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€>In Newfoundland sealing has been a traditional
T .ac

.'“television progrgms, and in other public spheres
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fty for centuries ‘ Despite the }act that the number'fx

of ships and men who go to the icg has declined steadily

E since the late eighteenth century,‘the whitecoat hunt

continues providing additional income and adventure for

1

a men after a. long and dreary“w1nter Inithe 1aet decade

i the hunt has become the focus of attention:which has evolvedff?

with emotional appeals through the mediaL they created an

outraged public who demanded a moratorium on the hunt

Newfoundlnnders first regarded the protest as:amusing,

but as the threat became more apparent frequent expressions~f

of cqunter-protest circulated through newspapers radio andv'

R

whfch,has tulturally-specific rhetorical arguments. Using

examples from 1etters~to-t
. 5 :
line radio programs and other sourcea,. I have constructed

he-editor columns calls to openﬁil

e
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‘ ground of= the ir‘xdiv:.dual erresmng such sentiments. T
N ; , ‘ ¥ A
AP (R f= Empha51s on counter—pr‘otest poetry and songs is’ an
g i '. . ' Y : :
.effort to demonstrate the contlnulty of trad1t10na1 N
S s expressive behav1or m Newfoundland Verse-maklng has long
- { L .
1 T been a popular and reSpeéted actlvlty, and seallng has been R ¢
I ' B the theme of mnumerable compos:.tlons. The esoter:.c raﬁture
of the occupatlon further contr:.butes {:o n.ts ablllty to L
exc1te the J.maglnatlon ,'-‘ vand there 1s ContJ.nu:Lng publ.‘LC toh .
’ dms.ratlon for sw11ers and theJ.r ShlpS ’

'

."system, and for thls, reason, 1t is’ unl:.kely the two 91.dés w

)
-l.

o Wlll ever agree about the whltecoat hunt \
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have' ably demonstrated thelr 7%111ty to. 1dent1fy, descrlbe,

‘7and analYZe such behav1or, another task'remalnﬁ l“J{:;:’
‘”T:fproblem—solv1ng mechanlsm.l a so01al tool and teChﬂlqutﬁuﬁ.”
'lfifwhloh protects and PerPetuates £ group. a- soc1ety,‘a culture,, ﬁff:

then the small-group approach may not be the only approprlate one.

',_phenomenon in the sense that it 1s an 1ntegra1 part of

f_”operates organlcally, as a process at the cultural level,,A

been expanded to 1nclude eVents and expfessaons of ‘an. i I

e in the peflnltlon of Folklore," Towards-New.- Perspectlves in liklﬁ

:'Context,"_ln Towards New Perspectlves ln Folklore, p. 43;;.m;;;' e

I. INTRODUCTION
N - . L N
A ' ) - "\ t
At thl? date, a collectlon of oetry and, songs may

appear to be a backward step for contemporary folklorlstlcs

with its emphasisjon performance'and‘contextual studies;

)

This view aséumes'that folklore is sidnificantrbehavior in

small groups of 1nter—act1ng 1nd1v1duals. Whlle scholar5~j

v -
(S

‘. ol
., - '

If We accept the notlon th t folklore exlsts as 4a.
") LR

e

[
As Dan Ben—Amos noted, “folklore is very much an organlc B

S '

" cnl,ture,"2 and ‘"1n 1ts cultural context, folklore 1s not

.,

an . , aggregate of thlngs, but a process——a communlcatlve,

-t

3 = A
process, to be exact o R L_ 4 e
o . , . SRR

Thls the91s lS an effort to demonstrate how folklore o ’ ':'hr.f~'

\ i . .
: RV .
and to acCompllsh thlB, the deflnltlon of context has._ e

- PN

T N
N - o~

lRoger Abrahams, "Personal Power and Social Restralnt

Folkloxre, ed. Amerlco Paredes and Rlchard Bauman (Austin: °

‘Unlverslty of Texas Press, 1972), p.\l7 ‘; 7‘:“.“' ,Jq.j'{ff;;‘ni

2Dan Ben—Amos,’“Toward a Deflnltlon of Folklore 1n

P

® ..



defmltlons of follclore, I hope to J.llustrate how folklore '-'

’ can smultaneously be,' "a body of knowledge, a mode of.

