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the Polyvalente Rest1gouche Senlor ngh

chool- Gomp le:t of

N

Campbellton, New Brunsw:.{ck from a 31ng1e i-lingual high ‘
P '. . school into WO . unllingual hlgh schools _ hls hlst\ory

traces the» development of a terr:.tory by ty language
r o3 ; j Kl v *
groups whose W;Lshes were to educate the1r C 1ldren in.

; rd N

RS -_1" thelr ‘ovn 1anguages preservurg their. cultures and

R rellg;l.ons. ‘Eaeh d,eveloped an edu,catlonal sys]ztem but

\

Tt the“ser":ices .and.-facillties offered by the<tw0: 'groups
‘ . . .

. \ . ' St . .
were not equal cet Atk T o

1

| ‘ o In the nmeteen s:thies theﬁvernment in an effort
to equallze serv:.ces,\ changed th ueational fJ.nanc:Lng

system and constructed _many new schools, one of wh:.ch was'

the Polyvalénte Restlgouche Senior ngh School Complex on

neoa th.ch t‘hlS study is based., ThlS school housed both lan-

-~

guage groups as a blllngual school It remamed as such ,

for only three years after wh:,ch lt was.” d1v1ded on lan- -

i

PL

 w N guage_ lines- 1nto~—two unlllngual schools—“—"During*the R

|
three. years the Francophone commumlty became more’ ethno-.‘

-.centrlc and w1th the threat -of loss of the:.r language .,

organlzed t% obtaln a unlllngual French h:Lgh school ‘

This they were able to accomplish through group solidar—
P _:L-ty and p,olltlcal actla.on.. A compar:l.son is made between

this and .a similar ocourrence in Sturgeon’ -Fal'ls‘,‘OntarJ.o,
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- ) T oa brlef hlstory of 1ts educatlon. The second expla:.ns :

' T | speaklng/and of British and Loyallst descent: High o

. B \\ ’ / ',-. ‘,
\ \\ .
Vo . , -
.\_ . \‘\‘ y s : l. ,
- ‘\\ "".\ ! . N ' | i .‘I ) - \-' . '\‘ T i
| W\, INTRODUCTION - . e“ |
o Thig StUdY of the hlstory of Engllsh and French N

' educatlon in, Northern New Brunswick seeks’ to 1dent1fy

the- s’oc1olog1ca1 ~factors which J.nfl‘uenced the formatl_on‘ !

’.'j.f" \ \

. of a b111ngua1 h:.gh school in. Campbellton in - 1970 and b
1ts separatlon 1nt two unlllngual schools in 1973, | .
ThlS mtroductlon is d:|.V1ded 1nto two sectlons

!

The first is use} to‘acqualnt' the reader w1th New Bruns— 'i‘

polltlcal 11ngulst1c and econohlc d1v1s:.ons as well as,i

\ : !
\

Y - in detail. the purpose nd org'anlzatlon. of this ‘study.

_N'ew Brunswick is he of the four Atlantlc prov:.nces

“ located at. the, eastérn lend of Canada- the others belng, o

Nveo’updlahd-Lahrédor, \lova Scotia and Prlnce Edward .. B \ .

.I's'land.v of thés_e_.four,

C : \ A
- ically, hOWever" they /differ, -as New Bruns;wick has .com- ",

paratlvely little 1ndustr1al:.zat10n and hlgh unemploy- ‘ \

'. [ ‘\ : .
. -\

|
i
{
l
] ' both geographically and .s}ocg_‘al'ly, .to Quebec. , E conom- i
! ) P b . Lot s
[
\L ment' What lndustry ‘there" \lS,\lS 1ocated malnly in the

“south: where the populatlon is pnedomlnantly Engllsh-

unemploymen‘t is found in, the north where the populatlon . .

- M \ ‘

’ 1s pr;edomlnantly French-speak:mg and of Acadlan descent.

'\ o "/Simii*ar]," , the ‘two major polltlcal partles are

New Brunsw:.ck is the closest IR



o

: Q
‘;1dent1f1ed by thelr Francophone or Anglophone aff:Lllatlon R P

Joe Dalgle an Acadlan and the Conservatlves Anglophone o

,w1th thelr present leader, Rlchard Hatflel of the two
afflllatlon . The Acadlan Party, however,/ seeks to repre- .-. o i,,'-

’ mandate the separatlon of the north to make a: completely S, \

L 'Francophcme provmce S = - v L
' where the Acad:Lan Party Would llke to see: th:Ls new. prov:l.nce . \ '
~ the Quebec ,border and the schools serv:Lce a port:Lon of the X

School Distrlct Two I't‘.COnsists of‘ ‘the‘Gity. of Campbelle "
.'ton the Villages of Atholvllle and’ Rlchardsv111e ‘

o ‘i-.areas of MacLeod 5 S:LdJ.ng, St Arthur, Val D* Amour, Glen B
Lev1t Glencoe, Rob1nsonv1lle Dawsonv1lle, T:Lde Head
Flatlands, Upsalqultch and Squaw Cap The northern
' boundary 1.S the Restl.gouche River, the Quebec border the. -

- southern boundary :.s Seven Mlle Rldge the west boundary -

' studled in great and exact detall by Katherlne MacNaughcon )

: Campbellton in 1979 AU S S

or . ’ . . v
. . [

W

;the leerals, Francophone, wrth thelr present leader belng

'-'new partles the New Democrats seem. to ladk any obv1ous

[ . . .
sent the Acadlan people of the provmce and has as, lts . C b
\ . ' P N

-

>

L W
P ~ry

<

I S
The“area for thls study is located in the heart of ' AR I
created that 1s, in- Restlgouche County 'I'hls area 1s on . '

