, aic.craft · ·and . ', . 

- radios. This £~rm~of trapp~~g ~s thought t~ ~e outmoded ' by 

those .. se.ttlers wh6 .trap for ·recreation nowaci,s, . . and .: ~h~ .. 

pr~f~~en'?e· . fci~; usi.i-lg · ox: not uslnci ~uch mechanical aids 

· creates a d(s~inction between the o~der trapP.er's and 

settlers .who trap today. The older trappers mournt~he. loss . , 

of ;1 way of ~ife wJ:~ich _hall been denied to the· younger .. ··. \ . 
; 

members of Nor,th West River. This way of life ga~e the paf--
ticipants the opportunity to conform to a set of ;eultural 

. ... . 
ideus and express · values which were cu'lturally important. . . . ... - . . 

'cutting and working a trapline -was a test of strength and 

endurance · 
. . . 'f . . 

for young men whose live.s . were shaped along _their . . . ... . 
. . . Q " . . . . . 

fur _paths, ·. and· the wbol~ community celebrated · the seasonal 
. .. 

· events· and aotivities dictated by · the tr~pping way· of life • . ·· · 
. . · I . , . , . . . ·[- . . . 

..._) . , . . . ' -~ .. ~ . . . . . . 

By e~pousing the • tropper' · soc1u· · cba:racter, younger 
. . - ~·. 

community members -are c1aiming ·an affi1iation w~h tbe · ~st 

· f . 
·"'- . ~;J · .· :- • 'I 

~= .. . ·} '· . ·. 
.· .~ / / 'J 

·.· 
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"\ . 
through which they .can. strengthen their contemporary social 

identity. They lay al.aim to the social character through 
. \ . 

the experiences~£ their fathers, and also by virtue of the 

. fa~--t~~ny of them trap for recreation; so .have .some ----knowledge of trapping as an activity. 'J;'hus,· the social · 

. Character .. Of I brapper 1 Can be eSpoUSed by t~Se WhO ·did nOt 

partake in trapping as an ·econom'ic activity, arid, as will . be . ~ 

seen in the following chapter; the role of the.economioO 

trapper becomes divorced from the developing social charac­

ter of _.· •uappe~.· · 
. \ .. 

.. . ' . 

. ·. 

.. . 

- . ' :. :. ~ 
~-~ > ,• • • • 

.:· . . 

. The · aim of· this ·chapter · has been to ·show. haw the ~ ·· . ' . 

economic ··. -~'ctiv :ity ·.'. o'f tr'appin~ ~ ~a's pro~ided _the l:nir~d~en~s l > . ·. '· 
' . . . ' . 

·. -~ f~r th~ devel,.opment ·of ·:the • t~apper• s~cial. character. The 

. · . a·n-~ly~is :h~s ·shOwn · hoW .. th~ \s~~i&l. ~haract~r of ·· the ·• trapper• 
. . . 

- .· - .. . . . ~ 

···: 
' . . \ . 

· c~rries with it· . 8ymb~ls of ·a past which is seen as unique .. 
/ . ~· · . .. . . . 

and -colourful_ by contemporary settlers._ To encode th~ .sym-
• ..,_ • ' I ·:t. ' 
bol~sm of the· •trapper• in social interactions, then, . is_ to 

. . . ·. . - .. . r . • · . 

invoke · sentiments ab~ut the past which defin~ Settler iden; 
• 1 '• 

. . . 
. . 

tity in. te.rms ·of . a trapping existence, .·and whi~h, thr~~g~ t ·· 

,. . 
. ' . 

... · :. the experiences of·. the t~apper·,. coopt Indians as friends and · 
·. 

·.~· ... 
comrades in _an- arena · dutsj..de the commWlitY. . . . . . . The trappers~ ... ' 

'.. ' ' I .' 
pe;rcep"£!ona . of ··. Indians . as fr;iends_ b_ecom~ . impo_rtant · in th.is 

• • • • • ,•. . . ' • ·, J ' •• · · - _, '. · ~... . ~ 

context, _and the complex 11ature of . ethnic! ty in Settler 

_, - .soci'a!. ~xperienc~ -become~ ap~re~.' 
' . . 

. ' 
· .. ' 

;. .-· .... . 
.. ·. ~ .. 
;i>~· . : \ ' 
?.-: ... , :. Tne· c~a.nge . in oc~upation~ . ~~ich le~ to a . more sedenta~ / 

. :··· . .. ·: ' . , · existence · for . · the· .. settlers,'- cr.eated cha~g~s - both in their- "' · 

~~~~~;~ •. ~~ ;,[:, -;; ; i;:; : ··~:, :.: .•.. ·' ;. ,i, :!:. ~;. ': .. :; : ' ' ,;•;' .'\ ' .· :/ _. • .•.. • •. } •... ·.· .••. -•····•••. • ... -~ ·> ... : _; ' ..• _· .•• : ~ ••• ~·-. . :1:.: ..... ;<)~ 
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perceptions of_ Indians and in their relati_ons with Indians. 
.... 

The . transition from a b~sh-orientedt transhumantic economy 

to sedentarisation is explored in the next chapter. 
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ENDNOTES If'' 

1. In Labrador~Indians did· not· trap on a regular· basis for 
the Budsonts -~ay Company, a~d certaioly did not make 

_trapping their· means . of earning a living, as the 
•settlers did • . As· we have_ seen, te Hudson's Bay Company 

encouraged settlement and encouraged settlers to · trap, 
as they were more readily manipulated to suit the needs' 
of the Company than ~he nom~dic Indians would have 
been. . Setf cba t~r above. 

2 •· enceforth are pseudon~ms. 

3 • :this .term in · .the strictest sense which 
·van Gennep intended, since there · are . no specific 

.4. 

· ceremonies associ~ted with the trapper• s first . trip 
inland;· . "otber . than · the cEtlebratlons which usually 
ma'rked the beginning · of the aU:tunin journey inland,·· > .. -$t;heir ·_departure was .. accom~nie~· · by ·the firing · ~f 

t' guns), and · their Chris~mas return· ·· cwhen ther.e we~ 
. square-dances . · ··1n the community)'··. a~d . te~sing p~ 
. .seasoned ~ellow trappers. Women, often ·sweethear~s ·or 
· .sisters, would make small items associated wit.h trap­

pi~g, . such. as -a • p-rog ba:'g' ·ca small decorated pouch · for · 
carrying .. shot, tobacco, · twine -· etc~ -or gun case,· ~o 
give as gifts, a1 though this was not ~ece,sarily' for . 

· the trapper's first-trip. -- . ' .· . 
. A lake· north. of the comuuutity, .but 'the name is also 
used-. ·! to . refer to the •fitmt.ing and trappi~g country 
around the'l~ke. . ' ' ' . ' ' .. a 

I' 

s.. The amall Settler community of Mud Lake was often .the 
first stopping~place for trappers on their .way to tfa~ 
lines . ,along. up the --Hamilton .- (or 'Grand) · · Ri~er. 
O~twarq-bound trappers · took . stock of their supplies 
here, and it signall~d ~he .ena· of ' the jo~rney for 
returnj.ng trapper·s, · often prov-JAlng much-needed food 

·,· and abel tar;,. The . Indians passeq through the community 
... on their way to the North Shore ot Quebec •. 

' . . 
6. The. Set~ers who had cabins along . G. rand. Lake bought 

furs from the groups of - Indians~ho passed on their way 
_. · · south, ·and traded these furs ·in wilh · their · own furs 

when thef ne~t went -to the. post. at -North .west River . 
. ' . . 
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-Chapter Six-
'\ 

BRIDGE APAR'l'z , , ~ 
The Effects of Sedentar~sation ~ 

Occupational Change on Perceptions of 
.Indian/Sert er Relations in , 

Nort west River 
. . . . . 

* * * 

The. present . chapter examines change~ in Se~tler perce~ 

tiona of Indian/Settler 
' 

relations which occu·rred as a result •· 
of the 'change· undergone by .settlers from a trapping way of 

life to town-based 
\. I ' 

life~tyle .· with adm-inistrative and 

. _ .servi~~or·iented . ~c~upa~ions.. It· c~nt.rasts . the . pe.r~eptions 

. ~that )h~. evolved, from the life_s~yle .of the trappe~~, which . 

·were explored in .the last . chapter, .with th.os.e ~ that hav~ . 
.· ~ . 

developed. since sedentarisation. and the changes in occupa-
• . 0 • 

This contr:·ast call be· m·ade on two level'S. Firs~ly; as . 
. ~ . 

a result of sedentarisation, the perceptions that the older 

community .members (who once trapped) hold of Indians of the 

past are different to those t~ey hold of In4ians of . the 

present, and these·· changes in perception . are examined • . 
Secondly, intergenerational differences - in perception . 

. { 

.b~twee.n older ·and .younger membet s of the community are 

·· explored. ' · · . 

Several consequences fo~low .from the transfer of oocu-
-

pacion from outside the COJIUDUnity to within,-· the town. Most 

ec~nomic_ activity durihg the fur ~rade period took place in · 

the country, whereas .nowadays 

•' ·. ': · .. ~· . .· .'~ · . ~~ .. t . .... ~ • ., ., • • · ';, , • l ~. . • •• 

the . economic 

•. 
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activity of the community is confined to the ·town. Seden-

tarisation, · thf~' has meant a significant change in the , 

arena· of both economic a·nd so<rifi activity for the older 

~ettl~rs and ·the bush arena, which represented the area of 

ecoJJomic and special social activity for the 'trappers, ·has 

been lost to .those whose ocQupations k~ep them within the 

town. This-has resulted in a change in the patterns of . . 

social interaction between Settlers and Indians. Visiting, •• 
hospitality and commerisality, which were . -characteristic of 

, 
bush~. -life, do not occur ·between Indians ana Settlers in 

. , 
town. ~& 

. . 
T~e change_. irithe economic.aren, has ·effecte~ ~oth the 

. perceptions . of . -~he ··old. tra.ppe.rs, and the .perc.eptions of the 

younger co~unity . meJDb.;rs. In thei-r . percep~ions, ~ ' t~ 
trappers ·refer to their former trapping lifestyle, whereas . . . 

in the · perceptions. develope~ by th~ · y_ounger ~ettlers, who 
. 

ha~e seldom ~~perienced the_ social relations which went· with 
. I . 

a trapping way "o.f life·, no such references ~re · inade·. The ·. 
t . 

change in . perception · due ·to .sedentar is~tion, then, can be 
• . I 

traced ' througbo~t the lifespan of the older members of the 
\ • ..., • ; 0 • •• • • ' I 

community (when they -reflect upon the. diffe~enc~s that they· 
• : . - ' • • • ll 

· perceive 'between the -Indiabs ~£- ~bday a~d the .. Indians .· they 
. . . { . . . . . . . . . ~ 

once knew i~ · th~ C:o!Jntry) , a~d it · can ~so be ti:aced wibh 

reference to ·tlie· .. · generati_9nal differences in perceptio~. · 
., . 

which are ~xpr~ssed by older· me~er~ - in contrast to.younge~· 
. I . . 

members ·in ·the community. \ 
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The l .oss of the 1 bush 1 environment as an arena for 
~ 

social interactiQn (between Settlers and Settlers, as well 
. . 

as between Indians -and Settlers) ~epresents one side of · the 

change due to sedentarisation. The gaining of the town 
\ 

~vironment for social interact~on represents t-he other side 

- of the change. Sedentarisation for both Settlers and Indi­

a~s- bas meant that both g.ro~ps are in year-long social con­

tact which is no 
0 
longer based solely upon ~he pur.sui t o~ .. 

economic activities ~nd the concomita~t skills, which -was 

the· c.ase in the country. In fact, the physical proximity of · 

the ' two" groups has resulted in an -~ncre~sed.,s.ense of ~epara-. . -
' . . 

tion ·between Indians and Settlers. The . potential - for · . . . 

'inte~-gro·up .t~nsions ·has .' ir1creased ·now. th~t-~ bo-th :Indians and •· 
I 

Settlers are ·sedentarised year-round. Rather than become a 
, 

combined and heterogeneous communi~, the tw~~ -9roups ·nave 
\ 

sought to retain and exacerbate their. distinct cultural 

identities. In the context·of the town. environment, the 

physical separation of the two coinmuni ties (I\ldia,n and 

set~ler) by the river. also became an important syMbolic 
'-

separation, and the· building of . the bridge has. focussed~ 
. . 

possibility attention on this symb~lism. Whereas the of 

. co~flict between · these two di,stinot groups . sharing an 

env'ironment remained implicit · in ma~y of the count'ry activi-
• 0 ' • 

~ies, the tensions have become much more overt within thp . 

town·environment, and the b~idge represents a breach in an 

otherwise s~fe bounda~Y. betw~en the .t~ groups. 
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In the conversation below, Alfr~d, the Oownalong · 

trapp~r who was i~troduced in fhe.las~ section, remin~sces 

a~out ·c~nvers~ng ijrinnu Aimuhl/with the Indian friends he 

had ,in the .Pf~ Since both Settlers and Indians have 

become sedentart, he has lost contact with these friends: 

' 
' •I ·used to talk one ti~e, yea~s ago. But I can't 

talk ~o no one no _more. It's Gifferen~ince they 
got •• (settled) ••• I don't k~ow. - ~hey seem ~o speak 
different or something. It's the same Indians, 
but ·the·re• s some of them from Davis tnlet who 
speak 'gui.te a bit different - quite a lot dif- .. 
f~rent.2 But I <talked to the old people, and they 
spok~ different. · I Jilean, perhaps they- spoke dif­
ferent because it was me, eh? Because I was talk­
;ng to tbe~ •• But I could sit down and· tal~ to ; the 

.old pe·ople . ~ery goQd, you know! Anyway, I'.ve . Been 
away . from them ·a11. .I do~ t know any now, just a · 
.few old. people.· 'Thos\a young. peopl'e across . . the 
river, I .·don•t .even k~ow who ·they aref See them 

.. in,the store, that's all •. Chance ·one witl ... come 
amr- spea·k" · to. me th~t I know. Old peopl~, I .. can 
t~lk to them. But there's a .. very few .· left. · I 
speak .to the older'. ones, not '.the younger . ones. .I 
don• ~ mlx wi.tbJ them very .mu~h, ·you · know. U . don't 
go over , there. .. But .. the ·old people was aw_ful 
friendly, you know. J\Wful; f·riendly people. If I 
s~es the~, or anything lik·e .that, · (they are) awful· · 

·glad to see ~e. S~ill ·glad to meet· me. · I'm glad 
~to . meet· .them, ·toe)! Chance time a man might ·come 
to ithe ·house .to. see . me. I was re.ared. up :and 
pl~yed w~th . them, you know• ·~laying all day long, 
only had time to· ~at. ~hooting .with the bow and 

. ' I Arrow, and 1 football. Then baseball,· had that an 
awful lot~ ' It· was different then • . Plenty of fish 
and trout, salmon;• . · 

. . ' 

Alfred is translating ·. the change between past and -

present .forms- .o,~ in~er~ction that he has. engaged- ~n with · ' 

Indians - ~previously·,. with· Indians. in ·the bush~ and now, 
. ' 

. . ~i~h .. Ind.iana .· in' the co~uni·ty .:. i~to the diff.icW. ty ·he has: 
: . . . . . . . ~ ' .· ~ . . . ·. '\ . ~...... . 

in speaking Innu Aimun' wi~h I~dians in ~he present · (in the 
• a. . . . • 

commUnity) comi?arec(.wtth the' ease .ohe · . ~~perie~ced b~ speaking 

... . . 
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Innu Aimun in· the past (with acquaintances in the bush). He 

rarely sees an Indian in the community today, where~s he 

played with the~ as ,a child and they were bush ~pani~ns _ 

when he trapped. Thus, his percepti.ons of old Indians 

differ· from his perception of young Indians,' and his perce~ 
" tiona of Indians of the pa~t az;e different to the· _percep-

tions he has of the Indians of today. If these ~iffe~ences 

are examined more closely, it is possible to trace them to a 

difference f~lt in the sharing of values to do with 
u 

similar 
0 

occupations. Oldtiiners • such as Alfoed developed re~ation-
I 

ships with, Ind~ans who were using the same district of the 
~- .. 

co·untry and, ·to some extent, the same resources, in order to 

earn_ a ' living at a tim~ when hunting and. trapping were · the . . 
.. . 

only occupations_ · possibl-e for a maj or_i ty of .people, as is · 

shown in "the cJ::lapter .. above. He ''sp-eaks to the older . ones, . 
not _the .younger 

' . . . 

ones• b'ecause the grounds 'for develo.ping 
' such a relationship no . lo~g~r exist with the . ·younger ones 

·who do not, 'and·bever did, hunt. in t~e country. His casual 

sociali~ing ~ith ' the •older ones• bas, for him, an element 
I . 

of nostalgia in reminding him of his .p~st as an active · 
p' trapper. , . 

'\ ~ 

\\ The point ·that th~. oldtimers' perceptions of c~ange· are . · 

. b~s~~· n th~ -perceived diffe~ences b~tween Olid a~d young 

L IndiO:n iii. :uppor~ed by the i.ext conversation ~ilib · -an.· eld~ 
erly ... WC? an. Elsie . . was marriea . to a trapper, and '11ved at .. . 
Pearl River for a number of years until_ .. she · and .her 

.. 

. ' 

~ . ' 

. ·. 

\ ..... · 

. .. ~ 

... •:- .. 
' ~ ! 

• '~ ' ! 

. . 
' . '· · ... ·. :·· 

. . 
': .: .' · .... ·. ' . . . . ~ .. · ... ·,· .. .-·.· ':.' .>.: .':./.~:::;~~ . .. .:~· , 

.. 
\ ·. . ~ 



·, .· 

·' 

.. 

', ~-. . 

, · 

· ... 
. ' 

.. . : 
. . · .. . 
' 

... · . 

.... ' ~ ~ . . . . . ' · .. . ' 

- ·154 

and ~amily .move4 to the Downalong district of North West 

River. She is now seventy-six and one of the community's .. 
renowned storytellers. 

Each of the following pieces bas as its theme the ~et­

ceived change i~ the relationship · ~eeil Indians and 
.... . 

Settlers. The first section is a reminiscence of the pas~, 

in which Elsle describes a pattern she recognised in rela­

tionships between Settlers and Indians· during her youth. 

This. pattern involves the se~sonal visiting of the Indians 

. as they travefled between P9st and hunting grounds: · Eitol-· 

ling · th~ virtues .. of Indians as hard worlters is inextrica~ly 

linked with describ.ing them·- as friends pf · the Settlers . . . 

because it- is~. equally pa_rt o~ . the ~ting _and trapping · 

lifestyl~ and . a part ·. which . gained the ·respect· 9f th"e 
. .. . I . 

· Settlers ·as fellow toilers on the land. She also compares 
, • I 

. . 
this · past relationship w"ith the abs6!nce of such a relation-.. . 

ship in the present: . 

- "When I hears the people say that ·the Indians 
don't .work hard, I have seen the~ work terrible 

.hard,· (thosEt)' who used· to come ove~ to our ho.us·e, 
·.thi-s is .before· I was married, with their loads of 
things, and ca~rying thetr ·children, and hauling 
their_ 'children. ·.They·' d be 'wet sometimes,·. half' up 
to the. waist. -The poor · women, · and the man 
.besides, ·used · to ··work terrible· hard. I know it 
because I saw it. And I really like the . Indian~, 
who ·are . real~y nice people. And I s~ill do, but 
I'm· no~· used to ,,Indians now · like. ~sed_ to be 
then. Once ·the · Iadians use~ · to be my frienQB. And 

· · I still ~ik.es· them yet. But I don • t know how they 
gets .along these days. • · · ,· · 

;· ' . ' ' . 

The next piece illustrates that .vi'si ti'ng between Indi-.. '• ' ,.• 
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"' ana and Settlers seldom occurs ·in the community. Again, the 
. . 

distinction between the old Indians and the younger ones is 

made and it is with the old Indians ttiat social contact, if 

any, is maintained: 

' •They'd stop in. Well, I also said it was in my 
early aay~, you .know. Early days ·I was talking 
about. Yes, but those later days I don't know 
nothing about those- indians, · I never see them. 
But real often, there ·used-eo be a wonderful old 

. laqy, she ~sed· to come round and see me down there 
(Pearl River) and sew and do everything in" the 

- house an<:t even have (son\e of) the supper cooked, 
and all· ·that kind of thing. · But I never sees that 
up here (Nort west River). Poor things, they're . 
all dead. (I) don•t· know the younger ones. 

The fin~l piece gi s Elsie's perception· of · the younger · 
1 • • , 

. i 

... 

; . 

. . , •, 

Indians, and th resultant lack of, social contaqt between -· r · '. 
Settlers -and Indians: 

.Then the goverrunent gives I em help. We'll, --what a . 
. thing I Then all they have .to . go on drinking,- and ' 
they bring a whole l _ot- of beer. All this .. stuff 
from Goose Bay,~st ·to give • em a go.· · Sell ·for a 
big price~ And all · -(of) . them drurik. ·An4, oh 
heavens! That's all~ hears about them now and I 
d~~· .t even . a'sk about them! But you· cquld see them 
dres~ed up and &eaqy to .come across. They used 
to. Don • t even see them now, I don • t get over· and 

-~ee them anyway.! 
' Elsie• s description of the younger Indians emp~asia·es the 

contrast which is perceived to exist between relatfons with 

·the older Indians and /relations with the younger .ones. The ~· 
r.elationshlp . between Set~lers and Indians in the c'?untry 

. .. . ""'-. . . ' . 
~eveloped fr~ a point of commo~ interest in ~ 11f~st¥le ~r 

occupation. T~i>oint of common interest ··i s precisely what ·· · 

· i~ miss~hg in Elsie's descripti~n of the young · Indians ·· of 
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the presen~. 

These ~eqments of conve~sation from oldtimers . in the 

community show that they perceive a change i'n · the relati-on­

Sftip between themse1ves and Indians which has occurred dur­

in9 - the'ir lifetime;-' The .next few segmen~s of conversation 
. . - ( 

will attempt to show that generational differences ~n per-

ception have also arisen as ~ result of sedentarisation. 

The_ following conversation introduces a person from the . 
generation below that of Al~red and Elsie. Rita is in her 

' ' fi,f.ties and has spe~t most ·af her life working for the Grell-. 

· fell ·R~gion:al . .. He~lth Authot:ity as an auxili_ary dursin~ 'aide. 
. - . . ' ', 

". 

Her husb~~d b~gan his -working . lifehas ? trapper bu~ soon 

.gave .. this·· up and has. worked steadily in a se_ries 0~ gove,i-n- · .. 
' \. . . 

ment:: departm~ts a~soc~ated · with the bare· and mainte_nance of . . ' . ' . . . ; 

crown Lands._ 
"\ . ' . . . . 

.Here, Rita i~.talking ·about the visiting sh~ . 

engaged in as _a c.J:i~l:d, and compares · it to ·t:he lack of vis'i t-. 

ing done by premul"t-day children in the _commun~ty: 

.. . 
"Ohl Gosh, yesl we•d go more them days than they 
would . ·now. Glad to ·see . the . Ind.tansl .They were 
really good, . eh? We" d. go-ov~r. a lot more ~han 

. they do now 1 · (They) used to sell. deer ski~ . shoes, 
and make things. whatever they_ · had made, you 
know,_ : snowshoes • n 1 stuff i . · t they wouXd sell) • 
They. weren~t .. really :our friends.·: ' They . were . more 
our . father 1 s friends, eh? . They (-Indi·a ·na) trappec;l 

·with my · father, . eh? .That•s ._alll . so, ·_old J (Indi~~) 
trappers -.used t _o . ·come . down from their . trapp~ng 
gro~rids and come up .al..ong ·the -lake · . -where I . was, . 
you · know~· . . \They would) always . 6ome ·J,_n·,"""in ~the . . 
house; and_ have acup :of tea .- .. Th~y · were· ·pr·etty . 
~l!!an, them · day~. ·Much ~eaner than what ,they a.re 
now. Wel.l, s9me 'clean ones, . some not so · clean. • 

' . . . , . 

... 

, · 
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~. 

· .The-· ~onversat;ion shows:;- several things. Firstly, like 

many other Settlers of her generacion·, R_!ta mentions that 
... 

the Indians visiti,rig and being visited wer-e friends· · of· her. 

father• s anl'~ot of hers directly-·, so her remini-.scences of 

visits between Settlers and,Indians are from 
.. 
her childhood 

when the -~ocial coqt~ct was m~intained by her father. 

Social contact by proxy (through parents), then, .-is · con­

si~ered by ~he children of oldtimers t~ be a form of rela­

tionship with &te ~ndians, and ~o,. the social character of . 
'trapper• can be espoused by mo~e people than just those who 

are trappers. 

Secondly, . the remar'k;. "We"d 9,0 ·over a. iot more thari 

they do now.• suggests' that· this form of social conta.ct (by 

proxy)' is one, that do~s not exist iq the present: · · we• (as 
..)> _ • ' 

you!:l_gsters) would visit a lot more than •they'.·_· (the young-·· 
.. 

_sters of today) visit. · People of · Rita's generation ' have 

some/Perception of I ·ndians as f .riends through the . contacts 

~ their patents maintained. .suc.n contacts · by• p~oxy. qo 

-/not exist . for members of 'younger generacions whose parents 
/ " ' ' 

never had such social contact with ·Indians. . . ~ 

~ ' ' • ~ I 

. : · 

. , . 

--· 

:, . 

·. ,·, 

. .. 
. ..... 

. .. . . . . 
. . ·:; 

. ... -~ . .. .. 
' . ~-.. 

. ' .... 

.· · '· 
1 

Rita is also describing visits 'she, ·as a ~hi1~,: . paid· .· ·: 

the I~di~'\s _wh~ we.:_e camped ac~ss {he river. During thi' · · ~ 
part of her ·life Rita liv.ed in Upalong wlth ber fam.il/7 ..-:.,:: 
is re~all·in·g a period ~he~ , Settl_~~s -~rom aroWl~Hamilto~- · · .. . .:·; 

. Ihl.et region w·ere moving to North west River~---15ut .the . Indi- · 

anES · were . etill ·\~omadic· · ~~~ only· visited North wes~ 1\iv~r .in . . , _·. 

·' 
I • •, 

. ·• 
. . .. . . ' ~ - .. · .•. ··~ .. :. -.. · . :-\,· · .. '. .•· . . · .. -

• ' ~. - '• ·. "' • • • :~ •• ' .L .. . - • ' • • ·.,. - ~ • 

. -

·. :: . : ;: . .. ':. ,: .·. :· ... : _::-'::-: .-:.>: ':\, __ ::->:~: ... ,~7/: .. · ~-<:~~~~? 
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the summer. Vi"Si ts were looked forward t..cf as mucl'l because 

)hey·.w~r·e . a form of entertainment for the Settlers as they 

were because the purchase of ·goods was anticipated. 

•• 
·' . 
~ 

•, 

-! 

. .. . . 
A yet more striking cleavage in ·inter-generational per-

cepti'ons is found when talking to the generation represented ... 
by Rita 1 s children. This -generation, which consists of the 

adolescents· and school,. children of ·present-d~y North west 
" . 

River, ·has no memo~y of the social pattern~i of life in· the 
. . ""' . . . . 

country. 'J.'he furth'~r · ~eparation.· _of Indians and----~et~e~ 
. . . . ' . / 

. int~o the · distinct communities of · . ~orth .. West·....-' Riv-er · and 

.. 

. ' 

'Sheshatsbit ()CCilrred within_ the life~ime~ of ~his· -~eneration, 1' •· 

· and'.'"there are not ·even the . old . - ac:X:Iu~int~nces . . of :.·· parents · · .... 
. .· .. . . ··. . . . . . ···- .... :-·/ · .. · ........ ~ .· _· : . · . ~ .. 
through' . which . to . remernb~r--- .the social interacti.ons of .'the .· : . . . ·:·. 

' •' ·. . . ' : . . ,;,/ . ' . . . ' . . . . . -, .. . . · • , 

· trappin·g ·way of ·iif~~--:-- ·Far· fro~· ·recollecting .occasional sum- · 
· · .,.:- . " ·\....-· 

mer vi~i ts ··to~'the Indictns a;~·oas· the river1 these · children • . . .- . . /. .,. 
/ 

, have ~ cog_nitive pictu~·e Of separatio~ between ·Indians . ~~d • 
.. . . . . . . . . . ' 

Settlers which· certainly .inhibits visiting. This se·nse of 
0 • :· .. • • • . • . 

th·e. ·separat;eness be~w_,_een ·shesbatshit and North ·West River. 

• also . prec;:eded. the· ·div isi:on of the former community. 3 As the 

unk.~own'·ter_~·itory. ·of tbe ~eigh-~o·u.ring. ~~, ~~eshat.shit ··.is .. 
. . ' . . . . . ,. 
full. . of u¥st~~y· and . ·~ ·nstils: ·fear into the · ~hildr~n. of· .N~rth 

-. . .. ' .. . - .. 
We.st .Rivet=, . ·arid · I· .would. often. be te~sed about •getting .lost • · · · : ,, . . . . . 

v . . .. . 

if I ·c·rossed :·into. the unknown :terr1. tory across the .bridge~ · .. 
. . ' ·. : . . . ..... \ ' ' 

• ~ . 

. 'l'he exaniPl e _ Ci te·d · bel OW.: 
. . . '. ' ' . . . . . .. 

illustrates ·the absence 'Of / .. 
visiting b·atW_een : .Y.oUriger· ·s·ettlers and . Indiana.; .. and· . . . . ,· .· 

\ . . . .' 

' • , I 

. : . . ..~ 

. • ' 

· .. ·. · 
'· 

,. _: . 
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when the topic of visiting across the river. was discussed. 
~ 

Early on a winter'~ evening, as I was on my way to pay'' a .. . {; 

~ocial .visit to Indian)fri~nds living across the. river, I 

was jo·ined on my walk alc>ng ··c~e main road in. Nbrth west · 

River by a young Settler. ·Pam is a thirte~n year old who 

lives, in Upalong .... We talked about the weather arid the 

aotivi.ties of the recently" re-fQrmed youth group in the com-

, muni ty, of which Pam was a few months too -young .. to become . _a 

. She. showed~ · surprise and fnterest when she 
·'· 

discovered tnat I pla~9ed _to visit in Sheshatshit, and said 
• 

that· ,she wo.uld come· · wfth ~e. we resumed our ta!'k of the 
... ... . 

you.t~- group a~d othe·r social . event.s · in· the c::o~un~ty · unt~l . . 
we· reached ~he centre of town and then ~Pam asked -me'·more·· . 

~ ' - ~ 

questions about who I was visiting and w.hy, as~J.ng whe·t~er I 

~eally intended to walk across 

Sheshatshit on my own in the dark. 

whether she was still .interested in 

and through .. 
• • • t 

by 'asking 

me, and r:the 

giggled and looked sho~ked. She said ~hat ~he had no inten­
.._ 

- ti·on of crossing the bridge with me, and :that she had never . 
been on that side ·of the river apyway." · As ~e a.pproa~bed the 

bridge, which is 

reach She~hatshit 

.. 
where we would-take separate direction~ to . . 

and Upalohg~ · she ~ttempted tc;. persuad~. m' . . . 
to ...,Yisit ·people in . Upalong_ with her, as ·I have -ofteri- _do~e~ . . : . 

rather than carry on aiross-the bridge. Whe~ I r~s~p~~ -~ 

:trying . to persuade Der to .visit across the bridge with me ­

i1;1_st~ad of ~o.ing ~ on to visit in Upaiong_, ;pam· ran ·. off into 

the bushe.s · at the . . .. .. 
. ·, 

'-. ·. 
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' sliouting. after her that si\e . was •tob scared t;o even go near 

the bridge, let a1one waik across it and into Shes!latsh'i~. 
I cont_inued across the br 1dge on my own. 

There are several points to be made ·abou't this inter·ac-. 
tion. . The bridge and the a: rea aro\,U\d the br idg~ is a place 

fraught wit.h meaning for most.. members t>f the commun_ity. - · .. 
-

Th.ere are many· reasons for this. The bridge has meaning 

because it is the." pl.ace of geographica~ contact with the 

-neighbouring community or · Shesbatshit. whic~ is :other~i-se cut 

• 

~-. .. 
' 

' 

"· .... 

off·~ from North west- -River by· water. 
' ~ . . . . However, the, syiUQoli.s_m. _ _. · _ .. · ' 

. . 

of . -the : ~ridge . w_il.l be 
. ' . ·di'scussed more. f _ul:ly ··below;· -and· I · 

.. ~ ·. . : 

• ·. s·hall' ·· re~ur~n .'here· to P~' s 'response to the-idea · ~f visiting . 

. ·. ·· ·\ · · in · ... sh,esh~f~i t. . ·I · ~~nt.·-_. to · ~a~e . ~wo--~_i-nt·~ ···;,out t~i~ •. 
. . 

~ir~ly, _the _ide·a· of visiting wit)l people)n ·sheshatshit, or 

w.ith· \fidi~~s · at al·l, ·i .s - _~ien to · her. secondly, the ldea of 

visiting on th~- other side . of the 'river is al.St> threateni~g 

~0- her,- _not only. bec~use it is . a visit. ~0 another neighbo'ur­

ing. ·community w.ith whiph there might be some -- sense -of 

• • 
. . 

·- \ .: 
\ .... : 

' V, 

L ', ' • . ' : ,• 

" , . 

'. 
r~.' .. ' --.· -
' . ' .. -
· .. ' .. 

z:i'valry,4··but bepause the brl~ge . ~-epresents the(breach in· ~n 

oth·erwi:se 'secure' · boun-dary between _ the two communi ties 
' . . . . . ... ... 

. sepai~teci _'b~ .the rive~~ -- .Thi.~ .- +s· a · rev_er~al _ ~ ~e · itie~ pre-

valen-t·-in ·the -.' oldtimers • perceptions of t~e . past: that 
~ - - - ·. . ,, . 

. ·. 
~ y- ·r. 
6 ··. 

: , . , ~ . .. . . 

. _YiSiting was the foq·us of - ~ettler and Indian social. inte+ac- · .,, ·. 

,· -'). <. t 'iori and was .the' main way of di~playin_g _"bospitality- . 
, . . ' . . '• .. . . . . . \ · .. -----::- ·--·~ . . · . . 

:~;;_~··.-. .". . -~· ··· .. _ ·. · ·_]:.~ · oi:der -to e~piain this st;.rikirig cha'nge in .' percepti~m. 
~:-"' ... · ~.' :-·-.· .. · ·. ,: .. ·. :.. . .: . 
:rt. ~ .· .~. . . · .. more ·. c;learly~ -.I shall turn to anoth-er example, taken from 

. .. · . . ' .· 
' ., 
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the transcript of a discussion held at a meeting of the · · , 

· North west River United Church youth group. That the youth .. 
group is run under the auspices of the United Church is not 

particularly significant in t ·he selection of young people 

~ attending the meetings, since membership is restricted 
, 

solely by age as a criterion, ( fol;lrteen years to· eighteen . 
years of age). Itikewise, the volunteers running the group 

f ' 

are not members of the Uni_te'd Church7 at the time· under dis-

' -cussion they consis.t'ed of myself, two Mennonite missionaries 
. . 

and several Katimavik workers. 
.~ ); .. ..... 

At the .. time of the · discussion, the-. youth , group·· 

members · f~~m modt.: Sectors: .in· the Nq~th West · ~iver . . • comprised 
' . .. 

community, mainly because .it w.as a . new and nov.el sqcial 
. .. 

event · and so ·all the eligible youngsters in the community 

. sought to attend meetings during th_is initial . period of the · 
I . 

club' s- operation. · ' Also, theJ:e was no .other form of social. 

activity open_ to this age group in the community. at the 

time, and outdoor activ !ties were seve~ ely inhibited by ' the 

I)Oi some January weather. 

·. 

.. 
_. . . ' 

·. ' .. 

-The meetings_ had d~veloped . a pattern whereby ·the begin- . · 
- ) . . 

ning of the nieeting consi·~t.ed of organised activ-ity of .~ome 
... . ' 

·sort, followed by· a period of- -· discussion . on· some . theme. 
~ . .. . . 

This . was the. procedure followed on this occasion •. A formal, : 
• ' . : ' • .., • • • 0 • • . . .. . 

or' planned, . discussion _ _,took place on the theme C?f . • racism, • ·. :-

prim~rily ' be-~ause · of my p;e~·en~·e . 1~ _th~ gr~~p.S ~The .· them_e ·of . · · 

. racism was ~aken u~ ~y - the Me·nno~ite lea~er, who prepared ~ --

',. .·' 

. · , · \ 
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. . ' 
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. . . 

.. 
·, . ' . 
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set• of questions to encourage the discussion of racism and 

. ··neighbourly love. Although questions of any kind can act to 

' . ~ irihibit a free ·discussion or shape the r~swnses of partie!-, 

pants, these questions posed in~ tially to the group very 

soon became irrelevant, such was the strength of feeling 

about the subject of Indians • 

. 
The discussion period began with the leader r~a~ng out 

her quest~ons one at a time and · asking 'e.ach member to write . . ' . .. 
A 

an immediate ·rea'cti.on to the question on -a piece of p~per. 

The group .. was . th'en di v idea a_rbi tr.ar ily :into fo~r small..er, 
. ' . 

:cjz;oup·s· ,in or~e~· to d~s.quss· . everyone's r ·esp<)nses · ~o the que.s-:-
. : . . . ' , .... 

. tiona. . ~he ·~roups th~~ ·reconvened . and a spokesperson .~or 

each of the smal!"~r g.rcttips read ·aut ~~join~ responses · of 

th~ir gro.up' s discu~sion of . the. ~~est~o~s~ Finally~ a gen: 

eral discussion ensued concerning various aspects of di£-. . . r" . 
£~rent que~tions. . The sectio~ of transcription below starts 

with ·~h·e beginning of 'tile general aiscussion: 

I 
Mar'ia: euesti'on·: Name four ways of· downplaying or~ . 

'I eliminating racism. if ,YOU had 8\JCh a .problem in 
. · · .J your co1~mu~nity. · · . . . . . · • , 

Danny .: . us, . the same . schoo116 · . . . 
Mary ( leadt'r).: What. would .happen,· the .first ·couple of .. · 

: ·. · . days, , ·if. everyone got togethe~ in the same school? 
K~n and sever.al. ~th~rs: ~ .Everybody' _d. ·have a big . fight l 

· >. . ·Afte.r .a few · d_ays· everybody would ign~re them. 
Others 1 . Ignore them 1 ·· · 

. Mary.a. · Why? · ·· . . : 
Several. I · Becaus.e we· don•·t like them! 
. · · Ma'ry a. · why.· .'d~n' t you ·1 ike them? . 
'Sheanaz . I don• t know 1 · . 
. D~.nny z ._You .. ·guys . (the girls) ~on • t lik.e 'em 'cause we 

· · ~don't like them! ·. · .. · . ~ . 

.. . 

.. .. 
.·· .. -: : 
. ..·. 

. : 

. .'-

' . .. . ~ . 

Marya :· .. who· would st1Jf ·~he fight? 
i'~,:.: .· · ..... . · · · · · Ken a We woUld. I ·. . . • · " . . ... · .. 
~~~~~:: • • .' • • • • • • ·_. • • • • • , ! .;· .. 

