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C txon 1n the- resort communlty“orf(blahant Massachuse‘tts, one .. B
of the ear11est east coast 's r resorts and the summér

: -

Ty -re51dence for promment Bostonlans fiom the 18005 to the

Fo e 19005. The peuod emphasued is flrom 1900 to WOrld War II . %, A

S uby whlch time’ the town had become a year-round communlty “,The' i
focal pornt of the study 1s the recOnstructlon of the~relat10n- 5

. g

i wshlp between two d:.stmct soc1a1 classes the Boston summer .
A _\laeople and the local permanent resudents whose 11ve1‘i‘ho"‘d

depended on t}"{e summer resort mdustry One folklore form, the Ve

/ '-::. p.ersonal experlenCe ‘nuar.ratlve, through whlch th1s relatlonsh{p‘ s
N " 1$ demonstrated \ull be analyzed N ] . o .' "\,\
-,"‘ L g Freldwork for th’t.s' study“was conduoted in the author s ; ¥
/7 home communlty, and fleld methods 1neluded‘ 1‘1.1terv1ew1ng towns-
1 .,'_ .people and rema1n1ng summer- re51dents as nell.as part1c1pat1ngk

1n local actlvztles and folklore events. D1sc1pllnes other "

w o h .

. than folklore most notably soc.1ology and oral hrstorﬂ are tew AN g

N g
="" . 1'ncorporated in th1s study. - :' =B _-'“" o, )
The hrstory of the permanent settlement and that of the "j_'ﬁ.‘

> ]
resort era of the town are dlscussed separately to demonstrate 0

- _'.'. I =0 ’

"-.'} spefrflc factors of the development of each wh11e keeprné :m ’ .

i : mmd the 1nterdependence of the summir and year romd popula-:' ,' [ -l

. ."- -~

| PR F Lk tlons. Social change and soc:.al stat'us ,are; then exanilned to
LI N 3 - ow, s " e '\,‘-
) o determme certaln factors contrrbut1ng to the change from a: -_ .
SRR '. + ..‘.1 e ” K A .,_,. .""— '.
summer resort to 2 year round commum.ty and to understand Nahant s
) '-' o' 3 . . o . ... . . ",_‘ o , '.‘.' o N . i "‘ ?r . " L .' ., .
s o = ' k ‘ : h N ¥ L Wt 3 o "
. ] ."'1’- [N ". "‘ . ‘:‘ i : ) >
g . “ 'lll . : K l’ B ' o - 3 X - ' s R " .'.' .’ ; I‘
e S A R T R TR

' The purpose of tlu,s study rs to examme soc1al 1ﬂterac- o e
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" PR i -betweep the totmspeople apd the sum.m"t_ar res1dents 9n'a bqsmeSs" '
. _ . and soc1a1 lgve}" are studled notlng the dlffg'r:tng-llfe's;tyies : c
WL ‘o.f the two grou'p-s...' The rélatlonshlp is demonstrated tn' part .
e : :__ through the 'personal éxpanencé narratwes of one of the las‘t ;

X ',t‘".”remalﬁmg tradesmgn té be. 1nvolve3 1;1othe cl)nce lucrat:.ve summer 8
S fel-: .",.'._,_ .busmess. As well as; presehtmg the- merqc;r!tes of h1.;. 1oca17" :"‘.,:'"

ar . od - 9 . .
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Space does not’ perm1t me to" mentlon all the people whase & b

narrat:.Ve

be1ng opénqnmded about the t0p1c o‘f th1s thes1” and ~o:r g1v1hg "
sg‘ﬂ'-zestions'.on- the drafts of the papﬁr. A spec a1 thanks goes

20
the fmal edlting x,.;::. Al } ‘_ ol S

PO i

e . Ot o it

:their)g

}' general support.‘and cont1nued enc0uragement through vanous

- phases of thls prOJect, espemally Laurel Doutett}’, Joan Kosby,

5 -;" I .would l:l.ke to thank 'y fellow gra#xate students for~ Coen

N

I am grateful to my supernsor, Larry Smail for- - 5

,, A
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' 3 . ' Judlth Schottenfeld"'and Michael Taft. I am gratéful sto h ,",:Q S

9

g Memorlal UnWers:Lty for grantmg me a fellowﬂup whlch gave b
__ ) (‘, ‘: . ' B e
T N o 'me the £1nanc1a1 _heaxs\to complete th1s thes1s. # " .1“.:'« { @ ,!
L - : ,-3-‘-‘-." - In any communlty study the.\outcome of the pro;ect depends 'j‘:
-';": ; on the degree of support t&\e researcher recewes from the— people .
s . & LA I Q{;e a great debt ef gratltude to ,the towns- .
AN "k people of Nahant who have gwen me sup_port for years and“ who
o T were particula'rly helpful dunng the perlod of research. o am §
.l o e endebted to a11 ‘the, Iieople who gave fréely of thel'r tlme a.nd ‘ .
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A of the Nahant Hlstor1c31 Soc1ety,,the Nahant Pub11c Labrary,.
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Flgure 1:

o LIST OFFII_;LUS;IQRA'.I‘I’ON'S-"

Flgure 2 -

Flgure 3,. 187 map of Nahant Massachusetts. T T

F1gure 4 :

Flgure 5/ Town Wharf bu11t 1n the late 18605.,‘
' Flgure 6-"

Fzgure 7.
F1gure '8 :
Flgure 9

F&gure 10' Y IM.C.A. ’ Nahant Road formerly the Independent

F:Lgure ;Ll

Tt

Flgure 12

>

N

F1gure 13"

Flgure 14

F1gure 15
Flgure 16‘

Flgure 17

Flgure 18

IBees:h.H.a;bor-

1970 map of thDBoston Metr0p011tan ,area 1nc1ud1ng
Nahant.f SN . ‘ ,

1970 map of Na.hant Massachusetts. .

~

1966 aerlal photogr P of the penlnsula.

Tudor Beach at 1ow tlde.A ]

Nahant Town Hall Naha.nt Road bullt 1n 1912.4 . ‘

\". ' .

‘Nahant Publlc L1brary, Nahant Road" bu11t m 1894
Nahant Post Offlce and Vlllage Store Nahant Road

Methodlst Church bu11t :m 1851

Nahant Vlllage Church Cllff Street, \former].y the
Boston Church bu:.lt in ‘1868 L .

At PSRRI

Greenlawn Cemetery and J T Wllson\_ﬂxool Nahant
~Road.

oA Lo o ", . - PR -
. . L b . R .

The W1tch House, Marglnal Read formerly part of
the Maolls Gardens operatmg 1n the’ 1ate 18005.

The Mldway, Bass Point, a popular amusement parL
1n the early 19005. ) g .

i

Whltney Homestead Nahant Road bullt ca.. 1717

Bdge H111 Inn, Nahant Road, formerly a fashlonable
1nn now an- apartment complex bu11t ca. 1850 —\ L
Nah': Country Club Nahant Road formerly the :: K
Nah nt Club central bulldlng constructed 1825. T

r house, Pleasant Street bullt 1n the late
,'smc?been w:xnterlzed. o )

Cllff Street East‘ Po1nt 1ook1ng east across Joe
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twentleth century : The 1nterdependence and mutual 1nfluencing

—.-

" '_oldest summer resorts on ehe east coast of the. Unlted States : .;.;":
'Fnd a town Whlch 1s now a year round commu ty and s»uburb of ”
Boston.' Nahant Massachusetts located in. Essex County tén- S X
‘..11)11e5 northeast of Boston was the summer re51dence £or prom-i» f"‘--"‘:

':"J.n‘:nt Bostonlans from the early 18005 to the earJ.y part uf th'e _ n'

of th ‘ suminer re51ﬁents and th\e local permanen*t popula 1on is:l : ‘9
‘:Ithe:'{ a51s of th1s study The emphas1s 1s- on ‘the’ penod from n'
1900 to World War II by wh1ch t:Lme Nahant had become a }'e-ar-- L
round commun:Lty Con51derat10n 1s Ewen to the gradualr;%g\ ‘,

"l.from resor{ to a permanent commun;ty and to the f1na1 resort

'mbe ngen ummer season7 Nahanters had contlnued contact over

o+ INTRODUCTION - " o 1007y i T e
! ) ‘.n- ., a v b “';' ' c-' _‘-‘: ) "l..; ' “} i a .‘, j ' % '

-

N N ' X . R T A T o B v e
Lo 4...7 “. ."'_: ,'_’ '.'."o-‘ » . . ‘~',r."A ‘?..'=,“_.I." KR

\ W . ' .

Thzs study deals thh soc1al 1nteract1on~ in’ one of the ©, P

g' /ﬂ

e

' B PR .' R
f R v, .4 A ‘,

1 '1 on

4

. A D
relat1o sh1p between twovd1st1nct soc1al classes° the quton . "

TN T . o
summe"r p ople and the local permanenf resadents ;vhose llvellhood -

houses m Nahant and who t?ok an actr\re ro‘,le 1n town affalrs hagl ',‘

\

3

excursmnist and the\'hotel .cl1ente1e wh:.ch nepresented the\’t\m %
'S " R . - e e, e .\‘; ‘ N
.‘. @ lﬂ - ;-‘-~ .: ‘, : _l‘_
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s, . S v s c . R R . 2
LR e B . . . o’ P . . i L

l’?‘femalnlﬂg factors 1n the summer populatlon of the town.' The ;A
s personal exper1ence narrat1Ve 1s analyzed as one folklore form
T . e -

L e - through wh1ch the relatlonshlp between the Boston Summer res1-
RS - . R L

P "a dEnts and tht year&round re51dents is demonstrated. The Boston ,T

S . people prOV1ded much of the mater1a1 1nc1aded 1n the personal i
v ’ . e 7 .
L - “53:3 exper1eﬂte narratlve repert01re of the recogn1zed h1storlan T "5N\

X Lo [

1;; and storyteller of‘the town, Charlle Galrery

;ﬂm5t" ThlS study attempts to determ1ne the\degree of 1mpact
N h season populatlon had on the town and the ways 1n wh1ch
fa-"( R '
SRER 1nteractlon be een dlstlncf soc1a1 classeg and permanent and

jf’ seasonal groups 1s remembered and communlcated 1n Nahant today
It 15 ev1dent that the éeasonal 1nflux of 2 dlfferent soc1a1 :i”:f'W'

classvand occupatlonal group created certa1n ten51ons 1n the _'fﬂ;f
",:_l T A IE B RN
communlty.‘ Such ten51ons needed to be reIeased whlle maln—-

- AT

.

f,,i' ta1n1ng good re1at1ons w1th the seasonal grOup for’purposes of
,éfg\c,econom1c surv1val The 1nf1uence of seasonal populatlons on '“~- Tf

'iun1t1es acrosi North Amenlca and on the 11fe style of local

‘people needs to beolnvestlgated~ The fact that\commun1t1e§ are R
'markedly altered on an annual ha51s by the 1nf1ux%of out51ders

~-has 1mp11cat10ns for the forms of communlcatlon represented
fln these locales.~fo"¢' -.: ““E_TZI'” 'if:u* B

i':_“" The flrst chapter deals w1th the methodology and f1e1d-
:‘ work whlch was conducted 1n the author s home communlty 1n.‘5

the summer and durlng the Chrmstmas perlod of 1975 The advan—;f"

"‘tages and dlsadvantages of worklng 1n one s home commun;ty -;':”

'jt.'a are dlSCuSSe ; The 1nterd15c1p11nary natqre of the study Wthh e

Y

cdraws from s

dJsc1p11nes as soc1ology and oral h1story astwi‘

AT SR L T




T

,,,,,,,,

ﬂ'-teenth century resorts 1s d1scussed in- chapter threé so that

e R S A .'.f:-,j 'y
:recreat1ona1 trends..‘";’ .';;*‘=n‘--j ﬂ pnf' ,'s Sy ,‘

'pfexam1ned to determ1ne certa1n factors contr1but1ng 6 the

. - . . . . . . -

M C . C . - ' LT N Lt K .
e, L. . . - . PR . . N - 3
. . . e y - R @ . RS

L . PR L ) . . . oL
. . oL ,- . o v ‘. .

-:ﬁ well as folklore is noted by rev1eW1ng some of the 11terature

: ,related to the top1c. The second and th1rd chapters outl1ne‘<.f;

the h1story of the permanent settlement and that of the resort

l'*ﬁiera of the communrty respectlvely These developments are
'"dlscu55ed separately to demonstratet%peclf1c factors of each

-‘-'even though the summer and year round populatlons are, 1nter-'

# Lo

";_dependent : Furthermore, Nahant s relationsh1p to other nrne-

-

:ithe penrnsula s. development may be v1ewed 1n terms of nat1ona1

R , 1.'..,.

.»Local manlfe%tatlons of Var1ous processes of soc1al change

1

- are outllned 1n chapter four‘ Soc1al change and status are

'change from ar summer resort to A permanent communlty Nahant s

current pos1t1on as.a suburb of Boston as’ compared to the . %

earller small town orlentatlon 1s also studled Chapter f1ve‘
A\

" eals W1th the re at1onsh1p between the townspeople and the

‘frs reVealed 1n local narratrve trad1t1on. The personal exper1-¢

-
IR

iifence narratrves of one of thegiast rema1n1ng tradesmen to be,...

o

f tradesman cl1ent relatlonshrp represent1ng the pr1mary contact

between the summer people ‘a d Nahanters., Those personal experl-'

| 'ence, narratlves of Char11e Gallery, a local plumber, whach

AR

- 1nvolvedxan the once lucratlve summer Pusxness demonstrate ‘the J}




El A4

31mportante bf the d1st1nct1on between knowlng the 1nformat1on
~-and know1ng how to’ perform that 1nformat1®n (Hymes 1975 ldT\-~
‘will. be demonstrated In eon;unct:on w1tﬁ

"515 in" narratxve—scholarshlp from the story text to tHe story-

‘ﬂ‘performance event of the narrat1ves and the creat1v1ty of the .:,4'
”7.1J1nd1v1dual narrator'w111 be studled by g1v1ng examples from

‘3“lf:Char11e Gallery s total repert01re.,,g_-:fz"f_"Jﬂ‘=;’;; : ci;k;:fjf'

an part a narratlve study HOWever, the two sect1ons are not h[”r
?Jmutually exclu51Ve and knowledge of the total soc1al and hls- L
?Mtorrc context lS necessary to understand soc1al 1nteract10n:f:
"Eln a resort cbmmunlty As that 1nteract1on 15 demonstratedHB’? S
:{through personal experlence narratlves the Rarrative . trad1-{ﬂf

”Jtlon forms an 1ntegral part of the commun1ty study

v

‘; Fthe 1nf1uence of a seasonal populat1on on a locale and the Afj??\
feffect of seasonalfdlsrupt1on on forms of folklore. Personal

'%aTexperlence narratlves deal1ng w1th tradesman cllent relatlon-"

descr1be hls relatlonshlp W1th the summer people whom he
/

'.°served thrOughout his 11fe are emphas1zed In’ th1s chapter the

L

the Shlft 1n empha-

teller and the function,and context of the story, the total

- - \

e . R
xr N

Th1s Study,'therefore, 1s 1n part a communlty study and

A - i

o

f:n Heretofore, folklorlsts have not thoroughly 1nvest1gated

shlps along w1th the esoter1c exoterlc elements 1n such narra-'{,;.

s

t1ves told by an 1nd1v1dua1 of one class about h1s exper1entes

.r

wlth another soc1al class have 1mp11cat10ns for further study.

PR Y . _‘ .t i . N U L . LT "’_ ot = - '- "




.. METHODOLOGY AND REVIEW OF LITERATURE ', - = . (
-

- zn Nahant Massachusetts. I w111 comment -on my proceedures.

'l raphy, and economlcs.‘ F1na11y

1

. ] : o L . . o -
In dlscu551ng the methodology used for thls study, ﬁ," =

w111 concentrate on my actual f1e1dWork whlch was conducted

from May to August and durlng the Chrlstmas perlod of 1975 P
Iz

and problems and explaln my role as. part1c1pant observer as

. v
.

well as note the advantages and dlsadvantages ‘of worklng 1n 1'-

one s - home communlty Furthermore, the 1n erdiééipllnary

4

nature of the study w111 be demonstrated as 1t encompasses the

flelds of folklore

Horal h1story,.soc1ology, cultural geog-

'”the relatlonshlp between my

approach and approaches taken 1n'other commun1ty and narratlve.

ta

studles w111 be dlscussed by reV1ew1ng the pertmnent 11tera-
ture.;" “ ;:p T '..a_-f’”:':\"”_'fﬁ ’“_ ol "'f‘

Hav1ng made the déc1sion to. work 1n my home communrty,

I planned to study local archltecture and the mod1f1cat10n,~

of summer hopses for year-round re51dence. The pre 1850 }i:ffa‘
[ .

resort archltecture of the town had been recently 1nvest1gatad—

and these flndlngs presented by Rogers (1974) SO, I planned to

concentrate on the perlod post 1850., I had also counted ‘on H R

work1ng w1th Charlle Gallery the seventy f1ve year old 1ocal

plumber who ‘was fam lia “5w1th the hlStOTy of all the houses _iﬁ_;};'

b 1n town and who I knew was recognlzed as a storyteller.i Sho tly

after the fleldwork began 1n May 19751 my 1nterest shlftéd




from archltecture to oral h1story and the local narratlve
trad1t1on as these emerged as the: p\imary means ‘of" understandlng

11fe in the town’ f1fty years earller. The problem whlch 1nter-

:{-. ested me most .was determ1n1ng the’relatlonshlp between two

. soc1a11y dlstlnct groups, the" Boston summer people and the

"

\ Nahanters, as thls relatlonshlp was expressed through personal

\exper1ence narratlves and anecdotes. I was 1ntr1gued by the

Lo

radual change from a summer to a year round communlty and

he 1mp11cat10ns th1s had for current soc1a1 1nteract10n 1n

4

the town N . ‘

The perlod of Nahant aS\a fashlonable "water1ng placé” o

. PR
.

‘.or resort Ain the 18005 had been well documented through.neWS--

/ paper artlcles, d1ar1es, 1etters\\and 11terary publlcat1ons

s

phase of. the summer re51dent colony occurrang in- the 19205

Lo~

had not been 1nvest1gated. I set out to. talk to 1oca1 people\ Q

f

‘aged s1xty years and older who\could remember the early twen--

1,

t1eth century and the summer re51dents.- I was a15041nterested

;'~1n the. current orlentatlon of the town as a suburb of Boston.“

\"

. ‘In order to dlscuss the methodology, 1 should.make my
':'pos1t1on in the communlty clear. My father, John Lowell makes:
up the 51xth generat1on of Lowells to summer 1n &ahant:'however;
" he. moved fo the town permanently in 1951 Although h; has fﬂ
11ved year round in Nahant for twenty flve&years, he is st;11

con51dered by some townspeople -as @ Boston person.( I have

11ved 1n the town all ofvmy twenty flve years, but from the'

i

)

" . although references were falrly sdattered HOWever,-the f1nalffr‘

o




~ .
th1rd grade on I commuted to schools out of town w1th1n a’

N [ '
. flfteen m11e radlus of Nahant. I have not Hed much contact

o

»w1th local people my own’ age, and most of the people I know-
» in town~are people known to my parents.* My. prlmary contactﬂ

w1th Nahanters has. been through Sunday School and the non- s

;}denomlnatlonal Protestant church.; -'fﬁ . “\{f - ¢“¢

K b

Before beg1nn1ng the f1e1dwork ,,Was concerned that

there mlght be problems talklng,to certaln toWnspeople due to

3 y fam11y s soc1a1 p051t10n. Slnce my fam11y_had a: hlstory

PRI 2

-of be1ng summer re51dents "ty I feared 1nformants mlght be

RS

'_reluctant to-relate narrat1ves about other summer re31dents.t-7

"QHowever, none of these fears were born ut in my f1e1dwork

2

'ythat someone was 1nterested 1n theﬁr recollectlons., Further- f

;$~" ﬁ|
‘?_‘,more _my father has geen very actlve 1n town affalrs hav1ng

”served on the School Board 1n the 19505 and ‘as town moderator

.

‘from 1962 to the present.3 Slnce-he :is well known in town,

Elt was easy for me to 1ntroduce myself to pebple as: hls daughtennw:j_

'-As far as my fleidwork Was\concerned, all the people 1“ter'-:~;ﬁim-”

‘. K

A:;V1ewed knew and thought hlghly of my parents._L :
‘?',‘ In expla1n1ng my prOJect to 1ocal people, I generally
1Hassumed the role of h15tor1an.. I became 1nvolved w1'h the

5; ‘new1y formed Nahant H15tor1ta1 Society 1n the planni g of the

o

[ N

dvemezrst A

FLy.

_as all 1nformants accepted mesas a Nahanter and were pleased S L




5

ey

f"'lnc&ud1ng certaln summer r651dents.

w

'
’

' .::scr1pt1ons of them.

.

.

- -

‘e ., '

: éntalled attendlng weekly meetlngs and serv1ng as a hostess

ol
at. the semlweekly‘open house dur1ng the month of . August. o

#hth,

>

b1l1a4and tape‘fecordlngs made in 1965 when a few local people

.

o 1n erested An Nahant 5. history set out to record all the old--

\

t1 ers men - and women generally at least slxty f1ve years old

5,

Alth ugh these 1nd1v1-:'

duals”1nterested 1n the local hlstory had plans to 1nterV1ew '

pa

several people, they completed seven taped hours'of 1nterv1ews3'J'“

u- . u ‘,. e ‘...:
0

e W1th three men and’ two women.- One of the.women was a summer

re51dent who had settled permanently 1n town and whose dual

" I

Although the qualtty

M

perspectlve was part1cularly 1nterest1ng.

S of sound ‘of these tapes had deterlorated somewhat over the ‘..‘3u

X

‘ten: year 1nterval I was able to make £a1rly complete tran-'

Iwo of the f1ve people prev1ously 1nter~“

o f .l 1,

'v1ewed are stxll 11v1ng S0 I 1nterv1ewed both of these men.

These earller reCordlng sesszons w1th the exceptlon of one N

.,,

'”conslsted of an 1nterv1ewer and a’ person to Operate the reel

to reel tape recorder plus the 1nformant The exceptf%n Was;

”when three local men were 1nterV1ewed together.

A .d“'

”1n th1s Iatter sess1on there was a.larger aud1ence than for
'y : --,-\.' -

:'the other 1nterv1ews as each man recounted his’. exper1ences, -

-

‘fand the presence of the aud1ence ig - often reflected 1n the~;-

v
Y NG

'f’ 1nd1cat10ns of laughter 1n examples from these tape transcrr -

S

tlons. Interv1ews done 1n 1965 and those I tonducted 1n 1975

made 1t pd551ble to determ1ne such th1ngs as. the degree of

PR

o

‘the sttorrbal Soc1ety I had easy access to local memora--

Consequently, '

NI

c,_.
p
-
et

L




. . S ‘ o |
-vaniation in Charlie-Gallery's narrative'repertoire.’6 R
Teople 1hvolved in the 1oca1 hlstorlcal soc1ety knew that
1 was 1nterv1ew1ng ?everal people around town, ‘and the soc;ety -
Cy R asked me to record certain Nahanters whose recollectldns they

'felt were part;cularly worthwh11e preserv1ng I was morevthan :

“:;,' c W1141ng ‘to. .do th1s as I wanted to 1ntery1ew these 1nd1v1duals,

b

L and the request of the Hlstqucal Soc1ety gave me an eesy o ;p@“

~1ntroduct1nn;- Most of the people I 1nterv1ewed had heard the,f?

T .o ; oo

e . 91965 tapes played to 1arge aud1ences at "Nahant nghts" at- the 3

.Junlor high school aud1tor1um and were aware of how: the tapes
'lf?"f ,‘:.~m1ght be used Coples of all my f1e1d tapes Ylll be glven to

»’_fyf;n' <;v.:the Nahant Hlstorlcal Soc1ety Lo -.}j.fi..';"V,vf : SRR
.o D . e o - /

Wl "t— Worklng 1n one s home communlty has certain’ advantages A

}';f.h f;; and dlsadvantages.. The advantages 1nc1ude the fact that a '[‘ [
"‘fﬂi.“{ "; Aflocal person 1s readlly accepted whereas out51ders vould have ;-ff"

e {';to prove themselves.. Consedoently, establlshlng rapport W1th N é
fh‘ﬁ~% ' .;':: one“s 1nformants as. an 1n51def'1s not the problem 1t mlght i",{ =
T, ngbe for an out51der. Moreover, toWnspeople are eager support: ‘
%_fiiffff- T a fellow“Nahanter in studylng the hlstory of the town?%i?uf€:;"' )

S
the research perlod I felt an obllgatlop to the town through f‘fﬁ

!
e the Hlstorlcal Soc1ety to help documentgthe town s hlstory

by 1nterv1ew1ng local people and taklngfan actlve role 1n the

~fsoc1ety : HOWever as more demands werefmade on' my t1me for

S wdrk unrelated to my the51s, the degree-of 1nvolvement expected

s

I

~of me proved to be a maJor dlsadvantagepof worklng 1nrmy own f

[

~'C0mmun1ty ;-; p.f,;ub; :5,5 J' . S

'fi:”: o My role 1n the communlty durlng the fleldwork was that RS

¥ -

2
i



‘.1 0'.

of particioaht-Observer.. In my- mid twentles, I was 11m1ted

in my part1c1pat1on 1n those o;ganlzatlons whlch are the realm

h ..

=~ 1

of older, generally dver forty years;. gg%ﬁg such as. the Garden

. ;Club and the Ladles' Ald Soclety.of the Nahant Vlllage Church

Aalthough I d1d attend a monthly meetlng of the 1atter.. As it

¢

L

wfs, I was the only younéer person 1nvolved 1n thelzlstorlca1f<'

Socrety The parthlpant observer technlque 1s@commented on
[

by Florence Kluckhohn who-states that such an 1nvest1gator ‘“Uﬂffg,:

; 'Qf?va, S :"forced to analyze hlS own: roles,'1s, on the one hand, less

. \ - mlsled by the myth of complete obJect1v1ty 1n soc1a1 research

1Y . 4 - |_, ‘:',A.. o '.-
' oot and, on the other, mqre consc1ou51y aware of hlS own- blases.ﬂ‘j.

(1940 343) There 1s always the problem of a p0551b1e lack “"A-J.i

- -["'of obJect1v1ty 1n worklng w1th people you have known for years

,‘ and bexng too close to the 51tuat10n to ma1nta1n a- proper ..if

3

perspectrve. However hav1ng spent most of the t1me awéy from

Nahant 51nce 1969 wh'n I Went away to unlvers1ty,AI felt I

om town act1v1t1es to be obJectlve. :I“

was removed enough"

_.——‘

'———-——_4 - ‘ ? . N
from town for four weekends dur1ng the summer.;~- . //”‘:,

:;;/.?'J“ ;'L: w My role durlng the'perlod of research as a part1c1pant-']
! .r.'. -'-',' o "_"I l N

!observer wa's’ 1n part 1n the soc1olog1ca1 sense of part1c1pat1ng

~f1n communlty act1v1t1es (e g., V1d1ch 1955 354 360) Thls is .'ﬂf[
,viﬁ ?ff e ;f1n keeplng w1th the role promoted by fleldWOrLers 1n soc1o- |
'tﬁj%i 1;“;- 1og1ca1 communlty studles Whlch w111 be dlSCUSSQd 1ater Ln R

"~th15 chapter.n In dlscu551ng the role of the part1c1pant obser-37~

7ver 1n folklore, Goldste1n deflnes hlS use of the term as follows.jf




11
o .

4

4 The term part1c1pant observer will be used’ .
‘}ﬁzghout this work to. desigriate a fieldworker who
cipates in a folklore context or.event which is
o be1n§ studied by him. It should not be confuséd with
’ general participation.in the dctivities of the community,
e except in so far as certain of those activities axe
'folkl Te events (1964“79) S

In that the personal\gfperlence‘narrativezevolveg from the

context of everyday congersat1on, I was part1c1pat1ng as well

i

as observ1 g such a context Durlngtthe actual recordlng, I¢_~u7”

was the on1y persog)present w1th the\lnformant and prov1ded

the 1nteract10n whlch st1mu1ated the relat1ng of spec1frc “g:g-

- personal ex erlence narrat1Vesr Qf'“)jg,&»'ﬁ*‘“””7~j ”:,ﬁ”u"':.

I d1d not depend e£c1u51ve1y on'the tape recorder for

obta1n1ng materlal 1n my f1e1dwork The recorded 1nterv1ews e
.0 R et

.

Were only a{small part of my research as I spoke 1nformally

s R

by w1th 1nd1v1duals of all strata of 1oca1 soc1ety when i encounr

tered them ét varlousfplaces around town’ and’ at 1ocal functlons..

:‘T‘W,People were very helpful in- suggest1ng others who remember
the old days of the town and w1th whom I m1ght talk I also

_:1 ga1ned valua le 1n51ghts and 1nformat10n through ta1k1ng to

people who had studled the hlstory of the toWn.7flThrough con-,fi,

N

versatlons w1th people who have a reputatlon for know1ng eVery-“

B

th1ng that 1; g01ng on 1n the town I e351 kept abreast of

-

_ current 1ocal news and g0551p “\“J-"\. e
[ . $ ‘ - / )

Flfteen hours of tape were. recorded w1th 51x Nahanters,‘

three men and three women, who worked for or whose famlfaes

'yf;h b had worked for the summer people. In addltlon, one long time

j:”' summer res1dent my grandmother, was reéorded : These seven

e e AT e T
. Tt R -




L werifiogd

- | L ) ‘ . P o - : 112 . N
prdmary informantshranéediin age.troqneihtyJQight toieighty
years. It should be noted that there are not:many eople
- left in‘town who remember the.Boston-5ummer people of~€he
early 19005 when they were the' summet group which had the
most 1mpact on the ‘town. Hcdld not record a few of the old-
.tlmers I 1nterv1ewed ani st111 others I was not able to see

because of 111ness or the1r extremely shy nature. All 1nter-.3

v1ews w1th the exceptlon of one were.c0nducted at the 1nform-fuﬁ_}:

ant s: home.}'In One 1nstance an'1nformant w1shed to come to.

Tl L.

* my house to. be recorded

Interv1ews weTe. recbrded on a Sony flve 1nch reel to reel .

tape recorder set at 3 3/4 speed. The 1nterv1ews generally

lasted one and a half hours depend1ng on théf1nformant 's

~
-,

>'-} w1111ngness to talk and h1s or: her degree of fatlgue.. I made o

’ {use of a comblnatlon of dlrectlve and non d1rect1ve 1nterv1ew,]

.techn1ques dependlng on the tOplCS be1ng dlscussed .én'dealing

w1th the gqneral oral hlsroty of the oown T asked the same

\

questlons to a11 1nformants. My dlrect questlons focused on- T

the change from a summer orlentatlon of the town[to.a yef” 27("
\, . }\. N

=Therefore, I obtalned local people s percep-

round communlty

t10n5 of the relatlonshlp between Nahanters and the Boston

people, the 1mportance of the summer colony to the economlc

. f

base of the town, and the processes‘of soc1a1 ¢ nge'hh1ch

K affected the development of Nahant1 The1r reco lectlons and 1-77

the1r perceptlon of the 51gn1f1cance o£ the schools, trans-i.“3‘ -

portatlon, 50c1a1 organ1zat10ns, stores, hotels, and re?/ea~f f:*~ >

" PO
Lo
im emreny e ST
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St e

";conversatlon., I d1d e11c1t partlcular %tonleS'whlch I had

’:heard on the 1965 tapes or wh1ch other people 1n town told me .‘
'.perceptlons of all aspects'of the town s development the

\gncluded in the text, 1t 1s 1mportant to know only that the 7:

: P . ',f
. questlons‘or 1nterject1ons are 1nd1cated 1n parentheses Whlle ],E-JT
any " explanatlon of the text 15 glven in square brackets.¢ Further-:=f

- more, Words empha51zed by: 1nformants are'underllned 1n the

'transcrlptlons., o RS 1.“ﬂj'-, e

"'Both of the men rec0rded 1n 1965 and agarn by myself 1n 1975 R

: 13

tion as well as narratives about shipwrecks, local characters,

and\summer residents were recorded. Naturally questlons were
,asked about each: 1nformant s 1ife hlstory.v Interv1ews with
my main informant Charlle Gallery, ‘were for the’ most part

non d1rected as I knew his telllng stories’ stemmed from normal

"y

=

"' "',- T Y vi;\

.Charlle knew..‘ ;'f‘ SR PR R

_ SRR L >
Sy 9 ‘ o ; S “}.

To protect peopie who gave freely of thelr oplnlons and'-vly.uf

v '-..-,,.‘, [

oL . / """".'."_
names of my 1nformants W1th the exceptlon of Charlle Gallery '1\‘”

jhave been w1thheld When exerpts of tape transcrlptlons aref

'speaker 1s a summer re51dent or Nahanter. It should further S
’be noted that the tape numbers are my own, and tapes de51gnated

:3”1 through 16- are my f1e1d tap)/. The number 1 or 2 1mmed1ate1y-w

”
'

:;follow1ng the tape number 1nd1cates the 51de of the tape. Tranr r'Vf
"‘Scrrptlons from the 1965 tapes are denoted by the 1ntervrewer 5:

P1n1t1a158 and date.- W1th1n the transcrlptlons the 1nterv1ewer s

[

' - L ". . ¢ Tt . I
‘e ‘-. ‘. . : - .

Dur1ng the per1od of f1eldwork 1 was able to check 1nter-x'

:”v1ew data by play1ng my OWn tape recordlngs to varlous people.w."’




N v

were happy to have people llsten to thelr tapes so I played o

~

some of my tapes at the opening of ‘the Hlstorlcal Soc1ety hi ’
'and on another occa51on of the society's open house when p!

was agaln hostess. At‘these tlmes I was able to get a farr S

amount of feedback from the audlence about the content

as we}l as about the narrators. At my house on/” j‘ ,oc‘sibn }Zfﬂ

{: I played some tapes of Charlle Gallefyvfor tw long t1me summer

E/re51dents who p01nted out m1nor flaws 1n Charlle s. rendltlons:ii";‘;}

-‘ . .. &

a0

of the geneologles of'summer fam111es.;f' ?~;‘: ATﬁ:Y;; e ﬂeg
s I also made usele photographs in my fleldwork u51ng

",

-an Arles 35 mm SRL camera for black and wh1te and»color prlnts,,
;,and twenty of these prlnts are 1nc1ude here., I had access to

" an excellent photograph and sllde collectlon deal1ng Wlth all

'aspects of the: cultural landscape of the town beg1nn1ng 1n the S

late 18005.' From thls collectlon T had a certaln number of -

. .
Pog.

prlnts made of whlch f1ve appear 1n th1s study

v K f

Dur1ng the 1nterV1ews there were certaln toplcs whlch

‘-,were not pushed : For 1nstancel I became awarebthrough local

f

'ﬂpeoplj/§ comments that Charlle Galleryrand another 1nformant

':”had had a "falllng out" when the latteq t00k QVer Charlie s jﬂ" i' fﬁ
‘;,plumblng bu51ness ip World War II when Charl1e wenttlnto the

- EENEEY

,Unlted States Navy.. Th15 an1m051ty was never mentloned by .& S

- Charlle and only 1nd1rect1y referred to on one occ351on by the_
"other man. Currently, Charlle 15 about ‘to take over the b
of plumblng 1nspector‘from whlch th1s other man retlred There ; . T

..

;were many other forms of th1s ”ethnographlc dynam1te" (Goldsteln f, By

4 . ':_':..,. S o

PRy b
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= g T ]
. fleldwork I sent cards to. my 1nformant5 thanklng them forr-:" PR

" o

o Y AR N T
: a e
:. ,:, .15 '-\L . )
. N

4 Che r . 1] "‘ ‘ .‘.
'1nformat10n Whlch I was party to as an 1n51der. . S PR
o «In terms of‘mot1vat1on and remuneratlom of . 1nformants, 3 T
’ 1 ‘ 3 L ..' 3 I
B I aid’ not use'any materlal 1nducements. 0 MOSt of the 1nform- t o
.,’. = e, 0 B e J . .9 . ‘-“‘:' .o

A ants vere happy to talk to me add proud to thln i

X _- ',, 7 . Wa . N K o
: recollectlons were of value.“ Thls psytholog1ca1 grat1 pa Y ¥

S ” . .
e R R a2 voe

tlon (Goldsteln 1964'163) was of prlmary 1mﬁorténce 5n my f igl

WOIk Most of the old tlmers do not havé‘a chance to talk “";U'l

2 about the old days as- much as they would 11ke., WIF gave them..,f,bu .
ﬁ.' ‘the. opportun1ty to recollect and they 1n turnagave me thelr ﬁig_ﬁfnif

véi51on.o he oral and socfhl hlstory of the QQWn and thg 1ast ;i'w
o e y Pt
hase of Nahant as a: summer resort.*\Upon completaon of the- i A

- 5 P -

. sharlng thelr-nenollectlons W1th mé and for: having 31v§n'of -{{"' 3
the1r t1me. Lo :: - B e ) . }'f_}:ﬂ:f'zjﬂﬂ_"gs' ' & ﬁ:fgﬂl”
1 T, The‘pr;nned donumentaiion used in th}s study came;from"'ﬁ‘ﬁ"'?
? v;}nous sonrces. The Nahant Publle qurary has a: 1arge collec-_f,"f
;*' t1on of Nahant memorabilla and bn;ks W1thf/efe£ences to Nahant J1;
'}.3 whnnh.a}though not avallable-to the gencn';!jr public I w?s able-ifl' ;
: tn étdﬁ; : 3951des publlshed souJCes fhis collect1on 1nﬁ1uied ¥ N 'f
e unpubilshed manugcr1pts wrltten by townspeople,_autngrnph" ,1:;2 {:F:
books, photngraphs,.lettexs, and séranbodks of, lnc;icevents. : k '}f
'f . In additlon, I spent a good dedl ofhtlme at the town hall 301ng ‘:Z
_ through annual town reports thCh date back fb‘lsés andsl -4~15:i}5:
: spent a few ddys at ;he Nahaﬂt-pollce statlon g01ng throdgﬁ? :;f-é‘
" .3._ : . 1 . : i :' L ",~ ;_4. e,
i Y ia ) 1 ".¢ . -'j.} T ‘
e - f e s NCPT) N P LRI
e R e BT D e e
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! the &ollrye ret’:ords datlng back to 1910. 0 Through such requests- C

- "I-.

' to use: this pnmary reference matenal word spread quu:‘kly
that I was 1nterested in: the hlStOI‘}’ of the town. T As ‘well . w R

L

' as usmg these_\ hant records, I loca\ted matenal on" the. town

._‘4 o X FY o,
i L i '1n the Lynn Pub11c L1brary whlch has -z}mrofllm cop1es of most
. 3 -Lynn newspapers- back to the 1atet 18005..' Nah.ant has never had

- . - 1 ’

X :I_"::" _any kmd of contmuous newspaper of 1ts own therefore, 1ts o
<! i ‘, news is includea in. the Lynn paper. The Lynn 11brary has, 9
“:'} a},‘wé11, a good mai) collectmn of" Essex County Other“mst‘l-
G >;utut10ns conta"l'n‘mg both~publls‘he‘ﬂ anti unpubllshed mate‘r.tel On .
plen 'Nahant were Athe Bbston Pub11t; '1‘.1Fbrary,. the Boston Athaneum,"-_‘ :
Amlaﬂ 1th‘e h!asSachusetts HlStLb;'l‘Caix Shtxety -4 The 1&tter contams
) the church records for the I:lahant or- Boston Chux'ch t}ale‘ ‘church .-

S il .
e e G = SEoop o ua A el 8 3 B y .
o .;n L 5 s v e AR e 3 ., 5/\.. L ,I CTe e e '- e
P s 1 . o SO NP SR L

T o3 founde& by the summet residents 1n Nahant. B o I
i :,». All o:f my 1nformants ;:'eferred to the bcm'k° Some Annals of '
‘ 7" Nahant ‘hr;itten b;r .Fred W1lson (1928) wh1¢,h concentrate’s‘: 'eh."‘the
3 hxstory' the towr before 1900 R As well ‘as presentmg h1s- -
r'— ¥ tozn'le 'mgx'al':\,wﬁson‘ 's book contams ‘an'ecdotes .and Dlocal :
. : ' legends.‘ Infol' 'ally wrltten,.l t‘here es'.‘px:actlcally o .documen-‘ .
..‘-f'— } tatlori':i:i‘l”the hook. However,..Wllson left a11~ hls nztes and
. ‘ ’ ' cozf.resf\c;ndance throughiwh:.ch *he gatherefl much of hls‘.ahgotma- -: .
;"L' y .' tmn to the Na ant 11brar)" v‘;here 5 Wa‘s‘ able to stugiy thls mate- o
™4 _r1a1.,~ 'l‘h15 brlngs up the preblen_l of the effect of prmted ' A
= :‘. sources on follere, e5pec1allir ha:‘ratlve (e..g., see Dorson‘
e : 1971) “The ma;or emphasls on narrative trad1t10n 1n the 'Annals .'r.' i
.0 {s. on 1egenas about the sea wh:.ch ref..le(:t the orientatmn of the .,:
j" : / ‘ : 1 %

Apere BypMiey,

o P ]



a male orlented sqc1ety I am referrmg spec1f1cally to my

y ) 17
tOWn for 0. many years. As far as legends of shlps‘wl‘::ked :
" om. Nahant are concerned the rnformatlon ~most peOple give 1s
‘ gleaned from the Annals ‘a$ theré have only been two wrecks on
the shores of Nahant smce 1900, Furth‘ermore-, Nahanters who
are cognlzant of the’ report of a sea serpent of Nal¥nt in ther
18005 are so 1nformed because of havmg read Wllson s book., -
The work 1s }ughly respected by townspeople because 1t 15 the

only fu11 length local h1story exlstent and 11: was, wr1tten by

a member of an old Nahant famlly a_nd e-.man yho spen_t yearsﬁ ’

Ca T, s S o

complllng hlS 1nformat10n. o o S '.' .,-‘5'. TR

One flnal pomt J.n the dlSCUSSlOH of my fleldwork pro-':;',.w...".»“

ceedures and problems 15 that of the 11m1tat1ons of belng a

i

A woman attemptlng to obtam certaln types of mformatlon £hy .

tudylng the narratlve tradltlon of Nahant, part1cu1ar1y one
orm of personal experience narrat1ve My prlmary 1nformant

ould not tell me- any off-color storles and even hedged on

/

some stones pertamlng to 11quor.v In referrmg to Charlle s

. epert01re, one man workmg W}lth the Hlstoncal Soc1ety had

-

]us to sa)' of Char11e s stoneS' "Some [are] publlshable and o

.

ome not...he ;\been worklng w1th Molly but he can‘t te11 her: -

some of hls storles" [F1 1d Notes July 14 1975] I was, how--"
' ever, ab,le to compensai e‘ somewhat for thlS loss by hearmg some

of C -‘ 11e s storles secondhand from my father.. I was also 1




. cussed in chapter four.. c . T

,tural, geography, and econom1cs.\ -As the personal experlence”
*fnarratlve emerged as the means of explalnlng and relatlng theﬁ
i“5oral hlstory of the town, I Began to loo%;at the soc1al and
‘:teconomégseevelopment of the towu as a’ ba51s for understandlné\ “
,zﬁthe context of the narratlve tra t10n.n An understendlng of
'the development of Nahant as a. resort and as a permanent commun-

flty and the relat1onsh1p between the summer people and Nahanters »q-ﬁ

‘ deallng w1th the f1na1 phase 1n ‘the 19 5 of the Boston summer

‘people‘g wf"“f'  33,7 A u.«,‘x- ;"f TR ﬁ,";'?