Quebec populatlon The‘exact locatlon of the sthdy is”

i

1 ‘he

L3

1s Squaw Cap, and the east vboundary is- MacLeod E S:Ldmg o

The hlstory of educatlon m New: Brunswrck has been '

- Rlchardsv111e was lncorporated 1nto the Clty of - CoL

- o4
o~ . R - -

I




Stlll is, in publlc schools

e 0 . g

in the booi{ . The Development of. the"l‘heory and Practice

e e [

) of Educatlon in New Brunsw1ck 2 'I.‘he area of Résti‘igouche °

\County has a somewhat dlfferent coverage as 1t d1d not

follow the" pattern as ‘laid out for the rest of the

te
P T, v 7

provmce« Restlgouche qunty cons:.sted of land that was:

under Crown jurisdiction and set a51de for forestry,

because of thls, llttle taxes could be lev:Led and ,‘ Ve

educatlonal fundlng was lack:l.ng Therefore, a great deal

-

‘ of the early educatlon of thlS ‘area was prlvately funded

'

A second problem of educatlonal hlstory in Restl.— .

gouche was the French speaklng population and their de51re

. for educat:.on which was church afflllated Although the ‘

pr0v1nce wou]:d allow taxes to be lEVled for publlc lnstruc—

tlon’ 1’t‘$frowned on Cathollc cl‘ergy bemg :mvolved in

2
Fd

educat:.on -and on the teachlng of rellglon Ain schools

There ‘was leglslatlon agalnst these practlces and there

~

. To add to thlS problem Restigouche County was )

excluded from compulsory education acts because of ehe .

--tax1ng structure. i Thls meant ‘that, although the schools

-

" in Campbe lton had adequate support 3 the schools located

in. the rural areas of Restlgouche (especlally the Franco-

.2”

~and Practice of Education in New Brunswick, University of
New Brunswrck H:Lstorical Studies No. 1 ZFredericton. 1947)

' 3

This was due to- the higher populatlon poncentrat:.on.

o

Katherine Mat:Naughton The. DevelopnTent'of the Theog '
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phone.schools) had lrttle support 4 Restlgouche County

'o“v N ‘ /

tlon in all of New Brun w1ck 5
©on L j/’/ o ThlS tax system remamed in effect until the ml.d

D PO B /

nlneteen s:thles , when Lmder’ the new premier, LOUlS

» b

PR had the poorest tax coll ct:Lon aid assessment: for educa—

L ) Rob:.chaud 6 the L1beral government centrallzed educatlon SRR

o ’ in, the provmce . _In thls cehtraliZatlon pollcy, all - .
‘ funds for educatlon became :anluded 1n provinc:l.al ﬂ.ncome

‘4

e ~ ifvt_a'x'; and this money was redn.strlbuted to - each dn.strlct in

Al B —

el L e 'attempt to equallze" the educatlonal serv:.ces for all
‘ e chlldren in New Brunsw:l.ck 1.~ Also 1ncluded was a new
. 1 N . z 14 * — 3 M \ “ 4

prov:.nqralv wage scale for all teachers based on years of

' ‘ :j o L ) . where each teacher bargamed w1th 1nd1v1dual School Boards

- for wages thus glvmg schools in larger and/or rlcher

' . /

o _ localitleS’ better pa1d and often better quallfled teachers

»

equafllzatlon of facrlltles ThlS ‘involved’ the bulldlng

DN . .

R o Lk In her unpubllshed doctoral thesn.s The Development
‘of the Bilingual Schools of New Brunswick . (Toronto: . 1964),
- Maud Hazel Hody found that in- Restlgouche rural areas, the
“pupil peér teacheér ratio was over forty in Francophone

_ “schools, but'the average in the Anglophone was thlrty
N qpup:Lls per teacher .

. e o Hody P 276 .
,-n ‘ . . / N — 6 ,.. ‘ \ . . o
R ..+ - New Brunsw:Lck s first Acadlan premler-
e s 7 This. often meant giving more to poorer areas to
L make up for prev:Lous dlscrepanc1es T
i . ' , .. .
i o . e
) . 1 - e ——
o ':. l
. - 'r . - T

experlence a-nd years of educatlon Thls replaced a, s}gstem '

/ .
, u}long w1t:h equallzatlon of services there came an '

S



, = of'many new schools espec1ally large - comprehen31ve hlgh
v ‘ d4 : s PR ' .
: schools w1th vocatlonal departments. ) Theser.new school_s L

R
P

. weré called compl\ o _ = ' N
1' ERRRRE I : One of the new omplexes was._ constructed in Campbell- p ‘. -~

'ton in 1970 and named. "The 'PolYValente Restigouche Senlor ' et

> o

ngh School Complei"; and it is the school ‘on wha.ch this

coT e T .study 1s-based._,w It was bullt to.house al:l the French 'a.nd" : .: .

YRR
~

t

g .En'\glish-‘speaking_'s’tudentzs. of District ‘Two. As a blllngual
I S -hiéh gchool that‘is one tahich housed both groups at the . o

‘same tlme thlS school las: ted three years, _after wh‘lch, '_

v e

S ‘tlme the students attende 1a..sses ln-the same huilding s

but at dlfferent, times on & rotatlon shlft system 8, R AR ‘ .

