














~~~:l~view o incorporating folklore 1n the regular school curriculum. o
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The aim of this study was to assess the role “of educatiOnal Lo
.:Lnstitﬁutions and their representatlves :|.n one area of ch:xldren‘ : j\ R ‘

R folklore in Newfoundland in the llght of - contemporary schol‘arsh:.p R -_'

. in the general field of folklore and. educat.lon. , L 'A ,/ e o :
An exam:l.nation of literature ~reveals that in recent years i ’ >
_ /.
: "'folklorists and educators allke have focused more attentlon, and
.. ‘ . l Y

"more :Lntently, on the top:.c oi‘ 'folklore and education' ’ Wl'bh/ R

-~
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Though anumber of Journals have devoted ent:l.re :Lssues to the - | : ,"- o i
subject of folklore and educatlon, and others have from tlme to § S II . ;
' .‘time published articles oi‘i‘ering specific suggest:.ons for util:l.z:.ng ) .
'-v'folklore in. the classroom (usually as.a minor. portion of a high ' T -
school soc:.al studles or, English course or an integrated part’ of an S '- o
.'elementary school language arl:s program), the material has lgrgely S A ¢ ;
",_remalned spOI‘adlC and unorganized. Ci Ea :.v o g" T

When folklorists have considered the school setting as part of . I

their research area, they have generally restricted themselves to v S .
_an lnvestigat:l..on of children s: act1v1t1es on the playgrou.nd. . ' .
. Attention to children g calendar customq has been ‘even more lim:Lted
. w.Lth general works on calendar cus‘tomc often 1nc1dentally :|.nclud:Lng ¢ T ;
- - / ) v . - .
purely descrlptive accounts of childrqn's calendr:l.c act:.v:Lties, - ‘
o interm:l.ngled w1th descriptions of adult behanors.j o ) o
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e '-, c:one:.derable promlnence 1n folklor:.stic debat.e throughout the past, few
,‘. (
years.

tlons of- folklore materials :tn‘ the school.1~ However, few stud:.es have

' S - 1nvest:l.gat/ed the ongo:.ng presence of folklore 1n ex:.sting r:zchool
- s:.tuatlons or dlscussed the relatlonshlps that ex:Lst bet.ween educatlonal
e 1nsb:.t.11t10ns and the :|.ndlgenous folklore tradltlons of .the conumuu.;bles .

Lwo

oo o : In 1977 I came to -th.} conmmity of Musgrave Harbour, a- small

e T flshlng settlement 1n the sect.lon of. Newfoundland' s norbheast coast

R ::.: which they serVE-, S T t"\-':‘ o P

lcnown as’ the Straight Shore.- In the follow:n.ng years I worked as a.

teacher in the local prlmary school., As a folklor:Lst I soon came 'bo

v .

. "n“ Co-

tlons and local cul\‘ural trad:.tlon. Nowhere was th:.s relatlonahlp

T e more apparent than 1n the f:Leld of ch:_ldren's calendar cust.oms. -

- way, the 'brad:.tlonal calendr:.c actlv:Lties of Musgrave Harbour school-l'.,:"'_ -

chnldren and the role played by the school and its teachers.

.’;'?;' study '.LS ‘a result oi‘ those observations.v.\ The researph technique ‘, . :

. g,

. employed was essent:.ally that of particn,pant-observatlon ra'bher than '
In
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The tOp:Lc of i‘olklore and educat:.on 1s one wh:l.ch has achleved _,:T e

The focus of thls d:.scusslon ‘has, been the pedagoglcal appllca— L

T appreclate the mterdependence of the establlshed educat:.onal mst:.tu—» 7 B

TR e Du.ring the course of nw' WOrk I was able to observe 3.n an int:.mate e

IR : 7':" the more usual practn.ce of employmg f:.eld recorded interv:.ews. A
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e LT th:x.s case 11; was my feellng that Jr,he use of the latter might serlously ' ﬁ e : -
:meinge -upon 'the teacher—-to—teacher and teacher—to—student relatlon-— . e e

—, LT T sh:.ps wh:Lch enabled me to observe these part:n_cular tradit::.ons from an, - ( L

Lo e N em;Lc p01nt of v1ew. L L .“ ‘;’5,',' S T .

I L , :: SN This thes:Ls seeks to understand the relatmnship between the ' AR

A A e g

' Lo ‘. coT’munlty: and Jc;he social mst:rbutlons which serve :Lt. 1;1 the realm of I

‘ o cultural trad:.tlon. It lS IIW hope that the ach:.evement of ‘bh:l.q goal RO P ,L
L ) = 3.. . | '; IR
. "‘.:-’.' _ to 'the ed.ucat:.onal professlon as a whole.‘ The establlshment of this . '

‘;‘i N 'p61n£ :_s part:,cular-ly :meorbant at th:l.s stage Ain "the history of . '
R N (
educatio‘n 1n Newfoundland., The 1mporbance of cultu.ral herltage in our '
e school curriculu.m 15 now belng acknowledged by professional educators. T ' i K

It An :.nformed approach to’ Jc,he ex:l.stg}g presence of cultural tradltlon it T 3
) ; Jt o t,he educatlonal sphere should assist in charb:.ng the future course of " e
.a program of herltage study for thls provmce. . s R “%
. '.: ‘|‘, E %
. - . . -
; ORI ) RV “\' ‘t\ Y e NS -
L:' ”‘ . T [ i . , s
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5 U Lo In recent years‘ folﬂorlséq and educatorc alike have 1ncreas:mgly o

i‘ocuaed, attentlon and more ;mtent!y, on: ‘ohe subJect of 'fo]_klore and -

LT B

. ; education' with a new t.o incorporatlng Folklore into the regular "1«'_“ -
- school currlculum. B Though the:.r respec*blve approa hes to the—topic —-—-‘—-— _, : )
L I dlfi‘er, perhaps necessar:_'l.y so, the ba51c premsej'emalﬂ" the same' 2 S
' the teach:_ng of folklore can and should functlon a8 an :\.ntegral and N RIS
: 1ntegrated parb of the educatlonal process. ' B ', SN S
Steo ey e < : =oAL T : LT R
" B K Folklorists have long been offerlng suggest:.ons i.o te hers and ', RSP
.- ' “. 1 . .4 ot : . .. -
, : ) outlln:mg methods for the 1nclus:Lon of folklore J,nthelr mstruc-'.'., Co « C
' t:n.onal pt'ograms. As early & 1951, a commlttee presented to the L b
S Amer:.can Folklo::;!,eQ Soclety a l:Lst. of elght.een recommendatlons t.o be < o : .
e O Lk . Sy o . N N -
o used as an, aid in. promotlng the 1ntroductr10n of folklore 1nto the S R
id B v - ' AR
N g : ¢ currlculum of the publlc s¢h001 syqtem.. | The comm:Lttee suggested i
: ' tha‘b appropriate literature be made read:_ly ava:u_lable to those ) . .
. - —"",-d:Lrectly respons:Lble for the educatlon of you.ng people.; Shortly B . . ~ -
AR 'Tthereafter, m 1952, the” Amerlcan Folklore Socle'by publ:\.shed a’ blbll—_ S R TTIA L
] o vography wh:Lch contained. sources for both teachers and s’t:.udent.s_'...2 S:ane'S S ,
S . »,,;-./ - ther;, ™ nu.mber of folklore journals, not~ably The New York Folk_lore ) o ’ !
’.‘) ‘ ’15' s ~ . N - “ e . . . '.,j' ‘A‘,l o “
e : 1 M. Jagendorf "Comnuttee on Fo,]f}hlore For Chlldren and _Young N
. People," Journal of Amerlcan Folklore, 64 (1951), 213—21l+ ' R
. - 2 Elo:Lse Ramsey & Dorothy M:Llls Howard, Folklore. For Gh:t_ldren and ﬁr ‘ R o
o - 4 Yo ;A Critical Bibliogrephy and Descrs iption for Use in the - .° .. - ’ .
_ . ‘Element - and Intermediate .Schools, Biblivgraphic’ Ser:l.es of the . - P T
:’{‘- - American Folklore :Society , Volume~3, 1952, T L. e C b T
5 . : C s . -
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_Qua erlx, The Journal of Amer:.can Folkaore, Folklore Forum end

Kevstone Folklore, have had an outpouring of artlcles On, and some ha‘ve '

devoted entn.re J.ssues to, ’ohe top:Lc of folklore and educat10n.3 Desplte R

_ 'bhe apparent. interesl-, and enthusiasm diep‘layed by i‘olk_'l.orists, the

L men’o for wh:n.ch 1t was intended. -

oi‘ succese.‘ The study of folklore 1s slowl}r s_eeplng into some schools,

[

_ level of educatlon, the Indlana Engllsh Journal has publ:Lshed an 1ssue

s li'btle more than. a potpourrl of SUSgeSt:I:OnS, albe:.t ms Of _@em good -

. dnen.’oher reached_i.he audlence nor. has 11-. been ut.:Ll:Lzed in: the~ env:i.ron—- 2

as ev:denced by the appearance, ln a number of educatlonel jOurnals, of

" ent:n.tled “Focus on’ Folklore"

: lmes for the:.r sbudents to follow when conductrng i‘olklore re search 5

mater:.al has largely remalned sporadl'c'; a.nd unorgam.zed, amou.n’o:.n.g to

ones. The obvlous result o_:t:__‘t_hisﬁ;s that the materlal has of‘t,en

U TPy £ >

4 2

The advocates oi‘ Folklore for the schools have met w:u.'oh a mod:.cu.m

N

‘~
[ AP

classroom.' For those'teeohlng ‘at the junior h:l.gh or at a more advanced

h The arb:.cles in 1t range from one

offerlng general suggestlons to ’c.eachers wishmg to esbabllsh gulde— Tl

]

5

and Activit:n.es for Folk:l.ore— Sbud,y", Indiana \‘Eingl:.sh Journal, »*Il,
(Wln’cer 1976—-77)1 3#—39- -

Janlce F. Byrne & Je ames B Byme, )“Developing Teaching Materials Lo® B

3 See in. par’c.:.cular,ﬂ"Spec:.al Isque-: Folklore end ‘Educat:.on" NE

Kegstone ‘Folklore, 22, No. - 1-2:( 1973), which’ contalns an’ annotated .

" bibliography of selected perlodlcal literature .on Folklore and 0 £

Education, as 'well as a nunmbér:of excellent art.:.cles on-the. subject, .

and Perspectives on Folklore and Educat:.on. Eolklore Forum I SN LR e

B:Lbl:l.ograph:l.c and Special- Semes, No.. (969).» SRR L A,
‘ o b "Focus on Folklore" ;ndiana Eggg;lsh Journal 11, 2\ (W:Lnter g B TR S e

1976—77) L BRRE .
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"*to one which @.ves very specif:.c ways of dram '“tlz:mg a partlculartfolk- -
tale for ch:.ldren.é, Other Journals. have from time to t:|.me publlshed

articles ofi‘erlng spec:_flc suggestlons for ut:.liz:mg folklore in- the

)

classroom-‘artlcles which .usually recommend the :anlus:.on of.-folklore S ‘." o

as a minor portlon of a hlgh school Soc1al Stud:r.es or English course, N

. or as an 1ntegrated part of an elementary Language Arts program.'?: 5

D O ol L ey
- . .
3

gy Certaln educatlonal cen'l#res have for a time comentrated the:Lr” ‘

e

S ‘9'. ce resources on the subJect of folklore for the schools and the1r efforts E

’ . ]
RN . o i Y
4 B - . . o, o

- have resulted 1n some extremely valuable alds for the classroom

teacher. The Nebraskd Curr:.culum Center, ln 1968 publ,lshed a volume of -

...A/-.

LT ch:L'LdJ.ore, wh:.ch :Ls to date the best handbook— on the' subject for

T e N an b edemete
- . - A

Sl , teachers of elementary educatlon.8 The book is d:w-lded 1nto two —-— Bl

— oA . .z" e ot

. sectlons' part One, the "Playlore of Ch:t_ld.ren“, offer@ suggestlons for -

JYS—

teachers on how and why to approach the study oi‘ playlore part two, :'4 . ‘ |

[4

' "Folklore of the Commun:l.ty", proposes spec:.flc ways of study:mg

\ C - SR
. gather:.ng and catalogu:l.ng communlty lore. The_ Southwest Educatlonél T . ,

- . - o —_ ) : M

James Walden & Edward Berry, . "Dramatlzmg The Folk:tale-
Procedures for."Tzar Trojan and the Goat Ears", Ind:.ana llsh
Journal, 11, 2 (Wlnter 1976-77), 47—50. S T sl

. N L ' 4 ' ’ . ) 'l_. " _‘ e . ;
o A T T
. ' ; : H

ik
T T 7 See for example, Laurence I, Seidman,. "Teachlng About, The
i T ' American Revolution Through its Folk Songs", Social Educativn, 37 -
' S , (November, 1973), 653-66L4. Genelle Grant Morain, "French Folklore-
o . A Fresh’ Approach to the Teaching of Culture", French Review, 41. ,. :
Sy &Y s(April, 1968), 675-681. .Tlyde Roberson,’ "Ben Scott, the Biggest . 7
b R L Zgazher East and West of .the M1591ss:.pp1" Teacher, 93 (Aprll 1976)
Do - 9.-;'.,., , ) A

. T, . i o
. . - . ’ . - . L . R . . . [
. - . . )
v e . . e R
- » v . f

L 8 Folklors in the Elementag Grades, Tr:.—Un:.vers:.ty Pro,]ect s P
L e Vs L in Elemerrtary Education, Curriculum, - Volume 6, lincoln Nebraska: o
ST University of Nebraska Center, 1968.. The Center has %so published LT
4 e L a Curriculum for @gllsh for: lundergarten thro school, which T
o N ‘ . capitalizes on folklore, w:n.th apec:.al emphasis on the folktale.

N

o
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Development Laboratory of Austln, Texas has’ developed a Ch:.ldren s.

e

Folklore Program which 1nvolves both conductlng fleld research in

| ch:_ld.ren 8 folklore and usn.ng the results of that research to :unprove
'.~the quallty of 1nstruct10n to elementary school chi:'l:dren. The
. Laboratory has 1ssued a study of chlldren's handclaps whlch J.ncludes |
v 'the text, pattem, and musn.c of a number oi‘ 1nd1v1dual handclaps, and
lalso offers to the teacher suggestlozgs for J.nstruct:l.ng chlldren in the

'rudiments of handclapp1ng.9

By outlJ.nJ.ng the ba51c skills’ :anolved,,
 the author expla:.ns to teachers how aspects of :Lnformal learru.ng on

| ‘wlthe playground can be d:Lrectly correlated w:.th, and a:.d in the process

) of, more formal learnlng in classroom s:Ltuatlons. More oi‘ the Southwest

Educat:.onal Development Laboratory f:l.ndlngs have been publa.shed as

Black G:Lrls At Play' Folklorn.c Perspectlves on ﬂlu_ld Develogment.

-‘ “The authors stud:.ed the playlore of black g:l.rls in pr:.mary school -
grades klndergarten bo three.l.O ' ' o
Folklorlst.s have strongly champloned the cause of "Folklore for
' the schools", butlhave done- little to demonstrate_therpract:,cal ‘
iapplication of their theories'. Some attempts have been niade to bridge. V-
) the gap that exJ.sts between folklor:l.sts and educators. R }hchard and

] Laurna Tallman worked on a pro;ject :Ln 1977 wh1ch resulted in the

: publ:Lcatlon of a folklore textbook for" hlgh school studerrts the only '
) '9’~Beverely TJ.\AStoeltje,‘, 'Ghildren's Handclaps: Informal - Learnin g‘

in Play (Austin, Te’:‘cas; ‘Southwest Educational Development Laboratory, ,
)

N . . . . . “ « e .. v

. ~ T

72710 Bk Girls Ab Play: Folklorie Perspectives on Child R
Development. = (Austin," Texasr Southwest Educational Development
: Laboratory, 1975). St A
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Cambrldge Un:wersn.ty Press, 1978)

one .of'it‘s kind ih‘print The ‘aim of the pro,]ect coordlnators was’
-~ .
tWo—fold"'..to create currlculum materlals in reglonal folklore for .

secondary school Engllsh and Hlstory classes, grades 8—11, to traln

teachers in the use of these materlala."11 The teachers 1nvolved were
A : .
' 'tralned in workshops conducted by the Tallmans and then- used these

methods and materlals in thelr J.nd:un.dual teach:l.ng s:.tuat:.ons. Roy

Palmer, too, has tried to deal d:.rectly w:Lth the appl:_catlon of folk~

‘ \lore in the classroom.. He and R.obert Leach ed:.ted Folk Muslc 1n

' 'School a collectlon of essays wh:.ch reviews work done in Britaln by

s

teachers who have employed folk music’ as an "aid 1n the teachlng of a

s

~number of academ:.c subJects includ:mg history, mus:.c, rellglous .: N

.

education and culture in general.12 Folk Music could also funct:.on as

' a resou.rce book i‘or teachers as it offers add:x.tlonal suggestlons for
',:futlllz:.ng folk songs in spec1f1c 1nstruct10nal sltuatlons. Palmer has -
-also publ:.shed a. ser:Les for use in schools, one of which is The
P amful Plo}_xgh, which deplcts n:meteenth century agr:.cultural hlstory
' through the ‘study of folk mus:.c from that per:’Lod.l_‘3 - _a '

One of the best demonstratlons of the appllcabillty of folklore

B study 1.n the school has been made by Ell:.ot W:.gglhton, mstlgator of

Foxflre experlmentsv.. Mr. ,nggmtor_l’s hlgh school students‘ collected

“ M i " N . ' N .
11 Bichard and Teurna. Tallman,~ Country Folks. - (Arkansas'

.Arkansas College Folklore Archlve Publn.cat:.ons, 1978), Pe 107,

-3

12 pobert. Leach /and Roy Palmer, Folk Music 1n School, (C&mbrldge"

on
o

13 Roy Palmer, ed., The Pami‘ul Ploth (Ca;nbr.{dge. Cainbri.dge

' University Press, 1972). Palmer's other puhlicatifons designed for
" "school uge .inclide A Touch on The Times: Songs of Social Ch
1770 to 121&, (1974, and The Rambling Soldier: ¢Military Llfe

‘Through Soldier's Songs'and .Writings, (1977) : N




1)

,’“ . ‘ v ' . " ,"" .'8
folklore méiﬁly‘frdm oIder people in their eommunity, analyzed‘the

materlal and under the direction of thelr teacher publlshed their '.,'

4

flndlngs in a mag321ne of thelr own productlon.a Wigglnton edited the ’

articles and at a later date, helped the students organlze and publlsh

o some of thém-in book fOrm'f The Foxflre Book was prlnted in 1972,

[N Foxflre 2 appeareA a year later, Fo 1re 5 —was produced 1n 1975 and '

oxflre in 1977 ngglnton and hlS students have succeeded far-'

beyond thelr orlglnal asplratlons. TheIr’achrevements 1nclude the

publlcatlon of Eradltlonal muslc 1n record form and the productlon of a' ‘

Kl

telev151on program for the1r area's local T V. statlon. ngglntOn'

' " concept of educatlon has spread throughout the Unlted States to the

‘ f extent that hundreds of schools are currently engaged 1n proaects

v

A modeled on’ Foxflrs. WigglntOn has slnce wrltten a book for teachers -

1nterested 1n startlng a 51m11ar progect of thelr own.lhﬂ

In the 1ntroduct10n to Foxflre 2 ngglntOn cr1t1c1zed teachers for

thelr fallure to make educatlon relate in any meanlngful way . to the real

11fe—world of the1r students. He admonlshed teachers who never attempt

to treat the students' act1v1t1es and the communlty around them as >~

.
r

worthy of study. A s1mllar cr1t1c1sm may be made of folklorlsts, whlle
- wishing to see,, Folklore establlshed as an area of serlous study in the
schools, they are themselves gullty of neglect;hg the study of

educatlonal inst;tutlons.. - The formal classroom settlng has 31mply not

14 See hls, Moments. The Foxflre Eggerlence (1975) ngglnton

has also edited "I. Wish I Could -Give My 'Son A Wild Raccoon',- Whlch
. describes projects similar te Foxfire from ‘different parts of the :

- United States. ‘For an example of a project modelled on Foxflre, see.
PameIa Wood, The Salt Book (New York- Anchor Books, 1977) :ﬁ-

N ‘y
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g enlighten us fas to the nature and content of chi_'l.dren's playlore. .

.among others, a large nu.mber of schoolchildren throughout ‘the cou.ntry.

e Lo Lo
-9

"( ‘.been viewed by folklorists as 'a' viable‘a'rea in which'to .ccmduct practi— -
.' Acal. fieldwork. When they have conSidered the school environment as '
~part of their research area, they have generally restricted’ themselves
'-'to an investigation of ch:lldren’s actiVities on the playground. - _' ’
Studies of’ playground lore, _of games and other actiVities that chnldren'-"
. engage in, . when out of the bounds of adult supems:.on, have an e
.lntI‘lnSlC value in that they prov1de an insight %pto One particular

aspect of childhood. The Opies' work in: this regard has done much to

15.

The contributiOns made by Sutton-Smith to the i‘ield of folklore include . '
Vthe study of ch:ldren's traditional games on the school playground. In,‘.
his "The Games of New Zealand. Children", which in addition to lis.ting

) .the games, 1ncluded documenting the historical changes that had occurred

; iln the games over a number oi‘ years, &ztton-Smit'h cqllected games from,
16

One of the few attempts to document childhood actiVities in the

; classroom is outlined in The Study of Games, which includes a, section

17

entitled, "Games in Education" In primary and elementary schools,

e «

15 Tona angd Peter’ ie,: ‘The Lore agd Lagguage of” Schoolchilgren :

'ééxford- 1959; and Chi: dren'a Games 1n Street and Playground :

Oxford: 1969

16 Brian Sutton-—Smith, "The ‘Games of New Zealand Children", in -

. This, The Folkgames of Children (Austin- 1972), pp. 5-257.

17 In Elliott M. hvédon ant® Brian “Sutton-Swith, The St

'C—ames (New York: 1971), there are threge ‘articles on Folklore and

Education: .J.S8. Coleman, "Learning. Thirough Games", pp. 322—325,

- I.. Kraft, "Pedagogical Futility i Fun: and Games?", pp.. 326—329, and ‘
'E]liot Carlson, "Games in the Cla.ssroom" pp. 330—339. . ,

7y
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in particular, games are used to a1d in many 1nstruct1onal act1v1t1es, :

' and a number of" articles have been publlshed to demonstrate the:_r
effectiveness.?‘az. Certam cogn:.tlve sk:.lls, especlally those 1nvolv1ng
memory, are thought by some educators to be enhanced through the

playing of specially selected games. Therefore games have besn, deused

to aSSist chlldren 1n the vau:Ls:.t:Lon of rud:.mentary knowledge, such as

3
AL

the alphabet, certa:.n phonet:.c sk:.lls, as well as the mastery of T

N

spelllng and bas:.c mathemat:.cal concepts. The advocates of games as

. _‘ 1nstruct10nal tools appear to assume that games stlmulate a chlld'

v
v "‘.‘

1nterest when other, more convent:.onal methods of educat:,on have AR

NP PR S SE G -, -

fa:.led. Some educators feel that the fun of" playlng a gam?ma}tes -

R S

o “. C o learning eas:.er, espec:.ally for ch:\_ldren w:.th any sort of learn:mg Cv >
. ’/ d1s.¢.rb:|.l:|.ty.j,"9 Slmultaneously, educators who Oppose the game craze l.n ',' - -4

. T

schools argue that "children lose sight of’ the obgect:.ves, see games SR

L5

) in a fun context, and do not really learn anythilng by playing them" K

-y

Most teachers however, are not caught up 1n anytort of. theoretlcal : '. ,‘5" R

»

’ 18 See D C. Farran, "Games Work W1th Underachlevers" Scholastxc, -
Teacher, ‘(November 9, 1967), 10<11. : J.H. Humphrey, MComparison of . = .- v AR
the Use of*Active Gemés and- Language Workbook Exercises as Tearning - I
" .~ Mediag for the Development of Lenguage" Understandn. with 3rd‘\Grade e
Ch:\_ldren", Perceptual and Motor: Skills, 2%, No. ln%1965)x 2326, L
s. McClure, "Vowel T:Lc-Tac-'I‘oe" The Instructor (January, 1967), 122, 5 'l

. 19 One schoolboard has even published a booklet of games, some' o

. educatlonal and some. trathtlonal children's games, for parents who .~ .. o
. wish to®help with. their child" g reads.ng 1n the prlmary grades . sge . .
DOI‘lS ‘Beck and V1v1rel_1a Chow, : LT

Avedon and Sutton—Smith, "Games :Ln Education" ln"th’eﬁ.r _’l_‘h_e. A

o . AR T P

L ‘ E]I of Games, Do 316. R , L }
o e
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debate 'conce'r'ning‘the pros' and cons of th‘e usage of games in the class-

3

froom. . AvedOn and Sutton—Smlth most clearly enunciated the- s:.tuat:.on
’ >

when they stated that "the use of games in the teschlng of academic "I
-:}subjects in so embedded in 1nstruct10nal technique that th;‘ only :Lssue
E ':most teachers’ are reallyf concerned w1th is whether they can f:Lnd a
- ':'suitable»gsme for thelr purposes.":zl‘ ? W :.' ' ,"’ ' ' R ‘:"

Teachers at the pr:l.mary or elementyry level generally have little

Al W
K 1

' fdifficulty 1n obtalnlng games w1'th whlch to stlmulate the:Lr students, o )
T‘V 'for a.portlon of the:Lr training at teachers' colleges cOnsisted of

'fi.nd:Lng and often dev:Ls:.ng student actlv:Ltles . such as ga)mes to be used

o

xf:\s methods oi‘ 1nstruct10n. There are also -numerous books ava:.lable to E

teach:_ng Qf a certam subject or* basic learn:mg Sk]_].l.... >

classroom, Goleman spoke out 1n favour of thelr usage. o f R

A

aid teachers in- the1r search for just the right game to enhance their

+

N ¢

: »
M i "t [N N

, the deveZLOpment of- academic sn.mulatlon games 48 a rssponse\to

two ‘challenges:  that posed by a complex, di:t‘ficult-to—understand

f,socléty and -that- posed- by* ch:_ldren un:z.nterested in or unprepared
.. for abstract intellectual’ 1eam:.ng Thése ‘challenges may be -

., -to learming’in school that more nearly ‘approximate the netural
o _processes through whlch learning occurs outside school. 23 .

S .,21 Ib:l.d., p. 316 e ;-'f'[; e . e Sl
2 One of the books which claims that 1ts gar\nes have a dual "

g 'functlon in promoting both fun’ and learning is:  Guy Wagner, et..al.,

Educational Games .and A¢tivities: A.Sourcebook for . Parents and -

. Teachers, (Darien," Conn.; Teachers Publishing: Corporat:t.on, 1966).. X
~ 'Thé same.:group has published games dealing with spéeific skills,.
- includings \ e Skills. With
' Instructional _Games - _19 3 and Science Games and Activities 1967)
23 James S. Coleman, "Leaxmng Through Games" .~:Ln Avedon and
/Sutton-Srnlth, The Studx oi‘ Games, Do 325. RPN SRS
N — . - . w

b [N N

In a rather enllghtem.ng assessment of the role ‘Of. games in the I

I blessings in disguise if they. force the- ‘development of - approaches R
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‘:appllcab:l_ln.ty to then.r classroom readlng programs 1s most. clearly '. '

' stud:Les oi‘ the pos:Ltion oi‘ i‘o]klore 1n the schools. ) One part1cular

. Motlfs Through Fables, Myths, Fairy Stories, and Other Folk Tales',. -

i . . .n"
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Coleman :|.s thus advocatn.ng that scpools attempt to relate more to the
real—l::.fe world of the ch:le._ Folklorn.sts ,for the:Lr part should .

:anest:Lgate, v-.La practlcal fleldwork, th:|.s area of child development
N Yoo [

ot wh:.ch they have h:Ltherto heglected. o .

h ,' Coleman s art:.cle 1s an: exceptlon to the rule of folklorlstlcs,

s
_, -

g for documentary aocounts oi‘ classroom sett:.ngs have usually come from

J","g-‘, o8

teachers, and they have J.neva.tably seen folklore as =serv1ng a strz.ctly

d:Ldact:Lc i-‘unct:.on._ The spec:.f:Lc gen_re on wh:.ch the 1nterest of e

teachers has most oi‘ten alighted is the folktale, perhaps because 1ts "'- . e

l

dlscernible.. The i‘olktales are oi‘ten v:Lewed, not as forms oi‘ compo—

s:Ltion worthy of academlc study :Ln themselves, 'but as a means to an end, ,. |
as a method of developn,ng spechf:Lc read:.ng ‘or wrltlng skllls.‘?l*

Educators have demonstrated the:.r awareness of the role that i‘olk—

“. .~

lore is currently playlng J.n formal leanung s:.tuat:.ons. A number oi‘

teachers' colleges and other edueatlonal centers have produced sern.ous ..

study wag' conducted a.nto the use. ;of :E‘olklore ‘.Ln elementary educatlon,

1._

but the author's avowed pu.rpose~ was. to :.nvestlgate the poss:.b:l_'l_:l.tn.es
\_'r

.

of man:.pul,atmg folklore to- ass:Lst 1n accompl:.shmg the a:Lms oi‘ ',.. e "J
- e AT :
21" See for example, Margaret BlaRe Klrkpatrlck, "Teachlng

N

Elementary English, 48 (October, 1971), - 672-674.- Herbert' Loewanthal, R

" . "Folk 'Tales as a Focus for Teachlng Inter—Related Language Arts.

Sicills", Elementary Englishi 9. (March, 1972), 428, Karl Ames, "Some "

Folklore and. Related Materials, for Compos:.tlon Classes" Indiana o

E.na&s_h_cla_al., 11, No. 2. (Winter, 1976—77) 25—,33. T
L . X
¢ ‘

.K.'
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concern in th:Ls regard is the apparent readlness oi‘ educators to

. Iteacher,"

"Solely on the bas:.s of the number of storles he counted, Bates drew a

‘formal educatlon.zs' L 5. - e ,

o } . N S

Express:.ng c?{_l%,,m for the fa:Llure of some collectors to accept '

- folk10re as they found. 1t, and thelr consequent rewrltlng pf the

collected mater::.al, ‘Alan Dundes commented* "Thls retouchlng of oral

: u‘!‘ (

tales contlnues today in the chlldren s llterature fleld there recon—

' ,_.structed, reconstltuted stor:.es wrltten din accordance w:Lth wr:Ltten not ~

et

oral convent:\.on are. palmed off as genulne folkbales." 6 A matter fOI'

L

accept these so—called folklorlc 1tems and promote thelr inclus:Lon 1n~

L ‘classroom studles. ertlng in 1956 Alfred R. Bates attempted ‘to

determn.ne wh:\.ch folklorlc materlals were then be:_ng utlllzed in schools.;;

1

. He stated that the purpose of his studx was to assess "the amount of

27

, He. then proceeded to exam::.ne a number of soc1al studles

i

e and \read:lng tex'ts to determ:Lne the amount of "legends" and "folk

B

storles" these contalned. Bates obv:.ously gave no consideratlon at all

' to the prepOnderance of oral 11terature 1n existence 1n Amerlca..‘ -

»z‘

5 John Fay Putnam, "Folklore in Elementary Educat:.on" “Ph. D.

'-'D:.ssentatlon, “in -Education, George. Peabody College for Teachers, 1960
" For a genre’. specn.f:l.c ‘study of folklore inithe school context seey : -
" Richard Gerald Alvey, M"The - Hlstorlcal Development of Orga.nlzed StOI;V’-

telling To Children -in The United: States," Ph D. Dissertat:.on

. Unlver51ty of Pennsylvanla, 197h

SO
e -

T

' i‘olklore in Amern.ca avallable i‘or use by thé elementary school ch:le or .

e 6 , R

“Alan: Dundes "Folklore -as a Mirror of Gulture", _ ‘e’menta

. ‘n'_"_sl__lsh. 16:(1969), pe 472 - %

o

s

27 Alfred R. Bates, "The" Mater:.als of. Folklore Used in the

. Elementary Schools (Norwalk, Callfornla)", Masters of Educathn The51s, R
»Whltt:\.er College, 1956, p. 1. - 3
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. B folklore can’ flll. Coee 'j T o u ' / .

