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- S, s A NATIVE GAME.
. . Settler Perceptions -
: ' . of Indian/Settler Relations’ in

s . .~ Central Labrador % = _ i
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i . : _ABSTRACT" : ! C .
L Y . e ow . . EER
. . . \- " s . - . ‘ 2 _’
s K . 'This thesis explores Settler perceptions . of-

gt L ‘ Indian/Settief-greiations in a Labrador community and inter-

prets. these P rceptions as statements about Settler identi~'

Y - o

A _ ties and social characters. Analysing the causes of changesl‘w
| 1: o 'in perception, the *thesis demonstrates the. operation of

-yarious influences, historical, economic, and political, in :
fthe creation of these identities'and perceptions. - Finally;f\?f’
’;i“? shqgs how '’ ethnicity becomes fluid with the fragmentatioh
;oflsocial experience caused by these influences, and how
this -fluidity -makes’ it'possible to manipulate ethnic iden—9'

' tity in’ pursuance of various goals., -‘.,_ J £
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L s . 8o pretty it lookg An the fall when wé. come home -
. ¥R -+ from our summer \quarters, above .70 miles from - .
o .. - .. 'here.  When we are'sailing up.in our | large boat, . _ .°
= & F . . to .see. the ducks: in.our bay when we are. nearing :

34 a5 | the river, and when we get ashore 'to :the pretty -
R . river banks -and’ walking .up the path under our .

.. .+ .. w* '+ large trees, some 58- feet and some '60. feet high, .
.+ . 4 " we often meet with a flock of partridges ‘flying:up - .

5 W " to the trees:. Before we get to .the house, . 80

[ "o, .+« -*. ‘-pretty, then is the scramble among the young ones. 5

e " "+ who will see .the first turnips -and botatoes, and_ - .t B s
Lot® T8 ¢ -+ sure enough all around- the house-is green with - e
£ . turnip-tops, and betwéen them and the wall of the = Y s
; house’ ig hanging red  with moss | berries, some . . :
Y _ . ,-falls. Then we get home to sur winter- house for . .
}7% R e ™ ten months more (Lydia CampBbll 1980 2—3). ; n; P NI &
A ;;3'2:'. The description is of Mulligan, a. small ettlement‘fnot~’ chl
bgr{'_y-f']-, .ﬂf from North West River, which lies At the head of Hamil-
\ ’ X & % 3 ! o
3 P S ton Inlet, the deep fjord which bisects the‘ Labrador land

mass.,. A8’ 13 true of alI deep fjords, the head of Hamilton

. ‘.' ! e ' i
:;'Inlet is rich in wildlife and vegetation because it is shel- : f?ﬁ

. %L s e o
v ‘-tered... It is situeted 170 miles ‘inland’ from the North "
| Atlantic,,but it still forms part of Labrador s 11 0088 miles T tt

A T '.of coastline, and the four co@punitiesz situaéed at thf head
‘ Vo . * of the Inlet are home to approximately 9, ﬂﬂﬂ Indians,)Inuit,x o
\ N

-

Settlers,‘ and 'come—from—aways'~ with diverse cultural and

v :
T e

\historical backgrounds. North West River has. a’ population
. of BBB Settfers,. .and’ the neighbouring Indian,community_ofﬂ_;wm——_,
; Sheshatshit has a population of epproximateiy 400 \ Until “
. % 1979, Shesha shit was part of*North West River..




;;f, ¢ ' Labrador is the easternmost‘secﬁion of the'Canadian' or

.Worth American‘gontinent,-facing Baffin Island to the north
g- SN and Greénland to the east. It has a triangular land mass of
4 8 E © . ki .
?1-' ’ K\ -approximately 112,080 square milesé with a"‘populaticn of

. approximately 56,5BB; which means that most of Labrador is

. & Tey ! “

Labrador City, Churchill Falls, and Happy Valley-Goosé -Bay.
The uiba; population is largely composed ‘of ‘come-from—
= = A aways,' such as mainland Canadians ~and Newfoundlanders,
B . .w?ile the remaining third o@*the population is a mixture of .

.t
Indians, Inuit and Settlers.3 Most of the indigenous and

~fsem&-indigenous (Se tler) peoples live in small, isolated

. aend ¥UT

'year' round (wea/ﬂ;r permitting) by light aircraft (Labrador

coastal ferry service (run by CN Marine)

i

*Airways), and Zy

during the s ipping season, which is between late June and

. ' . - Othober. / C A -
| v

. ‘) -~ the head 'of-Hamilton Inlet;'where a‘considerahle aﬁount of

market gardening takes place ;n the two’ hot, dry months of

'O

ve out temporarily to summer qharters in Grosswater B&*,

vViw Launentian Shield, and*lies on the/northeastern edge of the .

scarcely populated, especiallj since more than two-thirds of

the people live in the "three -urban centres of Wabush-,

Acommunities along tge coast, communities whibh aré reached .

Thegsémmer,season'is short and intense,‘iespecially “at .

" igf berry picking, which is carried out on their return, :

g = !




and Hamilton Ihlet.w once the ‘ice forms solidly across the T F;

..

c%§most sortseis curtailed. s T i ,,"7u'. “A%‘ B o ;ffq}

during late summer’ and early fall., The weather is usually’

-y e

warm and dry in April, when the‘Settlers hunt seals on the ~ ' .7

“old winter,ice in faké ‘Melville 'and Hamifton Inlet. 1In sum- -

mer, peOple travel by boat, because most of tié settlements
and the camps from which people hunt, fish and trap are

situated along the shore. The waterways serve - as highways S Qy
‘ x £, 5

in'both summer , and winter. - ' [

,

r . / i

Snow precedes the ice in the fall, beginning sometimes L

~% - g A

-

in September. but it usually arrives in earnest, heralded by

» —

the arrival of snow buntings, in October.. During the - years . ';;?

of the fur tradeu tfappers would set out for their traplines . =',{j
Wkl R A -
by canoe/during this part of the year, and hunting and trap- - 7

ping still take th:e inland during the fall and winter. _ rnllgn

e

,.-‘\_

Ve ' . 3
Most/North Westhiver- ettlers have the use - of a,Jcabin ' e

situated along dhe of the rivers or 1akes. Ice forms over . ,‘Tif

6
. .

- the small lakes in’October, and is formed and broken by '

storms .several times jthroughout November in Lake Melville g fwf

main stretches 'of water, then transportation is by snowmo- P

bile,.snowshoes“and skiis. However, there is alwvays' a tedi-‘

k\..‘

-

ous, wait while freeze—up and break—up, the transitions from _
2 RS Pk
.land and water to snow and ice, take fﬂace and travel ﬁof; ‘ :

+ ~"-
\":v.).

.
‘ “ - . .. . . - i =% %
o~ " P ) 4 . . :
e . a8 e & .
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:'1983 to. carry out fieldwork on the present thesis.

~

‘ I‘became interested, ih Labrador at'the end of my high

‘school gareer, when I ’bhose to. spend a year working as a

) volunteer for the Int national Grenfell Association bafore

. (,_oontrnuing with my education. The experiences of my first . °

4

yeagkin Labrador and Newfoundland, in 1974—75, convinced me

that I . wanted” t to study anthropology. X returned for a

further six months of,voluntary work in 1976-77, and, .£51-~

lowing this,‘ spent *the e¥\fer of . 1979 in Ndrth West River'
h

“Carrying out field researc

dissertation.4 These brief’ visits served to<-give me anl

. appreciation of the pace of change and its effects on the-
'lives of the North West River inhabitants, and" I returned inl’i

e . e

UM

‘}complex ‘and radical changes in its economic, political and .:

‘social‘past; ﬁeople were (and are, still) attracted to the 1

community for a- variety of reasons, and Indian, Inuit,
FrenJh, English, Scottish, and )Newfoundland éncestry are

represented in different families.\ Some Settlers came as

e..‘pioneers, some as trappers and others as administrators andl
professional workers in various service industries (such as~g

1-teaching and nursing) However, despite the many different'

‘.’.‘

"reatons for being in North West River,‘affiliation to theﬁ.“
‘ community is strong, as is. family identity. ' Through my 0y
'y field research, then, I intended. to eramine not only how theyh

history of the community and its present problems affect'

s an undergraduate honours

The North West River Settler population has experienced'-n




£4 e ‘ Ly ¢ ‘ .‘.\r‘.r, 3 1«1§§t‘ ‘,.. R A ‘!Enm : 5
o L ; 5]
x\;u? : 4 ‘
: \Indian/Settler relations, but also what part individual fam— E
2L - ily histories had played in the  formation of contemporary x
' perceptions qﬁ Indian/Settler rfelations which ate held by '.1;;
g - .; Settlers in the community. 3} _ .
T 4 N J « - " & * i
. -l

R My oniginal hypotheses were: 1) -that Settlers were - not

; ih“ unanimous in their perceptions of Indian/Settler relations;
mgqs. o L 2) that the diverse perceptions that Settlers held “of Indi-
.\;%éé _=_. ans * and - Indian/Settler relations were the result of ‘the

diverse:historical experiences of the community; and 3) that

( "’ : these~ could be. traced by examining individual and family

L »histories in the community. v

©

. ’ On my first trips to the community my purposes had beenx
. ' ’ Coy e
' ¢ employment at thé hospital or children s home. The experi--

;;':;',j: & ‘L-ence of arriving in the community in‘9fder to do 'fieldwork' ,
%:vty""f"j‘g "”daunted me.{ o could not, at fi{st, begin to conceive of howu “ i

. was to achieve the collection of data that I. needed for my_’

éij-; :' . 'Z.research during this visii. and yet I needed to construct an' . g
e - iti“e‘-'“Y and, Plan my days. In order’ to. do this;~I. had— to
;ffgt '-<:Q.e.examine the meaning of being an anthropologist who was ‘;{fgi

:.t~ ,gtquing a. ‘community. . My opportunity came thr h ag over- ;1: [ﬁﬁ%
ﬁfﬁ-“' . s, o 'sight of which I was guilty. ' ’ 'j "5bq\"5:; w oo ; ;{{
if% lwi -». . ! s ) TS ; ‘; _ o B .A :ﬂ%
f“:.‘.°s‘ i 'After I had been dn the community for a few . daye, the "5‘3
ks ; 1~'mayor of the town, asked to see me. she wanted to hnow . il
EQTQ-,_“ - - Whether I had obtained the consent -of the Eown council fandﬂ L
ey : the community in order > progegd _\With my Btudy In my "

r~v‘...“. . . N / - o Y




embarrassment'at\notlhaving.arranged:to see. her ~sooner, I
agreed to_ w;iter about my project in the town council's
newsletter, which was'distributed to all members of the com-
munity. This I did,5_and-was duite astonished to hear about
mysels during a televised news bulletin the following week.,

Soon after this, a  reporter from the local radio network

‘arrived to interview me about my fieldwork. I was,no‘longer

hesitant about studying the - community ~ after- these

‘ encounters, nor-were the community members.-hesitant about my

| Indian community of Sheshatshit, and~welcomed a researcher

presence)in'their community - I was their anthropologist and

a local celebrity! People were not particularly concerned
about the exact nature’ of my research ; ‘they understood_
’ mainly that'I'was'collecting stories of Indians, but _they

'had noticed the presence of researchers in the neighbouring

’ ‘who was showing interest, instead, in their community. e W,

Y

v .

vation and interviewing in order.to gather information, and

had intended to stnucture _the data collection around indivi-"

dual life histories and extended casé studies.6 I had wanteg

+0 become acquainted wrth as many peOple as possible at an
| early stage in my fieldwork, 80 that I would have a large".
<selection of informants from which to draw candidates Cfor ..
life history studies, anP be able to complete seVeral his—A
tories within the span’ of my stay..ﬁ However, although i S

xestablished several key informants and muny more general

I used the two fieldwork methods of participant obser-‘




TR

.
i

.-Ii realised that collecting life histories would not 1ead me .».

informants, I did not collect life higtories. My aim ‘to
'become acquainted with as many people as possible in the

r

early stages of my fieldwork led me to begin by collecting

genealogies. Most members of tﬁe community have\alkeen'

interest in their ancestry and in- the\region 8 history, and

I found that, by asking to be told about\their family trees,

I made the acquaintance of -a large~number~of the residents.

I~ needed no ‘more. of an introduction than the explanation

that someone 8 niece or nephew, cousin or grandchild, had

.sent me ,for further information on the community's 'family
'tree.'7 Interviews -ahout ancestry sdon’ 3eveloped into

extended chats about the 'old days, and the oldtimers who.

populated them. As my familiarity with the community grew,

to anfunderstanding of variations in perceptions any more-

efficiently than did analysing the shifts from one percep—

tion to another in the course of conversations and other'

‘sociaI_Interactions. S -
. P 9 . ‘ . ) " * - .<_"

» \

The*extended case”method proved Eo be more useful as a

strategy for' shaping my data collection, and the. seasonal"

Y

activities associated with Christmas and the New - Year \pro- _ 5‘
vided me with some suitably apt and isolated illustrations':jt
(Gluckman 1965:235).; There were two large community gather—~;t
ings, .and several smaller and more private affairs, all of fs;
,A which gave rise to speculatiVe gossip and the airing ofiidhifv

2
4

; thﬂipns about changes in the community, and relations with}ﬁj, ;ﬂ:f




—

of a- bridge, the closing of the hospital, the formation of

teams for winter sports, discussions about the newly opened

r ) Lion's Club, the growth of ‘the ne(:ly established youth'

group, and the progress of the men's and women's Darts
Leagues offered plenty of " opportunities both to become '
involved in‘.communityectivities and to study geix_eg:al 'an'.d

‘pervasive.phenomen\a\in the community's social str_ucture.

y _ I spent five months in North West River, £from the end.'\

N - of September until the following spring, during which time I

met and made excellent friends and informants in the town. '

o . ) \\/ . -
S

;\\' o the members of the community and I were fam:l.liat with each-;

-with a notebook and pencil. _

:;\.\‘."" . tions. Initially, 1 asked to be told stories amrapping

. . - 5 b’
&Y ¢ b e .- . - N -

”\_/ * the’ comniunity of Sheshatshit. In addition, the construction-l

g dia not attempt to interbiew people formally until I had .
been in the coxmnunity ‘for three months, by which time both, >

\; other, and I had been able to absorb a 1ot of’general infor--' "
3 ALy ‘ 'm&tion about the people and their community. 'l‘his meant?"'

the significance "of statements, jokes and the more subtle',. 5
_' ways that the people had of communicating " their- ideas and

- | . thoughts. I asked in advance whether I could use a tape K

‘mission to do so was mnot. g:anted, I conducted the intetviews '

. The subgect matter of each interview .was as mucb at the{

N that, during interviews, I was able to. be perceptive about-.‘,‘ J

"’~vrecorder when conducting a formal interview, but when per— N

.'discretion f’- the interviewee\ as it vas shaped by quea- - A2




v houeehold, but i.f I requested an interview, I wae referred'

x :_ _ahip and tolerancel

Ay B
.5t e ]
Lw

[ R

and about Indians. I aleo aaked people what they felt about

the changea taking place in their community, but invariably,
the content of the interview el:/aped itself around the things
that most appealed to the inte viewees for diecussion and

~ ) .

comment. - o , ’

-Much of my data came from observing and participating

\ in fc'onmiunity activities, .and, “as ie..usual'ly the case, I’

\ . ® 2 . ) . '
‘gairied some interesting insights about qu\th West _River

U7

% Unfortunately, when I turned up and greeted the.informant
from whom I had received this piece aof information, ‘ I wae_.
i dismayed to find myeelf the only woman in the company of'_
.,':eerioue male dart—playere.t They courteouely entertained me‘
.on that first evening, but firmly told me that, .in future,-
""l‘uesday darte nighte were a strictly male affair.ﬂt‘ 1ater',j:
-.joined the women'e Darte League, where I was responsible for;

: causing my team to: come se}cond when it had previously been ;

/ 1

" % '_first. I thank those very gracious women for their friend- B

-

'I‘hie diviaion of recreational ' activitiee reflected a i Y

' deeper divieion of social activitiee, and b | found that dur--"

\

: eociety by inadvertently overetepping the. unwritten laws of
'the community. For example, onmy- first .evening I asked.:
[ what wae going to be happening in the comﬁ\%ty, and I 'was
,‘told that it was 'darts night'\at the .local 'Lion's Club.

.ing my vieite, I would be entertained by the women in the
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to the men. Hence, much of the deta I. collected”’( informally 4
‘was associated- -with women and their soc’iel Activities, but ;
much of the formal collection of data was provided by men.
'.l‘he. .nature of‘ the two kinds of information ie, ‘of course, ° |
quite different. The 'natur'e of the infofmelly gethere'd
information provided insight into the private lives of the'
v women I visited, whereas the formal interview material fuc- . .
nisgge me w:.th information that’ the interviewees wished to .
impart to me about activities in the public spheres of trep— e {';5‘
ping, and other sxﬁ‘x economic concerns. _‘N‘everthel..ess', ~I.wm I ‘_;;13
pr'i?sent' at many public and private | social ’ af’fcirs' which . | 5
involved both mele and female participants, and on many ofi .
‘the interviews,. the women maed comments | and counter-'_'_'
arguments in the" background,. which I wes eble to record. o
| '-Trapping culture was eesentielly mele, ,however,*and elthough

. _":‘women played a significant part in the econoxny, it was 861'.'

c | PR dom in Ehe public sphere of activities, 'in which the men' _
PRI operated. '.l‘he fact that }luch of data revolves around the
men 8 perceptions of their activities has meant that many of e

the perceptions ‘that’ are analysed represent male activitiee,..g
' .such as’ trepping, tather then female a.ctivities, ‘ such_,es:"
: » cra_ﬁtewomen,.-horticul_tural ilst and‘.trapper 'fs' ivife o

 w,, v PE e Likewise, .1 distreesed my l.andlady by leer ing handi- ‘

;_:_.;“:K _, e 0 'crafts on Sundays ‘and spending the rest of:’~ th " week vieit-
P ‘.'ing, when, for all of her life, the activities ’ad'éeen con-."”‘

ducted in the reverse order. It just did no‘ d° t° sev. 2,
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\

) visitors, and hedged my calla 3

/:s.'x. -~ - \&‘

Sunday, because Sunday was for visiting. ! éunday has. always

been a day of reet, and, in Labrador, the

Settlers £111 these days with activities they would not .oth-

regarded as

erwise ,have _ time | for. 1 explained that,

ransl ated to mean 'work', i:‘whereafs sewing was ‘kp/astime that

I\ | enjoyed.

N

But people did not éunder'etand this. 'I

discovered tt\rat community members to L/

|

unable to equate my visiting with work or serious activity,

and this flavoured the nature - of the information which I

u._-

received from them. Until ‘they were used t#my vioits, they

L

encouragedme to call when they were watching 'the. 'soap

operas, ‘ which seemed apprbpriate entertainment for social

_-(or» were ~embarraaeed) when

theyl were occupied with household chores. = &

North West River Settlers have a European cultural

N

from severe 'culture shock.‘ Instead,

with

therefore, o suffer

began tmrecogni‘ee the complex nature of a. culture

which I had thought I was familiar. For 1nstance, the faot

that my hosts were perturbecf by my insistence upon engaging

‘ in activities which were obviously inappropriate to my age

end statua, given the time of day and day of the week in

for me, visiting

om I paid vieits were

X

ancestry; consequently, I wae already famil iar’ with at least )

= . . Y X
: some aspects of the community I lifeetyle. ;I ‘did not,

which l‘. co\:iucted them, 1ed me to realise that I was also :

uncomfortable with the 'unwork-like'.

the communi ty, -

—

4

and that visiting pal]_ed nnless I got some e yohe

v e wnd

aspects of my etay in o




substantial inforniation from it. Their per turbation also

T led me to realise how. fine is the line which divides work!

from 'play, and that, in fact, as the dividefa of work from

; " play, timef and place are as significant as ‘are the activi- s"
€ = ties themselves. §I also became aware of the "i'nviaible' ) %
side .of the community's: family tree and ‘the Settlers' .

" interest in it. What seemed supetficially to be an interest .
, in ancestry was also an obsession with the poaaibility of

»

e . ' ‘ relationships which community members. consider to be inces-

tuous, and which become almost unavoidabl'e in a small, iso-

lated conimqnity. My geneaf]:ogical data will never be com-
‘plete 'becau'se of the many sensitive and 'unknown' ateas of

‘information in the community family tree.
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a : ' I'd

: Lydia Campbell- 'Sketches of Labrador Life* The Evening
- 1894,. reprodu.ced by Them. Days Publ ication

' 1989:24 (see below)

2. Happy Valley—Goose Bay, Mud. Lake, Sheshatshitgx‘r and

North West Rivez. L

3'.. Settlers are the European inhabitants of Scottish, '
English and French origin, who came to Labradofrand '
married Inuit and, occasionally, - Indians .during the

coloniéation of Eastérn -Canada.

4. Evelyn Mary Plaice- "rhie Land is Hy Land -

Settlers. in - Central Labrador,' u’npublishei honours :

e dissertation, oxford Polytechnic 1980.
5, I described my prog ect as follows:

Nin ' Ume
Ntassi: Conflict .Over Land Between Indians- and

¢

My interest . lies in the development of. . relations
between . the people of North West River- ahd the people:
of - Sheshatshiu, and in what people think about the
relationship between themselves and the Montagnais

Indians, I am particularly interested in finding out .

whether this relationship changes with time, and what

causes the change. To do this, I am -asking people, .
about the old days, about storieg ‘and incidents which’ -
happened in the past, whether they 'remember their deal~

~

~ ings  with the Indians, and what these were like. I am

-also ;£inding out about the things which: make the -two
commuriities -different today, and how people feel about

~these differences (Newsletter of the . Town .Council of

North West Ri.ver, December 2, 1983). 4 i,

. %. Gluckman describea this method as the extended research ‘
of "apt and 'isolated illustrations" to help explain.

more general and pervasive phenomena, in Max': Gluckman:

and Ritual in Tribal Sm.e.tx (Chicago.. :

~Politica, Law’
, Aldine Publishing Company) 1965, p. -235.
7. As will be seen later, most North West Rive{r

inhabi-

L . _ tants "~ ‘can’ trace their ancestry back to one or two of

"~ the few pioneer families.
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-Chapter One- -
¥ INTRODUCTION ™

* & %

The three points I wish to .make in the following

.~analysis are: 1) that ethnic identity is self-rérerential.

. 2) that changing social environments cause a fragmentation‘

‘ of social identity,'and 3) that, given ‘the fragmented na}ure_

of social identity, ethnicity becomes a resource to be mani-

L]

pulated in the creation and communication of social identi-'

. T ow . i 8 ~

ties. k

N

The thesis falls into two sections. chapters in the
first section give a detailed appraisal of the historical,

economic and°political develOpment of North Wesat River and

second section explore contemporar

_of the Lake Melville region ingieneral._ Chapters in the

social interaction among

North West - Riverv Settlers, revealing the complex array of

‘perceptions arising from the . Settlers' past' erperiencee»

’

The* present chapter servgg as an introduction to the commun-

ity of North West River and the particular ethnic situation

'

: of this community in- relation to other communities in Lahra—

dor.' It includes a survey of the literature. available on

*central Labrador and sets out the theoretical approach used
inthistheeis... ' A




Co " Until recently. North West River, Labrador, was a _sin-
gle municipality bisected by a river and composed of 459,
i‘ A ' Settlers<\n the- north bank and 500 Indians on ' the south
' bank.‘In 1979 the Indiqn side was - formed into an administra- .
’ - \ ‘tively separate unit. The physical division of the settle— S
~ment is paralleled .by the maintenance of distinct ethnic LRI 3
. identities. . Throughout the 28 -years since 1961,' when
government first encouraged the settlement of . the Indians at
"North West River, the two groups have remained separate. ,
. 4 Vbry little‘ social integration or interaction has taken -??/1
place, and there have been few incidents of combined. activi-v
ties of any kind. "Each group runs its own co unity hall,
church and séhool, although a few facilities- uch “as the
Hudson's Bay Company store and the International Grenfell s

zAssociation hospital, both on the north bank, are shared. ",- ,

. In 1742 Louis Fornel, an“ndependent trader from Que—
; bec, established the first trading post ‘at the site -of the -
present day North West River. The establishment of Fornel' A
post initiated a trend in which sojourning traders and
pioneers, Frenchmen from Quebec and British: .seamen,‘ began,
. N appearing \in the Inlet, some. of whom marri& rnuit, and sub-
| » sequently settled in the region. In 1836 the Hudson's Bay
. ' COmpany began operations at North West River.- The fur trade
}l h T grew, and North West River became the regional centre by. the

turn of the century. Revillon Freres opened a poet in 19&1 I

. .ox 4
3 ' J‘\ ‘on the south bank, primarily to . serve the Indians, "and ‘the

z X . £y v i Y el
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International Grenfell Association opened a hospital on the

north bank in 1916.