(Durmg thls tlme the French speaklng Junlor hlgh school E " O

fstddents also began ‘to attend classes in the Complex.. " BT
They were on the same Shlft as the Francopho/ne seniior.

| ‘ . s ) .
hlgh students D N . S

-

The shift system contlnued untll 1977, when the /.
. construction of a second senlor hlgh school she ngar— . o
loaf Senlor H:Lgh was completed and the Engllsh speaking T “ (;'

students moved to thlS new. bu11d1ng These students ‘ . __‘4

however shared the vocat:.onal facrlltles (whlch had been

'y ” ' t . « ' =

" physically lelded' with cement walls in the shop,a:rjeas) N

--with the Francophone’ ,stu{ients;at'the ,hewly ‘renamed o A B

.- \ »
’

B One 1anguage group would attend from 7:45 until ‘
12 45 the other attending  from® 1;00 to 6:00 daily. -
o Every six weeks the system was reversed or "rotated " i
o '. : ; «; e




- I sy

~in the fall of 1980, . o - ‘
L The purpose of thlS study is to dlscover the maJor "'g\< ,
factors both historlcal and soclologlcal whlch lnflu- g

ienced the School Board s dec1510n to create

‘;unillngual high schools

x{VFrench and Engllsh—speaklng peoples of. the area

.1922,

;
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':’"f L9 Formerly Addington Parish

'complex,'"Polyvalente'Roland Pepin."

-:vocatlonal facllltles at Sugarloaf ngh were completed
'billngual hlgh school
, and ea

these have reconstructed a- hlstory ofueducatlonbof both

.dlvided into two sectlons, the flrst 1ncluded the flrst

"whlte setﬁlers

‘_after the Battle of the Restlgouche

td th1s

England and France over the ownershlp of " Canada‘A-~

. : ! ' Lo

Constructlon of g

flrst

RIS

and then to d1v1de it 1nto twd

PR

.-" To .th1s I have made a. search of all the hlstor‘J’./s
Y 9

accounts of educatlon in DlStrlCt Two, aird from!

o oy

This is

clalms to the area 1n 1534 the. early

>

sett}ementoof the Acadlans around 1700 thelr expulsxon.
10 - "

«\., .

in 1760 the new

SCOttlSh settlers the1r bullding of schools and churches,

the flrst School Board the return of the Acadlan people '

N
wrth the bulldlng of the Intercolonial Railway in_ ﬂ%78

the rapld growth in the Acadlan populatlon and subsequent

the establlshment’of schools to serve thelrf .

flrst in the late 1890 s, in l910 and agaln 1n

oA N
ThlS L' Acadamie de L.AsSomptlon began a new era

needs

. . t .
& : e

< 10 The last sea battle of The Seven Years War between '

\ e ']

[
N

J A N
T Ty
v
[+



in Campbellton durlng whlch the unrest: of the Acadlan

populatlon began to form so w1th the constructlon of

this school ends the flrst hlstorlcal sectlon.

The second sect10nbeg1nsw1th the words of General
LW —

< de Gaulle and recaps the 51tuatlon of Francophone educa-

1

: tlon between 1922 and. the mid 51xt1es 1n Campbellton- that

‘fls, the grow1ng unrest caused by "blllngual” schools» the

o \

lack of funds,rthe anthuated tax structure the new

Engllsh hlgh school fac111t1es the grow1ng Quebec move— o

' ment w1th ﬂhe Front de leeratlon de Quebec, the Unlver—

v Y » . .

; site de Mohcton and the earl;er leiSlon of Roman.Cathollc

4churchest'the election‘of‘the first‘Acadian ﬁremier and

his 3weeping‘changes inleducation- the changes in collect-

Co
ing school tax, the common wage scale the maklng public °

‘of" rellglous afflllated schools, the development of- new

’ French currlcula and the bulldlng of new fac111t1es, leads

to the third sectlon of thls stud&v ‘ l v

' The third sectlon of this study is a narratlve !
describing the three Year-existence of One-of these |
bilingual schools,4the-Polyualente‘Restigodche'Senior
ngh School Complex and its re- organlzatlon into- two |
separate unlllngual schools’. This account lncludes the ‘
factors whlch lnfluenced this outcome, that is, the changes
in superlntendents and pr1n01pgls during’ thlS time, they‘

Interest of_c1txzens and groups in education and the

“



-y

.'Obtalnlng of thelr rlghts," the new incentives for - . fj-{

f identifiable groups .~‘\,

) ‘Acadlan peoples to have pride ln thelr culture and a .9

des1re o keep their language, the admlnlstra‘ ve dlf-“

_flcultles the translatlon and dupllcatlon of serv1ces

- ro
‘for teachers and students of ‘two 1angua%e groups W1th1n N .df o

4

3the same organlzatlon and flnally, the dlfficulty in

>~

dsharlng facllltles\between two separate and eas1ly ' J)'l'

S
~ -

o

‘ The fourth sectlon of thls study is the appllcatlon
L3 .
of the pr1nc1ples of Reallstlc Group Confllct Theory as

rdeveloped by Robert A. Levine and Donald T. Campbell in
-thelr ‘book, Ethnocentrlsm Theorles of Confllct Ethnlc'

-
'Attltudes, and Group Behav1or to 1ts hlstory, the Complex

and 1ts d1v181on. With the use’ of these pr1n01ples

‘ ‘l._"Real confllct of group- lnterests causes
A 1ntergroup confllct ‘

—

- or past intergroup conflict, and/or'pres-
-ence of hostile, threatenlng, and competi- - . ,
tive outgroup nelghbours, which may be called o
Teal threat, caus%’perceptlon of threat. ’
3. Real threat causes. hostlllty to the source .
- .. of the threat : \

Lo
1

4. Real threat causes 1ngroup solldarlty
S5, 'Real threat causes 1ncreased awareness of B
- f owm. 1ngroup 1dent1ty o

6.1"Rea1 threat 1ncreases the tlghtness of
"/ group boundarles

‘7L‘vRea1 threat reduces defectlon from the : \ :
group . oo o . RN S S
. , ) o : ‘ : . \

o

g &t

. Real conflict- of 1nterests, overt active ' - N .

P

3 ok

=

AR
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T TN Real threat increases punlshnpnt and re— .