L e SN R T s
N o ' R Sy
- . ) VA IR N
v ‘ . ' 0 ’ E | s !
. '. ‘ ’ N V.‘ ".-l‘“ 2 ‘. —h
[N . » \ ' t. . ~. . .o
:‘ = \ ) 'x _-{. .I . . .":
g R T énti're decade.- It isa cross ge’nerlc approach '&3 the ;7 a '
. . - .."-\- .'.
s’tudy of one partl.cular tneme\ whlch I have ~labelled o
] e J'counter-protest " To the extent I have trled to delxneate .7.; 2 o
the forms qf counter-prot'est, ;t{he thesis 13 des::riptive, but.._i Dy
: my pr1nc1pal concern ia. w1th identlflcation and analysxs /\ o "
. of expresswe strategies utilized by Newfoundlanders ;Ln .
, ) response to conflict over the seal:mg J.ndustry. _D -
v S e fao S . . . v
S ue ‘ Rather than try:rng to descriminate\between prevail.lng L
e .:.‘ - 4 ' r.\.,. _"?,,‘
thought, or a kJ.nd of art’.".r On another 1evel analy81s of 2
Vool . . \ ‘._ e L ,': . »

counter,-protesb expresszons prov1des informat.xon about

1 x

,"',.. . cultural values and attltudes. : Certaln ex‘pressive behaviors

are 1embod1men\ts of " folk J.deas," de,lened by Alan Dundes as
i "tradltlonal notlons that a group of people have about the
N N :

nature of man,, the world, and man 8 llfe 1n the worlg

=t r

Folk 1deas would not constltute a genre of folklore but

N M

LT ‘ rather would be exp,ressed in a great variety of different 1
ST e genres. 5 S L R U D ‘

C o w s ] .; "Folk ideas" are not readlly art:l.culated and generally
R o AT

) requlre some J.mpetus for exgression.~ Counter-protest, - BT

i e ’ ! %, A B
,./ ~ y because of 1ts expresswe urgency and serxousness, 18 one ' i
L',:'

o ': v such theme whicn does allow some insught 1nto a, people s

5 Alan Dundes, "Folk 1d6as a8 Unite of Worldv:.ew, ey
Towards New Persgect:cves .1n Folklore," p 4.< ST UCUL LR :
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T Nl T L T S Lot P P
Lt -Thro.ugh .examlnatlon of a confhct 'Sltuat:ton; '.'Lt becdmes - .
\ o A \ R, . « el RS [N _'

e S p0351b1e to se,e how folklore operates as a medlatlng agent L v

7 S between opposing lnterests. In thls respect folklore ;_s : \ L

trad:utlonal behadlor. o , :;"-.‘! SR ".. . f' N

b Anxletles arlse ox;t of situatlons threatenlng ‘
- the life of ‘the group.: . 'Expressive. folklore'
- ‘assists’ in maintaining  the statys quo by - C e
C L e w0 giving A "name" o6 the threatenlng forces’ both _..\f' R
LTt ', mthln and wa.thout the gx)oup, ‘and’ by presentlng ’
T these rameg in‘a centrlved, artificial form and SR A
s T contextygiving the, 1lgpres\31on that tl;e\forces : EEFEREHENE P
. St ; ,'_-.."'_" . are belng /contrblled e UL P