~ ' ~ ~ ~ ' . • . . . • . !·"..: 

~{.:o :· .. ·.·.· .' .. ,-. . . · ... . ·. .. . ·. '; :: , -~·1:'· ' ,.· .. .. ·., ' . . " . ., ' . . . ? t. . . . . . . . . \, -.: ..... 
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.. 
Darlene and several others~ They would. 

Ken: We don't know 1 It woul"d develop. 
Mary: .. It develops because, what? You hate each other? .. 

Several : No •••• 
Johni We don• t get along tog~ther. 
Ma·ry: Why -don't Y!LU get" along? 

Bridget: Racism. -, , 
Darl.ene: Because they·' re Indians and we• re notl 
Several: .Bec~use .they • re different. 

Mary: They're different? · 
Ken: And we're not 1 

Laughter. 

.J 

John: They're different £rom us and we• re different ·from 
~~. . . . . 

Lucy: My Mum told me not to play with them (tongue in ' 
cpe·ek) .a . , .. 
Laughter. · . · 

·. Mary.: s.o. therefore.. you .can't ~et alQng because yo'u• re 
'different? . Right? · . 

John: ··Not really, · w~ j.ust do~• t want to" get· along· • . · . 
. Danny: · .. Yeah, ~-~· d .g~t. al.ong if . we wanted to I · · , 
M~ry: So ··the probl~, basically, is that .you· don't ·want 

.. tQ ·get .along? 
Ken an~ ot~er.s • ·.Right·! . . ~ 
Darlene: You've · g~t . ~tl . , . ·. 
~arryz ';l'qey stick to. their ways ·-an~ we stick to ours. 

Mary: · So you can't mix because ·you're 'different? 
Barry: N~. W~ didn't say that. We can mix,. but it's not 
· much use. 

Ken: We can mix if· we want{ .but we don• t want to I 
Danny: w·e don • t have no · reason to. · 
· Ev ie: Why is th~e no .rea:~on to mix? 

Ken: What reaQons are there? 
• Evie: · Be9ause- you l.ive i-~ .the same part of Labrador ••• 

Ken: That's no reason! · 
Danni: ·But we. don'·t belong to the same 'town. 
Mary: · You are · neighbour-s. .. . . . _ 
Johnt- But we don't live in the ' same town. we do.n' t go . r ~0 . the ~.s~me school • • • . . ' 

. Sheana:· . . They . are all across the r~v~r • . 
Danny:. ·what reason . do we have for ·going over there? 

Ken: · What reason do they ·have .for coming over here? 
Mary: What. rea13ori do you hl!ve ·for becoming the friend of 

anyqne in· this y-outh group? · . . · 
Danny: I .don• t know 1 
Mary:· . Because. it's -kind _ o.f: good to have ~·rien~s, isn't 

. it? . · 
sev,er aJ.: . Yeah 1 
Danny arid .other.s: Because we were brought up. together 1 

.J(em ·yeah! _·we were prought up tog~ther. . . , . 
Allz . We. we~e . raised F._ere •. . We ~ere brought up here, 

They were ·~~is~d ovet . there. · .. .. ·· . 
Mary: · ok·ay, . Y~U guys. · ; T~ke thi~ .examplel T}lere is this 

• • ' ''r· ,"'' ' . 
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gorgeous girl who moves int tow'n and she is nice 1 
Ken and boys: wow 1 Hot, man I . 

Mary I She was raised, let' s say E gl~nd. sne didn I t 
have· anything in common w i yo.u. She lived over 
there.... , ~~ . . 

Several: She WOUl. a 1 ive ip this co unity, not across the 
river! . · 

Da·nnys Let!s · hear the story J l ~ · · 
Marys pkay·. She moved into this \Commu ity and she flad 

. nothincJ.--in.-common w i. th you 
1
excep tnat she now 

1 ives in North West River ~nd ·so ~ do yo·u. And the 
• fact she's a gorgeous femaJ.[e •••• Are you going to 

get; to know her? · 
Chorus from~;. boys: -:(eab 1 ·. . . 

Danny:- · But-no one over there is go geous. . . 
Ken: Yes· they arel . Still · no rea~on to go over .. 

M«rys c'okay, butyou•vejust to~d eyou can•t get aJ.ong 
. . . with ~hof{e over there becau e you• ve got nothing 

