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_ Abstract *

.
1 . . .

° Thisi Study was .designed to gather information on

' .the leisure reading habits and interesta of junior high

-school students in the province of Newfoundland The

population surveyed was randomly selected from four

«

‘Newfoundland School Boa.rds considered to bé representative

. 1.

~of the Newfoundland school population. 'I‘he 'queat\ionnﬂre

method was used to collect the necessary *information from "

- the students and one hundred percent return was achie,ved.
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Resul,ts ahowed‘ that a'high percentage of the students-

surveyed enjoyed meading in thel leisure time,although girls_

_were nore likely than were boys to read for enjoyment. Al-

[
though there were ‘some, interests common to both sexes, there

was a marked difference between reading choices of\boys angd

o4
girls.,

. Both boys and girls indicated 'a strong interest in
my stery/adventure stories and storiés about young people.
With respect to the genres, girls reported a preference for

novels and hoys a preference for short stories. Poetry
4

was of little interest to either sex. Both sexes preferred

fiction to fact, prose to poetry, plays to essays and-.naga-

zines to newspapers.

The students reported that the greatest .detﬁ‘rents

to their leisure reading were lac:'k_ of.time and the lack of

interesting booka._ The books on the supplementery reading
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"‘j"'iist were not widely xead by t_he,.,,'students”of 'eith.er' Bex.

| 'The'_b'o"c.'vk'.é. tit?l_e and the influence of movies-and. télevision

) Lowd .
were the two greatest influences on students' choices in

)
v

. .
books.
/l

-

- A':x‘i'm_nbgr of recommendations for_improvement in the

leisure reading prS’g;‘ams in Newfoundland areipresented as

a result of'the'éénclvt.;;‘i'bria__._reached"?;i\n this study .
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CHAPTER 1

THE NATURE OF THE STUDY

L

B Introduction
D— 1
Theé deVelopment of a reading habit based —~—
. on a love of réading may well-be the most '
= .+ important contribution the schooi can 3
' i

make to the student's education.
L e e hY

All educators involved in secondary education would
agree on ‘both the importance of reading ability in coping with
school supjects and’ the importance. 6f reading for enjoyment.

o
and information,: Most would also agree that there is a serious

ix

discrepancy between what the exlsting high school reading

s ey R ,,__

levels areland what these levels should\Qei\

’Research shows—Ehat\not only are some high school
.'qraduates unable to deal successfully with a world steeped in
print, but that many students are unable to cope with the -
content areas that depend heavily on print. Unabie to cope
with the’ required material,.a substantial number of students
‘bebome.frustrated and resort to ‘asocial behavior, many even-

tualiy‘joining the ranks'of-the dropouts. Although it is

* known. that for nunlerous reasons good readers also drop out of

.school, experience shows that those}who have difficulty in '

school because of reading’problems are much more likely to do so.

. : . o T
. a
e

}George Norvell, The Reading Interests of Young People
" (East Lanaﬁng, Michigan: Michigan State University Press,
1973), p.. 3. 8

e st i ot st 3 rapn v e e o ¥n | e



S

Educatorslrecognize that children are individuals and .

that no two are exactly alike. Children differ physically,
emotionally, psychologically and in their background of ex-
periences. As children move up the grades thesg differences
become more and more_pronounced, sO that any heterogeneously
grouped high school class. may contain students of any_given
combination,of traits. And yet, becanse of. the pressures of
eubject teaching, it is,at the high schoolslevel_that‘teachers
Qery often_tend to forget this principle of individual dif-
ferences and treat the class as a single unit. High school
teachers generally use only those boo&s“prescribed by thb/
Department of EdnCation. They orten expect addlescents to
react to the samevbopﬁs, nou/as indivfﬁﬁal;: but as a group.’
Not only do- they expect:this of a singlehclass, theg often
expect 1t of every class year after year. However, anthofi;
ties in/the field of children s 1iterature point out the 'many
differences as well as,the similarities between chil@ren and
their interests in the Junior high grades. - e

Writers and researchers in the area of children s

literature stress the importance of children's interests in

.determining a literature program and.in selecting bookS'for'

libraries and classrooms. -As Johnston and Shores write:
. " L r 3 ~

- (]
. . PO}

Few would hold that children's interests
~ or verbally expressed needs should serve
. as the sole or even primary foundation
" for the curriculum, but many wisely
* maintain that knowledge of what interests '
youth or what youth says it wants is
-* needed by professional educators as an

L]

[

. s
.t .
. R .
: - LR ARt A L [ e i L I S T B
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' . In agreement with this” idea, McCord writes that:.

essential tool in the-continual task of - 2
updating and improving methods of teaching.

i
e

; - Carlsen3 supports -this statement in emphasizing the

-

-importance of interest when he says that adolescents will

.
¢

attempt to read very difficult books if they are interested

but will reject- even the-simplest if the books are boring to.

. .

them.
' Far from advocating'that anything ‘goes or that as

long as children read it doesn t matter what, Carlsen main-

tains that-

) .
’ -
“

... our problem in gquiding teen-age readers

-is one of knowing the stages, being ready

with the right suggestions when one stage .
is ending and another about to begin, and . - -
recognizing that each stage is but a rung on I
' the ladder toward the truly cultivated human : o

. being.4 N

M

«+. we must help the student develop interests
- ’ through reading, but we must also be willing

oo to accept his interests at a particular-‘moment
and’ help him f£ind materials which fit those .

interests.> o
' ' )

. , v
"Reading and Reference:

' ’ ' 2C. Johnston and J. Shores,
Reading Interests of

Interests of Junjor High Students"”,

T Children and Young Adults, ed. Jean Spealman Kyoth (Methuchen,.

Inc., 1970), p. 157.

New -Jersey: The Scarecrow Press,

3G Robert Carlsen, Books and The Teen-Age Reader
Harper and Row, 1967), p. 32. o

(New York:

4Ibid., p. 33. e .

. 5C -McCord, "Developing An Effective ‘Reader:

* Development of Lifetime Readiny§ Habits, eds. D. Dietrich and
V. Matthews (Newark, Delaware: International Reading Association,

1969), p- 26. o

Secondary“

"




Our objective, ae‘educétors,iis|not to get all the
students in our classes to read the same book- or:selection
of books;ﬂbut to get them to read’a wide range of good bboks;
Educators need to provide for their-students as meny-reading

opportunities and experiences as possihle and to ensure that.

: their reading experiences are enjoyable ones. Children need

to be exposed to a great deal of ‘good literature over a period

‘n~’ <

'of time, since both interest and appreciation are develogmentel,

The selection of books should be based on a sound knowledge

.

of the learning process, the growth and development of children,

. éhd the interests of'the children themselves. It is important

.that the literature program be balanced and that it include

‘1ong reading hahits:

" all of the genres. It is critical that educators start with

Ta

.the children's interests in an attempt to expand these inter-

' ésts, stimulate appreciation for literature and develop life-

|
|
|

) Statement of the Problem

T—— .

It is generally agreed among authorities‘thgt it*is_

' will want to read and will find reading an enjoyable and
h

‘.number of high school studentS/and graduates. are unable to

the‘respcnsibility of the schools not only to teach‘students )

how to read, but to do so in such a way that those students

i;)

rewarding experience. There is in the literature, however,

an abundance of evidence to support the belief that a large

o

read at the expected level. Indeed, many are indifferent




4

to reading'while a significant number have a negative atti-

. tude and actively dislike to read.

4 . B
)
. -

If, as such evidence suggests, reading standardsi

e ST

are low and adolescents lose interest im reading following o
_' h janior high school, perhaps the root_of the prcbiem can be
found 'in the reading experiences provided,by_the schools.
. ;

Numerous‘educators have studied and. documented the important

L L c ~’

: relationship between children ] interests and their success . . -
k \ 'nin reading. There emerges from the literature a strong sug-
}' gestion that one of the reasons:ggr the lack of ability to
" LT - . read and the lack of interest jin reading on the part of high
school students and graduates is the lack of consistency
- : between what children are interested in and what they are
given (to read. i
This study is concerned then, with investigating
the reading. interests of grades seven and eight students
and the extent to which such interests are beinhg stimulated

T and maintained by the present supplementary reading list -

and the school programs in existence.

Purpose of the Study

“This investigation will seek to obtain information ..

" © on the following six points:
v S 1. The amount and quality of .the independent or
leisure reading of grades seven apd eight

‘ : . ' ' students in the province of Newfoundland.
o . X ! ;
' |

L
r
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seven,. and eight students in Newfoundland

The reading interests and habits ofagrades

The extent to which the supplementary reading

list is meeting these interests.,
The extent to which school and classroom

1ibraries are meeting these interests.

—

‘ The effects of the factors of age, sex and

":

grade upon reading interests.-

The extent to which T.V.

reading.'

' ‘

'
N
-

"“ N

[ A

Significance of the Study

v

A

B A

A

.influenceg students’

Information obtained in this study should be valuable.

literature program by making them aware of the types of

¥,

material that ‘their students are interested in-A

2,

reading list for grades seven anﬁ eight, "

- 4
L

3.

. ﬁ

¢

4

—

in revising and expanding the supplementary

\}

LN
»

SR

)

in establishing a sound starting pgrnt in’

"y

-!building and extending classroom libraries for leisure"

rqading;-

¥

.4-4

te

-

&
. a

selection for both libratians and teachers,
§

5.

\

in providing an important source Bf booﬁ
",

N

T
I
+

-

r

LN

A

.1, in helping those responsible for. imp&ovingnthe ’

el

. .
'x

in contributing to the ongoing efforts to improve

4
education in Newfoundland by providing a basis for selecting'

materials of interest to students in Junior high schooiwi\."
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_regarding the scope and ltmitations of this study.

S
¢

chosen from four School Boards,

' K
) )1. o
« . : ) ' =,
* Lot "F: _' .
) ¥ o . 7
P [ . e -, . ) \ . ' B
' Scope and Limitations of the study o S .
' B T s ' L
B - - .

i
.

The reader should bear in miﬁd the following points 't

(

1. Since the sample for investigation was randomlya

" . \

¥..
including both\urban and

e

'gural communities, it is. considered to be representative of

the grades:seven ‘and eight,pppulationvin the proyince of

Newfoundland, "and generallzations.are therefore applicable to

t -
|

~ g
M 0 .
s - N N

that population. 'ﬂﬁi

2. Since the supplementary reading list is common

to grades seven and eight, the grade seven students may have
- .

been ‘at ‘a disadvantage in rating the books..AWhile the grade

eight students had begn exposed to’ the books for almost two .

. AN
times - . o o s
3. This study is limited by the inherent problems
of the questionnaire method r Since it was administered—in - i

v Y

the classroom,

3

it may have been influenced.by the. school -

setting to the extent that the sincerity and’ spontaneity,

‘ e

with which studénts answered questions may have been negatively

‘e 5> v o4
affecﬁed. : - o CL, . -
. ~ . - : W e .
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2~years, the grade seven students' exposure was only half that -
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- + +Overview of the Study &
LA ‘ S S . . i
" This investigation and its results are reported in 5L",

five chapters«c Chapter 1 has discussed the problem being T
‘ 1y
studied. the purpose of the study, its significance, scope

N and limitatione. Chapter 11 will present a review of the . - k
literature releted tQ_the problemr _ | '" )
dﬁ5~ : Chapter III*will discuss the methodology &nd design. ' ’
d%--~ It will expl&in the choice of grades, the: design and function = -
"f?: . of . the survey inetrument, the sampling procedure, and the e

.m§, colleéctien and analysis of data. . - ) ~~1'-fﬁ; :
'“;f}'d_e" - <A presentation and'discussion of the_data;coilectéd L ;
?'J : fromjstudent queetionnaireS'will be given in Chspter 1Iv. E
i

‘Chapter V will summarize the findings of the study
and report the implications of these findings. Suggestions

for improvement in the reading programs will be '‘offered.
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b A review of the literature related to reading interests
reyeals an abundance of research and discussion on the subject.

For the purposes of this study- it was decided to concentrate

-ron that 1iteratqre concerned- with the importance of establishing

permanent reading habits, the need for educators to be aware of

the reading interests of students, ‘and the important part

! n 4 . .

guidance plays in stimulating, maintaining and expanding those’

interests, SO that students will find reading an enjoyable

experience.

. . - ‘ . - ’
X . - - .
Lo ’ .o
S : . ' - r . L

. K i .

Establishment of Permanent Reading Habits as an

'Y
i

A _ Aimsof a Literature Program

B

Introduced in the early nineteenth- century, the

teaching of English as a high”school. subject is a relatively

."new concept in the~curriculum 1 In the early stages of the

”program 's development, the selection of literature .was deter-.

mined by the’ importance attached to the classics agd literary B

W

types with emphasis on memorization and analysis. Little

. . -
» . .~ b
. . -

1Geneva H. Pilgrim and Marjana K. McAllister, ‘Books,.
Young People and beading Guidance (New York:  Harper and Row *

Publishers, 1968)/, p. 46. . T
. c . v - . \ i . . .

i
~ D

3

! ; \
( - CHAPTER II ’ ! o ,
S REVIEW ‘OF RELATED LITERATURE ’
'} . ~‘4 /—T" . " .
" ‘ T . »-‘6:“ .. . ’ '_.'4,_
- Introduction ' Bk .
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thought{-was given to the role studenté'

play in|the selection of material

T
e
——

interests-should

« It was not until the

twenﬂ‘e h century that’ interest was considered an important

factor. : Once recognized, however, the volume of literature

reading

hasis was placed on interests,

‘ those in

l

- . i K
grew overwhelmingly. Thus, in the 1930's more em- .

and some concessions to

+ 1Y ! -
- -and research pertaining to interest and its influence on

terests were made. This resulted in the introduc-

[

tion of anthologies which included the classics as weri -as

saome popular and more modern literature, generally as ex-

cerpts.
5

LA

l . = 3 - »
.,.- ..

- |

- A 4

LA

)
|

\

"As early as 1913 John Dewey wrote about the im-

portance of student interests in the learning process-

‘ for the

as one. of the objectiv

¥

(Boston.

|
The .genuine principle of interest is the
principle of the recogniged identity . of
the fact to be learned oE the action pro-
posed with the growing self; that it lies
in the direction of:the bgent s own growth,
and is, therefore, imperiously demanded if
the! agent is to be himself., Let this con-
dition of identification once be secured,
and' we have neither to appeal to sheer
strength 'of will, nor to occupy ourselves
with making things interesting. 2

v

This inpOrtance of interest as.it relates to reading

-

"was recognized somewhat in 1925 by the National Association

Study of ReadiZZ andvthat\association identified

. |
. o . {

L i

of a sound literature program the

235hn Dewey, Interest and Effort-in Education e

Houghton Mifflin Co., ,1913), p. 7. -
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"*’time".ﬁrlAlmost half a century later the well-known re-

\

3
A

A : , 11

need "to promote'and refine reading interests and tastes

which will direct and inspire the present and future-life

*

of the reader and provide for the wholesome use of leisure

¥ \

searcher into the reading ipterests of children apd young

s

people, Geoxge Norwell, wrote that:

Teh * -t

The development of a reading habit based. .
on a love of reading may well be the most
impertant contribution the school can make -
to the student's education. Achievement
+~0f this purpose weild transform the whole
"program of in-school and after-school : T, -
education.4 S N
}-q - et [ ) 2t ~
Most recent writers corroborate this point of view,

stressing the importance of developing a 1ife~long reading

habit and the important role played by interest. Dechant

wrote .that interests are the-active forces‘&.. that deter—

mine whether the student will read, how much he will read,

- o

<and, in what area ‘he will read”. 3" He claimed that an

important cause of poor reading is lack of interest, since

7

6 e . 4
interest is tbe key to motivation. o T SR

1

— .
-" 0 -, . . .

. .

3National Association ‘for the Stuay of Education,
Twenty-fourtthearbook Report of the Kational Committee’
on. Readin (Bloomington, Illinois. - Public School Publishing

Co.; 1925), p. 64. iy , L

o 4George Norvell The ReadingfInteresté of Young

People (East Lansing, Michigan. Michiqan,State University_ ] -
' Press, 1973), p.. 3. . - " oo .

5Emerald Dechant, Reading Improvement - in the Secondary -

1]

School (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey. Prentice-Hall ‘Inc., .
11973), p: -87. « - . . - o oo~ o

Stbia. .. o T
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_Bond,'Tinker and Wasson declared that-the devalopment

: . - . o
of a permanept interest in reading_is essential if. continuous

growth in reading is to take place inithe classroom“7'1Larrick

expressed the oplnlon that, indeed, when- chlldren are provxded

.7‘

w1th materlals”that appeal to thelr 1nterests, half. the éattle|

\.“

is already won, since the motlvation to read is alreidy there.8

-

Almbst twenty years ago K&ng proposed that such a broad .

f)nl“f objeotlve as the establlshment of a permanent readlng hablt -fr_-

f - \

‘; - B - wash perhaps more 1mportant then than eVer before becadse of o

S _;- the large number oﬁ people who could read but dldn't 9 ‘&X’w(L#

N ot o ,” " That' schools have frequently fallen short of their
.objectlve to lnstlll ‘a love of readlng and develop permanent

' . . N . ' [

readlng habits 1s ev1dent throughout the llterature. As early

_as 1939" Witty' and xopel reported that rnterest 1n readlng
{ l:ll l

-

. }n.r .. decllned rapldly after the junlor hlgh grades and that K .f

LT studles carrled Out dlSClosed " .l a low level in, readlng

e " . .
L ' taste ‘and a deplorably small amouht of- 1elsure ~time readlng“ 10

i l. . . LI -‘. ’ ’ ! .‘ -' - = - -.". v.' ’ [ ) ,‘ ) ’ Y : . o ‘

N Guy L. Bond Mrles A. Tunker 'and Barbara B. WassOn,
Readlng leflcultles- .Their Di‘agnosis and Correction, §

; ' "4th ed.- (Englewood Cllffs, New JerseY' Préntlce—ﬂall,.Inc.!

RN ‘1979), p. 415. j ceTT _ L SV

_ aNancy Larrlck, "Making the Most of Chlldren s

S 'Interests" Edheatlon, 'Vol. 73 (1253), : 524.

; '._g RIS o Ethel M.-Klng '"Crltlcal Appraisal of Research"on

A Children's Reading Interests, Preferences, and Habits",

- - ¥, “canadian Education ahd Research Digest, Vol. 7 (Dec., 1967),
I " : '.'._- . ’ p- 142- ’ ’ . . Y
_;;-;,“. S .- »lOPaul W1tty and David Kopel Readlng and the S
S . Educatlve Procéss ‘(Boston: Ginn and Co., 1939), p. 28. -

-
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- percent of college students doing no optional reading

‘.L

-

- -

"~ attitudes toward school programs;over-a ten’year period,

-

This decline‘continued‘in the seniortyears of. highfschool'

and-persisted %hroughout the college yearsuddﬂxfifty six

Ashley, in reviewing more recent researéh,'qpncluded

-~

- -

that non- literates (defined as non habitual readers) pre—

dominate in ‘bur: sOciety, since-only five percent ofathe -

hH

,children paSSing through the Canadian school system will -,,_

turn to readihg voluntarily, angd’ oniy one percent oﬁ-these -

-matterfB?\yeading skills, but for their failure to genéerate

-

will,read what is. considered worthwhile literature.

At the first National Readership Symposium held in... .

-

‘Canada in 1979, Frapk-Smith a noted scholar—' berated ‘the s

schools, not for their lack of success ‘in teaching subject .

interest in.reading.- He accused schools of not only failing

- -

to create an interest in reading but indeed, of sometimesa

“even causing,students to lose what inter;ft they had. 1in

such—cases, he maintained, reading becomes associated- with

the classroom only, and ‘is something to be avoided 12 ~v
. . ":"

“ In a study examining the change in young people's

]

-
¢ - R Y . -

Norvell found English to bé the least liked subject, and_ . ..

..interest in thefsubject-steadily declining.-zﬂe wroterthat;'

3

o B . I" . . : .

. llL F. Ashley,- Children s Readi;g and’ the 1970's"

(Toronto- McClellahd and Stewart Ltd., 1972), p. 1. e
12, '

. Frank Smith, "Reading in Canada-' Newspapers and‘ -

Literacy", Reading, the Future and Us, ed. Dick MacDonald‘
* (Toxronto: Webcom Ltd., 1979), p. 18.. e S

"4 ].. : :r S "‘,_,:

.

C -
-~




- . . ‘. - ';f‘ X ,
IR A T o
_‘.u'.’ . o . . -+ ..'r R - 2
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*";_'2.:'”:!'53; c+ 227, ... in junior-high school the\ioss of
DT e ) . interest in English is more than twice
Ay s as great- as for any other subject. In :
R the senior-high school, the subject showing
LT T s ‘almost as great a loss as English is social
ceer.t .70t < studies, -another reading subject ...
e e e . mathematics, the-~subject reguiring the 1east .
e T ; ... _reading, and the”subject- least affected by.
il EB.s "ot raddo and television, has maintained inters’

Cise .= -7 - . est best. ‘It is evident that not only is .
Lo e English the least Yiked school ‘'subject,. it13 - E .
" .= =. _ .. . has deteriorated .in interest most rapidly. e -

" :;;;;fiTTJ"; e Studies in this province 'substantiate such findings.
'_;5'Zj ~{:'ﬂ” L-'Brett in investigating the interests of Newfdundland s high
:.i{ LT .V school sthdents ‘found’ the amount of" time spent in re?ding
P ":__ - meager and the quality of most literature “read to be poor.'
Cme. TS Ty - .~ -
S e .-She found’that while students read more than educatdrs be--
::5: ' iieved the major deterrents to reading were "lacR of inter—'
re— o . -~ y
e R estihg books" and “too little time to read" provided by the
’ff_ﬁg ;-if’ schools 14 Crocker confirmed these conclusions and reported
,aagi;fi';?:; that "a subs 'ntial proportion\of students are initial non—
V. LR - z ) o
s readers of books" 15 with most of their read g tonfined to
- e T _ e L - . - -
ml LT _school telated work. L L .
- L T e o sFTr R Lot
3 R - a~ " ;A‘E‘ .. . . . . ,:' ,:‘ o -
D ST L N . -~ . e : '..',.“ N
% ;'1'“ ’ George Nérvell, The ReadIng Interests of Young . " )
= -1 People, pp 1721173, _ _ . S R
'". @4’ ‘l"l 14 : N . e ‘T =
—_- Bettx M Brett, "A Survey of the Leisure Reading

- Bt Grade Nine‘Students in Centril” High Schools 'of Newfoundland"
gUnpublished Master s thesis, University of Alberta, 1964),
- p. 55. e . -

BN - Loy e
.. ' 15Oswald K. Crocker, "The Leisure Reading of High -
.. Schaol Students'in Newfoundland, kibrary Fatilities in the
e * Sehools and Home Background as Related to Reading" (Unpublished

MU : doctoral dissertation, University of Indiana, 196J), pP. 136
a, . : N .
% 2
Py ! _.’ .
! - MY " .
- . e ) E N ’
- oy ¢ - : “ !
i d T a , » - 4
- f ”- . o ¢ -— ! .
- .‘ 0'0' - ) ¥ « ] - . . .
B T S it 2 0 e i s s s el taamee
P . * 1 - . . -

g . -
~— . * -



[ L

-

’Wv- M o——— e+ o

Cow ’ - : »

T .
 “; . The Importance of a Knowledge of '
* . : . 14 [
' ’ . Students' Interests in Reading '

It has long been accepted as fact that’learning will

-

take place much more easily and Euccessfully if the learner
" e :
-* has a<B{Ake_in what he'is learning. Educators and psycholo-

‘,gists have acknowledged the relationshiﬁwbetweén interest and

1
J . Coon .
learning and have emphasized the function of interest in

[
directing and focusing the learner's attention. As a result

[y

‘they s;fess the. need for teachers to be éwa;g'of students'

<

interests and to use these interests tao motiva;e students to

. léarn As long.ago as 1939, Witty and Kopel wroté}
t / § N ' .

i

s .