“.studles must 1n1t1a11y be cons1dered by mentlonlng the communlty t
ajstud1es by soc1olog15ts appllcable to thlS 1nvest1gat10n., The‘
~aim of these communlty/studles 1n general 1s‘to descrlbe the"
) soc1al 1nteract10n w1th1n a»locallty and to determlne how pro-
:‘{fcesses of soc1a1 change are man1fested 1n the communlty I;
'%thelr detalled analyseseof the h1ston1c and ecanomlc de well V.if“pu
{ﬁ‘as soc1a1 development of a 1oca1e, they present an 1nterest1ng' i
. {comblnatlon of soc1ology and h1story Such an approach has

. bearlng qm thls study as a comblnatlon of h1story and soc1ology

This;daily gathering'end male oriented activity will be dis-
Having outlined the particulars of how I'approached\my.

fieldﬁdrk I will now point out the relatlonshlp between this

study and related studiés., This is an 1nterd15c1p11nary

pro;ect draw1ng from folklore, oral h1story, 5oc1ology,<cu1-

-

B ' S ‘.1 f . :

¢
AT

;s a prereqn151te 1n ana1y21ng ehe personal experlence narratlve

;-
'

The relatlonshlp between th1s study and other’ commun1ty

e
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K '~ 1s basic to understanding -interactior between distinct socidl
- -' * N ' l *a s
. groups in’a resort community. : ) -
y . ' ‘One of the best known of all soclologlcal commumty
, ‘ 'j studies is Small Town in Mass Society (1958) co- authored by
. Vidich and Bensman. In their study of a rural up-state New
“ A . . N
A e York communlty, the authors def:l.ne their’ purpose. ”' 5 ..
. L L - This study 1-5 an attempt to explore the- foundatlons o
W o + . ,of 'social life in a- commun.lty which lacks the power . S
% 4T CLTe o control the:institutions that regulate and deter- B B
mlne 1ts exzstence (1958 1X) il LA TS N el
: Thexr f1nd1ngs were s1gn1f1cant; but as Be11 and Newby po.mt-'-/ g - _,-‘.f
- - ‘.‘.-. M b. " ‘,':,‘"-.'
e out, the book created a‘sc_andaal maklng future f1e1donk 1n .
the town almost 1mpoes1b1e,[|.\l972 120)., Howe\rer, Small TOWn .".‘;‘,-" "-.
®e . : & pa LA - S Ll
S 1n Mass Soc1ej 1/5 1mportant to folklonsts for 1ts methodology
o, SN espec:l.ally A..m :reference to the part;.c:Lpant observer method as
YR N 9 . - 1%
M,__\ 'mentloned above'? . ::.g-.' o ', - .. Dy 0 P !;.-.-,‘ - g
L e ., Other 1mportant commumty studles 1nc1ude M1dd1etown LA
[ ¥ , ; ' ol r -
I (Lynd 1929"),.& study ‘of :an Amerlcan c1ty in the’ 19205, w:.th i

P \ » S. -z
w .. . - fis .

RN 3 the :Eollow up, volume Mlddletown in. Transu‘.:xon [1937) &7

‘_*-" . : e < S
AT T M1dd1etowu the authors note the «reasons go‘vermng' 'selectlon PO
- = of the part1cu1ar Elty "A typlcal c1ty, str:.ctly speak1ng, .
W, does not exist, but the c1ty studled ‘was’ selected as hav:.ng T |
H méhy features common to a w1de group of communitles" (Lynd 1929- L
fy® 2L T ; St e ot .=~‘ DR
B 5 el B '7)’ 5 In the same way,.Nahant 15 rﬁxot necessarlly typlcal o:E a | 3 =5
Y P ¥ New England town, but 1-t has features common t‘o most New Eng-' : e
T . L G "o e, .' e o w -' . :'."v' i N Tt
L a | land communlti,es. .‘f- NOPTIENLY IS T e .," TR
& s As w111 be demonstrated Nah'ant due to 1ts proxlnuty tq,\ o ;
{«- A y P St .‘ k) 1
P Boston and-,other work centers, has become a dormltory communlty b
g - vt . . T o ! ¥ SR o 3
VT e ¢ B ) I . e ' Tl
ST "k W 0 SO o - o gl K
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' '_-}'mod" H‘eights (Seeley ot ai. 1956), a studv of a ’wealthy To.ronto

v

T ethno—g—raphic model for suburban studiés.

of thlS work are -of some value to my study.u- Communlty stu’d1es

o P AN S

S

o

20

o
£y

for these areas, Thus, in terms of suburban studies Cr:est-
. e—

suburb, .‘should be mentioned. Although a great part of the

volume is concerned with child rearing, the book presents an

The last of the soc1olog1ca1 communlty studies to "be noted..

/

here 1s ankee Cltz (Warner et al. 1963),' a study of the 1ndus-‘

trlai c1ty of Newburyport, Massachusetts. Because the authors

t

dlscuss regaonal manrfestatlons of soc1a1 processes, the f1nd1ngs .

i conoe . S ..

are of value to the folklorlst 1n d15correr1ng the soc:.al pre-'f.
cesses at work 1n a locale.- Through thls type of background

as w1th thlS study, one can\then understand an' i"tem of folklore T

and 1ts performance in terms of the total soc1a1 context 4.
Out51de of hl‘storlans, stud‘l‘es of resort communltles have

been conducted pr1mar11y by geographers and economlsts.: ‘:I;n_ ' o

- T

hls doc\toral dlssertatmn 1n geography entltled "Recreatlonal —
Land USe 1n Ontarlo" (1956) Wolfe concentrates on the summer .
cottage ‘as’ a tanglble factor 1n the geographlcal landscape.

He 1nc1udes 1n h15 d15cu551on some reference to early Amerlcan
resort development and notes that seasonal mass movement o:E -
N g . . PN
people and the con quent[ 1mpact on areas need to be 1nvest1- g

PR I

e

A

gated.. Of greater ap\pllcatlon to my study 15 Faught s ana1y51s

f the problems of the\resort communlty of Falmouth Massachu— e

L.

setts (1945) The author descrlbes the 11fe style of resorts

i

as one of seasonal duallt)? whrch promotes a varlety of soc1o-

. ,—‘—.\?*,:M"\"':,": '..:"‘_ '.'r ST




logical probfems Many of Falmouth's soc1a1 and economic -
problems parallel those of Nahant. Furth rmore, as the book

was publlshed in 1945 the author' s-perio of research/ls

chose to that belng-reconstructed in this. study. Faught s —.,
type ‘of study along w1th the communlty stud1es prOV1ded“valuab1e

1n51ghts 1%to ways of organlzlng my fieldwork and paper.'

Oral hlstory has been an 1ntegral part of my. study in

N

.

tu551ng works of oral h1story,“one must menolon Montell'

book The Saga of Coe R1dge'<A Study in Oral Hlstory (1970)

By means of recorded reccllectlons, the author reconstructs

the post C1v11 War h1story of A Negro communlty 1n Kentucky~

! and demonstrates the use of oral sources to p1ece together -

."

k2

use of oral hlatory to\reconstruct an era whlch 15 app11cab1e

to the present 1nvest1gat1on.' he need for further coopera-

B tan between the d1sc1p11nes of/folklore and hlstory 15 noted

by Jordan 1n”hls dlscu551on of the folklorlst as soc1a1 hlS- ffﬂ

folklore, and a knowledge of folklore 15 of bene£1t 1f ‘onie.:

v .
(N

w1shes more clearly ‘to! understand the h1stor1ca1 narratlve"‘

(1953 195 196) Moreover, Van51na s. oral h1story methodology

(1965) and Dorson 5 arlt1cles dlscuss1ng the Lnterrelathnshlp

. of. oral and wr1tten hlstory (e g., 1964 ‘1968) further demon—~~

R R

21

events and attltudes 1n an area where there was ‘no’ wrltten h1s- N

: tory Although there 1s wr1tten hlstory for Nahant 1t 15 the .

P ‘\.‘.v', i

torlan "An understandlng of h1story alds 1n com?rehend1ng L

reconstrudtlng a phase of Nahant's resort development_ “Ine dls- ?”

?'An_strate the appllcation of oral hlstory to folklore.‘.Ihe“;mpo;-,;;ﬁ
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v
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“tance of oral history is obvidus._for this study of Nahant

in determiningvthe impact of social .change as well as atti- .

tudes of another era..-

The shlft in empha51s over -the’ past few decades in narra-
tlve scholarshlp from the’ story text to the storyteller, context, }

and functlon prov1des greater opportun1t1es for studylng the

<

performance of | verbal commun1catlon. In hlS artlcle "Oral

f

Styles of Amer1can Folk Narrators"v1n Wthh he d1scusses the -
- 4~w

storytelllng styles of seven narrators, Dorson notes that

"folklorlsts have only 1nc1dentally and sporadlcally concerned 1¢A“

m

themselves w1th problems of folk narratlve style” (1962 77)

N s
+

Along wlth style the soc1a1 functlon of narratlves must be f;"~“u

o

determlned and Degh's work on the soc1a1 functlons of‘story— ;;1"1
.telllng (1957) must be noted 1n thls respect Scholars such
as Crowley;through h1s ana1y51s of - creat;vxty 1n Bahamlan '

' narratlve (1966),demonstrated an early 1nterest in an approach

to folklore deflned by Ben Amos as "artlstlc communlcatlon 1n'“

v
B ! .

small groups" (1971 13) Furthermore 1n present1ng A setJof

postulates and a model for understandlngfstorytelllng events,‘f

* Es

Georges notes that "storytelllng events are commun1cat1ve egents f
and soc1a1 experlences" (1969 323) whlch must be stud1ed holls-
t1ca11y in order to'be, fully appr601ated W'J\ _ { silu}liam

Equally appl1cab1e to’ the present study 15 Jansen s work
on narratlve.- In hls/art1ole "C1a551fy1ng Performance 1n the'

Study of Verbal.Folklore" (1957L he demonstrated ways of classi-

f,,
. .

£y1ng varaous degrees of performance. Bauman takes the same ’"f . ﬂ
' \‘ . v. N . . f')‘-
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7

fron the text-centered
.- . , v

ith verbal art as perfor-

- -

]
-

perfofmance "is a unifying

thread tylng together the magked, segregated esthet1c genres

'and other spheres of verbal

“

d'concept1on of- verbal art’ as'a way of speaklng” (1975 291)

ehav1or 1nto a. general unlfled

'UAll these studles stress the\1mportance oflthe soc1a1 context

.'of the soc1a1 1nteract1on 1nvolved 1n a narratlve performance.$fﬂ

;In the sect;on of thlS study deallng w1th personal exptrlence
A-narratlve, I am concerned W1th”the performanfg of the narratlvek$
.}as 1t pertalns to the soc1al~context of the commun1ty' ‘
;3{f The maJor work to date on performance and communlcatlon'fY‘i
7‘15 that edlted,by Ben Amos and Goldsteln (1975) Hymesyartlclef i
}.aw1th1n that work 1s of part1cular 1mportance to.thls study ‘ E
‘.as ‘he dlstlngulshes between know1ng 1nformat10n and know1ng how ’y'
J;(to/perform that 1nformatlon}Xl975 18) ThlS concept ‘has: d1rectﬁr;
>‘bear1ng on the narratlon ab111ty of my ma1n 1nformant.;.i ‘

In regard to narrat1ve studles 1n folklore very 11tt1e

.

.

has been done w1th personal exper1ence narratlve.' Introduced

' .

by von Sydow the term hemoraté’as d1st1nct from 1egend stood ﬂ .

for a category of\materlal Whlch dealt w1th personal experlences 1; R

’

(1948) In thelr art1c1e ”The Memorate and the Proto Memorate"

‘U"Degh and Vazony1 (1974) are concerned w1th redeflnlng von Sydow s fﬁi

.

earllervmemorate deflnltlon. There is grOW1ng 1nterest 1n the

i T

study of personal exper1ence narratlve as a valld form of communl-”hl
SN :

I : R
catlon, and Labov and Waletzky 1n thelr study "Narratlve Analy515':l

- v . . i . ‘..‘ ’ . 1, o N
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Oral Versions_of Personal Experiences" (1962) deal with the
analysis. of the personal experience narrative from a struc-

turdl viewpoint. In presenting an analytical framework for

Py

. oral versions of personal e)’:perience stories, the authors
state the purpose ,af/fh/lr research:

% Tﬁ/ltlmate aims of our work will - ~require close’ .

. correlations.of the narrator's, socialk characteristics . .
-~ with .the structure of ‘their narratives, ,s:mce we are

- concerned w—lth problems of effectlvé’ communlcatlon
'.‘(1967 13). . el :

J\nother study of the personal experxence narrauve 1s Small'

: - the51s "Patterns 1n Personal Experlence Narratlve.. Storytellmg

-_,.3_"at Cod Harbor A Newfoundland Flshlng Communlty" (1971) Wthh

V:ldlscuSSes the‘ role of thlS na;rratlve form m a Newfoundland

:communlty Small correlates the narratlves w1t'h the culture o

'\.-whlch produced them' énd notes varlous funct1Qns of the personal

- experlence narratlve. i

s ‘
- “

As personal experzence narratlves develop out of every=

day conversatllon and substantn.ate that conversatmn, K1rshen-

"blatt Glmblett's work on parables ‘as they relate’ to spec1f1c

'

,soc1a1 51tuat/1ons (1975) is 1mportant i It 1s apparent that

the personal experlence narratlve must be studled Wl‘thln 1ts

':i.,soc1a1 context.a ._f'

4

- A ) " : P i

et

' .'c1p11nes represented by the 11terature outllned above. -.The‘f.j

'dlscussmn of soc1al\ processes promotlng change m the town

- L

is related to soc1a1 change 11terature and communlty stud1es. :

"'-"Moreover, I have dr‘a\m from cultural geography to more fully

e ™ LA LW T e

My study 1ncorporates certaln aspects of all of the d:Ls—"“




'_‘zs

‘e .

understand patterns of lgmd: settlement, and economic factors )
are included in the discdssion of the social and occupationﬁl
.d‘if.fe,rences of the pérmanent local populé.tion and the summer
ré:;'idents. Furthebrmore,' oral history was important in my study

i'n reconstruCting a period of the town) e\;elopment-., Finally,

. 1n m)' ana1y51s of the narratlve tradl ion and Spei:ifically- the

oL 5
’ R :

‘/role of the personal experlence nar 'tlve, I will. explore aspects

of folklore as erformance and com 'un1catmn. The :mterdls—:
2 3E .

c1p11nary nature of thlS study 1s based on the assumptlon that

1.n order to understand the narrator and the total narratlve

l

tradltlon one mus-s. approach these in terms of then‘ soual and

- . - .'
f

h1stor1c context._" . ;i- DI "; S ¥
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NOTES TO CRAPTER I

1 The town ‘is predominantly Roman Catholic with much of
-the populat1on of Irish or Italian descent.

My grandparents summered-in Nahant <£rom 1926 to 1971 v
and were remembered by all my informants. . The first Lowell to
‘summer in Nahant was my great-great-great- grandfather, John ‘Amofy
Lowell, who built a summer cottage on East Point m the early
18005. - : L . .

-

3 Orlgmally a pr1vate home, the Wh1tney Homestead was -

‘ 'run as-an inn- £from 1819 to-1936 (Nahant Blcentennlal Brochure

1976) when 1t £ell jnto dlsrepalr. It has ‘since been restored"

bumldmg for d:.spl y: purposes. The property was sold in 1975,

tles of purchas:.ng the hlstorlc bu11d1ng.
L 4 Memorab1 ia cons:.sted of such 1tems as’ maps, photo-

graphs, letters, newspaper clippings, and .scrapbooks as we11<
as artlfacts from old houses and hotels around town;

5, . BT . . -l - . L
"My father had - mterv:.ewed on Janua.ry 30 1965 the plumber,
“‘Charlie Gallery, ‘thén - aged sixty-five who “became my main ‘inform-
ant.. Their topic of discussion had been the old days of the
town. and ‘the people who 11ved there 1n the early 19005. S e

B .

6 For a- dlSCUSSlOn of z;l 511}\11ar situatlon of gatherlng
‘natratives’ over. an -extended period of time see -Brunvand's. study
© (1961) of a storyteller interviewed seventeen. yearts earller
by ‘Halpert (1942). Although “these narratives ‘were not. tape- .-

" recorded in either situation- they were ertten down or d1ctated‘» :

so they remaln -as close to’ ‘the orlgmal as p0551b1e. A-

s

7 A man who now 11ves in Nahant has co- authored a book

" on -a promment ‘Boston merchant who. was'also.a Nahant summer - - . - .
" resdient, Thomas H. ~Perkins .(Seaburg.and. Paterson' '1971) . ‘Pater- .
. son is currently préparing another -biography, this-one on. Coe

Frederic. Tudor, .a ‘Nahant- summer resident and Boston merchant

e

- .‘ ) . / o ; .\ )
The three men who co ducted 1nterv1ews 1n 1965 are

referred to. by.. their Jinitials: as “fallows: S, P [Stanley Pat__;

f

son]; F. W [Fred Wylson],._.)'._»\ [John Lowell]

T ' ta ‘o

and the Nahant Hisforical Society-is look1ng 1nto the p0551b111- IR

who did’ much to. 1mprove Nahant 'S 1andscape.‘ : '-; :. A — -




9 The - theme of the Nahant Historical Society opening
was the history of hotels in the town with emphasis on the
Nahant Hotel which represented the fashionable resort phase
of the peninsula in the 1800s.. The opening also included

%he showing of early slides of the town and its buildings.

It would not have béen considered proper even as a

gift followmg my fieldwork for me to present my male inform-
ants iwith any liquor. ‘Even though Charlie Gallery was known

".,‘to drink -a _good deal when he was ymmger, he has cut dmm
';'because of his ulcers._.,‘

\
- . " 1

Y

SO LN Coples ‘of " the. Annals qre d1f£1cu1t to- f:Lnd now although

many Nahanters have private copies; therefore, the. Nahant
-:H15tor1ca1 Soc1ety 1s 1ook;ng 1nto reptmtlng certain sections o

, ‘of the book . ‘ i
.ot ! | o . "\ .- N
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. '7 HISTORY OF THE PERMANENT SETTLEMENT /

" This chapter outlines the histdry of the town's develop- -
ment from 1ts use as common pastureland Aty the seventeenth and

: elghteenth centur:l.es to 1ts operatlon as “town in the 19705. ,

R The hlstory of the permanent populatlon 4. 1t grew around the . :"‘,:

B . e

o ]

) resort 1ndustry' as, wall as certaln cont mporary features of .
- the town w111 be dlSCUSSE‘.d The geograZhy of Nahz;nt will be ‘ .

con51dered notlng the 51gn1f1cance of he geographlcal pos:l—"

tlon of the penlnsula and the separate development of 1ts o :

three d15t1nct areas. Nalant $. rela 10nsh1p “to the eastern

e

' seaboard and the New England regmn will be noted in’ the d15-
'cus%_lon of 4-_1ocal pqoupat:.ons:, ethnig orlgllns_', and the town -
DA {:".‘meet"ing, form of government. . -In addition, the operation of

T ,.';'*varions ‘town depar:tn'lents will ,.b'e'considered- in 'refation-\to'
Nahant s past dependence on the summe resort 1ndustry 1

» - The town of Nahant is located in Essex County t{an mlles .
s-",j‘;‘. . northeast of Boston at 42 25 5' North a;nd 70 55. 0 Yést on a. : Sl

:penlnsula of r_he same name whlch ;uts 0ut 1nto thé Atlantlc 1 SRR

ool o . Ly

and covers 1 06 square m11es [Flgure 1] The I}ame Nahant is

)

’ _“’derlved from the Indlan . wnrd "Nahanteu" meanmg "the tw1ns"

SR . Th‘15 applles to the penlnsula as it is’ composed of two’ (twin) :’_ Co PR

) 1slands, ‘now known .as Big and . L1tt1e Nahant Jomed b)r a half- LU i

’mlle 1ong beach (Lew1s 1844 21] ! Nahant 1s attached to the-»

.."malnland and the c1ty of Lynn by a beach two mlles long- he

Ly SR




. .

peninsula encompasses approximately ei‘ght hundred "acres with

Big Nahant acCountingufor five hundred acres, and the hi;gh‘es‘t

elevation on the penirsula is elghty flVe feet. The cutrent

populatlon of the town, is 4, 200 w1th 2y 230 registered“vote}s

7
(Nahant Annual Town Report 1975 145)

The, pen1nsula 15 dlv1ded 1nto threé pnmary geographJ.C
: ‘areas. Blg Nahant compnslng nearly two thlrds of the total

area of the town /Basﬁsf P01nt and L1tt1e Nahant [Flgure 2]

The eastern end 'of' B1g Nahant, East Po1nt ;- where the Boston. /

summer colony was concentrated 15 another area of 1mportance

. . e

1n thls study [Flgure 4] ThlS study is concerned pr:Lmar:Lly
" with. growth and change m Blg Nahant as that 1s the area 1n :

whlch the permanent populatlon was - f1rst establlshed and 1n

whlch the. summer colony developed Bass Pomt [Flgures ZS'and

26] and L1tt1e Nahant [Flgures 27 ‘and 28] were 1mpot-tant 1n

- other phases of ‘the town S+ growth espec1a11y the resort era ' L t
. of the commuxuty : .‘_"l ) "'. IR S :i
‘ J ‘j ‘ The geographlcal pos:LtJ.on o;f the pen;msula 15 hlghly sxg-‘ S 7»
n1f1cant 1n that beJ.ng attached only by a- narrow causeway, 1 L B “f
1s set apart from the malnland yet at the same tlme 1t is olosel : :‘

Changes in the L

Te

to the J.ndustrn.al centers of«LYnn and Boston. )

degree of 1solat1on of the town account for varlous phases '.,

of deveiopment Moreover, the geog;aphm p051t10n dl}'ectly
Because of 1ts ' 4

affectedq certaln aspects of the town s hrstory.

§ —

prox:.mlty to the port of Boston, Nahant was the scene of many
.Further-

‘oa

sh:.pwrecks 1n the elghteenth and m eteenth centurles. '

o v
v T

~ps a3,
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'

"may now be dlSCUSSEd

.

I ';""~'l 'J

i

v Boston and Jts mérchant,famllles How

4 f
. N NN

a111ed w1th that of Lynn..w _.}*x' o

x_»' N

Iy

X

. ‘1L
Ind1an5‘(Lewis and Newhall 1865 26 27)

- .

P

s,

s 1n dlscu551ng the development of the tOWn.I

F.

w'terms of¢1ts develo?ment as a. summer resort Nahant was

S o

more, the peninsula’a position, at"the'noﬁth of Boston'Harbor

9.

relatlvely large areas of Bass Po1nt beglnnlng in. the Span1sh

"l

leen the geogra~'j

) ph1ca1 p051t1on df the town the early h1story of the~area

",:». . e .

\‘ .
Boston was settled 1n 1630 by the Massachusetts Bay

Company from England and by 1632 there were at east elght

N

coast in such'ports as Saiem, New Bedford and New London.3j

* e

[

evertyas Nahant formed

.,x

l._-
.1",

Ta

‘tln 1004 the Vaklng, Thdrwald “as sald o have 1anded at

; Nahant where he chose to be burled after he was wounded by

made 1t a strateglc po1nt for m111tary bases 1n both the Flrst

and Second World Wars. /Therefore, the government took over}'

"fWorld War II 4 Thus such external factors must be con51dered

n'.

L % 3
_ part of the cqmmdn 1and of Lynn, rts early h1story was closely

“\~rf“; ,f]'}f ’

Core

Another early v151tor

Amerlcan War and 1ast1ng through Morldear I, and East P01nt in

West Indles and Europe (Jonés and Joneq 1975 44).. The whallng

3:1ndu5try helped to- establlsh fortunes a11 along the New England

o

~.

t1ed to ,;.f-

LT e
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surveyed. the New England coast in 1614 (Lewis and Newhall 1865 e

30). A descrlptlon of the penlnsula of Nahant ;n,lﬁﬁd by S

. K /-v '. N ',/.-.

W1111am Woods follOWS' )_N_.a~~*”' L :" . "

k. . The Sandy beach is 2 miles long, at.the end, R 2

ARl whereon is a neck'of land called Nahant. It :is ’ LM

‘ ~6.miles in c1rcumference well wooded with oaks, ' -
pine,- and cedars. - It is besides wellnwatered

; having besides the fresh" springs, a’gréat pond in. .

* the middle, before which is. a -spacious marsh: ‘Im. . . .. ‘

this neck 15 a store of good ground fit for’ the CT (r,.'
_plow; but for the& present-it- is only used to put. T !

cattle in,.to wedther goats, and. -swine, to - secure -, v 7] ;)

them: from ‘the: wolves; a.few posts and rails, from - ., -~ '

© “the-low water.marks ‘to- the: shore- keep -out- the’ wolves LT
=a(quoted in Lewis and Newhall 1865 114).,;.v‘-vf. S e

L

'I.J'

As soon as Lynn'was settled the 1nhab1tants reallzed the._ S

:1 usefu1n<55 of the penlnSula of Nahant.,gw

the seventeenth cehtury there was a great deal of

debate ove; the OWnershlp of the penlnsuha based on certaln .

1and grants as well as’ on c1a1mszof 1nd1v1dual ownershlp One:

5. o~
¥ o) . Ao

',»1nstance of the 1nd1v1dual clalms was that of Thomas Dexter who 1-'f;
‘ in: 1657 cla1med to have bought Nahant for.a su1t of tlothes*'" -
from a Sagamore.Indlan nam;d Black Wlll (Lewas and Vewhall 1865
119) The en5u1ng Jawsu1t was eventually won by the town of ;t‘i?

Lynn' however, there is- evrdence that thls same Indlan sold

Nahant more than once\(Deveney 1953 n pag ) 5\73 .:ifﬂlf’f':.

".4 vl

S Anpther'attempt to acqu1re Nahant was the 1688 pet1t1on' N
8 . RSP

; ftfor a grant of the penlnsula by Edward Randolph then*the Secre—"

tary ofnS@atesof MassachUSetts. The proceedlngs of thlS petl-*
§ ¥




:_opposed by the inhabitants of Lynn.

They shOwed that it was. divided into planting lots, '
e - .by vote_of the town, as early as 1656; that it , a
KR .was fenced; that lots were manured and planted,

Lo and a few tenements erected; that, by hard labor

G L and at.considerahle expense, it had been brought

T ¢ from its originally barren condition to be of real
value for planting and pasturage (Newhall 1876:46).

As was Dexter s c1a1m, Randolph's petition was defeated by the

town of Lynn, and Nahant remalned part- -of - the commonland éf that

FORNN . , -
K . : e ‘ . . R .\ [
cE o . town. : A - s C e - '
s _ town. . . ST , o , o
. . AR , S
R ,

Throughout the elghteenth century the' penlnsula was used

by Lynn re51dents for pastureland and shells and seaWeed were—

gathered from the beaches and used as fertlllzer For example,w

the annual records of the Lynn Town Meetlngs show that the town

;,of Lynn 1eased the beaches of Nahant for thlS pract1ce to oneﬁt;fé‘

BenJamln Alley from 1742 to 1757 when théy were then 1eased to ﬁ:§x"i
;ﬁ”;jk;i Alley s son (Records of ye Towne Meetlngs of Lyn 1742 1759 1966

’g;;ﬁff; ‘ﬂ',;f Because the penlnsula was cleared for pastureland Nahent

¥

( qulckly became denuded of trees 59 that by 1800 few trees were

1eft on: the pen1n5u1a (Deveney 1953 n.ﬁag ) In 1706 Nahant was -; i

d1v1ded'among Lynn re51dents 1nto 208.agr1cu1tura1 1ots varylng i.';? %ﬁf

o 1n srze from half ‘an’ acre ‘to. four acres.Q These 1ots were sub~

sequently d1v1ded amo g fam111es over the'years resultlng 1n

/.
numerous holdlngs of few square yards whose OWﬂeTShlp was

L

dlfflcult to trace. ' ,1{‘ =:ifiﬁ7iﬂ”‘ f“,, 55’”- L i 'Aé‘f. v

Coa . v LN . *' N

The frrst permanent 1nhab1tant appears to have moved to

'

Nahant 1n 1690 (Lew1s 1844 291) HOWever, 1t was not unt11 1800




that a village wae established on the peainéula,rand by this b
time Nahapt had\become a very popuiar place for people from
surroandihg areas to picnic in the sueﬁer. As late as 1803 >

,"2.;' . tiere were only three houses on the peninsula all of which

‘ were occupled by membéﬁg of the Society of Friends. Apparently,

.‘ the Quake&s 11V1ng on Nahant did not initially welcome v151tors

| to their peninsula.- Whelldom reports taat the fam;ﬁles did -

not’ 11ke strangers and. would "run affrlght when they saw them
iﬂ'comlng, and 1t was w1th great d1ff1cu1ty that anyth1ng in the

nature of cooklngxuten5115 or food could be obtalned from them"f

(1842 31) By 1809 the number of houses had 1ncreased from

three to 51x and most accomodated a few boaréers 1n the sqmmer.;f

R Unless approached by boat Nahant Was acce551ble only

B ' . at. 1ow tlde when vehxcles could be drlven across the hard sand 1f; f:'

5t1'fijj :1; of Long Beach The soft sand oﬁ the causeway aboVe the hlgh'l - /-
" A"'”' S .~ * y . . " 4‘. !
t1de mark was 1mpassab1e in a carr1age. ertlng about Essex I

YRS 3?“County in 1859 Whltehxll dlscusses Nahant's p051t10n as a- e ’ﬁf

L peq1nsu1a,not1ng he de11cate nature of DArTow %auseways.

E ' i «ci, .
- ("‘.~Characterlst1c of«fﬂgg’g;ast [Essex County] are . -
; L. 7 the penlnsulas--Marblehead ‘Neck: and Nahant--that...Aj;e
el T mlght easily have become’ 1slands had not man arti- . °
el .+ -7 ficially maintained the narrow causenays. that con- .
”'_nect them'W1th the malnland (1959 72) ' ‘

e

The 1mportance of the Vahant causeway 1n prov1d1ng protectlon
for Lynn Harbor 15 d1scussea by a nlneteenth century hlstorlan.:f, ':' @

RO ‘ - The protectlon of thls beach see%s absolutely neces~/~=-x‘,1'q-na B
U . sary. for -the safety of the city [Lynn]y, -for, were it- L >
el " v Tswept away, tidesmight actually Yush® into:the .* 1 .~ ".t“'1755' o
ST .., . streets.. Encroachments of a serious nature have been _ .
el ,,:ﬂ:nf, ade (Newhall 1876 86 87) e e ~.j€7




.

::;ness" 9 F1sh1ng was an 1mportant 1ndustry all along the New

'~ithe/toWn wharf [Flgure 5], and the/flsh flakes were set up

hf‘11v1ng from the depleted flsh stock5' however, today a handful

}'“of 1oca1 men contlnue fb f1sh on ‘a. part tlme basis.

The, first road was built across the beach in 1848, but it

was continually damaged by storms which necessitated frequent
= .

and costly repairs. It was the debate over the financial

»burden of the protection of the road across Long Beach which

‘flnally gave Nahant 1ts 1ndependence from Lynn. In 1853 Lynn
: -
accepted Nahant's petltlon to become a separate town giving

Nahant .all respon51b111ty for the beach road : I

e

By the t1me of " 1ts 1ncorporat10n 1n 1853 Nahant had 300°

-‘k 5‘;‘:

re51dents, thlrty of whom Were reglstered voters, and 51xtyf

}‘¢e1ght houses 1nclud1ng those owned byfsummer people (Deveney ‘

{ﬁ -1953 . pag») Earller re51dents had made a 11v1ng from farmlng

I

.gand flshlng Supplemented by taklng in 5ummer boarders.; By the
:'ﬁ*m1d nlneteenth century Nahant had became a popular and well-' >

.known summer resort and theftown thrlved on "the summer bu51-~,

[P

England coast and eSpec1ally Sb- 1n Nahant,as 1t prov1ded the‘

flourlshing hotels w1th seafood At that tlme 1ocal flshlng.:

'fcentered around-N1pper Snage, named for perch Wthh 1s now

'

long the two beaches adJacent to the wharf.,.F15h1ng dec11ned

n- Y K

Tf“over the years as 1t became more and more d1ff1ch1t to make aﬂnu

P

10,

Throughout the n1neteenth century and early twent1eth

-;jcentury the town was orlented towerds a seasonal 1ndustry, and

: .the permanent re;ﬁdents depended on "the summer bu51ness" for

et Are

Y
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their livelihood. In spite of the\fact d’ there was comp'e—
tition since many of the‘stores vere Opereted by Outsiders and .
‘open only in the summer, the local grocery Store owners also
'reaned the benefits of the;summer.trade. Local men worked as
carpenters,'peintersz plumbers, garde;ers, and caretakers, and R
depended on the upkeep of the summer homes for their work.. . - 'h
Although thls was mostly seasonal work marked by openlng the

| houses 1n the sprlng and clos1ng them again in the fall cer~

- . i

taln repalrs and rennOVatlons had to be done durlng f e”Wihterj. RSN

N

Moreover,,certaln men, were employed as caretakers on a arrﬁﬁ‘:"

.[.

round/ba51s. Local women also found employment w1th the summer e

pe0p1e as they cleaned the houSes 1n the sprlng and falg or .~(‘

took ‘in laundry 1n the summer.éy,j u‘uu

. ., “,'h

Due to'the1r success 1n the summer bu51ness certaln local
1 - o

vfbu51nesses galned con51derab1e recognlt;on outsxde of Nahant.;

“The bu11d1ng bu51ness of J T Wllson and the florlst bu51ness

[
o

of Thomas Roland grew 1n response to the summer trade and ~f;i

eventually dld business in Boston,qs well as on the North Shore L

of Massachusetts. ’ '>’UT - "”'aap” ‘ 1“ ‘ e T 3

N . : . B . . . -‘-..’4.,‘

ﬂn dlSCuSSlng 1oca1 occupat1ons, Nahant s proxlmlty rto

Lynn, the leadlng manufacturer of shoes 1n~the United States

1n the nlneteenth century (Cumbler 1974), must be remembered

4+

eather plecew0rk was done 1n homes and small shops a11 over

New England 1n the e1ghteenth apd nlneteenth centurles (Watklns 7\."E i

ﬂ 1961), and stltchlng was done in several shops 1n Nahant W1th a:; v

-1mproved transportatlon to the penlnsula Vahanters could work
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'_in Lynn. When the shoe factories began to close down inithe

early 1900s, Lynn was able to attract another industry in- the '

< i

form of General Electric Company which absorbed much of the
/
city's work force. Today mapy townspeople are employed w1th

General Electrlc in Lynn.

- * . R /

Along'WLth know1ng 1oca1 occupatlons, it is 1mportant
to rea11ze the ethnlc composition of the town in. order to. under-

,stand Nahant's relatronshlp to regronal 1mm1grat10n partlcularly

Cin reference to the Irlsh and Itallans., The town began as an '-‘JAI'
Anglo Protestant\communlty, however by the tlme-of 1ncorpora—f"

: t1on 1n 1853 some Irlsh Roman Cathollcs had moved to Nahant. ; EA‘f Lf?

4 . |

W1lson notes that the flrst Irlshman probably settled ‘ify town, f/

before 1840 (1928 221) By 1875 there were 60 000: forelgn- 'ﬂf’; S
/o . 1
born Irlsh 11VLng 1n Boston (Warner 1962 6), and they gradually L

‘

-rose 1n economlc status and mlgrated outward from the c1ty.

Most of the Ir1sh who came to Nahant came after the C1v11 War.ff

.
N .

By the late 18005 these Irlsh were establlshed 1n the sectlon

¥

h of town locally known as Irlshtown, and 1ater they moved from ‘5 .
'there to other areas of*Nahant. Warner states that the ethnlc 7. "@

makeup of a suburb often reflects the nearby c1ty s ethn1c

composxtlon of thirty years ear11er (1962 67) ggrner s theory

’iepplles to Nahant as the towu reflected the earller Boston

51tuat10n. ITlSh 1aborers and tradeSmen settled 1n Nahant and .
; . RV A

found seasonal work w1th the resort 1ndustry The summers saW‘

more Ir1sh 1n town as! the transferred households of the summer 7b - 7,
B o " ,: ) 1‘ "J.' : Y
‘res1dents the malds, coachmen,.and butlers were pr1mar11y IR o

-
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v

Irish. Handlin notes that by 1850 at least 2,227 Irish girls

were working as domestic servants in Boston (1959:61).

The other major immigration influx to éreatly affect the
ethnic make-up of the town was that of the~Italians.which
followed the same pattern as the Irlsh though at a later date.
By 1920 most. of the Irlsh had moved out of Irlshtown to other

parts of Nahant and the Ital1ans had moVed 1nto the sectlon :

known as. Irlshtown. In referrlng to Ita11ans sett11ng 1n Irlsh-,~
town,‘one Nahanter relatés the followlng anecdote set 1n the }71;3"‘

: R o
old town post offlce* Two strange men came 1nto the post offlce o

‘one evenlng, and when they went out someone asked who they .}f] RO

Lo ‘r

were., One man replled vy don't know thelr name, but ohey re L 'Q}

S twWo’ of the Itallans from Irlshtown." [Tape 13 1] Wrth1n the] ‘_;\f

A/past twenty years some Itallans have moved to other sectlons of o

¢

Nahant 1nc1ud1ng East P01nt The ITlSh and Itallans represent v

the major ‘groups in the ethn1c compo51t10n in. the town, howewer,
there 1s stlll a large Anglo Protestant group. In’ marked con- K . s
trast to nearby towns such as’ Swampscott Whlch is predomlnantly‘
Jewlsh, Nahant has few Jew1sh famllles./ Furthermore, there are

‘no, Blacks 1n Nahant although ‘there” 15 ‘a large black populat1on R

;n Lynn.j" :f;'j;.‘ﬁ, ?f:y}}iw:;vfi“';fi.

, The hlstory of the churches 1n town bear a d1rect relation-_r;v~
... ! / L
& sh1p to the early seasonal orlentatlon of the town as Well as A

to the changtng rellglous affillatlon of the town 5 populatlon. ‘fﬂu

The farst church 1n Nahant was bullt on East Po1nt by the Boston f~hl {
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ministers, primarily Pyotestant, from Boston camg to speak

- 13

throughout the summer months. Called the Nahant Church by its
summer members, and the Boston Church by townspeople, this church /
'in the form, of a fireek temple was damaged by a hurricane in

1868 “and’ the present Gothic. stone church [Figure 11] was built T
in its place. The local residents represented several'ProteSv
tant denoanatlons, and no one group could. afford to bulld the1r
"own church ConSequently, the Independent Methodlst Church was '-‘:}
,"buzlt 1n 1851 to accomodate a11 Protestant denomlnatlons and 34 SN
zbecame known as the Nahant Vlllage Church f Whlle reta1n1ng p; |

"

the1r non denom1nat10na1 Protestant status the Boston.and

y - '

Nahant Vlllage Church flnally merged 1n 1958 Serv1ces were Lo
moved to the Boston church wh11e the V111age Church was used as
a Sunday school. The 1atter bu11d1ng was eventually converted

to a Y M c. A. [F1gure 10] A variety of sects 1nc1ud1ng

Congregat1onallsts, Unltarlans, and Eplscopallans ar today

'i represented 1n the Nahant Vlllage Church the non- no 'natlonal

status of whlch is unusual for a New England town. The merglng ~=nu[;

.l‘—

of the two Protestant churches is . sxgnlflcant 1n that it marked

. \\,. [
.t . .

the end of a separate 1dent1ty for the summer colony 1n the Uown. '\':

The relat1onsh1p between the Nahant and Boston churches w111
o

be d1scus$ed in greater detdil in chapter flVE.«“j‘j‘_;”i ‘ﬂfV'r Ly

N

The maJorlty'of the contemporary populatlon of the town

1s Roman Cath011c"however, the flrst permanent Cathollc church

&

1m Nahant Was not bullt unt11 1872 by thCh t1me there was a’ JfﬁifkTAjf Q

s1gn1f1cant Irlsh populatlon.. ThlS church was‘torn down and [f {': 2
- T B .,-‘J; - gor o

¢ L R
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a new one constructed in its place in the.19605. The Catholic
and‘Protestant churches in town have remained fairly separate,
although there is increasing cooperation between the two reli-
"gions marked by periodical ecumenical _services.1
» The 1ocation of the three churches demonstrates early
"«and diverse settlement patterns of the local residents as a:
group,as compared to- the summer people.- The~Catholic Church
and ‘the Independent Methodlst Church were hu11t on Nahant Road

- along wh1ch the permanent re51dehts concentrated the1r homes. .l o

}
',

In contrast the summer people burlt therr homes along the
shOrefront in the East Pornt area where the1r church was 1ocated
and on the'North sfde of the pen1nsu1a to take advantage of the
ocean v1ew..- '

‘ . The dlstrlbutlon of_publlc bu11d1ngs and stores is also

;'i_ 1mportant to understand the totalolayout of the’ town.- The

center of town' has always been 1n the same general area on ‘
Nahant Road and today it consists of the post office. [Flgure 9], '

‘r

Vlllage StOre, “town, hall [Flgure 7], and 11brary [Flgure 8].a11
of whlch are located on-the same’51de of Nahant Road ;The
11brary and town hall bu11t in; 1894 and 1912 respectlvely are j'.:
both substantlal structures for ‘a2 town of Nahant s s1ze [see

Append1x B] and reflect the prOSperlty of the resort era.

'j:s.- Local stores cater1ng to the summer trade d1sappeared by
,.. / B
World War II, and today the bu51ness operatlons 1n the town con- .
i \./‘". ',; B
51st of the follow1ng four small grocery stdres, a meat market o

two restaurants, one fast food servzce a l1quor store, a barber- e

B - .
T v - . . b
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_ a‘real'estate agency, two nursing homes, and two gas stations.

:Fetown 5 1ncorporat1on c1tlzens took tUrns patrolllng the town,

'5lot across the street.