R Jectlon of defectors ">;;
s o - 9. Real’ threat create$ punlshment and reJec— R
A et tlon of deV1ants. R , L

T .,-‘g 1Q.-Rea1 threat 1ncreases ethnocentrlsm

The development of the Francophone 1ngroup S - ethnocen-':

L

E tr1sm 1s studled ‘In. thlS 1t lS seen that the, hlllngual

jT' A speaklng-students was seen as, a threat by the Franco-.?

fiy <

:E l‘;;,j o Complex whlch housed both French speaklng and Engllsh—

phoneagroup Thls group (1dent1f1ed as the 1ngroup) e -t

'é . o percelved this threat as through thelr hlstory they had o 'v«'\'g:”

N X R
[N '

g',,,':' «* . . been able to malntaln thelr 1anguage and’ 1dent1ty (per— o Ca

fcelved as hav1ng a common 1anguage rellglon and hertlage)
wtirt"through separate church afflllated Francophone schools

[Fi” The b111ngual schools whlch had ex1sted in. New Brunsw1ck

\§!~had been de51gned to 1ntroduce French speaklng chlldren

T
- to Engllsh and make them blllngual There ‘had been-no

v

such schools for Anglophones o -
TheFTancOphonessaw the. Complex where the language

L rof soc1allzat10n was Emgllsh as -a threat to the1r newly.
‘ galned rlght in educatlon (Gurrlcula had been developed

PO

in. French for all subJects whereas before only English
currlcula had ex1sted for most ) This caused a solldarlty

1n thelr group w1th many JOlnlng Francophone c@ﬁmlttees-- L e
, o P o . H

»_"

| 11 Robert . A, lLevine and Donald T. Campbell

o . © Ethnocentrism: Theorles of Conflict, Ethnic Attltudes'
r’tq;: -+ and Group Behav1or (Toronto John\Wiley and Sons, . Inc.

R

970, pp; 29-33 T B T S



Acadians).

. A
SR Y

“1{,}.

:hhlch organized‘agalnst.theiblllngual school and'its:it

'directorsl(both-of whom'were”considéred'anglicized“7‘ ,,kj”.'“

This solldarlty was ev1denced in campalgns

Aphone bu51nesses, the wrltlng of letters and petltlons
to the government demandlng a. separate Francophone school

and the pstracism of those who reJected the Francophone

¥ i

'\cause

’ '(')

”V'; Thls strengthened ethnocentrlsm led to the d1v131on

L

~of the school and the creatlon of two separate unlllngual

¥

hlgh schools in. Campbellton R ‘ i . '53“

The- flfth sectlon of this study is a comparlson':‘f

‘.between a case study done by Danlelle-Jutneau Lee and :}‘

L N\

KbJean Lap01nte on the obtalnlng of a French unlllngual

. lar 31tuat10n in’ Campbellton

‘_dlffer as do the leglslatlon in both prov1nces

goals Were very 31malar

‘fllct over Schools in a multi-Ethnic Society:

'hlgh school in Sturgeon Falls, Ontarlo 12 with the simi--

.;.l.

13 thet'

'organlzlng of the Francophone communltles to obtaln thelr

f

Although both communltleslu

..
Y

" to speak only French to the f7equent1ng of only Franch~ ‘

)

Sturgeon Falls had a blllngual hlgh school but 1n ;‘ff

1@68 the Francophone comgunlty began a series' of meet—

12 Danlelle Jutneau Lee and Jean Lapointe, "Con-
A Case

Study, " Education Change and Society, pp. 159 172,

L3 Ontarlo is- Stlll a unlllngual prov1nce w1th

"rlghts for Francophones, while New. Brunsw1ck 1s Offl—

.01a11y a blllngualsprov1nce. ‘ o
: \ . e

S




i‘lngs whlch lasted three years, dﬁrlng Whlch t1 me there'“

'were dlscu351ons petltlons, etc‘ﬁ to obtaln a unlllngual

e 4

R . s . . . . .
v - . L, . 3 -

-
B N N A
3

/
5

\\

b French hlgh school At the end of thls t1me, in. September ‘

1971, the confllct became manlfest w1th the School Board s""

reJectlon of thls request 14‘ By thlS rejectlon there

- came -an 1mpasse at ‘the local level 80 a'request went to

]

the Ontarlo government wh1ch set up the Symons Comm1s31on°

Y

'Thls comm1551on recommended a separate unlllngual French

15 L ) ._..'

;‘hlgh school : ‘,-'H.'u_ B '.‘ ~T~f R

-

ThlS 1s somewhat 31m11ar to the three year confllct

_ durlng which time the Complex was a billngual ‘high school

. with the open confllct shown 1n the thlrd year when pro- 3

.that the blllngual hlgh school would

P

.'tests were held- openly and«protestors went to the prov1n- RS

]

cial governmendg The confllct was enjed with the promlse
ecome unlllngual _
French and that a new Engllsh hlgh school would be built.

