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communJ.ty of Cheticamp, the trad:l.t:n.on of bellef 1n such

- An analys:.s of pr:.mary and secondar.y hlstorz.oal accounts , ]
1n conJunctJ.on w:.th such oral trach.tlons of Chetlcamp " F g
| reveals narratlves concern:.ng sorcery, and esoterJ.c and / % ?'_
Fad . [ .
exoterJ.c v:.ews and values of the commun:.ty These :Ln turn ' .

, suggest reasons for the act:.vat;\.on of. the sorcery bellefs b "

T values of the commun:Lty, caused a"

took place which were cons:.dered to be the machlna.ta.ons of

certain persons who were known to be sorciers. .; The people

of Chet:.camp reacted to these happen:.ngs by perform:.ng

»

' dals whlch were bel:.eved to. del:.ver the v:.ctim from the | e

4
«

sorcery.‘ Although sorcery is: o longer pract:l.sed :.n the

i

practices 1ives on An- contemporary oral tradit:.on.' SR S AN
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mainly descendants of the French—speaking inhabitants oﬁ the '

the turn of the century.

Cheticamp sugges
N

. the community were threatened

ofithis belief in the community. L IR

PR

. Canada Nova ‘Scotia Nouvelle—Echse Ottawa. Dept—“\of '

" Y e

now Maritime PrQVinces who were expelled by the .Brltlsh,i"'h

LR
I - - ~ .
- FER

authorities in: 1755. JThey are: basical.'ry Francophone = B

c. .

althdugh English has fbeen spoken' in the camxhunity since-;_.,;

o

_.,u_‘;

An analysis of ;the contemporary oral traditionsJ ofi g SN

o

& S -.'-.

held in that community during the - period under consideration.

TR

Oral and documented sources reveal that, from the 1870' R

" u_‘ nI

v e . f\

to the 1930's in Cheticamp, Several factors contributed to
’ .'. -~ “ . M ‘

- S

It Will be hypothe51zed

that the anxiety produced by this threat to the traditional

- .

way of cheticamp life resulted 1n the activation of long-'—

standing sorcery beliefs 1n the community., .The types of

- sorcery practised and the backgrounds of the people who R

practised sorcery are related .'LIL narratives by the Cheticantins.
-. ‘-: . ‘.l- . »“ '

These narratives help to -crea.te an :Lmage of the past )

-

Situation“-and to furnish ev:.dence about the present levels

.l . . BN .
” i S : - .. - . )
= = . L e .

b ﬁacename spelli‘ngs w1ll be as.. ound in. Gazetteer of

EI‘.nergy, ‘Mines and Resou’r;:es, 1977

L s:.tuation in which the traditional values and ideals of s

.,a,"basis ffor s,orcery beliefs which were e
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""?.,Examples and narratlves of sorcery ln Acad:l.an a‘mi’_"f,_

French Canad:.an commum.tles in Canada are found ln

collect:l.ons by He].en Creighton in Bluenose Mag:.c,z .-,"7 I

"

hlstor:l.cal background to the examples of sorcery found ln /" -,/;N-';

; Rlchard Dorsbn in Bloodstoppers ahd: Bearwalkers 3 and\ / -
‘ ; Paul Ay W Wallace in Baptlste Larocque-' Legends of French'
} Canada.? Anselme Ch:.assoms Robert—LJ.onel Segu:Ln,6 and - —',‘ ‘- . }
! R : “'-"Lauraine Deger7 have prov:.ded some soc:.ological and -

the geographical a,reas of thelr stud:.es '~" These works also\“

. - Y
. Tt

S 'Y--' suggest reasons for the people ] bel::.ef J.n sorcery. T

Sorcery .'I.S found :Ln fJ.ctJ.t:Lous form J.n at least one

. .. nlneteenth century contrlbutlon to Canadlan 11terature.

! g..‘PhJ.lJ.ppe Aubert de Gaspe used the theme qf sorcery as part !
o , of hlS h:.storlcal novel Les Anc:.ens Canadlens,g 1nd:|.cat.1.ng i
b 2BI{_\:Lenose Mag:Lc (Toronto- Ryersonk,l957‘) PR N

:dsto ers and_Bearwalkers (Cambrldge. Harvard
Unlvers:l.t E '

" "fw 4Bapt1.ste Larocque. Legen
Musson Book Company, 1923) - pp. 42-51

.. 5Les Legendes des Iles de la Ma.dele:.ne (Monv.‘:tori-‘ \
Jitions ,c_ies "Aboiteaux, . 1976);, - and ChEtJ.ca.mp- Histoire et! - e
'a {s acad:.ennes (Moncton. dit:l..ons des Abo:l.teaux —I961) \

[ . . ! Ry £ .
La Sorceller:.e au- Quebec du XVIIe au. XIXe Slecles L ST 4.
—I:eme’ac, 1971) . oo "

. ) LT Les Sa ek ,'ons Populaxres en Acad:.e Reglon du ('fomte 3 T
R R TEE E de Kent (Ottawa r' ‘éac, 1978) oo Tl L ol E

PR

ST . PLes Bnciens Canad:L S Quebec. Desbai:ats & Derblshlre,

R 1863, 2nd.ed., Québec: C: & &E .~ Desbarats, 1864 ' (rev. cedd) o Ve ak
Rpt.. of “ the second ed., Montrea_.- Fides, 1975 (BJ.le.otheque A R
: Canadienne-FrancaJ.se) S ) i T
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twenty—s:.x tapes were collected,‘ tWenty-—five of whn.ch

' collect Acadian folk culture materlal from the Chetlcamp'-':

area of Cape Breton.a

Much of the -field work and other research connected‘;
5 Lt \

w:.th this study of sorcery beliﬁfs mQCheticamp was done

.

uncler the ausp:.ces of the ‘Beaton' 'Instltute of capeﬂlBreton -

Studies, COllege of Cape Breton, _.d,as part of Srny employment

s:.nce May l 1978 As a research.er I was required to

¥

In the process of collecting

4

Init:r.ally, these were notw

.

allowed a Eroac‘ier v:.ew of the corm'nunlty than would have
W el e

been obtalned :Ln colletting beliefs alone.-;,

’

:anluded materlal on sorcery bel:Lefs. :

These are stored
h .

at the Beaton Inst:.tute, and shelf list n.umbers are given

‘ R o N ;F . av

9Example of or:LgJ.nal tape reference. .0

n, Inst:.tute , tape, 1177 .: Subs.equent tape. references.

w;.ll ‘be” giwen. thus: - thefame of thé: informa»ff‘!:

“list number*fc:»{example, °°Henr:uetta Aucoin, 1177. If the

informant S name&—hag- already beeh - given in the text; 6 only
l

Altogether, : A

0Henr.i.et'l:a Auco:l.n,

and . the shelf_

. 9. LT
“ 1n footnotes as transcrlptlons occur 1n thlS thes:.s. AT

Both direct and indirect quotat:.ons from taped conversat:l.ons e

the shelf l.‘LSt number\wn be" given, for example, 177 -
T e e el B YN S SO L. N
g . . o X
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analogous mot:.fs occur :I.n the text. ' ..i.:
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procedure 1.5 that recommeqded by E D. Ives 1n A Manual'v‘

for Fleldworkers.l.(_);.-An\ of the taped mater:.al on sorcery

K

collected by myself J.s m the Engl:.sh lanng'uager except

1
D
ﬁ.

v

dlfflculty 1n transcrlb:.ng the narratlve J.n Acad:.an

o ‘d:.alect ma:de J.t neaessary to have J.t translated e nto _' :.;:,»

“ "

Engl:l.sh Pr1mary materlal g:.ven :L.n Ac‘.ad:.an dlalect ,—"

f

——

-L:. terature‘ll

! __.”,:a,, TR

Mot:l. f—Index of Folk

T 4;&\ ““ “l‘uﬂ:'m- ...u:q
As well, references w:.ll be made to W, D. H anci

-

s

. ,u.