‘The use of motive and interest has one

- B +- ‘conspicuous value; it‘'engenders intense "
L effort and consequently more efficient

work. If it be granted that intensity ‘ -
of effort brings about really desirable- . .
changes in an individual, teachers will s

improve instruction by striving contin-

, uously to ascertain-and employ children's
- _interests.l6 : ' :

' , . ’\_/ . .

Yo §Q¥ More recenﬁly and more specific to réadihg, Dechant -.

?

wrote that "achievement in reading is’égpendent on the studeﬁt's_l
motivational readiness. Lack of iﬁterest is antimpogtént cause
of Bpor reading. ,To @chieve in reading, the student must want
" to learn.l7, He went .on to say that "motivation flows from
interest. Without interest there is usualiy.hb will to do, no
N ' :
16520 Witty and David Kopel, Reading'é;d the
! Eduycative Process, p. 203. . _ o '
| 17Emerald Dechant, éeadrng Imggovement in the‘

Secondary School, p. 86.




k 24

o
P . . ’ 3, A

*

“drive to learn. ‘Without motivation the student will not

* . ) . - ' °
develop into a natunal rgadqru'IS . L )
Other ;educator_s- such as Jacobs‘lg, Spiegler20 ’

KarlinZJf, qu;vnzz, Larritk23, Ve::;t:chz4

2_6 agree that intérest is the key to

, Pilgrim " and

McAllister>> and Ashley

motivation _All agree i-.hat ih order to guide children's

..
n

readlng in an attempt to develop worthwhile interests and

-~

18xbid,,'-p 89. o L :

19Leland B. Jacobs, "Goals in Promoting Permanent

Readlng Interests"”", Daveloping Permanent Interest in Reading, ' ;

ed, Helen Robinson (Chicago: The University of Chicago
Press,” 1956), p. 23 ' '

20Geoxge G. Spiegler, "Give Him a Book That Hits Him
Where He-Lives",. Improving Reading in Secondary . Schools, ed.
Lawrerice Hafner (Na{ York: The Macmillan Co., 1967), p. 443.
' 2lRober:t:_Karlin, Teaching Reading in High School:
Improving Reading in Content Afeas, 3rd ed. (Indianapolis:
Bobs—Merrill Eﬁc}ucational Pubd ishing Co., 1972), p. 25X.

22car1 A, Brown, “'Meeting Reality' in the Classroom", )
Improving Reading in Secondary Schools, ed. Lawrence Hafner
(New York: The Macmillan Co., 1967), p. 411, ,

23
Réeadings on Reading Instruction, 2nd ed., eds. Albert J.

‘o

‘Harris and Edward R. Sipay (New York: David McKay Co.,’ Inc ‘

1972) , p. 325.

24Jeannette Veatch, Individualizing Your Read1n§- 3
rogram (New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1959), p. 20. -

25Geneva H. Pilgrim and Mariana K. .McAllister,
Book s, ‘Young People and Reading Guidance, p. 8.

26L.F. Ashley, Children s Reading and the -1970'5,
p. 1. . . . R ‘ .

Nancy Larrick, "Making Books Come Alive® for Children"‘
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their students .

- of time and energy".

: "thch suggest that many of the ‘materials used in teaghing .

(23

T

habits leading to the ultimate goal of appreciation teachers

must be aware of the interests that already exist within
4 .

Authorities point out that not only does interest!.

function as a motivational factor, but also that Tack of in— '

terest can e’ detrimental tol the learning process. Horst

s} b 6 r

wrote that "when interest is lacking, reading itself can be-

come a distasteful chore or a perfunctory JOb both a waste .
2:7 After a twelve year study Norwellr
concluded that "the school fails, and distaste and re]ection'~

h 28

follow when the unsuitable is foxrced upon people". This

conclus:.on is supported by -the findings of Olson and Ames29

o

' 'skills and .ap‘preciation are "unrealistic" for our students

and that the teachers".goals rather than the students' are

glven priority. . - '

Harris maintained that: = . T - . . .

~ There .are: frequently marked differences . ‘ . .

. between what children want to read and T T - .
what teachers and librarians recommend; )
many of the books which have been selected

.27J.M. Horst, "Will They Read? . . (An Experiment) ",
English Journal, Vol. 42 (1953), P. 263. : ) o

2BGeorge Norvell, The Reading nterests 'of Young

People, p. 171. o R . . . . _

" 2%rthur V. Olson’ and Wilbur S. Ames, Teaching - o !
Reading Skills in Secondary Schools (Scanton: Intext '

.Educational Publishers, 1972), p. 155. ~ « - =~ = :
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by adult committees as the best children's
book of the year have been ignored by v o
children 30 o

As Decharit pointed out,' "interests arise through

—the interaction of our basic needs and the means we use

to satisfy’them" 31 Since our needs change over time, it .

follaows that the interest of students at any given time

are not permanent and, indeed, some may not even be worth—
l'%le. Teachers must not, however, denounce the students
interests, thereby negating and destroying them, but rather

must bu:.ld upon ‘them and eXtend their reading horizons.

Early observed that "teachers should remember that a rea_derm

of trash has the_chance of improwving his tastes; a non-

32 ,

‘reading pupil’ has no taste to irnprove"._ T

It is the'responsibility of teachers to provide the

student with many, varied and enjoyable reading experiences '

in an attempt to broaden and tefine his interests. Harris , -

contended that in providing books that reflect the students

¥

interests we are providing the opportunity for extensive
reading and "the child who reads extensively will make h:.s/,,

own conparislons‘and will, in the long run, prefer sound

-
v

30 bert 7. Harris, How.-to Increase Reading Ability,
5th ed. (New York: David McKay Co., Inc., 1970), P. 453. -

31Emera1d Dechant, Reading Improvement.in the
Secondary School, p 87.
42
32’1vlarg:=u:et J. Early, "Stages of Growth in Literary
Appreciation", Téaching English An Todavy's High Schools,

2nd éd., eds. Dwight L. Buxrton and John S. Simmons (New York. :
-Holt, Rinehart and Winston Inc., 1970), p. 35. '
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'_,‘in guiding the reading development of young people".

19
'

writ;ing.an_d get to dislike txash. "Even if he does not, an.. , E

P 1 * . . . 33 .

- omniwvorous reading diet is far superlor -to none at all",

With all the research into individual differences

I . 4

and the wide ‘acceptance of the idea that no two- indiwviduals

[

are alike, it can be affirmed that generalizatione about
)
the reading interests of groups do not apply to each indiv—

idual The best way a teacher,can provide. for -:mdiv::_dual

‘intexests wii‘ihin a group is to aequaint herself with her

students and their individual interests, In"addition to
individde?f diffexrences, there are many reasons behind adol -

escents’ choice of books.’ These include varying abilities,

: differing cultural educational and personal environments .

and the nature of adolescehce itself - Pilgrim and McAllister

in their review of related research howeverv, showe.d that
. ,
"in spite of these variations and seeming disparities, ’

\ . . . i
cai‘eful examination of reading choices shows that predict—l

able patterns of interests do exist and can be relied upon
; 34

N

These interests, common to so:many ‘adolescents,

. have been studied since early in th'is' century, eépec;i_ally

since child 'psycholbgy has been recognized as important .

to education. Noxvell in his extensive study of children s
. . o
. A Y
_?3Albert J. Harris, How to Increase Reading Ability ,-
5th ed., -p. 479. C e . .

MGeneva 1. Pilgrim and, Mariana K. McAlli ter,

Book s, Young People and Reading Guidance, P 45 )
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.‘1 t . N - :‘o '.(,
reading gntefests came to two major conclusions regarding . ..

! . ] A
the influence of sex on reading interests.: He found that:

i
! T3 - r.
’ : Ll
-

Sex i's a dominant’'factor in dete¥mining. = -
interesgs. It is the most ‘dominant "3
vsingle influence in determining a cBild's

v | . .. . interest.ih feading'material and reaches

i* a high mark during juniox high 'years ‘and
retains- its gower throughout high school

.and beyond s . .

el 1‘_

S

2. Some factors of reading interests produce'
. favourable reactions in both boys.and girls;

softe produce favourable reactions in boys S

. -only; some:produce favourable reactions in
: girls only; some produce unfavourable . ‘
: reactions in both. 36 . g

. j
. ' ' &
. AdVenture, humorous poems, stories and es%ays (if

'
" N ~

the hum r is not too'subtle), poems and storiesoof patriotism;

stories of mystery,’ of games and of animals are enjoyed by

-

both girls aﬁd boys. Stories of strenuous adventure,, war,

wild animals and science, are ‘of more ipterest Eo boys,

while stories of romantic love, sentimentvln general and'of

home and“*family life are of mo;e interest to girls.ﬁ,éubtle
descriptive prose aﬁd verse,?fetters, and reflective,

- L . .
."\

didactic, philosophical poems and poems about nature “are

!
generally disliked by both sexes.37 N ,
A \ 'i(_ : ’
._‘ ' oo -
35George Norvell, “"Some Resultsg of a Twelve Year Study
of Children's Reading Interests" iEnglish Joyrnal, Vol. 35.
{1964) , p.,533 Toe e .i ‘ g Con
) 361bid., p. 532. s
. C ! N I . . - ' )
37Ib‘ld. A o ‘ e !
v_‘ . . . . . . - o . N . :
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. '~ and Lima in~1925 Atkinsoh in 1932 Mackintosh in1932, - St

v ' N Y ' _ .
: \\v, ’ ‘-_ ) '.\‘._.,. . . ._ : - .\ .‘ . . :. B .
' s "y - - e s 21 - .
R A oo . - ¢ Ty N S A
~"'L 7 , ! ' ‘ " BT . .
A . ‘As. to lfterary types, Norvell ranked eight of the
. . ' / - » ‘ ‘ N - - Lo M © 2
‘.. ' . major types used in the schools according to-favourable reac—
o+ ‘ % " N .L -
s ' tions on the part of the students. . The favourite was the * =

¥ _ novel, folLov,ved by the play, the short story, biography,

A~

e "the essay, poetry, the letter and final the speech. Al-

e

though generally\ Liked by both sexes, the first seven re-

ceived more favourable r_eactions from girls, while the
~ P . - ‘ Y .
- . 7 .speech received more favourable’reactions from boys.38

) 4

' N T These findings were later reaffirmed by Norvell in -

1 B g ] R ,
T an ev\én more exhaustive study. 39 In comparing his findings : |
S »

’ v

. > X Y o « . X
wi\th- those of similar researcl’i ‘he found-tHem to be in.c;lose

et

’ _agreement with studiés carried out by Jordan in 1921, Terman
’ -, ‘ 0

»
r L

‘T,horndike in 1941-, Witty .Ln 1949 Goomer,an:q Mcpean in -946.40

Ry
.- N . $

. Nonell concluc'fed that. - oy

’
Y . - - ~

* . A\ ) ) L Lae

S The‘w study~indic_at'es that educators sometimes "=: -
- act as though they were not dealing with
! human beings - with boys and girls - but | Car Ce
.with mystical, Sexless -xobots whose tastes, ' Vo
R ) , inclinations, and interlests can be assumed
. : to be ar must be made t? be &dentical with
- . x .~ - tHose of the teAachers ) 3

IR o v . - a - ‘ '
et -_.-;'_—-— 7 . : | . .
’ . "-38 X hd , ‘ . ‘-

I Ibid., p. 534. | \ ‘ | . |
R ’ : . ! .
I 39GeorgeNorvg—zll, The Reading Interests of Young
Peoplke . A N

- 4OIbidn ; 4'?.‘ 790 * . : . ! R '
' B 41George Norvell "Some Results of A Twelve-Year

Stud’y of Children' % Reading Interests","p. 535.
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. . s . - . p_.l v .
In ‘his recommendations he 'suggested that .this must change

. . } C . . ) . .
and that whi}e teachers' judgments .are important to the . -

' ! ’ : ) v oL
selection of materials for study, the student must be placed’

v

f;rst. while many selections will be chosen for common study, _

>

many more that appeal ﬁo~the.student§ as individuals must bhe

-~

provided since- "... to increase reading'skills, promote the

reading habi;f and produce a genefatibn'of bobk—ldvérs,”the;e

is no other factor as powerful as interest';.42 - \ .

.1

|
1
g

L 'The Importance of Guidance in the o AR w

Developmeht of Reading Intérests

"~ While it is vitally* important to help - =~ . .. TvReT
. children to find reading matter that is . ' : S
"% . closely related to their present inter- e ; R
‘ ests, teachers should also try to.broaden v L - - '
chijdren's geading horizons. Children'sw _ T ,

" interests are not fixdd; they change as ‘ e e
children get older, and. are susceptible to . :

many environmental influences, not the

S e e en

least of which is the influence of the : Y.
teacher. - . ' - L
Sy . . S R

' . . P . .- N

. A review of the literature shows that this is,
Lo : . ) o » . e
- indeed, the attitude of many of the writers and researchers

'in the field of .reading. . Authorities recognize. the values. RS
inherent in wide” reading but realize that wide reading 1is

inikély'up}esé the teacher is willing and able to offer LA

. | SR .
21p1d., p. 536. - I S U L
. 43_A1.bert J. Harris, How To Increase Reading Ability, : -
4th ed. (New qux: Pavid McKay Co., Inc., 196l1), p. 488.
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1

.the appropriate guidance in selectifon.
, . \ R .Y

Loban, Ryan an.d;.

Squire wrote that vhile "wide reading contributes to- the

of., wide rférading are not 'ac'hi:e.ved unless careful guidance-
) . N r

v44

. is provided"

Mafy experts believe that as flong as
‘e, .

\

development of both skills and ap‘preciatiqn ... the valii:es'

: ’\s'tudents read w:ider there is aluays hope that their t‘asﬁes'

., to them,

a

A

“and appreciation will improve, but they are convinced that

"students do not just hapgen up% books on toﬁics of interest -'
45 .

A -

1 \

-

Lthey must’ be - helped to find them".

This idea of the teacher s - influence in expanding

3

interesbs and refining tastes through guidance is based on

4

r

»

. the premise that ‘one. must start with the interests the child

1.

'

ests to climbing a ladder, the rungs of which are made up

" of suitable reading materials.

-

-, ' / : » )
‘suifable reading matter which will intensify the child's

e

Harris,
. . I .
with Dechant, wrote that *he ladder involves."providing

. idlready hasg, ~Dechant 46 compared guiding children s i.nter—

int cldse agreement

-

interest in reading and by which« he can gradualiy progress

47

- to reading materia], of superior quality“

'~ this idea of readiness and concludedi that:

H

44

s

A

2.

Ry
o
2’

--Teaching Language and Literature,s 2nd ed.

A

45

Reading?", EnLish Journal Vol

- 46

Emerald Bechant, R/ead.ing Improvement in the

Secondary School p. 4'79

‘4th.

47

ed.,

-

.

[

/

« Walker _'suppqrted.

»
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%

X .

482.
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Walter Ldcan, Margaret Ryan and ‘James ,R. Squire,
(New Yorkj - -

I-}arcourt, Brace and World Inc‘., 1969), P. 436. '

Dy

P4

Constande McCullodgh, “About Pr ctices in Teaching
46 (1957 ), p-. ,

>~

Albert, J'*Har.ris, How towIncrease«Reading Ability,

p.~485
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: S—
o ...we should encourage ‘our students to “U-
continue reading the.same ‘kinds of ‘things
‘as long as the delight continues. Oonly ,
when the students- fail to .take delight in -

what' they have read should weg Umge them, to- . .

try a new subject, a new author, a new mode. e

We needn't” be afraid:that they will continue T
.. . to ‘take delight from the same things all their . = y
L - lives . ., They are like us,. after all. ' Added e

age, experience and, knowledge will take care ) :
of. what delights 'them.‘!8 e L

..
4 ) -~ . . . q
v L ar -

. Whyile a familiarity with their reading interests

A voF -~

is a necessity for teachers interested in encouraging students .

to read:x, it is not of itself sufficient If as Pilgrim and

_McAllister wrote, "the essence of reading guidance is guiding ,

\ . 4 9

' the individual to the right book at the right time“ it 1s

v ’

".essential that teachers have a: sound knowledge of adollescent

" literature. There is agreement among‘ such writers as {Olson

and Dillner ", Bilgrim and McAllis_terSI, KinderS? and Huus

<

53

. - . . Vo
M t . . S
- "L !

- [ ’

48Jerry L. Walker, "Fqstering Literacy Ap@re-ciation in-
Junior ‘High School’, Teaching English. in Today's High Schools,

., - 2nd-ed., 'eds. Dwight.L. Burton and John S. Simmons (New York:

: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston Inc., 1970), p 60. I
’ 4'9Geneva H. Pilgrim and 'Mariana K McAllister, Boo}tsz
-Young. People~ and Reading Guidance, P. 186.

SOJoanne P. Olson and’ Martha H. Dillner, Learning to N
A'Teach Reading in the Elementary. School (New York Macmillan
Publishing Co.-, Inc., 1976), p. 401. . .

51Geneva H. Pilgrim and Mariana K. McAllister, Books,
Young People. and Reading Guidance; p. 188.
3 - 52Robert Farrar Kirder, "Encouraging Personal Reading
An Junior High School", Vistas in Reading, ed J. Allen
Fiqurel (Newark Delaware: International Reading Assoclation, -

’

4

Inc., 1967), p. 418." , . N . _ "3» A -
. 53 : 1 ;_x_ ‘

Helen Huus, "Reading Interests", Readings On Reading
Instruction,\ 2nd ed., eds. Albert J. Harris and Edward R. :
Sipay (New York: David McKay.Co., ,Inc., 1963), Pp. _'312
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AN "';' to thenm a large selection of inte\:esting,

that teachers cannot -and'- shoﬁ'lfd nc't\ reconunend' to -stud nts .
" books - that they themseLves have not read. : K'inder summed

up this idea when he wrote,\r"rhe teacher “who has read and

- contuﬂxes to read books written expressly for,ypung adults

. Istands a much better chance "of - being able to motivat'e_ _his‘ ';\
] '\stlidents personal'rfead:l.ng“.s"1 ‘ . S L
) 1 One prevailing conclueion running th;oug.hout the - -
' l{itlerattir'e is that children's choices are' etrongly affected

l ' by both the availability and accessibility of books. Kinde:; v

who referred to the’ Junior high years as "the golden age of

!

x;eading" ~ stressed the fac‘t that- : o . o

-
. -

. Students should have immediately avaiiable "

- : . worthwhile, attractiye and readable books. o
LA + Phese should be boocks on varying levels of - .
. “.- .. difficulty, so that all can €£ind, something L,
-~ * ..~ -to read. There shpuld be books oh a wide ° *

range of interests so that all will want to ©..

. read . 55 .

56 .5 g " 5§

o . - - \
- ) ~ ." . :

R ) - -

BN [ . . © e . .

54Rol::ert Farrar’ Kinder, "Enbouragfng Personai ll?(eeiding

LT - in Junior High School" p. 418. _ .

S'SIb.'Ld.

Lo ’ 56Hoyle D. Law:son,,"Effects of Free 'Reading on’ the

" Reading Achievement of Sixth Grade Pupils”, Forging Ahead
“in Reading, ed. J. Allen Fiqurel (Newa\rk, Deﬁare- 1968), p

Others 'such as Lawspn™ , Harris 7, Olson &nd Dillner and '

501.

. o 57Albert J. Harris, How'to Increase Reading»Ability, o

5th ed.,.p. 485. . .
i . . . 3 L.
K ’ 58Joarme P. QOlson and Martha HY% Dillner, Leérning‘- to

Teach Reading in' the Elementary School, p. 401.
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Pilgrim and McAlListersg‘ st‘rongly.agree,' and suggest'that
the amount read as well® as the quality of the ma.terial

is more st::ongly influenced by . the pi‘oximity and availability
’ A -

of books thanj)y any other one factor- Such authorities

.-.advocate ‘not only regular access to a school library but also
' S , A . . .
"the -establishment of classroom libraries. Books arranged .in .

. claslsrooms are -more visible ahd more often readily accessible.
. L. \ . . . '

In the classroom there will be fewer books thgn.in the library-

-

and those that are available/are more likely to relate to
what 1s. being taught. ‘I‘,he books change frequeﬁy and the

teacher .1s always avai' able to offer assistance and encourage—

RS L « » . Kl
- . & . .
N

-ment. S R T ' ’ L

-~ v -

Karlin believéd t.hat "the: entl’rusiasm of the” teacher P

frequently is the key to greater interest" 60 Others such -~

LY
2, and Johrls63 reached the same conclusion l

-\
! K

as Harris- l, I(:Lnder6
‘ 1
. Geneva H. Pilg¥im ‘and Mariana K. McAllister, Books,
Young People and Reading. Guidande, p- 191 :

60Robert Karlin, Teaching Readlng in High School‘ .
Improvxng Reading in C’ontent Areas, p. 226.

