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‘ Norman Duncan. Duncan was a prollflc wrlter of 20 books,

'U‘&eath 1n 1916 ThlS paper ls a result of 1nterv1ews w1th.‘

1ng, and as 1s the concensus among crltlcs, hls best work,

'hls flrst summer in Newf&undland 1n 1900, nd in hlS sub- %gﬁ'
isqusnt v151ts to the 1sland, Duncan was captlvated and
flnsplred by the flshermen of Newfoundland Who eked a llve-'

<;llhood from so harsh an env1ronment.. Thelr struggle sym—

'hstrated ln hl&aNewfoundland wrltlngs as well as- ln hlS C

4“11‘ - M‘; . ABSTRACT E nfiT. l;:h R ?‘.4L.

ThlS 1s the flrst attempt to wrlte a scholar‘ly blo—;' v

’

jgraphy of the 1mportant and neglected Canadlan wrlter,,;

A

fand numerous storles and artlcles before hlS prematﬁfé . ,}'3

_the few remalnlng people who knew Duncan, and a study of . \'Q

a

‘hls publlshed and unpuBllshed‘work Most of Duncan s ert-'

B "y
-

dealt w1th Newfoundland and Duncan s'reactlon to 1t. Durlng '

A

bollzed for'Duncan man 5 struggle 1n a harsh and oppres-‘
SlVe unlverse. Duncan s capa01ty to enter sympathetlcally

into the llfe style of the people he descrlbed was demon—"

s H
=

storles about the Syrlans 1n New York, the desert wanderers;ﬂ‘

"of Palestlne and Egypt, and the’ settlers of Australia. _ *" ‘

"Thls paper refers to the wrltings lnsofar as they eluc1date o

-the man_sllmferstory; Hls;blography.ls~traced fromAh;s
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: : bi‘rth 1n Brantford OntarJ.o, .1n- 1871 to hJ.s untimely o)
B cmmE 'death ,:.n Fr dom.a, New York, in 1916 HJ.s work w1th _'.g i
’ s . uhe '. a o e .',‘ . ’
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L s = . ke ¢ el
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L F The Greenwood/ cemetery in Brantford, OntarJ.o, records '
. O
: ‘ {
) ,the grave s:.te of a certa:.n James Duncan. "A natJ.ve of County -
s fo 8! : C. N
K . . Down, Ireland " James, !who was the uncle of Norman Duncan, :
r 5came to the New World in’ 1847, at the age of 23 . He was, an»
o i : s |
- o 1maglnat1ve young man,’ as can be seen from hlS letters sent
‘ R 4back home to hls parents in Newtownards, Ireland l;e was a 1
school teacher/ by profess:.on and he was hopeful of ga1n1ng .
- employment 1n the New World, ‘as an 1mprovement on. the Old .
/ A
.Hls 7r1ef 1ife, however was marked by no such RS I
_J.mprovement and,‘ as the gravestone reports, he dled 1n 1848 -1
,. at the age of 24 His letters sent to ‘his famlly in Ireland '
, . [ . s o 1
; were for the most part flctltlous accounts of the successes . 1 :
; ‘whlch he was hav1ng in the New World Encouraged by these ' o 1
’ reports, James' father, James, Sr., left ’Ireland w1th his “iC
w1fe, Jane, and hlS whole famlly, and sa:.led to flndl pros— ] _
perity in this new. Jand, Ontarlo, hbout whlch his son had o
‘ "wr:Ltten so enthus.r stn.cally By the tJ.me that James, Jr. - z
: , ¢ ; , " -
.heard about thJ.s voyage Ithe famlly was. already under way : 21
; '-‘and there was no way ‘to stop them. . )
! L ' E
A . The young man' 5 dlary records a’ steady decllne in §
¢ / Q-
o .

hrs health from the. trme of the recelpt of thls news,- as

- Y . e
\ .- L. i [ a

Lt Dy B ] ot #
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. . N . ol
day by day the, t1me app oached when hlS parents and S.‘Lb-

ot

llngs would arrive from Ireland w1th a11 thelr possess:Lons,

i . seeklng the good fortune wh:.ch they belleved he had- found

~

> S

: Wlthln a year -heé was’ dead.-

' ' e - . toe - . i~

James,' Jr., had\a 51ster, Henrletta, who d1ed in 1906, ':

N .

' a
_ and also three brothers-‘ Cornellus (1817;—}877), Julius (1834-—. '

1908) ' and Robert Augustus (1837 1891) Aobert A, Duncan

o .
was the father of Norman- Duncan, who is the subject of thls
thesrs. : '_ S :

James, Jr., had been 11v1ng in- Brantford, wh1ch was.

then. and is’ now the- pr1nc1pal town in Brant County, ntarlo..

- It ‘was at: Brantford that Norman Duncan was born on: July 2, .

‘..f 1871 - Hls mother was Susan Hawley Duncan, from all 1ndlca-—'

- tions a gentle and lovable woman. Susan s famlly had moved

_ to Ontarlo from New Yorlq state earl:Ler m the century,. }{er

3 . . .

. /

o father was Abram Hawley, who had moved to Canada when he ‘was

_,s:Lx years old [ Susan s mother, Jane Barton Hawley, was born

Y

" in 1806 in Steuben cOunty, New York state.' Jane moved w1th

her famlly to Ca1nsv1lle, Ontarlo, in 1820, when she was 14

'-years old. Calnsv111e is about four m11es from Brantford, o

and it was ‘at Calnsville tﬂat she met her husband, Abram S :

Hawley, and in 1826 they were marrled. , S STy

Abram and Jane Hawley had seven daughters and three '

.o . ¢ L .
- son's.' Thelr eldest daughter, Mary, marned a .man from

o Brantford named Wllllam Weldlng, who owned a large pottery

‘shop on Darllng Street ) It was probably through thlS con- ', - |

: ctlon that Norman $ father, Robert'Auqustus, came’. to knowo
“&

¢

wenmeFLTY

iy

- A

A

P
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. Ca1nsv1lle 1n 1841, and around the year 1860 shefanarrié

RobertJAugustus Duncan. Both were the youngest of the:.r

. - - - -
Sy "\ / . . B PN

3 fanu.lles. ' ,;,Jf", S
Robert A Duncan and hls w1fe came to live J.n Brant- ¢
; ford at Acton ,Vlllas on Darlmg Stx:eet.l The house 1s stn.ll

. /
b staﬂ‘éing today as a duplex apartment at/156 and‘ 158 Darllng

- Street Thelr f:Lrst two ch:.ldren, Robert and Mary, dled 1n

I J,nfancy. The flrst surv:l.v:l.ng chJ.ld was Robert Kennedy

. Duncan, who was born in 1868 Norman was born in 1871 at

l .

.»what J.S now’ 158 Darl:.ng Street. In 1876, 'therr 1ast. sar- -

N vrvrng ch:.ld, Ernest,°was born. A-daughter,',.}iﬁni'iy','- later

> - i
N R

’ dled in 1nfancy

'_ ‘ It has not been poss1ble to ascertaln the work at

: ‘which- Robert Augustus Duncan was employed J.n Brantford t"'
4 -:Ls known that the famxly moved through a number of towns in:

southern Ontar:Lo dur.l.ng Norman s boyhood 2 These towns '

1ncluded Brantford, Fergus and M:Ltchell 'I‘here has been

’some suggest:.on that Robert Augustus Duncan was a sh:.ftless
‘ fellow who could not apply himself effectively to hlS

busmess 1nterests.- One of the few references to Norman%

: ‘father .'L,S a newspaper report on the la.fe of Norman s older
N . \‘u B . . '

l"I-lonor Memory of Glfted CanadJ.an Author," Torcnto s

Staf ‘April 28, 1922

: 2Norman Duncan, Battles Royal Down North (New Iork-
Flemlng H., Revell, lBlBT p 9. .- .

e S T T - tans e vy pnn e same

: Mary Hawley 5 younger s:Lster, Susan.‘ Susan was born in /f 1

oo

Ao e o e
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all 1nterested in the experlments of hlS cleve«r son.

,',

brother, Robert Kennedy Duncan, a noted sc1ent:|.st ' "HJ.s
. »

father had a- small manufacturlxig bu51ness and was not at \
' 3
"

Recent excavatlons at Brantford have unearthed the B

remalns of Wllllam Weldlng s pottery shop on, Darllnq Street. -

ThlS bulldlng wae 1n the 1870 ) and the 1880 s m{ged:.ately

adjacent to the Duncan household at 158 Darllng Street. '

w

Weldlng s w:Lfe and Norman 5. mother were smters hence '

' Norman s father, Robert Augustus, may have been assoc::.ated

w1th hlS brother-ln-law 1n the pottery bus:.ness. o PRI

. .
. N ©
e / o,

Duncan s earllest memorles of ch:.ldhood would be of -

these Brantford days on Darllng Street., Hls relat:.onshlps o

‘ ‘w1th hlS two ,brothers and especlally w1th his mother, were L

' 1975 J1I1,

very close from thése early days and throughout the remalnder -

=y

of thelr llves. ) These relatlonships and hls memorles of

,ch:.ldhood were to have a notlceable effect upon hls wrlt:.ng.

. A N -

There were several prorru.nent fam111es of Duncan s 1n _
. Brantford bes:.des the Robert Augustus Duncans. ' Sara Jeanette

' Dunean, who wrote the flrst Canad:l.an novel The Imperlallst,

orn J.n Brantford J.n 1861~.~ 'l‘he novel 13 set :Ln Brant-

- ‘ford, whlch is thmnly dlsgulsed ‘as Elgrn.‘ Her bl!‘th place

g -1_s now .Thorpe s Fune_ral P‘arlor _near the_ Alexander Graham

; . .
' 3 s . I s : S

3Herbert N., Casson, "Y Remember Norman Duncan, _

‘M:Ltchell Advocate, August 8, 1974, P.

R 4"Sarah Jeanette Duncan," Encyclopaedla Canadlanna, N

e aa e

<
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/“

family. A famly record of the tlme ment:.ons hlS occupatlon

of°,the club‘members was H.W_.~ Casson, who recalled-': '
. a L -

vaguely as"‘merchant, with no mentlon of the extent of \, R

hls bus:.ness ,' or’ the goods he bought and sold. L i B

Ve

After a brlef s\tay xn Fergus the family once aga:n.n

moved thlé tlme td M:Ltchell, Ontara.o ,‘ "when Norman was “

"6 It was here that Duncan attended pule.c .

about th:l.rteen.
school and h:l.gh school.v Even as a student he was sald to '
have been very energetic in all thlngs, and eSpecmlly 1n ,. '
llterary act1v1t1es. Wlth hls‘brother, Robert, ) he formed f
a 1iterary and depating club among the boys he knew at’ .,
mtchell. " He .then persuaded hJ.s parents ‘to allow the mem-,-'l

bers to use the attic of their house as a club room. ‘ One. o
¢ - .. ( . '

o o ‘. ‘o .

5Fam:.1y Record at’ the home of Miss Susan Duncan, I
New York City. . ‘ N : : :

»\'" , 6E J Hathaway, "Who .Who in- Canad:Lan therature, .

The Canadran Bookman, June, 1926, P 171 v_\/ Cen T "

i @ PRI S PR SO SR Y
. c TR e L he
. L e \.. ] \ 5. " : _ "l:’/'
. Bell Me‘xnorial' 'Park,.' However,/s&he .was not related to’ Norman e i
Duncan. :l. - f. S ; ‘ .
" The’ famlly of Robert Augustus Duncan moved from ’ )
Brantford to Fergus, Ontano,' around the year.ldhﬁ. It J.s
known that Norman 8 mother had a brother llving in Fergus
-
at thls tJ.me, and it may have been that they moved tO’ be
with or nearn him. Oncg_agalll, 1t 15 dlfflcult to ascertaln oo Y m
the manner WJ.n th.ch Robert Augustus Duncan sustalned hlS . o v




. .
R 2 ~ v <L .. . s -
e P . LR | 5 - - ’
‘T - . A -
A K R Lo : . ~
‘ ! Q T . M o a ~ . y i
i ! - . N - LA ..
R L » S ‘ p
. . N CEEPE AR N
. ] ; ° . i p
- LY .~ . . . 4. N
@ - , . ; S . . L . oo
e « ) AN Loy - ‘ . . . .
k - . S Loy - o, .
o f .- PR Lo - (2 S‘ ll B
s st ; PR - "
¢ v, ! e A . ' 2 ° R N . -
° ‘ . . K { ~ ! ! . L
- . B . N "v Lt T
R . - L L H e
Tie & N . =
“ ' ° . . T ® . 1@ 6
. . ., e L] .
o N ' ’ 0 1 . 1
e . ¢
P . ', " { .

o Atrthe top of the Duncan home %as a large empty loft
' . 'and it was fitted 'up.as a 'hall'with chaifs. and’a-

. ~ 'platform. A Boys\Debatlng Club was. formed- . There _,‘..‘
e \‘~{wbre elght of us. There were the twb Duncan boys. I R
. - . There was Fergus Kyle, who afterwards became -an FRTR
iy v illustrator -in Tordnto., There was Wilfred B.:Race .

«who is-now head of  the’ Ontario:School for +the Blind.
s -“Mhere was Alfred’ Hord who betame .a  lawyer in Western
RUTEAE » Canada, and: ‘thetre was . Warren’ Thompson who became a’

e ”7\~ successful bu51ness man. /. 73‘.«‘”. : A
f;{};" S R f :The club became'very popular and soon w1dened 1ts 1nterests
"';.‘ "“ - " . . . (*‘ ot

R 'to 1nclude chess tournaments and dbbates W1th the nearby
e LAl s B v .
RN e qj towns such as Brantford. Sometlmes the young men debated
- « -‘~ ‘4 " -~

AA;V;QET';ef;,xfoF 1n the town hall in: front of the mayor aqd the townspeople.

e ..;.-,\ P .

One of their toplcsuwas “Resdhmﬂ That the Death of Mary

'zzlé-fgzéijzw‘h:. JQueen of the Scots‘has‘qustlfled . Tt was recorded tqet N
;:'57€:75;ff'j:f \ the luckless queen 1ostathe verdlgt. ~;5~fli | PRI
“ii,ijL.:f; ;Ct, Hj;l_lv The constant collaborator w1th Duncan in thQSe‘bOY"; S
,“i } ] : f | hood,exploltslwas hlS Slder brother, Robert.- Robert was5f_ ?f ,
;ff-yii‘i?*“n}:lf%} two years - blder’ than Norman, and he went Jon to become fﬂ‘“ f?f;isf

T

(3 -
> ‘- ~

‘g : R ._ « . W . :-'. R s ‘“ . \
“ﬂ%jﬁ.--,-:. . ," famous in- hlS own rlght as a, chemlst and sC1ent1f1c 1nno—.',,

RO SN

A :Y. e .Natdt. Robert Kennedy Duncan has been called by many the e
i ,(S\ AR father of modern chem1cal résearch :in the. Unlted States.au N

;" - ‘ . oo .‘"‘/ v P by . M

el U He establlshed the flrst 1ndustr1al fellowshlps 1n sclence, o
O B N - ; e
s IR g§j TN and he foupded the Mellon Instltute 1n Plttsburgh, Pa., B

oo T ey e e

' g whlch today has over- 120 chemlsts worklng and researchrng e
. “ﬁj;ffﬁf 'fi';for~3ndustr1al advancement ' Robert s dream was to brldge ‘ﬁﬁ%??;

-
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the gap between chemlcal research and 1ndustry ln the early

. ftwentlet century He wrote a number of text books for the

;venthu51asm\9.f "' "_ o ii- . {u. TN

';a 4udy of chemlstry, before hlS untlmely death in 1914

l

:fThese are admlred today for thE1r 1ucrd1ty, 1n51ght and

N SE o TR e
g,\e ,“&*lh-.h

.e'

N
/ U .

‘?beetles, blrds'_eggs, and the assorted natural 1tems of

-

. [
-g;the Duncan boys had” a laboratory at helr home.u ThlS was

”often the occasion of much embarrassment and confu31on due

fSaturdays 1n the woods near Mltchell collectrng bugs,,nuﬂ’»bjﬂ

N

" \to smoke exp1051ons, 1nsect escapes, and-foul smells. There

' pr bably encouraged byrhlm..

/

,./‘

fhlgh school. ‘He was an -ideal- boy tralner.. ‘He made
knowledge fasc1natrng.- He. encouraged aus. intour’

-t .

hobbles.( He taught : us’ to thlnk and to create.LQ L ”iﬁwf

;;;buncan had one other'brother, Ernest, w1th whom he was very

i

5:jijclose.: Ernest .was - the youngest of the three Duncan boys

- SR The three text books wrltten\by R K. Duncan are;‘. |

j{fThe New' Knowledge (1905), The Chemistry of - Commerce (1907),

'.and Some Chemrcal Problems of Today (1911) -
'~'lOCasson, Duncan,-p.‘ilﬁ'; ‘v~tj¥‘} : T,.'?f,-
LT N P DA
. "",‘L‘ﬂ .. e R ‘A L . ‘: \ ) BN _:

o N "’ - .‘;‘J‘ ;-

PN

lfiand hlS blrth c01n01ded rth Norman s own blrthday. Norman e

u‘1nterest to an amateur sc1entlst Be51des the debatlng club,

All of us boys ln our debatlng club owed much to f']b ,7f'ﬂ
.. -William Eliott; ‘theé head{eachdt of the Mitchell

.
»

As boys, Norman,'Robert and thelr frlends often spent

%»
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""1buncan3family.> Norman's uncle, and- grandfather had been

o chkens by heart. Norman s. last effects lncluded a first

'. B . B '1

5\was f1ve at the tlme,.and on hlS return home from Sunday
School ‘on h1s blrthday he was told that hlS present was a

¢
\ ‘ e s

', new baby brother. He contlnued to be very lov1ng and

3 protectlve toward Ernest for the remalnder of hlS llfe.»u.

HlS younger brother may have taken advaﬂtage of Duncan S

concern for hlm at tlmes.: As a Chlld Ernest would hold
hlS breath untll he turned red 1n the face. Duncan would

become frantlc w1th worry and the only way to relleve Ergest

N -

from asphyx1at10n was to throw cold water on h1m.‘ It .seens

. '

that Ernest enjoyed thls prank much more than the sens1t1ve;j‘ :

Norman.kﬂi . “..'4\ ] o :y» e

' All three brothers had an expressed fondness for Y

A llterature.‘ chkens, Tennyson and Stevenson were faVOrltes

of the Duncan boys. They could all quote long passages from

-~

editlon of chkens' The Old Curloslty Shop and photographs '

. |

.

’;of chkens London.' Readlng was a, matter of hablt w1th the Ti

L

. e :
‘school teachers, ‘as’ were he and h1s brother, Robert. B

-
Norman Duncan was’ to be a. newspaper man for much of

hls 11fe.‘ HlS flrst experlence w1th journallsm came whlle'

Y

Evhe was Stlll l1v1ng 1n Mitchell. He was the 1ocal\corre—

T ﬂspondent‘for the Stratford Beacon. A year later he dec1ded

'pto@embark on a career 1n journallsm, .'+ and on the q\

LT

.strength of hlS experlence as a. correspondent, he secured

o P A-.Q

\,-

-

BT T S -
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three months“as a reporter 1n Wlndsoru Ontario -he-returned

o ., t.-.-’ 3 y
\ I3 . 5 . x A . »

=X “hin
home suffering from acute home51ckﬂess and resol

to enter the field“of Jounnallsm agaln.m e
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" "'Accordlng to hlS tombStOne, Duncan s father, Robert

Augustus, dled one month before Norman celebrated hls

+

tweht1éth blrthday 1n June 1891

”5, 7father ‘is notlceably absent from Duncan s later storles and

novels, and 1t 1s dlfflcult to estlmate how severe a: loss
oL 'r°hls father s .death occa51oned for hlm.r His. older‘brother,f )
i " '.Robert, was at thls t1me attendlng the Un1ver51ty of Toronto,;,
TR - and Duncan followed hlS brother and enrolled at the Unlver-,
E L 1: 3°51ty 1n the fall of 1891. Hls younger brother, Ernest, was

14 years old and Stlll 1n hlgh school.{ Hls mother, Susan,l

Hawley Duncan, was a recent w1dow of. just a few mOnths when

L “-~cr_rneruncan left. hls famlly and boyhood frlends 1n Mltchell and

T A moved to Toronto.' -w_”_ 'ff‘h}f: .,zf" - '
SE Ve Even as-a young man of 20 Duncan had the outgolng &
o ,"' personallty and ease of . acqualntance whlch were to character-

T ~..'ize both hlmself and Robert 1n,1ater 11fe. Robert had "
L . . N - ‘
BREE .\\started hlS studles at the Unlver31ty of'Toronto two,years
f:”' earller and had dlstlngulshed hlmself by ach1ev1ng flrst
:\f' class honorsrln phy51cs and chemlstry Thus, Robert could
s »;.jn':l 1ntrodﬁce Norman to many of hlS frlends 1n the faculty of
t ot Y
. : o , e e e . )
- ool \ .‘.() R Lt
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‘ : d \'/ ) i .

: The 1nfluence of hls-J”' SR

R
S
e
A
' ]
e !
i
.o
co.
0
N i
./’.

e 2 ik

TP




. of SCLence. 'For this reason, and because of-his brother'si

“_'.“ll: )

¢ . g

‘success Duncan enrolled in the sc1ence faculty 1nstead of .

"jthe faculty of llterature. He was later to-regret this .

-dec151on.'“, '.":: o

Duncan soon had many frlends of Kls own in Toronto

-1nclud1ng a thoughtful and ardently rellglous young man

’ named—Blll K1ng " This was Wllliam Lyon Mackenzle Klng, whofi

‘ later served in the Laurler Government as Mlnlster of Labor,.l

'and 1n 1921 became Prlme Mlnlster of Canada Years later,‘w

Norman s brother, Ernest.. .'-f o ' “A\

1)

just after. Duncan dled, Klng wrote a very mov1ng letter to
\

P “~

V0

My dear Dr.. Duncani © ., ' el

I cannot express -how 'sad it has been to me to read -,
-of the sudden death of nw,old and very dear friend o
~ .Norman.. 'You may know that many years ago we shnred
» lodgings on Fremantle St. in Toronto, and- we have been
'the closest of frlends _ever sznce., R :

e

Klng s dlary prov1des an 1nterest1ng gllmpse of Duncan ~dur-.

3

.;1ng those Unlver51tymdays 1n Toronto. Duncan 1s mentloned

s . . R

i .cally in six dlfferent dlary entrles and is referred

- s 7

'to more generally in- many others.‘ The Duncan who emerged

|9

from the Mackenz1e K1ng dlarles 1s a very unhappy man. He

appeared to be 111 and dlscontented most of the tlme. Heq

was not succeedlng at hls studles and he was hav1ng flnanc1al

- . Y

”problems. He often took refuge from these con51derable

‘1916

-worrles 1n carou51ng, drlnklng, and lechery. The flrst

/

lLetter, Macken21e K1ng +to- Ernest Duncan, October 23,,



" gSep'tember' 30, 1894,

L w1th two prostltutes -on Klng Street-‘

. Klng Street to talk to the glrls about Chrlstlanlty and

.. ’ [ B y M
- . e
R ) .

referernice to Duncan in King's diaries :is lnﬁtheventry for -

[N

S Thls afternoon I read for a’ Whlle=then'went to.

re51dence ‘to see: Duncan, he. looks better than I o
‘have ‘seen him for a.long time. We were glad to '

seeéach other again.2 .7 . . . 7>L “;; 4

~

Several days later the dlary records how the two young men,

¢ 4

Duncan and Klng, went out together\for a nlght on the town.r

) ThlS entry 1nc1uded the 1nc1dent of thelr spendlng the nlght

@ o] . .
N . . .

wo small
~}dictlonar1es and I got-tickets,from Billy G for the
"Rose Hidl Folly Co," at the Academy . . . . I had
" dinner at re51dence w1th Duncan then we went to’ the
theatre. We laughed -a- good deal, some'of the jokes
were rather- good. We wefit- out with two girls who
" live. on . King. Street and down. to their rooms till .
nearly 2 A.M.. I got pretty well the  history of the
. girls' lives. When we left we had some steak at a
" restaurant. I stayed- all- night with Durican at the
resrdence.' We both felt rather badly.3

{ B,

Duncan and I went down town and he sold m

‘l

It 1s certaln that Klng felt badly,'for he 1ater returned to -

thelr 1mmoral way of 11fe.‘ He spoke to the glrls about

+ * i

the story of Jesus and ‘the woman taken in adultery, and at -

1east one, of the ghrls was reformed as a result of hls

effort.4

2Dlarles of Macken21e Klng, Mlcrofrlm Robarts

\ lerary, Toronto, Ontarlo, September 22 1894, p. 80.

* 3Ibld- A p- 80
_4Ib1d., p. 84.



'~_‘excep perhaps the 1nten51ty of thélr c0nversatlon-f'

'~K1ng was g01ng through a perlod in hls llfe which bordered ‘ ﬂ']ﬁ
\ﬂ:on rellglous fanat1c1sm, and thlS may have caused such |

: ;experlences.

The nemt mentlon of Duncan 1s an entry an Klng s

"diary two weeks later. -"Was much shocked to’ learn that
. UNLM. Duncan was- very 51ck.v 1;eel extremely sorry."sy'on'

the next day, October 17 Klng v151ted Duncan, who was in. * S

bed, and durlng the course—of thelr conversatlon Klng

fa'nted and-fell to-the-floor.: thtle explanatlon is glven,

Tonight I had an’ experlence I never wish to have :
“"again. Went ‘to see poor Duncan’ who- is very ‘sick.
While talking to him I felt my ,consciousness going
from me, before a few- seconds I fell'in a'dead ' /.-
falnt on the floor. Burb brought me to.6

L}

AT

te

.‘.
.

'. The next reference to Duncan, that of January 2,

4 v

u'1895, SEems to 1nd1cate that Klng trled to cheer and pos—

51b1y to reform a despondent and unpeaceful Duncan-'os'_' o .
I wandered over to var ty and had a long talk W1th
- N.M., Duncan. We then went for a walk together and -
‘took in a show at the Musee. . Glad 'his'mind was not .
so weak as-to enjoy ‘the performance « .« . Charlie
“and I then went -down to Dunc's room in residence
had a cup. of .coffee. and a very pleasant chat 7,

King's prlvate reflectlon on the state -of young Duncan s

v
LN

'mlnd, and the objectlonable quallty of the performance,-

. 1bid:,~p »84.5 AR

'.GIbld., p. 84 L S T S l‘=']l-; R

-~
' LI

7DJ.arJ.es of Macken21e Klng, Mlcrofllm, Robarts lerary,

‘: Toronto, Ontarlo, January 2 1895, p,.2;'

—
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’, offer an unspoken 1ns1ght into the llfe of Norman Dudd%g 1n;

£

Toronto. .‘One’ 1ast fleetlng reference to Duncan 1n the KLng;

dlarles occurrei ﬁour months later, in May, 1895, when Klng.

-

:3 wrote- -";-ﬁ:. called at re51dence sav Dunc."8 Thls 1nd1-

i

cateeﬂthat in 1ate sprlng of 1895 Duncan was still in.

o Toronto and 11v1ng at the Unlver51ty of Toronto res1dence.

Norman Duncan and Macken21e K1ng had another mutual

1nterest Wthh added to thelr frlendshlp wh11e at the

, Unlver51ty of Toronto.: Both were newspaper Journallsts-

Klng wrote for the Toronto Globe,g and Duncan had wrltten

<

for the Stratford Beacon and the Wlndsor Dally Record. Both -

- men, were worklng on- the Un1Ver51ty maga21ne, Varsrty, durlng

/

the w1nter of 1895. It was durlng ‘this wlnter that an 1ncr-

. dent of some polltlcal 1mportance occurred at the Unlver51ty,

=Y

'-D and Var51ty, 1ts directors and wr1ters found themselves at

. 4

the very center of 1t This series’ of events in Norman o

Duncan s llfe is described brlefly in an artlcle publlshed

\

30 years 1aterw1n the Canadlan Bookman. n*‘ )

" At the flrst class electlons of the year 95 he was

. elected to the Board of Directors of Varsity, the

_ university newspaper, ‘defeating -Arthur Strlnger -for
.the position; and associated with him were Lieut.