+ Incursion into tﬁe Indians' hunting territory increased :
as trapping by}SettlerS*expanded, and by the 192Qs Settlers''
traplines had filled the valleysvﬂhd spread onto the 'Height
of . Land'

-

This area had never been trapped before, and had -

previously been regarded as exclusively Indian hunting land.

This encroachment contributed to' starvation amongst the

qbdians, leading to their increased depéndence upon trips to' :

the

‘time

Newfoundland's jurisdiction over

the 1

under

expressed anger at the free reign allowed the . Indians with
_regard gp hunting because they were not covered by Newfound—'
-\land wildlife regulations. L ERr R

trading posts to. ‘receive government relief. At this3

the Labrador—Quebec’boundary-was,'in 'dispute, as ~was‘

nterior.' The .Settler population, which fell squarely -
the Tﬁrisdiction of the Newfoundland Governmentr

-

great 'deal of friction arises from the fact that
r® Indian visitors are.Canadian subjects and also’

.the - boundary line between Canada - and

.was followed by the depression of -the 1930s8. Prices ere

Newfoundland-Labrador has never been settled.’
.Hence the Indians can do with impunity, right’
_alongside the Labrador man,: what the latter-is -

liable to be severely fined for (Paddon 1920:109).

The height of ,the fur trade, which”came in‘ the 192bs, .

"a

the Indian‘bands'rogming

L]

“affected negatively, causing a rapid decline in fur” “trading,

' and many of the,Settlers sought alternative means or obtain=

.ing a lixi:g. Goose Bay Airbase, when it was constructed in




<
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\ R -

.the early i94ds, offered this alternative. Many Settlers |

|

were attracted to the wage labour economy, and the *militarv
ope;;tions of Goose Bay have provided a significant amount
of employment since World War/II. However, from the begin—
ning of the 197Bs the military has been withdrawing from the
ereu, causing unemployment. North West River continued to '
house the IGA hospital and the many administrative functionsf
and services spawned by it, which were the major source of
employment for the community after the decline of trapping.

The hospital 'has" since closed,_ transferring hospital and'

.other services once offered in ‘North West River to the mil i-

~—

-tary hospital premises in Goose Bay, and North West River. is

presently facing severely increased unemployment.

The narrows at North West River were, for several cen-

‘ turies, .an Indian summer camp, which grew in significance

as trading posts and other services became available.' Indi-.

ansg - were not attracted to wage 1abour, even when the. con- -

'struction of houses by the government started in 1961, - and

the Indians' subsequent sedentarisation resulted in a severe-
&

grestriction of” hunting,activities. Growing political aware-
. nhess egongst~1ndian groups in.Canada during the 196@s led to
' thanges in policv concerning Indian rights. The/concept of

;aborigidll rights was. re~examined, and land claims ‘based on

!

7aborigina1 occupancy were acknowledged. Concern with native )

-rights and identity became orgenised in this province with

the founding of the Native Association of Newfoundland " and

\
i
i




r

Babridor iNAhL) in 1973. Thia group subseguently split;into |
separate organisations which'represented the'three'different‘
native groups in the province. The Naskapi—hontagnais Innu '
Assoc:Xtion (NMIA) was formed in 1975 ‘Their land claim was

s !

recognised soon after this and has been under research..

3 consonance with their heightened political auareness, “the

Indians separated from North West River and their community

became known aL Sheshatshit in 1979.
" A

Ethnic relatidﬁs within North West River "stand in'

marked contrast to those in the Inuit communities on the4~

'Labrador coast to the north. The boundary between Inuit and

Settler identities‘is’/;_some extent ambiguous, as is shown
recently by'thé Labrador ‘Inuit Association;s decisionf‘to'
include Settlers "in the LIA  and as beneficiaries in any
.future land claim settlement.2 Historically, all Settlers

. had a. higher level of interaction.with Inuit,-with whom-they1
_shared a littoral adaptation, than with Indians. The latter !
remained\\\nland ‘fof "most of the year, coming out to the

coast - only for short periods to trade.. Indian/Inuit ‘rela-

.tions have always been marked by avoidance. Thisxmakeslthe
.North West River Settlers' position an interesting ’one:
their pqet affiliation' with . Inuit is similar to that in -

other northern Labrador communities, but their more recent

affiliation with Indians and with trappfng has left them out.
o

" of LIA organisation.3 Nor are thqy included in the land‘
' claim negotiations of the NMIA, and North West River has:‘:'




’ :dies which are primarily interested in the effects of Euro—y-f'h
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flong-since lost itsfnative status. However, ‘there is grow—

‘ing interest in a newly formed Metis Rssociation.

e

hoe

There are several types of data available which’ are

pertinent to my study. Primary sources.of historical data

'.covering North West River/Sheshatshit include government

documents .on the boundary dispute in the 19205, Intérna-

o tional Grenfell Association records and publications,4 and,
_ Hudson 8 Bay Company records and documentsf Secondary:

,'sources of data include both academic studies ‘and memoirs.

[

"Vaino - Tanner (1944) refers to Ndrth West River in ‘a’

comprehensive account of Labrador towafds the end of. the fur

'trade.{' He predicted that Indians would acculturate to the
Settlers' environmental adaptation, which he saw . as much .

jmore successful. Hore recently, Zimmerly (1975) has examined :

the’ change from subsistence to cash.-economyw in central

Labrad r as it affeg%ed Settlers.

?

Other academic studies of North West River consentrate

on the Hontagnais Innu population. Speck's (1935 an 2 42)-j

" work on. the distribution of Montagnais-uaskapi bands in the .
.habrador interior includes the Innu of North West River, as
- do€a Leacock's (1954 3!955 and 1969) . writing on’ band struc—,".
ture and the effects of the- fur trade on band organisation."‘l

'These studies of Innu band life complement more recent stu-'i~




' 'Settl ers. .

| pean influence on traditional hunting lifestylea;' HcGee_ a

(1961) examinea conditions amongst the Indiane juat prior to

and around eedentarieation, and Adrian Tanner's work (1977).

_on Indian land use- ‘and occupancy for the land claims pro-

ject, includes some statements on m attitudes J-towarde;-'

Y

Elliott uerrick (1933) and Elizabeth Goudie (1973).
their memoirs,‘ offer interesting accounte of the trapping

way of life during the fur trade periodP referring occasion—‘

. ally . to Indians and to the encountere between them and thelo

Settlers in Ehe interior. Then Daxa magazine alsq hae col-fi
lected numerous stories of the past which‘further,illuetrate_
the;Settler trapping/fifestyle. AR ) S

-

So far there hae been no substantial study 'of the

,Settler population, nor a study of the peculiar ethnic posi-.
htion of the Settlere in North West River. .

SN i

fndian/white relations have seldom been approached

‘through .thz/ eyes and minde of .the non-Indian participants,_.
'ras ie the i tent of this thesie. In thie analyeia,-'lndiane

are considered only peripherally ae anything more than a-

'black box', whereas the Settlers' perceptions of Indianef"
' are used .a8 a window through which to wiew the developmento

:of Settler identity and eocial ,character. "The. eelf-

Jreflective nature of ethnic identity stems from the tact
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that perceptions of ethnic identity are pased _upon the
.recognition of differences between self and other. #In.

: expre sing perceptions of Indians,_ Settlers are exploring
| ; and communicating these differences in a social arena. g v ‘
a?-': §<. ﬁ' ’follows, then, that Settler perceptions of . Indians say 3as W 5’}
* I | “vmuch about Settlers' perceptions of themselves a"they do - s
'about Indians. Thus, an examination of the process of boun-

dary maintenance becomes the starting point for an explora—
'tion of internal structure.,x Lk o . g v_.’L;f
’ The development of internal.structure does not,occur in
4 isolation from a wider social setting, and therefore, this
study also adms to examine the effects that external influ~
ence have -on the shaping of the Indian/Settler boundary., An .
T analogy suggested by paleomagnetism, a phenomenon encoune
_tered in geology, illustrates ‘the kaleidescopic effect that ,}
~duch influences have on the development of internal social
‘strugture. Paleomagnetism de?cribes the retention of magne-;
o tism in rock. The position of any rock in relation ‘to the.
g o magnetic pole changes throughout its history, during which
- time it is also subject to-. pressure and heat. The com—
ponents of the rock take on magnetic alignments when they
are in a suitable state of flux produced from the heat and
A | & pressure. Une piece of rock can acquire several magnetic
;Eﬂf“'f : “~* alignments over time. each resulting fran differentsfplign-
mnnts with the magnetic pole. It is as if the rock were a -

piece of blotting paper taking up impressions from its sur- u;



:oundings oefore being moved and aosorbing diftetent impree—
sions in. its new position which then ‘become superimposed
over -the older - impressions. The same principle can be
applled to the ‘bricolage' of Settler perceptiona ‘of Indi-
ans, where external alignments influence internal atruc-

tures, thue forming a 'eocio~magnetiem.'5

Influences f:om outside' the Settler :community heve
acted very much as magnetic pulle on the perceptione oﬁ
Settlere, and’ each change in externel influence hae resulted
in ‘an absorption ‘of correeponding valuee which are then
reflected in a variety of perceptione. Any given perception
may be comprised of nume:ous influencee, since the community
- is in a constant‘state of flux. Contemporary influencee ere
like magnetic fields, pulling the fragmente of ‘the community‘
into an alignment which previoue alignments reeiet. In _the
community at. any given ‘time, there is a et:uggle between old
alignmente and new, with many of the old alignmente them—;
_selves _being equally polarised. - It is within this continu-'
_oue state of £lux that new. alignments are formed, using or
3 rejecting old structurea, and the volatile nature of change-_
'provides social actors with the pbesibility of a multipie

o - . s ]
number of roles. ; : L -

This theéie,lthen, is a etudy of Doth‘ ethnic boundatyi
’ meintenance and social etruoture within one ethnic group in

a community. It is concerned with. the parct played by“‘

social, economic .and . political changee expe:ienced by
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Settlers in the'develonment' and fragmentation of Settler
| ethnic identity ' The survey of literature on ethnicity
given below attempts to place this study within jfhe spectrum
of studies on ethnicity, . and makes ciear the tangential
poeition of the theais with regard to other theories of eth-

- : nic interaction.

’ ¥

" ‘Tne field of ethnic studies cdvere -many ‘aspects'_of’
ﬁ;,:\‘ = ' group"reittiOna and identity management, including studies
o ' concerning group. members versus’ outsiders, ‘ political
managere of group identity and bgnndary maintenance between

= ., - different groups, As a field\of study, it has been - criti--’

' 'cised for its lack of theoretical direction; Van den Berghe' '

attributgg.this3to’the ubiquityﬁof,the phenomenon of ethni-
city:‘ ‘It'ie.atiil premature;to-speah of a 'theory of plur-
alism‘. (which inciudee ethnicity in Van den Berghe's. defini-
‘tion), and indeed it ie doubtfui that any such distinct body
- of theory will ever. emerge, for pluralism is nothing more
than a eet of . basic characteristice common to a great number

. of the world'e eocieties' (1973:961). Sk r E Tf

' °~nowever. Andereon and Friderea (1981) have attempted to -

ly‘give a eummary of approaches to ethnicity. They discern two

»baeicY peregectiyea:‘ firetly, conflict; ) andv eecondly,
exchange and symbiosia. , Either of theee perspectivee can
I heve a peychological:.or e eocio—structura1‘ orientatibn,.,A

Ni g O .
" . - . {
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Whilst most studies exhibit a bias towards one ror more of
these approaches, no study uses one - 8ingle perspective to

the exclusion ot all others.

De Vos (1975:6) sees "conflict as a normal or chronic

condition 'in plurelisticd society . and he believes th&t

theories should taker'this into conaideration. Bonacich "y

(1972)"use ~the concept of 'antagonism' to‘embrace all lev-

els of . conflict from overt behaviour,“féuch as ‘riots, to

'discr minatory institutional arrengements. She deacribea~a"

situation of a ﬂsplit labour market® where an immigrant .

population . prqvides cheap labour which undercuts /local

‘labour costs, causing a division in labour along “ethnic

lines. This phenomenon is used by Bonacich to form a model

ot conflict based on the coincidence of ethnicity and clasa.

A4

Teal and Bai (l981f criticise Bonacich for not exnandQ

-ing the correlation between class and ethnicity~furtner.

For thep ethnicity becomes subsumed into the class conflict:

"Neither social class nor ethnic '§roup formation can be

analysed primarily by referring to ethnicity. ‘Bather, -what'

is required is an understanding of the underlying relations
of production' (1981:162). However, conflict can arise also
~from matters other than class or. economic differencee (aee

.Anderson and Frideres, 1981). -
o

De Vos believes that no analysis is complete without La

‘psychological . approach: “One cannot"fully‘underatcnd the
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‘ force of ethnicity without .examining ip some detail its

e influence on the personality of minority group members.~ it T
cEom T is ingsufficiént to examine ethnic group beéhaviour directly .

‘;‘ " only from the vantage point of social structure or social .

g, o . process'.(1975 8) ‘ Braroe 8 (1975) gtudy of relations on a' “;g
'%1;:.“3 - prairie Indian reserve-. takes a strongly psychological '
approach towards a situation of conflict. He begins with L s

! 3 W S

‘;"g; " .Goffman's - (195Q) concept of the self as being sacred, and . ;5

his'analysis pivots around- the profanation -of “the AIndiaﬂk
self which occurs as a result of Indian/white’relations;
‘ ~ Braroe states that "A self is the outcome of communiCation
fl i in sociaf'interaction' (1975:81;'and he argues that "respect
: Ceee iB necessarily a component of every.social interaction'
' (1975233). . But Indiahs do not receive such respect in their
'interactions with whites, which leads ' to withdrawal on the
Indians’ partm. Lithman (1978) discudses this point in his

~analysis of why Indians prefer to remain in- poverty on . . \
reserves rather than move into white communities. " o ..;B
T Inglis (197n), Carstens’ (1971), ‘and stymeist (1575) ok

have examined the effects of goVernment policies on
Indian/white relations, an anelysis which reflects a soclo-
structural perspective.v The argument put forward by Inglis;e. 7{f
in. his analysis of the relationship between the Indiah agent
. and the « Indian elite in a reserve community is that the,

' study of an Indian band don not lead to an undérstand:?g of

‘traditional: Indian society, because the band is artifi ielly' ]
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' created and maintained by the government. ‘Al though this ‘ A?‘f

" fact is often recognised in studieg' Inglis argues that many
> of the latter still attempt to analyse the ‘situation  as - if , Rﬂf
the effects of goiernment intervention vere not present, and' , ffi
, he suggests that more can be 1earned about Indian band li?e‘ | .'i
FY s % . if ' the effects of government actions and policies sre seen 17nii
- as central.a Carstens disc#gses the influence ‘of - chtnging “.' :
;:f‘z~ . governmental pOlicy, on Ipdian band life and coins the term ;Wihzﬁfi
'>\\{$; & 'adminisgrative determinism' “to describe- it. . Stymsist‘ L
- ' work begins by considering various attitudes held by whites ,I_;
27. - in Crow Lake. he rejects these © as being . insufficient ta
efplain the social-isolation:experienced by the Indians in .
- contrast to other ethnic groups of the community. “He con- - Jf;

-cludes that it is the white groups' reliance on thé adminis- 15_4

|\r‘
e, ?

tration of government *afd' which keeps the Indiany as
pariah group. These studies show the necessity of under-.
standing the relevance of government action, government pol- t-‘

icies, and administrative Jtructures “in the life of a small :
community. ' : , - ’. ,’-‘ ' &

4

~A1l approaches discussed above have some relevance to .. ;"T%

the situation in North West River-sheshatshit. Social con- {;

i\ B flict appears on many levels in relations bstw;en Indians ‘ i}f

? ' and Settlers of{ North West River-éheshatshit, and is the tod

, / » result of " both historical and contemporary;’ differences., b{-.:
\f.j ' Bonacich's concept of _antagonism applies to this situation F ; fi

. because the interactions of ‘the Ipdians and Bettlers 'range %
‘./\

» . .
. .. " . ¥ . ixs
Vox o i . 2| . ; v % 5 N
< s ¢ s
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. / from OVert to implicit con ict.'

1§g_ = “ ' model of conflict in a split labour marke; can ‘algo be «Li“?ff
‘if;; o . ' applied to North West River-sheshatshit where wage'labour S ? f
oy has been almost exclusively carried out‘by Settlers. ,-gé f ~ \
- | ever, with the loss of the hos;ital as- the maj05,emplo‘ Q\: i
o ‘ there is. no longer a significant division in labour betweenméfwgiif
ﬁi};\_‘ : ~ ; Indians and Settlers within the two :ommunities (although a‘lf?\f\fa
.*} % =S .. Eew Settlers commute to 'work in ‘Happy Valley-Goose Bay,‘ L
P e whereas tndians do mot). T S YL o
?ﬁi:..‘ gu : ?:_.‘\As Anderson -and Frideres suggest, conflict 18, pot.« L
ﬁff};f? S caused ,solely by differences in economic opportuaity,s.
j“' . h " although this is often present.:‘nraroe .8 descriptfon of tha'tif-_
‘“?;ﬁi- }.'ff denigration of the Indian self throughhtheir relations withb-‘:.‘c
!.g ‘Aii"{f‘f whites, and Lithmanfs discussion of the Indian prefdrence;‘ - :
. i~fdr. living on reserves, also help to"ekﬁlain_the dism?nceizi-tii;
| maintained in everyday transactions in North West iver- ffég
;i _ , Sheshatshit.. o oL f P N : f'iff
?ih: \DT\; * Eihally, the effects of godernment policies are. felt no" S :i
";.;7 o . 1ess ‘in North West - River/Sheshatshi;. than elsewhere, as the_ oo
f' . decision to close . the hospitah\shows. Funding to the Labra— ( ::§
g' iv'§ .' dor commuhities is controlled by policy, and its flexibility f'{} L

is\also restricted by administration.' Now that North Westfr .“

River is . separate from Sheshatshit, diffbrent funding pro~; - LET
grammes apply to each administrative unit. Ie is essential-:i ‘ﬂ.f
T?\\ to~ be aware of the effects of policies and. administration'

for an understanding.of these communities.
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'G'{*\\¥;§\* ‘ Lithman and Braroe deal direetly with the’ Indian per- A
_ "
°t1V° when analysing Iesponses to interaction in O
s ey Vs w ¥ 0 1 R
. - " Indian/white relatigns. Inglis and Carstens examine the

\

. effecC% ‘of government polici/s on Indian life and the -
A iresponses of Indians to: government agencies. In all cases,
gl ng % "»- the. treatment of ' whites. as groupe or individuals is peri— L
- pheral. Very few studies analyse the attitudes helc by the' -

3 o bt g, ; \

| - white groups“‘in their\interactions with“ dians. A survey

/ -,

}.-.\‘I“_.‘ .E'conducted by Pontings and Gibbins (1976)i£inds very general"

1 g , ™
.-trends in white Canadian attitudes,~ some of whicH\ e .

,linteresting._ Nevertheless, this survey Adoes not analyse

‘ J“H-perspsctives held by a single white group, but, rather, \s ‘-_.fé"
” . ‘o .

an’ appraisal of trends in general Cana'ian : society.

‘____.,,,'/

Although most studies adopt a range of";proaches, they usu- ufa,fF3

Y ow ally do 80 with reference to' the Indians' perspective. :

. i\,\ . C . - B ; E 5 3 N or
| \\ % . - . :
|

n‘OfJAII‘ﬁhélétudibs outlingg;:boéef the?one carried :out.ff -
par \1els\\the approach of my 'I) o
K ."b,thesis.p Stymeist attempts to explain In an/white relations l' -

I > -
‘ with reference to external influences, and\expiores non~ - .

: by Stymeist most closely

}Indian attitudes towarde Indians in the process., Hogever,
hStymeist's study is not self—reflective in that it'does not ‘
.-'examine how the non-Indian groups in the community perceive if\*lsz
‘ hhﬂmﬂﬂlxsa in relation to Indians. ‘Nor does he take the tf‘ ‘K;
A“Indian/white relationship as a starting-point for. further .

~*study, but makes the relationship the focus of the study. - - f
\ e e ST ST /. ' " = |




I do not guestion.that a study of ethnicity requires ;?

types of approach described above because the topic
R f requires the’ analysis of, an/interface. Bowever, this‘ thesis
‘is not solely .a study of an interface between two groups, ,‘

i ut, rather, it is a study of the meaning of ethnic and

'her differences to members of gne group in a community. w e

I
P26

'and how these meanings have, been shaped by extprnal influ-'f:
s ences to produce social identities within that group. The
' identities which are thus constructed become ethnic identi-

Aifﬂ\ j R ties when tﬁéy are constructed in relation to Indians and

S~ ._f
form the tragmentsiof a 'Settler' ethnic identity.. I aim to .

show how changing circumstances in history\not only created
'radically different econqmies at different times, but also
- changed the way the Settlers thought about themselves, in

fe ation to one another and in relation to Indians.

N .' & ' i oY _" L.

. SOcial experience for North West River Settlers” has
s 0 been fragmented by the,changing social environments of the ’

community's past, and this fragmentdtion is' represented. ‘in

which Settlers hold about themselves and. their relationship

,\;" : with ‘the Indians.;f These diverse perceptions form part of
- * .‘\the contemporary social environment of North West River in“ _
f'; ,; that different perceptions have currency in different socialf .

situations or interactions.: Perceptions are aired in con- "

\ -
"'social characters' in the Settlers' :socialv repertoire.

'”'i, . ,' ; - the present—day community by the diversity of perceptions’

Junction with spetific ~roles, giving rise to a number o£\ﬂ¥~;'




. “', :

' cal changes in the social environment of the community have’

'80cial characters' represent nodes in a’ volatile social ’f ST

envirdnment, coalescing around perceptions and i ’ntities

use the term 'social < aracter,t therefore, to describe the .f“}:g;;

—=

- selection by 'individuals oﬁ traits (or peroeptions) avail-

able and acdeptable in their particular social environment,\ f;?‘

— —————

\

rather than to describe the expression of‘individual iden—"

tity. The range\\of“ Settler social experience becomes
>

'Arepresented " by the espousal Of- different.social characters,

in a variety of situations, and social characters. in- turn, :J“ ,?ff
b;come the fluid components .of a: Sgttlgx identitn Each i{i&};
charactpr brings a “hew- set of perceptions to Settler iden-'“yi Y
tity; and the espousal of different social charactere in- fi fi;:
different social situations results in the manipulation of Qi:ﬁ?i
that identity.e Settler identity is the product of interac- f-.;‘f;,
tion between Settlers as social characters, and,\ thus, fit‘ s

represents sone aspect of this identity in all possible ‘.

S

et SO A |

' social characters 6 o e Clte el ,'-'~\‘:“,"'f. B “i;;

. ~
: .

In sum, this study concerns itself with.the development ,~ ‘;;Z

of social charactersk which represegz the various aspects of

Settler ethnic identity, in the cdmmunity qf North West ‘h”ﬁ f
River.;;alt does this by exploring Settler perceptions of N‘jgjif
Indians, and tracing the histcrical component in -"the,.f ‘QFE
develcpmenﬁ\ of these perceptions, recognising that histori— {'w'%;gl

produced the present-day lbricol e' of Settler perceptions.»
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- Two perspectives which attempt to analyge Qhe ftagmenp}fV-

tation of sociel 1dentity, and which have not so far"been;‘

applied to ethnicity,‘are Goffman's 'frame analysis' 1(1974)‘7ia1uif?

and Rapport's (1983) 'worldviews* of different 'perscnae' 1n,”x.:

one individual, both of which owe much of their theoretical.”
history to.phenomenology, linguistics and ethnomethodology.

2 » -
2 » - o "'4 ‘ .