'rhe selectlon of 1nformants was done almost entlrely

-

by referral The fJ.rst two people #s Alfred LeBlanc, nat:.ve

“of Chet:.camp, and Jacques Pleau, former reSJ.dent of ‘?";U_f-‘_j

?:' loPubl:Lshed as 'No.- lS of Northeast Folklore (Orono, o

Maine- Un:.vers:.ty Press, 1974)

o
: llMot:Lf-Index of Folk-LJ.terature 6, vols. s rev
ed. (1955-1958- 3rd. p: pr:.nt:.ng, Bloominq.ton, Ind:.an
Un:.vers:.ty Press, 1975) e ;

“:"L .- .1

. 2rhe Frank Co Brown ﬁollect:.on of
}Folklore, vols. 6 -and 7, ed. W.D. Hand. (Durham. -Duke . s
B niversity ‘Press, 1964) .- This source is. recOgnJ.zed *e a
. dystematic 'reference for; iolk bel:.efs and superstz.t:.on
Nord:h America.,,., R .

L]
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' Chetlcamp worklng for Parks Canada,.were recommended by j .
Dr; Robert ﬁbrgan, Dlrector of the Beaton: Instltute. . {
M ki:;hese two‘informants helped to inltlate the,research by '
. ' I ' R l, P . . R
A B glv1ng thelr -views of the communlty, and by suggesting . S s
. lnformants who would be w1111ng to glve examples»of the S 'fc)
7. v ‘ A PO . e . ,i‘
‘f\ o commun;ty s tradltronal culture. FollOW1ng thls ‘1t~was e L b
‘ : Quite 1m90351ble<to 1nterv1ew all ‘the recommended 1nformants._"7" R
SRR 7‘.:‘ My selectlon of these, totally amounting to thlrty-two,-"lﬁ' " '
st was bagad partly upon the 1nformat10n glven about them T
. : and‘partly upon convenlence Ln reachrng them ‘_T:; N <
. . - . T \f' ST o
?jg°“'?f _i : X ' Most of the lnformants ranged 1n age from forty to -‘.+-‘ ‘
. i eighty-three.gsars and were not of an academlc or prOn
» fe551onal assoc1atloa It was from hese seventeenrl PR N
P = :
. . -‘.; . ‘ ’
, : e 4 { 3‘
S ' [P
cE R . K ;:.;;E.':‘x.'..‘
:{»—_ e descrlptlons. HOWever,_lf on occasxon they pondered R R
ARSI ST ) N b :’1..._ Sl Tl .:_.'::‘.i‘;
7 . ;
e upon the valldlty of’ thelr bellefs, they almost always-~ .%i’
‘ : concluded that the ev1dence verlfled what they believed. 'i
o . - In most cases,.the collector 1nterv1ewed one s o
I r 2 . e
B
I . lnformant at a tlme.- Perhaps the most noteworthy of
_ . }- these was Marle Deveaux Jéubelle-Marche, Chetlcaﬁp
,.fi.” L Durlng the months of research lengthy discussrons were .
""f,éf held w1th her over cups of tea. Her hospltality along
.. ’k ,» - e ', B2
.‘."_ lL —— - w- ‘d -l 5 ) S —
fan v ? . Y I L. . -




[
i
T

[PV .

o e e L e et et St 00 3o e e - B
- . - - e e b i e o @

-~

P
~

In certain“situations, discussions. between. two or .

more members of the communlty were encouraged ThlS

tended to prGE memorles and to expose emotlons and to

»
K3 '
w

redudE'the slgnlflcance of a stranger w1th a'tape recorder.

13

In these cases,ul played the role of "1nact1ve partLCLpant"

' Famlly dlscu551ons took place ln the households of

Henrletta Auc01n 1n Petlt Etang,,and of Patrlck Auc01n

.~

- in St Joseph du Molne." Slmllar dlscu551ons oecurred ln

.’

the home of John Joseph Deveaux 1n 5ydney. Natlves of

- s

Chetlcamp who have llved ln Sydney fpr the past nlneteen

years, the Deveaux famlly were frequent consultants 1n

»

L

my sorcery research Informatlon recelved from them
. - . A '\

made p0551ble clarlflcatlon and co—ordlnatlon oﬁ materlal

recelved from other sources. Thelr 1nterest and encourage— R

B V °

[ . .,

ment was very gratlfylng.

q .

In other cases, one, member ofﬁthe famlly was formally
lntervleWed whlle one or more famlly members remalned 1n
the background and made a. 11m1ted contrlbutlon or served
as a~511ent audlence. Thls 51tuatlon occurred in the

lnterVLew w;th Ulysses LeLnevre Chetlcamp'vlllage, and

w1th Arthur Bourge015 of Belle—Marche.‘;

:, 4

The 1nvolvement of young people, aged seven to

twenty—flve, was malnly as audlence to the narratlve

' L3K S. Goldsteln, Guide for‘Fleldworkers in. Folklore ,"
publlshed for Amerlcan Folklore Society (Hatboro, Fa., - .
Folklore Assoclates, 1964), pp. 78-80. An "inactive

" participant” refers.to-an interviewer who becomes part of . thebif"

audience of a usually lnformal performance.. T T

et et

s Al
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performances of thelr older relatlves.[ In one instance,~

]

however, a’ narratlve was collected from a twenty-three'

yéar old student. ,,-“; ." ‘_-,‘, I ‘? B 3S£:h

Tu

In: gatherlng 1nform§tlon about the sorcerers, relatives -

'of those 1nvolved 1n the practlse offered a personal famlly

' v1ew.“ Bert LeBoutlllier, a Jersey-Huguenot descendant, is’

A?the grandson of a person belleved tb have dellvered people -

,,']from sorcery.;"Posse531ng great prlde 1n hlS ancastry, Bert

,
L]

. operatlng in Chetlcamp.f Joseph A "a Goduk"

Rl

LeBoutllller generously contrlbuted famlly lnformatlon from 4"

. hlS Bible and from papers of the Robln-Jones Company R

AN

13a Deveaux, a

natlve of Chetlcamp who has llved in New Waterford for many c

[ ‘.

years, was.out5poken about hls grand—uncle Gabrlel, who was

S well known for hls sorcery. It lS p0551ble that dlstance

‘- from hlS natlve communlty afforded him a certaln freedom of

n R
speech 1n speaklng of hlS famlly

Early in the research, a meetlng was arranged with
Father Desnardlns,.theﬂparlsh priest of: Chetlcamp, who 1s

‘a natlve of New - Brunsélck ~An'attempt 'was made,uat that

a

tlme, to evaluate the clergy -8 relationship to the communlty,.'

