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- S, s A NATIVE GAME.
. . Settler Perceptions -
: ' . of Indian/Settler Relations’ in

s . .~ Central Labrador % = _ i
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i . : _ABSTRACT" : ! C .
L Y . e ow . . EER
. . . \- " s . - . ‘ 2 _’
s K . 'This thesis explores Settler perceptions . of-

gt L ‘ Indian/Settief-greiations in a Labrador community and inter-

prets. these P rceptions as statements about Settler identi~'

Y - o

A _ ties and social characters. Analysing the causes of changesl‘w
| 1: o 'in perception, the *thesis demonstrates the. operation of

-yarious influences, historical, economic, and political, in :
fthe creation of these identities'and perceptions. - Finally;f\?f’
’;i“? shqgs how '’ ethnicity becomes fluid with the fragmentatioh
;oflsocial experience caused by these influences, and how
this -fluidity -makes’ it'possible to manipulate ethnic iden—9'

' tity in’ pursuance of various goals., -‘.,_ J £
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L s . 8o pretty it lookg An the fall when wé. come home -
. ¥R -+ from our summer \quarters, above .70 miles from - .
o .. - .. 'here.  When we are'sailing up.in our | large boat, . _ .°
= & F . . to .see. the ducks: in.our bay when we are. nearing :

34 a5 | the river, and when we get ashore 'to :the pretty -
R . river banks -and’ walking .up the path under our .

.. .+ .. w* '+ large trees, some 58- feet and some '60. feet high, .
.+ . 4 " we often meet with a flock of partridges ‘flying:up - .

5 W " to the trees:. Before we get to .the house, . 80

[ "o, .+« -*. ‘-pretty, then is the scramble among the young ones. 5

e " "+ who will see .the first turnips -and botatoes, and_ - .t B s
Lot® T8 ¢ -+ sure enough all around- the house-is green with - e
£ . turnip-tops, and betwéen them and the wall of the = Y s
; house’ ig hanging red  with moss | berries, some . . :
Y _ . ,-falls. Then we get home to sur winter- house for . .
}7% R e ™ ten months more (Lydia CampBbll 1980 2—3). ; n; P NI &
A ;;3'2:'. The description is of Mulligan, a. small ettlement‘fnot~’ chl
bgr{'_y-f']-, .ﬂf from North West River, which lies At the head of Hamil-
\ ’ X & % 3 ! o
3 P S ton Inlet, the deep fjord which bisects the‘ Labrador land

mass.,. A8’ 13 true of alI deep fjords, the head of Hamilton

. ‘.' ! e ' i
:;'Inlet is rich in wildlife and vegetation because it is shel- : f?ﬁ

. %L s e o
v ‘-tered... It is situeted 170 miles ‘inland’ from the North "
| Atlantic,,but it still forms part of Labrador s 11 0088 miles T tt

A T '.of coastline, and the four co@punitiesz situaéed at thf head
‘ Vo . * of the Inlet are home to approximately 9, ﬂﬂﬂ Indians,)Inuit,x o
\ N

-

Settlers,‘ and 'come—from—aways'~ with diverse cultural and

v :
T e

\historical backgrounds. North West River has. a’ population
. of BBB Settfers,. .and’ the neighbouring Indian,community_ofﬂ_;wm——_,
; Sheshatshit has a population of epproximateiy 400 \ Until “
. % 1979, Shesha shit was part of*North West River..




;;f, ¢ ' Labrador is the easternmost‘secﬁion of the'Canadian' or

.Worth American‘gontinent,-facing Baffin Island to the north
g- SN and Greénland to the east. It has a triangular land mass of
4 8 E © . ki .
?1-' ’ K\ -approximately 112,080 square milesé with a"‘populaticn of

. approximately 56,5BB; which means that most of Labrador is

. & Tey ! “

Labrador City, Churchill Falls, and Happy Valley-Goosé -Bay.
The uiba; population is largely composed ‘of ‘come-from—
= = A aways,' such as mainland Canadians ~and Newfoundlanders,
B . .w?ile the remaining third o@*the population is a mixture of .