'/f1re departments were respon51b1e for the protectlon of towns-

40 ‘

. .
shop, fwo hairdressers,a laundromat, a gift shop, a pharmacy,

14

,However;-townspeople receive goods and services primarily from
the Boston and Lynn areas. The town is re51de3t1a1 con51st1ng

almost entlrely of single family dwelllngs. Exceptlons to this

,f'are an 1nn which has been converted to apartments and an apart-

f-ment complex built in 1973 on Bass Point [Flgure 26].‘r The

tffthree schools 1n Nahant were bu1lt 1n 1905 1936 and'1968 -h, lhﬁ
f,fhowever, 51nce Nahant has ‘had no hlgh school 51nce 1914 hlgh . f-:a;?

"'school students commute by bus to two h1gh schools and varaous

4 .
P I - S

,Jtrade schools in- Lynn."[ﬂ ' "fgﬂ;m”-.- A'T;]'unf‘:TZ'LJ;- ﬂn

B . A Yy
LI !

R The operatlon of such v1té1 organlzatlons as- the flre
and poilce departments must be con51dered as such departments S

demonstrate certaln aspects ‘of small town 11fe.. After the’

‘

'and over - the years the number of permanent pollcemen has 1hcreased
',to n1ne fulldt1me men‘1n 1975 The pollce department is housed

'1n an old school bulldlng Whlch was moved from the cemetery

tor

15 In the early 19005,the pollce and

peoples' houses as, we11 as the protectlon of several hundred

vacant summer fottages dur1ng the w1nter._ Local pollce had

e,

to guard th1s property agalnst vandals, and the problem of

Vacant property W111 be dlscussed 1n detall 1n the examlnatlon

:w,

of the relatlonshlp between the permanent reSedents and the
A

summer people 1n chapter f1ve., Th7 volunteer f1remen known as
o o A ) e :
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call firemen were divided into several companies td man the
various preces of apparatus. Such volunteer work shows the
recognition of and pride in doing one's civic eutyz"and.this
‘eommunitv-oriented attitude is important in e%fitiently running

i:gbr‘i -8 small town. Today the fire department is' located on ‘land

that was. taken over by ‘the United States Army in World War 1.

: In addltxon to. call f1ref1ghters,there are now n1ne full tlme

*:fflremen.-"?' Sf'

Nahant's h1story 17 marked by two maJor flres,one 1n

}1896 whlch burned 51x 1arge summer homes on East Polnt the
N .uhother in 1925 wh1ch destroyed seventy four cottages on Bass
?}V7: f?;P01nt Wlth a total 1oss of $156 350. (Nahaht AnnualJTown Report

. l.1925 52) The houses burned in the Bass Point flre were
‘mostly small f11msy summer cottagé§ whlch were SO close together

_:.that accordlng to ohe Nahanter, "You put your head out one

', wirdow and you'd have ‘it in another woman's drplng room"

"-[Tape 7:23. The house§ oW’ found on Bass. Point are st111 very" \ T-3

cloSe to one another“however, their spat1a1 dlstrlbutlon is . - -;-' .

B

an 1mprovement over the earller cottages., Moreover, the pre--., o b

'“Sent small"lot 51zes on Little’ Nahant on wh1ch there were only
Lo f o T
: »two estates in 1900 further 1nd1cate the result of lax zonlng"v';f‘_x s

.1aws as we11 as the de51r@b111ty %f seashore property.: o
The economlc and p011t1cal hlstory of Nahant 1s ea511y }T'T : Q}L L
f\etudzed through the town s annual reports wh1ch date/back to if;;iﬂiil‘

E',-'>.:18515 The town meetlng form of government fOund throughout New

fEngland contlnues to operate in 1ts trad1t10na1 form 1n Nahan}
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. who 1s elected annually -*; *";; ?ﬁ_;’ﬁ‘;,‘,f?fnfﬁ
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where the annual meeting is open to all voters (see (ould
1940; Webster 1945). The significance of this form pf govern-

ment is described by Burns and Peltason:

In the United States, this town meeting is the outY
standing example of a direct democracy where all
the voters participate directly in making the ruleﬁ

, passing new laws, levying taxes, and appropr1 ting_

‘monjy (1963[1952] 769) .
Under this system of government the reg1stered vot IS me t

once a yLar, 1n the town halI ‘on the thlrd Saturda 1n ‘A r11

iy

c1rcu~
glvenvzfjogh report 1nc1ud1ng the annual f1nanc1a1 statement..

Each voter present, at town meetlng has the rlght to speak on’.

. any bu51ness ar151ng as well as vote. THe prlmary oncern- of

t

the meetlng 1s to pass the annual budget and Nahanﬂ now has

an Adv1sory Board whlch makes recommendatlons to the voters.'

' concernlng proposed expendltures. Spec1a1 meet1ngs re. called»

durlng the year when necessary, however, the- three mer‘formlngﬂ

. 1

the town s, board of selectmen serve aSvthe executive onmitteeﬂf"

of the town meetlng,and act on behalf of the voters 1 :hétheen:

meetlngs.u The meetlngs are pre51déd oVer by the town moderator

. . N
4 o . “ Ve
. . . '

Nahanﬁﬁg populatlon 15 small enough to contlnue the tradlf

tlonal selectmen, town mee{;ng System. However,“in.i rger tOWns

‘]

(T
o



a representative town meeting. The latter form is that usually

-

»

adopted in Massachusetts (Young 1962:856). Because-of their
large populations, all the towns around Nahant have'thanged over
to the representative system in which a set numper of repreJ
sentatlves are entitled to vote.
~Civic respon51b1lity 1s promoted through the town meetlng
:system s the holdlng ‘of tOWn offlce is a p01nt of prlde among.“

s townspeople, and Nahanters remember some strenuously contested

d»}and ev1dent 1n Nahant espec1a11y 1n the flrst half of the
: twentleth century;ls debate 1n the form of speeches and argu—”
c ments sparked by controver51a1 1ssues (1962 855) 3 Townspeople

1ooked forward to town meetlng for the enterta1nment provzded

- in the hot and colorful debates. Today town meet1ng 1s no -

N 1onger the - soc1a1 event 1t was when the town was smaller although

people are stlll.eager to see who is there: and how they vote

‘-

on varlous 1ssues.\ . SR - L':\,ile ‘Jh:_i
: The preceedlng sketch of the hlstory and deVelopment of

z‘zthe permanent settlement of Nahant 15 1ntended as background v
uf 1n£ormat10n to famlllarlze the reader w1th the communlty. The'

‘maJor p01nts of geography, early hlstory, occnpatlon, ethnlc

>‘t0mposzt10n, and town government have been outlined.‘ Nahant s

a

-'development in . these areas 1s/all1ed w1th much of the rest of

nNew England however, -as an early reSDrt Nahant 15 hardly typ1-- '

cal ‘of - regional development (see Jensen 1965 Odum and Moore 1965 ;

RS R A S e

¢ L g

"feleqtlons.; A fam111ar tralt of town meetlng noted by Young, e;‘t S

-
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o The growth of the permanent populatloﬁﬁbf the town

coa was greatly in fluenced by the nd@ds of the summer colony . e
s throughoutllts h1story.

he development of ahant as an inde— 'ﬁ‘.\7
s . pendent town and as a fashlonable summer resoft are 1nterre1ated E -
RO f~j As the establlshment of the permanent populatlon has been con-"
. - N, s

K.

o

. / '. ' . I‘_
s1dered the growth of Nahant as a. resort may noﬁ{be dlscussed '

to determlne the 1mpact thls resort growth had on the total S

. K ‘,
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NOTES TO CHAPTER'II “ ¢ .« -

. /

\

1 Any hlstorlc 1nformat1on 10t spec1f1ca11y footnoted
for chapters two "anid three can .be found in Wilson: (1928), 1i. e.,
information about' churches p.38. See Appendlx A for.a chron-.
\ologlcal list of. significant. events in Nahant's hlstory as’
~'.Ian 1ndependent town and .as a ‘Summer resort. . : .

. N .. v, . . . ) . , o ,;.'“' .

Although certam rock combmat:Lons and formatlons are.’ .

"of interest, no attempt has been made to discuss the .geology” .~ -~ .
b . of the penlnsula (see Agassiz quoted in W1lson 1928 87 91 ‘ o
£ Lewis-and Newhall 18’65 74- 75) /. T A ;
= 3 There were twenty f1ve maJor shlpwrecks on Nahant between: l..,,
"1740 and 1898 (Wllson 1928:143) and two more.in.the.early 1900s.: o s
A llghthouse was built’ on Egg. Rock an ‘island:a mile north, of R :
Nahant, and first- s?one 'in 1856 ‘to warn-ships of.the- penmsula, T &
g however, in.a few instances the-light was' mistaken for other. . =
' 11ghthouses along the Massachusetts coast;’ and the"mlsledf sh1ps o
were consequently wrecked (see Snow 1946). > AR AP

. The 1mpact« of these governnent land selzures w111 be L RN .
further discussed in.chapter four. ' The mllltary $ actions:. =~ - © -
. are’ 51gn1f1cant in relatlon to. the’ development of. the cultural o e
','landscape of 'the town. _The takeover’ in World War I necessitatéd L g
the moving 'of several houses from the base property. . However, ' R ;
eventually the town was able to. ‘buy ‘back -most . of the affected ~__ "'~ :

1and on Bass-Point: ‘and East Point for public usei : Part -of the C
.'East Point lapd isvnow: used . as’ an oceanographlc research center o
. by. Northeastern Un1ver51ty DT o R

co 5 It is 1nterest1ng to note that the transactmn between L
‘Dexter ‘and Black.Will although ‘having no legal merit, is never- N
theless the basis ‘for’ the town-seal: adopted: in 1853, ‘which . '
deplcts Dexter’ buy1ng Nahant - fron the.Indian for g :.suit’ of . RS i
- clothes,” This-fact is-also pointed- out in .a, eech by Henry L . '
Cabot Lodge a. 1ong time summer re51dent fof Na ant (1904 4) IS

* v :

A In fact w1th the; f1rst division .of common land in Lyan . 0,
“in 1657, men, faCed ‘a'fine 1if they did ‘not clear their’ Nahant - ., F ;o
Jdot. of trées within six years. This ‘policy_was, reversed - in h b
1704 *when" it became évident that there was . 11tt1e shade for Ii .
. grazing anlmals Consequently, 3 'penalty for.cutting down e
. bushes or trees on’Naltant was imposed . (Lewis’ 1851 11 12) sl
‘ however, the age had already been done. o

.
N
Lt -,4_.. -

. o - . g

7 Lynn became a c1ty adoptlng a mayor counc11 government

™ . . . S . . !
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. . . . = e, - - e M oo PRI !
v ) S S . A o B o
. . B . . . ot LA [EIPRIY « o, s .
0 W' . « . . - - - . . "
" . R , \ . .o S . .
. P P ‘ " e Y '



ST P Y

46

v [}

" in 1850 and Swampscott adJ acent to Lyhn was 1ncorporated as a
separate town in 1852, Nahant had earlier petitioned in 1851

to form’ 1ts own town government but had been refused by Lynn.
. / B

Bepause 1t lacked a good harbor, Nahant did not develop
as an early. flshlng port as d1d other Massachusetts coastal .
towns ; ,

. 9 The summer busmess referred to trade supplled d1rect1y
5 or 1nd1rectly by any seasonal summer. group, including the day
" excursionists ‘and hotel clientele. as well as. those summer reSJ.-
dents who owned or, rented houses. o .

o 10 Hanng a hlStOI')’@f small lot sues* Nahant was never :
v‘_farmed on'a large’ scale. “Aside from the usual famlly vegetable 4
. gardens, by 1910 only two ‘farms were- operatmg, nelther of :
K these cover:mg more than ten acres. e b AN
: 11 Old tlmers An town contmue to refer to- thlS sectmn
"as Irlsht.own although the name no longer applles to the area.,. -

‘—-——-—
’
. ’ . . ne . . o
- |, ' 1

,-_'/ None of the three churches has ever had 1ts own.ceme- ;‘
'.te"ry.. Land for Greenlawn Cemetery [Figure’ 12], yhich is ownéd =
and operated by the town,ywas first purchased in 1856, and. th:ts
.. action was one of the. f1rst con51derat10ns of tOWn meetlng
v .followmg 1ncorp0rat10n. ST UL

o r-\.‘

-

\ ; A oL ":': B ."/'-' ’

13 In contrast to many New: I‘ngland towns, Nahant does ,
‘not ha.ve A4 "town common rusually located in the center of town. ...

© . Although/the entire penmsula had been - comnon 14nd, the land
-quickly pasSed into.private hands, and the town was bu11t ‘along.

'Nahant Road leadmg from ore end. of thé peninsula to' the other‘ K ‘

"\ Many ‘of the Toads. in "town" developed out. of early range road‘s
"'.-"'set up in; the 1706 d1v151on of land ST S

’, {-Ax - ;‘ q

R 14 Other busmesses are Tun from 1nd1v1dua1 homes. A S
: 51gn1f1cant enterprise was'a night club and restaurant bullt
'next to thé. golf course by a 'well- known baseball player:in the
early 1970s "and.which’ burned down'in 1975, ‘Theclub was set"
/" up to attract:out-of-towners to Nahant however, the club was:
4 ‘mever f1nanc1ally successful B P L

. . . .
\ R .o - . M . et
. ' o - - i P

- - - .\ .
Do 15 Mov:.ng bulldlngs on Nahant was a falrly common prac-"
aE tice,’ and -some. bulldmgs were moved moré. than once. . Some:

‘ houses _were put-on-barges. ‘and ‘floated: around the- pen:.nsula :
"to- a' new.. 51te. However, the maJorlty of the bu11d1ngs were o
moved by use’ of rollers and e1ther oxen or. horses. : ThrOugh

o B T

. T
i
o




this system a capstan was sunk into the road, and the animals ~
turned the capstan,which had a line.tied to the buxldlng set
on rollers.
: 16 The Bdss:Point fire was the only instance in which
the Boston fire boat was ca}le'd Jin to.fight a fire on Nahant,
.and it is credited with sav1ng the rest of Bass Point from
.destructlon. o . P Lo L
- Y . . . . - . ) s \
]-'7 The degree of one! 'S 1nv01vement 11'1 town government,
is-a factor affecting one's status in ‘the town; therefore, .

thlS polnt Wlll be dlscussed 1n greater deta11 1n chapter four. -




As the soc1al economlc : and lelthal hlstory of the town 1s

n

of Massachusetts encom’pessing the towns 1n Essex County from ) 3

< -

111
RESORT DEVELOPMENT OF THE PENINSULA

«

Th1s chapter dlscusses Nahant's r1se to prominence as
-a watermg place or resort and describes the 51gn1f1cant perlods

of 1ts resort development. The town has,-been-a resort aYmost

l

as 1ong as“it has been a place of permanent re51dence. _ ;No

exi’tenswe burld:mg was begun untrl after 1815 and by that

.,.. ‘.v ,,,,,

closely related to 1ts early resort base, a' fa:.rly detalled

g o

analy51s of the resort development 15 warranted Nahant s

rela.tmnshrp to other famous east coast water1ng places such
“\.

as Newport Rhode Island and Bar Harbor, Maine w111 also be

cons1dered Flnally, the excluswe resort era of the nme-"‘“

teenth century W111 bg d1scussed to show how early resorts -

.“.‘ [

relate to the rlse of seasonal mass rex:reatwn._.'~ '

Nahant f0rms part of the area known as the North Shore ’

Nahant on’ the 50uth ‘to Gloucester on the north [Flgure 1]

.ectlon was we],l

By the end\of the nmeteenth century th1s

known as a resort for Bostonlans (see Lorlng 1932) However,

the North Shore~.had a somewhat d:Lfferent functlon than other

:‘.

el:Lte resorts as many people summerrng on the Shore “oommu‘ted

0

a few days a/ week to work. 1n Boston.' Grant wrltlng ‘1nA 1896

dlscusses these early commuters._ :,1' o

s
.. "'ELD”.

. tlme the pen1nsu1a already had a reputatlon as 4 summer resort.- ~_‘ N

:.f ’_'

e bl
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- Unlike Newport, Lenox, and Bar Harbor, the North |
Shore is first of all a dormltory. The-busy men
of affairs, who spend the summer at ‘Beverly Farnms
or Manchester, go to Baston every day ‘and return

home in the early 9f—taea;ng%}'}\,~ content to sit ‘on ST
k. the ‘piazzas enjoying the breezes from the. ocean, R

. or to drive or ride (p. 33).. . . o .
/Whereas Nahant the oldest of the North Shore resorts, could

be eas11y reached by steamer from Boston, the other towns had

to wa1t for the expan51bn of the raxlway before they became

frequented for health xeasons.- The two maJor d1v1s1ons of h

reSorts Vere the 1n1and spr;ngs, or, sPas, whrfh depended on

}natural Spr1ngs w1th med1c1na1 waters, and the seas1de resorts
“ :« I DR ! -

' Wthh stressed the benef1c1a1 nature of . the'sea air. COnse-7j“ L

quently,;nvallds were attracted to Nahant 1n the 17005 by the '; V;‘,:j ;.

’C°01 temperatures and salt air, | Wr1t1ng/1n 1820 a doctor S

1
'_notes same of the 1nf1rm1t1es supposed to be a11ev1ated by C i
3

Nahant's cllmate as dyspeptlc complalnt,xcutaneous dlseases,u‘

R

and chronlc enlargement of the glands (Channlng 1) Hoﬁever,, UL Qi
the health g1V1ngfpropert1es of the waterlng places were gradu-fv”j3<;L

a11y ecllpsed by the t1me of the earlyxnlneteenth century Nlth
the 1nf1ux of the wealthy lelsure class escaplng the summer fﬁf'{'xﬁhv" -

. L ..,.»‘.' CEN P

heat of the c1t1es.. As stated by Ren1ers 1n hlS d1scusszon

of the accepted tOur of the spr1ngs of V1rg1n1a in the n1ne-“‘»f{

teenth century "the fashlonables were»merely follow1'g on 1n the _

path beaten dbwn long 51nce by the 1nva11ds" (1941 250) 3

et e Yo b e e <

Each resort had 1ts own partacular attractlons and atmos—'

2
i




resorts.-, He outlmes flve phases of resort de\relopment not1ng~ e

i
¢
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)

" phere. Wolfe notes that.'"a summez resort gains its character

both from its natural.endowment and from the people that fre-

B

quen’t‘ it, It is a soc1al creation built upon a natural base"
(1956 110) 'Thus,. e1ther the, factot of the 10cat10n or the
class of v151tors of a resort is domlnant af any given t1me'
however, 1n studylng 1nd1v1dua1 resorts the soc1a1 factor o
takes precedence over the geographlcal factor (Wolfe 1956 110-

11“1) For thls reason, the socral mteractlon reSultmg from “

the towr} s resort base 1s the focal pomt of thlS study; «1.»
‘ Even though resorts began as scenlc and health g1v1ng

23

areas they soon became places of soc1al impo(rtance, and thlS

concept tles 1n w1th Amory s theory of the progressmn of

1.'.
ety

that flI‘St artasts and wrzters come to “an’ area to enJoy the ‘
scenery;“second come clergymen and professors 1nterested -

the 51mp1e 11fe, yhlrd come the nlce mllllonalres"/ brlnglng

thelr}chlldren 1n contact w1th the smple life? fourth come the

¢ .
. ' ’

"bad mllrhonalres" who bu1ld oséentatlous cottages dress for .
dmner, and generally destroy the smple 11fe flfth trouble )
develops as the bad drlve out the good m11110nalres (1952[1948] 23)
Thls 51mp11f1ed model can be applled Wlth modlflcatlons to most

) resorts, and Nahant's relatlonshlp to @us concept Wlll become‘

ev1dent through the followmg dlscuss ion. " o L : e

B

As well as the cool temperatures Nahal%s attractrons

J

1nc1uded naturalnvrock formatlons such as: Spoutmg Horn, Swalfew s

Cave, and Pulplt Rock

: In addrt:,on to descrrpt:.ons of t-hese -

s




Three local houses two on Blg Nahant owned by the Breed and

’

took in boarders in. the early 18005. However/ suff1c1ent

"'accomodatlons for summer v151tors were lacklng

’-Perk1ns Ain 1817 Then, 1n 1821 he and Wayne Payne bought elght—d

~
-

! ! . '

spec1f1c places (e. 8y Lewis 1848), there are innumerable
nlneteenth rentury accounts of’ days spent at Nahant. ﬁQ 1835
newspaper editoria1~descrihes the'popularity of the peninsula.

_ Nalant,- 1f we -may Judge from the carridges which
daily pass over-the beach, continues to be the.
© favorite resort for pleasure and comfort...The
/. romantic and rural appearance of ‘the place: and
' .the excellence of the public houses will eontinue.
- to ‘make, th1s a-favorite- retreat. (Lynn error July
‘.16 quoted in, McIntosh 1912 -pag ) o

kRN

.fHood fam111es and the thlrd operated by Srlsbee on Bass Polnt, ,

The flrstosummer cotgﬁge on Nahant Was bu11t by Thomas Hr
N

",een acresbof land for $1 800 on.East Po1nt from the Breeds of

L Nahant 1n order to bulld a hotel (Wllson 1928 53) The Nahant

‘;Hotel bu11t on subscrlptlohs from other 1nterestedeoston1ans_

iy . an 1830 deScrlptlon.,;? ij@ﬁ{!”;;f“‘; I;u»*ja'

RO opened mn 1823 and was 1mmed1ate1y successful : It represented

O

,fflrst large bUlldlngS spec1f1cally des1gned as a hotel 1n the

o
'Boston area (Rogers 1974 17) The fac111t1es of the hotel

‘frequented by Boston merchants and thelr famllles 1s glven 1n//

A spac1ous and elegant stone edlflce has been
_erected a3’ a’ ‘Hotely near, the -extremity of the.

't;51tuatlon. This building contains 70 Chambers,.ﬁ'-"
“n”'constructed on a plan of péeculiar convenience:
-~ both for ﬁamllles and for. single, persoms. - : The.”

f’dlnlng hail 15 suff1c1ent1y 5P3C1°“5 t° accomodate ’ ,,’*i

N

”'an early example of ocean resort hotels and was one of the 55("“”

penrnsula An a‘very. qﬁmmandlng and pleasant:: d:[,;'fi' T

Lo
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1

150 persons at the table, be51des which there are
drawing rooms and pnvate parlors. Large and commo-
dious stables are appended to the Hotel; and 4 bath
house for warm and cold baths, and, floatmg baths

for ‘those who may prefer the braclng action of sea
-water, make a part of the establishment. The hotel
is ‘'surrounded by piazzas which afford a most delight-
ful prospect in every direction, and receive the-

. cool ‘and refreﬂ‘ung breezes every part of the daye
'_.(Dav1son 372)

¥

. ,Tho patrOns of he hotel consmted_\n;ostly of Boston1ans alt‘hOugh
: others 1nc1ud1ng many southerners came ‘to enJoy/the sea51de '
‘ -«_whlle benefltlng from ‘a1l the luxurles of that tlme at the ". S

'Nahant Hotel Other resorts such as Newport and Saratoga

1 - '

. ':depended on 50utherners for theu cllentele before the C1.v11

. The Nahant Hotel, which changed hands several t1mes was '
expanded 11’1 1831 32 by the bu:.ld:.ng of a’ large three story '

’addltlon, and :|.n 1859 steam heatmg was- 1nsta11ed so that the

. hotel could be used 1nto the fall However, the hotel was never N

“ f1nanc1a.11y successful and the bu11d1ng burned in the fall of
. ,,,1861 the fumlshmgs hav1ng been sold at. auct1on the prevmus
,summer (W:Llson 1928 79 80) '~ v ~~‘/- o

Shortly after the Nahant Hotel was .bullt 1n 1823 another

- 'Bostoman, Cornelms Coolldge began bwlng up shore front ' v,;} s

propert)' mth thg plan of buildlng close to s1xty summu cottages. E

".'F111ng for bankruptcy 1n 1842 Coohdge had managed to bulld

‘1-‘~—:on1y thlrteen cottages for fellow Bostonlans. These eafrly
. .‘summer cottages were mostly one and a ha],rf stories w1th the

‘ "fm's*l'. story bullt of stpne, ‘full length wmdows, and a p1azza
. . a,.'f"' e .

a'round the enf_1re cottage.,s_ .These houses all bullt-‘ on the
- ,:.._-/ - R
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eastern part of the peninsula constituted ‘the center-of: the

summer resort colony which-continued through to’ the early

1900s.° . _ .

All east coast summer Tresorts of the l8005, each with its

spec1f1c clientele, deVeloped their own soc1ally and archltec-

+

_turally defméd cottage colonles. Because of. its pervasrve
/-

s ,sot:lal 1mportance, NeWport, Rhode Island stood out’ from all
. 1 ‘
other-—watenng places as Barrett notes. "In its arrogant prme, o

1t [Newport] had a crushmg 1mportance" (1952[1941] l4] Thodgh:_‘

popular as a resort ur/he m1d 17005, Newport Was totally

transformed from seaport to" a summer resort 1n the 18005.,.'

TNs st PR
Curt1s descrlbes 't ‘tdlfference between Nahant and Newport 1n

.

m1d nmeteenth c entury

, . Nahant would not satisfy a New Yorker nor, e
T indeed, a Bostonian, whosé dreanms of sea51de summering -

Co ~ are: based -on. NeWport life. ‘The: two - places are entlrely

different. . It is not quite true. that| Ne\vport has all-
of: Nahant and 'something more. .For. ‘the repose, the .
-freedom from the fury of fashion, is: precisely what
‘endears Nahant to. its lovers, and the very- opposite
1s characterrstlc of Neiv’port (1852 n. pag )~ .

K .T‘Newport stood out from other resorts m.th 1ts unusual

array of arch1tectura1 forms-—huge man51ons and castles one BT

of Wthh As. the Vanderbu1lt fa;tuly house known as The Breakers

(see Mason car 18?5 Downmg and Scully 1952) Bu1ld1ng at

t

Nahant never approached elaborate archltectural forms however, B S

most of the estates had stables and some had greenhousas. ; ’ :: BRTR

As cottage colon1es g‘rew at all resorts, the hotels

suffered Barrett notes thls occurrence at Bar Harbor, Mame

1n the nmeteenth century

. B
R S A e IR

i

"Rodlck s [a hotel at Bar Harbor],
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’

llke the Ocean House aé: Newport, declined in grace ‘with the

. development of the cottage colony" (1952[1941]:301-302). Nahant was

_mot unlike other resorts, and although hotels continued to b

. / .
p) bullt-, the¢ later ones were not of the size or elegance of the

Nahant Hotel

: That Nahant's attractmn as .a resort contmued through-

out the 18005 1s demonstrated 1n the follow1ng representatwe o
newspaper report. SRS h L ¥
' * The be’st thlng you ‘can do on a warm® day th15 summer L AR /-,., ' :
© .1, vwhen thé thermometer stands: among the nineties’is =~ .- N L
... to.take’ your -shawl--for you will -need it-candigo - g
;‘ down to: India wharf ‘[Boston], where you will .find * - . .
2, the. steamer TAnita!' which will. carry you to Nahant,w PR
- an attractive little peninsiila, -where ‘dwell the - <. i
.ellte of Boston (The Gazette July 22, 1888 n.:pag. ) T

B Commg from the hot c1ty of Boston pe0p1e enjoyed 2 refreshmg ST EE

".~ exc'ursmn by boat to Nahant. The summer steamer serv1ce L. o

\"

between Boston and Nahant was 1h1tlated in. 1817 and R ’ B
;’ ST

: ', contmued ",' from 1818 to l1914 w1th a- c/me season hlatus 1n
1884 6Maolls Club Hlstory 1914 26) Up to ten tr1ps a day

’ were made, and the; steamers docked at the wharf near the Nahant A

House at F.ast P01nt [Dally Evenmg Transcrlpt July 24 1830 n pag )

YR

As stated by Sm:Lth "resort hotels were beglnnmg to ;prmg e fl- a

e

up along the coast and the steamboat was the comfortable way

/ .
to reach them" (1960 65) ’I’hls 1dea of comfort and convemence .:_';

was apparent as the, boat tr1p takJ.ng Just one hour was a shorter

it s e r b -
1
~

~

Y
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and statesmen summered on the peninsula. The attraction to

2 natural.beauty end the frequentin'g’of an area by intellectuals '
fits into the first and second phases of Amory’'s cancept of

. Tesort devélopment-' .Furthermore, various scholars are'reported

to have written portmns of their works in SpeclflC 'houses in ¥

" "f-Nahant It vas Thomas Appleton celebrated W
and a frequent v151tor to Nahant who ccmed For the penlnsula

the 'phrase "cold roast Boston" as he f e snobbrshness of

Boston soc1ety extended to the resor: (see Amory 1947 for a

dlscussmn of the exclus:weness of Boston socrety) Grant s

& b

‘L

thrs 1dea' "If there 1s any plea to be urged agamst the attrac-

tlveness of the North Shore 1t is that the socrety 1s 'S0 exclu-
\

; 51ve1y Bostonese" (1896 2.

Each New Eng and resort had 1ts oun partlcular form of

K

Harbor, because Z 1ts distance from ma;or centers, was d1s'

covered and. prom ted as . a resort after the ClVll War somewhat / -

"v

Bar Harbor s’ soc1ety was less exaotlng than that of other

, resorts.‘.'_.‘Of all the summer resorts that were then [nmeteenth
century] fashlonable, 1t [Bar Harbor] had perhaps the ea.slest

. end most tolerant soc1a1 11fe" (1949 168)_/& i Thrs easy soc1a1 ‘_"“I i

11fe Was caused by the 1solat10n of the area. ::_:'
B Towns whose early develoPment was marked by a reSOrt base

beneflted from the summer re51dents as they brought certaln

/'\ L
comment on the whole North Shore of Massachusetts corroboratesﬁ IR

soc1e‘ty, and. some had str:.cter standards than others. Bar ' e

later than the other maJ or Amerrcan resorts ) As noted by Hale R

[ TN

o
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o

public utilities to towns at an earlier date than the area

_""'norna'lly would have received them. -Morison dis‘cusses this

j idea in 'deecribing’ the people of wealth and taste at !}ar Harbor- .
"who bu11t b1g 'cottages‘ demanded and obtained water supply

. .and electr1c1ty, tenn:.s courts, golf courses, yachtwaces*and
_sw1mm1ng pools" (1960 49) In the same way, var;ous services .

reached Nahant at an 'early date as demonstrated in. 1885 when

the summer res:.dents obta:med i water supply (Wllson 1928 317)

i

Most resorts had a; $1ngle flgure or ‘a small number of AT Ty

~people /who 1n1t1311y promoted the development of the waterlng / ;,;':

place.'. Throughout the hlStOTY of the town, summer res1dents S N
".' were respons1ble for local 1mprovegents, and Fredenc Tudor o .

. . '

- stands out as the 1nd1v1dua1 who greatly 1mproved the appearance T 4

of the penlnsula.‘ Havmg ‘made hlS fortune through sh1ppmg . , e

1ce to the West Ind1e$ Tudor bu11t a summer house in 1825 L o

planted trees, and ma1nta1ned hlS own extenswe orchards

i . :
. 0

throughout the tmm. H1s numerous and varled accompllshments

are outlmed by Pearson. iy " R ’ ‘,_ B {

Ev1dences of hlS [’l‘udor s] benevolent act1v1ty [in

Nahant] were eVerywhere. roads that he had laid out we11 R

.-shaded: w:.th trees marshes drained, a whaxrf built, and, _ R

:Elnally,_ an amusement park ‘Maolis Gardens, one of the ;
fnst in ‘the. country. His: grounds were" regularly open ' ...’ .
" - to visitors, and in the.fall, at his:.cider-making. festl- ,
- val -all ‘the 1nhab1tants were made welcome (1933 214) :
Jr'd} .o .

Havmg praVed that trees could be grovm on Nahant - Tudor had ST

accOmpllshed the three thlngs he had Wanted to do 1n 11fe, .

A A iy e s e
-

namely, to Shlp 1ce to the Indles, to have 51x r.h:.ldren, and

P

...-,.‘_-.,. ',' o

to make trees grow on the pen1n5u1a of Nahant (wuson 1928 71) v

L3
t
L2
-




] -‘.";.; The amusement park, the Maolig ‘Gar‘densloreferred‘td ‘hy.
Pearson, was located on the north side of Nahant and op/ened' C ' ‘

in 1860. It was marked by every form of amusement of the day:

B

A 'fmu51c dancmg, fly:mg horses, target r1f1es, tra1ned bears,

,_and Indl,ran bisket makers (Foye ca. 1912 T. pag)"' The park was

_°' - fdotted wlth numerous bulldmgs mcludmg elaborate rock

- N

;,pav1ll1ons [Flgure 13] wh1ch were used fhr plcmc part1es.:-'f~14,, ;
b = LT Ty

'.Day exmrs:uonlsts uere‘attracted to Nahant by the Maolis Gardens RO

as they could reach Nahant easny ‘by steamer and then be ;lnven ";;' .

1

,iby "barge:":L2 to "the ribrth. 51de9 of the penlnsula. V151t1ng

‘-Nahant in’ the 18005 the day tr1ppers came to the resort earller ‘,',.'.‘,:‘

1

than they appeared at other resorts. As amusement parks m

other areas grew 1n popularlty, the Maohs Gardens declmed
unt11 the operatmn was ,fmally dlsmantled in 1892 R

Vv

;‘ S Durlng its resort development, Na'hant was marked by some 3f U I

pecullar attractlons._ For 1nstance the 51ght1ng of a sea '

serpent off Long Beach -in 1817 gave the towu much publlCltY. .

Consequently, v151tors flocked to the penlnsula for a chance

crE see:.ng thlS great monster._ The s1ght1ng was probably a

glmmlck dev1sed by certam 1odal hotel propnetors neve"_

e —— ean T

K

theless, severa;l respected people 51gned aff1dav1ts to the

3

: effect that they had seen the Nahant sea serpent. . The creature

contlnued to be s:ghted,,end was 1n e\udence as late as 1838

as Whelldon descrlbes.'

P U,

‘_:.

s OF ‘1ate years at Nahant everythmg *uncommon, g
" and sometimes even g, ledge of xocks, which.'- ' e
surely 1s not verxy uncOmmon here, 1s “cracked

)
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and thuSsthe credulous

“up to be” " the . Sea Serpent~
areé imposed upon--the veracity of many ‘and intelli-

.-gent and .truth- speak1ng,w1tnesses discrédited, and -

‘\an"alr of falsehood thrown over the whole story (p=: 36)

Because of the tremendous amount of pub11c1ty around this
feature some peogle v1sLt1ng the penlnsula for the flrst t1me
Were dlsapp01nted 1n not seelng ‘the sea’ serpent (see Drake -
1901 156 159) - | | ’ |

Wlth 1ts r1se as.a waterlng place and 1ts functlon of

prov1d1ng recreatlon for the suwmer re51dents from Boston, the

C town’ clalmed some early deVelopments in, recreatlon.
: sh1pp1ng merchants bullt 5e351de summer c?ttages and turned to ;u
yacht1ng in the1r lelsure tlme.. Accordlng to Mor1son, yachtlng
began 1n Massachusetts when Ben;amln C. Clark a. Boston mer--:
chant who spent h1s summers at Nahant,.boughtva p1lot schooner.
(1921 247) The flrst open yacht race 1n the state was sub-

g sequently held off Nahant .on. July 19 (1845, Morlson commentsf"”

e e e G e re nan

'on the 51gn1£1cance ‘of - thls regatta' “The fame o£ thls regatta,‘

R

the boats owned by her [Nahant's] summer re51dents, and a: huge o

P

o

new hotel [Nahant Hotel],-made Nahant the yachtlng center of

Massachusetts Bay unt1l the C1v11 War"'(1921 248) Only one'

7 .

'j,of the boats entered 1n thls race was owned by a yeat- round

Nahanter 51nce thls form of recreatlon was the doma1n of the

TR e e

lelsure class. _ : e
Nahant 1s recogn12ed for early deVelopments 1n tenn15 as_

well as yachtlng The debaté as to where the flrst tenn15

game was played 1n the Unlted States, whether at Ndhant or Staten P

Island New York has never been~satlsfacto%1ly settled
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the flrst tenn1s tournament 1n ‘the country was def1n1te1yzn
\

held at Nahant 1n August nsye (Dw1ght 1891 158)

!

/ ' o
At all New England reEorts the. summer people who owned .

or rented cottages establls ed thelr own exclus1ve ¢1ubs, and

'
-

people._ The Boston colony pe flsted throughout the day tr1pper

repem L

N

51nce much of the Po1nt s act1v1ty centered around them. Among
: 4 .

other attractlons whlch brought 1p thousands of day excur51on-:7“

\ e

=t s

s

1sts each hotel had 1ts own orchestra and bandstand W1th the

A Y

orchestras alternatlng thelr breaks 50; as not to compete w1th

v

fone ;Rothen;{ W1th the" construct1on of the M1dway, a’ type of 'ngﬁiﬂ

eymdeas anl

TN

amusement park and contlnued steambgat serv1ce to Boston, Lynn,,l

- fean .
s

and Revere, at the turn of the century Bass P01nt was an’ extremely ,,f

!
N
H
3

popular amusement spot; The attractlons con51sted of a roller—ﬁi

8

' coaster, f1y1ng horses,'shootlng galler1es, bowllng aileys, and

‘even an ostrlch farm, F1sh1ng froﬁ the rocks, band concerts, -j?‘g;;}
: Cal el " AN Loy U




'concess{on stands, andaNahant's'fam0us fish ‘dinners also pro-.
moted Bass P01nt 'S fame and’ attracted more day tr1ppers.
S : o Day tr1ppers had hegun to frequent resorts ‘which. had

once been the realm of the wealthy lelsure class. Thus Sara-* R

‘ql; toga wh1ch 1n1t1a11y galned 1ts reputatlon as a waterlng place
through 1ts Spr1ng, later became popular for 1ts raCe track _“
. bullt An 1864 (Barrett 1952[1941) 180) wh1ch attracted the gen. . :
-“; eral pub11c. Furthermore, the summer cottage colon1es often 5{ '.?' ‘

comp1a1ned that the excur51on15ts dlsrupted the tranqulllty of

S

. a resort [Barrei: 1952[1941] 249- 250) - A proposed rallroad ;;1 fL:H f;

BRI extens1on in 18 had been opposed by local res1dents who feared R

what m1ght result from the penlnsula bezng too aécessrble.. These‘;i Y

. - e e
PR T . L

SR feellngs are reported 1n a contemporary newspaper. AT
‘“They [Nahant res1dents] are" well sat1sf1ed wath the .. :3 Lo
e present -condition of. things and do not'propose. . ° Tt
T . .~ % having the ‘peninsula of .such easy access that hood-:
R “. 7 “lums .and rowdies would choose it as a.place.for summer :
. L wanderlngs (Lynn C1ty I!em December 31 1881 n pag ) '. S

vy Tos ot

" In spite: of such sentlments, the trolley ca 11ne was extended

e

:2;51“; to Nahant 1n 1906 and cOup d,w1th steamboat Serv1ce brought

' !
! - Lo
.

s

several thousand people escaplng the he at of Boston to the

penlnsula pr1mar11y on Sundays..lr A‘:_\; A

H
PR L s
. "‘ . A i
AR P .,\ . P . ot 5
L . . . o L e F. ; . .
. . . . ok
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&

f;rﬂ, Bass P01nt developed a somewhat unsavory reputatlon as ﬁ " .,y:: -
D - SO T
pollce were often called to p1ck up drunks from the exten51ve .

i

¥
crowds.. Bass Pornt also developed 1ts own cottage colony whlch : i
f

was very d1fferent from the estates of the summer colony—on East ]

i

(- _,:-
, Ya
A

latter, BassnP01nt 5 f11msy cottages were crowded 1nto a. small, ,3/_5:

B
o . [ . « "
e . . ) . . P e tee [

P01nt. In contrast to the large houses aqi estates of the '_7”2 A ;

TR 1]
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*f"} area wh1ch promoted the conflagratlon of 1925 dlscussed in

~;f' chapter two. People ownlng cottages at Bass P01nt in the - h
! / N
early 19005 came mostly from Charlestown and Dorchester towns

“re .

-on. the outsklrts of Boston, SO that ‘the soc1a1 makeup of Bass

P01nt w1th its, mlddle class was dlfferent from the upper class

. "A”\

'East P01nt soc1ety E ‘5 . . [

- '.—“ In any. g1ven summer season three groups of Summer V151tors

+

were present. The day excur51on15ts .came: “in Iarge groups but SR g
. L i

only stayed for the day, and Sunday was always the day of the . ;g} C

e E

greatest crowds.. The hotel and pr1vate 1nn c11ente1e were an’/ K

“.**g,' 1mportant economlc asset to the thn. They came for anywhere ,f AT

from a few days to several weeks, and many o% these people l” f],‘:“’,J

returned to the same hotel year after year. F1na11y the summer Qfﬁ;x,ius B

.,

?, . :“res1dents who owned or rented houses constltuted the group

S = e e

137 . éwhlch was most 1ntegrated 1n.tDWn affalrs as these people had

;d1rect contact/w1th townspeople (see Faught 1945 49) '%%}'f"'J‘~j"'5'. P
£ ‘:' Whlle Nahant developed as a. resort wrth an establlshed Ln : .

,summer colony ‘as well as excursronlsts and hotel c11ente1e, the 5¢5;‘

AT e T It VR T e

;'permanent populatlon of the town grew 1n response to the resort

‘1‘3;, . 1ndu5try In the earlx 19005, more and more people began 11v1ng f;“ g o
AREI f:on Nahant on a year round basrs, and as the penlnsula deollned fi:f: i
! v./ A L o

é’as a'resort 1t grew as 'a- year round communlty Many of the

R

.

e “'summer h0uses were&wrnterlzed for permanent OQC“PanCY Some °f g

‘f‘the fattors affectlng change from a summer resort to a perman- e i

'2 ent communlty Wlll be dlscussed 1n detall 1n chapter four.:ﬁf -
R Tl e :“\\l

Reasons for tPe dec11ne of part1cukgr resort areanare g ;4

NI . .

fy often complex.: GenFral factors suoh es“@ncreased taxes and the R




T . T ,i'T' .

o ~ ~
‘death of regular summer re51dents resultlng 1n ‘the break up . oy

'\

"of estates have been c1ted.€s factors for the decllne ofQ

. L .

‘resorts (Laswell in Barrett 1952[1941] x11) " The economlc

enV1ronment of - the country, changlng class structure, 1mproved

transportatlon, and the -rise of the recreatron 1ndustry brought

;srmllar changes to all -Tesorts beglnn1ng 1n the late 18005.

1,

:

Q.Amory 1n hls d1scu551on of: Tuxedo Park New York begun 1n 1886 -

L.