: ‘and to’ lay the basis for further requests for 1nformatlon, "

-, ' ,

whlle dlplomatlcally establlshlng the presence of ‘a researcherA

cinn the predomlnantly Cathollc communlty.‘ I ,';g’\;l:
AS a result of v151t1ng Father Desgardlns,,an 5”5'
:~Nlckname;-to.bevexplalned.on p. 58. . ~
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": opportunlty was glven to meet Pére Anselme Chlasson,

7f'author of Chétlcamp Hlst01re et Tradltlons acadlenneS,

2 . [
" U

'1':T } _ia\vell khown publlcatlon Whlch had been used ln preparatlon

.E.m,;'_“, . for the research. Now 1n seml-retlrement Anselme

- "

R -_}<'=Ch1asson has, for many years, made a. 51gn1f1cant contrlbutlon

'~-Vf'to the Centre d etudes acadlennes ‘at Moncton,.New Brunsw1ck “.

[) “ N

=0 _Hls work has 1ncluded research 1n the Magdalen Islands '.Jgf:.ﬁf»v-@

as well as Chetlcamp. He contlnues to v151t hlS home N

,'“;A~7"-»" ~commun1ty of Chetlcamp and his love and knowledge of the - e sz*~ ﬁ'
_ ' ‘.area must have been 51gn1f1cant factors 1n his devoted : i
r e, . . ; -

T m.,‘research ,,The meetlng w1th Pere Anselme anluded a

o et st e nti et et s, St s et w e
R ! R o . - - . . .

methods of collectrng them. In Chetlcamp Hlst01re et

- . ¢ N .. .
~ .

)
b s .
B A dlscu551on ‘of the bellefs and songSﬁ%\\the area and his
e _ p
1%

7:Trad1t10ns acadlennes, Chlasson SUggests that a shortage

et b e Vacnrmy rt

‘ % B L of prlests in a: naturally credulous communlf//accounted, R ok
- . .. at least in part for the bellef 1n sorcery 14 y 'I") T i

i . ~f",‘,' Father Charles Aucorn, Drrector of Les Troxs Plgnons,'

@‘%:;" \]” ~oLas centre for Acadlan culture 1n Chetlcamp, was also :

.
b
: . , ~ R
R T 1ntroduced to me by Father Desgardlns. Slnce then,. , i
T e , O s LT < N T
S Father Auc01n has been consulted,on many occaslons, both SN i
. , S i
E f,.ln person and by telephone. Wlthout exceptlon, he has B
: ' ;been most’ helpful in. prov1dlng both documented 51d‘- . - -{"-1.f- ‘i';
T ,y' o ~tradltlona13;nformatlon.u Father Auc01n felt that the :
E,‘, - . . . . . ,. ’ oo . ) .’A - . .. . . ,l - "._. )}’
ST 14 Caea e A
TN Chétlcamp, p. 258. e L
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flnherent superstltlous nature of the Acadlans led them to

. the lutlns.

: mental health In dolng thlS, Dr. Boudreau and Dr. Cormler

f ﬂtradltlonal bellef and practlse. Belng,natlves-of

‘*'Lln Chetlcamp

'Zhélief—in~God and in the Cathollc Church.hh

:
—— , e R e I L TS PR I s e e T
. L - ‘ d
- & R
[ -5
A 4
o
ﬂ;‘\ ._?‘:. P = 9 I

“; . .
RO

W:belleve 1n sorcery In thlS regard he referred tOithe T

3fAcad1ans fear of the dark, and thegbel;ef ln.ghosts and

15",

P

' Two retlred medlcal doctors, each hav1ng completed

‘forty years of practlse in- and out51de of Cheticamp, "'

~-uattempted to glve an "objectlve" medlcal view on aspects,ﬁ B

‘\

T of Chetlcamp sorcery bellefs that affected physlcal and

‘e

v, e

llwere faced w;th relatlng sc1entlf1c medlcal knowledge to'_;‘

x

,,,,,

',but had effectlvely managed to separate thelr srgnlflcance

from thelr professronal llves. To thelr knowledge,‘nelther

[ L

.‘had treated any sorcery-connected lllnesses, and only

Boudreau admltted the p0551b111ty of - such.lllness ‘in '
‘16 ‘

Chetlcamp.‘: Dr Cormler felt that,lllness ‘due to sorcery

'-ijWas a possibllity 1n Afrlcan trlbal communltles but not .

175 Both blamed the acceptance of\.a belaef

“f_1n~sorcery on a "lack of splrltuallsm“ that ls, lack of

18.. The cplnlons

l‘of;the:clergy and the doctors appeared to reflect thelr

15Beaton ‘Institute, tape, 1178 .- e T
16Beaton Instltute,‘tape,,ll78 ,* Vli'ﬁ';;~‘

l7Beaton Instltute, tape, 1178 ' };:5_ "- Ch Lf

' 18Dr. Boudreau, ll78 Dr. Cormler, 1178., (Dr.
Boudreau and Dr. Cormler were 1nterv1ewed separately )
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Other persons ln academlc p051tions were consulted

-for purposes of dlscu351ng features of the communlty and

'lts ldeals., Ray‘LeFort and‘Bernle LeVert,nboth~1n,' }.-,:,h. imr::' f."

'f.} E teaohingmposltlons:awaffﬁrom~theirinatiue;oommunitgfof': ¥
S :'Chéticamp, were, asked to.eive:their;oninionsfwhieh,:in‘;.f | i
‘;'.g:,_' ' ffact, tested conclusxons drawn from my fleld experlence,.? » ;
‘“J'{'f 'Professor LeVert also aSSlSted ln translatlng French a
I;g%f%'ﬁ 'reference sources and transcriptlons othcadlan dlalect -
E ;:ln whlch there m4y~have been semantlc amblgulty. ;&'d fﬁ“ ;g%?ﬂlll;;;;} ;
1 . r In order to prov1de a. comparlson of Chetlcamp w1th ‘:.@n\‘ ""lvg;
3 -fthe other major_hcadlan communlty ln Cape Breton, a fleld ‘ :éf“
on : :
trip was taken*to Isle Madame, On ‘the southwestern 51de 3i“ -i:“ .{Ti?
h of Cape Breton Island, about lOO mlles from Chetlcamp AT ;?‘}
'A llmlted Survey of cultural tralts helped-to expose some"‘ \-if
’;‘of the past and present condltlons 1n the communltb Fj’éi
h ;InterVIews w1th Lennox Mauger and Marsh ll Bourlno both ; %{
of Jersey-descent, revealed the esoterlc—exoterlc att1tudesh~ . -5,
'f;of ‘the Acadlans and the Jersey-Huguenots who make up mostt ;;uff
-7of the prulatlon'oflIsle Madame Q;a,rxﬂ_ef' 11 hfh;_u ;Aﬁ jﬂ:,»lgfiél
3 ‘ Father Conrad Gerrlor, a natlve of West Arlchat, Isle' ] '?
: Madame, supplled valuable 1nformation about the bellefs ,"" ) 3
. : S
”x. -and customs of the area. Father Dan Doucette, pastor of R @
Eﬁ' Petlt-deAGrat, Isle Madame, and a natlve of Margaree ‘ é :
'(near Chetlcamp), was able to draw, from thlrteen years
Kobservatlon, a well deflned cultural comparlson between .h
{ ‘the two‘Acad;an“eommunlt}esn::Ihlsalnrprmatlon;:admlttedly’f(
A ?
’ ol R .J’J__., __“.__._I....M,__i