Ethnomethodology, begun by Garfinkel in the l950's7‘and

.«based on the Wonk of Schutz and others (1974)8 ims_at

evaluating social meaning and organisation £rom the\point of

-

view of the people who form the society.g Ethnomethodolo—\“:

”:’gists postufate that people in spciety are continually mak-
lﬁing sense cf their social environment,*and assert that ihf
.forder to understand the construction of society it is neces—;“

"~3n°sary to study the processes by which members of the society::v

make sense of their social environment should be studied; '

s B o B
\ oo
P TN ¥

1'Further , ethnomethodology denies the superiority of theﬁ;'
f')reasoning implicit in social scientific theory. instead sug-_
.’_gesting that all: methods of making sense of society, carriedi
Tf;out by laypeople and~scientists alike,' are equally valid.,f

For ethnomethodologists, the attempt of the social sciences';

f'to model themselves on the physical sciences diminishes
';'their appiicability to the study of society because methods'

:of'making sense of everyday situations do not use scientificu.ﬁ

- < . ' .c .8 . . 3 o 00 -

- rationality. . 3 L B L



ﬂ;igga"'? ~“1 fﬁt, 'Commonsense"knowledge'fis the phrase Schutz‘ used in
;éif_'.:'; 11 ' contfast to- scientific rationality to describe the way peo-
i | ;.: 'rple make sense of their social environment. It» includes l

"the stock of knowledge at h nd, or knowledge drawn from ER®

social enperience,"the natural attitude of everyday iife,

g loe :" or‘ the acceptance of . the-social world as' factual: and 'the

‘,"‘71[ practices of commonsense reasoning, : or social xnowledge'

g & ff"derived from a. shared understanding of experiences. COmmcn-’

ql-’ -

an' ) 4f:sense knowledge and scientific rationality coexist,‘ occupy-' L

A’l‘ o ‘

o

' ‘saying that. there is no reality beyond social construction.,

: _ring cifferent arenas, but neither constitutes an exclusive“

:‘reality.f Instead, they represent different meth ds of view-'
ing the same’ reality, and this has the effect of fragmenting;_°

fGBOciety into many\different realities. Rather than commiti

..

| itself to one reality, ethnomethodology errs on the side ofryw

b

fhis anaiysis'can*be apbiied to'the'situation in. Ndrth '

S, +_# °

Ajother~ihand, the fragmentatiga of social ‘realities a8
N knowledge- with scientific rationality' describes, to some
’ extént,' ‘the - ' way- social experienoe ‘18 - rragmented “For
.n'Settlers. .Settlers as bricoleurs construct everyday social

realities from the remnants of diverse past experiénCes,wgng

‘ .f.knowledge"adequately describes the way. in which Settlers-
?\,i*=‘ - f ‘umake sense of . their society, ethnicity and identity.. On the-"

“these constructs are then applicable in sﬁecific“socialhn

TR "West River on two levels. On the one hand, 'comﬁonsense.

'idescribed by Schutz in his contrasting of commonsense.'

¢
i

~




situetions.:' It is particulerly the fregmentetion of social
experience thetzz wish to apply to the study of ethnicity,
and this aken up in two different ways by Goffmen end

Rapport

v o

P . ‘ \ In Erﬁme Annlxﬂia Goffmen fragments society ny explor—

ing /frames‘: The idea brpughﬁ‘forward in Erame Anelxsis is

’that th;,important criterion of- enolysis in social interac-~5:

f ] v-e——-’v L4 \“w" )

,.tion‘,is the 'frame, -or* context, in whic the interaction

:takes‘plece. Context.: for Goffmen, inclu es perceptions

derived from compounding experienpes of sit

‘,,n

the same way as Schut/ (1974312) describes. Goffman ele-lr'

‘, borates this idea by describing in increasing deteil how

fap ! -
; 'frames' are continually being superimposed so thet eny

small %regment of interaction is llinked to end;ess other

fregments of interaction.. I draw from Goffmen's_ arguments i;

S

- Al the__impnrtqnce__of__context' and recursive iinks throughout

’ frames which, for North West River society, ‘is . to~ explore

' the historical contexts in which perceptions developed, end

“the present day contexts in which these perceptions come_‘“

_into play. Jr e

¢ & ;- : ) .
; -

\ Rspport cqrried:out fieldwork in rural Bnglend,; where*
he enelysed conversetions between peoplé to. show thst eny*r
i‘ withfiil
differing -'worldvigys. ; In essence,- Rspport succeeded inf'

one individual was composed of several 'perso'

fregmenting the sociel world of the people in the villege,

since each villager was ecting in a number of different"f,'

" & - % . Y r % & 0
p L o 3 - o e A_'

3

etions, in much ey

- -



. ..' ~‘.- ~21,— n‘: r | . .- , .

“'1 roles in relation to others. While Rapport is interested in
showing that people have the freedom to be, - and can be,-:'
a creative rather than passive in their social environment and;
L : from within the confines of their personae,'9 1 wish-to use;‘h_
| ‘ the idea that people consist of multiple personae' ‘in order ;:;EYQF’
to show how. they are different social characters in dif-'} ',1;f

. ' . B
. = . # v 2 B 4

iﬁjﬁ. ferent social situations..f "-,5'* ‘x ‘ s 8 R L. g ~ji
The effects of changing context have been explored only f. ;
partially in studies of situational stﬁnicity,lg but situa—?f ‘fh"
l:{:fﬁ tional ethnicity as desyribed in such studies differs inffi. T
' —several important ways to frame,: context and personae.

| Firstly, situational ethnicity describes interaction between‘

4;%J-5}two groups rather than within one group. Secondly, it:

l

‘4-gdescribes the anomalous situation of a few cases where thereﬂlﬁ
i is ambiguity between ascriptive and achieved statuses rathet %

than the possibility of any one individual having access to o
‘fa number~ uf different social characters simultaneously.?

v Thirdly, it deals with changes and choices' as “.iscrete~«

' 5:: events (which beCOme ends in themselves, such as the taking ?. ':;E

'f}of sides across ethnic boundaries), rather than continual or

L |

o

'ﬁmulti-leveled and reversible swings in a fléid' social“ Knil
'i:environment. Goffman asserts that an. individuar is involved o
:,.‘in several frames at once, and -that some of the realities"
‘ﬁfﬁnwithin,these frames are contingent uponrother realities in -:
7;'other“frames. Likewise, Rapport describes how several per- &‘

;sonae with distinct worldviews come into play~ simultane- i‘:{Ti



x'ously, ih One conversation,
Y

I

nicity. ;\ o ,,‘-‘\*f 2 0
: " The extrinsic shaping

—m s

£ social environments

\ . —y  ”

fktain roléh andrganes, thereby 1imiting the perceptions and

Zf\responbes uaed.

N

'ijing aocial charac"
;tions because of th;l

vl

"*f.which they arise. Gi

-\

:‘fidentity in certain soeid

i

-expedient ‘use of a resource;"

VIt is this fluidity in socialﬁfzx'
.:interaction—that I find usele to apply to the study of eth—

selec-ff.j
'?tively encouragea the formation of sOme social charactera.“
'_'Frames' and - 'personae' are pounded by the ,sociel environ-”

~ /' ‘ment, and thua confine the individual to the piaying of cer-'

_ Interacti nal aituatigns dtdﬁ'upon a atodkf??
:of perceptions and 'esponse which are embodihd in ptevail-yf
'e rarely witho t inherent contradic-?dfi
differént social environments from;}
en tHis, it is difficult to see ethnio‘?ﬂ'fj
situagions as’ anything but thef‘




’
: . ~

The thesis is organised into nine chapters}l including
\. ) ‘
the Introduction., Chaptér ‘Two is an historical overview ofp,
the European settlement\and development of central Labrador, L

Awith particular refe"’ } North West Rive - There are

three sections in tbis chapte'. The first deals with early, };'i
European settlement 'in central Labrador, and explores thevb .~f
-ieconomic climate in Europe and‘the rest of New oundland andf ( .ﬂif
iiLabrador in orger to explain what caused settlement in the:“ |
.ﬁéregion to occur when it didh who the‘early Settlers were and[
"fwhat backgrounds they came frgm._ 5The; second section‘

gkason 's’ Bay"‘ gt ?

COmpany in order to examine the effects of this structure on;' fzg??f

:1'v explores the development and. structure 6f the

the conditions in central~Labrador during the Company 8 pur—

“fh suit of the fur trade there. The third section deals with':

the community E transition from trapping to a’ sedehtary'

lifestyle, and the establishment of the International Gre\rt
fell Association as the major employer in North Wez? Riv

“g, after the decline of the fur, trade.” 3 s 7 h~ o ",f\\\ =
'5‘.. ~Chapter'Three~describes:the‘pattérn of settlement that \‘

. L
x‘X develOped along the shores of Lake Melville in response to a \&g
seasonal harvesting regime practised by the Settlers from -

L; early settlement onwards,. and \shows how elements of this’;“

P B T

pattern can be traced in’ the present day spatial arrangementﬁ

of \the North .West River community.; Tt includes maps of- -

early settlement and.- dfhgrams of . kinship networks in the ' ..

town.&_ Tbis chapter .can’ be seen as a visual history of set-;ﬁz

e’ " T - el
n o P : @ 5 e . i RS of . amp
s &
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» tlement; using‘as primary. sources of inéormation population) T'li#
“censusa statistics,, church records (including. graveyarda).

'genealogies, land 'grant records and town plana..

: Chapter. Five illustrates/éhe importancé\of the trapping way ‘,ff

.develops from the prey

:chap

1 col

-

.

Chapters Four to Eight explore vthe ‘development of

social characters in the community, and their manipulation

"in social intéractionsa Chapter ‘Four uses genealogical

material collected in North West River to trace the develop~ _ 5:p§

ment of.the 'oldtimer socialz’character, and then places

/ e

this. character on a cohtinuum with 'newcomers' and 'outsidw’

"ers. Using transcripts of,interviews held in the community, -j fffﬁf

of 1ife to; Settler identity, and, ‘in doing so,. traces the ;1“4[;?

v

e

creation of the 'trapper' social charaoter.- Chapter six <rjp;§

———
ious chapter, and show the effect of

':sedentarisation" on ”settler perceptions of Indian/Settler .

rélations by'eiplo/ing'the changes in perception over " time -

_and within diff‘rent generations #n the community.' Polari— '

. sation within’ he occupational and ‘social structure of“North

West River o) oduces the -social characters of 'Upalonger' and
-noqnalonzer, which are examined in Chapter Seven. Social

are analysed in the context of social interaction

charact27 .
in chapter Eight, ‘which is ' the culminating ethnographic‘ S

r.l- Seve;al social characters are espoused during the.
e of a conversation between seven people in North West
7 ver, and the fluid and complex nature of ethnic identity

becomes apparent. The conclusion~ re-examines theoratical
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AN ’ lpiﬂ‘ See William Fitzhugh.,_ ] oni Aznhnninsx fﬂnﬂ e
. .- " Cultural ' Systems . in- Hamilton' » Labradoi, Smith-
" sonian Contributions to - Anthropology, number 16 . (Wuah-
. ington: Smithsonian Institution Press)” 1972. . ’#

o A C 2, See Carol Brice-Bennett: our EQanLinhﬂ Are R
L . . (Nain: Labrador Press) 1977, and John Kennedy: Holding
the Line: Ethnic Boundaries a Labrador' Community. -
‘{Sti John s: Insbitute of Eco oiig/a ocial- Research). .o -
982. . , ; - ‘ - 6

heir partiou- '
® lar interests and the: land they t:qp are’ not covered by

{:' '3" ‘ \ e P "Although membership is extended to them,
o the Nain-based LIA.

5

s : . 4. For.instance. Among the neen Sﬂﬂ Eiﬂhﬁxﬂ publidatton Ce
G v . -of the International (Grenfell Asaociation. f '& A T
- - T The term 'bricolage‘ was first - -used anthtopologically
' . .. by Claude. Levi—straues (1966) and for a full discussion
A 0o " of his usage, I .refer‘the' reader tb .The . Savage Mihd,
;{\. ' ’ . pages 16-22. . I follow his usage, espectally with the
T T N intention of conveying a sense of 'making do' with the’
T " . available resources in order to construct. a 'patchwork' :
' identity. Settlers create a collage 'of - perceptions
which are ‘' continually being adjusted in order to meet
. the requirements of changing social‘contexts. {-“

S 6. Clarence Glick {ip: ‘Andrew Lind (ed ) Ragg.aelntigna in .' R
. ‘ . World zg;gpgggig;A (Honolulu: " University of Hawaii ~°°

‘ Press) 1955) refers to a somewhat similar phenomenon in.
his essay "Social Roles and Types in Race Relations,"”

‘o . " but his analysis lacks the fluidity ' and multi-faceted
dimensions I wish. to explore in this analyais of soctal
characters. 5 4 ,

S Cem . 7. "fThe theoretical o:ientation which is nou associated ,
L = ~° twith . ethnomethodology developed out of the early works
s ‘ L of Harold Garfinkel, for example, - "The perception. of
v “other: A study in the problem of social .order®, unpub-’
: . - ,lished Ph.D dissertation, Harvard Univeraity, -Cam-
\ . “.bridge, Mass, - 1952, . Ay L, e
' 8. ,The work published posthumously in. Ihg Structureg of
»~ the Life-World (1974) was- originally written . in’
preparation for a book during 1957, 1958 and early 1959
and represents the collection and organ tion of many
L .. .previously. published pieces of work. The. final
s 1 f = .. preparation of the contents of the book were cerried
‘ -out by one of Schutz's students, Thomas Luckmann. '

Seny

,c.'
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" 9, Acto:s are. ot necessarily aware of the conflnes\which -'__-
v o 4 qre 1mposed upon them’ by-others during the course of -
' thej,:* social int:ex:actions. :

e m, - 18, “Predrik Barth: B;hnis Groups and Boindaries:
oy T - - Oxganisation of Cultural mﬁ.ez_enn.e (Boston- Little,
: Gy - Brown and Company) 1969, Shmuel Ben-Dor: Makkovik:
e .+~ Eskimog and Settlers in .Labrador Community (St.
N T . John's: Institute of’ SOGial and Economic Research)
’ {_’{1 - 1961, Terje Brantenberg: "Ethnic Values and Ethnic . L
L, s ~ Recruitment” (in- Robert Paine, editor: The White Arc-
i -2 a ti¢; st. John'ss ISER) 1977, Harald Eidheim: Agpectg of E e T

o0 e R 5 :
% “« " the. Lappish Minority Situatidn (0Oslo: ' Universitetsfor- .
T 8 laget) 1971, ‘and John Kennedy (1982) - I s
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- ~-=Chapter Two-
THE HISTORY OF EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT AND DEVBLOPMENT o
IN THE ,
HAMILTON INLET necron : O -
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The present chapter is a survey "of outside influencee _ \
upon the histo:y of European eettlement‘ and development of ‘
the Central Labrador region, and is intended to providb “the e
reader with a;eservoir of information for . the eneuing dis--’. ) :-, 'f
cussion_ of the thesis. 'I'he origins of the social charactera ‘
\ which. are active in contemporary North Weet River eociety- '
become apparent from an exploration of \the‘- Settlers' nis-;i
tory. ) Bowever, to attempt a history of. European eettlemeht‘_“ -
’ .'-'; in Central Labrador, hich covere a period of nearly 250«,‘,_ -t

yeare, is ‘no small undertaking 'rhie history is compiex and"

extensive, being influenced by events and changes; taking — I
b place much further afield than Central Labrador, and hae not

¥

ibeen exhaustively studied in -itself or as part ‘of a more"

encompassing project. . Thue, n\uch of it remains unclear.

' . The small atream of set'tlere arriv°ing in‘hami—ltdn Inl‘et -/

¢ o during the late’ eighteenth and nineteenth centuries clung to ,: : ‘_ B
values &nd aspirations wh{ich had been shaped by - their “lives - - T
in the Old World in‘the face of a frequentIy hoatile dlien ‘

| environment. 'J.'he society that de{veloped thus reflected the-‘ :

Settlers' origins as Well as their adaptation to A new

environment. .'rhey adhered -to their old religion, and‘.'
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I'remember'that time so well, when Pather met us at
the door Ss\\be came' home from seeing our rabbit
a

snares, with ook:in his hand, and told us she
(their mother). was dying. We all kneeled down
near our. good mother,-breathing her last. By the
time Father was done reading and praying, she was

e gone. . Oh, what did I do? Where to go?:. Far £rom
- any - other habitation, only - five of us, but the .
Lorg was with us (Cempbell 1986 24)
: * ‘The development of the society did not stop with the
7 arrival of pioneers,‘ but,the—society continually grew and :
b Wchanged as new people grrived in the - Inlet.f There- are =
B : :recognisable trends in the population history, marked by the,-,"

' histo:y can be~ divided into three periods-

"P9?19d-

“Vdiffering reasons for seeking to settle in the Inlet.

of the chapter. f o f}?'

beliefs, such as observing Sunday as a day of. rest, and this
- : adherence often gave solace when other social structures had

yet to be established: ; \

b SO

«

._,errival of new groups of Settlers with distinct origins and.:
B Thehf’.ii
the pioneer‘ '
‘period;: the fur trede' period; and, ;the’ administrative"'

Each’of these.will be covered';n separete sections'




- . . The Pioneer,Period: ~
Origins of the Hamilton- Inlet European POpulation. o=
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. The available information on the area points to ‘the

fact that certain fgmilies of plante:s and trader ‘were

. established around ;Zx\ni’lton Inlet between ‘the . iate“.' 8
' / eighteenth century and the early nineteenth 'oentuty. | And it
' was during this period -that seusonal fishermén; who | uere-
o v . btought out .to i.abrador : by mercha;n:s and advem:urers' '
M_ : .' involved in the Newfoundland\f.ishery, establiahed homea and: ;
| familiea 4in the Inlet rather than -return ‘tk:o~ Europe .or
\\ ' Newfoundla'nd. The lifestyle of the pioneers ha.s been“"

MR | ;\ influential in shaping tlfe contemporary culture and society.’,

: “ _— ' ﬁ ‘. ~* day ‘- folk’ hiatory centres : around adventures in adapting" =
| knowledge £rom their baokgrounds in the 01d World to the.
economic requisites of their new environment._ _This section.
aims to explore the origins of - the Settler popul'o.tion ‘4n’

. ,order to~ underetand what: reaséns the early Sett:lers had ‘for 2

By« ° s R, % ot DT

e ?

. ,dooumented from 1836 onwards because “of-- the arrival at. that

ST ‘-\. ;,1836 tl}gre}ere independent traders and planter:a living in

: of\communities ‘in Bamilton Inlei:, and much of the preaent-':

. emigrating to the New_World, andwhy they,ended up in Labra-
2 e " The soci.al hisoory of Hemiiton Inlet Is fairly. 'weltllv"._" -

W ol time of the Hudson‘ _ Bay Company.- Bowever, Watgre thel_f‘j

T W

~~‘Hudson's Bay COmpany opened its North Weat Rive: poat 1n‘.'
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the a'tea. It is‘ difficulat“to -discover much about these few

e 'people who were amongst ‘the f/irst permanent Settlers in

SR Labrador to come from Europe. The documents compiled for the

\ . a >

gt T \collection of data is selective and certainly not extensive.

o r asn >(
.“‘ ' .. .

the merchants who had establishments in Labrador. Amongst:

these are the journals kept by George Cartwrig (1792) dur=

and documents of the s:l.ade a\d Bird companies.l 'l‘nese pro-

l

tered, in their pursuit of the fishery‘. = ’e

. early. Settlers compiled by visiting missionaries and offi—

ci.als. The account of the Settlers in Hamilton Inlet given

by Hickson on his visit to assess the need for a Methodist.
e misaion for the region in 182/4 is typical of many such
. accounts.2 His strict Methodist training led him to both

pity and condemn the "ungodly ‘ Europeans and their Eskimo ‘
concubines. (Hickson 1931 23) he 1ived with during his visit.‘n

¥

the Inlet is given by Lydia Campbell,'-the daughter of one of

' ‘; the pioneers. Ber collection of reminiscences. S&e.t.chsn .Qf.

\ Lagrador\Boundary Dispute occasionally refer to the inhabi-«
| tants. of. Hamilton Inlet in the period before 1836 but ° this“
The Public Archives have collections of data. pertaining to -

‘ ~;§ ., :l.ng his sixteen years in Sandwich Bay, and "the' ! ew lists',.

to winter in Labrador, and the difficulties traders encoun—-.

~' 'i'here are a number of accounts of the lifesty]:e of the

such writings.‘ One of the best accounts of pioneer life in B

)
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An accurate portrait of conditions is . difficult to draw frOm ;.'
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' ‘ Lab.mdo.r L.'Lf.e was first published as 2 series of articles

in The m JZelegran during December and February of 1894

- L. -

and 1895, and has since been reproduced. 4 AP M

-

| , Not only are primary sources scarce, but also there are
. very few secondary sources of information pertaining to *the
_period p or to the Hudson 8 Bay Company 8 arrival.: No his—
| tory Qf. the settleme‘ of ’Hamilton Inlet has been compiled,
‘»and 80 this account of the history has been gleaned :Erom

'uorks "which are per-ipheral in ori}ntation to. the subject in

"h,a"ndl." Gosling's (1912) history of Labrador deals with -Ham-”‘"

ilton 'Inlet in the context o?the rest of Labrador. ) .'I.‘ha 2
) ‘: ‘brief history given by zimmerly (1975) in his study o£~ h

._area only sparsely covers this period, and does not discuss

', ,Athe origins of the population, nor their social and economic

backgrounds., In their contributions to John Mannion's book

. _(1977) r. both Thornton and Hancock have §§udied the settle- X

ment trends of people from the West of England who came out

with- the fishery. Hanoock's st;.ldy concentrates on isolating

P ”the towns and villages that supplied most' of :he Settlers

E :i,coming to Newfoundland from the West Countr.y, wh ,reas '.l.‘horn-

.'ton studies the m’erchants responsible for

. ettling the
. Southern Coast of Labrador, which inoludes "'the stﬁaits
| .)-'Region and the Southeastern Coast pf Labrador. " 'though nei—- ;

ther study deals with Hamilton Inlet Settlers, £

in combina-ﬁ‘ N

' 'tion they describe the trend of settlement in'tigated by the

s West Country merchants o,n the Southern coast,s

¢

of Labrador, ; "
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P riod and context’ in which 80utheastern Labrador .and prob-
. ‘a ly Bamilton Inlet were settled. Matthews ‘also’ xamines
th migration patterns from the 01d wOrld duﬁng the
£1 hery, diec,pesing the machinations “of the West Country

merchante.3 For an underst-anding of the conditione in . rural

Bngland during the pioneer period “of - migragion, I have ‘_"

referred to Ee P. rhompeon 8 (1978) seminel work, The liehing
ef m Engliah Hnsking maa TR ¢

LA ” I
e PR ‘r,

A 1erge pdrt of the region 8 early hietory will forever

remain as’ the 'Dark Agee' of Labrador because of the limited

giving the origine of 'theee .fire't Settl'ers and the 'time

"\'q:- o e

documentation.. Neverthelees, the Settlere that appeared dur-

ing this period dominate .much of the community 8 oq\l his-"‘:".' RS
. tory,‘ and ao are significant to the’ study N '

S .n. .

n.l". e ;'” ;,-'\

e,

s

Newfoundland, and to a lesser extent, -th_e coast og

Labrador, had' been attractlng settlement for a long period

prior to the arrival of the firet Settlers in Bamilton

Ihlet..' 'I'he Neyfoundland fiehery had attracted Basquee as ALY
early as . the _15003, : and fleete eetting eail from "the B,

SOuthwest of England and Northern France had been disputing
the right to eettle the Island until the signing of the
'l‘reaty of Utrecht .tn l713. ‘rhe 'l'reaty of Utrecht waa

'\** *:. 1 ‘ ' . “‘ o

strengthened by further amendmente in l,763 and l783 (the

Treaty of Vereaillea), which gave the lion'e ehare of both

'\v




' :settle their portion of the New: World. Hence, there was uery\ _:' .'

. :ing the seventeenth and moet -Of the eighteenth centuries. ‘

I T L
Newfoundland and the fishery to .Bri.,tain'. »

~ The (iahery was developevd by merchants and - adventurers
from the’ West of England who had /een integral in the

~discovery of the New WOrld, espeoially Newfoundland. -It was "

imperative for the West Country merchante \to keep business

on home territory if they were to retain, a etrong control of ;

the fishery and. -to-"this end,. they fought any atternpts to,

- e

"'little settlement anywhere in New

__However,. a greater th‘reat manifested itaelf in the form of

- French olaims to the region, and it beceme increasingly more

l

apparent that settlement was needed “in order to support

."'Brit‘i’sh"claims to the region. A po].icy was introduced which

'_instrm:ted that crews of twelve men should be left to winter

- m°re efficj.ent. . .'":' L a"a % 15 8

*;

undland or Labrador dur-‘--f’ :

.....

-

€.
i
fae
e
(28
oy
i
s
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at fishing posts in’ order to maintain the facilitiea that

'were built each season, and ‘to ward off destructive attacks

-from foreign opponents. ' '.l‘he men. normally spent two to fthree .

1,

years ?ﬁing in these harbours. Thus began Newfoundland’ '
1egitim te 'planter'4 populatlon. It was not altogether

- unwelcomed by the merchants because these plantere were in k

an excellent position to make the pursuit o‘E : the fishery

>

; 3% 5 g g,
\ o Y -
. - | . 2 g ' &

l ""\ 'rhe Southern Coast of. Labrador is shown on the earliest

wrd

mapB of Buropean adventurers and explorera to the New World,'

and i.t 15 this area that became the naturaI extension to the
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Newfoundland fishery during \lhe latter half of the_

.-*eighteenth century. Whilst the discovery of Labrador by -?ﬂt
' Old World stems back to the V:I.king era (circa 897) v and the

P’ -

fishery started ‘a few. denturies later under Basque whaling

fleets (14th century) the various European claims to Labra—

‘ dor were not clarified until the Boundary Dispute of 1927.‘

'.l‘he f:irst attempts at systematic settlement in SOuthern

\

Labrador came with the French when the seigneurial system,
o which existed along the northe—rn shore of the St. Lawre»hce,

1

, 4 'porated Hamilton Inlet (then called Kessesaskion) .‘ A Caux- V.