6]'Alber:t J. Harris, How- td Increase Reading: Abillty,
sth Ed., po 485 ~ K .J' .
- . 62Robert Farrar.Kinder, "Encouraging Personal Reading, , :
. in Junior High School", p. 418. o Lo
B 2 . e
- : 63Crerry L. Johns, "Motivating the Reluctant Readers",

Journal of Research and Development in Education, Vol. II
(1978), p- 71.

P




._basis interesting stories through oral reading. : : B

share is also benéfic:.al ‘in creating interest, particularly

.ways of u_nifying a cl_ass'and building an~esprit de cdrps- ) At
'among the students".64 Reading aloud may nhelp_,st\xdents B,

: ‘discover books ‘that they would otherwise not consider.

"addition to the availability arﬁ accessibility of books and

: oral readings by both teachers and students, the literature‘i— .

; Young People and Reading Guidance, p. 195. . . ) o

g

and advise teachers to share with their students on a regular '

f- The oral reading by students of things they want to

among podr readers. Pilgrim and McAllister maintained that

3

"'an_ experience shared through someone's reading .aloud for ) . ‘..

mutual enjoyment is one of the easiest yet most effective

- .
I . - .

e B
- -t .. e,

. - AT W s

Many activities as alternatives to the traditional

-

.,

-approach to’ read:l.ng are suggested in the literature. In - A ‘ e

":.

suggests infox‘mal discus ions of books by - student volunteer

attractive book disp s, dramatizations, posters, book

clubs and suggested book r],.ists composed by both teacher’ and. s _

pupils, instruction in library use and the all_ottmént of
S

regular time periods -for book browsing and selection. . 3 O

—
Ld
.

-

%4geneva H. Pilgrim and Mariana K. McAllistér, Books,

e . .
! . Lo
., .

e

oL, L= ) L .
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T, ‘o .- Summary” . . - >
T A , «' e '
! . . L e -~ - L. )
} ' < . The literature _réveals that the major writers and
> . -« ) ‘-‘tv - » |
S ,'3."_, researchers in the field of reading agree that interest is’
' .. a most inflpential factor ih the development of both reading
: - ’1; B .
-— o . .ekills and appreciation of‘ li’terature. One's. interests will
IO Pl - .
T _" bl largely detbrmine both the quantity and the quality of lwhax
. -7, :_' . Ca -
© ’~ . e nne-’reads, s:.nce interest is the key to motivation in all
. l{ = " %7 learning. It is.the responsn.bility of educators, therefore,
4\ "_ ) >
;:-'.'. to identify, foster "and expand existinq interests, so that
s L students will become developing readers who want: to read’
ff-"; .ahd will do so long after their formal education ends. The,
o
S g “most successful me.ans of achieving this goal seems to be by
' ;4,.:[.' prov:.d’:l,'ng as many varied and delightful reading experiences
Pe as possible. B
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" CHAPTER III

~w

THE DESIGN OF THE STUDY

j,Introquction :

)
.

v The purpose of this chapter-is to describe the

procedures followed in gatherihg information about the

. reading interests and habits of & ades seven and eight

. students in the province of Newfoundland. This information

was collected from students of grades seven and eight. .
) : N

-The.chaéter is organized és follows:-ll) choice of grades,

2) the survey instrument, 3) pilot study, 4) reliability,

5) sampling procéduré and collection of data.

n ' . N -

Cholice of Grades
, ‘I

+. The populatiohlsurveyed was randomly selected from.
. R AR :
four Newfoundland School Boards. Of the four participating

School Boards pne has schools only in an urban setting, two
have schobi% only in rural communities which include some

of the more isolated ones in the province. The remaining

Board has schoolq in both rural and urban areas. ’This

~particular arrangement was followed because it was believed

that the schools in the study were representative of the
. : .

. Newfoundland school population. The particular schools .

“ involved in the stud§ were those that included classes in

-
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s . . ' .
grades seven and/or‘eight. This meant that the choice of

schools included central high schools, elemehtary and all-

grade schools , .S

N ) 2,
.

Grades seven and eight students'Were selected for

twoO reasons:

1. Research1 indicates that the peak of
reading activity occurs at the ]unior >
high school level.

2, Since 1972, the Department of Education

’ has been developing a list of. supplementary
novels to engourage independent reading in
grades seven and eight.

The Survey Instrument . - - : -

- - ~———y

The questionnaire method was used to collect the -
necessary inﬁormation from the students. Since this study

is closely related to the Brett'study2 the-genegal format

of her instrument was followed. . Necessary adaptations were

A

made on the part of this researcher.
Although Brett's study was designed for grade nine
students, the student questionnaire was considered relevant

to students in grades seven and eight. Because of the
g | |

1Emerald Dechant, Reading Impfovement in the Secondary
School (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey ‘Preptice Hall Inc.,
1973), p. 82. ’ ..

2Betty M. Brett, "A Survey of the. Leisure Reading of
Grade Nine Students in Central High Schools of Newfoundland",

)

-(Unpublished Master's thesis, University of Alberta, 1964).

-
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-eighteen year lapse since that study, however, it was de-

cided that a section should be included dn'tne influence of

television on reading. As well, a seetion was added re-
garding‘the students‘ attitude toward the books on the
supplementary reading list 1nstituted by the Department of

Education in 1972. For most questions students were asked

: »
-to choose an answer from a numher of responses that were

L) - .

o ; )
provided. 1In cases where terminology was .anticipated to

" be a problem, definitions were given.

?ne student questionnaire sought information onithe
ﬁollowing points: -
- a. Students' attitudes toward leisure'reeding

b.' Students' reasons for leisure reading .
Ef[ Prevision‘oé;time for reading -
d. Students' preferences in fiction
e.* Students' preferences in non-fiction
f. Students' preterences in literary types
g. Stuqents' reasons for selecting books
h. 4In%luence of“T.V,~8n'leisure reading_
.g.‘ Students' reasons for not reading
- j.‘-Aveilability of books in Elassroom'ahd'library‘
| k. Students' ttrtudes toward supplementary
reading list. . . .

- Information was also sought regarding the amount of

_\

time students spend reading .and the titles of their favourite

books. It is believed that this information' was valuable

B L LT T [P X e e R S LR

—~
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v b
. > . &

in appraising stﬁdents' leisure reading and iﬁteresfa.' The

information, collected is reportea'and'disaussed in detail

e - . . »

in Chapter IV.
. Y s

- .
o ‘ )
[} . T - . v

Pilot Study o - o b, o~

-

1

A pilot-study was carried out with classes of grades

-

'S
Y

“rural Bdoard surveyed for the study., The purposes of this

L3

-

even and eight in a‘School Board similar to the urban/

pilot study were} ® . : S
l. To discover any difficultie; the studeﬁééfmight.f
. have in intefpreting'the duest;ons and instructions and to
make the'appropriate“adjustméﬁts. | .

- 2. To determine the reliability of the student

questionnaire through a test-retest”methodf . G

As a result of the pilot study, no major changes
were deemed‘necessary'in the questioﬁnaire.

Thehreliabiiity of the stgdpnt queStionnaire was
determined by the test-retest ﬁe%ﬁod. “For this purpose the
students were asked to give their names so that answers on,
the'firs£ and second test could be compared. Three weeks.
after the initial testing, the. same students were again
given theﬁsame questionnaire. During the initial adﬁ}niStra—
tion students were not told that they would be requested to

do the questionnaire a?ain. As a result of the test-retest

method, i1t was concluded that the questithaire was reliable,

e oa - . . . N N e G aten s smamte ke s o o PR
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. since students were consistent with their answers ninety-
: . o v _
two percent of the time. - ! Lo
o~y

:Sampling Procedure and Collection of ﬁata _F

v i For the collection of data it ‘was decided to ~select
.from the thirty—six School Boards of’ the province four that
were judged representatlve of the: Newfoundland student popu-

. lation. Two of the Boards, identified in this study as A
and B, cover only rural areas and 1nc1ude some of the more
isolated communities “in the prov;nce; School Board C in-

corporates both rural and urban pommunities.,'The fourth .

Board identified as D, has most of.its population'in‘an urban

area;,_- . e L

| IFor the purooses of this study, fourteen elasses
(seven grade seven classes.and seveh grade eight classes)
weré considered sufficient. The total number of students who Y
participated in the study was three hundred and twenty- three.'
To compensate for the disparity in the size of the popula-
tions of the School Boards,. it- was decided to use two classes
(one each of grades seven and eight) from each of the two

-~

smaller Boards, A-and B} four classes (two each of grades

seven and elght) fxom Board-C- and six classes (three each

-« 0f grades seven and eight) from Board D.

The Language Arts Co—ordihator for each School
. Board was contacted by mail and requested to randomly - select

. . . . ]
> the indicated number of'classes, and distribute the /

LN
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) duestionnaire accordingly. .The'Co—ordihator}was also asked

(

T
)

of the various methods that could be used to report the

to collect the questionnaires and'return them to the ‘re-
’ N . -~

searcher. In this way, only four people were responsible
for distributinb the questionnaires and collecting‘and re- .

turning the data. One hundred percent return was achieved. -
N .
The questionnaires werge administered in the classroom and X

required one class.pefiod for~completion. S

- _ L M BN [
- B , .
® . B " . N . ,
N - . - . ~
o ' - {

_ Analysis of Data‘'

Nd

4.
ap - -

.Btudent returns-are stratified according to sex’ and’, .

m—
Meaa

A
grade.’ . Y “ T
In eight of the questions, students were asked to -

4

'rank order their choices. Brett3 in her study, found that |

. ‘. -,
results of the ranked information, the weighted response

‘ -
appeared to be’ the most reliable.' A weighted response is
obtained by assigning _ a subgéct s first choice a greater‘value
than the second choice For the purposes of this study,

a subject s first chojce was assigned a valuelof 3, his
"segond choice-a Value of 2 and hisl;hird choice a value of 1.
Brettq'reported that “the weighted responsée ...iappeared to R
‘revedl more clearly the student preferences and the marked

~

- D
- . . . Y

ey . .
' e 3 \ s . . o ' [ -'.t .
Ibid., 'p. 45. : ‘ :
4 e o \
. * Ibid . o . ) , ¥ '
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a } ' . . . -
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similﬁrities,and differenceé between the sexes ..." Since

.‘this std&y is so similar to Brett's study, the.investigator

35

on adopted the same method of analysis for the questiors as

did Brett.

. - mean answers are presented inm table form. !

Number of Students in the Sample (Arranged by

Ali other responses are presented in the form 6f

Table 1

Board and Sex of ‘the Requqdents)

K ~ either means or frequency of occurrence. Percentages and

4

Y

Total

Board Boys Girls
A 40 19 59
. _ \
B 24 29 53
C - 49 45 94 -
D 56 - ‘61 ARBETRE
Totals 154 323

169
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: readfand’enjoyed, and question fourteen, which dealt with -

- books sfﬁdents recommended for.the school, are also

~ . - < . St
‘ y |
o, R * ‘ . y
CHAPTER IV > oot
’.‘ o . . ' ' ) o ¢ . . . ‘: *
AN ANALYSIS OF STUDENT RESPONSES . : N
A . ': ~ * p . '
Introduction ’
" The responses from the three hundred and twenty- = '
three students in the sample are reported and discussed N
in this éhapter. With aifew exceptions the informatidn
is preserited in the order in which it ‘was obtained in the . ..
quéétionnai:e:f Questions three and eighteen ‘are xt '
ﬂconsideredttogether,‘since they are closely related to:the :.. s f.uf,‘

same topic - the availability of books. Questibns five

and six, which solicited information on books students had ,

cbnsidéggd together. o _ ' : ' S

-

The respondents were grade seven and eight .-

students and Table 2 shows the age distribution.

Cpewue

-» : . : : ) . <

.~
-
—
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" not considered a factor in this study.

’ " Y. b ~
’ b
4 S 3 . )
. S T I
- B ; 374
A . :\ - » 5 N 2 /]
s .. "‘.' Y : ’ hEY
¥ - " rable 2| . Ce SR
o - R AJ O - Y
) . - . -
o T . / -~
A ) Age Distribution of Fhe Subjects | - -
. ’._ .t ©
‘ o ' ~ J " :
. Age -~ \11 12t 13 14 15" 116 © Totals
- ',,' — ¢ g . -
BOyS : 2 .40 ,69 49 6 .3 169
+ ~. : ’ :
Gyrls . , 3 42 64 32 9 - a4 154 T
. . * L]
) . . LI . T
Totals 5 82 133 81 15 7 323 -~
‘ ’ ' ’
’ Discussion of Responses
. . = . ’
- : __— .
C ke For-~some questions the responses were tabulated

.;-'\ . aL T . t. .
" according to the sex of' the respondents. For the remaining

quesﬁioné the resbonses\were tabhlated according to the

r

" School Board %;om which the information waé obtained. The

age .range was six years but only four percent of the students

. Y : Lo )
were in the eleven or sixteen age group, with ninety-two -

peréent of ‘the resbondénts between éges twelve and fohrtéep.

. o ) o
Since the number of students at the extreme ends of the age

range was too small to allow valid generalization, age®was y

t

a
+

e,

influenced by the aréa from ‘which thg responses were obtained.

. »
¢ g
* ’

»

_  these questions were 3(a), 3(b), 19(a), 20(3), 21,
22(b), 23. S

~ Ce
T

-

The respbnsés to some questionsl appééied to be ; o

3



o (L i | .. -] ' |
i’l - . N v * - N - 1 .
? 3 ' '\: "' - ’ ' . . . ’ N .
) }I 0 ' kY ' '- L ' ’ ’ Y - 38"
‘ 't'. ‘\ " . 4 /. P t d |' - . : ’ ¢
o R This may probably have; been related to the size of the com=
f ‘ . munity, the«facilities thab were‘availabre, and school, ~ I s
{v policy regarding a 1eisure reading program.“ Where such
H N A -
_§ 1nfluences appeared to pe important, respogses were tabulated
. el = - - N ‘ R " .o
! . agcording to Boarg. % « oL e B
r T . ' ' v : .
[ ! .
. Eight2 of the que‘stions askeda students, to give their' '
.~ LN r . .
L choices in rank order. For these ques;rgns the’ responses - L
F <t N '.I-
'§ ) ‘were given a weighted valueh This procedure, explained in ~
VA " o
- S Chagter III, was found by Brett3 in her study to be the s
i most’ reliable of four possible methods: ~o N | a
gy ~ : - ‘
i : - ' )
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° L These eight were l(b), 2, 7,.8, 11(b), 11(c), ,
24, 25, fowes )
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Betty M. Brett, "A Survey of the Leisure Reading
.of Grade Nine Students in Central High Schools of N
_, Newfoundland", (Unpubl&shed Master's thesis, University of
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J'n . . N » Co C . A
A. = . .Students'-Enjoyment of Leisure Reading K
; o R ) LT '
v g ' Table 3
‘ . . " R4
Students' AffirmatiVe Reéponses to the Question: .
' Do You g;;oy Readang in Your,Leisure Time? B
! .'.‘..' [y - <
(Responses Arranged in Percentages and According
to School Board and Sex of Students) :
N . ’ ) |
' Board _ Sex. & of Sex $ of . ‘Tétals
y .+ ~ Affirmative . Affirmdtive (Average)
’ ' ;Responses ' Responses .
! : ’ . - )
©An Boys 75% © Girls 93% 84%
B Boys .  65% "Girls 95% 80%
c Boys 53% Girls 84% _ 69% ,
D ‘Boys 68% . Girls 98% = - 83%}
Totals 65% 93¢ , 79¢%

(Average) , : ST

=

B o ' .. b)
SR ,
All three hundred and'twenty-three students responded

to this question and a twenty eight percent differengce was
found between affifmative responses of boys- and girls, with
girlg reporting the higher percentage of enjoyment. Of the
twe;ty-one percent Wwho did not indicate’ engoyment,itﬁe boys
eﬁtnumbered the girls more then'five to one. ;Whereas ninetf:

three percent of the,gifls anéwered this question in the

>
' 2
r - . -
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Taffirmative, only sixty-five pfrcent of the boys igported

S 40

liking reading /in their leisure time. h

It . is perhaps interesting to noheftha; the highest

“ﬁé;ééntage offboys (average of seventy percent) rep&rting
ehjoyment of/&eading in their leisure time was found in
thé'émallest,‘;ural areas (A & B). Since boys in this agé

g?§hp are generally believed to be more interested in

- other tleisure activities such as Spor;é, it may Be that

the availability of fewer, less varied activities in the

'sma;ler more isolated communities"-has contributed to a ,

[V

. N . . 1] j o . Lt
greater. interest in reading. . . L
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. B. Factors Contributingﬁto the E_Joyment 5f Reading

S ‘ 41
T . . ot .
! ' l . e

1

-

. el . o -
S S o
S Table 4

o 3

R - Students' Responses to the Question.

>

“1f You Enjoy Leisure Reading What Are the Chlef Reasong?

(Choices Arranged'by Welghted.Frequency According to Sex
of. Students With the Boys' Responsés Used to Establish

Rank Ordering)

& - -H-’-’\.
. Y -
Possible Respopses . 4 : o 1 Boys Girls
: | F Ta F R
‘)-' . . v . ' N :.."
It is a quiet pastime. ' 152 11 \ "209 il
~ I like to read for infdrmation. 138 2 - 102 4
.I like to use my imagngtion. o 132 3 113 3
I have a book collection of my own. 66 4 88 5
Thére is much readjing in my home.’ 54, 5 - 33 8
Teachers Nave encouraged me to read. 51 6 68 6 -
Reading is my hobby.. 37 .7 125 2
I have formed the habit of getting . 19 8 .47 7
bookg from the library. -
1
- Table 4 éhows thaf boys and girls are in agreement o

“as to the primary contributing factor to reading enjoyment.
-"Both égreed,that it is a quiet bastime. aAlso, both bojs ..
2 i Rl

“and girls gave as .theiy third choice that reading allowed

4 « H
’ .
e . .. ,
.

A,
L
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B - . _' ‘.Z{. ~ ) . N i . .
them t& exercise their imagimation. Whereas boys were in- o

clined to chdosélreadiﬁé for information (second choice)
e and giris to choose reading 55 a hobby (secoq@ choice),

{ bbys were much less likely to read as a hobby {sixth choice)
; o pes than girls to read for .information (fourth chOice)

T : Teachers were not perceived by the respondeﬁls as
R N2 : .
- an important’ factor in encouraging them to read. This is
B . ' S L= -
supported by the information: in Table 18 which indicates

ety . .
that the suggestions of teachers are not considered important

» - ~

by either sex irn chaosing books. Although boysuranked home
14 . -

ﬁiﬁ influence considerably higher than did girls, the home ap-
. pear;‘to have little'influence on the reading of either sex.

Surprising1¥ although a smaller percentage of boys than

girls reported enjoyed reading in their leisure tlme,’the
' boys were more lfkely to have their own book collection.

Qe shown in Table 4 very rew of the respondents of either

sex indicated good librar§ habits. Boys reported that the

habit.of getting.books from-the library was the least im-

* portant reason for reading and-girls reported that it was

a K

the second least important reason.'

-

pa . . . meny

ciem fwt e

F T S
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c. l The Readingzﬂabits of the Students

- ' |

. Table 5

Students' Responses-to the Question: Apart from

the Reading That You do for Your School Courses

and Assignments, What Are Your Reading Habits?
({Cholices Arranged by Weighted Frequency According
to Sex of Students With the Boys' Responses Used

to Establish Rank Ordering)

!

Possible Responses ' Boys Girls
p : o F R F R’
When there {s nothing else to do. 266" 1 244 1
When I am required to read. . - 248 2 146 © =3
In my free time at school. 165 3 242 2
Often when I should be doing home 89 4 58 6
¢ assignments. .
e N : L&
At every opportunity. 66 S 136 4
In preference to other forms of - - 6l . 6 67 5

recreation.

7
Boys ahﬁ girls agreed in their first three cholices.

Both indicated that they recad when there is nothing else

to do, when they are required to, and in theif free time at

A
schoo;, but alternated their second and third choices.
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4 More than twice: as many-gixls as béys indicated

- ™™ -

that they read at every'opportuniﬁy.' Also, girls are more
likely than boys to choose reading over other forms of
) .

recreation.. This supports the results in Table 4 that girls

are more‘iikely to read as a hobby. Boys, on the other i

‘hahd, are more likely|to read when they.should be dbing.as-
signments.

It appears tﬁgt there is an interest in readipg on:

: 'the'pagt of junior high school studen;g, but that they have

difficulty finding time to'reaa. This is supported by the L

findings reported in Table 27. Television, hobbiéé; home-"
+ work and home duties seem to take up quch of the spare time

of students of this age group.

e

-
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D. The Availability of Books
. . ,
C“J'- -’
Table 6 ,
| . a h Y . . -
Students' Affirmative Responses to the Question:
Do You Find in Your Classroom Any .Books You Like .
~to Read in Your Leisure Time? (Responses A_rradg d
in Peréenta’s_ and According to*School Bo rd and .
. A : .
Sex of Students) 3
1 ks B
\ r ,‘ -
) Co ’, o i
Board " Sex % of Sex % of . otals
Affirmative Affirmative Avexage) .
Responses ‘Responses
_ . - { . ._"
A " Boys 65% Girls + 79% L 72%
B Boys 33% Girls © '52% 43%
c.° Boys 438 Girls 38 a1s .
D Boys 368° ' Girls 51% 443
Totals 44y 558 1. 508
(Average)
-l
M ”
e




Students' Affirmative Responses to the Question:

Do You Firid. in Your School Library Any Books You

‘

Table 7

-

Like to Read in Your Le isure Time?

(Respons'es ‘

Arranged in Percentages and According to School .

Board and Sex of Students)

,

46

Sex

¢ of

Board Sex % of Totals
Affirmative . Affirmative (Ave xage)
Responses Response s
2 =3
A- Boys ‘658 " Girls ' 68%* 67%
B Boys 71% Girls 558 63%
C Boys ‘. 80% Girls $9% 75%
D , Boys 48 % Girls 74% 61%
\ - N ¢ . ' )
Totals 66% 67% 6 '7%'
{(Average)

»

Questions three and eighte€en were concerned with the

]

é"\',lailability of books. Not- quite half of the -‘respdndénts

(See Table 6) indicated that spitable books were available

in their classrooms and just over sixty-six percent (See

a

Table 7) indicated that sui tpbie books were available in

thg;r libraries. Siight,,ly more. girls than' boy s wre able to

find books in their schools to meet their interests .