- . et - ~ _ . :_L.-_. o o= -_.n-\_-...a e e ﬂ:. :.'...‘ ,‘~'-" . :
. i * ' - . : - - ‘.’
.' {' ) ' ! N ‘ .‘ .{‘." v l ~: ‘ ;
8 : : o .
S - . .
; g - . . 1. . - ;
P from elite sourceS‘ revealed the absence of sorcery "
i bellefs as they are found in Chetlcamp. A collectlon by "ilﬂ;
: ,: .f"_' ' W \ S e ; DI o -
-,,é - Loxs Samson of "old folk storles" on Isle Madame from o
! | - i (s . ’

J'ﬁ - A{,e twentyolnformants, maxnly flshermen and thelr w1ves;ralso N
'”'?J‘; S falled to turn.up stories about sorcery, although other L ‘xffuf
4 _54;7 Superstltlons were mentloned.%gﬁf.f . x.::“ii '“f»,.;” ' !arfaj

> ,] Ll H ";“ . ?.\ ° s .,,- o T S . ' ) -
i R :S Catherlne Jollcoeur, of Centre Unlversltalre e '
Y . d Edmunston, New Brunswlck very klndly outllned her e PSR P
'tf ‘ o understandlng of the sorcery bellefs of Acadlans ln New‘_j ﬂf“”i g
i - BrunsWLCk Thls was dbne through correspondencerdated R
' ‘ - August 1978? Also,- through correspondence, Ronald Labelle SR 4 o
g e ,v,-"._ . el m T T o v woE .',‘
- ;my P of Centre d'etudes acadlennes, summarized his observations R L
N IS L I R PEE  AT I
: gﬁ,- . " about Acadlan sorcery beliefs ln the Marltlme provxnoes.-,_:’" Ehg ﬁfﬁ
B ' He noted that there was a greater varlety of sorcery TZﬂ:;;fz' g #!ff
4 - B S IR
: EET PR VU I T
. _ bellefs in the Chétlcamp area than 1n othervMarthme ;”._ Vel e i
i L . S e <_Aj T E—. T . >
1 S Acadlan areas.zof' »,';»'f: .~'%,H.;; 3_.v;.-w1._*' RV =7§1
!‘ ) -, Co . ’ . ‘ . o, o ‘\”‘,‘:" _lx R ;". “‘:".j "
L Most of the documented hlstory of the Chetlcamp ;:””ji_w ?Jé;fﬁiﬁg
v DR R

'ﬂ area, and prlmary documents such as cénsuses, whlch had

relevdnce to the total hlstorlcal context of Cape Breton %iufuhﬁ;ié'

fen K

.
v

R oy
H 1,

ru.‘

'.,. were obtalnable at'the 11brary of the Beaton Instltute of "

Cape Breton Studles. _}'__f;h":-‘vjf”}~ﬁg'”ff:j;;, L ﬁfVﬂ““"”'4

- - - - - = . L o . ' ‘-'J o \
. 19 The collectlon by. Lors Samson was done durmn& thei'
.Summer of " 1979 as part of ‘Project Participation 'Jeunesse.
- under ‘the direction of the Acadian Federation -of Nova -
. Scotia. - The recorded’ materlal ‘and : transcrlptlons’are

e avallable at the Beaton Instltute,'tape, 1180 [
L "20 :

COrrespondence dated January 21, 1980
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'The‘llo mlles

o0,

. e

between-sfﬂnex (home ofidhe author),'and Chetiqamﬁ,made
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The victim of sorcery was known to be'"ensorcele"

the91s, standard French words w111 be underllned, and Acadlan 'c
' dlalect w111 be underllned and thhln lnverted commas., All '
i e o P Lo,
5 ! Acadlan dialect words Ln thlS theSLSRwere used by informants,- & B
m: - ." . . "'-‘A o ( % - = " I . e - '_,
“ 3 4. c - I I

e g .r";:-and the spelllngs of certaln words, lncluding "Jersals"

4 - s 5‘ o E's = Y jid :‘, .
A[or witchcraft. ‘Aceﬂrdlngly, a practltloner of w5

R D
,fnformants _;fz, AR
:. IR DL ] o T Y}
conyersatlonal T
- RICAE I P ,, -- "‘ ‘.'.’ 3 -, i . X ... 'é
-opened the first conversatlon wzth Do‘you speak.French"? e T
..‘ . o .'_ i .| g A K ' .5 z -":;". ’,.-, ”". - -" ,; .. :;-.
It 1s~poss ble that/speaksng%in thelr second language, = '
i *. “ j y .' . A .','.’_: .f‘:...::
e ..
e = \ ¢,
X S ¥
w ¥ b
! . ‘- ",' : . ) . " " ’;: 1:.:"
d alect words’along w1th At
I ﬂ n‘;.oﬂ\ e A :.., :,'.r .;
Engllsh.j/Theyjreferred to the practlse of sorcery Wlth the Y BT
O “ il g ) e o P '_‘,““ i e i bt i
ﬁ""-y follow;ng WOr N sorcery, sorcellerie r. sorcerle" .;.. ,;“ yh wy B

i
3 “-.. ' Tate o . .- - '. K - ,_,_“h.‘ 3 .
_;l,' sorcery was/called a sorcerer, sorc1er or sorciere, or WLtch. b I ,%y
=B = o F B
ot < | s

"In_thls U

.
.-

.
R AR S

e T : ' Y - " 1
~:f{\“ - (Jers;als)‘and "subourchals" (sobriquet) were prov1ded by _- : o
LN '2_-informants. : ‘512: 3 e *« "--“;:'” W AR i
f; . [‘:-,.;:‘, Throughout thls research, I was lmpressed with the \ ?
/.. B o 5 i i
T - A ,'H hospltalzty of the Cheticamp people to ard an’ outslder who e K
.4.- ",-: “:" 5 ,«‘:a' v i " . . e
% & 4% delved into the personal hlstory and ways of thelr communlty =
545;;_?+“ . The openness and generosity w1th whlch they gave thelr‘abundant_.:?fiz
‘Jyai X . S 'n-r vy al ’ O R
.l ek R lcre about sorcery made the research an‘exciting and fulfillingﬁ ‘g
A A ',experience. uf;%f‘; S . e 5‘} = i g
‘l l;.' & e * ;_":‘O—-‘-\ A4 ——— ) ) LREE ? L —~—— ,:_: : : ’ * ERS ;. 4 ' : »
3= N el o PR 3 - DDV St o "-4 LRl LI S PO ST P “ -~ = - Y ‘ ‘
e ! \\ ! s "‘ . N ..b)“.' e‘ il ' ‘ ! L .
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S T 50 rces lndlcate past and present communlty ideals

AN T A e
.

B e e s o

¢ g - o <7 ) T A
‘l N ) ’ . '.- j .’ . “‘. ' ﬁ.:"‘ ' 3 f) ’
N R .y : 5 ST .
S CHAPTER 2 THE COMMUNITY AND 'J.‘HE PEOPLE 14 _} I
iy L A con51deratlon of the h;story and geography of -
o f."}ﬁ C %ﬁacamn reflects soclal and economlc factors whlch f
AL rcontrlbuted to the practlse of sorcery Fleldwork o f’ ' J o
;laxg??” _? - observatrons along w1th oral and documented hastorlcal f
8 |
1

n . - A -
. .o . .