Yet each conflJ.ct context has certam novel, ﬂne—speoif:.c NEREEE I

,' o l-,_[..,-.""'.. : dlmeqsions. ) Resolut'lon demands 1nnovat1ve as well as tradl—v_'

e \ ' tlonal techm.ques ; Thl‘\..S' cepac1ty for 1nnovatn.on explams , .
) ‘why new express:.velbehavmrs are cdntinuously belng deVLSed ' j-;
‘ \, The emergent qualltles of folklore, as stressed by Rlchard R 3
S Bauman,7 become ev1dent 1n ‘a. study such as tha.s- throudh ‘
AR dlachronlc analysm of repeated thematJ.vc re5ponses, ;ve'\ere. :
. P able to’ document the erner’ience of ”al clxli-.\urell&-based _‘ . "’.
S : .rheto\rlc. whlch ratlonallzes and affl;ms behav‘:.ll.or.”\ B -
/ The ConteXt . , : - ,
s _ \ B - The eeel hunt in Newfoundland has been a tredltlo;al » " \","-'
[ Sp:::n.ng aetlva,ty for centurles. ) It has been the source and ; \ :
. ; msplratlon for innumere)ble songs &tor:l.es, 'and anecdotes .

a Whlch prov1de kewfoundlanders with a dlstlnctlve herltage.

Yet the last decade has w1tnessed a cur:n.ous pl/xg enon-e— S

B . 6 Abrahams, p., 18. T 3
o - 7 RJ.chard Bauman,"_“Verbal Ar; a8 Perfomarfce, : _'f"""
P o Amerlcan Anthropologlst,-~ 77 (J_ 75) ' P- 3()2r
RS




‘ :—- ; -," oo '. ] : ’.- : , . . .A,_ .-.. T ‘ . ; . .' ) — " ) ‘.. . ».D. . . ‘_{:. ..’___-.' e - {‘_‘E’-
b o the seal hunt has been challenged by outsiders on, sog%gl, '

"“'_?mpral, and ethical grounds. The campaign 1ntens:.f.1.ed from

' .-' - ltS :Lmtial whisperings 1n the late 1950 s ‘to a. f‘hll-'

'scale, 1nternationa1 1ssue by the mid-1960's. As the
* ‘¢ .‘ l N .
ant:.-seallng protest became institutionalized w1th' formals._; "

b,
l

!(?rganizatlons and 1eader5hlp, Newfound&.anders were forcedlv.j-"__".'.';'."‘". T
-a:’."».t‘" respond . “°t onl.y. t\O Protect their 1ndustry . but,o more it

: .‘importantly, to defend their p‘ride'and cultural J.dentlty.'-_‘:_‘
. ) \ : ”My thes:.s does not ,attempt ?to review the 'history of *:.l,"":'--

“ “seal:rng in Newfoundland, | no.r. is i.t concerned w:xthxresolv.mgl' :

the :Lssues Of \protest Slnce the controversy .‘LS a / L B
! '.':;/ R ’ " L0 A

o relatively recent event whlch continues 1nto the present, ‘ »;

N St . AT RIS
LT In order to appreciate the s:.gnificance of the songs and
N " . . . ‘

LS

; ,—,r:‘-":'_"';... L poetry which are the central focus of my Work ,,:J.t Was S
telsl 'necessary to deVOte some attention to the matter. : Chapter
e Two J.S Journalistic J.n the sense that it reports on the

Can . v

for 1nit1ating and sustaim.ng the protest through the e_" .

years. The popuLarity f the sealing campaign is examined o
P in the\ context of the 1arger env1ronmental movement whicn ol
- ’\-'"'\ RPN \ 4 N P
L SRS has become one of the major soca?al concerns of our time.

':;-'51_"'-;\'" e " The definition of protest is- "l to state p031t1vely,

the history and socia].6 :melications have yet to be recorde‘d _:j E

development, events, and personqlitles who are responsible ,_" R

: -?3 i f ,.-';' : 2 to speak strongly agairfst, to expres's disapproval to
L ‘ 8