= It is interesting to note that only fi fty-two per—

gent of the students in the largest urban area, Boaxrd D,

‘e o ————y -



nine percent of the students in the small rural area of

, .
- Sex .

Possii:le Responses Boys Girls Totals

) (Average)
. Always T L 17% . 6% | 12%
Often B 21s 10% 16%
‘Some t imes | 53% sot‘ 57%
Rarely S S T éuy- 148
Never ‘ o : 2% | 3% | k1

12r comtr—p iR wm e« | e s o

reported the availability of suitable books, whereas sixty-

47 .

Board A were satisfied with the books in their schools.

This may suggest that-a gxleater variety of books is available
to the students in Board A or that. the books thdt are

able are more easily accessible to them.

vfl '
i

. Tc-}bl—eAB

\

@

Students' Responses to the Question: Do You Have

Difficulty Finding Books to Suit Your Interests?
. - - T

(Responses Arranged in Percentages and Acdording to

Sex of Students)

)

-

\ .
ava iwl.—

. -

.

X<

Approxima}:el.y fifty-éeven percent of the students

in the sample reported havﬁ\g _pi,fficult'y sometimesl in finding

books to suit their interests and twénty-eiqht percent always

1 e

b

BN

.

i
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or often having difficulty. Se\}entéen percent ar\_e'never or . .
v ) . ) %

rarely able to satisfy their interests with the books avail-

able ‘to them. Over twice as many boys as girls are always” <,
. - ” -

or often unable to find beoks that interest them. Thus,

Tabllé 8 supports' the Fesults reported in Tables 6 and 7,

indicating that” the available books do not Qlwaﬁrs satisfy.
the needs and interests of the studerits. |

-

o

-

E. ° The Amount of Readifg ’ - . K

]
r

Sg.nce students wefe answerin\g this question from o
memary over a period of a year, the answers to-guestion 3
four are considered approximat&ons only To prevent too

much error in memory recall, guestion four was broken down

. into three parts, covering the estimated number of books

N -~

read (a) in the last month; (b) in the last four months and

(c) in the last year. Table 9 shows the numbet‘ of books

students reported havxng read in each of these time periods.
Consistent with this stldy's fmdxng, that consid-

erably fewer boys than girls enjoy reading, the girls re-

1)
ported read ing twice as many books over the last menth.
; .

The difference over a one-ydar period; howevér, is smaller,

with girls reporting to have read 1.6 times as many books

as the boys did. This may be related to an 1n\ability to

N '
recall books read at an earlier time. N



49
v " Table.9

‘Averagé Number of Books Read by Students in:

(a) 1 month, (b) 4 months, (c) 1 year
(Responses Arranged According to

)/

- Sex of Studér.xts

. ‘ , . .' . ) ‘s.eh)s
‘Periods : .' Boys 3 " Girls
: N ‘. e . i ) »
1 month o 2 .t ' .4 .
.
"f months o 7 - 11 |
9 , .
1 vear . - 17 ) 27 "
. . .
F. Books Students Are Reading ' .

In question five students were asked to give the

Q

titles of two _bpok; they had read and enjoyed in the last

" year. Fifteen“boys and five girls gave no response. Of
those who did, sixty boys and thirteen girls gave only one
title. This is interesting in view of the average number ‘
of books students re[‘zorted.havinq read (See Table 9). Could:
it be that the respondents overestimated the number ?f books
they had read or that the books._tl.}ey did read had little
impact on them? Books from tHe supplementary reading list
were mentioned sixty-six times by boys Emd fifty times bye

girls. These titles were available to the students on thé

-
"

questionnaire,
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so‘

The boys reported one hundred and seventy-one dif- ,
ferent titles and the girls reported one hundred:énd se?enty.
Twéney—%iye tiglés,'seven of thch were froh the sgpple-

'ﬁentary;feaéing list, were cémmon to boéh sexes. 'Oﬁly twéﬁty-
eight of the titles reported by boys and twanty-niﬁe of those

"}éporééd by girls were mentioned more than one.

. The variety .and great rénge in choices is ?bvious.

_from the list of"title55 Both sexes reporéed seriés books

-'sucﬁ.as Trixie Belden; Nancy Drew, The Hardy‘Boys,lMack Bolan,

| .

adventures of the Black Stallion and the Laura Ingalls
- I .

v,

Wilder books. The gi;ls reported having enjoyed Harlequin

N

and Silhouette roﬁénces as well as To Kill a Mockingbird and

+ L4

Jane Eyre. Boys read and enjoyed books ranging from Ripley's

Believe It or. Not té Lord of_thé‘Rings} Treasure Island and -

s

Death on the Ice. For these reasons it was impossible to
hd 3 4

B

. - categorize the Ytitles.. A complete list of titles mentioned
are recorded in Appendices A and B with frequencies of more
. \

LN

than one indicated.’ N -
N 7 B . -
, ?;6h the.complete. list certain observations can be

1w . .

- ]

[N e

made H ’ . ) N S ":". ot
.o ' ¥ )
. . Some books appeal to both boys and girls. Of
. . -
. . the three hundred and forty-two titles reported;, twenty-

five were common to both sexes., These were ‘of three types:
~(a) books on theﬁsupplemghtgry reading list,. (b) books
‘about adolescents) ang Xc) books abgut mystéry or horror.

?‘ ‘ Ve o oy ' U

N

-~




"able in many stores, including supermarkets, across the

 51 . o)
. u \
" 2. The girls indicated a keen intere;; in novels

about love. They pafticularly liked love stories about

e

‘teenagers, but also indicated a strong interest in Harlequin

and Silhouette romance novels. Such books are easily avail-
province. This may account for their.poéularity.

3. Mystery and detective stories were very popular
with both sexes. The boys, howevei, tended to enjoy more

action-packed storiles such..as those written by Don Pendleton.

Question six asked students to name the book they
remembered most . Boys gave ninety-three titles, the most

popular being The Outsiders and The Journey Home. The girls

gave eighty titles with the most popular being The Qutsiders,

Are You There God? 'It's Me, Margaret, That Was Then, This

is Now and Forever. Sixteen tigles were common to both sexes

with The Outsiders being the most popular. Again, the great

range and variety of titles made it impossible to categorize

the books., Most of the titles, however, are the same ‘as

those giveﬁ'for questions five and fourteen. A complete list

of titles is given in Appendices C and D.

G. Books Recommended

" Question fourteen asked the students to name two

books they thought should be available in the school

iibrary. They were not told they could not recommend books

that were already in the school. Supposedly the books
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recopmended are books thé“students have either read them- ¢

selvésfof/havesheard about. . _ . e
- . i “ ;o ' Xl _ .
~ JFifty-eight percent.of the bdys and. twenty-seven

4

percent of the girls did not answer this’'question, and a

large numbex who did gave- only one response. 0f the one

hundigd‘aﬂd eighty-eight responses given by bays only ninety-

. -

two were actual'titles of booké. This may suggest a lack of

!
-

awaréhess of-particular,title$. .0f the remaining ninety-six ‘! 7
o . ’ : ' . "--a-' e
Fesponses,'th were aJthn*%T thirgy-seven were magazines,

. g . oz

u-

! A S
ten were series books and forty-seven were tppics or types
of reading material. -Farley Mowat and Gordon Korman were

the authors recommended. The magazines were Timg, Bananas,

N » ‘
Cycle World, Dirt Bikes, The Enquirer, Hit Parader, Mac;eans,

National Geographic, Newsweek, rPopular Science, Playboy,
T !

-~

Penthouse, Reader's Digest, Sports-Illustrated, and comics.

The series books suggested were The Hardy Boys, James Bond

and Mack Bolan. Respondents who.could not identify specific .

'_ book titles or magazines recommended books about animals,

mystery, careers, the‘outdoors, foreign lands,'séace, history,

lives of T.V. and mov;e stars, horror, sports, music, science,.‘

'health, motorbikes, current affairs, video-games, westérns,

war stories and encyclopedias. . }
Of the two hundred and eleven responses.given %y the

girls only one hundred and seyenty-two were actual book

titles. Three respondents named the author. Twelve named

magazines: True Story, Teen Beat, Playgirl, Bananas,

Dynamite, d and comics. Eight indicated the series books




~ -

_ Nancy Drew, Little House on the Prlairie, Harlequin, Silhouette

and Swéet Dream Romances. :l‘he remaining sixteen recommended

the lives of movie stars, love'stories abaut tee’nagers,\j‘oke

- -
- l

books, mysteries and books about .hobbies and video “games.

- Three of the eleven titles which were recommended by’

both sexes were from the supplementary reading list. Ten

-

other iLt,i_.t]’.'es from the reading list were suggested by either’

boys lr girls. T'E‘o-rf:'y—seireri'of the titles were recommended
more than once w1th the most popular being ‘The Out51ders(25)4‘

N

Are You There: God? It\'s Me, Margaret(ltl) ’ Forever(l4) , E.T. --

,}
The Extra Terrestrial (8), That Was Then, This“Is Now(6),

~ be found in Appendices E'and F.

\ . A . .
Poltergeist(5) , and Tex(5). A complete list of titles can

-
L ~ . . R

H. . Interest in Non-Fiction _ /
. !

~As indicated by the responses to questions five,

. . . . .

six and fourteen, boys-are more likely tHo read and enjoy

non-ficfion than’are girls. The non-fiction books boys
reported having read 1ncluded mainly books about sports
¥ b

and sport personalitles, "how to" books, space and war.

Girls, on the other hand, indicated having read only a small

number of non-fiction books. Among those me,n‘tioned were

Go Boy!, Helen Keller, The‘Libra*ry- of Horses and Mommie
N ’ I

RS

Dearest. Table 17 supports these f indings, "although the / E

4
e .. . S
LI - +
. - . N
.

4Nurnbers indiéate the frequency’ of‘occurre‘nce.'

. et o b AL
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percentage' of boys who reported liking
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non—-fiction is.dnly

slightly higher than the pefcentagg of girls who ré’ported"

L

- -~
» - . . - :

- *the'same interest. . - ;-

R
- - I ,

i3 -
Table 10 ’

Students' Interest in Non—-Fiction.

1¢hoices'Arranged by Weighted Frequency -

mannexs, grooming

= According to,Sex'of Students With the
- ' ) ! ‘
Boys '. Responses Used to Establish Rank = _
Ordering)
o B : {
Possible Responses . - Boys Girls

- " ¢

- F R F. R
Inventjon'and sclentific’ ’ ' 763 1 243 8

- discoveries . -

1 v 3 Y
Accounts of wars and conguest 950 2 99 10
Nature books, the sea, 9n1mais, , 750 2 -602 2

birds S ~ - '
Exploring new and strange lands ' 749, 3 ©33 =~ 76
Development and description of o584 303 7
games and activities ' b
Hobbies and handicrafts - ~516 5 524 3
Life stories of interesting ... 496 6 952 1
people ° o ’
chupat,ion and careers ‘ 337 -1 416 5
Others g v 158 8 166 9
Self-improvement, dress, . 63 9 514 4




"\.J
II['

"

. / - L2 Bl

3 - ).

o o , ' 55

; rdble 10 in'di&es 'a marked difference in,v_the boly'_s"
and girls' spreferences in non-fiction.:' Scientific di.slcc;'\‘/‘"—‘“
‘eries, waAr, nlature'and strange lands were the boys' favour-

' _ A
ftes. With the excerption of nature, girls ranked the_.‘se
types of reading ma'i:erial much l'owe-r than did boys. .

Giruls chose biography, natufe, hobbies/handicrafts
and dself—impfow{eme;mt as their top chdices. Boys showed

little interest in the girls' favourites, again with the

) except'ion of nature. Neither sex indicated a strorig interest

in,occupations and careers, or development and ‘description

“of games and activities, aithough'the boys ranked games
slightly higher than did girls.
Although a definition of non-fiction was included

in ,t‘he.question, a small numbér of. bqys and girls named

"types of f£iction such as mystery, horror and romance. Boys

indicated an inEerest in music, éomputer programming and
video games information, while girls reported interest in

spoxrts and Hollywood news.

P LI p— PR P P e s,
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T . Table 11

[N

Students' Interest in Fiction (Choices Arranged by

Al

«nLWeighted Frequency Accdfding to Sex of

Studerntts With the Boys' Responses

Used to -Establisi Rank Ordering)

3

o

AL <2 by
- R 10
e ' - !
- e - . . - v e ¢
4 I. Interest in Fiction -
N ,“:- . L}
A e T

Possible Responses ) Boyé‘ Girls
v F -« R F R
e - ' ' A
< Mystery and detective stories-ﬂf 1315, \l 1167 , 3
ﬂ Adventure_gtories about young people . 1257 2 1609 2
3 P : T e '
Fantasy stories of the strapge and 950 3 1131 4
unusual - e .
Science fiction, ingluding space 889 4 158 12
’ travel . S
Humourous stories 841 5 11036 -
Western stories, cowﬁoys, pioneer 806 6 - 220 13
days - "
. Stories about real animals ';‘ﬁ 755 7 596 6
- Stories about life in the pas€ * 724 8 596
" Sports stories ’ 715 9 265
Adventure stories about adults 626 10 507
Myths and legends ‘ 578 11 367
Stories about animals that talk 545 12 254 \ 1LI® h
flove stories R 378 13 1814 Y .
. ¥ravel' stories 22i' 14 140 115 .o
T Stories df careers or personal 109 15°  266. .9 -
“« . achievement ) ) . L
Others ; 83 16 71 15 .
| \
A .
1 ]
l‘ 4
- B P~ -
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The boys chose mystery and detéEtive,stories and
adventure stories about young people as their two favourite
types, of fiction. They also indicated a strong interest in
fantasy, science fiction, humourous stories and westerns.
Boys expressed little interest in stories of carecers or
personal achievement, travel,.iovc, stories 6f animals that
can talk and myths and legends. Wherecas they rated adventure
stories about young people as sccond, they showed only mild.
interest in adventure stories of adults. This was true of
the girls as well, although the girls ranked adventure
stories of adults slightly higher than did the boys.

~The girls' first choice was léve stories while the
b&ys showed very little interest in this type gf fiction.
Four of the boys' top five choices, however, wcre also
popular with the girls. " These were mystery and detective
stories, adventure stories about young people, fantasy
stories, and humurous stories. The exception was science
fiction, which boys ranked in fourth place and girls placed
way down in twelfth., Likewise, western stories were fairly
popular with boys but not with girls. Both boys and girls
indicated little interest in myths and legends, storics
about animgls that talk, and travel stories. Girls rankod
stories.of carcers and personal achievement much higher
than did boys, putting it in ninth place. The boyg placed
" it fifteenth.
Both boys and qgirls indicated an interest in horror

and storices of the supernatural in the section 'others',

<
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This was confirmed in the responses to questions five, six
and fourteen. The boys also expréssed-intefest in stories

about truckers such as 9mokey and the Bandit.

J. Interest in Plays, Poetry, Short Stories and Novels
: \
Table 12 h‘:S
Students' Choices in Plays, Poetry, Short Stories and
. Novels (Responses Arranged in Percentages and
According to Sex of Students) *
Sex

Possible Responses': Boys Girls »
Novels 54% 76%

Short Stories - 61% 14% .

Plays K * 21% 30%

Poetry 12% 23%

-~

v

*Total percentage is greater than 100, since students were
not limited to one choice.

0Of the four genres, girls chose novels and boys
chogz short stories as their favourites., It-may.be that
the high percentage of girls as compared to the relativply
low pecrcentage of boys who reported a ‘preference for“novelé

"is related to the study's findings, that many more girls ,




.

59

than boys enjoy reéding. For this same reason it is inter-

esting that so few girls indicated that they liked short

, '
stories. . .

Both boys and girls indicated little interest in -

.plays. On the, other hahd,  .while very few,boyé or ‘girls

reported ap interest in poetry,-almost.twiée as many girls

as boys*indicated_a liking for this type of reading material.

~

s

K. -Students' Reading Habits Cohﬁernihg Newspapers

- -~

Table 13~

“Students' Responses to the Question: How Often Do

. \
You Read Newspapers? (Responses Arranged in

Y

Percentages and According to:Séx of Students)

Sex
Possible Responses ' .‘ Boys éirls Totals
i : . (Average)
Occas;onélly,butxhot':egularly 412 52% ‘ 47%
Weekly . . 23% 26% 25%
Daily ' S 19y 9% 14%

Not at all - o 17% 138 15%.
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™~ Less than half the sample population reported reading

newspapers occasionally. Table 13 indicates that the majority

- of junior high school students do read the newspaper since

. only fifteen percent stated they did not. Approximately

)

twenty-five percent of the Students read the newspaper weekly

and fourteen percent read it daily.. There seems to be little

difference in the newspaper reading habits of boys and girls.

, L. Interest in Magazines

A. Reading:-Habits

Table 14

Students' Responses to the Question:

How Often Do

-

You Read Magazines? -‘(Responses Arranged

in Percentages and According to Sex of Students)

Sex
Possible Responses . Boys Girls Totals
. (Averade)
Occasionally but not regularly 53% 65% 59%
Weekly ’ .22% 19% 21%
Not at all 148 5% 10%
Daily ‘ T 11s 11% 11%

L
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-
' 4

~Fifty-nine percent of all students read magazines
occasionally but not regularly, with twelve perq\?t more
girls thén boys indicating occasional reading There was
little difference between sexes in their weekly reading,
with boys readiné slightly more than girls. No difference
was reported in the daily reading of magazines by boys and

girls. The boys, howevér, reported reading magazines not

"at all almost three times as often as the girls did.
.4

s
»

L
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B. Qh;ice of Magazines
' Table 15 AL
SéudentsJ'Préferénces“in Types of Magazines:
(Choices Arranged by Weighted Frequency
According to Fex o{ Students wikh the Boys'
Responses Used to Eétablish Rank. Ordering) )
' 1
Possible Responses Boys Girls
v o F R F R
comics . - 166 1 106 4
Sports , 157 2 T 19 7
Sciehce fiction, space travel 121 3 6 10
Nature, the out of doors, 114 4 39 5
animals, birds and
the like
Movie ‘1ife, film stars, 89 5 173 3
. Hollywood, etc.
News, currént events 62 6 l§ 8
Hobbies and handicrafts . 53 7 21 6
Teen magazines _ |: 53 7 2é5 1
Others ' : 45 9 11 9
Love‘ . 40 10 180 2

-

'A number of differences .as well as some similarities

weée noted between the boyé' and girls' preferences in
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3

maqazines; Teen magazines, which girls found most interesting,

were of little interest to boys. Likewlse love was given a’

high ranking by girls ang placed in last pqsition by boys.

The boys indicated a strong interest in science fiction and

sports, whereas the.girlé gave science fiction the ‘lowest
' »
rating of all and showed little interest in sports.. This -

S

. was consistent with their expressed interest in books (See

Table 11).
Boys -expressed an intense inte;est'in comics, making

. ) , "
it their first choice. Girls, although they indicated a

'fondnpss for comics, ranked them fourth. Other popular

choices of both sexes were nature and-movie life. Little
interest in news, current events and hobbies and handicrafts

was reported by either sex.

™

" Eﬁl—""
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Possible Responsés éoxs ¥ . Girls
’ F "R F R
‘. sports Illustrated 827° 1 165 10
Hof:_bRoq 759 2 172‘_' 9
National ~Geographic . ”'740 3 356" 5
Regder's Digé;t y 627 4 816 3
. Maclean!s Magazine' 5 551 5 274 7
" Popular écience . 514 ° 6 63 13
Popular Mechanics ' 445 -7 70 12
Time <:::\\ 425 L8 ) 270 8
Others T T 270 9 603
Newsweek 235 '.io > 78
Se;énteen._ 132 11 938
owl | ' : 124 12 . ° 349
Miss Chatelaine 37 13 sis 2

N

5

. RN
C. Students' Preferences in Magazines
v , v

Students' Preferences in Magazines
Arranged hy Weighted Frequency According to .

Sex of Students With the éoyg' Resgpnses

A}

N

Table 16

%

-

L4

’

(Choices

Used to Establish Rank Ordering)

LY
=
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Table 16 supports the findings‘oﬁ“Table 15. The

girls indicated a strong interest in teen magazines such as

Seventeen, Miss Chatelaine, Young Miss and Teen Beat. Boys
. ¥, -

expressed.very little interest in these magazines. Sports " ':
*x .. : » "

Illustrated and Hot Rod, which were of little interest to

) . : r .

girls, were the boys' favourites. This is not surprising, :

".coﬁéiaeringlthe data in Table 15, .which indicate that boys’

. A} I3 :
h?d.an intense interest in sports magazines. Girls, however, _
’ 8, v, _ - : |

expressed on]y mild interest in.magazines about sports.

\ e . ! ’ . . -
* 7. Little interest in news magazines such as Time,

1

'Newsﬁeek and M\clean's was reported by either sex., Of these

three magazinesMaclean's was the favourite. Both boys and

-
LEN

girls indicafed an interest in Reader's Digést and National

i o g - ' el
Geographic. - ot ,

In the section 'others' boys added Dxnamife(3)5,

‘-

Hit Parader(3), Playboy(3), dYEle Canada(2), Field and Stfeam

,(2), Mad(2), Science World(2), Scope(2), Cycle World(l),

Popular Photography(l) and The Enguirer(lf The girls sug-

‘gested Teen Beat (18),:P1ayg1r1(9), Glamour(4), Young Miss(4),

Bananas(3), Dynamite (2), Hit Paraderjz), Jam(2), Scope(2),

Soap: Opera Digest(2) and The Enquirer(2). : o

PNumbers indicate frequency of responses.

R
O .,
. '
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M. ' preferences in Certain Genres '
. ‘ Table 17
Students' Preferences in Types of ‘Reading Materials
. . 4
(Responses Arranged in Percentages and According to
Sex of Student) ' .
. !
Sex

Possible Responses . Boys Girls
Fpct . A 3l% 25%
Poetry o .33% 42%
Plays . « | 55% 66%
‘Newspapers N . . 17% . 9%
Fiction ’ 69% 75%
Prose : ' 67% 58%
Essays 45% 34%
Magazines 83% 91% (' '

¢ '

Table 17 indicates that boeb sexes are in agreement
as to their preferencés for fiction, Lrose,.plays and ‘
magazines over fact, poetry, essays and newspapers.

.ﬁpys were mofe likely than girls to choose fact,
newspapers and essays, with the percentage of boys choosing

newspapers almost twice that of girls., This is substantiated

3 by 'the information in Table 13 which shows that more than

. .
¥ » . f Y et e s E—— - - -
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h)

twice as maﬁ&'bqys as girls read the newspapers daily.