":‘”temanche only set up posts along the southern extreme of his"' .

Seigneurie, never venturing into Bamiltoh Inlet.t 'l'he south—

. ~C.ountry merchants. ..

L]

°

Prom its beginning ‘the, fishery was prone to periodical

/ depressions, an& during a bad season, it Was quite possible
'for a ?::mpany to lose all the investments it had made.. ':I.‘his
g served ‘to” make the. fisnery less attractive to those mer-

:.‘_chants who cbuld afford to compete in more stable : concerns.-

- f_.‘nowever, the fishery was not short of entrepreneurs.\ In an

suralie: concessions and most of them were seasonally occu-;

-

extended as far as: Red Bay. 'l‘he first seigneurie was granted'

in 1702 to Augustine Le Gardeur (Courtemanche) ,: and incor-"_:

ern portion of this seigneurie was 1 ter divided up into

;"'pied until 1763 when Labrador was ceded to Britain. By this h .
i"time the fishery in Newfoundland was thriving, and the coast}' ‘

——— ."._

) ‘-of Labrador began to join the fishing enterprise of the West

] '.' 4.‘
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atmosphere of increasing com etition, it became A matter of ';;f{fi

‘ -~

®

i . In 1790-93, “there was a ‘severe depression in the .

A . N
AR T Newfoundland fishery, caused argely by the American Revoluw -
R - tidnary war,. and 1ater,. th Napoleonic wars;_ Shipping

;routes were disrupted and the lebour force upon Whichcthe§‘f:- e

ffishery depended was commandee ced . to fight in ‘the | wars.‘f_’;fVi

1

I o B
‘-_After the Treaty of Versai les, it became necebsary to-wj T

-'0e~.

5 establish a more tangible clai to Labrador, and because _of'

,nithis particularly severe an drawn—out depression 1n the'i'T:h
: Newfoundland fishery, the Wesf Country merchants :becameh3ﬂ-,iﬂg
»,*interested in the Labrador ishery. Insecure firms began-
looking elsewhere for business to bolster their failing-
?enterprises, and other more secure firms retreated to.Labra—ii
;dor to sit out the depression.: A number of firms extended y :
their businesses from the" 'En 1ish Bhore' of - Newfoundland.T *;gf&
:'The Dartmouth- and Bristol-linked firm of &oble and Pinson,u n

: \ .
" whose headquarters were- in St. Fohn s, is representative of 7

ythis movement. As the Newfoundland fishery"never fully'

ﬂrechered’ from the depression, many of these firms eventu-ﬁ'},_f‘
ally retreated permanently to’ Labrador. jﬂq'_"' P

% B < .

A few other edventurers, drfven‘north earlier beoeuse~”;'

X s 4

of the competition offered by established merchants further~

—— ». % oa 3 e
) . -L o ¢ : :
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south, had already begun new enterprises in Labrador which
were fb&seﬂo in England. Cartwright's Bristol based company
was ‘the first recorded establishment in. Labrador, at Chateau
Bay in 1775 Competition grew as other compani‘ followed
Cartwright's initiative.. Cartwright responded by moving
further north on the SOutheastern cOast and opening an
establishment at Sandwich Bay, the furtheBt north any adven—
turer had dared move because of the somewhat hostile ‘recep-
\W tion expected from the indigenous population. : During his"'
| sixteen ; yeare on Labrador,., Noble and Pinson remainedj_

Cartwright'e moat 5teadfaat competitors.. However, numerous -

small enterprises came and went in that—period.;.“‘

. &

< ,.;.,’-' * e

-“'l.."';

In 1764 Hugh Pall.is‘er,v-the Governor. of" Newfoun'dland,"
granted land to the Moravian misqion in Labrador. j 'I‘his was’"-
to have thg effect of keeping the northern Inuit away from |
the fishery in the aouth. where they had been disrupting ite
progress. The Moraviane were also to keep the European f‘
f‘ehermen from settling too " hear the Inuit in the north,\, |
thereby weakening the control the missionaries wished to'

exercise on them. At about the ‘same time, Cartwright was".’

Coaat of Labrador. Settlement had a%parently already started
: «along the Southern Shore. and was greatly supplemented by ;
horde‘e of aeaeonal fishermen in the summer.,At this point'

0

the firat Settlers arrived in Hamilton Inlet. o ’

o B s . % & o
% 0% « + .q ; - -'.' . O . * "
e e g . : s &

*%

ee‘tabliehing himeelf in Sandwich Bay, on the SOutheaetern"l ., -
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_again run - from the West of England, 'but these busineeaes )

-algo recruitea workers £from the Channel Islande. During thia '

a f,ishing post at Kenimish, and Slade's, whose busineas ran.
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In her study of merchantile activities along the i?uth—- oL i
ibes
three distinct phases of traders. ’I'hese .are:" tirstly,. the

ern Coast of Labrador, 'Patricia Tﬁornton (1977) des

West Country phase, of which Cartwright and Noble and Pinson - k

ad

é the foremmners; secondly, the Jersey merchants such as

De Quettevz_lftéj/and company, who establ ished bueinesees west

of Forteau; and thirdly, a phase when buaineaeea were once

‘{‘

latter phase Joseph Bird's company from Sturminster Newton

in. Dorset was ‘the most 3ism:lficant. Host pertinent to eet—'- T

_' tlement in Hanulton Inlet were'the two companiee of - Joeeph'." LN

Bird, who established a base in Forteau in 1800 and operated« ‘

out _of Newfoundland as early as 17803, and which eeht crewa

up to fish in Grosswater Bay.

'I'he reasons that these early Settlersr had for wanting.
to - settle pernianently in Labrador or Newf:ouhdland, tather
“than visit seaeonally, are obscure. . Those wiehing "to stay
in " -.Newfoqndla‘nd and - Labrad‘o.r in .‘ojrde\r_' to be nearer.f th'e‘ - .‘.; .
.fishery had to outweigh the . conyenience of being . cloeé ‘to '

~

the induatry against the hostile winter climate and isola—- ]
tion from "food or any kind of eervice.-' Abject poverty or .
politic‘al problems at ho:n} often tipped the balapce in’
favopr of permanent settlement in the New World, deepite the .-

attempts of" the Enlglish merchants to prevent it.

S
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. "seek:l.ng work in ports wgre impressed into crews for war -

]

' Labrador

‘. casee,

- stripe |
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"From the mid-eighteenth 'century,%when wintering in -

began, ‘due to-

Britain was in a state of i:u'rmoi_l,
the ‘Americaﬁ and Napoleonic~biafs- and to. economic changes
affecting both agriculture and industry. " The f£irst Settlers
who ventured as_ far north as- Hamiltgn Inlet were, i many

' avoiding press gangs who were seekin_g men to crew

ships . for the American and Napoleanic wars; they found it as__

and make good as to rislc

'favourable tq stay in Labrador

remaining at home. Whole fiahing crews were pirated and men

¥

ships. ; Merchants with establishmentj in

remai.ned in Newfoundland rather than risk their__vessels and:

crews in returning to \England Many sailors jumped shlp and -

stayed in North America, a few making their way as far north
— _ ']
. a8 Labrador.

’ -
. . L
. . . - =

The enclosures, which lasted £ rom’ _the mid-eiijhteentn
century until well into the nineteenth century, changed the
face of Britain 8 countryside by enclosing the inefficient‘

and common grazing 1and into ‘large fields in‘

privately owned farms. England had had a dense rural pOpula—

tion before the enclosures._ Along with the Indestrial ‘Revo-

' lution, the enclosures effectively» transformed the country s

popul ation £ rom

',tion, . those who could left rural areas for the towns.

ever, : many of the towne during this» period were a],so havincg’

“to cope with surplus workers, ) the surplus '—being caused by

a rural to an urban one. ’l‘o avoid starva—~

How— ,

9

Newfoundland '_ -
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the adva'nce of technology in 1ndustry which rendered many
types of craft production: obsolete. The West of England tex-
" tile industry was severely affected by induatrial advance, °
and so the towns and \>illages of Dors"et‘,'w:lltshlre,and ‘Devon
yielded a goodly crop of _aapiring emlgrants to the merchants
in_search of 1ap61.ir for their f£fishing ‘ eatabliahmenta in -

\ N )
Labrador. . {

-

" As with _the 951: Newfoundland planters, the n(en-‘ who
" came out’ to work m Labrador stayed for three or four

winters before they returned ‘home. . Presumably, -men were’ .

his journal. ‘- He often re—hired men wE& -had spent a season ..

in his employ, and not infrequently he hired those; who had -

just left another” firn's employment. This meant that employ-
ees’ must ‘have spent a good’ deal longer living in’ Labrador
fe

than any. individual contract would suggest. " Men employed to‘

the winter: in Labrador were not Juat fishing crewa.

br;,cklayer! .eawyer-, .blacksmi‘,th, cooper, mason and the 1like "
'ﬂ;s' ‘well aBAboatbuildera and £ishermen. Cartyright soon had
furriers on his payroll at Sandw;rich Bay ta exte-nd his ‘trape' '
_ pi'ng “activities. = A nunber of trades are recbrded on the '
headstones of the" first generation of Settlers in graveyarda

along the Southern Coaat of Labrador ('l‘hornton 1977:165)

5 - lgai.

rehired. from .year to year, muEh as* Cartwright: describes in a )
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Cartwright also began bringing women out as maids,a

housekeepéts .and cooks. Both Thornton and Hancock point out_

~ X 4

~“hs pignificant the fact that women were introduced to the
various establishments. Settlement only occurs when a part
of the’ migrant,gppulation decides to remain permanently,~
raising familfes in. the area, and this can only happen when
women form part of the population. At the same time, Cart—

. wright not infreguently desgiibes in his journal the 1iais-
" ons formed between his workers and native women living at

.V

. one or other of his establishments.

/ * g uE by
gtj* L ;<[a jk The Labradér Settlers came from the hinterlands of - thell
| | ports where vessels called to recruit 1abour~on their way to}
the New. World.; In Cartwright's time thﬁse would have been
Dartmouth, Bristol, Cork and Waterford, and later, London as*
1ﬁ?ik '.'—"well 5 De Quetteville drew their labour from the Channel
4 ‘ Islands during the 17808 and 969.7 But a majority of the'

B Settlers came out during the time that Joseph Bird and~
sf, #¥,0 Slade's were establiehing their companies in Southern Labraw-
dor, Recruitment for. Bird's was mainly from the Dorset vil—_

B A lages and towns just north of Blackmore Vale -and following

-'ﬂ/ - the. Stour valley (Thornton, Hancock 1977), 'and recruitment;v

éfﬂgi i ' “for. Slade's was from the ports and inland villages of SOuthq

o oy, C Devon.8

-
-

4‘ﬁ',\ ;:.There were both planters and traders amongst the people
“{f' already settled in Hamilton Inlet’ in 1836.41n his account of
the history of the' region,‘ Zimmerly (1977,52) names.;two l
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Engl ishmen who are recognised in oral history as being the
first men to settle in-Hamilton Inlet, These men, Phippard

- and Newhook, are thought to have arrived in Hamilton Inlet

at around 1788. Although ‘they married Inuit women from the
Inlet,  they left no descendants. .Shortly after them in the
early 1790s, another man, by the name of Ambrose . Brooks,

arrived from Brighton in England. Brooks married an

'orphaned Inuk who had run away from her community, and many

of the residents of North West River trace their ancestry

N

. back to thfs man and his family. : g

7 "
. & 9 .
o ..
1

The hares of two traders appear in the 1836 Hudson's K

Bay Journal9 as being established in Bamilton Inret. Thomas

p—f'.

‘Groves was mentioned.as a’ trader with® his ownD establishment ;fit'

‘at Tubb Harbour, on the Southeastern Coast of Labrador,.and

with buildings he was- willing to loan to the' Budson 8 Bay

men in 1836. Joseph ‘Bird's company was also mentfoned.' He

ran a salmon fishing post at Kenimish, across the bay from

the 'present site of North West River, which is still inha-‘
bited. Bird's. operations in Labrador began in lBﬂﬂ»—{Thorn—

ton 1977), and the man in charge in 1836, Thomas Garland, 2

.was»said to habe been in-the Inlet for some thirty year"

' There are numerous Bird families in Sandwich Bay, and the

)

name Groves exists in both Sandwich Bay and Hamiltonvlniet.

X

. " . . ’
o~ PL AL L S "
‘ —-The previons.paragraphs have. served to' illustrate

s 3 ‘
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- only where the £irst Settlers in Hamilton Inlet might -have

¢ come from, but also what kind of social and economic -

> environment they left behind them when they came, and by~
what route they might have arrived in ‘Labrador. The first
.Settlers were most probably rural 1abourers or craftsmen and

. tradesmen from rural towns and villages in the West of Eng-.
1and ‘and the. Channel Islands. social and economic condi-

: tiéns'made it difficult for them to remain.‘lh their "-home

countries, where there was a severe shortage of both land' v s
- A’ N '. 1-‘. L
and- work. At the same time. wars were causing(a depression inn A
%f} S ' the Newfoundland fisheries,. and also adversely affecting’

shipping. The failing fishery in 1796 weeded out the weaker
.merchants in the enterprise and caused‘ some of them to
" remove’to Labrador,' where some ucompanies remained per-,'.l ~
manently. | The surplus of labour accumulating in England'gﬁd,,f?%
o was, to some extent, dissipated by the need for soldiérs aqdv;.'.
‘ sailors to fight in the wars.' Conditions forwthe labourers_ l'j‘ﬂi
,_———were—far from pleasant, but the press gangs certainly didgl.l~
not offer a palatable alternative. Opportunities to enlist

: for the fishery were limited, due to the disruption of.}'::

&

- seafaring during the ~wars;“however, a slight but steady
. stream of people found their way out to the fishery in,

Labrador, where they were forced to remain until commercial

:.‘seafaring became easier.‘, T

. . 4 ~

Lw

¢ 3 ‘
R

L References are made in, the folk history of North West h
Riverz both to the‘rural life.ingEngland which had beén for-t"‘
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. _ ' | . |
saken by the pioneers of - Hamilton 1Inlet, and to the _
Napoleonic__wars.'ln her diary, Lydia Campbell‘remembere hef_‘f'7i%?

father, Ambrose Brooks, reminiscing about. the 1ife he left

"in England: _ o . e
. ) . & : ‘ A .
When I first remember .to see thinge and to under- ‘ N
- stand, I thought there was' no place as good as -
this in the world, and that my father\ and mother.

and my two sisters was (sic) the best in the s aw
world; but our good father used to take me on his - .
* 'knee and ‘tell  me his' home was a better’ country, :
only it was hard to live there after JJis good old
father died and 'his mother could not kegp him so
. he stayed with a good old minister, as " liv- -
ing in the parish, until -he died, add then he ‘came
! L - out to’'this country to try - his fortune in this
L TR T " . place, for. the wars was (sic) raging between Eng
" ..land and’ France and all over the world -‘and- the
pressgangs = were pressing the young men, so he and 2
. .a lot more English people came out up the - shore . LI LN
*  for woodcutters, seall fishing and the cod fishery, = - - %
- which was the highest L - those _daye, (Campbell“ o .
','.Q 1980 8) ik . vy W EL.E g AR
a L " §

" Edna Campbell, a contemporary North West’ River reeidenti -~'§¢fE

remembers songs eh 1earnt from’ her great uncle, Eamon.
Chaulk. which date back’ to-the Napoleonic wars. 18 The rela-l
tive freedom of pioneer life in Labrador, the unlimited land

3 S and abundant game, must have seemed marvelous to - the early "‘
| | Settlere, and must have gone a long way to&arde compensating

for the isolation and the harsh newlenvironment they had -to "

face. S S '\

R ,-'_
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B the Orxney; Ielande in Scotland, and a brief history of the. o

.\Weet River thrcugh:ut thie period.

Weet River. The chapter begine with a synopeie\of'the‘eocial
structure of the Hudson s Bay - Company, deecribing'“how i
operated at the time the Company was. influential in North

Westzkiver.. HuCh of the Company's labour was recruited from'

islands gives an understanding of the economic 'yoeition of“i"‘
Orcadf‘ﬁé during the phaeee in which recruitment wae taking"'
place. The social etanding of probable recruita with the;”.
incentives -for . their joining the Hudeon' °Bay Company areli j;
extrapolated from this. These elements ‘will be drawn -

together to deecribe the growth of  the community of North =

nudmn'a Bazf .(:nmmnx im-ma .(1988) . is an,excellent “
analysie of the working structure of the Hudson s Bay Com— .
pany after ite amalgamation with the North West Company.‘

ment patterne for Rupert'e Land (central Canada), the gen{

.-—ﬁ’ - 4.5 -‘ o ‘.‘ -

The Fur Trade Period: .
History of the Hudson's Bay Company Involvement in
North West River. ,

* % %

Thie eection of the‘h}etory explores the influences of

the’ Hudson 8 Bay Company and its work force on the develop-
ing society in Hamilton Inlet, and particularly< in North .313;

'

Ph:l.l:l.p Goldring's Ranern szn the

N Sxa.t.em of the

-

Although the book is. concerned with recruitment and employ-‘

eral atructure and practisee described’ for the Northernt “




h Department apply equally for-other'departments‘suchﬂes'ths;.

- For more specific deteilsﬂrelating.to HamiIton'Inlet.iI'heye.

J in the HBC 1790-1821' (198ﬂ).; His study concentrates on the:

‘\5 for 'crofters' iights on one - estete in Rousay; “and Eelp Mak=

; - 46 - " - G o ‘ 5
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Montreel Department,.in which North West River is located.:

consulted the Hudson's Bay Company Journals~£or North West,

River and Rigolet (1834-1910), where these have been svnik%ﬁ\
able (see below). o

Bs 3
P
. |

.There are few-studies of the'relationship betweer O}krn""

ney and the Hudson's Bsy Company. Je Storer Ciodston Qrote:

ra series of three articles in Ihg Bgnxg; between 1936 andizz7

1937, but these are more descriptive than factual._ The nost a _f[%

tecent and-informative study is John Nicks' ess&y 'Orkneymenfj'"}

¥ o , '

’recruits from one . parish in Orkney (Orphir) over a period ofln'f?‘i
thirty yeers, between 179B and 1821.. ' '

There are a few . cohprnghsive hi;tories of Orhneyll"bht1. :?;ii
‘1 - have drawn mainly upon . the work oﬁ w. P. Thomson. This" -le{
Vyork singres out and concentrates on two specific pertodg ?--'.TZ
and issues in Orcadian history mhg Li;;;g Genexsl snd ;ha?z” ;‘?ﬁ

Bgnasy Q;gﬁtezs (1981) covers the enclosure of, ahd struggleﬁ

.ing" in’ ,Q;km (1983) covers the keer industry. - The. snns.t.' :
1g31 Agggnn; Qf Q;kngy 1125r11234°or the Qld Btshintisnll ey
Agcgnnt, (Sinclair 1927) - is a compilation of writings done :'f

by the Various ministers of the Orkney parishes, snd givesfﬁle':.'
descriptions of the 1ife of ordinery Orcadisns ~around . thef;k

turn of. the century. -The . m ststisuc.sl Asc.o.nnr. nz ﬂsntlsnd




,_(1845) does the same for the mid-nineteenth century, at the.

time when recruitment was taking place for the Labradorr“

. ; :
5 o . - T . .t % . . 2
[ SRy : posts. AT . : SR L
N . . . . " ¥ E - & ¥ . _
. . . i« * L .
® ¥ bt . " -4 i . v

wgt * o ‘ S e ' 8 e S ‘ s’
fﬁ;'*\' '1‘ = Tha;ﬂudson 5 Bay Company Journals for Rigolet and North

West River fbr the period 1834 - 191912 constitute the main. ‘:.]fi

primary source of information about Hamilton ‘Inlet duringijT",ffj

o

t_ e.:A These are supplemented ;by articles in The _
Beazer, anﬁ'also by the records of independent traders who, 'y,“eei

‘ were in the‘region at the same time, when records were keptL

The journals, focussing ‘on - the daily activities in and@;}

around the posts, mentioning names of people and placés, and

» describing events, are unavoidably biased in what is seen as Té'ﬁnﬁﬁ

relevant to the records kept and in the way in which this isf‘fl'ff?"

L ?f;: recorded. Even taking this bias into account, the wealth of‘~”‘ -

;;Qf*li”f%ﬁ'j' information offered by these records is extremely useful

%é’h. o ':'.f The latter repnesent one- of the fsv consistent and detailed 'L'
'&; forms fof recorded history for ‘the. region. There are also a _flawf
Pt i S M
N LY few personal diaries and reminiscences,.kept intermittently IR

by‘ the early Settlers. HoWever- these personal recollec—

tions dh not in themselves build an accurate picture of the _:'

hiatory of the Inlet because they are so limited.

-
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”,1 f. A charter issued from London in 1670 gave the Hudson s"\”

-

~;f‘f' BayL~Company exclusive trading rights in the area around

Hudson's Bay, but the control of trade mver such a vast area



- ag -
proved difficult from the’ beginning.  French merchants had\ 'i.yiﬁi
7f Foaw . bden, trading in the area prior. to 1670, apd 1"d990ndent e i
| , traders carried.on with their business after the establish-'i ra
.‘ment of the Hudson's Bay _Company, - Hudson's Bay Company '" |
managers in charge of inland posts were required to be ‘_j P&.
resourceful because they had little communication with other _ '“j""

- 2 w

! .posts or " head . offices between the seasonal visits of boats,A A:; é;

< 7
- 2 o

Er , qbringing merchandise and new 4 recruits._ A structure TR

l7f. B deve10ped within the Hudson's Bay Company which enabled its‘ﬁfrf-"ﬁ‘
;‘ ‘x .. traders to cope both with the competition and with the iso-l‘; 'fjﬁ

3

1ation the posts faced in the early years of operation int;.
}1w'-,.3l"_;-:the north. The COmpany did thie‘by encouraging loyaltyrfrqmyi“i
: | | its workers and establishing hierarchies and clasp—basede“?
':social structures.ﬂ Since the latter were based .on the Brit—;.t
A ‘ish‘ class «system, they ensured that gentlemen and servants,”
‘"ﬂ’": fresh to the’ north Knew how to respond to- each other despite
. . - -the _unfamiliar conditions in which they found themselves.
| The hierarchy developed into a system unique to’ the Hudson'

e T s -Bay Company‘, one. that absorbed new recruits and, in the .

" . "beginning, gave enough incentives to all ranks to establish

" t .-"

sele e -r”a sense of loyalty. 0 _ . 5, ey "™ " -:- Rk’
B 2 t . - \l

The main hierarchical structure ~divided the Hudson's
KY < = ) . B ‘:,-
: Bay Company employees into gentlemen and servants (or off- SR
} S B

icers and workers). Gentlemen and servants wege ‘drawn from - -

N —

'*~fVery different backgrounds in. Britain. Gentlhmen were

* v
)
- -

fﬁsli_:'f‘ .falmost exclusively recruited through the London oﬁfice:f\and;'f}q,
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:3 z%gere required to ‘be literate. Maintaining accounts and keep—
: _ing redords were part of their duties. -Shareholders had the
- right to bestow apprenticeships where they saw fit as one. of
-.their/grigilegéi/fand, although these favours were "not-
~tossed - around indiscriminately' (Goldring 1980 56), family
connections often helped. Servaﬁts, on(the ‘other haqg, were

recruited 'through regional offices, such as the one in

g, 4

Stromness, Orkney. The difference between :the origins of

the gentlemen (traders and factors)13 ~and the servants

.
B 4

helped to perpetuate the hierarchy. 3: _ ':fﬂ_ 3;

‘e
\

?entlemen, who were recruited from social classes in

' which;they were recOgnised as gentlemen, also expected to be"
treated as. gentlemen when they arrived in the north 14 ,
Ca i 7 q. : «J‘“ \ a. 1. : .

‘Rank brouqht privileges. Those which set a mah'
7 :relations to the Hudson's Bay Company and. its pro-
' perty were spelled out.  Those 'which fixed his:
relations with subordinates lay among the tangled .
skein of . unwritten tradttions of the service.
—(Goldring 1980 58) . .