.t
Indians, Inuit and Settlers.3 Most of the indigenous and

~fsem&-indigenous (Se tler) peoples live in small, isolated

. aend ¥UT

'year' round (wea/ﬂ;r permitting) by light aircraft (Labrador

coastal ferry service (run by CN Marine)

i

*Airways), and Zy

during the s ipping season, which is between late June and

. ' . - Othober. / C A -
| v

. ‘) -~ the head 'of-Hamilton Inlet;'where a‘considerahle aﬁount of

market gardening takes place ;n the two’ hot, dry months of

'O

ve out temporarily to summer qharters in Grosswater B&*,

vViw Launentian Shield, and*lies on the/northeastern edge of the .

scarcely populated, especiallj since more than two-thirds of

the people live in the "three -urban centres of Wabush-,

Acommunities along tge coast, communities whibh aré reached .

Thegsémmer,season'is short and intense,‘iespecially “at .

" igf berry picking, which is carried out on their return, :

g = !




and Hamilton Ihlet.w once the ‘ice forms solidly across the T F;

..

c%§most sortseis curtailed. s T i ,,"7u'. “A%‘ B o ;ffq}

during late summer’ and early fall., The weather is usually’

-y e

warm and dry in April, when the‘Settlers hunt seals on the ~ ' .7

“old winter,ice in faké ‘Melville 'and Hamifton Inlet. 1In sum- -

mer, peOple travel by boat, because most of tié settlements
and the camps from which people hunt, fish and trap are

situated along the shore. The waterways serve - as highways S Qy
‘ x £, 5

in'both summer , and winter. - ' [

,

r . / i

Snow precedes the ice in the fall, beginning sometimes L

~% - g A

-

in September. but it usually arrives in earnest, heralded by

» —

the arrival of snow buntings, in October.. During the - years . ';;?

of the fur tradeu tfappers would set out for their traplines . =',{j
Wkl R A -
by canoe/during this part of the year, and hunting and trap- - 7

ping still take th:e inland during the fall and winter. _ rnllgn

e

,.-‘\_

Ve ' . 3
Most/North Westhiver- ettlers have the use - of a,Jcabin ' e

situated along dhe of the rivers or 1akes. Ice forms over . ,‘Tif

6
. .

- the small lakes in’October, and is formed and broken by '

storms .several times jthroughout November in Lake Melville g fwf

main stretches 'of water, then transportation is by snowmo- P

bile,.snowshoes“and skiis. However, there is alwvays' a tedi-‘

k\..‘

-

ous, wait while freeze—up and break—up, the transitions from _
2 RS Pk
.land and water to snow and ice, take fﬂace and travel ﬁof; ‘ :

+ ~"-
\":v.).

.
‘ “ - . .. . . - i =% %
o~ " P ) 4 . . :
e . a8 e & .
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:'1983 to. carry out fieldwork on the present thesis.

~

‘ I‘became interested, ih Labrador at'the end of my high

‘school gareer, when I ’bhose to. spend a year working as a

) volunteer for the Int national Grenfell Association bafore

. (,_oontrnuing with my education. The experiences of my first . °

4

yeagkin Labrador and Newfoundland, in 1974—75, convinced me

that I . wanted” t to study anthropology. X returned for a

further six months of,voluntary work in 1976-77, and, .£51-~

lowing this,‘ spent *the e¥\fer of . 1979 in Ndrth West River'
h

“Carrying out field researc

dissertation.4 These brief’ visits served to<-give me anl

. appreciation of the pace of change and its effects on the-
'lives of the North West River inhabitants, and" I returned inl’i

e . e

UM

‘}complex ‘and radical changes in its economic, political and .:

‘social‘past; ﬁeople were (and are, still) attracted to the 1

community for a- variety of reasons, and Indian, Inuit,
FrenJh, English, Scottish, and )Newfoundland éncestry are

represented in different families.\ Some Settlers came as

e..‘pioneers, some as trappers and others as administrators andl
professional workers in various service industries (such as~g

1-teaching and nursing) However, despite the many different'

