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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

In recent years some educators and some members of
the general public seem genuinely concerned over an apparent
decline in the general language competency of high school
students and particularly anxious about the decreasing
ability of students to write well. The concern over declining
standards, whether the decline is real or imaginary, in
conjunction with the "back to basics" movement which it has
generated, has forced many teachers of composition to reassess
the role of writing and to re-affirm its value. Unless the
teacher is convinced of the necessity and importance of
writing and can communicate this conviction to students, then
he has scant hope of developing good writers from students
who, living in an era dominated by electronic media, see
little or no utilitarian value in writing.

So then, why do teachers teach writing, and why do
students write? Is there a coherent, satisfactory answer to
this question? Some educators think not; for example, Nancy
Sommers (1978) somewhat stridently asserts that the teaching
of composition remains a technology without, and not even in
search of a science, that we have exalted methodology to the
detriment of theory. Therefore, because this present study
is an attempt to evaluate a specific teaching methodology,
it would appear relevant at this juncture to provide a

rationale for the teaching and learning of writing.























































































































































































































































































Mechanics

l. Are paragraphs properly indented?

2. Are gquotation marks used right?

3. Are words spelled correctly?

4. Is the essay neat?

5. Have capital letters and punctuation

used properly?

marks been
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APPENDIX C

Sample Evaluation Guidelines
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COMPOSITIONS

GUIDELINES FOR WRITING AND EVALUATION

Quality and Development of Ideas

1. Has the topic been sufficiently limited?

2. Is the writer's purpose cglear? Is it a worthwhile
purpose?

3. Is the writer original in his ideas or has he

organized and interpreted old ideas in a novel,
interesting way?

4. Is the material appropriate to the topic? Does
it emphasize the main ideas?

5. Does the author develop each main idea adequately?

6. Does he try to cram too many ideas into an essay
of limited length?

7. Is material included simply to fill up space?

8. Is the author guilty of plagiarism?

Organization

1. Unity - (a) Does every sentence in a paragraph
specifically contribute to the
development of the paragraph's
topic?

(b) Is each paragraph in a composition

directly related to the main topic?

2. Coherence -

(a) Are the paragraphs in a composition
arranged in an effective order,
according to the author's purpose?

(b) Are connectives or other means used
to clearly indicate the relationship
between paragraphs?

(c) Are the sentences in each paragraph
arranged in the most effective order?
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(d) Are the ideas so linked that the
reader can follow smoothly the
expression of the main thought?

(e) What major methods of development
are used in individual paragraphs
and within the composition itself?

(a) purposeful repetition

(b) +time or place order

(c) specific to the general

(d) climatic arrangement

(e) examples and illustrations

(f) comparison and contrast

(g) dialogue

(h) dguestion and answer

(i) hypothetical situations
3. Emphasis: some means of achieving emphasis

(a) forceful introduction

(b) effective conclusion

(c) purposeful repetition

(d) authoritative opinion

(e) authentic facts

(f) examples and illustrations

(g) comparison and contrast

(h) climatic arrangement

C. Effective Expression

1. Sentence structure:

(a) Are all statement sentences grammatically
complete and separate?

(b) Are modifiers placed so that the reader cannot
mistake the meaning?

(c) Are subordinate thoughts made subordinate and
important thoughts emphasized?

(d) Are sentences varied in length and structure?
(e) Are sentences concise?

(f) Are the sentences as forceful as possible?
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2. Diction:

(a)

(b)

(c)
(a)

(e)

(£)

(g)

Does the writer use a wide range of vocabulary?
Does he repeat words unnecessarily?

Are words used which are direct, concrete and
unpretentious?

Are verbs used effectively?

Are figures of speech original and appropriate?
Does the author use devices of effective
writing such as humor, satire, irony, parody,
personification, parallelism and balance, and

purposeful repetition.

Is the kind of language used appropriate to
the topic and the audience?

Does the author avoid overworked words,
cliches, euphemisms and jargon?

3. Mechanics: check the following

(a)
(b)

(c)

(a)
(e)
(£)

paragraph identation
internal and end punctuation

spelling, including capitalization and
possessives

consistency of tenses and numbers

correct reference and case of pronouns

manuscript form - layout-title, date name,
teacher, margins legibility,

and neatness, correct
reporting of references.
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EXPOSITORY WRITING: SELF-EVALUATION CHECKLIST FOR STUDENTS

Name

Assignment

Content -- 50%

Ideas: clear, pertinent, specific
perceptive, focused ....ccccvienan.

Organization: thesis stated,
supporting development, logical
sequence, builds to a conclusion,
OONVINCING cieeeenecacesanccaseasans

Paragraphing: structure appro-
priate to the ideas, precise topic
sentences, paragraph structures
varied throughout essay ...ccceee.

Techniques for emphasis and/or
persuasion: effective use of
camparison, contrast, illustration,
analogy, quotation, with the device
selected to enhance the thought it
CONVEYS «cecenaccsoncasncaccccaansns

Unity and coherence: stays on
topic, orderly development,
appropriate connectives ....c....

Style and literacy —- 50%

Maturity, ease, and flow: sense
of appropriateness in relation
between thought and expression...

Diction: accurate, specific,
vivid, fresh, symbolic,
maffected ...ttt ecnnas

Sentence structure: suits idea
expressed, emphatic; varied use

of loose, periodic, balanced,
long, short; assertive, inter-
rogative, exclamatory, imperative;

parallelism, contrast, juxtaposition;

avoidance of awkward, disjointed,
fragmented, run-on sentences ....

10

10

10

10

10

10

Date

Mark

2 superficial

2  disorganized

2  poorly-developed

2 boring

off-topic and
2 illogical

2 Jjuvenile

hackneyed, vague
2 inaccurate

oonfused, lacking
2 1in emphasis
