. Colonel John A. Cooper 'as editor,. and Rt Hon. W.L. -

" Mackenzie King .as president of the: year.,

“'».. A directorship, however did not call for llterary

service but it so' happened. that an insurrection took -

place at ‘that -time in the:university, following an

. -
I

8IbJ.d., p..38. T ;rt_: R co

9K:mg Dlarles, 1894, p.’ é,‘:,,f‘
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,arbltary and unp0pular actlon of the Pre51dent of the’
- university. The ‘class.jwent on.strike. ' Duncan ]Olned
. the insurgents and refralned from attending certain '
) claSSes during the’ entlre Yyear, - He also wrote a
"series of letters to tﬁ’ Torcntq Globe in defence of -
... the ! students’. p051t10n,iunder the name. of A Gentleman
o of the First Year n10 o

1,""'

4
i
k -

fThe student strlke at the Unlver51ty of Toronto durlng the

1

'5§w1nter of 1895 resulted inla showdown between the Governlng :

'”\address the students. The éoc1allstslwere denled access to

_ﬂ'The students promptly held the meetlng outsade the Unlver51ty,1 _fj'

g -_.,;5.«,'104

~the scheduled appearance of( two 50c1allsts who hadlbeen._'i—l g

'v1nv1ted with other speakers to come to the Unlver51ty and .

z‘thelr unorthodox rellgloUS v1ews. Most students objected

i:a large amount of’ unwanted pub11c1ty for the Unlverelty

"h‘Counc1l, 1nclud1ng the Preeldent of the Unlver51ty, and the

"~.Unlverslty magazrhe, ar51t&.¢ The dlspute centered upon f . ST

I

. . .

1.

the Unlver51ty by the admrnlstratlon, osten51bly because of

"~ to thlS 1nterference and Var51tx wrote a bltlng edltorlal o

'condemnlng the admlnlstratlon and questlonlng 1ts motlves..f

* Fear,: ‘or ‘SOme’ short 51ghted pollcy, has prevented .an

-open and honest statement; of thé objections to this : “_fldﬂ

. meeting,’ It is therefore small wonder that all sorts.
. of ugly surmlses arlse.l}_ , ‘

“'.

'-where a large and enthu51ast1c audlence assembLed to hear ' f}1<

‘the two 5001allsts. A debate between the rlval factlons had

3

A

lo"Norman Duncan,ﬂ Canadlan Bookman, June, 1926,.«

¥

Var51tz (Unlver51ty of Toronto), January\16, 1895,,-~'

v

LT UL VRPN S -
S, - . -

i e e o

.meanwhlle developed in the Toronto Globe. ThlB prec1p1tated '"k;.jfﬁf
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_ admlnlstratlon,'as charge and counter-charge was made by the T 'Q
N

students "and’ professors allke. Frustrated 1n thelr attempt

to stop the meetlng -and’ the debate Whlch had ensued the'

“

‘ admlnlstratlon struck back They dlsmlssed a professor e

aand T o e e

named Dale MhO had 51ded w1th the. students, and they \_'; e
demanded the suspen51on of the edltor of Var51ty and a |

prlnted apblogy from the new edltor. When Var51ty prlnted

S RS S Py Y S

f an explanatlon of 1ts charges but no apology, the admlnls—

- L ¢
. ' 3

tratlon declared that the new edltor Tucker, would not- be 4:'4: RN

3
T

allowed to wrlte hlS flnal B A. exams that May.

A",

IR Members of the staff at VarSLty reacted to thls

>~

ERBIERNE NG SN A

- -blatant affront to’ freedom of the press. They made speeches

to groups Of - students., They wrote letters tb ‘the’ news- . - 8
v o PO
papers. They c1rcu1ated a petltlon in support of Tucker. R ER

N G
Then at” a meetlng of the students, held on’ Frrday, February 3

© 154 Macken21e K1ng “moved the resolutlon to str1ke untll

"12

: we were granted an 1nvestlgation.: The students d1d strlke .';;m-’fﬁg.

nd an 1nvestlgat10n was soon promlsed and carrled out by "A,JQ f"li f_
the admlnlstratlon of the Unlver51ty. As Klng recorded

~1n his’ dlary at Ehe 1nvest1§atlon .8 conc1u51on, "1t is
2

rather a whltewashdng affalr.“13 Tucker was. Stlll refused L o f;:ii

admlsslon to the exam hall in May, but was relnstated ‘in - ;:'1‘ N R

the follow1ng September..Professor Dale was rehlred. , B , B ; e

A : - .t
oo s : )
L y LT S L R

12 - : . : ,‘ . ..". . :‘_. ‘_.:: '.Y

K1ng Dlarles, 1895, p. 15..

13Ib1d., 1895 P 34.?,,f o e .flurf
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“,’: @-l; In concludlng the eVents of this period in Norman

. . <' v ' : gr’ . -
For Norman Duncan, 1895 was an exc1t1ng year, but

' 1t was supposed to have been his graduating year.. He d1d

not graduate, although the Univer51ty @f Toronto records»rff

do not otfer any eluc1dation._ It ‘is’ quite tonceivable that

s AT 3

- he wrote«and failed hlS exams, for . Klng s dlary records
. ,_,/

that ‘he was’. st111 at the Univer51ty in May, 1895., A"

¢ t

R Canadlan Bookman artlcle states that the 501ence course

whlch Duncan was studying "proved altogether distasteful,

and 1n 1895 he left univer31ty w1thout graduating .

)

’ A -

L

DUncan s llfe. one other 1tem is 1mportant In 1895“‘Dﬁncanﬁ-

probably had hlS first acquaintance w1th the 1sland df New—

*~found1and a’ country w1th whlch he was to soon become very

famlllar.\ Most of Duncan s later storles and artlcles, and

3"approx1mately half hlS books are about Newfoundland

Most of the letters to the edltor publlshed during

the student strlke appeared in the Toronto Globe.; Another

news 1tem wh&ch received w1de and extensxve coverage
- W

1n "the Globe that same w1nter and spring was the debate

1n Newfoundland concerning confederation w1th Canada..

Thls issue sparked great 1nterest 1n Torontom The New—-

foundland delegation 1n the negotlatlons was 1nvited to

Toronto to address the Board of Trade 1n April 18951 The '

léBOd]ﬁﬂah, Duncan,p, ]_72..-- ‘ ) _"",‘ | 4
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‘four man delegatlon from the 1sland, lncludlng Robert Bond

R

h,and Edward Morrls, was 1nv1ted to Toronto by the Toronto

City Ceun011.15_.ﬁj[

’

o In March 1895, the Globe carrled a front page story

“on the srtuatlon in Newfoundland. The story told of the
. iy '
- present governmgnt under Wllllam Whiteway and the rallwayr\

he was attemptlng to bulld . The abject poverty and destltu-'

ﬂ

:tlon in. Newfoundland descrlbed by these artlcles prompted :

‘the Toronto readers to ralse and send noney . to the strlcken A

el 1sland and its. 1nhab1tants.L6- Accounts of the St.iJohn 8

v

airlot of’ 1895 asgyell as many dlscu551ons of the flnanc1a1~

.(pllght on the 1sland appeared 1n the Globe. -.on Apnl 26,
"the Globe recorded that Newfoundland had rejected the terms I
"of unlon proposed by- Canada, and was determined to remain

.proudly 1ndependent.l.7 In the aftermath o; the Newfoundland

' u“confederatlon 1ssue the Canadlan government's dlSCUSSlon of

‘ the terms of unlon in Ottawa was all reported falthfully by

the Glohe.

e

Since Norman Duncan was in Toronto durlng these months,/

and was obvrously followxng the press reports of the student }

N Tu

strlke in the Globe, 1t 15 reasonable to 1nfer that he wouid

be aware of the debate over Newfoundland's confederatlon "

.o "1‘
. K Vo

v
N '

15 Globe (Toronto), Apfll 13, 1895, po 7. T

lGGlobe 4March 26, 1895, p.
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Toronto ..-wa_s a- diffacult- -

Wllf red Greh-- e
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B, 1'aged N _.
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these years,‘-universzl.ty and hlgh school «exgenses

working,
Duncan had bungled hls degree at the I}nlvefsa.ty»-of

Tofronto Iby e:Lther. ;Ea:Ll:Lng or skJ. ,.'h.'LS exams

luz:'é‘,.. 1no. doubt,

te by Mat:ken

Norman Duncan' Battles 'Royal Bowh North,..,{,;lth an
J.ntroduct:.qn by Wilfred T. _Grenfell [New York:: “Flem:.ng
Revell, H 1918) ' p' .,7- M 3 ¥

v P
Ot

.“
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Mellon nst:u;ute Publ cat ion

e
34 I3 . . ¥ LR TR 0
o e ,\«u,

¥ 3 .~3D1ar1es of Mackenzn.e K:Lng, Mlcrofﬂm,

'.E.'ih!-"a'l'i’-’j?. "Toronto, ‘Ontam.o, 1894 . "P- 34
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Measure df ‘a- Man., John Falrmeadow,_the hero,"ls temporarlly

. . -, l' ‘.' ot Y 2 R
LR SR o : B

;dlsapp01nted because of hlS fallure to pass hlS examlnatlon

)

MYer11l whatzUo RS
”Flunk, I-tell” you'ﬁ o EAE o
"That "S- awful sald the Beast.

}5%» L?fVa?f”:: RO 'added 1mpress;vely -"I‘ll flunk.,ﬁﬂ;‘

ellanCe'on alcohol[ for Ehe emalnder of hlS llfe'6 ‘iggn,,ff,[

'1895 Duncan was poor and w1thout any set dlrectlon for hlS

y Fleming i ’rRevell,>1911), p.__ 258.

June,‘1926, 171
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_,,-.__,

ﬂfJ051ah Manuel,‘pxlvate 1nterv;ew held 1n Innlsfaal
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.3:", a boys "

"‘.wwhole ‘world - is mother—love. ‘whiéh. began in “the’

t?br%;.AFlemrng‘H. Revell 19037 - Foreword. "™

. . ' .
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most consplcuous part1crpant in. thls relatlonshlp between

7 and she made a great dlsplay of her love for her

sons, espec1ally for Norman who dld not have a famlly of

hls own.' Duncan responded warmly to thls affectlon, both

.. A . v--t. < |

r’d‘ln real llfe and 1n hlS wr1t1ngs. HlS flrst book The Soul

of the Street, 1s dedlcated as follows.j "Mother/ Here 1si

the FlOWer of/ Your Love.“s Hls flrst novel 1s the story

of a Labrador doctor, and 1t 1s extraneously prefaced w1th

»

the follow1ng laudatlon of mother love- _\:': ?j?flg,;lfi'

-;f:a,‘ And the glory of the coast .- and the glory of
" :beginning’ and has 'continued to this. present time -
;unchanged - the great conStant of the problem.?

L

In 1905,/Duncan wrote hlS second novel The Mother,

Ve ‘,

which 1s the story of a’ posse551ve, almost 1ncestuous IOVe

‘f

between a. mother and her young son.f ThlS novel descrrbes

I N N )

the/fear of the mother that her son w1ll eventually mature

and abandon her for another.woman- "'ﬁg,' qu'i *~_ff”

o ! - 3 . Lo :"_ 0 [

.,.,:7'

LR s

Fy

8Norman Duncan, The Soul of the Street (New York-
McClure, Phllllps and Company, 190‘), Dedlcatlon.z-

.ty

Norman Duncan, Dbctor Luke of the Labrador (New

Letter from Susan Duncan, Brantford Ontarlo,:;if~j;5~$-1.5
June 15 1903 B u.;_gg FE ’1‘ IR ”h~§~;‘:,

1i.Duncan and hlS consangulne famlly was hlS mother. When the‘:” T

famlly was separated she wrote that she "llved for her 3 s

.

N e ',pf""' .

PP



perceptlon of allenatlon - of 1nev1table loss..]-'O. S

;explores the .theme of motherA love.. In th:Ls novel, a ll-tt

" He. -asks the pretty lady in black. S f'

R "'Want-a—norphan"“ll R A

"'when they would be together agaln. ‘

. / :
"We are l:Lke the llghts on’ the rlver," she said.

- go dlffere.nt ways." .. .. AR .
* "We ‘will not go!" R VUL
"The river will take us." B s )
: The  boy was puzzled: he. 1lifted his head to watch the
" liglits -drift past;’ far below; and. he was’ much troubled
- by this’ mystery ‘She tried to gather his; legs into .
© her’lap. - tc hold him as'she used to do when’ ‘he’ ‘was:a -
“child at her: breast; but -he was now - grown ‘too’ large- for
that; . and she suffered, again the familiar pain: -a - *:

L]

' orphan boy is alqne on a west bound tran_n, on Chr:.stmas Eve
anght. He is. belng returned to the lnstltutlon by a dls-

sat:l.sfled fam:.ly. In hlS longlng for a. mother, he asks the

‘ ’passengers on the traln 1f they want to adopt an orphan. ~

e CL . f N . Cosl -

' "Do you want one”" '
"Want what?". ="

w )

' -‘,f'Susan ] letters to Norman reveal a great concern and affec— ‘

.

' . tJ.on. She encouraged h1m on’ the prospects of hls career aS' -

1
12

-bered by thJ.s possess:.ve love of hls mother, but rather :

loNorman Duncan, The Mother (New York., F_leming H.”

‘.:Revell 1905), pp: 28-29.

11

A

1?Susan._ Dunecan, lette_r. . -j':- K

"The river will take us %o the place where the llghts

R Norman Duncan, “The ° Sultable Chlld (New York- Flem:.ng*
oH Revell, 1909) , p.- 40.:, - . & :

S ) The Sultable Ch:le 1s another\of Duncan s novels’;whj"".ch '

"a wrlter, and she wrote how much she mlssed hJ.m, and planned v

: Duncan was not encum— I

B S TP S N “

i
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”1stry teacher in’ Auburn at the "Academlc ngh School.“”
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-'”'séemed to draw strength from thelr relatlonshlp.,

Soon after he flnlshed un1versrty, 1n 1895 Dundan

I
Went to Auburn, New York where hls mother and brothers were

_illv1ng.. Susan s famlly had orlglnally llved 1n New York

-~ 2 - I |

fstate, and 51nce 1893, Robert had been emplbyed as a chem—lf

13,'

f;Duncan s youngest brother,‘Ernest, was flnlshlng hlS last

‘year of hlgh school and g01ng ‘on to sEudy dentlstry at the ;”

14

‘:Unlver51ty of Pennsylvanla..., f‘, ']f ':~;>

After his brlef perlod of employment w1th the Wlndsor‘ B

‘Dally Record,_Duncan had resolved never to enter the f1eld
' of journallsm aga1n.¥§ However, c1rcumstances nece551tated

ifhls flndlng a job, ‘and in the ffhal months of 1895 he went -

Y

16

'to work ‘as a reporter Wlth the Auburn Bulletln. . One. of
Y"the news 1tems wh1ch Duncan covered for the Bulletln was

.the Charles Burgess murder trlal of 1896.~ He was very

'1apleased w1th hls own wrltlng about thlS 1oca11y faMous
‘f;trlal, and he collected all hls publlshed artlcles from the

.Bulletln_ln,a-large~scrapbooka ThlS scrapbook story of the

:,.'.'"“" 16

: 13Hamor, Impre531ons, p. l;? “h.‘fll el

-

14

15

Grenf611, Introductlon, p. 9_, e

2
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Ty o s Bt ppe e o 130

e IR
- B vy S P - . e

. : Susan Duncan, prlvate 1nterv1ew held 1n New York ‘%"'
L c1ty, Nowmﬁxm 1976 R ) . - :

Hathaway, “Who s Who," p l7l o f\:f':{ilmllfd:fﬂii-
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tr1al is stlll extant although it has never been,publlshed
By 1897 Robert and Susan Duncan had already moved

to New York Clty, where Robert was a teacher at the "Doctor

Jullus Sach s Colleglate Instltute. . In 1897, Duncan 301ned-‘ﬁ~'¥a
= hlS famlly in- New York Clty} where hlS earller work w1th the
' Auburn Bulletln fac111tated hlS securlng a.p031t10n ‘on the'”“,

":staff of the prestlglous SaturdayﬁEvenlng Post. The next

N four years w1th the Post were four of the most rewardlng and

[}

enjoyable years of : Duncan s llfe. 8.

Durlng these years ‘he

IECEIVEd several promotlons, and succeeded at hlS work He

was free to pursue hls own 1nterests as a wrlter, and he -

developed as never before hlS promlslng talents.

In 1898, while w1th the Post, Duncan served as a Sl

- ,
) correspondent in the Spanlsh- erican war whlch begam,that v

“:if year.. Hecwas sent to the, Unlted States naval statlon at

Montauk Polnt N. Y., to report on’ the preparatlons and ﬂﬂt73“'

_ later. the course of the war.;?5

the new a551stant secretary of the navy, Theodore Roosevelt ;f

-5[ who was eagerly preparlng for the war w1th Spaln. Rooseveltf

. -

had left hlS very successful p051t10n as clty pollce commls—

'

”'=51oner in order to help organlze the powerful Unlted States_j

.00

PR

Susan Duncan/ Interv1ew.

' 18Grenfell Introductlon, P, 9} PR

°19Frederlck vaen J“To Remember Norman Duncan,-
Saturday Nrght, June - 20 1942 p. 29. . (P

7 .4 . !

At Montauk Polnt, Duncan met .

PV NS



‘"had prev1ously sympathlzed w1th the Cubans agalnst the

;“Post wrote embelllshed accounts of the struggle as: the

"1ipropaganda. 21 ThlS was the journallstlc cllmate Whlch : J

v

‘exp101ts would haVe for their readers.‘ Roosevelt was’ also
'2 admlred by many of the press for his. flamboyant tenure as . i:-' 'iaff
,,lclty pollce comn1531oner of’ New York, when hlS sensatlonal ;prf |
”':war agalnst crlme and corruptlon was.w1dely pub11c1zed,

Jespec1ally ‘his . Sunday clos;ng law for bars and saloons.

..ThlS was of spec1al concern .to Duncan who was conV1nced of

- ha'VY- PR
\ domlnatlon of Spaln.. In 1898, newspapers, 1nc1ud1ng the : ":,o,

._Spanlsh atroc1t1es agalnst the helpless Cubans bordered on

- . ’ . 4 ' . . ’ "'-" .
Amerlcan newspapers of the Hearst and Pulltzer chalns"

P

¢

’

v1ctor1es occurred Sensatlonal newspaper accounts of N

produced the 1ncred1ble legends of Teddy Roosevelt and hlS
"Rough Rlders." Reporters :such as Duncan admlred Roosevelt

1mmen9e1y, and they also apprec1ated the appeal whlch h1s

r

\

F 22

o vtk o nd it e et e s s
K .- o

a

) the corruptlng 1nf1uence whlch l;quor was,hav1ng in the" R

' 11ves of manylyoung men of h1s geheration. Thls was soon

';to be ‘a recurrlng theme 1n -his wrltlng, as the lnfluence of .

”»} . Ibld,‘

- kilix; 685

I

.%O"Thegeore Rooseuelf}“fEncyCIopedia Americana,'ls74f“‘

.

o
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> ‘ : ‘ R R S
llquor found 1ts way 1nto hls own llfe. The‘war'ended in“

-

1898 and Roosevelt campalgned for the gOVernorshlp of New .w

York state.‘ Duncan was one of the reporters who followed
'":Feﬂ h1m through the state on’ hlS v1ctor10us campalgn.23'//

“J/EH"J ;ﬁ;" § Duncan s, artlcles were belng well recelved at the .

- . . ~ . T
,ak“ N./ 7 .a

-

g Post, and hlS employers offered hlm a - promotlon/to city”

’-edxtor. He amazedomany of hls frlends by refu51ng the offer,

1

o ;3\ B so that he could have more freedom to roam at w1ll through—ifni

f out the crty and 1nvestlgate subjects that were of 1nterest

to h1m.24 Frederlck vaen wrote about thlS perlod in. Dun-
,can's llfe.' h’ ’ . "'_ ‘“2 B
o .He had certalnly in the ordlnary course of report—
.ing-shown that -he had the makings of .a special artlcle
“writer in him, and. he had, . promptly, his desire. With
. free-hand granted him he went prying into the various
o "preolncts of polyglot New .York. The picturesqueness.
\ - . -of many of them as much as the humanlty that was common
~>-‘~"- ' ;Ito all attracted h1m.25 -7 .

T Promotlons ensued, and 1n the course of hlS four years w1th '
the Post,'"Duncan served succe551ve1y as reporter, copy e

edltor on c1ty desk, spec1al wrlter for the 01ty and

N flnally, ed1tor of the Saturday supplment "261
,‘.J.v‘ -°~.4 S 23, " -l;- . LT cL T " B
< . e N1Ven, To. Remember: Norman Duncan," p.. 29.
. T B i / R Ll e
N Ibld. )
: C l_':‘x‘, 26Grenfell, Introductlon, P. 9;'i_ H
o Y
L S L g
) . - R
: : p

“Duncan told them that he wanted to work as.a "SpGClal" wr1ter,_7

T~



. new home, whlch was the largest c:Lty on : - the: cont:.nent. They'.

'1and "which they _attempted to maz.ntaln. : The Syrlans seemed -

28

Duncan s 1nterest 1n the varlous sectlons cf New -

' York C:Lty eventually led hlm to the Syrlan Quarter on the

foa

1ower east slde. ‘ H:Ls relatlonshlp w1th these Syrlan 1.mnu— R .

—

grants reveals another dlmensn.on in- Duncan 5. many faceted

o -

personal:z.ty. A great :\,ntlmacy developed Between the young

f reporter and the ‘citizens whdi he 1nterv1ewed. -' Many of them

) were. destltute and home51ck ,for a natlve« land which ‘had. been o i

~

---‘overrun by the Turks.‘ Most of them were bew11dered :Ln the:.r' ‘
, ! ‘
were adrlft w:.thout the sustalnlng customs of thelr home-

" to- accept Duncan as they accepted fow others, and his stor:l.es Y

1

‘ and artlcles reveal an unusual 1nt:|.macy between author and o

‘,;-subject. -

. In the Ser.an Colony he was speedlly understood and . NERS A
.at home. -Chiefs of the colony frequently called.on: = ...
him to" give adv1ce, or to arbitrate. dlsputes, and on
.a.visit of the Turkish minister to “"Little ‘Syria" the
young : €anadian was 1nv1ted to -make the leading speech .
of welcome and to- ‘lay before him the Syrlan requests.27

Duncan explored the1r way of life, the:Lr mus.w, poetry and

" their. llterature. He trled to capture theJ.r very way of
fllfe in these stor:.es-——the very essence of theJ.r ex:.stence.

.'_;One of the characters descrlbed in The Soul of the Street

4

. lS Nageeb F1an1, "The Greatest Player 1n all the World L

“on the 'third nlght Nageeb FlanJ. came out of hlS roam,.
and when the rain had' swapt the noisy traffic from.

Yo '27Ni'\rén‘,f“;'l'.o Remember Norman:Duncan," p. 29.
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Ty

the street, he . played the new—born musié for th ' '")..',' N

- frlends "and 'his frlends' friends in the back room-
_of the shop. It was then that the. .doctor, moved - to, _
. tears and sobs, ‘solomly said there was no greater - . A
. player 'in all the world, and rising, called upon '
_~the company to drink to.the health of Nageeb Flanl, o .
hJ.s frlend, the master of the v1011n A o e

-
As

in the Post, Duncan began sub-' K

P2

Bes:Ldes his "spec1al"

'-.mJ.ttJ.ng a number of these short storles to var:Lous popular

magazlnes 1n New York. These early short stor:.es set ln :

' . ‘For example, in- hlS story "The Under Shepherd," the young

,:the Syrlan Quarter were all rejected by the publlshers.

A ";,"F:Lnally, one carefully rewrltten story crossed the desk of" )

i o/

| Ida Tarbell who wa\s the edltor of McClure S maga21ne. On "

I ;her reconunendat:.on the. story was publlshed in Atlant:l.c ‘

~

' -.magaz;me, and other publz.shed stor:.es by Duncan soon fol—-

lowed. JHis stor:Les were publlshed ln maga21nes 1nclud1ng

Outlook Atlant:.c, and McClure s.2’9

- In 1900 a collectmn of these storles was publlshed

‘ } by McClure, Ph:lllps and Company, called 'I‘he Soul of ~1:he ‘

: 'Street.g Duncan s fJ.rst book comprlses a sympathet:.c study

of the Syrlan 1mm1grants in thelr dally l1fe,' and it shows.

e

'Duncan s compass:.on for the mlnor:Lty, the poor and oppressed.. '

3.

w:.fe of "Sadahala the Merchant" 1s caught 1n a love tr1-

~

angle w1th her husband and the fJ.erce "Atta the Wrestler. "

k]

28Duncr:m, The Soul of the Street, P. 55. .
~ .
.29

Hathaway, Canad:.an Bookman, p. 172.‘ i ‘

-~
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.'-',She is saved from her trouble by the brave prJ.est Father

—

"-.':N:Lkola, who rlsks hlS 11fe to demand that the wrestler leave

"":whose mother spends most Qf her days 1ntox1cated

" the boy by telllng h1m storles.

’ 'stor:.es, such as Father N:Lkola, Doctor Effe_ndl, and the.

newspaper edltor, Khalll Khayat. The latterx endures a

30

her to her husband.,. Another V1ct1m in thlS quarter of

‘.'vpoverty and“‘lts\afflllated vices is B:Llly Halloran, a

o Crlppled boy in ‘the' story "In the Absence of Mrs. Halloran

_ saved from lonellness and despa:.r by the selfless Khal:l.l

.43‘.

Khayat, who rlsks 1nsu1t and 1njury to VlSlt and to cheer o
. '
31 R

Among these v:.ct:.ms are the heroes of Duncan s

N

"-starvatlon salary so tha\t he may er.te hJ.s stor:.es of free-

32

dom and encouragement for} his countrymen._ ; These char—
. A

R acters endure personal ?rdshlp in order to help those less
fortunate than themselves. Doctor Effendl has gJ.ven up a

,prosperous practlce in order to come to the Quarter and

serve those who are poor.33
30Duncan, Tlge Soul of the Street, p. 122
3lIbld- ' p. 27. ‘ . s ‘ '~ " ".
‘~-, 3 Ibldql p' 220 - . 4 ; v_‘ - ._‘ ‘.. : -,..:.v‘-"
SRR ' '

the Street' " The Bookman, Vol.. XII p.., '584.

R
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ﬂutchms Hapgood, “Norman Duncan s . ‘_The Soul of .
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Ny and 1t presaged h:Ls future success as a novellst and story

' wrlter. »

" 21nes.3.-4 'I‘he three Duncan brothers were helplng each other

‘as much as was p0551ble and supportlng each other flnanc:l.ally

. land is occupled by a huge structure called the j"FlatJ_ron

u

. R B ... . . B . . :
‘ “ . RN -« s ' ! e o s oo L . 31 :
A . : e - . s .- '._',\ -

-

Const.ltuent tralts of Duncan s llterary style, . such

‘ _as pathos, 1dea115m, and gushlng sympathy for oppressed
-".characters, espec:.ally chlldren,' can ‘be observed in this

:flrst book. . His techm.que was developlng, and The Soul of

’the Street’ is a 51gn1f1cant mllestone in that development. N ._)"f

It represented an achlevement as hlS fJ,rst publlshed VOlume,

./ .

' o A -t

At thJ.s tlme Robert Duncan »Jas pursulng a career in

" chemlstry, .and Duncan encouraged hls\mher\m/sﬁb///—#

artlcles on h:Ls st.entJ.fJ.c stud:.es to the\ edltors whom k\ae

A

. kn‘éw in New York. Many of’ these stor:.es and artlcles by ,

. :

Robert Kennedy Duncan were publlshed by the New York maga— o

1n thelr educatlon expenses.B.s' Duncan and hls mother occu-

' "pa.ed a qu.te in ‘New York at the Cumberland apartments,

1ocated in a trlan.gular plot of land where Broadway crosses

...\Flfth Avenue at-Madlson Square. Presently, thlS ’plot of

'bu:.ldlng; ThlS was the center of one of the most .

34Hamox:; -Impres'siOns, fi. : 2.‘“ o R
3SSusan Duncan, Intervn.ew. : o N St

6Ib.1d o Te T e
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fashlonable areas of -New York in - 1900 The location is\

also very near “the old Flemn.ng H. Reve],l publ:.shmg ‘off}ces

: at 158 FJ.fth Avenue, which were soon to play an mportant
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’ artlcle for McClure 5. Duncan ‘was. to sall to St. Anthony, ‘

vislted the Atlantlc coast of the U’nJ.ted States 1n order

ol to. wrlte about the flshlng settlements, but found them

i'writlng’s.l He declded to go to Newfoundland 1n order to

\

study and wr:u.te about the way of llfe there._ Duncan dls-

LIRS

L cussed the matter w1th the edltor of McClure 5, magaz:.ne

v «

who cormnlss:.oned h:Lm to go to Newfoundland and wr1te an )

.