.. • • 1 
~~~~o~l Yo~ could get· a:J,or.g ~ith that gor~eous 

severaJ.s .'. YeahJ · · ·.· . · \~ , • ·-
johna ~ha.t• s because you ·wan.t to, ~here's somethill'g to 

. get along for 1 . , \ • .. 
· Danny·: There's int.erestl. 1 • . . . __ ) . 

Kens : No J •.•.•• ·• there• s- somet\ing you \waiifl · · 
'l'iJPz· · No, · there's· a barder be·tween \us~ •••• like, eh •• • 

. Ken: · The bridge 1 · 
Danny a There! s a barrier. between us. 
Mary( Wh~t kind of barf_ier? 

Barry: . Hostilities! ... 
Kenz ·Hostility through .the ages 1 . • 

'taryz so_ you ·guys a.~e telling m~ that ': you have to stick 
to tr:adi. tion aJ.l the time and if tradition is 
hostility, · yo~· re rrtot going to change i.t? 

Barcy: No, not really. Not really •••• 1 
several: ·Not really • .- . \ 

• • • •. 1 

Th.e general .argument runni,n; throug~ the discussion 

soon ' beco~~s tau;..9~.ogica~, but, in relatior to other discus­

sions . that the group has had, -in w~i:ch· the usual response to 
.. ~ . , . I 

discussion is. slow., · this discussiop serv«;!s to . show an ex-

traor~i.nary. amount of hostile feeling. 
.. 

the debate · un-
. . . 

folds, ft becomes .obvious that Danny' B r mark ab~ut shiu:ing 

school in~J between ·the·. communiti~s; m~de .·at;:. the beginning of 
• . • ' . A 

the.· discuaaion,' was n~t made to be taken seriously~ The :- im-

'· 

. l 

. .. .. 

. :·. 

.. 
·, 

.... 
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t. ' 

mediate respense to the suggestion is that there would be a 

fight between dian and settler children, or that the Indi­

'- ana wou1d b ignored by the Settlers. This does not ·.come 

from the imaginations of ~he children, but rather, from the 
.,.\ - Q 

experience of seeing other · attempts at cooperative ac~ivity 

between the groups dissolve into overt conflict.9 The· reason 

given for this response (to the suggestion of eooperation 
. 

-w}?;ich would lead to a certain amount of socialisi~g) is an 

unequivocai "we -don• t like them!" Thia, them.e i~ elaborated 
J . 

upon by · arguments that the Indian~. a.re different, th~t the 

Se_ttl,.ers hiive no reason for developing f'riE7ndships with In-

' . , •t . ·. . · ~· . 

•' 

. 
; . 
~ ' 

. ·. . ~· : 

.J 
. . I 

~ '. - : . · .. 
dians because they share nothing p,·n c mmon: "they stick to o­
their ways and we stic.k to ours," · .. e n•.t live in the same 

. . \ .. 
town, we don't ' go to the same ~cho , " "we were brough·t up 

hete and they were brought up across - the river ••••• " Final-
~ .. ' . 

ly, the -children say that: ther!! are "barriers" to their mak-

ing fri_ends or socialitlfng with Indians, and· that these 

"baui~rliJ" are "hostilities through the ages." 
-~ 
~ 0 

It becomes apparent that· there is a great deal . of peer: 
~ . 

prel:lsure being · exertett, by the ·group '·upon indiv idua~- part~ci-

pants in ~he dlscussion~~~is gives , ria~ ~~ .,( ~team spir-: 

it,• and the formation of a • team North west· River• social 
·-· character. , The childrt!I:l are drawn into incr.easinq state-

ments of mutual support a·gainst the· outdld~~~ or other . . team., . 
. which·, i~ this ·case, is re'j;)resente~ ~ 'the 0 lndians. Danny's 

statement t~~t the girls are hostile towards -tt\e Indians be-. 

• • 
. ' 

· .... ":'t> . ·.·! • ..::. '· ·, .:· 

. . . . ' . ··--' ,• ' 
' • , , ' • ~ ' ' ~ I '• · , ' ' ' • ' 

' . ' 
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cause the bOys in their peer group ar~ hostile is an ~llu~-

been considered a ' rival of North West River since its incep-• -
• tion during the p~neer period in the history of settrement 

in Hamilt-on Inlet. It l .s also ~spoused by adults in ~eir . 
· discussions about North west River as a community in opposi-

tion to other communit-ies in Labrador. Notaply, 
~ 

Settlers 
. 

engaging : in discussions abotit the secession of She~hatshit 

espo~se the. ''team North West River' social character in an 
-

attaok ' on the decision t~ken by _the Indian co~unity, a de~. 

.._/ ·~ - . - " - . . ... 
cision which ±s seen as hostile to N'orth west Riv~r. 

I . 

A number ~f ; di~fertng and pertine~t .Points can be drawn 

from the 9enerai theine of the~· chiidren~ s · spiraling. argument·. · 
i C• -. w a • • I , ., , · 

Fi~·stly, the ·· · per.ception - that .· · :tnaians are different has 

eha~ge.d in·_ this . ~en~~ati~n t~ · o~h~ch: excludes the ' idea of 

an.int~rrelationspip, a~d "in fa~t ix becomes the reason for 
·~ .. , 

the: .Hlck of contact. This wa~ . not the case with the oldti-

mers, s·i _nce ·;they sought ~o make use : of _ the Indian· skills 

which we-re dif.ferent to their · own.- Indi~s and settlers no 
. . • ~ • t . II • . 

~~n~e_r . ~are in,te~;sts ··b~sed · -~n simil_ar. occupa~i~~ or si-

tuat~ons - -"however · pervasive th;s·. simil·~ri t:f might · be • 

. S~~~~dl:e, ~he· ter.ritciry -~f ·. ~he ·· tawn ·- d~fin~·s ·: social space, 

,_ ... ··· ·'\ " 

.· 

.. 

r ... 

' . .. 

. '· ' .. . 
but. not in the way that trapping and huntin_g districts did.; . . . . . . . . . . 
Settler chi.ldren see · the symbol ism· of tbe river -~s a . . . .. 

.·. 

' . ' 
\' ·, .. 
. \ 

\ . 

~ I~ ' 

,/ . : . \ ~ . .->· 
. ~ ·, .· . ·_ .. . . .. . . ~.. ... \ · -<~ 
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separat~ng entity, and, as I . have said, even b~fore the 
. 

division of North West taver, they saw 'their communi-ty as 

separate .from the Indian community across the river. 

' The site of the. river crossing is a complex part of the 

community's geography. lt is both the economic and social 

centre of the· community, and the interface between North 

West River and Sheshatshit. It is one of the few places in . 

North West River where Se~tlers are likeiy to meet with In-

diana. 
I 

It. is also the only place where Indians and Settlers· 

. are likely ~meet outside the · dom~in of either. Since the 

.bridge was -~ilt, the ambiguity aro~nd this,part of town has 

increased. People would ' often exchange -pleasantries whilst 
~ . 

waiting· for -the cable 9ar, and before the adve~t of tbe· ca-

ble . car people. used a ferry.ing .system ·which .required 

·· cooperation for shar'ing 

the north bank south and 

' ~ . . ' ""' 
canoes1 Sett~ers . f~rried people ·. from 

• • • • <I • 

' ' 

Indi_ans· fe·rried peo~le ·.- froin the 

soqth bank nprth. The bridge requites . neithe~' cooperation 

nor the social contact whi~h La likely to ensue from such 

cooperation, and so nowadays it if possible .t~ pass people 
0 

.. 

on the bridge and not a·cknowle~qe their presence at· ~11. It .. 

i's also interesting to note that the building of the bridge '. , . . . 

coincided with the se·cession of Sheshatshit frOm Nor.th West 

River. In the _ a9t ~f ~ec:edi~, the inhabitant's of 
~ 1 

Sbeshatsbi~· expressed a de~;~e to be consid~red·an · indepen-

dent community, thus dispensing with the .. _need for the ·nomi-
·• . 0 . • 0 

. nal communication t>etwe~n .the ·two communit.ies which -was re-
~ . . . ... 

. ' 
<Y 

' . ' '• 

.. , 

. . ' 
~ . . ~- - ... , ' ' o •' o\ \ .'t . 

·, 
" -. '. ' ' J ·- \ .. . . ' 
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/ 

" 
quired when the two groups acted as one municipality. , Simi-

larly, having the bridge as a means by which to cross the 

river did away · with th~· need for nominal communication. o-

In recent years, the bridge has been the site of •rock 
I. 

fight.s• oetween the children of North -West River and 

Sheshatshit. These short-lived skir~ishes between Indian 

and Settler children occur in the 

dren have boasted of them to me~ 

summer, ·and· Settler chil- . 

a num·b~f diff~t oc-
• 

casions. It. is significant that the oldtimers recal~ from 

their childhood summer activities such as playing football 

and.wrestling with Indian children. These activities, which 

also took place .at xhe site on which the p~esent . bridge 

built, qave given way to ·rock fights in this generation. 
. ' 

' .. 
' 

is 

The final pc)int I w_ish to. draw from . the . abov·e tran-

scription · concerns 
. I . . 

the children•s perception· that the bar~ 

·rier they per_ceive between themselves and tlie Indians arises . . 
from'..,. "ho~tiliti_es through the ages." This cont·radicts ~.he 

memories of 'the· old trappers who remember .,friendship_s made 
. ~ . 

through ext~nding and a~cepting hospitality in the bush en-

vironment. The significance of this contfadiction is two­

'-' fold, and i~ brings togeth~r the points made above. There 

f i~ a marke~.~i.f~erence between the social behaviours of peo­

- 'ple in the•confines of the co~unity and · outside the commun-· 

-- ity in the • bush• • There is also a marked difference in 
' - . 
perception which is r.el~ted to occupational chenges and to 

- ... 
· _concurrent. changes in the situation of th·e individual in r~· 

i'- .· 
. ' 

-. 
.. ···. ~ . . . . : ·.. . ~ ' .. . , .. . 

. • ' 

• <. 
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lation to the broader situational changes of the community 

and the role filled by that comm~nity in' a wider context. 

* * * 

This chapter has ~ttempted to explore th~ effects that 

sedentarisation has had on the development of social charac-
• 
ters . Sedentarisation has changed the nature of 

Indian/Settler relations by changing the arena of social and 

economic activitie~(iXom that of the bush to that of the 

town. Rather than prov !ding greater oppor·tuni ty for social 

interaction between settlers and Indians, the year-round 

proximity. brought abQut by the sedentarisation o~ both 

Settlers and Indians ha·s caused a decl4le in .social .interac- · 

l' •. • •. 

tiona, and the two · gr~ups ·have become more dista_nt • . The . , 

. . 

bridge· ·has become a .. sy.mbol of tlte change .which ~as · occur~ed 
with ·the transfer of economic and social activities from· bhe 

I • . . . 
country to the comm~ni ty. , . 

The effect - that the change in perceptions, which has . 
resul'ted from sedentarisation, ltas had on the · developnent of 
~ . . 

·-social character is .three-fold. Firstly, those Settlers who 

trapped as an economic activity carry ~ith them the percep­

tions ~hat ~eveloped from the relationships that th~ main­

tai!)ed with Indians while · they were trapping and hunting: 

away from . the ; town.· These percept~ons are no longer ap­

propr.iate · to the situatian which has Cleveloped within. the 

community·, i:'n which there is a lack 

, , 

. . . . . 

0 

of - social · i nteraction · 

' 
\ 

:~ ' .. 
. •': ... ~ . . . .. .. . · .... : ' • .: ~ , . . ' • •' -.. 
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between Settlers and India~. In response to the change, 

the old trappers have developed a new set of perceptions of 

the young Indians who live in Sheshatshit, and the relation­

ship that the old trappers have with . these young Indians, . 
and · this new set of perceptions has become part of the so-

.., 
.cial character of • trapper.' Thus, as the old trappers have 

.,. . 
become detached from their past exper'iences in the role of 

economic trapper, so they·hav~ espoused the social character , 

of 'trapper' · in its stead. 
' . ' 

· Secondly, at the same time that the social character of 

-.• trapper' has become d~tachid from the' eco~ornic role of the 
• I • 

. trapper t~ro~gh· the tra~~f.er~nce of ~conomic a.~tivities ~ran 

;. t.rapping to' . the· sed~ntacy . occupations of . the town·, the so-

. ciiu character' of . the"·· trapper.• has become the property of . 
. . . '. ·. 

. ' • . . ' 
· Settlers · other than.· those .who w~re economic trappers. Those 

Settlers whose par.ents trapped claim -t~e status of trapper 

by proxy, and these set.tle~s esP<?~se ttte ·social character of 

•trapper• ·by displaying· an appreciation of trapping which . ' ' . . 
"they have gained from their.: parents •.. To a lesser extent, 

Settlers can .also. espouse the social . ch~ra~ter of 'trapper' 

by · V·irtue of havlng · had some trapping experience through-· 

their own recreational _activities as t ·rappers. 

Thirdly,, sin<?e occupations which have arisen with'in .the 
.,. 

I 

pouimu.~i ty are of a 'different nature to those which occurre~, ·· 

in th& bush~ • the. 1ev.~ls ·'of social: · "interaction possible 
,' ., 

betwe~n 
. ' 
s~ttlers 

. . 
and . Indians ar~ al.so different. , Younger : · · 

.. 
' . 
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........_ 
members of . the commu~ty have different 'per~eptions of 

' ~ 

'Indian/Settler relations which ·have arisen from the ··dif-
.. ' I _... 

ferent nature of social interaction between Settlers and In-

diana i,n town. SObstantive social characters · have yet ro 

eme~ge from the experiences of the young community ~mbers, 

although peer pressure d?es h~e the effect of cau~ng the 

/ youngsters to share two percepti·ons: 1) that the .community 

of Sheshatshit is in -opposition to their community, and 2) . . . 

that the cul tbre of the Indfan re'sidents of 
I 

alien'ln compa~ison to their'culture. 

I have not fully analysed the paradox 

' . 
Sheshatshit is · 

' ' r 

.. :._· l 

physical proximity·. has increased ·social distance betw'een. the 

two groups; nor have I _been ~ble t ·o explore · the · ful~ · meaning . 

·of t.he · part 'that 
. . . 

the bridge· plays in this paradox. .ThJ,:a 
.. o I , ' \ 

·· para~ox_ need.Q more ~ atte~tion '. a~ some fu'ture date. · What '- I 

hope to have ~one is to have shown that the paradox exists, 
. . 

and that it has si~n~ficantly altered I~an/S~ttler · rela~ 

tiona, Settlers• Pt;rceptions of Ind~an/S_ettler 
.. ··. 

rela~ions. The alteration~ in Indian/Settler relations and 

~ettler perceptions thereof are reflected in the development .P 
" . . of the social character of 'trapper,• as · well as in ~he . ' .· ' " ' .' 

traits of. ·the social .characters which ari~e in opt>osi~ion to 

the ~trapper• - naine~y the.. 'newcomer,• the youngst.ers• •team' 

North west River~ • and S'ocial·. cbar~cters\which pertain _to 

the local elit.e, which will be explored in the next chapter. 
. .. 

The 'dif ferent _occupttions w·hich have arisen from · the 
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t~ansfer of econom~c activities from the country to the town 

are also an integral part of the change which has .occurred 

in Settler perceptions of Indian/Settler relations, and ' the 

effect these- · occupat~onal 'changes will ~ discussed in 

the next chapter. 
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ENDNOTES .. -

Innu Aimim is the Cree/Montagnais/Naskapi dialect -of 
the Algonkian l~nguage which is spoken by the Indian, 
or Innu,_ ~pulation of the Labrado·r penin·sul a. 

-There are three variants of Innu Aimurii one of which is 
spoken by the Indians of Davis Inlet. However, here 
Alfred is referring to -the same group of lndians he 
recognises ·from his trapping days in tbe ·Mealy Moun­
tains, and they 'speak the same variant of Innu Aimun as. 
he remembers from the past • 

. -
In 1979 I collected ~aps ·by Settler and Indian chil­
dren, "Cirawn· dur-ing · geography classes held in their 
respective s~hools, as fieldwo'rk data towards an under­
graduate . honours - dissertation (Nin .ume ~assi ~ - This 
Land ·is-My Land: . Conflict Over Land Betwe Settlers 

- anq . Inctians in North_ west. River·, Labra9or ~- ubl-ish'd 
Hono.urs Dissertation: Oxford Polytechnic, .1980)'. · . ··.1•he 
maps~ of the · Settler children cove~ed th~- north ba.rik of . . .. 
·the _.town; ·,st_opping .at the river ba_nk by the ··. cable )·cat 
shelter •. ·· Likewise, - · the ~ap~ drawn by Indian· children 

· showed. onl-y the ~outh ·bank o_f · the : town, · de~pi te · the· 
f-act . that I asked . them to draw the town of Nortli"West · · 
.River,· which at that·· time included both · Shesh.atshit and .. 
Nort~ . West River. .. . . · · · . · · · 

. , 
Rivalry· is an .element of the . ·relationship ·between 
neighbouring communities ·which ·can be separated from 
ethnic;i ty ~ There i's rivalry between North West River 
and ·the Settler commuriity · o_f_ Rigolet, its neighbour to 
t _he. east~ . · - · . ' . 

. I 

s" At an · earlier meetj..ng, 1 had. suggested ~he theme of · 
ethnic relations as ·· a possible topic for discussion • . 
The .term · racism was substituted because nobody _· in the 
group had heard of · the term 1 ethnic relations • . , . . .. . . 

6. There was a trial period in which .Indians attended Lake 
Melville High echool, · th·e ·high .echool attended. by 
set~ler children in North west River. The attempt · at · 
amalgamating _ the· two groups for the purpose of ~chool­
ing failed, and the reason given was that the Indian 
parents . wante.d their .· children . ·to attend a ~atholic· 
school. . HC?w.ever, 'from the_ comments ,of · a few people .who 

.. were part of the scheme, · both Indiane and Settler at it 
would ·seem that th~ Indian· children we~e never accepted 

7 • 

by .. the Settler ·children • . · . 4 · · 
• ~ • g • • • 

.. I . have put 
·was · given 

; 

'seyeral•. : in case~ where a -·sJmilar r.esponse · 
simul~aneously . ~ .several ·people. when 
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counter statements were made by ~ group 
the d~scussion, I have used •others.• 

of 

Lucy's mother is Indian. 

The example of the 9ttempt at 
and Settler schools is a case 

J 

' 0 

\ 
amalgamating 
in po.int. 

t 
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\ -Ch~pter Seven-

UPALONG-DOWNALONG: 
The effect of DiffereQF.eS in Occupation upon 

Social _Organisation and the rQrmation·of Social Charaqters 
in North West River 

* * * 

1\ 

/ .. 
t'bwn, 

In this chapter, the patter~ of residence within the 

which was explored i.n Chapter Three, becomes the 

'"'starting point for the exploration .of the communi·ty• s seg­

mentary nature, and the_ .resUlting . soci~ · c~aracter~ of 1 Upa-
. . J . 

longer~ · and •oownalonger.• To ~ecapitUlate, the . present-day 

town of Nort;h West River is ·div-ided up into residential sec­

tions which repre.sent ·groups of .kin and, to .;' some ·. ext.ent~ .. ........ . - . 

reflect . the earlier pattern of settlement found along t~e 

shores of Lake Melville. Land grants which wer~ made origi-
• I 

nally to · individual Settlers when they moved to North west .. 
River have since been divided up among their descendants, 

and ·the clusters of h~uses which occupy single land grants 

are often found to belong to brothers, sisters, parents, 
~ . 

children and other relatives. Land grants hav~ also ·been 

shared among families related througp marria~, and adjace~t 

pl.ots . of land :oxten ho~se people originally fr.om neig~bour-

ing s~ttlement_s along the Lake ·Melville shore. Kesidential 
u 

areas in the comniuni ty, then,. have formed into enclaves of 

. kin and networks of f~iends, althoug~ the . lnhabitants o~ 

North West River s.uperf ici ally form _one ciommuni'ty • 

.... 
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Where a community member iives can also become a meas­

ure of social status, since the formation of enclaves based 

on k-t~ship has facilitated ' more than just the selective 

inheriting ¥ .d sharing of land. AcceSs to e;)~omic security 

and. ~o prestigious occupations which confer .status and power 
I 

in ·, the comm~ni ty are controlled and manipulated through 

kin-gr~up_s. and networks, the de\telopne~; of which was 

described in ~ ·chapter Four. The kin-based system of . .. 
patronag~ which -erisued limited access to resources and 

opportunities to a few inhabitants, while others seldom pro-

fited. 

. . 
P~tron~?e, in .. the. form - of sel_ective job opportunities, · 

,. 

was at it,s peak while the· International Grenfell Association· 

was established in ,Nor.th West -River. · As . w~ have _seen, the· 

Intern·ational Grenfell Association began .its operations· by 

recrui ti-n_g professi~nal staff from abroad, and· sqpplementing 

this ~taff ~~th workers drawn from the communities in which 

it operated. · The Association's patronage was a~tracted to . . . 

c8rta~n famuies :in tqese communiti~or· a variety. ot rea-

members of the community were favoured by the -

Internat- onal Grenfell Association, they were able to safe-. . . . . . . . . . ...---....... \ .· ; ' - : . 
__ guard .emp _oyment opportunities for themselves and theit fel-

low ~r.oup members. 

. . 
In its . early days, . the Mission· · in North West - -Rive~ was 
-~ . . . . . . 

'.not ~olely · :~h-~ prov'ider .of various se_rv~ces, · but was also 
I 

' the fo~us ~or. many different forms of development in· · the . . . . 

;..~- ·:. : .. . ·.· ' 
:}:t ' 'I' o ~ 

f · . 
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region~ Grenfell entertained businessmen, explorers and the 

ambassadors· of wealthy familjes in his attempts to develop 

LabradQr. As a dynamic catalyst fqr development, the Inter­

national Grenfell Association controlled interests in a 

number of act~vities, and so it wielded considerable influ­

ence. This meant that,, even if . jobs (and hence secur.ity), 

were not forthcoming with the Association itself, jobs else~ .. 
where in the community were to ·be had with the ~acking of 

~ . 
the Mission. Thus, nowaday~, families which have members 

working for the International' Grenftfil . Ass.ociat~~- seem also 
... ~ . -to have members involved in other prest.igious activ:ities in 

the co~unity (for - i·nstan.ce, 
~ 

stores and 
' ' 

the ·running of 
, 

government off ices and other · businesses) ·. 

The patronage system set up by the InternatiQnal Gren-, 
fell Association was respo'nsible f~r the format'ion of · under­

privileged groups· in the community-.'as well as for the crea-

tion of an elite, which was (arid still is) r·egularly supple-, 
J 

mented by . incoming professionali of various descriptions. 
. . ~ 

Recently, the elite has be·come invo).ved in political activi-

ties whicb entail the manipulation of Settler. ethnic iden-

tity. As local politicians, the elite are trying to mobil-
-

ise Settlers as 'Labradorians~ in order to gain accesa .to 
. "' 

Federal Government programmes, whereas some of ·the less 
-

. :,· . . 
·. :· .: . . . .. 

·, . 
'IZ""' ' ••• 

. . , ' 

.. . 

. ,'; 

powerful groups have come to ~epresent a more traditional ·· 
. . 

Settler . identity I such as ,. tr.appers• and I oldtimers, • which . . . . . . 
the local politicians wish to mobilise. 

l 
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the different parts of town has become integral with'the 

evolution of these groups, the members of vhich are, in 

turn, vested with ce,..ain perceptions, and thus form a 

number of ~social characters. • 

Since hired staff of the International Grenfell Associ-:-

ation and·. the Hudson's Bay-tompany were fFequently given 

housing close to the centre of town on land w~ch was 

granted · to the A~sociation and Company, many ·of the 
" 

. . 
' 

community • s . elite · live here. The town expands f.rom . -this . ;. 

centr.al point, · following -'the river bank upstream . aio~g tpe, 
• ... 0 • 

. . 
shore of Little Lake,- to Upalong, and downstr~am .along the 

0 . • • 

edge of Lake· _·Melville, to Dowf~long~ · Upalong is a rela­

tively small section of the town, whereas Downalong ~an ?, 
divided into a number of residential areas. some of these 

' are~s are- less pertinent t~an otHers in the social structure 
-
·of the . community, yet most represent the hubs of kin-groups. 

.Of the residential sections in _the . community, Upalong 

and Downal~ng are the ones most frequently mentioned and, in 

terms of community social 'structure, Upalongers and .oowna­

longers .form mutu~ly exclusive _groups. As we have seen in 
' ., . 

-Chapter Four, _these kin-groups deyolved from the family of 

- on~ of the ·first pioneers · to ·settle ~n Hamilton ·Inlet. 

Their devolution .into separate ki~-groups has factlitated 

tb• · differ-entiation of past e¥J?eriences_ between the .t~o 

. - g~oups, ·· and UpalQ.;ger.S havE be~ome the -mS:.rked cas·e.l .- i:t is . 
. , 

~ong ~he Upalongers ··that the only 'ma·rriages .' between Indians 

' ' 
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. 

and Settlers in Nor~ West River have taken place, two 

Indian women ar·e married to Upalong men, and both ·families 
-

live in Upalong. Upalongers do not constitute a powerful 

group· in the community; they ha~e no repre~entation on the 

town council or other political groups, 1 nor are chere 
• 
entrepr~neurs amongst them, except for one man who 'runs a 

smail convenience store·. 

' -.... "' . ', . 
During the perioq of ' the fur trade Upalongers ran trap-_ 

. • t 

lines at various 'points along 4 the inland waterw-ays of the 
. -
Hamil ton River a~d: 6rand ·Lake, and:.-are fre,quently · · menti'oned . . ------ . .. _.:.- . __,_.._., .,.._, 

in the Hudson•s Bay c~mpany journ~ls of the _ time. Many Upa-
-. . 

long oldtimers are w.ell-known for the_ trapping and prospect.-
I 

ing exploits that they undertook· when they were young men . 

·durin~ the time of the .~ur trade and _the development o~ ~he· 

'Labrador interior; storles of, their - renown have added a l •ot 
.. ' 

to the contemporary image of the trapping way of life. Uf 

these •oldtimers, a good ~Umber pontinued to trap at le~st 

part-time after the decline of tr'applng as the community • s · 
p '· 

main econom~c activity, ~nd have only stopped as a result of 

infirmity and old age. 

unlike other m~ber·s of 
tJ 

on the other hand, Upalongers, 
. \ .· 

the community'. have seldom found 

employment with the · International Grenfell Association to 

su"pplement th~i"r bush-related inco-ines. 

DownalongeFs. entertain 9istinct'~rceptions abdut Upa-

longers. These perceptions are both positive and negative, · 

and thus flexible to social advant~ge. In general terms, 
... . . 

. ' . ·;.t • • - . 

~;~r~:~:·:.:·'i. .· .:; : - ~ -:-: .. . ~-· -.. ,.... .. .. .• 0 , . :' • ;, • ~ ·:: r:;.: · . . 

. :··, ••· 1: ·: • • ••• t - • . • •• .. ., . I l ': ,: ' ' ,' 

, ._·. ·· 

• 

.. 
' ... ," 

. . _:· 
' ' • I , 



' .. 
'· . 

) , Downfllongers see Upalongers as· people who know about the . 
.. trapping wa:y of life, who have wood!iJman "' skills and who have 

not completely ma~e th~ transition from a trapping economy 

·to wage labour·, .whereas both Downalongers and Upalongers see , 
·~ ' 

Downalongers as those who have made a transition from a 

trapping economy to a wage · economy,' and therefore'. have • 

surrendered their knowledge of the land for more prestigious 

./ occupations with steady hours and a secure income. As will 

-be seen below, ·cownalongers also see the traits which have . 
devolved upQn Upalonge~s a~ be;~g intrinsically Indian 

traits. Thus_, · Downalongers see Up'lllongers as beiJ!g cul tur-
' 0 

ally identifiable with Indians in some situations, and this 
( 

is a pe~~Jpt~~n ~h~ch Upalongers _reject. 

Several things arise. from ·the pattern · q£ 'segregated 
;. 

identities discussed above~ Upalongers in contemporary . . . 
North West River are asswned, by · Downalongers, ·~~ ·nave a 

. . ' . .. . . . 
higher .. level. ·of skills pertaining to the -bush environment, 

~ . . . . . . .. 
. • . . • I f) 

and ~he former· are · frequently called. up<)n by the , lat~~r · f~r 
.· 

thtHr perceiv_ed skills .as woodsmen and knowledge of the bush 
1· .: . . . 

environment.,- An example of this · a~sumption was .$hown.· ·at · a 

m~etlng of
9 th~ T~~n· Co~cil w·hich -lttended during my~~stay • 

. The ·council .had made 
. 

plans fQr· a •make-work' project to be 

. . 

. -· . 
the ~ollowing spring .. season, : which 

.... . . ,. 
. ~ 

implemen~ed «uring 

.. 

' 

. . . 
. . 

' invol.ved cutting and clearing_ .a track t _hrough part of · the . . 
' . 

· sutr-ounding countryside. to make .cabins . more accessibl.'e, and . . ... . 
, " 

. , ~his was the main tc;>pi.c of t_he meeting~ a Th~availabtlJty of ·. , 
. . . 
. · . . . 

• 
' • 

) · . · 
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cer~ain Upalongers· for the work became an integral part of 

the planning for this p~oject. It was ~rg~ed that these 

Upalongers were the best woodcutters in the communi·ty and, 

if-the prdj ect was to be well ~xecuted( the.se woodcutters 

should be , employed. ·.. It w.as not known· when the Upalongers 

would be available to work on the project, .and some thought 
' 

was given to the problem of making the implementation of the 