SRR ?*dlrectlx related to such’ socral,andueconomlc factors.“‘f?'f.‘ [

-

? 3 R -: The geographlcal area referred to 1n thls thesis is .* /:"”
zv loc ted ln northern Inverness County, on the north'u:_f'ﬁ;fiff:',;
- ﬂiwesi - R

oL ]ern coast of Cape Breton Island, Nova 5cot1a (see ok
'\'-:':3} T ’ ,-‘ N
R _{maps) Chetlcamp, a Galllc1satlon of the Mlcmac "Chadze“ B
imeadlng "tﬁack woods" or'"rarely full" o w111 refer to an’“”

i

”jarea of cqastllne startlng at Belle CBte on. the northern

fsxdelof Mdrgaree Harbour and extendlng northward.p There
. are’ L number of contlguous areas whlch are. generally
I

A A R L /
. R ‘».thought of as "Chetlcamp" - Coverlng a ten-mlle stretch f : C
Tof coastllne, south to north, these are Terre N01re, N

Cap le M01ne, St Joseph du M01ne, Grand Etang,,P01nt : f..

'afu' ‘“.gI%-*~Cross, Plateau Red Man, the Island La Pralrle, Chetlcamp

URT I ﬁ

L fd - 3 Vlllage, Belle-Marche, and Petlt Etang.

'_ Between The Island and Chetlcamp Vlllage 1s a Dro~ )

-t - - S

”-1tected summer harbour.; Petlt Etang marks the énd of }'ff‘,;,*':

Lo e .
'”Chetlcamp and the entrance to the CaDe Breton nghlands"-y"

Lo . . ‘. ‘ - g . . . R
[ - - - - - : S
“- o .o N . 0 .

1g

“§”7 uf_"m'}al,. Place Names and Places of Nova Scotla, comp ‘C. B.'“.

'-Fergusscn (Halifax: Public Archlves -of Nova Scotia, 1976),

":?"ég':-¢”“ef'p. 125, ~ See Chiasson, Chéticam B,Ap. 21 for‘the hlstorlcal Lo
e LT ﬁ'_,orthography of Chétlcamp. e L : ST e
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: o :,_ Chetlcamp area on northwestern coast of Cape Breton,
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‘ Nationai Park At the edge of. the park the Chetlcamp ‘-;
g _River . funs lnto the ocean}l* d-the’ rugged ”mountains“g’ ) °§
) ’ ﬂ{jbegln thelr ascent dlrectly from tgp ocean. K _? . s ’ o ,u»;
f;‘ - It ls theimountalns that effectzvely lsolate-‘ *: S '“7,.7 jﬁ
| h.u'HChetlcamp from the re;t of Cape Breton.' Although roads ?,i~f_' '.i'
t i.el.aapproach the area from three dlrectlons,'notorlously ‘ ; : é
:u’f::unpredretahle weather and road COndltanS in w1nter ‘. - ~i§i
. :%:dlscé/rage out51ders from travelllng to the area égtween 1¥ ' ’ -
‘S?October and May. The reglonal archltecture of Chetlcampi?ﬁf-
3 ;'fg”reflects the 1ong, cold w1nters Whlch are aggravated by f. 3f-"g:jjj*ﬂ
K :;i':)the dreaded southeast w1nd from the.mountalnsx J01ned }‘:ii.;%i{:,“f?i
f:.b?house and barnv the "snubbed" gable,'and shuttered _;f:;; ji;i]ji';-;?g
-Twindows are 1ocal bulldlng characterrstlcs whlch respondf”;‘:: A";A”
'to the env;ronment (see photograph) | f?.;;;”igh *‘= }._Q'fﬁ;{ {*§$}f
g “ig;<; ;‘ Most onts;de trafflc is due to. summer tourism: f;;.i ;fh:]; ._f %
: ':encouraged by the Park and the Cabot“&rall ' Thousands. . s ;
L -‘:of tourlsts come to Chetlcamp to enjoy the warm sandy a N
‘ :beaches, the flne weather, the good food and the con—u;'"
‘:v1v1al atmosphere of the communlty.L.ﬁh”'”iijf%r}hiif“tﬂjin_::
'fiHlstorx - . ;,1&17{ o ‘.g‘i,ii ;t‘in.:;ﬁa::ff}fi;ﬁﬂv’;ﬁfﬁyfal
’ ' ! The Chetlcamp coast of Capelhreton was 1mportant o :
a as a” European summer flshery hundreds of years before
N 'permanent settlement took place.A Basque, Norman, and -
¥ *.h“ 2Properly desmgnated~hllls; these areucalled
. mountalns" by the people of Chétlcam 3 .



18.