1n Newfoundland‘ and secureé an 1nterv1ew w1th rSlr W1lfred

- - . ,

) Grenfell, the mission doctor and phllanthroplst who was :

-rapldly becomlng known 1n the United. States through hls\

Q

successful fund ralslng cathpalgns. Duncan was 1ater to

P.

be of great serv1ce to Grenfell s mlssmn because of the

v . N - -
. .

o
-
-
“ 5
\ 3
]
,
s
;
»
"

-

his book.s gave _‘the doctor_ ,s-w,ork.- in

4

overcrowded w1th tourJ.sts and unsultable for study 1n hls

S
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K . E.J. Hathaway, "Who s Who in Canad:.an theratu-re,", L
. The Canadlan Bookman, June, 1926, p. 172 LT oo o
zIbld. S o L
' . - . 3 ) . ! J" - -
3Jos:Lah Manuel, pr1vate 1nterv1ew held in,. Innisfail, e
° Alberta, November, 1976. T R L ‘
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One of the most 51gn1f1cant events in Duncan s 1J.fe L - .
e occurred 1n the summer of 1900 wﬁen he v1s:1ted the 1sland
. n . - ,_, -
. of. Newfoundland. - As a ."spec1a1“ wr:Lter, he ‘had already R
"—.‘:‘: "‘ -
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. I Newfoundland As 1nd1cated earller,,Duncan had probably -i:ﬁ

e " read about Nveoundland 1n the Toronto Globe ln 1895" Hlsilf e

»
o ~

L 2 S P

" s‘ “ Who gave up eiéood practlce in. the East to take care of :
f s ”.;f;i;l'the proletarlan Syrlans“ 1n/New York 4? Thls book was Tf :
A;fgjfi‘_ﬂﬁ,ﬁffz ‘ wrltten before Duncan ur51ted Newfoundland and the referell
R T A S . W . RS
.Z A ' ence to Doctor Effendl bears obv1ous resemhlance to Gren-‘ﬁvm'
l’ﬂ - bjidff;”‘ . fell, who 1eft England Ain’ order to practice medlc1ne on v
jz f? L the bleak coasts ‘of Newfoundland:and Labrador.A ThlS 1nd1;ﬁis'”1fz
]ﬁ;iﬁfffﬁl;‘ cates an acquaantance w1th Newfoundlan preVlouS_tO.'izfla
L SR Duncan s V151t rn 1900.,,:L;i;f:*ii i{if;‘::yfj{f.h
. - v . S ST

. O L. . P
N A AR Duncan dreaded sea traveL for he‘usually became‘

o L.

e ‘v ~' t"' o . L K
h;f"gg;t v1olently seas:ck.l He made elaborate plans 1n order to

A:;.%i~;f,j;\§avq}d a long sea trlp. He took the trarn from.New York

5‘”,""' v A4 4 0

B . e w s IR & Latv s & »
woovL R
AR £

in;:fle él&?; %raﬁelled on the recently completed Newfoundland rtllway

f::if%ie to Lew1$porte." From Lew1sporte he took the steamer'"Ryle“
{:;i'l Z to Explorts whene he.was to change vessels tocthe coastal
:if'ﬁ ;f'—t;*.{w]" steamer whlch was Salllng down to St. Anthony The “Kyle“

f§ﬁfdwﬂlf?”;" o took buncan from Lew;sporte to Explorts‘under command of

. . N 4 - . '-'.-'
. .. . 3 . .. ., o A \.\ VoL . . . .
-, ) . . . ! . e . - .

hd . R B o . R . S - ! oo ’ " ot ’ ‘.'

o ;";Ai,ﬁ'k:;;'"'“V;Aéﬂutchlns Hapgood, "Norman Duncan s;'The Soul‘of
' J:..P“?;- :the Street' by The Bookman, Fall 1900 Vol 12,~pp.1583 585
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oneopubllshed bOkaln 1900 The Soul of the Street, con—l"

tdlns a reﬁerence to "the 1mportant and hlgh-souled doctor;; A

to. Canada.a From NoVa Scotla he took the brlef ferry crq?s-i'f

e nq:;‘f 1ng toaPort aux Basques 1n Newaundlandm From therevhe”v,x'

t
:"..
NI
l.v ., .
PR P
.
. ‘§4.""
P
. i
RN
o Y
S
S
2.
¥ (]
')-~ .
3
T
. i -
. ", q
P Y E
W&t .
T
B . .’-.
-



n ] : e "\' = - 3 C A i
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'_ i Sklpper Joab Knee.6' The vessel's maln purpose was to 3
- ..;-' ”' Shlp fre:.ght, especlally food 'and egu'lpment', lbetwe-en - f ".'.";-' “
i b ,-_':' |. "'. Levnsporte a‘nd Exploz.ts. Pas"s‘enger facllltles were meager & 4- ':;3"‘ i
° i'_' o or pone;:istent. b The nnmber of passengers on the voyage‘ \""
i SRERRNTS n varled from 20 or 30‘ to'none‘ at’ all.'-"‘_._:'.‘ ’ ﬁ' gl
.: :"fl ' :\,...’ _’ . " AS expecte’d, Duncan beoame seasu:k on the brlef sea‘ . :
‘.E.’-:': y - iy voyage to.Exp101ts..8. .He was snpposed to meet the.%coast.a.l‘ 5
‘ L : st_eame_r whlch'vgas ulé.klng the run between St‘- John" e M
[ A - .":‘i . Cape Bauld,wcarr;rng snpplles ,‘ ‘pa'ssengers‘ " food ‘and mall ; - 9
) et 2 b Wl ta sty | ) "
Unless a large quanthty ot cargo was dte for discharg:mg ‘
i : '.‘.':,L : " ﬁrom the "Kyle, that vessel usually anehored off” ‘
" ‘ . the‘ whar.f and sent J.n a. small boat w:,th the passengers b
o Y and the"ea'r'go.. Th::.s‘was the case when.. Dunoan arr:.ved fro
o ' I.ew:.sporte: o ;rhen he dlscovered to- bé.s chagrln that the- R :"
i ' steamer gmng to St..,Anthony had already departed and "
] . ’ would not be' returm.ng for another two Weeks.gul Duncan{l r
:' " Q::; was very :Lll ahd therefore reluctant to Iréturn lmmed:.ately
., “ Py p o B .._\ iy
s 4 A y to Lew.lsporte. . Capta.m Knee made .arrangements for Duncan ; - )
) " to—-stay nlth a frlend qfh:Ls, Jab%z Manuel, J.-n Explo:Lts :': ~-"-‘:~""‘:‘:"i_' ﬁ.f J -
’,, = 1 - ,.\ E;cplo:.ts in’ the summer.o‘f l9b0 was a proeperous r p A
“ fish:.ng connnnnlty of over ‘500' persons. ‘-I'.ocated 'J.n the % * '* i
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'H;‘by a wooden brldge ThlS brldge has subsequently been

f'these two 1slands.. Because of the central locatlon and
z'aﬂthe safe harbor, Exp101ts servea as a relay pornt for goods'

5‘Hand servrces en route to the Great Northern Penlnsula.r‘

L L L
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R t e . v '
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co A L T R -
. L. c . SIS . - N S
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center of Notre Dame Bay, 1t comprlsed two 1slands JOlned
L 3 , ‘)

{,.replaced by a concrete constructlon. The communlty was{y{

jspread along both 51des of the central harbor formed by

-:.t'

10”i'pf

o _flshlng equ1pment for the nelghborlng communltles 1n Notre

y

3,:Dame Bay._ Flnally, Explolts was the local outport market—»'.:

‘:Llng center where flsh was brought and then sent by the

4 L e B
merchants to St. John s for export to forelgn markets.,ﬁf ' A
'The safe harbor at Explolts is remlnlscent of the “Our.f
;_Harbor" descrlbed by Duncan An hlS flrst novel,.Doctor i”l
s Ao
1;Luke of the Labrador, four years later-[ ;:7 yn‘,'itﬂ‘?f\‘: B
:l, A . 1 * . .'" g
) ;f~Thus our harbor lay, ‘a Stlll deep ba51n, 1n the '
. shelter of. three islands and a ‘cape - .0f the mainland:’
* .and. we’ loved it, dear as it was, because we had been
born : ‘there and.knew no kinder land we boasted of -
SRR & <P in all the-harbors of. the Labrador, ‘because_it -
nhﬁ'was a safe place, whatever the gales that blew 11 ﬂ
':'% .';~. God s Warnlng broké the winds. £ om the North .
*  the -froth of the breakers, to be sureT came creeplng,gl,-“
> through ‘the north .tickle when the  sea'was high; but. L
- -no-great wave from ‘the open ever dlsturbed the quiet -
. “.water within. We were fended from the southerly . =
ggales by. the massrveizbeetllng brow of‘the‘Isle of :

quood Promlse e e eE L LT e

loIbld. ‘:.' . _"' '. . “" 'j . - ..'.: ’ . '.,4 . L 4 :_"' _’, 1":-.;'.: .

- . : . - - B

e ' RPN SN

Norman Duncan, Doctor Luke of the Labtador (New

.‘t:Yprk:‘ Flemlng H. Revell Company, 1904), Chapter 1; p 16.'f A'Juf;f
‘_.,'. L ot ' .*." '
ST 12, "

bed., p. 14.”;'

B R

{pExplolts also served as a dlstrlbutlon polnt for food and 1fj'¢5@ﬁf'ﬁ

fastorien
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f "y Jabez Manuel “took Duncan under hlS w1ng"13

"‘Exp101ts, and made arrangements for hlm to stay at the

Jhouse of hls brother and 51ster-1n—law. Jabez Operated

e»largest flSh buylng busrness 1n Explolts, whlch he had
_Q J Soe

ut” Jabez and hls younger brother, Chesley,

ffmanaged the bu51n ss in 1900 For many decades the Manuel

.

store was the MOst prosperous bu51ness 1n all of Explolts
14 -

)

A deep and lastlng
.-,1_

f_frlendshlp was soon. to develop between the young merchant

v

_pdifrom Newfoundland and the young writer from New York. Thlsf

o

- -

’:frlendshlp w1th Jabez and hls famlly had a profound effect

The bu51ness whlch Jabez had 1nher1ted from hls
father was a boomlng enterprlse that 1nvolved the buylng

of flSh albng the coast and from Labrador for reSale 1n ff

’ St John 8 ThlS flSh 1ater found 1ts way to Italy and

’i. New York He sold to the. flshermen along the coast all

the flshlng gear, food and other supplles whlch they needed
"l' :

from hlS father, J051ah Manuel The old man’ was ;

5, !

!u‘;'{‘ the vLst Indlés,‘and much of Jabez s herrlng was sold 1n R
ty - :

Under the Manuels flrm, a prOSperous boatbulldlng 1ndus- {f:

1

try flourlshed at Explomts. Each season two.orgthreetjl ’L:Libf‘

ol o ) 3 B
.~ "Josiah Manuel, Interview. L .,
v ) L . RN
- 14 . o R . -
- Ibid, L : ..
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| ‘ﬁi"i,', ’5*; ;i.j'- i ‘T‘::.‘u,‘ : }’%? 4 ’. ‘f.{} »“ li‘ ‘v{“?;vjafj.?. ITI:J‘,?f;.
o J?ﬁiflshlng schooners were bu11t.1§; These were ugpally. I P
g T ,?g{ifft operated by the company for a;season or two and ‘then:
EERTE N - ‘fsold wh11e they were st111 new.- Sometlmes they were.‘

';sold along Wlth thelr cargo of flSh to the Crosble famlly,:‘

PN

\'~;Q“:. .- :who were St John s cou51ns of the Manuels.‘ Jabez s

:.'company also bullt at least three 1arge three—masted Ves_"ﬁfi‘i:\éll
:tﬁfuv iﬁ ;fdllsels -£or the trans—Atlantl? trade.. These were alSO sold .
BT ”?:fto the Croshles in St. dohn s;dwho loaded them w1th flsh
+ ta Tand sent them to ‘the Medlterranean.' ThlS, of course; was

- before the introductlon of steam drlven vessels 1n ocean

LT “cr0531ngs,-

3 o ke

&:n]:F 5;31[ The Manuel famlly employed 15 to 20 schooners that
. . * N »

. plled the Labrador flsherles each summer.lﬁ' Each sprlng N
& .. - '— . B a8 - . »
o thelr fleet would sall down to Labrador and brlng back X

thelr cargoes of flSh 1ate in the summer or fall.- All y-l;f

.f:l 1'?pﬁf‘ the crews were pald a share, and they then bought the1r
T - supplles for the rest of the year from the company store.

-,

933‘f?.f:5\3*~y;‘d: It was - a very profltable bu51ness, and each year the T 'f'j PR

company saw a volume of business of one!hundred and f1fty

’ - ,;f to one hundred and elghty thousand dollars.??. '}' 5

; ‘ In 1892 Jabez Manuel marrled Mary Wlndsor.,.Thef‘
‘é; - Wlndsor famlf} owned the second largest retall and flSh
LA ) . AN . A

"‘ ::.‘;_: “‘ A ,.f. ‘\. ‘\_ ‘r' ‘ e _. ‘ 1sIbid. A “.‘ i ‘. . . ’\: . . . '.-" ‘ :" ‘ , ' h. a
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:wx'well at Exp101ts., .' L ,y':~<

. ' 7 . B . LY

~'j;buy1ng bu51ness 1n Exp101ts.' The weddlng celebratlons f‘

uflasted a- week as both familles re301ced 1n the unlon..

s It was Jabez and Mary Manuel whom Duncan came to know soﬁ- N

)

Duncan had come to Newfoundland hoplng to explorefﬁ

the llfe of 1ts flshermen for hrs storles.' The opportu-h\

vnltles that arose from=hls acc1dentally m1551ng the steamer

' to. St Anthony facllltated this hope far better than he

« o~

»H'Duncan.. o \:'] e 't- ‘f - "¢.<V-A:11N

.'ihad planned He d1d not - contlnue on to St.; thony that
;year, but declded to spend the entlre summer in" Exp101ts

'ffw1th the Manuels. Durlng that flrst summer in Exp101ts~1n-"

1900 Duncan stayed w1th Jabez 5 brother, Tom, and hlS

wife, Aunt Phoebe, a 11ve1y woman w1th a reputatlon for? '

0

."hav1ng an’ 1nvent1ve tongue. The couple had no chlldren

v,

~"and llved near the. Manuel store. Duncan spent his days;fxt
;”ln Explolts walklng over the hllls and explorlng the coastf~ R
-‘on foot.7 A number of people from Exp101ts recall hlS ‘love.

of nature and hls walks. Jabez s son, Joe, wr1tes of

° . ‘. . '. e -,

TR
N

I belng a young boy went for walks w1th h1m. Wé ,.qf
. .would climb the hills.and lie 1n the grass and talk
" He liked the outdoors.18 . :

St

~'Duncan seemed to love the company of young chlldren and

wds a great favorlte w1th them. He was a very generous

: 18Jos:.ah Manuel, personal letter to Tom Moore,_'"°

Z*v October 2, 1976.
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man, contlnually glv1ng them money for candy. Jabesz.--

son, Nprman, tells of Duncan s generoslty and of how

Jabez 1nstructed hls chlldren not to bother Duncan or

.

accept his money.lg' Norman Manuel, who was named after

al.Duncan 1n 1903, tells of an 1n01dent durlng the Duncan

ﬁ v151t of 1910 Duncan Came across the harbor to Jabez s

: N L -

store on a very W1ndy day. Jabez was,ﬂas usual, at work

¥

and as Duncan wanted a.travelllng companlon, ‘he calledrl
young Norman, who'was then seven years old, to go w1th hlm.v?f

o The obJect of Duncan s cur1051ty that day was a breakwater

&

’ whlch protected Exp101ts Harbor from the north Atlantlc. ,:3

Duncan wanted Fo watch the waves breaklng 1n agalnst the

land on the sea51de of the breakwater. The young man and

the boy d1d Just that 20

Jabez usually ‘did not. have much t1me to spend talk-
1ng w1th Duncan durlng\the 51x workdays of the week._ -
Duncan would often. go 1nto the net 1ofts and talk w1th the
flshermen and ‘hear’ thelr storles of llfe on the coast.:'fvﬁ

He would also talk w;th the hlred men at Manuel 's store,'
N

’espec1ally a Mr Cook whose role 1n Duncan s wrltlng w1ll

be dlscussed later 1n thlS chapter.A Old J051ah Manuel

T Jabezﬂs father, was no. 1onger of worklng age, and w1th the 3.5

s _ o e

N ) v

"f o 19Norman Manuel, prlvate 1nterV1ew held in Innls-"

fall Alerta, November, 1976
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. ,hlS days 51tt1ng near those who were at work, glVlng

”’together from the old man's supply of- rum

. « "
- [N
<

\status of reverence then afforded old’age, ‘he would spend

‘ adv1ce, noddlng off to sleep, and drlnklng large amounts
;of rum which he had 1mported-from St John s by the cask..

‘Duncan was 29 years old on hIS flrst trlp,to Newfoundland

and £rom all reports .was well dlsposed to elbow bendlng ‘.'

":even then.~ He and J051ah Manuel Sr.,‘spent many summer

afternoons 1n Exp101ts near the Manuel store, drlnklng o
21 |

Duncan spent a great amount of t1me talklng w1th the'ﬂ
Tflshermen, but he rarely went flshlng wrth them. rHls_fear‘

'VAof boats and ‘of seaSLCkness kept him on the shore.; During'.
‘hls stay ln Newfoundland he never dld accompany the fleet
-of schooners from the Manuel company Whlch went north to’

" fLabrador every sprlng*. At Exp101ts the men’ would flnlSh

; the day s work 1n the evenlng and. after supper many would

gather 1n the store to drlnk together and talk This dld

,—qt/

not 1nclude all the flshermen, but rather a few famlly

rfrlends. Jabez s son, Joe, recalls one such nlght, and the

-’ s

fpresence of a certaln Mr. Cook who was employed by the-"

';Manuel famlly.

There was a man named Cock who' worked for my

father who was a great-story teller and would.'talk .. SR
by the hour. . I think he ‘gave Mr. Durican quite a - L

few ideas for his stories. I sat up. late one’ nlght P
o . , . . . R AN

- 2l3osian Manuel, Interview, - - -~ i
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llstenlng to Cook and flnally fell asleep whlle R S
: srttlng on the counter of the store.zg . o T T

The stbry about "Plnch—a—PennyePeter,“‘and the 1dea of a
"3,

hearty seaman w1th a. frall rose plant 1n hlS cabln, -are'
'”5two examples dcgéhe many storles suggested by hlS frlends -

b"atlgxploits.' Young Joe Manuel was the model for Bllly

\

) Topsail, and- 1n splte bf Duncan 's | later denlals, Dr. Wllfred

-Crénfell was undoubtedly the model for Doctor Luke of the

k

Labrador. ;’I-»'ﬁ. g:

>

ff Duncan was very fond of Jabez s 51ster, Jenny, who,,'
although a pretty glrl was burdened w1th a deformed back

There 1s some rumor of a romantlc 1nVOIVement by Duncan

.whlch the lady dlscouraged because ‘of her feellngs of 1nca-r”
pac1ty. Thls cannot be conflrmed and 1t p0551bly arlses,'-,"

due to a dearth of such romantlc 1nter1udes 1n Duncan s llfe.“~

Duncan was also fond of the boy Norman, whom Mary

Manuel named after the wrlter 1n 1903. On the chlld's flrst

blrthday Duncan sent the famlly a 51lver cup w1th young

\

~

o Norman s'name on it." Duncan was fond,of all the Manuel boys o

and ‘was- generouS'to them. In 1910 he bought a twelve foot .

boat w1th a’ new two cyllnder englneffor Jabez s son, Raymond. .

The boat was bullt at Exp101ts by Captaln Jack Parnell 24
: - o T el Coa - . |
22 L T
J051ah Manuel Letter..‘._ L I
_ 23JOSlah Manuel, Interv1ew. e ff’m,’flnL'}lu.“A ”*if
‘24Ib1d “': Lo ~:fk" E TR
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whlch 1n 1910 was an 1nnovatlon. It 15 also 1nterest1ng

“.to note that the 111ustratbr of many of Duncan/a'books,“‘

-:George Hardlng, was 1n EXplOltS w1th Duncan 1n 1910, and

‘L«*palnted the 11tt1e boat S naine, on her pennant ( Duncan named

L Raymond'

o f1rm ‘ In51de the ‘cover of the copy sent,to-Joe, in Duncan s ;V

her the "Fllrt," as’a. prlvate joke between hlmself and

<

and young Joe Manuel, or J031ah, as he was called after hlS

. grandfather. In the dedlcatlon to the novel The Best of a-

'-tf’ Bad Job 1912 Duncan wrote, “To J051ah Windsor Manuel/

26

: aboard the 'Fog Free ZOne'/ 1n this fall weather*" e. ;

o,

i. ¢o Joe, who at lB years of age was stllu in Newfoundland

\I

a

’

Dear Joe, . ‘ ’ ' .

"® May this little book serve to recall to .you the .
best of the happy days you and I passed in good '

"~ -friendship together - and indeed they were happy
'tlmes which I shall not forget. - \

-g-handwrltlng, is the follow1ng note."

27

Prlvate note from Norman Duncan to Josiah Manuel, f

'; 1n51de front cover of The Best of a Bad Job, presently

located in the Norman Duncan ManueI collectlon, Innlsfall,
Alberta. \ o .o o .- .

& very spec1al affectlon developed between Duncan"""

Lf@l;?”' .

5,The craft was a novelty at the tlme because of the motor, e

;,sent the flrst copy. that came off the press that November o

. salllng in the'"Fog Free Zone,“'a schooner of hlS father s g;?‘

. Your friend of long standlng, .
: o , ' NorFan Dmmzn
7 ‘_;f‘__ " - ‘ ; ‘.— .o - . R . . ..“ ) ‘,.‘_ . . \ L
R
. 26Norman Duncan, The Best of a ‘Bad Job (New’York-/'i
:Flemlng H. Revell Company, 1912), Dedlcatlon..r . Ce .
B - 27
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A c0py of The Mother, 1905 ‘was sent to Joe s \.

mother w1th a note 1nscr1bed by the author.28 ] AN

Today, at 82 years of age, Joe Manuel has fond mem--

orles of Norman Duncan, whom he -calls "Mr Duncan.ﬁ :
. - “s" ", ‘
He was a very' generous man;’ also rellglous. He ,
' was very. good -to me and ‘my family, #gnd I- thought} S
very.highly . of him. - "The books.he gave me and my o .
- family [that he had written] are how- in the possession -
' of my..son Norman Duncan Manuel shom I named after ny.
'dear frlend T f : , :

1

B In 1901, when Duncan made a second summer trlp to Explolts,
s g
he_took yodnngoe back to-New York with him, /yhe boy,needed .

. . ‘ p R R e . A ."' .
=-hospitalization for tonsillitis.< Joe underwént Surgery in-

)

: New York for the remGVal of ‘his ton51ls and adenords, and
' stayed w1£h Duncan all that W1nter in hlS New York apart—

L ment. Joe's memorles of those days offer an excellent

p1cture of Duncan s. 11fe in New York. Thls w111 be dls-

cussed more exten51ve1y in a 1ater chapler.zr

~One W1nter between 1902 and 190§ Joe llved w1th mr

7
of Engllsh at Washlngton and Jeffer

Duncan 1n Washlngton, Pa., where th:/{atter was a. Professor f‘

on College.' Young Joe
went to school all w1nter 1n Washrngton at: Duncan s expense.

Once agaln many of Joe s memorles are qulte v1v1d:30 In -

- P

~1911' Joe was agaln with Duncan/ln New York. Jabez Manuel"

. 28pyivate note from Nogman Duncan to Mary Windsor o
Manuel, inside front cover of The-Mother, presently located

in:the Norman Duncan ‘Manuel’ collectlon, Innisfail, Alberta. .

2350siah Manuel; Letter,
0 30pig,
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was then 111 w1th asthma, and travelllng through the Unlted

States looklng for a new home 1n a more congenial cllmate.'
~

On hrs Journey through Florlda, whlch is descrlbed 1n hls

S

dlary, he was jOlned by Joe,and Duncan._ Later 1n the year
Duncan and Joe went north agaln, to Malne whlle Joe was’ x
waltlng for hlS boat returnlng to Newfoundland Thls was - |
late summeruof 1911 at a tlme when Duncan was hav1ng -

L}

trouble w1th hlS drlnklng. These months wrll be dlscussed .

.in.a later chapter.,’

The cr1t1cs unanymously agree that Duncan 5 Newfound-'~

AY -,

land wrltlngs comprlse hlS best work, and lt was through the QA.

Manuel famlly that Duncan s 1nterest 4in Newfoundland was

e

fostered; It is remarkable how readlly he was accepted at

Explolts and how close the people there became to “Mr _ _tf;.s~

Duncan," when on the surface they haa so llttle 1n common

"w1th hlm. It seems to have been a meetlng of klndred

splrlts.A

The Manuel men had the reputatlon of lacklng the 'f;j
keen rellglougbfervor of most other members of that 1solated
', communlty. " The: Manuels often drank, swore, and they d1d '
j:not~condone'the "holy roller“ prayer meetlngs whlch were _“

’-~thénipopu1arf31

*"'out religious convlctlons.~ Duncan had been baptlzed a
..-‘a N ! N v "\ - > ' . "

31

Josiah Manuel, Interview:: = .

ThlS is not to suggest ‘that they were’ W1th- o




Presbyteryan and hlS conv1ct10ns recur in hlS wr1t1ngs,;

"d‘ : . e " . -

4

- although%they may ‘not have 1ncluded the conventlonal forms -

- of worship of hlS day._nﬂhere 1s no record of his ever i\

¢ihav1ng dlscussed hls rellglous bellefs wrth hlS frlends at -

. g
Exp101tsw

Duncan also av01ded dlscu551ng the themes and 31gn1f-

‘flcance of his work w1th the- Manuels. To them he was a good

~ f‘man, warm and generous who dellghted in llstenlng to therr

k’_

N

on hrs summer holldays.

',storles and taklng thelr photographs. 'When asked why they

N

'.thought Duncan found Newfoundland so conduc1ve to hlS wrlt-u
) 1ng, they answered that he came to Newfoundland “to get

',1nformatlon for hlS storles,“ or that he came here.to relax

3z Whlle both answers are obv1ously

l g

true, they offer 11tt1e 1n51ght 1nto the worklngs of Duncan s

mlnd as he was preparlng his books. "v-:e S

3After Jabez s death in 1913 the Flrst World War

. fkllledﬂthe pr1ce of flSh, ané hls younger brother, Chesley,

'1 went bankrupt attemptlng to keep the long tlme famlly bu51-4‘

'ness v1able. ~ Young Joe was the head of the famlly after '

':‘ of Duncan s death in 1916.

) :4' . ., .
S 32 SR . : .

'-1913, and 1n 1915 he bought a farm in Innrsfall, Alberta,

'-out to Innlsfall 1n 1915, and 1t was there that he learned

hY

1pid. - L C

a

. .,
. - B
ooty

;5where he stlll.llves today. He moved hls mother and brothers




B P o
B :

i,

. not famlllar w1th Duncan 5. visits' and acqualntance w1th

. Sir Wllfred Grenfell. From storles such as The Doctor of

‘,1ncludes thelr photograph in the book

For some reason the 1nformants from Exp101ts are

L.

/ \

- as’ well as Grenfell s own wr1t1ngs, such an- acqualntance is

i

apparent. Duncan VlSlted St. Anthony, was a frlend of

'Grenfell's and was famlllar w1th the c;ew~o£~§renfell'

‘._hospltal Bhlp, the "Strathcona.ﬂ Duncan llStS the. crew by

name 1n hlS dedlcatlon to Doctor Grenfell s Parlsh,.andfv
33 '

Grenfell, 1n his1'

47

Sy

::Afternoon Arm, -1918, the novel Doctor. Luke of the Eabrador,

1ntroduct10n to Battles Royal,Down North refers to, "the .-_‘t>

. days when the wrlter of these stories was a guest aboard

our 11tt1e hosp1tal vessei w34, .-The doctor wrltes very

mov1ngly of his. frlendship w1th Duncan, and 1t is obv1ous

‘from Duncan s wrltlng that he greatly adm;red the doctors' .