project coincide with the avai·labil .ity of these workers. 

A trapping· life~tyle I exists only 'f~r a handful ' of older 
d 

• Q 

. "" .• community membe~s who have never stopped trapping, and of • 

these there are as many in t,)ownaiong as ·· in Upal'ong. How-

ever, i!though they do not live in a trapping econo~y.or 

experience trapping · as a W4Y of . l.ife,~ in 'possess.t.ng. bush 
• 
knowledge; Upalongers .are seen.by other Settlers as embody-

" . . I • 

ing .a specifically Settler culture which is . being lost. 

Thus, for other' communi~y members the upalongers ~ecome ,. 

representati-ve of a col~ur.flil. past, images of which ·are ~·n . . . ' . . 

, "--the process Qf . being mobilisep in the symbolism· o~ ·the .· · · 

' ' 

' 
!?resent-day local· politicians. (~· ~ magaz'ine is an 

_example of. the . mobilisation of ' trap~ing images with the .. aim 

of strengthening Se~tler ide~tity). They are, however, the 

bastions of a. decl .ining ·setuef ·culture no~ necessarily from 

·choice, but rather because of . the relative lack of job 

opportun ties afforded them. 

. . 
~ssociation with : the land and land-based ~ccupa-. . 

. . . 
tiona , lin Upalonger s not only ... to the trapping· lif.estyle of ' . 

• . ' 
I. ' . . .. 
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the .past but also to the nomadic and bush-orie~ed lifestyle 

of Indians. During my visits around the community, when I 

asked for information about . trapping experiences and for 

stories about how trappers got along with Indians in the · 
, . . 

country, I was frequently redirected to an Upalonger. I was 

told by Downalongers that "they all spea~ Indian up there 

(in Upalong)• and had plenty· of stories about 'the Indians. 

Community members who were, or who had been, empl oyed as 

firefighters also explained to me ·that Indians·made the best 

firefighters because (like Upalongers) they were good woods­

men and knew how to __ a~t, in the ~~sh, where to. fell.~rees and 

~tie · like, but that they were unreliable and· not always 

available for work. : These firef~gh~ers assumed that Indians 
'' , .... . ... . 

were ·seldom recruit~d by .the firefighting 

.. _ this - ~nr~l iabil~t~. 2; comments_ 1\~~: •they 
' ' 'I ot 

· their drink~ were repeatedly made .by . other community -members 

about . both-._Indi!lnS .arid cert\in Upalonge:s. , _ . . . . 

Upa~ongers, then, ~both a~gmerit ·.tradi tion,al Settler cul-
. . . ' . ·_ '(, - . . - .. 

tural identity and threaten its integrity through their per-
. 

ceived s~rtd iden~ity with the 'Indians of. today. . The 

.. 'Indian• like • identity that riownalongers perceive Upalongers 
r • • • • 

• 
to p>ssess becomes an e~hn~c .. r.enti_ty within • · the . bro~der_ 

Settler ethni.c identity, and elements of the foruier .can 
. . ·' ' 

.. . _become s~igmatl&~-~ · In· response,· Upal~~ge_r~ ~tt~mpt ~ dr~w· . . 

th~S~lv_~s -b~ck into ~he -~roader Set ler community . by a1 te'r- · 

n·ately. ~eject~ng the • Indian• ·role a· tributed to them; and 
. . . .. 
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by attempting to · play it as a useful soci a1 strategy, as 
-

will be seen in Chapter Eight. · 

The distincti~n between Upalong ·and Dow\along creates 

fertile ground for tl)e formation of social cha~ters in the 

community. 
' I 

Downalongers perceive Upalongers as having cer-

tain .tr~its, ~nd the Downalongers' 

about Upa~ngers has the effect of 

'" 

~s~usal · of perceptions 
I 

pushing the perceived 

u~alonger· into · the social char:fter of 'Upalonger. • ·Thus, 

Upalongers ·cah be periodically trappJd in a social character 

by · the -. perceptions of other community members. An example 

· of this can be drawn from my ffeldwork. 

Shortly after Christmas, I was passing the community 
. . . 

hall w~ people leavin·g aft~r ~ dance a:ttract'ed my atten­

tion. On e?tering the hall, I noticed that there had ·been 
. 

fighting, ·. som~ of which was 
. " . . ,. 

still in progress when I eht~red 
. . . 

the· hall.~ ·An Indian. c~uple were f~ghting in. the porch of 
' . 

the hall, but they stopped ... as .I approached and came into the 
. ., . 

hall ·with me. ·A settler .. from the· • E;skil!lo End' of . . town was 
. . 

~tartding up with his shirt torn and his nose - bleedi~g, wav-

ing a half ~pty beer bottle in the air. The bar license had · .... 

been grante~ through.- th~e Lion• s Club which had opened ·in. the 
~ • .1 : • ( ... 

community just after North. West River . . . 
had separated. from . . ~ , 

·. .. .Sheshatsh!ie, .and a f'ew of the Liorl' ·s Club committee membe~s, ' ·. . , 
a niaj ority of whom : w,re from Dowhalong, were escorti.ng some: . '-,_. __ , ' . .\ 

Indian~ out. . Troubl· e~6m·e· s.et.~lers £rom ·both upalong· and 
l 

Downalong·were being encourac;ted to leave ·i?Y their · fri.enda . 
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a,(d family members, and there i(ere geCal attelilpts ' to clear 

the ball. I . noticed comparative~-~~ fights occurring 

between Indians and Settlers at the dance. Most were 
i' 

between Settlers and Settlers, with a few between Indians 
I 

and I.ndi arts. 

People were standing round in groups am9ngst scattered . ~ . 
.chairs and tables littered with beer bottles. T~e groups 

mostly consisted of onlookers, with a few aggressors in~some 

of .the ·groups, and every now a~d then, a fight would flare 

up 

women in 

standing with some Downalong ·friends and neigh­

their relatives when ~ .fight. ensued between four 
\ 

group. At first the fight was between two .of 

nd ·the · other two intercepted, taking_,side.s, 'and 

then joined the fight·. · The women yelled at each ·. other-~ ..... 
• • 
thre~ t~king . sides against the fourth • . When ·the three began 

. .to 'physical~y attac_k the fourth,. several others in . the group 
" . . . , . . . ~ . 

. ) . 
pulled them apart by wrapping ·thei.r arms round the women~s 

. . 

torsos, pi~n:l.ng their arms to their .sides,· and ~iftlng them• 
. ~ . 

away from ·each ot·he~ • . The in.tercepters this time -were male 
' . . 

. ' . ~ . ~ 

f ·riendS'. of the ·women ·involved, and a1f Upalong w.oman .who was 

·not ~rt 'of the .. gioup.· .. Th~ fl.gh.tl .. ng women ~ere addressed by 
• • . J. 

the~r ·interc_epters with comments . such as: •Enough · 18' 

e~o~gh •, · · •stop · . being so .·bitchy •, -·~alm down •, · •get on home 
.. . . i . ~ ' 

and ·sleep it off•. ·. 

• I 

:) .. ~~~~ 
. .. 

... 

' . ' 
_·. ·A ·short, distance away~ I· sa~ - a fight ·between two India~---- ---· 

. . . 
girls ·bein,g · intel=cepted -. .an old Upalong mal~ tthose voice 

~ • t ' • ' ~ ' 

... . '. :.: .. . . 
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could not be heard above the noise. He was shortly joined 

by some of the Lion• s Club members who were ~rganisers of 
f I 

the dance. Between them, they lifted the girls from the 

floor, and -put them out i-nto the porch. This WClB no easy 

feat, as the 

~nd 
girls,, · .intent on finishing their fight, 

. 
resisted grabbed ·a~ anyone or anything · to anchor them-

selves. · Most of the comments made by the intercepters in 

· this · case were addressed to their fellow intercepters rather 
---

than to the aggr-essors: 0 

"Take them to the porch, Bill. Let's get them out 
of beret• 

To the girls, they said very little except . for comments l .ike . .. . 
"N9W, now l • 

/ ., . .. 
Anothe_r f i~~ t . b~gan between an Indian woman and an · Upa-

long . wom~n. ·. ~his was intercepted by women relr:iyes ·of - ~he : 
. . . . , . . ... 

Settler, and all _comments were addressed tq ,her.· The : style 

of these co~ents was ·not uncommon in everyday interacti-ons . 

between the same people' only, {n this · situation· they were 

said with more vehemence; 

I ' 
4 - . 

•ya blood of a bitch, cut it out will youl · 
.. born whore, . come on home t• 

Stub-

Later, when a group of Upalongers were leaving · the 

,hall, they found the! r way blocked by an Indian womfn w~o 

had passed. out in front_ of the door. One of th.e ~ .. women-' :in 

· the . group came forward arid said: . 
·.I 
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.. : : .•. : •· .... .... · : ''t 

• .. , , . ' ' 

':' . . . ': "'~- ·_ :. ' . 
... . 

.. 

"Excuse mel 'l'his is.. how you get out •••• walk right 
overr li~e the sidewalks• . . 

An~ked \v~r the prostrate woman in o~der to ge~ out . 

. I 

~ I noticed a pattern emerging in the way that the fights 
--·- . had been managed, ·and two aspects ?f. thiS'-pattern are· J;>Etr- -

tinent to my analysis. First~y, the fights . w~re being 

intercepted b~ , different people in different situations. 

fights between Sett1 era were being intercepted ·by family - . ~ 

members or friends, and fights between Indians, and between 

Indians ·anc;l se_ttlers, were being intercepted· either b~ Upa-

dance. Secondly, .the longe~s, or by the -organisers of the 

. interactions be.~w-een the -. '~nter~te.rs and. ·the . aggressors 

· varied according to the ethnici·ty of th~- fighlers • . ·While 

the"'intercepters spoke di-rectly to :.the fi,ghting Settl_er~, ·. 

the{ did ,not. do--sJ to .I~~ians~ -· La~guaJJe ~i.fferf!rtce may· pr;. . 

vlde -~~t :of . ·th~' rea!son .for ~hi's, ·b~t ' .doe~ not . n~cessarily· 
·.-expl.aln · why . c~~e~ts . ~bo u~ the · · Indiana . and ·: addr eased to . . - . ' . 

' . 
other Settlers shoW.d be derogatory, as· in the comment li~-

. . 
ening the Indian woman to a,sidewalk. 

. . 
.The ·e.xample cited above shows how Upalongers act , when 

put . in a situation which teinforces · the pe.rception. of other 

co'~uni ty members that they ;po~fess ~ high. degr-ee of, In~ia~-· 
. . ' 

. . . 
ness. The .role of .intercepter- put _,these Upa~~ngets in ~ · close 

I . ' ' ' .• "" • 

cont.act . w·ith Indians a·nd Settlers who ·were in·. conflict, . and · : 
• ' ' ' • I • ' 

demanded :: -~hat _they · ·mediate •. - .They we~& seen· as being. ~ell ·. 
' . . . . 

quali_fled to media.te because Upalongers are thought to share 
r· 

\ o 
\ . 

. ·~ : · 

,, •, , 

. . . ·. 
: ~ 

·' •\ 

. ·.·.:·: 

• • • I 

. ' ·~ .. 
• I ::~ ' 



~1:~::~r~· -' :·· -.- :1 . .- ·:·: · ~ ·. 
~ ~ I 

. . 
.. 

·I 
.\ 

·' 

.· . . 

' · 

. -. 

• 

·-

' . 

-

t I , , 

-.. : ·,· .. •\ ,• : 
'. ~ . ' • ' • • •• ' •• : :;, : · : ::. • .... ~ J ~ -: .. -'. 

' : I ~: · ·: ·: :. --. ·~·.' ~ · . <·· :'· > -:-:· ·.: :<: -.f~;;_:~::!<~~.~ ... 
: . ' . . : .. :'\ . . 

-
- 187 -

some characteristics with Indians • • 
The J response of - the 

intercepters was to diffuse the situation, both in th~ · phy­

sical sense of being in~ercepter, and in re-establishing 

which side of the Settler/Indian boundary they were on. 

While the rest of the community express~d the £eeling- that 

the Upalong intercepters were closer to the co~unity's per­

ception of Indianness, the interc~pters made sure that they 

expressed allegiance with the other -Settlers in the si tua-

'.· · 

., ' . . ~. 

tion, and n6t _with the Indians. · The interc~pters communi-
0 ' 

cated directly with settlers, which they rarely did with 

Indians, and the com.m.ents addressed to the Settlers made 

them· into allies. ·For ~xampi'e, the woman who left the hall 

-- solved the problem o.f tne blocke_d door . . froin the point of . · •-
\ . . .... 

vi'ew of .. a s~ttler_ who wished to ge~ out, rather than from ~ 

-th~- - point of view-· of _ the -.pr~st·r_at~rtnciian, who needed to be . . ' 

l .ifted out · o:f -the way .• 
. r 

The- p~oblem · ·of showing alleg'iance 

• than, to Indians becom-es acute 

Indian/Settle~ marriages . in Upalong. 

to Settlers -rather 
\ .. 

for the child~en of 

Two instances from . my 

fieldwork illus.trate th.is £X>int. While gathering genealogi-
. ' 

ca·l .infol\ati·on about th·e ~ommu~ity, I met with a .group of 

North· .west River high· school · _students who had colfecte_d · 

their family trees for , a class on local -history. One of the 
. . ·' 

_ st-ude.nts, _ who~e) mother: w.as . In~i~~, · had ch~s~~~ ·to com~ile · 
only that portion of her family_ tree contai~ing - her Settler · 
' . ' . . 

. ancestry, th-us rejecting : her affiliation with - X.ndians in 
l ' 
f 

. • · . . 
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favour of her S~ttler • ·identity· among her Settler class-, 

mates. 'l. ln addition, · I discovered that the perpetrators of 

the 'rock fights• ·that occur_red between Indian and ~Settler 

childr.en3 were the children from the .mixed marriages·, who 
. 

chose to show their allegiance ~o Settler culture by throw­
/ 

ing rocks · at the Indian children coming across the bridge. 

It seems that the · further removed. ·a person becomes from ,.,. 
-"direct association with· Indians and Indianness, the easier .. 

. . 
.· . 

it becomes•. to manage an ethnic identity which shares traits 

with. Jndians and Indianness. 

Upalol\gers are · caugh·t 'by the pe_rceptions of other 

Sett~ers in the . social character· of 'Upalonger.·• Th"ey are 

the retain~rs of an ethnic identity 'rather ··than its br_okers, , 
• .. -'CI • • • \ 

and ·are tllus · . not . as able to manipulate certain cultural 
• • .... • ' • 1, 

traits .as · are ·the brokers of the.-~dentity •• · As .·can . . be seen 
. . .. ~ .. . . .. ' . . 

in . the · follow~ng excerpt from . an· in.terv.iew I ~.onducted, 

' 'Iildia.imess• . . is· borne as a· stigma · by Upal~ngers, even though 

it i .. s se.en · b:y: others as part . of Settler cultural .td~ntity: 

E~iea 

.\ 

YOU were telling me what you felt about being 
Metis?. 

' · 
Jeromes 

~ 
. 

About being. 'Indian or Eskimo? · That• s· .· r1ght1 I 
always said · that, and · I ~old lots of · th~ oq the 

. . base. ·abo.ut that· - if · . tney•_re . going . --to call /me 
~(: .· . . Indian . or · . Eskimo, · treat me like onel · I ·wouldn't . 
·.7. : ... . . have· ·to .pay rio:.· t'aft't~ working· for the America~ or '· 
.,. . . canadian government. And they· call ·me Indian ·Or 

I ,• ' 

. ',r 

( 

.. . . . 

. ·'·. 

··' 

";, ·. - . ' ' .• .. . ·" . ' ... 
·-=.·,· ., ·, t • ' -s • • • ~ I J 

,• , I ~ .. ' • ' • ' • : • ' ' ' ," 
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I said, if you t'reat me like one, you can 
anything you want tot That·•s true, that 

You mean that you• d have · certain rights or 
privileges~ 

Jerome: ' 
Yeah, well, I'm a white person! And I wants to be 
rerrpectea - fhat:way. --rf~ey-cafi--me Indian or- -- --- ---
Eskimo, 'they disqualify me down · from my .own to 
another graqe, let·s · say. And if they're going to 
put me in that category, Okay 1 Don • t charge me no 
tax, and I' 11 live with. that as long as I live~ \ 

Evie: 

You wouJ.dn' t mind that? 

Jerome: \ 

Not a dam.ned bit, because I . wouldn 1 t have to pay 
no . taxesl . W~atever money I make, I wouldn't have 
to pay ~o taxi· And who's going_ to grumble about 
paying no taxes~ You? Eh? 

Perceptions espouse_d by the C9mmuni ty' s elite are of a 

members of the community, and- they are in the - ,process of 

establi'shing a distinct settler. cultural ident;ity _!11 which 
' ' I 

'tndi~ns are seen!as allies. They perceive · theuuielv.~s as 
·I· 

belonging ~o a culture . pot:Jse~sing an Indiann~ss which is 

permitted.as a result of their ·J;,ast cultural contact ·with 
. -· ' ~ . . -~ 

I~~ia~s, and. ·which_ -~x~lus~e.· to:-Settlers _as L~brador.ians, . 

giving the· Settler population legitima~e rights 'in Labrador. 

The· follow-~ng extract from an interview .' I -be~d- wi·tb an 
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el,ltrepreneur and one-time. councilor in the community illus­

trates this point: 

' 
•we did (have native status as a community] at one 

· time ••• this was all native at one time. We were 
all natives - all the people of this area was 
~nat!ves. when it came t ·o the government to· col­
lee~ taxes, then they turned around and said we • 
were- white Settlers. I think that a majority of 
people in this area .- long time Settlers . nere -
are partly native, and t feel that we do have some 
reason to have so~e· .part native status ••• "." · 

Local politician~ and entrepreneurs are more · abl.e to 

r .e'Qect the. stigma atta.ched to I~di.anness b&use of their 

economically and p~l·itically s 'ecure positions in the · commun-
~ . . . . . 

.ity• · As the . brokers . of ethn~ci~y, . therefore, they can 

c~pose. wpen to espouse a .traditional ~ttler · tdentity . 

because it is ··not, fo.r ·them, sti9matise~ and it does not 

trap them · into the same· set •f percept:ions and i;espons~s· as 

i~ 4oes. Upalongers. 

The example given below shows how the social characters 

~spoJ,lse_d · by the· local· .politica~ ·elite shape their interac­

tiou with -~ndia~~ and amon.g themselves •. , :rt is again drawn. 
. - . ..... . . . . 

from events taking place during a Christmas gathering, but 
. . . . .. ' 

this time .the par~ took place in .the Town ·Ball offices- and 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' : ' ·. . \ . . 

-was for all. -muniqipal workers -and. other . U!Jers. of the Town . 

·.aai~ · ~-~il"ding._ . As_:. was · · no :doubt t:'S~cipat~d, .s~me · gu~sts 
•' . \ . : ... 

became-' drunk and : causeq · confrontational situations~ The · . . -
• ,r..~ fir~t: of. · · theQ~ ~a~ perpet~a~ed . by · an . . qp~longer . who, -~f

1

ter 
~~sis~i~g. i~ his attenti.onJ t~ :variouJ;J . ~~men, was summarily · 

·~ 
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asked to 1(ave, and escorted trom the premises. This reso· 

lution of the situation was in contrast t9 the resolution of 

a simi1ar situation in~olving an · Indian woman,· which 

ooccurred later. 

/. 

I was sitting, and tal king . with two Settler friends I 

when the woman, who_ w~s knl'wn to us all, approached us-;­

Josephine was noticeably drunk, her movements were clumsy 

and her speech was . impaired. She pointed to me and said: 

11Hey, youl My fJ~end. I want to talk to you 1" 
t 

A Settler woman w.ho wa,s with me turned .. to Josephine, aggres­

sively telling her to go_. away and not be (Oilude, because · I 

w·a:. already involved in a. conversation_ whii;h she had inter-. 
three· r ·upte'd. Josephine replied to this by addressing the . . .. 

of us with the statement: 

"r hate youJ•. 
• 

At this point, the other Settler, 
--
a man, re·commenced with 

the conversation we had been engaged in previously, address .. 

:l,ng. me an.d the other .. settler· but ign'oring the I,ndian, who 
• 

left. ua after a 'little while. 

J ·watched several i-nteractions between this· woman and 

other ·people. Her inter~ctio.ns were mainly . wi~h people with 

whom she was familiar, and they were invariably membQrs of 

the. Downai~ng elite· and outsiders. She addressed 'them in a 

manner similar .to which she had previously addressed my ; 

. . . ' 
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group,· naf6-1rming friendships and then· declaring 'that 

whites hated Indians, and that the people whom she was . . 
addressing hated her. Their ·re~nse was usually to reas­

·sure her that they were friends with her and did not hate 

her. During these interactions, I overheard several com-, 

mente from bystanding Se\t~~.rs, mostly Upalongers, to the 
' ll 

effect that the Indian woman should be evicted f {om the 

party. 

Later the party thinned out, leaving a small. group com­

posed of the ·organisers, who were dra~n almost exc1usivel.:~i 
' I I ., , 

from the: community's :oownalC?ng and ~ut~ider el.ite, and a few 

·of the~F friends and acquaintances. By this time·, , . . . ' ·Jt* . ,.j 

Josephine • s .. · int.e~;actions· had . become more tens~. ·-~he 

.' appr oac~ed one Settler woman saying: 

' 

"'¥ou hate mel", and started to cry. 

... . 
The woman she bad approached took !let to· a quiet a~ cove in · 

the hall"- and tried to paci_fy her by· reaffirming friendship 
" . ~ 

and· a~suring the woman that· her problems wer·e understood. 

The Indian woman· wa~ , only briefly pacified by this and simi­

lar interactions~ 
. \ 

. . . 
Whilst ·these · interactions were taking place, ehe · 

remaining · pa~~icipants, .. · includin.g my.self, had seated them- ·· 
. ' : , 

seives _in· imotb"r alcove and. were chatting ·about Labrador. 
0 . . . ·, 

We began a· game, taking ·it in turnf:l• .. t9 ask obscure questions ' 
. . . . . . ' . '¥ • . . ' . . 

· al:iout Labrador~ an~· ·debating various answers. The Indian 

·' ., . 

' 

. . 
·' ' 

. . . ~ 

.· : 
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woman jolned 'this group. By now, she was approaching people 

in a very aggressive manner, hitting the people she 

approached, and yelling at 'them at close range: 

"I hate you, whites I" 

. -
!_}le membe1=s of the group carried on with the game, ,. even 

. ' . 
addr.e~sing the people who were,.beinq attacked by the Indian 

woman, . as if noth~ng was happening. ~entually, a member .~f 
, 

the ~emaining group lo~t )J.;s temper, and grabbed hold of the 
c 

woman • s wrists, s~outi:'ng: 

I "Now that• s enough I" I. 

I~ec;liately, the attention· o!= the whole group . WAS on the . 
scene. The Xndian woman· stopped her~ · rantings, and the .., 

angered person relaxed his hold on her wrist's, · telling her 

that she shoul.d go home and ·'sleep •it off.' Several offers 

to see her safely hoiJle en~.ued, and were ~iscussed among the _· 

assembl-ed group, culminating in someone driving her . homEr. 

~d so the even! ng ended. --> 
0 • 

The set of social interactions descz::.ibed above is quite 
. 1 J 

different from t~e interactions encountered in the ~ascrip-

tion of the dance, revealing that there are . di~fere~~ -per- "' . ' . 
' . . . . . 
M • . 

ceptions at · play. .Ln this instance, the distance between · 

·.Settlers and Jindians is underpla~ea bY the Set-~ler . ~rti~i- . 

pant!~. .AS local poWticians and mAnagers pf, ethnic iden­

tity, the Settlers . perceive India~s as Allies,. and· ·as the 

z; ' 
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r . "" ~dministtators of· social ..,.. and medical ~nd educational ser-
\ . 

vices, the Settl~rs perceive Indi:ant as· ·their . wards . and . 
fl1ent~. Iq the s~~ial chara~tersiSf ·~ly,• 'guar~ian~ · ~nd 

'patron,• the Settlers in the situation can do ve~y little 

.tto stop the disruption. However, ·when someone does attempt 
. ' 

to C(Onfront Jo~ephine ~ith . ' .her d~sruptive. b~haviour, the · 4 

other participants · ar-e anxious· to see howl\he· ·situ~tion· is· 
• • • p ,. ' • 

; . ..· .... . 
handled- A:].though relief , is felt ·when--the'situation is dif-

fused, the . ~OS~, O~emper is not se.en ·as an · accept~bl'e trait ·· . 

for the so.cial ' ~haracters ·espoused. here. · Arid so this method · 
" . . ... ' . . ~ . . . 

'of · _handlin~ the situati~~.- .is ' soon dropped, and Jo_s_ephine is 
' . . . . 

·extended. the protective c~st.ody of her patrons. and all·ies. 
' · • ., • , '9 

'S~cial. · situation~~ then, bring .. about, 'the. · espousa~ of 
' ~ . . 

social characters · wh~ch are appropriate -for the individu~l 

.. in. a particula~ social oontex~·. The . individUal is, to . some 

e~te~t, trapped. in ·these social characters by th_e expe~ta- . . 

tiona of. fellow community members. Eve'n so, ·che ~ndividual 

:. i~ still ~ble_ . . t~ ·ma~ip~l~t• eth~i"'identity: by· r~spon.dl~g 
. 

.selectively to social ·,cnaracters • Upalo~g Settlers ate able · 
. , 

to manipulate 
I 

the ·. • Upalonger •, . .. social character. to their 
. , • II' 

. advantage when the Indian .qqalities of Upalong~rs · sy-Jilbol .ise 
\.,. . . ,.. .. . 

ll • • ) 

Settler.· identity, but *=:hey als.o have to ma.,.ntain an · ethnic . . ·. 
• \ • l 

distance from Indiaria' ·when these same qualit~es .become 
~ ' 

equated wit) the,, _cultu~al traits 'of . Indians. •oOwna..;, . o 

lo~gers, • o.n tlie oth~r hand• strengthen .their ·. ethnic . i~en:... . . . \ ' . . 
' · 

tity by empathising with Indiana· in the ~atters·• tole as a · . 
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.. ' 

' ·' 
politically. active group, rather than by expressing shar~d 

cultural . traits, and they do this by assuming the roles of 

pat~on and guardian towards Indians, who pose no threat to 

the Downalongers• social identity, 

* * * I 

This· chapter has dealt with two issues in the . discus-. . 

sion· of. social 1·characte·rs. The first is the. re_lativJ rigi-
' . . . 

di ty of •certain social characte"rs, and ·.the second is the .way· 
• • . IJ . . • • • . . .. . ' 

in which elements o~ an ident,i ty can become stigmatised. . '· 

As _. so_cial . ~h~racters represent the different exp~ri­

ences of different sectors of the community·, then ino.t ··.all 
' · ' 

el~ents of all social characters are universally shared by . ~ . . 
. ' . . . .. ~ . 

all Settlers. In the qase of the 'Upalonger' social ch~rac-. 

'ter, c.ertain traits which CQmpo~~ th~t character a~e stigma­

tised by 'other s~ttlers, and the' _iJte.rchilngS· of 'Upalonger' ., 

with other so.cial' characters often becomes defensive on the 

part·. of~ th~ . stigm~tis~~ _' Upalon~er •. • ·The ~s~us~~ of some 

:social· characters, therefore, is seen' as lea~ desirable than 
• • I . • ' . : , • I . . . : 

the e_spo~sal .: of ·. other pocial .characters. and all soci~ 

characters are to some extent limiting in -their ability . t~' . •. . . . . \ . .. . . 

be maJ_)ipul a ted, · a~ ~.~n be seen 'by the tr ai.ts of the 'Downa- . 

·.longer • .- ~ocial cha~act~r. 
II . 

. . 
Th~ '.JJpalong'i'f;' . social ~haracter represents an ethnic 
• • . 0 

id~ntity . within ·the more general and ·_pe-rvasi~e -Set~ler etb-

ntc · -identit~. ··. El_em~rits of the ·.Sett~.~r ethnic ~d~.ntity . have 
f I . f . ., . 
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assumed negative connotations, but at the same ~ime, thesel 

stigmatised elements also help to symbolise a traqitiorial 

Settler ltf'es~yle. The. Settler lifestyle of trapping came 
c 

a ut through a hybridisation ?f Indian, Eur~pean and Inuit 

trait$, and it is this quality of shared cultural 

wh.ich ... · s~ll:"ultaneo~sly both threaten and bolster 

Settler ethni~ . identity. This is pecause Settler .ethnic 

Y ident;.t ~Y ·is betn~ es~bl·i~hed iQ · .r _elation to the' · ethnic 

t !~entity · ··of ;Indians, · who are the_ ~losest neighbours of . North · ~ -

. West River settlers, ~nd so 'settler iQentity · must" be seen as _ ._ / . 
. .. 

· sig~i'f!cantly different . from that of tlie India·ns. North 

West \ Rive~ · s~ttl~rs do·. not construct their ethnlc i~entiey · 
in relation 

~ + 
to .the Inuit; and ~o the latter do not.pose a · 

th~eat· to the management of Settler. ethnic identity. As 

Kennedy\ ·(19~2zlB6-7) · h.as pointed out, ·the settlers in other · 

" coastal Labrador communities, which are shared with ·Inuit,-

fi_n_d :it··_easier _to -~oopt Indians as f~nds while ma~ntai~lng .. 

social diStance ·from 'the. I-nuft of, their own communities; ·and t 
I 

, • I 

~ suggest_~hat it _is b~cause these s~ttlers ar~ cons~ructing 
. ~ . ' . . . . 

th_eir 'th~ic. identi ~~eli _ in relation · t .o th.e 'nu~ t~ . ~ . 

• 
. In this chapter the relationship between occu~ation, 

~ -

status, and 'aocial characters have be~n ·examined, and occu-
• . I • • 

pational . diffe.r-enees, which · represent telative soc~al'statua 
• I . .. .. . ... . 

in the community, ·have .. been trarisl_~ted into differen; sociAl. / 
, , ;. • ' ' • I I 

characters • . The following chapter .. explores the ways .in 
. . ~ 

· which · soct.·al cbarac~era ·can be manipulated in a conversa-:-

• 
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tiO{lr when the different .participants wlsh to express their 

ethni~ - identity in relation to Indians in-different ways. 

* * * 
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ENDNOTES 

Because Upalongers form only a small section ot the 
·population, they are a more noticeabl~ group than Dow­
nalongers, and Downalong values and perceptions are 
moreJ widespread • . · _ ··. · : . 

. . .... 
Z~1imerly (1975:237-238}' ·describes a .similar phenomenon 
in his discussion .of the.impact of~wage-labour on _the 
trappfng ·economy. brought abou~ . by the constr~ction ·. of 
Goose · Bay . Airbase; He quotes Findlay from. an .article 
in· Maclean• a Ma~uine for Jun·e 1943: '"Employment of · 
Montagnais/Naskapi Indians -was almost nil. 'Th~ cop­
tractoz-s tried to hire them· to work -wi~hout ··much sue- · 