‘.’.‘

"reatons for being in North West River,‘affiliation to theﬁ.“
‘ community is strong, as is. family identity. ' Through my 0y
'y field research, then, I intended. to eramine not only how theyh

history of the community and its present problems affect'

s an undergraduate honours

The North West River Settler population has experienced'-n




£4 e ‘ Ly ¢ ‘ .‘.\r‘.r, 3 1«1§§t‘ ‘,.. R A ‘!Enm : 5
o L ; 5]
x\;u? : 4 ‘
: \Indian/Settler relations, but also what part individual fam— E
2L - ily histories had played in the  formation of contemporary x
' perceptions qﬁ Indian/Settler rfelations which ate held by '.1;;
g - .; Settlers in the community. 3} _ .
T 4 N J « - " & * i
. -l

R My oniginal hypotheses were: 1) -that Settlers were - not

; ih“ unanimous in their perceptions of Indian/Settler relations;
mgqs. o L 2) that the diverse perceptions that Settlers held “of Indi-
.\;%éé _=_. ans * and - Indian/Settler relations were the result of ‘the

diverse:historical experiences of the community; and 3) that

( "’ : these~ could be. traced by examining individual and family

L »histories in the community. v

©

. ’ On my first trips to the community my purposes had beenx
. ' ’ Coy e
' ¢ employment at thé hospital or children s home. The experi--

;;':;',j: & ‘L-ence of arriving in the community in‘9fder to do 'fieldwork' ,
%:vty""f"j‘g "”daunted me.{ o could not, at fi{st, begin to conceive of howu “ i

. was to achieve the collection of data that I. needed for my_’

éij-; :' . 'Z.research during this visii. and yet I needed to construct an' . g
e - iti“e‘-'“Y and, Plan my days. In order’ to. do this;~I. had— to
;ffgt '-<:Q.e.examine the meaning of being an anthropologist who was ‘;{fgi

:.t~ ,gtquing a. ‘community. . My opportunity came thr h ag over- ;1: [ﬁﬁ%
ﬁfﬁ-“' . s, o 'sight of which I was guilty. ' ’ 'j "5bq\"5:; w oo ; ;{{
if% lwi -». . ! s ) TS ; ‘; _ o B .A :ﬂ%
f“:.‘.°s‘ i 'After I had been dn the community for a few . daye, the "5‘3
ks ; 1~'mayor of the town, asked to see me. she wanted to hnow . il
EQTQ-,_“ - - Whether I had obtained the consent -of the Eown council fandﬂ L
ey : the community in order > progegd _\With my Btudy In my "

r~v‘...“. . . N / - o Y




embarrassment'at\notlhaving.arranged:to see. her ~sooner, I
agreed to_ w;iter about my project in the town council's
newsletter, which was'distributed to all members of the com-
munity. This I did,5_and-was duite astonished to hear about
mysels during a televised news bulletin the following week.,

Soon after this, a  reporter from the local radio network

‘arrived to interview me about my fieldwork. I was,no‘longer

hesitant about studying the - community ~ after- these

‘ encounters, nor-were the community members.-hesitant about my

| Indian community of Sheshatshit, and~welcomed a researcher

presence)in'their community - I was their anthropologist and

a local celebrity! People were not particularly concerned
about the exact nature’ of my research ; ‘they understood_
’ mainly that'I'was'collecting stories of Indians, but _they

'had noticed the presence of researchers in the neighbouring

’ ‘who was showing interest, instead, in their community. e W,

Y

v .

vation and interviewing in order.to gather information, and

had intended to stnucture _the data collection around indivi-"

dual life histories and extended casé studies.6 I had wanteg

+0 become acquainted wrth as many peOple as possible at an
| early stage in my fieldwork, 80 that I would have a large".
<selection of informants from which to draw candidates Cfor ..
life history studies, anP be able to complete seVeral his—A
tories within the span’ of my stay..ﬁ However, although i S

xestablished several key informants and muny more general

I used the two fieldwork methods of participant obser-‘




TR

.
i

.-Ii realised that collecting life histories would not 1ead me .».

informants, I did not collect life higtories. My aim ‘to
'become acquainted with as many people as possible in the

r

early stages of my fieldwork led me to begin by collecting

genealogies. Most members of tﬁe community have\alkeen'

interest in their ancestry and in- the\region 8 history, and

I found that, by asking to be told about\their family trees,

I made the acquaintance of -a large~number~of the residents.