,ﬂIn thellntroductlon to Doctor Grenfell's Parlsh he wrltes

. that the book was 1ntended “to spread the knowledge ‘of the

work of Dr. Wilfred Grenfellof the Royal Naval MlSSlon to

LR

7/ . N N N ~ ',"" . :!
..c.b T _' M
,33}orman Duncan; Doctor Grenfell's Parlsh (New York-
Flemlng H Revell Company, 1905), Dedicatlon.A S

‘ : .- , .
BANorman Duncan, Battles Rgxal Down: North (New York'

wFlemlng 'H.. Revell Company, 1918), Introductlon by . Wllfred

GrenfeLJ, B. 5. , o

. L . N ‘A . ’3
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x‘to Deep Sea Flshermen, at work. on- the coasts of Newfouédland P

Jo

(1904, and the book of es?ﬁys Doctor Grenfell's Parlsh, 1905','.‘
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= more harmful than. thelr orlglnal dlseases.,3.
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“Snd Labradori?
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t 35
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Grenfell s work, of the three hospltals wh1ch he operated,

.-‘-.l
and of the many patlents whom he served.._<

.and’to’the Labrador liveyer that Doctor Grenfell
devotes hlmself ‘The hospitdl at.Indian Harbor is
the center of the Labrador ‘dctivity; the hospital at-
uSt. Anthony is. de31gneq to ‘cate for the needs of the'

of all--receives patients .from all directions, but.
,iespe01ally from the harbours. of ‘the Strait and the
.- Gulf. *'In the little hospital shlp,l“Strathcona;"
- " the doctor darts ‘here and there and everywhere, all -
. summer long,3gesgondlng to calls, searchlng aut - the o

-

f' s v ~..
avallable to these poor people, and the great nece551ty of
Y /-'

Grenfell's serv1ces. HlS storles reflect a. great admlratlon

‘"for Grenfell and hlS m1551onary work along the coasts.<

n ~k .

Storles llke "The Healer from Far Away Cove“ descrlbe the

' people s, prlmltlve understandlng oﬁ the many complalnts w1th

wh1ch they were’ affllcted,'and thelr cures whlch were often
- A [ 37, S

_\ Duncan s reactlons to the Newfoundland flsher folk

are descrabed in many of hls storles.. The storles descrlbe

Lo . . . e

P Ibld., Dedlcatlon.‘flili 5457‘;uV_Q4131' I
._}.;.36 S o
S 37,

Phllllpsﬂ 1903), p. 187. .

It dg, . then, ‘to the outporter, to the men of the fleet .
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The book contalns many descrlptlons of eu_f\

B S

~French, shore folk; the hospltal at Battle: Harhor--*“qlffﬁlﬂ'
" the first established,. and possibly, the best equlpped -

" sick, ;n... i R L o L iu} {tﬁf“”m

""p Duncan was amazed at the prlmltlve medlcal fac1llt1es:

-7

-

.0.

‘ the flshermen he saw and met along the coasts of Newfound—”ﬁ

1and and Labrador.. One such flsherman—-:“}‘é; f‘ 'fﬂh 'ﬂt' '

Ibld., p. 132. .l'-‘? R SR S T R R

Norman Duncan, The. Way of thé_Séa:(Neﬁzrbrk;chcluge,{;-' '
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" "reply. 39

‘Flem.lng H Revell Company, 1905), p. 107.

Lo B

N had put out to sea in: hls punt at least twenty
"~ thousand: times, that he had been frozen to the . ', ;
\ h'}'_seat of his punt many. tlmes, that-he had been -
... -swept. to sea; .with. the ‘ice~packs, 'six tlmes, that
-he -had weaﬁhered six hundred gales, great and small,
- »*and .that he:had been wrecked . morg tunes than he.
could "just m:Lnd" at the moment o

Duncan also del:t.ghted 1n descr:.b:.ng t.he hearty sea'

R I R

captalns whom he met along the coasts. Their natme ab:Lll-f‘ .

t:.es at nav:LgatJ.on
1
: The/ remarkable quallty of the s‘ea-captalns who come '
-from ‘among them impressively attests the fact~-not"

‘d survnral were a: marvel to le. SR

only” their- quallty as’ sallors, but as men of 5p1r1t

@ .and proud courage.-  There 'is one--now a captain of a

a :1_,coastal boat on .the - -Newfoundland’ shore—-who. takes | -',~‘ ,

";’hls steamer into -a ticklish harbour’ of a thick, dark.

night, when everything is black alead’ and roundabout,
‘steerlng only by the echo of the ship's whistle! . S e
., There'is another,; a confident seaman, a bluff, high—- o
- .'_Gmsplrlted fellow, who was .once delayed by : bltter N )

. Lwinter weather-—an inky ‘night, with ice- about ‘the

Y snow fly:.ng,,the seas heavy ‘with frost, the w:.nd
blowmg a.gale.
"Where -have- you been"" they asked hlm, sarcas—
t1cally, from the head office. - .
: .The captaln had: been: on- fthe brldge all nlght. S
a "Berry-plcklng," was, the laconlé despateh 1n o

N -
..

"These seafarlng people so capta.vated Duncan that he returnedf‘ -

to Newfoundland year after year to l:.ve w:.-th them, to study

{ .

.thelr way of llfe, to photograph them, and to wrlte about

. .them.,: He was obvmously moved by the:Lr llfe style and act:l.v-f

!

¢ J.tles along the coast. One ‘of theJ.r seasonal act1v1t1es

N 3 .
Nl -
AR ,._- -

'38

Norman Duncan, Doctor Grenfell's Par:Lsh (New York

4 39 B ,\' P ; : ~:_’g<’
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'”:;tj((vfri.‘ @!seemed to mltlgate agalnst any k1nd of 1life suIV1v1ng along e

R O the coast ,cxr' - ~y“

iHe was repelled by.. the harsh and bltter land Just ‘as much as.&*

T he was attracted tOfthe warm and hospltable people who llved ”‘ff£7

S g'there. The harshness and oppre551on of the' env1ronment

D

v ol

The great storm - from the North——the wi nd that 15?;15.;"~.%”

swept furiously out of the. unknown and la1d ‘waste
- .the wilderness—-burst over . Ragged Harbour, belated,

"'_/Q_f,'r;:-{ "3;ras the door closed: behind Eleazar, .It made the 11ttle e

. cottage under the hill shiver-and shake,.but it could
‘not 1ift it from its place, for Eleazer -had builded,.
with ‘cunning and’forethought, that house. f6r a home.

~‘-ﬁj;power, but no man’ of -the, coast was on the sea in- those

| . . i
. i " ’ J -
\ - . l . :g ~.
‘ : ‘ e U
P R R LU . ,'“\ Sl , T'QSQH~" IR .
:i..'. . -A' . '.'. ) o '.‘_ ‘, ." .<" ~‘A"‘ LI " . '1-"-.";')"‘ ,~.\ .l_ . ". ‘ - . }-"l N ) ":t.."‘ ‘::‘l '.:',‘
O T L e R T T T
: ”{was the Labrador cod flshery whlch took place each summer.-:i.'LA PR RS
‘fThe men left thelr homes along the coast and salled to ,”}%'i
:Labrador each sprlng._ Thelr subsequent return home in- the l?* ;é
a '-fall was a cause. for great re301CLng along the coast and ‘y}j'
'Duncan dgmonstrAted a great understandlng of thelr joy. - N
. f@‘ I th1nk that there can be no more stlrrlng 51ght--
.:‘ln all ‘the world, mo Slght more qulckly tomelt a. ... .o
© o, -man's heart, more deeply tO move him to -love men and IR
‘bless God, than the sight of the, Labrador’ fleet beatlng T N
o - ..home loaded——t011 done, dangers past; She homelport SN :
L :u"sg'_fif},at the. end of a run with: a falr w1nd _ h,f_:fﬂ' Lo N
s '5'hﬂ,!f The bleak coasts of Newfoundland and Labrador were the-rd' hf
'vﬁ'TlifVi'_fjsettlng for h1s storles, and served as a backdrop agalnst ,
"f~whldh llved and moved the people Duncan so 1ov1ng1y descrlbed. .

e e B ey e = ®
A e

It made the sea to rage--gave the-waters ‘irresistible 'q e, et

Ly . e howrs:  the sound of the breakers lulled Jim ‘Rideout . :};“fgwi,*v'

B T _.nﬁfg'to sleep, where he lay be51de the flre.‘_If the soul . ,
T P . . _.[.._ . o o Lo I PR
I CTA0mpidL, p. 101 LT T e T \
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of man mlght 1nterpret the song of the w1nd thls',
.. was the song .it sang:. I am the Wind of the North.-~
o Sw1ft I come from the Waste of: Death 41

s n B

Duncan noted that the waters were treacherous to all

seafarlng craft,.and that storms were frequent Many 11ves

S

fuwere lost and ShlpS wrecked. For thOSe who attempted to )

-~

- make a- 11v1ng on shore, the land was barren and the sorl

o .. o

S So, .in such a- 1and-;Where, on ‘Some bleak stretches

Q;aof coast, the pdtatoes are grown ‘in imported English -

", s0ily; where most gardéns, and some graveyards,,are L
.‘made - of earth scraped from the hollows of the. hills, - .~

'uf~*”where ‘four 'hundred ‘and n1neteen buihels of lean wheat

’, are grown 1n a 51ngle year..,. .,.

As Duncan related, there was often not enough 5011 '

to bury the dead of a communlty.; He marvel&ed at a. 51mple L

'5v tlmeless struggle of generatlons of Newfodgdland'flshermen

who contlnued to llve and love: and. multlplﬁ in such. ah-

oppressxve env;ronment attracted Duncan sjgttentlon._ Their -

T e

'J'struggle,fcr llfe became symbollc for Duncan of hlS own'

] splrltual struggle in a unlverse fraught w1th dlsapp01ntment

!, PR
and chaos. He saw represented in these Newfoundlanders,':.

that whlch he con51dered noble and pure 1n mank;nd and

" 41Norman Duncan, The Way of the Sea (New York :].fﬂ"”'
McClure,_Phllllps, 1903), p- 12%. S AR '
42

~ Norman Duncan, Doctbr Grenfell s Parlsh (New York.
Flemlng H. Revell Cbmpany, 19051, p. 104.. : o
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. ;most necessary to 1nsure manklnd s contlnual surv1va1 1nﬂw:¢
e an 1ndustr1al world . Duncan was exc:Lted 1&1 dlscoverlng a'
< .: e , . . -~
o 'land and-a people, remote from the crvmllzed world who !
i L
o . i L L,, . P
o ‘seemed to possess, as a body, essentlal v1rtues whlch North
o 'jAmer{Ean c1V1llzatlon of the early twentleth century saw
. o R e RRIEE
. g,ltself 1051ng .as- 1t moved 1nexorably 1nto the modern age.
ST "}:}Here in this remote 1sland colony he found exactly
K agwhat he wanted. He ‘was moved by the .eternal’ conflict’ -
;* 7.7 between human beings guided and controlled by the , Coe
: unconquerahle soul. and ruthless forces -of ‘nature. 0
o “He saw.life here as a: great epic theme, one worthy. -
; g "ofthe Highest gifts of literary. creation.,” .As.in
N . .the Syrlan Quarter, he' entered sympathetlcally into " I
. L s o thelives of . the ‘people, and making’ ‘Exploits, :a little . -
x T -, .. community on the northeast coast, his headquarters,- o
. ) . he lived with them, sailed.with them, ‘and’ in every
£ . way tried to understand the Way of the Sea, :

A"thoroughly.43 w0 I
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- .CHAPTER V
Was_am'c"rou,' PA. . R
) There seeims "to' have been-a remarkable sympathy

. -between: the "varlous members-of ‘the Duncan family. /

‘In 1901 Robert was, appointed Professor of Chemlstry

- at Washlngton and Jefferson Unlver51ty,_Pa. Norman
. and his mother. and younger brother, Dr. . Ernest H.

,‘”Duncan, all went there from New York 1n order that .

'.,they mlght still be- together.¥-i .. o S 'jf>

\) o

1

?‘he Duncans loved to be near one another, and th:Ls love con-

tlnued after Robert had marrled Charloi;te Foster, of Brant—

1'ford -and had started a famlly of hls own 'in 1899 Robert;,*f‘

. had prec;pltated the- move to Washlngton, ?a., When he.

‘dec1ded to change from hlgh schaol to college educatlon. '}Ief.j~

applled for and was app01nted to the professorshlp of . .

o chemlstry at Washlngton ané Jefferson College., Ernest had;" L

:‘Duncan dld ngt move to Washlngton ln 1901 but retalned hlS 3-:i'

‘

1

v

had/ flnlshed h:l.s dental tralnlng that same year. " He moved

e P

to Washlnqton to start a practlce there.z‘ Thelr mother,.

Susan, also moved to’ Washlngton Wlth her sons. 'Norman

‘ pos:Lt:Lon w1th the ‘Post unt:Ll he wa{ accepted J.n ‘a sultable

{

~ one in Washlngton. Duncan d1d not recelve ‘a full professorshlp /

lE J Hathaway, "Who s Who in Canadlan therature,“"

7 rhe Canadian Bookman, June, 1926, p. 173.. .~ L

2Susah Duncan, prlvate 1nterv1ew held in| New York coo

' Clty, November, 1976.‘-.
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.l>Peen studylng at the’ Un1Ver51ty of Pennsylvanla where he - :7:.'~
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'.“‘as‘hadQRobert, perhapsndue to hls erratlc un1versaty

Jrecord. . In. 1902 Duncan Was accepted at Washlngton and
Jefferson College as "aSSlStant to the professor of Engllsh,
' 'and one‘year later he was elected Wallace Professor of Rhetoric )

-cat the same lnstltutlon, a, post whlch he held- untll 1906 "3'

‘ '{ J051ah Manuel Jr., of Exp101ts, v1srted Duncan 1n
i;Washlngton sometlme betWeen 1902 and 1906 and he recalls
,many 1nterest1ng 1n01dents fnom hlS stay 4 Duncan was llV-
‘1ng on" campus 1n an’ apartment w1th a negro houseboy named
:?Ca1v1n.‘ The apartment bulldlng was 1mmed1ate1y opp051te‘

“the College. Du%can s apartment was at, one end of the :

D bulldlng, adjacent to. a museum. . At the other: end llved a“

‘: Professor Weyer, who also taught at the College.l From Joe s’
: ?descrlptlon, Calv1n was a rascal who stole from Duncan s )

supply of- whlskey, and replaced the pllfered quantlty w1th

‘water So.that his employer would not: be susplclous. lee SR

1_Duncan, alv1n was fond ‘of strong drlnk, and Joe recalled

L one nlght when Calv1n returned home bleedlng from knlfe

-

L wounds; He had. become 1nvolved in a fracas whlle v151t1ng

\‘-.h ﬂ
. a lady frlend. Duncan and Joe bound hls wounds and put h1m i

té bed.

3Norman Duncan, Battles Royal Down North w1th an
: ~1ntroductlon by Wilfred" T. Grenfell (New York- 'Fleming H.
‘4Revell, 1918), p. 10._- o : s

R 4Jos:.ah Manuel, prlvate 1nterv1ew held in Innlsfall,
aAlberta, November, 1976. .
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'-sclous on a couch : If a story 1dea came to Duncan he d1d

’ by a stomach s:.ckness Wthh he assuaged by eatlng bak:Lng

B " -,er; i
-,.V ‘ P '
M , &~
e ‘:’: N P L N-j‘. ’ '— ‘ . "f'-‘ “ ..:. . 55—
, Duncfan was drlnklng heav:.ly in Washlngton, especn.ally K
when he was troubled by "wr:.ter s block ‘ If he was hav:.ng

dlfflculty beglnnlng a story or gettlng an 1dea for a. scene,. '
_Duncan would become nervous.. He would resolve thls by |
tgo:.ng,for long walks by hlmself through the woods outsn.de ‘ |

: Washlngton College, and often by resortlng to alcohol . J_o‘e,':; L

recalls comlng home from school and flndlng Duncan uncon— -

S

, not spare h1mself but often worked stralght through the ‘-ﬂ S

'?;‘nlght clankJ.ng the stor\z, out on hls typewrlter. '

Du.ncan s frall constltutlon was precarlously entrusted

« - |

,.to Calva.n s dub:n.ous cullnary skJ.ll for Duncan completely
g ‘1gnored h:Ls own - healt-h and Welfare. 'He was a chaln smoker

: C AN ’ . -; o
'of home—rolled c:.garettes, and he was frequently bothered

' _Vsoda. ThJ.s complalnt was probably due to hls reckless ";,:

i ‘consumpt:.on of food and dr:Lnk, coupled w1th his. nervous :

-~ -

. .'ten51on and heavy smok:n.ng. Duncan s er.tJ.ng appears to
'_have been a true agony and ecstasy for. hJ.m. : HJ.S ‘teachlng‘

.dut:l.es comprlsed only one hour per day, and the rest of fhls

.. ‘e

'-‘tlme was’ free for wrltlng. Joe recalls that thlS su:l.ted

. Duncan very well £br he was happ:.est when,he had tlme to

e

'-‘wrlte. In- sp:Lte of the nervousness, an\d mental blocks,

“:',':"the drlnklng rampages and late hours, the successes out-u

R

‘ vwelghed the fallures. B ‘Duncan ‘was wrltlng ‘some Of"hls best _ o
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;f StOI'J.ES durlng thJ.S perJ.od of hJ.s lJ.fe. I
] Out51de Washlngton, Duncan had a cabJ.n J.n the woods ' .

1

L - -
s ., '
e Dur e el YR R A
PR ot PO

where Calvln would take h.un to recover from hJ.S bouts of 'A -

st

drlnklng. Duncan found nature an effectlve a1.d 1n the

recovery from his. grow:n.ng dependence on alcohol ‘ Joe remem—‘~'
{ .

. d

bers hlmself and a number of other young boys fromf Washlngton ;A'_, : "g ;
R R L
901n<j 1nto the woods to gather chestnuts. The boys found

so many that they took off. thelr shJ.rts and tled the. nuts
'." 1n carrylng. sacks mad! from the shlrts.' ThlS sack thrown :

1 . P S

over hlS back, Joe returned to‘Duncan s apartment wrth hlS -

B
'

E l cache of nut,s. He caused much amusement when lt was dJ.s- s

i e TR A

cOVered that the dye from the nuts had soaked through the o ) F-" \’/

N shlrt and staJ.ned hlS back w:l.th a non—erasable blotch'I This °

colorful staln from the nuts remalned wlth Joe for most of

hlS w1nter wrth Duncan. Joe went to school all that w:.nter ) B ;f-'"'i L

b

J_n Washlngton, and as Duncan was ‘a - Professor at the College, '

N

th;e aff:.llated school gave - Joe a. reductlon ‘on hlS educatlon

expenses for the year. Joe ,Seems to have enjoyed hJ.S v1s:.t T

w1th Duncan and remembers much of hJ.s w:.nter at school 1n

3

’_ Wash.mgton. He/Wenton tours of the varlous 1ndustr1es in"
the c1ty, 1nc1udlng a glassmakmg factory, w1th hls cl,%ss- S

2 !wt ‘ AR

mates. - I ’ LD Rt L

" Joe recalls that Duncan dld not havé very many :

frlends who v1s1ted hlm at Washlngton. There was. Professor ‘

Weyer, Robert, h:.s w:.fe, Charlotte, and’ the:.r daughter, .

“
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.‘_'5_'7' \
‘A-’Elspeth, Ernest, 'and an occas:.onal v1s:1.tor from the pub— B
E -?'l:l.shlng company, Flemlng H.‘ Revell Once Duncan and Joe

_\usxted the manager of the publ:.shmg company, Edgar Brlggs,

...Ywho llved 1n a huge houSe 1n Newark New Jersey At home ‘i— .‘

' - theJ.r nlghts 1n the apartment would be spent readlng, often

KN

.aloud, playlng cards and chattmg. xJoe recalls that Duncl:an

o ,'taught h:Lm how to play poker. St ‘; \

One surv1v1ng photograph from that w1nter 1n Washa.ng— l..f
: ton shows a happy, Aif somewhat posed, party of 12 boys and '

f-',young men probably from the College. Joe and Duncan flgure :, o :

,unobtruss.vely J.n the group, who are eatJ.ng and drlnka.ng. ‘
SOmeone w:Lth a senSe of humor had placed a large 51gn on
I~the table whlch read "No trespass:.ng - ' '

«Joe and Duncan sometlmes made trlps to New York Cltyr

‘ where Duncan had bu51ness 1nterests towh:.ch to attend It * S

,was on one of these trlps that Joe saw Duncan angry, and the

Y

e occasmn was both humorous and prophetlc. It occurred J.n

" A newly opened hotel, whlch was much celebrated 1n New York

at the tJ.me.. Joe and Duncan had explored the modern struc—

ture when they repa:.red to the bar 1n order that Duncan

\

‘mJ.ght purchase a drlnk The custom in most bars of those

<

'days was that upon payment for a drlnk the bartender would

.pass a bottle of the des:.red beverage to the customer who

'A.M‘would then mix hls own drlnk Th:x.s custom was belng modern-'

- 1zed, and J.n the new hotel a. bartender carefully measured.

Ve

-\, N
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out a regular -one|ounce dr'in}{ -for Duncan, who flew Into az

‘\=~r )

- rage ‘a wh?heﬂmterpreted to .be- an 1nsult The bartender

%r:.ed to. expla:n.n the new POllCY. but . Duncan :Lnformed hJ.m that

\\Yad no- J.ntentlon of paylng for the drlnk The bartender

”}en explalned that Duncan was re590n51ble for paylng for the i
dr:Lnk sance he had ordered 1t. Whereupon Duncan uttered an .

- expre551on of both dlsgust and frustr;%n and stomped out - AR i

of the new. hotel. T

oy -

Among hlS character:.stlcs of, self-neglect and excess, )

u‘u

Duncan s lJ.terary achlevement seems to be h;Ls only redeemable

’

‘ quallty. Such .1.s not the case.. Wlthout except:.on, all

sources “who knew Duncan personally w1tness to his great

kJ_ndness and sympathy for his fellow man.. One of the

character:.stlcs that domlnated Duncan $ personal:.ty was h.‘I.S

generos:.ty.v At tlmes he appears to have been domlnated by
generosn.ty to the exclu510n of rlght reason. His generos:Lty
. to the Manuels was the rule rather than the exceptlon.,_ Heg "-'

prov1ded young Joe Manuel w1th a home away from home.A He

was espec:.ally kind to the young, the poor, and the unem—

o .
ployed ‘He would meet ch:leren who were playmates of. Joe S

and if they appeared 1ll fed or poorly clad, _ he would make
! 1nqu1r1es about thelr famllles. He sent Calv1n w1th many :

. Chrlstmas hampers of food to those who' were 1n need To’

v

hlS own fam11y Duncan' "would glve everythmg he owned, 1:E
they ‘asked hJ.rn. Joe recalls that Duncan was part:.cularly

munlflcent -to hlS younger brother, Ernest, who was Just

launchlng hlS career in dentlstry. , Susan Duncan was by thlS o |

.::u{-w-a-‘-‘ et R adionndi e aie o -
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t1me dependent upon Duncan for her flnanc:.al support

Joe also mentlons that Duncan was retlcent in dJ.s-"

. 'cus;smg hlS own wrltlngs. Mfor that would

11ke bragglng." He was modest about hls work, and d1d not -

seem tdo much

presume upon hlS r:.smg J.mportance as a wr:Lter of note..

- H:.s ‘work’ was becomlng more w1dely known between 1902 and
1906, and it was durmg this "Washlngton" perlod that he’

; wrote flve of his books as well as a large number of pub- _

v

11.shed storles Between 1902 and 1906 Duncan published

t

them pule.shed as a book

.-

. in'1900.

‘ f:we books; each of which is sa.gm.flcant to thlS study.

1900, when Duncan had seen that his. storles were beJ.ng

publlshed in magaz:.nes J.ncludlng Atlantlc

\

and Mcclure S, o

he had qulckly dec:u.ded to press hJ.s good fortune and have

<

Al

; rn The Soul of the Street had - been publlshed only months -

before by Atlantlc and McClure s, when the volume appeared

5

" the Bookman review: by Hutchlns Hapgood who; had’ cr1t1c12ed .'

: 5These four storles are. "Fox the
Atlant:.c, 86z 347-55, -September, 1900; "In
Balloran," \AtlantJ.c, 85: 255-61, February,
. Liberty , " Atlantic, 85 649-56, May, 1900:

R.evolutJ.on " McCI ure' s, -15: 466—73, September, 1900.

n

The’ book had recelved mlxed rev:.ews,

Hand of Haleem w oo
the Absenl?e of h!rs.

19003 "Lamp of:
."Spirit of -

1nclud:n.ng

C Duncan for h:n.s sentlmentallty and lack of reéllstlc detall.

Four of the six stor:.es 1ncluded

g "We learn nothlng about the- specral characterlstlcs of that

In.

' quarter of our clty, the hab1t§ of life of 1ts J.nhabltants." ‘

oo
]

Lt

L N
PR




He. ended hlS rev1ew w1th the followlng comment.

hlstory "

‘) B . : ' v e,

.

. But the fact ‘remains that The Soul of the Street is |
' an excellent book in a limited way--a JitEle note - .
‘that-is soon exhausted) but that is pure and S
adm:.rable as far as 1.t goe.'s.6 \ ' ' o Lo

.\The Natlon had pra:.sed Duncan s use of colloquial language- i

?'What seem -at f:Lrst ."Tileaffectatlons of speech are looked/‘

. .back upon as. Orlentallsms when one . has fairly entered into

the scene « T 'I‘h:Ls rev1ewer remarked upon Duncan s

obv:Lous :Lntlmacy w1th hlS subject, and ‘how. he successfully

".‘portrays thlS subject, Syrlan 11fe, to hls readers'  '~ z T ~‘.

" The wrlter s ev1dent 1nt1macy w:.th his sub]ect con-f
‘veys- itself to the reader, who growing acquainted
with a new clrcle of fellow citizens, at the last,
seems to be partlng w1th frlends. -

»

".I‘he rev:.ewer s summary was an. observatlon on the book's func-

- tlon as a conveyor of :Lnformatlon about an unknown place-.

1

L "In good report and ev1l, the record 1s valld and the book

-a noteworthy document upon a llttle known phase of our c1ty S

«
0 ' -
[

When The Way of the Sea was publlshed 1n 1903

c-
recelved cautlous notlce in a number of revxews. One such

"1 rev:.ew was -1-n. the prestlglous New -York Tlmes, which although

'_ not wlldly enthusxasrlc,/pralsed the book as explor:x.ng new

ground Rev:.ewers seemed to be unsure of thls new approach

=\ ~ : .
GHutchJ.ns Hapgood, "NOrman Duncan s 'The Soul of the .
Street' " fThe Bookman, Vol. XII, P. 584 . fo

- Twation, Vol. VXXIT, Apiil 4, 1901, p. 280,

o
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. Pl‘lmltlve; "

. k2

to a relatlvely forelgn subject and were consequently

)

unsure of what to make of 1t. " They wrote generally about

"the smple Joys and stern eorrows of a people more ot less

',I‘he Tlmes gave spec1al pralse to storles such
"‘The Chase of the Tlde" and "The Strength of Men,“ ‘a'nd V.

o

conciuded w1th cautwus pralse for "the u.nadorned chronlcle

R ‘(

of an actual happenlng in a communlty where the modern

. % \
3, ’ . et
L] N -

Sunday school is unknown.

‘f' Duncan s f.u'st: novel was Doct:or Luke of the. Labrador,

. whlch ;was:* also publlshed whlle he was. 11v1ng in Washlngton

most popular novel '

b ' AR

'Duncan was. developmg hls own style,

J.n .1904. It ‘was, the flrst of hls many books to be publlshed

by. the New ¥York publlshers, Flemmg H. Revell.
9 .

1t was hlS )

for 1t appealed to the adult audlence

‘to wh:Lch Duncan had been so far address1ng hlmself as . well
as the younger audlence who were soon to become hlS falth— .

ful readers. ‘ Duncan S: great :Lnterest 1n young people and N

hJ.s sympathy for them. were bound to 1ntrude mto hlS wrltJ.ng.

The results were predlctably favorable when the wrlter com—

- “

i
bmed hJ.s talent w1th a subJect that most 1nterested hlm. -

already characterlzed

- L]

" by long rollmg sentences, luc1d prose, sentlmental charac-

<

terlzatlon, and a keen 1f conservatlve sense of humor._

L]

subject matter was becom:mg native to hlm as well 1t was

< s -
v

: H‘is

' SNew York Times;
R ’QSusanfbuncan,

Octobe:r 24, 1903, p. 751.

Interv1ew. § - T
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' wgi e ,ﬂthe remote, the unknown, nd the oppressed as ln The Soul

f .