;hfto urban centers for employment
‘;developed 1nto the fourth and flfth phpses of Amory s concept ol

‘of resorts 1n Wthh the "bad" mllllonalres destroy the 51mp1e

m'llfe of a resort and in’ the process dr1ve out the "n1ce“ m11110n-:‘_*< .
alres. v i?“.'li' -:Zr {,:, 'G"” v:'-‘ ; '"f',‘..f' S Lt
- . 4 Wk

:”‘ ' The development of exclusrve resorts and the recreatlon ' T
‘_1ndustry 1n general 15 tled to the concept of the rural 1dea1 R
. o §

-”-c1ty to the 51mp1e and t1meless 11fe of thencountry (Warner 1962'1

rcommunltres\as 1mproved transportatlon fac111tated commutlng

’

as a huntlng and flshlng resort notes some common changes at’

i R e : -

summer resorts., o f‘*,n.’ “'} ' Tj;‘ o - s R
'-TNowadays, though_strll clubbable, 1t [Tuxedo ‘Park] - S
~is nothing ‘more of.1l€éss than a year- -round - communlty r?“n‘ﬁj“-,{' P
outside .0f ‘New York which, like"the. anc1ent\resort, I
of Nahant: outside: of Boston still clings.to its .-° | A _
age-~ ~0ld reputatlon but 'which, in. the final analy51s ﬂﬁ.,q A AR
" is’really one -more, on the llstiof soc1al ghost towns ..3:1?..f;.f1”
(1952[1948]:79). S, B LR

Many resortsrllke Nahant and Tuxedb Park became year round

NS ey

PN

Consequently, Nahant never)_--

s

. >

+

T

whlch 1nc1uded the-ldea of escape from the restraints of the i

v
oy

11 12) X In the nlneteenth century thrs 1dea1 ‘was ini elly
! PAEEY

o 0 e T naSE 1o e
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xhousel however the 1dea1 was also present in. m1ddle class N
hought (Warner 1962 88) The ‘lure of nature has played a’

-v1tal role both in the development of resorts and in the mass

{reCreatlonal 1ndustry as the 1dea of ‘man's at1V1st1c need to”

! * 0

return to nature has affected the recreat1onal use of land

i
¢

The development of the present day recreatlonal 1ndustry'

N ,

}s d1rect1y related to 1ncrea5ed 1e15ure. 'Theﬂsummer resorts
dlSCUSSGd 1n this’ chapter represented those le15ure act1v1t1es'

~of the past whlch were restrlcted to a smal} ellte class.‘;The
\ . \,' . . '

era of the elaborate $ummer home and estate Had ended 1n Nahant

by the end of the 19205-/however more and more’ people were

S

bu11d1ng and buylng second homes for seasonal recreatlon. Wolfe
i

dlSCuSSBS the status ettached to the ownershlp of an 1nessen-' R

t1al house. L

‘ -

'-Summer1ng at the cottage...symbollzed in’ former S,
.. - times) the 'exclusion.by- the eleat of those not" Lo s
R Afortunate engiigh- to ‘own the. "inessential. house",c e

*today it -symbolizes; in-its democratized. orm, nv_/.‘

“the sense of belonglng of. the masses (19 470)

Durlng the resort era’ of Nahant the cottage

“ 4

solely to- the Boston e11te to hav1ng a Wlder class d15tr1but10n,

]

although the Boston colony reta1ned 1t5 hold on East Polnt. The.
cottage remains as-.a’ symbol in: North Amerlca although 1t 1s no ‘""

longer as attached to spec1f1c resorts as 1t was 1n the nlne--7

oo
. V.
S

teenth century ‘f"' ;ﬁ-ﬂf‘lzf": f“ff,? ,tff,:;f"'}*

\

N It 15 1mportant to- understand Nahant's development as

[ k

ka resort from 1ts early use by plcnlckers 1n the 17005 to 1ts

e
,

growth, }n the hotel era of the 18005 and 1ater through the

P %,
LI S,

b
.

B T L P

.

anged from belong1ng o
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e cottage colony, as a fashionable resort for Boston soclety. : i
N Even though this study is coneerned mth the surimer, re51dents AR
: C “and the1r 1inpact on Nah/ant,, the day trrpper phases most ; i . ' ‘ .
) noteblly marked by the operat;lon of the Maolls (;ardens and the i r :'
‘ I_Bass‘ Point Mldway, are en‘ 1ntegra1~part of the total resort 3 s
: hfa ‘e:'ofg the pen:msula, Nahant 's general development as a.. ‘ _'_-' L ;
/ resort 1s not 4un1que \Jhen compared to smllar resorts of the ':.l"- &
”=:{-: ' 'mneteenth 'c‘entu’ry, 'how.'ever,“ each resort has 1ts‘ OWn p_ar}::.f:ﬁiar ‘ , :
stt‘régt.lons ‘due’ "to its specmflc geographu:al base and the & “ 1.
s,tfa.ta of soc1et}; that frequents it.. 'I'he resort .clotlony at ¥ ' '
‘ Na.hant'hnfl"'e'hced the town through‘socml and econoutlc 'fé‘ct‘ors L
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The Eastern Ra11road was" bu1lt between -Boston and

;Salem in 1836, and the Gloucester branch was, flnlshed in 1848

Loring 1932: 193) g e S
. o ' : o ' ‘ )h
In the nlneteentn century the term colony referred to
a 5pec1f1c social resort .estabiished by people generally.from'’
the:same social background and geogiaphical area. The term is -
sed to: dlstlngulsh between the area of the "summer re51dents~
and that of the permanent: res1dents of the ‘town. The. summer
season lasted anywhere from. Apr11 1 ‘to October 1 as many summer..
people claimed legal residence in the place of" their summer .

L home.so they paid-less.taxes. than they would have in Boston.
y. However; .June, July, and August yere the peak months at. the
‘ﬂresorts. T . : : - )

o e f ' , " . . : .y . .
- e

o In the nlneteentﬁ century 1t was popular to’ v151t severaF
Aresorts in.a season; therefore,. tour. books. for thls ‘purpose
were published’ descrlblng the fac111t1es ‘and advantages.of: -
watering’ ‘places while giving information on how all such- areas
could . be reached. For the: study of Nahant the following tour
‘books are of most interest; (Bachelder: 1873; Bragdon 1857;

1

also Tour. of New England 1830)

"

One good example of a*Ceolldge cottage datlng from 1827
remains in:its original’ state, the others have been. greatly:.
altéred. Today fifty-six houseés.in the town date from 1853
'pr earlier " (see. - 'Nahant, Massachusetts B1centenn1al ‘Brochure' .
- 1976)... Coolidge built in: 1828-29-.alsc on East Point the Vahant
House, a.hotel to- ¥ival the Nahant Hotel. - Coolldge s hotel & .
was eventually sold-as 4 private home. The . 1and for the Boston
;Church was also glven by Cool1dge. R x. _ S o

- 78" In her dlscusslon of early bulldlng in Nahant Rogers
(1974) contends that Nahant's popularlty as. d resort- decllned
) The 1mportance of bu11ders‘des1gn books to- nlneteenth
century resort architecture should be'noted. These works "
'included ‘plans and speclflcatlons for ‘all types of summe?. homes
anludlng sea51de cottages, and they had-.a pronounced 1mpact on

f bu11d1ng practices.of. the tlme (e. g i see .Bullock 1854 Downlng

1844 Woodward 1873) “wj,‘< fy: “H_: '~}3¢ S

5 s

g 4 “The.. concept of resort ‘hotels” became 1ncreas1ngly popular}}
1n the n1neteenth century (see Dorsey and Dev1ne 1964 239) SR

NOTES TO CHAPTER- 111 IR -

_..~

~The Northern Traveller and .Northern Tour w1th -the -Routes to’the . 3lfi'
- Spriangs,;Niagara, and Quebec, andfthe Coal Mlnes of Pennsylvanla,:

e T

et
Lo -

A AL AT AL M i S5 - Tt

P .
AT s s

i
§



=

.“:/ 11 :

h1d when she escaped to Nahan

. ("Drrgln of: the term 'Barge'" n. d. ) L

the1r ehlldren to’ the ,simple:life at ‘Nahant" fit Amory's .third

States was held in Newport in 1881 at which Richard D, Sears,

766

'y 8 Henry W. Longfellow apparently pdrtly wrote the poem

MHiawatha" in a house owned by the Johnson family, and the

poet John' Greerileaf Whittier wrote.extensively on Nahant.

referring to the peninsulaas “New England's Paradise"., Other
men and women who -added to the’ 1iterary and intellectual atmos-

phere of Nahant in the mid-1800s included John Lothrop Motley,

Daniel Webster, Robert Winthrop, Nathaniel P. Willis, Judge
Prescott, Lydia H. Slhourney, and Professor Agassiz (see
‘Drake 1901 148 156) .

Ve [ RN

qus W1th many of the summer re51dents,Tudor's eccentri-. B

'c1ty was-the basis £or numerous stories. In one instance -

Tudor tésted prospective carpenters by request1ng ‘that -they - -

‘shingle a shed by placing. the shingles upside down. All but 'ﬂ :d‘

‘ong-of the men refused to“comply,w1th this unusual request’
who, after shlngllng the building upside - down was then ‘told to-
shingle it' normally. He was’ f1na11y—hi?ed ‘Thdor . having made
sure’ that he had’ found a workman who would obey his. orders o
(Wllson 1928 68) [ . ‘

10 The name: Maolls tame from a reversal of the letters of

r

‘the name of the Biblical .pool: of ‘Siloam which was- 1ocated
:W1th1n the c1ty of Jerusalem (Kraedlng“1952 393)

C e

h ~.r ‘o “r

One - of these pav11110ns st111 rema1ns and is known as
the Wltch House. The. name is apparently derived ftom the fact

" that’ the pav11110n housed a Statue hav1ng an eerie ‘appearance

Which represented w1nter. Another interpretation of the name-

'statés that there:was:a cave under the pavillion in.which-a

woman ‘accused of being a witch im the 1692 Salem witch trlels
ﬁaolls Club 1914:31-32) . ﬁ

B . i

L

: r12 Carrlages in Nahant were referred toas “barges", the
homenclature having been initiated by Mrs. Frederic Tudor ca.
.1860.. 'She bought"a boat sleigh, called Cleopatra's barge, and,
had it put on-wheels to carry . ‘people from Lynn te the Maqgls
- ‘Gardens. ‘Horse drawn’ passenger carr1ages|reta1ned the -name '.
- into the'early. 19005, and the ‘barges. were’ operated by Nahanters

. ’\ [ . L
- "' .».

13 These Boston merchants Wlth thelr 1nterest in exp051ng ,

category in h1s concept of Tesort. development as "n1ce m11110n-»<
alres“ T - ‘{U R .

e .".= e
e

14 The f1rst off1c1a1/tennls champlonshdp 1n the Unlted

who summered -at Nahant ‘won the s1ng1es (see Whltmanr1931 22 23,

ERR i S

. .

N B N ' . o . f . R ., . -' .'._“~‘
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15 The Boston group at Nahant was made up primarily of

d Boston families and included as well those Boston people

10se winter residence may have been outside of Massachusetts, -

e., Washington, D. C. Other people from socially prominent .
¢hiladelphia and New York families who -summered in Nahant,

Jthough not numerous, were incorporated into the summer social
jctivities of this Boston.group at Nahant. :
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o "+ .SOCIAL CHANGE AND STATUS IN THE TOWN B o i
j'?ﬁuy' i’ o fully ﬁnderstand social interaction in Nahant in the . ‘ . i ﬁ%?;%j
n.{‘{‘f u1970$ and the: 51gn1f1cance of the. local narrat1ve traditio - N s
i_ g .. one must ‘be aware of the gradual change from a resort te i B B
::ﬂ?;~ year round communlty Wthh was completed by 1950.' Ste;nhln'j"" - ’f.
_'j;'; -h15eu551né eommunlty studles,notes that. 51m11ar soc1a1 factors g,_‘ié ;j'
,}”ﬁ.fz are at work ‘n'thereparate commun1t1es" 61960 4 5) Us1ng t .‘”t,{ilhni Ei
“fﬁIE'ﬁf*hcxpgeu‘thie chapter deals Wlthzéhe effectshef tar1oue 'vlnﬁﬂ; ;f : 2
proeesses of 50c1a1 change on’ Nahent.particularly those recog-3 'f.}i;f'ig ;
E nlzed as fundameﬁtal to soaiai chenge. 1ndustr1a1t;et10n,.urhanllf’ﬂitfﬁg ?‘
R“iﬁéf | zatlon,_and huréaudratlzateon. The comb1ned effect of these 'T-%:n,? é.-
:;i't; N three factofs is. 1mn6rtennt 1n‘understand1ng 1nteraction an y 511'13;t:v; ;":

Nahant s change from a small tOWn,to a. suburb o

o N

the town today
. W111 be con51dered as well as the'lmpllcations such change -

‘.
+

has £or stratiflcatlon and the narrat1ve trad1t1on. Th k ,, f; .:tl‘ ‘

ik
.
A R ¥ P e 14 v T i s kS
-
B

e '-'r 1 v _... ORI e
premalnder of the chapter w111 deal w1th soc1a1 status,and the - Y

factors afﬂectlng status determ1nat10n. -?.1';:-5 ;;}f'. p 8 ;3-. e |
W' 'The natlonal trend of 1ndustrie11zation had def1n1te . fé. 4

= -
L R T
R
~
2
.

za‘mpllcatlons for the development of Nahant specifzdally Wlth ca T

' respect.to access;b111ty andhlndrEased year round resldence. M.,;éﬁ'“ , ol

PET ‘-‘,‘».J '.’ o ’ 3 @ 7-‘ KN DU S L
Thus, 1nproved transportat;on“was the maJor aspect of indus- " 1~7:f’,5z W

' trlallzatlon td have a local 1mpacu : In the early 19005, most T: AL “::
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;Zrﬁ “- Jater. on.

Ehp_ fthe country-~gave 1t a b1g-push [Tape 4 2] SRRE . ‘-wf“'”

St T
59 .
:as previously noted,by 1910 Nahant was ea'sil)"ac:ces"s_ihle'{-ﬁL ; '
) > = 0 » - ’ " M '
ﬁTrave%‘from Boston was easier than‘ever-W1th a train connec- - :
tlon 1n Lynn, trolleys running ewery few mlnutes, and steamers -

runnlng every hour dur1ng the_summer. Wr1t1hg in 1932, Mason-"

notes the 1mportance of the ‘trolley in populatlon dlstrlbutlon.

The 1ntroduct10n of electric tractlon immediately. .
doubled the radius of feasible daily travel from s .
..© " urban centers and laid the basis for, the tremen-~-c . . o

' .. dous -growth in populat1on and area whlch Amer1can ‘L Gt o
'n':j‘,clt1es have w1tnessed durlng the: 1ast 40 years (p 193) oy

In the early 19005 the trollpy brought more and more excur-f---“‘;,{n{rﬂk

;'51on15ts to spend a summer s day by the Nahgnt seashore.h’g._;j. IREIR
‘i The aduent“of the automob11e meant ‘the decllne of the ;-'. o 'f?
iﬁstreet car hu;1heselas well as a change an the popular1ty of: v
{‘Nahant as a resort. Mason notes that motor competltlon d1d ;f
;fnot have muchn1mpact on the trolley bu51ness untll 1915 Bt~ ‘ﬁf: i "’%
ghthat by 1920 1t had adversely affeéted the.streetcar bu51ness';?‘ . .é
Q,(1932 7) The penlnsula was rapldly 1051ng.the 1solatlon whloh ij
f'had attracted the Boston summer re51d9nts.,~Furthermore, w1th R :E
u'the automoblle people were no longer tLedltO publlc tranSpor-;’ K ;%

tation. One Nahanter d1scusses theaaffect the‘aut0m0b11e hed.f‘;' fh;jé

f

on .the . town.;ji

fﬂpt w9u1d 5311 across fromeBoston Harbor,v' PR
-had cars...would g9 further, up.in the : R P

‘mountdins; everybody: has a’car'so theylre not confined " " . ¢
S Changed~y{ Lot

,'ﬁ':People

"lto the ‘hotels of Nahant...trylng ‘them’ all: out

v o -

The Bostdn people began to move further along the North Shore

whlch because of the auto had nOW*hecome more readllY acce$$1ble

JRNDRTNUUI P SN
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. b c . ‘ . 70 g ‘ . f‘:

[ '.{ . - _— " ¢ . g :-'
more people began frequenting formerly remote areas, the * .”
. ™" ' . P . : L Y o
resort era of large households, estates, and hotels began to . -

. fade.. CoL . e e

P ) . ’ i i ] . -

L. In the'eariy'days of the -automobilg, .only ‘summer resi-

4

dents owned prrvate motor vehrcles in, Nahant. Although local ' e

xus1nesses had trucks, very few Nahanters had/thelr own auto- C -i

i ' .
/ moblles.JZTherefore, eertazn summer'resrdents are remembered g b -

;3 for the fangy touring Cars they had in the early 19005 wh1ch""' :; 1
o nere conspleuous in: town' ,; r?@:fiEiT;:tmj; = :‘u:‘.’ﬂ ::t :”i %_- '?
‘fﬁ . Indnstrlalreet1on through the factorlee rn‘Lynn.ee mell ~: é?;;ggl ;;
l; as: thronéh 1mproved hransportatlon affected development 1n 3;3:{_=r~,": £
;; Nnhgnt. As mentloned 1n chapter'two, ‘ the turn “of the N ; ﬂ"?
twent1eth centur? Lynn led the conntrf'ln shoe manufacturlng*f:gtt ﬁ.i_%

; When the shoe 1ndustry declrned 1n the twen 'eth century, - - - 17”42
‘ General ﬁlectrlc s operatlnn made up for:th economlc loss.'f;“: ‘1 fli %

honEequently, Cumbler feels that by 1950 General Blectr1clvg;;.?fLH 8 g

. domlnated the cnty:gﬁ Lynn lﬂ theasame way the shoe factories'-'.:) 75

"'had seventy-five years preV1ously (1974 43) People were._{ é:fé”7{f:f 8
3 attracted to the'lynn area £or work ;nd to Nahant-for therrﬁf%:;if;ézﬁff
E?l%re51denee whrch due to. 1mproved tran5portat10n was easxlf acces%,z“;-hi
?3 .srble.. Although there was . a gradual dec11ne 1n the number ofj"x' '::g
'j- Boston summer people 1n Nahant who employed locel people, th1s ﬂ.ﬁ
"ane eompensated'for by employment Opportunltnes 1n'lfnn: Wrt~. 3 ?
o industr1al1zat1on’ceme 1ncreesed mobllrty thrpugh better trens;~ }
) portat1°n wh1ch‘promotedburbanlz;tidn;.&hé'seconﬁhmtjor factor. §§
:ﬂf of soc1a1 chanée:;' - 5 Ef P ) f
2 gl o g
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The national trend towards urbanization'coupled with'
industrialization had 2 major affect'on}Nahant. The Shlft
from Tural to urban 11V1ng occurred,gradually as c1t1es pro-}

V1ded more and more work; vhowever people worhlng in cities
* L 4

contlnued to malntaan the concept of a rural 1dea1 as’ d1scussed.

i

in the last chapter. ThlS 1deology comblned w1th greater

- moblllty through transportat1on brought about the. rlse of the

i metropolls 11ke Boston had never existeﬁ before anywhere 1n W

TN
.

class to move out51de the c1t1es. w?ﬁ}""-.f i ,g"zEnJ-L;f'

... ‘of new problems. Much- of its success: or. failure '
-, ,<éentered areund the attempt: by a. mass of people,

H

| Boston.; In 1850 the c1ty had a, radlus of two to three m11es

:suburb Warner detalls the development df/the sﬁburban pattern”

a

around Boston notlng that the street car enﬁbled the mlddle

e

' ..
"v' -

.The streetcar suburb brought w1th‘1t a whole set

.~ each./with but one sma}l house-and lof; 'to achieye’ el
.- what. previously ‘had® been the patteérn. of life of a "+, -
"- few rich famllles w1th two 1arge houses §nd ample
land (LQﬁ&.S) : . o

Lot - ’,~
'8 -

It 1s appareﬁt that tranSportatlon was a maJor factor in the

. -
LA Ks

growth of Nahant._ ,; ,T  f"ih1TQ:B;" . “fﬁﬁf-fé'“ff‘ﬂu.‘

D& 1900, the rlse of suburbs had taken place around

and a populatlon of 200 000 hOWever, by 1900 the‘metrogolls~ “(
had spread to a ten m11e radlus (whlch 1nc1uded Nahant)»and

had a populatlon over one m11110n [Warner 1962 153) Comment1ng
7

) on the ﬁoston area 1n 1900, Warner notes that "a mass suburhan

PR

[§ - "“5

the world" (1962 165) Nahant was obv1ously.affedted by thls:}i'j:'”

taon.trends of the Boston area.c HoWever as a penlnsula on

D G L N
P . A : . PO . ’ 3

s

e “
el
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v

the perlphery of, that urban area, the communlty remalned

somewhat 1solabed from surroundlng towns.:

K

Bureaucratlzatlon promoted fumther aspects of. soc1al

o .
A
\.

e made it more dlfflcuit for towns ) be. self suffmd;en

L)
.‘23; * 0'

state gradually to:Z over senﬁ;ées formerly supplled by the
1s process contrlbuted to a .change® in the

ﬁv“'town, In genenal,

\ small town atmosp res_ Nahant is. now 1ncorporated w1th sur -
/! B

roundrng towns fo
L. “ ;. _

v The town no long T ha5e1ts own c0urt system as . thlS functlon e
, . 8 2 L

has been takengpver by Lynn; Furthezmore, s1nce the early

19705, the stafe of Massachusetts has- assumed the distrlbutlon

’onyelfare F ds whlch had prev1ously been handled by the town\

“fw Most small wns have gradually lost the1r autonomy, and

although tqwn meetlng st111 contlnues in its trad1t10nal form
. ;o

‘-'« and servés to approprlatb annual funds State and Federal

agenc1e are now respon51b1e for much of the ma;ar f1nanc1ng
T ,s" Besrdes natlonal processes whlch affected local" change

there we;e many other féctors whlch had d more spec1£1c 1mpact

"-.\ ; B \1‘* @

[

The Federal governmenmwhas self-suff1c1ent in its m111tary

operatlons and employed few 1ocal people 1n bglldlng the m111-
T Although there wds’ 1ncreased actlgity in ‘

B
v
",

1nto the wharf theﬁArmy and Navy d1d not really dlsrupt the

|\,\, .
. . s

change in Nahant Increased State and Federal 1nte ventlon .

1t5 sewer, water, and trash d1sposa1 system .

Thﬁ m111tary's takeover of IAnd mentloned earlier had less: }:'f

both the Flrst#and Second World Wars with numerous Shlps comzng

tary 1nstalatlons., o

" i -
ffect onuﬁhe town from a soclal v1eWpo1nt than mlght be expected. o
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) i - }“ . ‘ ' .M .- '|‘ : “ ‘
'_r 11fe style of the town and relatlons bet‘iween townspeople S

and the m111tary were good . " e ; . Lo Ll
The 1nf1ux —of several h red troops durmg both wars b --;

) d1d not change the bas;Lc 50c1a1 1nteract10n of the town, how— : .
L ever the war penods are used as reference p01nts by towns- '_ °
people to demonstrate !change in Nahant as a .;resort. In dls- E

¢ : - 4
cuss:.ng soc1a1 functlons once held at Nahant, one long t:une ;

* '7___; . . - + ‘
.summer re51dent .refers to the Flrst World War as a s1gn1f1cam: o
po nf: in t1me. e s ';': . "--,'_ O
K But the- day of Teal’ partles was - all over by the - .0
. time--after the .First World War.* I'm sure. after e "

* . the First Norld War..._Nahant was no: longer fash-.-"" AR ;
R 1onab1e [Tape 8: 1] T . SR e s :‘;. o
L Be51des acceleratlng soc1a1 trends, ﬂhe war perlods changed - e T"_ ¥ ,’
- Pt ) oo . rfl
the natlonal economy The f0110w1ng exergt from a conversatlon S {
wrth a Nahanter demonstrates how econom:.c trends generally ‘ 3 ‘
affected the summer res1dents. ‘ R 4

- : A ERA

s - 'And of course " after: the War money gave ‘out, o e i
" and .people [summer ‘péople].couldn’'t afford all ;' ’ AR t
» that. (Was that the Second World War .or the: Flrst?) s el
' * It began in the First-and theén-in -the Second it was'= . | 1 ‘R
... - gone completely. And then ‘the... people came'back - ‘.- . .} 5,
R f“here to 11ve thé year round like your fam11y [Tape 13 1] i ’g
By the Second World War, Nahant was completely f1n1shed as' a ,g:

: . . 3 i oa, 5“‘
' ‘l summer resort even though a few fam111es contlnued to. summer AP I &
' on the penlnSula. e :\ e A
c . . o o
Throughout the town s hlstory 1oca1 people and summer res1-"' s é;n

dents alike have been affected by “the economlc development of ?

. s " tA
: New England In the period post 1900 the Crash of 1929 and‘ %E}
the ensu:mg Depresslon had- a pronounced effect.‘,o;n the town as. . .. . .

: : K D L S . ‘ « o

' * . . - v 13
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,well as. the ent1re country Several Federal Works Progress ' “.?..
Adm1n1strat10n pro;ects prov1ded some worL for/local people . f
‘durlng the 19305. These pro_)ects 1nc1uded laylng curbston_ R \

. and cuttlng up the txmbers from a: barge tﬁat ran. aground 'the )

b . f o o

'-\ two substant1a1 homes. One Naha\u;summer res1dent remv bers . & Ry i

many Boston1ans Te ertlng to; ‘owning, a smgle house.A
4 . e ' '
.- A lot of my rlends.. .they found it was too
- ‘expensive to have.a town house and [a second.
house]...'¢ause there was the Depression.. So&
'~ a lot of them out. to the® country to Dover and -
!~ . Medfield and Needham [towns: surrounding Boston]
'ang lived t}iere the year round [S P. January 9]
T 1966]. . . o

AmRalr il g
AT

g Tz gy ey

e v
B A

- ’ At th:.s t1me some‘ estates were broken up, and some 451‘%@ snnmer

':i.'f':,'&g:r_ *

v
-

"houSes ‘on B1g Nahant Sere offered for sale and bought by e

.
iy

o _Nahanters..“' The Depl&e551on marked the end of the Fradltlonalw

T e T \,
Erot

"Boston summer colony o . _' o / o

b

Another per:!.‘ d of nétlonal as well as local ‘s:.gnlflcance

-was that of Proh1b1t' n.. T'he elghteenth amendment rat1f1ed in,.

L aaginbisfin ot

'.1920 and not repeal nnt11 1933 proh1b1ted the manufacgure

and sale of 11qu T (Morrls 1970: 4* Wlth the/.large number S .‘

_of hot)éls ‘in Nahant wh:.ch dependeﬁ to a great extent on the _

.

R S grantmg of thelr 11quor 11censes. one would expect that Pro- L
- : 'hlbltzon would ‘have had a. dlsastrous effect on. the:.r bus:.ness.
2 ) L : ' ¢ e
L oA However, Nahant, 1solated as. a penmsula yet close to Boston : . .,("
: - . . %\ i . N s 4. e
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Harbor, was in a‘strétegic position' 'foi"’smuggli'n_g in’ Canadian . =~ P

1iquor, and 1n homes people brewed their own.- 'In spite of -
ralds ‘on. varlous prlvate enterprlses there was not much of a B -
problem in obtamlng 11quor and these e'fforts were not ovarly C '

hlndered by offlcn.als. One local re51dent explams hls know- e e

ledge of off1c1al 1nvolvement.3

.'There was a load [11quor] uh taken down at the wharf BT : .
--one night. "And the Coast Guard:.- they were in on it T T i
and the local police. And they were using ‘the pattol . 7 . &«

.. wagon to transport the liquor (oh, ‘yeah) that they. . . . .- = .
L .‘/had confiscated at .the wharf, over to the Coast Guard ™ . = ..

Station. So...of course, every time they went by the~

Police Station the...wagon would slow down and -uh L,

R

- . getting. kind  of heavy.so they'd have to take a couple-‘ ‘
.. . of sacks off in payment for police- cooperatlon and. . e 0
[chuckles] And that‘s fact too' [Tape 5 13. R g

v

2
ot L SRR

Prohlbltlon was not respons1ble for the declme of t‘le hotels,
7

rather, the‘y decllned a.s part of the general soc1a1 process e 4
. . B - :, _ oy ,:J
concernmg changes m patterns of recreatmn.___ ‘ TN e f .
The declme of Nahant as ‘a summer resort and the growt‘h /‘ . %, '
of the permanent populatlon was gradual. Summer people moved EL‘
: along the North Shore from Nahant because as one summer ‘res1dent ) , ;
) contends there were no longer many Boston c.h:leren of the same ‘ ok
N . EE :
age 1n Nahant and the varlous recreatlonal clubs were too 13 “
spread out. : : D o B : ; :
! ' o .' A [ : .
S There was too many ‘clubs here|to belong to. For SEDTI TR B é‘é .
“instance you had to belong to the Nahant Club for ~ "' - .° - 3 ° . s
. tennis. -You had to belong -to the Dory Club to . N F o
.+ . - saily We had about twenty-one star boats all : - . ":-.. v EL
L sailing in the late '20s. And you had to belong N : .
. . to the Gblf-:Ciub. And.people like that moved more e o

S _~'to the [NorthLShore whEre there were more...children
. ¢ of their childfen’ s ages, and you could do every- -
- ;\ thmg -at one club for instance [S. P. January 9, 1966] f A

1

Change was due to external factors mamfested in, speczflc ways 3 .

e - = e
et L,




in -t:own‘, and the folloumg statement reflects one 1nformant s o

- Nahant was closely t1ed to social and economlc changes 1n o .

e Nahant s development :mto a year round bommunlty was ‘
,1925 to 1930 : The town was fmlshed as 2 resor"t by World War' -
E cant economlc :Eactor.’ Wlth many long tlme su,mmer re51dents P P g

o dymg, the or1entat1 n. of the town Was chang:mg m the late

changlng atmosphere of Nahant 15 d,;c’ussed in. an 1nterv1ew '

oo

A -

s

perceptlon of gradual change in’ small towns. e SO ‘. . :
- . N . B . . ]

(Caﬂ—yoms e any - one thmg that...was a major w R o
. factor in changlng the town") o ;'

“.‘No, 1 think it was. ;ust gradual "And I fhink a g
sign of th'e' times. I think it.was the same. every-:

. where®. New ideas came. m, new. people got 1nto '
power [Tape 14 1] .

-Boston wh1ch was ‘the - center of the New England reglon.'

1nLv1tab1e, and although the change was. gradua,l the fmal

phase of the pem,nsula as‘ a summe T resort lasted from about

II 1n that local summer act1v1t1es we;e no longer orlented to.

c, ~ .

summer, people, smce the summer colony ceased to be a s1gn1f1-

19205. and w1ntenzat1on of summer_ homes _was npt fa.z‘ away " The

[ R LA P PN IO SIS B ORI it o U

.

w1th a summer res:.dent who exp1a1ns the extensn{e remod‘elmg

'

of her. 1arge summer home to a manageable s1ze after World War

v . 8 . < . .. A - '

II.. L v . { S
(What made you declde to Te= do your ho e7) K
V Oh, J.t was too b1g dear. . Well, after the War, you .

see maids were too diffitult...youw couldn't get -
"“maids. the way youused to. : And then it got more

.expensive: And also we 'sort ‘of in the back of our -~ - ... - . "

~mind thought ' that*somebody: ml&ht want to MHve dn- o 0ot
“it in the winter too *[Tape 8;2]..: B S R o

As 1t became feas:.ble to commut,; to Boston and more~ d1ff1cu1t

PR Y

:\"".':"—'Tf s+ fagny
R OO e oA

e I e e v

L
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2 . . . . . o - . . - [
‘' B Lo N : . .\ . P

to mamta1n two substantlal h,ouses

v

oT. whose famlly had summered in Vahant began to w1nterlze

' summer houses and to 11ve there all year- round/ L

As more Boston people came to settle permanently 1n Nahant

-~

‘ and they became absorbed 1nto normal town act1v1t1es.,v 'I'here

¢

was. no longer the soc1a1 dlstance b;tween themselves and towns-

people th.ch had p}romoted many of the narratlves whlch w111'- ' “

h/rpnmary ‘
soc1a1 outlet. Mmstrel shows cont:mugd 1nto the early 19005

B and are v1v1d1y remembered by some old tlmers for the local

',be dlscpssed later 1n thlS paper, especrally the personal

,summer people. . o '-_,

»latmn representatlve of suburban 11v1ng (see Dobrmer 1958 '

: Lynn was d1ff1cu1t local entertalnmenf provlded the

"

expenence stor1es related by tradeSmen who worked for the
’ A . . Ll

Many aspects of Nahant as a small town have dlsappeared

because of an 1ncrease smce World War II of a. tran51ent popu-

cf, Whyte 1957) When w1nter trav.el across the penlnsula to“‘

4“1 -

color they 1nc1uded (see Toll 1974 Wlttke 1930) Moreover,/
\

school productlons and local parades were and contmue to be

popular attractlons" The town s annual,u parade has always been

v

held on Memor1a1 Day, prevrously knowu as Decoratlon Day, whereas L

S many New England towns have thelr parade on the fourth of July

The amount of 1nd1v1dua1 J.l;volvement in- the commuruty has
!

changed over the years as the self suff1c1ent town shlfted to -

a dormltory commun1ty for sorroundang,‘cen,ters‘_. The churches ‘7

Yo

-

Hem ld

Bostonlans who themselves o

"thelr presence no longer nece551tated 'any SpeC1al recogn1t1on, ‘




+

’.«

.

B vldes d1vers1on&aﬁd a soc1a1 outlet (e g' " Bauman 1972- 'Fans.-

were -once. the focal p01nt of many so<:1al act1v1t1es however, ‘ '
church attendance has® declmed in ‘Nahant, As in. ‘a1l towns, .
a nnmber of soc:.al organ'h.atlons have come and gone as pebples'

1ﬁterest and. ent‘hus;asm develops and fades.

[N

*are.
&,

¢

el g,
LRRC IR P

-

T
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<

t Arts Counc11 -

3

S
AR KXY

e

people of 51m11ar anterests w1th a’ socxal outlet as ell as

48830 3 s

"o

o

the opportumty to work for the good of the commun ty

1'&'
R

k7

B Ly e s

Some signif:.cant aspects of smal.l town 11fe/are retamed

:

T

1n Nahant today ’

:
r
Iy
it
a

and paramgunt emong these is t}:e 1p¢ai general

a0

. store as it demonstrates the concerns ‘of. peopl/e 11ving 1n such

o
PICRY I%

TV ey

83

3 soc:.ety. Although the §tores .and the1r loca.t:l.on have changed

. v

*

over the years, the' present Nahant Vlllage Store serves._ as the

4_;:'.-.:1,7.-»- 5

ok

e

g I §
meetmg plaCe for local men ~1;o exchange news and goss:.p. LHere g -

TR
=

e

4 any news out of t,he"ordmary :|.s. ofﬁlntorest and t’he store prof-'r--;"'_‘

3

N
.‘g
)

i

wra

T

pAL

1972 1!{6 West 1962[1945} 99 102)‘,

In terms of 1nteract‘ion Nahant is not small enough for

everyone to knoiw What evaryone/else 1s dang, ,however, .Ltl is

VoS R A e
ey

small enough for oertam groups of people :|.n, town to know what

K everyone else in hat group is do:.ng Such gmups generally

depend dﬁ church a; fl ia 1on,, 1nvolvement w1th spec1f;c social ~

Organlzatzonr“'and pohtical involvenent. _

. suc( as mammen also serve to clr;ulate local news thhin the.,. b A

Cert aln md:w:.duals




S communlty.; Throughout the hlstory of the permanent populatlon

'

i by to#mspeople.-- uch dls.tlnc‘clons become' eV1dent through varmus y

"

b
town. . Y [ P SR
/ Important in understandmg 1nteract10n 1n the town 1s the I A
N el - . FUE

recognltlon of varymg soc1a1 status. Local status dlffe'ren-~ I o

. . o

tlatlon 15 contmgent on factors of soc1a1 change partlcularly ,
the gradual/change 'from a resort eommunlty to a year -rotind " w R
of ‘the town th;:/re has been @ def1n1te class structure however,
that has been compllcated by the summer\ res:rdents’, 1nvolvement
in town act1v1t1es dur1ng.a small portlon of the year. Along

w1th a dlSCUSSan of the elements used in evaluatmg one s ¢ " 4

l

-

status, cons:LderatJ.on must be glven to the :Eactors affectlng

e
R30S

“a . .
s - . oy

soc1a1 strat1f1cat1on in the town.\ .i LT L RS

I " B .~ . . v
R B st i

T
el B

T

“t

e
A

prar

Relatlve clase dlstlnctlons are not spec1f1ca11y 'VOlCEd

o ._*.;‘

\ ) Y

e

1oca11y accepted prestlge factors.g Kahl notes t‘hat "preStlge j A

~"

grows ont; of spec1f1c evaluated- actJ.Vltles" (1953 20) however, A
P SR

people do not always agreeqon the worth of varlous actnihzles.: - &
s o e R IR

= ‘ ey
Fhrthermore, soc1o economlc factors have’ trad1t1ona11y been O

. . + 1" : 4

accepted as accountmg for prestlge dlfferen\tlatmn w1th1n f,' Y 3 .
ra - A \! B l-“:, ‘" . :
commun1t1es.. Nevertheless, 1t 15 now ev1dent that factors of % ‘

1/ ¥ u.' L .
klnshlp, geography, and grOup membershlp arey also 1mportant as' " e g
dlscussed 1n YanLee Cltz - / f:_,'-',[ Lo
e f"Whlle occupat;on and W alth could and d1d contrlbute

'I'-’ygreag‘})ﬁ"to .the rank-status of .an individual," they e
“were but two of many factors;which decided a man's . R T
..'ranklng in -the whole ,commun:.ty (Warner ‘et al. 1963[1941~- {m

1959] Sﬁ).» . L ,7, LR e
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N

Nalhent di‘d not d1st1ngu1sh further brealtdowns than ‘the general

et -;A

) categones of . upper mlddle and lower classes w1th the mlddle

class as’ the largest group The upper class of the permanent ”““f‘.'
A 5 ‘_-v

,;populatlon cons1sted of local bus;nessmen whose occupatlons T \\ v

.~

as: contraetors, store ovmers, etc were marked by hard wo,rk

=t e

PSS

S,

Thelr famlhes were establls ed :.n Nahant, and they belonged
t° the "proper'“ organlzatmns..l Durlng the pengd of the 19205 B L
, and. 305 whlch marked the end of the Boston summe,r colnny, the L i Lo

Y

loca]m mlddle class cons1sted of carpenters, plumbers and

1
S
Y

'; " flshermen who, through the}r hard work but not necessarlly hlgh ‘ 8
. 'mcome. were’ nevertheless' granted‘ a. caertvalh p‘rhestlge. The lower :{ '
clvassnacons:tsted of unskllled wouers who were often unemployed : K %
SR Contmumg 1mm.1gration ofm Irleh an‘d Itallans had a pro- - ' fj
nounced effect on’gtratef:catlon im that 1t was cpntlnual,ly ' ‘ i
‘ evolving. Warner contends that approrcl.mately a generatmn‘\'va.s | ;‘3 i
N I: requlred fo’r a newly arrlved 1mm1grant“ group to establish s ":"' s
K '4 .'hlt,s_:e"llf ‘as. a m" dle" lass.populatlon f1962 66) Both the Insh R f E
| amdilteli 3 1n1t1ally settled J.n the same .aree of: town though E%
- -at dlffe' ent tlmes.‘ However, they ralsed then- status when ’ '{E‘ .
they ecqulred the f1nanc1a1 means t.o move from Irlshtown to
-“~othe.rA "eecnons of \lahant. ' ThlS «economle“ move t1es 1n w1th the . -
'-}fxndmgs 1n ankee Cltz 1n whlch t{le authors demomet‘rated that :"._‘" / ":

;_“geographmal terms are used to descrlbe a person s rrank as well

-
e
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generally ranked in the upper class. The II‘lSh and Ital1ans T

» L
.who moved out of" Ir1shtown ralsed thelr ‘status. by do:.ng 50. :

4 In deallng with the 1mportance of occupatlon in stratlfl- K
catmn, the work ethlc mus.t be taken 1nto accouﬁt 1n that I

'

- of self 1mprovement . ;A.‘S:t'rir in

,' y Other 1nst1tut10ns--men s SOCletleS, re11g10us C RATHREN B

..Domg one's JOb Well | 10 matter how memal the Job may be, 1s
. extremely 1mportant. The man who was lampllghter for: most of o h
R h1s '11fet1me, although recognlzed as bemg somewhat smple- .
- m1nded is remembered and respected for his determlnat:.on 1n .,: 'ﬁ_; ]

' domg hls JOb well. No matter what the weather Jlmmy Klllllae R |

'man 1958 50) PP T R iy RS
C o TR . _;‘,..’.,; »Iz:..‘

.

whatever a man s occupatmn, he must ~demoﬁstrate hard worlc. _' .o o

g s N
N LIRS

always d1d th rounds 11g’ht1ng the. gas lamps.‘ Coupled w1th

this 1dea of the 1mportance of the w0rk ethlc 15 the concept > , B

towards self 1mprOVement is &

1mportant 1n how a per, ‘ s’ .dged by others (V{;ldlch and Bens- Y . j{?

. . S

W

It 1s ev:.dent that occupatlon and 1ncome are not always

the erlterta on Whlch status in determmed The local 1mporr
-y

tance of klnshlp 15 demonstrated 1n that certaln famllles, the ; )
Jehnsons early on and the Wllsons more reeently, have dom1nated PR i
. e '3 ;." ’

$00

town affalrs and prov1ded ;ocal leadershlp The 51gn1f1cance . ;

of fam11y 1n determlmng o‘ne s status 15 demonstrated by Bens-- SRS PR \

man, and Rosenberg.. RETENE Tt UL P

“sogieties, ‘war societies, -priesthoddst -offer closely. ' 3 iy
-fixed status positions to the, individial. However, : - =
membershlp and status: role are most frequently. asngned T

on the bas:.s ‘of. famlly and famtly p051t10n (1963 149) e

Certam Nahant fam111es had dlstlnct p051t10ns of power and

,“_\’_
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'

.;was in charge of much of the niew constructlon along the North

< ach1evement as Thomas Roland establlshed a commerual florist"'

' several local off1ces and servmg as town moderator at s1xty-' o

.e1ght ;own meetmgs (W:.lson,l,@ 308 309) ( "Because of thlS ,

prestlge.,'. e

n Examples of two spec1f1c famllles w1.11 serve to. 1llustrate S

\ R

the athlevemem of status roles in, tae town as well as to demoﬁ-“

strate the 1mportance of famlly p051t10n 1n ascrlblng status.-

1

The W1lson famlly 15 de‘scended from J T W1lson who came to

Nahant frbm Malne m the 18605 and wh@ worked for the Tudors. )

e 1ater formed an extremely Successful bullding busmess wh1ch

.