The gentlemen were set apart from the servants by obvious
differences in lifestyle, such as different tasks and food
allowances and more leisure time, as well as by more .subtle
differeneea ‘as in the cdﬁtrol of information-and authority.
Being transferred to otherﬂposts without notice was more'

common among servants than gentlemen. Gentlemen were. also':

~ shareholders, traders being entitled to half shares,‘ and -

] l faotors to a full shar whereas ordinary workers were given:'f :

. wages."“z'i- 5 &,
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The need for skilled workers grew as the Company conso-xf

lidated’ its pattern of expansion. A majority of the

Lecruits required by the Hudson's Bay Company were ordinary' |

IR

labourers, but a significant number of tradesmen were needed a
-at the main posts. The ‘production of tools, boatbuilding
‘and' repairs, construction and maintenance of post buildings"
“and the collection of wood for fuel and building were common’

tasks at all posts. Workers were inoreasingly expected to,f’:'

supplement-their food allowances, and often had . to supply

meat or fish fo?‘the post in which they lived., Some posts- o
began gardening and farming on a small scale in order to

vary their diets. North West River became famous for the: i

‘ gardens cultivated under Factor Donald Smith's management,

" -

Uy
S

ot @ 5 'S
. v
- ’ Xl
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é
number of. l!%estock. Hunting, fishing and the tending of

gardens and livestock, then, became work reguirements.. In

L9 ~—

North West River “the workers “‘also. trapped when they had the -

oppartunity, and the newly,released employees who had’ chosenl )

 to stay in the region became the Company 8 trappers.

e "

Q . " LT >

. Some“kinds of tradesmen 'were more commonly“ employed.

_than, others. Among;the most common“were'boatbuilders, car-";“

penters, sawyers, coopers and other woodworkers, and, in the
.earlier years, stonemasons. 2 Less common, but essentially,_
more valuable, tradesmen were the blacksmiths and tinsmithsy

| who made traps, ice chisels, horseshoes**ﬁnives, and any-;

Bt
thing from. bedsteads to nails. " The different trades gavej.

which produced a range of basic vegetables, and hay for a

9%
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‘ag a- whole because the value of their skills put them in a

rslatively secure position.15 The more prestigious tradesmen
had a‘longstanding argument with the Company because they

refused to do lordinary labouring, preferring to carry ‘out
3

tradesmen ‘had limited specific functions which were periodi-‘.

.,", ‘ﬁ\l

rise to an informal hierarchy within the ranks of servants..
Blacksmiths tended to gain the respect of -all the other .

‘ wdrkers, often becoming the spokesmen for the servant class

the functions of’ their trades only. However, the Hudson 8

Bay Company needed, above all, a versatile work force, andh

- cally -essential, but which did not fill all the*tradesman's -

time. When/retired employees began to settle,, the Company
wae able to employ tradesmen on a seasonal or temporary._‘

basis; for instance, in North West River,- Daniel Campbell'

¥

N

‘was - seasonaiiy employed as a cooper, and gained a certain-‘

* amount of prestige because of his ability to fulfill this

necessary function. ' But until this was the case, the Com—
pany required ‘that all their workers carry out any task that. -

o ) had to be done. R l T . i,

»

L The Hudspn 8 Bay cOmpany has a long history of recruit- - .

ing its workers from Orkney. ihe Orkney port'of Stromness‘-

M
was a convenient stopping place for the Budson s Bay Company

boazd of Britain. Iﬁﬁyoffered fresh water,’ supplies and

‘ ships leaving London and sailing north along thg eastern sea'

labour™ to passing ships, and the whaling fleets headed for )

the Davis Straits also recruited men from Stromness.l6 Ork- |
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:%f'- | ! | " - ney nae always been*agriculturally‘oriented, but the various

i | systems of land ownership and tenure had caused farming to

be inefficient until the advent of enclosure., The English

absentee landlords, who owned and gontrolled large tracts of

.. agricultural "iand,"firat intrgAZ:ed enclosute dbring the

i o ‘ 1768s. Many small tenants were disposeeseed..and life for _

3 | tﬁe majority of peopie . 1n 'Oruney ‘beéame extremely . 3t
unpleasant.r There were few labouring jobs available on the E |

" enclosed farms, and wages for these job; were low. And yet, N

"these éarly encloanres did. little to change the-inefficiency~" ,

’ of farming in Orkney. At the turn of the eighteenth century,.._ \.5%

-then, Orkney had very 1ittle money and few opportunitiee for

L 'ﬁ‘\ young people to improve their atandard of living above mere,~
o subsietence level. An alternative for;n of employment was
offered’byfthe Hudson's Bay Company ships which began arriv- -
ing at.the emall port of Stromness in order to recruit. young
- able-bodied men _to work in the New World, sometime between.~

1678 and 1701.17° : L e A R

‘The vages offered by'the'ﬂudson 8 Bay Company in 1798
varied coneiderably, depending upon the skills and tradee qf

the employees. For a basic labourer the wage was between £6

.and £8 a year._ A boat—buiider earned between £20 and £3ﬂ,l

: “ and a. houee carpenter earned ae much ‘a8 £36... At the same_
(’ time’ rural workers in Orkney earned between £2.10 and 23 10{
in a full year of emplOyment, providing that there was work.l

) (Nicke 1980:117). \Jinjf ‘in itself was enougn incentive for
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3’some'of the destitute pogulationf but signing up for a
. 'stipulated . period _of‘assured empl oyment also offered secu-
rity. The Hudson"s Bay Company provide@ for .all of the
basic. needs~of its workers as well; passage, food, lodgings
and. a minimum of clothing. This, and the fact’ ‘that there l“
ﬁi'_ - ’ was little to spend money on in the wilds of Canada, meant '
. that the employees were able to save much of their income
over the period in which they were employed. Many saved
%%\Jm= S enough to set up as farmers on their. return.18 With _their .
) savings, these returned workers acguired a .certain notoriety

in Orkney. - Whether they returned to farming or not, their :'.'."{E

By ; vealth ‘etfectively raised their, social status as’ long as'rﬁ
T 'their savings:lasted SOmetimes setvants returned home only“

to‘;sign' up‘again‘for a second term after a short‘period in ’

: Orkneyﬁﬂ.The northern~way ofvlife also hadiappeal because of
its rélative-freedom from social constraints; and it was not |

" uncommon for servants to form, liaisons with local Labradori-

} . ans, Social pressures at home might also- have resulted in"_ \-'“5

i?a" “ﬂ extending sojourns in the North West, as one of the- minis-

AT ‘;;ters in the g s:atistisal Assnunt mentions: . . | _ " e
. | ‘ “’ , /-' " .
e ‘When a-man and . ‘his wife cannot live in~ peace
e - together, the parties and the parish are relieved ‘-
. S . from such disquiets, by the husband's retrfeat to
hs ¥ 2 - i the . Hudson 8 Bay settlements (Sinclair 1927:120-

Jx)o g & & . ' ] "d‘:
‘ -.-The kelp industry in 0rxney began in 1722, and increas— L

R

'“1ngly employed ~people from the. crofts and cottages, when An ;fﬂif
‘ their\land could not pnovide subsistencet:a The industry 1ij v

SRR
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lasted for overfa century, collapsing suddenly.in 1832 when
tariffs were removed on the importation of European seaweed
at™fiuch lower prices. This left-people,euddenfy out of work
and with iittle‘opportunity to go back to a land-based econe
ony. Many people left Orkney{ and again\\qge Hudson'ainay'

. : Company offered a means by which to leave for greener pae-
tures. | Improvements in farming . had been gradually made
since the 1798s, when a few landowners had enclosed their

, ' " farms successfully, ‘but it was not until after 1830 that'fl'
most of Orkney was transformed £rom a region of uneconomicalf i"f%}

_-land. ‘use ' and poor management to one of the moat productive_, -

, \;)9 _ agricultural regions in Scotland. 1In the latter half of the :,.

o nineteenth century, the arablé acreage increaaed by’ 250 per _”~ }}"
cent in Orkney, and from the 18305 onwards, the. economy and*“
standard .of - 1iving in Orkney improved bysleaps ang‘boundg._

At' this time, interest iﬁ working for -the Hudson's Bny Com-

pany declined. | .

N

Such was the success of recruiting in Orkney during the.-

Ll

eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, nowever, that the‘T. §.€?
Hudson's Bay Company turned largely avay from -its original .‘Qf
¥’ ' ‘ ‘recruiting grounds in England.l The Reverend william-01ous- : d:;i
}Q | ton, in the~ 0ld ﬁhﬁti&hisal Account, said that the Budson 8 Y.

Bay Company preferred these 'Orkney mep' because they were

-

" "more. sober and tractable then the Irishj> and they engage‘

,:;g. o for lower ‘wages -than either the English or the Irish' (Bin-

N °

clair 1927.l4d§. _ He -estimated’ that as many as three-
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quarters of the ‘Hudson' s-Bay ‘Company men came from the ork-
neys at the time he was writing in the 1798s. - Perhaps the
‘fewer .alternatives open to Orcadians provided the Hudson' 8-
Bay Company with a better choice of recruits than it - could

find elsewhere.: N : . e,

-

\ The Company employed between sixty and a hundred men
each seaeon, and at ‘the .peak of this relationship, seventy
?f- .f T men,was .an average recruitment. Recruitment from' Orkney

K]

78% of all. Budson s éay Company employees were from . the :

fIslands. The“;gnaining 22% were almost entirely in the off-.
‘icer category, and from England (Nicks 1980 102) 19' e *

. LE &
-
* %

Poor communications in the eighteenth centurx, limited
t;avel between parishes in Orkney, and 80 most of the earlyﬁf
recruits were drawn from parishes which bordered Stromness.
'Nichs39, calculated that. approximately a’ quarter of the
recruits hired(before the amalgamation—of the Hudson 8 Bay.
-COmpany with\vthe North West COmpany in 1821 came regularly'
'from one of the poorer social groups, that which was formed
.by the crofters. (The poorest group would have been those
without even the tenuous income of a- croft).!‘ Goldringo
describes recruits made after 1821 as coming from the "lower
-'levels of society, frcm familiea with too’ 1ittle land, tradeﬂ

o

or influence to share with the rising generation;' and he

'

the desperately poor and cﬂzonically unemployed' (1980 178)

‘reached its peak at the end of the eighteenth century, when' )

-4jalso describes 'labour attachment‘ as being . weakest among A
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© But, whereas Goldring describes a lack of access to 'influj
"ence “among prospective recruits after amalgamation, uioks'l
study of the pre—amalgamation period reyeals that patronoge
influenced much"of -the vrecruitment, ‘efther from family
members already succgssfully employed by' the company or
prestigious figures in the community such as the priest and, |
school teacher. 21 Clouston follows the fortunes of a group“ ' l C;
of 'recruits hired in 1798 and says that 'fully two thirds |
. bore the names of one-time land-owming families,‘ and four-
teen of these were even numbered once among the 'best landed
men' found on thelassizes of the sixteenth century head .ﬁ i';{
| [chief] -courts" (Ciouston 1937:40) This finding may help L
' to explain the change" ih the 'quality' of ‘recruits thaty tnef”
Hudson 8 Bey Company clerks noted after amalgamation.' Ine.

Company found that the 'quality' of the Orkney men ~hodA

dropped and now. workers were no longer 'loyal and industri—
2 ous' but 'sly" , 'slothful' and even unable to carry out the

tasks required of them’, _

.. g ?
.

v It mgy be surmised, then, that the eerly recruits, who
; were. hired at the peak of the recruiting period, were almost

exclus‘vely from Orkney, and were mainly from families with

prestige in - the communities, but. relatively little wealth.'
"aBy qpntrast the later recruits seem to have had little

social . status'as well as little economic status.. Before the ~’jf2

turn of the century,, ‘the available pool o£ 1abour £ori

recruitment was also limited by proximity to the port of.

o~ L
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*‘stromness. The conditions in Orkney after 1832, which pro-

duced the second surge Of 1abourers, were different to those

of forty years previously, and quite. probably, those
affected were from different socialrbackgroundgf\ '

A combination of factors resulted in a decline 1in the

_numbers of Orkney men working for the Hudson'8~8ay Company

_changed, as had circumstapces ‘in Orkney. In ‘1821 the

L

‘*Hudeon 's- Bay Company inherited a more 1oca1 supply of work-

Weet Company. The Hudson 8 Bay Company wages also stagnated

againet the improving ratee of pay for "labour in Orkney.:

'Company 8 nierarchy to become more rigid after amalgamation..‘

Whereae before, opportunitiee had existed for ardent’ workere‘

.. a

;f“ 5 . to make careers for themselves' in the Company, now there was .

~

'little opportunity "left for ordinary eervanta to make good

D : end riae through the ranke, and 80 contracte with the Com—

_“pany became less ‘and lees appealing. .

A

1

V"#._: - and- thie method of recruitment beceme more expedient as the

after the'turn of the century. The needs of the Company had
SV ’ Hudson's Bay Compeny absorbed the old North West Company. . -
Ry 'Amalgemetion cauaed a eurfeit of employees and recruitment,‘fe

. was: cut-back., This was primarily due to the fact that the

ers, nemely the Canadian22 employeee of the former North

48 '-Th{e stagnation wae compounded by ‘the tendency of the

Re—engagement wae one tactic used ny the Hudeon 8. Bay‘

: COmpany. to maintain .an optimal aupply of efficient workers,_.;,‘l

- Company . encountered difficultiee in recruiting from outeide. i




transport them back and forth, and besides, a seasoned

employee was already used to the .way.s of the Company and the
type of work. However, the Company's: unwillingness to
increase its wages caused difficulties for the-- traders and’
factors who needed ways of enticing their good workers to
stay. The Company preferred to rehire workers at the same
rate . of pay, while, Qat' the same'_time, the incoming new ' .

‘recruits were receiving slightly -be-tter vages. It was also

tpe Company's policy; under }_nlor.mal circumstances,l to -

~
(o

die'courage its . 'employeea\ from settling . permanently’ ‘lthe .

prospect of which may we11 have enticed some of its workers'

“to re—engage., (In’ the case of Labrador, long torm "‘re‘-'

-engagement frequently encouraged gettlement). | Despite thie,‘v

re-engagement was oftén the only recourse for desperately‘,
under—staffed posts, and t& poet's managers found ways of ‘
promoting desirable workers, e:lkther by raising them from the
rank of 1abourer to that of craftsman, or by creating '
'categories of work which then required prpmotion.23 In fact,

' Governor Simpson described his 1abou‘ supply as having af
' .turnover rate of a‘\bxima’tely nine years. As . this"
re;:resents little more than the. term of one contract, only a.~
small number.. of -empJ_.oyeee -,ca_n have been regularly 're-
hired.24 S ' ~ v B A ‘ - \ ~‘ T <\. '

A

| When recruiting from Orkney became difficult, ‘the.,,'

- Hudson's Bay Company began recruiting elsewhere, notably Lo

\ . ¥ ' . ~
g . . !
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‘from Lower Canada and’ the Red River settlement.25 'The Com-
, pany did. not find enough suitable recruits, however, until
the collapse of the kelp industry in Orkney . in 1832 again
created . a dire need for work with the Hudson's Bay Company.‘
This oinoided with a period of expansion by the Company,

which was now secure in its monopoly of trade in the north.
i 4 / G
W, The two marked declines in Orkney's econmmy, which were

L, . " T

~ﬁ.brought about by “the onset of enclosure:in 17§B and the '
,\“failure of the kelp industry in 1832, then, coincided with
the visits .of. .the Hudsqn s Bay Company ships. There- was a
_ ready market -Qf willing redruits when the ships first

| j: appeared in Stromness at the end of the seventeenth cg\tury., "

‘ 'The number of recruits slackened off after the turn of the

‘century, until the failure of the kelp: industry ih 1832, and _
B it was during the 18305 that ‘the Hudson s Bﬁy Company was }'_ ?ff
"expanding its activities in the north These two periods of .

recruitment drew men" from different backgrounds in ‘Orkney, [" "2

s ‘ \\\ and those,uwho..hired on with thesgompang during ‘the 18303-' .

Y - ;Fape/from one of the. poorest segments oOf rural Orcadian
o ; P ie

ty. The structure of the Hudson's Bay Company was, é§

3 Ao T

t:\h, unconducive to career-minded recruits, and working for
the ﬁudson's Bay Company had become a less prestigious -and a :

.:: ‘less enticing prospect than it had been in the 17993,» The =y
opening of posts in Lahrador represents part of ‘the Hudson s ‘:
“ Bay Qonpany\\\expansion during ‘the, 18308. . » A -




, Hudson 8 Bay Cd‘)any 8 workere came from Orkney during thei :

‘Bay COmpany wae extending its domain during the late 18205

: 7
Mingan by his Indian guides and,_ on his return//g/F/rt

"Inlet. He suggested that the Budson s.Bay CompanyNhhould

i § g SR N \ N W
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Despite low wages, .a considerable proportien of the :

lBBﬂe and, in 1836, thevcomplement of men arriving in'Hamil-

“ton Inlet to set up the post at North West River were Ork- -

neymen. The wealth.and freedom.of Hamilton Inlet in com-

parison "to\the conditions. that they had left in Orkney must

have, seemed overwhelming to thelfirsé recrﬁits Eo the North-_

West River post. Eydia Campbell describes the richnese of

wildlife in the Inlet just before the start ‘of the fur trade" T
i S ) :-w%;
with the Hudson B Bay Company. - 3 e

e &

- A ! "1
'About this time people began to settle, one after
another, - mostly ' French..people, few English, for .
- everything was plentiful at that time, People .
.. conld  stand: on the rocks and hook f£ish ashore on
° the beach and spear the salmon that ‘was swimming- : Y
. .along ‘the shore. I Reard Father say that people LT
- could not row up and down the river with any tide,. - o ¥ ‘
. they :would have to wait until the tide would turn =~ .. .9
‘for to clear- the fish and caplin away before they> - R
~ « could row through them.. Everything was so plenti- ' e
© ful (gydia Campbell 1980:17). ,

‘Labrador was: one . of the regions into which the Hudson B .

and 18305. The Fort Chimo post in Ungava Bay hed been

opened 'a few years earlier by Erland Erlandson. a Budson's

Bay Company employee who was crossing the interior o£ Labra--

dor in 1834 on. his way to ningan on the’Nd%th Shore of Que- 3 ;Yiﬁ

bec. Erlandson was taken to North West River instead of.

gpimo, reported that there were already traders injiaamilton




' flabourer and low-level craftsman. :
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' consider establishing posts. there, and, * in 1836, a con—

tingent of meh set out from the "Kings Posts, on the Nor‘th

.Bhore ‘o.f Quebec, ~to\ establish a post at North West River. _.

~

For the recruits from Orxney who arrived in Labrador,

’ .th'e experience of working for the 'Hudson 8 Bay Company ‘was

eomewhab different from the experience recruits to’ other ,‘

Hudson 8 .Bay Company posts might expect. The Hudson ] Bay
- .

',Company encouraged settlemént in Central Labrador, which
.they did not do elsewhere, and the opporttg\ities thus/pro-

g

vﬂed amounted to an alternative career path for the genera}

-
)"' 2
s . ’.'/
.- P
—— . 4 'S- 4 // % . it ..
¢ @ L

When the Hudson 8. Bay Company arrived in Hamilton '

Inlet, there ‘was" a small’Settler population already esta-

" blished, making use of several diverse ecological niches and
learning skills from the indigenous Inuit and Indian peopleso .'
" who occupied complementary littoral -and inland environments. :
: ":-,Th,e/ native population was prominent in the early years, but
as- time went by they were affected in: various ways by the
'_‘influx of Europeana. Smallpox had earlier wiped out most of
'the Inuit population .below Hamilton Inlet, and the _ estab—
‘.lishment of the uoravian missions at Bopedale and Nain dr B
the remainder of the population away fro‘m Hamilton Inle:f\\
JEEy It is' speculated that the Settlers' habit of marrying Inuit
_:v';romen depleted the" number of eligible wives for Inuit men in;
- the | soutlr 80, much that thia also became a reason for theg" )

f‘~~"""latter to migrate,north. : Blsner,‘ the Horavian missionary‘_'

.




Inlet,z commented on the- population of the

' long, there are to be found twenty-one fishermen 8 families,

L\

the interior increasingly as. the coast and Inlet waterwaysx,

‘ occupied by Settlers.'

s - and, at . the- outside,, not more than ten: families ’o£~

‘o to the summer, when they visited the trading posts., For'
‘ _ various reasons,, then, European contact with" these indi-u;

genous peoples had resulted in their retreat to <the north',

-~

F Esquimaux' (Elsner 1857:448). ;he Indian population kept to . .

became settled, and their visits to the coast became limited:f‘

3?f§ '3’:;.13‘ and -west, leaving the Central Labrador basin P edominantlyi"

~ . +his led to an unusual situation for the. Hudson’s . Bay
' B Company.. The‘ normal pattern for the Company to’ adopt when
" establishing a new.region was to import the management an!:
labour requirements for - its own posts and rely on. the‘local'
' population, usually Indians, to supply these posts with_u\
. furs.’ In Labrador this was almost impossible\{rom .the
”J'.-':‘ ::'_. outset because the indigenous pOpulation was .small - and had_"

largely withdrawn from the region.' mhose who did come out,"

» to the posts were not reliable fur suppliers partly because;:f

— —

they were not - readily attracted to the goods and services;.“'

offered by the,posts, at’ least not' sufficiently . to becowe»:.

dependent on suoh goods.. In the area to the north of Hamil-’

tote
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" ton.Inlet this was partly caused by the fact that they;ﬁouidf

=

‘:have to forsake hunting,cariboufiﬁ order to trap furs, since
,the:ecologicai areae"required for the tw activities uere
. very different.'.'Research on the Naskapi of the 'Barren
‘ Grounde' ehows how manipulation 'by, the. Hudson's Bay Cémpany
~ brought about dependence on trade " goods and reaulted in

‘starvation amongst the Indiane.ZG ‘The Budson 8 Bay COmpany

1; encouraged a. reliance on 'guns and ammunition 80 that the'

- Naskapi ‘had tg trap fur in return for. the ammunition they.

hneeded in order to hunt, and this eventually ied to a. pre-ﬂ” :

'chqrioue diviaion of time epent hunting in one area and trap-;.

d ‘,LR:ng in another. The Naskapi were left destitute when thew'

ribou migration path changed, taking the herds ,too far .:’

'.-away for the Indiane to reach.. Lookiﬁg through the post' "

| journais it becomes obvious that the Indians did not ini-

!
tially bring in much fur, and never became major fur 8up~'

i
Ty

-

.pliere:

.‘They [Indians] generally went. in the winter .and y
killed  a .sufficient number of- Beaver, .Otter, and ’
‘Marten in this track to purchase a. stock of neces-’
".sary. articles such as gquns, tobacco and ammuni-
tion;-and, after their return hither, in the fol- "2

- lowing summer, never . thought  of hunting a skin .
“until their necessities.  obliged. them to ‘start

again for the above mentioned: -posts [Kings Post on .

the North Shore of Quebec].... (extract of a -

letter from Nicol Finlayson, Hudeon 8. Bay Company. ,

. Factor .at Fort Chimo:1834). '

s The Hudaon 8 Bay COmpany, which wanted a more committed'”*

""trapping force, had to find alternative fur suppliers forl

their Labrador«posts,\and they turned to the Settler popula—";
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*L'¥j - . tion, which grew increasingly as retiring recruits choge to..
\..-. ‘ " § ) ' . ' ‘ ! ' \ Q"
remain and settle in the region. At the outset . there’ were

‘too- few Settlers to bring in many furs, and the Coupany Eﬁed

—

its own labourzforce to supply the posts uith}furs, cutting"‘

and maintaining traplines alorig the .river system:

~N
.

i Immediately after the business of the gsummer. asea-
. is closed by the departure of the vessel, gen-’
: , ly about the middle of - September, the men are . '
Y ' g % sent in: parties .of\ two- each, up the different’ ' ’ ,
Wike 0, rivers, to pass ‘the winter in’trapping martens and . 3,2
AL I other .animals; they live in small huts, warmed by P
- a ‘stove; their work consists in visiting : their . - .
s traps, keeping them free from show, -and in hunting : # -
- for a part of their subsistence......The men, on = B C N
. : S + leaving the main Post, are furnished with a cer-  -- .o
< v, : o .. 7 tealn quantity of ‘pork, . £lour, and’ ammunition; - . .+ - 7
. .+ .-~ .- . *vhich ‘is expected to last them until ,they return LI
. in',the spring, generally about the first or second
~_week in June (W.H.A. Davies l&AB 87 8)e

Y

~ .

However, it became much more economical if the labourers:' K
;;} ‘. | .ceqsed to be the responsibility of. the Hudson's Bay COmpany . '1,
5 | in a credit and debit system, and’ 80, unlike other parts of A‘i‘
" the ccntinent where it was actively discouraged, settrement~ R
- was encouraged here.» At . the end of -their five-year conr

tracts many of ‘the retiring recruits, rather‘thsn risk

returning to the poverty—stricken Orkneys,' settled fin the
. :.Aregion, thus‘ becoming the major fur suppliers for the Com-
R pany. . ‘f’ _'fj”, - | . s,» s, ft. :.I, ‘n 'h?