cess·. . ·.a.hey· WOU.fd wor·k a ·.COUpi. .. of days and thep drift ·. 
away' ••• • ·.- . · ..._ · 

. . 
See- previous .chapter. · • 
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-Chapter Eiqht­
. LEEMOS,I·: 

Social Characters 
and Soci&l. Interaction in I 

:Nor~h West River 
--

* * * 

The.
1
intention of·· this cha.pter is ·to conversa":' 

I . I . • • 

tion b_rtween s~ven people in North .west R ver, three of ·whom 

are major· participants in the- conversati n and fo.ur ·of ·.whom 
.- . I . . . 

, , I , , 

are . peripheral. Through 
.. . . t .• 

.the anal~sis · wis~ to dra~-- atten-

tion to seVer...;_ tli\ngs. . 'l'be social . en i ro;..ent -~" . '!r esen.::J 

day North West River creates an ambi nee in which -different 

social characters come into existenc 

other in different situations. 

sation; the three main· partici~ant 
I 

se~arate and contrasting 

respons~ to each' 

e course.of the· conver-­

e~ch espo~se seve~al . 

characters. Each social 
. . 

character_ comes ·into bei~g _ in . the co~~~xt -of the. group~ and 

also through the. con_versati~n ·and issues discussed in 'the 

--~er~atio~t· a~d·. the differen_t rceptions ~f Indians ·thus 

expressed show the _fragrne·ntedness of et.hnici ty in the social . . 
. ~- . 

li'Ves of the·. participa~ts; Pe·rce_ptions . or cliches . ·about 
t 

Indians ~re taken up by the participants in . responee to .the 
. ,__ . 

~equirement.s - o.f _the .social' situation, and. ·ar~ manip.W:~t:ed in 
• • . l ~ . . ' 

order to -deflhe and redefine ethnic_ ~ferences . between the 

Settlers .and· Indians~· . · \ 
<. . _, , . IT . 

. ·Among. the social cha~acters taken up at differen~ times 

by differez:1t particlpa~ts · 1~ th~ ~onver.sation are •set"tler,~ . . . . 

,. ' . "' ' • 't 
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' .trapper,,· • oldtimer,' • Upalonger·,.' 'oownalonger,' 'newco-
' r, 

-~~r• ·and 'outsider.• Other social characters occur in other 
. . 

social situat~onsi but the conversatiori,here is. typ~al· · of 
' . . .. 

·. 
... ' conv er ~a ti ons bel~. between the individuals repre'sented, and' . .. 
-· . . . 
.:_-•·. 

• . . 

' .. · .... 

·: . ' . 
". ) · 

· . . 

' . 

~ ... 

... \. 

ty~ie~l : c;>f the ·social ·characters they · n~rmally .. espouse in 

·this particular social settiriq. conversation,· ·as ·-a mediUm · 

for . the . ~xploratfoil. of · ~oci'al . characters,· - h~:~- s~v~iai .: ln~r~ ·. 
' . · ~ . ' 

. , I . 

its·. _ .. It. · is a pa~sive means of ~nte.rac~lng, aa:td the·· ~sp()us.al· · . 
"' . 

• • • • • 'II • . 

·of. social. characters can be· followed ·through the exchange of · 

verbal clues·_ and -symbols. For the fieldworker · armed with' a . . -
tape ·reco;der, such i'nteraction offe'r's · the' means to closely 

. . . .. . . . ·:. ~ ~ . 

scrutinise· and analyse data •. . . ... . . .: . 

. . 'l'Wo topical threads· .run th~ough . the . conversation, and 
. . . 

three · d~bates form ·around these · topics, unfolding in ~n ·. 
- . 

1 ABA' arrangement· .. as ' the discussion between the parti~ipants 
. . . . . ' . . 

J?~og_~esffts. ~ E~ch _debatE!", cl'!~nges_. the paramecers of ·the 

conv,~sation, and ttie ·par-ticipants· espouse different·. · social 
. . . ) . . ' . . . 

charact~r·s as. the_ relatiQ'riship between the so~lal chvact'ers 

.' . ch,ange~~ Infiuences · of ~ pas~ - ~conomic . ·activities . _m_e 
I • ~ , . ' ' t • 

~apparent 1n. the. perceptions est)oused in the_. conversation~ · 
. . . .·-. - ' . . . . . . . . . . . 

the moat noticeable ... being ·t~at of trapping~ - . :The three 
. ·. 

" : • .._ ' ,j ... I 

.·.. . / debates .· ·focus in co.M:astin.g ways 1;1pon -t~e boundary drawn · . 

:<:_' . . · between .settlers . ~nd Indians. ·. one of the .issue·s · around . 
·.· 

. . 
~ . .. 

.• . 

•. 

' ;' 

.. . .. ,,·, 

. .. 

·. -' ' . ,. '• 

...... _. .. · whfcb the · _debates focus concerns land claims, in which · ·-
.. .• . . . . : .. . . ' . . . (t . . . : . . . 

f::_ .. : .. · :. ~n~~an Cl.ai~~· ex_ciu~e ·~he. s~t_tlers . an~ t;~eref~.re ~ut ~hem _in_ . . ··: .. 
~ - ' • ' . . . • •· ) - • . .: .. '<' 

~·i . . oppoaH~on . t~ the J;ndiana. · ~n · the Urat :debate; . tf.e .. 

~~\;t,:.J , :;::,,· ',· ·;,.;,.:. :,: ·,,,,, ·,:: .::: ... ,; ::.; ·. ·,.; } ... · "' ·.\ : .. 7:•, .• ;c~i J;·.· ~ ; ..... ·:.: ... ·. ·.;, •. : ... · .. ': . ~ ... : ·. -~ •.. · . ·~;. ·: ... :·. :; .. ·:,, : .• · : .·. : .•..•. ~ .. ·· ; ..•••.•.. : : .. · .:: .· :.j~ 
:fr. · \ :;;;~.oe: :-~\r.r.1~~:\''.\"'t. ~l'~li.l;.-~~!,~·~~:-·J~·. · _,f(;-..r-l·:;..a~s·.,if .. ).~J::rJ ,<t~:(t~{s:•:-.~~~.-.. ·:\), :~-:..·~;. ;.·J:• ~~, \:'.~:~'\ · : .·1~,.\~~r:-.. ~:;.~ ,_fr~:~,f.t-~:;i}3;-~:.~t:~ "J\~·· ·',jt.~~~:;,i~J .:i.A~ ,.: .. ~~~ -;~~t!. , : · · )i~ :t~ ... :- ~: . ' ·::! ~ > .~. ~ ~ 
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. Settlers perce~ve themselves to be disenfranchised by Indian 

land claims. The·· other issue, . diff.~rences betw~eJl Settler 

and In~iian land use ~nd harve.stl~g practices, is taken up in 
0 

th~ · secorid· debate. In this ·debate, settlers de~ine ~hem~ 
J 

selves in· relation -to Indians by using ~iffere~ces in land 

use and llf.estyle, and in' this cas~·, Indiana are needed as a 

~ soundin9 bo~ for · .. settler i.dentity. · .In .the final ~abate, 
the :ParticiJ?an.t'b re~urn to their posi~ion as oppc)nenta · of 

the ·Indians :through thei.r _opposition to· the Indians• land 
. • . . I . . 

claims, . but .. in doing so,· they draw upon their Inu'it heri- . 
.... . . , 

tage, an allegiance which they consider ~ives them ~laim ~o 
I , 

native . status, anc;] tllro.ugh this, a\ided claim to Labrador as 
. ' ( . · .. ·.. , . 

their ~ome (or territory). 

The conversation takes place in the home of two of the 

participants over some beers on a . weekday eve~ing_.. I had· 

aske.d to interview one of. the hosts and had be~n invited to 

join them for a. 'drih~n~. carry .out ~y· lntervi~ at the ' same 

time, hence, I am one of the peripheral pa~ticipa·nts. fhe 

e:tra~t-· used below._ comes from' the late~ par~ of ·the eve~l.ng, 
' . ' 

after .s~verAl. .beers· have been consumed and spirits are -~ high. 
Q • . . ... ,. ~ . .. 

-. 

· By this ti~e, . t'oo, the participa_~ts are less aware. of the · -

· mor~ formal aspects of the interview. The members . of the 
( 

~roup . are all k~own·· .t:~. each other·~ . and ;ha~e va.~i_ouis . conne~;_ 

tiona . to 1t~e ~oinmunity of_ North west ~iver _. Of ~h_e ·.· thrtte · 
· J • ' a · · "L' 

' main ' participants; one, Jo·nes,, is .. a rel~tive : new~omer' . ~9 the . 

and 
0 

Frank, are · from . 
,. 

lo~g- . .-·. 
( I ''. 

..... ...... . , . 
·: .. :;x 

· ' 

, ..... . -. 
' • 

• ' ', I 

I o , • 

'. 

. .. •· 

'\ ' 

. ; 

. : . ~. 
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establ ish.J No'rth We.st River·. families. 
( · . 
~esearcher, an~ of · t~e remaining.three, two 

are r.elated . to ~ol;>y and the oth·er, Sam,. is .. 
mate o·f Jones and ',l'oby·~· 

. , ., 

I aJD present as 

, f,ec and Ma.~;y, 

frlend and work-

/ 
.. ; .• 

. Toby, ·the host, in·· his late thirties, is a Down.alonger . . ~ . 

from .a . ,fuily who . had been !it t.he reg! on rr nearly two hun-

dred: years·. . Hi~ · forebear had been a· • plant~r• . and· indepen-
. ' . . ' 

dent .. trader in . Hami~ton Inl.et,. his great.:..gta~d:father ana 
. . 

9randfather 
. , . 

had ·been . trappers · and his father · a local 

. . ;·. >~ . ::,_1:''.!~ , : ., . ··· . 
.. ·. :·.: ·: 

. · ' 

. . . , 
· . . •' 

·' 

• : I 

. \ 

en~r~prene~r~· Toby. works as a li~esm~~ for the province• s 

hydr~elect~fc compan; 'but ~lso has ~~cess to traplineij and 

cabins . al.ong· Grand L~ which he makes . use of at weekends 
' & • • ~ 

and over holidays, and which he .shares with other family 
. . . . . ·. . ' 

·~e~ers. His wife and brother are both pr~sent as minor 
. . 

pa~ti~ipants, histl:lrother, Alec, ,,often ~choing th~ senti-· 
. 8 , 

menta of.· othe.r pa~~icip~nt;1f. Alec i~ one ·of the local 
. ' 

.. wil~life . wardens, . and as such. is turned to occasionally for . . ' . . ,. . 
information about ·animal populations arid the env·ironment. ~ 

• 
t 

Frank,· in his early fo·rj:ies, is also ·from . a long$tand-

. . ing 
. . 
North west Riv~r '·fam~ly Qut, unlike Tobyl. he ·i-s ail upa-

6 
longer. · ·Dis forebear cam~ out· fJ:"om ·orkney ~ j~st ove.r a hun-. ' . 

=- · dr•d years· a.9o ·tf? work .with t 'he · Hudson• s . Bay Company and was 

oh~: of .th, f~r~t men to ~ett{e. in Nor.th w~a·t · Rl~e~, . on the 

Upalong ~~n~~ :··.His · g.raat .·~~andfa~her an~~~df.ather · ~ere 
• , . I , • . . 

tr.apper·a with: ,t~tt sudson•.s .. Bay· com~nyt. :4nd hi~. · ·~ather still .. ,: ... 
o ' • • ' ' •' ' ' ~ : I • ' o " ·, \ • • ' . : ' ' • • '• , I ' 

·tr~pa. Prank )forks . full time as a fireman on the G9ose Bay . . . . . ' . 

' ... 

t . 

. ' 

-· .. 

.. ' 

. •' 

. ' 
' .· 
. , · 

., . ' 
\ Ct • • .," , · .. 

;:~:: >.' . ' ' ' . \ . ' . ... . ,. 
~.!.: :.. .· . l , ~ • , ),.... ' ... - . . " ' ' . \ ' 

'1~~j~r_; .;;_ ._ . .:.::~~:, , .. ~:: :,: ·:t:)!L· .. :. !.L~,:i.~J~~;;~_,,~,,~:_:::·. ::. ;,;,~ •. ~.~.:.> .. ,,( ·:;;: rA;: ;~:~,.i: '"~~ .. ,,;;~:,.,, ,~~ .. ;.: .. · .. :•· : ... : :~~ . .J 
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·Airbase, but also spends much of his spare time.· and his 

planned hol~days trapping with ·his brother and father. As 

. ! .. 

such, . he can be saip to hav~ two occupations-..:.that of · fire- . ~ ·'. 
. . 

man and that of trapper. As ~- bachelor, Frank o~ten forms 
. . 
_friendships ~ith the incominC1 staff of the ·International 

... 
Grenfell Association and · other outsiders. He also bas an . ' 

., . . · 
interest in the history of the .. region and coliects old . ~ooks 

written about Labrador by various scientists and adventurer's . . .. . . . - . . 

who have pas~ed through · the 
. ' 

region in ·. the past hunared 

years. This· hob~y is ·both fed by, and gives access to, the 

outsider elite that is forming in the community. ire and 

Toby grew 

friends. 

up 'together· in North West River and are close 

Jones is in his late twenties. · He grew up in North 

West River after hi~ father moved to ~he .region as a .con­

struction worker, thus he does not have the connections· to . . . . . . 
· Nprth West River · that Frank and Toby do, ~nor do~s he · have · 

•trapper• or 'oldtimer• stat~s. He works as a linesman with 

"Toby and with sam-, ~· a minor participant in the conversation, 
... : . 

who is ~Yom a · North. West River family but ·who now live$ iri 

Happy Va}.l~Y.-qoos.~ Bay an~ is payin!J a social' call .• 

' ~ 
Jones: . Who's claiming the l .and? :i: me.an, :.nobody owns 

the landl ·, 
Sam: They [the · Indians] . only' move~ there I Jesu~l 

~ . ':.: 
I 

.. 
. \ 

. . . 

• 

. I 

. \· . . 
1 
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Jones: 

Toby: 
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Jones: 

Toby: 

Sam: 
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Whether it's white people or Indians, I don't 
think anybody owns _the land. Land is land! 
I mean, whoever travel~ and uses it, eh? 
(Asse.nt froai ·the group). · 
But the ·fact is, I do.n' t think anyone· should 

·.· cut il) on somebody' s territory ~ho' s been 
· using' [the land] there for · such extent of . 

time. · · 
., \11. 

They didn'·t · used to stay· in ode place. They 
wer.e ·moving all over · the frigging country, 
.right? Th~ cari't go claiming so~ethlng jus~ 
because they've moved back to North West 

:River - beciause · they're settled. he·re now 1 
Bec~use they were all over the place ~efore. 
Spread out, · see? 

·They were nomadic. That's· the way· th·ey · w.ere, 
eb, boy? . . . ' 
Just because ~hey settled~er~, why .should 
they try to claim the lanaround North west 
River? •cause this was only their place for 
coming_ to get a piece of·. gr·ub and sell a bit 
of fur, and · theY.'d be -off back in the · country 
again. , : · : · . . 

. . ' 
'If they · were like they .were, years and yeax:s 
ago, .and. still use the · land, maybe· I'd see a 
little bit Of it • . But.not .nowl Because, 
Jesus Chri~t, .they're. flyil)g~· in and... .. Ubl, 
~h. Christ, they'r~. not u~in' the land! 

~ . 
'- . 

· .. 
' . 

. . ' 
·1 · 

• • 

i ~ · . . 

·~ -. : . 

r, . 

.·. 
. .. 

. . 
..... -:. 

·. 

Jones: 

Sam: 
·Toby: 

Evie1 
Sbm: 

Jones a 

Eviea 
Jones a 

c-. 

Toby 1 

They · use the land les~ tha~ the whi_te· man 
does.... . · .. 
~· •• ·~. us.ing t~e land mostly · for a holiday now 1 
You talk to the older guys, the real old 
guys, and. they'd only see the Indians .perhaps 
once a year - come and get some supplies., 
sell. a bit of fur, and they were gone again. · 
How can they. claim. the~·land round this area? 
Well; they're ~ot. They're claiming . inlandl 
Yeahl L· They• re. claiming .half of Labrado·r 1 · ~ . 
But how· can they· cfa.im inland when there's a· 
lot .of Caucasian trappers been .. out there? 
Trapping for _years and years 'arid .generations? ·. 
Ho~ many .generations have they been .there? 
I. don' 't know!' Well, . I couldn't give' you an 

.·exact 'mount, but .·I'd say · t.here•s .been· . 
about.· ••• ohl' Mot:e than five genera.tionsl . 

. : ·r ··wouldn' t know that onel \ .. 
. '· , . . . . 

" I 

.. . 

. .::.. ' 

. :-·. ,! . ·,; . ·' 
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· Evie: Nol You don't span five generational But, 

you know, ~hey also flooded the best hunting 
a~ea, -didn'~ they? 

. sam: . . 
(General . asserit). 
For so many· I9d~ns, but· not all the Indians • 
There · were · so~any unaffected, you see. • • • • . 

t'rank·: ·That was the Indians• main area- up around 
Michikamaul ·That was their .•·• •••.••• ;. 

Jones: They ~so,. flooded Cowie- s .. land •••• 
'· . Sam: That was their ·main stomping ground •••• 

Fran~ / Yes, 'well. 'Tfiat was all Indian larid. People 

{

1 .~just went up there ·and took it, in the 
· ·. nin~t~en hUhdteds_. There wasn• t a white mali 
/ up there until nineteen hundred and 
· someth~pg. ~ 

Sam: The people...... ·There was no problem with 
the Indians until they went . up the 'Height of 
Land,' and then the trappers got into the 
Indians up there, but before that, they 
never. • • • they .never. • •• 

Frank: They kept pushi-ng th~ ~ndians ba.ck and back 
·and .back. And it was in the l9BBs before any 
white man ~ent up there trapping. Old Uncle 
Bob, and them. · They were the first ones up 
there trapping. And Grandfathet Must~rd, and 
uncle Bert, and three. or four·more. They 
were the flrst. 

Evie: What did they find when they went up there? ~-

Frank: 
Toby:' 
Evie: 

\' 

Frank: 

Toby: 
• Frank: 

·Toby: 

. . 
Evie: 

Frankz 

Pardon? 
Furl ' ' ' 
What :.did they find? 
hostile? 

That the Indians were 
.# 

~well, eh. They only went up tg make a new ­
traplfne, · ~ecause the people were getting 
more plentiful and· everyone claimed a 'piece 
of land, and they would just keep go.ing, more 
and more, and~ •• 
Moving into ·the country. · .Yeah. 
• •• running out of landi ·That's alll Th~y 

· had to go fur.tller back. .·\ 
To catch · the furs; to inake a living) for the 
family, rightl There was more· people. That's 
alll · , 
Yes, but how did this . affect the India~s? · 
There wasn I 't a ·piece ()f land, maybe for' sixty 
or .seventy milesl 
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How would that affect- the Indians if they 
. were supposed to . be hunting out there? 
~hey were s-till doing the· s<;Ulle as they were. 

- S~ill hunting? _ 
welll .Nol T'would affect the indians Toby: 

' .somewhat, like Frank said. The .Indians would 
prdbably move on to .• nother area. · . 

_.Yep. And, like. Alec said. . The,Y . didn't 
retal'iate that much, they retaliated a 

Prank: 

Alec_: · 
~ie: 

. Prank: 

Sam: 

Frank: · 

Toby: 
Evie: 
Toby: 

EVie: 

Toby: 
Frankz 

little, eh? . · 
Np, uh •• ;. · 
Like what did -they do? 
I think they -cocked a qun •n• that, they •••• 
Burne_d . somebody' s tilt and that. It wasn ' t a 
biq lot. , 
You're talking of going into Churchill Falls, 
and on beyond that, eh~. - · 
That··was al~ays a main tr.appinq .area, though, 
eh? That's the caribou main area, (the] herd 
area •••••• 
Indians never trapped, see? 
No? 

·They never ever · trappedl qpt proper! They 
catch ·a few skins - mink and beaver - and 
they'd walk down a fox rather than ~et a trap 
for it. Hit on a fresh tra~k, and they'd 
walk·~ ~own in snowshoes, · and ~ they qet · ·im 

_ that way, eh? And t·hen· they • d ·get a few 
· skins· and come back in arid trade. • un .in for 
supplies. and ~hen the,y'd 'be gone again. 
They would·rather walk a fox down than trap 
it? . . 
That• s ~he way · they. done it1 . 
And the same way -with otters, that'~·the way 
they used to hunt otters a lot too. They'd 
qat their _feeding places, _and know where they 
were going to be in the evening and that, eh? 
Like a- little .bit of water _where · _th~y- would 
come up and feed •n• eat. They .knew all 
those· pla~e~, where, 'the ' rapids . w~re - under 
the ice, . •n•· wher~ the otter tr~el~ across. 
Otters· and beavers · 'n' that was their main · 

! 

·animals... · · J 
I . : 
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'l'oby: 

Frank: 

Toby: 

Evie: 
Frank: 

Jones: 
· Frank: . 

··Toby: 

(__, 

'• 

Jones: 

Evie: 

Sam: 

sam: 
Jones: 

Evie: 
Toby:· 

' \ 

I . .. . .. • 

.. ,· ·. . ' ' . · . . 
. -.. 

\ . 
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Water 'ani~$Us, eh? They ·never go·r at cats or 
foxes.- regards wli.th trapp; eh? . Like a fox 1 
I know.! I talked with-. old Michel Pasteen, · p 

and he - says they get a fresh track and-they 
·walk 'Un down,. eh? Or run . ' -im · down, o_r · 
whatever, · eh? 'rhen shoot ·• un. ; • · 
I don't see why .Al~c didn't run ~ · or Walk . 

. .. that. one down the "other · day, ·Up Grand Laket · 
(Laughter). c . .•. · · • , 

~hat•s ' w~at he - ~old me, ·anyway(·_. iie···~ · an . o~c.i· · · _ 
guy, ~e•s still living yet, · but I meaq he 
used to salmon fish; wel_l ·, livi·ng .across the 
Bay and ·I was · over 1:h'ere salmon fi-sliing. _ I 
dunno how· ol·d I ·~a~. Ei.ghteen; I -s•pose; 
when I used to go up there. I stayed over 
there myself, camping, .and I • d visit;. them, 
you know? Michel Pasteenl · 
They. used to eat· beaver meat? . 
Oh yes. Tney'd eat beaver, poroup~ne . and 
car~bou. That's what they nearly lived on, 

· eh? . , 
There's noth~ng wrong with beayerlf 
And. they.' d Clet _a few skins of fur and- then~ 
buy flour _and other necessary foods. 
'rhat• s what ''they were doi-ng, eh? Just . . · 
surv·iving·, eh? · · '· 1 • 

Liv~ng off the~·and, that's all the Ind+a~s 
use~ to do. · 1 

They can't 'do that from \North ·west Rivet, 
tho,~gh., · can ·they? " · • 
Well, they never used to live in North west . 

·· River that long. They'~ just:' come into tow·n 
to pick up. supplies arid then ·go back in the 
country . ag~in, eh? T~en they_ wer~· back in 
t~eir own country and doing their own thing 
on their own .again, eh? ·' . · . 
That's tbe .difference •••• ~ __ 
No one can 1 ive off · the land now, anyway ••.••• 
Why not? 
There's nobody _ r~ally lives off the lahd, but 
there• s white pebple who liv.e of.£ the land . . , 
more than the Indians d6, eq? · 
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. 'EVery~_ man· j.ust go. !JU~::.-t-ogether? · _I · me~~,· not ~ . . 
toge~her tfut _j~st(··.go out . and do lt •. Nobody , · 
would mak~ anything! .- .~he·re• s not :enough lapd, 
I ·meaJ! •. ..:- No w~fl Okay, · you•ve ,.got"g9.'ys .here . 
with· ·t~'apl ines. . That •·s ·good:. . Nobody • s gonJl' . .. 
~nterfere.: , ftere;-s-o-f~r,_ t:t•s .good,: He.te.:.. · " · .. 
On -the coas~ .~O-gle .d()n r-t-. resp~-c~ rr_aP;J-ines · _ j · . -~ · 
any -~~re, but her.e---.~ey. d?· . . i . . . . . __ . . ~ - -__:. · _: . 

But o_n the coast,_- J<?ne~,_, they. nevAr h~d - no · .,_ ·. _·_- -·--:: .~ 
big_ tr~plines. · Notbing >l~ike ·t~a~, ·either. , :- .~ ·. 
They were livi~g off of fish, selling c~ an~ · ~ 

. th·a~· was the.ir ma~n s~abi.lity. ·· .: . · . · '-.: ' ... 
teJ'ts put it ·this _way~ thenf Let'-s ·say ·~ha~ . . 
;everyone went .out. and trapped. \ And we had ·· 

Toby: 

Jones: 

,· ._... the same ~ine as . you did.· ·-okay? · · ~ -. "' ' · .__. .. 
'·' . 'l'oby :' . :okay 1 - . . . . . . . • . . . . ' . . . . . . .• ·;'• 

,'d'OJ)eS: -:lind everybody : ~ent OUt .. and trapped.l~ke 'yo~ ·. '·. _:' 
! ' • • : . . · . ; did. AnCl ·ev.erybody' ~ent - out an'd. hunted ~he ' .": · ~ 

· ·· same d~ned . · thin~. · Now,_ do you think - hOnest I: ·. o · .• -~-
. opinion - coUld y.ou ma~f;! a liying, off o~ ·your , :,: ; 

·..:._: fucking traps· and furs? ._ What ' you .haul · in ·orr ·- ·. · ··'·. 
, · trapline, pould -y:ou make a 1ivi.ng -on ·t·gat? : . ·· 

:. wroby: · I'd be· living ' up Grand. Lake, somewhere ·.by-· : ... : •·. ~. 
·· · mys.elf ··1n my _tilt, to ~a_ke . ~~ through. > . · ·: .. :·.· 

' 'Jones·: · . would you _do·.it, .though~- -;- __ :... ..:.... .. . - -... ·• . : __ _ ·_ · .. ----- .. -' .. _ .. .:. _ ::.c 
-'wro.by: . wo~.r~_d _ ·I ·_dcf ·it?:o Nol I woui'd~ -~ t _do~ it:, Q.ut- -:--·-- · . · ·. :~'( · .,~ 

. . . you .ptobably· ~ould,· · .... . ·._ ~ _ · : --·. · ~ . .- · 
:· ·Jones: Gkay •. ·Yoii .9ould,·· but._that• ~ .· You • . · And you 

"'l'oby: 

1·. Jo~es: 

got half of GranQ La~l Now, if everybody 
wanted 'to . do that •••• 1 . . --

·_without a .· sn~w~o1bile •.• ~ - •.•. '. :·· . . .. . · · .. . · 1 
Just imagine --!£-·everybody"· wanted . t~ ·do . that. 
If. eve_rybody ,went up- there and tr_ied ·to 'd9 

·that. It · woukd· not· be possible!• . Definitely 
not be t>ossiolel . Blue· (Toby) could go up. 

. . . . there-1 · ~e· c~u~d make a living. · sure·, 'he• d . · 
~ · survive . .. But _ ii.e wopldn1 t be. a· r'ich man~ And. 

· ~. he. . wouldn • t be ~~ well off . ~s he is now I · 
Toby.: - · :r .-.wouldn • t have a snowmobile.··· ~. 

' . ' f 

. ~ .. 

. •, ... 

--...!.--.:. 

'-. . ... . '* . I 

· .Jones: · · Yeahf · · He .. wouldn't. be as ·w,ll off __ as he : is . · .. ... ~~. ·_ .. ·-:· 
n<?w'l Lik.~ he-,~aid, he woulan• t have a - .. "" ._· -~-· :-
snowmobile. :- .. . : . . · · . : · ·. : -~ 

Migh~ haye a cano._e 9r-.someth~ng f·or ·paddl,ing : . ·. ' . Toby: 
r:ound in 'bhe Lake 1 · · . -.. · .. · · · 

:· · Jo:nes: . · There,-you go, you s~el. ·rt., c~n· t be doneJ . . 
t ·, I t # . -. 

· . . . · .. . 

.. 

. ' 

, I ,I' .. 

' 
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... . 
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Evie/)!-ti •. . Yo·ll tallced t~ a lot of- Indians,· I 
s• pose~ eh?. . . .· 

. • ' . • • J 

· -~---- Evies Not PlUC:h,. · this .. time-1 '· -~ · •. · • 
. · · .·Tob.yt, Do they ~hink they can live . off the l'and?-

. Evie.i"> i- dan• t _ kn,gw· ·an~more. --.The· fa.st time ( ··spoke 
• . tO'--I~~{ans _ about·- ~~ lrf4~ 1977 •• u · 

Toby: What · did._they think then? 
_E¥,i_Eu · . They tl_lou.ght _they ·could, but I ·think· they • ve 

. . .. . changed ·their . min~s. • • • . . . .. 
.Jon_es·: · ~l,· I ·don't t:hirik - tpey could~ I don't . ·\ 

· think· they could then: -· .As far . as ~ • m .... .' 
concerned, right. here · - ~ and Tpbe "' . ,. 

_~trapping, and Ale~ ~they• i"e do'ing ·4l·s good as 
o anybo.dy else. As g~od as · anybo..._d~I· know. · 
· . And Frank, Frank is far ahead of anybody else 
· · . when it comes .to that, eh? . -'-·, ___ · 

. . . . -. . . . . . . -- . 
.. · .'- - ~vies · · ..(t~Lfran~L.__.!ou reckon you · could ma~e a · . 

· · ·· · --. ·. 'living- trapping? -. ~- · · ·· 

·Toby.' 

:... 1 

• 
., . 

.- , 

~-- .· 

.. . ·. ~ : 
. ' ..... ' :: 

. . \ . . , . . . . 
.:· . ·.· Fra,nk:\ :' . well~ if y'ou ·made a living, y~u·d hav'e t .o··.go ' :· . .. ·. ·-· . -:·J. back ·in -ar~und the ·.• He~ght . of ~and', or · . . , 
· · ·, : · . . . something~- Have all your ·equipnent and : . 

: - ..... . -· ., ·everything and operate t~at w_a ~ · Couple ··of..: · ... 
· .. ·"-;-::<_ . . . ·felle'rs· could ' mak~ a lot of . o'ney •. . . 

Jone&-t~ · .To yourself? · . ·. : :· · · • ·.. · · -. -----· \ . ' : .. . . . . - . . . .. 
· · Frankr · Well, · there's a bunch. of them .in Lthere now· -

· · 25~l9 ..... trappers there~ •• ·. _ 

·. 

'o • I I 
1 

,--.....: 

Jo.ness .· WouldJ1'~t----i~ · have t;cf 'be to . yoursel~. 25-39 
-------....,..--- · · . . t;ral?pers - now--,~h.en~ ,.. . · · -:·. . . ·-. 

Alec: Nol :No • .. Let•·s""see, · now. · Last .year, do~ng 
· . . . it pa·rt-time, · you)nade a hal» decent · wage! 

• • · • • • • • - <; ~ 

Frank: ,._ · we _made _$7JJ99 in two \Uont;bs ~ast· · yearl' And , 
-. · , .. · the"-I.~st. year, we made $30-,.'!SS doing : !·~ · . 
. · . . . part-time 1· And there• s thirty..t to forty 

: trappers trapping the. same aJ:ea"'as_ we · a·rel 
·· Rxactly_ the Bamel' There's three or) (our . 

'· .· · · trap~ i~ ~he same ar ,t!a 1 . -. . ':-----., · : 
. Jones&· . . Now, let's say ·a bunch o' potential :trappers 

wpuld ·like 'to go trapping but can• t, .like ' ·., 

. . 

.to trap; but ·I · can't! I don't have nowhere . 
. . . \' . 

myself a· I'd like to go trapping.~ 'I'-d ·love . -:.-.,,<: ) 
to go,· .J;ight? You just ·say, .everybody lil,ce . . \ · .. · 
myself, who had the same f~~li~~ as · mysel~~ 

. •· 

• 

. , 
. . 

f ~ ' • 

' .· ' j·' 
·.· ·'· .. 

... . was_ to g~ ~,.·there. That. would . cut .- your . . 
tESrrit"'ry down. : .Cut down everybQdy and n~xt 
thing you know, you•re ·down to about· $1599· a 

'··; . ,. 
' 

year and.... · · · · # .1 · · 

~ - · ' 
• ' 

· . . 
, I · -. .., ... . ~ - : ' .. . ' / 

·/ · . 
• ' :-. ·.;' . .I 

• , I .. 

. . ~=====,..........._ .,--:· .. -. ~ . · . ~L •• : . · -.-·_ •• · ; .. · . : . · _ • .:-... ·: ·;· -:,"- ... ·"·· ·.·::::_~~<;, _.· · \ . r' _ · 
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F~ank': . · · i kn~w!l ~ kn~w there's no't . ro.om -' for - --~very~n~ : -~ 
-·tQ_.trap. Tha.t• -s only simple! · But _ it is.: . · , 

Jones: 
Evie: 

posS'tble to m~ke _ a living off pf. i't ·now, . for 
a certain . amo~,:ant. of people. The -land can ···. 
only- 'do . s(5 · many .people, there'S · only ,SO many 
skins o·f fur 1' . · · · · · . · ·. · . · . 

. ' . ' . , ' . . 
That • s. exactly t ·r·ue 1 · . 
How many people do you reckon? 

Frank: . Ohl . . That!.s.· hard td s~y. ~ •• ·• 
Al~c: ' You. _~ould- never · _be;· abl·e to - t~ll. : I :. mean, ,_:_you 

'l'opy:.. 
ri:'ank: 

could .say :.. there-'s_ so m~ny st.u4ies aon~ •••• 
Anq :yo·u. qo.n' t~_-know th._e -pr~.ce o~ . fur • . 
The priqe of f -ar might drop. ·, -~ •• • · ., 

. .. .. 

~-

... ~ · ,.; ... 
. . ' 

' •' -.. 
. : ~ 

• . .: .. · _ . 

. . . -· 
.. .. t 

~ -. . . . _; . 
. :· 

·. •. 

:. 

' J • • 

Ttle _pr·i~e' ·_of · fur might · drop ••.• ·. -: Like I was ..... 
' sa1ing, ~ a- man ·in there with a · cabin and-a . . . . . --
·/Canoe w~_tild. pr'Qqably. survive. ~-or ~e- ·!Euit _ of · . . · · ;. __ ·.·-._: .. ·_ 

Toby: 

. h_is lifej - · ' til~ ~ric_e ·. of- f~wo~~d - ~av_~ t~ - g~ .- ' : . .. _ .. _ ..... \ -- --~·--: 
· down· an·. awful ·'lot to affect him ••.• -•• ·. \· - :... - A - - - • 

Sam: ·. ft,ike; · ln .there -.there.•·s ~o·~:tiy· mar'tin •. ···.lJalztin. ·-::·.. . -. ·.·::;· 
, anci"fox ••• : ·:, · : · : · --.. _ ·_ ·. _. · - - ~--- ··· ,. · -·· ·· ·-:~ 

To.by.; _: -~ : It-' a: 1-if~ ·-whet.~'e.r the ... price ~f :iur ·.goes.- up> or ·· .· .: . :. · · ~>~ 
· _. .: : · down, . . ·eh? •. I~ would have. tp- go '1dowri an . ~wfo_l ... . ;·, -.·.-: 

.. )..ot ~ t~ a'ffect· . .-yo\.1·: _i~. __ you .liere 'ju,st llv.ing. off ·._. . -'. · '': __ ·:: : _~- . 
the' lEtnd · r ·eh? -, _.· ' . ..-- ··. ' ., . . . ·.. ' - . - ... . . - .- . ' ·---.-:·;.'-

- • . , . ' . . ! . - ' . . .. · . • . •, . 

Frank·:_ L.ike_,; you _·· may as weil "say, :li_k·e: the _ Bra~n~· . ·.··, · · . . . _-;.:' . 
· . ·. · ·. -· down he·re, _ lives off the ·land all right! _· · · -~ _ -:__:: . _, . . . . . . . . . . ·. . . . . . . . .- ' . . .. 

Alec:, ·.Yep! They_!_re_ ~t~e--~~y o_~~s le~tl ·· · . • · _ 
Sam: Yo.u take ·those guys,_·:·for exampie, ·: and· that' a· · : . 

exactly wtia~ they donei \. - ._, -.: ; 
Topy: . · -.•• ."and they don 1 t have snowmobil-es~.- •• · ·. ·. . . : . ~-.- .'7_ : .. ! 

Sam: ~h·ey ·don't. get a · whole l~t; elther, you -kno'w. . - . -· - ~ ' .. · . 
. _. Trapping ln wiriter._ and~ishing- .in summer ••••• . ·; 

·. Jones: .. · As far as I'm c~ncerped, - ··the longer -we ho.l.d ·: ~ 
.on ·.to this trapline · situation, the bet_ter it 