Shore of Massachusetts. W{lson s brother ran the local palntlng"-‘-‘_lt B

K

busmess whach also contracted busmess outs1de bf Nahantw‘.

famlly was promlnent 111 town pohtlcs mth J T W1lson holdlng

>

1nvolvement he was ‘the. most powerful man 1n town at the turn \

of the twent1eth century The Wllson famlly bus1ness concen- ,'--‘. T

¥

tratlng 1n the bu11d1ng of elaborate summer houses decllned 1n R ,.."‘."_‘,.

a : B P

‘the early 19005 as there wer/e fewer requests for such spec1a1-:“”'

1zed work Today, even though the famlly busmess has long N ‘
- oy o

smce dlsappeared descendents of thls famlly are recogmzed

by local people as belonglng o an, old 'an.d 1mportantf Nahant '

fam:.ly Furthermore, the external recognltlon of the qunllty

s

Ei)

of W1Ison' 5. bu11d1ng along the North ‘Shore served to boost the

famlly ‘s prestlge.’ in - Nahant. i

,.r

5.
-4
.

Thé Roland famlly represents another example Qf Stgtus_ BENEERS

I
e .




’

R

‘the late‘l’BOOS.- He extended hls bu51ness to 1nclude green-‘-' ‘

houses\m Revere as. well “as those in Nahant ' The growth of G
. i N L4 - .7 .-.' . ; ‘:I“
- the enterprlse demonstrates ‘a typlcal rags to- rlches story}as
s S -
e con51derab1e wealth was acquired throu h the busmess [see R

.,_1 v R

Hodges 1964 4 5),.' The greenhouses brought outslde recognl- L EE

s, W

tlon to Nahant, and the Rolands rose in status and respect. S A

o However, Thomas Roland"s sons d1d not have the same 1nterest

. e in the flOrlSt busmess as thelr father, and the enterpr:.se R

,
s

T L R U
.

folded in the 19305., Although the fgmlly s past contr:butlon ' '

e | 1s locally Arecognlzed the Secohd generatlan's‘idck of 1nterest T é? :’* ;
ST in the, famlly business and its. .tdn’séquent fallure 1ower the e ;} oo
j‘( B ‘ Status'h’}.’ the R01ands.9._l ; " .' ﬁ. T ﬁ g; AN
' In ad.d:t;tlon the length of t1me a fam11y has been 1n : . 3 E"‘
) e Na ant and whether or not an 1nd1v1dual was born in town are | /' e - 5 o
_ '51gn1f1cant factors m determlmng status. The old tlmers of - “).‘.n'”“;g \
apprcx;mately twenty years ago ms:Lsted that a person who had PO : -'{5
‘ - not“ lived in Nahant all h s 11fe was. not a real "townle"‘ "(_)ln.e-: :
- . Nahanter whose famlly moved to Nahant when he was 1ess” than a (RS
v yea,,r old and who has subsequently 11ved :m town forgover seventy - '
: years was g:wen a. hard tlme by the old town1es. He reflects ’ !
. ‘ on thls argument‘ "The old tJ.mers’ Were hard - that...lf you ;
m ~ wasn't born m Nahant you htr‘ere no good"‘['l‘ape 16 1] As ‘ EX
£l portlonately fewer and fewer people have l:wed 1n town\ll thelr I R
11fe thlS debate is not as 1mportant as 1t was a. generatmn ' B '
i ".'. es:rhér.._, However, the 1onger anindn&dual-has 1:.ved.1n town ‘;‘




A Person 5 status in-- the commumty‘ is. clear]y 1nd1cated PN .

A P
. through his membershlp 1n Spec1f1c soc1a1 clubs .and| his par—: e SR
t1c1pat10n 1n church affa:l.rs.. " The hlgher the sttt]u?cf . ,\-‘ ~ B
. CE'l'taln clubs, the' more dlfflcult 1t 1s to attain membersh1p'.f , ,.w.:""; 7

K=
B
M3

T Consequently, newcomers t0’ town ane scrut1n1z°ed to. determm

-

o g how they will £1t in w1th 1ocal orgamzafemns. For example >,

. W '«

g Delaware wbman who marned a»local man in’, the 19305 wasa. ,'

A8E % . ,
L Il"w [

1nv1ted to Jom the Nahant Women s CIub onry after the clubu

2t

R ot e N A

N

e
23

A3

members dac:tded that she.‘ was: acceptable [Pield Notes .August 14,~ -

'.-"- »'

.

-l -

% o~
33

1'975] Such a process vof 1oca1 inspe;txan contmues to operate

- m,.the R (I R PE I A R i 4
'\ ; C;mmunlty part:.cipatlon is a vital factor in, d/etermin:.ng . :
,~ .:stntus." rIn evaluatlhlg‘; person s locé.l‘!"otatlIS- ItO‘mSPGOI’le mf "‘ ,
.overlook certafm adver;se eharncter tratts to ;smbe a hléh;r :;r.&
,," don status than warranted by external fattors dependmg. on an 1nd‘1 ‘.: e 3:" - ]
) ’ «v;lc}ual'b/cont’ﬁbution to town activ_itiefs’. An opt51t1er W9uldl i *
¥ B K

3 cons:Lder the actlons of a certa:l.n lopai marned woman as .'rc,:in-o~ :‘-' 8
REE

v ' E
’ " iy |

dalous however, the woman s m1sconduc 1s d:.sregarded locally

Lo, tag

iy

-

- ‘,.\,

M1s1nterpretatzon of the ways of i :
eh.av1or. q dne e:énmpla “, ".'»;‘ g

S XY
Khe & N il

tes on the Protestant\..,
N - g ~—"/ ICIE TR :
S church peWS which gave “the names of ston summer people WhD e

g ai A iR

' "'_ il sponsored the churehrm 1868.. Some:of these famly names afe -: N

o °of such baltanor ,;nvolved the name pl

1]
o e, ak ie

. SN ":.i“—u":!
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-ent ly."

"

a

B
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—-—

summer people.

i"‘ more, the summer re51dents broug}ft w1th them then' Eransfe'nred

, and professors wg!ne ascrlbed & hlgher status than n}ost locra.l“‘ o

— A

A woman who moved to towu in the early 19505 t’hdﬁgﬁfft o T
v . L -l "-‘ .4’ ::v
the name plates stood f.or curtent members of the congregatmn T A

e - ct N . L. N
'so : she had a facs1m11e plaque mademup w1th her fam11y s name. o

She d1d not reahze that the prestlge at,tached to hav:,ng d peﬁ

‘e -. . .ot G

1n .one' s nz{me could not be self 1n1tlated. o ,o‘f‘ .

.

- Certam ﬁeasonaI. odxflcatmns in local strat1f1cat1on R

e S o . Ao . R
occu'z'red throughnut the town s h1story because ‘of the~ ammal"

!ru

J.nflux of the summ ‘rgs:.dengs. Craftsme who‘Wem mdependent

T.e Bcston people o:‘:'tel‘!’l voted 1n Nahant and took

an actlve role n town/government A prlme example of thlS '_

,"-u' X " N L

who was moderator £nom the ear1y5,1~9005 ton i919. ] Tﬁe upper :

) .
. s -

class of Boston soc1ety who v151ted Naha.nt on a saasonal basﬂi

had to ;be: incorporated 1nto the 1ocal ran]\mg system._ Further~

. - »
. o~

." e

houSeholds conszstlng of ma:Lds. butlers 5 and coachmen whu:h

settled permanently 1n Nahémt furthez} mo;hflcatzons 1n the 1oca1

. R

stratlflqatlon system were n’ecgsSar)/ as soc1a1 mteractlon rwas

only on. a seasonal bas1s« ‘:,".The Bostomans who were .

no longer

. ’
ard

most.ly professlonal pebple busxnessmen bankers doctors, 1awyers,»iv:f

§
e N

0,
.




~ 7 - -

Pachs
L .
N
RN
]
3 .
. ._:_\
R
; ..
Ce
..r'.
\',u{
SR
~
P A
,‘ 1}
L /
Li 5.
o f
Y
" TN y
.. . . .t
T .o
P B N X
. . /
\ D
L RN
St

‘ \profe551ona1 people who can afford the hlgh property values.;z-
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study of the resort communlty of Falgouth M ssachusetts.the .

PR

fact that sameone is soc1alIy\\r f1nanc1a11y prom1nent dOES {5.
\\ /
not necessarlky\nean he w111 be’ adtepted by local people (1945

50). ' The Boston people s hlgh status wa cont1ngent on the1r
o v .

"part 1pat1ng 1n the betterment of Nahant'even though thelr

11

bu51nesses were 1n Boston. T - ]

. Slnce World War 11 the poﬁhiatlon of the town has doub&ed
(see Appendlx B), and a tran51ent populat1on has degeloped As’

a suburb Nahant has attracted more-wh1te‘collar workers and

In keeplng w1th the nat1ona1 trend of the breakdown of soqiil

classes,,dlstlnctlons between claSSes 1n Nahant are no’, longer

'“g clear (cf Dobrlder 1963 29 60}\' Nelson, Ramsey, and Vermer

n
K -

'~\ . . J.. .' '..X.
- discuss thls nat1ona1 development ,' - S S

j,The old categor&es of upper' ‘and " ‘lower' classes
"and the later ongés of .'upper', ‘'middle', and;'lower'
~are largely’ broken up, with a status contjnuum now
,characterlstlc of most Amer1can communit es (1960 398]

Such a status contlnuum is eV1dent in Nahant, and people 1n S

ta 3

town are not v1eWed in terms of an ubper mlddle, or- lower

s

class bq; as haV1ng a hlgher or 1ower status than certa1n other

1ndrvfduals. efvw_f ;-:.f{’}'ﬂfff_f.' é;ﬁll" - tZLJ-TL

L

Flnally,con51derat1on should be giVen to: the appearance 1n\

. the late 19605 of Boston underuorld flgures in, Nahant to; deter-'

m{ne how these 1nd1v1duals relate to local soc1al strat1f1catlon.
People\WIth\alledged Mafla conn\ft10ns are generally not recog-'
ngzed by local people as be1ng of any worth to the communlty..

but, townspeople realize the 1mportance of stay1ng 0n the1r good

e e, <. . N L. o ‘. . \
: . - s P . N JE . P .
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. -~ - , .

wetre infuriated. ovgr ‘the prefer-

* side.- Even‘so,'local peoﬁl

+ ential treatment ,Erom the town's department of Public Works

of one man involved in underworld'operations in Boston. Aside
from theit\real estafe\holding; these pebple do not partici-
pate ?t all in town affairs and do not disrupt soc1al interac-

tion in the town. They are g0551ped about, but there is a

la&k.of recognition of their status so they can only be‘classi-

.

NN
\ ﬁied\as outdaJ%s. Consequently, when the W1fe of one man pro\

-'W L mxnent 1n thg‘goston Mafla operatlon goes‘to the local grocery

L w . ;

store, ho one talks to her.'r Upon hearlng that an underworld

S

fa
»” -

durmg Proh1b1t10n,. ,one Nahanter responded "'That 's: JUst f«he..

'if place for hlm" [Tape 13 2] . zj‘j'i?{ 3;3:-{“

Although proceSses such as 1ndustr1a11zatlon urbanlza-~

-

tlon, and bureaucratlzatlon have contrlbuted to maJor soc1a1 -

changes 1n‘the town, a suburban llfe style,41th "Leep up w1th

the Jones!" mentallty has not developed. G1ven its populat1on d7

“and. area, Nahant 1s st111 a small tOWn for MaSSachusetts,Aand
. e

these factors contrlbuted to ¥ e contlnuatlon of small town
act1v1t1es and a personaluatmo phere\ The status contlnuum of

j‘ the communlty wh1ch was s1m11ar to na::oﬁal\tiinds was 1ncor-‘

1

porated An the trané ﬁ fon from summe kO permanent‘re51dence.

The 1oca1 narrat1ve tradltlon deallng wlth the summer re51dents

was’ affected by th1s change from seaSOnal £o year round res1-"

re51dents and tOWnspeople. Th1s relatlonshlp is the subJect of

the followlng chapter._ E': .'143 lﬂ LFiE

dence and was c0nt1ngent on the relat1onsh1p between the summer

(;ﬁf: f1gure had bought a house near where I1qUDr.was smuggled in —;~:“'

ot

* \\:
I
4% <
3
3.
i



>‘~51xty elght in 1853 (Deveney 1953 n. pa.g )

. ~'parlor.  Going to the. hairdresser once a week generally on'the -
.'same day. and time, local. women keep 1nformed of the latest

‘.goss1p1ntown. : Co e e

. : . s
A NOTES TO CHAPTER 1V

\ . .

1\Not all the W, P A. projects were essentlal to the, '
town as the money spent putting.,in curbstones might have been
better spent, as one Nahariter points out, in building a new
Post Office. Furthermore, men from out' of town were hired in

.at least one instance to work on these projects. Extra men

were hired in 1938 ‘to finish layihg the curbstone near the

- Boston Church where F: D. Roosgvelt's, youngest son marrled a

girlk whose famlly summere’d at Nahant

There had been nume rous- permds of,county .and state .

f1mposed rohlbltions throughout the nineteénth century Their

"~ enforcement in: Nahant is eyidenced-by many newspaper accounts

- »of raids on local-establishments - (e g Lynn News July 23,
‘1852 Lynn Reporter July 7 1869) A

: L )
By’ 1950 most avallable land in. Nahant had been bu11t on,
and in 1953 there . were one thousand. dwellmgs compa'red w1th

’ -
[N

An example of the local colpr 1ncorporated into these
shows-is the following anecdote once told’by the owner of ‘the
old v1llage store and recalled by a local resident. [Essentlal
to an appreciation of the follow1ng story is the knowldge that
opposite Forty Steps Beach is-a granite house onte owned by-
the Inches family. :This fact-was. common: ‘knowledge to-all
Nahantel‘s] "Tommy Kane who. was ‘a carpenter went down to

.. Forty Steps [beach] and sat down on -the benches: He swallov}ed
.a two foot ruler and Went and dled by Inches [1aughter]" {Tape

9:1]. R e T

6 Parades h1gh11ghted by f10ats constructed by 1oca1

3 organ1zat10ns were always part of ‘the various anniversary-

celebrations of the town.  Floats-ance. ‘apain, forried a promin-
ent part of ‘the: 1976 Memonal Day parade due to renewed J.nterest
m the’ h1story of the ‘town. and. the u. s, Blcentennlal

" The meetlng place for 1ocal wOomen, whlch parallels the™
funcnon of the Village Store- for men is the local beauty

88’ E "c
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3 quuor was transported 1n pmt 'bottles m burlap sacks.
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Mmferlzed Summer houses: At the easterly end of the penin=
’sula they are, spat\:\ally dlstant from the rest of the town.

. . \’ - L ' .ot N N . " b Lo v
o i . . . - . . N ,e ‘ < .
. . . L. . . . .

: ' ' B9

8

e Information about social status was obtained through

ihdirect questioning of numerous 1nd1v1duals concerning com--.
munity involvement and family p051t10n. Data on’ status was
revealed as townspeopge ranked individuals in reference to . -
their percept:mngf their own and other 1nd1v1c1uals"pos1tmns.
in. town.

&

.The Roland family moved dut of t'own in the early 1960s.

, 10 Rellglous aff111at10n whether Protestant or Catholic
is not considered by 1oca1 people 4% a primary factor in
determmlng status. RS . . , - N

: e - . o ~

11. Many of the Boston people settled on East Polnt and

9

12 For an 1nd1cat10n of people's otcupatlons and where

they: ILVe ‘in town' see the ‘Nahant Street. Lists (1961 1976) "
available ‘in the ‘town:hall: ‘and-which 1ist By street.name: and

" number .the: age,,occupatlon and prevmhs address of a11 reg1s—
_,tered voters.A ' R . . . e

- A
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RELATIONSHIP BBTWEEN THE SQMMER RESIDENTS L o

' AND TOWNSPEOPLE . ..

As pointed out earlier there were three basic groups of
summer people at Nahant durlng any one summer season: the

"trlppers" the hotel péople ané.fhe summer re51dend% Th1s

‘chapter l)ke the rest of the study concentrates ‘on. the relatlon-",T -

gﬁshlp 1n the early 19005 between two soc1ally and eC0n0m1C811Y

} t;d15t1nct groups. the pe0p1e who rented or erned summer houses

'and the local ¥e51dents., The Boston group*from soc1a11y pro- ,'

s . [N

Tf;mlnent fam111es had the greatest 1mpact on the tOWn s econom1c

o

'g'base and general development and was as well the most 1nte-

3 grated of the three ‘groups of seasonal v151tors *’Local reS1-‘~."

dents got to know the Boston people who returned to Nahant year
‘after year for a number of weeks, and the cont1nu1ng 1nterac-
tlon was very 1mportant to the townspeople. The soc1a1 and ‘
bu51ness contacts between townspeople and summer re51dents w111

‘.be d1scussed to determlne the 1mpact the Boston summer people o

‘had on the tomn{ Ind1v1dua1 and collectlve m1sunderstand1ngs

between the two groups w111 also be con51dered.l The organiza-'
3 tlons and clubs of the two d1st1ncc groups and the degree of

part1c1pat1on by the summer people 1n town affa1rs w111 be con- S

51dered._ Because of therr d1fferent 11fe style the summer\: -
: people- prov;ded a d1ver510n for the local people and were 1n
the pub11c eye. Townspeople gat to Lnow the personalltles of

90 SRRV t'A_. :' R
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. -f summer re51dents, -wd storles developed ou\of various forms

Cff' - 4 of 1nteract10n.‘ - , ‘ r .
J:' N - Nahant!s-primary industry in the 1800s and early 1900s
; : was the résort industrf;l .The summer people were in toﬁn'fer

b : thedir 1eisure and the townspeople depended'on‘this leisure

J & -+, " group for much of thelr 11ve11hood. 'Although there was plenty
5 e of work in the summer, the w:l.nters were slow, as. an old tJ.mer

e i 0
W - o . - ‘e Lt g e v e ' ,' B S ies 8 5
B _d.." ) .",' explalns. . - ""“-":"," ’. .e -‘_- . - L .'n . ' ,,. .<. 3 L

PR D 5 qu of your men 1n Nahant they\were gardeners
; feL e oR g states’ up Here" [East Point] so 1n the : .
(B S0 000 - winter thereiwas nothing), nothlngxat alli - A few 0
el P < 4 them hung on, I .guess. they kept-..:like James' R L
‘ ‘:and -Lodges ! théy kept“a few.. But then' that ended ]

. 2 . . n i ) . K

SRR In sp1te of the fact that var1ous repa1ns and rennovat1uns to

LI * . o

.;y:: ." summer homes were done by local people durlng the w1nter, the. "

o N 'y 'so. they Just had caretakers,-one man [Tape 15:1], '”1} ?.

]

Corosr Yoa
LT A i LS

"l T 1ndustry was pr1mar11y seasonal '2' LT .-‘ - i F
- BT f: Faught notes that w1th the smaller summer holdlngs of the ' ﬁ
& ] . R T . X
T I 19205 and'SOs local 1ebor was used less than prev1ously (1945:- :
T ) - . "\
,fﬁ : T 109) There was external competltlon for the summer business -
B ¥ in Nahant as many "of the stores ‘were operated only durlng the\ ;
f," :"”=.' summer and were run by'outs1de interests. These branch/stnres,,- =5
’ ',f ;o often had the1r-ma1n establlshment 1n Boston._ A Nahanter : ;
d ok . p:l ey p . l."n i %
o, B : '-}u dlscusses how such stores beneflted from the summer busxneSsr g ;
"f . , = 7 Wh1te and Johnson had ‘a market down on- Summer Street *3,“;
EoIRE o *+* where there's a houfe nbw--mostly meat . -:But he “had o
. <ol . a market-in ‘Boston -too: And: of course the same - ;.j-} i
LS . people.that traded with, him in Boston; traded with
A o ©., - him’ ‘when they came here in the summex.. They dld a -,
- o - whale of a busxness! [Tape L3 21 S R
fj ' Furthermore wh11e the summér colony’prospered most summero‘ i
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.;ikn Falmouthyﬁﬁassachusetts "there 1s not a Joh 1n the community

- carrying coal and sweep1ng the 51dewalk

o gardeners, and; cl anlng women. Even though everyone 1n town
.f was seaSonaD&{\affected. Faught,wr1t1ng in 19

“‘from that of.a mlnlster of. the gospel to the wolrk of a farm-

‘J51nce the’ local craftsmen and .tradesmen’ depénded on’rhe summer

'was not employedf1n the resort 1ndusnry, most local employment

'hand whose regular employment and 1ncomes are hot seasonally E{

- . ' 92

[ \ .

families brought thelr own servants, coachmen (later chauffeurs),

and sometimes gardeners. Although not part of the transferreg

L4
-

household “choremen" often; came down from Boston for the summer
to do odd jobs for summer people‘such as sha%ing down the fire,

/ ,
The necessary 4ﬁkeep of the summer houses gave work to

local/carpenters,, a1nters, plumbers, e1ectr1c1ans "caretakers,

5, notes that \
H

affected" (1945 110). " All 1ncome in Vahant was e1ther dlrectly .
or 1nd1rect1y affected on a seasonal ba51s., The'lnterdepen~ . -

.

dence between the summer and permanent populatlons r;’ev1dent.

trade, and the summer people 1n turn depended on local people Z.

s states that there was no’ change in’ tradesmen after purch351ng

'

"to ma1nta1nfand protect the1r property all year round When
"a summer house was sold the local men who worked for the pre-f'}‘y‘n

,vlous tenants were retalned by the owners.- One long tlme-

'quent}y, houses that changed hands d1d not

i . O

summer resrdent in dlscussmg thq( work done to her summer houSe

e a3k ATt AT K -

e 3 5 o
thé house.."WhoeVer I had to de. these thlngs [malntenance]... - EENE RO

were the ‘people that had aIWays done 1t"”[Tape 6 2] Conse- fg ;

Y

srupt the local ﬁ;Q'_ U

_/\~7 ...: :._} , ﬁ.ﬁ_
;

N & e 7l
ATt ey, P




summer d

Speaking bf her exoerieé:e in thé 1920s and '30s, on
re51dent found Nahant an easy place to keep house as)she could N f:?
Sy r'f‘ depend on local people to look after her property and could

. . St Lo

'f§ = ;’Ttﬁ do a11 her shopp1hg by telephone [Tape 8 2] Certaln summer N

re51dent5 were ery demandlng in thELT deF11ngs w1th t'adesmen,i

g ahowever, trade%, n could not afford to antagonlze thl 'cllents}f.

) o J . . W . . . O
L ""« no matter how d1ff1cu1t these pe0p1e wete. U . 2 ’-‘¢j7 ‘.x‘,g;; L
o R Slnce they #epended on the summer trade/ local men made o

« . imen: for property repalrs and services. One Nahanter remémbers

the Bass, P01nt sectlon.' : 1 ' €i Y
I know my grand ather told me. 2 story one txme.
c ) . He and his brother were in the...grocery business. -
v - And. yh. . ‘[names great uncle] was:kind of uh he
R o " could be uE sort of .a.wild man! ~So.he's over in - '
- N © Bass- Point one-day; ‘and there's a barrel of flour
' B come 0ff a wagon ‘from an outfrt in Lynn, and he -~ - -
.. happened to .see it. 'So -of ‘course he: went “into Mr.,j
. Brann, Gene' Brann 'S offlce apd-§aid 'I° saw a barrel , \
-of flour go 1nto your- en out’ back' 'Yeahﬁ.... ¢ -
g L . V1 you got 3 “to buy, you buy’ it from me! C, T A
Lo 3 . See? 'You di buy'lt\grom somebody over ‘in Lynn- \v:“ AN
.+ because -tley don t votg-pver: here' . [Tape 9: 1. - o . .

i

1011 ’

Obv1ou51y local men- dld not apprec1ate any out51de competlt

S P
o The greater number of help the summer/people brcmght wF%h
'fthem from/xﬁsrom\meant that»much less work for local reszdemts. ‘,;

st Lo . : . .
»./,,‘ R ) . .. _—
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.. ~ Nevertheless, townspéople did betefit from ‘the transferred VoA i

- l 4 -

'housgholr'ls_). The maids were alWays housed in the -summer house, s
but choremen, gardene;'.s, 'and coachmen cfften rented ‘rooms around
LJ town. Thi§ fact is demonstrated- 'by a Nahanter in explaining
that coac m‘g‘h cal?'e down with families from Boston: "And they'd
-[sﬁmmer-p oplel used' to get...a pl‘aée for the: coa‘qhmen to live.
People, townspeo;r)le, you know, that héd, anmen-t would
‘rent ‘them al\ya.ys"' [Tape 13 1].. Any new: house was bu11'¢ mth o
S ‘an extra ‘ToOM o\r tw° _to -be. rented Out to the summer help

R CAC dlscussum of the busmess transactlons beiween th o
"sz—xmmer peaple an\d Nahanters mil 'ldemonstrate certam aspecrs. -

‘._of the relatlonLhLF between the two d15t1nct groups._- While

| ..,Nahant was a f/a’shlé\nable resort ﬁhere was not much 1nteract1on'
betveen the summer and local people outslde of bu51ness trans-
actions as eir soc1a1 and cconomlc dlfferences precluded

i much mlxmg Faught notes the same ocqurrence . ;m Falmouth
i vln that "except. for commerc:.al.lntercourse, Telatively httle o
opportunity ar{ses for the two gToups,i ‘resuients and nonresi-

»'; : dents, ,to get ;cqualnted" (1945 2). ThlS restrlctmn to busi- .

oo

1

ness contacts 1s aptly expressed by -a 1ong tlme summer re51dent '

. , § S
", . ‘dn-the following conversatlon" /" .

P S
2 V7SS bR N ROURE

(How muchfcontact dld‘ the summer people! have: w1th
‘the towns eople’? Was there much contact?) -

. . 1 would say there vasn t.. .except for the peopleé. that

i+ worked far you, you e, they were your friends. The
EE pe0p1e thiat worked.. .your gardener or your lady who ' . . -

. ‘caime -intg care, ..look after the house when...and o

: things. [They were your’frlends. But as far ds o .

o knowmg people 1n the v111age, I would say not [Tape 6: Z]

In. Nahant in the early 19005 transactmns w1th tradeSmen )
. N . ..' i’ " '.~.: . o . o o . . .

W . . .. ‘ . ERL . B Lo

.-
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were generally carried ouwt directly by the "summe®™ home OW\'IGT‘S

!

- rather than throug’h the servants. Thereforc, over the years,

»

a Certain rapport was estabtished between the tradesmq{r and their
employers. T}'}; ibg¢reasingly Eglaxed at.m.ospherevin. the town
aiong witha de-emphasis of class dist{nctions 'whic'h was occur-
rlng gradually in the United States made it. poss1b1e for a
Nahant flsherman to 'ims:.t Henry Cabo‘é Lodge, a- promment“ ’

sunﬁner res:Lden’t of Nahant at’ lus home ;’m Washmgton D. C.

alv'o‘und the turn ‘the: century [Tape 3:1]. ol o o
In general the local tradesman waE 1ndependenr_ as he /
.was trusted by summer’ people to take, c[are of the upkeep of the
house and grounds thhout waitmg for orders. There seems to
have been a good understandlng between ftsman and cllent
which promoted ﬁratltude and loyalty between the gro and

which may heve a11ev1ated ‘some of the friction arising from

" the social distincti/ons. A '1oca1‘ plumber speaking of a parti- .

necessa?y, you kno\v no orders. of course those days are

" to check their houses even after severe winter storms. They:

»

cular summer house-in the 19405 describes the tradesman s

"
0

former 1ndependence' "17vd go down, do whatever I t?ought was —

gone, now“ “[Tape 2 1] Trustlng thelr caretaker to look after

their summer \houses, the Boston people d1d not go to Nahant

knew ?at whatevei‘ damage was incurred would be repaired auto-
matlcally.

There were, of course, certain 1nd1v1dua1 and collective

mlqsunderstandlngs betw_een the WO grOupe. An old-time Nahantér

P
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e
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expresses the degree of friction present in the town during

the first decades of the twentieth century. «
On the whole, I mean, they got along very well but
there wasa lot of fr1ct10n Maybe it's because
of the two different classes that came here and.
I don't know that I ¢an cite any but...sometimes
we felt that they wege more pr1v11edged And. . .of
reat deal--part of the tOWn.

course théy owned a
gave them services [Tape 3:1].

_And people who- lived here.

The summer res1deﬁ ts owned the ‘most\attractive shore - front yo~

perty in the town and did not want people trespass:Lng on_ A£heir

land.' Localcpeople on the other hand wanted to. ‘maintain a

- publlc right of way all along the shore of ‘the penlnsula $a
.that townspeople could enJoy the natural features of, the Tocd-
“tion. One woman remmlsces-about the .function of the Village
Improveent Society in the edrly 1900s: .

Well they used to.look through ‘the town. For one -
thing they appointed a comrnlttee of three women to
see...from the different wgnmen's clubs--the Nomen's
Club and the . Garden Club--to see that the rights of
" way were open to the seashore and not taken in by
the summer residents. Theré¢ should always be a path
even if they .owned the land...a path to go through -
""to the Spouting Hormr 2nd onto...up to James' estate
[East Point]. And a right of way should always be
open. They tried to enforce it but dldngt always
get the1r way [F. W. February 28, 1965].

v

I This rtight of way issue promoted friction between the two
groups/whose priorities did not coincide.
) ] , . -
There were numerous instances of misunderstandings and

conflict between individ{mls of the summer and winter popula-
; - PEES

tions. For instance,; in. the early 1900s a summer resident

brought a law su1t against a 1ocal flsherman for operating his

flshlng boat in the early morn:mg without a muffler [Tape 3: 1].

R
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N
) th‘ft‘he more, certain summer people did not .fully/u:)derstnnd

or appf’gciate‘ the time-consuming natire. of some of the work

in the big old summer houses. For exaniple, before safety
valves ‘u‘rere invented there was a treméndous amount of piping - ‘,f'
for the 'plumbing.systgm in each house which i'ncluded tanks iny - ) L .
,the attic, underground cisterns, and in at leas¢ one case‘ |
. underg_roﬁx{d l'aw'n,plx.xmhiné [Tape 3:2]. Thus,‘_closing s.uch‘ » '
houses i.nl the autumn anld,_énsuri‘n.g that all the water was ou't_é .

" of mhe'"fi-‘ip/;s.‘ was SAvery t'imé-c.onsuming ‘;\rogés‘s
. R o ,"’I_’he col'leyction o‘ffp'a):me'nt' was no prohle;n"as the _sup\me'i'.‘_

¥ colony was made up'df wealfhy'ﬁéqpie who' cou‘l.d‘f:ré‘f'forc‘li the -
luxury and upkéep' of a larg‘e summer home. " A woman i«hésa father
worked for J T. Wilson notes that there was né' arguing'.over‘

Price}s : 4 . ‘ ) Ve ~ ’

I fev heard any arguing over prices. I mean you .
wede never...you did the job. That was it, And S S
when the,..now if somebody wanted a...a new bathroom B oo
~or something, well, they had it. And-‘he never asked :
how much it was going to cost or anything. And .even-
tually...we got along well [Tape 13:1}.

o

ety
il

ol

Busi,nes};, transactions may not have been as blasé as, this .state-
ol . [ .
. ment implies, but there does not seem to have heen much .feeling .

that one group was t'r_y.ing to take advantage of the other as . . ‘

far as bi¥ling and payment was concerned. However, summer :

:; people who were close with their money prnvéd to be"/{o_met'hj.r‘xg

of an enigma tgq Nahanters.‘as townspeople knew .that as a ’gi'oup .. &

summe T pedple were wealthy. - One local reside'pt r'emeir)b.er's ' N

1.

For

w3

Earvees 4
B
1

transactions with a particular summer person who was known to - .

. have infierited a fortune from her father. \/\ - L
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pinsbennt
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' 'afford a.ny upkeep on t‘helr houses no matter v‘\at the pr:cea :

. ally ran smo thly Tradesmen employed.ln the sémmer houses

’ covery that one of hér sheets was used to 'wrap the corpSe of o IR

She was.-.one of the richest smgle womep in thé
. state of Massachusetts. ' And.we used to gef _a kick
 out o} it when she'd say...oh, she says '} want you | )
- to do the plumbing, I want you to fix this washbowl . _ -
-or I want yoy to put this in! But I want you to o,
be very careful of the price, because .we havén't had o
any 1ncome since Papa died’ [1aughs] [Tape 4: 1] -

Towusp'eOple dld ‘not expect the Boston res1dents to be'so care-~

t ¢
ful mth thelr- money_ as they assumed t‘tese Boston p/eople could

Q

JLocal people wouIdmot have been aware that certa,ln summer RV

' Do

people were ‘11v1ng on flxed annual 1ncomes from t/rust funds.

Bus’mess transactlons were not informal b t y' éener- N
/ / . 3
became ve.ry 'waré of the character of the peopl/e forwhom they

/
WOrked This knodege of a client s character is expla‘:.ned KX

what kind o busmess people theSr aré’ whether they 1:e under-l'
standi'ﬁg"' ape 4 1]. Along with the tradesmen who' Wei'e o
en;ployed I a _
consmous nf how summer people ran the1r ho{xses : cons,equently, A
one sx.xmmer person is- locally reme‘mber”ed for gefusmg o héve ' S

the nfalds bathroom flxed when 1} was not.,workxlng Sa)’l[\g that o "" : o
the maids could go- bathei ln “the ocean [Tap'e 17 1],.‘ Another:,\a';:‘ '_ ' ‘
summer re51dent is remembered for her ang‘e:; followlng thé dls- & s

‘a

her cook wh‘o had burned to- death whﬁ.le Slﬂgelng 3 Cthkeﬂ LTape ;.- .

f I

9 2}. - Obvmusly certam summer re51dents w,ere easmr to get

alqng with than others, ancl thelr perspnahty tralts 1nf1uenced‘ i

L I . . | L . ‘!4 L - o ‘.. ] . ;;‘"\.




‘i‘:;, . ‘the?wayithey are ‘remembered. in Nahent"today.

:u,_~ . The:social ddstinctions between the-sunmer and permanent
. A . . R
e S re51dents were apparent through thelﬁ/ﬁeparate clubs and
. . L D -

organlzatlons. The summer people” fllled their time with

1eisure act1v1t1e§1such as salllng, golf, and ‘tennis. They

.

' congregated aroundclubs whose membershlp cons1sted solely of

N,

ij:;i qgt\ other summer people of 51m11ar backgrounds and w1th 51m1lar

RV .~

1nterests, The sep}matlon between thls group and 1ocal people '

Q?? expressed by a "

\twentLeth century ' S \. "~f, ’i;:l“'a ~ﬁ.f¥”

' e§ commenflng on llfB in the early
)~ .

! - K

2 ‘ ;';vu‘-'Well the town was Very formal., I mean you.can... RPN
" “i ¥ei.] ‘meard, with a social high soclety 1iving ‘here. -f PR
:. ~, .. . Bo that we lived a different life’ entirely.. Qur . -~ - .
IR 'y .. . contacts'Were different,.our churches...you know lhﬂfztf,:ﬂ‘
”-1 L. . Was a; locai v llage church ETape 4 1] . ,.,_“, Lo

R T ~Tﬁe summer peop;e at ﬁ%ﬁant even had,therr own Protestant church ‘1¢."

f;'i-whlch was bgllt before townSpeople had establlshed thelr-church

S B e 1851 Undoubtedly, hav1ng tWO soc1ally and spatlally d1s-

'estant churches furthered the separat1on and poten—

I ', B

nderstandlng between the two grOUps 1f on y because

° -
-
R

ﬂ.”?-?; :,_:‘!.?3‘,7;

i
R X =
v

vt fit resulted 1n less contact between the Boston people and the

.:,:f;;Nahanters.- ‘It was' not unt11 1958 when the two congregatsons of.

:v,

ON
Ey

el R the Protestant thurches merged completely that the separet1on

.. - ' . v .
. K3 =

S o ;f;of the two groups flnaIly ended f.‘fl”kl,":” ;P,PvL.

e RN S The Nahant CJub tthe domain 0f - summer res1dents, was.

L 'u”‘Aw representatlve of the'50c1a1 dlstlnctlons between the Boston
- o peop%e and 1ocq1 re51dentsv The-club ma1nta1ned the tenn1s _\f .

s courtsvand golf course and had rooms Wthh were rented for the
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»

séason generally by older Boston men. .The ciubhouse was the

:site'of many lively parties which were 'attended by summer

" people ‘from all along the Morth Shore. The clientele of the

Nahant Club consisted of prominent Bostonians, and the econ-
N . . ~
omic discrepancy between Nahanters and this group was great

enough for one Nahanter to facetiously state, "There was a
. . &

,millionaire in every room [of:the Nahant-Club]" [S. P. May 16,

1965]

o

Although the*townles were. not allowed to use’ any of the 1

Te

AfaC111t1es of the Nahant Club they d1d enJoy the Saturday

g_afternoon band goncarts held on club property Whlle dlscuss1ng

these concerts a Iocal r851dent notes the acceptance ‘of the

/'.

ﬂﬁsoclal dlstlnctlons.‘*_ e ‘j‘“. \l,}

,

‘(Were townspeople ever 1nc1uded in any of the act1v1t1es
of- the Nahant Club?) .

«No a line right...we Weren't allowed to even step
- foot on the Nahant Club...They used- to have. lovely -
band concerts. We used to: be .on the, on the sidewalk.
We weren't allowed to Step foot in there, anything
going on "the ‘Nahant Club. The line was drawn when we
were kids.  And thatls all there was to it. Nobody
.. thought about 1t, Just accepted it. Nobody squawked.
"0f course as I 5ay, dur. money, our livelihood depended =
. on those people [Tape 13 17].

Any resentment felt by one group towards the other: waSngnerally

: not verballzed and w1th the passage of t1me ‘and the merglng

of the groups, 1t has been mostly forgotten. ': ' i.:.a

The 1ocal soc1a1 rellglous "and p011t1cal organizations”f"H
“were most act1ve durlng the w1nter when the townsPeople in a’

'sense had thelr vacatlon flme as the ‘town was qulet However,

these local clubs oftenatook advantage of the presence of the

C~
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summer people. Fo6r instance, the Ladies' Aid Society of the
Independent Methodist Church always held their fair in the
summer as one local woman }‘ECOU!’H’.SZ

Our Ladies'Aid fair that they used.to give would

be always a three day performance with the fair.

And we'd always hagve it at the heighth of the
season when the summer people were. hgre because they
always gave' us good checks [F. W. February 28, 1965].

' . . . N
Such indirect influence of these summer people in the early
.1900s carried over to the lives of most local .people. -

Whatrfraternizing there was between tﬁe thzgrQQPS'teok‘

Aplace at the town wharf Here the Dory Club served. as ‘the

summer re51dents' yacht club and 1oca1 boys found work maln-,~

'talnlng the boats of the summer people.

Summers of course they [boys] worked fofr the"summer

- people. Everybody, all.the...wealthy people had
boats. And a lot:of them [boys] worked for them,
There was plenty of work in the surnmer6 They knew,
they knew where to get it [Tape 13:2].

‘Most of the pleasure salllng 1n Nahant was done by Boston people

while the, local men who frequented the wharf were generally

flshermen. The sallboat races for the chlldren of the summer
résidentS»hud local people were also separate with. the summer
residents holdlng races tw1ce a week. . The.townies held their
~1nforma1 races for which local youngsters known as "wharf '
rats"_would borrow. the star bodts of~some-of the summer child-
re£.7 &a;y summer r351dents had falrly 1arge sa11boats, and
,townspeople remember a mlnlster arr1v1ng in his b1g yacht to
preach at the Boston Church A summer re51dent Tecalllng the

.I.same 1nc1dent concedes that the mlnlster came in’ hlS sallboat

Y
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s

but that it was bf'no'means a farge vacht [S. P. January 9, fﬁ\ o
1966]. Certain possessions?taken more or less for granted by
the summer people were luxuries to townspeople. There were

obvious differences between the two groups based on the per-

ception of material wealth

Although townspe0ple and summer .residents often protected

thelr own- separate 1nterests, they worked together on occasaon '
,towards a common goal

An early example of summer re51dent

- SuppoTt of the,effOTtS of townspeople to bu11d a church is .;“ R
ali‘ A:.l demonstrated in a c1rcu1ar wrltten in 1850 by tWO summer peeple.8

B ‘ E The c1rcu1ar d1scusses the 1mportance of the local people to -:." .
_"the summer re51dents 1n terms of protectlon of PTOPertY a“d e

- P recommends that other summer 0&51tors a551st townspeople. Py

and the winter storms
have blown over--are not somewhat indebted to the °
~
~ .

permanent residents for the safety and security of

their dwellings, 2/3 or 3/4 of the year, when their

owners are ‘absent. They leave their houses and : .
property in them, .as-the cold .comes on, and find .

them safe on their return [Tudor: and Curtls]

¥ It may be asked whether those who lock up their R ‘ \f
. houses and cottages-—comlng not again ‘to them 2 !
' uritil the warm season retufrns, |

The summer people rea11zed the need for a good relationshlp ‘ N
oo 0 w1th townspeople and.were w1111ng to help out local people ‘

espec1a11y 1n rellglous endeavors.

. Thé degree of fr1ct10n between the 'summer people and the RS

) local re51dents is d1ff1cu1t ro reconstruct as such- confllct *

"15 forgotten w1th tlme.‘ Concernlng the problem of a11 the

HVacant houses 1n town durlng the winter, townspeople feel

there was 11ttle tTouble w1th -vandalism except for- ch11d15h

na, , .\..




2;{;% - ;that vandal1sm on summer proper Yy was falrly petty“@lthough

- : 103

mischief. Nahant children certainly made use of the open
spacé in town when the $ummer people left, and gne Nazhanter

recollects her experience: .
The summer people, the Big Bugs, as we called ‘em

or the natives. And we were the natives. And most
of them left around Labot Day and then the town was
ours. We played in all the...yards. 1 knew every
house [Tape 13:1].

’

Ch11dren were, of course, curious about vacant property, and

\Faught contends that such cur1ou51ty accounted for many of the L

- S
e . :reports of "breaklng and enterlng" each w1nter 1n Falmouth

-

He also notes. that older Juvenlles looklng for 11quor and

.'saleable 1tems are sometxmes 1nvolVed 1n break 1ns (1945 154)

#fjé, - The Nahant Pollce Records whlch date from 1910 demonstrate~ fjf

T I

N . there are numerous reports of children s5tealing vegetahrés

and breaklng windows. Thefts from houses 1nc1uded small items.

as shown in the report of a dress, night shlrt,‘napkrn ring

, ‘ ¥y ;

and other small objects taken .from a sunmerﬂfottage_(Nahant.
e

Police Records September 28, 1910:n.pagaf 1925 police '

tor
offlcer S regort of a cottage entered and ransacked in Little
Nahant gives ev1dence of local children' s 1nvolvement 1n break-

ins: "I believe it is the work of youngsters,,aS'there~was a.