o

‘ ethnographlc study of an Ind_'l.an v:l_llage and its school. 8 Wolcott

28

the Un:Lted St'ates.- He stat,ed that as part of hlB :|.n:Lt1al research, he o

A

had examlned a couple oi‘ i‘olklore textbooks to help h:l.m im determlm.ngﬁ

the defln:.tlon of Folklore. Th:.s however, d1d not prevent hls’ accep-

tance of the wrltten llteratu.re as genu:me folktales and legends. A

*

Another group that has recently begun studylng schools 1h a .
manner whlch mlght prove to have some appl:Lcat:Lons for. folklore theory, L

are anthropologlsts. Because oi‘ the pecullar characterlstlc/s of thelr
1 \\ »
dlsca.pl:me, anthropologlsts have taken an- approach whlch dlf‘fers from T

that of both the educator and the folklorist. . Consequently, certaln -
A fI 3 . K

areas of classroom study rema:Ln u.nexplored, leav:.ng gaps wh:.ch only

"’:' ' SRS :
, W:.th regard to the’ st.udy of. educatlon, folklore could take a.
r/

number.of lessons i‘rom anthropology. Anthropologrsts Géorge and Lou:Lse

S Spindler are. the general ed:.tors of s:n.xbeen case studles on- educatlon

Yo

: and culture, whose aim-was.to dellneats the relatlonship betWeen the .

i SR

taught at- the local school. The role of teacher prov1ded hJ.m w:.th a,

X "_, unlque part.ic:.pant—observer posn.tlon from wh:.ch to assess the coni‘llct

exlst:mg between the i‘ormal educat:.on system as represented by the

I- Q - ' . Y an . .
: Others in the serles :anlude' Lorene Fox, A Rural Comrmm:Lty
and Tts.School (New York: 1948). Ieo W. Simmons; Nichu: A . '
- Japanége School (New York' 1967) . Johh: Colller, ATagkan Eskimo =
Education: ' Analysgis of Cultural Confrontation in the Schools, (New-

York' -1973); and Alan. Peshk:l.n, Kanuri Schoolchildren: ~Kducation
a.nd Soclal Moblllzation m ngeria (New York- 1972). . ' .

-
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‘ ’ school and the 1nformal tradltmnal system oi‘ the Ind:.an culture. ot T

R P —/ "Recently there has been mcreasmg attentlon pald by anthropol- I '\' -
- e bglsts to studylng schoqls as cul‘tural lnstltutlons." 29. Two o

;. Lorene L‘K “-?Fox,, the edltor oi‘ East Afrlcan Ch:.ldhood,: ;whlch ‘contalns

‘ ’ i o \5 t,hree vei'éloﬂs‘bf grow1ng upv 1n an Afr:Lcan tr1be.3.j? Fox was t‘each:mg a ’ ;
fooan T e T R e oA . S + A o .

p SRS $29. »Jean—Doyle, "Helpers, Oi‘flcers and Lu.nchers-. E‘Ehnography of .

'.' TN § Th:.rd—Grade Clas,s," n Spradley”and MeCurdy, The- *Cultural - eri-. !

ence-' Ethnograp_hy 1n Gorrrglex Socn.eti (Gh:Lcago' .

30 Hostetler and Huntlngt,on, Ghlltlren m!Am:Lsh Soc:.u, _(I\_l'ew Lo e

.15.”5]5 York- 1971) ';A; a .,s; r4.~, RN [ o Sy

. v LR D N N ) =~ - o
Lo e e N 3'1 See on, Bast’ A.frlcaﬁ Gh:l.ld.hood “For Joseph A leembe, WThe T Tl
o L e :’.., Valley. Between‘ ‘A Muluyia's’ StOI':Y": pp+1 =413 Aring, Apoko, "At Home . L
Lot w 00 in the Village:s GrowingUp dn-Acholi,".pp..k5-75; and J. Mutuka - G . i
8 S Nz1okl., "Thorns in %He Grass* .The.. StOI‘Y of a: Kamba B°Y'" Pp- 79_137' S R
E e F Lt . B
: PR ' o §
i ; LR N S }3



7 k

BN
»

.
PR

- bachelor of educatlon program at an’ Afrlcan unlver51ty. As part of .

thelr program hlS students studled both thelr natlve and other tribe5°'
they also read llterature concernlng Western and non-western children.
Perhaps educators of tﬁe Western world weuld do well to take a lesson

from Fox's approach. Three ‘of Fox g students wrote the essays 1n the

L

) book he edlted each wrlter came from a dlfferent trlbe.g All three

i SRR

stressed that in. his trlbe, education had tradltionally been the

.

-: responslblllty of the famlly flrst and secondarily of the tribe.‘ At
L

the t1me the book was publlshed the schools were vylng w1th the com~ ;j‘,t :

munlty for control of educatlon, and hence of the chlld., In the
wrlters' oplnlons the schools appeared to be w1nn1ng the contest.~ :

A collectlon of essays by promlnent anthropologlsts descrlblng

.n

educational systems in a number of countrles around ‘the world has ‘

L

been edlted by’ John Mlddleton. One of the art;cles, concernlng

o

B educatlon in Guatemala, 1nvest1gates two natlve groups, Indlan and\

Ladlno, upon whom a formal educatlonal system has been 1mposed by

government_agenc;es. The author indlcates that the schools are falllng-:T

'in their endeavours. The Indlans and Ladlno contlnne to educate thelrﬂl;g

P

chlldren through thelr own soc1a11zat10n processes, w1th the forelgn
32

x,

educat10nal system hav1ng llttle 1nfluence.

32, ”’Robert Redfleld, "Culture and Educatlon it the. Mldwestern B

Highlands of" Guatemala",” in John Middleton, ed:, From Child to. Adult, e s

. (New York:" 1970), 'pp+- 287-300. .-See also, in the sSame book, Manning"

- Nash,. "Education in a'New Nation: .The' Village School. .in Upper.Burma',.

‘ pp.\301—313! ‘which - slmilarily p01nts ‘out’"the.failure of pedagoglcal

" .institutiohs in:the face of trad1t1onal ‘educational methods." Melv1lle:'

Herskov1ts, "Education and Cultural Dynamlcs-' Dahomey .and.the ‘New

World", in E;gm_gb;;g_&g_Aﬁglt Pp. 250-271, states that a group of B

pe0ple maintains a continuing sense of identlty only when certain

g essentlal cultural elements are retalned. To emph351ze hls p01nt he o

N
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L 'world. In so de:.ng they dJ.d pronde unlque ins:.ghts :Lnto educatlonal-‘"

Lo part oi' the l:.ves of the people they were studylng. A chnld of such

hlS learn:l.ng wis an :therent part of grow:.ng—up.

h.enu.sphlere._ She suggested taklng cues from trlbal systems she studled

" supported by, and in rec:.procal manner, - supports ‘the-social -
. organizationi nelther of which would survive w:Lthout -the. other. . Fj_rth's -
- and Whltn.ng's stud:Les are c1ted fully~ 1n the .appended: blbliography

-

In stud:l.es smu.lar ‘to that conducted by Raum among th@?haga,

anthropolog:u:al mvestlgatlons have del:.neated longlasting and highlyi,

: successi‘ul 1nd1genous educational systems. Many of the :anestlgators
- ,1ni‘luenced by early anthropologlsts like Mal1nowak1 and Mead, sought '

" _out natlve groups that had been l:Lttle contamlnated by the outs:Lde

";."processes that achieved their intended purpose, whi%e be:.ng totally
) A,non—pedagoglcal in nature. Firth's We, The TikOE:La and Wh‘itlng s

| Becom:%a Kwoma are classlc studies of that type. The authors

L : flndlngs were sm:.lar 1n that both i‘ound educatlon to be an ongo:mg

"a group was not 1solated i‘rom hls soclety in order to leam about 1t-

33 B

Margaret Mead had taken her 1nvest1gat:l.ons and recommendatlons one

: step further than dld later anthropologlsts. She studled prlmltlve
cultures, paylng partlcular att.ent:.on to thelr chlld-rearn.ng pract:.ces. -

She attempted to cdrrelate and compare her fmdlngs w:n.th then current

phllosophles and methods of educatlng chlldren dn the West.ern

PR A : Voo

’ refers to the Dahomey, whose retentlon of aspects of thelr nat:Lve :
A ‘eulture "has” steadi‘astly defled years and m:les of separatlon from
S thelr orlglnal homeland. - . .

A ,'-‘ Coe '.‘ .

33 Meyer Fortes, "Soc:.al and Psychologlcal Aspects of Educat:.on -.

EES in Taleland" *in Middleton!s From Child to Adult,’ pp. 1l+—71+, describes

the Ta.'L'Lens:L of . northern Ghana,- whose indigenous- educationdl’ system 1s
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R and :melement:mg them :|.n rear ng ‘our’ own children.”™ - EooLhy

-

-

: educational 1nstitutiens are as detr:l.mental to them TS to the latter. '

34 e S T

In a texb"book des:n.gned f$r -student use;. the ed:n.tors, Beals and the' L

Sp:mdlers, explained that pa —*th/eﬁrk was cOncerned w1th S K

Other authors have demonstrated the :|.nc0ngruity of contemporary

. :
Y

formal educatlonal methods among blacks 1n the United States. Both
Dillard and Kochman have 'i‘ocused on the nat:Lve dialects of many black

: children in contrast to the standard English they are taught i’ »« -
sschools.3 6 Kochman criticized educators who attempted to determ:n.ne the
language development oi‘ black ch:_'l.dren, us:.ng standard En,glish as the:.r ',411' " . TR

Q‘ “
crlterion, :Lnstead of referring to the ch:l_'l.dren‘ own dialect. Though

Dillard malnta:.ned that hls "is a work on language primarily and -on’

education almost incidentally",3 (. he did contribute “to; both education : }‘:.i

-

3"" See Mead's COWf Age in. Samoa, (New York.. 1971), Gro gg S
UQ in New Gu:Lnea, (New: York:" 1975);, and -Mead and" Wolfenstein, eds., '_j P

Childhood in. Conte@ora_gx Cultures, (Chic’ago, 1955) S DU
3 2 Alan Beals and George. &. Lou:Lse Splndler, eds., Culture in- e

- Process (New York' ' 1973), p. 259, TR R
.‘ 36 See J. L. Dlllard, Black English" Its H:Lstory ‘and - Usage in :-.
X The United States, (New York: - 1972). And -Thomas Kochman, ed., " Rappin .
‘and Stylin" Oub:. Communlcatlon in. Urban Black Amer:.ca (Urbana, :

Ill:.no:n.s-» 1972 . " \ VR i PR S
37 DJ_llard, Black Egglis ). p. po, oo, Tlpe 0 S
: e L A
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- and cultu.re when he suggested thaf tandard English be taught to Black

Pl r chﬂdren not as a. replacement for what they had learned prior to com:.ng

Mmoo e 2
PR

5 - : to school, but as a secoleld languege. .
; ‘ . :‘ . In an attempt to make the study oi‘ cultural anthmpoloy more
. , o ‘ ‘; '. : meaningful to’ thelr unde;gr;duate students, Spredley and McCurdy had- S~
i : | thelr students COnduct ethnographlc research, and su'bsequently .
. publlshed, some oi‘ the:Lr findings in a text.book.3 8 Some of’ the:Lr f)_ ;
e “students: stud:.ed school s1tuat10ns. &Je Parrott when studying. - ’
, . . i chﬂdr;n ‘at: recess, worked, :.n‘the im.tial stages of her research,' ’ ,
. : o .‘ . d:.r#ctly w:Lth the classroom teache\r 39 The teacher ass:.sted her 1.n the " | ::
, é f .._' selectlon of ch:.ldren for- the study, but once psst the inltlal :Lntro— 1’
. * ‘ u . ” ductory sts,ges, Parrott worked solely wifbh the ch:.ldren. : Another oi‘ the Lo 3
; student writers did not work direqtly with the school but conducted ' 3
| ‘ R her reseerch through 8 serles sf :mtemews m.th ch;.ldren. away i‘rom the - | .
g school ennronment.l',‘g' : o 'r S o \ A ‘ | . T
{ . ‘ ".One of the ‘few attempts to study the student's world, both iﬂs:n.de
' § : ! end outside the clessroom has come from anthropologlst Ph:.l:.p Cusick. _
;' - Cusicl :anestlgated one partlcular hlgh school s1tuation, by daily S
R . T'. ot essociatlng w;th the, sty.rdents ~snd'directly -pa_;c'tlclpatln,g in 'both,",.;their , - ’ : |
S ' o > R s
e ‘ 3 T /" 38 James Ss:radley and David McGurdy, The Cultural Meriehce,i ‘ - i 1
et (Chicago-. 1972 TR , : :
L T o 3 9 “Sue Parrott, "Games Children Play“, in The* Culturel &cgerience,
) L ' pp. 207—219.' o A L5 e i :
' S - AA . l‘o See,, Jean Doyle, :'Helpers, (;fi‘icers,,and Lunchers" vin The
Coets o0 F Culbural Experience, ppe, 147-156. See alsd, Jariet Davis, "'Teachers» ‘
! © ;7 ' Kids, and Conflict: Ethnography: of a Junior H:.gh School_',l in The’r =~ * SR
; Cultur&l g@enence, pp._.\103—119. . _. ERE R e v R B
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cadem,c and recreatlonal actlntles.h, ’

Another author, Laurence Wylle, studied, dur:mg the early n:Lneteen

’ T

; flftles, both the pre—school and schooltlme educat:.on of chnldren in a’
French v:n_llage.l*. - Wyl,:_e detalled chﬂdrearh&g practlces from :Lnfancy
to a ch:le's entry 1nto school‘. Actlng as a supplementary teacher ‘

. IR

prov1ded h1m with ready access to the vnllage school. He descrlbed

both the formal -and 1nfomal actlv:.tles at school and explalned the .

school' s role as ex:Lstl.ng w1th1n the larger clrcle of v:.llage 11fe. ,‘ .

Gerry Roaeni‘eld's f:mdings were dlrectly in corrtrast with those ol

“

'.detected‘ by Wyl:Le in hlS French v'.l_llage. Bosenfeld conducted an -

anthropolog:.cala i‘leld study at & school in Harlem, an’d, rather than

.~"«“-t’he school belng a part of commum.ty llfe, he found the school to. be

L3

':allenated from the nelghborhood in whlch it ex:.sted. He stated that ‘

the ch:.ldren they were there to J.nstruct. - The teachers' 1gnorance he )

’ blamed, at 1ea-st in part, on the lack of preparatlon they rece:.ved at

teacher tralning colleges. _ MR A .o )

A' o
(New_Yorks 1973). Cusick's work is one in a serles, under the- .

editorial guidance of - Solon T. Kimball. = Others in the series include:

Thomas A. Leeiron, The Rites of Passage in a-.Student’Culture: A Study -
- of the Dynamics of Transition.(New York, 1972). And Mary’Ellen Goodman,
"The Culture &f Cha_ldhood- ] -

Ch:';'l.d"s e VleWS of Soc:Let and Culture ,
" New York' 1970j. - . D o v ' .

7

e T2 Wylie, Village in The Vaucluse (cambrldge, Massachusetts. 197&)1
first publlshed in’1957. Oy

: 4’3 Gerry Rosenfeld, "Shut Those Thick Lips"s' ‘A Sbudy in Sthobl_ )
Slum Fa:lure (New York- S1971)5° . i ] T ' )

- .' ! o o . - JPEEY

‘_'the teachers expected 11ttle An the way oi‘ academ:Lc performance from o

Philip 4, Cusick, Inside High School: - The. Student's World ' ™

RIRTS pepe v




- 'schoodl and, home.-' 'bhe result of whlch was” total absence of. coopera‘blon

school, Evans—Pr:Ltchard deplcted two alternate methods of mstructlon, o . o

‘ des:.gned to achleve the same ends.

: J.nto the trade. One method was an Aon—g01ng proc'ess, when from ch:le— o - k.

v occurred when a you.ng man dec1ded of his own. accord ‘that he would l:Lke

o methods ere. much more 1ntense and i‘ormal:.zed, as ‘the :.nitlate had to

.

. lore study;. for schools have or:\.glnated with those, who at the _same tJ.me, T s

. . - «- 7. . - . N
Y - - “ . L . P . T " . o
PO B A R . A N _ . o LTt e e L A ) L e B e []

Martha Ward's ethnographlc research revealed that the school in

the commun:uby she studied-was at varlance w:.th both 1ts ch:.'l.dren and

s thelrlp&trents.,.l"t_+ She found a. dlstlnct lack of comxmuucatmn between K

’

between parents and teachers concem:mg the tl@i'n:_ng of " ch:ldren. L ‘ " " Lo

From the ch:l_'Ld_‘s po:mt of v1ew, hls actlntlee at scheol were hlghly

regul.ated and supemsed thls Was 1n contrast w:Lth hlq natural T F .

env:.ronment in whlch he' was largely unsupervised and lii‘e was run

according o a fixed routlne as little as possibles N e

In a study of an educatlonal process that would never occur in a .~

Fl

L

Bl
)

i5. He st.udled w:Ltchcraft among the .~

Azande, pay:l.ng pax'tlcular attent:x.ozr"to the way a nov-.Lce was 1n1t1ated -

hood a potentlal w:.tch—docf?or was gradually and 1ni‘ormally taught the -

}cnowledge he would 1ater require. _~The other method of 1nstructlon ;

to become a witch—doctor. In the latter case, the 1nstruct:.0nal ) g -
learn a great deal -of knowledge in a: relat:urely short space of t:.me.

Some of the besb suggest:.ons concern:.ng the how and why of folk- '_ L o

M’ Martha Ward, Them Ch:l_ldren.‘ A Studymlmmuagg Learniné_,' Lol s
(NewYork- 1971) T o o e

45 E‘vans—Fr:Ltchard, Witcheraft, . Oracles and Magic Among The Azande .-
(Ox.ford- 197(:3 ~an abridged version of the original 1937 edition). - :

” e IR T - . " .
Lo L e oD ’ . 4
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' learn, from each other. o

‘-vmuch remalns to be accompl:l.shed. An :Lnterestlng- artlcle by Marc:La '

: _Walerste:n.n descrlbee an experlmental school in. wh:l.ch folklore is a

regular part of the curr:l.culum, not as a course of academic study, but .
‘_as a way of ch:ldren learn:Lng folklore from each other 47 The teachers

at the school also engage in the transm:.ssn.on of folklore, through

o educatlon. The study oi' i‘olklore is aﬁtso a requlred part of

o when conductlng f:ueld research. O'Su:llleabha:.n, in Ireland used

xS
have been both teachers and fOlklOI‘lStS-hé 'Tallman p01nted out that _

NN

.not the least advantage oi‘ folklore study in the schools is 1&/

"'_ass:l.stance to the claesroom in funct:.onlng less as a dlct.atorshlp,' i‘or ,-‘;_.;\’ :

when exchanglng and- dlscussmg the:er folklore, the teacher and students

Wh:le strides are belng made in the area of :Bolklore and educat:.on,

A..

teachlng games and songs and ceﬂ.ebratlng spec:l.al (:alendrlc events w:Lth :

'.'I,thelr students. I e - e " AR . ; CeL

Cultural studles have alwaye played a v:Ltal role '1n Flrmlsh

elementary, secondary and poe't—seCOndary educatlon 1n Flnland l;8

Some folklorlsts have at least part:.ally ut:lln_zed the schools Cot

S
questlonnaires to gather data, questiennaires wh:.ch found their way ‘
@ Mg, especially, Richard S. 'I’allma.n, _"Folklore in The Sthools:.’
Teach:Lng Collecting, and Publlehlng", New York Folklore anrterly,

28 (19725, 163—185. :

L7

e ‘,

Marna Walersteln, "Ethn:Lc Folklore in the Prlmary School L

‘Classroom" Keystone Folklore Quarter y 15 (1970), 161-166.

1’8 Edson W.. Richmond; "The Study oi‘ Folkﬂ.ore in Flnland", in’

“Richard. Dorson, ed., Folklore Research Around The World (New York- -
;1961). PRy 39-49: T T BRI e
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. parb of the currlculum 1n Newfoundla.nd Junlor and sen:l.or hlgh hools.

’ studles ln the classroom- ) w1th Newi‘oundlandla belng defined as anythlnté
and everybhlng that 13 spec:.flcally related ’c,o ’ohe :.sland, whether :l.t
’ vcomes under the headlng of h:.st.oxy, geography, Ii/ erature, folklore,

1970), ppi-de’,

'(Oifc);rd. 1969), and The Tore and Lanmage of Schoolch:lldren _
1959 | o T

) Newfoundland and Labrador Anthology (Toronto: 197k
N Do

g -Wlnd ‘and Tide: An’ Antholom of Newfoundland Poetgx, Prose and Drama o
'.“iPort.ugel.Cove. 19j . o R S

el

-  .,23“‘

- :Lnto schools as well as into- households. In hlS Handbook ‘of Ir:.sh

' -f.Folklore, O'&ﬁlleabhaln makes mentlon of "the ‘half fiiilion pages

: A‘collected by the teachers and senior pupn_ls ‘of the Pr:.mary Schools. :Ln L

-1937/38 "l..9 fhe. Oples in England canvassed schools, and witK the aid’

_ of teachers and students, comp:led materlal i‘or the:_r collect.lons.50

Prov1n01al cultura.l stud:l.es have in recent years, become a regular .

i

.-Educators have act:wely encouraged and promoted "Newfotmdlandla"

I ‘L

’m'I.IS:LC. During the past decade, a number of books, conta:n.nlng var:n.ous

Newfoundland wrltlngs, have been pub11§hed, w:Lth most of them a:.med at

“the schools, .and some de31gned to- reach a part:_cular group, such as: . L -

. . . . e ‘ \ * >
Engl:.sh teachers.fjl ' l', R T \\""' A

, . . - . .. - W N

Wh:le Newi‘oundlandla has rema;med l:l.t.tle more than a loose ) " “ ' \

conglomerate of toplcs, some folklor:.sts and some edu\a’c,ors have sought
.~to :merove matters by deslgm.ng spec:LfJ_c mstructlonal techn:!,ques and

‘programs for teachn.ng folklore ln prgv:.nclal schools. : R. A. Bragg, on.

- o | o
h9 Sean 0' Stﬁlleabhaln, A Ha.n% oke_of Ir:l.sh Folklore, (Detro:.t-' .

by

'ound"' v L
Qxford Co

50 See the Op:Les, Gh:lldren's Games_ :Ln Street:, a'd Pla

(

51 See, “Peter Neaxy “and Patr:l.ck or Flaherty, eds. 5 Qx Great Wat.ers.

-Kevin Major; .

loads: __Newfoundland Writings and Art Pelected and Edited For
People (Portugal Cove:. -1974). And Clyde Rose, ed.; Baffles of

z_

~:.A.-‘. K .;',.. ,-x - ‘- . .
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e ‘a rather enllghtemng and progress:.ve no-be, has proposed a model i‘or
CoL 8 -
- PRl - 4 .v 52

Ve oo -'the sturly oi‘ dlalect, in- the schools. She suggests that the st.udy B ,—'—

' begln wn.th the student's own. d:.alect, and then move outward to L ‘ s

1nc1ude h:.s famnly, his commun:Lty, fohe dlstrlct and f:l.nally the

. ent:Lre prov:mce.

Canl T A:Ldan O'Hara, ':Ln an’ endeavour to— promote the study of oral

- , 11"berature, has recommended :Lts J_nclus:.on in Engllsh and therature : L EE
SNEN ) N ,')classes.s3 He suggests that teachers begln by :Lntroduclng thelr N St
"i':\sbudents to Qral 11t.erature start:.ng wﬁh the:_r own communlty and o

,:,"_‘._provn.nce, and’ comparmg some of :l:b to the -.wrl‘tkt.en fnrm.; He adnses o

i ] e ey s

«- B o - that students be taugh’o that some of the best c‘lass‘%;l. llterature -

was based largely on stor:l.es that. were in oral c:.rculat:.on at the :
i S tlme it was wrltten. T ‘ . o _ R | I ' X
) _ In outllnmg the reasons and ob,]ect,lves for maklng the, study of . v'
' B o Newfoundland:l.a a vltal part of the school curr:l_culum, St.axale/ . .,‘4 :
: \:i' o > S Sparkes 1ncludes a’ number of suggestlons for the 1nelu31en of folk—- S ) ’

f~lore as part of that study 5‘* His suggestlons 1nclude ut:_'L:Lz:Lng BN .
" ":ji‘olk mus:.c in’ the clasaroom and encourag:.ng studen’os to record thelr 0
- ' 'local i‘olklore through mterviews w:.th community members to obtain ,'—‘

a3

G A mfomatlon.

f— N . »

. = 5 “., ) 5 . N .. ,. . . ‘ . "ﬂ: :
S = T R A. Bragg, "Dlalect in The Cla m", NTA Jo al, 68- 1; R )
N L (197819)y 2126 | g K | o

o 53 Aidan. ovHara, uOra:L Ia.tera.ture - Has It A Place'm NTA " o . . S
*;JOurnalréB-, 1, (1978-79) 9130 - e Co A

. ok Stanley Sparkes, "Newfoundlandia m The Classroom" NTA ‘ L A P
Journal, 1(Novem'ber‘, 1970), 8-11. e L coe T
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A ‘number of Newfoundland teachers have recently, of the:.r own
o

o accord, im.tiated the study of folklore 1n the1r classes. Jesse

Fudge and his grade eight students 1n Stephenvi]le have not only

. collected and recorded folklore in their community, but have complled

‘ students, together. explored and studied the local history{o

‘some - of thelr i‘:md:mgs in- the form oi‘ a. locally produced booklet,
entitled "The Folklore of. Newfoundkand - U R

L5

Ghristine Hedges was awarded the 1980 Hilroy Fellowship in. ,: .';,, o

recognition of her work wrth students in G-rand Falls. Teaghe an.d .

5

e

area. . Brian Manning has introduced the teaching of folklore in
1

grades eight and nine at St Clare s H:\.gh School 1n Garbonear.

!

The Institute of.: Social and Economic Research at Memorial

Un1ver.=.11ty of Newfoundland has published many accounts of various R

aspects of Newfoundland life, including :Lts history and J.ts i‘alklore. .

One of their best recent publications is John Widdowson s study of

. verbal social cont‘rol through which many aspects of child—rearing

.'~a
.

’

pract:.ces in Newfoundland are brought to light.5 5. .

. 'y
The Department oi‘ Folklore at Memorial Univers:Lty has had 1ts

undergraduate students completing quest:.onnaires and collecting

:Lni‘ormation sinc.e 1ts 1ncept:1.on 1n 1968 5 6., Its Archives contain an- _

abunda.nce of materlal which would be 4a tremenduous a:\.d t.o teachers

» in New:t‘oundland (St John' st 1977)

-

55 John W:.ddowaon, If You Don't Be Good- -Verbal Soc:La.l Control

%6 For an- account of the Folklore work done at- Memorial .
Un:wers:.ty seey Halpert and Rosenberg, "Folklore Work At Memorial
University" The Ganad:l.an Forum, (March, 197#), 31—32. R
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,‘choosn.ng Ragged Harbour was very 1:Lkely not the attractlons of 'bhe

- of settlers 1n the m1d 181.;0'5 - flshermen from Bonav:.sta Bay. Wh:lle

',Muddy Hole and Dotlng Cove developed pr:.marlly as fz_sh:mg outporta, '

1760'5.. ' Ragged Harbour, though developed orn.gmally for agr:.cul— o

KL . . . .
. ] .. B M . ‘ K -

.“flshlng 1ndustr@but the farm_ng potentials of‘the area. By t.he ‘ -

'

:early 18LD's a number qf people, mostly sharemenB, had begun to

settle in Muddy Hole. Doting Cove also began fo receive 1ts share . /- :

s

’

:_,f.Ragged Harbour c0nt1nued for SOme t:.me as a farming cormnunlty. ’, P

The early settlers to Musgrave Harbour were not. lured tbere to I ’ 3

n

reap the beneflts offered by 1ts harbour The harbour, beset by S o \ o

v ) submerged rocks, requires nav:.gat.mnal sk_'lll "and a thorough lcnowledge

: :Ofothe area, to negot.:.ate lt safely The attractlon for flshermen

s

.was the Wadhams, a group of 1slands some t.en or twelve m:Lles off- = ‘. o
-' shore from Musgrave Harbour. These were the centre for a large and | .
.’.l.ucrablve mlgratory flshery. F::.shermen from Bonav:l.st.a Bay w:.nt.ered
--at Bonansta, but, 1n the sprlng when the flshlhg season began, they
-.'.;removed w:n.th t.he:.r fam:.lies to thie 1slands. . The m:Lgratory f:.shery
L "‘..was -2 yearly event long before Musgrave Harbou_r was settled, Head

’ speculates that the Wadhams had a summer f:.,shery by the early

3 In Newfoundland conmunit.ies a shareman 1s an :Lnda.v:Ldual who : ‘

: j-_]o:Lns the crew of a f:l.shlng boat ae a hired hand. "In return he .

receives a "share" of the total catch for:the .seasons He has no ;.." s
investment in the boat or. flshlng gear.. In Musgrave Harbour' as. o

" el sewhere,: .thé boat owner usually reserves forty percent of the net el

-catch for the ma:.ntenance of gear and the vessel itself. The

‘ "" rema:.m.ng s:.x‘t.y percen‘b is div1ded equally among the crev members..

ewfoundland: (Toronto. .

3 ‘o
f_b;-_......_l, .

T g
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tural puz'poses, was a- centre for some flshlng Prowse c1tes Ragged

¢ Harbour as being one source for salmon fish:.ng as early as 1723..5 _

It 1s unl:\.kely however, that (any boats actually landed there' thelr '

| 'catch was probably processed elsewhére. perhaps on one of the nearby
J,slands. T . ', ‘ S ' :.‘ 1“’ .
The f:r.shermen from Bonav:Lsta Bay who :Ln the 18[.0' s settled at o

-.Musgrave Harbour and Dotlng Cove probably dld 80 as a. matter of ’

. convenlence.' Musgrave Harbour was closer to the :l.slands from which i"
e .they flshed than was Bonav:l.s}ta. At Musgrave Harbour they continued \
to follow the:,,r establ:.shed pattern' they w:mtered at home and
-"flshed i‘rom the 1slands in summer. ST ' s A '; R
. These f:Lrst settlers to the Musgrave Harbour area, some of -

'whose surnames were Mouland, Pardy, Abbot.t H:Lcks and Gu,y, have

H‘descendants 11v1ng there today. . Thelr ancestry can be traced back o

B s I PRRL ISR TEAE P VR BT
R N Sl L '

TSP A

' to 1mm1grants who arrlved 1n Bonansta Bay "mostly from the West

"Count:Les of Devonshlre and Somershlre." (Slc)

The early' :|.nhab1tants bu:th thelr "houses close to the shore— i . IR ‘ L

) l:.ne, with the garden glv:\.ng dlrect access to the fishlng premlses‘
'.‘The early settlement patterns and subsequent d:wlsmn of Tand. were

'simllar to that descrlbed by Far:.s as. character:.st:.c of Cat

. . T
& . N

5 D. W. Prowse, A H:.story of Newfoundland From fh &glls o o
,Colon:n_al and Forelgn Records (Bellewlle, Ontarlo- Mlka Studlo, - :
;A 1972) y P+-283. . . ' , .

"6 aw. Guy A" Short, H:Lstory of Muddy Hole 1834 = 1866 -
‘Tdusgrave Harbour’ 1866" " First Pr:Lze ] Entr:.es in The

i
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. \across them." .