The number of boys and giris who indicated that they
- - ( .

preferred plays and poetry is “surprising considering the low .
percentage who Qould choose to iead poetry'and plays if they
were available“(Seé Table 12). »Thé percentages for those

- T

two types of reading material are more than, twice as high in

..‘f‘

Table .}7 as in Table 12.

A 1
LY

+f

m» e
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N. Factors Which Influénce Students'' Choices in Books

9

Table! 18

3

Students' Responses to the Question:: When You' Are

Selecting a Book to Read in Your Leisure Time,

Wwhat Helps You Most in Making Your Choice? . S

(Choices Arranged by Weighted Frequency According to
Sex of Students With the Boys' Responses Used to

‘ Establish Rank Ordering)

B

Sex

Possible Responses o Boys Girls

. F R F, R
The title of the book ~ 123 1 105 1
Influence of movie or télevision= 88 2 - 74 2
The illustration on the cover . 71 3 56 4
The number of pages . 54 4 12 10
A friend's recommendation 33 s 72 3
Readability - Size of print, lenqth ) 29 6 17 8

of paragraphs, etcc

Authorship (the writer) 27 7 45 5
The  teacher's or librarian's ) 18 8 S 21 6
' suggestion N
The discussion of the book in class 13 9 15 9
Relation of boek to work bei;g 8 1l0- ‘12 10
' done in school . P

Others ~ ‘ 8 10 20 7

-
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Both sexes agreed that “the title of the book was the
primary factor in influencing their choice of books for
leisure reading. Although almost seventy percent of the

" respondents reported that they read fewer bogks b%cause of
féle&ision (See Table é6), they .ranked movies and tgleviszbn
as the ;eéond biggest influence on their reading choices.
That these media forms are influential is confirﬁed by tﬁe

number of books students reported reading because of having

seen the movie or T.V. show. The most popular were The

Outsiders, E.T. - The Extra Terrestrial and Star Wa;s. A
1

list of these books and their frequency is included in

Appendices G and H.

Boys also rhd%cated that the illustration on the
. \ .

cover was important to their'chéice of books. Girls’, "however,

reported that Ehe illustration was less important to‘them
and that they were more likélx to read "a book- because of a
friend's recommendation. The number of pages had'a éiéﬁifi-
cant influence on the boys' choice of books. but little in-

fluence on the choices of girls. ' ‘“

e
~

Both sexes indicated that authorship did not have a
great influence on their reading choices, although girls
ranked this factor slightly higher than did boys. Despite

these data a numbér of authors such as Judy Blume, Lois

Duncan, and S.E. Hinton appeared consistently popular through-

out the book lists that are included in the Appendices.
The suggestions of teachers and librarians, class

H
discussions and relation to 3chool work were not considered

}
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important by either boys or girls in choosing books. One
o N 8

wonders if thié is so because tﬁese factorf are so infre-

quently a part of theif expériences. In the 'others'

section boys specified the summary on fhe.bdoktg),szthe Eygé -

of bookj2), critics"ré%ieWS(l)tand table of contents(l) as

factors that influence their choices in books. The girls

included the summary on the back(1l8) and thee type of book(2).

v .

B

- t
S Numbers indicate the frequency of responses.

" .
. . .
= . 1

"Nv .
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0. Allotment for Reading Periods

A L Table 19

Students' Affirmative Responses to the Question:

.Is Time Set Aside in Your Timetabie for Periods

- ¥
in Which Yod Can Go to the Library and Do ‘
Leisure Reading? (Responses Arranged in
Percentages and According to School Board -
and Sex of Students)
Board Sex % of Sex % of Totals
Affirmative Affirmative (Average)
Responses Responses
A Boys 0% Girls 0% 0% -
B . Boys 0% Girls 0% 0%
c Boys 29% Girls = 24% 27%
D Boys 14% * Girls 51% 33%
Totals : 11% 19% 15% o
(Average)
- x
W,
da
t
v
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Table 20

Students’' Affirmative Responses to the Question:

Is There Class Time Set Aside for Leisure Reading

in the Classroom?

(Responsés Arranged in

Percentages and According to School Board and

Sex of Students)

72 .

Board Sex % of Sex § of Totals
Affirmative Affirmative {Average)
Respon ses Responses !
A Boys 100% Girls 100% 100% |
B Boys 0 Girls 0% 0%
C Boys 43% Girls 62% 53%
D Boys 70% Girls 64% 67%
Totals 533 57% "\ 55%
(Average) :

Only fiftcen percent of the respondents reported

having specific library periods (Sce Table 19) and fifty-five

percent said they had

reading (Sce Table 20) .

3

regular classroom periods for lelsure

As Tables 19 and 20 indicate,

leisure rcading time appears to be provided for in certain

School Boards and not in others.

cither clasarcom or library were provided, once

per six day cycle was

Board C which allowed three

the time allotment.

class

Where reading periods in

period

The eXception was

fiftecen-minute periods a cycle.,

~
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Students' Affirmative Responses to the Question:

Do You Think Time Should Be Set Aside For Leisure.

Reading? (Responses Arranged In Percentages and

According to School Board and Sex of Students)

Board sex % of Sex % of
Affirmative. Affixrmative
. Responses Responses

A * Boys 90 % Girls 100%

B Boys 92% Girls 100%

c Boys 94% Girls 93%

D Boys 84% Girls g7t
Totals d 90% 95%
(Average)

Although regular leisure reading
for only a small percent of the students
20), most students indi*ed a desire to

for reading. Ninety percent of the boys

periods are provided

s

_(Seec Tables 19 and’
have time set aside

and nincty-five

percent of the girls responded to thls question.in the

af firmative. The high percentage of boys desiring leisure

reading periods conflicts with the data in Table 3 since

only sixty-five percent of the boys said they enjoyed reading
13

as a 1015‘\\1ru time activity. These high percentages are

supportoed, however, by the data in Table 28 which indicate

-'.



that students of both

74

sexes feel that more free time to

spend in the.library would help most in improving their

leisure reading.

1 2

P. Class Discussion of Books

Table 22

Students' Affirmative Responses to the Question:

Do You Enjoy Discussing Books You Have Read?

{ Responses Arranged in Perxrcentages and According

-

to Sex of Students)

t of Sex
) ~Affirmative Responses
62% Boys
¢
’ 93% Girls
. 18% Total
N {(Average)

Seventy-pight percent of the respondents indicated

. that they enjoy discussing books they have read. The per-—

centage of hoys who reported enjoying book discussion,

however, was thirty-one points lower than that of girls.

This is supported by’

the information in Table 28 in which

both scxes ranked 'more class discussion of certain books'!
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fourt}; out of a possible eleven choj"ces in their suggestions

for improving leisure reading.

Although a substantial number of students enjoy

book discussions, it would appear from the data in Table 23

that very few are given an opportunity for such an activity

during classroom time.

Stugents' Affirmative Responses to the Question:

Is Any Class Time Set Aside for Discussing Books

Table 23

You Have Read That You Are Not Required toc Read?

(Responses Arranged in Percentages and

According to School Board and Sex of Students)

Totals

Board Sex % of Sex % of
Affirmative Affirmative (Average)
Responses Responses
A Boys 7% Girls 5% 6%
A
B Boys 931 Girls 3% 484
c ¥ boys 14% . Girls as 9%
D Boys 11% Girls 8% 108
",- I
~="Totals 31% 5% 18%

{(Average)




.76

From the students' responses it appears that
discussion of books students are not required to read is not
a regular part of the r~eading program in most classrooms.
Only ei?hteen percent of the students indicated that ciass—
roon{ time is set aside for such discussions. The only
exception was School Board B since ninety—-two percent of the
boys reported having megular class room time for book
discussion. The girls in Board B, however, had the lowest
percentage of affirmative responses to this question. This
diffe rence may be related to the policy of individual teachers

rather than the policy of the School Board.

"
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Q. Book Reports

Table 24

N .

Students' Affirmative Responsés to the Question:

Are you Ever Required to Write Book Reports on

Books You Read on Your OQwn? (Responses Arranged

in Percentages and According to School Board

and Sex of Respondent)

Board Sex % of Sex % of ~Totals
Affirmative Affirmative (Average)
Responseces ' Responses
A Boys 55% Girls’ 42% 49%
. .
B Boys 36% ' Girls 38% 37%
C Boys 65% Girls 69% 67%
D Boys 82% Girls 82% 82%
Totals 60% ¢ 58% 59%¢
(Avorage)

<,

Fifty-nine percent of the respondents reported that
they werxe sometimes required to write hook reports on books
they read on their own. The number of students who answered o
'ves! to thissquestion varied markedi'y from Board to Board,

L 4

with Board D having the highest percentage of affirmative

responses and Board B having the lowest.

~
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Table 25

Students' Responses to the Question: Do You

Like to Write Book Reports on Books You Read

on Your Own? (Responses Arranged in Percentages

and According to Sex of Students)

Sex
Possible Responses Boys Girls
Always 2% . 5%
Sometimes 53% 73%
- A '

Never ) 45% 22%

»

Seventy-three percent of the girls and fifty-three
percent of thé boys indicated that they occasionally enjoy
writing reports on books they read in their leisure time.
Girls are much more likély.than are boys to enjoy writing
book reports. Twice as many boys as girls indicated that
they never like having to/writc book reports.

R. Students' Interedt in Television
, /

/ ' .
A. Students' Choices in Teclevision Programmes

Question sixthg asked students to name their three

favourite T.V. shows. Becausc of the multi-faceted nature

1}
of television programs it was difficult to put many of the
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programs into-def;pite categories. This, plﬁs the fact that
the variety of television programing is more limited than
that of printed matter, may account for the differences in
students' interests in T.V. shows aqd types of reading
material.

The responses indicated a strong interest on the
part of both sexes in adventure/mystery shows such as The

A-Team, The Fall Guy, The Dukes of Hazzard, Rnight Rider,

Magnum P..I., T.J. Hooker and CHIPS. !

Becagse of the great variety of situation comedies
presented, it was impossible to classify them under anything
more definite than humour. These shows included such varied
topics as love, familysituations,teenage problems, espionage,
fantasy, the supernatural, adventures of adolescents, adven-
tures of adults, war, careers and social issues. The only
generalization that codld be made was that réspondents 6f
both sexes showed a strong interest in situation comedies of
all sorts, preferring these shows second only to those clas-
sified as adventure/mystery.

In addition to adventure/mystery and humour, boys

showed mild interest in the unusual such as Ripley's Believe

It or Not and That's Incredible. They alsoc reported a slighF
intercsé in shows dealing with sports, nature and science
fiction. Game shows, soap operas and current affairs were
lowest on their list of preferences.

i .
Girls indicated a fairly strong interest in afternoon

N

and nighttime soap operas such as General Hospital, Another

v
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World a2§ Dallas. They also reported a mild interest in the
unusual, science fictioﬁ, Hollywood gossip, game shows,
nature and science.’

.~

B. Influence of T.V./Movies on Reading

Table 26

Students' Responses to the Question: Do You Think

That You Read More Books or Fewer Books Because of

Watching T.V.? (Responses Arranged in Percentages

J’ and According to Sex of Students)
Sex
Possible Responses Boys Girls
f .
More books 20% 25%
Fewer books 68% | 71%
No response ’ 12% . 4%

> Twelve percent of the boys ;nd four percent of the
girls gave no response to this question. Approximately
seventy percent of the respondents indicated that, in
their opinion, they rcad fewer books because of.their
T.V. viewing habits. Therc was little difference bctween

S,

the responses of boys and girls. This is supported

i

T -
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by the findingsin Table 27 in which both sexes indicated
that the fact that thelir spare time is occupied with T.V. or

movies was the greatest hindrance to their leisure reading.
|

Al though students reported that they rea"ld fewer
i

' books because of television, television and movies seem to

have a def inite influence on their choice of books. 1In
Table 18 both sexes agr.eed that the influence of movies or
television was a highl‘y important factor in influencing 5. :
their reading ché.ices. Movies and television were ranked '
second only to the title of the book,

In question fifteen students were asked to list two
books they had read because they had seen the movie on
television shows. Fifty-eight boys and thirty=-one girls
gave no response and many who did gave only one title. In
all, the boys gave seventy-eight titles and the girls gave
eighty-five. Twenty-nine of these were bcoks that both sexes
had read. i’ifty—five of the titles given by both boys and

girls were mentioned more than once, A complete ligt of

the titles appears in Appendices G and H. -

S. Supplementary Reading List

Not all students provided the required information
on all books. The exact number of no responses for each
book is included in Appendices I and'J.

Of the ten books most widely recad by either sex, f£ive

were common to both boys and girls. 0l1d Yeller, The Outsiders




82

and I'sland of the Blue Dolphins were rated the three most

widely read books by both scxes and the majorlty of stu_dents
who read these books reported. that they had found them inter—
esting. It may be that these particular books were singled
out by tcachers for special.attention . Although all the
bocks had been read by 'at least one respondent, not ecven thé

favourites were read by a great number. The Outsiders, which

was the most widely read, was read by one hundred and seventy
respondents, Old Yeller was read by one hundred and sixty-five

resbondents, Island of The Blue Dolphins by one hundred and

fifty-one respondents, 20,000 Leaques Under the Sea by ninety-—

two respondents and The Call of the Wild by seventy-one re-

spondents., Only two books, 01& Yeller and The Outsiders,

Wer’e read by more than half the sampled students. Forty-

nine of the fifty-three books were read by less than twenty-

.of the titles were not familiar to over
fifty percen he students in this sixrvey. This may
indicate tha e majority of the books on this list are

cither not avalilable in the schools, or if they are, are not
casily e‘xcccssiblc to the students thgy are meant for. This
may al so account for the fact that 'SXC books such as Sawtooth
Harbour Boy were read by the majority of students in one schlool
and by none in other schools. Or it may be t'hat some 'tcachcrs
may select particular books for required recading. The fact

that so few books were rcad by the respondents may indicate

that the book s on the list are not particularly interesting
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i . .

to the students in 'junior high ,schooi. " A complete list of

the books and the frequency of responses is incgluded in

Appendices I and J.

s
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T. - Factors Which Hinder Leisure Reading

- S

Table 27

Factors Which Hinder Leisure Reading

) »
(Choices Arranged by Weighted Frequency

According to Sex of Students With the

Boys' Responses Used to Establish

Rank Ordering)

!

B4

14

Possible Responses Boys Girls
F R F R
Spare time is occupied with T.V. 408 1l 355 2
: or movies a
Lack of suitable books at school 334 2 259 3
Lack of reading time because df 314 3 208 4
hobbies
Lack of time because of homework 258 4 362 1
assignments
Preferences for comic books 187 5 96 8
Lack of suitable books at home 130 6 204 5
Preference for magazines 123 7 119 7
Lack of reading time because of 123 7 176 6
home duties '
Lack of public library facilities 85 8 55 10
Lack of reading skill 57 9 29 - 11
Too much time spent travelling to 43 10 97 9
and from school ’
Other 11 17 12
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s '. liccording’ to the students in thi; study lack of time

| ‘ "and the \mavailability of interesting books in s,ghool were -
: t}_x‘e two major obst’:acles to leisure reading. Respondents
.reported that their’spare time was :'Qccui)ied with T.v., movies,
e 'nobbies and homework. It would appeér from Table 27 that

-

. ' 'girls,' however, find:homewnrk muc'h more|demanding on their ’
time tha’n boys do. Only _s,l.ightly more than ,nalf the s_.tudents-
investigated sald that s'u_it':aible b_ool;é were available in their
is,cnools and boys found it more'difficulf th;an did girls 'to'
f-iné books to suit- their'interests' (See Tables 6 and 7)
| Boys are more likely than girls to, prefer comic books -

L o v (See Table 15) but both. ranked preference for magazines the

', N . same. Girls reported a lack of suitable books at home as a-

more significant _factor than did boys/i/n/tlreir evaluation of
. ' what hinders their leisure reading. This is supported by
‘the findings in Table 9 which indicate that boys are more
: likely to have their own book collection. .
, Home duties .and travelling time were not too ‘demand-
ing on tlxe respondents of either sex. Llack/'of public library
_facilities and lack of readihg skills we-re~ not perceiveci as -

major problems to either boys or girls. Botn sexes reported

o
ot
&

E 90

that their interest in outdoor activities, sports and video

games sometimes interfe red .with their reading.

. s ' . )
Uu. "Sugge\stions for Improvement _
. . ,

o

. 'Btudents were asked to choose five responses from a

o passible eleven in thei;:' suggestions for improvement in

£l g Pt e e Aa Vst 4 e
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their leisure reading. Students indicated the existing -

¢

problems as they saw them in Table 27.

‘. Table 28

Students' Responses to the Quéstidﬁ? what Would

Help You Most in Your lLeisure Reading? (Choices
Arrariged by Weighted Fregquency According to Sex
of Students With the ‘Boys' Responses Used to

4

other experts on books

. Establish Rank Ordering)
" Possible Reéponses o ) , Boys" Girls ..
i F R F R
More free time to spend in library 388 1 443 .1
More books available in classroom 352 2 374 3
and/or school
More books of interest to me : 340 . 3 419 2
More class discussion of certain books"7 242 4 186 "4~
More reafng by teacher or student 193 5 146 6
from favourite books : :
More diredtion in choosing books .. 173 6 -~ 171 5
More teacher help in learning to : 125 7 104 7
understand books B
More required reading - . - 109 8 95 8
More oral reporting.to the class 92 9 85 9
on favourite books '
More direction and supervision in 75 10 59 10
using the library ' g
More talks by librarians, authors or 57 11 36 11

T P ST POt T
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A
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o ' ’ Respondente of boILh_sexes were in almost ful{l agree-
ment. 1n/ rankinq their. suggestions for im rovement. Students
1ndicate’d lack of time and lack of interesting reading material

" as two of the biggest factors which hinder reading (See Table
~27). Consistent with this, students of both sexes agreed’
that the three, things which would.-improve their 1eisure read-

-

R - ing.were more time to spend in the library, the availability

£

!

. of more books -and more books of interest to them.’

Both sexes also - strongly suggested that' class dis-

e __cussion of certain books would be helpful. Seventy—seven

4

percent of students indicated that they enjoy discussing
" books they have read (See 'l‘able 22) but few schools seenm
to provide for this need (See Table 23) Students also
..1-“ o \suggested more oral reading from books and more guidance in
choosing boeks. W ) o h | |

suggestions,{ rﬁore required reading, o'ral reports, library

a \ superv'islon and talks by professionals werelnot’popular
requests. - _ _ '
\ \\ ‘ ' \
[ . . 3

AR , . L

In chapter four the data collected from three hunared
' and twenty-three Junior high school student!'s has been pre-

\"\ h sented and discussed. A high percentage of the students

\ . sampled enjoy reading 1n their leisure time although girls

are more likely than boys to read for enjoyment. “.Boys read

Although Students gave some "_suppprt to the remaining :
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v an average of seventeen books a year wheréas girls. read an

’

e average of twenty- seven. Both sexes read when there 18

nothing else to do and because it is a quiet pastime. T

There is a marked difference between boys' and girls
'preferencesin non-.fictipn, although both sexes- indicated
" that they- like reading about nature. Boys prefer accounts '
of scientific discoveries, war and strange "lands whereas .

girls prefer biographies and books about hobbies ahd self- .
. | T

15

. improvement. A IR C

In fiction,,boys showed a strong interest in mystery
stories, : fantasy and science fiction. Both 'sexes indicated

,high .interest in adventure stories about young people but

R top choice - love storiés. As well, girls showed little
« : ) ) . o
interest in some of the boys.' favourites such as science

filetion and legends, stories about animals that t‘alk, chr'

-]

travel stories.

' With respect to the genres, girls brefer novels
- first, then short stories, pleys, and f'inally poetry; boys
-_ . :prefer short stories, followed'by nc'wels, plays and 'poetry.
'Both sexes agreed ,t'hat they prefex fiction to _ifact, f)rose“ 'b
| «0 poetry, pleys tolessays and magazines to newspape'fs al-
though beth reported occasional readi'n;g of lio_th‘ newspapers
il - : ’ and magazines.'
A high percentage 06 the students’ reported that they

enjoy discussing bgoks they have read although few are given

-

PR o b o e s

L . not about adults. Boys showed little interest in the gi_rﬁls' '

i
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. to ljke writing reports, on books they}epjoyed.

Al sl

L

'their-reading-choices.

_of" either sex."Indeed, most of-the titles are not even

" conaiderations- by the students.

. the opportunity to do s6. Girls are more likely than'boys

The biégest deterrents to_theistudents' leisure

reading appear to be lack ef'time and lack of interesting

bookezin.school and at home. Television viewing is very

“*demanding on the -time that they might otherwise spend

reading, T.V. do@s,'howevef, appear to have an influence on
. _ . - ,
The~books'on the supplementary reading Iisé, with
very few exceptions, are not widely read by the students
d
famxllar to many of the students,

Students 1nqlcated a strong deslre to have more

2 time to. spend in the 1iprary. -They also requested that

mo&e books 0f interest be made available to therf at school

and that there be more class discussion of books.

i ; . .
The book's title and the influence of movies and

T.V. were the two greatest influences on students' choices
in books. The.illustrafiﬁx on the cover and the

recompendqtipn of a friend were a180‘fepor;ed as important

. ¢
v

: ) ' . ' »
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CHAPTER V | -

W " SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS . . AU

. Introduction o, g
P a s ’

This study was designeﬂ to gather information about
the leisuxe reading of grades seven and eight students in
the province of Newfoundland. . The necessary 1nformation waé -
collected by means of a questionnaire from a sample of threee'.
hundred and twenty—three students, randomly dhosen from four
school bqards.that ‘include both urban and rural communities.-

.Details of the tesﬁonées.have_ﬁeen'repofted and dtséussed in,
Chepter IV. In this chapter tﬁe most.sign;ficant'facts and
their meiications are-summarizedi'~Possib1e 1mprovements
are suggested. o ‘ '

Questions, Answers and: Implications

.The answers to the five éﬁestions in this section
are drawn directly from the information discussed in detail . .
in Chapter IV. They are based on the gtudedts' opinions as

reported in the guestioﬁnaire.

L F

1. To what degfee are Newfoundland's junior high school °

students reading in their spere time?