1ot of valuable property left in the house" (Nahant Police

‘ ey L 1.

Records January 17:n. pag. )
On - occa51on larger items such as furnlture were stolen
from the summer houses’ and later sold. 2 One summer res1dent.

.recalls that thlngs d1d dlsappear from her summer housé and

y . * 3 . : it T e e i g
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feels that more things were probably taken than noticed. She - L,

. I
. ’ - - Kl

contends that local .people would not think the smaller 6bjects s L

would be missed and that summer people could.afford to replace
. - - .

whatever was taken anyway [Field Notes August 8, 1975].

Obviouslyz such incidents did not promote good feelings between

the summer and year-round residents. Furthermore, there were

reports of strangers 11v1ng in SOme of 'the summer houses durlng R u

the winter monthslé and although the people‘who made them- , SR
selves at home 1n summer peoples' cottages were not usually ‘

ﬁf"' Nahanters, such 1nc1dents reflected on the local survelllance* f

of vacant property Vandallsm 1n Nahant was not a maJor con4
cern in the flrst few decades of the twentleth century cons1d~ﬁf
erlng the large number of vhcant houses and the nature of thelr
contents. Nevertheless, Such abuse of property probably ‘

. prOmoted fr1ct1on and misunderstanding between the summer

’ A -

people and the 1oca1 residents.

“In spite of mlsunderstandings between the -summer and per—
. manent populatlons, varlous Summer people were w1111ng to use'
thelr often con51derab1e\1nf1uence to help townspeople stare/. e
careers. Boys who caddled for summer re51dents had an advan- ;: o
tage in this respect 1f they showed promlse. One man now 1n i-v;*

hlS seventles expresses hl&_pTEVlOUS experlence w'th summer

re51deﬂﬁh\

. '1 (You mentioned that you caddled Yor some af he .
.. . summer people/ ‘Did many boys caddle for th .;f) Lo

Oh yeah there ‘was a lot. A lot of 'em went/ on too' ‘
because...butrthey [sumimer people] got the. JObS after-
wards...[ennumerates local boys who got jobs in thls

SETY
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way]...But they'd help you out. All you had to
do was ask. Of course, 1 didn't need anything

so I didn't ask. I dldn't bother. 1§n t want
to go to Washlngtomlanymgy [Tape 16: 2]

Do ,\ésme boys found employment with Boston firms or were helped
through college; As Faught also notes in Falmouth the social
aspirations of some young people in’ Nahant were modified and

changed due to their <gntact with the ‘summer people (1945:151),

wh11e others did not aspf&e to’ careers out!rde the town.l
):ﬂ'; = ‘;':"' Summer-re51dents"part1c1pat1on 1n town act1v1t1es varled
| fﬁ” ¥.a great deel One act1ve summer person was a member of the~
e o «;qllfesav1ng crew ‘ag well as a call fmreman. Another iristance ofi ‘
| :isummer people w1th an 1nterest ‘in the town.lnvolved the two ' 1,._’}
AHowe 51sters who dlstrlbuted flower and Vegetable seeds to |
'grammar school chlldrenuln the.spr;ngrand 1ater 1n the summer
gave out awards for the best éardén [Field Notes June 12, 1975].
The primary.inyolvement of the/summervpeople occurred at

the annual town meeting .Since many of the Summer houses were i

’

,( . open for at 1east 51x months of the year, many .Summer. people
<:were listed as legal re51dents and voted in Nahant These - . @
: Boston people had 51zeab1e tax. 1nterests in the. town and often

‘showed up at the Apr11 tOWn meet1ng to protect that 1nteresv. '

~ Furthermore, many summer resrdents held tOWn offlces, an out-~
standlng example belng Senator Fenry Cabot Lodge who was town

'moderator for many years. One/Nahanter recalls how towp meetrng T

]

. was run when Lodge was. moderator.

N

He d [H. C. Lod e] get’ up and he'd practlcally tell’
. " them what’ was wﬁ t, and that' 5 the way they voted: 1
- But youf town was 1n two factidns.AATo_the rrght was

RN =, '."~'-\f-:Ji: %
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the Boston people. And this side [laughs] was the
townspeople. And I think all your Boston people was
on the Advisory Board them days {laughs]. So things
were pretty well takeh care of [Tape 15:2}.
Since certain summer people held positions of powei in town,
they could take action’on their interest in local affairs. '
K Faught points out that in resort communities f}ictions often
develop between. resident and non-resident over highways, zoning,
and schools 51nce“non residents have .no v01ce 1n local govern~
L ment and expendltures (1945 1) However, thlS was less.of a
zproblem as many summer- people voted 1n Nahant, and the two
—'factlons SolVed thelr dlfferences at tOWn meetlng ‘ N
. On occa:non prior to town meet1ng the two ' groups d1d§’get
g,together on spec1f1c issues. For example, in the 1950s such a
10 t operatlon succeeded in a petltlon to rezone East Po1nt
the tradltional summer sect1on, into a larger residential area.
The Boston people, many of whom had by then seéttled in Nahant
' permanently, solicited well-known townspeople to support4tneir
cése, and the petition won easily [Tsie 4:1]. . There remain *
;f* ' today distinct. groups. in Nahant with partlcular/;nterests.12A
L IHowever, such 1nterest groups are now generally related to. _f"m“_~—;7;*‘fﬁ
| the development of spec1f1c locat1ons in the town rather than
- o to strlct soc1a1 dlstlnctlons-
v | Th1s chapter has outllned certaln aspects of frlctlon and '_ -;
resentment in the relatlonshlp between the Boston summer people
and the townspeople. Thls confllct is typ1ca1 of most resort ~ :j

towns in. which a temporary: forelgn element establlshes 1tself

on a .seasonal basis. N?hﬂnters Who eepended on the summer | :E

r ° 4 - [
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business welcomed the annual return of the summer people.
It is evident, however, that the resort Lndustr; geneiates
various €conomic and sociologica} problems. Emenqégézin
Nahant th relationship between the two factions also pro-
moted gratlitude on the part of the summer people and loyalty

on the part~of the residents JAs-noted in chapter four, tod%z

‘the tbwn 15 ‘much more socially diversified than it was in the

".flnal phase of the res?rt era 1n the 19205. “As the town has -~ -

'Shlfted to a year—round communlty andlhas lost itS'iselaE}on,

a group other than the Boston summer people has hecome the

.'~ﬂob3ect of 1ocal people s complalnts. Today, Nahanters resent

‘w
the dally summer influx of out-gfutowners[causing traffic

jams on the causeway and seeking recreation in Nahant where

there are no faeilities for.non-residents.

The 1mportance of the relat10nsh1p between the summer

people and the townies cited in this chapter is based on the

AN
fact that summer residents wete better,knbwn to Nahanters than

Nahanters were to summer people. This difference in ayareness

‘results from the fact that -most summe T re51dehts unless

’ 1nvolved in town affalrs, only came in contact with spec1f1c
tradesmen whereas, the lives of all Nahanters revolved: ‘aroung’
the summer bu51ness and the people who provxded that business.

. Therefore, as a socially dlstlnct'grpup set apart from the
tOWnies,tthe-summet“people were in the,public eye. Because

of thelr wealth and SOClal p051t10n many Summer people could

afford to be partlcular in the running of their’ households and
i
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eccentric in their behavior. Townspeople,through their .obser-

vation of and interattion with the summer people,were well

aware of the charactér and personalities of these people. These

. Boston people are remembered in narratives which grew out of

the relationship BW the two groups and which will be

analyzed in the following chapter. ¢
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< NOTES TO CHAPTER V

)

In reconstructing the summer resort era of Nahant one
discovers as did [Faught that although the resort industry
at Nahant was ver important, it was -not re ognlzed as such.
In other words Nd ha nters realized that the coming of the -
summer people meant work but did not recognize this work as
a spec1allzed 1ndustry (1945 127) _ ‘ ‘

< ~. u ’/

As well as outsiders,local men and boys wete employed

by the summer re51dents as: choremen.

) Part of thlS path traver51ng prlvate property on the
., ‘north side of the penlnsula remalns open to the publlc in the
,'19705.. ' : .

4 There were other comp1a1nts reglstered by varidus
summer residents about the noise of fishing boats 1i the early
morning which d}sturbed pesple's sleep (see Nahant Police
Records, May 22 and June 24, 1911).

>

5 ‘The Nahant Club formed in 1889 took ove;w¥rederic Tudor's .
property on Nahant Road. His stone summer cottage [Figure 17]
served as the central part of the clubhouse until 1936.

6 Enterprlslng young bof/’also found employment with the
summer populatioft’ as choreboys and caddies and sold wild ... ™
mushrooms which they picked around town.

n

7 The boys‘of the two groups mixed more than the girls
as the summer girls who were cared for by nyrses or governesses. °
led falrly isolated 11ves at Nahant. yf . ;o (v
‘ R t :
, The summer re51dents had already established their own
church by 1850. , . .

The summer homes were left completely furnlshed through-
out the winter. Although such .things as silver services would
be placed in bank storage, there was a good deal of valuable
material left. In certain houses /inventory was taken of al
household objects each spring and’ fall so if~even a sma
was m1551ng it would be noticed.

tem

10 One story is tol@ of a man who lived in an Bast Point
summet -house -one winter surviving by eatlng mussels he col-
lected from the beach [Tape 2: 1] . f
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1 The mention of Washington, D. C. refers to various
Boston summer people who were based in Washington either as
diplomats or politicians and illustrates the prominent summer

people in 'town. -

12 For all its acclaim asibeing a pure form of democracy
town meeting does not always live up to its reputation as
. Burns and Peltason note:
- aakhe New England town has often been pointed to as the
~one place in the United States where no political '
. 7* sses exist. In-fa&t, however, a recognized group
'<de town leaders often prov1des leadership. Politics®
L. is inevitable--even at a town meeting. This is not
to disparage the New England town but to recognize that
under conditiops of freedon and Biversity, groups will
. be formed and Teaders will emerge (1952: 769)
There has been the problem in Nahant, of the meeting of various
“factions before the actual town me{?&ﬁg to’ declde how they
would vote on particular issues.

3
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VI

LOCAL NARRATIVE TRADITION CONCERNING
THE SUMMER RESINENTS

This chapter/dlscusses and analyzes narratlves told by

.

, one group,‘the/Nhhanters, about anoarer /group, the Boston

summer people Because of thelr pronounced 1nd1v1dua11ty

an&ﬁgﬁcentrlc behav1or, specxflc summer re51dents are des-

<

i cr1bed by townspeople through personal experlence narratlves S

' and anecdotes. As rgferrgd ;o‘;n this study,_the'pg;sonallf .

experience narrétive encompasses fi?g?‘hand‘accounts of experif
ence of the narfator as well as those persdnal,expériénces of
his family group. ‘fersonal éxperiencg narratives serve to
demonstrate the relationship between the summer leisure group 1
and the townspeople who worked for this group. The s T

¥

express the townspéOple's perception of the relationship between

4 'twp distinct groups, and although contacts were primarily on

a

local people in the way they aré, and since the Boston summer

a business level, the townspeople knew a good deal about the
personal lives of the summer people. It is fair to assume that

the summer residents-had no idea they would be remembered by

pr.

colony had ended by Wurld‘Waf 1I, most gf the storigs Fold are

about pippie who have long since died.

Inltlally stories related by both- summer people ‘and towns- .

s

people about various eccentric and hard to please ‘summer rTesi-

dents will be presentéd. The functions of these stories as .

o
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told by one class about anotner‘godial class will be analyzed.

"The remalnder of tHe discussion dgi35~w1th Char11e Gallery,

.

¢

.3 local plumber and recognized storyteller. Biographical _-

information on'him is'given which wilf serve to show what

grow1ng up in a resort community 1n the early 1900s was like,

and °analy51s of his repert01re and pgrformance w111 be pre-

sented.- In the*reconstruct1on of a soc1a1 perlod of 1mpor- ﬁJ

tance to a communlty Hymes‘ d1st1nct10n between Lnow1ng tradl-i‘

2 o

tlon and present&ng*thls tradltlon becomes apparent (1975 18)4

Many . .local pe@ple are aware of ianecdotes about the old summer

re51dent5,kthey know the stor1es. Howaver, for varlous reasons,.i

only one local resident knoys hew to. perform those stories.:

0‘ Charlie Gallery, acknowIedged historian and smorytellég 1nc1ude§

-

in his repert01re 1nc1dents based on his deallngs with, the

_ summeT re51dents. . ¢ .

“@gtrate both esoteric and exoteric faetors: eeoterlc if that

only Nahanters knaow the stories and etotéric in that the Boston'

3 .
4 '
L

M - '

Narratives told by one gr$up about another group demon- , »

&

“ . N . )
.people were not aware -that, such stories were told about them.

group: . : s : s

Y

If one is concérned with the fact that only one

: -group knows this folklore, it is to that extent, .
w..gsoteric., If pone is concerned with the fact that- - )

[

this folklore is about a group and certainly not . - .

_accepted by that. group, perhaps not even known t®

that group, 1t is in that connection exoteric,. (1965 48),

In addltlon, Jansen notes three qual1t1es vhich sub]ect*a group

_to the esoteric- exoterlc factor in folklore. 1solat10n, 'pos-

v

Jansen Comments on,folkiore;material by one group ‘about-another: .

o} o
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session ?f peculiar graining o: knowledag and lastly when one

2. M

group is, perce1ved by - another as being partlcularly admlrable

or awesome (1965 {9 50)

»

as a separate»soc1al class as well as geographlcally on East

Summer r851dents WEre isolated

P01nt, they were well educated but possessed certain peculiar

) ~character tralts, and they were aEmlred and held in awe by the

:jn another summer person who Ain the 19305 was noted for buylng

Lt and subsequently tearlng down bu11d1ngs on’ Fast P01nt

Nahanters.i Even‘though Nahanters were in awe of the very

s -

dlfferent life style of the BostOn people, the local pe0p1e

'b occa51ona11y resented these Bostonlans because of thelr wealth.,

.‘,

-~

Some eccentrlc summer resmdents approach th 7tatus o£

local”characters.u Other 5ummer.people are Tec zed by hoth

N

townspeople and summer people as'Just belng demandlng and

hard to please.:

AR ,,‘;,, PRI

A Grandma Lowell and he shared the’ barn--he toTe, 1t
down, ‘too- bad, it was a-'nice .barn, ‘and put up a- o
garage.“ “And- that 'was'a kind of-a- .tempest. in d teapot
.because jhe. pqt up d giarage "that was . too small for

n".-‘ . Grandma'd - CaT=td be’ put jin'at n1ght' *And- he was . ..

.. :%ther a d1ff1 lt man so nothlng'was done (Iape 8’2]

Summer.people as well as townspeople had to contend w1th aber— .

rant personalltles among the summer colony Furthermore, theu

same- an who tore dOWn the barn 1s remembered by local people

for haV1ng washed off all the gardens and shrubbery from hlS

s

Shore front property and offerlng to do the same for the summer‘

‘jz resrdent on the promOntory fac1ng hls own [T3P8'1*2] 0bV10U51Y

such act1ons were.extreme and not representatlve of the summer
somn ST Ry ,f T~

colony as 8'Wh618"however, 1t 15 the unusual 1nc1dents Whlch
: [

‘."‘ RN

Charlotte Lowell recollects an 1nC1&ent w1th 1:aJ
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are most frequently remembered. ‘

»

Disagreements occurred between summer residents and

occasionally resulted in unusual conduct. The results of an

N

argument between two Boston men are remembered by a summer

7

t

person. .

And Mr. Bangs and Mr. James -had -a terrific alter- :
cation, I don't remember what about. But Mr. James ’

: put up a wall $0 close to Mr. Bang's [house] that he LT
. cmzxi, 't open and shut the blinds on his windows! [Tape
8: . ‘ :

‘As t;le preceedmg anecdotes demonstra.te summer people of wealth

and hlgh soc1al standmg could afford to be obstmate and

’

1mpu151=ve and were recognlzed as such by fellow summer re51dents '

e e s

and toWnspeople alll.e., T P

- . O - . '

.

i

, Storles related by townspeople are based on 1ntemct10n

.tuth the summer people through busmess rather than soc1a1

I

conta;ts. Smce the summer pe0p1e as a group 1nf1uenced the

town fift& years ago, }many people: recall the. s'torles their

" ,fathexls to1ld apropos - their experiences working for the summer

group. . A local man 'recalls-ah indidént his gfandfather related

-
v

which ' took place in the late 18005 when he was 1n charge of

'Fredenc Tudor s sallboat Durlng the resort era of Nahant it

‘.was common for promment outs:Lders to v151t summer res1dents.

1

So in one -occanon he [boatman ‘Was uh at the wharf -
~and Frederlc Tudor's dalighter, game down with a...’ .. ...
Ru551an ‘Count-1 believe-i't wds. 'And uh she' said . 2T
We'd Tike . to go . for a-sail’, And. he said -'Well; 11:’
"breezing up! He said "I thmk we're. going ‘to, “have -a
‘ squall and I woildn't adv1se we ‘goout now' He said
.., ~ 'Perhaps ‘tomorrow: mo;nmg ‘[clears throat]. ‘And the
-.ul"Russian’ Count said uh” 'I don”t think that the American’
. sailors.aTe as brave ds. they'are in-Rusgial'’ flaughs] ..
and he [boatman] sa1d uh 'Well I'll tell ya‘ he’ says. .-

N . ke -
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'1 Cap stay afloat as long as you can. And I'l1 N ;
take you. Alone!’' [laughs]. So I guess he [count]
decided not to [laughs] [Tape 3:1]. , .

Nahanters would not sacrifice their pride under any circum-

. Stances, and this story is related to the tradition of blason

populaire as it serves to demonstrate the competence and self-

assurance. of the local man in comparison to a socially promin-

ent outsider. o .

.. It was Tudor who had ordered the carpenfer to shingle a

shed upsidé down [sée p. 6617. His boatman experienced Tudor's

eccentr1c1ty ina S:Lmllar manner as the grandson of the local

."-‘ . ) “
ol . .man relates., - P T
K \ . My randfather He'd- tell a story that: Tudor wanted '
.- my grandfather .to plart a tree ups:.de down.. He [grand~’ .
father] said 'It will never grow' ''Well, you know that,

- I don't. So go ahead and plant it up51de down'...It
-was a chiaracteristic of his [Tudor 's] nature, plantmg

the tree upside down [S. P. May 16, 1965]. N ,
Tudor was testing the man to determme if- hé would obey his ‘
orders; however, such stories demdnstrate personalmty types

which would readily provide subject matter for narratives. - y

Nahanters did not relate to the summer residents as the

-

important men of business or the women of social importance they

o
A T Ly

3% e
NS
P

were 'in Boston, but rather as a leisure claés ‘exhibiting very

The summer people did not part1cular1y

b ety

I O S P TP

humah characteris tics.

Gn Ty
S

as they were in a d1f-A

1R
Ees

care” what .1ocal'peopl'e thouglit of th'e,m

remes
e

e,
&

ferent soc1a1 class .Local people saw 1nd1v1dual summer people :

when they mere angry and swearing and in various Stages of ine- '

- briation: One Nahanter who caddied for the summer residents oh
the g"ol'f course’ f'ée'ls .that the dnly reason @:He'men played. gplf .

- o E . .
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was to vent their frustration

I think the only reason they [summer people] all

played golf was so they could get it out of their
system. They used to swear like troopers! (Oh, really)
Yeah, and I suppose after golf game was over they were.
you know. - -just didn't swear, that's all [Tape 15:1].

Through such observation Nahanters got to know the true char-
acter of the prominent Boston people who summered in the town.

Memorates are‘ sometimes related to prove that the summer

L%

people, although in a different social class, yere no better
than local people. The ,followmg story was learned by a
Nahanter from her father and concerns 2. fledgllng dlplomat who

was a. guest at a party glven by Senator Lodge s - daughter 'arOund \

: -the turn of the century. “ o T o o
I came in one day readlng the paper and 1 sa1d
- something about soméone, somebody who had just been -.
made ambassador to...from England to the United States.
This was a longQ time ago. And my father, filling his
pipe as usual, he says 'l wonder if he remembers the .
day he'sat on the flypaper' And I said 'I'm talking
about so-and-so' He says 'So am I’ I says 'What do
you know about ‘himd' He says "I'll tell you.'
odge' he said...in those days...Constancé, was
that her name?, the daughter, used to have a lot of -
parties, entertaining, They were having a big party .
this day and this fellow, he was just an S. §. E. [7] ‘
.I guess at that time, was the guest of honor. And it
was a hot day and those days [laughs] they used to have
flypaper over thg hamper where they put the napkins.
right out the window. -And he went around back of the
piazza where it was-nice and cool and sat! He didn't
realize what...and then he walked back, and here he is
going through all the, company. with the flypaper on hls
rear end! [laughs] [Tape 14:17.

In relatlng this "I knew him when" story, the narrator br1ngs
‘the dlplomat dotm to a common human lpevel and demonstrates

that there lS 11tt1e difference between local people and soc1ally
Apromment summer v151tors.. Moreover, thls story is hlghly exo-

s
t
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teric as the diplomat involved uixdoubtedly had no idea that
what was an embarrassing moment for him as a young man would .
be remembered by local people.

Narratives told about the summer residents by Nahanters

‘

have several finctions which although not verbalized by towns-
people, are important ‘in understanaing the relationship between
the two groups. _They serve as entertamment but they had

more meanlng in the past when listeners were familiar w\%th

"the persona11t1es 1nv01Ved As already noted such s.torles
portray1ng summer r651dents in. a human llght served to equate

the two dlstmct soclal classes.‘ /Even though townspeOple could.

not 1nteract soc1ally Wwith thls group, they could equate them- e

selves with the Summer people in narratlve form. Furthermore,

in reference to the employer employee realtionship, these narra-

~tives served as a release from tension in®urred through working

"with demanding 'people 'so that the business relationship could

run sfnoothly In an era when the economic base of the town

. was t1ed to the annual return of the summer residents,; trades-

“man-client friction had to be minimized.

In ger‘xerel, old-timers "todey are aware that_ certairi,sun}mer
residents were mor.e'di‘ffic.ulr to get along ,wi.t-h'.th_an 'ol:hers.'
l-lowev'er,i as far :‘a\s spé’e‘ifi'c."anécdotes about t}i()se people are
concerned only one man 1n town, Charlle Gallery, makes a pcunt

of relatlng these pe\rsonal experience narratives.” This fact '

-

Telates d1rect1y to Hymes' concept of the difference. between

knowing. a trad:Ltlon and presentmg t'lat same tradition - (1975 18)

v .

y
¢
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While other townspeople recall various incidents such"s those
noted above, it is Charlie Gallery who relates similar\inci-

dents in narrative form. He is p;acticaﬁly the last p on

in town to relate memorates dealing with;the relationship

between local people and the summer residents. Most of the o
trade%men involved ip the resort industry who had the most
contact w1th tne summer pe0p1e have died;since the final stage
of the Bostpn summer colony was durlng the 19205. Born in 1900’
Charl1e exper1enced the decline of Nahant as a resortqand knew

the last summer re51dents of the Boston group Charble-s

5

L repert01re of personal experlence narratlves ahout summer re51-",’

dents is very much a product of h15 persona11ty I

“-". Locally recognlzed as a storyteller, Charlle s narratlve
ab111t1es apparently der1ve from hlS father who-also told .
humorous storles and who was’ e great, pract1ca1 joker. Charlle

- arid his father were empioyed by the 1local plumber, P. J. Shaugh-
nessy, who took care of the smmmerwbmsiness sg that, over a
peried of yeats,‘they wotked fer mamy of the same summer people.
Both he and his father had encounters w1th the more demandlng
.Summer people which are. remembered in narrative form., Char11e,.'
heard many such exper1ences told by hls father, and seme of

‘ these are 1ncluded 1n hlS reperto1re of- Summer re51dent narra-

< ' . . I N

.

tives. . - T e . TR 5

The follow1ng narratlve expla1ns how Charlle s father TR
handled one summer re51dent who was known for not belng able

to keep. a ma1d and" w1th whom Char11e had 51m1larly d1ff1cu1t

.
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s

dealings at a later date. In this incident the woman was
¢ e
tricked into thinking that her plumbing was broken for a very
’ r 4

different. reason than it actually was.

My father used to tell some stories, of course
he was with-them [summer residents] for years. Speaklng
about Mrs. lLovering...as one of the girls [maids] with
the floor cloth turned the pail up to dump it into a
‘toilet bowl, and the cloth went and plugged up the bowl.

My father went down [to the house]. 'When you find
what's in- that bowl, I waht to see it!' 'Very well Mrs,
Lovering.' So he went down to the rubbishtbarrel, had a
-cduple - ‘of cigarette packages.  Of course they most all
smoked Melagrinos/those days.. They were the cardboard

packages you, know. (Oh, yeah) Wet them and’ dented them

up a-little’ bit, W
Of -course, 'he got the cloth ‘out of the bowl--he
... got that. ‘Because .the girl...she- sald '1f she finds.
. that out, I'm gomg fto lose my job,' He said 'I'll take

'Probably one of the boys'. [her so nadvertantly or.
mistakenly, you know, maybe a lit{le -accidentally...®-
- [dropped the c1garette packages irfto,toilet]. * 'Ch yeah
they Te very.careless, aren t they?'!- [Tape 2:2). -

Had the floor cloth been produced as the object reSponsible for

Bl

pl‘ugging up the toilet, the maid would have lost her job since

Y

- B 7 .
_this summeT resident would not.tolerate mistakes. Nahanters.

were sympathetic to the servants most of whom were Insh, since
many local tradesmen were also of Ir;Lsh descent, and these

tradesmen were cognizant of the dlfficult nature of people -who

} employed the help-. ‘The vstoj‘y- 1nd1cates the type of person

| needed to handle dlfflCult personalitles and certain harmless

e

o deceptlons 1nvolved in the relationship between the tradesmen

and the summer people. ~ The humbr of the story 11es 1n the

fact that the tradesman got the better of the summer person by

plac1ng the blame on. her own farruly

/‘n.

S .care of’ it. : .
v+ . So he, took" the [chuckles] twoM1n a news <
" paper-and tocE ‘them” dowh to Mrs. Ldvefdng. He said . . -

N
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Because of their extremely humorous content, some of

Charlie’'s stories are fairly well-known in\town. One such
example is the following story relating an/l}ﬁusual encounter
in the early 1900s between Charlie's father and another summer
resident.

n Well, Mrs. Mifflin...that's a low studded house.

 You get upstairs in the old housé¢ and where her bath-
room was it was so low studded and of course they
didn't have these low down affairs, the ¥. .C.s. In .
those days everything was high tanks. And the tank '
that serviced the.W. C. in her bathroom was out* on the
roof, and the. supply pipe and flush pipe went.up .
through ‘And-of course in the fall of the year it .

. .was dlsconnected and- taken 1n and 'so forth for pTos .

And my father was " makmg a repalr on the ‘tank, and
ea51est way .to get out on the roof was through the
bathroom window. Anmd it. seems, I don't know, he...

1 was quite surprised beécause usually you‘d announce
* yourself and so forth. .

But anyway he was out on ‘the roof and he made the
repair. And [chuckles] he's .coming back, backing
himself in through the window and.. .her.. .what'11 I
call her...the Queen [chuckles] she was$ on the throne.
'Well' he said 'She raised Cain.' 'I'll report you
to your father" She thought Shaughnessy was his
father. But anyway that went by the board [Tape 9: 2]

Rt

AlgHough thcf tradesm_an unlnten_tlonally' cau’ght th15 s_ummer Tesi-
dent iﬁ a compromising pc')'sitioﬁ,,ﬁo‘ri;atterihow severe the Teper-
cuésibﬁs from this incident, -the tradesman bene fited aS he had
somethlng to relate to other townspeople about this, woman. Her
pesition as a soc1al/fnatr1arch meant little to local people as

they Only knew her through the way she ran her household BOth

’of the preceedlng storles are arratlves conneThed with a
spec1f1c—occ‘upat1on Ain t-hat the intidents ep;cted wouldl,prq-'

bably .only happen to a plumber.

Cﬂarhe 5 own experlences Wlth the summe T residents Span
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his lifetime, and he has had the maximum amount of contact .
2with this group of anyone in town. These memorates fall
into two basic groups: those narratives relating his early

experiences caddying for summer people/, selling mushrooms to

thegt),')mi/working as a choreboy; and those narratives relating
incidents which h/a/ppened while working as a plumber. His
N — , -

e?cper'i'ence with the summer people and houses as ‘an adult was
extensive as he had acceés to dfl the summer -housed on a
i'pgular Ba:s-is when they were._opened"and closed. His marra-
,'“'Eiv,e/sgpdempnstéa‘te' the rvari‘lbus 1evgzi$ o‘% interact ion bepween.

the townspeople and. the summer people, and the eventual gossip
> . ‘ S I4 . ) e -«' | ’
and entertainment the summer residents unwittingly provided

L)

through their actions.

°

Much of Charlie's information about summer people con-
sists of very brief'éneédotes centered on certain people's,
Aappear;n'ce or c'hafact!er traits. For instance, in discussing
the history of the town noti;ng who lived where, Charlie des-

cribes one summer person as follows: "Massy Homes. He smoked

. nicé Melacrino. cigéret.tes because he used to play golf tes. °

He used to smoke 'em half way down, you know” [i.e., Charlie
would salvage the half smoked ei_ga,re~ttes] [Tape 2:1]. Charlie
made it his business to know all.he could about the prestigious

summer people. " That he was aware of individual traits is :
evident in the following description of two long.-timej summer..

Al

i
residents: | oS : _ , o 2
| Sam, he had a .re:d bandana. He always had it tied | 1

to the back of his trousers or his belt. gOh yeah?) If %

his hands got $weaty he'd...'sted of rubbing them on hi- ;

-
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trousers, the white flannel trouser? (Mmm) He'd
have the bandana there. He could rub them on the
bandana. He had a lot of ideas. He had more ideas
than the average person.

Of course, his brother Mason had ideas too!
Mason's exercise was, he had a golf ball will a screw .-
eye in }t tied to thefscrew eye was a flshlng cord
[laughs] He'd tee the ball up, hit it, sit down
in the chair he had there and pull the...[both laugh].
That was his exercise [Tape 2:2]. \'

Charlie knew and discussed everything that was going dn in

town, and since he was i'ntr_igued by the 1if style of the summer

leisure ‘group, he observéd them clasely.
Charlie began inte‘racting' with the summert people as a

young bdy In the followmg memorate he descrlbes caddymg

3
for the summer people and his experlence with the usual bonus
of f1nd1ng a golf ball and getting a rebate for it.

' - I have a diary if my posséssion upstatrs back to
19...in 1912 I believe. All the names of all the
persons I caddied for that summer. (Oh really) And how
much money I got, Sometimes you'd make 30¢ a day!

(Oh yeah?) Oh, sure! Very productive [laughs, clears
throat]. '

N Adniral Southerland, Mrs. Louis Bacon's, Mary

* Bacon's father...he lived at the Edge Hill [Imnn]. He
wvas retired Rear Admiral of the Navy. L1Ved in Wash-
ington [D.C.] in the winter.

I was caddying for him one day and I picked up a
golf ball. ‘I says this is where I get 15¢. I said
"Admiral, I just found this ball. It's in pretty good

- ‘shape too! "Well by God' he says 'If it isn't the one
I lost yesterday [both laugh] [Tape 2:1}.

<

Through caddying, the young boys knew wh1chksummer people vere .

generous or tight with tﬁeir money. Further‘{nore they knew

what kind of golf players these people were as Charlie relates
But old E. C. .Johnson, I caddled for him for several
years. Never lost a golf ball. (really?) Couldn't h1t
one far enough to lose it! [both laugh] [Tape 2:1].

These early encounters with and observation of -the sgmmeg* resi-

-
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dents proyided Charlie with material which he later related

as humorous gnecdotes.

I3

During his, early years Charlie was especially interested
in the Bo‘ston people because they provided him with pocket
'moggy. In addition to caddying, Charlie, along with other
enterprising young boys, picked mushrooms around town and sold
ther}l to the summer people. Charlié describes his profitable
imyhood as it .centefgd a-r,olund the summer business.

. One of the best houses in town that I used to know
.o when I used to sell mushrooms for one dollar a
pound was Mrs. Gardner Hammond who lived ‘in where
Henry .Perry is now, in the Duncan house. 'I'd go,
in there and there was a cook and the kitchen girl--
a Scandinavian cook. She seemed to like me very much.
And Mrs. Hammond seemed to like, the mushrooms because
they'd take them and put them on the dumbwaiter and
up the dumbwaiter to Bradley who was the butler. And
he'd take them up to Mrs. Hammond and then they'd come
back with two crisp one ddllar bjlls. And then I'd sit
down and eat all the cake and drink all the milk that
I wanted. Then off on my bicycle down to the golf ,
course where I caddied, and retrieved golf balls and
such. That golf course used to be quite a place for
the young boys., A place to work and keep your mind and
time occupied [J. L. January 30, 1965]. -

"_,:‘« Early in his life Charlie was_ in ti\é”summer houges and familiar

with how the summer people li\'/ed‘Fand acted. He was exposed

.

to a much more formal life style than was practiced by the

townspeople. . ‘ . L a

%

His mushroom bysiness had its drawbacks when in one instance

+ Charlie was caught trespassing on Senator Lodge's estate where

s

he went to ctﬁlect‘mushrooms .in the early morning.

hy & ’ . -
I used to go down there [Lodge's estate] p;cklng
mushroams, (oh;yeah) in my younger d:}ys, early in th

.morning and they were, they were a different type mush-
room than down here at the golf links. These down here

. ,[gol-‘f links] were beautiful. They were a larger mush-

| ‘ o \ h
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room., So I was out there [at lodge's] 'and I heard . "
this [claps his hands four times] and I look up. Of s
course every year Dr. Bigelow who was a classmate of
Henry Cabot Lodge used to come down and spend about
a month down here.

I looked up on the piazza and Dr. Bigelow had
whiskers. 1 knew him [chuckles]. He knew it was a
little out of the ordinary for somebody to be out
there. And he didn't recog...he didn't know me, of
course. 'WWhat are you doing?' I 'mpicking mushrooms:!
'Does Mr. Lodge allow you to pick mushrooms?' And I
said 'Well, I understand that they run over them vith
the lawnmowérsS and “they don't pick them here so I
,thought I'd pick-them dnd'..,so he asked me vho I was, . : s
what my name was. Of course, I didn't...gave hima o
phoney [name],._ you know [chuckles]. But I never went A
back there again for mushrooms [Tape 5:1]. ' o

. Giving a false name is in keeping with Charlie's qui‘ck nind,
and it heightens the humor of ¢he nérratiigs.‘ Since all the

1local boys were éxpected to earn their own pocket money, Charlie's

father had suggested that he try picking mushrooms at lodge's
since those at the golf. course were quickly depleted. The , ‘
sumner people were very concerned about local children tres- —
pass;ing on their gréunds as this story demonstrates. There
was a definite di:stance?‘between local people and the Boston
summe T people which could n.ot be breeched on an employer-
employee basis .and which co'ntinﬁed throdghbut Cha‘l ie's 1ife.
Another form of Charlie's business intg%aaion occurred
during the early 1900s when he was employed by a few summer ‘
p‘.é0p‘16 as a choreboy. ‘VOrking in this capacity in .hisvearly
teens, Charlie had a conf;-ontétion with his emﬁloyer over the
way he was polishing shoes. . .
e a0 T e e palice station Mo . j
- my choreboy?' I said !Yes sir.’' And I'm lookinga‘l‘xp at 7

him. Oh, he's a way up there [re man's height]. ™ Look J _' '
at those shoes!’' [laughs] I was polishing the brown and Ao £

i . . . * .8

-
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\\d.

the black shoes with the same brush. . The brown shoes

were turning black [both laugh]. I 1look at them, 'Don't

look too bad to me' I said, 'You only have one brush,

one shoe brush. You should have one for different

shoes.' 'Well' he said 'Go and get one. Buy it and

charge it tome."' ,

That was around I1'd say 1913 or 14 [Tape 2:17.

The,summer people vere accustomed to good service and expected
the same in Nahant, and Charlie was in awe of these outsiders '
who lived in comparative luxury. Here, although the incident

?

itself is humorous, it is Charlie's delivery which makes the

story memgrable. ~The way he raises his eyes iqlgf fri'ghtened )
n glanc'e z;t the man much taller tﬁaﬁ rhims‘.elf, and the way Ihe‘ dis-
tinguishes between the self-assured, exasperated voic‘q of' tl{e :
summer resident and the cautious non-commital voice of the !
boy are features of storytelling which cannot be conveyed on
paper. This story along ;vith others describing Charlie's early
contacts with the Boston people demonstrate that early in his
‘1ife he learned that toﬁnspeople, iﬁcluding youné boys, earned

their 1living from the summer people.

\ : In terms of his contact with summer people as a plumber,

Charlie had some experiences with thg¢ same people for whom
his fathér had worked. As a ;leumber Cbarlie knew the details
1 fhé houses as well as the personalities of the -inhabi-

tants Sertain narratives steming from interactipn with these

fureite e
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direct CORfTOntathﬂS had to be av01ded for bu51ness purposes.

- get along with them. . ‘ A T s

9

' 12¢6-

Charlie could handle situations .in a diplomatic'w}ly and, conse-
A

quently, got along with these people better than his bess, -

Shaughnessy. Charlie's/ diplomacy is illustrated in a personal’

experience narrative ¢{ncerning the same woman Charlie's father '

a

tricKed with the -c:';g‘a\ ette packages.

.- I went with Shaughnessy...that's right down Ty
oppos ite. your house there where Arthur Fay's cottage’
. is...down with him one day to see her. You had.to go,
‘to the front ‘door and announce yourself [that. donel. .

" 'Okay, go to the back door.' So we went down to the...
théré were. two doors, o on the, side: and'another‘one
directly in the back. The back door entered rlght into
the laundrys‘ Well, we were at that side door waiting

. for her. And Shaughnessy says, 'Where in Hell is she'

and...so I went around to the other door, and she's
waiting at that door. 'Where were you?' "'Well' 0f .
course I was. sort. of diplomatic; you ‘know {chuckles]
'] told you to meet me at the back door.'> 'Well, I
thought that the.other door was the back door Mrs. ...
'This is the back door!" ;
In the meantime Shaughnessy ha& come around and,
she started. [going into a %1rade] Shaughne ssy says,
'You better take care of her He walked of £ and le-fr’
me! So she said, 'What's' wrong with him.' X said,
'You know, Mrs. Loverlng, I don't think he's :Eeellng -
well.' 'He shouldnlt. He's toa fat anyway . ' [Tape 9:2]2

.

The lirge size of séveral summer homes lgd to certain misunder- {\

Stzindings' which intensified conflicting ﬁersonalitieS' however,

Charhe enjoyed playlng the arbltrator in such: :mstances smce,

’

through such action, he was -able to de\celop better rapport w1th

certain summer people than, for example, Ris b055~ He felt

it wa's necessaryz to ,humofr s'uch'dg fflcult people ain order ‘to,

1

Charhe s recollecflon cf hls f1rst meetlng wJ.th thefsame
woman who his father encountefe'd in the bathroom demonstrates
. . /

6] " '
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how tradesmen-were scrutinized in their work:
" But the first time I remember her or [corrects self] N

met her, Molly, was, I think, probably in 1920. And

that would be what...56, 57 yearsvago. I was helping

my father in the house. And down in the laundry she

had this large pressing table, a padded table. And

'Hi' .[says hello to. person walking by] uh there were

three-part trays down there similar to those trays that

are in your house but much larger, and each tub had four

faucets. There were two hot and cold street water, and
-two hot and ¢old -cistern waxter.  That was the:soft water -

‘come from theu.yused to catch it off the. roofs; you know,

o . .go ‘déwn to a cistern then it'd-be pumped back. It didn't .

e L contain the.salts of the earth. It was.a...that was .
o .o -another ritual--the soft cistern water. .-
But ske came.down...we were. getting the house ready,
R R ,'and I was-worklng down there in the- 1aundry, ‘and.'I was
A -W"' ‘of ‘course not a- greenhorn but T was néw at the business,
I ‘wAnd I laid.a wrench on. the ‘corner: of , that pressing table
L e ) ~while 1. was working. Table was:quite close to the wash [?]
.0 . . .and’ she ‘came:down...my: father’ should've tlpped me. off. . . .
.:5".'m- And.-.’Who put that wrench . on' that ‘table?' " T looked at “v' o
--.«her ‘[chuckles] * sald, 1 dld -'an t. you ever put
e as thlng on- that' table againi*:; T

o - ..See that 5. the way she was [Tape 9: Z] :i=ﬂ.e‘ “'”“;" L

Y

o

As Charlaewnvtei hlS father should have ﬁarned h1m about the‘ }jf;;?“f<

e ’ - o i
. ; Stories abOut‘%Lal1ngs Wlth the summer peOple serve to 111us~
. - -~ _\ L. » z \ .
ff“ L ‘trate’ the llfe style of‘the Bostonepeopla as well*as to des-;

‘l} , '” demandlng nature of the personéllty 1nv01ved 1n th1s 1nc1dent. \',?

'

ff:f' ,crﬂbe early aépects of the plumblng trade.A The summev res1-

- S

i p dentS were vefy part1cu1ar 1n how the1r householdsawere run,.; ;o ‘T.'

! L _'v‘ l_;nk ¢

T 55'“ ? and: any wowker? an.the house whether An the basemenxﬁor up-“ S

.

_prever, thls type

'ﬂ:.§hf sta1rs had toix mply w1th Strlct standards.
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dent in gratitude for an emergency nighttime plumbing. ca’ll.
Charlie explains the circumstances of the invitation in the

following personal experience narrative. - . s e S
. . oA
. e But 'T was invited...late,..day befdTe the weddlng
| . or the night before, down at the old wharf cottage [East
-P01nt].- John Fay lived down there Dr. Fay. And some-
body's out there with-an automob11e, and they had-a few
hydrants so-called, waterpipes coming up. Somebody
back into one. Btoke it off., )
So, of courfe they...called me. -And it was, oh,
one o'clock in fhe mornfyg. So I went down and...
told me or Johnﬁtold me what the trouble was. Well,
I brought a shoyel with me and a- Spatllg?t whatever I°
thought/'needed Aor equipment. Carleton Pike .was, there. ..
N~ L He. married...there were two Curtis sisters:’ Penelope‘
S e and Margaret. . Margaret was married to Buff Bolam.
B : Carleton Pike...no and Buff Bolan.died!. And then Carle-
.ton Plke marrled Penel./uh-no, Margaret, married- Margaret.
That wds 'it. . And he was there: - There were others. They. .
were staylng,.staylng ‘there as- house guests. And there . .