I~ needed no ‘more. of an introduction than the explanation

that someone 8 niece or nephew, cousin or grandchild, had

.sent me ,for further information on the community's 'family
'tree.'7 Interviews -ahout ancestry sdon’ 3eveloped into

extended chats about the 'old days, and the oldtimers who.

populated them. As my familiarity with the community grew,

to anfunderstanding of variations in perceptions any more-

efficiently than did analysing the shifts from one percep—

tion to another in the course of conversations and other'

‘sociaI_Interactions. S -
. P 9 . ‘ . ) " * - .<_"

» \

The*extended case”method proved Eo be more useful as a

strategy for' shaping my data collection, and the. seasonal"

Y

activities associated with Christmas and the New - Year \pro- _ 5‘
vided me with some suitably apt and isolated illustrations':jt
(Gluckman 1965:235).; There were two large community gather—~;t
ings, .and several smaller and more private affairs, all of fs;
,A which gave rise to speculatiVe gossip and the airing ofiidhifv

2
4

; thﬂipns about changes in the community, and relations with}ﬁj, ;ﬂ:f




—

of a- bridge, the closing of the hospital, the formation of

teams for winter sports, discussions about the newly opened

r ) Lion's Club, the growth of ‘the ne(:ly established youth'

group, and the progress of the men's and women's Darts
Leagues offered plenty of " opportunities both to become '
involved in‘.communityectivities and to study geix_eg:al 'an'.d

‘pervasive.phenomen\a\in the community's social str_ucture.

y _ I spent five months in North West River, £from the end.'\

N - of September until the following spring, during which time I

met and made excellent friends and informants in the town. '

o . ) \\/ . -
S

;\\' o the members of the community and I were fam:l.liat with each-;

-with a notebook and pencil. _

:;\.\‘."" . tions. Initially, 1 asked to be told stories amrapping

. . - 5 b’
&Y ¢ b e .- . - N -

”\_/ * the’ comniunity of Sheshatshit. In addition, the construction-l

g dia not attempt to interbiew people formally until I had .
been in the coxmnunity ‘for three months, by which time both, >

\; other, and I had been able to absorb a 1ot of’general infor--' "
3 ALy ‘ 'm&tion about the people and their community. 'l‘his meant?"'

the significance "of statements, jokes and the more subtle',. 5
_' ways that the people had of communicating " their- ideas and

- | . thoughts. I asked in advance whether I could use a tape K

‘mission to do so was mnot. g:anted, I conducted the intetviews '

. The subgect matter of each interview .was as mucb at the{

N that, during interviews, I was able to. be perceptive about-.‘,‘ J

"’~vrecorder when conducting a formal interview, but when per— N

.'discretion f’- the interviewee\ as it vas shaped by quea- - A2




v houeehold, but i.f I requested an interview, I wae referred'

x :_ _ahip and tolerancel

Ay B
.5t e ]
Lw

[ R

and about Indians. I aleo aaked people what they felt about

the changea taking place in their community, but invariably,
the content of the interview el:/aped itself around the things
that most appealed to the inte viewees for diecussion and

~ ) .

comment. - o , ’

-Much of my data came from observing and participating

\ in fc'onmiunity activities, .and, “as ie..usual'ly the case, I’

\ . ® 2 . ) . '
‘gairied some interesting insights about qu\th West _River

U7

% Unfortunately, when I turned up and greeted the.informant
from whom I had received this piece aof information, ‘ I wae_.
i dismayed to find myeelf the only woman in the company of'_
.,':eerioue male dart—playere.t They courteouely entertained me‘
.on that first evening, but firmly told me that, .in future,-
""l‘uesday darte nighte were a strictly male affair.ﬂt‘ 1ater',j:
-.joined the women'e Darte League, where I was responsible for;