~··' 

.. ' · 

. ~ ·. 

-, ·. · .. isl o • ... · • ... . ~ 

· Evie: Why~ · ·· 
' . 

. 
I 

' \ . 

.' · 
. ,·, 
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·, 

- ~ . 

\· 

-.. ~ " 

. ' 

.. ' 

.' 

.. .. . 
' • r .'"- .. ~ \ ·, 

·. --. . ..... . ' ----· -- . .:. . ' •. 1 ' .. .. 
.. ': ;_ 211:' - - ' . . . . --. ._ 

. ' .. . 
' :--: \' . .• . ' . . . 

.. . ·. " ~ ..... , , . . . .. . . . 
, ·· · · Jones: .. L~t•s for example say· .that · Tobe Dunn ow·ns . a 
, · : . · ·-.. . . · traplirie ·right; ~P. to, just· ~bo\fe Cape · · . · 
· f.. ·--.!.:-Caribou, _· ~n-"the ~d(tl:l and. s.o_).uth side. Okay'· . . ·-

let's .. say ·tnat I- go __ cut in there, and .then 
SOmebody else gQeS CUtS in th~re, ·ana ., .. ~ 

,.~ ' somebody. else, and· so on.· ·Ok~y, ·_you • re· · · · · 
. · talk:in:g about four ;wayli now I ·yo-u• re -talking- --.. , . 

·. · . . a ;.tour-way cut on all the furs! 'But I · t~ink .. · .. . t 
. ~ [t'ha~l as long- as we hold o~ . to· th~ trapline _ ~··1.- '. . · 

· . . got his· -traplin~·-~ Why should we invade -'it? ' . 
. Why · shoUld anyone :-1hvade- it?- -~hat _person · has · · : . 

I ' 

- -~ . 

·. 

. . l .. ·Situation (~hen] ·the~e· s this .. persoa, he's · .. · ·. ·. 

a ·trapline. ·It·• s his trapline ~hrough · --- .- -~. 
" · tradition! · Not t:hrough law· or nothing, but ·· .. . ·· ' -
.' :·. · t;hr~~gh trag~tion. But it -_is. his_.-.... , . . 

· Franki · The. Indians owned it . fitstl 

.. 
" .t 

· Jorie~: · .' Yel!lh, · okay 1· ·. . .. · ··· _ 
. ~ , ., ' ._, 

~·· ~ 'l'"oby: .:.-.B_,ut do the. I~aian·s tr~ap up 'there~ . tboug~? .' .-· 
· • · .Sam: ' The Indians used to -trap up there..... · 

. • . • t ; • • ~ -s • • ' • • • 

... ·\ · · .. . l. ~n~~=- ··' But they were so noma¢Uc~·you di1~h't 1tnow : ., 
· ~ - . ... where they were going to be next •.... . 

f' .• . .,. . ' • • .. \ • 

~: · · . .TobyJ . But how' can you _prove t;.hey used·.-to· trap in ·. 
"' ... · . . · .... ·Grand ·Lake? _ . ..... · · . -.\ . · . .. ~ 
· · ·Fz.:an~: ... Reco~ds say,· Hudson• s -Bay: Company:·(recor:CIS· .s.ay .·· . . '. ..;, ' 
. r ·. . that they. were -trapp~ng right rou~~-1here .l · · · · 

· Toby: ·. It ·does.? . . · · ·. .. _. . · . . ·· .\ .. · 
·Franks. oh yes. ·• . : · . ' .. 

; . ' . ' . ·. . . . ~ ·, . . 
·siima But·. how much . did ·the .Indian$ trap? . They only 

. . . -~ .. t~:.appe-Q a . few .. w·ate'r animals 1 · 1 • • 

· ··Fr411k: ·._: .' ·Twa$ ·o.nly a coup1·e of white .men· sett.ting : .. 
· · traps herEL~irst. It·• s · only lately\ that· the · . • 
. · , trapping 1 gpt going. -Th~ white peop~e started . 

;. br_eaking off from the Hudson • s Bay Company 
. ; · and .qt~rted _tr~p.Ping ...; few · traps her'.e and 

thet;e. •-·. .. ·. . . ._.,.. .. · . 
Toby.z Ye'ah_, butl. · Th.e Indi.~ns .·only ·.ever trapped 

·water aqiJ!lalS 1 . . .~ · ' · . · ~ 

.- . 

. .. . . 

I 

' . 

... 

., 

j • 

. . Frank z · · ·Yeatt.· But) mean · th~t they trapped arid used·· . · · · 
\ . --~~:t:a~d~. a~d they'd get wha~ they_ c~·~d . and· · • ... ._ 

, . ,. . ,\ . . ' 

. Toby\ · Yeah, well they· still·. do e~? . , . 
· · · Frank z \ Even the ..old store manager nere · used to go up 

· · .. · · ·' and force this ·feller out ·and that feller ••• ·• 
Jorietu · You· don • t be_iiev.e 'everything .you - read, · .. eh?. · • 
Fra~ki ~ ,· ~ell~ the Hudson's Bay Company .rec,ord~ ,are 

. - . . : . . _ very . good and. strai9ht_1. · · . . · . · · · 
\ 

,. 

" 

I · , 

' ' 
·I 

' . " . I ' . 
. j • .• '. 'I· . ' f 

- .. ..... 

· . ,·, , : r: l 

- ·. • . ' . 

( •' , . , . 

f'~: \ :: .. ·~ :~ . ~'<: . ! , :: ' ... . · . . 
. , "'l . ' . . . \ 

' ' . .. ~ 
' • : : •. • \ •. I 

.• 1 

• t • •• • 
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Jones: · Just -~ike- their . pi:.-~6~.s- . and ··t .hei.u ·ev~:lu·a.tion . ~ · .. 
·of furs! . · I don•.t believe -in· the Hudson• s ·say · 
. Comp,·ny.l · · · . . . ·. · -:- -. . · .. -.~ . · : 
Yes.~·~·-''but .-1~ ~i(opvious . _that the •;I:ndi~n~.'- were . 

~.here . firs.~l I~mean,_ you eatl•t · di~pute th'at · 

. 
Evie: 

• ' . 

. . ' .. · ... 
.. . , ':'" .• 
. , . 

.:. 

• l .. ·· 
. . , they were here first! · ,0 

I :d~n•t know .• I'm not -reaily:·aure . abo~t 
that... ·· 

Evie: ~ The . ~u·topeans that came here 'fo~nd · .: · 

Jones: 

. Indi~~.; •·•• · --. ·. . · . . . 
'toby .: : K'aype ·they weJ:"e ·here, . . but I · dQn~ t .kQow ·about . 

··: . · in - ~beir humbers •••• · . . .- ; · . 
Jo~J,es: , ·;• Can you .honestly··· say that? .. ~ . 

sam:: ·I rqean, · ypu .CJon·' t:, k_now -how · long :they .stayed . · ~· 
h 

. . . . .. . • . · . :: . 
_ . . .. . . ,· · ere ••• ,.· . . . . . · .. ..,.,. : ~ · : . .- .... · _ . 
. ··~ . . ~ Evfe·d:;~ ·- No;· bttt they . were . he.re first· .. ~. . i"' · ·' 

· . ·-jQJ;le·~: ·; _: Tney. were' -riomadi~:t' · . . . . .. . . . . . . .. ·. . .. 
1 

· Mary: ·. How ~.can you ·say that.t;he· Ind!a.~s \'~re here · , · · · ... "' . ·· .:· 
... ... . , . first? · · ·... . · : · · · ·-< .. ...,. · · .. : 

. • · " f · · \ .Evi.~~- Be¢au~e the .first ~h-it'~ ~~n ·he~e f~~;;;-~~ . ·.· ·. : :· ·.· · . . ,. 
· ·· · ·. - ~-r · ;. Indians, and. ·archaeological si tea · all over · :-- -~~-·- .· _ .. .. . ·: 

· · ... · . ..the 'place ·.date 'them a~ being here. · be-fore .· .. · · -~---~ ."_ . · 
.:·.. . white ·people. I·~ m not anj.a:rch~~olo9ist,_ · b.~· .. · .. · · _. ·.: >-'~ 

. . _there· are sites •. ~.. · · ' · · ·. ; · .. · 
Toby~· ·;;~:: Maybe· they j\lst .. passed · through · her~? . 

. .. 

'· 

.... . Jl · .. •·. · ·Frank: _ .. Bdt that • s m~stly what t -hey . ~d_id 1 ~~ey.: passed 
,. 

' · 

rt!_ . 

. · .. 

, · 

.. 
• 

'C'oo.. '" · • 

· .. ... · . · .. 
: ::.~/ . • : .. • • ! . , . 

~ · · · through everywhere, eh?. They usuall..y . : ; 
followed the · caribou. · Th_at.• s where the)' were . . . . ':.. ~. 
... . they·:stayed rou~d the caribou! . · ·· . 

. :: ____ _ ____ ·_. _ J.onea ... : - ......... Yu.O\.uu .can't :ex.Pect- them to .come. 1~ . an~d~--· .-----~.-.-· ----:-
• 1 ·. _·.:. • ·. . some place· .up and -then cQme.~.pack · anc:} ·try to -. 

, 

. . .. 
... 

·~·· .. . : . 

. .. 
cla,i,m -itl c - . _ · ' . . ' 

· . · . ~am:'· . . I don• t thi nk they should get· anythtng'· from 
... · · -, ·.·. thei'r _lan~ cl.ilims 1 . · · ·_ . · · · · ·• ··, • . 

,. ' . 

. ~ones:, ·: ;. :t 'don·• t; ·either 1 ·. , · ·• .. • ', 
'··-· Mary: ·. Everi if .they .were her.e - first·, ~ I mea'n,;· Godl 

·. ;, 

· We . al~ · gqt --to live =somewhere·! . · · · . ... 
Jones: ·They. come· ·through and .dirt [sic] ·this place ·· · ·· ..• ..... . I . . . . , . .. . ~ up . ·. . . . . ... · . 

It ·woUld be al» · r'ight if · the1i we're living ···the . · 
-_ yay th·ey . _used_ to, · but not the way they• re · ·-.. . 
. liv'i ng now 1 They. don't deserve it I o· 

, ! ·. 

sa.m·: 
t . - . . 

. 

·· :. . . '• · 

.,t • 

. • 

· They ·_dirt-ied thi~ place . up.... • ··· · .. J~nes: 
- .. ~ .•. -

·. ~ ·.· ., I EVie: . 

. : ... 

. ~ 
.. 

T.h~y dirtied ·- ~ t up? '· ~. . · ·. o., .. . .. : ·, 
~ . ' 

~ . 

. · . 
. . " :--..· . ·. . . · I . . 

/• . J 

. . · 7 

I . 
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~ ·: 

I . ,. 
•• •• J 
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, / 

i . 

: . ~ ' " .. ::. .' . .. 

' , • :, ... · : • ~ ·: .-• • 1 :;. • ... ... ~.. • ~ .. .:. .: ; • : •• • '\_, • 0 
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.· Jon~s·: . " T_he . Indians came· 'through. They" -l;f.ved in this - J . '- . ·:· .. · 

'·p~·ace . until .. it._ got ~o - ~l_o~c;Jy-dirty that they . · · . · • 

.· 

moved· ·an to . the.:next •. · Tnat•.s why ·th~' r~ . ·. · · 
hom·adic; . as far as !"' m concerned 1. Arid I .. . , __.. 
·tal·ked ·to ·a· few older peop;Le · and ..,they ~olcf me·: 
. - ·· 'Well, . 'this is .wheJ;e· I came . f.roin.' They 
told· me tha·t · they stayed in on~ place . until 

-; . . ~.'t ·got. s9 . dirty that "'~'they':· just. ·moved on·. _ 
. Toby:·.·. Yo~, think they shoul~ get money, Evi,o? 

~ Jones·:· · .. ·I don• t ·think they .should get any money._. • .1 
•. ··* ._· Ev.ie: ··· :I'm· asking you guys • . ··You. r~ve here,- r don it~ 

· · -'·J.onit"s: . But~ 'there's. a thing.~ • .'yQi.l'.ve gp~ to think of . · , 
. i 

· · another . thing! Wheth~r : it • s uslng · the' l 'and or · 
1_ . • • ·- , · abusfng the land~\ .- . . \ :--... ' .. . 

. I ·· : . .· . · ... Sam': ·' .· If ·they. were ·still ·using it, then ·I ·could 

·. 

. . \ ilL 
... . ' _ ... . ' . 

. . see.... . ·. · . - . . ~ · 

. Fr-~nk: :-., ... : It·• .. s · ch~n9iA9 a;tl ·:th~ t .inie, between :the .. · 
. , · ..... · · Indians. You can. see it.. tJsea -to be a time · 

. . '· . . .. · whe.n 'eve·ryone ••• / •• oh, it'-s . changeq .an · awf_ul . · :\ · · 
· .. .:. ·. , . .-. · · l<?t. You can eyee · -ft changing· a1~· the . time~ . . 

· · · : .. · . · Eve·9 wheq ·we ;were little fellers •. ·. Us·ed ~o· ... :.· . 
·; · ·· ·know all . the Indians by . .name and everything·, : , . , 

. . ·; : .~·, . . . .. ·one _tim~. Now I. ha~dl)T.· -~riow . any. o~-. th~·: · :·' . · .· :' 
, •' ', • ~ , , , . • .S'anu,, · ~ecause-· there! s : so' many 1 .' . , , ' , , " , \, • I : .• 

· : : -.. . ·.' • .. . · · .Toby: . · Now they warit to cla~m .the· whole ·of· t.abrador·l :. ·· :·· .. · · · · < 

.. ~ .•... 
I . .' -
1 • • 

.. . . . 

. ' ·· . . . .. ~;Alec: ·.. They' \'8 . only just ~v.ed in in the l ,ast couple '· ·. ·_. 1
• 

':'-/...._ .. _. ' :. · .·· · . of yea_rs 1 _ . - . · · . . .· .. · · : · · · · · -
/ · _.· .. ·-:.... • • .. ~ .'1 • • ;_ • • Jones:~ .· Yes, : but wha.t happens ·to ·.us lot .in ·the, 

.---... ....._ ·· ·' m''ddle? '' · · · ·· : : · ·---: ,' - .. ... . . . . . . . ... . . . '· .. -.....__:. ·. ~ Mary: . . ·we caine· ·'i rom the Eskimos :for . God •: s s~ke l 
. ~ E~ie~ ·: · You .should .be .Metis·.-.~. ::· ·. -, ..:...·· ~- -. _·:....· ___ _:_____:,-::---,----· -'-:·. -·,· 
. . . . o · . . . . 

.. 

.. 

: . --*'. . . I 
'· 
' • . . 

·. ' 
'•, ' 
: .. .. ' 

' · . . 

· · ··Fr·ank:· . ·Everyone is_ Metis here..... .. . . . 
. . . . Jones: ·: ~hat• s ·what I put 'on my ·job appl icatio.p form · .. 

· _. ·. . ..... R~gistered ' Metisl · · ·. · ·. · · : ·. . . 
. · Toby: ·. _ Jeesel~ I got.Esfimo'. blood in me ~ll . qver · the · ·., · 

0 
· . 

. · · _. .. ·-~~:.\:.: .· ~ , ·. plac;:el : We' ·r_e· half 'll~eys". and · half "v . · . 
- ·• skeemos P · · · · . . 

· · Jones: . s• true, y.e·ah·~·. ~: 'leemoa·l i 
·'(Laughter)'. : · · · · .·· · ·. 

, . 

. ' 
' ( 

· . 
.. . ~ . 
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--.· 

. . · 
'\ . ·.. . . . 

.FQl:lewing th~- ~onversation through · .. the1 conti'ibuti~n · of· ·~ . 
. \ ' . . . I . . . . . . . . . .• . . . . , .. . 

one . ' par.ticipant ' produces .· ·. an· often chaotic and. 
' . . 0 

' . . ' ' ' . . " . ., . . .. . . .· . . 
· ~~ntradi'ctoz::y . · · set · .- of . argumenta. However, · 

II • • • • • .. • ' • • p. I ' - . 

• . parti_cipants are ~-· s·een . as· . . . contt:ibuting. fragm~nt~ .. of . 
. . . \ . , . .. . . . 

... •• • ' ' ~.~·4 . ~~ . ' :.:....... 

-:· any 
. · . 

. . , 
if . the.·. 
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. .. 
co~~ersation . w?~~h. ~b~~ 
b~t · overlapp~g · social 
~ . .. t :. . 

characters~ .. then the . . -

' I 
I ' . . , .. 

.. 
. · ""'... .. " : . ·.· . : ... - . ; :· .. · 

coriv..ersatlOJ:l .. · .· \ :-
·•. . .. . . 

gains ·an interesting form o·f . coherenc~h~ ·. · · 
. . . . . ~ I : .. 

.. --~-· 

· ... 
'l'ti·e continuum nios.t 

,.. . . . . 
co~yersation 1s .··.' 

. · ... " 
r • \ 

.. . \' . 
• ' 1 • 

1 . • 
I. 

: : • I 

in · D • • ~his · · · -· · · I 
. ... I I 

• ! • ..,. :. 

no~!c.~a.bi~ ~at . wo.rk. 
. :. J. 

:.I 

. . 
\ • • • Q • • • • 

Qf . · · tbe · 1 old~imer 1 versus ~ the 
' •• Q .. • • ~ 

.. #' 1 ne~~omer. 1 
. Re~~bet .that · ! '6ldt.im~rs 1 are · -~ m~bers · · ·· · -~of 

. , . . . - . - . . ........ ....,· . . ... 
· · families .~hose ··roots · in· the community· go. back to· the pione&r. .-. · · . 

. . . . ~e~tl.eme~t . ~~ . ~he·. ~~g~~n~ i~ -~6~-~ . c~s·~· 1a8_. . 'lliu.~h . a~ 0

-' <:o.· . • .. . .. 
. . ' ... . ...... . .• . • • • . • . . • . . . . - • \ • ' . • " · / • t' 

· · ;_h~~~r.ed' ye,a·rs~ : but ~9r~ . _comm()¥Y· · ~ack.~t·o t~e e~r~y day.! -o.£ . -~ · :.: . :.::._- _,r! 
• . • . . : . ·: . . . '. . · .• ·: . • . .' ' ·· .. . ·. \ · : ·· . . .. '. . . . . •. •. \1' . . '- ' . ' : •. • . .. ··.'j 

. the . ~ur .~r ~de ... in), tJ;l~ . mi~-:-n~.nete·~-~~:- . century .. : ·. .Th~ \.~ I :~·~~per~- ·.. .' . .:' ·.:-~·- :! 

. . · .• ·. ·. soci IU. .·•· charActer is; bli&e'd. I'~~~ : the ·8xperi.~ncea of\ l:hii .'?i~u ,~ . ::• . ·.' :•J 
... • •. • • - • f .. • • • • \ • • ' • 
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__:..______... 
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· .. . · .membe'Is .. ~f ... the' cod\mtini ty .·:who~orke~ as '•trappEtrs' tot(~rd.s 'thjt .. . · . . .. ... ··:. ·:- .. 
• r • ' ., '' • • • • • ·, ·_ ' ' ' ·, •J • ' . · ". • • • l ' • • • ' ' • ' ~ . ~ I • • \ • ' ' • ' ' • , • ·:., • , · : : ,• ~:· 

end ,:·f ~~e ·_ ~·ur tr·a~e -·in L~J:>rBt~or. , aotfi ~tt~r.a~~-e·~_...s -~hart( ~.>.:~.~~-- ~<-".<: 
. . . .. . \ , . ... . :.I . . . . . .. . . ·:. · ~ .J :(" ·- • • • • 

el.ements .. of · a lnore. gener,al Settler. identity, because -.many of~: .. . 
• o : ' ' • ,o ' I ,· o ', ' • \ ' .' ~ o • • 'I ,I \ • 0 • ' ', t' ' ~ > ' ' \ ' .~ ' ' ' 

. · the .: oldti}ners .~ere -trappers and becaus·e 'the _.fur .. trade· . shaped .. 
. . ·. . . .' ., -. . . . o/ . . . . •. . . . ·. . . 

.. a, sig~iftd"ant . pa~t - of:_' ... the . c~mmuni~Y:; s ~ ·. pa~t, ·. __ ma.~-~? . '. ·~h~·-
. . . . .. - . . . . ·. . ·. . . '- . ; 

::trapping· ·way;_ of · l:1f·e· seem_ pad:icuiarly- .representative: of 
' • • ... I . ' ' ' . : .. 
s~ttl_e~·- cui. t .ure. Thus, '~ldtimer's 1 '. an)i .'~· tra~pe~s • · .: C!ln · be 

. ' 

. . . 

~een . to , · ov~rla~ . bu~ · not J'h~~~ssarily .'~o~nci,de·. The te~m· · 
• • - ,," ~ If • ~ ' ' • • • • • • • ·: • ~ • · ' • - • • •• • • • . ' • • • 

· .... • settler' .. bepome.s ~ri umbrella ter~ which · is ·.' u.s.ed · by · oldet · ·. 
. • , . 

. . . 
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. · .. ·.· 
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: ·. : ... : . ·· . . 
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• • • • : • . . . • • • • • c • • . • . ' • • • ~ • • .: ... • • •·• •·. • • • ' • • . • • . •• • · l 

. .. · .. _ .. se·ttle~s .· ... ~~~ we\~>:.as .. -.no~~se~~l~r-~ . f~r~ ~:~~ -- ~ -~~-a~im~~~: : . and_. ·_. .. _;; _ 

. I trapper, I aJld refers •to those'• born in_ .. Labrador· with ' . some 

· · -~nui t an~s_t_ry, .. -- ~u~. t ·be . : t~;~· ·;' ~ ~ab:a~~d- ·m~r~ . .- - ~ ... , ... 
, • ' , ,' , I , , ' ' , I • • l ' ' , '-

• ·fr;equ,~ntly · .. nowadays·· . by Se.tta·er.s ·.· ·w!W{ ·. ~·ef .erring .. : -eo .. - · .... 
. . . . :J: . . . • , . .. 

t I ·. •, .i , , '· , ', \', , 

· · · .. themseivf!s• • ·.-' The·:. term , • Labradorian~~ ~ ... ·however, .: · has. . 
' .. ' .. 

inte~esting . ~:onJ:lota~i~n's,:.' ·· ~l.nce :·_it initiated . · ·by was 
,I ' , 

· . . · . . · . . . . . .. . ' .. . • . .- ~ : 

. . .,. . .. . · i' 

-i'. . • . ' * ' • • ~ • ~. 

t~~'{;;::.:.· '.:::,:::···.·:;:·.;-:.-::.- .. : ;.>.\~ .. :;·.:: :·:-:-:·::: -~·.-... · ... · . . •, ..... · ... : .·· -: .. ~ .. : 
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· --· -· .. .. ·_, consolidate ~et·tl,er ·identity for ·p()litical · .z::eason~t. · and it 
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' 'd:~~ff-- .--1\~!· ·. n~cessarilY. -~.n~~c.ate ·.~ri~i t- a~~e~~-~y· •. ··_Rat~~r ·, . the 
..... , , .. . ' . . . ... . . - . . ·.. . ' .. 
: ·term :,Jmpl ies an id~nti.ty . based_upon pla.ce .of .. res1dence,"··. and 

• • I : ~.. ~:~· :•::t ' • ~ • • : ... ' o '• • ' • • o • • • • • : • • • ' • • .. _, ' 

1'- "':it. · i.~ . t}J.erefo~e used by newcomers and certain ~outsiders as 
• • .t' • • • .. . .. . . ' . ' ... ,. 

.. well. as· .. by ·-settl.ers. These. : cha.racters • -
~ ... ' ;' • , • • • t • • ·• ', ~ • • • : • • ' .. 

·-loldtiiner,l I . a~d I Settler• · - -.· are. '·_ place~! in ;"contrast to' 
. : . . . . ''. . ,, ' 

~ (. 

• . 

. :: :_· ,.< : ·, 
.. . 

_., · .. . ·· . . _: 

• . . ' . 

. . · ·. i' .·. 
. Ji 

· .. • . I . 
• • •• 1 • ' • • • «- . ! .. .. • • . • 

._· '!l~wcomer~• : and.'outsid;e·~s,.' .. who"· also .· ~c)~m . part· . ·._of ·_ . th~ : ··· .· ~.<. 
I , • ~ ', ,' ' \ t .' •' ' • ' ' ' ' · .: • ' j ' "" ' • • -... • ' ' ·, ,' • , I ' • i • • ' • l ~ : • • ' • ~- ' ' ' ' \ ·• ' • 

_ · pommlinity.~ .- .·Altho_ugh·.· indiv,idual·a are tiea. to particular· r;~ets .. · .. ,,./ · .·; 
·' • : . . · .. f ,·. • ~ ~ ' , : . ' .'. 1 

; .' t ~ , •. :. · _. ' , : . -~ '• .\ .• , , ·· , · .... . \. · • • , · , , , ~-. '' e J 

.· of· social -- characte~s . i-n the · context· ··of the conversation,, ._ :. . :·: .. . ·., 
';t ... : "'• .. •• c·· ; .I , ~· •• • , • . • .. • •• , , • • ~~ - . •• , .. • /' • , , • : • • ~ .' • ( :. : • • , : • 

. " ... ·, .. . ' ~h'q ' ~re ~·. -: still. ' capable :~ of :.; swlnging " b~tw'een . )Jo.cJ.,al '' ' 
3 • • ' .. -::· . . . ' . '. . . . ~ . . ' ' : - f . . . . '• . # ' ' • - Q ' . • • • • f • ~ 

.-. · . .- ch:atacter.sr· · ·and ·-.. they -. the"i:-eby main~ain . a ·. fluid .. . ·soc'i~·· .·. . . · . ~:. : :: 
". . • : • • • . ·: ...... •• ' • ' .. Ill . " ~· .·. identfty_; · .- ·.· ·· .: . :' · · · .. ·. ·· .. · 

. . .· . . . . 
¥ ' .. . . ' . •. ~ 

• . , ···.' . 
. '· ' . . ' .. .:. . · , .. 

. . . . ·, .· . . . } .. ·. . ' . . ·• . ' _ ... : ; ' . . . - ~ . : . ' . . . . 

Social 'characters come : into · exi'ste·nce -::..in:-· •particular . . . . I . . . . . 
·. r- .. social ·sett.ing~, ·and in resJ?cuis~ · .. to -9-tber.: so,c~al charact~_~s·~ 

· .· . . ·· -~ · · -· ... · . ... / . . .. ' .·· · · , . . ' ' ' - ,1.' : '· . . · : ... 

· Since ·social. ·characters operate ·in · .j~xtaposi.tion - _t·o .other . . . . . .. ' '. . . . . . : ' . ·. . .. . . . . ·, . ' . . :, . . . . . . . . ; : . ,.. . :.: . .. 
· .. _:oc.ial . · <?h~_!=acters; the : es~usal. bf -~ so·ci.~- - ch.A~a~te: and 

. •, the conco~~tant · ·~a;g~ ~-. of .. ~~rc~~ .· by ~one::' pa;rti.'cl'pa~t 
• • • • • • ·.. • : : ~ - • ' ' • .·' tl> . • ' • • • ' ~ • • 

. . . 

. .·· 

· . ~raws _o~_he~ .par~~ci~nt.~ into .' t~,e - ~spo~sa~ · · .-~f compl~~~Y . · ._. . .. 

· , · .. ·. or "contr-adiCt~~Y chi.iaftel:~· ~nd ~,rcepti<inS. /-Thi,s.-.~an ~: , . .. , 
~-~~n~.-. !-~ : __ the _ ~~nve~~a~io.~ ._-__a~.o~_e_, .-_~he_n To~y ~nd F~a:k b.ec~me .· · ~ · ·· .< 

. ~,nalonger .. and Upalonger in'r~lat~on · to. -~~ch· · ·other. The· · . · .. · .. .-- _,_ l . ' • ' ' • ' ' I • / . . ~ . . ,. .. . · . 

characters ' represented :. -irt' this 
' . ' . . ~ . . . :· . ' .. ... . . . . . . '. 

. . '•. dtlpiay ' a .. ·• neste~, '· · .~ or : r'ecursive: .. .' 1nter~elatio~·u:sh~p: ., : 
. " . . . . . . ... . 

. . · .. - ~ - .··. ~-· . · .' ·. . ' .· : \ . . ' ' . 

. . . Labradorians' can be . Settlers, · Settl.ers :can· be ·oldtimer_s, . a~d . 

. : ' . . ' . ... ' . . . . . --: . . .· ...... . . . .. : . ' . ' : ·: · . . : ' . . .' ' . '· ·. . : . : . . ... . .. ' ' ; . ' .· . . . 

· oldtimers ~n ~ . \lpalongers- (but; ··.need 'hot . be) • . : _- Each .of. · ... · 
• • • • • , 4 . • • .. • ' ' • 

, I . ·. - • .... . ' I' 

social conversation' also 
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:' .,-/.. . the~e\\verl~P~ing Cbaracl:/ r~, \r~ing out oi:~~~b ~ther, are , , . ·i; 
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. . . The \ three main· participants : espouse a · nUSJiber of · social·' 

char.~cter
1

~ which. :dr~w tpon ~ re~ervoi~ .·of .;rc~·pt~ons· ·. both 
< ' ' \ . . 

complementary and .contra tive. Jone~ _is a newcomer who 
• . • • IJ \ • ' I . . . ·'· ' . . ' ' . . . ,/ 

w8~ts \ t~ b,e p&rt o~ tiy: s~tu&r c0lldll1init)'. Th~oughout the . . · . ; ' 
conversation \ be swings .. 'betwee·n· . ·the social gharacters of: 

. : ne~~~~~r>f~~~ti.er' :_a_nd Labr~dor'ian, ~l.t~r-ria·t.el~ : ~drawip9: -~h~ · .. · .. · .. _· .. -
. . ~ . . . . . . . : . \ . . . . . -.. .... . . : .· . . ~ . ·_ . ·. ;J ' ! . . • . ',, . . .· :· . . ~ :~ 

. . ·.others int,o · iloj~ .charil.cters .. ill· : cippolll'i ti on. to · · him ·. ,.. aiL·. .·. · · ·. •:·: 

::::::~::r:::~~:t:~::i~ ~:~~l:t~t~r:h::r::s · ·::::::~ r':~:~: .•.•• -( . ~· ;~·:; 
- . ' . ' .. .. . ' \ . ' .) ' '". ' .' '. . . . . ' . . ' ... : . . . ' ' ' . . . . . : ". ,.: ' ' :': ::: 

he . act_s a~ · . a · ettler' ·_in·_ oppositio·n .:o .Indians, and .as a ~· .... . ·.: 

' ' . ~ ~ 
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. ·. · : 

· · · groups) • · · '-\ · , ... \ · -: · · . · . . · · · . · y· ·. · :. :_.·. 
' . ,. ··. ' '. ' '\ . ' .· '··-- . : ' ·:· '. . . ' ' ' ' . . . ' :. ' ' . .. ·.; : 

As . an aspi~iiul .se~tler_, he · begins th~. debate · on .·. land- ·. · ·. · ·: ~ 

• , Claims wi.th .·a seri.\J of . ~~atements whi~h co-cipt; tb& othel:. - ·; .. : 
. .. : \ . ' . ' ' ·--~ ., 

settlers into ~xpr.ess~ _g · re~~t~ent _tow~rd~ · India.~ · 1and · 
~ a· • . . .. 

\ 
. - \· - ' . . . . \ . .. 

Joriesi .· Who's claim n~ tne land? · I ·mean nobody .owns 

' 

/ 
I, . 

i . 

' ' \ 
\ 

. •. 

cl~ms: 
.. .. .. 

I .• ;, 
• ' . \.. ' .·· .· 

. . I ·.··. J ' ,, .. . . , I 
00

1,1 • • • 0 .. I I ' 

. \.._ . . ' . ., 

(. ·v . . / .. 

' ' . 
. . the landl w .et~er ft.'_.s ~hit.e .people or .. . ·· 
.Indians, . I on*\t .. thi,nk anybody ~ns· the. ·land,; · 
Land is· lan 1 I· mean,.. whoever · travels· and. ·\ 

; uses .-it~ ·. eh \ . . . · . . . . .t 
Toby·: Jl,lsi; ·- be,...caus ·.they settl~d here,: ·Wby ·sho~ . 

,, · they_· try to ·, clai~1 . the l~~d _·.roun~ Nort~ wist · 

.. ·., 

' . 
Q ' ·· · -River?· · · · . . ··'\ .. · ··.- .· · ·· .· · . ' .. · > ,f < ,. _ . . £am: , Oh Ch~i~t," they,' re\~ot ~si~g~ .t.b,e ~a~~~.' ' . · · , : ,:: 

: · ·. 
1 

· · : : '_; Lat'!rt as(newc6mei:, J~nls ~a ex~~ucied fran l:hl! •. ~onver~,;tion . · - '\ 

~"~f': .·. ~: :.· .... ; .;· ,~ .. -: -.·. _ -.~: ~,.
1 

: • :{ :.:; •• ~ : :.,: • •• .• .•. • ·I ... ~. >··· _:: · '~\\: ;_ .. _ ..•• : } ; : ..••.••.. · ~; ~- ; .: ... ~ -~ · ._,.: .• • · ;_~j.:\1 



:~~.:·:· ... >·_:. ::_ ·.·-. f:::·: ~ -··. '· ': :~ · .. ·.:',<. _;,~.,~· .. ·.;' .·: _· ~ .. : ... ·.·.- ._,:··:. ·' · .. ~> .- ·:· ... :··. ·_· : __ ·. -~--- · . : ~- · ;· · ·-~: f: >~-> ··: ........ _--~·_:: .·. >·'·J.···_ ';·I····.:_· ·: ~ .. :-. :··_ ' : .:::: ' . '· : -' ; :; · :., ··.: :-.:.· :~ · :_ ~:·-~;~ 
\ -. : - : -·~b- • • • ·1 _. · ·_ . . · · · · . . - 2i 1 - · . --' 
~ ' , • • -., ~ I 

. / 

/ .. : w~i-~•tTot)y : -~nd. ·F~~~k_ ,· . ~8 oidtime~s. ~n~ : t'ra~pefs,._. discuss the . . .. :\ 

·' rel-~tive merits and differ-ences between· Inclia1n · and· Settler 
• •• • . I I . . 
harve~tincj" . -practise.s. He then 

1 

.'reintroa,uces the. theme ·qf 

trapli.ne ~;ights seve~·al times, e~pl~·ci<~lY.' a~~an outsider to 

~raipiJ!S~< cu~ure: - ~- .. .. . . i " •· 
. r .' , . . , ~ t '· 

J I . '• • ! A 

;. : . ~~~ ;:~f . . Jones: . N~; '18:•s SAy a bunch ~· po~enJi: trapperS 

;:> o j ', '>"- · . =~:M~~~~!\~~et~:p~~~~~r~~~i~;n~ti;~i~~ve .. 

' / . 
; . 

. . 
•' 

• I • 

I ... 

. ' 

.. ' ~ .. 

M O ' • 

. · ... · .-\~·:, · :. :. · .. 
1 
. • • • · - -_. to. __ trap-, _but I · ca~· -~~ _ .r.d.~~· -~· r_av~ · nowhere 

.. . . to go, right? . . . .r . . · .. .... 
:- '\ .-_ ·_ \' ' '. ' ' ' ' ' ·. ·. ' ' ' . ' ' ' ' .. : . . ' . . ' ·"" ' . : '.. ' . ' . ' ' ._: . . . . . . . . · .. ·. : . 

t:: .<·:··· ... \\:_.._.- . :·· ~· · . ·· Jthl~-- al·i~~~ Tob~· and--F~{lnk - ~~-:~·~o·un~ ~rt~\Jttrapp{~g w~y. of. - . 
• . · · o · • · >1 I ~ · 

_:;:, · : ' > ' ' ' • • ' ' '~ • • ' ' ' ' - • 'I • ~ . • '• , ', I , ' -'" • ' • ' · , ' • ' ' ' ' ' ' • ' • ' ' • ' ' 

_.;·:: .:· ·.- . . · · . lif·e, _- . and · show their ·knowledge·. and.~xpertise in· ·that area-, _ .. _ 1 ... 
:;'? ,· :' · ; j'ecificaii~ .is i:~ap~erli a'rid oidtil!le;s .. i~ ~on!Or~st to ' a - '" : ' 

- '-'~: . -'. . .: · "\·. n~wc9m~t .' ' : · :-·· ~. 

.~. . 

' :- ' ' 

.. . ' 

. . . . . . . 

-· ' 0 • · ' • 

In ~he conclu~~~g d.ebate, Jcmes fin~13 a .way of bec9ming 
.. • - • I ' ' v . • • ~ . M .' 

. .. \ tocal ·~i~ . the~..ee>.nvei:~ation aga~ii,· by. changi'ng from the social ' 
. \ \ ., r . . . . . . . ' . ~ • ... •. . • ·. • • • ~ . 

. .. '. ·. cha.ra·cter of I outsider• : to,, ·'th'' social : chara~·r Of the t. ·disenfr~nch~se,d. 'L'!b[;.ao~~;,~, ~res;l~~n:· :i~ tbis guise be i .s 

i ·. · ·able to_. d;.~w. · t~e others intq a~re~ent ~ith him. 
- .\ 

/ 

.. 

• ! ',' 

t-

~ ' . ' . . -· . ' . ~ .. . .. . · ' .. "). : ' -
::.· .. 

,.. . . 

.. .. . 

~ . ' .. 

' · . 
:'•' ,a ' , ' 

' . 
' . ' .. . · The. •oc~a..i chara~ters' ·Toby moves through ·-in- the· course .--

• • • • ' • , ' • • • • • ,. ' • <: -~ • • • 

' ,:·-Of :. the . conversation . _">1nclude ' . ' . Se ':ti-er,' 'I trapper, I . ~ 

-·1 ~ _\. ~ oldtim~~~- · · ·'-~w-~~\Of\~er~;~n~-·~t~br.ado.4in~~:--He- is_-: at-- ftr~ ... t.-·--
1 . . ' . . ' .. - - . . :, . . ~ ' . 

• 1· ·. ·drawn - - ~ntci _,_··jones• .. _ .. t~r~de. · agai~st· :. Indi~ri-- l~d ·claims, b.ut -· 

. ·. t~~n :~witches · ·chat~bt.ers : ·to join . Frank as" a~- .'• o~dtimer• . · a~d · ~ :(' 
'.1' . \. ' ·. . . ._ ' . ' .. -- _,.. . . . ' ' . ' . ' . 

. . .. ~ .• trapper·, .• . leaviljg ·Jories as 'the. haiya. • newcomer. and -:non..: ... ·;· 

-:Y .. ·· •. ·.· ;: ~ ) .' ..• ~ra~rr ~ :~ As' · . • fra.~~r ~ • . . ~n~ .. •. • 01 di:~mers; 1 . ·d;+sc11~sing . . . '; . 

U-':·-. .- . .. . _. J .1' . _. . .\. ,_ \ . . : . . . " . . .. . ·: ·: 

~~;s::~;,,:ji·J.fL~ •. :,•. ;:.:.' ,.: · ~ . .:·&;.~, -.i .·· ,: •• ; ••. :,, • : .:t. :.;· ; · ..• ,i~:: , ; :J; •L .:... :· ;,, ,;;.:. ;\~ ~ ; :. ,; , . ·•· ... · •· ... ,·) .. ie: ~:.;,~·~~::;;g 



l-~~~(:;_:.;_; .. >'.~-;~ ~ .:. . '. · .. ·. •'- . 
<:· ... ~ .. : 

•· 
-~< ' { •· _: '" \ .,_. ; ' : ;: ., - ·~1~, 7'. ,·1·/f>: .. · ~ ~· . ···~·· : :· ··~~ ··· ':. :, ~ ...•. ··:· •:t,~ 

" o I • ~ : ' 

,f • ~ .. 

-:·· - ~/'( ,. . . 
.. 

'.·. ·. . -

. '~ . . 

, :-
. .. 

: ·. 

. ., 

·.': . .'~· . 'I 

. , .: ·. ' . 

' . . 
· ; •' . : · . 
: :. . ~ 

... 

. ' . ·f'. . 
···· harvJ~ting prac.fl.ses, TobJr and Frank develo~ t~~~r Settler . ' 

identity b~ cc:>ntrasting ·fheir· s~·ttle·r metnods· with In.dian 
. . . 

methods .... Witpin tnis. c~nt~xt of • ti:appersl And 'oldtTifl:\ers, •. · · 
. . ..,..~ 

· Toby and Frank become social cha~acters in contrast to · eac~ 

other. '.1\0bY is ·a.: •·oownalonger. • He· doesn 1 t ·spend mucl) of 
I ~ . 

his time trapping,. and tend's to romanticize ·the· trapping wo.y 
. . ' ·.f 

•of life- as an 'oldtimer': 
I , ./ 

I 

. . . . . ; ' ' . . . . . ' 

., Toby: I wolildn '· t · ha~e a_ ·snowmobile •••.•••• mi-ght{ have 
.. a canoe . or ·soJUething for .paddling · round, in . · • 

, .. , th~ - :~akel . /. _ .. . ~ · . ·' . 

Th.is ·is .in c.ont~a~_t _ t~~~ ~ra11JP/ an· I Upalonger ,• ·who .tr.~p~· ~8 a 

secondary occupati_onl and. talk~ ~c-out the logistics of mo'dern -~ 

' . 

' •' 

~ . ,. 
' . 

- . t ' 
• l 

l · • • 1 • 

~ .,!_. _-. 
·, ,! ' 

' 

[ . . 
) .· . 

.· ! .. · 
~.. :~.( ' . • • J 

. I· ~ ,. ~ 
' I ' ..: 

. I.· ·I 
I . 

• ' ; : , 1, 

. I . . 
·. ' L. ' \ 

• " ; '~ 0 

. ! . ·. 
. ; -<. 
. ' ' . 
'.:\ ' -. . ' ' • 

, I . . . ... , - day trapping: 
. :•· . ~ ' 

. . .. 
' ' , • 

~· .. 

Frank: 

· . 

WelJ., if you"made a l~ving, you'd havt:t . to go 
bapk in. around the ·'Height, o~.-Land•· or 
spmet;hing •. Have all arour ·equipment anq 
v~ry·thing and opercfte that way. · Couple of 

fel1ers could make a lot of money. 

~ · •ue longers~ · and 'Downalongers• for~ yet ~~other 
. \ .. _: . contin UDi ~n •North West · RiJ~er social l'if.:: Toby, as· an . 

' $1 . . . ' . . . . . . . 
'o~d imer' · remini'scing about ·salmon fi'Shing as .a yOl'llfg . man, · 

. . . I . ~ I 
. ' \ 

' · 
.. 

-~ ·. ' ,:> • . . , okes the memory of his friendship wit·h Michel ~asteen; ·an· 

:: ' ' 

:•' • , I 

' . 
~-· 

. '·• 

:· ·· . 
... . . 

.... 

. . . . :­
. . 

'. Indi~n. · This - ~dds t·o his sopial characte~ of • tr~pJi)er;.' 

1 Olqtime~, 1 and· gtves W~i~nt t<?·. his perceptiOJ)S of 
. ' . · . . / 

/ · In~Uans i _n response to the.- mo.re deta~led 1.nformatiQn Prank, 
t : .;.··· 

the .• Up~l·onger., '.· offer~r: · ... 
.... . 

I 
' . 

I . ' 

. ·• ~ . 

. ' 

o • I o 

~ : . . : ~-
,.; ' . 

~\'" ... -

,· . . 

. :.~ . ' 
' . • 

. ., 

~ . - ' .. · ... : 