L
3

More than three-quarters of the students in this

study affirmed that they did enjoy reading. in their 1e;sure_' o

> readiat s

o e e T
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ti.'mel but read mainly when they had nothing else, to do.
This seems to be due t the'easy accessibility of televiaion.

|

}

4

!

f ) : ; ) and the relatively new phenomenon of video games, as well as |
1

E

9 ‘the more traditional aEtivities that compete for reading ' .;]_a
,.". ) | time.. In agdition, few sqhéols have scheduled reading per-—
B 1ods‘in the library Qr the classroom.3 ‘ C <f’ -
§' , L Coay According to this study, boys read an’ average of .

seventeen books in the past year- ‘the giris averaged twenty-

L seven.4- These numbers 1ndicate that mogt studehts are, "Nq’

~

S, indeed, reading fairly widely despite the demands of other

f_ " ;-f interests aqesthe lack of an organized reading program.

"'}Jfﬂ-QL What are their reeding interests?

P S The interests bf thecstudents were indicated by the
books they reads, the books they‘recoimnended6 and their
reports of reading preferenqes?. Sex, rather thanzage . : B

See Chapter IV, Table 3, p. 39. .

'—l

See Chapter IV, Tablels; p;f43ﬂ
See Chapter IV, Tables 19-20, pp. 72, 73.

S W, N

~ _See‘chapter IV, Table 9, p. 49,

: v : :: See Appendices n'& E;.pp.lq34118. - _ S
; S . ®sée Appendices E & F, pp. 129-137. |

| | See Chapter IV, Tables’lo-;7; pp. 54-66.
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L ds treated and the particular selectionof poetry to which

L . ~ o L ’ ‘ 92

i‘f)r, type* of school, seemed to have the most influence on
reading choices, While boyé"and girls did report some in-
] . . o

terests in common, the differences were more marked.

N

o , boys and girls reported a high interest in mysteries,

"adventures about adolescent,s and fantasy. As well, both

showed. a strbx}g interest in stories of horror and the super-

natural. Both sexes expressed a substantial in&arest in

humorous stories. E

\ ; Boys did not share the girls intense interést in-
‘ loire stories. They preferred science fiction and westerns,

' which the girls did not particularly enjoy. Boys also

reveal’ed an interest in stories about truckers ‘that the

I -
girls did not share.

-~
[N

Boys, hovvever, were more likely than girls to read

“non-fiction. In non-fiction the only interest common to

. both boys and girls 'was nature. Stories about occupations/

careers, descriptions of ga.mes, myths and legends, talking

‘ animals and travel were relatively unpopular with both

»

sexes.

Among ; the different Jité_rary types, novels and ghort

,_stories were generally popular with'both sexes) prose was
"prefe'r ed to pbetry: plays were preferred to poetry and
" essays; magazines were preferred to newspapers. It may be

. _that the apparent dislike of poetry is related to how poetry

‘the students have been exposed. Perhaps Lf students were

Both sexes preferred ficti% to non-fiction. Both )

i b, i

© e e e o e s n -
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p their interest would increase.-' i : ' 1

' on~the bookstands (mysteries, horrbr, love, forlexample).

v

!
\
pre%ented with more suitable poetry by more appealing methods,

: . A\
Girls'were more likely to enijoy the novel, whereas

f

A'b- t ’\_'
the boys preferred short stories. .This may be related to
_'the fact that the'girls surveyed enjoyed reading more ‘than

did the boys. However,. since a relatively large percentage'~

of’the'boys reported that they liked short stories; it may

jfbefthat short stories'of interest t; them coulad be used to

13
encourage boys to try longer pieces such as the novel.

:! A very high percentage of both boys and girls re-
pdrte“preferring magazines to newspapers.B, This may be'
related to the fact that many magazines covering'a‘variety
oé topice'are readily available to them. There is evidence
as well in the titles reported in Appendices A = F that |
reading interest may be considerably influenced by what 1is

ayailable. The titles and types of books students reported

having read or wanting to read are those so'readily accessible

o

Perhaps-if books of greater literary merit were available,

the‘Students would, in time,'turn'to those. Since\there

already is a considerably hfﬁ@ interest in reading on the

p rt of junior high school students, perhaps these interests

could be used in an attempt to refine and expand literary

} * »

tastes, s ' ' o X
' . ) . ',' ' . .

e p—eeee . t
' L

' ; 8See Table 17, Chapter IV, p. 66. .
N o
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3.. To what extent is the supplementary reading list

meeting the reading interests of junior high school —~—

L A stullents? o L : : o
‘[ o \ ’ : :
. ' Of the fifty-three titles an the prescribed reading

list provided in this study, fortyifour weré not familiar

to over fifty percent of the students surveyed. Forty—nine

'of the books were read by less than tnwenty-five percent of ’
| _.wthe respondents and only ‘two books, 0ld Yeller and The
"'- | .' ".Outsiders.' were read by 'more than half the students.9
The apbatent lack of fehiliarity with the titles.

C . . suggests that the booksfon this list are not available in

“the schools or are nQt easily accessible to the students.
The number of €itles at are familiar to the students blLt
ro A-.which they have not read suggests tlinat the majority of tl‘?e
v . books on the 'lislt do not .partieular Yy :appeal to the students.
. Perha'ias if'book§ of more intelrest to the students replaced
» . those of little 1nterest, th;ﬂ| list would be more successful
e in enticing students to read ’g’ood literature. S : \"\
' Since teachers in this study appeared to have little
'influence on the reading choices of students, perhaps they,. .
' themselves, are not knowledgeable. about books that appeal
to their stugients’."_ Teadhere, 'then, should be :faﬁiliar with
the boocks on the supplementary rea&ing list as well "as with
’J othez-:}st:xitak;le books and should insure th‘alft these 'books be

made 'easily available to the students. Classroom displeys

, of these books would be helpful in cre’ating interest on the

H L]
8 i
~ _— . . !
. . 1

. -
I5ee Appendices I and J, pp. 1‘48-'15;7.'
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part of the studen‘ts, | Perhaps interest could also:be arouéed

'ig there were occasional, readings by students or teachers
! ) ] " . .
from selécted bopks. Students could, in ‘addition to giving

«

oral readings, be encouraged ;to share with the class books

@

they have read. : _ R -

4, To what extent are school and classxoom libraries

meeting the reading interests of junior high school

|
/

students? o a ' Y.

‘Only slightly more than half the students in this |
sample are able to find books of interest to them.' in ezxther
the claésroom.or school’ librarylo, :This suggests that either

too few books are maintained in the schoodls or- that those - :
that are, are of little .interqet ",to the students in junior
high school. It 'appeara from this study that students at -
this age level are interested in reading but have'difficulty
' ’finding hooi-cs that meet their interest‘s; In addition to .
.the lack of interesting reading material, the students re-
ported‘difficulty in '-finding'gtime to read because of the.
interference of otltside activities and .t_he_ demands of school

L

and home assignments.

:I‘ime | f\or leisure readinq appears to be provided for
'in some schools but not in others. In schoolsrwhere periods’
ére schedule for reading, students reported having either a

library period or a reading period in the classroom. It is \

interesting to note that one hundred percent of the students

.I,—q' ' N e R
loSe1e Tables 6 and 7, Chapter 1V, pp. 45- 46. S

-

. . - -
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.'watching television interfered with their reading, both

'preceding guestions, answers and implications.

3

that these same students reported less difficulty than students

" in the other boards in. finding interesting books. This may

suggest that students who are given time :£to0: browse .among boo);s

and tojread are more likely to-find books they want to read.

~
a

5.  To what ‘extent do television and movies influence

reading ‘choices? - ' : . Y

Although students indicated that the time spent 4

~— *.‘" .‘

television and movies, appear to influence their reading 1
choices. Both sexes agreed that movies and television were.
‘the’ second most important factor in influencmg their choice
-of books . This may be related to the fact that those books
are in the realm of students' interests or th\t those books '

are readily available in paperbacks on’ bookstands ,and.in '

book clubs for adolescents. Since students spend so‘much '
" J N

 time viewing television and follow up with reading books, LT

- perhaps there are means to exploit this interest in moving

. ‘ - -
students yp the ladder of appreciation.’ : o

Recommendations

. E N * * ’ .
The following recommendations are based on the ‘ T

[ . '
' 1. Therk is clear evidence that most schools lack

books of interest to junior high school students. It is

.96 . - » ]

‘in Board A reported at least one reading period per week and

o ATt e i ki

Sttty = e
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. 'presSed interests, as well as the teachers'. and librari,ans"

.be exposed to them

T

'Ject periods, attention be given to providing set times for 3 ‘_j‘ : ‘. .
1 . ,' : K, '..'6 j

e B N

;- . . o o ' 97 ;
: ; . o - ’. . e e e . i. n \/’

recommended tha‘t schools seek means to furnish their -«

T . '

libraries and 'classrooms with more books. Students' ex--

knowledge of books and adolescc?n'ts, should be an important }"-

'conSideration in choosing the books. - - ' )

2. Since the title of the book is the biggest factor

in determining book choices, books should be cl'early and
interestingly displayed inoa place where all students will - .
'3. Lack of time is the greatest deterrent to leisure ‘

-reading and few schools are providing reading periods during

the school week. It lS recommended that in sc'heduling sub— . ,

A\l

|-

.leisure reading., - L - ) ~ I A

4.. Few students have good library habits.. 'For th'is_'

N

reason it is recommended that students ‘be given formal in—'

struction in 1ibrary use as well as time and opportunity to

implement these skills.

5. Few students are familiar with the titles on,
the supplementary reading list or are particularly 1nterested
in the ones they are familiar ‘with. It is, therefore, recom—
mended that this list be revised and that the students' in- :
‘terests be considered in/the revision Perhaps students .

are not familiar with the prescribed book s because they are

either unavailable, in the schools or are not easily accessible

to the students.' It is, therefore, recommended that teachers,

through in-service workshops, be made aware of the books on v

W e v T——— gt ot
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. the list.and how to acquire them for their classes. As 3

well, teachers should be familiar with all thetnoks so that

Bt e o o e TN ST
-
v
o
oo}

they may be able to share them with the students. Class

F ) ' time should be set aside ‘for the'presentation of these books

- by either-the teacher or the students. Classroom and library

' displays, oral'readings andqbook reports;as well as other
appropriate related activities,could be beneficial in intro:“ _ ;7

"ducing these books to the students. _ ' _"l ”~;‘ -

A o .' 6. Sef‘is the dominant factor in reading interests. .

‘4

‘More qirls than boys are able to find suitable books in

Y

R their school Therefore, it is recommeqded that the books -

o S - g

[N
A~

., .~.--_-\'(‘:-J>‘-.-—::’. 1

.chosen for the schools and the supplementary reading list -

dh -

. ' :-‘ be balanced so that they will appeal to both sexes.

= ¢ - -

P 7. Teachers in this’ study had ligtle influence on
tﬁ% reading ‘choices of students. This may be gecause not
all teachers are knowledgeable about books which are of

) ihterest to this age group. It is, therefore, recommended ,

o

.i'-, o o that'teachers include a course in adolescent literature in
their program’of studies. Teachers who have already com-
pleted their formal training should be provided with an
'opportunity to increase -their awareness of suitable books.
Such opportunities may be'provided through in;seryice‘;

o CL . sessions sponsored by individual schools or by School Boards.

. . .
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' Charlotte's Web o o o L e

*Ch istiha's World T,
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Bodks Read by Boys

Titles .are arranged dnder each initial’letter with frequencies,
of more than one indicated in the’ parentheses at the right.

An asterisk in front of a title 1ndicates that the book was

read by both sexes. “
Able Team -
All About Dogs'
Ancient Greece Co S ) 3
'*Are ‘You There God? ‘It's Me, Margaret ‘ R
. ;

Banner in the Sky ." 1
Basketball Tips for Juniors "i . SR I

Big Ben . . RS . ,

*Black Beauty |
Bladeruhner ) ) iﬂ
Black Staliion, The _ I | ..- ;I.j:f.ﬁ 12)..
Book of Dogs, The’ ' '. ' _
Brainstorm . N ' . _'2 ' o

_ Burn Out - = S I {: T
Call of the Wild, The = - S
Caréers for Artists TR h'h ;‘ilA | i RO 34.}

Cars : . o

Changeling, The _ o - ' _ o \

‘Chelap Detective, The

g
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' ~Circus‘

Clue of the Screéching owl, The

Colorado Kill Zone

Complete Beginner s Guide to Motorcycling, The’

Condor Man

Copper Sunrise-

_Corvette. Summer. ' .
Count of Monte Cristo, The
: Count on the Saint
Deadwood City

Death on the Ice
Death‘Mete

Death ‘Trap

Death Valley

*Deathwatch

Devil and Max Devlin, The
Devil's Hill, The '
Dirt Bikes o .
DlsappeaanQJEloor, The
Bagle, lhe \
Empire Strikes Back; The
.Enormous Egg, The -
Escape by North o
*E.T. - The Extfa-Terreattial
Executioner, The -

;Par from Shore}

(2)

(3) .
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Ferguson Rifle, . The

Fightihg Five, The , A-.J o ; : S . . '

-

Fight for the Skies

eemr

. - Freaky Friday T P A
| *Friday the 13th o R
Gang.Wars ' |

g | LB ..”}Goiﬁé Home o
""éd o f Goodnight MrﬁlTpm : B ':-..1' :i, : .'.' SR
s .;Graﬁd Prix ';' 7.1" i R
"_Greaé Escape, The = - ' o [ .o (2)

:";Gréatfﬂgckey Legendé

- Great Gretzky, The . ' R o e (2) = ]
T év o ‘ﬁrizzly, The- | o o . , . _(4)'

:i ' Guiness Book of World Records \ | .\ -

" BRI *Halloween | '

S e . | . | gy R SRR R

; - *Heidi . - . o

o Helicopter .

Herbie Goes to Monte Carlo °
a 'Héfble, the Loﬁé Bug , -‘:_V..' :

Hexes, Curses and Spells - . 1. S L -H";ﬁ?; 
Hobbit, The- - v . R £ 3 S
f . . " " Hockey's Great Rivalries o : R f' , ;'iﬂ =

Hockey's Hotshots . o S } o ' o K

I

Hockex:Night.in>Canada . é
Hold'FastW‘ o o ! p ’
Hot Cars it e o Q)
. . , o S
g
4 » \ | .
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hot Shot
" "House That Sailed Away, The

How ‘sts Work ’ !

I How Beavers Live -\' c; k

- ?Howling, The | n;
How to Pick Up Girle - _‘ii- ; S ':,"' S . T;

' ' I Dieq;ﬁere . L o _‘_‘f ﬂihA “. o :ﬁ f' w

S B . . - o, . o . . e, o Sy
i . nIn Her Majesty's Secret Service . _ Ce e

SR R

;*I KnowsWhat You Did Last Summer , - . S ;f_ - 4:_.1

i

;‘., T ;-T ) ,‘*Island‘of the. Blue Dolphins fl:~- o o RS . ~f(5)_. -f”-

.Jacob Two-TLo Meets the Hooded Fang

: . , | b . , . : < . : ;
: - "'*Jaws \ l. B IR e (3) /
i - L . b T - PR T R l ) o f/
P Johnny Tall Dog o I SR
Lo : \ - . o s : N
] . ’ - Joni s ‘ ! ) . - , ) . _f‘lv ) - ( 9) - /

-*Journey|Home, The oL T T S -

—_
~
P T PR 22 )

STEmn T T
— .
T e S

L TG AR X

Kavik the Wolf Dog'- I ‘n..'iJ' S . -
“Knight of the'Cart L R

Rowen

P . ) Last Battle, The d 'f‘ o R _. o S ‘ ‘f _T- -

-
| Gt o BT P m e

Last Warpath, The .. T L ’,

Learning to Swim . o SIS

! AR R
g T ~ 'Leman's Race L

- .
»

‘3

.
-
LSS TEL TP S B P

2 ) :
~Lone Boy, The L.

'Lord of. the Rings

K
.
. .
w
~
o Zaa g

1
- et

g Lost for Six Days - . ' O s ’Ifﬁ

- ) ' 'I‘ b ' V,"- ’ . - ,. . “ - -

A ST Luke-Baldwin's Vow. ' . : ‘.‘_y i : .I:f‘z)ﬂ'

e
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Man in tne Cage
Man with the Tatoo, The
Marco Polo
ﬁidnight.ﬁunner
Mini Bike Hero
Miracle WOfker; The )
Missing Chums, The
*My Bodyguard
*My Side of the Mountain
',Mystery of the Chinese Junk The
*Night of Fire and Blood
Nine Strange Stotiee
*0ld Yeller
On the Right Track .
One Hundred Years of C.F.L. Football
Openings | .
:*Otter 3-2 Calling
) *Outsiders, The
" e Raiders of the Lost Ark
“Red Pony, The"
Return of the Jedi The
.Ripley s Believe It or Not - @u:'."
Robin Hood ) ‘
‘.*Rumble Fish
Run for Your Life S
Rnn Indian Runn'

_knnawai Ralph . SN

. (4)

(3)

~(15)

(2)

{2)

(2)
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*Sawtooth Harbéﬁr Boy (7)

: . Secret of. Skull Mountain, The

Secret of Spiral Bridge, The - - -,

" *Secret Spy, The

.
A
et Ao P
»

Shore Road Mystery, The
silver Chair, The ' P - .

1
s Silver Wolf
Y o . L : . —
<43 ..  Sinbad the Sailor - S . B S
LT , o L S
'Six Million Dollar Man, The . - . . "~ . - %

Sky Hooks s s

P i s ke oA TR R LV I -

. Siasherk The_‘_ . ;'. . : 'f - o ;73:
Sbmething,for Joey . R ' o s T 't :
; Spectator's Guide to Fobébail, A . B {
1’- _Spies of the Revolution ' ’ |
1 Spy Who Loved Me; The

Star Trek g
Star Wars - ' - . - e

-

Stars, Space and UFOs . E : RS
* " 'Stock Car Racing U.S.H.

Strange Companions _' - . e

-
AN

: Ségangqr‘camé Ashore, A
' Spperman :
* *That Was Then, This Is Npﬁ ‘ | , o _
s &hree Musketeefs; The ' C

Tower Treasure, The = . -

Treasyre Island
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\ ' ;/4’//’<i ..

' s T ' .

; B - .

' b . - - - )

o Trixie Belden Series T 7
.0 : ’ Truth about -Life on Other Planets, The s
.'I‘ruth about Monsters, The .
S ' Tuscany Terrér _ PR "_ .

20,000 .Leagues inder the Sea
. » " L ! '_. ,. N -
- .Waltons, The S

/o U " SR o ;-i'.”ﬁ;

USROS

Lo ST Warships 1860 1960 < - - - -
e - RS L

é_- Lo . - Wet Fire TR o .

.‘ VA R When Hitler Stole Pimk Rabbit

A

T ' WhiteFanq I"-“..

l - - - > . '/"/—
o : ’" World War T L, ; e
e LT ‘World War II" D S,

UFOs . .

. e o '*Underground to - Canada' ’ -

. N ( »
« o *Vi_llage_ of Vampires . !
g ) . ° . - ) ‘
° . i
. . : . |
- ACE cio Lo
.. » o >
.oa 4 e — ’
} - N ) hd -
.5 - - *
. -y - e F
- f . - - .
. - :
., ]
.
L "Qf

A M Who Is Bugs Potter? R N

S *Very Far Away from Anywhere Else © - Z\
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Books. Read by Girls
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| ';.‘ e o Books Read by Girls
1 ' are,arranged 1;1nd‘er .each‘ nitial letter with frequencies
{ or“more than one indicated in the parentheses "at ‘the right.
’ . ) " An .'aste;isk in front,of a title indicates that the book was
' ' ' _read by Béﬁh' sexes.. .
B ) , e
Co . . t
é o Andrea .o | B ;
[ S ' And This Is péura ‘ } . .\'
oo angte o
‘ ) _ A Promise, té Come ;
E . April Love sf.ory ) . " 3 :f
o e > *Are You There God? It"s Me, Margaret N L (22) F‘:"':i
’ SR '," ' .A Touch of Love | E _ 1,
o ~ + Beach Death "?v"'. ‘
' 'Béaéh House L ' _ :'_ _’
; L _Bedknobs and‘ 'Broomstvicks . . _
w L . .1‘-3e_ ﬂy ~Val.exymti_.ne . - . i
L Bé‘?% Friends, The a
i \Biggest Riddle Book in the WOrld :
| *Black Beauty ' | * i
- ,'_ . g “.' B;I.;ck Stallion Revolts, The %
' . Blird Sunday ! T ' - ‘
A ) Blubber ! | Y (3) f
, Boy Called Hopeless, A “ . | !
-+ Can !E?Li, Sue Your Paré_';xts for Malpractice? {2} ?
S | o | :
IS . '. . . ) ‘
,.,1-_';
'\.
. . — e



California Girl

Calling, The

Cat Ate My Gymsuit, The -

*Christina's World
Christy's vChoice

k o ~+ Class Pictures

, o Dare to'“ Love

' Dear Lola:' Or How to Build Your Own Family A Tale

Deadline -at .Spook Cabin ‘

fv -

' ;"-'IDeénie' ' :
- ﬁiagy of Trilllaf-ao..st'
‘. Dog Named wéif, A

' Dré‘a'm Lover , R
. Dreams- Can Come Trxrue

Dream Pirate

Easiest Way, The
‘Emmie Keeps a Promise
: Ehéyciopedia Brown
Eric, |
Exorcisﬂ, The
Experiménts in Love

Fifteen Love

« H
imx_ﬁ.....‘,_w___\’_-m_ _ :

' crash and the Cannibals, The’

L BN >
o Death Angel’ ' ' !

Deathwatc¢h ey

R - - L.
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(2)

- ~ " E.T. - The Extra Terrestrial . - e o (3)
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First Act, The

—_— »

First Love

Forever

-

For the Love of Ann

*Friday _the 13th

- Priends for--Life
i A

R . - ’ : ] V N - .
From' the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil F, Frankweiler

4

Funny Girl Like Me, A

Get A Little Lost, Tia

_ Ghost of Graydon‘Plate, The
A Gift of Magic, A

Go’ Boy! A Lifétime' behi nd B@i‘:s T e e

Golden Girl

Haunted

i

*Heidi

Helen Keller

. *Halloween °h-

- /“ﬁu;ted éhowbqat + The

- . . LY

e

}iouse_ on the Cliff, _'_1‘he

Iggle's House

T Know What You Did Last Summer
*I Love You, Stupid

In My Sister's Shadow Py \ '

| ) b
.y

; .

{

Iﬁtern ational Velvet -

. #Igland of the.Blue Dolphins. .. . = . <&

It's Liove

v
v

!