. 2

Settlers arriviga with the Hudson's Bay Company brought‘

e

some useful skills and trades.,- The Company necesaarilyig
't recruited metal-smiths, boatbuilders, bricklayers and othegs.

in order" to run %heir posts effectively, and some o£ these 3ﬂ:
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craftsmen were among those who settled. This did away ‘w‘ith
Q _the inefficient but otherwise unavoidable practise Of
' ‘ re:_:r:iting more costly skilled labour which could only be
fnlfy' used. periodically. Having resident craftemen in the
l_ocal pophlation meant that the Company could hire them eea-'-_
sonally as the need arose.  The case of Danie’]\' Campbell is
an exainple. 'He was hired by the H\{dson ) Bay Company ‘in.

LN
1845 ‘as' a ,.cooper, a trade that was essential to the tran—

. Brooks' daughter, Lydia, and became an independent trapper,

"when they needed one, as ‘his daughter Margaret describes in'.

— her diary: 'SOmetime in Harch, Mr. Smith [the Hudson'e Bay.

in "the ‘bay. He wanted him for a ‘month to get  some barrels

ready ° for the epring" (Baikie 1976 a1y . Lydia Campbell'

prepare. winter . clothing_ ‘for the recruits when they first

arrived. ( . o s " ) ' Y ow v

1 " B \' B % C‘ ) . ' ' .‘.‘

'I.‘he Budeon's Bay Company post at North West River was ;

' bstarted by . a group of - Orcadiane and Canadian827 under the

-

L auepicea of Simon McGillivray: '

".I'he ernor. and Committee have determined on
« - -meeting the oppoaition that has recently, been com- -
: .menced at Esquimaux Bay by Stuart: of Quebec,- act- .
ing,. it is. said, imself, and on behalf of -
' some people. ip Bdston, #hited states, with the
. view “of encroaching on our Trade with the Mingan
o Indiane and anticipating us in the occupation of

.sporting of salmon from the region. ',He later married

.'but he wae availablve to work as ar c00per for the Company .

N Company factor] sent for E’ather, for he was the only cooper |

" sister Hannah was also seaaonally employed by the Company to -
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the back country situated between Esquimaux and
Ungava Bays and to that end an expedition consist-
-ing 0f Mr McGillivray - the gentleman appointed to ;
the charge thereof - two clerks and twelve men is
to be fitted out this season with sufficient quan-
tity of Trading Goods, Provisiong® &c -which you
will forward as early in the Season as possible’
say in ‘the course of the month, of May in a vessel
to be chartered by Mr. James McKenzie. Of the
Servants to be employed on this expedition, ‘I am
desirous that four should be Orkney men and Eight
Canadians. The Orkney-men you can either get at
Mingan or in the Ring's Posts' [North Shore of Que-—
bec], of those to be brought out this season whose -
wages are . #l7 per ann. for five years, and the .
. Canadians, Middlemen or, common voyagers you will
engage if possible at ‘the. same wages for the term - -
. of 3 years., . It is  desirable a. good fisherman
should .be of the party; likewise one or two rough
'carpenters and a Blacksmith, and it will be neces-
saryr that the Expedition should be provided with
netts and Tools for the Tradesmen. (extract of a. -
‘letter from George Simpson to John Sievright, €Yam -
.Governor Simpson's Public Correspondence -Book. "No
1292; copy in the Provincial Archives). 28 o

ll‘he task of the firet recruita wae to conetruct the
building for the post in the face of the host:llftiea of the
other traders already estal,lished in the' region. . Comeau,
the North West River egent for the"poeton' trader Steeart,
9ave the early Hudson's Bay Company J recruits a difficult
time.  The Cqmpany 8 policy was to compete 'for vtrade‘ ,
directly w:!.th an opponent, and this :I.nvo.l.ved building a post:

upetream to the opponent :I.n order to capture the Indiane

f:l.rst as they came out of the :lnteriof. If the opponents

| retaliated by themaelves moving furtber upstrem, . the .

-

‘E;ludeon 8 Bay Company workers were expected to fo].low suit

until the Opponent conceded defeat. Apparently Comeau not

'only moved his. poets with ala rity but he also offered
'a]\cohol to' those Indians ‘whose trade he aought. 'rhe
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. Lock, who ‘was employed by Bird, and pu:chased
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Hudson's Bay Company did not allow the

alcohol to Indians at the time. It took a \onsi\derable time

to organise the'conetruction of post ~ bulld ngs \because of .

the fierce competition Comeau gave the Budqon's Bay Company‘

1

McGi livray was describing the expeditio voyage of

L

"men, and in low apiritst towards the end lff the summer,

disappointment t;hroughout" (extract £rom the Hudson" 8 ' Bay

Company journal ef Simon McGillivray 1836:8)% -

‘ .
¢

at . this t:lme. Joseph Bird of Forteau,: who came to Labrador

in 1816, was atill operating a salmon fishe L;})Kenimish '

the salw post; and the, winter\ house were sold to the
Hudaon s Bay Company for #40 soon after the la&:ter arrived.

Y . =
On his wap-to Hamilton Inlet, McGillivray met w?: a Captain
i

ness 1n the region through him-

A Brig (Hope) belonging to- Mr Bird of PForteau and
a French schooner cast anchor among us. This Mr.
Bird has.an estdablishment in Esqgx. Bay (called
‘* Kinimish......[I] m&de some arrangements wt.| Capt.
'Lock of the Hope (Agent for Mr., Bird) to ‘purchase

',g"; . Kinimish. He offers the Btemises for #40 CP( bug.

D muat f:l.rat see the place......(
b Purchased the stores and prenises about heg from' .
Capt. Locky agent for Mr. (Thos)- Bird of Forteau, . -
“for the sum of #40 Cy. for- which« I gave (him a
draft on the Hudson's Bay house in London.| There
f is a winter house also at Shabis- Kasho, halfway,
‘between this & Moolagen, which is inc.].uded n this -

o ba:gain. (HcGilJ.ivray 1836310-14) . J ! _

There were a number of small traders in amilton Inlet:

istribution of‘

L}

) and kept a w:lnter house in Shabia Kasho (Seba kachu) - Both .

rd‘-‘s busi- -

n
-
-
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Another trader in the region, Thomas Groves, was also wil-
ling to sell property to the Hudson's Bay Company. He géve
them a house at a place now called Grove's Point, 1in the

region of Goose Bay, and sold-them his shares in "a f£ine
~ ] L %

masted 1erge boat called the Race 'Horse" (McGillivray -

1836:4). - Groves, however, unl ike Bird, continued to trede'

in the region, his main post being at Tubb Harbour on:- the

coast.29° - L S !

~
a

It was prlmarily Donald Smith, factor ~at R:l.golet and

North West River f£rom 1848 until 1868, who was respons:l.ble .

for the development of an. efficient trapping and salmon

fishing economy. 2n Central Labrador under the aegis of the
Hudeon's Bay Company. - He had begun his career by - ;nanaging
the 'King'.s Posts' which were situated along t;he North Shore
of Quebec. 'éhortlf after hie .arrival . 1n° LabradoXx - becane
trader, and then £factor (-:ln 1852) of the /Central Labrador

posts. Under his management North West River became the

s .

regional centre, and the p’osé&,weﬁs 'expaﬁdedj;o include roads, :

gardens and a small number of livestock such . as".cartlé, ,

v ¥ s . * . ) € ‘_' .
“horses' and. chickens. The exWrer, Hallock, described the

effect of coming upon this 'farm'- in the middle of Labradors
- o é : . . . ; o .

Then the astonished ear is greeted with the lowing
_of cattle_and the bleeting of sheep on shoge; and "
in the rear of the agent's .house ,are ‘veritable-
barns, from whose open’ windows hangs fragrant
. new—mown hay; and & noisy cackle wit:hin is :pznous -
of = fresh~laid eggsl ' Surely Nature has  been
'remarkably . lavish here, or some. presiding’ denius, ‘
‘of * no ordinary enterprise and taste, has redeemed
the place- frmn dts.. wilderness desolationl | J,Boih

kLS
B

. -
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VLo
- are. true. The climate 15 much warmer here than
‘tpon the.coast, and there is a fair admixture of
. soil.  Donald ™mlexander Smith, the intelligent
Agent of the post, is a practicg} farmer, and, by
continued care and the employment of proper fer-
tilizing agents, succeeds in forcing to 'maturity,
- within the short summer season, mogt of the veget-
ables and grains produced in warmer latitudes. He
. . has geven acres under' cultivation,. of which a con-
. siderable portion is under glass. There are grow-
~ing turnips, pease, cucumbers, potatoea, pumpkins,
melons, cauliflowers, barley, "oats, etc.. Corn
will not ripen, nor even form upon:  the ear.
Before Smith's house is a flower-garden. - Here, °
too, is a carriage road two miles long (strange .
sight in this roadlesz country!), upon’ which the
agent betimes indulges in the luxury of a drive;
. for he has two horses which he' emplqys -upon - the
. farm. .. A bull, twelve cows, half a dozen sheep,
- goats,, fowls, and dogs gomprise his live-stock.
There .is no other place like Smith's in Labrador,
in all its area of 428,000 square miles! . (Charles
&4 'Hallock in Harper 8 Magazine, December 1861).

o

Smith's farm. provided ‘much of the food requirements of
the posts undeg his cdntrol. Host Hudson 8 Bay Company‘.*

poata had to rely»upon the annuql arrival of goods shipped

'gin at considerable . cost - from Britai § 1 Supplies of dried'
; goods such’ as floﬂr,\ rice, and eome dried fruit were -

’severely ;imited, and often preserved delicacies .were rancid

on arrival. Rather than allow the exigencies of ehipping to

‘.‘circumscribe the xdiet of his staff, Smgth was able to pro-‘f o
“ Jde freah 2 d 1ar1ed foodstnffs to supplement tbe Eﬁ}h and

.

~ wild meats ‘his men hunted. o'.l'here are numerous refe encee\in
- the post jougnale to the planting, tending and . harvesting\
) activitiea of the ﬁorth West River recruits.

¢ . “

Smith aIao fully exploited the salmon fiahery which hadﬂ~

been started by the early traders’suoh .as, Louis Fornel,
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Joseph Bird, 'rhomas Groves and the North Westers, Stewart
and Comeau. The increasing turnover at the posts as,he

developed the salmon fishery and other ({resources had the

"effect of drawing out and directing the qctivities of the

Inlet population, _s:l‘nce most ,0f the ‘population' became

.employed either directly or 'indirect'ly- by ‘the Hudson's Bay

Company. -Smith was an extremely enterprising man, but “the

stamina and work required by these e’nterprises were not -

altcgether appreciated by the Hudson '8 Bay Company: "We are

all sadly overworked here, our . business is increasing each

season, yet we have the same number of labourers and we are

" not expe,cted to\ inérease-our expenses.” (Smith 1856: extract

of“‘a letter from Rigolet). This situation. reflects the aLf-
ficulties that the Hudson's Bay Coxnpany were expsriencing in.

recrui tment.

1

: Smith was responsible for introducing to Labrador the .

: practise of canning salmon for "commercial retail. - This was -

. particularly insightful since commercial canning was a

recent innovation,' and it remained a successful industry

Coat

long after Smith's retirement from\the region.

«
W
oy

5 oy have worked like a slave’ since I have been here,

. and . 1ikeé yourself 1 am glad.to say that my "tough -
labours have been'‘'crowned with suctcess. The col-
lection of ..salmon at this post alone amounts. to

* «370 tierces against 95 sent to the: London , market.

' last outfit. .At -Cartwright, in, Sandwich Bay, .
there are Peady for shipment 360 “tierces; from .
these . two. places alone we ship 738, against 401 '
packages sent to._.London last year, -includ ng‘
Ungava‘® and other northern sections. If Un
does its quota, we should ship betweeén 11 and 20 ﬂ

P .
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~

tierces. .(Chief Factor,KP. W. Bell, writing in’ the
o ; Hudson's Bay Company Journal for North West River,
? 1864) . <
Tinsmithe, or 'tinmen’', became regular members of the par-
ties of recruits arriving annually at the Rigolet and North
West kivervpoets. " The introduction of canning nay have been
the major cause : of the growth\and euccess§Q£§the salmon
fiehery~in Labrador after Smith's arrival.

revious;y'
&

N there had been no way of transporting salmon’ the distances

required to reach large markets. . ’

-

Although émith must have demanded'a lot from'his men.in

ing 1abour from an ineufficiently large staff during theee-

*{ P . energiee to the Hamilton Inlet pop
" rudiments of medicine,w acted as Judge and arbiter in
N\\\\aieputee\and served as priest gin marriage and. haptism

cerenoniee for the Settler population, of whom, by this

his- posts and neafig,ail were working on some level foq'the

Company.. %

\ . . . .
2' Donald Smith ieft Labrador in 1868 for uon;real here

he became Governor of the ﬂudson's Bay Company (not. 1ong_

Lbrd Strathcona and Hount Royal.. The savings he accumulated.

4

during his ypare with the Budeon'e Bay COmpany, and the con-: .

tacte he made, both during hie visits to Hontreal and whilst

A. adding fishing and farming to their workloads, and in exact- ’

VR days of expansion, he alao gave a gr:if deal of his time and’

ace. He learnt the.f

time, a fair number had formerly been Orkney réoruite ﬁor‘

after the death of Sir George Simpeon), and later, the firet E

o~

.
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.he held off;ce there ae.GoveEnor‘of tne audeon'e‘ Bay -éom;

pany; efabled him to help finance the first trans-Canada

ratlway, for which he remains’ famous in. the history of

Canada. His sojoufn in Labrador certainly ref}ecte his

capacity as an unusuelli'industrioue and talented indivi-
v e + R

dual. Before his departure, Smith succeeded in putting
Labrador firmly on the Hﬂﬁpon'e B;} Company map, and by the

time he left there eas a thriving population of Settlers in -

Hamilton Inlet, with North West River undisputedly at ‘the

°

centre.

As ‘the .post developed and more recruits - became
b

Settlers, the main salmon fishing poste and traplineef"n
changed hands.: .&Whereas formerly they had . been run by'

Hudson' s Bay Company staff, now they were run by 1ndependent

Settlers. Reference ia made to Traverse Pine (Traye:epin).'

a trapline following‘ the" TraVerepin River, which\chenged:

_ hands from the Company to John Goudie and family .(and back
again when the " family decided to move no:th). Kenimiah, a

salmon fishingwpost, is aleo.mentioned.l Malcolm_uaclean and

Henry' Hay initially ran 'the poet’as Hudson's Bay Company

employees; and later inaependeﬁtly. 30

o’

The Blakee, Groves and Meshers of the pioneering period

were gradually eupplemented by uichelins, éoudiee, CAmp- .

bells, Baikies, HcLeans, Hontagues and 011vere ovet the next7

sixty ;yeare, as the COmpany B Orxney recruite ‘became

independent Settlersgl' Retiring Hudeon' Bay Company‘
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Hamiiton Inlet population from the. end -of the nineteenth

g society of a brown squaw to the severity of maritime discip—

_1line and the endearments of the’ civilised fair'31 = to an -

recruits were not only*responsiolelfor a major growtn in %he

-0

"‘71

century until the Depression, they were also. instrumental in -
shaping the Settlers! 1i£estyle in. ‘tﬁat period, primarily\~
through - example, . Davies' description of thé activities of
the Hudson's Bay Company workers (given above) soon became
the template for.the:Settle//seas nal-round, in which trap—
ping was the major activity. conomy of the Lq}e Mel-
ville. region changed £rom the seasonal fluctuation between

littoral fishing and inland orientations of the pioneer

4 i
' Settlers - the isolated families of 'frolicksome sailors who

prefer[ed] the freedom of a semi-barbarous 1life’ and t ]

i/

inland trapping orientation, and this eventually led to the
division of the Hamilton Inlet population. Some ,gravitated .L-f

to the coast and the cod fishery while others settled inland

around the trading posts and oscillated between “the summer

~

salmon fishery and winter trapping.‘ The Company became cen-

“tral to the existence of every Settler in the inland region,

“and trappingebecame a way of 1ife. : ; SR

A " , /,;/

L
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The Administrative Period;
The Transition to a Sedentary Lifestyle

* ® & b
/)

L ]

This section of the history chapter dealg' with the
transition that the community had to make from a eeaaonally
oriented trapping economy to a. year-round wage labour econ-

omy . The influence of\the Depteesion of the 19203 and 3bs

was wideepxead, and, in Labrador, the loss of fur markete.

T

meant that trapping was no 1onger a viable way of life. The

, faiiing.fur trade brought about a change in the economic
“- . " . . - g

-orientation 'of the'community. Several alternative forms of

employment arose ‘at the beginning of the twentieth centu:y,

'the most important from ' the ‘point’ of view of North Weet ’

;River being’ the International Grenfell Association. How-

\ever, environmental exploitation, such as mineral explora-‘

tion, logging,'and later,; . the harnessing of hydro-electric

er, also affected the community.

struction of ‘the . Airbaae at Gooee Bay, for much -of the

'change which had been precipitated by the Depresaion.‘ The-‘

' conetruction attracted people from all over Labrador, but

most of ‘the employeee who stayed for the duration of the

| roject came from the Settler communitiea in the region, and

not least .from North West River. Thue, North Weet River

*
increaeinglx) found - itself the focue of varioue activitiee,

'for which ‘it became the eervice and administrative centre.

. ¥
_— 7 pl g
e . .

The Second World War acted as a cataﬁ&a,/’with the conr‘
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The' different aspects of economic:and social change which_
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' for the best £t of the century, beginning with the Jour-

(1849) and Erland Erlandson.~ North West River became a

o ;' 1 adventure into the Labrador 'wilderness.' The’ Geological

~§urvey of Canada expedition, led by ‘Albert Low in 1393 94,

-

‘Settler population of. North West River, where he spent time

xS

while organising his: journey. 5-.~

e " . . ‘ % . E
i - ¢ : _ . »
2 <

i g . . Exploration of the Labrador interior had been going on -
neys made by E‘son 's Bay Company employees John McLean'

startrhg point for many of the voy es of exploration and :

Lg— was the first scientific survey undertaken of Labrador, and

\exploration. U P. Low s report (1896) of the geology'of"

}

‘have occurred during the present cen;ury will be discussed E

'undoubtedly had repercussions in the instigation of - miﬁerali"

'the Labrador peninsula gives some information about the’«

Expeditions were often of an adventurous rather than:,’

P;i o 'scientific nature, but served to draw attention ‘to the pros-‘

"pects that the Labrador interior offered., ‘In. 1903, a party
“of three men from the New York magazine‘thins set out from

Erom this point onwards it became common to emplqy North

o .

North West %iver.‘ The expedition proved to be ‘fatal for the.
'”leader, Leonidas Bubbard.' This was partly because the groupf”‘
o had not included a local guide, and the men lost their ‘way.,




. B

West River trappers as guides on expeditions inland, 'and;g
this proved to be a 1ucrative alternative to trapping for.
,some men. _The expedition was successfully completed by
Hubbard's wife Mina, who raced Hubbard's. companion, Dillon
Wallace, to complete the journey in the summer of 1905 32
Mina Hubbard's account of her . journey (1968) suppliedv
greater knowledge of the terrain.she\trhvelled through than
had “previously béen available, other expeditions followed.’ .
Elliot Merrick accompanied A group of North Wes Riverf,gl
Gtrappers up the Hamilton River to their traplines aid\spept

the season trapping with John Michelin in the 'Height~ oq

C Land. : Be recounts the adventures he. had with the ttapperﬂ';r'7}?t
in his book Irne North (1933) The Finnish 9°°9F&pher,~rl3")”

rvaino Tannery carried out a geographical survqy of tha.
Labrador peninsula in 1937, and completed an extensive two-
volume account of Labrador 8 customs and geography in 1944.

In.1951, Mernick's companion, John Michelin, was a member of
>

b another expedition into the Labrador interior, accompanying‘ )

another Settler, John' s cousin Leslie Michefin,i and two~-
A_journalists for the thignal Ggggxgphig ugggzing The ﬁim,

of this expedition was to photograph the journey to Chur-’rz
chill Ealls,' which the men made in aluminum canoes over‘v

white water rapids, for the magaa}ne (1951). '

4‘\'
z

Following Low, various teams of scientists travelled
‘ inland in search of minerals,: and’ in 1953 the British

Newfoundland Corporation (Brinco or Brinex) made its head—




‘guarters‘ in North West River 33 The Settlers who had given . -
up trapping, many of whom had accompanied earlier expedi-
tions, were now: employed as prospectors and field guides for
reconnaissance worh; Prospecting in some ways: compensated
,‘for the loss of the: trapping lifestyle, because it had begun
‘while trapping was still the predominant way of life and rit
built upop the bush skills .and knowledge that the Settlers_
ihad amassed ducing . their years as trappers. It was .also
‘seasonal,: as opposed to the types of emplqyment that began

'appearing with the construction of the Goose Bay Airbase ahd
\gthe operations of ‘the International Grenfell Association in

' TfNorth West River. This seasonality gave - ‘the Settlers some'_‘

'Atime in which to trap and hunt, and, as prospecting occurred:

hs in order to facilitate the various
-

spectors were able to carry on some winter.

N

during the summer mo;,

'surveys, many py
trapping. \

-

| After the initial prospecting. much o ~ the inland

resource development has qccurred without signi cant. effect
. on the Central Labrador pOpula on, with the exception of
‘fChurchill Falls. - Few people moved to western Labrador in'n"
*search of work; there most of the ‘ employees are from the
island of Newfoundland.‘ The Churchill Falls project, how-“.”
”ever, flooded an aArea more than half the size of. ﬁake

»Ontario and destrqyed a vast hunting anéftrapping area. The

L Indians and Settlers who lost traplines, hunting territoriesi'z

'7_aq§ equipment still have’ bitter memories of this develop—

< i "
L B N
f
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ment, and many are loath to trust, further development in

Labrador. Little good came"togéabrador fromsthie hydro- N
electric'project, sincelyirtually tbe entire seven million | ?;?
‘horsepower output,is controlled by Hydro Quebec; which pays |

less than cost price to Newfoundland.