~~~~::t.>: . : ,.,:;,;_(.:'-;. :. , , ;: :.: . • .... _; : ..• i··.··.·: ,.:: · ·• ..•. · .· · ·• .. : . • :.: ..... • ·.· ... -'~ cr .: .. ~J 
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~ . . 

.-.. 

, .. ~ ·. ~ ,.. . . 
~-~~- . . - ~ 

'..'::. 

.::··;. ·. . .... ' .. . ·:.:·. , 
~·· ; .-.. 

·. ·: · . .. ~ . . ' . ·. . ~ · ... 
.. -.· . . ·· ... · 
•. 

·. · ·• .. · 

>· 

~-

.. . . · 

.. 

:. .. tf . .. 

,\ : · 

r ... .. . 

~-~: . .. . 
. . . 

·~ .- , • t 

J~. 
~- ,., .. 

. / ··I 

~-

~ ', ~ , ' ...... 

..... . 
·- · 
··' '~· .. 
') ··.' 

·: .. 
' .. 

Toby: 

Frank: 
1 • 

Toby.: 

Later ~in· 

. . . / 
dialogue . 

.. : ·· -~· : . . . .. · . ' . . .. . . : ... · . .....--: :·.:.: ;··~: ?~ 

•. ' I ,,' , ,'~ : .,. 

' . 
. . . -

In~Upns never trapped, see ••.• : •• they'd walR 
~own a. fox rathe.~ _than set a tr~~ for" 
.lt ..... ~.·- . ' -~ 

·Arrd the same way \Q,th otters, that's t·he way 
~ey .. used to hunt otters a l,ot toQ.. They~ dr 
get their f _eeding places, and know ·where they . ..:. 
were going to be in the evening "and that, eh? 
L.ike a"'little bi,p of· water where they would , 
come . up and fe~1l In' eat. ·They knew all . ~ 
those pl·~ces, _ where the rapids were - under 
the ice·, • n' whete the ott~r travels across. 
Otters !in~ "beavers -• n~ ~a·f ~as th~'ir main 

. animals •.• ~ .... · , · · : . . . 
Water animais, ~eh.? . They nev.e'r .go ctt. ·~ats or 
foxes •• ~.' •. I knowl I talked ·w~ '6ld M-~chel 
·Pasteen... · 

.. 

" .. ; . . 
.• 

"' 

. ........... 

•.-
' 

.. 
·' 

--t~e _·disc~sston, . Td~- tea_v.es .. h-is ' •-oldtimers• · , .· " -. · :_,, 
. .. \ 

.. w i.th .. Fr .an~ : ·and -·again j oi,ns J one~, ·who is .,. .·. '-'; 
..;:...,. . · ... . 7 

~eiptrodu_ciog the trap!ine ri_ghts. argument~ and he and Jones 
. \ y 

become • Settler.s' .-in opposition to In,dicfn land· claims: 

J..ones: · 

... 

Frank: 
Jones: 
~ob'y ·: 

Frank: 

Toby: 

/ •• ··'!!hat per sOn has a · tr ~pl ine. . It's his ~rapline throp.gh ·tradition! Not throqgh law 
or nothing, but through tradition. But it is 
his.... • 

·_._The . I.ndians'· owned it first 1. 
Yeah, okayl . _ 

o ' I ':.c' ~ 

·aut do _.tbe Indiar,s trap:i,ip there, though ••• 
·~ •. ~.ow can you prove they used to trap_ in . · .. 
Grand Lake?. ' r- · 

Reco~ds . . s.ay, Hudson• s Bay :company recbrds say 
that. th'ey wer'e tra_J?ping right rounc;l here!" 
It does?;. .•••••• ~eah, butl.~ •• ~~· = 

. . 
Finally, ToQy ' tease··s . Jo,nes · abqut his · espousal of z.te tis 

identity,.-. and 'they ~ are .. . . ·. 
both . .. able to . joke · about their 

.. · .. 
.· 

. .. 

-9 , .. 

... 

{:·:i::-~.:; .. . 'm~~sU, e-rne?' si.tuatiorf'in th'e politics.' , of ethni city. . ·.: 

~~·~ '\ 
.;:.~. . . . .. . . .. 
~~~ :·~· ·. · • . ~·i ' . ' . . ·: .. 

i-t ·: ··. ...- Fr.ank is the l .ast of the main _ pai:ticipa_nts to · j oi'rf · the ·· ·· · 
~~< ~: . . . . .. '. . . . :.-. 
#L·. ': ·. • · • •, • ,a . • o , "' " ., , • • ' .' •• ::-~ 
%tjt.'o k ,. • ·:. •• ',' , ,_< '• • • , ' • . ' .· ;.; 

' ·t~:~f~·);:~~/i/-~;-~~-:~~-.-.\J;:_,:j~f~~~~:;~.<~-:~>·; :-.. :.: .. : ~ :': '·.· ~ .·:.\; ;· .. ·.-.::· ;• ::. ~:.:~i· :· ;.': ~:.;(:: .-.. < .. ·:.: .. :<· . ·.· - :·:.: - .-~: ._ .. : ~ · .. . <·:.-. ::>.:._: ... ~; '. ··-:.' .: .. ' . .';. _. , ' . ··. "" .~'. '·.-.<·.dl 
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'\.. 

conv~rsation, ~ and 

inf orma'ti ori ·:. about 
t 

, 
. begins . "' by 

Indian 1 arid 

of-fering some. historical . . 
use before the · Settler 

·trapping era go't unaerway.· His e~po~sed .soci·al' character .of . 
• Q • .. 

- I outsider, 1 with the- -concommltant per ce pt i Ojl s 

· hist~rian" i.n sup~r .t .of .Indirs; in pa~rt, in ~espon-se to 

my presen'?e f It . ~ so reflect~ h.is_.ln~eE ~st · i~. ·t):le - hi~t:bry 

of · the co~unityaand his· frien~~hip, · _thro~h this ~nterestr 
. . \ . 

with th~ qutsider-newcom~er elite ·fQi:ming · in the rommuni ty: ·_., . 
- - ' • • t ~ • ' 

I\'. . . • . 
• • . . r . • . • 

• H~ i.~ . s~n· ~i:.awn int~< conver~ati~n- wlth -· To~, .' · .how.~ve~~ ·. 
• ...... • , • ·:::0 • • • • • 

. :;.. <-,.'' 

'f ··~ 

' .­
, . .. ,, 
._; .. . . 

. -~.-:_ 

... . 
. ' 

·.f. 

.. 
. . 

; ~·. 
'! . . .... 

. .· ~ 
. . ·· 

in the · ,chcCracter ·· of ·· 1 oldtimer 1 wi~h- kno'tfiedg~ · Qf _ ·_r~cli an ·· :. 

ha'rvesting · pa tt~rrfs. 4\Dur.ing · thisr pa~t of the 
. · ~ 
cQny er ~a ti on,· " . . . 

~ ... ' '1: 

"' Frank., in- responding. to tr'oby, reinforcErs· ~heit common 

~denti. ty_ .as i-ongstan.ding .res~den.ts of Nor 'th West ~~ver ~ .who · 
experience . •an affinity with Indians. He and.:·r:coby both ·do 

t,~· - • \ .• • • • ~ • 

this by displa:ying an understand~ri<fand appr---~cia~i-~n "of. ·the·, :. · 
. . .. 

differences betWeen Indi.an and Settler harvesting -patterns.. I . . -~ - . - . 
.... A 1it'tle-_ .iater on, Frank' is d~:awn back .... i~o the 

... 
· conve~:sation, · this tirrle 

\ . 

' ;'/, others as relativ-ely 

"' ' as. a 1 tr .appe r '-· who is seen by th ~ -
• 
situation-: At 

the expe~ienced 
g' 

successful in 
.. . . . • I 

t:he ·. ·Pr.ese~t-day_ . ~ . . 
• - ... ~ • • .... 4 • 

first, he espo~ses Fhe s~~ial charact~r of . "' ' . 
• I ' • * , • 

Upalong t~apper _a~d is able to p.;ovide · the 
. -

others with -accurate infoni\Cit.ion abo.ut ,tr~pping conditi9ns . . . 
ab~ve . ·th~· 1 Height of L.and, , - whe~e he t1apa.· B~t-·-he th.en. us~~ . . .. . .. . 

--: · -

' 
'• 

- -~· 
:"r~ . ·. ;-

,• 

-." 
~ ' . 

. . , ·: ·. 

I 
. : ~· . 

the · exampl ·e.~ · ·o( .. some well-know'n :and · respec;:ted. old 
1 

' - . . ' .. . . . . . - ... ' . . . . ~ ":' 

.· .. 

,• ' 

· ·Oownalongers who_, in his opini'~n, ~ctually . ).~ve ...of.f. the land 
. . -

~ 

as full-time t:J:appers in contrast to himself, a part~time ' . . ' . 

: .... . ··. 

·· .. ' . ' 

~ttjl~:~·~~;:;: ,~ :_ .. ; ,:·.· .·· ..... :_·;' ... '.\'.:. ·- ~: : _: , _: _:.· ... >-. ' "': : 4 . -~ : : , ' ' . • 
.. . -~ ... -'..:: . ~ . ... ' ., 
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- · 221 
. ,. 

. . '-. , . 
F~nk's use of the 'Downalo!'lg·ers• a.s an'example ot 

I 
Settlers who · trap is in contradiction to his 'Upalonger' 

·ao_..,i~ · .cha~acter, ; · Sine~ 'Upalongers' ,;.r.e supposed. to ~~~ss ·. 
more bush ·skills · than are 'Downal-ongers.' It 1llus~rate. s . 
Frart~'s am?fval.ence towards . ~ing the 

one · .han~, ·he uses the char-acter 

trapper identity, wpile on the -other 
. . . ( . . . ' 

from his ·identification with it • 
' l ' r, • , ' , ' 

' ~ . . . 

'Opal onger. '· ··On the· 
• . , ' 

to augment his S_ett:ler 
•• 

hand, 
. , · . 

~rr,~res~ilse· to_ Jones.". reint.roduq~ion. of .. the 
,;} ~ ' I . • ' 

trapl'ine ... 

.. . 

, -

• . l. 

~ -

. ... 
.• . 

.. ; 

.... ~ · .- ae~~e, · . . : Fr.~.n~ ·.·_switche~? . back ·: ~o .. his · ch·ai:acter ; ~f ·_\he 
. . . () . . . . . . , . -. .: .. · 

. ... · · .' ' o·u~-s~er ~ 'hf.Sto~i'a=~ • . : : H~·- ~states · that the .. ·1.and .·. bel_on~ed · .fo · .. 
• ' ' • • ' : ' • ' ~ ' ' ' ' ' • • " • ' • ' ' I 

~_.· .. ··.· .. . · ... t~~· · . .'tndia·ns . . · be~ .or~ S~t~~~~s -·t.c:>ok i.~ ov~r· .f6~ .. tr.'ap_pf~~, - . and > . · \.·,· 
· · · h.e· agai~ ~-ffers· 'inforin.ati-on- .·on l~uid ·use.-/ .this · · time·. f.to~ ~ · ·.:: 

t ' . 

~ ·.':' . . ·.-. . ~ .: '-: , .. · . ·. ' ·.,. . '· ·' \ . , . . . . ·- . . . . . . ·.:·· ... : . 

source: ·· '(t~e · · Hudson's Bay ~~mpany . rec;ords..) ·. wh~ch he .has .· .. .- ::. 
. . • l ' . ', ' . . .. ~ f' . . - ."' • . • : . . .. · . :· 

. ... · .a·p~r._e~.i~~d thto~?h .·hi~ -~~~~ci_ation .w·~th~ the inco~ ... i_ri9 . eli.te·~·· ·. ~ :· . . _. 

· This .. / sourc.e of . information is •not r_eadily reaognised by tqe. 
. . .' . . ~ . ~ , . I . • 

other · · ~r1:ic~pants, so:ince ·. j. t · · h~s · ~llrrenc;t .. - . i.Q ·soc.j."ai 

· .l!ituations to whieli they i.re ;;.;ldom ,Party,. '~ in o;ll~~ 
· , . to· gain groUnd agai.n ~s ·a Settler, Fr-ank v~chem.ently ·_sup.P9r ts 

\ • • • ·- .. .... <: .,. • f • • ~ • • , ·.. • .. • 

·.·.·. 

.. ... .. 

. . . 
. · ' ... 

his ' feliaw . pa'rtici':£~ints by ·a-greeing with : their · analysis ·of ·· 

. ·. ; I itdi _ana a~ . riom adl.: c ;· ·W ~~ cli l essen~. . in s ett~ e; ~' .eyes/: th E!i r . ·. 
-' . ~ t ·. ... . ' . . .. ~ 

cl,atm 'to the. l .and ··ar-ound ~orth ·west- River." · : ·. _ ·. 
' . .. . . ~ .. \ 

.· ··: .. " . 
' ' ... · , I . . . . ~ .. 

, Having establfsht!d .. tlla.t . t:her·e are a· nwnber .· ·a£ · social·: · 
~ • • I ' • ' I ', ' ' • 

· . . Cba~act~r.s at · play · · th~o~ghdut the· con~ers~ ·ti'on·, r wish :. to · · · ·. :.:.: 
• • ' ' II • :_ t ' • • ._ ', '• ' . : , • • ' • t ' • •' , ' , • • ' • • : • , ' ' • • . • ' • • • • • • 

exami.ne what ~e f_ragmenta~y ~ ~ur _e o.f . ~o~i~. inter.aation i:n .. ... · :: .. ··~::: 
.. '• 

.. 
· • ·t' l 
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.North West'. ·River :soc_.1ety 'h~s 't'o ·say about ethnicH:y. io ~he 
. Jt 

community. 

.. f. 
. •1 \ 

The conv1:r sa ti cfnal content and social 
, . ' 

. · <!hCIJacters cause signl.f _icant 
,. • It • • 

changes in the participants' 

perce-ptions of Irtchans and Indian/Settler relations. As . . 

mod~rn 'Settlers·,' North-'west. 'River~lnhabLta~ts per·ceive the 
- . # . 

now- r~sidEmt Indians as cdnsti t':lting a threat» to the . . 
. . 

Sett!ers• access to land around th.e community: , 
I 

.. 

.. ' . , 

. •' 

.. . · . . 
, ... 

'• I.' .: 

"-..,' .. 
. . . ""' 

~ .. .,_· 

. ' 

\Jones: "" Who's claiming the. land? I mear:1, .nobody. ·ow.ns ·.· 
th- - 1 d 1 . ·.':: . e . ~n . . . . . ... .. .., 
They did!lit ·used to stay ' in ·· one p+ace~ .. ···:• ·:. · .. ·.· .:"'·:<~_;: · Toby: 

- They. ··can• t go claim1ng something j ust• beca·uae · ~· .··:t: 
they '·ve mov.ed .t>a.ck- to Nor.th· West ·River •• · ~ ...... : - · · ·~ II "· 

Sam: ··_If they were :like _they. we~e, .. years and yea.rs . ..... · · .. :·'~. 
~ ago, ~nd still us'ing the· land, maybe. I'd · se'e · ~;-_:; 

· • :a l _i ttl e bft of ·~t. · .- But not .. now .1- ·• ·· • · · > .. ·: · ::·::) 
Jones:· Th-~y use ··the. aand iess than the.white · man _..., ;·,: 

· . doe s • . . ~ . · .. . , 
• • • . . • I ~ • 

Yea~fl ' They' l:e c~ aiming h~ f of · Labr ador·J , $am: 
But-hOW can 'they clai~ inland .when .there' a.· a 
lot of ·Caucasian trappers been out there? ; ·~· · 
Trapping for y·ears ..and ~ears and generations? . 

Jones: 

.. . . 'T" ' 

'· .. ·.' .. .. -
In •these fragme.nts of .the 'conver-sation, the particfpa~ts ... ':: . 

I . · . 
. a~cept I Whi~eJan' an~ I cauC~Sian 1 

• ~denti ty 'in COntraS~ tO . 

th~ Indians.· An9 y~t; they . use the same· argument' that 

Indians~ use iri ma~ing 1 and cl a'ims . . that··, of lo~g-~e.rm 

"' re~ic;len~_e ·and •of ~e lmpor t.~nce . of t:_P~ ' en~ irb~ent \ as .· an .. 

integr'al.·_part and e~p,ression }of . ·th -~ir cu~ ture. 

· As 'oldtimers' 
\ 

• . . 
and .•trappers,' NQrth · ' West 

• 
· River . · 

' . . 
·.··inhabitants . use . Indians in severcid· ways· to .support Settler. ~-. 

. . . ' 
. -~ 

~· . ' • 
, ... 

•, ' I 

'. 

.. , . .. . 
"': : ::_;~ 

.·· . . _., 
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identity:. 

I 

Toby: 

Frank: 

,.~ !). • • t • 

tij·. 
• t . 
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, 
---

. . 
.Jndi ans never tr appe.d~~se-e ••••• I.. no.t proper 
• · ...... they'~ walk [tpe animal), GQwn in . . 
snowshoes,. ahd they get 'im that. way, eh? 

· A_f!d the ·same, way with ot er's, that• s the way 
they, us~d to hunt otte~s a lot too ••• ; •• I 
don't'-see why_ Alec diQil't run- or ~alk,. 
that;. one down th~ other day, ··up Grand Lake 1 

} •, 

Toby . .uses his friendship with Michel Pasteen to 
J • 

give 

w~ight to · his argument ·about .. ~ . . . 
Indian/Settler harv esti.ng 

·-
differences·. The Indi.an.·. '.Michel . - ·pasteen'• is · diffei~nt · to 

•• 

. . . .. • '. . ' -- ·- --~- ' . 
In this . those Indians critici-sed ~arlier'for clai'infng land. . ' . . 

::::le::;. · Q:in~:nd~:L~~c~~:Q· ,u::f: ~~:0 f r::::bi::::;:~ ·. 
the. ~e~te :about. -~ari~ use ·. and Ia~d ~;I. aim~: was inap~r. ~~r·i~te~ 
In call'ing· ·up(;n an old. f rie.ndship, or · knowledge of· Indians, . '.. . ... .. . . . . . 
_Toby_ is s.tr.essi_rig .hls •_oldtimeri. settler ide~t-i.'ty . by showing · 

, 
haw ·· different; within .a . narrow- range of lanq: users and-

occupier-s, settlers are. 'from Indians. Hence·, • Indians • 
' 

become .a ··. ·resource. for . Settler identity mai_n~nance: 
. ---

' . 
Similarly, Frank is able · to j_o~e about the differences 

between · Indian ~and settler practices when he .. 'wonder~· - why 
• 0 ' • • • . • ~. 

' •• ~ • • • • ' t. 

. Alec was' ilnabl e to ·'ca·tch ·.~h1mself a . fox by . .. simply spotting 
. ' . ' . .. ' . . . ""' ' 

• ' . '· 

) ' . _; _ 

.·. 

,· ·· . 
;. . - · ~ ' 

' · _: 

, 

.. . ... 

• •,! 

- .. ". 4 
. .. · .. ·' -. .. 
v 

,· . . ~ ' 

_. ' .-. 
. : . 

. .. 
~- ~ .. 

~ j • . -: •. 

.. :. 

"the . aniinai' a ' tr-acks. -~ In. both ca.ses, . Indians are seen as .. 
l : - ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ·. . . . . . . . ......... ' . ·, . 

· .. ~omplementary to Settl·er~, an~, . in .fa<?t·, are ·needed in otde ·~ . . 
' . . . .. 

· .. to for.m settler . identity • . 
. . .. . - . . 

• J , I -· . 
More -. subtly, .- TOby·, the bowf!.alohger, and ·Franki the 

.. -. . 

' . . . 

. . · 

~'.,i~ '. . ... ' 
·~, .: : •. ~· . ~ 

... 

~~;·:.:.: ..... ~ . : . .. .. ' .~~· .... 

~~;~\.lc,;;. ;;:;.; ;£;;;; :• : . . ;, >; .' ; ' ". : . ."" .. \.': ; : .. · " 
.. . . . ··-,, .~ 

... 
. .. . . ·' 
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• l 

Upal on ge r , perceive Indi ap~. differently. · Frank uses his 
' -

Upalonger knowledge of Indian pr:actices--details of their 
'· . . ~ 

hunting methods ·- ..-an~ ~.xpl ana ti'!>ns of h~ "and why they hUnt 

·that way_, wher.eas T.ob~1 use'S a.n hist9.r i'cally distant 

per·ception of I~di"ans as bus_h c~mpa'ni -~ns, a pe~~pt.ion which 

has grown out of· a/~manticisa.tion of the trapping way of 

life. Ftom Frank's point of view, Indians display · a logic 
.· ~ . 
occupa~ion .. which as ·. a towards their environment ~nd he, 

• 
practi.s{ng trapper, is · .able to aJ?preci~te •. 'For 'l'oby, .t~e 

'Indiali' becpmes ~~t e~~ pa~Cel of aw.;y· of u:ie ~ ~hich, li~. 
does· ~ot pr,act~~e, . but whicl).·has ne~er~heless shaped. part: o 

~ \ 
' • 0 • • ,\:~~.;,. • • ' • • • • • • • .. 

. his id~nt~ty. · .... , · .. 

.. · .. ·.· 
· ·, . 

:· ; ... 

.. •r" , •.· I 

,. 
' 

1 . ,. .. 
· •. ! 
. ·' 

\ . . ' . 
. ' ·' 

' . ... · . 

·;_ -~('-· .. 
. ~. ; · .' . . """ \ . , . . . . . . 
:~--, · ·. ~~ -~n- the final deba~e;·. _the· ·conversatio·n foc_usse!! upon ~_et . 

;-, · ~-. ~.~ apother ·. twi~t in · s~ttiers.i m~_nipulati'on~ of' identity • . The-
·f"' . . - . . . I . . . '. . ,. 

·,. 

.. . _....: . . 

· ·~. ., 
~ ·· .. :~- -

', . 

·., 

" ' ··. \ ' : 

. . -·· 

distinction between· ±nt:Ji t and Indian· .~fl we~l· Known to th 
...... 

Settlers, and they are· able t\ ~ ~ide· .with the· Inuit when 

Indian land claims distapce 'them from · any. affiliation ·.·with 
L 

Iridi ~ns .-2 ·In fact·, their 
. ' 

distinction betwee'h Indians and 

reco~ni ti'on o·f 

Imli t cr e~ ~e.s 

the ethnic. 
. \ 

an anomaly · 
. ' 

whi~h. enabl~s thfi!:n.to'jugg~e the two side·s of thei~·l,dentity . 

- as a grcuw/w.ith som~ claim .. to . nativeness through - part . 

.. 

,,-. 
' J : 

·.:- ··· :· . ( .. , 
j • , • 

. \ 

.. : '• 

• -t 

. .: 

. ' 
. . 

' !-· 

. .. ' , · 
Inul t · ancestry,~ with a . di ·sti~ct culture, ·and as . a group in . •· ... 

.. . '· · .·• ·, '. :- :~:~ 

oppositio~ to the. Indi~·ns. with- whom ___ _._titey · aha~e . a :_ similar· - ~ : 

ada¢~t~o-n . ~nd . · envir~nme_n~· ~ ~is ~~~~~it .. ~at(o~·~ .-~ .-. · ·>: ::\ 
' \ . . . ' 

S\i~gest, -~n . only be .inai~.~ained w·hi·i ~ there .is ·' SUff i .ci"ent· .. ·. · .. . ·. ·:\~:; 
.. .. .. 

actual . distance · between 
./" . .. 

. •. : . 
: , ' ' l,l! , . 

In 

.. 

. ' .. <:; 

~. t'J .. · . . ..... . 
. ' ., :~-: j~ .. ·; 

'·J·' 
·~- 1\ • 

. ·' ·."! 



1};,\;~~:?~ ~; ::::· :~: ·: i.· .'"::_· -~·;·:~--- ._,~~: ·. ~>':'. :-·" \' ~.~:·::·.·.· · ~: _ .. ::· : .. . 
... . ' ,; . 

.:_-_ .. , · ::·~ : ~ ';::-~<. _: :::.'· :· . :_:.:.~ .. lo •• ,:~ .. ~-·:: " ' • • • ·._, . -: ·. ~· . · : · ~ ,·, · : 
. .' ; . .·• (' 

, • . ~ I . ' : ,.~· ·-- .. . ... . '• . .. -. ~ . . . . . 
- ~~ ' . 

. :'·' 

· ' . ... 
. · .. - ·- . 

' -4 '. 

. . . .. ~ .... 
. • . 

. . 
. ·.' 
;,• 

:.; ' . •, · ....... 
:' .: ·-- · •. 
;, ! • 

... 
• ~ • ' I, ' o 

~· ·:_·: .·· \ 
, •• t • ~ ' 
l~ : . : 

~ ' . I ' 

; .. ' • : . . : 
...... . · . . 
·~. -
.~ .. -. . 
:· .. ·. 
::_· I ' , .. 

: ' • . 

.,: . . . 

,'' ; I ... . . 
.. , _,.... 
'(- -.. " . . ·. · .. 
·, ·. ·, ' . 

~-·~. ·,. 
, \• ., . ·.• 

.··. ·,· .. 
,,-. ... . 

.. 

.. 
\ 

I 

I 

;o 

- '2i5 
·r 

, ; -
. ·.cont·ext.s, both Indi:ans and Inuit are comfortably joined 

·tocfether in S~ttler· ~rca.ptp. ons. 
r 

• 1- . 
. 11. ' 

Thro~gh of Indians, Settler s• 
. · . . . --

per_ceptions 

their · t perceptions 
! . 

. of th·.emsel ves . fl uct ua te-- from ·· 1 native . . . . 
.... Labradorran settlers• (a threate!J!d· ·minority) , to secure . 

.. \ 

. . . 
white, · canadian~ with · a. ' sense . of . history and destiny. 

Because of their particular ·'situation · in. ·the ·caPC\~ian 

arctiq, as middiemen between indigenous native minorities 

.· . .' 

rl . ~ . ' . . . .. 

. ·. · ... .. 

. .. ·.·· 

• • • .- '· j: 

, ' . . . . ~· 
. : ~ ... t 

and mainstream ·Europea~ ciu1adia~S.' . ~orth w~fiVer settiea 

: can ~ffor'd, . o'r ' everi n~ed ' to h:ave,' Ia fluid ·:e$-nic ide~ti 'ty_. ~ : _. ·· . 

I : .', ~~ ' . ... .. : 
. . } . :;: 

_ .. . · For them, eth.;ici.t~ does ~de ~Xi,st . outside. ~ny . ~/B~.f"{ 
a~ci .. ¥._ s_ftua'tion~· ·. No social char~ct~t - is \more I real:· ··::t~a~ . ··. :. ,. ' :~.\ 

'another·, and· n·6·. ethhi .C identity 'iS . m'ore 'l '.'tr' ~e I •tO "'lse.tti er · 1 
• , ' ' ., ;; 

.~ · ident.tty; than. t~e ·c>ne··.- th~t ~iner~~s ... in ~~Y · ~-rticula~ . .- .s~~cictl .:. · · ·::: .. :: 
. . . . . . 

.. •. 

upon the ' social ~ituation and the . . ··. . ' . : . "\ · . . 
economic climarte i:n which they •fi nd . themselves, then,. 

·. 
Sett!'ers -draw upo~. ·af?pects- of -j:heir- identity ·· and 

. . 
rel ations}l~p · ·.w.ith : . Iridians · a-s a resource, •· as • a socia.J. · 

· el'pedient, __ and·, ind~ed, as/. a · 1 native• - game • 

,· I , 

·' 

: • 

. ' ··~ 

- , . . ~ 
I .' 

. : ~ 
· .. .. ' . . ': .. . :£ 

' , .•, 
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ENDNOTES 
. " 

\ 
Inter est in: ethnic and political identity · has gr·own : 
over the last two decades in Labrador·. The Settler 
elite are ·aiming · to strengtpen Settler i·d~nti ty· · by· -
consolidating it. · ' 

\ .. 
Kennedy makes thi_:~· int ' in reverse when he describes . . 
Settler responses . o nearby Inui-t as opposed t .o dist_a ·nt 

~
ndians. . Makkov · .Settlers . define- · their· ·ethni·c 
denti ty in . ref ern!nce . to. Inuit, artd their di-stance 

. fr?Jll the local rn.uit is somet'i~es contrasted with. thei r 
fqen~shi:r ~awards ~e more dJ.stant .Indi .~n_s (~J~B~-
7) 0 . ' ' •• • • ' • . ' . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' 

... 
... . ' . ·.· . :. ' ~ ... 

.. ' . 
' . .... ; 

1 ·,1 

·.····, .I . ' •" 

~ ; ', o I: 
. ~ ,· .. 

· - - • •. ,,'•i 
. l ·: · .. .. _ 

. ' . . 

Most _Inuit . ltiy~ in nei gh~our.ing · commltij"i. tie~ at· some · 
distance. frotn North West .' River. ·Of the · In.uit . famil-ies ·, .':.-/ 

· · · 1·iv ing ·' iri Nor tq west .· Ri'ver; ·two for~ mixed · m~rri ~ges . ·. -. : .'..-:· 
.' ·:between .. Settler~ : . . ~rid . I.{lui t ... · They ··· are ·. ·f ron\' the ~ . : ... ' .:.";_',; 

ne.lghbouring co~uni ty ')If · . Rigol e_t, .. and 'they· _mig'I'B:t,e·... . .. .. . _':: 
between·.- · ~heir ·· horne · comm~i ty and , . North-West River.. ·· · ... _ .. 1 

How.ever ~ one ··.: Inuit· .. family · . remains· from · the · 1959 · . . .. . ,~ · 
· " · ·. resettlem~nt :_ ~of . -_th·e. _ n.orth~r·n ·.·co:mm4rii ties .fw}1e .. ri .· ~hr_e'Et, · · ·_: :··<·: 

. families were moved -to North West · . River .· from · Nutak.) . ·. ' .:·_.-
. Thi·s .. ·tarn·ily .· · spe.aks · . rio.· English : · and 1 s isolate d. fr~ ~ · ·.·: ._ ... :.::: 

·mainstream Nor.th. West· · ·.River . ~ society. . ·An .· i nf o~mant _·. . ... : . 

.. 

·e.xpl ained the d~'sappearan'ce ·of th'e other Intii t fam_'il~es .. ·. ·· 
. who had -been resettled in North West River: 'The poor· . .. .:;-; ~ 

souls .· di.dn' ·t . ~ast · long - ·here.· ·They a11 · .died because ~ - ::· .; 
. they .collld no·t \get enough · fresh · se~l ·.- meat -this · far •· ··./-' 
·inla'nd' •••• ·1 Most Inuit hav·e · settled on the' coast··, .and ·': ·. 
-therefore are not so noticeable as a ·cul'ture . to . North·· 
west ·River settlers. · ::· · · . , 7 
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-Chapter Nine-

CONCL IJS~ON 

.,; * * ( 
I 

In
1the . introdYCt.Qry chapter ~t/th~ . beginning .of ·this 

thesis; I outl in~d- three , point~ tha't 1' w~she4 to make in the . ... .._ ... , .. . . "' . 

ensuing .dis.cussion of'sociai · c~acters. ··~ese . were: ' 1> 

tha~-- ·~thni .c ~ ideJ?.ti~Y. ·i~ .--sei£fref.erentiai.,_. 2·)_ 'that . changing · 

of · sociaL iden- . 

-- ~it.y, :·. and .3) . ·that; . given the t"ra91t1erit~d ·nature ·of social ' . . .. -~~ ... . . . .... 
·:identity~· ethn~city. 1Je7cimes· ~.resource· to . be manip~ated _. ~n 

u • • • •, • . ... . ' ~. • 

' ·. _ ... the .. _qreati ori ', . ~·nd com~uriica tlon ' of . sod:~ ·. iderit'i tt·e·s.· .. . ··The 
. - . . ·.· 

' ' '• .._ :. • ', . , • ' • ·, : ' • • • • , ·, • • •' • , •• ' lo • • I 

· -··-. -=-· aim -of · the .•.. _concl.uding ochapter, .. t~en, · . is .to ·-. addre·ss these 
. ·-. . . • . ' . . . . t:,':'·'..... .- :· • . . ....· . . . . . •. ·. =-- . 

-~.ints in ·t:he. '1\ght of the d.is:cu.ss;t.ons in ·the t:p~sis .. 
-~ <. 

~ . . ' 

• · · . I . wis~ :·_t.o.m_a~e · ~e foilow:f:_11~- two P.Oi'nts in addresslng 

. · . 

. .. , 

. ~ . 

· ; · 

. .. 

... ·.· 
. . ·.· 

. I . 

t -he first : ·()£ the- a-bo~e ~tatemenb:5. Fi'rstiy, ~he important "'~ ' ' ~-. . . .,· 
. . . . . . ... . . . 

cri'terioA..in· ethnic· .. identity · is the defining of differences . 
. . ' ; . . - ~· ,·,,, : . . ~:. ... - . .. .. 

and no·t : ne.cess,arily the · c·ont·ent of · th.ose . 
. ' : ·~ . . ' . . ' . . : . ~ . 

. . . . . ' ' - , . . . . 
·qifferences • . · And, · s·e'condly,. . the diff·erence · in iden·ti tles 

. . . . . .. \..- . ; ·. ·. . . .. _. ·\. . . . . . . .· . . 
. ·. bi!tween groups onl.y becomes .apparent· wheo . groups are . Jn 'jux- . . . . : 

. . . . .. $ . . t .•. 

• · between · groups, .. 

ta·posi tion to ·each other. : In this t~.esis,. . . ' . . .· .. · . . .. . . ' ~ . ' 

I : have · argued . ... 

_. t~_1at -Settl~r ethnic . idel}tfty depPrids :· upC;·n··se~l ~rs. ree_er,ring ~ 
., . . . . . . ·. : . ' : . . . . . • ' . .·· . . . . . ' ' . . ·. . . . . . . . ·. ...~ . . 

to: Set.tler ... percept·ions o.f. Indian eth·ni~identity ' in ·order . ~_o' . 

. ... 
. ~- · -

· · ·\. 

. . 
e~~a~la~e . th'e di~feren~es _· by',.'which ·th.ey .·defipe - the~seives · · · 

-as ·Settler·s.·· , ._ . . · .. ·-·. • _. -;, . 
..; , . ~ . ·. :-

-~ 
·< : 

. ... . " 
. . . ' . . 

.• . . , i 

' .. -'. ' .. . , ~ . 

• • I ·. • , . ;"'": ':• . ' 
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The Settlers . of North west River use cultural ·. adapta-
Jll • .. • • • .... 

_ti ons, • .which they ~ave fl~uired over a period of . 200 years, 

in their dr'eation and 'managem.ent ef a Settler ethnic. iden­

tity in juxtaposition to Indians. · The Settlers are the 

. . · . 
. '. 

I • , .. . ' 

. ' . 
colonists. of lands: which do not belong to them as a .special . . . ·· . 

social group. Neither their language nor. ·~ei.r. ~~1 igious 
" P.~~ctises separates them from.mainstream canadian .·life. · In 

, , I 'o 

' -: 

·fact, ~ ~hey ~ rest their cl.~m to · ~thni c u.~iq\,le.nes.s, ar:td th·us, · 

· :i,denti~y, · upon a short-lived cultural hybridisation. which 
. ., ' .. 

g~ve · rise .·· 1::o a dfs.tin~t:ive l ~ifestyle • .. Alid .. y.et, they ar.e . . 
able .to_ create · and ·maint.ai'n· an ethnic i_~entity by . r~_f. erring · 

• 'I '. ' • • , t • 

. ~o the difference{ _that: ~~Y. ~~ceive· between themselves a·nd· 

·~x:ot_h~r - gr.~_up _ w·h~clt · -~~a·~ _ def·in~d · · ... ·i~~l~ · .• l _egitiinately' : (ln · ~ 
. .... " . . ~ .. . . . - ' 

the·· eyes : .of .· the P_x-ovincial ahd Federal Governm_enta·) as ·an -
."'~ · '\. . . . · • . .. · · ... · . ... . . . : ' . 

ethn_ic group. . -
-~ 

. ·. ; ' 

. . -
. y •.• '· .. . 

: . .. . . ~ . ' 

·.' ~ ·!: .. : 
' . ' . 

.... 
'· 

· · · '; 
~ .. · . . ' .. \ 

. ... ' - ... . ·. 

. ' ..... 

/ -----~--------~ 

· The hybrid. nature. of- Setti ei: e1:hni c i~entl'ty is Cbmpl i..:. 
. : r. 

. -
' · ... :-

ca.ted by 
' ' .- t • 

the. f~ct< that s·~ttle~ . !~entity · is,'· v;. part, ·the . , 
. .· ,4;;-

··acculturation of · Indian cultural traits, while, atq·the same 
, 0 .... • • • • • • • • 

. ' 

.. 
. ' . 

. . ' . ' 
I o • ' 

: , ' ' I 

(, . , , . 
. . .. · 
. .. 

• . . 
'.: . 
' . ::' ._, _ 

•' . 
" 

.. . . 

I. 
I 

• 0 

-.•' 

. . . 

, 

, . 

. tl.r: ~etU.~r i.sJenti ~Y · defines t tself. i.n.t op~si•hon to 

.· Indian. ethnic ~den,ti ty •. · The contradiction _i_n Settler ethni c 

i ·d7ntit;.y ·is ·shoWn in the r _~lat~onship , ~tweEm . _the s~ial 

characters ·. of 1 UPal.gnger 1' and 1 Down; lorigei: 1 
• · which . ·'is . . . . 

: . ' · , ,1,.: 
. . ·. : .: e ..... 

; . ·.: ·. 

.. 
Chapte'r /'- Sev~n. · ' . T~~· · social bha.r'acter of I Upa:-: . ~ ·. _ ::~ 
. . . . . . . . ': . . . .· . . . . ·. . ' . . . , ·. ~ 

' . "" 
explored in·. ·. . . . 

longer. • .. forms an ethnic idE!.nti~ty ~withi'n · the broader Settler .. ·· . · ·:· ~ 
. -. . . .. ~"' . . . . ~. .· . . . . ' ·,.. ·. . . .. 

ethnic .· identity··: _be~use ot~ei: ·.settlers see · 'Upal()nge~.s ' .as . · .· .:·:_ ;·; 
' . 

s}'l~ring cultu~al- traits .with· . Indians ~ ~ On 

. .. 
" ·.• 

thi ·. · one 

. .. 
" ' .. .. 

~al1d, . ---4 !.··. . ' '• . . 

. ·: ' . . ~ ~' 
• • • • t .' ~ : • 

. • , ··. · . 
• ~. ~' o ' , • • : ' " • I, '.' ' ' 

ilh-\;\:._,. ·: ·'; :· .. :;;'_::·.: .'.;: ~: .. ~ <:· ~ ·. '/'>.:> .. : ... , ... : ~:~· :· :, ';:.:· ·< ::.:'.' :: ... :_: .. . ' ~ .. ··. ' ._ .' ..... . ·, ' .. : :· ·: .. t-:· ... : ... ;.· : .. ~ ., .', · : ... · .. . . 
... , . 

•: . : •• · .:. \ , : ~.·i 

.· .:. :·jj¥·i. -. ~ ' •: ·. ) :. ! ' , \;. , ..... , ... ~ . 0 ~ I ' 
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· these shared traits are ~xpressive -of : Settler identi~ and 

on the other hand, they .threaten its integrity as a distinct 

identity. · 

.. 
"' In his work on ·ethnic. groups and boundar~es, · Ba'rth 

_(1969) postulates that etb·nic interaction ·is .~uch md're 

_noticeab~e . a·n~ deffnab1e, when it takes place y · t?·e ~rimt:;_­

ter s of · ·the ·'group th~;n within tli~ .group._ · in other words ·, 
. ' ' . .., ' ~ . . .. :. ,. . . ·. ' i . .. . . 

. maint~na_n~e_of group· identity ~equir~S : the. maintenance of a 

· tfo:m~d~~~ -~~~~n th~t gr;:,oup and·ot-~er ·such grdups' ·and ._it 
' I ' ' - • 

·, . ' . . . ·. . ' ' ' - / .. \ 

. 1 must: ·- ~e borne_ in mind, th~t, ~~o s~ch perimeters would · exist if .-

' ·' '. one. ·_g't oup . w ai:( n~ t ') in . pr' oxi mi ty ' :to 'another • 
' .• ' / . ' ' . .· . ' . ' . . . . . ' . 

I 
,., ; 

.,. "' 
·rn North West ·:Rive.r; 'sedentarisa'tion ' ~ of th'e Sej!tlers 

since· . 1~44 ~--a~d ·of ; ~-e . Irid-.i.'!~~ 'fi'n· _1961 .:-ha·s meant that 

S_ettl era·.'and' Iridi ana are now in yeark~~ ;roximfty :"o~ each, ·· 

---other,·: -~ ~~~:/ as .. ca~ be -~een from Chapter. ~i~, this. ~r~xim~ t~ 
. • \1 . . . . . 

has caused a . ch~nge . in Set_t;ler . perceptions .of Indians. ·,·· 

. .• .. the ethnic and 'Political ' conscipu~ness ,· of ' both 
' . . . ·. groups. The 

.Na.sk~~i/MQntagnaf ·s Inn·u Associat;ion.. ('NMIA) was · fqrme9 in ' 

1975, and t~e · Settlers ·aye·· in the ._·pr~cess of :forming .a Meti~ 
. . . . . : . . ·. . . . . " 

· Asso~iation. Thus, _for my_ .purposes,_ ethnici ty . i~ the soci~ 

andt :POii;~~ ~utc~me of divers;e·. hi~t;:.,orical · experience. : 

' '. :;: . . 
- • ' I ' "" 

:.;' ..... ; · I .will turn to the·· devEilo.Il'llent of social characters for ·-· 

·, 

:. 

. \. ~ 

.. . . 
·.:·! 

.. ~ . . . : .. 
; ". .- ~ . .' 

.. :. . . . .. 
) 

.. ·. ·.· 

.. .. 

' ' 
' .. 

: o, : • • ; ' ,., ' 
0 

0 
• • , ,. 

0 

: , ' o _ • • • ' ' •• • ' • , ' • ' • ' ' ' • • • ' . 
0 

' ' I 

~ . . . . ' '. 

,7,_, .. __ .~ . a disc.ussion of the se ·oon~ poin~ ~t·a~ed abov·e, .· that· chang~ng 
.;;~ ~·' . .· .. :- . . . . . . . ,· .. . . ' . 

~!·.\" ... .• . soci~ · env-ironments cause the f .ragmentatlpn .of social' iden-.. ' ........ 
i?;· ... ·· . . • . . I . . . / . . . . :/ : .':_-, 
~:;i:: . ; ' ' . '. . t .. . . , - .. . . .. · ·.~ 
if~~' ~ ~· , , 1 • l f ~ ' • ' f ,' • , ,\ ' 

~~ ~~~~jJ ;;:·.~:.~.~'''' ~ ·, :~;};. :, ,'~~,}.:·} <.·:")<·~ : . .: ( t;;, ,;,; ;:,;::;.;,; :':;~· ,; ~ ;:~: .. ~:.~,; ,:'.:; ,~ ,; ,,:.;, ;, ;;. ·,:··.:. .; ' ::., ,;.,,; ... ; .;:; ... •::: :. :;tz?~~~ 
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\ . 
I wish to say ~ree th1ngs about the devel opnent ef 

soci"a+ chara~t~rs, all o~\ wh_ich be~.t upon the fragmentatid_n . 
. " \ of Set~ler i~¥· Fi\rstly, social chqracters develop in 

/ - .\ . r ' 

response to _past e~riences ·of certain ·settler-s, . and th~y 
- I 

. I 
are, 1n ·_ turn, used to \ express cqt'iternporary identities. : .. ·. ' 
Secondly, because _social ~~aracters eme7ge _in response _t;o_ 

th: _ pa .~ticular -~st .exJ e .riences . of ~ertain ~ettl .ers,' t.hey /~ .. 

/ ca~not , ~ep~es~~t · th·~ exper\ie~·ce of .every . se;jttlei"~ .. .. ·Ther.e- .. · · .. . ·> 
.. I · · , 1 • • • · 

., 
0
' , ' { ' ', ' ' • _: o • <f , I , 

0 
' ' • ' ' ", 't ' 

.fore,.- some social characteFs>are . l~~~ - rna~ipulabl~ . - ~an· oth-: . .. . 

. ::: ::r:~ t t: e~ :~~:::i t::n ~:: t~::i :t:~::: :::::~:~t~::: < * . · ·,} 

reflec;~:d in the iecursive .\natur~ ~~ So~lal ch<i~a~ters-f_ ·. ' ·.•·• /,i 
. ..~ ~ach of the la'ter' chapt·ers, while exploring 1:be fhrna- . . _·:· · ~ .. ·: 

) . tion of , s6cial. characters\ Irl :the. oommunity, ·aJ.·so brings . to ' : ·.·:, 

light a theore'tical cornplici,tion in the development · of the . 1> 
idea of soci.al cha~acter~j Chapter Five .follows .the .evolu- · ... _ .. _;: 

tion· of the sociaX . characteJ of ·,·· t~apPer'. f:r·orn the eCOJlOrnic .. 

activity of · tx:.apping arid tJe. real·ity o£-<t.he. trapping lifes- . ··· ·. >_: 
. I 

.. tyle;. It· is aifficul t ' to 'iJ~l~t~ the point at which. the 

.. so
1

'Clal · .chaFacter. ~er~e~ - fJ1·~ -~~ e~ono~ic reality of tra~ 

: ·': 

·: . ', 

. . . . . . ' \ . . .. ~· ~ 

· ping because the _ ing,r;.e9~.entsi of the social . char .act~· .. of 
, . · ~ : :··.;.: :" .. . . · .' .. ·. · . I . o . . . 

trrapper· ~r~. - ~rawn f·rom the }?ast e~periences of' the Settlers . · 
... ·. . ~ .. \ . ~ ! . . 

. ~· 

.. ,. 

who pursped trappi'ng· as a car~r. M~reover, the trappers . . . . . •" , .. . 
. /· are . them.selves ernbedde·d ·.in the idea of the • ·trap·pe~,- · .which ~:~ 

. '/ . .•"" .• : ·.' 
r;ol ~, · a~d so they are · als.o ... · .. ::, :~· 

. . . ' . /' 
• Yt . ( ... . • ' ,)•' • 

that, they · ha~e hel_ped to · · . 

rio longer 'xists a~ .an economic 
' . • ' ~, . .. · \.. 

ea.pous.i .. ng t;:he s~cial character 
-' 

.. •' 

.,.. : .\: 

:~~r;;;::>: • ... ~ -- _.·. • ;: ; .. ~-- , ~; ·.';· ·, .. , . :. . . :, ., ..••.•. -·• .: · ... •, ..• --,; .• ,,, .• ;. ·. • .. \·-.·• • .··.·.· ~ ;,_ .•. -•. ;- .~ ··-~~ . • : : •. · : -;- ·::,o?J~ 



... :..... .. . ·.· .- :-:-.. p;·r~\r.~ 
. ' ·:, -· ' :.. · .: 

• 

... . . 
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. ·.. ,. ~ 

• . j 
i 
I 
i 

/ 
~ , . 

~ J 

create thr-ough their <Mn. reminfscenc~s. .• 
0 • , 

Chapt~r Six shows' t~at social ch.aracters Ire espoused 

by · those who have not directly · experien¢~d trapping as a way 

' ~ . 

"'\, .. · 

. •, 

) 
taken up ·. ; ···' 

comii.limi. ty, members aa a valid ex·pression of social ·iden-

of life. ~s- soon . ~s· ~he idea Qf the 'trapper' is 

' . . 

~ ··:. : ' ·-
~ : .. /. 

I 

. . . . . -
~ .. 
tity·, ~hen -·the so.cial ~haracter 1s created· out of the 

. ·.,.tori~ · .r~al~tY.• ~so, once ·i..t i:,r·emov.e<Y.from . ·1t~ h.istori-: 

· . ..- caf .. context and . . becomes a social expedient, .. the de~eloPftent 

' . ' . 

.. 
• J .- • , 

.. · . .. . and pr.ogi:es~ ·oi! ·:the ' sociiil. •char~aer isno ynger in t~e-; :;\ \ 
h< · control · of ~ ~·e s~~tler·s who ha}te .prqvided th~. ·ingr~d±ent:s of. · . :~ ... 

•' ,• ,. .. _._ 
::! .· . . ) •. ~. . #' 

-:: ·. ,•. 

{ , ... : . · .' • : . • t • • • • • "".· . 
4

' • • • • : • • . ~ '. • ~ :,: _:. . •••• • .. • • ' • : • • • ~ ; .. ' . . • • • • • •• ._ • • ' f '. ' 

f~~i ·• .··. ·: .. / '·:~:~::::::::::~!:{:~::n~:~e:::~~:(e:~:::::::: :~: :.~ ·. :: 
: . \''. .. • 0 t ' ./ ' 
~ -~-. 'socia:l. character of '-.trapper'l-is· espousable by non-trapper~. 
. . . . . 

. • . ·-·· . .. 
~. . 

. , 
;. -· .. 
·' ·' 

. . ~ 

. bears di"r'ectly upon t;h~ problem 'p:>sed in the . next .ct1apte~. 

.. ... -.. 
Chapter seven .reveals the exteht . to w'hich social/ char-

- • " \ . 

·• ·acters are not freely~ exchJngeabl e · be~w~en . indiv i.dual s. · The 
. . ' . . - . -· .·,. . . . 

characters of Upalong~r- arid oOwnalonger . are· lim'ited . . . . -~ 
social 

·.in .· their . ~ppl icab~l _ity . i~ that: they ' are not:. appropriate 

; -" . 
. ( • .: ' 

. ' 

'l . 
~ . . . . 
:l, ,. 
/ ' I•' • •·. 

. ' \ ' . 

~oci~ - .~har-a~ters .. '· for. · ... all . s-~W.er~. . . Upalongers ·. c~nnot ... . . ·. ~ 
. · ' ·:· 

-.·-.. 
·:~;., \ 

·' t•', 
' ·l , -

become Downal onger s.( rwr . can Downal onge~ s .. be~ome U~l onge~· s, . 
. ..... . . ~ ' . . . . \ -. . . 

!but ~th .e. 'idea .of .. _soci'al character includes. t~·e po"_ssioility · of .· 
I . . . . :.. . . ·. . . , . ·. • . . . . .· . . . 

~v· jCertain . sQcial charact,ers being· npn':"excha~geable. ce.rtain · 
~~~ .~: ~ . I . . . • . • . . . • . . . . .... 