Land is st.:x.ll 1nher1ted in the same way' 1’0 basses i‘rom father' N

Harbour 7

PIREN

-to 1and ’elsewhere :Ln the commu.m.ty, the father d:w-:l_ded hls "garden" ' -

1nto sect:.ons, on Whlch each son bu:_'l’c a house. The garden wes

L

always d:r.v:Ld.ed :Ln such a manner as t.o ensure that the land in front

of a houee led directly to the sea. A d:Lrect route from a man's
gardén 0 the sea was cons:_dered essent;l.al, for there was little

chance that he would not follow the trad:.t:l.onal way of ln_fe

. establ:x.shed by his father- the flsﬁery was the only occupat:.on o

ERe ava:.lable to h:|.m.‘ As was’ the situation with Faris s Gat Harbour,

v

L :‘. - people 1n Musgrave Harbour a.lso went "up and down gardens, not

Ca

to son, mth the father's house eventually going to the- youngest

e 4son. Succeed:mg genera’clons a.leo cOnt:.nued to d:Lv:Lde land in the .o

- -trad:.t:Lonal manner, u.ntnl aZL'L possn.ble lelSlQnS of that nature had N

When a man had grown—up sons, hls ch:ldren d1d not move o

'
o

'been made.- In recent years, fathers conti‘hued, and. where pOSSlble e

- _still do cont:!.nue, the Subdl'V'lSlOn o:E‘ ’c.he:Lr gardens, but’ with less

~.l..regard to t.he p051t.10mng of a eea acceas. I.and .1s merely d1v1ded

-dn, any way that permits the constructiOn of :a house- in many g&rdens

'there lS s:.mply no more land to be d:un.ded. Many young peOple have,

_— consequently, to look beyond the:Lr fat.hers' property when plann:l.ng

5

Ry

. the bulldlng of 4. house. There 1s pract:.cally no sea.frOnt. land
: . A » |

: 7 See James c. Faris, Cat Harbour A Newfoundland F:Lshi__ng .
- Settlement (St. John'ss: Institute of Soc:.a.l and Econom:.c Research

'.'19,725 pp: 54—63, and pp. 96—97

8 Ibld., p. 96.
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it has remained s:ane. ) -

e L

-

¥

l-_.m?l._. et e b it e

T e et A e AR e e 1
. B N .

N ‘ = - .' \ﬁ - - 7-'- N :-::, :
. ’1 =% 0 ) ‘;" -
. IAEFR t -
C ava:.‘Lable, and therefore much new cons-truct:LOn is centered on what ., \ , X
) is loca/;l,'lfy known as "the rld.ge" -a h:n.ll,“ ai:»proxlmately three ) ‘ -
quarters of’ a m:Lle from the sea, through whlch t.he new highway n " TR
,rune.‘ It is no 1onger necessary thet a flsherman has dlrect access . .
from hlS garden to t.he water. : For each crew,‘ and oft.en 1nd1v1dual .
,_f:Lshermen, ’as in the case oi' lobeter fiehermen, has :l.ts own "store" .;;_' o "f
‘_‘v—- a.small wooden bun.ldlngi Srected on t.he shore, in which flshing ‘, 3 ' )
equipment. and eupplles are kept, and its own smell wharf from which A i
‘to. 1aunch a small boat- . Larger boats, such as long llners, are_ l { "-
E launched i‘rqm the recently constructed conmxun:g.ty whe.ri‘.- Any " f '
rattempt t.o aell a house :Ln Musgreve Harbour 1e at best a d:l.fi‘lcult ' : .
i and oi‘ten 1mposs:1.ble endea'vour. All houses are locally constructed, ‘_'. “', g
. S w:x.th a you.ng man receiv:x.ng ass:l.sbance in his’ t.aek from hie ‘Father T
f:and other close relat:\.ves, therefore, bwmg a house would be ‘
cone:.dered an- unnecessary expenee, and a prospect not. generally " . o s :
":'j_given c0ns:1.deratlon. S B " - " ' _ ;"' : _" ~ . . o "‘ '
| Unt:l.l approle.metely twenty years' ago, Musgrave Harbour was an ., - '
‘ :Lsolated conm;\mn.ty, accesmble onl}r by sea.. - A road W‘as then btu_'l.t N ‘
T ,' ng to Gander- however, the upgrad.:l.ng an.d pav:i.ng o_f that road was N Co ,’ ] T
. not complet.ed b years ago, in the summer of 1977
I In 1866 S:l.r Aﬂntho\nyMusgrave, then Governor of Newfoundland, B -
D ,-‘had made -an hist.or:.c nsi‘t to t.he Straight. Shore area. Upon - ‘ ,~ . P
- newing the eet.tlement at Muddy Hole, he dec:.ded that 1te name ‘ - ) .
' ,should u.ndergo ‘a change and su.ggested "Musgrave Harbour" as an ’ '
:'1. ,-I“altezznatlve. His wishes were duly complled w:Lt.h and Musgrave Harbour A | . ‘f f N
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: ”:bulk oi: the:Lr yearly catch, in return for whatever fish:mg gean.they

: schooners éach year to i‘:.sh off 'the Southern Labrador coast.
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The ch:ref occupatlon and ma::.nstay of Musgrave Ha_bour was the

inshore ood fishery. In addition, a number of men put)out in ~’.‘ g -'

Ragged Harbodr cont:x.nued to develop as a profitable farming aree,

supplying foodstu.ffs f0r the Fogo and Tw:.llingate areas. By the

.r.—..

1ate IBBO'S Ragged Harbour had an addit:r_onel 1ndustry :I.n the form of
' 'a 1obster canning factory. Produce from the cannery was shipped to ;f |
"‘Fogo and from there - to larger, and presumably more lucrative '

.markets. By 188.’4., two local merchants were well establlshed 1n o

..Musgrave Harbour. . To these store owners the flshermen paid the oo

- 'purchased. Prior to the establ:.ehment of merchants in the community.

B
',, N
e ' I'v
-
PO

R ; entire catch, and at times even that was 1nsui‘f3.cient to settle 20

fishermen from Musgrave Harbour had, in the feJJ. travelled to

I _.St John's to pay for the prov:Ls:Lons they had earlier obtamed from :

'merchants there.~ To these suppl:Lere the flshermen often pa:Ld their

the:n.r accounts. One story is related in Musgrave" Harbour concerning

8 i‘lshing crew wh:.ch had Journeyed to St John's' ", ',..“;. with thelr‘

5

season s catch neatly stowed in t.hree small sch00ners. To the:_r

\

‘ disappointment they had to. return in one.. The other two cr&fts zmd

’.,.
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by the merch;nt to settle accounts."9 . s ‘ . Y
Though they had of - necess:.ty to- procure their fishing gear from 3 -‘ .
merchants, the most of their consumables, by far, were' provided by ; . A
the people themselves. Many of the local res:Ldents still “pursue a . E‘ |
sem1—subs:.ste ce life style.: They continue to grow the:Lr own - 2 . )
_ vegetables \ZXQ prov:Lde other staples such as fish, seal, moose, | g ‘
) W'.le ducks and berries. ’l‘here remain, scattered throughout the b , . | ’It .
: ’_ K * commum.ty, a number of old, grass-covered root cellars, :|.n which - o ;
. vege'tables are stored.and preserved for the w:n.nter',s use. . Most of - :

o the men also provide their own fuel which they gather from the

- forest. o e . o N
) The people of this comxmmity have been directly affected by . |
: . - two of the most mportant 1nc1dents to occur in the labour movement - v
: '_ ~in the prov:mce.' the development of the Fishermen s Protectiv.e -

Un:LOn and the International Woodworkers Association strike ln 1959

3 LI
N,

. In 1908 William Coaker ar'rived here and the local fishermen ’

participated An the formatiOn of the F P U. This led to the setting A

up of a Union Co-operative whose purpore was to buy fish directly

P“‘ ~

from*the fishermen, :m competition with the established merchants. R ]
_ From the early part of this century the lumberlng industry had o
- been an important source of employment for the peOple of Musgrave . K

' Lo Harbour. The majority of flshermen supplemented their income by o B e s
- L3 * - S
: engaging in seasonal, mosﬁly winter work in. the 1umber woods. -Most
. : , 9 Pleman Philip Hicks,“ "A Brief History of Mhs'rave Harbour, ™ o , e
TN unpub. Ms., pe 6 Department of History, Memori _Yniversity of o -
Loon Newfoundland. “ ‘ . ¥
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oy in- Indlan Bay.

: tra1n to MlllertOWn.. ;

transported to Fogo 1sl,and for sai‘ety.

—?ight the blaze.

- e -
P P .

GOl

L of the men'so employed worked at the Bowater '3 lumberlng operatlon ,

' Indlan Bay was walkin,g a dlstance of over s::_xty' m:Lles carrylng a\}

supplles on thelr back. Others who d1d not work at Indlan Bay )

. travelled across the 1sland to the Anglo.Newfoundland Development

Corporatlon operatlons at.Mlllertown 1n central Newfoundland. The"

.men from Musgrave Harbour e:_ther walked, or travelled by boat to -

‘Gambo, approx:.mately elghty m:\.les away, and, from there took the

'-, The inshore flshery contlnued to be the main occupatlon of” the :
\

‘pe0p1e of Musgrave Harbour untll about Eﬁg@m%ddle of thls century
’At that t1me there was a province—wide movement away from flshlng

g That sltuatlon rendered the lumber:.ng operatlons essentlal to the

=

~economy “of the area. 13é1 a hugh flre destroyed ‘the area'

forest lands and had a devastatlng effect on 1ts ec0nomy The

-comnnmlty was evacuated dur::.ng the flre, "women and chlld.ren Were

The men remalned behlnd to l,
The ‘fire was finally arrested vithin a couple.of

hundred feet of the communlty. The forest has not yet regrown.

"The coastal road passes through almost one hundred mlles of country-

: 51de whlch stlll shows the scars of the devastatlon caused by the

~

flre---‘:'. . ‘ ) Y ‘t —
PO .

;onnumher of men from the area did,iand somenstill.do,:partici;li' ‘

pate 1n the seal flshery. They engaged in the industry both as .

~‘.landsmen and as partlcipants in the main sealing fleet Whlch departedwl'

-

T LI T

For these ‘men the usual means . of transpoz't,atlon to s
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. seals and the ice cond:Lt:Lons. )

durlns the sununer.,,'n L

‘ ‘ '\‘ ."' I .»-'..:" . » ‘.A,‘"» (' _-:.M - . ~‘ ' _\- .435

. from St John '8 each spr:l.ng. O Th:.s partlclpatlon cont:.nues to the

.

present day. Several men leave the commun:.ty each year to Jo:m up

w:l.th the St. John's seal:mg fleet. , There is also a. land—based seal

: flshery-' three or- four local boats each year take seals off—shore

) and return t‘g the conmrun:.ty w:.th:m a few days.’ The duratlon of

'’

: the:.r stay "at the 1ce" depends on two factors._ th'e .number. of:

Only about twenty years ago dld Musgrave Harbour cease be:l.n,g

the center of a mlgratory flshery L:_ke the earl:l:est settlers, .

-number Qi‘ people used the communlty as'a’ w1nter base and spent the:Lr‘

. summers on the Wadhams. There, entlre famllles went and flshed

o,

.”’.-"- = -. - N e . . - -
R b - .o . .

In recent years the 1nshore cod flshery has become a more prof—

1table operat:l.on, and ls -agaln the maln 1ndustry of most of the popu- R k
\ 1atlon.‘ Two types of boats are employed 1n the f:Lshery. One is the

- trad:.tlona.]: pu.nt, a small, open boat, elghteen~ to twenty—f:we feet

long. '*The other ;Ls the more modem long llner, a large boat between

thiity and s:.xty' feet ln length, wn.th a fully—planked deck and an en- -

s

- Y ;)orlty_ asp;.re ﬂto one. . The fishing season usually gets u.nder way by the

. : .10 The landsman differs from a. member of the main seallng fleet
" .in so far as he commutes.to the- ice.from his home community rather
h than ‘spending a ‘period of several weeks at ,sea until the sea fishery
. /is over. The method of slaughter also ‘varies from one to the other.
. While members of the main fleet hunt the.seals as they. remain on
e o "the iee pans after ‘pupping and kill themby. rendering ‘them. unconcious
: " ... . with a blow to-the head, the landsmen use a high powered rlfle to
shoot the seals as they swim through the water. ) :

—closed wheelhouse. Though not a_'Ll flshermen own a. long 1iner, the ma— .
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‘beglnnlng oi‘ June, at whloh po:.nt ‘the long llners use glll nets or

o

. cod traps. Then, usually startlng the latter part oi‘ August and

. go:.ng on through September, the b:.gger boats use trawls and the

Z\'

small boats use hand 11nes and 31ggers. :

W:Lth plentlful markets a.nd the a:.d of the flshermen‘s u.m.on, the -

lobster I‘lshery has become another successful and v:Ltal source of

\

:anome to the reglon. As the lobster fishery became a more lucra-

--tlve proPOSJ.thn, the- number of f:.shermen mahlng to pursue 1t was C

-

’ gi-eatly 1ncreased. Goverrunent regulatlons then 1ntervened u.nt:Ll

M

how’ practlcally the onlyr way to obtaln a 1obsrter llcense is to 1nher:|.t ‘

one from a close relat:.ve« The lobster season 1s a very short one,
.of appronmately two month duratlon, beglnn:Lng 1n the latter part oi‘ R

‘. _May and rlm:n:Lng unt:Ll m:Ld—July. The 1obster flshermen then engage .

o 1n other flshlng act:.v1t1es, they fish for cod w:|.th g:l_'l.l nets '

through July and August, and 1n late August or early September

“sw1tch to jiggers. S .  .';

On a smaller scale, some men flsh for lump roe- a small amount

“.of turbot and flounder are also cau,ght, as are’ squ:Ld and herrlng,

-when market condltlons are favourable to those flsherles. The -

-, whom are flshermen's w1ves. '.In tradltlonal flshn_ng communltles in -

p conununity also has_a small f:.sh plant and a modest local construct:.on o

: lflrm whlch h:l.re ‘a number of local residents.‘ Though a few men work

at the f:.sh plaxrt, most of the employees are women, the maJorlty of

'the past, WOmen were allottedthe task of spread.mg the flsh for

[

'dry:.ng Although their work at the plant :.nvolves a d:l.fferent method

[REPP R, et Camtrm 3

ORI
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comn.ng f:Lsh:Lng season... . - B

L "stored in the tradlt:.onal manner, i‘or use. during the ensulng w:Lnter.

- a town center, the Jesse Russell Bu:l_ld:mg, ‘80 named :!.n honour of the

' stat:.on, supplemented in recent years by the bl-weekly presence of a

’3.7

C s

’ oi‘ process:mg f:Lsh, 1t is, bas:.cally an extens:.on of the role that

./ / . Lo

G women in earlier years played :Ln the i‘lshery. 3" '

o Mainly due to increased prices, and bettjr gear and working -

: cond:Lt:Lons, flshermen generally no: longer need ‘to supplement the:Lr

.

T -_1ncomes - other than w:.th the Unemployment Insurance beneflts Wthh
they collect durlng the mnter months. - Throughout thls penod of

‘ ‘. the year, the men are oecup:Led bulld:mg and repalr:.ng gear for the

Prlor to the concluswn of the f1sh1ng season 1n the faJ_'L, most

- of the men ln the cormmmlty, whether full—t:.me flshermen or not, . e ;‘ N
. . B /.

.A‘spend a. day or two jlggmg cod. ‘I'hls is then salted, drled and ‘

Young people who do not go Mon the water" have l:.ttle opt:;.on

(

. other than to leave the comnmnlty and usually the prov1nce to seek
’employment. ) Some members of) the. comnnmn.ty work farther af:.eld on

constructlon sltes, returm.ng home ohly ‘on weekends end a number :

‘

- _.,commute to vork: :mland to the larger center of Gander.

The communlty has a number of small grocery stores wh:.ch

" prov:Lde an J.ncome for thelr proprietbrs and supply most of . the needs

' of the locals resn.dents. The prov:anial government recently erected ‘

xe

p SR

communlty's oldest c1t1zen, who llved to the r:.pe old age oi‘ one o "m
l- _hundred and four. Offlcially opened in 1968, it -houses the commun- "
':Lty counc:_'l. offlce, cou&‘thouse, post offlce_llbrary a.nd publ:Lc ‘

Jhealth nu.rs:.ng offl,ce. ‘It is-also the site of a small nurs:Lng "
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te religious denomlnat:.on or- 8ex. The organ::.zat:.on of longest standlng
“in the commun:Lt.y is the Loyal Orange Assoc1ation, which vas formed

N ;At.here in 18’77 The Lodge bulldlng was constructed one year lat.er, .' . ,'" o Ao

_ t.he year, has a soup or "pot 1uck" supper, and a sale oi‘ baked and ‘

. lmit..te:dk gocd.s.' Occasion.ally one of the groups w:_ll sponsor a.

PL .
4 B R )
! doctor from the -nearb‘y cottage. hospital at Weslejv.ille. L ‘
III - Social Life . -
The soc:.al life oi‘ Musgrave Harbour 1s reflect.ed 1n—1ts o
.'conurru.n:Lty organizations, most- of wh:Lch are d1v1ded according to o § -

1

and rema:.ns there today - It has been t.he scene of many concerts,

U meet:.ngs and ot.her local events.‘ New Ycar s Day of each year was . e j
heralded by - a Loyal Orange parade, followed by a supper and concert A '
at ‘the- lodgea ,lhe ent:.re concert, consistlng oi‘ locally composed | C ‘ﬂ - 4 ;
‘dlalogues, songs and recltations, was peri‘ormed byathe men of t.he : T

. Lodge. The songs were, as one local resldent expla:.ned, "based on; . / |
Idanly work," and were mostly songs of the sea. : The Lodge has ln - g .
recent years declined in s‘bature, and durlng the past decade the ,. o 5 o

"':New Year's tradlt.lon has ceased to be observed. - 7 .
T;ere are two women s church groups :Ln the communitr the - N
lUn:Lt.ed Church Women's Assoc:l.at:.on and its SalvatiOn Army squ:.valent,w.
':-t.he Home-'League. In an endeavour “to raise money for the part:.cular‘ ' ,
. :Lnt.eresbs of their church, each group, at var:.ous t:.mes throughoub | ‘:

. .o - : - e L. L
e e e e . . - L s - R . . . [ N . — e I R
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.who mshed to .see the concert. .

‘_cont:.nues through the m.nter urrt:x_l S‘prlng wh:.ch heralds the beg}nm.ng

. ‘_F:Lshermen's Ball wh:.ch is held each sprlng at One of the local

"umghtclubs.« e —

S

- comnunity concert though that phenomenon has become someth:.ng bi‘ a

o rarity in recent years. One such concert held :Ln 1980 was 80 well o E

‘ rece:Lved that ‘some., of the would—be audlence had to be turned away

at the door- the hall was s:mely not blg enou,gh to accomodate all

T . The 1oca.'l. volunteer f:.re brlgade serves a soc:Lal as.- well as a .

o practlcal‘fu.nctlon- ‘ :Lt holds monthly b:.ngo games whlch are generally
,well attended. ) In re ent m&nths a branch of the Llons Club was

o i‘ormed J.n the comrmm:. Ve

“A relatlvely rec nt addlt:.on 15 in the form of two nlghtclubs, ‘
these have been 1n exlstence approx:unately ten years. For many

years strong rellglous opposrtlon in. the commtmlty prevented the :,,

openlng oft any sort of l:Lquor establlshment. At each of the clubs '

dart leagues have been organ:l.zed. Each club has a ladles' and a

o men s league, :Ln add:.t:Lon to a "mlxed" league, :Ln whlch men and

—_—

" woren play together. The darts "seasor1" beglns in the fall and

' ‘oi‘ the flshing season. The demands of ‘the f:Lshery 1eave l:Lttle time I

. ‘Afor darts or other soc:.al act:.ntles S0 that moﬁt-Prganlzatﬁ_OH s are O

suspended for the summer months. Each dart league hae an annual

. party, to conclude :Lts actlv:.t::.es, whlch consmtsr of a supper and

. dance and at whlch trophles are presented to the w:mn:mg teams. g .

One of the blggest SOCl&l events of: the year is the annual

i
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“In July of each year the ent:.re communl’oy celebrates w:.th a '

' Husgrave Harbour Day.

'\from Frlday evenln.g u.ntll Su.nday.

They :|.nclude a M:Lss Musgrave and

The actual event.s occur’ over a whole weekend, .

T a L1ttle M:Lss Musgrave pageant, a demollt.:.on derby and a supper and -

'gdance on Saturday n:.ght.
R ‘ comprised of floa‘c,s designed by vam_ous comnnmn.ty groups.

" one. of the few events 1n whlch the ent:.re commum.ty part,lclpatee. ‘

'_‘more frequent occurrence.
one hundred%h birthday, a parby was held for hn.m at which pract,i— ;

cally the ent:.re populat:.on wasuln at'bendance.

In the past, event,s organJ.Zed by the whole commumty were a

The h:.ghl:.ght -of the occas::.on is a parade

—

On the occaslon of Uncle Jesse Russell'

It is

On Jc,he arr:n.val of "

o ‘the "Brendan" to the:.r shores, the people oi‘ Musgrave Harbour

‘:an:.t.ed t.he crew to parblclpate 1n a: celebrat:.on t,o commemorat,e

' ‘-bhe event, agaln, mos'h of the re51dents a’c,tended.1

Ch:leren i‘or the most part, are left to pursue *the:.r own.

.."ul

soclal actlv:.tles.

1

See T:.m Severln, The Brendan Vozage (London:fHutchn.nson and
Co., 1978), pp. 262—265. o ‘ -
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fdr bOys there are cub scouts.
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by adults' for g:Lrls there are browrues, gu:Ldes and pathf:mders, and

' Most oi‘ the orlglnal 1nhab1tants of Musgrave Harbour professed

an aJ.'Leg:umce to the Church of Engla.nd and dur:mg 1ts early

S

o~
v.‘

There are, however, a nu.mber oi‘ groups orgam.zed o
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. in the local school. By 1893, a Method:n.st Ghurch was under c0nstruc— Lt

Lok

i‘ormat:u.ve years the comrrrun:t.ty was ns:.ted by an ,Angllcan mlm.ster
“ L) .

i‘rom Fng.' Nearby Bonav:Lsta Bay had seen Methodlst mlss:l.onarn.es .

establlshed there for a number of years. Thelr :Ln,fluence had : ._ ca

’ eventually spread to Muddy Hole, fi‘or w1th the settlers from

Bonav.l.sta had come the:n.r Wesleyan rel:.g:Lous bel:Lefs. )

A number oi‘ dJ.sputes ensued between the two denomlnatlons, .

. mostly because in l:.eu of a chu.rch, rel:.g::.ous se‘rv:i.ces were conducted

g t:Lon at Musgrave Harbou.r, and the follow:.ng year the comrmm:n.ty _‘

rece:wed its first m:Ln:Lster with the arr:l.val of Reverend Henry Lew:Ls. s

.

. The phy51cal presence of a church structu.re an.d an 'offlcal' ;

' ma_n:Lster probably helped remove whatever antagOnism existednbethfeen

;

A the Method:n_sts and the. followers of- the Church of England. At any

A rate, by the turn of the cerrtury, the latter fa:Lth had d:l.ed out in,

Musgrave Harbour, probabl)r because the Angllcans had ‘not buJ_lt a. R (
church there and consequently, many people cohverted to Methodlsm. .
" The . populatlon of Dot:mg COve was entlrel.y Mqthodlst but :Ln

1890 the i‘:Lrst Salvatlon Arnw meet:.ng was held there. By the earl’y

A

900'9 the Salvatlon Army was beglnnlng to make 1ts presence i‘elt in

the rellglous 11fe of the comrmmlty, and shortly thereafter the . E

fn.rst "barracke" was bu:th in Dot:p.ng Gove.l-2 ’ '_ o yﬂ_ S

In 1901 an extene:.on was added to the ex:.stlng Method:Lst Chu.rch o

to accomodate the grown.ng pOpulatlon. Twenty—five years later the
! N - g'ﬁ l.' . :f _ N

o 1 ~2 arra@ks 5 the colIOqulallsm locall;r employed to refer to
the Salvat:.on Army Citadel: . . Ty o ‘

B
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“ ;Ch‘UI‘Ch was tOI‘n down and 'a hew one, by this tlme ‘the Un:Lted Church‘

o j"'.was ‘built: on the 51te and officially Opened in 1928. 2 '~ - ‘ '
S e mfluence o.t_the Salvation Army gradually spread from Dotmg
; c y : ‘Gove to Musgrave Harbour and Ragged Harbour. ‘In 1957 the present
A ::_: Salvation ArﬂW C:Ltadel, by far ‘the largest church in the comrmmity
Q\\h A : e . "‘was bu.llt, thls t:Lme in, Musgrave Harbour. By the 1950'3 Pentecostal
I o missionaries had arrived in the area, and 1n 1959 a Pentecostal

‘ .;:Church Was bu:th in Musgrave Harbou.r.- .A few years later the

; Jehovah's Wltness i‘aith attracted some of the res:.dents and in 196h

R - - a small K:Lngdom Hall was erected in the comrmm:l.ty.

) " PR . e w5 Y
o £ S etk e b RS o om .

o _The Un:l.ted Church congregatlon was by this time c0ns:|.derably

; L \,4 Ca L declined. . Though a. new chu.rch was built 1n 1969, t was smaller than v

AU e T A
i -

N ‘had- been any of :Lts predecessors.‘ The largest religlous denomlnatlon

in the community at the present ‘time lS the Salvatlon Arnw, w1th the

ISR

R f RO 'Pentecost Assembly running " second. - 3
) el : v
! .V -~ Education i
The f:.rst schoolhouse, a small one-room structure, was, erected . 1 i
oo L 1n Muddy Hole 1n 1851 by the local residents. 13 Thesg endentally ;
received .at least verbal assistance in their endeavours from the -
e . Wesleyan School Soc:.ety, who claimed ownership of the new building. )
L The conmrum.ty s i‘irst teacher, Charles Harris, arrived there :Ln S
a3 JUTAREN n ;
. Pleman Phl;l‘.l‘p AHleS, P l2._ -
.v é ) ',‘>“
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. 4.,:duct1ng Methodlst services. at the comrnun:l.ty's only school. The:Lr

J.tself was partlally destroyed in the i‘lnal conflict.

\

. 1852.. In adda.tlon to his teach:Lng dut:.es, Harrls, l:.ke many of hls ‘

) counterparts in Newfoundland at the time, conducted Methodlst church

. -» .

services. at the school. Throughout Newi‘oundland there was already

controversy betWeen ‘a number of rellg:.ous denomlnat:.ons concern:.ng

the educatlonal system. Muddy Hole was not w::.thout :Lts 1nvolvment
7 in the d:l.spute.' A number of local resldents, adherents to the -_ -
Church of England who had ass:.sted 1n the constructn.on oi‘ the school, '

‘were less than favourably disposed to the 1dea of the1r teacher con--

"dlsi‘avour eventual{’\led to a row between the two rel:l.glous groups. .

By 1862 the dlspute had’ become ‘more than a. Verbal one. Harrls fled-, L

{

B fro‘m the communlty, reportedly in fear for h:Ls lit‘e. The school " 3

w

Orlglnally under the Jurlsd:.ctlon of the Greenspond School

Board, the school had, sometlme pI‘lOI‘ to thls 1nc1dent, been trans-'

(ferred to the Fogo Board.v That Board refused to supply a new

‘".,'teacher, :Lns:Lst:Lng that the resn.dents who had damaged the school

'proferred were by thls t:Lme more acceptable to the general

:A were respon31ble for repalrlng it. ‘The dlsagreement contn.nued in a*

‘stalemate i‘or the next three years, but was eventually settled and
the school re-opened in 1865. . The n::ayg\one John Brown o
Wheeler, wa.s, llke hls predecessor, ember of the Methodlst falth B

V and a lay preacher. . Elther Wheeler or the rellg:l.ous bellefs he; -

populace, i‘or he remalned ‘as the local schoolmaster fSr the

V 1’+ :"Plem.a.n ,Phil.ip HiCkS',» p. 13_'.1'14_;." ; »

-
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:zfollowlng twenty—four years.

The or:.glnal school bu:l.'l.d:.ng lasted unt:ll 1882, when a new one_ 2

was constructed. Ch:lldren from Dotlng Cove attended t the school at

"A .

MusgraVe Harbour.. Ragged Harbour had 1ts own school, erected there' o L
by the locsl inhabiténts.. -

From the twentleth century onwards 1t 1s dlfflcult to separate

rellglon and educatlon 1n the area, thelr hlstory is 1nexorably

bound together., In 1908 The Wesley Hall was completed 1n Musgrave

oL s
Harbour. Thls building was, i‘or the next i‘orty years, to serve a
'dual purpose° :I.t functloned as the school house and as a soclal

‘_'center for the entlre conmum.ty._ Here, concerts, soup suppers,

't::mes' , 'meetings and numerous other social actlv:l.tles were held.

At approximately the same tlme the Wesley Hall was u.nder o

- constructlon at Musg'rave Harbour, a school wag belng bun_lt for. the

f:.rst t:Lme at chks Hill ‘in Dotlng Cove. The erectlon of that

build:mg testli‘les to the 1ncreas:Lng 1nfluence of‘ the Salvat:.on '

,Army under whose ausplces 1t was- belng constructed. From- thls

”date onwards, the school wh:Lch chlldren o:[‘ the area attended was

determ:Lned by the rellg:u.ous ai‘f:l_llatlons oi‘ the:Lr parents.
Although most of the ch:lldren 1n the conummity attended school

on-a regular basis, in the spring and early i‘all enrollmezrb decl:.ned

'f_:'marked.'_l.y.l The absence oi‘ students that time of year was largely due
' .. to the. f:\.shery. When i‘am:l_l:.es moved to off—shore islands for the
~~'_flsh1ng season they could hardly be expected to leave the:Lr

_'ch:ldren behmd :Ln Musgrave Harbour.. In any case, boys e:.ght years '

Lot

.
¢

1.
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; .\" : T of age and older tradltlonally went flshmg w:.th the:.r fathers., .' .' L ‘
- ‘ ‘. ':— Daughters too would have the:.r share of. respons:l.bn_llty. The:,r shared
3 ) 1n the:Lr mothers' task of drylng the f:Lsh or they- were - engaged to o " N
’ \ look ai‘ter thelr younger siblings wh1le thelr parents worked.. : ‘
P . | 'b 'Though attendance at school dur:l.ng the W1nter months was fau-ly L
‘ .,'consn.stent ﬁn the eyes of the local res:.dents, formal educat:.on _'ibf?
L Iev:.dently ranked sec0nd to the more mundane business of earn.ing a - }
'-.liv:Lng A ch:ld's presence at the fishery precluded a.ny formal :
. ‘.SChOOllng, but wh:.le there hlS education sti_‘Ll contlnued.' Fn.sh:mg e ,
L j 2 iwith h:.s fathbr, a boy 1earned the slclls he would need to earn a 'A B - " 4
; .’ - Urrt.il 1942 the Salvat:.on Aruw school was a. slngle room structure BEEED ’
?-» , : - w:l.th onl;,r one teacher to instruct o:‘.‘ten upwards oi‘ eighty ch:.ldren, TR
\: - from grades ‘one to eleven. The 191+2 buJJ.d:Lng, th:.s tlme constructed {
: A ) o ' : .:Ln Musgrave Harbour, boasted two rooms, and with the add::.tlonal _‘ ‘ z
,‘ h N .. R "classroom came an add::.t:.onal teacher. ' Converts to the Salvat:l.on 1\.rm)r '. ) 1
ﬁ—;-———m— S :."::mcreased and subsequently 50 d:Ld the number of children attending o ;
R | ."the school. As the enrollment :anreased add:.tmnal 'classrooms a.nd ;
| add:.t:.onal teachers were added to the school. . _. . '
: UIn 19!48 the Methodlsts (by now the Um.ted Ghurchﬁof Canada) | R
: . constructed a small two—room school. Though the Wesley HaJ_'L contln— ; - | '"~ o
. " ued for many years to i‘unctlon as a soc::.al center, :.t had fin:l.shed . ,
-.-.operat:l.ng as a school. . o _ o . . | ,
; S - . The SalvatiOn AI'HV, wh::h by thls/ t:.me had become a rather . o j' -
‘ o ‘dominant force in the areeu was. reapons:l.ble, in 1961, for the ‘ . | ‘
. . N :
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Church and tl{é Salvat:.on Arrrw elementary echools attended the new

construct:l.on of a 1ocal hlgh school. Ch:_ldren from both the Unlted o

h:.gh school.- ‘The school in Ragged Harbou:ﬂ', whlch had been bu:lJ.t by s

the Salvat:.on Army, cont:Lnued to operate as an elementary school'
Y

d
Musgrave Harbour.