Thls is the same solutlon as in Sturgeon Falls

; The methods of research 1n both studles were s1m11ar-

_that'ls,-the reeonstructron of.the events through documents

interviews and recordé'of,meetings' ~However' in the preé&

", ent étudY)'nenspaper accounts, edltorlals and letters to

the editor were'eolleeted' Also, Lee and Lap01nte en-

14
©o1s

Lee and Lap01nte, p 1644
Lee and Lap01nte p 170

T D



B ] "_ ﬂ" "‘ ‘f. . ;‘ 12

ﬁduring the actual crisis. In ‘this’ case 1 taught m the

_Campbellton ngh School the year before the Complex was’

i

,bullt and in the Complex the flrst and third years of its . - ‘ PR

h“."' 'v‘ .: e \
U be:.ng a blllngual school 16 also the years follow:.ng,

"’-:5. .except 1977-78, R ard since then 1n the new. Sugar]_oaf

"Senlor H:Lgh Schqoi 18 , ' .

q‘p -

The thre hypotheses given by Lee and Lap01nte

‘,_ 1) that dlsagreenent between- the. n‘igjorlty ‘and
k-~ the mimority, over the final goals of their
- T relationship constitutes a’sufficient. but nf&
. a necessary condltlon of manifest conflict;

12) that the cost 1mp11ed for tHe maJor:.ty w:.ll
o affect its position vista-vis the establish- -
~ment of .a French 1anguage high school {

23 that the degree of organizational capac1ty ' S
~,. .~ of the minority is (negatlvely) related: tgo . '
the. degree of oppos:.tmn of the ma_]orlty

The flnal sectlon ‘of this study is a concIudJ.ng

. 'A |'E
summary of-the- study w:Lth 1ns:.ghts into the present

. s:.tuatlon in the prov:.nce& that is; the new un:.lz.ngual

N - E
School Boards, | the d1v1s:|.on of the Campbellton Board o S

1nto two unlllngual Boards and the desire of the Acadian

' .]'6 The second year 1971 72 I ‘was on -a"leave'-of-
absence -and attended u. N B. : ; -

e o .17

.18, ‘This may make a quest:.on as to my obJectlvmty
‘However durJ.ng the. crisis, I-was on nelther s:.de as
my background is both- Engllsh and French.

\19. Le_e .and I,ap01nt,e, p. 164.

. 29 Lee and papointe, p. 165. - . [ cooe

1
3

Sabbat1ca1 ]:eave

. iu
)
\

v

- ot

A

“71’

oot




/ ' B ‘. . b o - -_\~ 5’ y e - ' y I vt ‘ [} ;:' . ~" .
’a v'a k. DN “.A . "-“'." . :.' ) [ “'- ‘ 1] : "',‘:'":_' . " ¥ " .
e S A “ dl . . ' B : G . . \ .. . i » .
'. - ._' - ‘:‘ ‘:- : L i‘, I " ' n' l . . “\ . il o Lo . ' '_":
sy l'.-v' f‘ . .' . ’ + ' [ o -'4‘ ?"
. i _i >r. " kg Lo ) . . "h ";', ,.‘ » salr ‘ 4 & b i
N PR ) ,Party for a separate uhilingual French province in i B e
=) oomen e s - & )
FoY ', Nori:hern New B;runsw:Lck Total 1mmersion classes for\ O R
. _ . r
LI L Engllsh students and a movement among the French to have ’
L2 ¢- N - LS
Y o : ¥ - .
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I few people actually settled in the area but rather har—

‘,vested Rhe forests and rlvers, sett1ng up - tra 1ng pOSts at

- fcreated'By

’the mouth\where the Restlgouche R1ver opens
‘Bay. Thlﬁ\may be seen as one ‘of many l1m1 atlons to. the :
. I .

.wr1t1ng of a history of th1s area espe;aaLly a h1story of

-educatlon.

‘mmpmnz Udr'-' KR

»

vre o

o BACKGROUND AND EARLY HISTORY 1534 1922 S

i e
1
1

&he name ”Bay of Chaleur g where Dlstr1ct Two is

-

ocated 1s an 1r0n1c mlsnomer. In 1534 when Jacques

A A

artler sa1led 1nt0 the Bay,.he found the waters warmer C

N —_— s .Lr'_‘.;z . 1 . - ,.
Than those of the Atlantlc and thus gave it.the name :
”‘"Chaleur "20 Early settlers Were to. find, however that,ej"‘

’

: ‘ ‘
although the waterS‘were warmer, .the w1nters were extremelyq\r‘,

cold w1th great accumulat1ons of snow Because of th1s,-
3 . .

-
'

] : 2

;

l

Few of the early people seemed 1nterested in

settling an settlng up schools. Further 1rm1tat1ons are.

,arly battles and acts of war Wthh destroyed

-b

uany necords whach may have been avallabﬂe in the small

— )

'settlements The flrst of: these was th Battle of ‘the -

- 21

Restlgouche‘1n 1760 and later dur1ng the War of Inde-“

pendence, the small settlement and tradlng post were burned‘ IR

Lo

ZOGeorge"B, MacBeath, The Story of the Restigouche, ",

‘ ZlMacBeath,;p.:li..
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. twice by prlvateers*zz Flres may also be seen as another

g e e

:llmltatlon 1n wrltlng this hlstory as Campbelltor after

!
|
r i
it had been flnally establlshed as a communlty, was totallT ;
L
1 .
]
I

“,razed by flre in 1861 and acaln in. 1910 23 - These frres
L

destroyed all bulldlngs newspapers, school records and

other flles from whlch one mlght obtaln 1nformat1onﬁ'

- ’
mes from/v

th . v . f
: "

T :"n) \%3 Therefore what 1nformat10n there is avallable cd
-~

: "hlstorles wrltten at varlous tlmes by varlous pecple S T S
o oy IR
‘m\” (usually from the communlty 1tself) whlch are often anec- . i, gt

o \ dotal and have confllctlng information. . o ST o

%1 ' The area even‘wrth its 1nclement winter weatherr [ o v
/ o L ’
has Hw@'some sort of- seétlement for a long perlod of time.

e,

\-.\

1fiap \ The Mlcmac flrst llved 1n the area\shavlng thelr buriaﬁ.