Architectural features common to Cheticamp: joined

house and barn, and "snubbed" gable.
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,;_ as early as the Stheenth century. .ﬂhen the leand of ,1 f
. K Cape Breton was controlled by the French.ln the seven— — :
. . .;:f-. ! -¥— ‘
' oL teenth and elghteenth centuriesr flshing concessrons were ;‘7
‘ = glven to European flshermen on the prpv1sron that "ﬂ;'7' : REEE
i permanent settlements were not to be made, and that no Q: e
B ? w . . . e i
ST trade was to be carrled on w1th.the Indlans.3 S .9jA
R R . 'i;hf ;. ‘The bulk of permanent settlers came to Chetlcamp as~+ _4'_.{;r j~aj§
N , . a result of the Expulslon of the Acadlans from Grand Pre,w R S R
LR S se- ' . . ,r'|:_ . ,‘ ‘."A - “‘::7-‘
RS A - ' Nova Scotra, whlch occurred ln 1755””{After years of Ce 2
e ) ,wanderlnguln North Amerlca and Europe, some Acadlans -
R y flnally came to Isle St Jean (now_Prlnce Edward Island)
SO, \ - ERE
ee” In 1785-86, many of the Acadlans who were’ forefathers of R R .
.‘1". . Tt . Lo Y _».‘.s
;“f< - ‘the’ present communlty came from,Isle‘St Jean to settle_ R, :
4 - between Margaree Harbour and Chetlcamp Harbour. Untll s _-;*ﬁr
i thls Elme there were only two hcadlan famllles ln .g':M Sy |
3 Cheticamp—-Bols and Rlchard who came from Arlchat in - _: .
3 PR o L . - A : g T
| 1782-_.;7’ e el | S
L _QQ In 1790, a group of the Acadlansdln Chetlcamp, "i
- : called “les Quatorze VJ.emr." (“"Fourteen Old Men ) travelled ’to BT
’ ; ‘igi.Sydney,,Cape Breton, where they recelved a grant of land . J;, -
» '_ ‘1_-“ : " ‘ .{ . | . | .‘ '5.: .. j‘/.;' l ..“ o '- :" ..-" , : .:'.
300 ol ‘ Nicholas Denys, Descrrptions and Natural Hlstory of |, i, o w PR
- the Coasts of North'America.  (Acadia), “originally publlshed DA S
5 oy s ChampIlain Soclety Publicatlons l (rpt New York: . - A
g . . x_Greenwood, 1968), . 243, o ) [ K O BN
: s 4. P .,
2 ; : Ou, 'Q i ‘et Quoi . dans le Vlllage de Chetlc e E
] S PamP- published by, St. Peter § Parisl Co uncil, c étlcamp, AU
3 . 1978, {:p. l of 51 pp ] . _ ] . 5 B
; T . ,29,- . )
. 4 ’ ; d o, '." -
’ N ; T-.:- -3 w " ‘;r;“'""‘—“' “- ST T -“—*i.- - P
Ry e et Hm.%gnffyfmww””j*”;fyj-},Hmﬂ~~-~r. e
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} fglfrom Governor Macarmack., At that tlme they were glven_
. 7000 acres ln the Chetlcamp area.s - I ‘
. Pl The Acadlans flrst bullt thelr farms 1n a "valley" 3 RN
' > _.:' - “ - (AR
t . ]'ffbehlnd the present Chetlcamp. in 1812 MonSLgnor Octave ¢:ﬂ g
1 : w . Rty
i 'Dlessls reported in hlS journal: "-‘ S ,“_ =
5 o ﬁl semble oue les habltantseauralent du s! etabllr "
oo {; sur les_ bords de ce beau bassin gu'est le havre . . . s T
e o P01nt du tout.¥  Si vous ‘en exceptez tr01s ous o o .
: quatre, tous les: autres « s ..0Nt. éte ‘se cantonner L "
e * dans .gne affreuse.vallee bornee ‘d'un- cdt€& par. o
- G “des montagnes -entidrément ~couvertés de bois, et £ :
“ 2 e de 10 -alitre- par un cBteau qui’ les’ elolgne du’: havre R
= 5"'ﬂ'i de pres d'une, lleue.7__A_ e TR E%’@" C
. fx ) ’ P . B oo PO . - B .
3 i e *The«lsolatlon prov1ded by the mountalns and the ocean - .
N B
té “ 'qave the Acadlan surv1vors of Grand Pre and Loulsbourg Sa e
. . Py L ;
o i o -
Sk " -y some assurance of freedom from harassment by the Engllsh. v o
R By . . Vo e E
ARy o oo Bernle LeVert, in hls oral account of the settlement of" g
_ % ] : .- - . : - . . ‘ =
i ‘. the Acadlans 1n—Chetlcamp, Sald- - ’
3'. g .’: L e B :;.‘.—-j 4“'> e, D: . . . )
. é WJH"‘fThose who surv1ved [the "dlspersal"}'j few as . - .
i Lo they were . . .. came- [to Chetlcamﬁl They wené€ -
A e o _ firgt.-of-all-and hid in" the mountaing over: there,
R o S till: they . felt that they were more or less Ll 0
i ”%: - secure from the- Engllsh. Cel g v_,,. e \
H ~‘_ . . ' . . ’_. ' N o '}.
3 = In the flfty years follow1ng settlement Jthe,
;.%.; populatlon grew,‘and land was, cleared«and farms were o
i developed closer to the shore. In 1861 the Acadlans of R
s v LI : . . : SR A -
PV ) } ‘. T s ;f': .
j.Wg:; Chlasson, hetlcamg Ps. 37 e T R
A 7“Voyage de 1812" Le Foyer Canadlen (Quebec.,lSGS) -
U R o as c1ted ln Chlasson, Chg-lcamg,tp.~37.- . :
< Te,
- h; i s 8Beatqn Instltute,_tape, 1177 -
‘I“-.'. . .‘ ;. s X 2t u.'.

Y -
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Chetlcamp were. awarded a- further 1000 acre grant of -
%hore land.9, Today, ev1dence of abandoned farms and once
m”j;i" cultlvated :1lands mark the struggle of the forefathers of
Chetlcamp. From hls father s home in St Joseph du
5;Tf. o - M01ne, Freddle Auc01n pornted out to-me durlng my fleld—"“'u‘"ﬁ
B : ‘. o

E’J,,' o _ work the now overgrown-lahd be51de the mountaln‘Whlch .

- °'”Qi_' . had been cleared and settled by hls ancestors.;o~hu‘ )
ORI .?f':ij" As 1n Acadle, beEore the Expu151on, farmlng contlnued

(4 . U e
oo to be an lmportant part of the llvellhood'of,the Acadians 1n

‘;§~<5- 2 ' Cape Breton, although the 5011 was med;ocre bv cémpatlSon.
i . s, f_~ - 3 .

- ¢ 3 R L " PR "

LY SN NI Accordlng to Chlasson-‘ {1 -j
g ?: K La Charte de l7b0 obllgealt les 14 conce551onna1res

R ,f wﬁ~iu;a cultlver chacun c1nquante arpents ;sous peine, de .

B ‘,1~3'.confiscatlon de leur terre., Il y: eut de louables
£ S T “‘=».‘efforts :

L0

Slmllarly, Chlef Justhe A C. Dodd noted 1n 1805 that

By - «* o,

. S L, the lnhabitants are all french [51c ]follow farmlng,ﬁg.
s e T - DERRE e W S :
R ',partlcularly the~ralslng of cattle. 1231 )

N h': ¢ Although the early Acadlans of Chetlcamp were

- T .o .» 2 ‘.

,7 oo _,' - "basxcally farmers" l the flshery was also carrled onx_h

H

[T 5, S e

: e \
R » o to a- lesser degree. By 1828, the flshlng lndustry had , ,
. i o L .A\_t ) o : ) { : W
. f N . ‘A.' .‘n‘ s ':." — . . " . . . v : - ‘.‘l y . ) _ \1 . -
L« “;;Y,"S " Qui. ek Quo;, [p. l] ;J D S .%
,{}Z . ’f R loConversat:.on, September 1978._¥,. :

L u hetlc E p 57 ‘;«;u.‘ zhij R Z“ﬁr ”‘ \Tigé,
.f;)"~,' ‘ l Observatlons made in Explorlng the Island of Capeﬁ”,
c Breton, ms. “Dodd Dapers, Publlc Arch1ves ?f Nova Scotlauhﬁ
T P. 147.. o ; T ._‘:I\_r .
: i @ - L . . R
c .1] 13Comment by Bert LeBoutllller to explaln why ‘the
R early Chéticantins :were not partlcularly 1nterested 1n
o ,-~flsh1ng. Beaton Instltute, tape, 1163.‘ ‘