: causing my team to: come se}cond when it had previously been ;

/ 1

" % '_first. I thank those very gracious women for their friend- B

-

'I‘hie diviaion of recreational ' activitiee reflected a i Y

' deeper divieion of social activitiee, and b | found that dur--"

\

: eociety by inadvertently overetepping the. unwritten laws of
'the community. For example, onmy- first .evening I asked.:
[ what wae going to be happening in the comﬁ\%ty, and I 'was
,‘told that it was 'darts night'\at the .local 'Lion's Club.

.ing my vieite, I would be entertained by the women in the




-~ = -

to the men. Hence, much of the deta I. collected”’( informally 4
‘was associated- -with women and their soc’iel Activities, but ;
much of the formal collection of data was provided by men.
'.l‘he. .nature of‘ the two kinds of information ie, ‘of course, ° |
quite different. The 'natur'e of the infofmelly gethere'd
information provided insight into the private lives of the'
v women I visited, whereas the formal interview material fuc- . .
nisgge me w:.th information that’ the interviewees wished to .
impart to me about activities in the public spheres of trep— e {';5‘
ping, and other sxﬁ‘x economic concerns. _‘N‘everthel..ess', ~I.wm I ‘_;;13
pr'i?sent' at many public and private | social ’ af’fcirs' which . | 5
involved both mele and female participants, and on many ofi .
‘the interviews,. the women maed comments | and counter-'_'_'
arguments in the" background,. which I wes eble to record. o
| '-Trapping culture was eesentielly mele, ,however,*and elthough

. _":‘women played a significant part in the econoxny, it was 861'.'

c | PR dom in Ehe public sphere of activities, 'in which the men' _
PRI operated. '.l‘he fact that }luch of data revolves around the
men 8 perceptions of their activities has meant that many of e

the perceptions ‘that’ are analysed represent male activitiee,..g
' .such as’ trepping, tather then female a.ctivities, ‘ such_,es:"
: » cra_ﬁtewomen,.-horticul_tural ilst and‘.trapper 'fs' ivife o

 w,, v PE e Likewise, .1 distreesed my l.andlady by leer ing handi- ‘

;_:_.;“:K _, e 0 'crafts on Sundays ‘and spending the rest of:’~ th " week vieit-
P ‘.'ing, when, for all of her life, the activities ’ad'éeen con-."”‘

ducted in the reverse order. It just did no‘ d° t° sev. 2,
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i .

\

\

) visitors, and hedged my calla 3

/:s.'x. -~ - \&‘

Sunday, because Sunday was for visiting. ! éunday has. always

been a day of reet, and, in Labrador, the

Settlers £111 these days with activities they would not .oth-

regarded as

erwise ,have _ time | for. 1 explained that,

ransl ated to mean 'work', i:‘whereafs sewing was ‘kp/astime that

I\ | enjoyed.

N

But people did not éunder'etand this. 'I

discovered tt\rat community members to L/

|

unable to equate my visiting with work or serious activity,

and this flavoured the nature - of the information which I

u._-

received from them. Until ‘they were used t#my vioits, they

L

encouragedme to call when they were watching 'the. 'soap

operas, ‘ which seemed apprbpriate entertainment for social

_-(or» were ~embarraaeed) when

theyl were occupied with household chores. = &

North West River Settlers have a European cultural

N

from severe 'culture shock.‘ Instead,

with

therefore, o suffer

began tmrecogni‘ee the complex nature of a. culture

which I had thought I was familiar. For 1nstance, the faot

that my hosts were perturbecf by my insistence upon engaging

‘ in activities which were obviously inappropriate to my age

end statua, given the time of day and day of the week in

for me, visiting

om I paid vieits were

X

ancestry; consequently, I wae already famil iar’ with at least )

= . . Y X
: some aspects of the community I lifeetyle. ;I ‘did not,

which l‘. co\:iucted them, 1ed me to realise that I was also :

uncomfortable with the 'unwork-like'.

the communi ty, -

—

4

and that visiting pal]_ed nnless I got some e yohe

v e wnd

aspects of my etay in o




substantial inforniation from it. Their per turbation also

T led me to realise how. fine is the line which divides work!

from 'play, and that, in fact, as the dividefa of work from

; " play, timef and place are as significant as ‘are the activi- s"
€ = ties themselves. §I also became aware of the "i'nviaible' ) %
side .of the community's: family tree and ‘the Settlers' .