Later the/

ground in. what is present day Atholvrlle

" This settlement‘was called

|
S
: f 'W French set up small settlements (around 1700) where pres—
\ent day Campbellton is located
\

: Point Aux Sauvages 2%' These two~gronps 'however mowed~

.
lacross the river in 1750, as the French had bullt a. fort

v

22 J. Duncan, "HlStOIlC Events of the Early Days of -

IR "iOur Country," Campbellton Tribume, Dec..l4, 1927. (Re—
' ‘.\prlnted from the Campbellton Ploneer 1890), P. 4

RN 23 jomn T Reid, A Hlstory of Campbellton The ]
’ 'Mbncton Publishing Company (Moncton . 1950), P 23 v a
o . ’.ZA Robert Cooney, A Cop;ndrous Hlstory of the
S Norther ,Part of the Prov1nce of New -Brunswick and ‘of
“the District of Gaspe in Lower Canada. Reprinted in
1896 by 'D. G. Smith ‘at Chatham, Miramichi, New Brunswick, _
from one of. the orlglnal(goples prlnted by Joseph Howe, =~ .

'at Hal;fax in- 1832 %
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o

for protectron from the Brltlsh ThlS proved a nece531ty
-”as in 1760 the’ lasﬂ off1c1al naval engagement of the. Seven e
‘erars War took place just. off shore from this fort. . The

Battle qf the Restlgouche eénded French supremacy in. Eastern

(PO IOk P I e

Canada Tt also ended settlement in the area for qulte S L
some tlme as the French 1nhab1tants were 1oaded on shlps oo \w“}l

"»and taken away with other Acadians in what lS now known

N 8
A MoE =

.as the "Expulsion of the Acadians.". Those who escaped C : -

~ this forced exodus withdrew to settle aldng'the Gaspe,¢ C
25 :

ThlS may be séen as the beglnnlng seed ‘of the CODfllCt

2

VAT AT aTES L Sl

"coast

Awhlch was to trouble a blllngual school in Campbellton

two hundred and ten years later as "The Dlspersal wds a
devastatrng phy31cal and psychological blow and it has u.’; ';‘:f - 4
become crystalllzed in the cultural sentlments of the ‘ |

.Acadlan people. n26

T L A ]

v sk ok R A

B . - . A

F——

25"I.‘hat the French- dld not stay in the lmmedlate
Campbellton vicinity may be deduced from the blography of
L'Abbe-Bourg by Father Melanson. Within this atcourt of SR P
the first Acadian prlest of ‘the Bay of Chaleur region ; SRS ¢
(fxom 1773-1795) there is a letter recorded from him.to his, ' &
-superior, Mon31gnor '‘Grant ‘(dated 1785).  1In this letter '
‘ Bourg records his flock, numbering each of the !'familles
d'habitant" but in naming Restigouche, mentlons ‘only the.
-mission (which also served the Micmac). - This®is recorded
in . L'Abbe- Bourg, Premier Pretredpour L'Acadia et la Ba1e~
des Chaleur P. 112 ‘

26 Maud Hazel Hody The Development of the Blllngual
Schools of New. Brunswick, unpubllshedfdoctoral thESlS
(Toronto 1964) ' .

N
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' Thls land that the Acadlans had clalmed from another

‘' L

people was agaln clalmed from them and another stage in
the hlstory of- the area began Durlng thlS stage the‘
Engllsh speaklng Scottlsh settlers were to become the

owners and settlers of the land, brlnglng w1th them a new

] ~r
rellglon and settlng up the flrst SChOOlS and‘school
board Thls all began ‘in 1770 When the newly clalmed

Restlgouche area was made into a land grant by. the Brltlsh
government ‘It was bought by traders, Walker and Galflle

: who 1mmed1ately sold it in l773 to John Shoolbred 27"

Accordlng to a hlstory of the area publlshed in 1890,

'"Samuel Lee Esq about thlS tlme dlscovered that Shool-

. 3

bred and Smlth as selgneurs, had not fulfllled thelr con-,

r

tracts as .no ‘roads were bullt *No schools tc; establlshed

"2§ Thls

and subsequently bought the grant for the area
‘was done in’ 1785. By 1805 however, a church“was bullt"
:: at Pratt s P01nt 1n Athol w1th the'EIrst minister and
'teacher -a Reverend Mr. Young of the Church of England
”.T; Although the congregatlon was Scottlsh and Presbyter1an,§
they had had to accept an Angllcan preacher because thelr:'
‘ congregatlon could not afford a mlnlster 29

,Before thlS there had been education but 1t Was

PR
T ¥ e

97\ U
27 Macﬁeath p- 13, )

\28 Duncan, p. 4, . h]. : fi A j caf$

29:MacBeath, pQZS;
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SN
. ' ””uﬁ-,ﬂ'.ﬁl; f18j;”
prlvateLy flnanced -a tutor named Ryan had been hlred by '
Adam Gerrard the Collector of . CustOms to teach ln hls A

- old soldler,Vsq\Reverend Mr Gray and Reverend Mr Dr1ps

.

o house

; teacher-preachers after Mr. Young, were Mr -Potts

‘jmen was probably due to- the wealth in flSh furs and

‘,‘area

A

’

Church-affrllated and prlvately flnanced educatlon

' existed in the -area for the next thlrty years. .The;h"

. "e.‘?%

Those not assoc1ated w1th the . Church were Robertson, an

a{;Englishman, and MacKenzle ‘and: Calender two Scotsmen, all

‘:"of whom were to have taught i the house of John Duncan

L iat dlfferent t1mes~t The average attendance was to have

32

been between.flfteen and twenty puplls That there Was_

\'Ienough mmney~at thls tlme for a few famllles ‘to. hlre these :.