'; students beyond the grade. gix" 1evel attended the h:Lgh school at )

/

With the ii.ntegrat:l.on of the Protestant school boards throughout s

)
th,e prov:.nce, the newly c0nstructed h:l.gh school came, in 196‘2, u.nder

‘the jurlsdlct:l.on of the Terra Nova Integrated School Board.: The

Board subsequently closed the school at Ragged Harbour and J.ntroduced" :

a bus:Ln.g sy:stem.: Ch:l_ldren froﬁ Ragged Harbour and others who llved

' a d:Lstance of a m:_'l.e or . more. from the school travelled there ’oy bus.

Though the local Salvat:.on Army 51gned over control of the’ high
echool to the Terra Nova Board, they mainta:med under the terms of
the agreement -a v01ce in the runnlng of the school. : |

The Terra I\Tova Board had bu:L'Lt, ad;)acent to the h:Lgh school,

_ new elementary school wh:Lch was offlc:.ally opened in the spr:.ng of

-~

ot

1980 From the t:.me the Terra Nova Board assumed respons:.b:lllty for ’

the schools in the area, “tHe. Salvatlon Army had i‘unctloned as an

elementary school and the smal.ler United Church school housed the o

L prJ.mary grades. “With the opem.ng of the new elementary school the .

two older bu:L'l.d:mgs ceased to operate as educatlonal 1nst1tutions

-«l"t

K - N e ~,J . .
them. T K o ,'. -5” ' o

N *w .

' and were returned to the churches yhich -had" orig:.nally constructed

The elementary and high schools in the commun:.ty now COnst:Ltute' Lo
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i at the introduction of .the re-organized high school program, the : .
g’ core subjects are English, ‘Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies S
o ' (Hist.ory or GeograPhY) -
ti':' - " . o 1‘.‘. . s : ‘: . “':; 4
VB - N:‘ = T
» .l v

RN e srres e e,
.~

) f v ° a joint complex, w:Lth 4 number of shared i‘ac:lities,( mcluding. a
f - m S gymnaswm and a libra;y—resource centen. Grades kindergart.en through
. f _ L T " gix are- cOntained 1n ‘the elementary aection. The -high- school - A
E v e s - tcOnsists of grades seven to eleven, and like all other secondary
E ) 'schools throughout the prov:.nce :,t is. preparlng for the forthcomlng
P % —- L , . introduction of grade twelve into the educational system. ' ‘
E : ; : Cu,rrlculum 1nstruction in the primary sectom(grades lcinder-:
. ‘\ . ‘. garten to three) i‘ocuses largely on the acqun.s:x.tion oi‘ reading as a
' | ‘T’ - | . sk:L'Ll. Rudimentary mathematics is also taught, a10ng ‘'with some .
) ? i ‘\_'fphysmal education, mu31c, asc1ence and health sc1ence.,n A new 8001&1'
. K 6.- . | studies program is. currently in the process oi‘ ben;g 1ntroduced to
. o the schobl- it is planned that the child will . i‘irst begln by studying
hlmseli‘;-then respec’t:,iv-ell_.}r his home and his commun:l.ty. The elemen—-
, A . tary curriculum 1s basically an extension oi‘ subJects taught :2;1 the
3 - Ezimary grades., The pr1mary empha51s on reading cont:x.nues t’hrrough -
‘ R - to grade s:Lx-' however, the curr:Lculum is expanded somewhat to
" ? ) ‘ .- | - ‘. n.nclude Hlstory and Geography and very recently a smattering of
— B l -French. By the t:Lme a student reaches junlor high school he is .-
; . BRI af‘:t‘ohrded a “minimum opt:x.on 1n areas he may wish to study further. - In C
g | addit:.on to the core subjects i‘or his grade, he may': 'elect to study '
% ’ - o or om:Lt from his currlculum mdustrial arts or mus:Lc.:_l:5 At the |

>

o oo 15 The ! "oore curriculum" consists’ of those sub;jects which the
et provincial Department of Education has deemed contribute the.most
' to the student's intellectual development and consequently mst be

e N

studied by all students.. At the.present time, and die to be altered .
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"_ Asen:Lor high level a student's Options have w1dened slightly to the o o -

extent that he may elect to pursue a general or an academic course

-

‘of study Th:l.s choice is not as comprehensnre as it might appear;

in essence, a student may opt to, study mathematlcs and Engllsh L ‘_ ;

r

‘_programs designed for potential unJ.versJ.ty entrants or he may

coni‘:.ne himself. to learning a ‘more bas:Lc lmowledge of the two _
E .- subjects, a course intended only to afford h1m a high school diploma.
- :The secondary school student has one other academic alternative' to

Vi' choose between one of the two sclences pffered by his: school o

In addltion to its graded educational system, the school at '

" 'Musgrave Harbour has two learning centres, one. dt- each of the prn.—- -

I'mary and elementary sectors. The purpose of the learn:mg centre
: 1s t.o provide smal]_-group and- when necessary, 1nd.1v1dual agsis—
a3 tance, to children w:Lth any sort of learn:l.ng probCLem, whether it be '
' academlc, soc;al or phys:l.cal. There is also one special education /
c ‘tlass for children whose abiln.ties, as decided by the school do
~' not enable “them to learn in a 'regular'\ classroom. Such a teachlng-
. learning 31tuat10n has at least one advantage ln 1ts flexib:\lity,
‘the teacher is not coni’ined to a definite curriculum but :Ls expected
‘ ,_'to vary :Lnstructions to meet the individual needs of his students.
‘In 1980 the special educatn.on class had one partial work—study
'program. One teenage boy from the class i‘ished with hlS i‘ather and
attended school part—time, attending during the seasons and days s
'when it’ was not possible to fish. The boy 8 father ‘and. h:LS teachers o

- c00perated to determlne between them the’ sldlls he would requlre to

'
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. :vﬂlng, others see the f%eld trlp as a. trlvaal and’ often*wasteful

pursue a 11v1ng at the flahery. They dlfferentlated betWeen Skllls L

"whlch could only be acqulred by on—ths-Job tralnlng and those which
"could bé taught by the school. |

Though remlnlscent of the tendency 1n -former years to remove ° -

'chlldren from. school to a531st with fishing, thls case 1s very much
. an 3;feption to the general rule.~ A student would ordinarlly never
ﬁ.bs given the school's permlsslon to defer academlc studles in order W““'
3'to pursue a JOb Opportunlty. Durlng the summer holldays when school f.

“is closed most young boys and 1n recent years many glrls, w1ll

: spend at least a day or two flshlng Wlth thelr fathers. Whereas in ::

the past a child was expected to do hlS share of the work, nowadays

though he _may help w1th the- flshlng, hls enJoyment of the occaslon

'_ is above all stressed. In thls manner some measure of indlgenous

.‘{educatlon pertalnlng to the father's occupatlon contlnues, however,:
:1,w1th the re—openlng of school in September all such excur31ons for
ithe chlld cease." One attempt made by the school.to relate in a
-meanlngful way to the world“out51de the classroom comes in the form

"of the 1ncreas1ngly popular field trlp. A field' trlp can range from \

-

' a stroll along the communlty's beach 1n search of ro”ks and. sea

”shells to a. bus trlp to Gander, d951gned to afford students a gllmpse

at more sophlstlcatedpmrsuits and " amusements.. Though v1ewed by some S

’-1'teachers as an 1mportant and eVen v1tal part of the chlld's school—

., O T

2

excurslon." T :

_.|

' On the surface at least the school, being the direct responslr '

blllty of the Terra Nova Board, is now freed from local communlty .

N
]
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~and vrelig'ious conflicts. The local Salvat:Lon Army oi‘ilm.als are
nonetheless not unw:.lllng to voice thelr d:Lsapproval of school

| -' a'ct:Lv:Ltles whlch they cons:Lder to be outside the bou.nds of the:Lr
ethlcs. The Pentecostal hlerarchy has gOne even further, to the - |

', extent oi‘ forbldding the;Lr chn_ldren to part:l.clpate in certa:.n
curr;Lcular and extra—currlcular act1v1t1es- «There has‘even been‘
some d:l.scuss:LOn amOng the Pentecostal membersh::.p, :l.n recent months, |
. of the poss:.bll:l.ty of bus:l.n,g thelr chlldren some twenty mlles away
.to Carmanv:llle, 80 that they mlght attend the Pentecostal school ,

- 'there. Should such an unl:.kely event occur, the local echool would

‘ be the 103er for m.th decl:Ln:Lng ‘énroIlements, a consequence of a’

+

. N
drop in the birth. rate, 1t is hav:Lng diff:l.culty ms:l.ntainlng its

_ present quota of teachers. .

The conmnm:n.ty and 1ts school system that we have ;)ust descr:.bed

,prov:Lde the context_ for _chlldren s calenda.r customs whlch w111 be :
the object of discussion in ‘the following‘ cha'pters; A descrlpt:l.on |
of children's calendar customs in Musgrave Harbour is: preceded by
- “'a survey oi‘ l:.terature to date on -the t0p1c of" ch:leren s calendar

- celebrations. R T S e e T

s
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) of calendar customs for the sake of posterlty

: «J.n 1725 as- Antlgultates Vulgares' or the Ant1gu1t1es oi‘ the Common

(Port Washington, N.W.s . Kennlkat Press, 1973) p- N oo

A

"’ '3.: CHILDREN'S CALEWDAR CUSTOMS: = A SURVEY OF THE:SUBJECT MATTER

AL
.l'\

From the t:Lme in; 18!+6 when W:t.ll:.am Thoms first suggested

' replaclng the outmoded term "pOpular antiqult:.es" w:l.th the word

"Folklore" the study of calendar customs was a preoccupatlon ‘of

-that the study ‘of calendar customs had 1ts begmnings at that po:Lnt.

Academic:.ans belonglng to the ant:.quar:.an school whoee avowed m* '

© was to preserve from ext:.nctlon those aspects of malnly country

of . fadmg from popular usage, percelved calendar customs as bemg

among the most vulnerable. Consequently, early antiquarians and .
succeed:.ng folklor:l.sts sought to collect and record the observance .

"",

"The heart of. anthuar:.an folklore lav in custom, and part:.cu—-
1

' larly in calendar custom“* In maklng this statement Rlchar% Dorson
was underlinlng the 1mportance attached-to Jcl?lendar customs by the ., - ‘
-Br:.t:.sh predecessors of modern folklorlstlcs/ Henry Bourne s

: collectlon of parochial customs and calendrlc festlv:.tles appeared

R.'Lchard DOI‘SOn, ed Folklore Research Around The World

[ O

’ many of that dn.sc1p11ne s early disclples. ThlB is not to suggest Coe

-

'llfe which its members judged to be tradltional, quaint and 1n danger_'.'-'

e

St i S NAAT s oA - 45

!

e aati R Rt T T e



I . .
s S B P

T rmErind

. after the publicetlon of Pogular Antlgultle . Throughout his book, .

| Peogl . Bourne's “work was rev:Lsed, up—dated ‘and republlshed a -

‘ number ‘of t:r.mes. Brand' S. revision, Popular Antiquitles, was: seen

-as more than a laudable effoz't by ‘British folklorlsts, whom Dorson

crltlclzed for’ thelr lack- of progressmn, when he stated 'Engllsh

3 Folklore studles have followed th:Ls rubric’ rlght up* to the present

' scarcely a-year passes but the same; volume 1n slightly new des:Lgn ’

'1ssues from the press" 2
Among those d:.rectly traceable to Brand's 1nfluence ia W:lllam

Hone ] ThLT_b.J.E_L_K; wh:Lch was publlshed 1n 1827, flfty years C

Hone stressed hls :|.ndebtedness to Brand, from whom he quoted

extens:Lvely. . T. Sharper Knowlson s 1910 edlt:Lon, The OriLns of

'_ Por ular Su erstitlons and Customs, was - agam an extens:.on of - Brand'

C -earl:n.er work. Contlnu:l.ng with thls trend, AR. Wright and T. E. Lones .

s

brought out 1n 1936 the:Lr contr:.butlon, Brltish Calendar Customs, -' T '

- _in two volumes. As proof of the authentlclty of thelr materlal, the g

authors referred to sm:L'Lar flnd:mgs by Brand. Chr:.st:.ne Chaundler..',

\

e Mn' ook of Anc:Lent Customs, released in 1968 oited the

] ggular Antlguitles among the pr:.nc:.ple sources oi‘ reference. The s

= & N

_llst of Brand's followers ‘is practlcally endless, those ment:Loned

S here should suff:.ce to demonstrate the tenaclous nature of Brand'

inf luence . "

. This trendin i‘olklore scholarsh:\.p cOnti.nued right through the

n:meteenth and into the contemporary twentieth century, with |

~l. [ . i ; R
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est yearly festlval belng the most abundant. 3

: " . -
A —_—

An exhaust:.ve

successmn of collectlons dom:.nated ‘the fleld of folklor:.st:.cs. )
.‘. S

- . l. The chlef and often sole concem ‘of these collect:Lons, as stated 'by v

< -thelr respect:we comp:Llers was the preservatlon of tradrtlons whn.ch,

‘t

‘ ":.to thelr eyes, were rapldly evaporatlng A 1arge majorlty of these '

X ,collectors appeared to be gu.icied almqst' entlrely by the theory which

B " Dundes rei‘ers to .as the "devolutlonary prenn.se"' “Progress meant

" collectlons of customs assorcn.ated w1th Chrlstmas, seen as the great—-. =

.—-. -

1eav1ng the past beh:Lnd. : From thls perspeotive, the noble savage '

and the equally noble peasant - folklorlstlcally speaking - Were .

C - dest:Lned to lose thelr folklore as ‘they. marched meluotably towards

G
&

o

'cinllzation" ko
Change was seen as essentlally a negatlve happenlng. , CollectorS'
'sadly lamented the erosmn of tradltions wh:.ch, until modemlst:.c

. .'-concerns 1ntruded had been_both longlast:mg and v:Ltal to man. The:"

a

3 Books about Chnstmas range from, those deal:.ng with- some of

"the more anc:.ent Yuletlde traditiqns to those corcerned with the

relatively new Santd Claus phenomenon, -such ds:~ Clement A.Miles
Christmas in Ritual and Tradition (Imdon-' P, Fisher Unwin, 19135

. T.G. . Crippen, . "Christmas and Christmas.-Iore (Detr01t- Gale Research'

Company, 1971, first published in. 19235. ‘William S, Walsh, The HRUR
Story of Santa Klaus (Detroit: Gale Research Company, 1970, “first
published in 1909). Willis E. Jones, The . Santa Claus Book (New . ™
York:. Walker and Company, 1976)., Tristram Potter; Eof'fln, The Book -
of Christmas Folklore (New York: Seabury Press, 1973). "Fora -~ .

- description of a particular custom, the Philadelphia Mummers Parade, "

" " held each Christmas season, see CharlesLJelch, Oh! Dem Golden

Sllpgers (New York' Thoma s Nelson, 1970)

o l’ Alan"‘Dueres, ."The Devolutlonary Premise in Folklore Theory" o

A
Ay
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m hn.s 'Analﬂ:.c Essgxs in Folklore (The Hague' Mouton, 1975), p. A0 =
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“ validity "of Dundes' t‘bkeéis‘is, accentuated by the--‘ following remarks °

CN, J)v

of Drake—carnell, wr'itten) in. -‘1-93'8: "Progress is the enenw of -

- tradition. Before the growth of :Lndustr:.al 01t1es, old customs and

..

1n Britaln, for, if the customs we- keep would f:_ll a volume or two, o

those that hav'e decayed and dlsappeared would f:.ll a llbrary .5

- L. o . —_—

—_—

an apt summation of the 1deas shared by hls fellow collectors., In .

' seeklng t0. formulate a more acceptable dei'mltlon of folklore, Dan ‘

Ben-Amos also. noted these negatlv:.stlc tendenc:.es :Ln folklorisths" .

e

.- adg process rather than 1tem.6

In addltion to presernng that Wthh they felt wag threatened
w:Lth ext:mct:.on, & number of. the early co]lectors sought to find the .

orlgmal form of a tradltion and to establlsh the 1n1t1a1 reaSOn for e

L . . 1ts existence._‘ N‘owhere is the concept of the 'Search for Orlglns' .

custom. ' The oldest form of a’ custom was thought to be the most

.

veluable, and a.ny cha,nge with:\.n a trad:.tlon was to be 1amented.

', - 1_
- '

e ‘F. J Drake—Carnell, 01d. English Customs and Ceremom.es,
(London- B.T." Batsford Itd., 1938%, p. 58.° : R

S ' 6 See Dan Ben—Amos,' "Toward a Def:\.ni'blon of Folklore in'" Coe L
) _Context", - in Americo Paredes and Richard- ‘Bauman,.eds.; Toward New . -
Pergpectives in Folklore .(Austln- Um.vers:.ty of Texas Press, -
\. 1975 y PP- 3"15- - - e o '

-

. ceremonles wither and dle. Proof. of this can be found 1n-every c:Lty ,"'

0 Drake—Carnell's assessment oi‘ the degeneratlve natu.re of folklore 1s :

and urged the adOpt:Lon of an approach whlch centered upon folklore .

“ . ‘—'.' better ﬂlustrated than 1n the h:.story of the stud,y of calendar .

' ertn.ng oi‘ a tradlt:.onal Yule time rhynm, Gtrbhrie st.ated W1th obv:Lous

s .
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ve ot 0

i .\; ooy . the study of the1r remote orlgms prov:Lde valuable o
S Just as the -

oo,
R ]

' tlons that its real meaning can scarcely be arrlved at" 7

The attempt to rec0nstruct ancn.ent practlces and bel:.efs from.

present tradltlons contlnued. Researchers sought to reveal unknown ,

aspects of man' s past through the mvestlgatlon of his contemporary
folkloreﬁ When explalnlng h:Ls reasons i‘or presentlng a collect:.on

’ of calendar customs, George Long deolared-' ‘

.;.knowledge of the very beg:mnlngs of ‘human’ belie.
“ gelentist  can construct a 'missing 11.nk' from a few fragments
.of skull and bone or picture to us some vast and terrifying

. monsrber of the. L:Lass1c or Jurrasic: epoch from scanty vestiges:
' 1mbedded in the. rocks;. so can the ‘'student of folklore discover

| *Such was, the ~reason1ng that for many years pz:ompted the study of

>
s» '

e "‘.calendar customs. The fervor that surrounds the search for orlglns
' was not easﬂy dlmlm.shed. : In hls study. of European fest:wals, -
; publlshed in 1961 E Q.. James proposed an explanation for 'bhelr

. ’ R ex:.stence, s;.:ggestlng that the:Lr beg:mmngs m:.ght be traced to the o

‘Mlddle East and 1ts anclent rltuals.9‘- Buchanan, 1n 1962, was

~ L}

‘recommendlng an mtenslve mvestlgatlon of local customs in Ireland

N 1.h the: expectat:x.on that extens:ure data wolld yleld :Lnformatlon

¢ ot

- . y L ’ . S

2

7 E d. Guthrle, Old Scott:.sh Customs. Iocal and Genera.l
(I.ondon. Ham:tlté)n, Adams and - Co., 1885), P 164 : .

o S\George Long, The Folklore Ga.lendar (LOndon. Phlllp "'Allan, S
1930), ps 1. - - |

-—-1* '

o 9 E.O. James, Seasonal Feasts and Festlvals (London. Thames
. and’ Hudson, 1961) S

.”.‘—,55.“‘ e

reéret“- MThis rhyme —is‘nou so.~sadly; shorn of its o'rigimal propor=

iin _bhese’ anc1ent customs 'foss:Ll remalns' of human beliefst. 8
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- SR 'concernlng thelr hlstorlcal orlgme.lQ Many of the researchers, . -
! . such as Buchanan, relled on prlnted sources for their J.nformatlon,
and. consequently, descrlptlons were often glven in: 'the past o
=T -te'ns;.lj For them, the conteéxt in whlch the'. custom currently -
' | ' exlsted was of m:LnJ.mal 1mportance. " u.;
L With the,advent of the i‘unctlonallst approach, the exlstlng
: - .context was accorded a much hlgher prlor:Lty. .. Cuetoms however Were s ; o 3 ’
. Ny - often not invesrt:_gated solely to determlne the. manner in whlch theyP .‘ ‘
§ S | currently ftmct:Loned in rthe lives of the pe0p1e who celebrated them. AR . x
- ""..,They were 1nste;1d part. of a 1arger comparatlve study, m whlch : S i -
i S L COntemporary cust.oms weréd compared and contrasted w1th thelr o ' ’
' ; - I Co counterparts of the past.lz_2 St.:xll other folklorlsts contr:.ved to S : ‘
| ‘ . establlsh the s:umlarltles and dlfferences between the customs of -
o - o . one country and those observed in other parts oi‘ the world. 13. One 4
. | | ‘.of the most recent and mOSt comprehens:we works is- Venetla Newall' : ‘
E ‘An Egg at Easter. Newall conducted a thorough :anestlgatlon of the R » .
'...','.customs, rrvths, bellefs, games "and legends that un:Lversal man has - ':. . .
o s 10 Ronald H. Buchanan, "Galenda.r Customs. Part‘ II", 'Q_lﬂe_r N
Sa <Folklife, (1963), PP- 61—79 L N -
- C

co See, for example-" Margaret Baker, Follclore and Customs of
= gl Mam ‘(Totowa, New Jersey Jiowman and Littlefield, 197Ai,
. and Christina Hole, E_rg;l.:l.sh Tradltlonal customs (Iondon' B.T. = s
‘ Batsford Itd., 19a7) _ , T , :

s 12 "For examples of th:Ls comparatlve method Bees - Chrietiari,.- L
©-0Ld English Customs (London: Couwntry Iife Limdited, 1966). J.RW.  ~ - -
. Coxhead, - O1d Devon Gustoms (Ex.mouth- ‘The Raleigh Press, 1957), and
Laurence Wh:.stler, The English Festivals (London. WJ.Jllam Hememann
. Lbd, 1947). R ‘ e

s
N

. 13 Such as, Dorothy Gladys Spicer, The Book of Festlvals (New
¥Qrk' Woman's Press, 1937), and Margaret Baker, Fo]_klore and Gustohw

i . . 4 N,
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~ for centur:.es assoc:.ated with the egg. Her analysia mcluded a

a dlsb:l.nct geograph:_c area. In h:_s M1 Si_'l.ver and: No Brass. Henry ‘

g 1mpact of a mummers' chrlstmas play on'a conumm:.ty in, Ireland, are . S

| partn‘clpatlon in the tradltlon.

"of mzraJ.England. Coe .".

- Cﬁild.ren's mumming traditions: Melvin’ M. Firestone, "Mummers and .
. Strangers-in. Northern Newfoundland"™, p.. 62-75; Louis J. Chiaronunte,

" 'gll in Herbért Halpert .and-G.M. Story, ‘eds., Chri
ewfoundland (Toronto- Un:wers:.ty of Toronto Pre.ss, 19 9).

| 57

comparison of bot.h past and present customs, and of the tradltlonal: :

Some of the more: contemporary studles have been characterlzed h

/

,by a tendency to be more 5pecif1c than the earl:.er ones, 1n that.

Tthey have focused largely on one partlcular custom, genera]ly from .

‘Glas:ne has presented a. modern mterpre’ca‘blon of a tradlt:l.on as. it R

._exlsted appronmately forty years ago. HlS conclus:Lons, a~s to the ) - T

'based on the rememberances oi‘ a small group of old peOple. _ Halpert'

-

"‘.a,nd/Story's Chrlstmas Mummln,g in Newfoundland prov:Ldes an m—depth ' N
. ‘1ook at Muxmnlng in that prov:mce, and lS u.nlque 1n that lt uses a .
"comblnat:.on oi‘ three approaches. hlst.or:.cal, anthropologlcal and .. l

- folklorlstle. Although the ma:tn emphas:.s of the - respectlve essays :

S is, the adult mummer, some of them do refer to the ch:l.ldren s - Ty ' .
1, - | ST

The 'llttle Janneys' are mentloned,

L]

'- but we are pronded w:Lth only a’ cursory analysis oi‘ the:.r partlcular LR -

'.{role. :

. .

1k The follow:Lng three ~articles deal in vary:.ng deta:Ll with'

"Mumming in 'Deep Harbour':  .Aspects.of. Social Organization in --

Mumnming ‘and Drinking'*, p. 76-103; and John F. Szwed, "The Mask of.

Fr:l.endsh:Lp. Mumming as a Ritual of Social Relatlgshlpq" P 101+-118
mas Mimming in - .

.'egg' celebratlons oi‘ al number of count,rles. ' I _

RSP et SRR




o on Chr:.stmas Eve "15

" 1972), P 233,

Attentlon to chJ_‘Ldren' ] calendar cust.oms as a dlstlnct .
phenomenon has been extremely l1m1ted, with general works often
1nc1dentally l.ncludm,g a purely descr'ptlve accou.nt of chlldren s . .I
ce,lendrlc act1v1t1es, 1ntermlngled wi h descr:Lpt:Lons of adult .

behav:.ors.‘ Danaher for 1nstance, d scrlblng Chrlstmas celebratlons

o dn Ireland, :anorpora'bed 1n hle eplctlon of the over-all i‘amlly
' ) ‘brad:Lt:Lone the segments that belonged part.:_cularly to the ch:lldren. -

. ‘:.m"The welcome task of prow.d:ung the decoratlons usually fell to- the -

ch:ldren who for some -b:.me past had beén mak:.ng careful note of

o",',‘

_-hdlly, :wy, bay and other evergreens i‘or cu‘b'blng and br:.nglng home

Ch:l_ldren' s calendar customs have usuelly been mentloned on.'l.y as

; they perta:.n 'bo the larger area of fam:l.ly actlntles.ldfi In order to."
" fully comprehend thls trend in the st.udy of c&lendar customs, it s
'.-.necessary t0 examlne the broader field of children' s i‘olklore.‘ ThlS
'bendency to v1ew ch:L'Ldren as: m1nor parb:Lc:Lpanbs in adult tradlt:_ons

: ' lS not coni‘:med to the study of calendar custome, but for a long S

.tlme was a ublqultous trend :Ln folkéLore scholarehlp. In i‘act the

15 Kenn Danaher, The Year :.n Ireland (Cork' ” AThe/ l—vi‘er‘o-ier‘Pr’ees,.

16 See for mstance, A R. Wright and T.Es Lones, Br:.t:.sh

.+ Calendar-Customs: . England 3 vols. (Tondon: - THe Folk-Lore- Siciety,
© 1936); Trefor-M. Owen, Helsh Folk Customs (Cardiffs - National
. Mustum of Wales,' 19595

- and. Dorothy Gladys -Spicery Yearbook of
@gish Feet.lvals (Westport., Gomectlcut' Greenwood Press, 1972)
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Ghlldren (Oxford- Oxford University - Press, 1967

- 59

A & entire ares of children' 8. folklore has been largely negle'cted by

Ca scholars, and has only recently begu.n to come 1nto :Lts own ‘as a o
reputable fleld of study In 1959, the Oples clearly dlst:l.ngulshed

between the concepts of 'nursery lore' and Ch.'lld lore' w1th the

V former deflned as that which passes from adul't to chi_'id and, the -

1atter as. that which :Ls comrmm:l.cated between chnldren. 17 Prlor to .

: that t:.me, there was l:Lttle a.ttempt to mark a demarcation point

' between 'the folk_'Lore wh:Lch ch:\_ldren and adults share, and t.hat wh:Lch

1s the exclus:l.ve propert.y of, t.he former.. - L S : ‘-‘ ‘- f<

"Twentleth century scholars have paid more attention ’dhsn the::r

.:.Predecessors to. the cat.egory of ch:.ldren‘s lore."18 While acknowl—u )

i I

,edg:mg the valldlty of the preceding statement, in order to analyze 3

th-e reasons for the prev:uaus lack of 1mportance attached t.o tehild - o

lore' i we must probe further :Lnto the history of the study of chlld— '

)

hood. Phllippe Aries, 3.n his i‘amous study of childl:.i‘e, has 1ndleated o

'that for 1 long t:Lme in the hlstory of man, - ch:.'l.dhood' was:
essent:.ally ani u.nrecogn:_zed status. Because of the h:Lgh 1n_t‘ant

{ mortal:l.ty rate ch:ldren were s:mgularly um.mportarrt unt:l they had ‘

-,‘surv:.ved the flrst few precar:n.ous years of llfe. They Were then

- admitted d1rectl-y 1nto adult society, which 1nc1uded their

' "7 Tofa and ‘Peter'opié, The Lore .and"

age of Schooi-; Rr
' p.'l. L

18 Mary Sanches and -Berbara Kirshenblatt—Ginblett, "Children' s

L Traditionsl Spéech Play ani Child language",  in Barbara nrshenblatt‘_

"Gimblett , edsy @eech Plgx (Phlladelphla. Un:_versﬂ;y of’ Pennsylvan:.s
PreSS, 1976), p- ' Lo - o ) Lo e .
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o elm:l.ler manner Raum' s study of Chaﬁa Gh:.ldhood c%nters upon the

e pms o e B - e
[t .

, ,_:‘part.icipat:_on :Ln 1ts concomitant paatlmes and amusement e.l? In*a',

;ch:le in the trans:l.tional stage at which he entere adul'b soclety.zq E
Until adults ac}mowledged childhood ae a. d:.'stinct and 1mportan‘b

'phenomenon, they could hardly be expecbed to stud? 1t. Accox:ding to

CL bAr:Lee, an awareness of chn_ldhood began to develop 1n France by the ’

'g'end of the“ éeventeenth cent.ury, .for which development he offers the .

L followmg explanat:.en. "There can be no’ doubt that the import.ance
"_accorded to the ch:n_ld's pereonallty was 1inked to’ the growmg

: influence o:ﬁ Dhrlstianlty On life and maanners."21 Th:.s influence, ,'

fj,coupled w:l.t.h a gr.adual decline :|_n the number of 1ni‘ent deeths 1ed to o

e

v.*the eventual recogm.tion oi‘ childhood as an’ 1mportant developmental PR

ERES T

:ep:l.sode 1n an indlv:Lduel' s 11fe. ~' .

Once children were accorded a status that ‘was separate and

o

dist’inct from adulthood, th,ey were then removed from certe;m adult '

A\

1ni‘luencee. Whereas children had formerly part.icipated ln the

5

recreations oi‘ the:Lr elders, eueh pastimee were held to’ be unsultabler

,

for ch:.'l.dhood. Peter Brooks has explained ’ohat :Lt was at. th:Ls pom‘o

that. g literature written espec:.ally for chnldren began ‘to appear.

—Folktales and other forms of oral narratlon which had been listened o

*, e
v

E AW

19 Phj_'l.ippe Aries; Centuries of Childhoods: A Social Kisbory

of Famnlx ‘Life, trans. Robert Baldick, (New York: Mifred A “Knopf, - -

‘ 19 2)y. pp. -38-10.
20

'
o

See Otto Raum) Ghiiza Ciildbools A Dosei-tpbion of Tni genous

Education in an Bast African Tribe (london:. Oxford University Pressy -

: 19h05 especially-the section entitled-"The Entry of the Child into =
’ Soc:Lety", PP~ 67—102, gnd the, section on "Childhood", pp. 155—28h

. kries, pr 134, e e
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‘ stud:Les of ch:ldren s folklore' studles whlch, 1n actuallty were . s

‘ not of childlore ut of nursery lore.

‘ appl:l.ed not to ch:.l
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' 'I'he earllest’ 1nvestlgators of - any lore pertalnlng to ch:lehood )

ren but to adults for :|.nformat:1.0n. The Gr:.mms, ’

g R

e

I

A
_ to by‘ch:.ldren and adults together, Were rellnqu:l.shed by the latter
and »became -a means of prov:_dlng written moral instructlon for ’
N ch1ldren‘2:2'~ Arles eluc1dated the evolution of certa:u.n narratlve ) L ‘, b
forms as the property of chnld.ren when he stated'
- a" Iroier- for the necessary distancing between the adult' _ .