~z·:·: :·. ... / s~ci~ characters· tiav ·~ the ·quaii~y .~£ ' l .imiteci accessibility 
' . ·.· . . .. . ' .. ' . . . . .... . : ., 

t', ':•'• ~ I # / 

~ .. ~ ... :;~:·':···.~_·::·:···.:· .. _ .. _·._._ · .. ·· .· .. · .· .. . .beC{!use ·• they ·,~olve :fran e~perie·n.ces w~~·~h are -~evenly iUs- ·· .. ~ .. ·.·.:' 
: . . .·· ·. ·~ripu_ted th r9u.ghout the · settler p<)pt.Jl atipn. . r£ -the · · ttlai ts.~ . 
t;·.-,' ' . . -' ' ' . . . ; . - .. ·. I'' .• ... ' : . ' 
~l~~i;\< . :· ·.· • • ·, ' • ,:, 11

1 

• ~ • , • ! ' , ~· 

~~L;:~·c:: .. ,;LO:·d;;;; . '·· :;·. ·, .:. : t . i;; ·.\ ,.;,;_; :·. : ;: , ; ... ;: · ... , .... · ;~ < . .. , . ;, ~. i :: . •· ./. ~; : > ·., · · . ; ~, :>-~ 
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~ - " 

social character · w-ere . · universally 
0 

be .. no .. function ~or ·the soei al char-. 

' '., I .. .. 

_( 

acter, and it would not evolve as something to be espoused • 
. . ' 

· ....... And ... be<i1se social characters, at {heir moment/ of separation.!' 
\ :: · .......... __ .. . 

' # 

' . 

. ~~·; ~ 
'from hts:ezn.ical reality, slip from the cont;rol ·of-those 

whose experience~· they express, they can take 
~' 

" on nega·tiv e, 
. . 

as well as positive, attributes. 

' I 

Tl:l~ final problem, · which· is ·related ·to the questions . .. . 
\ . . . . . 

p()sed above, · and .whic_h comes to light· in'Chapte; Eight, fs· 
. . · . ..... 

•,. ·. 

tha~ soc~ai · ~haracters p~olifer·ate. Within . the.· f·ra.grnented . · _.· . .. ··.: 

historica~ <experiences . of : ~e commooi~y of N~~~h- ·We~ ··River· < · < 
.f ' . . .• . ' 

lie~ the ·· possibility. that mui ti.pie - soc~al characters may :o;:·./r· . ·.· 
cr-eated, and · these are not necessarily _ se~rate f r:om eac~ · ··. 

other. In · fact, many of the- social characters are recur-
. . \ 

sive, wit.P smaller, or lesser, social characters evolving 
~--

,,-!-"out <>f the larger coal itioris of experiences represented ' by 

other ~_ocial characters, much 1 ike a ·Russian doll. For· 
1: 

instance, • Settler' can be · considered /to be the generic 

social character of . the North west River. population, out of 

which all other social characters fl.ow. Thus, 1 Labrador i-

ana:~ can be ~ Settl'ers, • ·-setti"ez:: s' can be • Downal oncjer s., ' '-' \ 

•oownalongers' can be ··'trappers,• and •trappers' can . be 
' 

'oldtiiners. ~" . At each level, : the social char·acter has distin- .... 

0 

. . . ""' .? 

.('- guishing ~~a~!ict~ris~ia{," but, at the same time, it cannot · 

: ~1st · separa~e~y from other· ·social characters. Thus, , ·· 

. ' 

'Settiers' can be. ol dtimer s, 
• #' 

. D 

_, . . . ' 

but · an - -',ildtim.~r' a .. , 

/ .. 
i · 

,· ~ ... 
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' · 

" • 

. ~ ' · ~ 
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•settler,' F,or the same reason, ·it is -difficult to analysE(' 
_..:.~ .., -
the boundaries between individual social charact:ers, since 

social characters often spill over into one another, ·and are 

. .often espoused in tandem. So f¥, pOCial · charactel:s have 

,displayed the extent to which settler identity has become 
C • ~ I 

fragmented ·by ·the changes that Settlers have experi.enced in 
~ . . -

the· past ·. · However,· in developi-ng the idea of social charac-
• 

ters, ·cert'ain problems .have been 
.t: 

-unsolved.- .. 
.• 

posed, and these 

.. 
v 

.. · The tb.ird -and fin.al .point stated in 

~­remaln 

.-"1 . 
.· chapter was · that, .· ·given the- . t'ragmente.d nature of soci~ 

idenH~y, ethnicity -be-comes a resource · to be manipUlate·d. 
,f; ~ 

As can be .seen in Chapter Eightt: Settlers are continually . in 
. ' -

the process of· coostructing and di.sbanding ..... social identi~ 

ti.es. since Indian -culture/and identity are both' formati.ve, " . ' ' . '. 

through acculturated traits~ ·and_. referential, · tthrough t lte 
~ . ~ .. I . ~ .. 

. comparison of . qi£~_erences, th~n Settler percep~ionst::,'bf_ ·Iridi ..: 
' . 

ans are prominent _in -s-ettler soci a1· l.nteracti,ons~ . . Settlers 

use ~Jheir perceptions, of I~d:Lahs-: to ~re~e and manipul._a~e -. 

Se.ttler · i'de~ti:ties in order to strengthen and ·'. def lne · their 

· ·i_)erceptions of ·· themselves. "' Thus, Toby_ .finds an · old India~ . . ' 

..· 

• ' _r 

. .:. ... 

\ 

·. ' . 

. . · .. . . . 

...... . . -.... 

.·. 

·.-. 

' · . 
. ' ' 

friend . tha't he ' can refer,'_ to. in h'is conversation about : trap-'-, 4f \ ·._ 

. ping, . and thiS. . pe~-~ept_i ~h· of. · _ Indian~ . as . felt ow woQdsme~ 

buil.ds upon Toby 1 s ·aelf-imag~· ·as a 'trapper • · and • oldtimer·:· 

Indiahs · can : ~ ·'~rceived .• as ' a . threat to 

·.··settler ipentity, · a& .. when Toby - an~ · Jones . discus~ Indi:an l and· 
' . . 

.·. ' .' \ 
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., 
claims. Eth~ity, then, becom~s a resource for Settlers in 

the ~ana_gement of. their own ide,nti ty, bot~ am~g themselves 

and in a wider context. 

Ethnic i denti'ty , . political and • · then, emerges, as a 
.!' ~ 

social · resource 
s 

because ~ it occurs in ·ref.erence "'to another. 

ethnic group. FrOm within the mo;ass of · possi.bl~ 
l 

identi-

ties, . North West River Settlers . have to construct and main-: 
~-

tain a .distinctive ethnic 'identity. ~or them, .tne 1 native· 
' . 

·_.;,., •, 

0 ~ -

:•. 

,, 
•·. 

·game' .involves retaining .. suffi~ien"t' distinctiveness to mairi-: 
• • • ... . · of' .. 

.· > .. 

.: 

: 

tain individual a?d-' co,mmunc:Q identity but -·al.so. ex_l?r~~sin·g ·· 

eno!Jgh affiii~~ion. ~ith · rndian~~~·quatifY~ for ~ome.i ki,rid of · .. ' . . . 

native: status in .the eyes of the ~ outside world. · 
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