" interest in it. What seemed supetficially to be an interest .
, in ancestry was also an obsession with the poaaibility of

»

e . ' ‘ relationships which community members. consider to be inces-

tuous, and which become almost unavoidabl'e in a small, iso-

lated conimqnity. My geneaf]:ogical data will never be com-
‘plete 'becau'se of the many sensitive and 'unknown' ateas of

‘information in the community family tree.
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a : ' I'd

: Lydia Campbell- 'Sketches of Labrador Life* The Evening
- 1894,. reprodu.ced by Them. Days Publ ication

' 1989:24 (see below)

2. Happy Valley—Goose Bay, Mud. Lake, Sheshatshitgx‘r and

North West Rivez. L

3'.. Settlers are the European inhabitants of Scottish, '
English and French origin, who came to Labradofrand '
married Inuit and, occasionally, - Indians .during the

coloniéation of Eastérn -Canada.

4. Evelyn Mary Plaice- "rhie Land is Hy Land -

Settlers. in - Central Labrador,' u’npublishei honours :

e dissertation, oxford Polytechnic 1980.
5, I described my prog ect as follows:

Nin ' Ume
Ntassi: Conflict .Over Land Between Indians- and

¢

My interest . lies in the development of. . relations
between . the people of North West River- ahd the people:
of - Sheshatshiu, and in what people think about the
relationship between themselves and the Montagnais

Indians, I am particularly interested in finding out .

whether this relationship changes with time, and what

causes the change. To do this, I am -asking people, .
about the old days, about storieg ‘and incidents which’ -
happened in the past, whether they 'remember their deal~

~

~ ings  with the Indians, and what these were like. I am

-also ;£inding out about the things which: make the -two
commuriities -different today, and how people feel about

~these differences (Newsletter of the . Town .Council of

North West Ri.ver, December 2, 1983). 4 i,

. %. Gluckman describea this method as the extended research ‘
of "apt and 'isolated illustrations" to help explain.

more general and pervasive phenomena, in Max': Gluckman:

and Ritual in Tribal Sm.e.tx (Chicago.. :

~Politica, Law’
, Aldine Publishing Company) 1965, p. -235.
7. As will be seen later, most North West Rive{r

inhabi-

L . _ tants "~ ‘can’ trace their ancestry back to one or two of

"~ the few pioneer families.
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-Chapter One- -
¥ INTRODUCTION ™

* & %

The three points I wish to .make in the following

.~analysis are: 1) that ethnic identity is self-rérerential.

. 2) that changing social environments cause a fragmentation‘

‘ of social identity,'and 3) that, given ‘the fragmented na}ure_

of social identity, ethnicity becomes a resource to be mani-

L]

pulated in the creation and communication of social identi-'

. T ow . i 8 ~

ties. k

N

The thesis falls into two sections. chapters in the
first section give a detailed appraisal of the historical,

economic and°political develOpment of North Wesat River and

second section explore contemporar

_of the Lake Melville region ingieneral._ Chapters in the

social interaction among

North West - Riverv Settlers, revealing the complex array of

‘perceptions arising from the . Settlers' past' erperiencee»

’

The* present chapter servgg as an introduction to the commun-

ity of North West River and the particular ethnic situation

'