-and child's world to take place, children had to be ‘suffi- O 9
CoL ,c:Lently separated "from.adults by- boardlng—achools,——l-n—a—wor}.d -
o+ apart. ‘Tt was also necéssary that ‘the themes offeréd to them
cease to. be’ those of adults, and so ‘abandoned, became T
- 'avallable' 023 s R ‘ LR T
The mentallty whlch accorded to chnldren only that folklore wh:Lch -‘,' SR -
had been 'abandoned' by adults dlctated the trends of the f:.rst v : v

in. the early m.neteenth century, collected -and reﬁ‘rote for publlca- ‘ ‘
: :_,';tion, folktales whlch they had heard a‘so ch1ldren from the:.r ‘e‘ﬂ,w, ; m_:l ": ;
| pursemald. And Brunvand has sald of Amer:Lcan chlldren' s folklore. ' . ’ , %
- "The colleotlng tends to be - from gz%wnups recall:.ng the:.r youth L _ - h:
: :Lnstead of from the yquths themselves."z‘t‘ Though chlldren were ‘ -
- finally acknowledged to pbssess some 'lore' of the:Lr own, theyﬁ w—re a » :
. 22 Peter frooks, ed., ‘I’he Ch:_'l.dLs Part (Bostc:n' BeecOn Pree_s, _
1972) .- \ i -
: 23 Philippe Arles, "At the Point of Or:.gin," trans. Margaret R t
" Brooks, in Peter Brooks, ed. The Ch:]ld'g Part, p. 15. . L ook
2y Jan Harold Brunvand, The Studv of Amerlca.n Folklore (New -. -t ":'»"‘ | ‘;
York: W W. Norton, 19 8), p. 3.0 -, 3 _ Lo L 15
.-Q»‘ - ’ - . : r
Lo . . I
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not yet viewed by folklorists as reliable purveyors of that -
information. | ' ‘

. . ’

“The Victorian era in England was in large measui'e ‘responsible

. for the: accept.ance of chlldhood as a v:\.tally 1mportant concept
Queen'Vlctorla'e obv1ous llklng for the company of her o ~children )

i spread throughout the klngdom. Ebcplaln:l.ng the V:Lctorlan concept of

]
H
%
H
;/.
R
.
]

el childhood, Carol:me Garver decl" red. - "One would almost think “that

: ’ch:l_'l.dren were a new 1nvent10n, S0 sudden and over—whelm:.ng was

their popularlty w1th the Vlctorlans." 25 Chlldren themgelves were A

certalnly not new, but recogm_t:.on oi‘ thelr imporbance was. Oi‘

Queen Vlctorla s personal :Lnfluence Carver s'tated- "At the beglnnlng

®,

of‘her re:.gn-, ch:.'l.dren's feel:.ngs were cons:.dereql only :\.n the upper
echelons of. soc1ety, but by . the end, Ghrlstmas was con81dered thelr
‘specn.al t.ime, by even the\most. Kumble famllles."zs Chrlsbmas was

‘viewed as fundament.ally a chlldfen'e day, but one wh:Lch had been °

* deemed as such by adults. Durlng the Vlctorlan era we get some

collectlons of folklore whlch devote a minor sectlon to chlldren 8

, actlv:\.ties. Children s folklore in that contex't was thought, to

'consn.sb of that wh:\.ch had been dlscarded by adults and subsequently

. adopted by ch:.ldren, the exlstence of chlldlore in any other form, ‘.-

‘t.hat 15, tot.all_y dev01d of adult :Lnfluence, was not. credlted.

The nineteenth century reasoning whlch prompted t.he study oi‘

e25

— ) ~

Garollne Cax'ver, Canadla.n Chrlstmas Book- A Handsel From

"Our Victorian Past (Montrjeal° Tundat Books, 1975), p- 2k,

26
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163,
ch:le.ren's folklore .appears to adhere cldsely to Dundes' 1dea oi‘ .

'based On the theor'y that ch:ldren, and the:Lr folklore, belonged to

'soclety's 1ower strata. ChlldhOOd was seen as a repos:.tory for fad:Lng

" or devolv:mg adult tradltlons. Studles oi‘ chlldren's lore generally

concentrated solely on games, wh:u.ch were’ collected not from the

e R et o e ey

po A -

- »ch:i_'l.d.ren whe' played them, but from adults remember:l.ng\ games they

‘Adherlng to the ph:llosophy that "chnldren do not invent, " i‘olklorlsts c

) pla,yed. Lady Gomme's cl?assn.c collect:n.on Qf chlldren’s games belongs

) asserted\

determ:l_ne the or:.gln of many of the games, and in this regard she

I

<

.."Children do not 1nvent, but they 1m:Ltate or mimic very
"~ largely; and in many of these games we have, there is little -
doubt, unconscious .folk—dramas -of events and .customs which
. were at-one time being endcted as a. part of the serious .
. ¢oncerns of life before the: eyes of ch:leren marw ge ations
’ .ago.“" 27 . . . ) . ) . ﬁ

. were unl:x.kely to see in ch:leren s lore anythlng beyond the remalns

'of adult tradltions. In hls 1883 publicat:l_on Games and ‘Songs. of =

N Amerlcan Ch:leren, Newell felt that he was collecting the remn.ants

of ..i‘omer..adult.tradltlons wh:Lch had reached the bottom of thelr

' ,downward trend a.nd were 1n the process of_ exp:Lr:Lng completely.

-h'Scotland and Ireland (New York: - Dover Publications, 1964), I,~

Mosb of the surveys of calend.ar customs 1nclude a sect:.on On

‘-,chl,_ld.ren's act:w:.t:u.es, th.ch usually contains tradltlons that the

27 | Alice Bertha.Gomme, The Traditionsl Gares of FEngldnd,

—

- -

:folklore' "devolutlonary prem:.se." Collectlons from’ that erd were C_

”

'-'to that category.v‘ L:.ke other i‘olklor:.sts oi‘ her time she sought to
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'A .
‘Guide t0 British Calendar customs (London. Frederick Warne, 1972),
p- 29- b . , B . o

are mcluded because they are va.'l.ued as preservers of traditlon.

,/
Analyzing\the changes that have occurred in the celebratlon of

: Valentine 8 Day, Frank Stai‘f observed.

- the 01d 1 eas -appear to have been carrled on malnly by
children, apart' from those sentlmentally inclined. - ‘It is
thanks to children that so many of the o0ld gustoms were

saved .from ‘bei forgotten, and in this wa continued to be ', -

observed rlght sp to the turn of the- centu.ry 28 .

Ch:.ldren' s tradltlons\@re rarely dn.scussed in an;r deta:_'l.ed ‘or-’

—

_ analyt:.csl way, beyond the author's assertlon that he was esc :Lng (
: customs ‘that had degenerated to a p01nt at which they. ceased to be

; observed by adults and so, came to. belong to the world of children. '

Coxhead referred to some customs ‘which in his op:l.ru.or; had moved
"downward“ to become the property of ch:L'Ldren. Oi‘ one such custom,
Guy Fawkes N:.ght, he had this to say- "What was once a popular :

revel has now: become a 'chlldren's day' "29 Palmer ‘and Lloyd sa:.d

. of a partlcular Garland Day celebrat:.on - "Nowadays the custom 1s .

kept al:Lve by chn.ldren "30

F
materlal was J.ncluded solely because it had once belonged to the

v
-f . . X - —_

-}grownup world. ' sl ) ' . -t

When :|.t comes to reporting on ch:L'I.dren's customs, some folk—

" 28

Frank Staff, The Valentizie and Its Origins, (Iondon- N

. Iutterw:.rth Press, 1969), p. 25.

.49 Coxhéad, 'OLd Devon Cust,oms, p. 1,3. o " '

A

30 Geoffrey Palmer and Noel Lloyd, A Year oi‘ Festivals-

. author fe%,ls have faded from adult USage. Ini thls c0ntext, chn_'Ldren

The :Lndicatlon here is that chn.ldren s '
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: one which many people would e relieved to see die out."

| _ L= 6
lonsts seem to«feel no compunctlon in maklng va.lue ,judgements.

Referr:.ng to the ch:l_'l.dren's proCedure of sett:mg off rockets ‘at’
\

Hallowe en,. Jeanne C. Foster sald "It is a dangerous pract:.ce and”

31

Wlth recent trends :Ln folklore scholarshlp, much has beeri

. accompllshed 1n some areas of. chn.ld.ren' s folklore, part1cularly “in

the fleld of pla,ylore.Bz- Th:Ls progresalon has not hOWever,
:Lnf:ltrated the realm of calendar cust.oms. A few ch:\ldlore studles

have 1ncluded a m:.nor sectlon devoted to chlldren ] calendar

festi\m.tles. The Oples' Lore a.nd ngggage contalns a. chapter ent:rbled '

the "ChJ_'Ld.ren '3 Ca;endar" whlch prov:.des a short descr:\.ptlon of games .‘, :

‘ and actlvitles arranged in accordance w:Lth the calendar. Emr:Lch and

'

Korson's genera.l work on ch:.ldren's i‘olldore g:wes a. rather conc:.se .

*, account - of beliefs ar,)%ames assoc:.ated with certa:.n yearly festlve

oecaeions.3 3 Lesl:Le Da:_ken aa:.d that the play:mg of some ch:.ldren S .

games was conf:med to a particular month of the year, and llsted the -

. 31 Jeame Gooper Foster, Ulster Folklo're\(‘Belfast':, H.R. Carter :
Publrcat:l.ons, 1951), p 26. v . . :

3 2. In part:l.cular, Br:Lan Sutt.on—Sm.th's unique method of :anulry
‘has- prov:Lded a new insight into the naturé of¢ chlld.ren' S games and
other play activities. See his, The Folkga_mes of Children (Austin: .
- University of Texas Press,’ 19725 ‘R.E. Herron and Brian Sutton-Smith,
Child's Play (New York: John, Wlley & Sons, 1971); and Elliot Avedon
‘and Brian Sut.ton-&m.th, The Stugy of Games (New York. John W:Lley &
Sons, 1971). . ) . . .

33 arion Vallat Emrich snd George Korsor, dss, The Child's
Book of Folklore (New York:. The Da.al Press, 19L|.7), pp..90-98-'
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‘games accord:mgly.

'ch:ldren s customs as they occur both at home and at school. Their o

A number of twentieth century researchers have commented on

approach to school—t:.me trad:l.tions was generally conflned to -
o«

‘presentlng a descrlpt.lon of ceremonies ard’ celebratlons that were

formally arranged by adults for ch:_'Ldren.' The school customs thus NP “_

descrlbed :anlude the partlcular attlre of the ch:leren - "Our great

'pub11c schools are br1mm1ng over w:.th trad.ltlon e ., Most schools

have customs pecul:.ar to them° the dress of the Eton and Westmimster N

- boys, the straw hats which are worn, all the year round at Felste

g.35.

A spec:Lal feature of Shrove Tuesday, the tossung of a pancake, appears

' to have been a great favorite of at least’ the i‘,olklorlsts record_a.ng

the trad.ltlon, Judglng by the number of them who ment:.on the cus‘bom.3 6

. Others have mentloned yearly event s, such as ch:leren' "Walklng

'Days" wh:.ch are arranged by schools or churches 3 7 Stﬂ,l other

(London.» Ernest Benn, 1954), p. 195. Drake-Carnell, Old Egg%sh
nal +

afi‘a:.rs seem to have been :.ncluded because oi‘ the season 1n wh:.ch

'they oceur, Afor instance:. “Lectures by em:ment authoritles and .

: 3k Lesiie Daiken, Children's Games" Throug‘_out the Year (London., o
B.T: Batsford, 1949). See also Iris Vinton, The Folkways s Omnibus of ‘

Ch:ldren's Gamas (Harrisburg, Pa.. Stack:pole Books, 1970 .

SN T _
35 Drake—Carnell, ‘01d Egglish Customs and Ceremom.es, p: %B’: -

3 6 See i‘or instance, Ceeil Hunt , Br:l.t:.sh Customs. and Ceremonie

Qustoms and Ceremonies, p. 103, and Hole, Emzllsh Traditio s, .
Customs, -1 29. - ) ' § _ R
| 37 ] L ’ el
See, Palmer and Lloyd, p. 50. A ) ‘,‘,-
R0 U R o
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; N 2 .,
f dl,*" A SURVEY. OF CHIIDR'sm_s CALENDAR. CUSTOMS IN MUSGRAVE theouﬁ' ot
The a:Lm of the follow:.ng chapter is to prov:.de an- outllne and L -
descnpt:\.on of chlldren' s calendar customs as they occur in one .
Newfoundland commum.ty. The customs to- be’ portrayed are character—i_" : l ,
. ized by both home and school 1nfluences. There are, however, . : %
‘ certaln aspects of the celebratlons wh:_ch are cofl_f':l.ned to a str:.Lctl;r‘_‘.'. } ' g
ch:ld-domlnated non—adult doma:Ln..T Although the subject‘. w:L'Ll be . “ __ % .
‘dlscussed from the perspectlve of -all three areas, those elements : I' {g
,- which pertain to the school env:Lronment will be accorded the most t | }
. 'c.omprehensive account. Whnle older students may be ment:‘.Oned, the l . !
- prmc:.pal empha51s w1ll be on’ the pr:Lmary school chJ_ldren, whose - :
Aages range from approxn.mately i‘:.ve to e:.ght years.‘ In- keep:.ng w1th . : . L “:
the. school mll:Leu, the "calendar" ‘for’ purposes of. this stud;y, is the ‘ :T. ! :
-‘school _year, wh:Lch runs from September to June. The _part.:._cular role '
B of.the teacher.,q-:l.n celebratlng of: promoting the. cust.o'ms,‘v will alsoij' -i)-.. ' ;-
bé.considered. | | e
h’T}ianlvcsgiving ' : "1
. ) The flrst custom on the calendar following the start ‘of the ‘,‘:' 'r
‘ school year is Thanksg:.v:.ng. . The day is of‘course, a hational , k
L F:or an e.ccount of 'th‘e‘ f:l.rst Canadlan Thahlts v1ng celebra'tiond ‘
.see Robert Meyer Jr., Festivals U.S.A. and Canada New York: Ites.
Washbu.rn, 1967), 152-153._ : o .
5.



] . i the church at Musgrave Harbour had, at Thanksg:w:l.ng, a displayi L ,

] lmown locally as the "fru:.ts of the harvest." In the church, the
. best of; everythlng, of flsh vegetable and dalry produce was . \
. “dlsplayed. The night follow:.ng Thanksglvzmg, ‘a hot supper was i
served .'Ln the church hall or, the school, the locatlon depend:l.ng
. 1argely or- whether or not there was a church hall in’ exlstence at BRRET |
. the t1me. 'All the goods that had been dlsplayed in the church were x 3 j"

‘sold, w:.th the proceeds gomg to the church., The Salvatlon Arnw : .
rei‘erred to thelr d:Lsplay as a "harvest festlval, " at Whlch the ) :

.-,'congregatlon had a chance to present an oi‘ferlng if they mshed. ' .

expla:.ned that Tharﬂcsglvn.ng was "malnly a chu.rch affa:.r, but we'd

" Marguerlte Ickis,: The Book of Festlval Hollda s (New ‘.fork~ Do\dd, ' -
Mead & Company; 1984), 138-148. _ T N

_ All names used, here are pseudonyms for people I J.nterylewed ‘_ o
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' hol:Lday, and :Lts speclal attractlon for ch:n_'Ldren is that ‘it proh.des

.»,"

them mth a day oi‘f i‘rom school.. Although Thanksglnng was orlgl-- :

! ally ‘a- rellglous occurrence -and more recently has’ become a famlly

A
; trad:Ltlon, schoolchlldren have cert.a:Ln customs of thelr own
"appropm.ate 10 the occas:.On.‘_‘ R :- T .:. a LT

Datmg at least i‘rom the earl;g part of the twentieth century, N DT,

l "
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Tables‘ were decorated before the altar and on. these were placed the

IS

, oi‘ferlngs o

B Lo N M , P, B . . ‘-.. KRS ; .
An:l.ta FJ.eld,3 a retlréd school teacher, in rei‘erence to the Sy
. LN ] . - . B

.

'n:Lneteen forties and Tifties when she wa's teach:.ng in the comnnJ.nJ.ty, L

-~ s

2 For a 'descrn.ptlon of Amerlcan' harvest }esﬁi{r'éis see. | e

-3
personally .

-



-probahljr"talkn,-about' Thanksgiyinéf in 'school, and perhaps make_a

'thanks, the tradltlonal harvest festlval has long slnce disappeared.

"'Indlans, turkeys and other food stuffs. A The ch:.ldren then proceed'

R

po'ster."' S R
Though Thanksg:.vmg 1s at the present t1me mentloned in the

community''s churches as be:Lng a tJ.me i‘or g:w:mg spec:.al prayers of

Thanksginng in school has in more recent t:.mes been confused

A

with Amerlcan tradltlons. The chJJ.dren learn oi‘ the "orlgln" of

Thanksg:.v:mg from the1r teachers y who e'xpla:l.n the Amer:Lcan verslog
oi‘ the Pn_lgrlms and IndJ.ans story whlch "led to the flrst Thanksg:.v:mg
The polnt of its belng borrowed from the Amerlcan observance is

‘ 'elther not aclmowledged or is 1nc1dentally mentn.oned as belng of - Ll

m::.nor :.mportance. At 1east a couple’ of Weeks before the hollday, '

"the teacher prov:Ldes the ch:.ldren w:Lth stenclled plctures oi‘ what

‘ R, [N v
" she’ deems to be.suitable Thanksglnng 1tems, such as P:.lgrlms and '

- '.to colour these p1ctures and use them to decorate the classroom

’, ~.",-‘_ A

¥ i

the older chn_].dren ‘write storles coucerm.ng their. own perceptlons oi‘ : : ;

T jThanksg:.v:.ng, elther of’ the Amerlcan P:.lgrlm feast, or of thelr ’
. v . X

: present-day famﬂ.y tradltlons. . Perhaps because 1t is a federal o .

. L’ An explalnatlou of”’ the orlgln ‘of Amerlcan Thanksgn.v:.ng 1s ) s
contalned in Robert Meyer Jr., p. 56—157. : : . : '

.t ,‘-]

-

‘hwal‘l.s" " ; [

Attention to local tradition comes when the childrerdiscuss = |

with the'teacher the. .spec'ial foods their famil:'i_es eat ‘at Thanksgiviné‘

dlnner, whn.ch the class sometlmes deplcts 1n poster form. Some of’-

T e e e At taded 4 an 8T -
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"holn.day, marw people who Live w1th1n dr1v1ng dlsbance return home

. produced pot.atoes, turn:Lp, carrot. and cabbage.

\ except. 1n the m:.nds of thOSe who _can- remember them.l_‘. These people S .
i

't.o do so, prov:Lde t.he ch:\ldren w1th & sense of Tharﬂcsglnng tradl—

. ch:.ldren describe as one' oi‘ t.helr favourltes of the year, ranklng ‘ N ~‘l; o

‘ only beh:Lnd Chrls’cmas, Easter and one's b:Lrt,hday. School prepara-' B S ‘

. .Engllsh Hallowe'en customS._ For a d:Lscuss:Lon of ‘Scottish HaJlowe'en o
- traditiors see, F. Marian-McNeill, The Silver Bough .(Glasgow:

" Origin, Rites and Ceremonles in the Scottish Tradltlon (Ed:.nburgh-

"

v

" i‘or the day.‘ Thanksglnng d:mner is- sometimes, but. not always, 21 L

i‘am:.ly gat.herlng, wn.th marr:.ed sons: and daughters goi_ng to their -

parent.s' home for the mld—day meal. There is usually a t.urkey, . _ -"‘Z\

but - qu;u.te often, :mstead oi‘ or.in add:.tlon to thls, the meat; course
.cons:.sts of w1ld duck, whlch has been caught by one or- more of the /’ ,> .
men presen‘t. The vegetables are not. of the P:\_lgr:\.m’s corn and -f' N . s

cranberry—sauce var:.%ty, but tend to be much heartler fare - locally .
- The’ local church tradltlons no longer ex:n.st for Thanksg:wlng,

could, and undoubtedly would, :\.f glven by the school an opportun:Lty

t.ions from thelr own. herltage. - A;‘ ) e ,,,// C

I

. . " .
Lri e A At Bt st &

3 Hallowe'en . ' A

At t.he' end of October comes Hallowe'en,s e day which many
/ ' .

i

' t:Lons for the event beg:Ln almost as soon as Thanksg:w:mg ends.

" Similar to the practlce at’ Tha.nksglv:mg, the younger ch:x_'l.dren olour : ‘ o

R ERETE

-5 A.R. Wright, Vol. ITI, pp. 107-120 deseribss traditional . -

W Maclellan, 1961) Vol. III, pp. 11-42, and his Hallowe'en: Its’ oo T

_TheAlbynPress, 1970. T AR >,:I'
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. brought to school.

plctures, and those dexterous enough to do so, create thelr ‘own
de:ngns of pumpk:ms, w:l.tchee, ghosts and gobl:ms. The teacher and '~ el

Achlldren together arrange these HalIbwe en scenes on classroom walls

and -w:Lndows._ Once the school has been sui‘i‘lcn.ently decorated,

superfluous plctures are taken home by the chlldren. ) At this tlme o

,,'of year, houses whlch contaln primary school—age ch:l_'l.dren are.
"-'rreadn.ly da.ecerm.ble, for a 'few days prlor to and,:.n many’ :Lnetances,

a few days follow:Lng Hallowe en, thelr w:Lndowa d:.splay seasonel

:Lmages made at, and brought from school., Once they have begu.n, w1th

_the teacher's assistance making pictures during classtime, the ch:le—. '

: (ren soon sw:.tch the actlnty to the:Lr own’ lelsure tlme. At recess ‘ .

K3

' tlme 1n school and at home after school hours, they cont:mue to"

) produce Hallowe en representatlons, some of whlch are subsequently

Hallowe'en celebratlons are a relatlvely recent phenomenon,

" . having "begu.n locally 1n approx_lmately " the. late n:Lneteen fort:.es.
In reference to the or:u.g:.ne.l start of the\customs, Thomas G:_’l.len, a

e s:ucty—f:.ve year old 'local resident, stqted that there was

No Hallowe'en in my school dsys. I can remember when they

'etarted that among the children . . . ... most all this came in °

during or after the war.. We got-a big exchange of people. C
Then- rlght er that we got Confederation and they put 1r1 the
roads « o s e ;f.‘rom Wesleyville down here._- . T -

- . An:l.ta Field: related that M:Lss Maud Parker, a teacher from out—

Slde the: cormmmlty, was. teachlng at the Salvat:.on Arnw school in _\f‘ e
._191;6 and at that tlme she organlzed the i‘lrst Hallowe en program the E '

. commlm:.ty had seen. , Shortly a.t‘ter that the ch:.ldren began "tr:n.ck or’

treat:mg"- ‘it was also a few years ai‘ter the f:.rst concert that

SR CEY
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7z child:cen, (Spe photograph 1)

g Hallowe en decorations first\Bt,(gan to appear in the school.
' Hallowe en: traditlons are, at any rate, cu.rrently well and i‘irmly

) .est.ablished. ‘

In recent years the media have focused considerable attent:.on

3 on Hallowe en and the p0351ble dangers to children unescorted by

: : adults, masqueradlng at night. ‘Perhaps as a r-esult of the media'
"1ni‘luence, some teachers suggest to their classes that they observe ‘
o certain sai‘ety rules, such as. wear:.ng bright clothing that w:l_'Ll be

Aeasn_ly dlstlnguished by motorists, and refraining i‘rom eat:l.ng any of

. rules on strlps of coloured paper, attached each to-a- pumpkln and

posted them around the classroom where they could be seen by the

S :

At school on Hallowe en the child.ren engage 1n regular class—

Kroom activ—ities untJl approx1matel3r mld-morn:mg.. At this p01nt the

E J.'chlldren don speclal hats which, w:l.th thelr teachers‘ assistance,
z‘they had previously made for the occasion (See photograph 2)

A Teachers and students then proceed to the grmna31um. Here, the .
"elementary ch:lldren - grades four to s:_x-pronde entertainment, in
ol 'concert form, for the younger ones. With ch:nldren and gymnasium
-appropriately costumed and decorated, the fun beglns. ‘The ch:_ldren "
31ng "Hallowe en" songs, which are entltled for example, "The W:Ltch .

1n The Dark“ -and. "The Goblin" ' (For words of the songs see

appendix #4). Some pf the songs have been composed by adapting

’ Lpopular songs to. fit the occa51on. The tunes remaln intact but

the Words are altered to g:.ve the songs a u.nique Hallowe en flavour. _

: ‘t};eir treats until they return home. One teacher wrote up- ten such . ‘

© m i e g T
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,games, such as nm_y Little Bluebird Through

/ a descrlptlon of the games ment:.oned here:Ln, see appendlx B) The )

g g - P RN e e e

ar’

E The rev:Lsed t:.tles :mclude' "I'm Dream:.ng of the Great Pump‘kln,"
"One Little, Two I.:Lttle, Three thtle W:Ltches " and "Pumpkl.n ‘

1 lWonderland." The hlghllght of the event is-a short playy whiich
varies from year to year, but generally :anolves ghosbs and w:.tches '. ‘
‘(see Photographs 3, A and 5). IR o K 3

' Classes for the primary school' ch:.ldren are suspended for the
‘afternoon, 1n order that each class may have :.ts ovrn Hallowe'en o
_party. The attlre for th:.s affalr cons:.sts oi‘ the prev:Lously—made '
k Hallowe en hats, and for many ch:.ldren also :anludes face masks and .
o 'costumes (see photograph 6) Thou.gh many of the costumes are store‘;A ,- - :
".bought, some . chlld:f'en do d:.splay apparel that is generally more ’ i
: 1mag1nat1ve and ‘obv:Lously fashloned w:Lth parental assustance. Desks. -
and tables are mov‘ed as:.de to supply add:.t:.onal space in whlch to :
~play games. - Some of the games are decided or suggested by the
‘-teacher, wh::.le others are. left to the dlscretlon of the students. o

B Teacher—organlzed games for the lcmdergarten class 1nc1ude slnglng o
lc

Wn.ndow," in wh:Lch
- the parblclpants form a c1rc1e and jo:Ln ands, and games, for

example "Mu51cal Cha:n.rs,"6 Which :|.nvol e more physlcal actlon '_(For )

chﬂdren themselves select singing games, with "The Farmer in the
6 Other* versions of th:Ls game can be. found in the follom.ng

.- Alice Bertha Gofime, The Tradibional Gsmes. of and, Scotland and”
" Ireland (New York: Dover Publications, 1964), I, LOB; and Brian -

S ey ey Wl l

RN

'”Sutton-Smith, The Folkgames :of Ghildren (Aust:.n- Unlversity o;‘/
Texas Press, 1972), 1b,7. : , ) ‘
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v are granted an evem.ng free from homework. Y Lo
By late ai‘temoon, beglnnlng around four o'clock very young K
child.ren, ranglng i‘rom approxlmatel‘y two to flve years of age, are ’
'makmg their oor—to-door rounds.' There is at this pq;lnt a very L '1 .
clear dlstlnc?mn between the behav:.our of pre—schoolers and that of, ‘ o 1
‘ school—age ch:l_ldren. Youngsters of pre—school age’ are 1nvar1ably o - EE

‘ This game has been documented by Ell:.ott Avedon and— rian e
R Subton-Smith The Study ‘of Games-(New Yorks- John wuey & T B
. 1971), ao7,t and B\rian Sutton-Smith, 1972, 1480: S
N .’ ) ' s - " \ d‘ « "
' . . ) N x . _‘ . .‘

accompamed b their parents or older 31b11ngs.' ThlS chaperonlng ~‘ B i

' ends when a 7h1_ld begms s¢chool; very rarely :Ls a Chlld wl}o has ;
started school, even a five-year-old in klndergarten, escorted by s Lo m'
_hlB parents. Children accompanied by parents are distinct from the o . ‘ 4 .

. Bertha Gomme, 11, 151—178 and 'by Brian Sutton—Smith, 19‘72, 2257

l,_» A e e _j' A - ) { .
i ’ ' ;
N E . v
- ‘ '
“, t <. C . - T ’ © ~.".q-". B 75
) Dell"7 and "Little 'Sally”Saucert "8- nu.mbering among the . favourites. L -
The older ch:_ldr;en, in grades One to three, prefer more actlve ' I -‘-' C
. games, such as "IDndon Br:.dge is Falln.ng Dcmrn"9 whlch-concludes m.th o
N N o L e e
a -tug-of—war' or alternately, .vthey choose k:Lss:Lng gam’es, .such as ° ' '

"Sp1n the Bo’otle." 10 PI‘lOI‘ to belng dlsm:l.ssed for the day, the ‘

ch:.ldren consume refreshments which the}r have brought fr.Om home for *

thn.s]ﬁurpo 'In honour of the spec:.al cucumstances, the children . - S 1 L

general Hallowe en peer group in that they have usually flnlshed ST

EY

LT For. other versions.of thls game see Br:Lan Sutton-Smith, 1972, o
LBand531—-53'2 L Co L

8 A s:umilar garpe‘entltled "Sally Water" was descr:l_bed by Al:Lce_

e b i i ey

9 , For: other jeraions of thle game see, ‘the follemxg Alice-. T [P
Bertha Gomme, I, 333-350;" Iona and Peter Opie, 1969, @S, and Brian . ° AN
. .Slrtton-Smith 1972, 32-33 and 531_532,. L ' RRFEETE S




PR N o . . " . . -
. - . - - T - o
L ML L el mas e e T WAL R S iy o + e ey e o ety £ OB AL T A
c 5T . B ; P g 0 1 N
Ce e e F E . ) : ¢

R e

- ._:(.-“,-l
i

-

maklng the1r rounds by the tlme the latter group beglns- thelr
P -

masks, whlle thelr un—chaperoued counterparts always dlsgu:.se thelr

, faces.

B klater times of the evem.ng Ch:.ldren about s:Lx to nine years of

‘age can be; seen trick or treating anyt:.me betWeen i‘1ve and seven

T time ai‘ter darke and Unt:Ll about eight—thlrty. Some teenagers do .

. _partlclpate, but most stop domg 80" when they have reached ,]um.or ‘

L)

.'treaters after that hour are rare. .
A great number of- the ¢hildren are attired in store—bought '

costu]ne@face masks, and carry bags or plastic pu.mplqns especlal—

1y manufactured i‘or Hallowe en purposes (see photograph seven) Many ‘

V o of the masqueraders st:Lll engage in the tradltlonal practice of

i arg————— < oen

- wear ho made costumes,-.or clothes belong:lng to the opposlte sex, =

- or to oldbr \i:a_m/uly members (see photographs 8 and 9). ‘These means i

, of dlsgulse are. remlniscent of the Chrlstmas mtmnmering tradlt:LOn. .

,_.The childrsn never travel sin,gly, but, arrive 1n grOups, numberlng

-".. . from two to about su or e1ght.< One: of the group knocks loudl;,r at

the door and declares, usually on an :Lngressive breath, "tr:Lck or

. -treat," Thn.s actiOn too 1s s:Lmilar to the munmers' method of

) K

. L4 . ' i e
f P . v h < . PRI RN
A . . . Y ' v . . o Ny
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parents generally take them to only a few nelghbourlng houses, where- Co
~as older ch:.ldren venture farther af:.eld, and they often .do not wear |

Older chi_ldren, depending on their age, begin their visitations ‘

o 'clock. Children ten years and older will arrive at the door any- - -

- .. high‘school, Older children: Who do partake of the custoq’g{tvill have .

\ flnlshed the1r rounds of -the’ commum.ty by nine o' clock, any trlck—or- S

"'blackening or othemse dlsguislng their faces w1th make-up. Some -

DU Vg




' - ' RN . i o ‘ V4 . . \ . - ,(7 o, .
: s -d:.sgu:.smg thelr vo:.ces. B :': , . |
L L - L Unlike thewmers, the chlldren at Hallowe en are not 1nv1ted, ’
1. nor do they request to be, into the house. - They wait outs:Lde the .
" door untn_'L they are presented w:.th the usual treats, normally candy i
{ or i‘ru:u.t. Failure to provide the expected treat is nowadays
; . - o . :
e extremely ra\re and consequently, the profus:Lon of; Hallowe en pranks, L
:[. l‘)'in‘
! a i‘eature of the past, has 4n recent years greatly dimimshed anel'A I
VR > S HIS
‘o . o . pract:x.cally d:l.sappeared. Adults who as children had part:.cipated s
o . e
- in the’ custom twenty to thirty yedrs ago, attested that at that ‘ T* ,
. . ' - time one dJ.d not’ always rece1ve a treat,. and that in- fact some older :»11.' *

E.cuStom, Were dec:.dedly unapproachable and not averse to chasing
' would-be trlck-or-treaters oi‘f their property.. Such ‘people We_re SRR

constant targets for Hallowe en mischief makers. The' pranks often

T A 4 S I g g
-

involved moving objects from the:Lr designated site to another, 80
o that the following morning the owners had to. search for them.