““was a prettgngood -game ‘being- p1tched there. They were
b

B S g01ng into extra innings [drinking]. “(Oh’ yeah)
L ~o 7 .7 .. S0 I lended down' there. Ard:of:course. to shut -
A ) - . Jthe water off is' up néar Ved ‘Johnson's, where Ned's sy
' ' ' house -is. now. That . was  the stable [Flgure 20].- There *
was a -manhole- there, and* I got down in and I shut the.
«water off. 'Then I went down and I dug . .now the water
main. wasn't too deep So I'think it ‘was Piké came out.
o ' "1 didn't announce nyself to anybody [coughs]. Pike came ., .
e ’ out, and I had the hole dug and L'm...of course, the o
T - pipe was broken off in this branch; aand I had to...saw . i
S the little piece out that Was left in there to ‘get a-
. plug in it. He said, uh 'You act...you move;pretty fast.
L . We only called. you £ive minutés ago.' Oh, it was morel,
than §ive minutgs, but'anyway.he came. ..they came...he"
: came from Lubeck [seaport in.northwest Germany]. They
‘. wete qu1te a_family down’ there,ln the fishing 1ndustry,
L guess, sardlnes and .so on, ~And I think -he since died.
BRI ce 7. 50 1 wds trying to: get-this piéce:..I had: xt... o
TR 7. .. hadiit’ sawed and collapséd a.little and I was; trylng tov
" ) tget it out.: And Dr.-Fay ‘came out. . feeling 'no pain!- ,"
“And 1 was trylng to get it out.: {'Let me _put my’medical |
i o i flngexs -on ~that,!. 'Okay - I wasn't goxng~to.argue. And
T A ' ‘K . he'lost it!: It. Went intosthe pipe!l So I said, 'Well, -
. R ﬁe'll erget that'.", 'So I.put.a plug in the branch and...
‘there, Was a hydrant rlght dlong side .of the house quite’ . °
ig. valve, inch and a. half valve that Ellertcn James ‘L.g
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I was afraid it would get into the house and get into -
a faucet. I said 'I'm gonna open this valve wide,

and I'11 holda, you hold a, a ash barrel, a rubbish
barrel over it. I'l1l go up and turn the water on.
And...when you think it's pretty well blown out you can '
close the valve and that'll be it.' So I went up,
turned the water on and I turned it on fast. I could
hear the water hitting that ash barrel [chuckles]. And
the conductor pipe come down {chuckles]...hit him on

the head [both laugh)(Oh, nol). So anyway...but 1 did
ge;lthe piece of ‘pipe out. It was in the barrel [Tape

' -

This story with a humorous ending portrays these summer

people in' the height of their incompetence- fouling the plumber's
attempted repair. Charlie, having retrieved the piece of

plpe, was subsequently invited by these same summer people to
the fancy wedd1ng receptlon at the Nahant Club the follow1ng

day--hls reward for unuSual service. Charlle s use of infer-

' eﬁce and 1nnuendo 1s-eV1dent 1n the.story 1n.h15'way»0f referring

to drinking' "There was a pretty good game being pltched there.

They were golng into extra 1nn1ngs" - Furthermore, .the narra-

tive demonstrates his knowledge/of family histories which *

o -

* permeate his stories. .

Over the years Charlie's familiarity with the summer people
grew as he served them continuously as a plumber. He knew thelr
personal1t1es and although thelr 11fe styles were 'very dlf-
ferent from hlS own, he related to, some of them on 2 falrly
personal b351s He was very 1oya1 ‘to the summer resadents for
whom he had worked for years and because of thls 1oya1ty vas
occas1ona11y employed hy them in capac1t1es other than as a

plumber. "His aCCOUHt of chauffeurlng one elderly summer res1-_'

dent to a. blrthday party glVen ln the mld 19005 by another “;%

7 T st et e A e w4 E s L
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Nahant summer person follows.

Anyway, I went down and got Teresa. —Brought her
down to Warren's birthday party. Pulled up to the

‘door. Helped her out. 'Charles' ‘'Yes' 'I'm going
*  right in and I'm going to turn around and I'm comlng
uh rlght out again.' [chuckles] I said 'Now look,

o I said, 'you go in amd enjoy youxself Have a couple
of cocktalls and have a good tlme I said. ‘'No hurry'
I said, 1I'11 be waiting.
So I pulléd a way in and went up by the garage.
' So it was kind of...it was chilly, it was early in the
. . spring. So I went in the back door, in to see Ellen
N Gary. She'd been there for one hundred years as Warren's
maid, you know. I...go in to say hello to her. And
. [chuckles] then I came out. again. And so about, oh, I
don't know, it was after nine, nine-thirty they were.
. . I figured no more cars coming in so I pulled down to
\, the front door.' And T know it was pretty near time to
» get Teresa- back to the’ stable.
.So0...Uncle Warren come out on the p1azza And I
‘went up. to see him, He had'a little. table there, and
they had béen, .each. one coming o the party had brought
him 'a little glft or somethlng and...I said.'How are ~

. you getting along?' 'Oh, it's you- Charlie." 'Yes.'.
. And...he was getting along alright [drinking]. 'Why
. do they do -this?' I sdid 'Why do they do what?' I

- knew what he meant, bringing these gifts. 'Well' .I said:-
- : 'on an occasion such as this, your birthddy party and
: your ‘throwing a party, including the lamb stew [chuckles]
[hethad sampléd this in- the kitchen with the maidl; I
don't see why they shouldn t ...bring you a little some-
thing and, of course, you'll accept ic.! 'But why do
" . they do it? Will you help me in with them.' "Sure.'

80 I helped him in the house. He had a waiter from
the Somerset {hotel ‘in Boston] there, I believe. And he
had a table set up as a bar. 'Now, Charlie, will you
have a little drink?’ [chuckles] 'Oh,"' 1 sa1d "Well
it is a little cool out.' He said, 'Well we haye;..'

Oh, he useéed to emphasize everythlng, you know. 'very
:\flne bourbon, very fine scotch, nice rye, gin.' Well,
o . .. I knew what the bourbon Was becaus€ it was...the same
R S thing had been out in the pantry [that he had sampled
- -7 already].’. So [chuckles]~1 said "Bourbon will -be alrlght.
But he sa1d '"Wait a minute! Wait'a Minute! You're.
. driving. Teresa(w} [clears throat]. I said 'Yes, that's
- true. That‘s-r1ght I am.' - S0 he went over to the\dznlng
[chuckles] ,'Teresa, Char11e is driving you: I was: going
[noon Korn blows] g01ng to buy him a drlnk - Teresa says,
*-. 'Buy him-all: he wants..j- Y
o v ' . 80 .anyway that termlnated that ‘but then Teresa
TR : o dec1ded she, she'd depart - She was-looking for her cloak
Co - 'jher shawl or.. somethlng Couldn't flnd it. She accusgs

R e St s L,
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the waiter of grabbing it. So then they came to me.
'‘Teresa can't find her cloak or shawl. I said 'She
neither had a cloak or shawl or anything. She was
under bare poles [shoulders].' She didn't have any...
so.anyway I got Teresa...[Tape 10:1].

Charlie's imitation of the distinctive voice of this long-
time ,Summer resident who was well-known in town and the deci-
5104 of what to drink when he had been imbibing 1n the kitchen

give the story its humor. The story illustrates the defrnlte

distinctions betweeen the 11fe of the leisure class summer

people and"the working class toWnSpeople who ident{fied more

w1th the_;ummer help than thelr employers. Moreover, the
)
-type of Eartles glven by the Boston people although less formal

after the 19205 did- not approach the 1nformallty of local s
partles._ As noted 1n the prev1ous personhl experlence story

- //Eharlle contlnually refers to the summer people by thelr first
/'/’
;qames and sometlmes nicknames eveh though no matter how long

i

he worked for then, as a tradesman he was not on a first name *°

a

basis with them. Moreover, he certainly would not have said ,

to anyone at that party that Teresa Merriam\was under "bare

poles" as he, along with ali'thextawnspeople, was very cjrcum- ¢

.spect- in his deallngs with the summer re51denns
Charlie's repert01re 1nc1udes many references to llquor,

and he makes a polnt of c1t1ng spec1f1c partles at whlch

N
PRar o

hampagne was served whlch because of the money - 1nvolved

-
L}

. were generally those glven by summer people. The followlng
story whlch presupposes a knowledge of the waterlng ca:t opera-»
toT: story Charle teIls (1n Wthh the worLer is 1nv1ted 1n for~

a. drlnk by Blrdee Otls, a well known summer re51dent [Fleld Notes
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Jurne 12, 1975]) demonstrates Charlie's manipulation of a summer

resident and shows thergradual breakdow social ¢lasses

which made this type of incident possible.
/
My wife's brother, Lawrence Larkin, who was in
the Black Watch [World War 11] with young Parker. ’
[Oh Frank -Parker?) Yeah (Yeah) He was digpging for ’
me down where Dick Fay lives now--Mike Garfield, their
- sewer was plugged up. I knew Mike was on vacation so
. I said to Lawrence I said 'I'll bet you a dollar' I said
. 'If Mike comes out I can get you a drink or a beér or
something.' 'You think so?' I said 'Well, I think so.'
So Mike came out and I talked to him awhile. 'It's
pretty hot today, Mike. “Yeah' And I told him the ;
' story about Roger and watering the street .in front of
. Birdie Otis' house [after which Roger was invited in for
: ©oa drlnk] And Mike thought it was interesting, got into
his ‘¢ar, went off shopping. .And he came back with several
‘bundles. ~ Of course Lawrence Larkin- says to me 'Well you
didn't. get vegy far with that one, d1d you?' I. sa1d
MWell, wait. The day isn't over. yet [laughter]
Mike came, back; and he went'into the house with aL
.- bundiles ‘and pretty soon e came out w1th three, beers-
“one~for himself and one.for Lawrence and one for me. - \
. And when heé handed me mine Lé“said 'You know Charlie!':
: he said, "that story you told didn't have anything to-do .
. w1th th1s, you. know'. [laughter] [J. L. January 30 1965].

As we11 as demonstratlng Charlie's cleverness, this stOry isg

significant in that it.portrays interaction with_e summer resi-

dent on.e personai bagis. Obviously it was easier for. trades-

men to be on familiarlterms with(the nén 6f the house than i
' the woman of the heuse with whom they normally dealt since the

running of the household was the woman's job. '

One final story w111 serve to. show the full cycle of -

Charlle S, relat1onsh1p with the’ Boston summer people whlch .

P
- " began when he was a boy In addltlon, 1t shows the mutuaI

understandlng whlch developed between emplnyer employee over ;r'.lf : N

. years oﬁkseasonal soc1al 1nteract10n._ The narrat;ve concerns -

v

the summer re51dent who gave the b1rthday party “in. the story
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noted above and who died in his eighties in the late 1960s.

The American Leglon started in 1920, maybe 1919. And
Warren Motley was its first commander. ~Not the last
year he was gone [died] but the year before that he
was up in his [chuckles] bedroom packing. And...it's
a breezy day. And Warren is puttering around. He's
got a small suitcase, so-called, cagse, leather case on
his bed and he's putting his shav1n gear in it and
other things. [aside: Breeze is nice isn't it?] (Mmm)
And 1 loocked out the window...this is the day he's
X moving [back to Boston for the winter]...I said 'Nice
" breeze out there today!'’ *tYeah, yeah' I said 'If yol
. ,\ only had that, star boat of yours out there today...
Lo, . you'd be taking blue water over the bow. 'Yeah, Yeah:..
e N yeah.' I [chuckles] .used -to get his goat. And I said
S somethln' else. ‘Char11e‘ "'Yes sir' 'You know I can't
pack and talk too.' [both 1augh] 1 said "Very well,
conversatlon ‘ceases is at. an end.'. I patted him on the
back I sald 'I'11 see you later. [Tape'IO'l]

,; 'J"After w0rk1ng for certaln summer perle for several decades,
o Charlle could relate to them on a—mOre personal basis that he/
could earller in his . 11fe nd the flgures in the story repre-
.'( / _sent two men ‘growing old géether.A W1th changlng class d1s-

! t tinctions and the-decline of the summer colony at Nahant,

relatlonshlps between Boston people and townspeople were less

formal : ‘-

'Certaln aspects of Charlie's ab111ty as a storyteller are
apparent from the preceed1ng‘narrat1ves. Since he was 1nv01ved
_ Wlth the ‘summer people throughout his 11fe, a. b1ographica1
7//f/ﬁl sketch w111 preceed an analysls of his perform’pce style. The

);;2% . . blographlcaL«;nformat1on w111 serve to - demonstrate what grow1ng

.
Lt

up in-a resort communlty w1th 1ts seasonal 1ncrease in popula-

t1on was 11ke for a 1oca1 boy " S e -il oE
I A k1nd and generous man, Charlle Gallery, is st111 avidly

e 1nterested 1n anyth1ng to do w1th the 11ves of townspeople and?'-:‘ﬁ‘:‘. . Qf;}
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goes on in town and enJoys 115ten1ng
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the history of Nahant. His personal appearance is not over-
bearing ad He is five feet nine inches tall and weighs approxi-
mately one hundred apd seventy five pounds. He has a very

pale complexion, d& round face, and is almost complétely bald.

He continues to wear khaki work shirts and pants although the

amoﬁnt of time he works n;w is small. He moves‘very slowly
as he sufferS from arthritis, end it is difficult for him to
get'in'and out of chairé. _However, he still manages tp drive
to-the Vlllage Store ‘every mornlng for his newspaper where

-~

/he keeps up w1th local news.. He is-aware of everyth1ng that.

; his son S pollce radloh
to plck up any ment1on of &ct1v1tles in Nahant. In'good weagherf
he” spends much t1me 51tt1ng on his front porch or "plazza"
participating in the interaction of the neighborhood where he
knows everyone's daily routines. On the piazza he keeps a
night stick [billy clubj by his side for protectioh élthough
it islmore of a coﬂveréhtion piece fhan aﬁything else,since it
is highly unllkely that he would ever have to use it.

: Charlle dellghts in talk1ng about the old days of Nahant
using: his - remaYkable memoTy and acqulred knowledge of sore of
.the 11ttle known facts and Storles about the toWn s hlstory ‘
and Ats summer reSLAents. He remembers prlmarlly the good ald

days wheri the town was seasonally changed’and annually ‘togk

on new life and excltement for the three summer months. He . .°

: tends to dwell on the dylng off” of the "old school" of summer'

people ‘as - well as ' the pass1ng on of local old tlmers. He 1s,5

4 aa¥,y,
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however, very loyal to the peoplg for whom he has worked for ’ . oo
years and even remembers the birthdays of the few remaining | =
summer people by sending these people gifts. \When going through B '
yaterial in his plumbrng shed, he always keepg\tke intererts
of various other people in mind. Although he complains of i1l
health, he maintains his sense of humor. As a result of his
humo rous nature’ Whlch permeates all his narratives, he has
T gone back through the Nahant Police Records and made notes of
< all. the mlsdemganors for which he was picked up as a boy. His
patriotism anﬂ pﬁblic Qpirit will become clear in the fdllowing:'
.blographlcal sketch. ‘ |
o . _' 0f Irish decent Charlle Gallery‘was born in Nahant on
. June .2, 1900 1n the sectlon known as, Short Beach Vlllage or
Irishtown. Only one\of his two sisters is st111 living, and
’ harlie is now 76 years old. His father moved to Nahant in-
che'late 1800s aﬁd was employed as a plumber doing a ‘good deal
of work for the summer residents. Charlie's mother's family,
also Irish‘Roma; Cathoiic, was-alréady established in town,
his mother hav1ng been born-ln Irishtown as well* and Charlie's

grandfather ran a grocery 'store across from Short Beach. Charlae

‘" wentto grammar school at’ “the Valley Road School where he

e

recalls the Howe s1sters dlstrlbutlng flower seeds [see p.105]
\ “;Z ’ and 1nv1t1ng chlldren to the1r summer house to observe the

constellatlons—through a telescope. "He claims to remember the

- day the f1rst trolley car came across the beach to Nahant 1n

1906, . - '.x 3 S

-t

R A A ANED e 1 e £

R L T




N ' . 136

‘ As boys’ growing up in Nahant, Charlie and his friends
took advantage of all the summer activity as part of their :QHM :
entertainment. Charlie remembers that the summer residents’

+ coachmen who all the boys knew were friendly except when they
were driving their émplpyers at which time they became very
businesslike and did not acknowledge that they kaew the boys.
For instance, Charlie Fells of Dan Mooney, the coachman for
Mr$. Gardner Hammond who had tA; 1ast.pair of horses in Nahint:
"He'd be goin' by and...'Hey Dan.' He wouldn}t Took one way

'or the other,-you know!' [Tape 16;1]. . .
Chérl{;~got into a faf& amount of mischief as a‘boy and
o along with-his ffi;ndsgwas pierd up and reﬁrimanded by “the. 'y
chief of poiice for certain instances of vandalism. He enioy§4,4

recounting persenal experilence narratives concerning petty .

thefts which he refers,to as "procurifig" certain merchandise,

prkmarily fruits and vegetables, or "tapping' ([stealing from]
& ‘ ¢ .
various tradesmen. He and his friends spent some time "pro-

curing” fruit and vegetables from the large well kept. orchards
: and gérdens of various summer people, testing each fruit to
make sure it was ripe. He remembers “tapping" the candy man.

“who came td Nahant regularly when dozens of concessions vere

operating at Bass Point: ‘ .

T

The candy man named Widrow [?]...and the last stop ) LR
he'd make would be down there at my grandfather's . E '
- store after he made the town and Bass Point. And as A ’
\ I remember him I think, I didn't know then but I - . l ,A:%
suppose I did, too...that he was about half.stewed ) ; § K ,
. . [drunk] whén he got down there. _And he dlqnft know o p o
-+ [was not-aware])<-Oh, a box of hershey bars, chewing : g
gum. "And up into the cemetery there was a hole up . - . o A

[ A . . : P

»
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P did.téam'up against groups from out of town.
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|
there where the new part of the cemetery is now

that was.all sort of, ybu know wild. That-was the
ole we'd go up into and have onr candy [J. L. January

419657

.

The baker whose horse-drawn wagon stopped at houses and sﬁfres

in Nahant was similarly beset: N
. #

- He stopped at my grandfather s store and I have
done it and we have done it with a bicycle...headed -
after him, bicycle.past the Coast Guard and get him

when the horse stopped to go up that grade at Little
.Nahant. Get off the bike, run after him. And we knew
which drawer the pies were in, the cakes...the bread

was in that deep drawer in the bottom. . We didn't want
that!. [laughter] Then load up. And there was a white...
down at thi corner behind the 400 Club [restaurant] now
on the back part of their yard over in that corner
toward the ball field there was a whlte barn. And that
was our club, house..

' And we had at one time so many jelly rolils, pies,
cakes cookies [laughter] ‘I remember one-time we were
out on the ball field we decided we'd have to...they
[the cakes; etc.] were getting a little old. We were
out there rolling them out--jelly rolls, pies, and
everything else [laughter] [J. L. January 30, 1965]. :

Charlie and his friends took advantage of normal activity in

a small town as well as the bulk merchandise and increased "

" deliveries in the summertime. =
While growing up, Charlie belonged to the Irishtown gang

as 6pposed to the Bass Point and Little Nahant gangs. Thesé,

groups based on geographic divisions were not tough gangs but

For instancd;

when the: Lyn? gang came over 1n .the fall to gather apples, apple

fights ensued as the Nahant boys did not appreciate outsiders

in their territory.

:Besides-making their own amusement, Charlie remembers

local entertainment which was attended by the whole town since
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the peninsula was still fairly isolated in the early 19005.‘
He recalls that the man who ran the local store, Al Johnson,
was quite a character at the minstrel shows,

He uh he went over to New York one time. He had,

he had his little dog with him, as he says. And the

dog's name was Enza. Well, he was checking out of .

the hotel and he forgot hlS bag. He's out on the

street and in flew Enza {influenza] and got the grlp
[both laugh} [Tape 9: 1]

Another popular form of local entertainment was the annual

parade. Charlie recollects that all the local boys ‘used to

follow the Memorial Day parade up to Eaét Point to Mary Russell's

summer house where she gave out candy 1nc1ud1ng Black Jack and
Glbraltars to all ‘the chlldren.z ' .
Local children madée their éﬁn ente;}éinmen;’wﬁéreas the
summer children had -their fecreation in the form of sailing,
_swimming and tennis ;rganized for them through various private.
clubs. The only contact Charlie had with the summer children
waélat the town whﬁrf. He remembers sailboat races with other
:"wharf rats" when tdwn boys borrowed the summer children;s
sailbsats [see 9.101]. However, as a boy Charlie had a gooﬁ
deal of contact with the older Bdston people.since, as noted .
‘earlier, he worked for them as a caddie/and a chorebéy:and‘also
earned pocket money by se111ng them mpshrooms. v .
Charlie comnuted to high school in Lynn- by trolley, and
in the fall after school he spent hi§ time gunning for ducks
off Short Beach. When he was seventeen, he and a friénd decided
to ]01n the United States Navy in the First World War to see

the world. Since he was under age, Charlie foygea Hxs parents

v
& -

‘e

‘.‘ 7 . l ) o

T P T 1]

T
W

il P et S L s e\t e L

s o e iy

TN Ay o

FRL e

L




signatures and lied about. his age in order to be gccepted.
Follﬁwing his return from -the war, Charlie appreniticed to a
Lynn plumbe% who was working in Nahant. He latetr went to

work for P. J. Shaughnessy who had started as a plumber in

Nahant in 1884 and for whom his father alse worﬂed. .Shaugh-

nessy was the main plumber in town and took card of ﬂhe remaining

summe business for which ,a large part of thﬁ"w rk wap the .
openihg and.closing of the houses. Beginning‘i“ iQIQXCharlie
" .had his first bu51ness contacts as an adult with the supmer
. people for whom he contlnued to work most of his llfe.\
Prohibition, as notgd earllerf was a tlmq f gredat acti-
vity in the town, and during thié period Charlie| served on. the
Federal Grand Jur; in Boston with a Nahant summet resident
Qho, according to Charlie, wés not an "ardent dry” [i.e., not
a tee-totallér]. Consequently, he‘anﬁ Ch;rlie, who also drank,
while try&ng cases of trafficking and illqgal possession‘of
liquor, knew just where to go to get a drink on thelr lunch
break from jury duty ([Tape 5:1]. Charlie was very aware of the
goings 6n in town during Pr9hibition and took part%in some of -
. the shore front activity in which.loads of liquor &pfe tanded.
Althougﬁ Charlie coniinueﬁ'to work. as ;.plume ,.when l
work was slow during the Depre551on he found emplo ment ‘with

a W..P.:A. pro;ect*fﬁ'dlstrlbutlng around town the ut wood

from a shlpwreck [see p! 74 ] By the time of the econd War

L]

Shaughnessy s plumblng bu51ness had passed into Ch r11e S hands.

HQ served with the Navy'agaln in the Second World War and wds
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stationed in the South Pacific. Durﬁné this time he arranged

with another local plumber to handle his business‘é He was

elected as one- of the three town selectmen for a term fram

1939 to

-’

Following his T n from the War he married Patricia

Larkin whose father was chief o
had reprinanded Charlie for miédemeanors as a young

Gallerys live in the old Larkin home, a- two storey yellow

\;Eﬁé\heusg Wlth a front porch or "plazza", which located on

Py

Pond Street was bullf“by J‘~¥%~F son in 1898. They have one

son, Tom, aged 33 who 1s unmarried and 11ves with

but who. is in the process.of remodellng the attlc of dkar11e s

shop into an apartment. Not as 1nterested in the plumblng

trade as his father, Tom, nevertheless, does much of Charlie's
N /

remaining business. Tom works as a special policeman with the

Nahant Police Department and appears to find more satisfaction

from that than froh plumbing. Charlie's wife works part-time

-

-

in the Nahant Public Library.
Thféugh the‘plumbing'trade, Charlie served the last of
fhé summer peaple which accounts for his precise knowledge

of their character aﬁd details of thé'houées. 'As.these same
houses became ulnter1zed Charlle was rgtalned as plumber on
a year- round basis and consequently is aware of all the modi-
flcatlons whlch have been made. -With the-exceptlon of his years

in the Navy, Char11e has spent all h1s 11fe in Nahant, and

through hls occupatlon, was famlllar with the last of the Boston

/.

Now semi- retlred from his

but was away at war .for the last part ‘of his term.?

o

e
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plumblng bu51ness, he hasﬁaccepbed the appoe%;gent as town

plumblng 1nspector.

- I'“

pD‘

141

Furthermo e, che remalns.as caretaker for

one of the last large East P01nt ‘summer homes/whlch has’ nov

been w1nterlzed

Slnce 1919 Charlle has- WQrked out of the same shop wh1ch

-

15 1ocated d1rect1y across the street from h15 houseu The

bu11d1ng was moved there ffom Nahant Road in 1896 and con-‘

‘st1tutes the oldest place of bu51ness in. Nahant

Charlle s

plumbing shop 1swfu11 of memorabllla of Nahant and tools of.

AR

the plumblng trade. There are old photographs, postcards,ipeﬁf

_dlarlee' bottles, and wooden 5h0p si

has saved varlous p1eces of plumblng equ1pment such as,. a smoke

machlne whlch has not been used 1n the trade for decadesw

These Charlle d1d not/consc1ou51y collect but saved them as ﬁ“?f_:a

gns wh1ch Chariie has f%lj£‘¥g

i: k3

‘L addltlon, the ba&k;room of hlS house conta1ns an- array of old

LOIR Ydd

t011et pulls ali from Nahant houses strung on a plece of wlre.

he d1d eVerytlﬁg.else, and now e regards them as’ ant1ques“

‘."

saved anythlng 1n

Th " I1a s n1 ‘one, WhO
e [1 g ] ‘only You“tafk o Gallery yet?

-yL:Nahant.was Gallery, I guess.p

In qegard,mo h1s role 1n the commun1ty, Charlle 1ssrecog-”'"'

N ») B

g




’ ’ .(Yeah I talked to him a c'oui');le 'oé ‘times). ow o %

- . . Well, he's got quite a line...he's about th,; “ o = -

) ‘best. He's a real historian*{Tape 15:1]. h )
I;esides ha\'ring read everything he can find on Nahant, Charlie ‘ ;’

S » .is gemerally Well read. On Gecasion during our interviews, - ,

' ’ he would @;t—e; a few lines of poetry trem famous writers who . GH‘G

i ) had spent time in Nahant, such as Longfellow and expect me . ~ :
. '-7; 3 to complete the st'anza. HlS memory. for names and detes is i
ol N ‘(remarkable, and wher}eyer anyone has a questmpn about an mc Ty A =
. tientf or the history of a. sp,ec1file house, they cons;ult Charlle. ] :_' “ n
' B "{‘-,.Q.Local recogn;tloh .of the ‘vaioe of‘ hlS informatlen J.S ev1dent :. .
’ &N by the’ fact ‘that he was recorded By 1nd1v:.dua15 1ntere_s’1_:e‘d in", . "
1oca1 hls_tory o’ tho" separate occasions 'in 1965 once alone" "
P '.. .a'nd o,;;; w’lth u&J other Nahanters: 3 A .;_ B
. LK charhe i colnlstdered by man;' i:eople to be'd iocal char: o ‘ \
.‘ s acter. and‘he promotes thls v1ew ‘of. hln'nself One Nahanter'”' ' "
= ._ ool states her perceptxon of h1s role 1n the town-~ T s.uppose . - :
i - N‘ every. town has 1ts logal qharacter and Charlle i‘e Mahant' , ‘ . ‘ ",;y':-
”‘ ' town‘ character'; '[Fleld Notes August 4, 1975] ;[n keepmg w:|.th : "’ ,'j-{.
. ) th1s p051t;.oh as a chat‘acter,/ Charhe will play the dupe to ‘ ‘;;" ¥ T .
X w B get a laugh "For example,"when 11ghten1ng struck the old ' TR g -
i b1111ard halls contemmg a’ er.nalil-cop)’ ofsthe famovs_\gr;nless N ' . )

1 . étatue ot Venue tle‘ Min/ Charlie, a,lways on the spot whenever ‘}

\, ' anythmg out of.’ the ordmary otcurs,,sald .Oh my Goél.c" The e ', a ’
118hten1og t.ook 'an 'arm off A:he etatoe' [chuckl .‘s]" [Tape '5 1]' '-" ’ L

N He knew »very \weu that ".t’he. sta‘tue had no arms,' howe\'reg, he ftts ' ,' 1 \

o h s hehorOus responSe Ro. th'e‘ eituatmn at hand Furthermore, = 5 M

4 S St
e
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as was his father, he is something of a-practical joker which

is an extension of his humorous nature. For example, he found

A -

‘ an old fire hose nozzle in his shop, polished it up, stamped
on the initials T. H. L. and made his sister-in-law believe

it was her father's personal nozzle from the days when most

'

men in town were ctall firemen.

Charlie is also known in town as a good storyteller although
‘ due to the humorous content and dellvery of his stories many
pe0p1e do not take h1m senously An apprec1at-1on of hlS reper-

F AR t01re 15 t1ed to understand1ng his . aesthetlc wh1ch as’ Glass1e

- O i

. PN
[ .
o

notes 1s generally not verballzed ’ :

t

The folk aesthetlc can‘ rarel)' be" e11c1ted d1rect1y,

‘ ,ethnosclentlhc questionlng are ‘the ‘means for its
S determmatlon...The lacdk. of an.aesthetic vocabulary
. does not pxevent aesthetlc operatlon [1972 268]

‘;

Through hlS f1e1dwork Tallman found that hlS storyteller deflned

a good storyteller as one who could create- a visual image.

.

L A good storyteller is 6ne who can create vivid,

L - humorou§ imagery, who facilitates the listener's

Vo : apprematlon 0of the story by, allowmg him to-picture
: ' scenes 1n the sto'ry as it progresses [1974: 127}, -

-7 L 'In the same way Charlle reallzes he must - convey the visual

p1cture he has of an 1nc1dent to the audlence for hlS stor

to be effectlve and apprec:1ated In relatlng personal expen-"' ’

ence narrat:wes, he often 1nterJects the phrase "I can see- her '

-

SRR e now"' as; he rellves the 1nc1dent. Lo T e

Charlle v1ew5 hlS pos:Ltlon 1n thewtown qu1te d1fferent1y

‘;f’-' L o from the way others do as he puts on an a1r of bemg very busy

e -and does not want people to thmk he 1s at their dlsposal He

" analysis”of. artlfacts, ‘behavioral observatlon, and - - -, R

B SIS
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.of 111 healthﬁ oW has dlfﬁculty f1ndmg an audlence for h:.s

. .
f W'
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does not think that ldcal people properly appreciate his
accounts of -the 0ld days. This point': is analogous to Szwed's
findings . with-the Newfoundland songmaker Paul E. Hall who felt
that his skill was wasted on local listeners and who was not

at all surprised that the collector was interested in his songs

.~ X 1
v e >
v

R

"

i
LA
WLt
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- [1972:157). While Charlie's competence as a historian is ’
- . recognized, people do not take ‘his narratives serlously Con- :
":s-." R sequently,‘h‘e talks of wntmg a}ook"imut a11 the houses in ' f!}:
"j.‘ _— t,own wh1ch ‘he: _;erv1ced as a plumber and has produced a few o i W,.s
‘ N pages '-_' Smée he' :Eee]‘.s‘ ‘tl};‘s:‘z;nfomatlon can. be put dovm much | ) ‘;‘;;
i g faste;r on tape, he was ve:ryl 1::1111‘ng to bewrecorded Charhe :ﬁ?
i , hés 1ess‘ éoﬁtact with peeple £han formerly as he '1)5 sem retﬁ-elb ’ }:. :'
. from his. plumbmg busmess. The only rea.nson he’ has not off1-~"‘ g \ .:f_ %g;
o i c1a11)r ret:.red is because he - wants to stay 1nformed and” heéar , ; - z?d
/ ’ first hand from people what 1'5' happen1ng 1;1 town. : Howéver, he . ! %
-":‘ ‘ R has SlOWed down over the past several years and does not ‘tend . ) ' - ,
g “ “to h1:.~; bus:l.ness as he should People have gotten tned of i I ~ {
hav:mg ;;o telephone h:.m repeatedly to f1x thelr plumbmg and R ‘v' 3 &
of havmg to wa:Lt several days for fnm to. come when they know '-‘ S
‘ a he 15 not workmg and spends his t1me stopplng at_ the Village
-I Ce Store a few tmes a da.y As a result“ w;.thln the past few years' . 1
’ people who have used Charhe as a plumber £or years’fhave‘ ,called ‘
L :f in other\wf dependablg plumbmg outfzts w}ulch t;sets h:.m .:' 3’ " i
> o although he does not falk about’ 1t. E ‘ Pr . : {~ S 5 :
‘ 4 Cha-l:l:i..e because he 15 1c;ng;x;'inded and'c‘:umplalns exc\egively
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'stories. During one of the interviews Charlie, in refercnce
to his deteriorating health, cited the following analogy: . -;,"':-;:" ,

""What was it Shakéspeare said? ~'Sans eyes, sans nose, sans ST -
. - N

teeth, sans everything" [Field Notes August 12, 1975].7 Charlie's £

" long-winded natute carries over to his business as he takes

the ofapox:tuni‘ty 'while doing repairs in someone's house to talk

_'\-‘
b

about the old days of Nahant as well as to expound on the his-

b

tory of tha¥- parthular house. One. Nahanter recalls that Charlie

would be at then‘ house' domg some work and "you'd be standlng i “. 'f,'.‘

on one foot and then another wh11e he'd talk on" [Fleld Notes

) e

August 10 1975] Once he began talkmg he was hard to stop, ;

and hls total t1me Spent at a house Was usually reflected m g
}us b111 Due to h15 long-wmded nature people began avmdlng : /

i

hm on, ‘a personal as we1;1 as a busmess level.

As more' of the old-tlmers dJ.e of f Charlie's. stories have , ‘A_':,__"

meanlng for fewer people. Some of his narratives are highly . .

esoterlc and 1nterestmg; pr1m§,r11y to, hmself as their sign‘:‘x'f'i-~

© cance is lost on' the llstener who is"too young to remember the

o D R o

characters 1nvolved However, Charlle ant1c1pates s1tuat1\ons
w1th1n whlch he can relate certam stones to spec1f1c 1nd1v1- v

. T ; B BN

duals.ﬂ When Char11e heard that an old t1me summer res1dent

was to be 1n towﬁ :Eor ‘the. Nahant Publlc L1brary open house 1n

the - summer of 1975 he ant1c1pated see:.ng him. e was down - e
"“‘_" cr there [at the 11‘brary] 1ookmg for him 'cause i wanted to tell o : b o
| h1m a couple of Sea stones., But he dldn t show up" [Tape ‘53 l]l‘

PRET I

He was dlsappomted .that thLS membel‘ of the""e‘ld school" falled :";
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’ .

to appear. Charlie made a point of meeting with the old-
timers, townspeople and summer people alike to exchange ancc-
dotes with them. ihis is analogguselg_thg idea that story-
tellers who do not have listeners actively seek out an audience -
‘ (Dégh 1969:80). T ' .
‘f Charlie loves to be in the limelight, and certain town

"functidné giVe him‘this opportunity. For instance, the Memoriali
Day parade 15 an’ event an whlch he is "1n hlS element" as he'

o
, 3

S rldes 1n the Amerlcan Leglon car w1th oné or two other, senlor

veterans and waves to everyone he knows along the parade route. .

- VoY

Furthermore, w1th the 1974 foundlng of the Nahanﬁ Hlstorlcal
N N A .
§“;ﬂ Soc1ety, Char11e dlscovered a new outlet and audlence for hrs-.“f=“ ‘

. : 1nterests, and he has donated to the soc1ety some of hlS

Nahant memorabllla as well as dlsplay cabinets wh1ch he had
L in his shop ‘ ' o
. In the past Charlie told storles at any male social

.

gather1ng although in his bu51ness it was generally house-" S -k

1\ ‘wives to. whom he related narratlves. Over the years I had R

1

heard h1m te11 my mother storles whlle repalrlng our plumb1ng .
R R about old summer re51dents who llved 1n our sectlon of town.
H15 audlence never “con e sted of more than a. few people at a x,'/

tlme and: generally wae made ‘up of JuSt one or two 1nd1v1duals. - ;;,j g

Lt e vt St B = BT v -
S ey N

n; ) "_ Howewer, he reached a much 1arger 1oca1 audlence through the

cE

::'-;f i: : ) playlng of the 1965 tapes 1n the school audltorlum.; Charlle. T‘N e h ;

T

“Fi.;7 o tells storles anywhere—-at the V111age Scorea 1n £ront "of" the

R

T post offlce, at hlS home. 1n hrs shop,‘and in other peoples' L
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homes. The interview; I had with him took place at his honme;
however, during the period of my ;'esearch he also related
anecdotes -and personal expé‘rie;xce narratives to me ocut side
the Village Store whenever we accidentally met there. During
the 1nterv1ews T was the only person pr{sent as Charlie insisted
‘on interview times when we would be alone in the house 50 that

we could .talk undlsturbed-. Apparently Charhe s w1fe and son

do not share h:LS 1nterest 1n the old days and have probably

Ll -

heard »hlm repeat the same anecdotes several tlmes. His fam11y_',." ,

does not seem to be able to relate to hlS role: as a hlstorlan- '

storyteller or take h1m as ser1ously in such a’ capaqlty as he

takes hlmself

K An analys1s of the total performance c0ntext is 1mportan’c

in understand1ng narratlve. The emphaus in narratlve scholar- o

"_\
Shlp has sh:.fted from textual analys1s to studylng stbqtellmg

.

events as complex commum.catnre events (Georges 1969 : 317)

" The patternlng of performance in an event (Bauman 1975: 290)

' 1s of 1nterest to fOlklOrlStS as well as the degfee of per-

formance to be expected from an 1nd1V1dua1 (Jansen 1965 112)

More spec1f1ca11y the performance of - narratwes w1th1n the .
i

context of normal conversatlon Whlch has generally been neglected

by folklorlsts will. “be consnieted here. ershenblatt G1mb1ett

dlscusses the. appl1cat1on of narranves to the conversatmnal
context in her study ‘of - parables v
Scholars have tended to neglect the type of narratwe

-performanCe in which 4 narrator: embe_ds a tale ina
.Sstretch:of non- narrative discourse. In: such’ cases,

‘the. raconteur- will usually take considerable carté to

fit the partlcular tale to the lmmedlate soc1a1 context

(19752 107 L i SO
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/
Charlie's personal experience narratives and anecdotes stem

from everz,yda)'r conversation and relate specifically to this
"immediate social context". The following conversation was
preceeded by a discussion of Charlie's recent appointment as
town plumbing inspector. He then asked me what I'thovught of .

his hOuse and related anecdotes about a summer re51dent "who

he was, remmded of by a plcture on the wall.
. , -
C. G. So. . .how do yaou 11ke this shanty?

.

. ML Oh th1s place 1s great.‘
S . C. G.- That [pomts to. plcture on wall—-woman w1th w1de \
Canl " brim V1ctorlan hat] - laooks 11ke Mrs., Curtls Gu11d. She ... .
o ; ‘used to wear hats 11ke that.‘ e

M. L. Otheally” ;'4 T

c. G. Qu1te ngrl Mrs. Curns Gu11d. She 11ved up, -
"~as I said; up. on Tudor- Road in A¥ec Lincoln's house.

M. L. Mmmm.

e gl Hifed [reﬁted] it. I was'/up there with 't‘he_.'Colo,n'erl
and ‘good_friend Frank Converse one time. - She had a get-
together up there. Champagne, tool, ‘

M. L. Oh really?

G : €. G. Mmm but...she was qu1te the girl. And I thirdk’
ool Cardinal O'Connell converted: her!' I think he did: I ,
o R " -think she was converted bécause...she lived then at .~ o
- ~ 298 Nahant Road.. ‘She also lived in the house before R

298." As-I say, she’ and o,thers, they‘d rent ‘Thoises. There Y
- I'was qulte a, there was quxte a colony here. [Tape 2:1).

v

In ‘thls case a v15ua1 1mage tnggered off Char11e~s memOry. R

: o : Charhe f1nd5 1t dlfflcult to talk in genera11t1es,
. - ’ 3 .

consequently. he anSWers all questlons spec1f1ca11y usual],y

anecdote form. The follow:.ng anecdote placed w:.thm a d1s-'

cussmn of worklng for the summer re51dents is- typlcal of

b s sreL Lirtadr g B AT A W T A A I TR T R S eyt BT 1
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Charlie's manner of delivery.

M. L. Did any of the summer people come down in the
winter to check on their houses?

C. G. No, very seldom. Spring of the year, yes --
befere they were opened. Like Warren Motley would call
me up. Telephone would ring in the evening you Xnow.

‘Charlie' 'Yes sir' - 'Warren Mstley' I said, 'Yes, I “

know'. 'We better get started down there [opening the

-sumner house, turning on the water]® [laughs] I said;

'We've already started.' -I'd go- down, do whatever I |
. ‘thought was necessary, you know--no orders. Of course
. those days are' gone T1iow. : ' o

Charlie is very conscious of fitting his experiences into the

- flov of conversations. . Such a pattern is s;ffniila‘r to Small's

. findirggs'-t‘hat personal experience narratives fﬁnctio’nto’s_ub'—

’ -

stantiate conversation ‘ﬁhich._imxﬁedidte‘ly preceeds the narra-

tive (1971:148). _+ - . C

Charlie's stories are oriented around histories of the

‘od houses and their occupants.” There is an easy interchange

between historical information and personal experience narra-’
tive as the following tape transcriptien indicates:

But as I say now,.George Abbott James [summer
resident] he had a butler, Pat Rice. And that James
house--there was a fire going in that all winter,
‘furnace fire. - Unoccupied and no water in it but...

 (What was the point of keeping the furnace going?)
Well, it was .a 'granite house, of course, and to keep
the. dampness: oit. (Qh. I see, yeah)' And -George Abbott
James- was ‘véry.,.he was very particular, and hé was
-quite the.man, a little different. ‘He had one child--

. Ellerton was, oh, big husky man. He had whiskers [laughs].