"‘fJ"nhlof the Street.v Crltlcs could see what he was attemptlng ,

. e S - 1
o ‘to do and pralse for h1 work was w1despread
AR "‘~Tfl;fj: A novel of unusual hlgh merit. But Mr: Duncan has"‘
e T . . . . hnot only a new field to exploit, 'He has style. The |
Sl e " ' swift yet -long and undulatlng sentences move with a

T distinctive rhythm that i$ as fresh as it .is new.. '
R T f-‘%They tell a strong . beautlful 1ove story. Altogether, .
e T t - - Doctor Luke. of the Labradox’ is one of the season s
Lol .., 7. two'or three best books.lU: " ot . x
. . .‘ ) ' . C o . ) . ‘ . .- . .
;-' .. Mr. Duncan has added a new prov1nce to the realm of e

.- U7 h.li. 7 literature. ° The ‘grey, ice-bound ' fields.of Labrador,-’

] o T f_’;_.those stern, - grim seas, that verile, simple. folk,
Lot gl s . andlits. life 'of tragic monotony, - these thlngs are . -,
Sl To 0 TPt now possessions: to the 1mag1nat10n, posse551ons of . =« il

I ”.".endurlng value.ll "
R "ﬁMr. Duncan has brought us face to face not: only with -

s 07 T7 .7+ - .’the rigors'and romance of life’ on the Labrador - .coast, -
R - ...~ ~but with its humor as well, now droll and again grlm,

.. - _'but always an accurate. %escrlptlon. "A romance full :

Tm of 1nterest and charm ‘ :

LThere is-a group of flgures of excellent)varlety, and.f
SR T ‘the best sort of originality,‘self-stamped: as: made up,
LT ,A‘*J:of dlSCOVery and ‘sympathetic 1nteﬂbretat10n.- The.hn -
Lo T oY story is perfectly fltted 1nto the strange, wlld

SRR .13,
O T surroundlngs

~ . N . . P . o . . 'r,‘

e -ﬂ:Some rev1ewers remarked that - hls work lacked a. wholeness orji'

Lo s R B unr%y that was necessary in a novel.; Duncan s, wrltlng

S experlence had hlthertO" been in thebshort story form.lsl ;f'

S ﬁyl'ﬂzf “‘?,fw’tg,'l' 10Rev1ew of Rev;ews, Vol. 31 118 January, 1905,;_-
B ‘ipr 170.,_ A AN . - L _ -

.ff : ’ ?‘ ‘ .ﬁ?dIndependent, Vol 58' 210 January 26,‘1905, p. 280._|'i
. ;f f:v;;:‘ , ;,:f?%3Natlon, Vol 80 97,_February 2,;1905, p.'5ﬂ0.-
f:§=fﬁ ; . (:‘ o ; {ww; : ‘+ .
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'”:novel recelved, and it became his: "roman locomotlve. ﬁHowf, S
gt R i '”'0
ever,‘he was essentlally a short story wrater, as can be -

:,sectlons as storles, and then knlt together as a novel ‘or’

Ve e L \ St Ve

-”developed novel 1t is a’ fallure

.F:Lndlng His Sou&:gand Chrlstmas Eve at Topmast T:Lckle. .

fLabrador‘and'the Grenfell MlSSlon work along the coast of‘”
'lNewfoundIand and Labrador. It was 51m11ar to. the earllerii
:two in style and subject matter but 1t was wrltten 1n the.:
'oessay form - The thln gulse of flctlon whlch covered Gren-ﬁ

'lgfell in Doctor’Luke of the Labrador, and Newfoundland in .,

A

fact, sectlons of the novel had prev1ously appeared 1n

RS

perlodlcals as storles, and Duncan had attempted to weave

"
of the pralse afforded 1t, the book was 1ack1ng in the

coa revréwar 1n the Reader- '"As an organlc, thoroughly--'

b

14

Duncan was dellghted w1th the pralse whlch hlS flrsti:' -

.

elongated storles, such as The Sultable Chlld The Mother,;_

Doctor Grenfell's Parlsh, publlshed in 1905, was_a

r L)
,collectlon of Duncan s prev1ously publlshed essays on 1

I

‘f,fWay,of the Sea, fell away 1n Doctor Grenfell s Parlsh :He‘i«

l4Reader, Vol. 5:. 789, May, 1905, P 21070

".these many storles together into a unlfled novel. In 591te ’

‘T‘organlc unltles requlslte 1n a novel, as was pornted out by

oo

'~seen from the fact that most of hls novels,llncludlng Dbctor;" .
Cr

'ar'Luke of - the Labrador, were elther prev1ously publlshed 1n '

ol
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" creep in as the narrator shares hls storles of the coast.

_-ﬁjcrltlcs, who both applauded hlS latest bOOk

bty & Akttt o b e s, 4

S ~";".s'@”u

'pralsed Grenfell overtly, and he trled to descrlbe New— BRI

.1found1and and Labrador for hls audlence 1n Amerlca/ FlctlonS'

15 .

'ijundan s ertlng came to accommodate thls strange blend of

PN

"fact and flctlon wh1ch is natlve to the storytelllng trad1-~

T':\tlon along these coasts of Newfoundland and Labrador.~ ThlS N

3o

; -hﬁﬁblendlng was not suspected by either hlS publlc or- hlS o

\vt

‘fIn thxs book the author s frelght is fact and the

i '“ﬂlanguage is vigorous. | What he calls Dr. Grenfells"'

‘parish-is the" lomié rocky coast of Newfoundland -and
Labrador .';.. ‘

‘It is a bétter and more interesthg piece of ork -

than elther of its predecessors by the same pen.l]

_§Thls is 1ndeed a dlfferent and a better tale from any
- “figment of, the . imagination. "It reaches the heart w1th
~ the force of verity. 18" _f-- .

Duncan s essays merged at t1mes with flctlon, and hls.

«

tflctlon was. also merged with" the realltles of hlS llfe. Thls _'*.,f
. is demonstrated blearly 1n hlS next book of the Washlngton
“perlod The Mother, wrltten 1n 1905, just months after hls

-own mother's death’ in l904, Susan had' been- llVlng in wash—

» -

Hne.;_”dngton:with her,sonS'untiljher death on,hay*z, 1904. _In.
-;'155ﬁ§§n Duncan, Interv1ew.,n: :l.:» . ﬂi.‘ E i
.'lsuew York Times, Vol.’lo 182y May. 25, 1905, pi- 670.
: Ed Athenaeum, vol. 'l 591, May 13, 1905, p. 450, 0
‘&SFEi;?:-rlaReader, Vol. 6: 117 June, 1905, p. 460.Q..';;11?7?iw'
j 5-‘,1 o
A , :
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;7;Qé{,.{-""*gf Duncan s. short novel, The Mother, the truth of hlS og@%

. - ".\ ‘ o “ A O

llfe and hlS relatlonshlp wrth hls mother ‘was merged 1nto% R

f'!f?:G . _;-m fAlthe factlon of hlS two ‘main characters. Other characters"‘"
f such as the "Dog—face"‘man, and the acrobat, Jlm, fade 1nto,

fii"fm,V:;ﬂ. e“'f;‘the background oF the novel and the two main personalltles

Tt e e - o

R ﬁnj;take the center of attentlon. Duncan was’ grlef-strlcken

R f ! . *_.at the tlme 1n whlch‘he Wrote The Mother, and the character

: 3 : ' ’g_of’the mother in - the book was merged w1th the memory ‘of krﬂ

’:jlvaﬁ“” :"f‘qc hlS deceased mother. The self-denlal and sacrlflce of

7'7Mlllle Slade 1n the novel are done in the face of a’ cold
|

.‘u:,and degradlng world whlch‘demands that she be relegated to
; 1

R C‘L‘zd'.a life- of prOstltutlon to care ‘for. her only son. Fact and

TVfﬁ~f the youngstér about the rlches and success of her soc1al

g{life, and the men of dlstlnctlon who court her.19: Slnce he

o

gt SN

'f?uf‘cannot read she pretends that the soc1al pages of the news-

. s

; 'tp"*x.”|'~’-,1paper are accounts of her romantlc engagements w1th varlous’-.v

‘7:}3, L ..V‘ c1ty dlgnltarles, and descrrbes-such storles 1n lov1ng

[ Lo T

N 'detall. ThlS clever flctlon makes a degradlng 11fe endur- QV'
-.,“'~f;ﬁ47 f‘l~ 'able for herself and the young boy because the flctlon,

”:through her lmaglnatlon, has;been transformed 1nto the
o Ae .’, C .t - « N A - . '-. —

,'reallty .
5;;&-& : }:Z; ': i '; No doubt hlS publlsher was becomlng aware of the -

. . ) e N
LW <;de market Duncan s books could garner as . juvenlle 2',f R
Lt e ., P ) ] ) o ) l N ) ) L e . ).' .

A R 19Norman Duncan, The Mother (New York- Flem;ngjﬁﬁnsh'
I ‘Revell, 1905), p. 36. BER : T

: ;o ‘.
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ﬂf'h(.].=- flctlon are blended‘ln the novel as: she 1nvents storles for f'
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quallfled to wrlte a book for juvenlles.‘ The Adventures of“,j

. .
.t ; e - s s e : . s s e g =

e

L Tlrunature. As has already been mentloned Duncan had i
'igreat 1nterest 1n young chlldren, and he often concerned
:f;hlmself w1th thelr welfare. The last book whlch he wrote

‘!1n Washlngton was The Adventures of - Bllly Topsall 1906,

the first in. what was to be a- three part serles. Chlldrenlﬁ"

functloned promlnently ‘in many of Duncan s earller wrltlngs,ﬂ

) '3\‘* : c;-‘
and at could ‘be’ seen from Fhe outset that he was emlnently

/"

,'"”career as- a wrlter.' Much of hls later wrltlng was wrltten

for a juvenlle audlence, and Duncan found that ln flctlon

as well as in real llfe he could hold them spellbound w1th
/ / .
h1s storles. The Adventures of Bllly Topsa11 was the flrst ’

‘volume fT/thls kind’ and once’ again the crltlcs d1d not Know

hat to make of 1t at flrst , The pralse was again he51tant

Tor 1t dlscussed certaln constants, 11ke the style or locale.

A"A rare style marks the book."

T 80, favorable in thelr comments.

L of belng out of the ordlnary

20‘ Some fev1ewers were not

P

f The "Adventures of Bllly Topsall are not ‘in themselves :
~ of ‘absorbing interest and Mr. Duncan's: style, is rather .
~spasmodic ‘and 1mpreiss:.on1st:.c2 but they have the V1rtue

-
| .

f{ This book was publlshed in 1906'when Duncan was spendJ.f

& v

,lng hlS last year 1@ Washlngton.“ Robert Kennedy Duncan had ‘;f‘

“' -
s ey

20Natlon,_VOl 83 : 484, D'ecefnher 6, l906, p. 140.\

leeVLew of Revrews, Vol 34.’767, December,'laos,,

P 50.: . _'\f‘ . . R L . R . . ‘-,\.'
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‘»ﬁBllly Topsall was another 51gn1flcant mllestone 1n Duncan s~;:
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modern chem:.s.try :

.o

{.,v;

"'"' N .;.,

.

,s,i:_san. Dquqh '%

wés dead since 1904, and Duncan s tles w:.th Wash:mgton had

- all but d1 1ntegrated by 1906.. Once aga:.n he 'began to

. ‘

Duncan (Pittsburgh'" Mellon”‘Inst:.tute P

W
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The two subjects whlch Duncan wrltes about most

'i'Measure.o a Man, 1911 ngglns.. A Man' s Chrlstlan, 1909

".pj‘ ,‘and Flndlng Hls Soul, 1913, are three examples in - thls latter:

s,

.category. Duncan seems to have been pe551mlst1c about man B ..

"sa1Vatlon in: both ‘this 1life and the next except when he was -
1nsp1red from tlme to time by ‘a pErsonallty such as’ Slr
: Wllfred-Grenfell 1 Grenfell and the dauntless Newfound—-

‘;:landers whom he served possessed an undylng spark of hope,,:'

T "whlch was unextlngulshable by even the b1tterest human c1r—'

-cumstances. Thls spark of goodness and hope represented to

%IDuncan the undylng 1f somewhat amorphous love of God about

"whlch he was to: wrlte much after 1907 ' He saw thls spark 1n S

-

-

”‘,hlS wrltlngs, such flgures abound. The most obV1ous are"

'1~3“respect1vely from the two aforementloned m1551onar1es. In

N N

R lNorman Duncan, Doctor Grenfell's Parlsh (New York.,
: Flemlng ‘H. ReVell, 1905), p. 7. B ‘ : :

o

2Norman Duncan, ngglns.- A§Ma“'n's;'christian’,-,(biew :Yorki '

" Harpers, 1909); p..11. " CL T

. " '.6"8., R ) ',' " ..;;1 ‘ \A:"

A;tly are Newfoundland and splrltual salvatlon. The~5

et Sawm - Pmmrao & e hns e G

'A’Grenfell, and 1n the mas51onary preacher, Francﬁs E. ‘ngglnsr

who brought the gospel o the lumber camp of Mlnnesota.2 .ihu.ff

"Doctor Luke" and "John Falrmeadow" who are characters draWn “:;f..‘,

~3
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'h: Harpers, 1909), p. 5

ot oo e

69

" .

'.G01ng Dam1annJerusalem, 1909, Duncan tells of meetlng a

'“nyoung Chrlstlan m1551onary, practlcally alone in a sea of

’."twenty thousand Mohammedans L‘.ﬁf-,"3 “Here he dwelt then

,,1n dlscomforth and grave 1solat10n, 1n much real perll,——ln

'.poverty, doubtless,‘w1thout hOpe of any galn--but was 1ngen-

FoaT P

' '-1ously proud of ‘his employment. ?::'

The m1s51onary tlrelessly preached hlS message and
"proudly boasted of his - success-—one man converted to Chrls--v'

"%tlanlty.s" Bllly Topsall the boy hero of Duncan s Newfound--
. Y

‘.”land adventures, dec1ded to become a m1351onary doctor and ‘

‘lﬁserve in as. hopeless a parlsh as. had Grenfell 6; Goodness

,»endured in-a’ unlverse of overwhelmlng darkness. Th1s theme

was p01gnantly dlsplayed 1n The Breath of the North, as .

“,Jlm Rldeout was freezlng 1n an fpen boat.x He klcked hls
'Qfeet'agalnst\the mast»to malntaln the spark of: heat and

.

llfe. )
'To what endurlng advantage’ The cold flllS uttermost
‘parts- of the universe. It is inexhaustible. Stars"
blaze in. it, dlsturblng it; but:blazing stars are

. trans%ent, 1nf1n1te51mal nght and cold are of all

'Htlme. s . 4 o T

‘l' '

K ; 0 _“ ‘,.‘ . ' R ' , ) \7 .
3Norman Duncan, Gomng Down From Jerusalem (New York.

sl .J~AlbiaJ:‘pf"5:f- } -%w,;l'n:rn D
PIbid., e 6l 0 e

Cent A§Norman Duncan, Bllly Topsall M D. (Néw York:
Flemlng H Revell, 1916T} p.:316.. RS . o

, 7Norman Duncan, The Way of the Sea (New York McClure,
”V.Ph1111ps, 1903), P. - llO.v':a.' . C

N T

PN
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‘salem, and the klﬁﬁ passengers rn)The Suitable Chlld

~"a thlck dark mustache.'

»~and the part1al ;ecords prov1ded by Grenfell'and others are

ﬁ }* Grenfell ngglns,'and flctlonal characters such as’

HJlm Rldeout, Bllly Topsall,*and Solomon Strlde8 1n hls New-"

foundland storles >Doctor Effendl and Kha111 Khayat in hls‘l‘

Syrlan storles, the young m1551onary in Gq1ng DOWn From Jerus— 'ﬁ-u

9 a11

actuallze an endurlng hope.’ They flaunt\the dlctates of a .

- .

Uhostlle unlverse whlch m1lltates agalnst hope and - klndness.
l'~ In. 1907 Duncan was 35 years o1d. He was descrlbed '

"lby Grenfell as belng phy51cally weak and frall, never~a~l-

flghter or an athlete,"10

but filled w1th a nervous energy
that characterlzed hls every undertaking.. A photograph of

L Aot
Duncan, takenraround thls tlme, reveals a stark contrast to

-

";earlier photos taken when he flrst arrlved 1n Newfoundland

!

7 seven years before. Duncan [} face was much thlnner -and

"drawn -in twgllatter QEZE%?and his eyes suggested uncertalnty,

p.);

and fear. The‘full crop of halr had become thln, and

-

.'prematurely streaked with grey.A The face peered from beh1nd

1 ll‘ ) ( R . —

/

There 1s no complete blographlcal account of Duncan,

i ‘. . .‘7..

[ ' ) . D, B - o,

‘ .Ibld., P- 319.'
s 9

€

10Norman Duncan, Battles Royal Down North ° (New York-

' Fleming H. Bevell, 19185 with an introduction by va.
KA Grenfell), p. 7. :

llPhoto of Dunhan, from the Norman Duncan Manuel Col-~r
lectlon, Innlsfall, Alberta. .

e . f .
' R . A . <
I

Norman Duncan, The Sultable Chlld (Neég ork: Harpers,'
51909), p. 15, . , R

R
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.nowhere as frequently as at this juncture in Duncan s llfe,

'f“practlslng dentlst.._

';1stry at the Unlver81ty»of Kansas 1n 1907,

1906 and '1908.

‘;City, November, 1976.

'T;vague and often contradlctory.‘ Such contradlctlons occur -

M !

. ffIt 1s apparent that when Robert Duncan left Washlngton and
"CJefferson College ln 1905 Duncan had few t1es remalnlng 1nt

. Washlngton, Pa. By 1907 Susan Duncan was dead, and Ernest

Iy

"was marrled and 11v1ng ‘in North East, Pa., where he was a ]

12

1 and offlclal

'records from that unlver51ty state that "Norman Duncan was

:_Adjunct Professor of Engllsh Language ‘and . Rhetorlc between

l..14

"‘Jefferson College, .e., thelr Alumnl Dlrector and College

‘Catalogue, show that Duncan was Professor of Rhetorlc and

HLOratory from 1903~ 1907.' Other sources offer llttle

eluc1datlon. Grenfell saysvhe was “Adjunct Professor of

"Engllsh at the Unlver51ty of Kansas" between 1908 and l912."

'j~Hamor wrltes, "He was also with Robert ',i.' atgthe Un;vers;ty

I's

Susan Duncan, personal 1nterv1ew held ln New York

PN . “ . . . \'
13

Robert was teachlng 1ndustr1al chem—qt'

ﬁ However, the records from Washlngtpn andfﬂ'

william Hamor,: Impresslons of Robert Kennedy Duncan -

'(Plttsburgh, Pa..' Mellon Instltute Publlcatlon, 1927), P. 5.n'

14Letter from Sally Atklnson, Un1vers1ty Archlves,

'Unlver51ty of Kansas, October 15 1976.

15

oo

Duncan, Battles Royal, p. 11.

Al

S 7 etter from Dav1d Kraeuter, Hemorlal lerary, Wash-u-
~.1ngton ant Jefferson College, October 14,,1976 ' -

e et
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': sor. of Engllsh therature, Unlver51ty of Kansas.“,

N Brantford Exp051tor wrote a death notlce statlng that Duncan

‘traVelllng wr1ter~for~Ha£ger S,

- 1907- -8 and 1912~ -13.2 SRR .‘ii /

~_of Kansas as Adjunct Professor of Engllsh therature, 1907—,

I

10." , Morgan, 1n hlS Canadlan Men and Women of the Tlme,
; T

\ﬂ31912, wrxtes, "sxnce 1907 [Duncan] ‘has been Adjunct Profes-’”

18 Thex

.had been at the Unlver51ty of Kansas from 1907 unt11 the'slv.;

' tlme of hls death V B Rhodenlzer wrltes, "Between these1;=

t'

3.,‘two perlods of travel he was for two years Adjunct Professor

’ of Engllsh therature at the Unzver51ty of Kansas, 20 i. e.,

1909 1911. Norah Story contends that Duncan worked Ft the '

'Unlver51ty of ‘Kansas’ after 1906 and spent hlS summers .as- a

21 whlle most other sources,
{

.1nc1ud1ng Sylvestre,_Conran and Kllnck suggest that he

I

'worked there full tlme between the two travel perlods of

S
R

17Hamor, Imbressions, p. 4. .

18H J Morgan, Canadlan Men and Women of the Tlme :
(Toront0° ‘W, Brlggs,u1912), p. 354.

Joag

Lo The’ Brantford Exp051tor (Canada), October 19, 1915r,f:.

P 1.

20Vernon ‘Blair Rhodenlzer, A Handbook - of Canadlan

,Itherature (Ottawa- Graphlc Publlshers, 1930), p.4130.~

21Norah ‘Story, The Oxford Companlon to Canadlan C

-‘Hlstory and Literature (Toronto- ‘Oxford University Press,f

e ‘22 Sylvestre, Conran, and’ Kllnck, Canadianlwritersh f,:f'
(Montreal. Edltlons HMH, 1964), p. 39.’ E v

.\"

Ve
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'_1n an adjunct capac1ty as an Engllsh Profhssor at the Unl-‘;."

j'two books about Newfoundland ln 1907 and 1908

} to ‘the Middle Fast in the w1nter of 1907 1908 24

"-_'7_3'

From all thlS 1t wauté appear that Duncan was employed

A‘fver51ty of Kansas., He probably dld serve there between 1906
" and 1908, as the Unlver31ty records show, but hls dutles

\-left hlm free to wrlte and travel extensxvely. He publlshed

23

. ) e Jr
- 'f In the summer of 1907 Duncan travelled to Bass Island

N
1

g on Lake Rousseau, Muskoka, Ontarlo, where the famlly of

125

':_;Robert's w1fe, the Fosters, had a. summer house.' : Robert,;‘f

'E Charlotte Foster, pzs w1fe, and. thelr daughter, Elspeth,‘

were there, as well as a number of the Foster chlldren and

< thelr young cou51ns.‘ Duncan was accompanled b¥ hls young

L LY

' ward Marcellus Gray.2§ Mrs. MarJorle Slemln, now re51dent 1

‘f‘h‘ln Brantford, Ontarlo, was one of the chlldren present She,

ffremembers how Jealous the chlldren were-of all the attentlon

Al

”‘fglven:;o young Marcellus Gray.;7v He was one ‘of the two known i:

3

T b

._1e 1 wards whom Duncan served .as guardian. ‘Onecof‘Mrs.;‘u

. 23

/

'-“Slemln s-s;sters, Duff.Sweet, was 1ook1ng‘forward to -her

- . “ ‘®
. .

-

e

24Duncan, Battles ngal, P ll

5Mrs. Marjorle Slemln, personal 1nterview held 1n
Brantford, Ontarlo, November, 1976y -+~ . -0

7y

6pia, ¢ o e

L ?7Ibiar; . l‘5. :,: ‘;(:l‘-iv

and‘travelled;i

The Cruise of the Shlnlng nght. 1907 and Everx Manu .
for Hlmself, 1908. - . A o S
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the “kids were'crazy'ahnut Uncle. Norman.ﬁ He was very gen— o

‘ 'Zy erous and had a way w1th ch1ldren.,. ‘ Mrs. Slem1n remembers ‘

'i called-“Montecunn“ln Santa Barbara. Her estranged husband

_llyed-ln Texas.~\

. .o '
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blrthday on Bass Island and Duncan composedia;rhymeyforf"
"her when the day arrlved- .

-A queer old bird w1th a crooked=beak B A '
- Sat on the window.and thus_dld speak . L R
~ 'Little Buff Sweet, little Buff Sweet zar TR

e ThlS is. the day we- have glfts for thee. k.v}; :h"ﬂl :.3“ jL—‘

Mrs. Slemln recalls how popular Duncan was thh the chlldren
V %

and.what an.excellent rapport he malntalned w1th them.‘,All'i--‘

Duncan as a very handsome man;’ not tall but. good—looking,~
w30’ ‘

'

with “dark eyes. and a very ruddy face.
. : i

Duncan undertook the legal guardlanshlp of :at lbast -

e

two wards- Marcellus Gray and Arthur Cary. thtle is known

about the- former except that he and Arthur Cary were fellow f AR

5

§tudents_at the Hlll School ln Pottstown, Pa., where Robert

31

Duncan taught 1n 1898.- Duncan arranged for thelr schoollng

and was a: frlend of Cary s parents who lxved 1n Caleornla._" .

Cary 's. mother, Mrs. J N Burns, llved 1n a sumptuous estate “‘f"‘

32 Her romantlc de51gns upon Duncan w111 be S

’ : [y

G oo, . - —

Ibid;;~.'fl,'7 ; ‘ fn4;‘“‘ ‘ ,lgﬁ‘ 2

."Ibid.. -
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co Dazs Ago. ‘Through'Duncan‘s'influence, Grahame's fatheri

'.,*\Advertlzer as’ a reporter.

:dlscussed later, but 1t ﬂs noteworthy ‘here’ that she 'was };l."
'.flnancially able to . support her own son atﬂthe tlme that

' she turned hlm over to Dugcan.l Cary was a constant com=
E»’panlon of Duncan s,‘and was with h1m in Fredonla at the t1me

'"'ﬁof the latter s death. \601ng,Down From~ uerusalem 1s‘ v

'fdedlcated ”To/ That Constant Frlend/ Marcellus Mills Gray/ "34 ;

It 1s unknown if Duncan had any other wards than these two,

= but he was. the unoff1c1a1 patron of a number of young men

-.1nc1ud1ng JOe Manuel. bne tsuch- young man whom Duncan -4_‘f.'f.,¢

'_befriended whlle st111 11v1ng 1n New York Clty was Gordon

~Grahame, who refers.to-thelr frlendshlp in hls,book~Short j
. f . N N - T

B secured a job "on the staff of the New. York Commerc1a1

,35

Norman Duncan had a small suxte in tﬁe Cumberland
,h.bachelor apartiments located in the trlangular plet
. where Broadway and Fifth Avenue cross one another at

' Madison. Square. " The plot’ is today occupied by that '-'7”‘

'ploneer- skyscraper, the Flatiron'Building. Norman
was a dear friend and.he lived with us more often
.~ than he’'did in his own attfactive little apartment,
.~ in fact, he 'did a' lot of ‘his wrltlng in the quiet of /
. our Brooklyn flat. - | E

I spent several week—ends with h1m in the Cumber—

land and these were happy occasions. ~He took me to'v . 4;47754

-, all the places of great interest to’ a curious boy-- e
N Grant's Tomb, the small Revolutlonary grave near by “
whose headstone commemorates the “Amlable Chlld" who

".—"'.‘~' . ‘ . ; Lo

_‘33Ibid.-._.- B
S 34Duncan, 601ng Doun From Jerusalem, Dedlcatxdn. A 5:

GordOn Grahame, Short Days Ago-(Toronto- Macmlllan, d

5f.1972), peo33 T o [

D o
(m—

. ..” '. Lo “ . ".'I. . '. . . i -“I_ 3 B ;4' .
C K , e . L ) R
. e R U R
- Y - [ . . : e ! P : . bl

I o S T S
B .o . ¢ . Lo . . S o
\ : ) L . . N - - P
. o




- R B e Ll Skl b 2,0 b e 4 e et e e e
- ‘| K . - ;
-
A -
4 - . N 4 U N
- - . ¢ ’ - “ L]
. ' “ T :
.~ t Y ! - -
renesim - foerere © - e b ee kit el el e e S - . g e e P £ v ot e B VA TSRS Ao et s w90 e v
B o v vt / . R
o v i PR
. o . . M
L D ¢ ™ , . -
\ - D g .
Lo [ '
, N b c.
. 1 . ,
- a‘ ’ . - T,
. : 5
' ° N w [ S
v ’ . By -
~ s . , 76
. -’ 3
)’ ‘ “ . -
T - -, : FER L0 g . o
< . [ . i o T ;’
, - .o is burled there.

o g L o Norman was a- tolerant -and generous companlgn‘for

B T ‘a. small boy, and- his . 1nterest Ain'me was-purely E ;
LT lfatherly. -I-say this in all- Seriousness for 1 was. L
Ly e .the type of youngster who attracted males,:: young’ R
EEENE ey “w. .. - dnd old, whose’' Ainterest in sex; was- definitely unortho-“‘

oo e dox.s rﬁaps T was not unique. Little boys,through
e A ‘all the ages have. been the prey of- sexual deviates..- ‘
s "“ﬁ *.. . " .Certainly most of my young companions had beepn accosted‘,
Sv.o i o .. and T know that some had been,willing agcompllces 1n '
G L ~the perpetuatlon of abnormal practlces

: A From all avallable records, 1nc1udlng an 1ntervlew
. ‘."',-.‘-" o R - ! t

lgfﬁj.f": R w1th J051ah Manuel Duncan s 1nterests in these boys appears

L, . .
~

'TlZTNif 3'”"jf' gk 1) have been’“purely fatherly,' as- Grahame states.