: of this community in- relation to other communities in Lahra—

dor.' It includes a survey of the literature. available on

*central Labrador and sets out the theoretical approach used
inthistheeis... ' A




Co " Until recently. North West River, Labrador, was a _sin-
gle municipality bisected by a river and composed of 459,
i‘ A ' Settlers<\n the- north bank and 500 Indians on ' the south
' bank.‘In 1979 the Indiqn side was - formed into an administra- .
’ - \ ‘tively separate unit. The physical division of the settle— S
~ment is paralleled .by the maintenance of distinct ethnic LRI 3
. identities. . Throughout the 28 -years since 1961,' when
government first encouraged the settlement of . the Indians at
"North West River, the two groups have remained separate. ,
. 4 Vbry little‘ social integration or interaction has taken -??/1
place, and there have been few incidents of combined. activi-v
ties of any kind. "Each group runs its own co unity hall,
church and séhool, although a few facilities- uch “as the
Hudson's Bay Company store and the International Grenfell s

zAssociation hospital, both on the north bank, are shared. ",- ,

. In 1742 Louis Fornel, an“ndependent trader from Que—
; bec, established the first trading post ‘at the site -of the -
present day North West River. The establishment of Fornel' A
post initiated a trend in which sojourning traders and
pioneers, Frenchmen from Quebec and British: .seamen,‘ began,
. N appearing \in the Inlet, some. of whom marri& rnuit, and sub-
| » sequently settled in the region. In 1836 the Hudson's Bay
. ' COmpany began operations at North West River.- The fur trade
}l h T grew, and North West River became the regional centre by. the

turn of the century. Revillon Freres opened a poet in 19&1 I

. .ox 4
3 ' J‘\ ‘on the south bank, primarily to . serve the Indians, "and ‘the

z X . £y v i Y el
ot W v Bl R e v g 8 WA Yo G v e Yad et ae g
“1.‘\:" e P.‘-'VL“ .‘A Bl e WX ‘,',0'}":)“,;‘4",‘ e MR » R PR N SRR



International Grenfell Association opened a hospital on the

north bank in 1916.

+ Incursion into tﬁe Indians' hunting territory increased :
as trapping by}SettlerS*expanded, and by the 192Qs Settlers''
traplines had filled the valleysvﬂhd spread onto the 'Height
of . Land'

-

This area had never been trapped before, and had -

previously been regarded as exclusively Indian hunting land.

This encroachment contributed to' starvation amongst the

qbdians, leading to their increased depéndence upon trips to' :

the

‘time

Newfoundland's jurisdiction over

the 1

under

expressed anger at the free reign allowed the . Indians with
_regard gp hunting because they were not covered by Newfound—'
-\land wildlife regulations. L ERr R

trading posts to. ‘receive government relief. At this3

the Labrador—Quebec’boundary-was,'in 'dispute, as ~was‘

nterior.' The .Settler population, which fell squarely -
the Tﬁrisdiction of the Newfoundland Governmentr

-

great 'deal of friction arises from the fact that
r® Indian visitors are.Canadian subjects and also’

.the - boundary line between Canada - and

.was followed by the depression of -the 1930s8. Prices ere

Newfoundland-Labrador has never been settled.’
.Hence the Indians can do with impunity, right’
_alongside the Labrador man,: what the latter-is -

liable to be severely fined for (Paddon 1920:109).

The height of ,the fur trade, which”came in‘ the 192bs, .

"a

the Indian‘bands'rogming

L]

“affected negatively, causing a rapid decline in fur” “trading,

' and many of the,Settlers sought alternative means or obtain=

.ing a lixi:g. Goose Bay Airbase, when it was constructed in




<

.‘- .4 = ' .

\ R -

.the early i94ds, offered this alternative. Many Settlers |

|

were attracted to the wage labour economy, and the *militarv
ope;;tions of Goose Bay have provided a significant amount
of employment since World War/II. However, from the begin—
ning of the 197Bs the military has been withdrawing from the
ereu, causing unemployment. North West River continued to '
house the IGA hospital and the many administrative functionsf
and services spawned by it, which were the major source of
employment for the community after the decline of trapping.

The hospital 'has" since closed,_ transferring hospital and'

.other services once offered in ‘North West River to the mil i-

~—

-tary hospital premises in Goose Bay, and North West River. is

presently facing severely increased unemployment.

