














ABSTRACT

This study investigated the effects of student
soclio—-economic status on teacher expectancy. Specifically,
student academic achievement was used as evidence of dif-
ferential teacher expectancy for students of lower and
middle socio—-economic status. Teacher experience was
studied and differential effects on teacher assessment of
students of differing social classes were examined. Also,
the study investigated the interactive effects of teacher
experience and student socio-economic status on teacher
assessment of student academic performance.

Two hypothetical children, alike in all respects
except soclio-economic status, were described and presented
to education students and experienced teachers. The
children were given identical performance levels on a
Social Studies quiz and teachers (both education students
and experienced teachers) were asked to grade that per-
formance. In a two-by-two experimental design, the educa-
tion students were divided into two groups of 30 and each
group was treated with a different socio-economic status
description. The same procedure was carried out for the
experienced teachers.

The results of an analysis of variance confirmed

the presence of a teacher bias for students of different
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Description Sheet

SHERIDAN

General Information

Sheridaﬁ is a twelve year old boy who is enrolled in
Grade Seven. He is 150 cm tall, weighs 41 kg and has blue
eyes and blonde hair. * Sheridan has a Stanford-Binet
Intelligence Test score of 103; a score of 100 is considered
average on the Stanford-Binet scale. He attends a new
Junior High School which has approximately 400 students

enrolled.

Personality

Sheridan is a pleasant child and makes friends readily.
He is well behaved and his teacher reports-only one incident
where he had to be reprimanded for fighting on the playground
with another boy. Sheridan, like many of the boys his age,

is shy around the girls at school.

Family Background

Sheridan lives with his parents and his brothers, Brian,
age 9 and Jeffery, age 6, in an old two storey house without
proper insulation and a floor furnace is the sole source of
heat.

Sheridan's father left school with only a Grade Six
education and has had trouble getting jobs because cf this,
especially in late years. He is now a truck driver for a
local trucking company and last year his total income was

less than $9,000.
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Sheridan's mother left school in Grade Eight to get
married and has been a full time housewife since that time.

The family does not get muéh of a chance to take a good
vacation and the boys spend most of their summer playing
street hockey. The children are clean, though poorly

dressed, when compared to the rest of their classmates.

Please turn to the next page and assess Sheridan's

performance on the History Quiz.



