Gates were removed from their hlnges to be :Lnterchanged with a

W anr T B EIRT ag

‘neighbour's gate, clothesllnes dlsappeared from their poles and

- members otg’the cormmm:.ty who did not approve of the newly :Lntroduced -
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x :j o L _a.xes from the:Lr woodp:tl.es. I could, however, find $o children ‘who ’
. . | B "would currently admit to be:.ng pranksters, nor any adults who had
L | K = ‘recently had,tricks of ‘any sort. played on them.' In‘ fact the 0nly.~

S RIS untoward behaviour I observed was, . as the children marched down the

N I%,. , road, their chantlng»of the i'ollowing rhyme' |
, ,E R | _Trick or'treat, smell my fest; - . -
kX , o G:.ve e somethin,g good to’ eat. _

" ‘ e ':The rhyme was,I helieve, first :Lntroduced via a televis:Lon prOgram
/{/ s ) : > - .

g e T e e e e i S e g e e e o




'.annually repeate at Hallowe'en for the past few yeare. When .

/ _ quest:.oned about the orlgm of—thfrhyme, some of. the older child—
ren ~read:1_1y acknowledged the telev:.szon progam from wh:n.ch it came.'v“, S co k
Host of the ch:.ldren, however, especlally the younger Ones, repl:Led' - ' |

w1th what tended to be an :mvar:.able response, "L don't lcnow, we

. just s:l.ng :.t." For- them at least, the. verse 1tself and not 1ts

o

e e s e iz iy
!

i
oo , !
*orlgln -was of s:.gnlf;cmnce. S 4' C L . |-

. ‘ S [
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- Bonfire Night - o

Five days after Hallowe'eh, November Fifth,is Bonfire I\Lght'.'ll ’

r ‘
% .- -
i s

"“M.".‘":!‘,' ,«.‘, : :‘: .

13~

Weeks before the actual event “the chlldren spend practically all |

" their spare Eime cuttlng boughs and otherw:Lse maklng elaborate o ,) ' "

R B B

" plans for thelr flre. . Although the act1v1ty 1tself occurs outdoors,
_ the subject is dlscussed :Lnformally at home w1th parents, and to a

lesser extent with teachers at school. Parents somet:.mes ass1st

T e e B e et £ et % -y Txan

.young ch:le.ren with cutting trees or remov:.ng them from the woods to

o T 11 For an -account of Boni‘lre traditions inro'ne Newfoundland e .
Do o - - community see, Cathérine Schwoefferman, "An Exploratlon of The, :
T " .. .November Fifth Bonfire Celebration in\Brlgus, ‘Newfouridland, " M.A. L

= . ‘ Thesis, Memorial University of. Newfoundland, 1982. Alan Gailey - T

“*, . | has provided a description of Irish bonflre\customs in his, "The ~ = . . -~

- - . . Bonfire in'North Irish Tra®tion," Folklore, 88:1 (1977), 3-38." ]
‘ Lo ‘Bonfires in England have been used to herald other festive. oo s

L . occasions, in addition'to Bonfire Night. For portrayal§ of Engllsh STy

' : ’ ' bonfire traditions at various times of the year see: . A. R\Wright, ' I
oo 1940, TII, 145-156, Venetia Newall, "Two English Fire Festivils in BT
" ‘Relation to Their Contemporary Setting," Western Folklore, 31 ' '™ - .~
- §1972), 21.1p-27h5 and.. Christ:l.na Hole, "Winter Bonfires," Folklore, 71

December, 1 217—2’27 * -For a desc:iptiOn of November Fli‘th :
\' | g { ‘ ‘ . ' ,{ . ,::"‘
Z - N ; ;-.: ( . \ I
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- the s:|.te of the fire. Because of the f1re of 1961 which destroyed

%he forest land for mJ_'Les around, the nearest woods 1s sometimes -a

* ‘ .. m:.le or two from the proposed bOnfire site. " In that Me, a father ',: r
w:_ll use hlS truck to remove hlS s0n's boughs to the site. However,'_‘
: ‘ o o , "".‘boys 'n;bo do not . manage to perform the larger part of the wood— ‘ v
| | | | cuttg,ng ta.‘ik themselves are rid:Lculed by their peers for their fail- e "“—'“

!

‘ ‘u‘re., One seven year old boy was accused by his classmates of being

>
Al st -

, "lazy" because on’ the eve ‘of the blg event he' had as yet neglected
's ' to procure any boughs for h:Ls f1re. Girls assist w1th stackmg ‘the .

boughs J.nto p:les and mov:.ng them to the - s:.te of the fire, but most

R A

h ‘\f " ~of. the wood-cutting is done by boys. . .
w ' - SR Ch:_'Ldren usually attempt to conceal from their peers the wo‘od N

they have prepared in advance of the big m.ght. For though reluo— e .

~Y
b S r v R s

I tant to admit it, some chq_ldren do surreptlt:.ously steal 'boughs

from those already cut and piled by another, especially if the

PRy}

; boughs have been }eft, clearly v1sib1e, in the woods await:l.ng o o

‘ " , . _ - emoval to the. s:.te of the bonfire.' One seventy year old resident

N stated that\when vhe was a boy, a favourite trick wap not the current

S | T " one of stealing another's 'boughs', but—za]fightlng them"prior to the' - , :
| A . ovmer's hav:mgr an opportunity to do so. Perhaps because today most R l
s . of the fires ‘are’ 11t 1mmediate1y after supper and therefore before S ‘ C
s .. A | ) dark, the latter prank seems to have ceased. Undoubtedly, one would

o entertain a greater chance of be:.ng caught 1n the act of light:Lng -

‘ celebrations in the South of England during the 1860'5 see George
o A Small Boy in the\Sixties (Cambridge' Univers:.ty oi‘

' Cambridge Press, 1927)y. 53 o R et

toa




P S SR SIS .
: SN .

.
€
el
19

t,
B

Y ,(

e

someone else 5 fire i the deed were attempted durlng daylig‘ht,

e
¢

rather than under cover of darkness. «
‘ \ L RRST
Bill Warren, a seventy ,year old res:Ldent, describing the ant:Lcs .
o of his youth, explained that. many of tgeﬁ.r boughs were collected -

from people 8 flshpng flqkeslg and not solely for the purpose of a.

bonfire s,

) we'd take them whether they were good or: bad R
. ‘steal boughs from flakes to f111 a ninety gallon puncheon —
stog it full of boughs an' take a lunger - stick of wood
. about twenty feet long, wood from g flake - an'" push it .-
. through the barrel. Then light it an' carry it through the
comminity. You'd have another lunger read}r to push through .
4‘when the other one. burnt.. . '
) <7 ' .
In‘ addition to boughs, in Bill. Warren's childhood, burned in: the k
bonfire were "empty 'tar barrels' - barrels of {orty—five gallons of-

/

-t . tar for tarring houses, traps and bottoms of boats.'_', Children today
| 1n addition to accumulating trees and discarded pieces of- wood, also

collect worn—out automobile tires wh:.ch When 1gnited burn w1th an -

.

. 1mmense i‘lame., The number of tires a child can. collect is a s:.gn of ,
prestige. One twelvg year old boy was exalted by h1= peers because .

[
: he had collected a grand total of" fii‘ty-four tires - a record

\

accordmg to the children who kept ‘track of the numbers collected>

L past years. The materials to be burnt are stacked together 0n a;

| ’beach or in d garden, lf it has a wide-Open space hom which there
\t
v, is l:.ttle danger of the fire spreading (see photograph ten)
o« .o ’ o )

B A fishing flake is a wooden structure employed by fishernen
in drying of cod, which is one of the stages in the processing of
salt fish. S N e R
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o ‘ eleven)

o Although the boys, wn.th ;ﬁ.n_lmal asslstance from their fathers, are
’ chlefly resp0n51ble for the fire preparatiens, entlwrei famllles ‘
partlclpate in the actintles on bonflre night (see photograph ‘ '

Unlike the situat:.on at Hallowe en, there appears to be
"o age restr:.ctlon applled to bOnfire n:.ght though the bom’:‘:.re is xa
iR referred to as belonglng to the ch:.ld, \h:.s grandparents, aunt s, '
' uncles and often fr:.ends of his parents w111 attend to’ share the ST
T flre w1th him. Occas:LOnally, young ch:leren can be seen with thelr
~own small fn.res that have been prepared for them by older brothers a

(see Rkot ograph twelve)

. ﬁﬁm ' L ' ) : .
- Once the flre has been 11t an'd is burnlng brlghtly, the chlldrem o

run back and forth through the sparks which fly from it; sparks are
dr

Flocally referred to as "flankers." Wleners and marshmallows are T,' s

\ . — e

placed on: st:.cks and toasted over the open:ﬁfire, and when the fJ.re

. burns down potatoes are roasted . 1n the smoulderlng rema:.ns.

. Ch:.ldren are ps‘rmltfed to stay up later than usu.al and with theJ.r h

‘.fanu.ln.es, will remain at the bonflre for hours.‘ The f:.re is then '
| "not dellberated.y extlngulshed but left to burn’ out ab, :Lts ovm rate.

— - | ‘Ghrlstmas g
: A { e
Oi‘ all ‘the yearly festivals Christmas is the oné which receives ' .‘ ;
j the rqost elaborate preparat?gn, attentiOn and enjoyment. Excitement a
: 1s evident among the ch:l.ldren mOnths prior to the actual event.
| ' R . . . '“‘ ' |
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Bombastic te'levisioiq 'cormnerciéls' leave the childreri with 1ittle doubt' .
that 1ts arr:n_val is 1mminent. Wieeks -are devoted to colou.rlng plc-

tures and creating decorat:.ons wh:.ch will grace both classroom walls T

[

vand the Christmas‘tree. At least a month before the affa:Lr, a part
‘of every day 1s spent 1n preparatlon for the upcom:Lng Chr:Lstmas

: ,coucert whlch is held approximately three or four days prlor to the -

school' s clos:mg for the holldays. 3

PI‘lOI‘ to the date at whlch the. schools 1n the co)

: ‘grated and became the responsibz_lity of the Terra Nova Board, each

‘school had a separate Chriatmas concert. The' Salvat:.on Army School

coucert was held each year on Chrlstmas Eve, and the Unlted Church ‘

g }- School concer'b on the afternoon of-, Christmas Day. Both concerts ’1'

_;were attended by practically the ent:.re comnmmty. At that period,

too, the majorlty of teachers Were Mqurave Harbour born and bred’

and those who were not, could not 1eave it during the Chrlstmas

season — 1solat10n made that :meoss:l.ble.‘ W:l.th the change in 'school

-

boards a.nd improved road cond:.tions, teachers whose natlve com:m.lnlty

"+ vas not Musgrave HarbOur could, ‘and did begln to spend the Christmas A
- -vacat:l.on elsewhere. "_The time of the concert wasy therefore, altered '. .
“to a date which was more convenlent from the teachers' p01nt of
. v:Lew, though perhaps in the conumm1ty s oplmon, not as. acceptable.

- Untnl the hlb)\school was c0nstructed, the concerts were each e

’ w ‘(

, 3 A couple of days 1ater, the elementary school, grades three

to s:.x, has.a separate Christmas concerts The performance is very -
: »s:um.lar to that -given by the younger ch:ldren and vn-tually the-
-’ same commumty members attend. S ‘
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Yield in bhe Wesley Hail - the sife of virtually all major soclal Co

: events 1n the comm\mty. COnta:med in the nev school was a gyl‘masium »

o . ' «

\ 1arge enough to accomoda‘ts the’ Chrlstmas concert and 81l who mshed -
L to attend, 80 it became the setting for all future concerts. At

:present, as 1n years past, nearly everyone in the comrmmlty, from " S
: e

toddlers to grandparents, . 1n attendance at the concert . The

,r-l oy

_content of the program, the preparatlon and the performers are

e e a2

,' vzrtually unchanged, over the years Only mlnor alt eratlorrs have '
{5
ensued in these areas. Teachers and student.s together make all the
costumes, stage pr0ps and decoratlons (see photograph th:.rteen) ,. '

,The agtual entertainment is of llttle more than an hour's durat:.on.( ,

f e All of the pr:.mary school ch:_'ldren are 1nvolved, at least inthes ot - B

; R |
r‘ preparat::.ons. However, in recent years i few parents, vad.hering to : . - *}
S ' -,rellglous bel:.efs ¥hich condemn so-;-called se%ular activ'ltles, such o | ‘ L
t \( as a’ Chr::.stmas concerb will not perm:Lt the:_r ch:.ld.ren to part:.c:.pate* o ';" , ‘
: -.in actual enterta:l.nment. . .‘ L : B, R
- All of the perfo\rs engage in the On—stage s:.ng:mg of popular ‘
o Christmas carols (see photograph i‘ourteen) LlVely tunes such as _ - ’
, / b "J:Lngle Bells" and "Rudolph the Red—Nosed Reindeor are’ favourltes r
K o - 'Hlth both: teachers and ch:ldren, perhaps because they are so easlly - . e
| e ) ‘learned._- The program J.ncludes a number of "recitals"; 4 recital . |
l."lnvolves a small group of ch:_‘l.dren, each of- Whom has a few ’goarate .
¥ . . 11nee to del:.ver (see photographs f:.i‘teen, s:ucbeen and seventeen) ‘
;‘i-{ . . B The theme of. these :|.tems is. generally centered around the subject\ k- ‘ y : ‘ i
¥ ' . of Santa Claus and the potent::.als for ch:lldren, :.nherent in h:l.s B ' ‘ l ?
B LR NI PR DU S S -y —h
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(B B f;orthcoming 'vigit. Interspersed throughout the relatlvely longer
L - Pleces are' short, fo

or five 11ne, recitatlons, dellvered by

- , Avlndlndual children (s photograph eighteen) The' i‘ollovang is a ‘
‘ ,typlcal example° ) (enter on-stage a" Chlld holchng a: small Chr1stmas C .
' stockln.g and say:m,g ‘ . .
| Seel My stocklng s much 0o small,
O It von't hold anything at'all. . - = . :
: ' .Guess I'1l go and borrow ma's; ‘ '
WOn't that surprise old Sarrta Claus' " L.
The hlghllght of the enterl:amment 1s a short play, baged on &
3_ ' ‘Christmas theme, performed by ’ohe older children in grades two and

three (see photographs@eteen and tWenty)
. Though ostensibly, the purpose ‘of the even:mg s gatherlng 1s |
,'the chilc}ren's concert the focal po:Lnt is the. arrlval of Santa . .
'Glaus.‘ Conclud:l.ng the concerb p“erformance, the ch1ldren sing: "Hurrah

2 S T ) for Senta Glaus," Jr,he cue for hls entrance. Amd much cheer:Lng and

v PN s . ‘

' -applaud:mg, m:.xed mth some cry:l.ng by the younger ch:l.ldren who are .- "
L startled by h1s sudden and rather bo:Lst.erous appearance, he proceeds

to the stage. Here there ie a huge tree, surrounded w:.th presents

previously placed there by parents and other relat:.ves, for all the :

o ch:.ldren preserrt. ,l’ ¥ith assist.ance £rom the teachers, S&nta Cluus ',
' dlstrlbutes the glfts, a process that is more prolonged than was the

. .concert.\. The essence of the sepsmn 1s the g1ft—g1v1ng, i‘or it is’ .

Ak Unt::.l recently, approxlmately three or: i‘our years ago,
<. presents were placed around the tree for the entire commmity -
. parents, relatives, friends. At the school's insistence the gift--
giving was restricted to the children, apparently because of the -
- amount of" t:.me required to pass out ‘all 'qhe g:l.fts. ST .
: N : S
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o g&nethlng t0 play w:|.th, others got someth:Lng of value - mltts,

’ scarves, stock:.ngs, brooches."

g5

th:Ls aspect of the occas:.on wh1ch is most read:.ly dlscussed by both - -

parents and ch:ldren. The ch:tldren's glfts are’ nearly always o
factory produced toys, though 1n the past, at Thomas Glllen explamed

“it, this was ot always the cage: "Chlldren i‘rom ten years down got

The I.oyal Orange Associatlon Chr:Lstmas concert trad.ttionally
held on New Year's nlght, -was always as, ‘Well attended as its school :

orgamzed counterpart Ch:.ldren of course did not partlc:.pate 1n

' the entertan.ning, but they were. a part of the audlence, for whlch

they were amply rewarded for at the conclusmn of the concert Santa '

@ [}

tied. Th:.s was a huge tree, from the ce:Ll:Lng to the floor, ari' all
- the glfts was tied on i " Though moqt of the g;_Lfts were 1ntended
| for ch:ldren, everyone present rece:.ved something i‘rom the tree- S

. i‘am:ll:.es gave to ch:.ldren, and ch:ldren to adults. The cOntent bf

the glfts was s:.mnla.r to those d:z.strlbuted at the school concert-

. 3 toys for the younger ch:_'l.dren and somethlng 'of more. practlcal use

L for everyone else concerned. The crlterlon for choosm,g the :

&

' 1nd:un.dual who would play Santa Claus was then very much as that

used by the school ln malca.n,g 1ts select:Lon tcday, Mr. Gnllen o
described the Santa Glaus character thus' PR

Santa Claus would be’ somebodv that got a kick out of
actlng Santa Claus. A person that’ could put .off a good -
show and create a lot of excitement - that - could e:Lther
be a man or'a. woman, mostl}r men though. K :

"', . e

' Claus arr:Lved agaln. The Lodge as . Well as the school had 8 Chrlstmas '

- tree on wh:Lch in the words of Mr. Gillen y "All the presents was =

-~

o
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The Oran,gemen's New Year's tradlt:.on .was discont:.nued some S

s s s o s m)

o years ago. The chzldren s part in that event has, however, been

: _‘assumed and mod:.fled by two of the conmm:.ty's chu_rches. . Sometlme' -

. ) .
prior to Chrlstmas Day, the Salvat::.on Army and the Umted Church each

E sponsor a ch:leren"= part.y. These part:l.es are. at.tended by pre—

‘ schoolers and pnmary school—age ch:.ldren. Unl:.ke the former

A.'Orangemen's occasion, at wh::.ch attendance was: unrelated to rellglous

Coa '.»afle::.ation, the part.:.es are attendedby chnldren whose parents - L

’ profess an alleglence to the church sponsorlng it. The church

organ.'!.zed partles, s:l.m:Llar to other Chrlstmas related events, are L

) "nmted ~by Santa Claus, who dlstrn.butes presents tothe ch:ldren. ‘

The last school day preceed:.ng the start of the Chr:l_stmas

LI

o vacatlon is charactern.stically a llvely, fest:we occas:Lon, i‘or :Lt 1s

‘ , the scene of a ch:ld.ren's party. Early in December, each child
TR ‘ selects from a box the name of a classmate for whom he W:Lll brmg\a
- - -Christmas present. These g:Lfts and those for the teacher, the
L rrecip::.ent of gli‘ts frOm most of the children in her class are placed
k beneath the classroom Christmas tree. In the past. each classroom “'

’ 'had a ‘bree that was cut and brought I‘rom the woods by some oi‘ the

o schtolchlldren. Currently eni‘orced i‘ire regulations proh1b1t the o

© \.use of natural trees in the school. Gonsequently classrooms submlt

to having a store-bought arb:u.fical tree or else teacher -and students

\-_

- together construct a small tree—shape from green cardboard What- : o

but mostly bells and candy canea because these are the eas:l.est for : R

[ B g . - .
A ’ oL . N o " ’
. . P ) . oot

., " -ever. t.he tree, it 1s gaily adorned with ch:ld—made ornamerrts consis-

ting oi‘ some Chr:.stmas stock:mgs, Santa Clauses. and evan relndeer, -

. " R
P S L i .._.-u.._.-._.._-_....._. -~ l . L

» .




\
N ——
e s G
N . . R

: . . . i c .. . o, -, . ‘.‘

Nlittle -‘hands to draw. By the day of the party the classroom walls o

are barely v181b1e, be:Lng entlrely covered w:.th Christmas decora-—- e S

O _ tione. Some are merely p:.ctures wh:.ch the teacher has dupl:.cated ' N ::": o ":
_. B T and the children have coloured and pasted on the walls. : Obher o S
“- ) :: | ) ."'decoratlons, allowing for more origlnality of des:Lgn, are formed .
% - and moil.ded by the chlld.ren themaelves. Hand-made sbreamers and ~ - 1
‘bells decora’be the ceJ_'L:Lng. In oné corner of the room there is ) : .
'.often a small r;atc.;i:'it;r scene. D R '_" ‘. @") ;
. Wl‘th the claseroom displaymg such a seasonal]_y appmpnate' > o .*:,'j;‘
'“a:!.r, the chnldren arrlve, many of them at:companied by younger f - o

"brothers and s:Lsters who have been g:l.ven pernu.ssion to attend the o _ S

PR P ‘ - party. Classroom furn:Lture has been moved as:.de to creéte a space

Wil Sl adatd e lalts
- o v

_large enough ln which t.o play games. The entertalnment beg:Lns w1'bh *' ".

the children llstening to recordings ofﬁ»Chrlstmas rrms::.c.l Not
| ‘content to be 1nact1ve for an erctended Rer:l.od of time, the child.ren.' S
“soon beg:\.n playing games- Btrbton-Button, Ithg a Round A Ros:.e,}_é :

et S o Musical Chau-s, and Red Bover.1_7 They then coneume a lunch consist-a A

. A .
- B 3 ke sy e i o SN
. ST T N .

1ng laréely of Chrlstmas cakes and cookies.\ Though ostens:l.bly
j . glving rthe:lr und1v1ded attentlon to the food at hand, the ch:leren

\ who are i‘andliar mth the worklngs of a Chrlstmas party are AR

AR 15 For & descrlptlon of the game "Buttons," see’ Brian Sutton— :

B e Mriaresd ) o ® it g
v T

,.
e

C Dol 16 Additional vprs:.ona of this gane nay e found in Alice - i R
Ry o _‘Bertha Gomme, II, 108—111"and 1nBr1an Sutton—Smith, 1972, 19-20- - 4
L r 7 e game has been documented by Iona and P et.er Ople, 1969' . B
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: N SR Immedlately prlor to the:l.r leav:Lng for the day, the teacher gives

e s o " At home durlng the month of December, chlldz)en wr:.te letters

" - fﬁ'", ?'- S
1 [.‘sl .
&
v .

constant.ly elerb i‘or the sound of nnp.ng bells, a eure sign that

Santa has arrlved. He entere the classroom and diebm.butes the

presents t.hat have been carefully plqped under the tree (see ,: v

e "‘*“ o phO‘bOgraph twenty—one) Though all the chlldren profeg.s an eagerness

and an :meatlence to see Santa Claus, many exh:.bit s:.gns of fear on "': DL
'hlS arrival. Some of t.he youn,,ger ones wﬂl state, as d:l.g 'i‘:n_vg year |
- . - ,,‘
: old Jeanette Day, "I'm afrald. Don't let him touch me.. I'll get me-.

|

Present, but 1 don't siant 'bo shake his hand.'_' ’I'he i'ear of Santa S

\.

-

o Claus may stem from the fact that he is- often used es ‘a. threatenlng

: o Do
3 es, "If you don't go t.o bed on tn.me I‘ll t.ell Santa Claus."lg .' ey

. ’ k ) * "
each of t.he children a small gJ.ft, often a book ora Chrlstmae = .

stock:mg f:Llled w:.th candy canes and other sweets. Th:l.s is an :

establ:.shed tradition and the po:l.nt of :.te comlng from t.he teacher '

o 1s emphas:.zed, for. unl;Lke E’ehe other gii‘ts, it :is not placed under

the “tiee to be d:LstL*J.buted by Santa but is present.ed. to the ch:ldren

by the teacher.“ IR 'ﬂ I SRR

a
L

requestlng the toys they would 1:|.ke to receive i‘or Chr:.stmas and ,
then put tbe let.ter "<In ’t.he etove so 1t goes up the chimney to y B

S S Sant.a Claus.“ Though Practica].ly all houses :|.n t.he comnnmit,y have S

. [
oAt

4
o 18 For a descr:.ption o‘f the proliferation in Newfoundland of
SRRELEE / us:mg Santa Claus as & threatenlng figure sge, John.Widdowson, If .

c ' You Don't Be Good: Verbal .Social Control.in New:f.‘oundland (St. John' s.
Memorial Un:wersﬂ.y of Newfoundland, 1977 .- 20 .212. ‘

i e

flgure by paren’os to 1nduce ch:.'Ld.ren to behave, with admonit:mns such 11‘ R

VPPN, SRS TSI
¥ bk P i) ol Hen 1
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) e .
. an alternate source of heat, most 1oi‘ them stlll ma:mtaln at least one

u

N

‘ wood stove. Descr:.blng a t1me whdn ne:Lther toys nor money to buy.'
,them were as plent:l.i‘ul -as they are today, James F1eld sa:Ld of h:Ls
youth° A "You'd write - ;8 note to Santa Claus an' put it in the soot.
.“’damper. You'd put the th::ng you wanted most on the t0p of the
l:.st - only get otie th:.ng." S " ‘ S
Family trees are put up and decorated about a, meek p'I‘lor to
) S Christmas. A1l the chnl\dreﬁn a family help With trlmm:l.ng the tree,':.‘-‘\"
‘ . wh:Lch the father and some oi‘ the boys have brought from the w00ds.v
_-All the tree ornaments are currently store—bought, but in- former .

' years all decorat:.ons were hand—made from a spec:.al paper des:.gned

' and sold for that purpose, lcnown as "rose paper." The room that -

.
!
i
H
:
;
:

P ) " . contalned the tree was adarned w:Lth streamers ‘and bells. .In the *

' decoratlng of the tree, however, the ch:.ldren had no’ hand' th:.s was
done. by’ parents on Chrlstmas Eve, after the ch:lldren had go-ne to | .
. bed. ‘Mr. Fleld gave ‘a portrayal of - Chrlstmas trees 1n h:Ls ch:le- g '.\\ \ [
‘ hood of sixty years ago - -"Trees were decorated w:.th apples,\ candy : W "
' canes, suckers -and balloons. We'd take a bite, out of an apple an'-'

. T - then turn 1t arou.nd on the tree so nobody would lmow." )
Pr:l.or to the 1ntroductz.on oi‘ paved hlghways and cars, horses

3 R were a chlef mode of tranSportat:Lon, but one not often avallable to
| ‘chn_ldren. On Chrlstmas Eve or Chr:.stmas Day, the children were ' -
g:Lven -a spec:l.al treat (as expla:.ned by Mr.. G:_'Llen) "We'd decorate
; | . the horse w1th bells and mom'd glve us a good hooked mat, to decorate
,the slelgh, and we could go to vigit ‘a i‘riend. " The tradltlon of -
o o " ' driving a hors on Chrlstmas Day o, longer exlsts, but chlldren in

[
1
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' thelr best toy and go to v1s.1t fnends, to new what the latter have

‘the commnity do make arspe'cial point of visiti'ng.theirv'friends on

Christmas .Day. Early on. Chrlstmas Eve ~the ch:ldren hang up’ the:Lr P

stocklngs and go to bed. THey arise very early on Chrlstmas

.,

‘- morn:.ng, any t:|.me ai‘ter f1ve o'clock to f::.nd the:Lr stocklngs i‘:lled
with fruit nuts, candy and a. small toy or two. Larger presents i‘rom '
lSanta Claus are 1ocated below their stockln,gs, presents from the
: family are beneath the tree.: Most of the tOys are store—bought, blrb

: Asome boys w:Lll rece:.ve a hand—made bo . repl:u.ca of a f:.sh:.ng

schooner complete w1th sa:Lls or a ‘mo el of a. more modern long l:.ner.

' ;‘ A number of older men speclallze in the art ‘of model boat-ma}o.ng and
' the boats are much treasu.red by the young boys who rece:we them. )

: Among the glfts u.nder the Christmas tree, there are always some -

‘r

: 'kn:Ltted' goods - sweaters, scarves, caps and mltts. In-the morn:mg,

:as soon as they are allowed, _chlldren take what they cons:l.der to be ‘

o rece:.ved and to compare those toys Wlth the:l.r own. " The afternoon L

R ‘ ‘:LS devoted to try:.ng out hew sle:l.ghs, skates and toboggans.

In days when the commum.ty was completely :Lsolated :Ln w:Lnter

» and freezers were as yet unheard—of famllles stock—p:Lled suppl:.es .
- j.':'._r"‘enough for s:\_x months. All preparat:.ons for the w:mter were
"completed by Ghrlstmas, Whlch allowed t:une for an extended per:l.od of
recreatlon. Thls began on Christmas Eve° at fou.r o'clock on that

'day, men f:.red their guns to announce the start of . thi\Chrlstmas ‘

9.

- !, season. - ‘The men then began v:Ls:Lt:.ng houses to’ "I..ook for a treat 'of "
Newfoundland screech.“ ' House V'.Lsits and aazmeyu.ng/mummemng c0nt1m

‘ued for the twelve days of Chrlstmas, with the exceprtlon of Sunday,

[

£,

L
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- for no one woultl thlng of 'Dressln' up or putt:.n‘r on d [ face on o
'Sxmday."' 0ld- and. you.ng allke JOl‘ﬂEd in the i‘un of jarmeying, with
.ch:L'Ldren gomg out in the early hours of 'the evening and adult (_
.Janneys v:Ls:Ltlng later at night.19 A 1dud lmock at the door and the' ;
-"A.ny janneys allowed :.n tomght"" cry henalded the:.r arrlval. The
-‘occuptants of the house attempted to guess the 1dent:|.ty of the '

" Janneys, and: prov:Lded them w:Lth ‘a lunch before they lei‘t.

Adults st:.ll house v:let durlng Chrlstmas, the 1nv1tat10n to

- .'come for your Chrlstmas" - mean::.ng a- Chnstmas dr::.nk - can be heard

' throughout the communlty. : 'llhe:,r ,]a.rmeylng tradlt:.ons however, have

., '_ all but d:.sappeared, J.n recent years, .one may see: an occasmnal T -~
‘adult Janney, but th:Ls is very much an exceptiOn. The chlldren of ,
lthe commum.ty st:Lll ma:l.nta!.n thelr janneying customs, and ma3r be
' ‘seen at almoat any t:Lme throughout the Christmas season. Some of
| the janneys carry.bags.smﬂar-to the pr.actlce at Hallowe' en, mu'eh‘

vto the chagrih_ of older _‘conm'n'ﬁ_t); members who ccondemn the method -

e
a

as '."be'gg'ing.," ; o | g s

;e
»

R '_"The ﬁéﬂ importahﬁ dat‘e,dﬁ'the' children's calendar is 'F‘epr(zar_jr .

» 19 For contrast:mg descr:.ptlons ‘of mummlng 1n England and '
Newfoundland see: Martin J, ‘Lovelace, "Christmag" Mummer:mg in
England: The House-Visit," in Kemnneth S.'Goldstein and. Nell V.
Rosenberg, - eds., Folklore Studies. in Honour of Herbert Halpert

(St. John's: 'Memorial University of Newfoundland, 1980) 271-281;
and -Gerald M. Sider,. "Christmas Mumming .and the New Yeédr in Outport
Newfoundland " Pagt and Present, 7 (1976), 102-25 .

.1:



. ,‘Fourteenth" {Ialentine's Day.20 At approxlmately the beglnnlng of

Feb”rurary, the ch:.ldren 11’1 school construct valentlne "boxes" —
',large c0nstruct10n—paper envelopes of a br:.ght red colour, on whlch

.they draw heart-shapes and ﬁrite the:.r names. : ‘into these boxes are - -

placed the valent:mes whlch the chlldren br:mg to school for each ) .

. other' eac;h Chlld br:_ngs a valentlne for every student in hls class. .
. ¥

-The only hand-made valentlnes An ev:.dence are those whlch, Wlth the

i

f teacher's a551stance, the ch::ldren make 1n school to present to

*

. '.9' N
their parents. ,

—

In former years in Musgrave Harbour, Valentlne’ 8 Day began when '
two people, adults or chlldren, met w1th the saylng, f'Good Mornlng
:Fault:m." The person who 1ssued the greet:mg first, had succeeded
‘ I"in "playmg a joke" on the other. The work "Faultin" 1s .no longer
"‘heard and Valent:me s Day celebratlons off1c1ally beg:.n at school
-w1th the ch:lldren's part.y that is held' 1n the afternoon. Desks are .