. o .
. . N b : . +

\Th%CGoose Bay Airbase, built during tbe"latter part of

{

the Second World'War (in'1941)}'brought air‘transportation
and direct communication with the outaide world to Labrador .
in the "space of a few months.‘ The impact of this was far-_
- ’ . reaching, and the transition from one economy to another was :
| not always smooth anﬂ.painless for the inhabitants of Cen—ift"“‘
};fu, . f;' tral Labrador. North Weetygiver Settlere remember the tranr o %;}
N fsition £rom trapping to wagg.labour vividly.f The decline in_' ‘ﬁif
trapping had left the Sett}ers in desperate need of economic | :i{
security, ‘and dn alternative source of income was essential. R
\): ‘ . While prospecting employed some of the men for some - of" the‘
o | 'time, developments like the Airbase‘oﬁfered reliable full- :
“4 * time employment -for. a large number of people. ~ The tranai-
tion, then, was -both welcomed and regrettedt However,_
) except for causing the relocation of ~part of - the Settler |
‘ population, work on the Airbase and other forms oftbOnetruc-- ;:féé
tion and maintenance based. in Happy Valley-Gooae Bay have‘, '

not been as significant in the development of North West

River social structure as has the growth and decline, of ,the_/,,:7f[;
s - RS T

.International Grenfell Association.34 , . L L
“ | R




Begun by a visit paid 'to the Labrador fishery ;h 1891
by Frencin)J; Hopwood, a member of the British Board oﬁ -
Trade and of the Council of the Royal Netional Mission o Lo
Deep Sea Pishermen, the International Grenfell As ociation |
) as an institution grew to- dominate the life of Central
stredor “for the next eighty years. Because of his experi- -
epce and success. with the deep sea fishermen inhﬂthe North ,
_See, |Wilfred Grenfell was given the task of surveying the
:Tneed for medical-end epiritual services among the ' fishermen.
} who visited Labrador in the Bummer. -In 1892, he visited in
\:'the capacity of a Royal National _Mission doctor,' reating

fsaa people in that season. ‘Returning to England'via ét.' o
. John 8 in his ship the 'Prinee Albert, Grenfell ‘met with’ f'i'éi
‘verious st. John s businessmen and merchants who encouraged | B
him to come back the‘next/year in order to continue with his- "~
- work: - In return, he-wes able to elicit their rinanciel'sup-

port for this new bra ch of the Royal Mission to the Deep

Sea Fishermen, and E began Grenfell's career as the guid—
ing light and cherismetic leader of the International Gren—

r 5 o [} z , - '
fell Association. - - L. ~

/

. -Iwo hospitals were built in Labrador during the follow—
"ing two yeers, with mpney reised from St. John 8 companies.
:,The first of these was built in 1893 at"’ Battle Harbour byi
.converting a house provided by Mr. W. B. Grieve, with money’

,provided"by Baine Johnston and Compeny. The second hospi- . ;.i}ﬁ

tel,_ sponsored by Job Brothers, wes built at Indien Herbour,e"‘
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in 1894. It\an be seen,by_the locationaof these premises,

and the mandate of the parent organisation that the Interna-

~tional Grenfell Association was primarily concerned with the

' welfare of the 'floater' population, or those attracted by

the Labrador fishery. The Miesion s dealings with the
igland and native populations did not come until later. The
English doctor, Harry Paddon, perceived the need for thé_
presence of a _hospital and medical staff throughout the
whole year, to supplement the limited capacity of the two.
sunmer stations. During the winter, he moved inland from
his summer base at Indian Harbour in order to make use of

facility provided in Mud Lake.' In 19&5, the small hoapital“

'at Mud,Lake was nfoved to a cottage hospital 'which .had been

built in North West River, t o K

Grenfell was an extremely charismatic _character, and
the International Grenfell Association reflects his per-
sonality in its structure and’ recruiting patterns. 'If an

order in the way. Grenfell perceived his Labrador Mission may

. be inﬁerred from his actiohs, he“was first an. evangelicai

s%?ialist...,' _(Kehne@y 11985:13).' Grenfell did not, how-
ever, describe his calling to Labrador as at'all altruistics

Some of " older frienda have thought that my
decision to go [to Labrador) %as made under strong
religious excitement, and . in response to . some

.deep—-seated conviction that material sacrifices or
physical discomforts commended one to God. X-
must, however, disclaim all _such lofty motives. I
have always believed that the Good Samaritan went
“across the road to the wounded man just because he
wanted to. * I do not believe that he felt any




- 8l -

sacrifice or fear in the matter. If he did, I
know very well that I did not. On the contrary,
there 'is everything about such a venture to -
attract my type of mind, and making preparatipns
for the 1long voyage .was an unmitigated delight
(Grenfell 1919:114). %
5 Y

But he also had decisive ideas about the profession he ‘had
chosen.'h "It is not given to every member of our profession
to enjoy the knowledge that he alone stands between the
helpless and suffering, and death' (Grenfell 1919 122).,

: Grenfell had a compassion and admiration for his
charges which did - not disguise_ a paternalistic»outlook,
describing them as both 'the Vikings of today, ‘ and merry

'little people' who-“' o Ky “ e "

]

_%:wf Whilst a resoutceful and kindly, hardy .and. hospit-

=" 'able people...s.. [they] are a reactionary people

in matters of religion and: education....Christians

of a . devout and simple faith. The superstitions

still found among them are -attribytable 'to the

. remoténess .of the country f:ogs;geyourrent of the
.-, world's thought.... (Grenfell, :142) '

and the Intetnational Grenfell Association developed with a -
‘Btrong element of paternalism.. This prevented the Settlers '
~_from wresting much conttol from- the institutions which

shaped their lives for nearly seventy years.

\\

Although the Royal National Mission to Deep Sea Fisher-
men tried to maintain control of its fledgling mission in
xsabrador, the International Grenfell Association increas-
: ingly' ‘oame‘ under the sole jurisdiction of Grenfell.
.'Finally. after ‘seversl altercations with his superiors,<

4Grenfell left his position in the Royal National Mission in
"’ 4. . \' v .
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order to devote his undivided attention to the Mission in
Labrador.” Such was his personality- that he was able to
B

attract the attention and the financial support of many

wealthy families and concerns on both sides of the Atlantic.

. L}

Grenfell gradually spent less time as a doctor ' and

spiritual guide in Labrador‘than he did touring in America,
Canada and. Britain. Here, he coaxed the money needed to run

the Mission £from . sympathetic audiences _of wealthy upper

class people. "Hospitals,' Grenfell-once4 said, “are ‘beat

' run, we believe, everywhere,*not by government departmenta,

but by philanthropic bodies. " (Grenfell' 1902:119)_.Qn his )

_tours, Grenfell met with.the‘SOns #nd daughters of business-

men and aristocrats, and with young people who were in‘medi-.

cal 'and other ‘vocational training. He made-recruits frop

-

these people, and a. steady stream of ypiunteera appeared at

- the Interpational Grenfell Association stations in Labrador

during the summer. Helping the Grenfell Mission in Labrador . '

soon became an adventure sought by numerohs medicalhetudentg

and volunteers £rom America and Britain. - For these

recruits,‘ the experience' of liying in an. ~adventurous -

:environment was paramount among their reasons for be ~ in

Labrador. | Although they often worked hard, and to good

effect, this transient population created rifts “in the'

social  structures, of the communities where they-stayed. The
L

staff and summer volunteers of the International Grenfell‘:'

'Association added signifiéantlyu\to the outsider and elite'

s
.

won
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~ community. As Kennedy explains-with,referenceyto Grenfell

-q _4‘.
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Bubcultures whicg were dévelop'ing‘in North West River.
" ! ‘ .
Grenfell also freguently helped the people he came into

direct contact with in Labrador and Newfoundland. In one of

[ 44

his autobiographies, he Jdescribes a relationship he main~

ained with a boy he had ‘ﬁound as an orphan, who .later

" became a long-standing employee of the Association. The man 3
. . . A, .

earnéd ‘the title of !the Hission's own\Admirable Crighton

" and jack of all trades, _~and his descendants were s8till

employed by the International Grenfell Association in 1979.
family which had fallen.nn bad times in Nain were moved to

-

North West Rfmer by Grenfell, where the father and subse--
quently several - of the sons. acquired JObB with ‘the Interna-i
tional Grenfell Association. Likewise, descendants of one "
_ of the first administrators of the North West ‘River hospi- .

tal, who came from Newfoundland, .are —still employed asf

administrative staff today. -

‘ T‘L_ ih International Grenfell Association, ‘then, -was .-
’ responsihle for another influx of . %a?ple to North West

River.' With the’ exception of the ' summer volunteers,= who

were themselves overwhelmingly from upper class families and
| B
often had some professional training, the majority of the

International Grenfell Association staff arriving in the
\’

cqnmunity were professionals. Their advanced education and

training, and their position as administrators, kept them in

sition of superiority in the - social structure ‘of ‘the

]
...1

-

.
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staff_elsewhereg . ~

¢

"International . Grenfell Association . WOPs
[volunteers] "and salaried staff often sponsored
activities which ‘they might. e called social
development. These- 1included '“founding 1local
chapters of boy scouts'and girl guides, offering
night' classes and hosting "social evenings." At
such social evenings, Grenfell sataff advertised
that they would be . "at home" and welcome local
guests. Visiting Nurse Anna Jones' description of
one such evening at Battle Harbour illustrates the
cultural distance between the affluent, educated .
and probably boisterous Grenfell staff and the shy
.and subdued local p0pu1ati§n. Jones writes:

"We found the people had idea of "taking part' L
: . . -inany games, The first half of the evening was .

o - spent by.the staff's strenuous and solitary parti-

: ~ = cipation in games, such as "Going to Jerusalem",

and ang,'ThrOQ, the Towel",, to the silent -and
solemn’ astonishment of the audience. After con-
siderable urging and actual shoving and pulling a -

small .group were persuaded to take part; and to  ° *

our joy, and probably for the first time in""their
lives, -lost themselveg compl etely with hilarious
laughter in the game."
Appreciating the diffidence and timidity sti1l
characteristic of the local people, I suspect the
: “*hilarious laughter" Jones triumphantly witnessed
g E ¢ - was prompted as much by the nervous tension and

¢ ) ‘~\\\ by the games themselves.... These accounts pro-—-
- -vide some ‘insight into the essentially colonial
' "character ' of the Grenfell venture, the well-
intentioned though patronizing perspective of
Grenfell staff and the ability of Settlers to
~ accommodate each summer's. influx of these edu-
cated, energetic yet impatient representatives of
Gesellschaft." (gennedy‘1985=§g-22) '

Grenfell's involvement‘ih'Labnador took,hiu beyond fthel
. provisicq; ofe"medicafieeruices‘to attempts ‘at improving the
'e . , living.srahda ds cf'the 1B¢a1 population. ‘severel- of . 51;
- o f’schemes~}for velopment were successful. He supervised the

-reintroduction £ agriculture (which had declined _somewhat

‘,after Donaid Smilth's departure) by creating farms and market .

social ambiguities of such a staged spectacle ae\\\"‘« 7i‘
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gardene, and the provision of 'education through Soerding

schools, and . he developed, and found markets for, a local

| " handicraft industry. His attempte to establish co-

e . operatives to lessen the dependence of Settlers upon meg-
f' __ chants, to introduce Saami reindeer herders with a ‘herd of'
| reindeer in order 'to teach animal husbandry to tne local
populatlon; and to introduce fur\tarme at Carctwright, were

i

not eo~euccessful. Despite the enormous effort involved in .

@

implementing many of these operations*(both gﬁcceseful and

i L

" ) - unsucceeeful),‘ the Settlers never became more thah\afri-
'pherally involved in the management and control of them. In.

“ , ‘ each caee, professionally trained and. skilled workers were :
Faty " brought in from. outside to manege the experiments and ad;inclgfx(T"‘

(S,
149

ister _the eervices. ‘The- Newfoundle d Museum s 1986 exhibi—

tion o£ Grenfell Handicrafts, eup emietically entitled

"2 ) 'Helping Ourselves, eptly 11 ustrated the 'extrinsic and;
:;“"-'-. '2 b colonial...neture' (Kennedy 2) oi\ Grenfell'e philanthropic_-
o ' experimentSa. The uieeion hired ettiete\and craft teechere,:""‘
f;“‘. w .ifron onteide. he thén trained local creftepeople 'anﬁ!‘pror'

duced deeigne'forftnem.to'copy;

. SRR The North West River cottage hoepital became Ehe Inter—‘ ’ ';‘ﬂ

national Grenfell Association'e medical centre for northern

. ‘ Labrador, including the indigenoua populations who ~had’ “‘f
3’3t Rl first: been ignored by. the Mission. But the aoquisition of . .-

the American,rorces' Melville Hoepital in’ Goose ‘Bay during

the 19783 had alleviated the need for eervices from the

v g = B i
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. North West River hospital, and é’ majority 'of the. immigrant
Newfoundland population 1in'Happy Valley-Goose Bay now used |
the Helvil)/ﬂospital. At the time it closed in 83, the

. hospital was run predominantly by outside proﬁessional‘s and
by Newfoundlandend Settler auxiliary stafr who served -the
indigenous patients. The paternalism w.ith' which the Inter- -

'ional Grenfell Association was administerad had 'pé:-

- - colated down from the professionals who ran the hospital and s

| o/ther facilities, to the staff, and the Settlers had- becomo
brokers'35 between the Migsion's elite ‘and -their patient-

Llients. . A large number of North West River inhabitants hads«

PR

become dependent on ‘the hospital and related institutions ‘
for the provision of jobs by the time the: Mission withdrwf';
from the community. | Ninety jobs were lost immediately when .

the hospital closed, and several more were expected to be

. lost during the ensuing withdrawal of services £rom the com- e

muni ty .

4 B3

At its heyday as the base of the International Grenfell -
Association; North' West River‘was a hive. of .activit;‘r, its
.' numbers swelled with transient clients for the services pro-' '
'. vided by schools, boarding homes, and hospital.- The pres- &
ence of these temporary inhabitants boosted the local s\er-i . g
'vice economYc. \ﬁwch aq grocery stores and snack bars. At , ‘, W
the same time, the sociaJ. atructure that the International... |
3 Grenfell Kssociation brought with it inadvertently crystal-, R
lised the' rift-between_ outsiders and. Settlers: -along _the -

“

N i %
v < .‘ 8
L
. .
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lines of skilled and unskilled labour.

¢

Despite!a long history of 'European " contact, Central
Labrador has been slow in developing and is sti\l sparsely
'populated.' Even so, it has seen eeveral‘changee in economio
1: . N orientation. A depreesion in the Newfoundland fishery,
o o cJGQed largely by . the disruption of seaways during. the
Napoleonic and American wars, resulted in the transference'

of sever ercantile bueineeaea from Newfoundland to Labra-

& 'dor., The fixst few pioneer Settlers to arrive ‘in’Labrador
- represented the northern tip of a crest of emigration fromfl:“
-Europe,; which ‘Wah. precipitated by the’ agricultural enclo--'.“'_,,.g_;;1
.“,euree and the.Industrial Revolution and//ﬂach reached Labra— | |
h‘\dor \ae a’ result of the depression in the fiehery.‘ The sub-
.aie. seconomy which the pioneer’ Settlers developed in';
Lab::g made ,use of \several ecological niches in the * B }‘-
region. but. with the arrival of the Hudeon 8 Bay Company,
trapping became _the focal economy for _North West River
§ettlere. Settlement in. Labrador was encouraged by . the,
Hudeon 8 Bay Company, and thie resulted in a'substantial
addition to the original pioneer population over the . next
1hundred yeare. Scientific exploration of the Labrador inte-
‘rior durinérthe twentieth century opened the way for minerali

exploitation,\ and an airbaae was built at Goose Bay towarda

R the end of the Second World War. The International Grentell'-" o

hesociation arrived' on. the coast of Labrador in 1897; and’
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began centring its activities in North West River - in 1915.

A "It increasingly influenced the economic and eocial life of :
T7:<:;1- ) the community, especially after the_-Depression. brought an
. end to the trapping economy, and caused yet another change

-

in the community's economic orientation. o

North West River is again in a -state 'of'-flux.’ The
transition to a sedentary life style, which spread over the
space of a generation, has left the younger membgrs of the

;;!: i ) , community with limitfd knowledge of the bush environment or

| - bush occupations. The Town Council and the local develop—

' ment corpora,tion (Mokami Development Corporation) are plan—
ning, and reviewing suggestions for, alternative economic ‘\

activities in the ,region. Fellowing the formation of the

,Nati_ Association of Newfoundland arnd ‘Labrador - in 1974, the o
‘ indigenous groups in Labrador have made remarkable initical o fﬁé
rogress, and Labrador Indians now have their own political -y
- 'organisation,-_ the - Naakapi—Montagnaia " Innu- Association
(NMIA) , through which they are negotiating a land claims
settlement with the Pederal Government. The Indians of - Cen- .
*2\ : .' itral Labrador have also peceded from' the municipality of - ;~5
. . North ‘West . River, and they formed their own municipal com-
o munity of Sheshatshit in 1879, -

]
R . A i N b = 2 a
T L : mhe growth of political activity among the Indians has
h S .
g . ' precipitated a flurry of - self-reflective activities Lmong
'the local North West River politicians, who are attempting

_to. strengthen Settler, and community, identities. Settler
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4 . pe.rce‘pt:lons of Indj_,‘gl‘a/Settle; relations have also beep. °
' affected'f by the desire to "'develop a sti‘:onger cultur—al iden- i
R ‘ tity. In the enauing discussion, by Juxtapoa:l.ng the percep- -
" . ' tj.ons Settle: ‘have of themselves with the per\eptions they _".“"
: ‘ " have;of Indians I hope to show howﬁe‘t_t:_lers choose to select e
elements of their pasts' in constructing a“ un:lque Settler '
) identity, and also to illustrate how complex Sett.‘l.e: iden—

" tity has become.
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ENDNOTES - *

I 4

Copieﬂ of the ledgers and papers of both companiea are
kept in the Provincial Archives, *

Thomas Hickson's account of his visit first appeared in
the Hesleyan Methodist Magazine™ 1825, and has since
been reprinted in Arminius-Young: QOne Hundred Yearas - of
Mission Work in the Wilds of Labrador (London: Arthur
H. gtockwell, Ltd) 1931, vhich is the source I have
Mse ° ‘ ' '

Reith Matthewsama.tm of the Hest of Engliand -
Newfoundland Fishery, unpublished PhD thesis, Univer-
sity of Oxford 1968(a) and;. The Weat Country Merchants
Newfoundl and Historical society Lec-

The exact meaning of the term ‘planter' is disputed,-
Some accept it to mean the men who popul ated the fish-
ing stations in winter, whereas other assume it- .refers
to the owners of the stations. However, planter is the

" term used in documents quoted in Gosling to describe

the men who over-wintered on the coast (Bee Gosling,’

R

‘Matthews(1968b) notes that those (merchants who were
.among the first to enter the fishery were, almost

exclusively, those who remained at ' the end. These long
established and comparatively stable family businesses .
had also become closely related by  intermarriage as -
well as sharing a common geograph cal base in the Old
World. . :

Possibly such names as Davia, or Davies, and Wiliiams
came out at this time. : . .

For -example, Mesher comes from Méréier or Messier, a
Channel 1Islands name probably from St. Hellier, where
vessels .callted regularly., ¢ c

Anong these would be the B;akes‘, qubmﬂeids, -Bhep-

<. .pards, and Groves., : o, & ®

' Book numbex: one. of the Hudson's Bay Company Journals in

the collection}of papers compiled by P. T. McGrath and
housed in. the Public archives, St. John's.

. Personal communicatfon, 1984.

. ’ ‘ '
Patrick Bailey. The Ialﬂnd an.i.ﬂat Orkney (Newton '
Abbott: David and - gharles) 1971, Eric L:I.nklaterz
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13.

14,

17.
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Qrknexa Shetland: Historical, Geographical,
Social md Scenic ﬂu:m (London: Robert Hale) 1965,,
and John'Shearer (et al.): The New Orkney Book (London:
Thomas Nelson and Sons) 1967, all cover recent history
comprehensively, but without depth. Ernest Marwick:
'Journey From Serfdom,' Unpubl ished manuscript (Orkney
Archives, Rirkwall) gives a more detailed account.

Extracts from the Hudson's Bay Company Journals for
North West River and Rigolet: 1834-1918,. compiled by
Sir Patrick McGrath for the Labrador Boundary Dispute,
and kept: in the: Provincial Archives, St:. John's. -

sTradera vere in charge of one or two neighbouring

posts, whereas factors were in charge of districts with
several posts, "which were individually run by the

. traders. .

Accordin‘g'to Goidring, {:he Indians in Ruperts Land were
especially sensitive. to claass differendes, and often
refused to deal with ordinary servants in their trading

~ transactions.

Their position as spokeemen may also have been because\
blacksmiths were more often recruited from urban rather
than rural areas where they were more likely t% have
had the benefit of some education. )

The Stromness well is recorded as- having suppli,ed water
to .Captain Cook's vessels in 1780 and Franklin's ships
in 1845 as .well as the Hudson's Bay Company ships from
1678 to 1891. The well was sealed in 1932, long after
the ships had ceased to visit Stromness for either men

~ or water. :

Clouston says the first ship came in 1690, and Goldring
mentions that the first man was hired in 1701.

Nicka has calculated that it cost between $40-68 to buy
a smallholding (with the livestock and other expenses)
in Orkney at that time, and:

- "Tradesmen were able to save more in a shorter period

of time than labourers; and both could accumulate capi-
tal more rapidly as wage rates rose in the early

‘nineteenth century. Labourers in the first two cohorts

(betveen before 1798 and up to 1884) had to work for
elght years before their savings exceeded #60. Those
in the third cohort(1884-21) could put by as much

-within four years.  Tradesmén...from the f£first two
-cohorts could save.over #65 in their first five years

and those in the third cohort as much as #1090 :l.n the
same period' (p.121) . ;

y.
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19. 1In 1799 there were 538 men in Canada with the Hudson's -
Bay Company,  four out of five were Orcadians (Shearer
et., al. 1967:64). In 1868, approximately 390 out . of
498 men eiployed by the Hudson's Bay Company, were. from
Orkney (Nicks 1986:102). An estimated 2,000 men were
employed by Hudson's Bay Company around 1821, before
the amalgamation-of the Hudson's Bay Company with- the
North West Company (Goldring 1982:12) by which time
less than 4#% were Orcadian. (Nicks 1986:1982).

P

20, I have used two complementary studies for the following
infoymation.  Nicks' study covers.the period between

, 1798 and 1821, which is before amalgamation, and con- N

: & centrates on the recruitment of Orkneymen from the par-

S -~~~ ish of Orphir.  Goldring's study covers the period

between 1821 and 1900, which is after amalgamation, and

deals with recruitment for Rupert'e Land.

21. " A large proportion of the recruits were the eldest sur—_
. * viving ‘sons .in a family; however, younger brothers were
' often recruited several years efter their brothers had
signed up.- , .
-’ 3 A
N R - The term Canadian, when used in Hudson's Bay Company .
: historical documents, refers to French speaking
'couriers .du bois,' who were recruited in Lower Canada.

"'23. Categories such as boatbuilder, fisherman and . mechanic -
were used in this way, allowing for a change in tltle
but not necessarily a change in dutiee. . :

L A 24. Nicks describes three types of recr,uit- hort-stay of
' 8-9 years, long-stay of 15 years, and cateer employees
who stayed for 27-29 years on average, Most workers
stay for eight or nine years, which is beXween one and
- two contract periods. However, this pattern was esta-
‘blished- before amalgamation, and ‘may well have been
, different after 1821. .
13, J Z

25, Two French Canadians who found their way to the North
West River post in the 1834s, and a Norwegian recruit
- who arrived in the 1850s are possible*examples . of the

Company' s recruiting experiments, "

;264 " Alan Cooke: 'L* Independence des Naskapis et le Cari-
.. bou,' in -Recherches Amerindiennes au Quebec vol. IX,
nos. 1-2, pp.99-163, 1979 (reprinted :I.n English by the.
.Centre for Northern Studies, HcGill University, Mont-
o . real, Quebec) :
. : Georg Henriksen: Hunters in fhe Barrens: The Naskapi on
" Lhe of the White Man's Horld (St. John's: msti- x
) tute of SOcial and Bconomic Reeearch) 1973.-
“, Y ' i . ’ , i

¥
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27, The term Canadian used here probably refers to one-time ~°
North West Company, employees who were recruited from
= Lower Canada. The Canadians filled the role of voy-
\1 agers, -or middlemen, - the canoeists on the inland voy-
' ,ages which were made in order to transport goods and
men between posts. a '

28. The list of names of employees at the North West River
post (for 1836, recorded in the Hudsop's Bay Company
journal for that year,. are as follows: James .Brownley,-
John Clouston, William Craigie, James Delday, Bazile
Dulic, James Jr.-and-Ignace McKay, ' Isaac and Gaspard .

. Martin, George, Charles-and Alexander McKenzie, Simon

_—Jr. quillivray, Jean Nolin, Henri and William Pinet; "
William Sinclair, William Sullivan, Benjamin St.:

- . George,” Charles Tranquil, and John Voy. Therggmre more.

than twelve men listed, and more than four of"¥he names
could be classified as Orcadian. -William and Henri— -
Pinet were. mentioned by McGillivray as being Settlers
who were hired by the .Company (probably as common
- ~dabourers) from the region of Rigolet. . :

td

29, <Thomas Bird's' business, established by his. father
(Joseph) in 1816, "was.based in Forteau, where he was
one of the major traders for the cod fishery. Groves,
likewise, probably intended to commit his efforts
full-time to the¢ -fishery. These men . were more’

R interested in the fishery than the fur trade, and had
# .. possibly extended their activities,K to Hamilton 1Inlet
. ~for a few seasons in order to try salmon. fishing.

30, Malcolm Maclean was_involved in a dispute with. the
: Hudson's -Bay . Company over fishing -rights at Kenimish
sometime during the 18888, in which the Company wanted
: to bar him from netting the river. As he was an -
A ’ independent Settler by that time, who was “~supplied by
‘ ~ the Hudson's Bay Company in return for part of his
: catch, the Company had no grounds on which to. prevent
him from fishing at the post. - He retained his right to
fish at Kenimish, where the McLean fam:lly still fishes -
.. today.) s _» g
31, John Mchiean, quoted in W. §S. Wallace: John 'a\
‘ ﬁg.tgno.fnmmrmx.enammmmnnsim'
. , m Territory (Toronto: The Champlain Society) 1932,

32, ‘Both Wallace and Hubbard 'give accounts of their jour-

. ,. neys through Labrador: Mrs. Leonidas Hubbard: A Woman's

- Hay Through Unknown Labrador (New York: The McClure

- Company) ~ 1968, and Dillon Wallace: The Lure of the
- - . Labradox Wild (Toronto: Hodder and Stoughton) 1915,

e s
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P. Smith l( 8 written an account of the development of

the Labrador interior.- Brinco: ‘The Story of Churchill
Falls (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart) 1975 -

There are numerous sourcea of 1nformation about: the
International Grenfell Association, both from the point
of view of the activities it undertook, and from that
of the people who undertook the?e activities. Grenfell
himself was a copious writer, with several autobiogra-
phies and descriptions of his Mission's place in Labra-
dor society to his name. I have used Grenfell's auto-
biographies . to provide an insjght into-Grenfell's per-
sonality and the concerns which led him to establish a
branch of the Royal Mission to the Deep Sea Fishermen
in Labrador: .