'.:, N
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?": i grown to the extent that MacGregor,‘in his HiStorical' f
- " and- Descrlptlve Sketches of the Marltlme Colonles of , oy
i b -Brltlsh Amer;ca, could note the development of a’ ‘:‘-lk? - T"
£ . v . . el
; .‘dlver51f1ed economy- o
;f e e . The- Acadlan French 1eave the cultlvatlon ’ i
fo . _ of" the soil to_ the management of their wives,. :i
«n ' . daughters and younger ‘sons . . Hlle the men - ;f
olee . - ‘explOLt the resources of the. sea o }'
N C - o
R ':,J.Whlle the comblned economy of farmlng and flshlng 1
;f U ,‘ “_' “ . , . . con L
o !“[Fcont;nued to clevcﬂop,l5 the*tradltlonal farwung o TN
? .;j tkmalntaﬂned an- emotlonal promlnence.‘ Chlasson noted. . fd,“gf,-i"f' 3
0 o T Lo R £
RARES “ Endur01s par de contlnuelles epreuves . i ces - ™ K
= . Acadiens. gardalent ‘encore la. nostalgie de. la, vie i
) ‘$' pa;sxble et calxedes fermiers de_Grand-Pr&.. .. . e i
b . La-tourmente les avait arrachés brutalement de leurs o °f~‘j'
ke terres., Elle avait. ‘duré. .longtemps. mais n'avait - S Ll
- pas totalement ‘dtouffé le goﬁf de la. terre, dans !
LR le coeur -des anc1ens surtout Y . ;im
i .. - . ‘ oy
.L', .
”?‘ AvThe contlnulty of the farmlng tradltlon 1n Chetlcamp
3” ' aiiowed the Acadlans to cllng to the 1mag1natlon of ﬁ?"f
i . .. , e 1o
,%, -fthe good llfe of the past.lj "De plus, la ferme etalt ‘3
',§ N un symbokade securlte "18 ThlS securlty was materlal ) 7%&
;; . e ;o R 5 . ) Lo i-.
? S I 14Historlcal andeescrlptlve Sketches of the Marltlme A 5]
N ' Coloriies. of Brltlsh America . (1828, rpt. New York: - . I
L 7 - dohnson, : 1968), p. 117., ' . L Lo — T
§ B \-ls"La Vie Economlque", hetlc g pp, 43-61. A
SN o ChetEc amp, p. 57.. PR T T '
S R l—"R:Lchard Hofstadter refers to these idealistic .
P e memor1ES and conceptlons of . farmlng life 1n'"The Agrarlan
T Myth and the Commercial Reality", The Age- of Reform. :
S h;Lg (New York: Vintage - Books, 1955), pP. 23- 36. L. -
‘éwf ‘i:. ffn 18Marc--Adelard Tremblay et Marc - LaPlante, Famllle et -d . ’
B e ' Parente -en Acadle,.Publlcatlons ‘in Ethnology, No." 3 . -
k - (Ottawa~ Natlonal Mugeum- of Canada, 1971), P. 14. .
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Arcthes of Nova: 's"‘cotla,, 1935) B

o . ,2'3'.,
‘as well as spJ.ritual Ch.:n.asSon, J.n dlscussz.ng la v1e -

économlgue of Chet:l.camp, descrlbes the s:.gn:Lflcant numbers '

of llvestock and the abundant harvests from the v:u:g:.n

so:Ll of . early Chet.:Lcamp.19 By the m:dele of the nine- B

la culture du sol '

teenth century, : "D a:l.lleurs .', .

comptera m;/_‘ureusement de moJ.ns en mo:.ns d‘adeptes "

20-

Mo

L= The decl:Lne of farm:.ng J.n Chetlcamp J.s documented in. - -

the cenSuses taken J.n Cape Breton durJ.ng the nlneteenth L

century .

man ln Chetlca.mp was called a" "farmer" 2'1"“

1838 refers to the Chetlcamp AcadJ.an men as’ "farmer—'f'

f:.shermen“ 22 A note in- the’ 1860 CenSus adva.ses J :

‘o

enumerators :

cult:.vat:l.ng the so:Ll with a plough, even though engaged
23

:Ln other pursu:.ts" The stat:l.st:x.cs of an:.mals and o

.5

ChetlcamE .' '§;I
Chetlc E - 59

¢

The census of -

S 'farmer is 1ntended to apply to persons :

: "Census Rolls of Cape Breton Island7 1818 A
(Appendlx B) , ‘Holland's Description' of Cape Breton Island

.- and Oth'er. Documents, comp-. D.C.- Harvey (Ha. :Lfax. Public.
p 158 159.:,, P

22“Settlement of Chet:.camp, Invern s Co.", ‘Nova .
'Scotla Céensus Report, 1838, (Hallfax- -Public -Archives of
‘Nova Scotia, n.d.), RG 1, vol. 449, p 133. Mn.crofllm
copy Beaton Instltute. ‘ I R

Y R

: 23Fulton,.’ "Instructlons", Census' é_€ Notra Scotia, -
.1-860'I1861 " Inverness Co., Public Archives mss.; n.p.

'l‘he census of 1818 J.ndJ.cates that every work;.ng

| et et e vy
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o amounts of. crops raJ.sed show that most of the "farmers" v

"t 24,

%‘;were more than worthy of the ‘name’, In the 1871 Census,--‘i T ;

' :..change becomes ev:.dent approxlmately one-—quarter of the
men in Cheticamp were called "flshermen"- th.le the o ‘ S
ﬁ:,remalnder were called "farmers" ‘25 Based on the 1860 \ .

: note, th:Ls probably means that one-quarter of the men SN ' .

‘were employed at fJ.shJ.ng only, whlle the remalnder were

employed at farm:.ng only, or. at both f:LshJ.ng and farm:l.ng. )

The census‘ for 1881 .‘LS not yet avaJ.lable. ,6“ ‘,, However, :

statistics frOm the perlod 1881 1.932 ﬂeveal that the

f,f:Lsh:Lng J.ndustry contlnued to grow.

stat:LstJ,cs concernlng land use and occupatlonal 1nfor%tlon h - 1
oo T

27 Unfortunately, }

'_ are difflcult to analyse because they are. gJ.ven by co

only after 1891. Stat:.st:.cal data, includlng that

,r'_‘: . ava:.lable from the Nova Scot;.a Department of Agrlculture,.

S 24"Return of Agrlcultural Produce, Stock FJ.sherJ.es,
'etc., 1860-61, - POlllng District 11", -Nova Scotia Census - . .
‘(Halifax: Public Archives of Nova Scotla, n:d.j},. Abstragts' R
1—6.- Microfilm : copy Beaton Inst:.tute.’." PO UL R c T

- L 25Canad:.an Census of 1871, Prov1nce of Nova Scot:.a
DJ.strJ.ct 203, Inverness, S ub H:LVJ.sJ.on L1L Chet:.camp,

LPP.1sB5 s e T e N R
26Correspcmdence .with the Public’ Archlves ‘of - Nova S

SCotla (Dec. 1979), ‘Feveals that, for reasons of conf:.dence,'
‘censuses sare- not made ava:l.lable untll 100 years after :

}\COllectJ.on/ R i"““ '

Census of Ganada, Statistics Canada. -~ -, - . o L .0 7L
:. e I " v- A‘ - .., .1
R e > -
e A e s )
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does not lndicate the number of Qersons J.nvolved m ST ;

farm:.ng J.n Chetlcamp for the years follow:.ng 1871 R
| However, Judgmg by thé‘ggggent day commun:.ty s depen dence- S
| . on fJ.shJ.ng, and the lack of farm:.ng, :.t seems poss:.ble to R
surm:l.se that, s:.nce 1900, more and more"Acad:Lans :Ln . ‘j Lo -
ChetJ.camp made the:.r l:Lv:Lng solely by flshlng. Today, _ :
kltchen gardens, - a; few hens, and rarely,ricow, are S e

surv1vals of the v:.tal farmn.ng ;Lndustry of" the past. -

- r?\ B PRSP v R o o
SR . . ; o L ] ) LS L e,
Lt . L. . I . -
R O PR 0 R [ A PR PR
B N p P , o T  e w S ., . : ‘ N
N N s . e R - . CRNI

Lack of restorat:l.ve methods may have been one of the

reasons for Chetn.camp S . decreasmg dependence upon the -;,

so:Ll. It has been suggested by Dr. Robert Morgan that, ,

;_‘ : N s:.nce the Annapol:l.s Valley was self;restorlnd a8 a- result o g

:r . . f "srltlng-out" pe the Acadrans who came to Chet:.camp from RO ;h;'_ ;

* : . t ere dld not’ have a tradlt:.onal knowledge of fertlllzatlon ‘ 4 o
( = and crop ro*eatn.on.28 c S ‘ | R T ' :

As w:Lth the 4f:.shJ.ng off the. coast of Chetlcamp; the \ f .