T : . T o o

f': tf~.. f?‘”’_ 3 Befote 1eaving for Palestlne in 1ate 1907, Duncan

;f,;'..if?w,"__ - v151ted hlsebrother, Ernest, 1n North East, Pa. Ernest 5
T T w1fe, Margaret Coon,\had dled just months after thelr mar-

-rlage,fand a county document records that Ernest and Norman

R _ purchased‘c'netery p;otshln;North,East on August 23{r19q1.3?
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S oL it e CHAPTER VII

" EASTERN.TRAVEL

'I‘wo extenswe perlods of Duncan s- life were 1nvolved

Palest:Lne, Arabla and Egypt as a "Spec:Lal corresp0ndent for-

1Y

" Harp_er S magaz:.ne."l He began h:l.s travels 1n Palestlne] in

f ._" the w1nter of 1907 8. His descrlptlons 1n F:Lndlng HJ.s Soul

'in'travel-' 1907 8 and 1912- 13, In 1907—8 he travelled to

and Gon.ng Down From Jerusalem would 1nd1cate that lSuncan was,

L

I"L: - -in Pa]fest:.ne at’ Chrrstmas 1907 The former book 1s a semi-

autoblographacal account of a dlscontented man from New .
¢

»York named James Falcontent. Falcontent had become a hea‘vy '
r ' .
-drinker, and the sp1r1tual dlmens.lons of hls l:Lfe had

. shrunken through years ‘of worldll.{{\ess »  The ouly ]OY in hlS

life was h1s .s0n, for whose future he\worked to 1nsure, and
the boy s sudden death left Falcbntent comp],etely shattered

. ©+* Big JJ.m Falcontent was a broken man. Dragqed
“ 'Y from a decent seclusion),. stated in clear, Straight-
o . away, brief, bald terms, which anybody can under-
stand, Falcontent' s trouble was thlé- He| was fully
aware that he had no God., ‘ A

. N
]
-

I3

IRV INorman Duncan, Battles Royal Dowﬁ North (3ew1-york: »
Flem:.ng H. Revell, 1918, w:Lth an/:l.ntroductlon. by .

Grenfell), p. 11, - . _ _ . T

2Norman Duncan, Flndlng His Soul (New: York.. "'Harper~‘
and Brothers, 1913), p. 2 3 - B
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T w1th a brlef paragraph.o e

‘. . K sl

_" Palcontent. determ:.ned that he must have another
beastly brandy- and-soda.3

N .

: ';‘ . Self plty and drlnklng rulned h:Ls bu51ness as a salesman

: j
" and hl«s superlor recommended a trlp to "the Holy Land-.“4‘:

' self outs:Lde Bethlehem on Chrlstmas nlght. -_" o 4
, 'Falconte‘nt .was preseng rattllng over: the road to ‘.
o Beth.lehem. . It was a clear night. Thére were 'stars

- . . brilliantly shining. A moon was 1nmfgvznt. A shadowy .
s . country - waste llke .a. w11dernéss in’ the nlght - was

-0 . .on e1ther side.5 ¢

Falcontent was awed by ‘the peace and abldlng faith of the ' =
: zé? o destltu*te pllgrlms Whoqourneyed far to v151t the pfl:ace. »
SUER - ‘ -

P U T Peace was. upon a11 them that adored' ‘ Such peace ,
2 _ . .«.... as the world can neither give nor take awhy . . .
) . a faith contlnulng from generation to generation,. )
IR G comfortlng, inspiring, peace-bringing,~giving hope-
© ', and courage . . . against the cock—sure phllosophles ,

* L - . . of these new days:6 ’ _ D

L uality--and he prays, but thlS seems mo ated by hls awe

i', o a.'nd respect for the 51ncer1ty of the falth of .others- rat%aer

than 'by a personal rellglous experlence. " The ___etor& ends -

4

-y ,i: A‘ b’3Ibid'.l" pr‘ ..‘20.‘, , - ,. . .‘ o '»u - ‘ . j"- \\ o .n

SIbid., p. 54, .
o lemaan, posrs T e T

Agalnst his- own w1shes, Falcontent complled and found hJ.m— e

. o . ' ' 1 '
. @\anclus,lon of thJ.S book is somewhat antlcllmatlc
, ST in that Falcontent dJ.scovers *his soul"--a form of splrJ.t-' / :

[

o Rmbias, p27. LT T T T e
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desert a questlon-‘

C o

‘Falcontent's soul? Oh yes, Falcontent. had a’
souJ}. - and had in. some way establlshed pea gith
1t.

P V- The expern.ence descrlbed in: the’ beok is vague and <

'unconvmc:l.ng, wrltten by a man, to use St Paul's dlstlnc— _‘

'tlon, who seems to have been awed by the forms of rellg;on,

but who had: not experlenced J.tS g.ower 1n his own llfe. N .

- &
°

Duncan s OWn dr:.nk:.ng, except for occas:l.onal resp:Ltes,

- H Y

. contlnuedt to become more excessu?e. His voyage to the @Holy K

“Land’ may have been, in part motlvated by a personal des:.re,

frlendshlp Wlth the New York Syr‘rans probably led hlm to
that country, but most of hls storles were about Chrlstlan
holy places such as Bethlehem, Damascus' and Jerusalem .In .

hls collectlon of travel stones entltled Go:.ng Down From

Jerusalem, Duncan suddenly asked a Shelk of ‘the. El T1h

“Do you bel:.eve in God?" I asked. :
"Truly, Khawaja!" Sheik erya,answered p:.ty:.ngly.
" "There is but one God, and Mohammed is His. Prophet,"
the elders pattered, accordmg to the form.
N e )
"Why?" T demanded. = . ; . :
Sheik Mirya mused. "God w’illing” I will answer: yous:
. I look up at the stars.” T 2 '
’ ‘ It was a good. answer .8

.

P

7Ibld-( p. “62‘; !. ’ \ ! . ’ _'f: v '_“' o I

Sy -8Nor;nan Duncan, Golng Down From Jerusalem (New York

Harper and Br‘bthers, 1909) » b 94. oL
o - ‘\, - .
. ’ ' ‘- . \ B ¢ i‘
. | ]‘e- : . ' . ¢ N ’

N

to dlscover a splrltual dlmensmn in his llfe. H:LS former

<
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P ; unchanged. "Going Down From Jerusalem records hlS Journey‘

e Lawren Harrls\ vho vas. later to become f.amous as a

Duncan ‘s trlp to the Mlddle East had the effect that
- N
_he was contlnually awed by the deep falth and sprrltuallty

r
'. of others. ‘He recorded many of these characters in hlS

IR storles,‘such as the Chrlstlam 1ss:.o‘nary referred to in

*l

the prevmus chapter,,the Shel,k of the El Tlh desert, and L
. . «. ’ .
the Russian pllgrlms at Bethlehem.9 However, ‘Duncan. could

not share th:.s sp:.r:.tual peace and except for an’ expanded

"repertcure of storles, hls; ellglous experlence remalned

.

’

from Jerusalem to Calro, along the ancient caravan route.~
H:Ls party, whlch 1ncluded Canadlan palnter Lawren Harrls,

travelled by camel and pack mule, w:Lth a gu:.de. dragoman,
cook and assorted hangers-on,«lncludlng an 1t1nerant poet,

> .
.

KashJ..d

member of the. "Group qf Seven"'Canadlan palnters, was then
: v 23 years old and f:.lled w:.th ‘the" exuberance of youth
- Harrls rode atop a lumberlng camel wh:l.le Duncan preferred a
horse, and Mrs Sleminjof Brantford tells how Harns was

. 3
overwhelmed,w1th the beauty and expanse of the desert, and

P 3 4

. ,would at tlmes repd the s:.lence w:.th a frenz:Led "whoop

from h1s ;\erch on the camel ) He then felgned innocence

.

' & o when the others turned to look and he reverted back to an / -
. . .. o . /_ . . \\4\ LN ) ‘ l
L S 9F1nd1ng H.‘LS Soul, p. 56 L ,/ R O ,
‘ 10G01ng Dowu From Jerusalem, o6, T ,\‘;.ﬁ_' o e ;
9 - . - . ) , S e, R
"\ . \ - V.ﬁ " .. ¢ 3 ;oY
- , v .
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,'they made e .and. celebrated New Year 5 Eve..

~

. . - ,
‘exPre551on of tlred boredom. Duncan was often embarrassed

by thls subterfuge of Harrls' for the latter would deny -

hav1ng screamed when questloned by thelr fe;lQWftravellers,l

Harris had been bOrntin Brantford, Ontario,vlike‘Duncan;‘

and hisfis,sketches‘and a frontispiece in;color_illustratei

'

‘many of the scenes and'characters‘described in" the book;a

- M X .
G01ng Down From Jerusalem.l In G01ng Down From Jerusalem,‘.

J
romantlc settlngs are descrlbed w1th the incisive reallsmA

1

_of a weary traveller. The reallsm and dellcate cyn1c1sm
"lend these scenesa credlblllty and a sense of . haV1ng been,

V,wltnessed by the reader,_as well as the author.,

. "We entered Jerusalem from the North - he whom/ S
they called the younger khawaja [Harris] and I - )

having ridden down from Damascus with a small o 'uf,x

caravan, camping by the way;. and a mean black time
it was, this last night of our riding, and late of
it too, - cold and W1ndy - swept-from the northwest,.
and black’ dark and wet/WLth a pelting raih of that
. Bour winter. I recall.?g llghts of the c1ty, ‘no -

warm 1nv1tat10n s e e s \ , lé? ;
R From Jerusalem they Journeyed to Beexsheba where
13

:.they travellqd to Gaza and El Arlsh over the desert «of El

- v

L \_J
3 l' —_ T T
; 11Mrs.\MarJor1e Slemln, personal 1nterv1ew held 1n
Brantford, Ontarlo, November, 1976.

12G01ng DoWn From Jerusalem, Pp.- 1, L)"i*lj _'
13, - R
Ib d ,"p- 230 - : . ' ot . R
T . B "r“ ." _‘
} .- . ‘ . -
L4 ;; b,‘ " "' ‘:‘_\‘
BN ; 2 . .. A . ;
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.'-god—fearing Mohammedan shetiks to nefarieus camel thieves ;

oo r".f':‘-..,",
Ce, .;l:Lke Abdullah\(\hi’::imel ‘tradera who put glass eyes ;‘n a T

. people foreign to hlm._ He entere!i into the:.r lifé, style

"~ and mannerisms sympathetlcally 1n order to deic d5e them

! art of bargal

. 'came to thls.place and fell :Ln love w:.th your beasts. >

.-: } ) Ibld-, p 48- .. ’ ' 0 B . o = I '“'»'. B ~ '
S Ibi = pp. -70-71. v S A

£ -l \ N
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Here, then, we entered again the old route :LntO ' o
Egypt, travelled these ages, but now almost forgotten. e
-a long, voiceless, glowing road, touching the shore C
' of . the sea, wandering-over blistered salt. bottoms;

--past stagnant, encrusted. pools, through deep. \sﬁd, ,
drifted in hills, -smoking-in the w1nd -There is some '

' commerce between Gaza and E1 Arish’ . brief traihs - = .

.of camels carrying grain and in the season droves' of e

. camels pass from the great Arabian Desert tp the ' O
.markets of Egypt. L ‘ (_/,.i” e
v . . ¢ , ] R -

Along the way they met many and varied characters, from the :

’

'blind camel to trick a prospectlve customer Duncan demon-l ‘ ". 0_:-'\"

of s

.:strated onge agaq.n hlS great ability to empathize W.lth a ' -

R4

1ntimately for hJ.S readers. For example, he desgrlbed the

b

'ng of these Bedou:l.n camel traders.

By, said this woodseller,' "I lneed my two T
camels, hoy shall I carry wood to Damascus without e
.them?" ! : TN

. "It is . true,",(x 1 answered, - "that you need your ’

camels, ‘let U8 not buy and" ‘sell, but trade, - lest .

. some damage be done you. - I have here;" said’ I, a .
splendid bedst with which I hesitate to"part, _ .
must, because ]} love your. camels; I w:.ll trade hJ.m o £
but. not éasily, because I. lovedhim well before I ° 5 L
|I -

A\ U
El Arlsh was the h\glfway point 'of the caravan route, I

"a little c1ty of le.nd:Lng square whlte houées, buJ.lt J.n . !

W16

deep sand, near by the sea.__ From El. Arlsh they proceeded

S . .
- . . AR z - . .
4 T LT . "

o P . . > . . v
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to- Ca'iro .*

. splrlﬂ)'ab’ damnatlon-
.‘~Yo'r‘k.:* Harper and Brothe'rs, 1909) F P I,

he o aememeam e e et e BTy w ddes,

- . . ) . :
oy 7 o - . \ . [
. . . L

o .. 83

.+to Kantara, on the Suez 4Ca'na1, from -where-they went by train

17 »Aiong the route D'uncan heard -many‘witty' and

¥

. anc:.ent ‘stories whlch embelllsh his book, such as "The Canoun

’

. and the Angel,' “The Maglcal Match " “The Ugly erter ofe

Teheran;" and the "Camel with the Glass Eyes." All these

storles and hlS own explolts and descrlptlons of the country,

¢

: made these most fascn.natmg readlng. 1IMany of these storles ,'

. -
appeared 1n HarEer s magaz:.ne before the publlcatlon of the .

e . o ~ . ’ ':‘ . oL . "

book in- 1909. )

The theme of personal and splrltual salvatlon :’recurs.

1n much of Duncan s wrltlng. Espec1ally durlng thlS perlod' .

t

of hlS life, a numher of hlS books reflect thlS theme. , A

a“ ’ N

o ‘small volume entltled Higgins: A Man s Christian .descrlbed

s (4 \‘\
the work of the Rev. Franc:.s Edmund ngglns, a Presbyterian
. - l'}
mlnlster, among the 1umberjacks of the remote Mlnnesota
'forests.len For Duncan, splrltuzj salvatlon often merged o -

) w1th release from alcohol addlctlon, and in thlS book the

>

mlnlster s ma1n funct:.on was to use the power and persuaSmn '

~‘of rellglon to dellver men from the curs‘e of excess‘lve drink-

»

ing. | Duncan 8 descr_;ptlon of the "sna}ce-room" where the -

P tavern owners carr:n.ed drunken men who were too :mtox:.cated

'l ’ '

'.' to face the elements out51de, 15 rem:.ru.scent of some pJ.t of

. e -
« S , -9

PR ..
=y 7 - ™

- 17Ib1d., B 51."'

"

18

Norman Duncan, - nglns- A Man s Chra.stlan (New

S ,4‘.' S e
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. Bartenders and thelr helpers carry them off
“to- the: snake-room when they drop; others stagger 'in-

" -.of their own rotion and fall ypon their reeking . j[t'

fyfellows.~ There is no arrangement of the bodies -
_but 'a squirming heap of them, from which legs and
..-arms, protrude1 wherein open—mouthed bearded faces |
-appear. in‘a tangle of contorted limbs. . Men moan -
-and. laugh and &ob. and snoreé; and. some cough with

' early pneumonia, .spme curse; ‘some. sing, some.

oo horrlbly grunt, and some, - dellrlous, pick. at spiders o

- in the air, and talk to monkeys, and scream out- to
. 'be saved. from 'dogs and.snakes. Men reel, in yelling
" groups from the bar to watch the’ spectacle of whlch 0
»they~ w1ll themselves,presently be a part 19
%
ngglns travelled from camp to camp preachlng the

1

a

‘taverns retrleV1ng hlS parlshoners from snake- rooms and
R :'tavern floors. Often they would glve @Jm thexr wages so as

not to squander them 1n the taverns.zet Sometlmes he tookw

s 1

ing thelr season 8 wages._ Men such as ‘old- Man Johnson, “\

. Jones ‘the Cook Whltey Mooney and other assorted %haracters

were wrestled cajoled, persuaded or carrled from taverns

and resuscltated by nggrns. 5 J'I }~ o : i',

ngglns is used “to plcklng over the bodles of

o

‘drunken men in. the snake-room ... . men who have ' ' _ -

- been sorely wounded in brawls, "or - are-+taken with,
pneumonra, or in whom remains -hope of regeneratlon.
He carries ‘them off on his back to lodgings - or he,’

'jwheels them away -in a barrow - ‘and he washes them ¢
and puts them- to .bed - . untll thelr normal mlnds

cde return.21J . B o _‘~4,"

\.-' I
>

s Ibld., p. . T R

21 Ib;dl,,p.~4zi

o Chrrstlan gospel to the men. R:CY spent much of hls tlme 1n

_money forc1bly from wild young men who were 1ntent on wast- .

LGN

Ibld. V- p. 18. . ‘ ' - ‘.V:"‘.: - ',~ ; ‘ " . o

L I
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e,
‘ . not styled on Grenfell

i doubtlessly reallzed this.

.* who,.

.}‘55 MER

. lumber camps of the northwestern Unlted States.

" to a lack of theoiogical"lbackground’! andiwolrl‘c:e'd among the

- lumber camps whére he was much respected ‘as a "man‘s

"iyoung men and f:.ght w:.th those who obJected to h:.s assmt—"

K ,bread Jenklns," were in turn rescued by Falrmeadow from.

‘._the agonles of alcohol:.sm.

[P N PRI A R AT A o T P e

L

o 85

The Measure of a Man, wr:.tten two years later,ﬂ m .

was a flctlonal aqcount of a smular fJ.gure in the

" Duncan

beglnswthls book w1th the dubJ.o,us plea that Dr. Luke is ;

'and‘John Fairmeadow is not styled . .
| l

on ngglns, But the overwhe1m1ng co.mCJ.dences of inc1dent

b and personal:.ty make such a ‘plea preposterpus, and Duncan Lo

Johanalrmeadow was a nu.se:.onary

like_ Higgins, falled hi's -ordination” examinations due

'Chi'i'stian.v"’ Able to use lus flStS as well as hls oratory,
+,

Fa:.rmeadow, llke ngglns, often found that hlS\ pulpn.t Was

Lo

a tavern s bar stool. . He often had to take the wage‘s of

ance.. "Bllly the Beast," "Plaln Tam Hltch, and 'Glnger-{‘ '

I3 L

The tavern scenes 1n th:.s book "‘. '

are’ s:.m.lar to those. 1n»HEgJ.ns: ‘A .Man's -Chr:.stian'- —

There was a roarlng crowd

. at the baﬁv but strewn
about' the floor ~ and now and

‘again kicked

'impatiently out of the way - there lay a dozenor - - . - PR -~‘ie.

,&more lusty fellows whom the celebrations had utterly - A
overcome . Falrmeadow was not dlsgusted 22 s

o

In Duncan s book Flndlng His Soul, 1t may also be

. d;:\'
' , sald. sp1r1tua1 salvat:l.on is seen in terms of a phy51cal - ‘
. . o . N .\ \ lf
- . -t ‘s L ’ I ...'.
- . 22Norman Duncan, The Measure of a Man (New York S, .':
_ Flem:Lng H. Revell, 1911), pp.4 60-6L. ;. . . RS SR UL
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f}‘mlned at this t1me by exce581ve drlnkmg.. 25

-
- .
14
. sty sprn L oty e e lid o o, . v
e !
! - -
< « ‘
. .1 v
7 . »

" 85 "

‘ salvat:.on from a ruJ.ned 11fe,

"drlnk:.ng'zz? Splrltual awakenlng and salvation brought

.

melancholy, and excess:.ve

‘worldly happlness, vigor and health rather than plety.
This can be observed in James Falcontent after h1s sp:Lr:Ltual
renewal m the Holy Lands, where he "found h1s soul“

:._ . .. nor could a devoted practltloner, of J.nternal

“medicine have supplied a need of Falcontent's
‘hearty body. Falcontent was a ‘robust fellow.

~ Falcontent was in vigorous health. - What need had

Falcontent of a physician or a. surgeon?

- Falcontent s soul? Oh yves, Falcontent had a’ \

"

Duncan s own health and contentment were be:.ng under—- "

'number of therap:l.es J.ncludlng cablns out in the forests and

o

splrltual renewal. , TheJ.r purpose ‘was to mprove hJ.S llfe

'and to curb hlS drlnklng, but nelther succeeded. ,,For Duncan,

' hls personal;ty ‘and the stor:Les he wrote were merglng more

than ever before, as he ‘moved J.nto the flnal flve unhappy

- .

: years of his 11fe. T

. Co } g K . :' N vt'.
.“, }ln_ ‘,'/ : o o . 7
L) SRR A
"\“ ‘. ' . _~-‘

: - - . "A; - . . ' e .' | . . S .
RO 23F1nd1ng HJ.S Soul, pp. 20-21. . L P
Y A T TR
' Ibldo ] pl 62- ._.,. o / g o . . o

w e

' 25Jos:Lah Manuei, personal 1nterv1ew held 1n Inn:.s—‘

fa-ll, Alberta, November, 1976. . - . I
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B In 1911, Jabez Manuel of Explo:.ts. Newfoimdi‘and,' .

, vrslted the United States«of Amenca. He had for some time
- been sufferlng from asthma and he was - in search of. a home

:for hlmself and hls famlly 'in a more amenable cl:.mate.]_', ‘Igle

'

,kept a dlary m whlch he recorded his trave1s through
‘:{.'-«Amerlca and western Canada durlng the wlnter months of that P
V'.'vyear. HlS entry for January 12 relates that upon nis -
arnval m New York Harbor, he was ;net by . Norman Duncan .
and taken out to chhmond Hi]:l for the ‘razl.ght:.2 -Jabez " s son .

' ;Joe was. ws.th hm\ and the next day Duncan, hrs J.llustrator,

A

' ',George Hardlng, Jabez and Joe, spent the day together 1n

s

New.York That nlght JOe and Duncan went out to .East Oranqe'..' .

31wh11e Hard:.ng ‘and Jabez stayed in Duncan s New York apa.rt—f '

<

3 .

' ':‘: all to the CJ.ty Club, of wh:.ch he was a member.‘l, pnncan'had

o

' . ')“

lJosz_ah Manuel, personal 1nterv1ew held 1n Inn:.sfall

-Alberta, November. 1976._ S S -

Ruby Dlary for 1911 of Jabez Manuel, entry for

"January 12, 19i1,. in the collect:.on of Jos1ah Manuel Inm.s—- o
-fail, Alberta.’, ST ) - s

1

L 3Ibld., January 13. SR
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The follow:.ng day was’ Sathrday ‘ and Duncan toak" the.m -
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)

o

.'-

: . Ibn.d., February 6 o R A S T T

intended to. accoinpany Jabez and Joe on their vtrip.éouth

into I-'lorlda, but for- some reason wh-:.ch Jabez does. not

. ,' mentlon, Duncan could not travel on the appomted day,

7 v

January 17. 5’ The followmg day was smu.larly spent waJ.tmg
;for Duncan and, flnally,‘ on January 19 Jabez and Joa left )
.w1thout Duncan, the latter hav:.ng promised to follow them v
with Hardlng gn the nex.t day. 6 Uabezl'contgued on to Flor:.da' )
.mth his. son, and on February 6 he recexved a letter from -
Duncan who wrote that he would not be arr:.ving :Ln Flora.da
-;z?ntll after February 15. However, on February 13 Jabez
wrote 1n h:.s dlary,‘ "Mr. Duncan turned up th:.s mrnthg.

]
Jolly glad to see- him~ "8

and the party went to Ocola for
Duncan s’ trunks. They Journeyed up - the rlver Oklawaha A to
Palatka, Florlda, by rlverboat and Jabez recorded that‘ “Mr.

Duncan en]oyed hJ.s day. nd ‘ Duncan apparently dec1ded to dls—

L

cont:l.nuer the tra.p, for on February 16 he took h:LB trunks once s

»

10

more and returned north to New York Jabez was obl:l.ged to

stay J.n Daytona for a week, as Joe was scheduled to return
to Newfoundland. Duncan had promlsed to make the necessary

' C s. . . . .

) 51b1d., January 17. U , - o
‘GIbld., January 1? - . '\. . | ,‘
. 7 L. .‘ B , ) ..“'\".\‘ ' P :.:-: "‘ e e

Ib:.d., February 13. S S T
'9Ib1d ‘_February 15,0 B ST R PO

Ibld., February 16." L LT o SRR

“" . e i . . :
. ’ o . - . .t
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' ari':angem‘ents‘. :

On February 24 J

I 1

abez rreceived a letter e

i \

from Duncan informing him of another delay and squesting

that“ Joe stay ‘in Flor':.da forA the ta.ne l:veingq

-~
-

., put Joé on.the tram for | New York

L

v

’ -entry relatmg to th;.s matter 1s February 27,

- .,\

The last, o
when Jabez

. for Chicago. 1-2

N . e

: /

o

B Joe recalls that ‘Duncan h

*during these weeks, which perhap

lOI‘ .

-

expla:.ns his erraEa.c behav-

rv
2

o

o "

13

e

s -
H
.-

Jd been drinking heav:.ly

/and he' himself departed

I
i

When Joe arrived‘ 1n New * York he dlscovered that the

uessel whlch was to take hJ.m to Newfbundland had been 1ost

NS

at sea,. a,nd another delay was occas:.oned

that Joe accompam,'r him to Ma:ine, where Duncan ‘&igad a cabin )

at a fishlng resort.

L0

They went to Mainez vﬂ’;

< .

2

uv'

the days recuperating fr0m ‘hJ.s dr.xnkmg’, after which time

Joe proceeded -to’ Newfoundland.

c N

13

RN

L
L

>
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<
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N
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Duncan suggested .

]

doctoral degree in 1iterature fratn i:h% Un1Versity of Pitts—

- 'rhe following year. 1912,

[~

l:urgh.]:4 He had not taught there, but hia brother, iRobert ’
. o
o had founded the Mellon Instltute for Industra.al Research at o
\
the University. '~It may have been partly ~through Robert s
- ,in_fl_uence .that-Dun_can- vgag-granted: the degree, as thls would
? ) o : I ,, ? '-t ' T v \,_. ' ,’._
e uIbid Februa. 24 A P )
n == ry LR ‘- el r
» 12IbJ.d. - February 27 ; L ’. ”vf‘ CooEe “_f
) : 13Josm*h Manuel persoqal 1nterv1ew. ‘
T 14Susan Duncan, perSO.nal 1nterv1ew held 1n New York )
City, November 1976. R . ~ T g ‘ .
- ' s SR e
. TSN T PR - R i

Duncan rece:.ved an honorary .

j.,..;...:;,.}-ﬂ e - SR
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N < be in keeplng/hlth the solldarlty sharediby the three
B ¢ ¢ ‘e

L Dungcan. brothers.' On February 18, 1314 Robert dled and

‘T

was brought to Brantford, Ontarlo, for bur1al LS‘ Duncan‘:'
went home for,hls brother s funeral and some re51dents df

- c Brantford‘Etlll remember Duncan from thlS v1srt, Just two
. L .

years before hlS death Mr. R. K Ruddy, who was. a child at

r":wfl the t1me, remembers how’ sad everyone 1n the famlly was,

P ' -

K especrally the chlldren, for Robert had been a favorlte of

' . . R L 16

- his young nephews and nieces. Mr Ruddy recalls that ”f",

~

l‘ Dunican called all the” chlldren to hlm and gathered them g"

s L

’ a%budd him-on the 11v1ng room floor..'He took thelr mlnds

i

“‘. off the terrlble loss w1th spellblndlng storles of the :

Orlent, Newfoundland and Australla.%7: Duncan ‘told them

"; many storles, and by 1gnor1ng hls own grlef he helped them
forget thelrs. Duncan s, klndness and selfless generoslty
’are remembered by Ernest Duncan s chlldren also. . Duncan

‘ llved with. them between hls perlods of travel at Wllloughby,
3‘ . -
) Ohlo, and constantly showered them w1th glfts from hls
T ,-; v travels.}az Ernest s daughter, Susan, "now resrdent 1n NeW'

York Clty, descrlbes the exotrc toys from many countrles .

' Le-t T

, Y - A..‘ ‘ . .‘ " L. ..
o lsIbid. R ff'
DA 16R K.  Ruddy, personal 1nterv1ew held ln Brantford,,
‘ Ontarlo, November, 1976 . - :
L "': S gIbld. .. ' ' ‘ ' ‘
- "Sysan Duncan, -personal "interview. S e
P C ! ._ N . ' : R -) . 1 v
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e o B Bobbuagot a letter, didn't he? * Didn't Daddy-bring-
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‘w1th whlch they were too young to play until after Duncan s f;-

T o death ‘ Harrlott Duncan, Susan s mother, wrote 1n her dlary.