N 5 -
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, ‘t : .
i . - It's Not the End of the World
1l ‘. C '
H Jane Eyre
| ' , .
v * Jaws
. *Journey Home, The
Jungle Jenny
w Just ijiends ' N
Just ‘Sixteen

Kathleen, Plepse_ Come to Me
. 1-<id'T %rotﬁ;ar
Kiss and Tell
'Kiss for,Tomorrow, A . . ¢
= g(niqht'to- Remember, A T - \\ o

- . Lassie ' Lo , oA

- Last Summer
Lesson in Love - S T o
Library of Horses, Thé

Light Keepers, The

' Lisa

Little. House on tiue Prairie

Little 'Prince_ss' o

Little sister_. " k v
Losf, in tﬁe Ba'rr!eqs _ :‘., , ._v'.
Love Song ~for Bef:);y . -

Love - -Tangle of Roots :

Love You? Hate You? I Just Don't Know '

Me and Mr. Stenner L ' T

R4

t
\

A [

-‘ 4

X, b r

T B

o
Y 1 L
v J N
i I

N B ‘ by
v, _ , \-l'.' '
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.‘,. .
Me and:My_Moha Lisa Smile " -

\ Mommie Dearest

Moonraker's Bride

*My Bodyguaéd. o " .' K l;. ' : _?ff j}n (2)

‘#My side 6f.thg Mountain h , L .
ﬁysfery of éhe Unsolved Cases, The

AR . Mystery of Lilac Inn’

"E - - Mystery of Tefrbr Castle '

*Night of Fire and Bl&dd i? B 151_ ," __.- ¢

Night Wind, The

'.
e e i

Nikki

.Ninety-eight .Pound Duckling, The- . _?5--__: SR

oo Y

R . Qne Kind of Love
o o ‘One on One
Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great .'-_3- o (2)

- v _*Otter 3-2 Calling

*Outsiders, The . ' : o - (30) -

L . ' ' ked'pqomﬁRiddle, The
*Rumble Fish
Runaway, The e o .

Sé_lcha|

. . . N T2

k -], 3 *Sawtooth Harbour Béy..

Sealed with a Kiss , B _ | .

_*0ld Yeller S G2

‘ '- _Sam aAd Me et S A (2)

Satutaay Night Date 'u . Lok - _ o : (2&"

| - . R ey
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H
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H
)
!

i

Second Star to ‘the Right

~ Sounder .. - ;‘. o S %‘ﬁ{ ﬁf

_ Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing

. Secrets - - . . : ' o

Secret Identity

*Secret Spy, The

Secret ‘Summer of L.E.B., The - . 2
Seventeenth Summer ‘ ?. . C ST N
Sing Down the Moon

Sixteen Can Be S%eet

" Son- of Black Stallion o ! ~f'r}‘ﬁ' .
Sooner or Later i L

LAl

Starrxing Sally'F. Freedman as Herself . ' Vj‘ A.x

. coe AT RN
o . - BT EER, S
. N . \ o N

Stay Sweet LOVe

\

Story of Annie, The RIS

FEl

Summer of Fear T ;, ’ : o S
Sumfer of the Sky-Blue Bikini' T

Superfudge - - ‘ - {3)

Swiss Famrly'Robinson i
swarm, - The N . '
-
13 v

Sylvia

Tex ' Lo(4) -
’ :

*That Was Then, This Is Now % (3)-
‘'These Happy Golden Years g ;. '
Three Desparate Days. PR . . %g? ’

T . @ A
.+ Three Mile House, The :
’ l ‘ l :‘.
1
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am

ey
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3

o ‘:I
-,Tiger Eyes - , ' .
Time Tra'p AR ' . S
To Xill a Mockingbird = T \'
Too Much in Love
"‘roo Young for Love - ' Lo
w-a.i.t for Marcy ‘ '
Waiting Games - - . .
’ Warriors,,,ﬁ'he | . l
, We'Belong Togethér ;
When Sep’tember Returns , S -,

'}.Who Cares about Karen
.why‘ Did You Leave Me?-
Winter Love; . -
Witch of Blackbird Pond, The L
Wolf Rl;n ) - '
Wreng Boy,"rhé' - . .
Ur'x'.derl'g-round to Canada |
;Village.of Vampires
*Very Far Away from Anywhere Else

Vision, The ) o :. [ o«

You and Me

‘3
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' APPENDIX C
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_Boys' Favourite Books
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. Boys' Favourite Books

?Titlés are arranged uhder each initial lettet with fteduenéies

' of more than one indicated in the parentheses at the right. )
o An asterisk 1n front of a title indicates that the book was .

;réaolby,bothhsexes."p L - - '{ t; i

[

Amateur, The'
ityville Horrdr, The : ; e ; N S o o S

e Rttt

Blackbriar TR S ’ LTy
*Black Stallion, The P e @y

. Bladerunner 3y fa
5 ( & T 8

goxcar Children, The . . = - 1??-_‘ : S l. . .

, "Burn Out - e :.-_“., R ‘ﬁ”i(3)

e B nan ST
. -

Call of the Wild, The - - ,

*Charlie and - the Chocolate Factory S o 2y

*Charlotte s Web N l . : SR :_13l o
*Christina's WOrlq |
: |

Count on the Saint ) S Cif T -
Death on the Ice - . __,f" L A

.

*Deathwatch, - - A E ‘-..ml - .w'j‘?y:
* ) Devil' s Hill, -The B N | '
Doomsday Disciple o : | S 1*4 '

" Double Identity
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,Dragon Slayer "t, N ; - S o RE
DuckFeet | —— - b0
- . K
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, Hot Car

L Enormtigs/Eg ,.The {

"T#¥E.T, — The Extra-Terrestrial S o (4)

.*Halloweén S e

'*Jo{rney.ﬂon{e, The e ' - o o M

Little Max - oL

. Little Red Bicyéle

121
Eagle, The .
P R l o ‘ .

Fight foi: tﬁe skies ' g o o | SN
Fighting Fi.ve, The ' |
Flight of the White WOlf

Forty Days Lost X e T o ‘

*Friday the--13th T e -

Great Escape, The : . . '
Great Hockey Legends ' ' . S
G;iz;ly, The ‘ . (2)

' Herbie, the I.ove Bug o o .-,':.':"

*Hobbit, The * - SET PR .

Hockey's Hotshots ‘

LI . T .
T oN——r e . L

.How Artists Work' . B K o o - o . ) .
*Island of the Blue Dolphins UL T £

Joni

| Kavik the Wolf Dog - . © 0t Lo 0

~ Lassie Come Home ' . e ’

Lastw'a'rpath The S _ . '
_'.Life and Career of Marylynn Chambers - T

V ~
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Lord of the Rings.

. Magician s Nephew, The
um {yith the Tatoo
‘JMah in a Cage, The
Mini Bike Hero
‘l-'(in'i ‘Bike Rider
;'ﬂissing_chums,,Thé”
My Bodyguérd )
_ *0ld Yeller - ' z e
- On Top of the Mountainf'
*Otter 3-2 Chlling |
Our Man Westoh
*Outsiéers, The
W Planet of the Apes
Poltergeist E
. Pol;ergeié? of Jason Mbné§
ﬁqpinsdn_cfuéoe ‘
.RunaWQy“Ralph"
‘Run fog.;dur Life‘.'
Rumble Fish

"*Sawtooth Harbour Bby L

Secret of Rirate's'Hali, The_

Secret'Spy, The

'Silver Wolf

Six MilTion Dollar Man, The

iSnowball Express

(2)

- . (2)
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SPieS/Of the Revolution e o - ; “..
4 Strange Companions : o .
] rakes to Tremble | L o ' .‘ LT D
. .

g .
.
3

Three Muske teers .y

o o Time Trap ; P . . - -
. ST : B L
| : | ,?om Sawyer | '.-‘ | - o s - ' . R .
g . ' . Towering Inferno, The L i ' ~ - -0 T
; | Treasu{e Island ' ) e . | b - ) ’ C
‘ ,' &'ruth about Monst rs, The R R h co SR
i ".: ' 'l‘uscany Terror .v el ) o ‘
, S TV, andMe, he B | - |
. 20,000 Leagues under the Sea - .. . . gy ’
UF o. L e ! el
' Underground Passage, The o | T i | ‘~ (2)
S Underground to Canada l', (4)
*Village of Vampires Ji - Tie
Vision, The ( ' B :
Wax;hsips of World War : & S ,' L .-; {
Wasn't the Future Wonderful?
] World War IT : : - :
(o '. LN
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'./,' ,Girlé“. Favourite. 'Bolpk's _ . .
Y ’]’:‘Iitlés:;'alre a;ranéed under each initia‘l- letter-with frequencies '
of more than one indicated ih -t':he parenfheées'at the r;l.ght..
! . An a;teriSk in front ‘of: a 'ti‘l:.le. ihd_.ic'atesl tﬁat the book was .
. . read by abo;hd sexes. L .
- | )
" Ain't Looking- 3
{ Alive . :
: lApril Love Sto'ry. _— ‘ K . ‘
v Are You There God? It!IL-';,. Me, Margaret . ;. (17) .
‘ ) - :.Be'a\lcp'ﬂous.;e' , . | o | o |
‘ . Beautiful Girl @ 3 ’
. ' ' . 'P;igges_t‘ Riddie Boolk'_ in.the IWorld |
3 "lBla‘ck,Béa}Jty S ) — .
i *Black Stallion, The o . R - (3)
| , Blubber . _ -. : ST ;._ o e (27
| *Charlie an'cfri/-'t;h?~ Chocéiatg Fa_\ct'oz"y s
. 1f"Charllotte 'v“'s'."‘ﬂleb~ , _ R _ o : (2)
" » *Christina's World : (2)
Christy's Choice .
Crash‘_ and the Cannibals, The ) ' I_ E ‘ . . .
Deadfine at Spook Cabin - ., - ) N
o - Dear Lola: Or How to Build Your Own Family: . A . Tale v :
.' *Deathwatch ' |
Deenie ' | ' o L . {2)
Dog Named Wolf, A //" ' '
& ' o~
e s : ) :
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.:Don't’'Hurt Laura = -

) . Dréam Lover

E / , . i - ] AN

; i “Easiest Way, The .

i , . L
Eric . : ' : . (2)

*E.T. - The Extra-Terrestrial N (2)

o ey

R

First Love

" Porever X ' - L (7)

Freaky Friday

T gy e Qg -
L4

*Friday the 13th

"«Friends for Life

4

'From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil F. Frankweiler

[ g
-

N * " 'Gét a'Little Lost, Tia , o
| l , S , § Ghost of Wenéy H111,~The' - - '
‘ - Gift of Magic, A
. o *Halloween - ' . ,
-Hau?teg Houﬁ R . 2/\52
R Heidi , ’ .ot T
v *Hdbbit, The | o |
Iggie's Ho&sé 5
“#Island of thé Blue Dolphins o - (3)
S It's Not.ihé End of the florld

I've Missed a Sunset or Three

T ~ Johnny Tall Dog .. ,

3 . .
*Journey Home @ .
‘ Kiss for Tomorrow, A
’ N .

' Lesson in Love i

I ' ' :

{

. \ _
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‘Little Sister
Lost in the éarrens ) . "’ - -
Love Song for Becky ' .'f " .
Love - Tangle of Roots B ' ) : " .
Molly's Christmas P;esent
Mommie Dearest T . - | :
My Side of the Mountain |
‘ - Night Wind; fhg
*01d Yeller - A
*Otfer 3-2 Cailing

P

Phillip Hall Likes Me, I Reckon Maybe

*outsiders, The T R %) I

Sacha

" .Sam and Me

*sawtootﬁ Harbéur Boy ' ', 3 ' C . (2)
Second Star to the Right | |
Otherwise Known as Sheila.the Great o N )
Starry éally J. Freedman as Herself
Summer of Fear |
Summer of the Sky-Blue Bikini

Summer to/Remember, A

-
N . -

Swarm, The. . _ : ,
Swisé Family Robinson, The’

Sylvia

1 <

Tales of a S5th'Grade Nothing g . - (2)

.

Ten Summer Boy
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Tigef'Eyes
That Was Then, This Is Now

Toby Lived Here

Very Far-Away from Anyone Else

tvillaée of Vahpires
Waiting Games.

-We Belong Together

1]
. Your Secret Admirer
- L
*
i
5 '
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o : Books Recommended by Boys

A

Titles are arranged under each initial lettér with frequencies"

i

~

of more than one indicated in the parentheses at the right.
An asterisk in front of a title indicates thatfébe'book was’

L4

. recommended by both sexes. ' . >

Beware the Fish‘A - ; ;”
Big Ben
~ Big Red | A
| *Blaﬁk_Staliion, The ~ . e ' '..l_ e f; 2):
Blue Thunfler | (2) J
Bﬁains and Books :
_'Brainstorm'-
%ﬁfn'out‘ S ,.._ ' .'ﬁ IR ‘ - (3)
Bushes and Bears
Chancy. A ' ' ) A If. .q'
: Cheap Detective, The |
Connecticut Yadkee.in King Arthur’$'Cou;t, A
. Death on the Ice ”
Empire Strikes Back, The
'Enter the Ninja ’
*E;T. - The Extia;Terregtrial7f ' . "fﬂ;i fl.. (2)
. .Far from Shdfe_ - | - . | o

Flight of the White Wolf

*Forever

'\r’.
1

*Friday the 13th




MO M e g o

- «
v T

Great Names in_éporté-
Guardian,_The

Heévén Can Wait
Hobbit, The

Holé Past -

Hot Cars

‘How to Train- Your Dog

Iceblink. y

v
Incredible Journey, The
Joey

Journey Home, The

131

(3)

(2)-- -~

King
Last

Last

Arthur and His Knights of the Round Table,

9

of the Mohicans, The

Warpath,_The

" "Life in the Stars

Lord of the Rings
Lost Island, The
Marco Polo

*My Side of the Mountain

Mystery of Lost Lake, The

Never Cry Wolf
0ld Yeller
ééenings'

Ottér ?—2 Calling

*Outsiders, The -

* paul Bunyan Swings His Axe -

v

'(,a)

- {2)

(3)
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Lt Lanrr,
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.Planét 6f the Apes .

*Poltgrgeisé

Porky's

Raider's of the Lost Ark

Ripley's BelievéuIt\or'Npt
" *Roots | .

/Run for !pdr Life
: *Sawtooth Harbour Boy
H'Séhdol Is a Drag.
~ Shark Lady
“-éilver Wolf
TN étartrek

*Staf Wars
.. Superman
| *That Was Then, This Is Now

Treasure Island

r .

Two Thousénd Pound Goldfish, The:

War of the Worlds, The ' -~

A —————— e

132
(2)
(2)

L (2)

(2)

(2)
(4)
(2)
(2)
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- .- Books Recommended by Girls

1 ’ . . o . S ’ ’ R
Titles. are arranged under each initial letter with frequencies

df more than one indicated in the parentheses at the right.,
- An asterisk in frbnt_of a title indicates fhat the book.was'

/2N

-irecommendéd by both sexes. = ..

‘Alien, Music, An.
And Other queé 5£eams'
. 'Are You There éod?.-It's Me, Margaret o '(l4j
Beautiful Girl . ) . i o o
*Black Stallion, The - _— ) _.  L N o
. Blaqk_Stallioq.Challenged, The. o ' U :?‘
Blood Thitsty -~ b B
' Blubber - " I o @
“Call of the Wild, The | R L Ty
Can Ydu Sue Your Parénts for Malpracgice? | \
. Charlotte's Web ' _ o ' | L (é)“
~ Christy's Choice N S o
lélass Pictures R ‘ | 'f- .f -
Dance.ﬁith Me ’ ) o |
Dear Lola: Or How to Build Your’;wn Famil@: A Tale - ? 1 ’ ’
Deenie | R .' . ' C ' (ji :
Did You Hear What Happened to Andrea? -
Dragbh;children, The -
Dreams Can Come True

Eric

PO
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Shpw -

ey,

|
v

, *E.T. - The Extraterrestrial

First Blood - . e

- *Forever

*Friday.the 13th

Gentle Ben-

- Ghost Lover

Gypsy'from Nowhe:é'
-Heidi

Helen Keller

1¢

Highway to Valour
@bngy of a Chimp, A

Tggie's House .

I Know What You Did Last Summer .‘

‘Island of the Blue Dolphins
It's Not the End of the World
thnny Tall Dog

Just You and Me

. Kiss Daddy Good—BYe

Lesson-iﬁ Love

Lisa

Little Sister

Long Distance Love

Love Storx

Man éf Sumbe{v
|

Man O'War

Me and My Mona Lisa Smile

135 ,
" {
(6) .
" (2).
(12) >
V.8 '
(2)
(2)
4
&
(2)
:




P.S. I Love You

Meét?all;
Moonréker;s Bride.
'My-Bodygﬁardv T : .
My Brother Is Special N
;¥y Dafling, My Hamburger
*My Sideﬂof Fhe Mountain

National Velvet-

Night Wingd, hhe

*outsiders, The [ K
Pinballs’ o ,
*poltergeist

Red Room Riddle, fhe

~ Rocky

*Roots . S /-

Rumble Fish
Sam ana Me
*Sawtooth,Harbour Boy
.:Sgcond épii@gtimé, A -
. Second Sta}.to the.Right
-Secret Garden, Thg .
Shining, The
Skeezer .
Squirmy o
Starring Sally”J..F;eedmdn.aé Herself

*Star Wars

136

(14)
2)
(3)

i
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B

R

Wmed e,

Summer Illusion, A

Summer Is Over, The

, Superfudge’

Sweet Dreams

'Sweet Sixteen . .
Syivia-' | .
ééen-Angels

'Tex

*Thét ﬁas Thenﬂ This Is Now
Thoroﬁgﬁbred, Tﬁé_"

iger Eyes

ime to Love, a Time to Mourn, A .

Toby Lived Here
Too chh in Lo?e
Too ¥Ypung for_Love
Up frcm Nowhere

Warriors, The

. We Belong Together
You and Me
Zapped -
Y L,
. ~ )

137

(5)
(2)

(4)
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"

Books Read by BoyslBecause-Théy Saw The'Movie or T.V. Show

oa

Titles are arranged under each‘initial letter

with frequencies

oflmore than one indicated in the parentheses at the right.

An asterisk in front of a-tiﬁlq indicates that the book was

read by both sexes.

All About Emily

Amateur, The '
Kmityville ﬁorror, The ..
ABn 6£ Greeﬁ Gables
éﬁbleﬁDumpling Gang, The,
A;Téém, The
Benai
Black.Beauty
*Black Stallion,. The , .:“
Bléderpnner |

Blue Thunder

Bridge over The River kwai'

Buck Rogeré in the 2é£hvcéntury"

Call It Courage

Cat from Outer Space, The
*Champ, The ‘
Changeling, The' .
C.H.O.M.P.S.

Clash of the Titans ‘~' -

*Clpée Encounteérs 6f'the Third;Kind

o

~

/

(3)
(2) B



v L
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Praccel o

Damien: The Omen II

*Dark Crystal, The

Death on the Ice
;Empire Strikes Back) The
*E.T. - The Extra-Terrestrial
Exorcist, The

Fighting Baék

Firefox

Fog

Force Ten from Navarone

*Freaky Friday

*Friday the 1l3th
*Grease )

'Grizzly, The

* N

- -Guns of Navarone, The
*Halloween S "

*Heidi

Herbie.Goes Bananas
Herbie Gpe§ to Monte,Carlo

*Herbie, the Love Bug
" 3

~Island of the Blue Dolphins

S
*Jaws

Joe&
Killing Mr. Griffin.
King Kong l

\Man with the Golden Gun

140

(7
(16)
(2)

5

12)'
(3)
(2)

(3)

o s
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- — . N
Marco Polo
*Mommie bearest
E *My Bodyguard
*My Side of the ‘Mountain
.*Oh Heavenly Dog
*0ld Yeller
Oon the Right Track
Orca
*Outsidérs, The
Pippi Long.;sﬂtc;ck'ing
*Poltergeist: -
*Pclzrky"s |
*Return of -the Jedi
*Rocky

» *Roots

v

Six Million Dollar Man, The

Stripes

Sta\r Trek
*Star Wars
*Superman

Swarm, The

Taps

*Tex \
'*Thornbirds, The

Tom Sawyer

- Towering Inferno

e

4

141

(2)

(2)
(6)

(4)
(3)

(8)

(3)

(4)

(8)

(4)

(3)

<

(3)

(19)

(2)

. ."

oo
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Treasure Island 5
. ‘ "

'*Warri‘ors, The
Watcher in the Woods
Witch, the Lion, and the Wardrobe, The

*World's Greatest Athlete

»
.
. . ,
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K
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s
~
e
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Books Read by Girls Because- They Saw The Movie or T.V. Show

. ’l‘it':les are arranged under each. initial letter with frequencigé'-
. ~of lmore than one ind:.cat/ﬂ in the parentheses at the right
An asterisk in front of a title lndicates that the book was

v

read by both sexes. . . "

And -This Is Laura - . - >, - o Lo :
Annie S O (3 -"
*Benji ‘ R | . - ' ) ' _
*Bldck_Staliion, The - o _;s_'_': . , ;' o (2) - '
Blind sunday }"-' S : ‘.  - (2) .
Carxrie | “ :

~ Cattle Annie and the Little Butches. ‘ ‘A ’- ',. .

| *Champ, The : o - . (2)—
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory B (2)

Charlotte's Web
Christmas Story, 'A

*Close Encounters’ of ‘the Third Kind

*Dark Crystal, The . (4)
-*Empire Strikes Back, The ” ’
Endless Love " TR ' (3) .
*E,T. - The Extra-Terrestrial - o o . (21)
™ Fame | | |‘ (2)i :
Famot:s Five, The \, (3)
First Blood ) o B (2) i

Flight into Danger

X . f .' b K . . . . ¢
- s .

' - -‘?Il

- * . i




4

)

_:'F'or the Love of Benj

*Freaky Friday
*Priday the 13th
Ghandi _

Gift for Joey, A
Gift tc: Last, A
Going ‘Ape

.Greatgéf Américan He

*Grease

. *Halloween .