4
Ch oo resources of the wooded hJ.lls beh:.nd Chet:.camp were also
é L , oy

S - tapped before permanent settlement o,f the area took place. ‘ K :
’ g o Holland observed in’ 1768 - | o e -
' ) N .' T 'the [Harbour at Chet:.can] affords Shelter for ‘
Ll ot smallicraft; many of which. the French built. here, "? 4
PR wee T the 'Woods . producn.ng proper Materlals [s:l.c:]2 . .\'
‘ Thrs has not changed w:.th the com:.ng of the Acadlans-—s:.nce

» - settlement, the men of Chetlcamp have spent the wrnters 1n :
v 2BCOnversatlon. September'l979. .' S AR EE AR

?‘—'\vzgﬂolland, surveyor and capta:.n, gave a: descr:.g;tlon of ‘H ?

- Cape Breton whlch ‘was ‘completed in 1768. . It was publlshed
as Holland's'" Descrlptlon of. Cape: Bréton: Island’ and Other .
Do¢uments, comp.. D.C: HarVey (Hal:l.fax- Publ:.c ArchJ.ves of

Nova ScotJ.a, 1935),,}?-" 2
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the mOunta.'Lns cutt:l.ng f:Lrewood and logs, and now, g

pulpwood '
B flshery operated by the Jersey firm headed by Rob;.n.

; to anlude Chetlcamp in 1776

‘moved to’ J.tS present locatlon at Gaspe, Quebec.

. e Lo P
o RO
: . “l. .
St e E e -
o . .
e, . ~ b .
N ¢
" . -
" » o
[ Y Y e
s - . R . =L .
v T u . o \,
LT .. v b'_.
‘s - T . - .
R - . .
Y \ . - : 3t A ,2.6‘_'“
f i o

.v.‘“‘. .

L In the decade before the settlement of Chet:.camp

M -J

' by the Acad:Lans, the coastal area was used for a summergl

-

‘Orlglnally establlshed at ArLchat Cape Breton( in 1764

vt

' 'this commerc:n.al fishery was expanded’by Qharles RobJ.n

3]’ The busxness ih Chet:l.camp

‘ar

" ‘,:j‘_'was Lnitlally called Messers. Robln, -"Plpplns, and Company,

32

v.-;‘w1th a head offlce 1n Hallfax., \.}lay"_ 1914 :Lt had

undergone changes :Ln ownershlp and the head offJ.ce was

N : ."Q
3a e

-, Cn -

' the beglnning of the Jersey operatlon, Acad:.ans from , ‘

t S,

- K A'.Arlghai: worked as smnmer labourers or- flshermen at

.

_'_ Chet:.camp After 1785‘ there was a y’ear round labour ':‘-"

¢ ¢,

force to be found among the Acad:.ans :1.n Chetlcamp 34

The Jerseymen who came to Arichat and Chet:.camp were

descendents of French—Protestants,~called Huguenots, who . ‘

.- . 5

e L [} X
Q'L'Il et Quo:.,,[p._l] N

- 30

Se—

31
Ep-2 of 8 pp.]..

32"Flsh1ng Industry in 1500", Cape Breton Post,
23 March 1962 'P- 21. 2 ) .

.33

K

- . - Lt \ . B
Marguer:.te quret,' "J‘ersey Settlements in Gaspe"

VT extracted from The Bulletin of the Soc:.ete Jers:.alse,

‘voli 18 (1963), pp.- 281-295.

34Auco:.n H.‘Lstory,of ChetJ.camp. [p.~ 4]

- e

C. R. Auco:.n, Hlstory of Chet:.camp, pamp.' , ,'n'.d. o
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‘ had sought refuge from blgotry in Fraﬁce by com:r.ng under '

Engllsh rule .1.n the Channel Islands.r3 Along W:Lth a

. , ..=;=~_—-
‘ mandate to se up f:Lsher:Les in- Cape Breton, they were )
'~'g:Lven grants of land by the Brltish Colonlal government

[IPREISR B

of: Cape Breton. In ChetJ.camp, the area known as "The'

/
Island" was given to the Jerseymen.” As{well, a grant

T of! land called "The Farm" ; 1ocated neaj Poxnt Cross was

given.; An Anglican chprch was built Q tha‘t ”location. :

. ThlS church is- com.monly called "the Je ,seymen s ehurch"

. and is ﬂ{esently in a st’ate of disrep..ir g ('See- sketch )

. Wealth accumulated from the flSh ',ry and other trade-,,
' zrcombined w1th thelr adherence to the "Angl:\.can '.t‘aith and
;lthe Engllsh language, made the Jers /m en an economically
"J-and politicallj favoured minorlty 7
__~England and France in 1794 Jerseymen were selected by
Governé#‘r Macarmick to ‘man a fort Hullt in- Cape Breton‘_’- SR
. -.'.‘:.n order to safeguard aga:.nst Aca{han insur::-ect::.on.?'6

.Also, lands were qranted to the Jersey bus:.nessmen in"

Cape Breton durmg the years 1792‘-1816 wheh there was ‘a

C 35Trevor—Ropewates that the Huguenots were .

: '.a.ccused of p.ractJ.SJ.ng witchcraft in ‘France in 1609. They

| were expelled ‘from -France in 1e68s. “The. European w:.tch- :
‘Craze", Witchcraft and Sorcerv, - ed Max Marwick . !
(Harmondsworth, Mlddlesex. Denguin Books, l970), p. 146.

R 36’R Morgan, Orphan Outpost..Cape Breton Colony ;

". 1784-18B20, unpublished Ph D. thes;s, Un:.vers:.ty of Ottawa, .

‘I’B"TZ o. 9 4 ) e
-

Capl e

:3._

During the war betWeen T
o + ' L_}D'-.

s

e e e e e e, i s o 3t o s ks,
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| Jer'seymém's Church, ~built:
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ca.

1889,
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Vi ' ) ' "1and grant freezeA 37 Clara Dennls observed J.n 1942 [ h
' ‘- ., : . - ,-/.‘\
L e I that the Jerseymen J.n Cape Breton have had a h:t.story of ‘
- 3 o prom:l.nence 1n both polltlcal and bus:Lness endeavours.%.a. .
' o In the past they emphasrzed cultural and economJ.c
T R \ : .
; o drfferences by malntainlng a. social aloofness from the T

el AcadJ.ans.. The managers and clerks who worked for Robln S

Ll L T came dlrectly from Jersey, and were not allowed to marry T
R or settle in Chetlcamp wh:.le they were Wlth the flrm 39 : "—‘1 .

commented on thlS ru,le of the Rob:Ln f1rm R SR

R ol ‘The dlsc1pi1ne 1mposed by Charfes RobJ.n and hJ.s o T
e © > . 8UCCessors . was ‘very . str:.ct. The establ:.shments BRI

. Lo ' .
e L Y PR ek tum et . .
"
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