Wilfred 'Thomason Grenfell, A an:.n.dm: Dactor: Anl‘.Q.b.in.G:_
raphy of Wilfred TIhomason Grenfell (Boston and New
York: Houghton Mifflin Company) 1919 and, Forty Years
For Labrador (Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin
Company) 1932, :

T ‘Lennox_Kerr's biography gives details of - " Grenfell's

“1life from a different perspective: Wilfred

Grenfell:
iij.a Life and Works (New York: Dodd, Mead and Company)
959. -
The operations of the International Grenfell Associa-
tion have been selectively documented in the Mission's

journal, ‘Among Lhe Deep Fishers. This -gives .

insight into the people who ran the hoepitals and nurs-
ing stations, as well as .describing- their activities

and reporting on the progress of various projects.
Secondary sources of information “about the Interna-
tional Grenfell Association which have been used here
are: -

John Charles Kennedy: 'Communit:y Development in Labra-
dor: The Grenfell Experiment,'. unpubl ished manusceipt,
Memorial ‘University of Newfoundland 1985. .

-and, Janet Moores' 'The Life and Death of the Grenfell

Association in North West River, Labrador,' unpubl ished
undergraduate paper, Memorial University of Newfound-
land, 1985,

My own experiences as a voluntary worker for the Inter-
national Grenfell Association in 1974-75 and 1976-77
also furnish some of t:he insights.

The term 'b:oker' was first used by Robert Peine in his
essay "A Theory of Patronage and Brokerage" (in-Patrons

- and Brokers in the Eastern Arctic, 1976). For a full

/
33,
34, °
ﬁ : -
'-;"‘
) ’/—‘ h
) /
35.
K

explanatiop .of the term, I refer the reader to this

book, I am using the term to summarise the negotiative’

middleman position. that the Settlers found themselves
in as administrators and providers of services to other
(indigenous) groups.
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-Chapter Three- .
GEOGRAPHICAL ORIEN;I'ATION TO THE COMMUNITY

* * % L 9
The aim of this chapter is to give a geographical
/_ . orientation to the history of settlexpent in the Lake Mel-
\ g _l-ville area and the development of North West River as a com—

munity. The‘ geographical pattern of early sett:lement was“
shaped by the requirements of a population with a sub-
siatence economy, and the \eocial networks and kin groups
4which developed did so in conj unction with these ecological -
S L. oonetraints,_. <'rhe ch.apter‘ _f_irsf. e:gaminescthe distribution-of
; .- - wtbe_'égﬁly ZSettlers with. regaxis(_tg__ecological constraints and
how these helped to affect ‘the’ development of eocial net—

works, . Secondly, the chapter examinee, the sp_atial organisa-_ .

~ tion of the present . day cq'xpmunity" of t‘ior:th'Weist':'Ri'ver, -and

how tbie reflects both the earlier geograé!;icali distribution

of the_pp’pulet;on'and'- the social structure in the commuxiity.: | ; ,’:
::;1:151 séttlement in Hamilton Inlet was sc'a'ttesred, as '_

.. - the 'petterxi of . eeasonei sgbve_i'et:en‘ce-actiiy‘i‘t_:ies required a

LT i\\;mber of home beeesjfbr eaéh femily,“ spread. 'Setween' the’

coaa{: gnd 'the 'inte"rior.' ALl of the home bases had to be

M o "" aituated near the water, as the mej or means of transporta—- -.

L B tion was along ivat:erwaye bot.h in summer. and in winter.,- 'rhe
typea of subsiatence—-acttvity that these pioneer Settlera

‘twere involved in also called for territo:iee in which to

UL e

!
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f harvest, and so families baeed themselves at considerable .

vdi‘stances from one another in o_rder to maintain areas’ of‘

almost exclusive harvesting. This\ was true for both .summer

fishing',' in which one or two families f.iahed from a summer .

settlement, such as Smokey in. Groaswater Bay, and winter

trapging, in which traplines led inland from the home baae

vof a family.l A tavourite site for a home base was a small

tiver mouth, ot which there are many along the northern

A shore of Lake Melville (see MppA2: Dispersed Settlement in

<

een. . the Lake Melville Re_gio_n). ‘ . . :

-

'rhis aistribution 1imited the opportunity that any fam-. Rk
ily had of social contact with other familiec, and neigh—
" bours, often aeveral milea apart, were the only inhabitants
to be' sought out for social visits or help. Sorne conatraint L
on the formationﬂ of social structureg was _inev'itable, :and =
the constraint can bé seen in several ways. ‘Both.genealogi-_ . ‘
cal data and the recorded diarie’a.of these- early. _Bettlera -
> show, in ditferent ways, the effect of ge‘ographical distri-
bution oh' thé ‘development of s‘ociai structures. Whereas the
diaries describe how the social activitiea of the Parly
' Settlers were often geographically curtailed, ganealogical B
- ‘ | data is evigence of the 1imiting effect of geographical dis— '
! | tribution, and ‘a numerically. small population, on tne forma-

tion of kin groups. ’ ' . { '
. ) . B i
— .

. £ An important social activity was that of visiting, as "_
| Lydia Campbell describes in her diarys - ) o
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Since I.laat wrote in this book I have beeén what
the people calls cruising about hear (sic).. I
have been visiting some of my‘friends all’ though -
scattered far apart, with .my snow-shoes and axe on
‘my shoulders. ' The nearest house 'to this place is
bout” five miles up a. beautiful river, and then
{hrough the woods, what the French calls a
rtage....it is what I calls pretty. Many is the
time that I have been going with dogs and
komatik...up to North West River to the Hon.
Donald A. Smith and family to. keep New Ye or
+Easter....I have visited last month, on my way up
to Sebaskachu, a mountain near by, up .to see my
dear old sister, Hannah Meshlin,....My husband and
me went up to see him (Hannah's husband), or them.
* Was .not they glad to see the oldest couple in the
bay besides themselves. We driving with two dogs
.-rand  komatik, that was ten miles from them.
-(Lydia Campbell 1894:14-15).

_ Settlers showed great hospiteiitj to- those who. visited on

their way around the bay, and visiting in itself was treated‘
as a festive event. The time expenditure that visiting‘
entailed both made visiting a valued activity and limited -
the numbe: of people to-whom visits coiild easily be paid.

The term 'c:uieing' is still in use today to describe'a~

‘ looeely etructured form .of visiting.2 Several such visits

are carried out consecutively, with some - fd’h of refreshment

}

given at most stops (although the nature of - this is related_“'

to the time ‘of day it heppens to be). 'Cruising' has both

.’ seasdnal and more regular aspecte to it. Cruieinb.vas ‘most

frequently done on Sundays. Since subsistence work and com='

merce were religiously prohibited on that day, Sunday after-
noons were fairly‘reguleriy apent visiting neighbours -around -

the’beye in eny pertitulen‘locelity. - The dispersed .membére

of family groups, divided'up through marriage and the need

tb space themselves at.a distance for -harvesting purposes,
. ' - Y

- ' s,
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- often gathered ,at"their ‘parental home on Sundays and for,

; ' o :
othér, more seasonal, celebrations.

S

-There were also qccasions when more widely dispersed--
Settlers could meet in larger groups.’ . Settlers often .
encountered one another in their movements when the change

/
) from one.type of'seasonal activity.to anotKer involved -mov-.

K

" ing hetween Bases, as they vere nsually“traoelling: in' the

same direction. At such ‘times it was possible to arrange to

travel in the company of -other Settlers. ) Moving from the

L

‘coastal region to the interior or vice versa .would involve

-

trading the season's catch, and, with the establ ishment - of -
the thsbn*s Bay Company post at North West River, seasdnal.
‘visits to the post to sell and buy goods rovided .the oppor- .

- “tunity ‘for \get—togethers. " The staff and factor of the
Hudson's Bay Company often planned to entertain Settlers on-

) certain seasonal occasions such as' Christmae, or the end of

the trapping or fishing seasons. Except fdt these seasonal

) occasions for socializing, most’ Settlers were restricted in

. their visiting,,

~ . )

Early genealogical data (family trees, birth and _mar= .

4.riageo records) show that . geographical 1ocation trequently
'circumscribed the formation of. kin relationships. The pat-

i'tern of inheritance customarily practised by the Settlers in i

)

Labrador was ultimogeniture, in which the youngest son, who
~,was usually the last son to remain at home, becam‘ tha‘heir:

-and was expected to look after his aging parents wvhen he
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.inherited the ‘home, traplines and fishing berths. Tnie

practise meant that at least a part of the same family had

: been as ociated with a particular location over many genera—.'

tions, blut that each family had also divided - and moved to

' new 'lotatidns with ‘each generation, thus forming a pattern

of family links and extensions along the lake shore. Eligii‘
ble. marriage partnera were limited to a small, acattered.

pogelation, where movement‘%as constralined by time; distance.

o vand a rugged environment, and sd liaisons between' neighbour-

ing families often developed into kin-based social - groupe.

The aeeociftion of particular families with particular loca-~

tions is recorded in the: many small graveyards scattered

‘a10ng the ahore of Lake Helville, vhere a preponderance of

one or two family namee suggests that the site was the home'-"

of one particular family. deay many Settlers keep a cabin

"at the site ¢f their family s original ho‘!‘where they fre-

quently spend weekende or longer holiaays during‘which they

hunt and trap. R ‘
. o k %

. C e w \ .
Increased deéeloyment'in the region, whin culminated
d . | < "

with .the ’arrival of the Airbase at Goose Bay, graduallyl

brought about centralisation and when settlement in the Lake

Melville "region - ‘became centralised,' the =eocial patterns

~

. which had developed earlier were, to,h some extent, tran-

splanted into the community of North West River. The.degree

to which these early eocial and kinrbased groups are

rel")ant in the social etructuring of North Weét River today

\ o .



A will be examined below.

R L4 .

- The ltown of North West River is built on a  series of
sand spits, formed by moraines whioh*diviae Lake Meiviile
from Grand Lake and the inland river system of the Naskapi,

.

L Susan and Beaver rivers. Each moraine 1is breached by the
/ the beginning of Little Lake, and the second breach causes a
constriction in the river, carﬁed the 'Narrows, wherq .the"

town of North West River is situated

N ' '
North West River gradually became a settlement as fami-

\ lies moved there to make better use of.the'facilities'

International Grenfell Association.' As- we ‘have seen, North',
West’ River figst became the regional centre for the fur
trade, and later the administrative and service centre £or'

the Ihternational Grenfell Association. The Budson's Bax

‘Eompany post at Rigolet (the neighbouring'community to the ' -
: east) and Dicky's Lumber Company at Mud Lake (the neighbour-

W o - ing Settler commupi ty to the south) haq also_attracted fami-
“ . 1ies from around the Inlet. ‘Most people,L however, movedu

. ;' - from their isolated homes tq find work when Goose: Ba Air-'

| | base was constructed. Each of these phases of devalopment'

o k (Budson‘s Bay COmpany, International Grenfell Association,

‘attraoted new« mers.

North West River 3 The first breach forms the .'Rspidsl- at e

afforded by the Hudson s Bay Company post, and later, by the - -

l ‘ " and Goose BaylAirbase), besides causing oentralisation, also
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T The town of North West River is divided into a series
‘of sections (see Map 3: Residential " Areas in North West
’River) which,‘to some extentf mirror the earlier distribu-
‘ : Ition of the inhabitants along the shores of Hamilton Inlét.
T ; L Water was still the focus of the Settlers' basically sub-
| | sistence economy,~ and. formed the main means of travel, by"
~ boat in the summer ‘and by ice in the winter. For theae rea-
sons, early settlement in North West River occurred along
,i the shoteiine.~‘The-Hudson 8 pr Company built its post at
vthe"harrows "and from. thisipoint‘the town~is‘divided into
'Upalong’', which'is,the'part‘of -the shore ‘going upstream -
Ofrom- the post, and. 'Downalong', which is the'psrt‘oflthe\ ol W)
shore going downst:eamiftom the. post; Downalong is a term |
used to diffe:entiate the rest of the town from: Upalong, but
’ "-is itself divided. up ‘into a number of sections. The
o5 "Beach' the 'Eskimo Bnd', and 'Baikie 8 Point' are all con-
| sidered to be ‘part of "bownalong. : In addition, the term
"“} Idli gpwnalong gan also refer more specrfically to the' stretch
"'of road (or rgver bank) which runs directly behind the .
\"Hudson's Bay COmpany buildings, between the point where the

2 . ) '~‘jhbridge has been'constructed and 'Baikie 8 Point,' " ‘»=

The east end of thectown fnces east along the length of
. | | Lake Helville. This part of tgpctown, known. as - the Beach,~'
< ( - ,:is an extension of the:'Lake Melville shore and terminates at -
- 7j a point in the sand spit c,lled Powderhouse Point, or more:x

B ~,‘recsntly. Baikie's Point, because that is where most: members
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of the Baikie family live.. Along this stretch of the anore s
there are Settlers who once lived around the- northern edge '

of Lake Melville, between the present site of North West

' River and the town . of Rigolet.~ The Grovea, Campbella. '
"Chaulks, Whites and Baikies all 1ived at river moutha auch -
as SebaskgahL North West Islands, Mulligan,. Pearl River.'

" and at a small cove called Lowlands (aee Map 2)., -

' r L .

The fEakimo End' of-town was built in 1959 ﬁto ‘house
fi&e Inuit 'familiés who. werefbeing'resettlodifromiﬂabron.
Nutak and Sagalek in the north. Itflies"bohindﬁﬁﬁhe- Beach
area,' and terminates at a amall Moravian church building, )

erected to serve the new inhabitants. I 2 g

Along the south—facing'edge of the sand apit, between

Powderhouse Point and - the Narrows, there are familiea who

had ogiginnlly aettled across Lake Helvilie on the southern

. .[. shore of the lake, at‘places like" Kenimish and Kenamu, where

they ran- the salmon fishery for the Hudson's Bay Company. _:'

‘o
r

Upstream from' the Hudson's”Bay Combany'post there - are

i familifs who ﬁad trapped from river mouths flowing into the x
' Hamilton‘Riyer or on one of the Grand Lake rivera. of theaot
families, the Blakes and the Montegues had had houses on

either ‘side of the Rapida, and' the Hichelin family had '

trapped from Traverspiﬂe, on the Hamilton River syatom (see ;'

.

% naga '
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. The centre of the town grew around the site of the old
7. m. -Hudson's Bay Company post.. This is where the.new Hudson's
| fBey COmpeny store is built, the . old post buildings being
‘;meintained for storage and warehousing. The store managerr
‘f lives on en adjacent plot of lend. The. Internationel Grenr:’

*fell Associetion acquired land next to the Hudson s Bay Com— 9

LY

‘pany area for its hospitel. Extensions -were periodically‘

E ] . . 'edded to the original hospital structure, and new facilities'

' ::were built on the plot of land that was used ‘by the Interna— L

tional Grenfell Associption. ‘The Hissfon 8- activities,

; 'including children s homes and’ housing for hospital staff,‘
'.took up a lerge area in the centre of the town. Now}'since o
'the closure of the hospital in 1983, ”these buildings are

‘ fgreduelly coming under the jurisdiction of the town council‘.

' for community use. . o ke w

Land grants were issued to briuate individuals in .1959}w

fbg 'the_ Deoertnent‘ of 'Crpwn‘:iends{ after the Airhase was -

S ‘.buift(et ‘Hapoy Velley-éoose Bay. 'iLend was grented é!E!b
T g Settiers who were alreedy occupying it. These early grants
"‘were sizeeble enough to subdivide when the children of theh
“hoceupiers formed independéﬂt householde, and- the sons and,
*deughters of the originel owner were often given a section
-, of ‘the land for their own use in building a house. In other

:caees, femilies .who were linked through marriage ‘often .

shered lend. All the land around the shore edge was tekent

- eerly in this period, end since then has only swepped hends iy e

.
A i
Y ' : e
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through kin‘-grousz In'this way, the original land grants
were broken up into smaller holdings, and the social group[

o g living on each land grant was kin—based (see Hap 3). A o

In sum, the dispersed settlement pattern is repeated on .
several 1evels in the community of . North West River.. Not' “

. only do the sections of town mirror an earlier geographica1;'”

= 3

distribution, “but within each section, the'already esta-.
’ blished kinrbased groups are perpetuated. To begin with,
families moved from scattered settlements to particular '
_areas of the town, so that the sections of the town roughly
correspond to an earlier scﬁttered settlement pattern. Fam-
. ilies who were neighbours when they lived spread. along the
- shores of Hamilton Inlet are still neighbours inwtown. Bach
L section of town, then, is inhabited by families . from the{..
_ same part of the Inlet, ho have also become linked through
A% Ty Y preferential marriage. The sections in town represenq, kinr.
N j"': . based groups.  And the subdivision of land grants amongst
: 5 | family members subsequent to their settlement "has per-' A
petuated this pattern.d S T T s

" The physical dimensions of the town have helped to per-
petuate a’ segregation between the sections. A plan of . the
town (see. Map 3) shows that each section is ibuilt along a
pathway which leads to’ the central area, where the store,
clinic and bridge are$situated., In" ‘the normal course ofz;
events there is little reason to go from one part of town to

|'T another unless it is specifically to ‘}isit friends.' T?e;
, LA - I

w
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varioua aectione ~of. town resemble street communities.“A'-’

member ‘of one such community ‘may not know the place of

",residence of eomeone from another part of town, or be. ay are

L

oi houslng deve10pments at the other end of town.z Friends

may be vieited in other parts of tcwn, but, for various rea—i
- sons which will be explored later, friendships. have always

“.had a tendency to develop in relation to already esta—

blished’ kinship and geographical patterns, and since the
families of friends have been 1ike1y to 1ive in the same

- part of town as t}e friends, there haa seldom been reason to

" wvisit other parts. The geogg?phical and social division is“ '

particularly marked with regard to Upalong and Downalong.

. Upalong 1lies upstream .of‘ the centre of town, whereas the

rest of town is‘domnstream of the centre, and;“ae] l' have

¢

. A \ e P Y . :
said, thsre'have been féw kinship 1inks established between

'¥~community membera liying in these two ‘sections of town.4 It

has’ often been the case that those who marry out - of one area

into another have lost close contact with -the kin they hav;

, = left behind.,, N, L e e

~li£e; they have arrived (and are ‘still arriving) at apecific,
ftimes to fill specific needs in.the community as the . latteri

developed..} We, have. seen: that the Hudaon 5‘“ay Company

Abrought Orcadiana to the area during the fur trade, many of
whom stayed on after their contracts were completed. Like—l

wiae, the International Grenfell Association attracted peo—

-Hye . L)

. gk .+ G -
W, e TN Loear e
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Newcomere5 are a recurrent feature of Hamilton Inlet

7
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ple to the town. The International Grenfell Association
employed most of its professional staff Irom outside the
community; ‘and although many of these specialists were only—
u‘temporary residents, a number of families and individuals
1have stayed in the community. International Grenfell Asso—
ciation employees were often given houéing on part of the

Association 8. land grant, and 80- have become members of a’

town centre subcommunity.

Houeyer, because of population pressuresf these pat-
‘=terns are being disrupted, and contemporary North West River
residents are seeing many changes in ghe community 8 'tradi-
tional  social  and geographical patterns. The original land
grants are now fully occupied and children born in the third
R : .generation ‘after these land grants were made are forced to.
look elseuhere for land on which_to build-their homes. Land

close to the rest of the family I; sought uhereyer‘posaibie;..

. but this isjincreasingiy.becoming full.also. Now grants to -

. - Crown Lands are made through the town council, and new areas

-are being prepared by the council to meet the request for, e

e . land grants. The gsw deuelopment areas gre removed from the - g:p
shoreline and the size of a grant is sudz:ble for one housa - f‘

'oniy. This has ruptured the. kin-based pattern of the town's
geography. These areas-are not geographical extansiona of .
;f’ ‘ ‘;‘l_ _' the- areas already in,existence, and.so far, have. not bocoma‘ .
iﬂi “' : extensions.of kin'groups; eitherrlfidentificatfon‘ulth lparkh‘.‘\ffua
| A ticular 'suh-éroups“ id\ the;community~has weakenad with the
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move inshore.a‘ln relation.to theukinfbased sub—communities

'LthatﬂhadjdevelOped previously,'the new_residential areas are - . -

-

<~

_beconing 'no man's lands.'- —

-
L}

| Some of the buildings ‘erected by the ofhternational
. Grenfell Association are now being used to house community
offices and a clinic, but others. are -unoccupied.v The ‘ *ifg
"'Hudson's Bay Company retains' and uses the original post - | t
buildings, theestore building and ayhouse on a plot of land -;,'g
for the store manager . and - family." Bfinco (the’ British |
nhewfoundland Corporation) withdrew its activities grom “the
community concurrently:with the,international Grenfell Asso-
ciation, and it Has also left buildings. unoccupied in * the g
- town, The construction, in. 1979,'\bf the bridge, which
crosses the river and enters town just to the west of the
‘lHudson 8 Bay . Company area, has . curtailed the activities
which were once associated with more co-operative methods of
crossing the river (to be discussed further in Chapter .
fSeven). The slackening pace has meant - that there is a
.:quietness \owing to inactivity .in this once busy centrar
area. t . Y\ A | g
. ow T .
Recently the town council . upgraded the community 8
roads - from snowmobile paths to wider gravelled roads - in
“.order é; keep up with the development of the paved road to ’ fma’;
~ Goose Bay\and the bridge which give outside vehicles access '
to the community. In conneotion with tﬁo upgrading,_ they

named and signposted ail of the community s roads and paths.

" N
i
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Whe:eas, before, each-section of t he town. Qhe known by a

1ocal name such as Downalong. these terma are falling gradu- -
ally into disuse while the ro&d‘hames are ‘increasingly used. .
At the same time the town is spreading into. newly developed'

residential areas which cannot be categorieed ag belonging

.

'elthei' t{/“Upaldrb or to Downalong. This diffiéulty with.
ng

categoris, springs as muéh from the natune of the social

groups téat occupy the new areas as it does from a .geograph-

ical problem, and the earlier pattérn of social networks is

graduallyibeing eroded.
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‘one of the developing communities of Mud Lake' or
West River whilst the trapper worked from a main cabin“;

.to . th€ part of .the
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"ENDNOTES , g

Later, as the traplines’ spread further along the main
inland river systems, the families spent the winter ag
North

at the" beginning of his fur path. | s

It refers to visits. paid by groups of family members on
“'_other families at home. . o

The North West.River is a term seldom used, but fefers
river system which' collects the

above-mentioned rivers and feeds them into Lake Mel-
d Villec 2 . =
" The estabiishmeﬁt of kin groupe is the topic of the

following chapter.
To be dealé'with'in detail in the next-chapter.
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-Chapter Four-

KITH AND KIN: f :
“The Analyais of’ Kinahip Patterns ¢
in North West River and their Effect on
the Formation of the 01dtimer-Newcomer-Outaider
Social Character Continuum

(4
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This chapter begins by usinéh.genealogical, info;hation

to explore the formation of kin-groups in ‘North WeetZRive}.l

and then goes on to describe the development of the tolati- ¢

mer' social character in-relation to the social éharacters

of 'newcomer' and 'outsider.'
-

<

The social character of "ldtimer' is built “upon . the

ability to trece descent to- the first pioneer SQttlers to
arrive in Hamilton Inlet,aend is JBed by all members \of

'long-eatablished familiea, regardless of the person's ag¥

The claim of descent from one of the pionee: famibdes has

two implications for Settler identity. Firstly, the origi-

nal Eur0pean Settlers in Hamilton Inlet married Inuit, so to

claim descent th:eugh th?ee families implies netive stetus.

Secondly, the original settlera represent the beginning ofl'
-European settlement hiétory in the region, 80 the claim of
Hdesceﬁt is- also . a claim to superiorl hietorical association
‘with the regton. The political use of supenior hietorical
aseociation with the region ig Bimila: to the politicel eee-°
.ofv-!occupation ainc/( time immemorial' used by . indigenouz

?;pobulations-in the P ocess ofuclaiming‘land ffpm_theaveaoral

]
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arid ‘Provincial<'ébvernments. }drhe’ clsim‘is that a group's 41
right\tg exercise rights and- privileges in :Sn' erea grows
proportionally g}th the length of time that group can claim
to have been associeted with the area. . The concept of 'old—? i
timer,' then, is stmilar to the concept of aboriginal un the . P
eyes of the Settlers. Indians and Inuit gain prior -rights i.;
through <claiming to be the aboriginal descendents of the
region, who have occupied Labrador since 't<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>