The narrows at North West River were, for several cen-

‘ turies, .an Indian summer camp, which grew in significance

as trading posts and other services became available.' Indi-.

ansg - were not attracted to wage 1abour, even when the. con- -

'struction of houses by the government started in 1961, - and

the Indians' subsequent sedentarisation resulted in a severe-
&

grestriction of” hunting,activities. Growing political aware-
. nhess egongst~1ndian groups in.Canada during the 196@s led to
' thanges in policv concerning Indian rights. The/concept of

;aborigidll rights was. re~examined, and land claims ‘based on

!

7aborigina1 occupancy were acknowledged. Concern with native )

-rights and identity became orgenised in this province with

the founding of the Native Association of Newfoundland " and

\
i
i




r

Babridor iNAhL) in 1973. Thia group subseguently split;into |
separate organisations which'represented the'three'different‘
native groups in the province. The Naskapi—hontagnais Innu '
Assoc:Xtion (NMIA) was formed in 1975 ‘Their land claim was

s !

recognised soon after this and has been under research..

3 consonance with their heightened political auareness, “the

Indians separated from North West River and their community

became known aL Sheshatshit in 1979.
" A

Ethnic relatidﬁs within North West River "stand in'

marked contrast to those in the Inuit communities on the4~

'Labrador coast to the north. The boundary between Inuit and

Settler identities‘is’/;_some extent ambiguous, as is shown
recently by'thé Labrador ‘Inuit Association;s decisionf‘to'
include Settlers "in the LIA  and as beneficiaries in any
.future land claim settlement.2 Historically, all Settlers

. had a. higher level of interaction.with Inuit,-with whom-they1
_shared a littoral adaptation, than with Indians. The latter !
remained\\\nland ‘fof "most of the year, coming out to the

coast - only for short periods to trade.. Indian/Inuit ‘rela-

.tions have always been marked by avoidance. Thisxmakeslthe
.North West River Settlers' position an interesting ’one:
their pqet affiliation' with . Inuit is similar to that in -

other northern Labrador communities, but their more recent

affiliation with Indians and with trappfng has left them out.
o

" of LIA organisation.3 Nor are thqy included in the land‘
' claim negotiations of the NMIA, and North West River has:‘:'




’ :dies which are primarily interested in the effects of Euro—y-f'h
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flong-since lost itsfnative status. However, ‘there is grow—

‘ing interest in a newly formed Metis Rssociation.

e

hoe

There are several types of data available which’ are

pertinent to my study. Primary sources.of historical data

'.covering North West River/Sheshatshit include government

documents .on the boundary dispute in the 19205, Intérna-

o tional Grenfell Association records and publications,4 and,
_ Hudson 8 Bay Company records and documentsf Secondary:

,'sources of data include both academic studies ‘and memoirs.

[

"Vaino - Tanner (1944) refers to Ndrth West River in ‘a’

comprehensive account of Labrador towafds the end of. the fur

'trade.{' He predicted that Indians would acculturate to the
Settlers' environmental adaptation, which he saw . as much .

jmore successful. Hore recently, Zimmerly (1975) has examined :

the’ change from subsistence to cash.-economyw in central

Labrad r as it affeg%ed Settlers.

?

Other academic studies of North West River consentrate

on the Hontagnais Innu population. Speck's (1935 an 2 42)-j

" work on. the distribution of Montagnais-uaskapi bands in the .
.habrador interior includes the Innu of North West River, as
- do€a Leacock's (1954 3!955 and 1969) . writing on’ band struc—,".
ture and the effects of the- fur trade on band organisation."‘l

'These studies of Innu band life complement more recent stu-'i~




' 'Settl ers. .

| pean influence on traditional hunting lifestylea;' HcGee_ a

(1961) examinea conditions amongst the Indiane juat prior to

and around eedentarieation, and Adrian Tanner's work (1977).

_on Indian land use- ‘and occupancy for the land claims pro-

ject, includes some statements on m attitudes J-towarde;-'

Y

Elliott uerrick (1933) and Elizabeth Goudie (1973).
their memoirs,‘ offer interesting accounte of the trapping

way of life during the fur 