¢

fthat on the occasion of' her son Robble s)blrthday, Duncan

“‘had sent her. “flve sults of clothes w1th hats to match,
"19

=

‘sweater and stocklngs. Susan remarked that at: tlmes hls T T

'gener051ty overrode the bounds of common sense. Duncan con—
v .
stantly sent Susan andi}er brother, Bobble glfts, cards and o

°

“-Jletters from hlS varled destlnatlons around the world Many3

/ .

. <
it .

“of these letters are st111 extant and they exempllfy a 51n-.‘“'u’ e
~'Q"cere rapport w1th young- chlldren, w1thout the art1f1ce or |
'g:,. SR condescen51on of most adults when attemptlng to communlcate:

- - with juvenlles. The followrng letterkwas‘zent to Susan from‘-
Duncan, "Who' was . then 1n Albuquerque, New Mex1co, An 1915'
Dearest llttle Sue, who is Mama s 11ttle glrl,-“

'-and Daddy's -little girl,- and Uncle's<little girly
This is some mail for Sue,. It is.a letter.-

o 5 Sumre 28 1 < ek R0 B bimt o s 2
- - R

.© a letter to Bobbie when he: came from Down Town « - - A
-, . today? Yes, he did. 'Well, this is not a letter N
. for Bobbie. It is a letter for Suwe, all by herself,
“and all- for herself. ' Uncle sends. the letter, you S 't
know. Do you know who Uncle is? ~Well, Uncle is. .- .° O
. speakKing to.you.  Uncle.is on the Great Big Train. -~ S B
P The Great Big Train goes Choo-choo—choo-choo! Some-~
: times .it goes "Whoo-whoo-whoo! Sometimes it goes ' c ;Jg
 Whoo=G0-00-00-60, whoo-whoo! - . And all the time it LT
, .goes Choo-choo- choo-choo.’ You go on the 'Great’ Blg o -
‘ : Train. 'when' you go to see Grandpa. Pretty soon Uncle
. . will be back in your house.  And then he w1ll give . ‘
' Sue a great big hug. and’' a great big. kiss - just .”. RN o
N exactly as big'a hug and kiss ashe will glve Bobble. o ’
e, Uncle sends hlS love . to" llttle sue, . oo
- . Uncle20 ST B

e Al gyt AT

v Te

'; T 19D:Lary of Harriott Duncan, entry for February 10,

- 1915,>1n the Susan Duncan collectlon, New York C1ty. . N
S 20Letter, Norman Duncan to Susan, Duncan, hls.niece,"y'u/' -
S e December 19, 1915." L o T I ' '

S e w5 e Cciwemes —dasc 2 uras e ek
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*__phoned home to 1nqu1re about Duncan. HlS wafe,s

Foahe e B tad gy CEAMEEANS Pt TRy P tha Ao £

cefv e

o

Susan at the time was not qulte three years old. ‘She“has"

.-]one clear memory of Duncan creeplng 51lently beh1nd her

‘and puttlng ‘'his ‘hands cver her,eyes,untll;she_guessed who~'

he was.Zl.'h

'i - ® L

'

.

1ng was becomlng progre551vely worse. His brother, Ernest,

1

'was then 1n Ashtabula, Ohlo, but 1mmed1ate§y~

Duncan was hav1ﬁ§ d1ff1culty wrth a story. Once when

Ernest's profe Sion took h1m out31de Wllloughby, h

1nformed h1m that Duncan\had locked hlms 1f

. '

¢

\ '\,

' Wllloughby 1n order to’ tend to hlS brother«

. was as accommodatlng as p0551b1e durlng Duncan s bouts of

‘ drlnklng These often accompanled "wrlter s block," when

AN

e A
arrlott,;.'

~soon as Ernest had 1eft, and she feared foE thi/ﬂorst.. Ernest
tet

urned to -
22 ’

o Duncan was Stlll wrltlng actlvely and publlshed elght.'”

o

A books after 1910 One of these books, Australlan ByJWays,’.

‘was wrltten durlng the second of Duncan s two major travel

7

:expedltlons foeraEEer s maga21pe.. ‘In 1912 and the early

part of 1913 Duncan "was sent by the same magazlne toc.

,Australla, New Gulnea, the Dutch East Indles and the Malay

v

{

21‘ ' ' T
Susan Duncan, personal 1nterv1ew...’

Ibld

23Norman Duncan,

: States.“23‘ There are,postcardsjand'letters in Susan Duncan*s'

Yy -

Battles Royal Down North. (New York.f

Fleming H. Revell, 1918, w1th an 1ntrqductlon by Slr Wllfred

: Grenfell), p. 1l.

in hi, room as’ o

ce2t. L

As was observed by Joe Manuel in 1911 Duncan s dr1nk4‘.c._

&
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" ff--,. collectlon grom Duncan in Tasmanla, Australla, Tanglers, ;1

L Lt
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*

Australla and charts of the‘surroundlng seas'has been
donated by Susan Duncan to Yale UnlverSLty.24 -Duncanfs‘nr
- propen51ty to 1mmerse hlmself in the culture about whlch he
:was wrltlng ‘can be seen agaln in his Australlan travels.f Heg“
_fbecame qulte conversant w1th the qeography, hlstory .and”
yisoc1q}ogy of - the 1and He Journeyed w1th his 111ustrat€,
e George Hardlng, to the'lnterlor of the 1sland and wrote a.
o vast array of 1nterest1ng artlcles and storles on everythlng
.t he saw.. He v151ted the Australlan lumhprjacks of the ca
‘"aarrah Bush" and was dlsmayed by thelr exce551ve drlnklng,arlf
| as he had been dlsmayed by the ‘same - excesses in Amerlca.fz'
ﬁ "' These men with. whom we rested .were Jlke Iumber- a
- jacks the world over - phy51ca11y flne, hearty -

. fellows, but. hard roquds and wastrels. Their d1Verslon
-7 was’'a furious debauch, from which, having "knocked '

down" their checks in the first public house,’ they h' l :.1‘.'

crawled-back to long. periods of healthful- labor. ./~
It being now ‘shortly after Christmas, the talk: ,
- had something todo with the:long Christmas absence. -~
"Fined me a pound 'in Jarrahdale," said -Scotty. ‘

K "A pound for bein' drunk'“ crled the hook man,

.o 1ndlgnantly. )
: "Ah, .well,;" said- 5cotty,nln honorable defense of L
the’ magistrate, "I was usin' profane langultch W , ™

" "Dad~blime ®me!" the hook-man-protested, "they
.only charge ten bob for that in Perth!". '
< . . "Ah, well, “)sald Scotty,,"I got my mdney s
;~-'.worth'"25 : : " .

’

:ua..24Susan Duncan, personal 1nterv1ew..
e 25Norman Duncan, Australlan By-Ways (New Yorkr
Harper and Brothers, 1915), p.>43. :

’
s

Glbraltar, and4Made1ra. A.collectlon of Duncan S maps of " ”,‘Q\\

o
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lee many of Duncan s books, Australlan By—Ways 1s

i ‘0\

i, A

who perlodlcally dressed 1n his best cleaned hlS tent put

. taste.-

-

of transport, both by sea. and by land

w1th the whlte settlers.

"trackers and busmen.

w11ds

//

He- would carry on pollte conVersatlon w1th hlmself

Duncan desorlbed hls fellow travellers and thelr modes

In 1914

Mr Thomas Tw1tter-

27

. s
by drlnklng hlmself drunk to hls own health

He

'{gold minlng flelds and the farmlng areas.

(tude to v1olence and murder, as Well as thelr relatlonshlp

26: '.»:: .

descrlbes‘the

He d1scusses the

:

He descrlbes thelr skllls as

These descr1pt1ons are 1nterspersed

A " 7

' w1th excmtlng storles of llfe and death in the Australlan

o the most 1n51gn1flcant of ali his books.'

¢

}Mr Tw1tter was a spare 1ean old fellow, with a.
“leéan, shaven face, furnished.with pleasantly snapplng
gray . eyes, fun—lov1ng lips, much used-to pursing,

and a long agreeably curved nose, llke a, beak of

Ibld., P ‘49,
Ibld., p 236

ot e i

: ,out hlS best spread and entertalned hlmself w1th 1mpeccable

} for most of the evenlng, and then he would flnlsh the affa1r

Laborlglnal 1nhab1tants Qf the11sland and thelr casual attl—:"

Duncan publlshed The B1rd~Store Man, perhaps:i

It 1s a ghlldren 8"

n

fsplced w1th many . unusual characters,‘such as 01' Man Dougherty,

‘g

\'"story almed at the juvenlle market, about a pet show owner,]£; 3

RN

PGt i N
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' Bllly Topsall serles was. well recexVed and prov1ded Duncan

engaglng proport;ons.' He was jaunty and rosy
-and nimble; and he sparkled with genial’ frlend-
Ilness e e Never before, 1ndeed, was - a1nan

" fashloned so nearly in- the .image. of a brrd '

3

fThe nOVel is about a llttle glrl and her srck dog, Alexander,.

. ‘e } i L.
’ whom Mr. Twrtter cares for and tralns as a c1rcus dog. s,af

1 }novel by Duncan, 1t may be studled as one of hlS chrldren s -

f:;books, but.evﬁn in thls category 1t i§ an- anomaly for 1t 1s

:w1thout the r?imglous overtones of | The Sultable Chlld, and )

W~

’ 1s not set en—Newfoundland as 1s/the remalnder of Duncan s o

: chlldren s books Bllly Topsall and Co;pany, 1910, and
‘fJBllly Topsail, ‘M. D., 1916 were both sequels to the populara

Adventures of Bllly Topsall 1906., TheSe adventure storles

_.for young people 1nvolve young Bllly Topsall, from Newfound-

'jland, 1n llfe and death adventures 1nd1genous to those
. e ‘o‘ R RN PR
;coasts.i'The characters of these storles 1nclude Doctor Luke
; ' . L
. and Bllly s Newfoundland dog, "Sklpper."i The three-volume'

“ t i {
»w1th some of hlslmost loyal readers. The three remalnlng

' volumes-, Best of a’ Bad Job 1912 Battles Royal Down - Nonéh, y

'_1918, and Harbor Tales Down North, 1918, were collectlon% of '

'-”Duncan s Newfoundland storles, the 1ast two hav1ng been

3

'publlshed posthumously. Duncan' s publlsher, Revell“ edlted gsnl

-

. : and complled these laSt two coliectlons two years after the

. . N ;
» . . . . Ly . - . “ 5
H ' . . . - . e

28

~. '  “°Norman- Duncan, The Bird-Store Man (NGW'YOIR-

Flemlng H.. Revell 1914), p.ql3.
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author 's sudden death.: Revell added an 1ntroductlon and :,""

¢ (

b "
’gfiﬂ S ,;,"' brlef blography by Slr Wllfred Grenfell for these storres’\\c
i

:i" = Wthh Duncan had never publlshed 1n a collectzo o Many ot\
,é' e these storles were weak, sentlnental and morallstlc, but
| §the popular audlence of the day reacted favorably to the ) %1
S ':'. adventurous plot 11ne and lucld style Whlch Duncan had L,ﬂ%-ia'A; '
-*;Lw;”:.‘..Ti': mastered.' f,vfwh';fA; ’3,h‘u‘“" A ;'j\._y A‘;; j ’ o 1 ;':
| . fr:;:A_}f ’5i; uuncan spent ‘his last years in. forelgn travel- in fj;;fja ? ff
i o :T‘?A"j Wllloughby w1th his. brother, Ernest- 1n Brantford 1}Onta;:ao,fj; SR
’§ ;-,;,A~;‘{;l‘ V151t1ng relatlves, and in. Callfornla pursulng a relatlon-" 3
P s i ,
[ :

- shlp whlch w1ll be dlscnssedﬁmore fully ln the foflowrng
{ hapter.- Many of the maga21nes whlch were publlshlng hls T

e : -.J storles had thelr offlces 1n NeW‘York C1ty, -e. g, McClure's,”'”A

PR Outlook, and Hagger s Both hlS publlshers, Flemlng H. '3 ;;.7
L RS . Revell and Harper and Brothers were based in’ New York 01ty,_‘

v ~:,‘3- and consequently Duncan 9pent much of h1s time 1n New York

o na a————— Ty
¥ o
o

vlﬁi]ﬂ”, ::._ between 1910 and 1916 When Jabez Manuel vrslted from New— PR

4 " e

B,
. - 'I‘ : . .
A N .‘»_
ot et A Nt L T
CLx .-t N

r?fw. : foundland ip. 1911 he stayed at Duncan 5 apartment in New

S ”' York Clty 9 ' S-S . ;:f' ‘.'.4"?{']' ,}A-'- - ;5;}f

'y /. e e

e et diie,

! ' f eIn Aprll of 1911, Duncan was-contacted by hlS agent,
h‘Zeatrlce DeM111e, 31ster of the fle producer, who 1nforme§ IRETT
! K m that the famous Broadway producer, Dav1d Belasco, was ! f

PP 1nterested 1n adaptrng Duncan ¥ book The Mother, to a ( :

» u '.i ' * - . . \ é
o - Broadway play |
SRR S -Z%Rﬂby;biaryfforfl9ll of Jabez ‘Manuel, Jahuary 13, f_,;;,lfﬁféti
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TN ... Mr. Norman Duncan;, = _r' I T
e ».w T . 4715 Wallingford St., . e
Co N “P:Lttsburgh, Pa. o R o, : \ :
L ' -,_My dear. Mr., Duncani- o '
o ks ' A very great piece  of luck has most unexpectedly
e

"happened. I .sent to David Belasco my book of your, BT

" "THE MOTHER"% asking him to read it with the idea St

of making- a- play from it for a:star that he has to R
. , o " exploit this autumn I g:.ve you -verbatim ‘his tele-

o .70 . ..graphic angwer. - He .is now in North Carolina. .- .- A
B P "See - many pOSSlbllltles in 'THE MOTHER'. Thlnk e
E w1th splendld work we can get a bully play out of -it. .

I have some big 1deas and schemes .for llt already. . - .!

Must have a dramatlst who w111 get . hu51astlc and '

get rlght on the job until we get klnd of play .

: necessary. ' David Belasco." ' g
. If you knew- Mr. Belasco as M -.as I do, you o
-would, reallze that the battle & already. won.. although :
S it 'needs steady work from the dramati from now . k

Q
e

, . ‘until October. The lay of course will have' to be
e < - renamed as Mr. Brady has uged "MOTHER" all over the™
{ ' country. In.view of this the ,offer I make to you
P - will be as\ follows . '
i ‘
o . L L " Néme of
A ... oin :
BT S Name. of Play '
T - oL , The Dramat:.zer 2 N S
based on Thie Mother by Norman’ Du“}m‘ RS
Ry : " Personally produced by . - . o
- ... . David Belasco , .
© You will have no further trouble .of any kind. and’
L oo . w1ll -receive one quarter 0f-all royaltles pald by ?
P T Mr "Belasco to the dramatizer.'
; S o .Please wire:immediate ansver. to above address as’
< 1f this goes through' it must be‘on the instant. as we
Y N _ - rall have ‘all we -can do to get 1t 1nto the rlght shape
tE ,, 1n tlme. e .
, !’4; SR B o - ‘. e Yours falthfully,.
! >\-\ é \ Beatrlce DeM111e . T
, ;4 ‘ 'Mrs.ILC.Bq R

PR [

- .

-

. o 30Letter, Beatrlce DeMJ.lle to Norman Duncan, Apr:.l 10,
L 1911 collectlon of Susan Duncan, New York C:Lty.
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ﬂ result of 1t, hlS drlnklng became uncontrollable and hlS

o o A st ot

o o Th:Ls letter proved to be the harb':.nger of what was - ;~.
g T Tl s

probably the bltterest d:.sappomtment in, Duncan B llfe.: Asl )

.

o~

- hea.lth was broken. . At flrst, ﬁ,Du an'waé ecstatlc that one

of hls books would be played o" Broadway, and began 1mrned:|.— ‘
"'"ately the arduous task of/r wrltlng the novel as a flve . Lo

‘act play.31 He began subm:.ttlng the completed drafts of

the play to Belasco through DeM:.lle. However, the former I SRR

_would not comment on the play unt:.l Duncan had completed "l{'

Call five ac_ts: o

’ ‘ ' "' .j, -‘ Jl . v . v ) a v‘. :
f, . . . ' ) ] , .. ,' - R o Ma’y ’ 20' 1911- ,“' - ' :‘ . ?
E L 4 o sl ; “ oL

o' R . . "~"r . . L . - -
s 3 B . B B R

T Dear Mr, Dun‘can
" Mr. Belasco's ‘w:.re reached me yesterday after-
.- .. noon ~ forwarded “from‘New York. I.copy it here. - -~ .~
) He will not give any of hlS ddeas. till he: gets the " R .
whole flrst draft rfrom you. - But he is well pleased ' I
R : . copy of telegram o BRI ‘
"Act recelved Has great stuff in 1t with big.
possibility.’ Del:l.‘ghted with it. I won't ‘attempt:
to criticize or: offer suggest:.ons until I. read the. . E
next. two acts, as first I wish to knowy the author s R A
purpose and I am- afrald I mlght upset what he has T
in mind so keep your shoulders to- the wheel and - = . ¢
forge' ahead. . Dav1d Belasco™ ‘ T I
" .. 80 you seg dear Mr. Duncan we must rush along
. and finish our part before the real work ‘with him"
can take place:. I shall be ready for work with - R
.you. Wednesday 24th If the fourth act is not, typed R -
will y3u send it to the office and. the. girls will . R ,
have. it all ready jfor us when. we want it. .Same . = . &,»
W.'Lth third act. J} love'it.and can hardly wait . - ; N
for Wednesday t0 come. . Plttsburgh is bo:l.llng ‘but . T
,reports from New York make it just as bad there so ~! .
, . e R Falthfully, s R
R e S L Bea‘tnce DeM:Llle;z' A

o i,

l . .
Susan Duncan, personal lnter\uew.

i : .
3~2Letter, Beatrlce DeMJ.lle to Norman Duncan, May 20, - Ty

1911, collect:.on of Susan Duncan, New York Clty.. ST \,W

1
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Dunpan was. not@ bus:l.nessman and depended on the good 5

"1ntentlons of hlS bus:.ness asoc:.ates, who were Wlth few
. except:.ons scrupulous. ’ rIn hlS JubllatJ.on, Duncan ‘had

.accepted a $500 00 advance from Belasco Whlch legally bound

"

: hJ.m [Duncan] to the pro:ject on the terms that Belasco would

ln ! o
st1pulate.,33 When the’ play was. completed, Duncan”Werrt to 2

Syracuse, Ne,w York, \to meet w.lth Belasco

d DeMllle to [

Duncan had consulted .no lawyer

1

arrange the flnal0 contract. \
about thls transactlon, and found h:.mself bound to a con,,9
tract that was not what'* he had been led to bel1eve.f3r4 Susan

\

Duncan sa}(s that Belasco wanted hlS own name aff1xed to the ‘»,.,‘-":u

n

Another 1nd1cat10n 1s that Belasco A
g ;
' wanted the name of- hlS own dramatlst, who was to ne—work the ,

'play, aff:.xed 1nstead of Duncan 5.35

=

play 1nstead of Duncan s

. In any case/ Duncan

‘,;would not comply unJ.ess the proper credJ.ts lwere used w:.th e
Belasco lnSlSted on.

!

.hJ.S rlghts w:.th::.n the1r agreement, for Duncan “had taken

. the play as. was orlglnally st:Lpulated,

T L .
the advance of $500 00. Dunc.an trled in VaJ.n to repay the

- S ’ / j “

- o . ) - ; °
N - SRS L.
1 L I [
1 . . 4 i H
" Sl ! / ‘ ‘
! L » - . o .t

H v . ST s .
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3 ki ' '
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St et s
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o ’$500 00 and seek another producer, but Belasco would not
'“resc1nd ‘the orlglnal agreement Th1s betrayal hurt Duncan
; _much more than the flnan01al 1oss, and hlS famlly at that
‘ C tlme notlced the 111 effects J.t had on h1s health Ernest s &Q,t.
L= AL, S '

, ST .3.3sus'an Duncan, per_sonal- interview. I R .
g Mrpig. - T o | |
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‘ W1fe, Harrlott, often sa:Ld that thJ.s “Belasco affalr broke*u-
! "Norman. s heart.'.’s'6 Duncan pursued the n;atter wz.th 1awyers, .
and Edgar Brlggs, of Flemlng H. Revell, assn.sted 1n t(he/ T,
. . \ :
’dlspute, but to no ava:l.l. Duncan 8" brother, Ernest, strug- ]

. JU.:'

< s #
s
i
{

. . o : ok N
rorTozens AT R Nt e vy
- . v R : C o P

gled w:Lth the legal matter nearly unt:.l hlS death, hop:.ng

“to free t‘he play from Belasco s. control, but he also falled.
e

The play was never produced or publlsh ' and remalns in

the Susan Duncan collectlon 1n New York CJ.ty. L ,' A

Ow:.ng no doubt +0 the "Belasco flascd,“ Duncan aged -

: _r'prematurely and h:Ls once thlck halr turned a dull wh:.te.. |

'

| “Hls dr:.nk:.ng escalated alarmlngly as ‘he struggled w:.{\ nls AR

~ ""last stor:.es, several of wh:.cb were never published 1n

o elther magazmes or collect::.ons. : The three hltherto unpub--' h

- : 2

ln.shed storles deal w1th an expl:.c:.t and common them == s
‘abjeet alcohol:.sm. 3.7 I '4 : . \;" \ -7 K L
The flrst, entltled The Mastegz 38 is" the sto'r‘y‘of » E
tWO young men, relegated to a lz.fe of destltutlon 0n Sk:.d ,' o
."'Row by alcohollsm.‘ As mornlng broke 1n New York Clty, they .
g Ashook themselves awake and umnedlately felt the famlllar C
}thlrst for alcohol As was theJ.r ,custom, they alternately Q?
\ ' ; :
;accosted passers-by to sol:.crt money., One of the young‘f‘*ﬁaen :
B U Ibld. w T
- Ibld T : . :
- - c . T e A L
N 38Norman Dunean,' “The Mastery," ‘an unpubl:.shed sto’ry -
- :.n the Susan Dl.‘mcan collectlon, New York CJ.ty. R C e
T -". e At_ ! L ’ . ," ’ b
- R R ) “._‘7’1 ) P o R
AN . / - { g
BRI - ' s : & sttty
. N “r e
A
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restralnt. Lo *?V S --< i

| .'*:
S stopped a pretty young lady who took p:.ty on. h:.m and gave .; S
/ hin some money. ,As the money changed hands, her fJ.ngers J 1
; . touched hJ.s, and at’ the same 1nstar;t' he was ‘jolted by a’ )
’ shock of recognltlon--she was hlS s1ster. 4 Immedlately, he -
was fllled Wlth a sorrow for hJ.S eond:.tlon, and a resolve
E ‘to gain, mastery over the addlctlon wh:.ch was keeplnawh—:.m
L there. H:Ls s:.ster d:l:d not recog‘n;.ze.hn.m and paissed on, but
- f —th_e‘young man found hlB comoa—n:; and told ha,m he’ was 1e\av- -
"3 . 1ng to pursue a hetter ilfe, free of alcohol HJ.s frlend »
I3 | 'WlSheﬂ hlm well, doubtfully. As nlg’ht fe11, the frlend was .
i sleeplng 1n a shed, intoxicated, and the young man returned;‘; ‘
RO in the same state. . He told hls friend thatl He' had 1no. w111 ‘/ :
'~ jpower remaln:n.ng,‘ "only “the memory lof. a w:.ll 39 and :.nstead :‘“‘I‘i.
“'Of ga:.n:.n‘g mastery overf, hlS add:.ct:.on, alcohollsm galnedv'.,’.“l o
’ . t L. R
B -complete mastery over. m. ‘ ', ." ; BPTRTIE /
A | Duncan was battllnt;.; w1th alcohollsm 1n an .age whlch L

~d1d not have the same understandlng of the complalnt as 1s R

had today. Instltutlons such as Alcohollcs Anonymous were k

. stll). in the off:.ng, and the alcohollc 5" struggle J.n 1914 '.g.f

jAs a louely one, f:.lled w:.th fears and m:.sunderstandlngs,

. y
‘,,. .

b “'r alcohollsm was’ stlll cons:.dered to beu*a lack of persdnal

¢

e
ar - v’

The second of tl?xe three unpule.shed storJ.es is an

, i . o " "I
R S - art:.cle seem:.ngly 1ntended for magaz:.ne publ:.catlon. It isc o
‘-«', g ] - ? ° I ‘ l e}.,‘ s ' ey - . . ; ) . Y
\ B PR Ibid. R ' “,\. e L N ':’, LR ) b L ‘
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3 ) -‘1uc1d1y wr::.tten, as J.S ‘the former story, and concerns a SR
e W

.-,-."‘health resort for alcoholxcs. : ’-',’rh : "Self-Masters' 001ony

s near by the town of Union, New Jersey‘, _a qu:.et ﬂ-lace to L

s

. M,whlch any troubled man may w1thdraw unt:l.l hlS trouble

. e e e 4 e - el
B et e e o R N R T

EaE passes--where, havmg entered pennlless and dlstresse'd, ,he

N _ may yet ma:.nta.ln hlmself in self-respect "40

T K '..;1, wayward sons of the rlch, J.ntemperate young oo
o : T 'meén trying to control "themselves, men disg’usted i 41
I w1th dlsupatlon I3 men whose courage has departed e
A LLa L He may confess or. contain h:.s trouble. . he 1s t "_ LR
fas ST s inotuat:any time -admonished, . hesought bewa.ldered D A
co i at all with/quéestions: concerning" his. ‘state ‘and ST e
I prospects.. Simple labox. ig given him, accordlng to IO L
L th s the measure of his- strength, “whereby he may rest BT PR TR
S N :ln self—respect and rega:.n mastery of h:.n'lself..4 AL AR

RN TR T LT

Iﬂuncan s famJ.l:Lar:Lty w;Lth the colony suggests f.Lrst

-~ -

€ hand exper;.ence, wh:.dh, conslderlng the locatlon and his’ T ,_-, 1 }"i

cond:.txon, .'l.S most 11ke1y. '. He seems qulte fam111ar w1th _"- ..."-;'_

'/ e ' the phy5_1ca,1 1ayout of the colony- ' : DR A' o o “":'

e . . -

I - ’ ¥ .
b I : P . ’

P RO The ‘farm is- of f:.fty rolllng ‘dcres; . green and

’ R A sweet-smelllng ‘after raih,: lying beside . a main-- .0 .

; . CoL " travelled road; the ‘house -~ a spacious, pillared old ’ ’ , A 8

..« + .+ mansion; set in a shady grove, back from.the thorough— BN RSSO
o Fare peeps- tovards ‘the-city, over- all ‘the ‘fields: - T |
L . 7. .7 between, and is. not feacheq by the Gust. and no:.é% of". PR

\ YL ’ ‘. a world passing by : _ '.1_,
e - o . - .7 oo e : o IR
P -'a" . 40 PP
Syn T Cs Norman Duncan, an unt:.tled, unpubl:.shed artJ.cle
Sl SRR concern:.ng "Phe Self-Masters'- Golony ",‘1n the Susan Duncan "
N T collectlon, Ne? York CJ.ty, p. 1. T et I . o
. ' ; ‘.' . S0 H . 421bldo r P-. 2- ,"’ ' :;‘: - . P ! s i ' . " ,. S \' ) ’ '-‘.'-."; ~'f‘
v . . P 43Ibld. ; p. 9. S o 4 L " L ".’. e i
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b In hls referen&es to- ?lcohollsm as a dlsease rather

than an, over-lndulgence, Duncan ant1c1pates some of the

é

'{ attltudes and theraples of more recent organlzatlons. 10he-'

_ other unpubllshed story lS entltled the Forglveness of‘%zn,

but 1t has beeh mlsplaced among- the Susan Duncan‘collectlon

'Q"Q:of manuscrlpts in New York, and therefore cannot he 1nc1udedhfs

- [ N

1n thls study. These were the flnal wrltlngs of Norman

- vA

- . NG
L Duncan as hlS brlef but furlous 11fe sped to a close. Two
3 .
. ‘ .y . - N
) e flnal 1nc1dents durlng those last years remaln to be dls-.
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~'llfe occurred in the f1na1 few years.- The lady was a- Mrs.