.fur trade ‘was Stlll flou shlng, butﬂthe real money was
\. P S

‘.fin lumber and trees These trees were used in the many

_new sawmllls whlch also prov1ded lumber for Shlprlldlng

Both sawmllls and Shlprlldlng brought new wﬁalth to the

1

L™

- 30 MacBeath p 23 S -
31 '

each her knowledge of them could be more" accurate

. 2 . R PR .
LR 3 Duncan p, 4. o < Lo E : .
w0 . R - e L j

ki) B

3\1 ,j' ;

,.ﬂ" '-‘
llumber Salmon ‘were expor ed 1n locally made barrels, the

L There is some’ cbnfu51on -as to whlch order they Came
ﬂﬁ"ln.‘ MacBeath places them in thls order, while Duncan has
:.them reversed. - Duncan also-has anecdotal informatlon on

\u'« . h
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a." Wlth thls new wealth came ‘a growth in population and

the need for.a school board “The - flrst school boand began.”n

o
in the mld elghteen twentles, although there is confu51on

over the exact, date ; “John- T Re1d dates 1t at 1837 whllenf

) »MacBeath dates it ten years earller at 1827 addlng the

'1nformat10n that prlvate tutors were hlred to glve 1nstruc—

- LN

33

. tiom. One of these tutors, he clalms, was William

"of Norman School in 1906

' Crocket who was to become Super1ntendent of Educatlon for '

3

New Brunsw1ck Prlvate 1nformat10n suggésts ‘that Crocket o

‘s 34.

was not born until 1832 at Bre@hln Scotland his*'

’:,\later date of blrth along w1th the use of the same text -

as Reld casts do%bt on the date; 1827 An exhaustlve v

. 5earch of the appllcatlons for' llcenses to teach at the

j'as early as 1829;5 A letter, dated February 26 of that 7'

.Prov1nc1al Archlves in Frederloton however dld turn uP '

.ev1dence that there was some form of a board of. trustees

3

Lo,

MacBeath p 24
‘ 34 Thls came from Mrs John .Dawson (nee Crocket)
grarid-daughter of William Crocket. - Mrs. Dawson also kept
articles written .in The Campbellton Tribune.(hexr father_§
C. S..,0. Crocket was founder and editor of this paper) by

!

John T. Reid entitled !"A Pen Picture of Campbellton.'  In

the section called "Education and Schools". (pyblished oni“

'February 15, '1950), John T. Reid uses the exact same words -
. and dates’ that MacBeath uysed in-his book published four ",
- yBars -later.. He had also added that Crocket was ‘eighteen -
at the time which would, put Crocket's date of birth back .

to 1809. . This is further put in doubt in A Brief History

of Teacher Training in N..B: by J. E. Picot which states

that William Crockeét retired from his post as’ Prlnclpal

n'iﬁjal
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IR P"g.' year from Allan Andrew requested a llcense to’ teach
E C - . Iz «"
L It was 31gned by two trustees for schools ~-Adam Farrary -
"-;'7'- and Dav1d MacIntosh of Campbellton.35 ' ;3‘~' o
-~ . T A sthool was eventually built, but it and all records,

-‘of rts ex1stence were destroyed ln the’ Campbellton flre‘

VoL of 1861 e T T "
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" _ The "Expulslon iof the Acadlans was most notlceable

y / u

. on, the North Shoréfaf New Brunswrck as can be attested to
T e ln the earay hlstorles . For over ‘one hundred yearS. there

were' few French—speaklng people in the area’ and thelr

‘I' . - .o
return did not come unt11 ‘the bulldlng of the Inter-

-~

- colonial Rallway in the mid elghteen seventles. About-b
o PR : the t1me of thelr arrival " there Were several occurrenceSn

o out31de the’area whrch were to eventually change the

,:"f --':,' ' \economy - This along w1th the rapldly 1ncreas1ng French

| ‘:»‘; _’ populatlon changed the d1rect10n of the French communlty,

. beglnnlng w1th the bulldlng of L' Acadamle de 1' Assomptlon
in 1922. B

/..':' ‘ Where were the Acadlans? Cooney, in his hlstory of

New Brunsw1ck and the Gaspe (frrst publlshed in 1832)

states "The settlers on the Restlgouche comprlsxng

B35, N\

'ProvincialIArchives;iFredericton (Epldervé);‘
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’theitide way

: Church already referred to.

of New Brunswrck

R S R

| ‘about ninéty’families, consisting of Scotch immigrants,

‘and Aﬁhr{cgh Royalists, are'bUt thinly disperseﬂ‘along

”36 ThlS 1nd1cates few settlers at

- this time which is suﬁstantlated by the census of 1841
"It indlcates only 814 people in the whole parlsh of

‘~Add1ngton (DlStrlct Two) but there is no 1nd1cat10n as 'l”;-

to Whether these people were of French oTr Engllsh ex-

tractlon One church only is mentloned the Presb#terlan '.

37 The next census of 1852

glves a- populatlon of 1147 two churches--Presbyterlan
SR 38 |

I3

vhand Methodlst--and three school houses. S - ‘

I

The 1nhab1tants of the area were stated in 1855,

\

" to be of Engllsh and Scottish extraction w1th the admlx-

-/

vfture of Irish. 9"The addltlon of the. Irlsh is conflrmed

. in the census of 1862 which. shows 271 Cathollcs in a s
';populatlon of 112 "The loss of populatlon may be ex-, ﬁ‘éF
'plalned by the flre of . 1861 already mentloned Fqur {‘/'<g'
‘school houses with' 123 chlldreh were also recorded.éo ' F\
36 , . et

Robert Cooney, P 224 I

- -3? Journal of the House of Assembly of the Provrnce -
- of New Brunsw1cR Appendlx XXVIL, o ’
' 38 Ibid. . I vt
39 Alexander Mhnroe, New Brunsw1ck,.W1th A Brief
: Outllne of Nova Scotia and the Prlnce Edward Island;
p. 192, - D 4 N KR
Sl 40 ;

Journal of the House of Assembly of the Provrnce'
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| cent numbered 279 those of French only; 107