My old boss' house up here [Pond Street], Shaugh-
‘nessy...my father and 1 were putting.a new heater in.
Took. out ‘the old hot:.air furnace-so boss wanted a good
foundation .so.we had to get some stones_to fill that hole
wp... And we' hdd a small Ford ‘truck then. My father Said
. 'Go.over to Willow Beach' .you know, where’/you go to Tony

A  Conig's [Conigliaro's nightclub] therg? (Mrim, right). 'A' ,

- “[coughs] All you got to do is throw them [stones] in,
no-carrying.- But he [father]-said 'If anybody asks - ¢

you where you're getting’them, tell them, tell them you're

.’ LI L : B B : i _)
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, getting them from Mr. Shaughnessy's beach down. ..
’ Short Beach.' Because he [Shaughnessy] owned those
houses in there, and he did claim the beach. Whether
he did own it or not I don't know. ,
‘ But he said...the original...Alonzo Lewis did
- some surveying for the town. The town didn't have any
monies to pay him so they gave him that piece of pro-
perty in lieu of money. (Oh yeah?)} For the work that
he did. Shaughnessy told me his father bought the pro-
' perty from Lewis. Now Lewis had a deed from the town
of Nahant so that made it sacred, I guess.
-But I had the truck backed, up to the door wup
there [at Shaughnessy's] and who came along but Ellerton
James and his coachman, Eagen in a democrat wagon. Eller-
——tonwwas, driving. ' He was going that way [foints west -
tovdrds out of town]. Pulled up the horse. Of coutse,
: they were all round beach stones’, you ‘knov. And I'm
. just trying to.bring out Hoy partlcular they [summé&r
. -people] were in those days.. And...'Where are. you gettmg
;those Stones, those- beach stones, sonny?' he ‘said’ to me.
- I-said, 'Down Mr. - ughnessy's ‘beach down there, S8hort i
Beach*' [ajthough’ heb%d gotten then off Willow Beach].
'0h, oh, alrnight. ' Giddyup'.
If ry fathér hade't’ tlpped me off, I would've told
him [both laugh] because it's a Bye Law you know. You're
not supposed to take stones off the beach (Tape 2:1].

In this story Charlie begms with a dlSCUSSlOn of a summer resi-
dent' and the partlculars of his house, then? swltches to a

: : personal experience narrative involving the deception of the

same suxixﬁer rgs:_ldent. Besides relating such specific incidents
concerﬁing ‘sur'nmer Pegpleh,A Charlig icnowé all the details of

theit households , their ‘occupations, énd,even the circumstances &

of their death although most of them d1d not die in ‘Iahant

Along with placing. a narrative in a sultable ‘social con~

e g

text so that the tran51t1on from conversation to narratlve : .

is smooth Charlie (;lso\aware of what is approprmte to tell

B }
k dependmg on t settlng and the aud1ence. Th1s pomt is analo- ': § ’
. : ¥ P S
7 gous to Hyn}es concept of the Acceptable 01‘ Appropnate as a. ‘i .
dlmensloxi of performance as: he notes that "the “felation between ? ! o
- P o ‘ . . - : IS
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s

the possible and contextually doable is itself specific to

a community’™ (1975:16). Charlie not only fits his narratives
to the context of the conversation but, as with storytellers
in general, also to the mores of the community. Therefore,
he would not relate any of his off-color stories to me ds a
female. He adjusts his regerto'ire to thé audience depending
on their age, sex, and relationship to him.

Like most ‘creative s%ory’téllers Charlie embellishes his

narratives.. One Nahanter remarked about his insistence on

exaggerating'things, "If'iit sounds better to say they_weré all =

dronk, then .he“ll s{ay it" [Field Notes June 30, 19757. ThlS
idéa/of exaggeration 't'ies in with Cothran's discussion of .
pragmatic truth in oral history which deals witlfx'how-pepple

narrate and shape their history rather than whether aor not -

what informants relfte really did happen (1972:3-4§. However,

Charlie is to a degree conscious of his exaggerations as he

alternates from the role of historian to storyteller, but he
is seridus about the history of the town. He also deliberately
exaggeratés ‘certain ‘points for dramatic effect and incidental

humor [see .13'.‘130 nShe'd been there for one hundred years as

. Warren's maid"]. - Following our second interview he -said he

1

; could' tell me "fairy tales" but that what he was telling me

was "the truthv-1008" [Field Notes June 30, 1975]. Even so, .
Charlle eas11y alternates between pragmatlc truth and hlStOl‘lC
fact 1n hlS speechJ A further point in his performance style

whlch combmes hlS roles as h1stor1an and narrator is lus
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unelicited spelling of peoples’ surnames. This practice is
i1y keeping with his insistence on facts and detail from a

historic viewpoint.

b

Another aspect of his performance style is Charlie's use-

*

of gesture and facial expressions which are of wvital impor-

tance to the narratives and to the listeners appreciation of

s

these. He uses explanatory and imitative gestures to demon-

.

strate ‘what is happening in the,story and to make it .moré

imediate tdi ‘the aﬁdience (e,.g.,'see' Dégh l969:184; ]jelargy

©+1945:16; Sandor 1964 : 526) He of ten puts. hlmself in the .part -

of a character in a local legend:. During the e‘ncap's_ula;ed

retelling of the following story concerning a summer. resider_1t

who lived off his wife's income, Charlie pantomimed the action.

And I think I told you about George Abbott [James].

When he needed a little money he'd put the red shawl

over him and start tp shiver [laughs) and get Mrs. in

ubt good humor. [so she would take pity on him and

give him some money]: [Tape 5:1].
Charlle, vhile relating rt 1s story, was sitting in a rocklng
chair Wthh had an afgan over the back, and as he talked about
the red shawl, he pulled at the afgan to reinforce the mental
picture. He.makes use of characteristic gestures of the per-
sonalities in his narratives, and this rﬁimi‘crir enhances the
humor of the story. ‘ ‘

Nodding and winking servé to further emphasize and

_explain. certain points in the story Forfi‘nstance, in telling =

the story about tapping the candy man_[see p. 136‘] Charlie,

when ‘he came to the part ab‘ ut the candy man belng half stewed,,

said 1nstead that the man’ was "pretty tlred [wink]" [Tape 9 2]

2




Any 1local person was expected to know the significanceqf “that
wink, amd Charlie did not feel that it would be pfrjoper te Tl
tell me directly that the man was drunk or even "stewed". It
is ix;npogtant to study the total performance event rather than

just the text of a narrative to determine its relationship to " T~

"the 1locale. ’

9

. '. .‘ " ‘-l N - N ] - ) 0 -
_ Along w1th his use of gestures, Charlie's Voice imita-
.,v . ] v o
, .lions and 1ntonation Qatterns are an mteg’ral part of hls

A o 'narratn’resﬁ. He doés not’ always 1ntroduce exchanges of conver-

- X - . a

sation in stories w1th "He said®or "I said", but’ the dlffer-

ence .in ‘the voices n?akes it clear which personality is, speaking.

- N
. .

~ The wice 1m1tat10ns add 2 great deal to the humor 6f the
' ‘3
stories as Charlle excellently mimics the partlcular accent

of specific Boston summer péople [see p.130 "Wait a minute.'\“ !
Wait a minute! Your're driving Teresa(w)"]., Instead of
speakiﬁg "in his own wo‘r'ds,.Charlie frequently uses single' o .
sént‘ence quqﬁes of people long sinice dead to’express his

. feéiings. Thus, when the telephone rang during one of our

interviews Charlle in getting up to answer the phone remarked,

""As Agnus McGrath would say, My stockbroker s <;a111ng me''.

. [Tape '5:2]; "I‘h,is_t'g;chnique along with his cho‘lce “°,f, words

adds trémendously to fhe humorous affect of the story. In-

."v ' relat1ng a story sbout an argument wh1ch developed between hi’s
boss and a local woman when Shaughnessy mqved his plumblng
shop very c105e to the woman's house, Charlie stated, g C L “ el

o ' speak. 1n the vernacular, She ‘blew her top" [Fleld Notes June

1 i Lo
Yot . ti
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1

A : AP ' : :
12, 1875}. Another apt phrase was .included in the story of

. ‘ Charlie's father encountering a summer resident in the bat'h--
room [p. 120). Instead of simply stating that she was sitting

\\\\on the toile't, Charxlie said, ”The Queen was on the b
e . ‘ 1+

pomt across. , .. “~~:--~m.\ .

\Charlle s anecdotes and personal °exper1enc’é narratlves

r

v generally stem from normal conversatmn and the agtual per- o

O for‘ﬁt’ance event needs to be understood as well as the perfor-

’ .
4

"-j"' B . mange style already noted..As Charl:l..e talks about the hlstor}’ S

%f the town alternatmg betWeen detalls of the old homes his
7 ‘
personal experlences., and short anecdotes, his att:\.tude toward

e " the a.ud1ence changes as he assumes the pose of performer in

the narratives (see Jansen 1965:112-113). He talks very

sldwly and interrupts his narrative to make sure that the

audience is familiar with thé geograph1c and physical settlng, o S

.
[see - p.- 137). His phrases in descrlblng action are curt. In ) ‘ Lﬂ

oo relatmg a personal experlence story, Charlle 1s transported C . e,

>

back through time, and he rellves the ‘incident. . Plcturlng

'events in’ hlS mlnd,A hlS en;oyment of re11v1ng the eplsode is - : |

; transferred to the llsotener as he gets a tw1nkfe in his eye

DY

-

in a flash of memory..

-~

LT ' The humor ILH hls narratlves 15 ev1dﬂnt ‘from the start and

centers on hls narratlve performanCe of falrly mundane tasks
& . .
.of a tradesman and h;s 1nteract1on w1th employex’s- The followlng Y

-

personal experlence story deallng w1th a“ summer. res1dent w111

serve t,o pomt out many‘ aspects of hlS performance style as’

W e & e i arr
B
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‘ well as hmt at the tOtal performance event = : R

Ty , ) Oh, she was a tartar [stubborn person‘allty] -1 was i
0 A putt1ng a‘new furndce in down: there one tme—-she e e i ¢
. - " couldp't keep -a maid, you know." -(Oh- no?} . Oh they . = o

oy : . were coming, and g01ng all the time. (She was tao ’ S £
N " .+ particular?) Oh; no mops--couldn't use’a map J.m the " B o B By
3 TR . * ..+ house. . Had to be a floor cloth.: The ‘girls [ma¥ ds] - Ty %@

N " had to. gef down on ‘their hands aid ¥peées. - That was . . R S
e TN . ° - . Ta ritual. So...new furnace, all” connected, smoke pipe : '% i

e "-:_and everyth:.ng Brand-new furnace. ' Ofcourse, in . e A

i . ' “those days I; like all of them, I 'smoked you knmow, * . o, -

R o : o1garettes ~And I'm right in froht of the furnace and \ i
A © . every time I'd-draw I'd blow.the smoke into the, into - N\ ; ik

v the furnace knowing [how particular woman was]...anH ' TR I i
s .1 had.a helper with. me. I cowld.tell by the steps /. . o sl
£ 5 e . upsta:.rs. 1 sald - '1-think Mrs. Lovering is ‘coming' - °~ . | 3 A
- ;. e -down to seé  me' So -1 ‘ducked- [threw away] the c1garette L BN L }
w77 butt. T-had a candle lighted. ' She came-to-the furpace + .~ "\ 5% 5
. t. I room. door. .She -said,. 'Somebody's” smoking down here._ g 6% = G ¥
et WO UL T sald 1You must smell this. candle Mrs. Loveripg:'. & .. ° RN 5 -
e IR e 4 She sald' 'I smell. mgarette smoke, . and 1 don't wa.nt any LT : =l
e ‘-'. more.‘of 1t.v ‘I said, 'Very-well': [laughs]. Soshe-: ' . R 1 ]
o o went away.. But she and 0 get along -'The, boss 'coul.dnlt e Ak .
- get along w1t}1 her [Tape 2:1;; ST B P s
‘o T e vl : _,.ﬂ A e . ." J' o “ . e ": Lo ‘. "v -t
L S Here a demanding personallty promotes a humorous .experlenoe RPN 0
M ‘_. narratwe wh1ch demonstrates the narrator s easy handlmg of " g A3 ="
e h T thq s1tuat1on. Charhe 1muates the: hUmor of the performance R
E ‘:'.:x \‘,,"':*' ’ by statmg that the summer resxdent was é "tartar" hls term v ' B "a“ ’
) .- for particularly Stubborn a-nd d1£f1cu1t people. He cdnt;mues o
et . to set - the® humorous cor;text of the story by statmg that the IEVRIELEE ' ) i
. e LT . VA -,.A " R Y . .é 8 W
o ma:.ds ~worked -as. floor cloths.,. As well as creatmg th1s humorOus .~ ¥
o 1mdgery the analogy 1s apt as., :Lt demonstrates thé strenous . _i’;«-: , ’ :
work of the summer. help 3 Charhe wh»s £011ed 1n*h15 attempt i };' i s
e, "- '_ to outsmart th:.s woman by blowu‘tg the smoke- from hls cxgarette ‘ P e
D R VS “' ' L
’ \ g s -'/ :mto the new ,furnace gnd then te111ng her thait she must smell i :.- :
. ol :'the burn:.ng candle. but he de11ghts ’in relwmg the event. : 4 -
s ‘ : . - ,;.‘ PJre s 2, N 2 . .-_ ‘ ”
T e TN the ev‘ent,,becomes 1mmed1a7e to the hstener one antic:.pates o .
; X = ) . '5,',' " ‘,.‘.*‘."rt“.':'."“ e By '_:,'f.-'.'_'f ] ' | N
0 sl IR N ) - gt
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- .to1re are 1n33uded to Jllustrate hls pérformance style.

Mrs. Lovering coming down into. the basément. Charlie's

mitation of .the angry, precise; and no nonsense voice of

)
o 5

this womaniis the c¢limax of the story.

Be51des storles concernlng the summer res1dents, Charlle s

repertoire centers around topics such as local characters,
AR LA C -

the sea, Prohlbltlon, -and’ 1nc1dents wh1ch occurred out51de of

Nahant.‘ Except for-storles told about hls navy days, Charlie's

.

- repert01re focuses on lacal. events, and as a locaily recog-

3

‘e

n1zed storyteller he is best known for h1s personal expérlence-

‘narratlves and anecdores.. There Jre many set pleces 1n h1s

reperto;re,‘and some of these are hnown by plot outllne to °

vers1ons‘of'Char11e s narratlves collected 1n'1965 and those

.
e

T collected in.‘975 although some of the earller stor;es havq‘“{l"

moved from hlS actlve to 1nact1ve‘repert01re. Related to th1s,

po1nt 15 Goldste1n s obseryatlon that "at any partlcular tlmef

<
e

in fhé‘llfe of a trad1t10n bearer...;.some of the 1tems 1n hlS

’ o

rcpertory are actlve and others are 1nact1ve" (1971 63)

N »‘.,

o .

P

Wh11e

311 hlm--Jxmmy Sw1ft.‘:H

A5 Al Johnson used to
_could:walk faster'n he
used’.to peddle: along ‘[on- his. ‘bicycle} ‘with: ‘the. 1adder
~you. know; to. llght the street lamps—-Jlmmy 6W1ft [Tape

10: 2]

tould. Tun :[both laugh]. '-He __”U 3:adi. e

s
[W2AD
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- tives, and Charlie makes good use of such stories in his "

- repertoire as demonstrated.ln another story concern1ng the

1amp11ghter. \

) il W O'Connor was waked down'ln his house in
N ) Spring Road just above the garage. He was road
' . * surveyor here and...took®care of the ash Temaval
7 and,..P. J. was Patrick J. 0'Connor. He originally-
'was caretaker up at the Club ‘[Nahant Club} grounds
years ago. -

-+ 80, Jimmy came in...and of course, he was indoc-
il trinated at home what to do when he went into the, .
: . ‘ into the room-where P. J. was laid put. Go over and'
o ' _ 'Jlmmy I suppose they ‘tell him 'kneel down and say . . ..

N R - @ rayer -and'.. ,so0' I was talkxng.to Mart O'Connor,. orie

“.of "the sons., .And Jlmmy came’ in [chuckleé] and Jimmy -

walked over to the piano, ¥nelt down ‘in front of the -
And-1 said to Mart-<this:is actual factl-- .8

.... . L . . u‘-{

e T “:piano.
SR T 'i 'said, *Look -at. Jimmy over there's He knelt down in - .
eoaree e 70 L front cof the’ planon..Mart went over to: him and-he 5aid o

w '*-'-'*- 'Jlmmy‘,he»says fthis is’the pmano. ' 'By dang it! 1s,h .
e T st aintt 4608 [ehuckles] e v : 8 . PENDL
PR R vfw,~°'t=:~i They were characters'-[Tape 10 2] ’v.',”ﬁ' I: “"_“

=1 AR W, E personal experl

S ; Char11e beg1ns the narrat1ve by g1V1n§ back@round 1nf@rmat;on

i ';- on the characters and ant1e1pates the humorous eplsode by {""'

i S chuckllng to h1mse 1.

*»

n"'

e -u
i »

In statlng tﬂat_the 1nc dent is "actual“

a8 K d

]
4»#!

: .f~. . i fact" he feels the story merits atten 1¢n.- Along w1th the

= .
i

ehce narratives 51m11ar to the pne c1ted above,

”For 1nstante,

-

3 oF s -

- s - .

Charl1e relates legends about local characters"

- -

N ’.

‘~-bathroon in'town'and who afte: taklng hls bath would chmb a m;

i e he ;ells storzes abOut one man who&e refag;ves

’

had the only

D ' treetto dry off H-Charlie notes that this same IOCaI man 1s 2
i .‘ ‘, E ' N o AERE :.‘ * T ' .
) t"'- sa1d on hot days to have baked oatmeal cookxes on the szde- «;:W . :

P

-t-.

.

e

. § w walk [Fleld Notes June 12,,1975]

i stor1esf1nv01v1ng a local character was that of the

N e
1
o

e
.

,waterzng =?

Another example of Charlie“s :ﬂ"ﬁ
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Charlie has'many fecollections, most of them humorous,
o ‘ of iliegal.activities in town during Prohibition. -Since the
o ' summer pepple owned much of the shore'front property, it was
on their land that many'of the shipments were unloaded. In
one instance when Charlie heard of a load deliberately d ped
" 0£f East Point by a ‘speed boat belng pursued by the Coag%
Guard, he and hlS frlends used grapnels to try to retrleve the
11quor whxch was . transported in burlap sacks [Tape 5¢ 1] Charlie *
i‘ relates the followxng 1nc1dent about telephone wires to a .
summer house belng cut ‘so’ that the cleanlng woman 11v1ng in .
ni: Z;“- the house could not alert authorltles in case she saw.the - "th~ J:}3
‘:,f .;-:nﬁ smuggled 11quor belng unloaded at the wharf nearby.;be_.fga
,‘uah o ';."‘{' There was:‘a woman cleanlng Dudley Fay s house
Sl LT at the time. Of course; the only thing they. do;in :

A . A‘that..,there was. a load [11quor] cdmlng in down in . Sa
‘e . 77 Ned:'John--where Ned -Johnson is.now.. Of’ course, the ,": P

) .~ " only. thing to do_was’ to cut the telephone wires in. eee T ','ﬁf
Qe + .’ .case.this woman-~this. was laté at night--in’ case - ° L
L - . she wanted 'to report the activity;’ she couldn t very s e Y
T well without' 2 telephore. - And:.." .~ - U 1
Catt " “But -thé government uh thought that a11. that ' co
R e 11quor they brought in. was frt for beverage purposes e e h§ .
: [Tape 10: 2] “:ﬂfA,\ S . S g %5
. . 3 ) i ' =~ . . y 5,:‘?
L L Char11e s flnal statement notlng an off1c1al p051tlon regard1ng E
K | llquor, though humorouS/ also serves to condone hlS own 1nvolve-'§f? '
'ment 1n obtalnlng 11quor durlng Prohabltlon. Thensummer re51-."~ﬂ-,[ X
e (': S dents seem to have heen completely unaware that thelr shore »5 et ‘ :
3 ‘ front property was belng ubed and sometlmes abuSEd dur1ng thxs ' P ,
Char11e also tells 1egends of . shlpwrecks as well as ' e ;
camer ashore dun\g ﬁ ".' Pl
. m!-“ . o LR 4 .
£ N - \ ~

’
1R o 5
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\"-'

his own lifetime. The following anecdotes concern two schooners

which were wrecked on Nahant in the early 1900s.

J. L. .Do you know of any shipwrecks or famous events
on the waterfront? .

C. G. Well, I remember the Francis A. Rice that

landed--on Saunders ledge--1 think that was a two-

masted schooner,..that landed there and was out there

for a long time. And two of the local boys, John

Butler and Dick Walton decided it was there long
_enough. And after they had retrieved everything

that was’ worth retrieving they took five gallons of.

gasoline out’ there and saturated it and were very

fortundte in gettlng -0ff the boat themselves after
,'touchxng the Francis-A. Rice off: .

* ' _Then:there was another’, I/recall Royal Wllson

will remember this: John Taylor down -on .Groves Point.
Ivve forgotten the name.of ‘the boat.: We got in: the =
.. dory; Saturday afternoon and we 'used to f£loat ‘down, . /.-
.. “you know.. We got over thére :[to the" wreck] and ae .

. decided -ve'd takea: 1look at-that wreck...got up onto

, the ‘beach w1th the dory, got out of: the doxy, and. | -

- we're ‘laoking: ‘the wreck over. “Just “to look' 1tﬁgver.ﬁ

‘We weren't there.to salvage anythlng\but there®was a' .. ' :;?:

AT watchman" down there. watching that ship. . And. he saw . C
it”,us,,we were  getting down: toward the dory and ‘he.came: -
- .running down with.a- pistol. . He:gaot -down to” the dory_ - "
‘and we- had I think a rifle and two shotguns [for gunnlng]
~ . .- :Wetdidn't have anythlng from the wreck 501 guess he: .
A dSCIded we weren t steallng anythlng [J L January 30
1965] ) B R

O

Char11e 1s not the only person 1n town who tells legends of
shlpwrecks ‘6t bad storms, however, ha.ls one of thellast as .
fﬁ\ﬁgf the two' men mentxoned 1n the prev1ous story have both dled 7-”

A f1na1 aspect of Charlle 5 repertOLre Wthh w111 be men-
s

t1oned only 1n pass1ng 1s hlS Suggestlve or off color stor1es.‘. -

47 As noted 1n chapter one I was not able to dbllect_these narra-

tlves dlrectly from Charlle, but a few- had been recorded in 5Qu:l-'

1965 {and I had heard some from my father. Even so, noue of

hls storles 1n thls category are exp11c1t1y bawdy As w1th

R L
= . . PR
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much of his other mater1a& he infers a great deal 1eav1ng
the. llstener to exerc1se his lmaglnatlon.

: "I remember in recent years, well I'd say within 3
’ _ twenty-five years [ca. 1945], I remember one day I '~
was up by the post office and the ambulance come
down by the...the old ambulance--George Cole was
driving. And I thought there was something 1nterest1ng
' so I followed it. And down Lodge's cove somebody
brought a body in. I thought it was might [?] in a
net, but it was.pretty well decomposed. And Penelope
' Curtls and her sister Margaret--this was in the summer,
- .. You kriow--and. two or three more of the summer group
- ‘were. there. It was either Penelope or Margaret Curtis

. ., who-said.to- George Cole,:'ls it a man or a woman?' And
_ George says,.'It's a man.' . Well, it was pretty well -
:decomposed, you: know.-.'How can you tell?'.: -'Oh!, George .

S . says,.'Varlous ways. Various. -Ways:. [laughter]...varlous
G ways, varlous ways [laughter] [S P,. May 16 1965]

h15 part1cu1ar story 1nd1cates certaln a§pect5 of Char11e 5. Tftf'

B nstance hlS curios—;{J;-’

personallty and style of narrat1on. For

.f;-}: -h:"‘ - 1ty leads h1m 1nto 51tuat10ns of whlch most people would not

| be aware.\ h1s is part of the reason why he always knows;.

. what 1s golng on ar0und town. Ib is. not surprlslng that .he

2 | . followed the ambulané; to flnd out fLrst hand what was happenlng
Hls inference to the 1dent1f1cat10n of the sex of the corpse

.Fif' ‘ j'. 1eaves the 115teners 1mag1natlon free to thxnk whatever they

'33;,‘ - want. \Moreover, the f1na1 repetltlon "var10u5 ways, varlous o ;1_3; ‘f E;;;

ways" is 1n.resp0nse to the lgughter the story prompted whlch

=]

.'ffff' -f‘ g demonstrates that the story was we11 performed ind. rece1ved.. 1_':'1.:

Another of’Char11e 5" off color storles whxch 1 heard

secondhand 1nvol%d"the m.ght aCt1v1ty of dlggmg a hole to :';:}'_: ; . '

ggf o L repalr.some underground,plpes.- U51ng a candie to,see what he -

was d01ng, Charlle ha& almost flnlshed the JDb when he droppedf'

AT B sn i TSR W TPAT S g s fe b 8 L
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of his reach. He'gid not feel ghat he could let it burn itself
out 50 making sure that no one was around, he solved the prob-

lem by urinating on.the candlé. In telling the story, Charlie

stressed his resourcefhiness [Field Notes June 12, 1975].
Fiheily the psychological imhortance of the narratives
to the narrator must be considered especially because of the
“;t. j personal'satisfection Charlie gets from relating memorates.
:ﬁhf’_ ‘ ‘."Oh a generai basis he feels that there was no friction between

the summer people and’ the townspeople even though 1nC1dents ﬂ%
‘1&;;} S relates const1tutenbases of confllct.: BeCause of the humor— |
s R ". o ‘/‘

ous content and except10na1 performa%ce style' hls storles tend

to negate any soc1a1 dlfferEnce oT, any tradesman c11ent dlffl-iﬁiﬁ”

;r' ? cu1t1es and promote the 1mpress1on that the two gfoups 1nter-

{

?; acted 1nformally Wthh 1n faot was not generally the case. ‘;ff“

Through hls,l1fet1me 1nVOIVement w1th the summer people Char11e
‘was’ well aware of dls repanC1es between h15 11fe style and that
o . of the Boston people. To compensate for thlS fact hls stor1esi

o,

functlon‘to portray h1m as equal 1n status to the summlr people,

~ , a

',jf_ﬁ S an unreallstlc posltlon._ Char11e hemoans the pa551ng of the

oo "old school" or the "old guard" as he refers to the summer iqff'

“?'Lfa L group as Well as the passlng of the "good old qeffersonlan days" iﬁ;‘ z 'i

‘LIA

In speaklng abOut some:of the old summer r651dents, Char11e :H‘;ﬁ"i.i: . ;1ff

.says nThey were qu;te the grOup, qulte the group...aS‘; remem~ L:"?i)
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sibllity for performing that tradi‘tion (1975:6%9). Charlie

Gallery belongs in the latter group as he is practically -

°

, the last active bearer of narrative tradition based on the

_ summer resort phase of the town. .Because of his age, memory,

'

and powers of observation le can provide‘material which no

one else in town can {cf. Carey 1970:87). ~That part of his

repeftoire dealing witﬁ stories about the summer people demen~
" strate aspehté of thé.rEiationship‘betweeh the townspeople and
.summer people., Charlle s narratlve stmle dnd - hlstorlc know-

f ledge have galned h1m local recogn1t10n as both 2 storyteller

and hlstorlan, however, 1n order to apprec1ate and fully under-:;

H o

Stand<h15 storles, one must w1tness them be1ng performed. As

well as functlonlng as entertlanment and substantlat1ng conver-“'

0

“_ satlon, these partlcular esoterlc exoterlc personal experxence

T e i

narratlves serve as a means of re1e351ng tens1on of the per—'

-

manent populatlon and of equatlng what 1oca1 people reallze as’
 two sqcrallynd;stlng;'groups, oL ’,
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NOTES TO CHAPTER VI

>

* 1 This was in the time whed the Bostoi people continued
the custom of closing the blinds in the heat of the day, and
one of the maids in the household would be responsible for
this daily ritual. . ¢

- Ny

2 The parade always went to Mary Russell's housg because
she’ gave an annual: check to the fire department's relief, fund
in gratltude for their having saved'her house in the flre of
1896 which destrayed six summer houses near her own. The
parade route changed in’ the .1930s. to incorporate. a, ceremony
at the cemetery: since £he diminished size of Mary Russell's
. checks no longer warranted Thuting the whole parade up to East-

,Ponnt.v‘.A - oL U el ‘ . }
. . ' 'v/,z' . L
3 o e ’ ' - A
ThlS plumber took over'fharlle s bu51ness as hi's own ]
'durlng the war wifich led to’ hard, feellngs betwaen the two men,
,an4 these fee11ngs per51st today., . : , :

. T "‘..

'{ 4 Among the town offlces he held, Charllé served as call
flreman, a p051t1on of prlje and respon51b111ty R \
- The b1111ard hall was the only bu11d1ng of the’ Nahant N
_‘Hotel left standing 1qto ‘the 19005,.and it was used by Lodge
‘as & lrbrary
6 Charlle S complalnts 1nc1ude arthrrtls, ulcers “whigh

he ‘has had -for. years, ‘and cataracts-in. both eyes. wh1ch prevent
him from readlng as much as he. would llke. L . .

- -

et

% :"-Th1s quote is Charlle\s*¥e551on of the final 11ne of
zJaqueshseven .ages'of man’speech’ in: As’ You Like It Ti:vii

T ;fﬂ*where the ‘final: stage of Tife.is that:of an old man. "Sans- ' .
R teeth, 5%95 eyes, sans, taste ‘sans everythlng"(Latham 1975 57)

¢ g .

'-to Ub coff1n containing. husband. and father who has: .gone, t@ city

‘,fo;‘an operatipn: THey: bury it at £pnera1 dig it up | agaln when

¥ o L. L -

hé'returns from 01ty. TR S el T

‘

o 'p
cf.,Baughman J1772 15. 1* Crated parlor organ is’ thought




CONCLUSION -

~N

In investigating a resort community sech as Nahant, one
is aware that the history of the permanent community and the
‘resort era are interrelated. A resort almost as long as it
has been a place of permanent residence, Nahant changed gradually
from a fashionable summer resort to»strictly a'year-round
community.' The permanent populatlon grev con51stent1y and
'reflected reglonal 1mmigratron. The town 5 resort develop-

-

'““ment“went-fuLLA; 1nn1n asAa healthful resort in the

17005, peaklng as a fashlonable waterlng place 1n the m1d

1800§, establlshlng Ltself as a re51dent summer colony for Coen

Boston 43eople, and f1na11y decllnmg 1n the 19205 as estates S

were broken up and the summer houses w1nter12ed. Because of
Jits proxlmlty to Boston Nahant was one of the earl1est~east
coast summer resorts, however, lts development was 51m11ar 1n

many ways to other proanent Unlted States resorts of the’

late 18008, - . . - . ¢
Townspeetle depended on the seasonal econom1c base of the

resort 1ndustry but Were foftunate in: hav1ng an 1ndustrlal

.

E center next door 1n Lynn where 1ncrea51ng numbers of 1oca1

people became 1nVO1ved 1n the’early 19005 as Nahant w1th

- 0 -

1mproved transportatlon lost‘lts former 1501at10n. Through

1ts summer res1dents the town has been closely assoc1ated w1th

-~ 4 A y

Boston and is" now w1th1n that c1ty's metropolltan area.r-TheJ

fl

economlc factors whlch affetted

prlmary hrstoric, soclal, .

.
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Boston and all New‘England were the same ones which were
’ manifested in various ways in Nahant. Because of thé increased

number of variables, factors of social change and status in a

. . .
resort community are .complex.

Such general processes of social change as industrializa-
tion,_urbanization, and bureaucratization were evident in'
Nahant and promoted th£ ttensition from small town to suburb.

It is evident,that faetors euchiAS.familf position and commundty
:.“.v~ , i 1nvolvement are mpre 1mportant 1n "Nahant in determ1n1ng status

I - than factors of occupatlon and 1ncome. -Local 50C1al stratle

'flcatlon'was dlscussed and 1t was’ shown how Boston people who

settled permanently 1n the town were 1ncorporated into that

) ,system. '“' : '. o f ' "," :

o : Since th1s study deal; pr1mar11y with the reconstruction
of the per1od before 1950, a few factors contrlbutlng to the

":i‘ current make™- up of the town should be considered. Today ‘

fewer people are as"I/tlve as preV1ously in town affa1rs as

Town meetlng,’

the towu 15 no 1onger a close knlt co n1ty.

-ﬂ:_" once so 1mportant in the soc1a1 as wgll as polltlcal life of

Py o 'the tuwm has lost much of 1ts v1tallty Most local people

i :‘and recreatlon and, consequently, take advantage of. ‘the’ prox-'

"\ 1m1ty of urban centers.

‘..A

of a small town, 1t 1s pr1mar11y a dorm1tdry commun1ty for.

Boston and the surroundlng area.

s

- fno 1onger depend on the town: ‘to prov1de both the1r occupatlons e

Although Nahant retalns many aspectsf o

RS In reconstructlng the end of the Boston summer colony ae Lo

SV et

1 - e e R gt eh S
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‘\\\\ a period in the town's social development, 1 had to contend ~ - .~
. with informants remenbering Oniy the good old days. Concerning
the relationship between the summer people and Nahanters,

close questioning was essential in order to determine each -
individual's perception and degree of distortion of the period
before the Sepond World War. Social interaction was demon-
’Strated'through bu51ness and informal relatlonshlps. The
tradesman cllent relationships specifically. document the

dlfferlng lyée htyles of the summer re51dents and the towns- -

.Q;f" R people. It beeame apparent through ny fleldwork that whatever

. :fr;ctlon resulted from the 1nteract10n of the two dlstlnct
‘./- . ;_ - “'\ i N s
R : groups was 1n part compensated for throughranecdotes and per~ : S

sonal experlence narrat1ves about deallngs with the summer

T °

residents. Over a f1fty‘year perlod most feellngs-of tensxon‘x'f' .%:

~and ‘resentment . between the tyo groups Were forgotten.

to The’ narratlve section -of thlS study dealt w1th the exper-

ST . . iences o£ Nahanters w1th summer people of wea&th and prestlge o
whOAWere often g centrlc and'hard;to please. Only.certaln el e
creatlve 1nd1v1 ug s 1n the’ town can relater such experlences

CECTPIEE . in narratlve form« Furthermore, as the Boston summer colonf
(Y Cot . N

'7?5~ﬁ S had ended by Wor1d Wa

i

only a very few people-umvolved 1n '{_.‘ §

the summer‘bu51ness are st111 11v1ng The summer res1dent :" wtt

-\‘

AR B subJect matter 1n such narratlves denotes add1t10na1 1mp11

tions of thls study notably the need for further 1nvest1gatlon

. 2
"‘c. . 3.

B ';1‘ of thellmpact Qf seasonal populatlons on 1oca1 narrat1ve tradl-'

thQ\ Such Studles w0u1d take 1nto,ac;ount changes in the T Ji]}.:

B e R T Y e S




+

167

total’ 11fe style of communities which depend to a large degree
on seasonal industries. Other communicativé forms such as
jokes about vacationers could be profitably studied in gerns
of esoteric—exoteric factofe in folklore.

The era of resort hotels, estates, large summer homes,
and servants has passed and Nshant's resort era is not
typlcal of - contemporary summer resorts in Whlch the small lake-
side cottage predomlnates. However, the contlnued meortance
of a\seasonal economlc base to year round commun1t1es remalns‘
and 1s ev1dent throughout New England. “ C ' B u'd

[ .
In reference to my. mai ‘ nformant, ment1on should be made

0 - -

of the 1mportance of smudylng the role of ‘an 1nd1v1dua1 1n
the communlty both as the 1nd1v1dual percelves this and as, he

‘or she 15 assessed by fellow ‘townspeople. Had I not ellclted

information about Charlie Gallery from other Nahanters, I.might:

have accepted hlS perceptlon of himself as a busy and st111
1mportant 1nd1vmdual 1n the fown Although he 1s recognlzed
as a storyteller and resPected for his h15tor1cal knowledge,
he 1s not taken serlously by most local people and Has only

[y

a- small audlence for h1s narratlves.T Along w1th‘study1ng

his’ p051t10n fh town, it is, clear that locally accepted 1nter-’1-

: actlon and the total soc1al context must be examlned.,f‘."'

Folklor1sts need to study in depth perSOnal experlence

narratlves 1n terms of performance and communicatlon. aPersonal

experlence storles as they develop out, - of ndrmal conversatlon ;y

B ,‘u'

are v1tally 1mportant 1n understandlng,soc1a1 1nteract10n.-

G e
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i

They function as entertainment and as a means of substantiating
. . W e .

conversation as well as fulfillmemt of certain psychological

neer of the narrator. The personal experience narrative -

.. .
“ . .
) . ‘ N

explains a greéat deal about the narrator as well as the culture;

/

- order to determlne the 51gp1f1cance of the genre. Therefore,

_however, the culture and region must also be understood in

- | -

- \ 3
it is 1mperat1ve that the uotal socwal context and the hlsm s .
¢ ' torlcal development of that context“be studied in order to - v R
. 2 ar . n. E
e S understand 1n£1uences affectlng the pé&formance of the persqnal RN
[e] . . T
o ' .experlence narratxve. . 0”' . ) Vx. e e
) '.:J‘ , . B 3 . . .“: !‘
R - N £
@ . o —— . R
“a - ~ ' r . R v “ N °
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" Chmonological T:able, of Local Events*

‘L"‘The V1k1ng, Thorwald supposed to have visited Nahant.‘

Céptam John Smlth at . ‘\!ahant._
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Three,,houses on Nahant‘ S

F1rst hotel bu:nlt at Nahant-~The Castle, Bass Pomt

[ Flrst summer cottage bullt on Nahant (Perkms)

'Summer steamboat serv1ce Boston to Nahant begun..‘
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Comellus Coohdge bullding in" Nahant._ e
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1\31 area w1th ~thé emphas:Ls placé on Bag Nahant N

\V1ews\‘of the town as/well as . photo%raphs 1nd1-\

geograph

\

\Cont empo ra

cat:mg asPects of the. resort era of Nahant are 1nc1uded.. Along
w1th examples of loca‘,l archltectural styles there are photo-.
graghs of publ:.c bulldlngs. . A11 photographs were taken durln\g

thé summer of~1975 w1th the exceptlon of Fx ur\es 4 14', 20

Zl an& ' 22 whlch are courtesy of Don Hodges. .
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Figure 1: Boston Metropolitan area showing Nahant's geographical position in
relation to Boston and surrounding towns. 1970 Geological Survey map of Boston
Metropolitan area; scale 1:500,000 (National Atlas of the United States of

America 1970:49). r
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Figure 2: Nahant, Massachusetts from the 1970 Geological
Survey Map of the Lynn Quadrangle of Massachusetts; scale
1:24,000 (Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department of Public
Works).
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Figure 3: Nahant in 1872 showing the distribution of houses and the resort

development of the eastern end of the peninsula (reduction of map from Atlas of
Essex County 1872; courtesy of the Nahant Historical Society). °
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Figure 4: Aerial view of the peninsula of Nahant looking
west. East Point in foreground showing area of missile base.
Bass Point is at left rear of photo with Little Nahant and

causeway to right rear (photo taken 1966 by Saugus Press,
courtesy of Don Hodges).
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Figure 5: The Town Wharf on the south side of the peninsula
was built by Mrs. Frederic Tudor and given to the town after
her death in 1884. Today the wharf is the focal point for most

boating activites.
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Figure 6: Tudor Beach at low tide (marked as Dorothy Cove
in Figure 2).
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Figure 7: Nahant Town Hall,
Nahant Road, built -in 1912. .
This building houses the town.
offices and is where the
annual April town meeting is
held.
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Figure 8: Nahant Public Library, Nahant Road, built in 18%4.
Nahant claims the third oldest public library in the State of
Massachusetts as it was founded by William Wood in 18189.
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Figure 9: Nahant Post Office and Village Store, Nahant Road
just west of the town hall. This section of town is the
morning meeting place for local residents.

Figure 10: Y.M.C.A., Nahant Road. Built in 1851 this struc-
ture was formerly the Independent Methodist Church. It was
given to the Y.M:C.A. when this village church merged with the

Boston Church in 1968.
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Figure 11: Nahant Village
Church, Cliff Street. Formerly
the Boston Church this Gothic
structure was built in 1868

by the Boston summer residents.

Figure 12: Greenlawn Cemetery looking towards J.T. Wilson
School (1936), Nahant Road. Photo shows new section of ceme-
tery. The older part of the cemetery includes seven small head-
stones marked "Unknown' for unnamed sailors who drowned when

their ship was wrecked on Nahant in the 1800s.
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Figure 13: The Witch House, Marginal Road, the last remaining
pavillion and vestige of the once popular Maolis Gardens
operating in the late 1800s.

Figure 14: The Midway, Bass Point, photo taken ca. 1910.
Photograph shows some of the many concession stands operating
at the time which reflect the popularity of Bass Point in the
early 1900s (photo courtesy of Don Hodges).
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Figure 15: Whitney Homestead, Nahant Road, built ca. 1717.
This structure is the oldest in Nahant and was used as an
inn from 1819 to 1936.

Figure 16: Edge Hill Inn, Nahant Road, built ca. 1850.
This is the central building of a group which forms the
inn which has recently been converted to apartments.
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Figure 17: The Nahant Country Club, Nahant Road, formerly

the Nahant Club maintained by the summer people now a club for
all local residents. The central stone building was Frederic
Tudor's summer cottage built in 1825.

Figure 18: Pleasant Street, a summer house built in the 1late
1800s which has been converted for winter occupancy. The
building reflects the architectural style of the period and
the typical size of the old summer houses.
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Figure 19: Cliff Street, East Point looking east across Joe
Beach Harbor. The two concrete towers visible in photo were
built by the Navy and the Coast Guard in World War II on the
property of a Boston summer resident.
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Figure 20: East Point stable built in the late 1800s and
remodelled in the 1970s for year-round use. Typical of how
former outbuildings are now used for permanent dwellings. Struc-
ture to the left is the laundry cottage of an old summer house
(photo March 1968 courtesy of Don Hodges).
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Figure 21: East Point, Senator Henry Cabot Lodge's summer
house built in the late 1860s. The house was torn down pre
World War II when the land was taken over by the government
for a missile base. Other summer houses are visible in rear.
Photo taken ca. 1920 (courtesy of Don Hodges).
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Figure 22: Summer houses looking west toward Town Wharf.

House at rear that of H. W. Longfellow in which the 1896 East
Point fire began. The rustic cedar posts were typical of local
summer houses. Photo ca. 1879 (courtesy of Don Hodges).
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Figure 23: A Cornelius Coolidge summer house built in 1829
Nahant Road, East Point. The top storey was added in 1859,
and the house is typical of resort architecture of the mid

nineteenth century.

Figure 24: House at Irishtown, Spring Road, built in the
1800s
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Figure 25: Bass Point from Bailey's Hill. Military installa-
tions from World War I form part of area now a public park.

Figure 26: Bass Point from Bailey's Hill looking west. The
apartment buildings in photo are located where the Midway once
stood.
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Figure 27: Short Beach and east side of Little Nahant. The
United States Coast Guard station built in 1898 is to the left,
and to the right the house with the tower was one of the two
houses on Little Nahant in 1900; since that time all the land

has been developed.

Figure 28: Houses on the east side of Little Nahant all
built ca. 1920.