R S : - R
T e e e S T g erm o
- .. 'A .! ' ." L ' : , _1.;“' .
' ) -‘ “ " ‘..‘ ‘A' .d‘l -. ‘I
.“‘ . -' . -‘ . . :(_‘. ' K : .
“ o 4‘ g . B -; . i
- FREDONIA, N.Y. =~ . 0 A
. . ' “ . ) .o . v__ o . . T ) ) R l:‘ N
ool M The nearest approxlmatlon to a'romance 1n/6uncan s
' ' ’
. . .

'fJ N. Burns, a wealthy dlvorcee -who' 11ved on’ a sumptuous

A-educatlon.
"school in Pottstown, Pa. [f.& L "/‘

f'gbusy travelllng,

g ,\

]estate in Callfornla names "Mmﬁec1eto. Mrs. Burns was the L

' Mr 'E. H. Cary, §s then re51dent in -
Dal as,~Texas;'“The‘iertlflcate of guardlanshlp was si@ned

7

7

.A_beEWeen Duncan and Mrs. Burns on December 31, 13;5 for

"ykthe stated purpose of "the furtherance of hls/[Arthur s]

"l Arthur was 15 years old at the tlme, and

1 !

'1Duncan arranged f6r hls h1gh school educatlon at "The Hlll"

e
)

Lo

2 and Duncan 5 drlnklng may also.have had

some 1nfluence 1n quenchlng the1r relatlonshlp. Mrs; Burns-“ )
‘:fv151ted the Duncans 1n elther Wllloughby or Fredonla at

”,least once,,and brought glfts for the famlly 1nclud1ng a o

very expens1ve doll for Susan whlch was an. exact replica of

s . L Official guard}anshlp papers for Arthur Cary, Susan
:Duncan collectlon, New ‘

“York Clty. o -

Susan Duncan, personal 1nterv1ew held 1n New York

'Clty, November, 1976. i

. ’-_ R . ‘ )
: 104 S )
. N .
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S
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A [ -

’ one of ﬁhncan 'S legal wards. The e

"Mrs. Burns "wanted to marry rman, but he was tbd-c,,“

=t ety e B
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e . &. ' |
, ..'a human bahy;3 She also set up a trust fund to f1nance 't“~': K ]
) the unlver81ty educatlon of Bobble Duncan, Ern3st's son.4 ?'
Thls may have‘been because Duncan nould accept no money f
. for his serv1ces w1th Arthur Gary Photos of the Burns :}:f c; .‘%
;%j: estate,‘“Montecreto," showed sw1mm1ng pools and marble ‘ ji:
o ‘statues elegansly set in formal gardens.s‘é }é“
The dlhry of Ernest s w1fe, Harrlottw‘shows that . _?.
- .‘uDuncan spentvmuch t1me in Callfornla durlng the last two E |
years of hlS llfe., Harrlott S. entry for July 18, ‘1915 states
‘»"Uncle Norman‘went to Callfornla S and 1ater adds ‘ ! }
_“returned September 5."6( The guardlanshlp papers show tnat ,?
M. - Norman was probabl; in Callfornla for Chrlstmas,,or at /: é
) o .ieast on. December 5 1915.7} The exact nature of the rela— g
"tlonshlp between Duncan and Mrs vvvvvv J.N. Burns cannot be é
',ascertalned from theseilncomplete pleces of 1nformatlon,: §
'but her 1ntentlons to clalm\Duncan s afrecticns appear to.A. :
i*havezbeenzco: 0 knowledge in the.Duncan famlly.8 Duncan.f ;
T was, even 1AJ19 S,Ia very attractlve man W1th an arrestlng ' ‘
! b
@ . . 6Dlary of Harrlott Duncan, Susan Duncan collectlon,“
"»,New York Clty,‘July 18,.1915. . » N
g‘ o 7Guardlanshlp papers for Arthur Cary.._'yi:?::' . :,_' Q
' (ﬁ : :I?Susan Duncan, personal 1nterv1ew. IR "‘3? . | ;/’f;T"
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,charm and w1t.. He was very popular, espec1af1y Wlth 1ad1es, : ;:- -

ol e oy '“ ; usan Duncan remarked- "The women were crazy about
. . 0 s

i3 e B

However, gggcan dld not marry Mrs Burns or any-
one . durlng hlS llfe. S S .“,

C e

IR R In March, 1916" Ernestsmovbd hlS famlly from wllloughby'

:Oth, to Fredonla, New Yoxk ’ Fredonla was a unlver51ty town‘

"and very sultable to- Norman s temperament There Were'many ‘Qf,f S

Yo . .

‘,iunlver51ty people as’ Well as artlsts and writers llVlné ln R )
‘; : o .Fredonla at‘the tlme.19 Next door to the Duncans llved the
31ster of Mark Twaln.ll. Jean Webster, whose “Daddy Long

e Legs became a mov1e and a Broadway play, llved nearby

A s .-' . . x .',
R T 3Jean Webster was one of Harrlott Duncan s best ﬁrlends.lzu
,Grace Rlchard;, a then famous actress, was also a frlend :

13

P 2 of Duncan's. " Duncan was a frlend of fellow . New York = .ffl-:i'ﬁ

Aﬂ, S L‘ ’ wrlters such as Carl and Mark Van Doren and Henry Van Dyke.,-

" Among<hls‘last'ef£ects were-au—
qtheir'wbrks,“as-weli‘aspthe work,
rfell, and. others.14 ThlS 1ast summer, 1916, appears to{

-have been an enjoyable one for Duncan. éHls reputatlon was -
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at<1ts peak, as he had 17 books and numerous perlodlcal

w“ .
He was: 11v1ng in an env1ron»'

ment of fellow artlsts and surrounded by a’ lov1ng famlly.r

-

. Publlcatlon was underway for hlS next book Bllly Topsall

#On October'18 1916, Harriott Duncan-ﬁfote'the'fol-
low1ng entry in her dlary-

Uncle Normgn went to Country Cluh with-* Mr. Gray
[Marcellus Grayl and Mr. MacManus in Mr.«MacManus s
new auto: to.play golf. He was taken 111 and. dled -
about three, suddenly.%‘5 : ’

,"
.

Wllllam Lyon Macken21e'K1ng wrote the follow1ng.

three letters to Ernest Duncan whlch discuss the flnal c1r-

.Y

CQPY OF LETTER OF Mackenzie King's from' Ottawa, canada -
to D¥. Ernest Duncan (brotheér of Norman Duncan).. (It is
on black edged 'stationery.’ Has envelope of same).
sy “THE ROXBOROUGH

Ottawa :

’ . .
0 L4

T TR oétober,z3,~L916:

My dear Dr. Duncan°

e I cannot express the grlef it has’ been to me

_to read of the suddén death of my old and very. dear
friend, Norman. You may, know that many years ago
We shared .lodgings together on Fremantle St., in .
. Toronto, and we have been the- closést of . friends
., ever 51nce. When I saw him last in New York, he made
.a promlse to come and spend a few days wi.th me here. -
Do give me partlculars of -his - d01ngs of late. "It~
‘was’ the spring of the year when I saw him last:"
"I cannot express too 31ncerely my sympathy Wlth\"
: you, and w1th those who were most dear to hlm, and ..

P

t:w}' E
A & .
" - 1 *
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“‘.lspiaryjof He

i6tt Duncan, October iﬂﬂ 1916.
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'-hlm intimately and have. follow d-his writings can . . e

» broad, his soul S0 sincere and hlS love of hls,

o My own father's death w1th1n the past two months, S
" makes me not less sensitive to your -loss but gives. - S

- be yours, a grlef it which I deeply share. - T
"~ Yours Very 51ncere1y, o S T~

"5:_‘brother of Noxman DunC%n. There is no envelope.

° R . ‘
. .x:u‘

b T L AN Sl il b e Ll e Yl et oo

108 0 v
. ‘ 1 P A o . - .. . . ’
. to’ whom he. meant 30 much.. Only those who have known

appre01ate what  a loss. his death means not, only to
‘his friends but to humanlty. His sympathies.were 'so

»

,fellows so true!
' “Where has’he been. burled? I hope in our’ country

“in which his name has ‘brought so much deserved lustre.’
.-I have nothlng but “the press - despatch ~"a wéry brief L
one, mentioning his death on the golf llnks, and of el
© hdis being with you - to duide me hence thlS note and . S
» its. confused expressions.

a profounder understandlng of the grief which must -

Macken21e Klng16 _'f j.“?

SRR ) AN ..\ oﬁ,

v
.

R

. COPY -OF LETTER OF MacKenzie King's.on statlonery ‘of Haddon -
Hall, . Atlantlc City, N.J. - fo Dr. Ernest Duncan, - - . -

‘ "(CREST)
L . Haddon Hall ‘ ,
Atlantlc Clty, N. 3. )

. o fﬁ, o Nov._13716
Dear : Drf.Duncan- R ‘
v - I was in the hospital at Baltlmore (John Hopklns)
o underg01ng a slight, operatlon for an. 1nfected antrum’
)when your kind letter-and its- enclosed cutting was
received.: Otherw1se, I should havé written to. thank .
. youn. at once. - I am now on my way back:to. Ottawa,
"“having ‘stopped over here, ‘to. get the’ benefit of a. B
day by the sea “after’ the fortnight in “the hospltal

before gettlng back ‘into. New York.

\'ﬁgevx | 11';: {Ij' -

A e e e e o b 1t

‘ Letter,‘Wllllam Lyon Macken21e Klng to Ernest
Duncan, October 23 1916, collectlon of Susan Duncan, New

’York Clty.'
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' ~memorial to him, at the University of Toronto: at- "'
-’Brantford or somé place élse. Just now-whilé the

' very 51ncere1y,

..\1 . .

.
-

-
'/ . W

I cannot get over the sense of loss 1n Nbrman s
death, which must be very very great to. you, belng

,v

" as 'you- say, the only one now left of the famlly.

Fortunately you. have wife and family of your own..
How glad:for your sake, I am of that.. It has com-: . -

. forted me somewhat ' to know that’ Norman has been :
.brought back to his’ own country, though this country

was good- to him, -as it has” been' to you and me, and

many another Ccanadian... I must see if in some way we -

cannot get some national - recognltlon to hls work'.in
Canada. I shonld like to see some approprlate '

-

‘war 'is,on it is difficult to get any. movement of thlS

¢ ‘kind under—way, but it may be ‘managed when our class.
i~has- 'a reunion or in some other ‘way. His own: works;-]

"will llve, but the nation must care for .its own. .

’ .

r

Your mention. of ‘Norman's affection for me is Co

" also a consolation. -I"'certainly was. deeply fond

of: h1m ‘and we were. much to each other, X
Agaln w1th very 51ncere sympathy I am, yours

N \".A ug.fix -+ . -Mackenzie King;l7
e ES I B B T E 2
- .‘ . ° . o ../
CW.L. Macken21e Klng -
' The Roxborough
© ‘ottava - S
CEE T ': . November. 27, .1916.

o

My dear Dr. Duncan. . : e ‘
T 1’ have’ been again absent from Ottawa, or I

'.should ‘have written -ere, this to thank you for your -

much prized letter of. the: 15th 1nstant,,and also - for
the’ photograph of Norman and-the létter accompanylng
it, which I received oh my return yesterday.

I more than thahk you. -‘your kindness in

. sending. me, so recent a photograph It is, I doubt -

| not, ‘a splendid one, but it makes.Norman appear to

me much older than he .did the last time I saw him,

.. which was: in the early part of this, year.' ‘That, .
“however; I.find is the way with' .photographs.” If

we want to.discover. how old we are, .it" does not do'

" -to'go by the‘appearance of a face as. anlmated in’

conversatlon, 1t requlres the kind of’ exact

17

Letomn Wllllam Lyon Macken21e Klng to Ernest Duncan,,'

November 13, 1916 Susan Duncan collectlon, New York Clty
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dellneat;on ‘which 4 - portralt affords. How fortunate':“'f

you are to have had so recent a plcture, and one

)

A ... so entirely to your. liking. = .
- I had not known of the. remarkable c01n01dence

of Norman's death‘being at the same age as that .of S

your brother Robert . The '‘circumstance to: ‘my’ mind JN:}"

~is singularly signlflcant. Norman was -so pa551onately
. -fond of Robert that I do t not he mdy have beeh much -
. .77+ . in Norman's thoughts on ‘the ‘day of his death, and that
' this little extra dust thrown 1nto the balances of
. llfe accounted  for his paSSLng away on that day. :
T "I have already spoken to one or two about a o

emorial, but I can see that it will be best to
(gaii\untll we have' a ¢lass. re-union to. effect what

I haye.in view.

Poss1bly the tldss to which Robert

: . .belonged would considér. jOlnlng with our year in’

.- " .the erection of a tablet in the University which
o would unite thelr names. in the one memorial and be
expressive of ‘the’ service. to humanlty, science: ‘and”

Jdetters ‘which- they have rendered. ' Such a tribute

.should be ' a real inspiration to undergraduates of

L . "f ‘the. University.

. " I. shall continue to take up the .
“rsubject ‘with different - friends. as opportunlty presents.'

Meanwhrle, if you -come’ across any reviews of the.life
c ;,/ and work of either of your brothers), :which you feel
e .Y . are in.any’ way adequately apprec1at1ve, I hope you will
‘ let me know of them, .that'I may have at hand material

NI whlch will be useful in furthering thlS ObJect. . {q: '

. : With kindest regards and with . renewed thanks for‘”
'3‘ o the photograph and your letter, Believe me, -

. Dz. E. H. Duncan,
. Fredonla, ‘N. Y

Cew .
. ) ' ' e v .
o L Klng 5 plan to erect a monument to Duncan in Canada
e . fwas never completed, and today there is no monument to

Yours very 51ncerely,

.w;L. Mackenz1e Klng,;p‘

Duncan s memory anywhere. In the 1920'5, ayvast~amount of

C Letter, Wllllam Lyon’ Mackenz1e Klng to Ernest Duncan,
Ao e ﬁ-'November 27, 1916, Susan Duncan collectlon, New York Clty.
’, U / .
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- of Toronto.‘ Both collectlons have been mlsplaced and a
search is cuiiently underway to flnd them. An extensrve - {&t»*
m_collectlon of Duncan s papers aé well as three unpubllshed o - e

- storles are’ 10cated 1n ‘the’ Susan Duncan collectlon 1n New .

1Y

v N . . - i :\
Duncan s papers, storres, letters, and4m15cellaneagg#

ma r1a1 wenasent to the Natlonal Archlves 1n Ottawa and

' er materlals were sent by Ernest Duncan to the‘Unlder51ty
19 -

York Clty, another valuable colle:tlon is. preserved by o
: . L
Mr Norman Duncan Manuel 1n Innlsfall, Alberta, No exten-
‘51ve blography has been wrltten on Duncan before thlS
lpresent paper. ,Perhaps the best brlef blography 1s the Ce
5:one prepared 1n 1918 by Slr Wllfred T. Grenfell. Ce 5
L . f »
A e S
. .: ’r ~
3 . |
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L
l.‘ . |
-7”Susan Duncan, personal interview. -. o N
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A .. 7 . " . I, PRIMARY SOURCES
‘A, . ‘Books by Duﬁcenfj3 T S o
L . T A ST o 1A‘
‘Duncan, Norman. ' The Soul of the Street. New York:
o Mcclure, PhllIlpS and COmpany,‘1900.., e
',fﬂl.tf‘, o K * The way of the Sea.: New ¥ork.'?McClure,iEhiilibst
o . ,_.and Company, 1903 R e
; Sl 1;- . Doctor Luke of the Labrador.h"New“XOfk:‘fFlemihg~; -
o : - T H. Revell, 1904 i DR, S :
: ‘:‘ / i . . } for Ve R X . . . . ’-t . ‘ 117’ 3
e.:’/ N - - Doctor Grenfell's Parlsh. ' New York: 'Fleming H.

Revel% '1905. . . o S SO g<.i

o 1‘<" ' o . The Mother.WJNew-Yerk- Flemlng H Revell 1905a",

L v .7 ! ) '\'m .. . . - .
/'.J - ' .. "The Adventures of Bllly Topsall New Yoxk:,, L R
/ ' 7_Flem1ng H.- Revell 1906 . e e R

At e < vt s
L - N

P : . The Cruise’ of the Shlnlng nght. New York: IR AN .
5. - -Flemlng H Revell, 1907. , e IR
i "; Every Man Epr Hlmself. ,New‘Ydrk:'~Eleming H. . . .V‘ ;‘l
E ) ) Revell, 1908.. L L. _ > Ce %
é « . Going Down. From JeruSalem. 'New York: Harper - - . i
; ]

~ 'and Br@thers, 1909. L oy ST ~ ‘ A @“‘

. The - Sultable Chlld New York: Harpeﬁfand S . cood
Brothers, 1909, Y T

L

. Higgins: A Man's Chrlstlan. " New York: Harper RS
~and Brothers,| 1909, : : S

: R . Billy" Topsall and Companz New Yorkél'Fleminth;' L
‘ B Revell, 1910. ' . T L C R

. ' , SR |
o . The Measure Gf & Man. New York: Fleming H. |-
’ Revell, 1911. iR "~y:v . 1j S : A

. I S o The Best of a Bad Job ~Neﬁ Yo;ké fflemipg H;'lf.: ce
RETRPEIEA . 'ARevell, 1912 R T T
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a Finding His Soul.

Brothers, 1913.

‘New York:

o

- .Harper and
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jpart of my continuing’ scholarly work:on Duncan.
'lnqulrles hayve - revealed .that he publlshed 59 articles in
" Harper's between 1903 and 19155 20 articles in Youth's

‘Red Book between 1905 and 1916

SN ‘ T R Lo
. e The Blrd-Store Man. ' New York: .Fleming H. Revell,. .
1914 . e oo T
i . ngustrallan By-Ways. Inew:York;'iﬂafpeixand S ] -
'Brothers", 1915. ‘ : . SRR '
. ‘Bllly Topsall, M D New.Yofka; Fleming.HIjRevelik '
1916.3»-,, T S
.. Battles Royal Down Northko New’Xbrk: ‘Fleming H. . .
‘Revell, 1918. . y I P
- o ' STt
L Harbor Talés Down North.» New York:.  Fleming H. =
Revell, 1918. K ' . . L) "4 B . . '. . ; v,
'.NOTEQZ The,problem of collectlng Duncan s perlodlcal artlcles
“and ‘his newspaper’, writings has: proved 1mmense‘and witlzbe 0. o

6 artlcles in McClure's

. Companion .between 1902 and 1910
between: IQOO and 1903; 7- artlcles in Atlantic. between 1300.
‘and 1912; 5'.articles in OQuting between 1901 and 1908; " an

article in World's Work .in 1903; 4 artlcles in. Century

" between 1907 and 1913; 3 articles. in.Ladies' Home Journal . ¢ -
~in-.1916; 4. articles.in' the Delineator _between 1916 and 1917;

an .article. in Cosmopolitan :In 1906; an .article in- ‘Pictorial .

A?Rev1ew in’ 1917, 4 articles in Canadian’ Magazlne in 1905;

3 articles in Qutlook ‘between 1904 and 191l; 2. artlcles in
and 5 artlcles 1n Saturdax

Evenlng Post in 1916 ;,.
: — ' Lt

Duncan s exten51ve newspaper wrltlngs 1nclude.V

~articles for the Stratford (Ontarlo) Beacon and the Wlndsor'

:"(Ontarlo) Daily Record . between 1889 and 190 1901; the Unlver51ty

C
°
)
“
"
t '
- r .“
J
-~
Vo
.
L\
' .
'
-
P
[
«~
\

C ot

Lt A

- . I

« 3 - . ., .
o e o o e 1 e S A b S S SO oL ¥
B . Pl - i

of Toronto's.Varsity magazine between- 1891 and 18953 the .
-Auburn. (New York) Bulletin between 1895 and 1897; and the u

(New’ York) Saturday Evening Post between 1897 and .1901. I

. .- have no doubt that Duncan wrote in. other maga21nes and -
.newspapers.‘

Many, ‘but by mo means all, of Duncan's pericd- -,
icals and’ articles Wwere. included in his printed ‘books.. I

" hope - over the next two or three years to’ complle a completeﬁf" Lo
list of Duncan s fugltlve publlcatlons. ‘ . . 3 T
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N Manuel,;NOrman.’

.'-'Duncan, Jalnes.

S LT " . -l.’ _— L
. Bl Unpublished*Manusjripts;»'f

. _ ' L' : . X C C§ : :

Duncan Norman

"The For lveness of Sln."' Unpubllshed
o story.

Susan Duncan collectlon, New York Clty

f. “The Mastery." Unpubllshed story
coIIectlon, New York\clty. v

N

)

i ""The Mother%“ Unpubllshed stage play adapted
Erom novel of samevname.-

York Clty.‘ T A“
-.'_( . 3 :‘
S “The Self-Master s cOlony.F‘

on an alcoholism. rehabulltatlon colony

collectlon, New York Clty.\

Susan Duncan

. . o . . P :
. . a Y . ‘ -
L
'I - '. N ‘l‘,

"[.-C,f Letters and Personal Inscrlptlons ,
) : : lr» . : ) . ° et ‘,r"‘ PR '
P a .

'Susan Duncan collectﬁgn. New York Clty, Letter flle..;;

'Norman Duncan Manuel collectlon.' Innlsfall Alberta,
Famlly lerary. C .

.
5

’ Thomas Moore oollectlon, Avondale, Newfoundland, Letter S

g f11e. SN o . :

- g . a ER

o . _./ . L

AR ;D." Personal Interviews L ;;;_-iju
Lo G uj S i*"e};

EDuncan, Susan. New Yon/}C1ty, November, 1976.

'Manuel, J051ah Innlsfall, Alberta, November, 1976

Innlsfall Alberta, November, 1976.

Ruddy,,N;K. Brantford, Ontarlo, November, 1976

Slemin,'NarJor}ew, Brantford, Ontarlo, November, 1976.
L8 ‘
B R ~ +E.. Diaries .- e L
B i. . . .‘ ' :'. “-. . . -"',’,," .. o -‘ - s ..-. . .

Duncan, Harniott,

Susan Dunean,eollection,:NeyVYork'City,

’.'\,‘ . RS . x o ¢

%

Susan buncan:. collectlon, New.

Susan Duncan

[

Unpubllshed artlcle ."

. Susan Duncan’ collection, New York City.
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Toronto Globe.

."

=S

Miécellaneousl.‘

OfflClal Guardlanshlp papers of Arthur Cary.'

collectlon, New York- Clty.l;
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Neﬁspapér;Articlesl"

N
AN
<, . '." S,

'ﬁorman Duncan Manuel collectlon, Innxs—

. ,.\_ e 4" Q. .~
[ | .
R
Klng, w L Macken21e. Robarts Memorla&:lerary, Unrver51ty
of Toronto, Toronto. . . N .

L Manuel Jabez.

g " fall,‘Alberta.
s ’ \." f. B N ‘“H. f

, 2

Susan Duncan

News 1tem.f March 26, Apr11=12, May l,h189§

i

j~u ar s;tx Un1vers1ty of Tofbﬁto, January 16, 1895. RS ;ff
5 h 3 ',G;v*Ency?L°B§§13§;,3 A
nl _!'. . -. \l ~' . } ',' - \‘- - : .:’:.‘: .-,»~ s .‘; S
. . "Sarah Jea ette Duncan. *Encyclopedia5Canadfanna,‘1975;1';;
’ "Theodore Roosevelt."L Encyclopedla Amerlcana, 1975,~ .g'
. S, VOl. . XXIII . ."-“ N . . i _-’ N
- :.‘s'~ Lo A L
. DR f.f II. .SECONDARY SOURCES - . .. .. -
. " ‘ . g* N ) . o R . ' ) L Y ‘,“' :
R E A, Books |t il
'Grahame, Gordon. Short Days Ago.f“Tordnt . Madhi;lan- i}
) Company of’ Canada Ltd., 1972. “<{~ St N
o Grenfell, Nllfred "Norman Duncan.' .Battiés'RdbalfDown ;
s * Noxth, by Norman Duncan. New ¥°¥k=f Fleminngu.Revell,;i
I918. : ;‘ ' o 6"‘. W"Q s f:
Hamor, W»A.\ Inpressrons of Robert Rennedy Duncan, Pltts-“
- huréh, Pa.: The Mellon Instltute, Unlverslty of Pltts-
; burgh, 1927 S . - .

o
—a

’ N
s
.-
-,
A 10
h .
i
7
o
.
3.
-
. e '
S
PRS-
T
‘ P
/ N
e 5.
. o-
]
:
a
o -




-
B
4
'
N
e
a
'
Y
y
.

. \ . " -

e At AR e e oyt s

,.'. . ‘ N t « ' T
) J_hf* Sylvestre, G Conran, B., and Kllnmk C Canadlan erters.'

*ﬁ“_: Morgan— H. G Canadlan Men and Wbmen of the Time. Torontdi“

A . Nation.,

: ';”Newfro;k-&iméé.- vol. X:182, May 25,0 1905, B G?O,MSf’O\fhf¥ljﬁf

Logan, J D., and French, D.G.:: nghways bf Canadlan f g~"' - 3?,
',5 therature. Toronto. McClelland and -Stewart,, 1924.,‘ ‘

COW Brlggs, 1912 DR T ALY

S . R, F- T o T e

LI T L L T T s i e b D G Lt Lo ,
- -, i < " \, - :“‘ ,'.-" 2 sk C .
P R A, -"', ' U -~'“:v IR g. SRS SR
- Kllan, ‘Carl. The Literary HlStOIY of Canada.ﬁ Toronto: .-~ . . .-{)

coe Un1versrty of Toronto Press,,1967.~_ﬂ_, - »,1 oW R : i
5

. -Pacey. Desmond Canadlan Short Storles. 'Haliqu:~33ye;§§ﬁl ST
o PreSs, 1947& D - P . Lot
e Creatlve ertlng in. Canada."Torontbz*'Ryéfsgn“f

‘ Press, 1952 R AL -

x.! ‘4

LT T e A VR R i LR

Rhodenlzer, Vernon Blalr.; A Handbook of Canadlan therature. ‘“;;}.f;

Ottawa. Graphlc Publlshers Ltd., 1930

Stevenson, Llonel. An Appralsalwof Canadlan therature..,
Toronto-' Macmlllan Company of\Canada Ltd., 1926 .- 3 o

Story, Norah.' Oxford Companlon to Canadlan Hlstory and C
therature.‘ Toronto. Oxford Uhlver81ty Press, 1967.-

Aream ot

Toron;o., Ryerson Press, 1964
B \

R
S il
SR .

. T
. t 4 . PR . . \ -
M ' . . . . -, - . . Lt . .
-, N Lo o LT e .

R : - P - - .

Vﬁf:"Book}Reviews‘Cited'in'Thesis;"

-

Althenaeum Vol I 591, May 13, 1905, p. 450.,,3;»

The Bookman.: Vol XII, p. 534 aﬂt,g'::il ‘”"':‘n:ﬁ

p"Independent7 Vol.rLVIII 210, January 26 1905, p. 280.

S

.#lﬁation.w‘ﬁol..XXII Aprll 4 1907, p.’ 380.

i;*Lxxx 97, February 2, 1905 p..540;~
. v, _

T .
< . L. e

-
]
Natlonf

* Nem York Tlmes. October 24 1903, p{ 751;

”fRéaéér.' Vol. Vi 789 May, 1905, P 210. B _k;/.”“'

Readef:

0,&———.._

..
.. \\‘

3
Ef et
e SIS

The

Y R EERTR I TV e

ety e ATV Lt Tl

g N

VOl. XLLLIII 484, December 6 ‘1906', ‘P. 14_.0,.:' A X

fVol VI 117, June, 1905,.p; 46.. ”;;_:,‘?f;ﬂ&‘”:e R



Brantford Exposreor.. New 1tem, 0ctober 19 1916.....

. «t .
. .
QR K ¢ . s

Hathaway, E J. “Who s- Who in Canadlan L:Lterature.u' -'i'_he 3

Canachan Bookman, VIII June, 1926, PP- 171-174..‘._ §

Mitchell Advocate Narrat:Lve essay, Angust 8, 1974 3 =

‘.v.
Lt " ca

N:Lven, Freder:.ck "'I.'o Remember Norman Duncan. Saturdax

“ . A

= Night, Juné 20, 1942,.p.;z9. - WP 2
To;onto Globe. ) News 1tem, February 11, Apz.:l,l' 29 g 1322.'

.Teronto Sil_a;:".‘. News it':lem,. Apr:.l 28,..1922. B
'}.'eronto Telegr New\s :Ltem," Apxl'11'21,. “28 29, 1922 :

PR

M
s

- [l
P A N
' (]

R













5

e A R
s