Happy Days

"*Heidi :

" Helen Keller

Herbie Goes Bananas
*Herbie, the Love Bug
Ice Cast]les’

Incident at Hawk's H

i

ro

ill

Incredible Journey, The

Incredible Shrinking Woman, The

*Jaws

Jerk, The

Joni

Kramer vs. Kramer
Lasslie

Lassie Comé Home
Little House on the

Meatballs

Prairie

~

145

(2)

" (12)

(4)
(2)°;

(2)

2y

(3)

(5)

(2)

(2)
(3)
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y

*Mommie Dearest

?ﬁy Podyguard

My Brother Is Special

*My Side of the Mountain.

B

' Parent Trap, The

“*Roots

3

o r o e ea = ¢

Night in Heaven, A

®
" Nine to Five

.Office; aﬁd anGentiemaﬁ,'An
*Oh Heavenly Dog .
*01d Yellerl
fOutsiaers, The
*Poltergeist o .
*pPorky's

Raiders of the Lost Ark
'Red Badge o% Courage, The
*Retprn of the Jedi

*Rocky -

Rose, The

Salem's Lot

Sea Creature; Tﬁe
Separate Peage, A

Shaggy D.A., The

P _
Sometimes I Don't Love My Mother

Sooner or Later
*Star Wars

*Superman

R e

)
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(10)

(36)

(4)
(3)

(2)
(2)

(3)

(2)
(2)
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*Tex

’

That's Incredible

That Was Then, This Is Now

*Thornbirds, The

Tucker's Countryside

20&000 Léégues under the Sea ’

*Warriors, The’

We Interrupt This Semester for an Important Bulletin

Who Has Seen the Wind? '

Winter Love

- *World's Greatest Athleﬁe
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Section B (Questionnaire)

After edch of the following titles check the appropriate box

Jix T -

Boys' Responses: ' Books listed according to freqﬁency of "Have Re

Total nurber of boys = 169
(Books are 1lsted fram those most read to those least read)

am familiar with title, Am not familiar with title).

neutral.

~ If you
checked the have read box, check one of the following boxes:.

(Have read,

interesting,

v

Have not read but
have read the book and have
not interesting,

Have | Have not Am not Interesting | Not . | Neutral | No
Title ’ read | read but am familiar | interesting - | Mesponse
familiar with: . )

with title title _
1. 0ld Yeller 95 51 17. 73 13 9 6
2. The Outsiders 83 57 24 68~“._‘—" .9 6 5
3. 1Island of the Blue Dolphins | 65 . 53 45 50 5 10 6
‘4. '20,000 Leagues Under the Sea | 53 54 57 51 1 1 5
5. fhe Call of the Wild a7 65 46 " 39 2 6 11
6. ‘The Grizzly 43 46 70 35 4 4 10
7. Hot Cars 43! 35 82 32 5 6 9
8- Burn Out 47 32 85 36 -2 9 5
9. Deathwatch 39 73 37 2 o 10

47
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_ Sect:.on B (cnhtinued)

Neutral

. Have | Have not . | Am not Interesting | Not N
Title read | read but am fa:m.l:.ax : Interesting Response -
familiar with ' .
' with title | title _
10. Big Red 36 - 63 60 26 5 5 10
.11. Silver Wolf 34 44. 82. 26 2 6 9
12. Otter 3-2 Calling 30 27 104 26 2 2 8
13. 1The Cha.ngelux; 27 40 30 26 1 0 12
14. .Iost in the Barrens 23 54 76 30 1 2 16
15. A Stranger Came Ashore 22 28 110 13 7 -2 9
16. Iuke Balwin's Vow 20 36 106 9 6 5 7
- 17. Sawiooth Harbour Boy 18 21 124 15 0. 3 6
18. The War of the Worlds .. . .| 18 36 109 17 1 0 6
19. That Was Then, This is Now 17 | 4 26 120 14 0 3 6
?0. Skeezer 17 40 101 : 13 4 ’ 0. 11
21. The Silver Sword 15 47 100 13 - 1 1 ?
22. caribou Runavway | 13 22 127 9 | 2 2 7
- - -

OST
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~ Section B {continued) , ‘
!  |Have 1 Havenot 2Am not Interestﬁng Not . Neutral .
e = ks | || feressing oo
with title °| title )
23. I am pavia 13 = 107 9. 1 3 17
24, Million pollar Duck 13 40 112 1 4 2 4
" 25, Bamermthesky 13 - 55 - 87 7. 2 - 4 14,
26. Deadline at Spook Cabin | 12 20 130 ‘10 - 1 1 7.
©27.  Copper Sunrise 1 35 - 113 10— 2 0 9
28. The Incredible Journey 11 38 109 10 0 1 11.
5 e beaitr rramesiter |1 1 135 5 2 3 8
30. Mot Red ‘ 10 ; 3o 120 6 - 0 4" g
. _ < : , .
© 3. The Black Joke 10 k ¥ 116 - 9. 1 0 7.
32. The Weird Witch's Spell s | a9 19 5 2 2 8
33.  The Thin Grey Man 9 29 118 5 3 1 13
34,  Karen - 8 42 110 -4 3 9.
35. A wrinkle in Tine 8 0 120 5 2 1 1
36. - ‘The Rocky Mountain Monsu'_ai -8 30 126 [ o 0 5
-

1T

7
s



Section B (oont_:inueqx

Have not

ST

Have Am not Interesting | Not Neutral| N
et [ | gt am | gamitiary T mteresting response
with title title
3"1. Clarence the T.V. Dog ’ 8 33 122 6 1 1 6
38. Sam and Me 7 34 121 4 2 1 7
39. ‘Shadow of a Bull 6 27 120 4 2 0 "16. '
'40. The Wolf Pack 6 27 - | ‘127 1 1 4 1
41. Our Exploits at West Point 6 24 130 4 1 ‘ 1':- 9
42. Anne's House of Dreams 6 . 20 135 1 4 X 8
43. Puck Hog T 6 22 137’ 3 2 1 q
44. The Witch of Blackbird Pond | 6 34 119 2 3 1 " 10
45, Prom Anna 6, 2l 136 1 4 1 6
46. Singled Out 4 23 140 2 0 2 2
47. Quest of the Golden Garnet 4 27 131 3 _ 1 T o 7
48. Nkwala ] 3 18 143 0 ) ¥ ) 5
49. Masters of Ravenspur 2 25 .. 123 § .2 0 S 19 .
'50. Bushes and Bears 2 18 140 1 1 0 9 .
51. Iceblink 2 29 132 2 0 0 6
52. Seventeenth Summer ) 2 45 112 -1 1 ) 10 -
53. ' 1 22 0 i 4

Hambre
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Appendix J
Girls' Responses: Books listed according to frequency of "Have Read". .
Total nutber of girls = 154
Section B (Questionnaire) i
After each of the followiﬁg titles check the appropriate box (Have read, Have not read but
am familiar with. title, Am not familiar .with title). If you have read the book and have
checked the have read box, check one of the following boxes: interesting, not interesting,
neutral.
» /\ -
) Have | Have not Am not Interesting | Not, Neutral | No
Title ' read | read but am [ familiar interesting Response
familiar with
with title title
1. The Outsiders 87 38 16 80 5 2 13
2, Islaid of the Blue Dolphins | g6 44 16 75 2 9 8
3. 0ld Yeller 70 52 26 57 6 7 6
4. Million Dollar Duck ‘ 41 41 57 29 6 6 15
5. 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea | 39 a8 : 54 27 \i\ 6 6 13
6. Seventeenth Summer 37 44 65 34 \ 1 2 8
7. That Was Then, This is Now 32 36 68 30 2 0 " 18
8. The Changeling 30 44 67 29 . 1 0 13
9. Clarence the T.V. Dog 25 31 80 18 2 5 18

bST
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Section B (continued)

Y
Have | Have not Am not Interesting [ Not Neutral
- pitle rsad ;:udl g: am S;r:\hiliar Interesting Response
| -
with title title
10. Call of the wild 24 58 56 17 4 3 16
11. 1Iost in the Barrens 22 51 67 15 4 3 14
12. Karen 22 58 60 20 0 2 “
13. The Grizzly 22 a4 80 13 1 8 8
14. Sam and Me 22 37 83 19 3 -0 12
15. Skeezer 22 27 94 .16 a 2 11
16. Burn Out 21 “ 36 91 18 1 2 6
'17. Big Red 20 45 73 10 2 8 14
18. Sawtooth Harbour Boy 19 12 113 18 - 0 1 10
19. Deadline at Spook Cabin 19 12 110 16 0 3¢ 13
20. The Witch of Blackbird Pond 19 29 92 16 1 2 14
21. Deathwatch R A t: 43 78 11 4 3 15
22, A Stranger Came Ashore 15 23 101 11 4 0 15
’ '\F . 7

SST



Section B (contimed)

r 4

Have | Have mot am not Interesting | Not Neutral - .
Title read | read but familiar : Interesting Response
* | am familiar | with-
with t:_ltle title
23. Anne's House of Dreams _ .15 45 84 9 5 1 10
24. The Weird Witch's Spell - 14 15 T 111 13 0 1 14
25. Luke Baldwin's Vow Y 23 T 101 6 4 4 16
26. From the Mixed:lp Files of * | ,, 8 124 11 0 3 8
27. From Anna - 13 34 . 95 12 1 0 12
28. The Incredible Joumey 12 a5 84 11 0 1 13
39. A Wrinkle in Time 12 3 95 8 0 4 16
30. silver Wolf 11 42 89 6 2 3. 12
31. Hot Cars . 10 25 108 - 4 4 2 11
32. Banner in the Sky 8 31 100 5 .1 2 15
33. The Rocky Mountain Monster 7 « 17 121 5 1 1 9
34. Oooper Sunrise 6 25 114 3 2 X 9
35. I am David 6 30 103 4 2 0 15
36. Singled Out 5 12 126 3 1 1 1

39T



Section B (continued)

.
] Have | Have mot Am not Interesting | Not | Neutral |3 o
‘ * rmitle read | read but am | familiar Interesting Response

familiar with
with title | title

37. Hot Red . 4 36 100 2 1 1 14

38. The Thin Grey Man 4 15 125 2 2 0 10

39. The Woof Pack 3 25 113 2 1 0 13

40. The Black Joke . 3 25 112 2 0 1 ‘14

41. The Silver Sword 3 29 . 108 7, 2 1 "o ! 14

42. Otter 3-2 Calling 3 17 121 3 0 01 13

43. The War of the Worlds 2 19 121 2 0 o 12

44. Puck Hog 2 10 429 1 0 1 13

45. Quest of the Golden Gannet 2 17 119 2 0 0o 16

46. Hombre 1 s 140 0 bicd 0 S

47. Bushes and Bears 1 10 136 0 0 1 7

48. Toeblink _ 1 12 127 1 0 0 14 -

49, Masters of Ravenspur 1 8 131 o, 1 0 14

50. Shadow ‘a Bull 1 7 132 1 0 0 14

51, Caribou Runaway 0 18 126 0 0 0 10

52. MNkwala 0 10 131 0 0 0 13

53. ' Our Exploits at West Point 0 25 116 0 0 0 13

LS1
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Leisure Reading Questionnaire
for Students in
' Grade Seven and Eighp

:

Name of School ;4

Number of Classrooms

Your Age . Sex - Grade
/

This questionnaire deals with your leisure reading
interests and habits:; it is not asking about reading you
are required to do in connection with class assignments.
Please answer every question as accurately as you can. So
that it will be impossible to identify any individual's
work, you are not asked to place your name anywhere on the
questionnaire. You should feel free to give your own
opxnlon frankly Your answers are important and wlll help
in reskarch in education.

* Section A

1. (a) Do you enjoy reading in your leisure tlme? Check

(/) one.

l. Yes /2. No

1

i
(b) If you enjoy leisure reading what are the chief
,reasons? . From the list below choose three,
labelllng Ehem 1, 2, 3, in order of importance.

-

(1) __ tecachers have cncouraged me to read.

(2) _ there is much reading in my home.

(3) __ reading is my hobby.’

(4) __ I like to use my imagination. .
(5) __ I like to read for information.

(6) * I have formed the habit of getting books
from the library.

(7) I have a book collection of my own.

(8) it is a quiet pastime.
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L8 o

2. Apart from the reading that you do for your school courses- ,
and assignments, what are your reading habits? Choose
three, labelling them 1, 2, 3, in order of importance.

5
Y

2 e —_ -

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)

___ at every opportunity

in preference: to other forms of recreation:
when I am required'to read
when there is nothing else to do

often when I should be doing home assignments

(6) __ in my free time at school
3. (a) Do you find in your classroom any books you like to
read in your leisure time? Check ( ) one.
(1) Yes ' (2) ~_No
(b) Do you find in your school library any books you
like to read in your leisure time?
(1) Yes - (2) No
4. About howzmany books have you read:
* (1) in the last month?
{2) in the last four months?
(3) in the last year?
5. Name two of the books you héﬂé read and enjoyed within
the last year. _ !
(1) ¢
(2) v
6. Of all the books you have ever read, which one do you

remember most?
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7. Non-fiction refers to writing that is factual. The
setting, characters and events in non-fiction are real.
Choose any of the following types of non-fictional books
in which you are interested. Number them 1, 2, 3, etc.
in order of your preference. (You are not asked to
number them all. Number only those in which you are
interested.) )

(1) life stories of interesting people

.2 development and descrlptlon of games and
' acthltles.
(3) __ exploring new and strange lands )
' (4) _ inventions and scientific discoveries
(5) __ hobbies and handicyafts
-« (6) ._ accounts of wars and conquest >
(7) * __ self-improvement, aress,-manneys,~grooming
(8) neture books, the sea, animals, birds
(9) _ occupations and careers
(10) . __ others. Please specify.
F |

8. Fiction is imaginative writing. It refers to any story
in which characters, setting, or events-are imaginatively’
created. Choose any of the following types-of fiction
which you like to read in your leisure time. Number them-
l, 2, 3, etc. in order of your preference. (Number only
those you really like to read.) :

(1) __ stories about real animals ,

(2) __ stories about animals that talk

(3) __ adventure stories about young people

(4) __ adventure stories about adults

(3) __ stories about iife in the past

(6) __ -love stories ’

(7 fantasy - stories of the strange and hnusuql ’

(#8 cohtinued)

- a—
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(8) myster& and detective stories

(9) __ science fiction, includiﬁg space travel
(10) ;_'storiés,of careers or pe%sonal achievemént
(}l); L spOrt§ stories g :\ e
(}2) ©__ travel stories
(i3) _; humorous stories

-(14)' _ 'westernf'stories, cowBoys, piqneer days'
(15) , . myth51and_1eqends"f S

others? Please specify.

(16)

x N Pl

Check ) any of the followlng which you occaSLOnally

availablg) in your 1elsure tlme.

(1) 7 plays ' .
'(2) __ poetry

(3) I__'short stérieg
" (4) __ novels

(a) . How often do you read newapape;s?.'Cheék (/) one.

3

(1) __ daily

(2) __ weekly . | : .
.if (3i | occasionally but not regulariy
'(4L not at ail .

1

¥

(a) How often do you read magazines? Check (V) one.

(1) _ daily g o
(2) z: weekly
(3) __-occasionally but not regularly

(4) __ not at all



11.

(b)

(c)

' ‘ 163

e

What type of magazine do you like most? Choose
three, numbering them 1, 2, 3, in order of
preference. (If you read a magazine which does
not seem to fit one of the listed types, name it
in number 10.) '

(1) __ hobbies and handicrafts.
(2) __Tnews, curFent events
(3)  __ movie life, film stérs,'hollywood, etc.
(4) _ love . n
.(5) __ science fiction, space travel tf
'(6)" nature, the out—of-doors) animals, birds,

and the like

(7) __ teen magazines
(8) m_'sport

\
(9) comics

(10) * others. Please name.

Choose any of the following magazines which you like
to read. Number them 1, 2, 3, etc. in order of your
preference. (You are not asked to number them all.
Number only those which you read and enjoy.) If you
read a magazine that is not listed, name it in
number 13. !

(1) - ﬂaclean's Magazine - (’
(2) __ Miss Chatelaine

(5) __"National Geographic

(4) __ Newsweek '

(5) __ owl

(Gf _; Popﬁlar Mechanics’

(7) _ Popular Science

(8) __ Reader's Digest

(9) Seventeen

($11¢ continued)
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(10) __ sSports Illustrated .

(11) _ Hot Rod
(12) __ Time _ .
'il35 Other. Please‘%pécify.

3
12. In each of the following groups check (/) the type of
reading material you prefer. . .

, (1) - fact, ) : or fiction )
(2) poetry . () or prose )
,(3) plays | ( ) or essays | ): o
(4) neﬁséaéérs ( ) or magazines ( ) : g

“13. When you are selecting a book to read in your leisure
time, what helps you most in making your choice?
Check (/) up to three. ’ ’ B

(1) __ the title of the book
(2) _ the teaéher's or librarian's suggestion
(3) __ the illustration on the'cover |
(4) __ the number of pages ' \‘_
(5) __ a friend's recommendation -~
(6) ___ readability - size of print, length of
* paragraphs, etc.
, n discdssigp of the book in class
(8) __ authorship (the writer) |
(9) relaeiqg of book to work being done in school
(10) influence of movie or television | )

(1) others. Please specify.
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15,

16.

17.

;\“J

(1)
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’

List the titles of two books you think should be
available for leisure reading in your school.

Fa

(2)

Name any two books you have read because you have seen
the movies of them (or on T.V.).

(1)
(2)

What - are your three favourite T.V. programs?

(1)

( (2) ’ . ' )
(3

Do you think-that you read more books or fewer

- books because of ywatching T.V.?

Do you have difficulty finding books to suit your

interests? Check (/) one.

(1) - élways
(2) _ often -
(3) __ sometimes .
(4) __ rarely \ }
(5) _ never =
P4
.

.........



. 19.  (a)

Is time set aside in your time-table for periods
in which you can go to the library and do leisure
reading? Check (V) one. ) -
(1) __ Yes . .
- (2) __ No . - °
(b) If provision is made, how many periods a week are
leisure reading periods in the library?
’ 20. " (a) 1Is there class time set aside for' leisure reading
' in the classroom?
(1) __ Yes
' . .
(2) °_No . ' i ‘
(b) If there lS class time set aside for leisure readlng,
X ' how many periods a week?
// 21. If there is no time set a51de for 1elsure reading (in
 the library or the classroom), do you think there should
be? . . N
(1) . __ Yes
(2) _ No
22. (a) Do you enjoy discussing books you have read?
. *Check (/) one. a
(1) __ Yes
(2) . No '
(b) Is any class time set aside for discussing books R

166
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you have read that you are not required to read?
Check (V) one. 3
!

(1) Yes. '

.

(2) No

<




.23,

24,

(a)

167"

Are you ever required to write book ,reports on
books you read on your own? Check (y)-one.

(L) Yes o .

(b)

You

would like. If this is so, what are the reasons? From

the

5, in order of importance. ‘If other things (not llsted)

(2) __ o

i

_Do you like to write book reports about books you
‘have read° Check (/) one.

(L) - ___ﬁlways _ R : .
(2y __ somgtlmes . -
(3) __ never v

N T

may find it difficult to read as many books as you

list below choose five, numbering them 1, 2, 3, 4,

keep you from reading, name them_in™#12.

(1)

(2).

(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

lack of suitable books atgéchool
lack of readiné skill |

lack of suiéable books at home
lack of public library facilities
lack of reading time bécause of hobbies
lack of readingitime'becahse of home duties
spare time(gs oécupied‘with T.V. or movies
preference for magézines,

preferences for comic books.

y

too much time spent travelling to and from
school
lack of time because of homework éssignments

others

HIR I




168

y

25. What would help you most in your leisure reading? From
the list below, choose five, numbering them 1, 2, 3, 4,
5, in order of importance. }

(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)
(6)
(7N

(8)
(9)
(10)

(11),

da

more teacher help in learning to understand
books .

. more class discussion of certain books

more direction in choosing books

rore reading by teacher or student from
favourite books .

more free time to spend in library
more books ‘available in classroom and/or school

more direction and supervision in using the
library . '

L1
t

more books of interest to me
more required reading

more talks by librarians, authors or other
experts on books ’

’ [
more oral reporting to the class pn favourite

~ books

v
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Section B ’ N

After each of the following titles check the apprbprintc box (ilave rcad, llave not read
but am familiar with title, Am not familiar with titlce). If you have recad the book and
have checked the have read box, check one of the following boxes: intecresting, not )
interesting, neutral. ) '

-

Have | Have not A not | Interesting | thot S Meutral
Titl read | read but am | familior 1ntete:st tng
1tie familiar with

with title title

1. The Incredible Journey

2. Lost in the Barrens

3. The Call d4f the Wild . .-

4. Karcn

5. Banner in the Sky

6. BDig Red

7. Seventeenth Sumcer

8. 01d Yeller

9. The Outsiders

10. Masters of Ravenspur

11. Shadow of a Bull

12, A wWrinkle in Time

13. Hot Red

14. The Woof Pack

691

15. Our Bploits at West Point . -

b

“y



Section B (cont.inued)’

Have
kead

Have not
read but am
familiar
with title

Am not
familiar
with
title

Interesting
F 4

Not
Interesting

Neutral

16.

I am David

17.

The Grizzly

N

18.

The Black Joke

19.

Toeblink Y )

20.

Anne's lbuse of Droams

21.

Bushes and Dears

22.

Sam andd Mo

23.

Tix: Silwer Sword

24.

Nicwaila

25.

e Rxcky Mauntain Monster

26.

Sawtonth Harboar Iy

217.

That was ‘Ihen, 'Ihis s Nw

28.

Million Dollar Hhuck

29,

Clarence the T.V. Ixxg

30.

llombre

31.

Deadline at Spook Cabin

32.

Singled Out

33.

Puck liog

(T

0LT
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Section B (continued)

-

Title

llave

llave not
rcad but am
familiar

with title

Am not
familiar
with
title

Interesting

Not

interesting

Neutral

34.

The Witch of~Bilackbird Mond

35.

The Weirnd wWitch's §pell

- 36.

Oues;t of the Colden Gainnet

37.

Luke Baldwin's Ve

18,

Silver Woll

397.

Caribou Riniaw.ay

Otter 3-2 Calling /

41.

A Strangoer Coanxe: NAsshwore

42,

Fram Ana

43.

Island of the Blue Dnlphin:s

44.

20,000 Leaguwes Under the Sca

45.

Deathwatch

46.

Copper Sunrise

47.

Hot Cars

48.

Skeezer

49.

The Thin Grey Man

50.

Te Changeling

51.

Burn Out

52.

The War of the Worlds

TLT

53.

From the Mixed-up files of
Mrs. Basil F. Frankweiler

g