_moved a51de and the ch::ldren, with, he add:.tlon of- the1r pre—school

| '31b11ngs, play games similar to those at Hallowe en and Chrlstmas

'partles. At the Valentlne s party there were a number of. addltlonal
. p .
‘games. the guess:.ng game, ,"I Spy" 10ne whlch the chlldren refer to ,‘ o

‘_‘-smrply ﬁas f'the"lf‘?fl%.g?me"?fz and rhymes accompanled by approprlate B

ES

20 For descrlptlons of Valentlnes and Valentlne trad:.tlons see
Ruth Web Lee, The History of Valentines (London: B. T. Batsford,
'1953) and Frank Staff, The Valent:\.ne and Its Orlg (London.
"Lutterw:l.rth Press, 1969) ' ,

o Thls game is referred to in Bnan Sutton-Smlth, 197.2, Ppe. 114.7 o
and . 14.09 - , . . .

22 For a dlscuss:.on of chas:.ng games in general see Brian - .
Sutton—Smlth, 1972, 75-99 and Tona and Peter Ople, 1969, 62—123 S

PR
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-.actions.‘- "Ten Ln.tfle Monkeys Jump:.n' On The Bed" and "When T Was 3

- '.; Q' L ) o A Teaqher "23 rior to gon_ng home i‘or the day, the chlldren, as onf s AR ‘

ether smllar occaslons, consume rei‘reshments, a large portlon off - f :
k L . ' whlc; are home—made heart—shaped 'cekea and cookles. The chn_ldren ; ‘
R ‘take with them the valentlnes whlch, for a couple of weeks, have ' h ‘ Y
o ) :vbeen accurmﬂatlng in thelr“boxes (see phot,ographs twenty—two and ,
R . . S ': twenty—three) The chlldren are agam glven no homework, for. they . o R , ‘ o
A U will be far too’busy dellvering valentines in the evenlnga‘to g;Lve . ‘ 4 f“"

S BRI athought to’ lessons.\ - R L S U TR

s - . . . - - PR
ot PR et " PN l
. bl
. - T

After dark the chlldren dellver valentlnes ;,o all thelr -

- , ‘nEILghbour:_ng fr:Lends. The valent:Lnes are Sllpped under ‘a. door,, T f
, Lo R . . -whereupon the Ch:.ldren knock ‘and then ex1t before they car; be seen . " .

. by arlyone in the household. Unl:l.ke the valgntlnes ¥hich they br:Lng;' : ‘. .. o ,‘!: ,‘ E
. to school the chlldren do not sign. thelr name to these, but Slmp]_y - i ‘

-wr:l.te "Guess Who"" - The valent:.nes are all store—bought but th:.s
e e .of course was not always the case, as Mr. Glllen explained‘»

"Before the war I never seen a profeseuonal valentlne - other than : ‘w‘ . , ’

ne i by il HR VR P
. what  we, made o.urselves. . We mad.e 1 em -heartl—shaped,an'. coloured. .'.em '
i N, o ‘ ;
' i an' wrote poems on 'em llke tthis one. T
< ' "Love is l:Lke a Jhead of cabbage, o '
When it's cut in twe. . S -
- The leaves I'1l give to others, .‘ e T f L
‘But - the heart I'll g:.ve to you.“ R o . . L
SR ¢ As'he elucn.dated further, valentlnes vere not only dellvered to L
o ";houses,—‘_. ’ ‘ 4 A .
: : .. , _. S o . . N N . . . ] (l.v ) ‘,; ."!/;‘ ._‘ . 3 . ._~, Lo ‘ . E'.
R # ‘ - . . : . . . Y ’ ./‘;/ ‘ "
; . 23 For other vers:x.ons of th:x.s smg:!.ng game see, Al:.ce Bertha
Gomme, II, 362—371+ and’ Brlan Sutton—Smlth, 1972, 29 o -
-
‘!‘ ) oo ", . . . ‘, . ‘ .... A . . o L E Lo ‘ . - ‘- L. ) .\\ . . ~'
. . ."‘."' ) ».1-‘ . ~ .—‘,. ; A ' ‘. . . -.. Ty _ ‘[*‘ Y <v . ‘ :' - “ ‘,{. ,
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~ S In the past, the pranks were begun by adults :Jmnedlately after ' %
. Y mldnlght on March Thirty—Flrst wit.h the intentlon of "gettln‘
R . ) e ) Joke off on someone else before they got one on you. " 'ff' o
. ."*‘ . - Paren’ta tend o, be the flrst reclplents of chlldren's Jokes, as ‘ o
r b R’» they are apt to forget the day's sngn:.ficance prior to exper:.enc:.ng o
\ ‘ the flI‘St prank. Unl:l_ke other calendr:_c events, Aprll Fool' s Day is R
R el T L T T et e e I s Lo
R S T not characterized by overt prior planning., Some amount of surrep- B

. .V tl'bious preparatlon must occur, as ev:Ldened by the follow:mg accou:rb i

e B 81ven by an elght—b’ear—old glrl- "_‘j.'.‘..'n * _f:,- G k ' L e 3;
- _ "We got up early th:Ls morm.ng lan' B:J.ly an' XKeith xwent 3 .
f R in the 13 ving room an' made a racket. . T ran in. Mon's. room o i
;7. -an' gald)|'Come quick:" The boys got the. new curtains tore .. . ' s
D cdowma ' om’ was, ‘mady she -jumped ‘out.2'bed-an' ran ap. _Then
‘we all s«outed 'April Fool' £ T was some funny W
) , ‘ . ﬂ - Hhen Apr:.l Fool 001n01des w::.th a. school day, ch:!.ldren compete
; w1th each other to be the flrst one to successi‘ully i‘ool the teacher._ S
. . - L The younger ch:.ldrerr's act1v1t1es generally con51st. oi‘ asklng b
L e : questlons whlch they hope Wlll catch the t.eacher unawares, such as, :
i a V"What is -bhat th:.ng on your back"" or "How dld you get that hole 1n A - .
. - N ! o
your Jacket‘?" Anyone who succeeds 1n i‘ool:.ng a teacher is 1oudly .,..w""j
& applauded by h:.s peers. , Somet:Lmes an ent:.re clase wz_ll un:rbe to

ou't.wit the teacher, whose deak, normally off—llmlts to studerrbs, 1s"

¢ P RS -

' . L o o fa:.r game. ) In the desk or on her cha:.r, she m:Lght flnd a var:.ety of
C - obJeCtsr -bhroughou’ﬁ the morm.ng, rang:.ng from a banana peel to a
IR 5 s plastlc Sp:Lder.' Hldlng ‘the teacher s bOOkS,' ch' ".and other l
- “,‘ mstruct:\.onal a:Lds, ls always a favourlte Prank_ .‘ i\ { - ' '\

. The Joke-maklng sess:.on cOnt:.nues throushOut the m°mng'*but - | ‘

[
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One rather u.nusual techn:.que of egg decoratlng :mvolves sllcj.ng the E : B

o top ofi‘ Ithe empty shell, thls step 1s usually performed by the

C teacher.' Each Chlld then palnts a face :on. g egg, and fills: the .— - ;
shell w:.th so:Ll and a few gra:ms of 1awn seed. Thls method qu:x.ckly ‘:'
producels grass, wh:.s:h glves the 111u81on of belng halr.‘.v The ‘ ‘ *

" complet]ed product resembles a head.,‘ One seven—year—old boy had | ‘ l g '

covered‘ hn.s shell w:Lth small broWn dOtS' - when questloned about h:,s

mot:.ve Pi‘or d01hg so, he replied- "I put i‘reckles On :Lt, so 1t'd . ‘

look lzll.ke me."‘ i R T I }'N'

= 5

Each classroom makes large posters deplctlng the Easter bu.nny,

and smaller pictures to decorate the walls and w:mdows. Under the

teacher's« gu:Ldance the chlldren also construct Easter baskets.' The e Y

teacher secretly f:_lls the baskets w1th -chocolate bunm.es, eggs and o ’

- ottier sweets, prlor to glnng them to take home at the start. of the
'Easter vacation.. ‘On. th:Ls o‘ccas:n.on too, the ch:ldren make cards for g
then_r parents, thmw a. plctu.re on the front of the card, and w:Lth .

"the te{acher s, help, compose a short Arerse i‘orhthe 1ns:Lde.. Most oi‘ N " -

.;vthe chnldren conceal the cards unt:l Easter mornlng, When they are ‘: o

: presenjr.ed to the:.r parents. ’ %% » . o -:. - - " -

I contrast w1th the other pr:.nc:.pal occas:.ons; Easter ls not ’

‘the scene of a, ch:.ldreﬂ' s school party. Perhaps because the last ‘ L i‘ :.:

,)school day- preceed:mg the start oi‘ the Easter hol:.days is Hol.V ) ” kN

'1 Thursd y, the teachers explalned that they wanted the ch:lldren to B _:=

u.nderst!,and that some\aspects of Easter are of a solemn and rellglous E _

T nature. ConSequently, they deemed a party to be :Lnapproprlate on L
’ e s, Sy : PR
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Easter Sunday morning,‘ at home,the chn_'l_dren recelve chocolate

2

eggs and rabbits, and often small/ toys, all supposedly left by the ‘ ‘ t

S T Easter Burmy on his noctu.rnal v:.s;Lt.~ Some" but not all fam:Ll:Les } ! !
- ) ) :'. engage “.Ln a tradltlonal Easter egg hant. For those who do, eggs ’ ; - Q’( |
- "are h:.dden throughout the house Ijzy the’ mother, and at her s:Lgnal the .
: \",;. hunt beg:Lns. 'I‘he w:mner of the }event is the ch:l_'Ld WhO flnds the

-

T 'f" .most eggs« Breaki‘ast i‘are cons:’L{sts of hard—bo:.led eggs, .of- wh:Lch a

o
s

: ohnld ;.s perm:t.tted to eat as many asg he can.

For ch:_ldren who are Sunday School regulars, Easter Sunday

N -
Ao st
e ah -

-

afternoon is a- time for a special program, which :Ls attended by
AR SRR \ - the:.r parents, grandparents and often older brothers and s:_sters._ - 2 P :
L:./ke the school concerts, each chn_ld was g:l.ven a small "part" whlch Coe L s ; o

SRR o B N he learned and recn.ted on the occasn.on. Mrs. Fleld explalned t’hat N
N S - S e
e when she was both a. school and a Su.nday Sch'bol teacherﬂ o ‘~ P v ’ '4 >
; ‘ - "‘. S d:Ld programs in chu.rch ancl talked .about.. Easter in. / o ;
L ‘,school. We practiced with the\,school .children: Each ‘ ST
U, s - v ‘denomination did their own, the Salvation Army program = - T,
s It s . wWas on Easter Sunday afternoon, and- the United Church(, at R
‘ o< nights It was, all practiced in school, but ai‘ter O - j
L o ‘:Lntegratn.on ye d:l.dn't l:l.ke to do thls.'! R \ {
. . The Sunday S°h°°1 prOgrams COn{«lnue, ancl When the classroom teacher s BRI ‘ -
. g 1a also .the: &mday School teacher, pract:.ce 1s somet:Lmes held at ,'“.h “; R Y
) S recess or lunch tlme, but never dur:.ng offical class t:.me.__ . ' "
i L L - L . PR N g
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long been acdused by folklomst. s, anthropolog:l_sts, soc:mlog:.sts and

even some edu(:ators of being destroyers of 1ocal cul‘bure and

tradltlon. Teachers have been crltic:l_zed for thelr 1ebsllng~and——--
condemnatlon @ the "culturally deprlved“ ch1_'Ld, whose llfe outsﬂﬂ? A

oi‘ t.he school they have deemed :analld. Nell Kedgh.e 15 the edltor

o:t.‘ a collect:.on of art:.cles wh'_Lch cOndemns the concept uf cultural
{

deprlvatlon as a my-th and equally condemns the educators who comed

'bhe term.l Kedd:.e challenges the supposition put forth by teachers.»a,'

that a ch:L:Ld's i‘amily a.nd his soE!Lal environment are inadequate and'_

fi.’

:Ls subsequent falltge J.n school. She 1ns:|.sts

that 8 very t.anglble gap EXlsts between the ch:.ld's lli‘e_wlthln

P

the confn.nes of an educatlonal 1nst1tut10n and. h:.s 'real' l:l.fe

-

o
. e ‘*\ Lo R I B
N .(,'( i Ca N

e Myth of Cultural

ep ivat.:.on, (London. Penguin . Books,” 1973), especially william
Labo¥, "The logic -of Nonstandard English," pp. 21-66, and Estelle
E‘uchs, "How Teachers Learn to Help Ch:l_‘l.dren FaJ_‘I.," pp. 75-85. -
Ty 2 Bas:_'l. Bernstem, "y Crz.t«:x.que of . the Goncept of Comp /E_satory
Educatlon," in Courtney B. Cezden, Vera John & Dell .Hymes,/Eds.,
Functions. of
' Press; 1972), pp. 135151, has also criticized ‘schools “for not’

c providing a satisfactory educatlonal environment: and. - suggested that

studies 'have négl ecked . to investigate the school as a- possible
cause oi‘ the ch:_'l_d's fa:n_lure- Pew .

' Schools, and the. educators responsible fgr thelr opere:b:.on, have

e iry the Classroom, (New York: -Teachers. College L

-~ -7
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. re:l.terate t.hat teachers see folklore} in the form of £
and. supers’cltlon, as be:l.ng synonymou? w:Lth fallacy, ar, d consequently . " g e
sseke t,o reduce 1ts :Lni‘luence on the chlldren th _y tee{xch. Th:Ls _: e

:‘ concept of formal educat:n_on's pos:x.tlom oh the eubject of folklore

R 1 e /f TR A
R AN 1‘*???*5 H 7"*:’ ST e Ty
., B o ) . . ‘-‘ e - ' s ':-,",“ = .- ‘, Lol "- L _ - - ."“'“‘:':
‘ 1' .'\;" s _. ‘ H . P . :‘.— . -/_‘.‘: ) - [ ‘ . _‘» i.,.

T In a s:.m:lar manner, i‘o]lclor:l.st‘s have ma:l.ntalned 'thlat schools

and i‘olklore, as v:Lewed; by educators, are 1ncdmpatib1e. c/ They | l-'. o ;

lkbellef : ';’V AERENS I

. e
T "lt. 1s 1:.hought_‘t:ly_sz,ome~ educators to be aj
. vthat—Ffolklore — is- dying. out,. .

oL

good t.h:gmg
~In'fact,- it. hqs beern’ argued..

SRR | “ e
3 ,.was perhaps beet sumnarlzed by Du.ndes when he sa:l.d:,, o * '. e ' ‘{ -

: Thus, teache;s tend to have 8 rather old—fashlol':led or- -t.rad:.t:.onal - »v-_;r »
new of fol_klore.h-” / P . e

P
e

{'(dley' do recogm.ze folklore as be:_ng someth:.ng other tllen error the,y '2- ',; i

ee 1t only i‘rom a pedagoglcal V':Lewpon.nt. ) P S b
e in-a* number of educatlonal journals, oi‘ amtlcles expomding the : o _“,-.- . _».’:': |
,-I--._var:Lous pOtentlal d:x.dacblc funct.:l_ons of folklore lends Credence to.f

. that assessment.,

- . are u.ndoubt.edly valld. }

voal N - PRV . . . - ':r

3 pan Dundee, "Folkore asi a. MJ_I‘I‘OI‘ of; Gulture,_" Elementag_\ o
. M’ [‘,6 (4), 1969, l;.71—1+82, po l#730 v”' ‘j‘: . - e R A .',.‘;v.ﬁ .

: “h For furbher d:x.scuss:.on of* thle t.o_p'.\.c see :A]’.an'jlf)_undee,j '-"Ifbe'ff' " . s
i Devolutmnary Premisé in Folklore Theory,'! in bis,‘Anal,ytic E‘gsaya{- TLie .

f,and Music_ Educator' s Journal o e

: R R T " . : L A . o .

e ' .o . - ¢ I N e . N
= -
R )

'.-.-that one ‘of the purposes of . educat.lon is.to help stamp
~out folklore. As man evolves, he: Jdeaves folklore behlngl R IS A
such. that the " truly . civilized man is- conceived to be i’olk-— SR IR &

" loreless. From.this-kind of thinking, one: can understand™ i, 0 L. 0 b

why educatlon and folklore have been: on opposite sides." 3 RS R B

Folklor:l.sts i‘u::'ther crltlca.ze teachers by assert:l.ng that when

The recent prollferatlon, S

i
#

— i

A

5.

These crltlclsms, when appl:l.ed to some educators, e Rl -

Yet 1t should be remembered that tea”chers

¢

in: Folklore, “The Hague.' Mouton, 1975 s
5 See in partn_cular a number of art,lcles in the follomng

publ:L.catlons-' Elément sh, Instructor, School’ and Gomm;mﬂ: y

SRR
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. : h.h‘ave been tralned andrare expected to teach the:Lr students in a B
‘ | | pr:z;ﬁnged marmer‘—" Tt is therefore hardly surprls:.ng that the - . | :
- educat:.onal merlts\\of i‘elklore should be the f:.rst aspect of that | S 3
) h sub,ject to becomer apparent to them or that- they shquld view folk—- . " :
\lore as ‘a ‘means of maklng thelr :Lnstructzonal task an eagier one. A ,,_. ,
. ' For whateven reasonsu foLklore is belng, taught in’ some schools -. . )
3 by some teachers. As Iynda\Burack has sa:.d' E "Many pe0ple are- | ; "
. . ":? ‘teach:_n.g\{olklore, tmaware that thls is, what Dthey are teachlng "6. e L 1
B a What ver may. be the off:.ca.'l. v1ew Of. educatlonal adm:.n:.strators and ' 1
) supemsing perSOnnel, teachers :.n pr:.mary schools a.re, albeit L . ";1 -
B < Perhaps unconsclously'. teach:.ng folklore. An ex'anu.nat:.on ‘of the role "’ : ;. ;1 s
played by the teachers ot the part!.cular school u.nder dlscussn.on ' ‘ ﬂ k
here:Ln, 1n the celebratlon of spec1f1c calendar cnstoms, should ® S j '
| determ:Lne the relat:ure :1.mportance of the school and the teachers to’ " - s "‘3 :
‘these customs.‘:. o L _»:7 o \ ', - : ' | 35
In ord r to- fully aPPrec:Late the school‘ s mi‘luence, we must | Clee i
| exam:l.ne the nature of the prmary school 1tseli‘. .For the 'greater . , l- o i
; part of each day, flve days a week,, ch:ldren and the:Lr teacher ) L
come together as a group.' Unlike tﬁe sn.tuation ib secondary and ' ~ :
.J K ~ -é’ven elementary schools, class grouplngs are: not determlned by sub—
ject matter. : Pract:Lca'Lly sJ.l curr:.culum areas are\taught by the
' _ ‘/ homeroom teacher, and therei'ore teacher and ch:lldren, for- most of o
‘ v‘k the day, remain together in the classroom. If Wwe' accept the class—
' Tynda Burack, "Preface" of "Spec:n.al Issue. ‘Folk_'l.ore and . T
Educatlon," Keystone Folklore 22y No. 1—2, (1978), e 13. o
ﬁ | : ‘1»;
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"'chlldren spend at school are devoted to academlc pursults. A not

room unit - teacher and students = as a distinct 'folk group 1 then

:L“We automatlcallf'have the p0551b111ty of a folklore that is speclflc

' and unlque to that group. Acceptlng Ben—Amos' deflnltlon of"- folklore'

as "artlstlc communlcatlon in small groups," and uslng hls crlterlon

" to. deflne a small group, the student—teacher 51tuat10n meets those -;
.'vq_ual:.f:.catlons.7 Durlng the celebratlon of calendar customsaat

.-vschool there occurs an obv1ous contextual shlft from a 51tuat10n 1n

Whlch the performance 1s from one person -, the teacher, to- a

51tuatiOn in whlch all the chlldren partlclpate in the performance. RN

4i fAs the preceding chapter 1nd1cated, not all of the hours that the

»

- unsubstantlal amount of time is spent 1n preparang for and in

.\. o

celebrating calendar customs. The prlmary school prov1des an envi- \
"ronment in whlch at least a segment of the celebrat{ons can occur. ;.-;':~'
LfThe pecullar nature of the relatlonshlp between teacher and students L

" is such as to stpply an atmosphere whlch rs conduclve to folklore

act1v1t1es in which both part1c1pate. o

In certaln areas of some calendrlc act1v1t1es the school can be

'seen as replac1ng, or. at least supplementlng, famlly tradltlons..,

- -article, "Who Are The Folk?", in‘his Interpreti
.V(Bloomlngton- "Indi&na. Unlver51ty Press, 1980

' t‘The Onslaught of mass-produced hollday goods' Chrlstmas cards, and

7‘. .

Dan Ben—Amos, "Toward a Deflnltlon of Folklore in Context,"

in Americo. Paredes & Richard’ Bauman, eds-, Toward New Perspectives iy
- in-Folklore, "(Austin: . University of Texas Press, 1972), Pp-. 3—151,.34 ;

It -also meets the requirements outlined by Alan Dundes in his’
Folklore
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| decorations, jValentines,' -chocolate Easter bu:mies,'and Hallowe'én ’
'costumes, is a. relat:.vely recent phenomenon. “Entire famj_lies' T
‘ formerl:,r spent a con31derable amount of tlme mak:mg ‘the items whlch E
=were cons1dered essentlal to'these yearly events. The school does
- ~not, nor could 1t be expected to, duplicate such former fam:.l:n.al
'-experlences. What 1t does pronde 1s an opportun1ty for chnldren to ”'“_'.':;-;
) o ' 3 . . 2o "make hol:.day cards and decoratlons, and generally to engage 1n G . >
certaln pre—festlval preparatlons whlch, 1n all probabn.llty, would S 3
SR have entlrely faded from usage. Ch:nldren do have certa:Ln approaches RS , / §
ol thelr calendar customs that have llttle or nothlng in common w1th - / i
T the classroom 31tuat:Lon.. HOWever, spec1al aspects of the preparatlon oo ! ' |

V

'and indeed of the celebrat:Lon itself belong, and are recognlzed as!, 1

e AR L s A

: {. ST belonglng, exclusively to the school. Far from be:.ng an element

wh:Lch suppresses folklor1c act1v1t1es the school, 1n this case, pro—'-' T “'-V -

[ RS s SNSRI

p motes such happen:.ngs.~ The school's mvolvement ensures that all L

I the hol:Lday celebratlons descr1bed here achieve the status of

‘cycl1cal customs as opposed to those oi‘ 2 smgle day - calendar G
'A_'customs- . Trad:Ltlonal act:Lv:Lt:Les, whlle focused towards the day of | E ": ,
celebration 1tself, are extended over a much more - substant1al per:.od o o

of tlme. ‘ Weeks are spent pract:n.c:.ng for thelchr1stmas concert. s '_ .'1 T
s ';, :, T : smg:\.ng SOngs and rehears1ng plays and rec1tat1ons. Mu_ch t:Lme. lS |

',devoted to mak:Lng hol1da}r decorat:n.ons and costumes. : 'Musi'c and'art

e classes are occup:Led w1th songs and proaects in keeping with the
AR " .'appropnate hollday theme. v — - ;o oL ' A,

When asked to explaln the ex:n.stence of these customs w:Lthm the A' r. :.‘;

’

h ."-“'l '”‘l




T LA

o

fframework~of an;otherwlselformalxeducational system, the teachers

.asserted that these are as mach a'part of the curriculum'and as

[

r-fThey cited pedagoglcal reaSOns to‘Justlfy thelr p051t10n. Part1c1—
\patlon in the Chrlstmas concert is sard to promqte self—expres51on
';and oratory skllls. The maﬂlng of hollday cards, decoratlons and

.'~posters is regarded as 31mply another artlclass act1v1ty. a

'v1tal to the development of the ch1ld as are reading and. mathematlcs. o

Jn an analy31s of recent Hallowe en. trends in Amerlcan schools,l‘

PR . K

o g'Maurlce-Mook~commented- "Halloween has 1ncreasingly come .0 be used

,as a "teachlng unlt" in- elementary school 1nstruct10n."8 That

statement also applles to the Brlmary school belng dlscussed here. ‘

.

fThe assessment however, is relevant not only when. applled to

’.'HallOWe eny but also to other holldays of a comparable nature. The‘

"1ﬁteachers do not acknowledge that they are promotlng chlldren'

':‘H(:,

calendar customs, ‘nor., that they are teachlng folklore-‘ln fact they

\

dld not acknowledge that the term folklore applled to any aspect of

-the at—school celebratlons. They explaln, rather, that they are

aldlng the deve10pment of- certaln rudlmentary educatlonal skllls.

‘As one teacher explalned.

Learnlng pieces for ‘the. 00ncert helps to 1mprove thelr
memory, especially for chlldreﬁ’who have poor memories and =

" have trouble rememberlng thlngs they're “supposed. to. learnb ‘éﬁin

" 'in.school . .. . v and it helps their speech and.language

" development helps them get used to: speaklng out 1n publlc. 9.

. . - N ' . N FEN
I . R

8 Maurice A. Mook '"Halloween in, Central Pennsylvanla,“ .'
Keystone Folklore Cmarterly, (Fall, 1969), 121.F129, pe 127

1"

9 Interv1ew conducted w1th Chrlstlne Carr at’ the Musgrave

' Harbour School on March 21, 1981.
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"{4'; _— 'Another teacher‘discussed the educational merits:of_making holiday
decorationS' - - ‘ .
_[ L ) . Maklng thlngs for the classroom and for the Chrlstmas ) A
A >+ ... tree develops children's creative ‘instincts - even when oo Lo Tl

+they're all making the same thing, say a hat for Halldwe'en,
"they ‘all make them a 11ttle bit different ‘and never decorate .

them the same. And it helps. with. their fine~motor coordlna-;

o : tlon, ‘they have ‘to think about the decorations they're going-
S to make and then_they have to use thelr hands. to make them. 1O

S

e S

: /‘ . '” S ~A=. However, a dlscrepancy ex1sts between the 1nstructional uses,
'ﬂ'/ _: I '5_V‘wh1ch the teachers take great palns to explaln, and the extr&- o

: Acurrlcular nature of the actual c&lebratlons. The festlve nature of %

R such OCCHSIOHS and the suspen51on of regular classroom act1v1t1es

‘,are attrlbuted to the fact that these are the chlldren's "spec1al

i nn ML oA ST B sttt ST

Though the teachers seem to feel compelled to view school—

, ' SR _ “days.".

i) —"; 5‘, o e t1me hollday celebratlons in educatlonal terms, the customs are

A e AT e T S e 2D

) recognlzed by teachers, as well as” students, as belng SpEClal' “v a; -,.r ::',?
events and as. ex1st1ng out51de the realm of formal 1nstruction.‘ hti *. . ..f~'.
the same’ tlme, ‘the celebratlons are accepted as being an 1ntr1ns1c - ?.éi,?' i
j’;. o . part of the.school experlencee thls attitude applles not only to the L
*,:j;“ . e ‘_acknowledged educatlonal aspects, but also to the partles, dlsgulses
L f, and’ games. They are percelved by all those 1nvolved as belng a | ;. ,:. e
’ perlod of spec1al 'llcence' for the ehlldren. One teacher was heard

fmaklng the follow1ng comment 1n response to'a remark concernlng the )

n01se 1eve1 1n her classroom durlng a Valentlne party; “What odds
fabout ‘the n01se.' ThlS is the1r day." Through the1r endorsement . _:"“,f‘:J i

.and promotlon of’the celebratlons, the teachers themselves "become. o

3 - 10 Interv1ew cOnducted w1th L;nda Noseworthy at the Musgrave:”"
Harbour School on March 21 1981. o
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o ‘noon. When the flrst ‘of Apr:Ll cmnc:.des w:_th«a school day, the

% S
-3 .

[ R | V"t v“ . . : B . ‘., . 6 ) _-. -» :.. - R . J,' ‘. ."’ . . ’ ) ot ...". . ‘..;':‘:\r”
partlclpants in the’ chlldren's at-—school customs‘ '_10'. S ’ o

Local tradltion dlctates that certa:l.n annual events, such as,

. ' Lo

Hallowe en and Valentlne s Day, prov-lde the ch:.ldren w1th evenlngs
in whn.ch they are released from the constralnts of homework. By :

' conformlng to the pract:Lce, the teachers are: aclmowledglng the 1mpon-

U 4 s

tance of the celebratlons and- even ensur:l.ng the:Lr c0nt:.nuatlon. In
thls regard, the school exerts -an 1n:£‘1uence on the celebratlon of’ Ca

these customs as’ it occurs both in the school and 1n terrltory beyond f

o 1ts jurlsd:l.ctlon. ' A P D -
_The school is in part responsible for.both continuation and .

change in some areas ‘of the.' children;'s calendar customs. 'For o DR '

rum g s 7 b o Gt o Pt o 2 .

e 1nstance, though the Chrlstmas concert is organ:l.zed, d.1rected by and “ 9; :
B "‘_held at the school, it :Ls in actuallty ‘a comnmm.ty trad:_tlon. Yet SR ~
.ian alteratlon 1n the trad:.t:.on was generated by the school authorl-.", ‘

K tles. At thelr :Lns1stence the concert gn.ft—glv:.ng sess:Lon was re—- )

' stricted to children of, or below, primary school age. Older ch:Ll—- -.

dren and adults who had formerly partlclpated were to be excluded.

Teachers, generally obllw.ous to thelr c0ntr1but10n, promote the g
' '“contlnuatlon of. some customs. Apr:.l Fool's Day, for example, has an’ o oot

. established time restrictiOn, the m:.schiei‘—mak:l.ng must conclude at

o mi bt hiamta s T2 o8,
-

) chlldren are aﬂ school durlng the trad:.tlonal tlme for plam_ng Jokes. ' C ’,.;,‘

AR

If the teachers dld not sanction. the chlldren's pranke 1t is u.nl:Lkely\_'-' ’

Lo

| " that these would. entlrely cease, i‘or the ch:lldren would, in all
. fprobablllty, covertly corrtmue thelr act1v1t1es. The teachers‘
.-cooperat:.on however, does enable the chlldren to play at least some

of thelr pranks overtly, and to extend the nﬁmber of partlclpants to
' . . Tl ) Lo cLr . . v :

. . . .
o RPN TENDTS S S
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o ,or treat:l.ng .throughout the commu.m.ty. ;

. 'or percept:.ons. Of Thanksgivzl_ng, for instance, the school presents .

whlch are.mainly ch11d—or1ented. allowe en celebratlonq in the

a larger &roup, which :anludes the’ teachers. ‘ :

Some aspects of chlldren's partlcipatlon in =pe01flcally adult

'guidance, ch:.'Ldren de31gn and decorate cards to present to the1r K o

)

hol:.day occaslons dn.scussed here. Father's Day and 'Mother' s Day o

s observances are, oi‘ course, not occas:.ons in 'Whlch the school 1s

" f-,‘dlrectly 1nv01ved. However, by 1ntroducing the card—malc:.ng tra—

N
” t

d:.t:.on, _the school has- assumed some part:.clpat:l.on 1n the events. o :
: "Young chlldren would probably not of thelr own 1nit1at1ve have
\‘-:‘begun malcmg cards for and presentlng them to the:.r parents. : The
schbol has started a traditlon wh:.ch origlnates 1n the school and ' ‘
is completed at home, when the chlldren present the cards to thelr

. parents..‘ S o el .: .

The school's mfluence has also been felt in other customs_~

\

‘ commmity began when a teacher 'from away' ;Lntroduced the 1dea of

‘\

) ', HalloWe en concerts to the school From the school, the concept

of Hallowe en festiv1t1es Spread and chlldren graduall;,,r began 'trlck

\

The scthl al,so has 1ntroduced to the chn_'l.dren aspects of some

‘ customs whlch have llttle or. noth:.ng 1n common w1th local tradltlons

an Amer:Lcan version, complete w1th P:.'Lgrims and Ind:l.ans.. Local,

MR

B ,1gnored by the school. . W:Lth other occas:.ons, such as Chr:.stmas and

©or famlly customs or:.g:mated w:Lth the school. Under thelr teacher 5

. 'parents on Father's Day and Mother's Da;,,r and . on some of the otherA’ v

‘."l

'-,"malnly churoh-oriented trad:.tlons, are, for whatever reaSOn, largely E
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Hallowe'en, school-based act:Lv:Ltles supplement, or at least bear some 8

‘,q.