.:;_;The flrst Census of Canada in 1870 71 glves rellglous o
background and ethn:.c orlg:.n of the populatlon, 1_n
'Addlngton, of the 1194 :thabltants, ) those of Ir:Lsh des-.._..-“-i ‘

RIS ! in substant:Lal numbers Thls ‘was due 1n part to the .

whlch brought 1n workers and 1ndustr1allzat:.on 'lt

constructlon of the Intercolonlal Rallway 1n 1876

‘also _brought Tar:Lffs whlch protected goods from central

4

In’ the 1870 s, however the Acadlans began to ‘return

4

-fCanada these were later to erode the economy of the area )
T Thls :anrease 1n populatlon s'shown 1n the Census of

o Canada. in 1880 81 where the populatlon number for

-AAddlngton had 1ncreased to 1878 The greatest :anrease,f‘ﬂ-‘

E 'f.’,however was of those of French descent to 31

P

8‘-*3 By

the next decade ~the French populatlon had risen by two-='~'

,thlrds to 517, whereas the total populatlon had rlsen by

44

'M.approxlmately one th;er to 2751 A L ‘i".."x

'. ‘ There is record of only one publlc school in’ Camp-
45 ’

s bellton then ‘called the K:.ng Street School however,- R
41 Census of Canada 1870 7l Vol 1, p. 222 _
'42 James Hannay D L L Hlstory of New Brunsw1ck L
O 43 Census of Canada 1880 81, Voi " l pp. 2'3,1“22.6; ,
s Ibid., p.. 234 S AT S

" There nay also have been one at Roseberry, but

‘indications are that it was not ‘used at, this tlme. Th1s

1nformat10n comes’ from J Reld P 13
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B a Roman Cathollc school was establlshed by the S:Lsters of

‘y

Sa:Lnt Joseph in wh:.ch two thl.rds (four out of 31x) of the “; :

This was s:Ltuated o

teach:Lng staff were from Montreal‘ 46_'

rn rooms 1n the hosp:Ltal (Hotel Dieu) where there were

both teaching and nursmg nuns. I This Cathol:Lc school

proved to be needed as by 1901, the populat:l.onl of

AddlngtOn Parish had r1sen to 357747 48

llsted as .Roman Cathollc,' and those of French orlgln

1136 49 If lt can be assumed that the maJorlty of ""/': S

Francophones were Cathollc 1t would appear that the ma- -

Jorlty of the students in. the Copvent\School were French—

speakmg.' A new Engllsh school was .soon constructed-- :

\

', the: Andrew Street School, sometlmes known as the Grammar ~ '

Scho°1 .‘:"..‘-: ) "’ . ‘x - I" "::, N - .‘." . i .. ,.l . ) !‘“

In 1910 however .all the three schools were: destroyed -

by a flre wh:Lch started 1n Rlchards Saw M:Lll, spreadlng

iy :rapldly by a strong east w:Lnd By the end of the day, :

Campbellton was totally razed- that i.s all dwelllngs

but two or three.-\ The schools stores hospltal news- '
.50

| paper off:.ces, etc.,” had been destroyed., There had

.46
House

-

Census of Canada, Vol l p 18 \

48 Ibld P 164

:{l*f‘; 49 Tbid., p. 2920 SR

of whoth 1549 _ were co

‘Arehiwes_--S"'is'ters."'of'S'a_int' Jbse’ph B‘athurst "Motherv; R

MacBeath p 25
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.was a new Grammar School the Andrew Street Schoo

~all the teachers there were -Engllsh 9peak1ng, wh11e many '
© of the students from the Convent were French speaklng
| .The Roseberry Street School was bu11t at thlS tlme, ,

becanse of ‘the overcrowdmg in the Grammar Schoo

- the b:.llngual hlgh school.

. House,

. . . N . . o
. . . - L . .
. . . - [
i . ' . . ., i

,; " ., el . « . -

:"were dev:.sed and carrled out lmmedlately on the recon-‘

."educatlon due to the 1ack of facllltles but there SOOn

151 ,d

Hospltal Thls was run by the. Slsters of Salnt Joseph

“untll 1918, when the bu11d1ng agaln burned down At th:.s

(

‘ .pomt the s1sters found runnlng a hospltal and a. school

e,

' too .demandln..g and rebullt on].y ‘the hospltal. 5‘2 ‘Man‘y of ~

‘the)students'who‘ attended this sthooi lost another year En

N i

"‘as there were mot enough rooms in the. Grammar School and

- \

53

154

*.. At this .p01nt, 1t-1s.1mportant to mote that some

Acadian families settled in Campbellton and Atholville

B .Awher‘e their» children. would atténd the‘ above.-mentioned

51 L. - T S

“This is the same school Wthh sixty _ two years
1ater would beccme the central 1ssue in the division of

52 Archlves--Slsters of Salnt Joseph Bathurst Mother

.‘.)_

53

' 5-'4 Re1d p 13, | S B ; o

"been, fortunately, ‘no 1oss of 11fe and as a result plans ..

structlon of the town Some students did lose a- year of '

.. separate Convent Sehool as. part of the new Hotel Dleu

B

LT Private J.nformatlon Luc1e Loubert for‘mer student
of ‘the. Convent. : S :

,/‘

o
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‘ schools and the fathers would work ‘at: the many shingle ’-' W
-‘mllls and/or the Canadlan Natlonal Rallways Most ‘

o fam111es however settled 1.n small h mogeneous com-

B

" ‘munities away from the already estab*.’z*lshed Engllsh-

speak:.ng populatlon The pr1.mary settlements were 1.n )

‘fSt Albert St Arthur Val g’ Amour ‘and Malause 55 ]'

These famllles, in the rdral dlstrlcts,,were often 