relatlon to,events Whlch occur outslde the school. That whlch the

-

' ch:.ldren are taught in school w:.th regard to Thanksg:.vn.ng is unre-

o

lated to past or present fam:Lly and comrmm:.ty tradltlons. The

school :LS e:Lther unaware of, or else attaches no 1mportance to,

e

local Thanksglv1ng customs.. . ':.z '”y; ,,,""j *y,' :f', 515 .

Though the school has obnously borrowed some of its happen—-

R :Lngs from former home—based trad:.t:.ons, :.t has, 1n some 1nstances, ]

established 1ts own tradltiOnal actlvltles._ The venerable art of

- decoratlng eggs at Easter t:Lme is certalnly an age—old trad:.tlon

1n some soc:.etles, however, :Lt has ev:Ldentally never been a part of’

e local famJ_'Ly or ‘comlm.tmty happemngs. The school however doés ’

g
have a tradlt:.on of decorat:.ng and otherw:Lse us:.ng eggs 1n classroom

L "aCt:LVTLtILES- Empty eggshells and often whole egga are brough:b to -

conduclve to the play:!.ng of chnldren s games. Albe:Lt, some of ‘the -

.

o games. On these occas:\.ons, there ex:l.sts a verltable tradltlon of s :"

f proaects, such as an Easter egg tree. -

A

school by the ch::_'l.dren and employed in the construct:.on of artlstlc
The 1n--school partles whlch characterlze HalloWe en, .Chrlstmas

and Valentine s Day observances cult:.vate an atmosphere wh:.ch :|.s

) games, as was expla:.ned An the precedln,g chapter, are teacher

organ‘lzed.‘ Thls however does not detr,act from the essent::.ally

tradltlonal nature of the games.‘ The chlldren do select many of the

- recreat:l.onal act:Lv:Lties- they tend to prei‘er act:Lon or smglng

v

play:.ng a number of Iavour:\.te party games. Dur:Lng a regular school

d.ay, ch:_'l.dren play games at recess t:l.me and, if they are at school
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‘early enough, before the bell rlngs announczng the beglnnlng of

Jclasses. Games are gener&lly not a part of ‘the normal school day. ;"ﬁ

: However, onl the occa31ons of the partles game—playlng 1s 8 tradl— Lo

E:thnﬂl part of the: act1v1ty - as, much a tradltlon as game—playlng

) been crltlclzed for thelr handllng of the modlcum ‘of folklore whlch

»:,,caustlc dlsmlssal of teachers who "trot -out the appropriate folk

3 under dlscu551on, the hollday decoration technlques generally

By herald the approach of calendar customs. Preparat10n~for and ;

-jmaklng.. Chlldren ] Hallowe'en act1v1tles can be used to 1llustrate ff’ h

:.[at recess time. ThlS too 1ends credence to the 1dea that these are

[ B
e

days llke none other - they are 1ndeed unlque perlods of spe01al

: f_llcence' durlng whlch the chlldren engage in- pursu1ts whlch are

‘ usually conducted outs1de the realm of the classroom.~~f

lfl l :
/'Teachers in general and Engllsh teachers in partlcular have

has found its way 1nto the 1nstruct10na1 settlng.. Brunvand's rather ?f, .‘f"'

AN

,heroes or customary decoratlons at the drop of a hollday," may be 7,' =

'*unlte Justlfled, dependlng on the partlcular school 51tuation belng

117

"L.referred to.. . With regard to ﬁ‘e school c1rcumstances presently ‘_l;:h.'

]

\Tlantic1patlon of the arrlval of such annual events seem to,at ‘least

e

“unofflclally, begln W1th seasonal plcturg:colourlng and poster* . 'i;'\”

;thls p01nt. Weeks prlor to Hallowe en, chlldren are busy creatlng ”

f plctures of pumpklns, ghosts and W1tches which are used to decorate" -

.

'thelr classrooms. They then brlng some of these home to enhance

doors and w1nd0ws there. The focal polnt of Hallowe'en 1s trlck- .

in. Engllsh Departments " Folklors Forum B1bllograph1c and Speclal

|
. ‘n .
* K . b

LS 3

Jan Harold Brunvand -"Crumbs for the Court Jester-i Folklore

Serles, 2 (May, 1969), hS—h?, P LB
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- Z)r—treat ng,, whlch actually has nothlng to do w1th t'he school, how— '

&

ever, it |is there that the 1n1t1al preparatn.on and expectatlon for . ‘
; the occasmn‘ beglns. ' . - n - v |
' Tl:le‘ stence of ealendar celebratlons w1’eh1n the school does (
"nrovj_de that whlch 1s so vezy oi‘ten 1ack1‘ng :Ln the classrooms - |
culturall)j relevant currlcula... The: school-orlented aspects of the R .
' customs are one o:t‘ the few aress in- Whlch materlal assoc1ated w1th .

:the school lS dlrectly rela’c.ed to the chlld's l:Lfe outsme the

classroom. The teac:hers' sanctlon of and actual partlc:.patlon :Ln the

. +

school cusboms prov:.des a- dJ.rect llnk between these two often diamet- -

R

L
PRI PSS

r:.cally oPposed aspects of a ch:le's lJ.i‘e.'.. - \
;'j_ In fact the more ext;enswe the analy51s of the teacher‘s role, R .‘ “i . / K
the more- cogm,zant one becomes of bhe tremendous ) slgn:.flcance of IR /,‘
k) et ’ ": . *j ":. ) ..’.‘ : '::
the teacher"s partlcipation. : In hlS classic elucldetion of the el // o
‘~funct:l.ons oi‘L folklore, Bascom defined one of its roles as "- ¢ that e zj
b 'J
w‘h:.ch 1f, plays 1n valldatlng culture, in jus‘bn.fy:.ng :1.ts rltuals and- S L T
J.nst:.tutlons lto those who perform and observe them.!{l2 , ’fhj.s ‘:7"‘ R
explanation ‘can be appln.ed to the teacher s pos:.tlon in the cele- ::«.".-‘
'bration,of the ch:_'Ldren's calendar cust.oms, and in thls regard, L‘b ",; : K
15 :Ln essence, a summary of the teacher‘s funct:u.on. The ch:leren' ‘,_',»-_ Ao s T
o obvu.ous en,)oyment of the fes-blntles 1s sufflclent reason for thelr_%'.[ " -
,,. ; . A . o . . : ‘o
contlnued exlstence. q’I’he tea%;r's presence, however does offer ‘ e
s 12 Wlll:l_am R Bascom, "Four Functlons of Folklore," in Alan SR
Dundes, ‘eds, The Study of. Folklore, (Englewood Cl:\.ffs, N J UM S
Prent,:Lce—Hall, 1965), -p. 292.:»-. I P R
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’ addltional jus’tiflcatlon, whether or. not such 1s actually required.

~ The teacher and the school do more than prov1de an- atmosphere in
. ,.., . . ° ,
,:.which the customs may occur, they promote and justify their con—-
' o M k-1 -
S tinued exlstence.-' g . SN . Sl o

One of the broad but generally vague and unspecified goals of i

‘ ’. 'education has supposedly been to: prov:Lde ch:.ldren w:.th an under— JF
- ) ‘ o standing and appreclation of - so.clety and :Lts culture.* In AT
Newfoundland schools thls has not entailed the study of local or : ‘
. - ~A,prov1nc1al culture, but of North American society in general. ' ) : .
B | Children have thus been stud&mg a society that :Ls 1abe1ed as‘their
- : S o own. but w1th which they often have. 'nothing in common and to which . :
o C s :theyrhaVe no means of relatmg thelr personal exper;.ence. A recent o

L co _ L ‘ ‘.i-.task force report on education 1n Newfonndland accentuates the

N .
-

- oo T y o .f ;:.mportance of supply:mg 1nstructlon in pronnclal and regional

v . S . ' _\

purely Newfoundland, as opposed to North American, culture, the

o T recently pr0posed rev:.sed prov:mc:ial high school curriculum :anludes

IR SR ‘an’ emphasis on 'heritage studies' RS

LY

O o 1s intended to. 1nclude prov:an:.al culture, l:.terature and h:Lstory. . '

¢ - .
Through their role in calendar celebrat:.ons the teachers are -

I’ = L SRS at least promoting some part of local culture and tradition. They

-

el A Challenge. and Opportunity. . Final.Report, Task Force on Education,

(St John's: Department of - "Erucatlon, 1979) See throughout. . - R

oo lh See The Report of ‘the: Sub—Committeg on Curriculum
; Reorgam.zation presented to The COmmittee Plann:mg the Implementat:.on
of. Grade XII August 1979 L
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' culture. 3 In an endeavour to 1ntroduce to the schools thie study of e

The field of her:.tage studie.s L

13 R.K. CrocKer. g: F. T. Riggs, Impronng The Quallty of- Education- 4 .
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sharlng of these Seasonal observances. The teachers' part101pat10n

are support:.ng perenm.al' school tradn,tlons, and the student—teacher

~

»

catd

is as much a. 1ocal traditiom as is the children' s.. New teachers o

LT AN l

: enterlng the school system 1earn from the:Lr ‘colléagues and from '.v o

the1r students the role they m‘e expected bo- play ‘as the custorﬂs
-
7 B
, occur, and they generally fulflll thelr predetermned functlon. C

erates Once adults, espec:.ally téachers, 1nterfere, I would refer

L" L

’.‘ \ them to’ the customs exn.sting 1n 1ocal prlmary schools. The pos:.t:.on

; é/r,ad tions 1s probably ne:l.ther pos:.t:.ve nor negajc:.ve. It is anﬂA

. 9

of the teachers and the school as’ co—partlc:Lpants 1n the chlldren‘ s

K

?

1nh ent 1ngred:Lent 1n ‘local culture, and should be v:Lewed as such"

Just as the chn_'l.dren's pranks on Apr:l_l Fool's Day are an accepted

. part. of an annuyt/radltlon, so 1s the school's and the teacher' 5

v
~d

1nvolvement in seaSOnal ch:\_'l.dren's festlv:.t:.es. The school's 3:

L3 <o,

1nvolvement in one aspect of a custom does not detract from those -

- aspects wh:Lch ch:ﬂ.dren conduct when out oi‘ the bounds of adult

X

- super\rls:l.on._ One part of the celebratlon is as much a 'folk I

‘y To those crltlcs who malntaln that ch:_'l.dren's folklore degen.- _' S

tradltl‘on' as the other. <8 3 ‘
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S \ 6. CONcLUSIone A SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR FUIVEE FESEARCH - B
Ve S n. - "; - , A classroom un:l.t whlch consists of teacher‘ and sbudents ) ‘7 . N s, L

‘ },-"’ ‘ - compriSes a dlstlnct 'small group' of its own, possess:.ng unlque RS :j' .
) 'patterns and ‘bI‘&dl‘blOIlS-l As a g,roup exist:.ng toge’cher and temporar- L  ' “.‘ - ( '
l ' '." " n_ly dev01d of extraneous 1nfluences, , ’teacher and’ student.s' ha@,been ! i
“” . R w:.th us certamly 51nce the days of Ar:.stotle.‘ If tlme edbabllshes ~_‘ o A
; - 4a t.radltlon, t,hen the claserOm is cerba:l.nly ‘a ‘orad:l.t:.onal settlng.
- ’ Hav1ng establ:.;hed that. fact., and at the same tlme hav:mg accepted ‘ 3 } :
VL el “fear Keddles' posri:.iOn that the school is not a ch:.ld's natwral Lt 2
: '.\. '- . S "_.hab:.tat, . We must. also accept that whether naturally or, urmaturally':.-" ____. . § .
” i S . _contr:l.ved, the school does become a parb of the chi_'l.d'sfentlre 3
} - e env:.ronment Therefore, in studylng chlldhood ‘and chj_ldlore, the ' %
5 B .;-‘f‘,: ‘»'g:.school cannoh be 1gnored. With partlcular reference to calendar ‘ B ?
- _ . ,‘cus'boms, the school is part oi‘ the entlre gamut of ch:.ldhood | ’;
- . A / experlences' as such 1ts role is two—fold. On the one hand,’ there ' f:"
| o -'vare partlculer actlw.t.les whlch are the prerogatlve of the js all ' 3 :..
) :group w:.thln a classroom, but on the other hand,, these actlntles' o : ) ' ;
: . ‘ar'e merely one part of the ent:Lre calendrlc experience. o '
. _ \ ; J.' e . The relatlonshlp between the Chlld and ’ehe ‘school :Ls, to some l
. : o L See Neli Keddie, Tinléer, Tra__u‘g L 'E_hiAmthof : g@ﬁma E
EERO Sk \_ De rivat.lon, pP- 7—19 L "' ’ " CLT p
. : o e B .
e T T S ENNI S -




e

e R,

B L P

L S

v extent, a reciprocal one. 3ust"as the school—oriented events have -
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an effect on the entire celebrations oi‘ ch:t_'Ldren & calendar customs,

L

so “do the children's pre—conceived perceptions (leamed at home and

' 1n the conum.m:.ty) ai‘i‘ect the school's treatment oi‘ the customs. v For

the ch:le does not :Lnitially experlence calendar customs at school..: .

. Long before he arrives in the classroom, the child has alread,y

3.

reached the stage at which calendar customs have become an estab— -

o lished. part of his ch11dhood tradJ.t:Lons. T ' -

As this study has mdicated, whatever schools may 1ntend 0' dov‘

’ or to be, they are not entirely occupied w1th formal learn:mg That

L
calendar customs are a part of the school tradition has been clearly

oy

. demonstrated. It slso seems apparent that in the teachers' eyes,

" I

. the extended preparatlons for calendric actlnties are not con—,

sciously \rlewed as exlsting outside the realm of normal classroom o " -‘

A events. Wh:‘rle the actual day 1tself 1s seen as something different-: N L

=~ a period of special licence - the preparations are not.; The

teachers' percept:.ons in. this area’ are perhaps best demOnstrated by.. L

T .~ .

the follomng 1nc1dent. Du.ring the course of th:l.s study, there

occurred a change in. the principalship of the school and teachers o

\

i‘elt that there would be subsequent changes ,in school ph11050phy and

policy. Immediataly prior to Hallowe en, all the usual preparations

- costumes, decorations -~ were made at school and this “was done w:.th—
: out reference to the new principal. . However, when it came to the ' .

po:Lnt oi‘ hav:Lng a Hal_lowe’ en party, the teachers consulted w:Lth the :

N

.- . IS
Tt . R .
A R
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“new. princ1pal before making plans with their classes. - v
.\ '. I . »}A .:

v‘\\
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‘ Th:l.s incident suggests ‘that- the teachers do not v:.ew the.

g SR AT

T T

5
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. cycllcal, or extended, events and the actual calendar custom 1tself

I T

S dn the $ame llght. 'I‘hey ev1dentally assume that the - preparatory

o e

events belong naturally to the classroom- whereas the party is

e,

A}Serceived as someth:.ng outslde of the usual schooltlme act:.v:Lt:Les, ‘
{.\ . ’ Lt 5
A A and as such requ:.res some form of offlcal sanctlon. The prepara—

- . "-t:Lons are not questloned, they are simply done. Teachers would no

more neglect the actlv:l.tles assocn_ated w1th calendar customs than

gt S e

they would neglect to teach read:mg. e . - ST

Ao g v s = f e T

The attentlbn and focus on caCLendar customs 1s not cdn.f.‘:.n’.ed

: to the school under dJ.scuss:Lon here, nor-is 1t a recent phenomenon. SR 4

© Tl ek mar il

. \
.,;ertlng in the 19b0's, Julla Weber Gordon publlshed a. da.ary g_ur.mg

: ? ‘ day—td—day descr:Lpt:Lons of her work in an Amerlcan one-x rural . -
B . ! : . Y '

""school. The book contalns excellent and beautlfully—wrltten

Ma T m il i lea
e

'portrayals. of both the academlc and non-academlc purqu.ts of her

W T N e et e

Lt _ ) h students.' Wltness the follomng exc'erpt BRI . '»;._. , - ':‘.'- o

, Wednesday, November 20. The’ Chrlstmas splrit is in the L N
- . S b air and ‘the children work feverishly to get many . things done. -’ o
i ST . - The play is progressing. Christmas gift maklng turns part of o L
: e the day into .a workshop. The boys brought in some materidl - -. . - v
) for meking Chrn_stmas wreaths and placed hemlock boughs arou.nd & i

PP

o - " the ropm. 2 . ) B
. ;‘@u L AR K . . .k S "u..!‘ }
a ‘ S . '-.\: L o mgSuch expllc:Lt documentation of classroom activities as glven bry ) B " L

GordOn As unusual the act1v1t1es themselves are not. . Whether seen

SRR

TN L in the schoolroom of the 19h0'31 or in the context o\a modern—day

well-equlpped classroom, teachers an(d__’students together engage in ( ,
- L 2 Julia Weber Gordon, My C'ount:g School Diam‘,\ (N_e'ﬁ York:
'J“:_ = .‘ . . ' .; Dell Publlshl'ng GO. ’ 1970) , po 222- I 'l . .;f- : ) - [
! - . Loe T . ) ' . oo - ‘.j"
. ‘ ) ] ) . . - ; )
. o \; - . .



The—_rs! ’
2 F

'an 1ntegral parb of the school experlence, yet they sometlmes seem‘

' 'to Teel compelled to defend, for example, holdlng a Valentlne party T

act:Lv:Ltles that fall out51de the bounds of forma:l_1 instruction. "

Events sm:.lar to those descrlbed by Gordon occur in many schools,":,

are oi‘ten sanctloned by educatlonal authorltles, and are generally

.,

viewed by the teacher as belonglng naturally to the educatlonal

R process. At thls po:Lnt, the folk.lorist could step in, for manv of

~

these behav:.ours are essent:.ally of an 1nfprmal nature.

In her account Gordon dld not make a dlstlnctlon between o

e ,formal mstructlonal act1v1t1es and the folklorlc events 1n wh1ch

,her students engaged- ‘nor ‘do the teachers at the Musgrave Harbour : -

L2

'school make such a d:Lst:ant:Lon. Teachers w1ll 1ns:1.st that the

_ act1v1t1es assoc1ated w1th the celebratlon of calendar customs are f

2

1n school.‘ What we have in essence 15 a rather paradox:!.cal s:Ltuat:.on

k

in whlch i‘olklorlc events are equated w1th formal 1nstruct10nal ones,

but are s:.rmﬂ.taneously newed as belng somehow d:Li‘i‘erent.

When studylng the at—school actlntn.es, the folklor:Lst would
do well to keep 1n m:.nd that though the school events are bas:.cally =

a 'folk event' in thelr own rlght they are 1ni‘luenced and afi‘ected

s

' by and 1n turn, have an ini'luence and an ei‘fect on chlldren s

"_calendar customs outslde the school. Thcrugh they are a part of the LT

'

.Aentlre celebratlon, the context: in wh:Lch they occur is undenlabl;v

.

. dli‘ferent. For. one thing, theﬁmere presence of adults 1s a contr:Lb- L

w

'utlng i‘actor, -and :|_n thls case, the adults a.re not only present but'

“'also part:.clpatlng in the events. . Events in _which .the part1c;pan_ts

Lo, o
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,\_\ .

fﬁ chlldren will 1n51st that thlngs are not subaected to too radlcal a

‘..‘l -‘

L.
~

‘are both adults and chlldren are naturally g01ng to differ from

"'events 1n wh1ch chlldren partake, dev01d of" adult 1nf1uence. Though*

chlldren tend to ‘be hlghly tradltlonal creatures, the1r teachers in '

'many ways are not..'The chlldren, for 1nstance, have game prefer— I

N ences wh1ch tend to ‘be the seme at every party occa81on and they
', -oppose any change in the format of the games, 1n51st1ng that these
f'be played 1n only the 'right' way.. Thelr teachers, however, when

- planning act1v1t1es for, rather than w1th, the chlldren, strlve for

'1nnovat10n, they seek that whlch is new,. unusual or dlfferent. The

C teacher does not plan the same act1v1t1es Tor each’ occa31on, 1f her
."class de51gns an egg tree one Easter, they may create egg peOple'

',the follow1ng year. Or, 1f one group made an” egg tree, that progect

v

N would llkely become the prerogatlve of another group for the next ‘.:'

'seasqnaz The act1v1t1es, however, do tend to follow the same b851c R

";formation; though the chlldren engaglng in them dlffer~from‘one year

There 1s, t least in some measure, a balance between the teachers'* -

1nfluence on the calendar events and the 1nf1uence of thelr students.

‘e

Though the teacher may possess a propen51ty fan 1nnovation, the

change. S . “\

Both teachers ‘and chlldren, whether or not the former are aware

L=

.of it, "are co—part1c1pants in calendar custom act1v1tles at the

T
school level. ThlS is. an 1mportant factor of: Wthh the folklorlst

should be cognlzant and which should;gnfluence'and'atAleast in part. E

s
Te
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‘ _.thelr concomltant happenl.ngs. If the 1n3_t1al classroom studies

" - aware: of its posa.t:.ve attrlbutes. -

119

d1ctate hls subsequent approach t0 the study ‘of such celebratlons a,nd

\

_,prov:Lde ev:Ldence of the teachers' partlclpatlon, then the folklorlst .
_could ultlmately demoustrate to these teachers that they themselves
lare purveyors of ch:.ld.ren S folklore., As Dundes and other dlscern—
.1ng folklorlsts have observed, some educators percelve folklore as
: _belng fundamentally negatlve and 1nherently restrlct:.ve and as such ’
. :as be1ng dlametrlcally opposed to the sort of progress:l.ve and forward- )
_'.th:mklng attlt'udes that educat:\.on boasts it promotes in its students.B:

A demonstratlon rto teachers of’ the1r act:Lve partlc:l.pat:.on 1n ;‘:". .

i

: chn.ldren' g calendar customs should result in prow.ds.ng them 'w:.th some
"A_lnd:Lcatlon of what folklore actually comprlses, and should conse-—'. ’
o 'jquently alter suc}K percept10ns .and oplnlons. . If teachers become aware .

.that they are aldlng and abettlng folklore, they m:.ght then become ’

P

2"

There exist 1n schools other avenues wh:l.ch folklorlsts should

‘ xplore in the study of children g folklore in general and of
: calendar custom 1n partlcular. Though th1s study was conf:med to the '

: prlmary grades, chz.ldren s cele'brat:.on of calendar customs does not

v
-

' ~end w:Lth that age group.' Elementary classes engage :Ln s:.m:l_'Lar
.‘actlv:l.t:\.es and. in secondary schools, espena].'l.y in mus:Lc, ‘art and _‘

f"creat:we arts classes, students undertake spec:\.al pro,jects 1n -

recognlt:_Lon oi“ :parb:.cular calendar-.‘events. Certaln student
E % See Alan Dundes, “Folklore as a Mirror‘ of Culture." p. 472,

4
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e sll, whlch ‘are intended for educators. L 8

-

N

extra—ou.rricular act:Lv:Lt:Les, often create elaborate de51gns a.nd

othemse engage in fest1v1t1es in celebrat:Lon of seasonal Customs. ’

. Studdes of such students'- pursults would l:Lkely be profltable for.

two reassns.' From-a folklorlstlc p01nt of v:Lew, they would Sllpply
spec1f1c :Lnformsts_on concernmg ch:leren and their customs.

Secondly, i‘rom an educat:l.onal perspecta.ve, they would reveal knowl—»

B

~edge of a more general nature relat:Lve to chlldren's 1nterests and

- accompllshments, whlc‘:h i‘olk.‘l.orlsts could then convey to educatora.

v

Other areas of school related act:.ntles 'whlch should be the

focus of folklor:.c :anest:\_gatlon 1nclude the pastlmes in whlch .

ch:l.ldren engage at recess t:Lme and dur:.ng other interludes from “
: *‘:‘formal school‘lng.\ Some of these seﬁslons are. held inder teacher - ._"
: ‘A;supervn.510n, and at. t:Lmes dJ.rect~ part1c1pat10n, but more often are _. '

,.’,‘Z_the sole prerogat:.ve of the chlldren. Thls lS the one sector of the' 3

s

ch:l.ld's school l:.fe Wthh folklorlsts have endeavoured to study.
. However, the results of such- research have been subaected to very
- little rea_l ana1y51s, ‘and. when such has been done, the flndlngs .

' contaln at best, a modlcum of recommendatlons, and usually riore at )

B

Also worthy of. note by folklorlsts are the many educat:.onal

'games wh:Lch pr;Lmary and elementary schoolteachers employ to teach
.speclflc tasks or sk].lls., These are often varlatmns of tradltlonal o
.Achlldhood games: one such example is, the parlour game, I Spy, which

' 'has been used as a part’ of readln,g 1nstruct:|.on to teach or re:_ni'orce

120 ©
organmatn_ons, such as arts and craft clubs, wh:Lch ex1st to pursue -

"J ‘:.-,'
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‘ phonlcs and other decod:mg sknlls. Other so—ca.lled educational games ; )

find the:Lr way out of the classroom to become part. of the general

reperto:Lre of children s games. When ch:.ldren encounter a game that

- they enjoy, no matter what 1ts orlgln, theér proceed to make it thelr

. . L . BN . . ~
O"ﬂ].u.“ o, . e e .

Another area whlch could certainly prove of 1nterest to folk—

lorlsts :Ls what one mlght term ch:.ld-rear:\.ng practlces w:l_th:.n the ‘

school.‘ You.ng chlld{en espec1ally are generally closely supemsed

By thelr teachers. Consequently, thelr movements, mannerlsms and

by the:Lr teachers.. The methods employed to mduce chlldren to 4

ent:.re mode of conduct are 1nfluencec1 and to an extent controlled

-

conform to desured forms of behav10r are themselves desemng of

‘study Wlddowson has documented accounts of 'teachers belng used as

'}

: ‘authorlty f:l_gures W1th wh:Lch to threaten chlldren.l+ Just as parents

- .peculn.ar to the school 51tuat10n wh:IJ.e others are more :Lnd:Lcatlve -

‘emplOy those tact:Lcs at home, 50 do teachers 1n thelr turn apply the‘_/-;: 3
) same approach to d1801pllne at school. Threats and threatemng '

- .flgures are utillzed by teachers to coerce chi_'l_dren into obedience.:. .

o Corpora.l pu.n.:l.shment and other tracb.tlonal dlSClpllnaI'y measures ‘are;. -
"no longer optlons of whlch teachers may ava:l to achleve 'classroom
.control' : Consequently, they seek other methods and the use- of
,threatenmg flgures 1s but one. of these. . A study oi‘ the entlre RIS L

gamut Gf‘éducatlonal ch:l_'l.d—rearlng pract:_ces, some of wh:.ch arev/\h S

Lk prq_midqbwson, If You Don't Be Good.‘",_»ppi 256-2’66,'

L}
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: of parental authorlty, wou.'Ld u.ndoubtedly y:Leld valuable informatlon

' '_ would not necessar:.ly apply to studles conducted from a- folklonc‘. "

L cOncernn_ng the. un:l.que relatlonshlp that ex:l.sts between teachers and

the:.r young charges. - ._ . ST E o ;; *

le

Folkloriste can also .learn more about schools and students by :
studylng the results of research conducted by other d1sc:.pl:.nes. . A

o number of anthropolog:.cal and ethnographlc studles have b,ee,n,_carrled\

out at schools and folklore can cez-talnly recelve some cues from

3

these. At the same’ t:.me, we would do well to bear 1n m:l.nd that an

approach whlch ma}r be a pract:.cal one.. for ethnograph:.c studies, -

perspect:we. . Folklor:.c :anestigatlons at the school would eseen— . o

t:.ally be of a. dlfferent nature, and therefore would require a

‘ d:.fferent method of study

) oglsts who v1ewed echools as though they were a "smgle monolithlc P

. Before plunglng headlong 1nto the schoolroom, folklor:.sts m:.ght T

do well to attend to cautlons that have been expressed to anthropol—

ogists engaged in slmnlar pursu:.ts. Wolcott crlt:.clzed anthropol— .

'-""_4 structure."s. For those afforded only a superflclal gllmpse 1nto the A

real nature of schools, 1t is easy enough to assume that one school

is: 11tt1e more than the duplicate of another, or that student UL

. ¥

behav:l.ors 1n one classroom are necessarlly reproduced in the ad,]o:Ln—v

‘.: :Lng one. B In actual:.ty, each school and each classroom funct:.ons,

,a"

5 Harry F. Wolcott, "Handle W:Lth Care- - Necessary Precaut:.ons
in. the Anthropology of Schools", in Murray L. Wax, Stanley Diamond’

" & Fred O. Ogexing, eds., Anthropological Perspectives on Educat:.on, g
(Newtx‘qu_c: Basic Books,. 19_7'1-5, 98—117 S st
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"tlng fleldwork there, a‘b least ta.ke care to be thoroughly fanullar

“

o ";'23

perhaps espec:.ally in’ :Lts¥ 1ni‘ormal s:Ltuatioh//, as. a d:Lst:ant and

separate un1t. [. -

Wolcott also expressed d:l.sapproval of anthropologis};s Who, , ,'—,

" _w:Lthout hav1ng prenously conducted research 1n schools, proceeded -

to adnse educators as to currlculum content. He suggested that

e f:.eld work is reqmred for anthropologlsts 1n every other area, and
' that the ‘Same. rule should apply to schoolsg A suniI%ir caut:.pn may

‘ ‘be recommended to folklorlsts. pl‘lOI‘ 'bo des:.gnlng teachlng um.ts

folklore 1n thelr classrooms, they should, 1f not actually conduc- .

Cwwith the s:.tuatlons to wh:Lch they address themselves.

B :E‘or schools and adw.s:.ng teachers as to: the best ways of: ut.:l_'l_:.zmg_v oy

Cem ol

If folklor:l_sts wish to see folklore be:Lng ut:llzed 1n the {._ , e

/\

J— — ¢

, mu.st approach teachers and educators w:Lth the:.r suggestlons. . Bauman

'sald of chj_ldren's folk_'l_ore that. 1t ":Ls an index to what is :|.mpor- ’

‘.'-ta.nt to ch:_ldren :.n the peer group, and thelr cormnun:.catlve

:conlpetence w1th1n it. "6 ThlS val:Ld and pez;ceptlve assessment. o,f

' ch:_'Ldren' s folklore is an argument tha‘b should be presented to
; educators in general and to teachers in paztz.cular, for 1t is- w.a

lthe:Lr :Lnfluence that folklore w:l.ll be_come an object of study An

schools. In the same vein, Dorothy Howard suggested that "The use

oL R . t

6 Rn_chard Bau.man, "Introductlon" o 'Beverly,tJ . 'étoeltje, ’
Ch:.ldren‘ s Handclaps, p. 1. L e i

E schools, they must enter 1nt0 that env1ronment t.hemselves, and they o

. - ;o o - s
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., of folklore m schools depends on ’oeachers e.nd ’oeachers have thelr

:h:(';, ’, ) beglnnings 1n teachers' collegee."7 She then descrlbed the wayuln

which one such college had 1ntroduced a folklore course to its

" 'studen’o teachers,;»and.-how thls 1n turn - had tranalated :Lnto the

: teachers domg folklore work 1n their schools.: ‘I'he valldlty of her .

st atement :Ls ob'v:\.ous- :\.f teachere are” to teach folld_ore in ‘bheir '

classes, ft.hey must Have some lmowledge of the dlsc:l.pl:me.; The push
" :;_for educat:.onal dfartments and teachers' colleges %o J.nclude the
‘ I'4

- study of folklore n their curr:.culum must come from folklorists.

In additlon to promotlng folklore study in schools, folklorlets S -

' must take themselves out 1n’t,o the i‘leld, and 'begln Jt,o study an area

;’,u‘ T . . -

":i.that. they have long neglected.

59
l

o

>

7 Dorothy MJlls Ho;vard, "f‘olklore in the'"Sc‘ho‘o_ls,".New -York Fbll_é.toreij;f '

ngarterlx, 6 (1950) 99-107, p: 100,
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