S s 8Webs?.ter s ~New WOr‘ld Dictionary of the American

.\{.‘. 'I."’. DA ‘. N ',’. ,"1 .’_" . . _.‘ A ° oo L . o .: . .
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v a variety of forme: "verhal ctitieism, written criticism,
. Petitions,_pieketing, marghes, nonviolent confrontation,
e.g;, obstruction, nonvidlent law-breaking, e.g,, 'sitting-
- ..in,' opscene'languagec rock-throwing, milling, wild }unning
looting,  burning, gueridla warfare,'etc."gk Songs, jokes,
. «
blaison populaires; narratives, jokes, 'and other expressive

forms comm‘hlcatlng objectlon orx OppOSltlon, are —of parti-

. b _cular irterest to ﬁhe'folklorlst though, to date, a rather -

>
- ) 1

'strlct adherence toiif:EpadAcategorles hes llmlted analysis

- of protest contexts. o : .
- \ . L) - y .
“Express;ve," accordlng -to Roger Renw1ck, deSCrlbéé

behaV1or "that 1s ‘o - some extent emotlve and evocative, that
. deals wlth feellng, someglmes subogdlnatiné to thls_quallty

<9t er aspects of expression, like form and content and

:§&ert reference.“lo‘ rhé expressive forms of protest provide

"y 4 s, .. - . A -~ 4
eﬁ‘indexyto the beliefs and values held bf;a particular -

(o grou%g'-wiiyiam Jansen expl?red ghi;é;ﬁpqpt'of folklorxe in
1 . N .
1. £,

*\ his essay, "The Esoteric-Exoteric Fgétor in Folklore."
J' . ) - o P .I" . . .
" He articulated thr®e featuires which make a_grbup particularly

v susceptible to these sometimes ﬁnifying, and sometiqes

: 4 . ot .
, i [ .- N . .
ry e . _ - .

’ _Language/ 2nd College ed. (New York: World Publishing Co.,

" 1972), 1142, :

-

- "r, ; 2 Jerome H. Skolnick The sPolitics of Protest
(New York«-81Ton and Schuster, 975), p. 5. '
KR ©, 10 Roger ‘Renwick] ‘Individual - Systems of Verse-Making

Acthlty Among Working Class People, PhD Diss. (Phila-
delphla- Unlver51ty of Pennsylvania, 1974), p. 337..
& ' {& W1lliam Hugh Jansen "The Esoteric-Exoteric Factor
. . in Folklore," The:Study of Folklore, ed. Alan Dundes -
* - ‘(Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, -1965), pp. 43-51.

(4

v . - "« .. ) -
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divisive factors: 1solat10n (by age, religion, regionalism,
etc. ), possessxon of spec1a1 knowledge which either is, or
seems to be; peculiar, or; when one group is considered by
A . ) y . . 1 2 h

others to be particularly awesome, favored, or admirable."

The esoteric part of this factor, it would

seem, frequently stems from the group -gsense 'y
of belonging and serves to defend and strengthen ?
that sense.... The exoteric aspect of the factor

is, at least in part, a product of the same sense

of belonging, for it may result from fear of,
mystification about, or resentment of the group.

to which one does not belong} 3 _ L.

while grOups have certain 1deas about their own

I

-

1dent1ty as contrasted w1th otner groups{ they are not ' - ;
always verbalized In protest 51tuat10ns, esoterlc and

exoteric attltudes come to tne surface and often'are the

e

core of expressive behavior. Negative stereotyplng is a

>

common feature of protest. The out-group is portrayed as

excessively abusive and malicious, while the in-group is

L

praised for its discipline, maintenance of .traditional i

values and worthy conduct. Po%;glzatlon tends to occur;

e

.the leadershlp of conflicting 1ntere?ts frequently engage

in dlalogue in the effort to negotiate a solwtion, but the

membership may perpetuate the confllct through repetltlon
. N ) N

of praise and blanie among themselves.

World view is another emergent feature of conflict or

protest contexts. "A person does not receive a world view,
but rather takes or adopts one, A world view is not a ' -
. Sy .

12 1pid., pp.49-50. ,

13 1pid., p. 46.. .

w.

e R s s e L e e e ek L
. . [N I . RN




datum, a donné, but something the inﬁividual'himself or
'the-culture he shares partly constructs.."14 " World
f view generally operates as a sub-conscious cultural feature--
it does not have to be articulated when people share common

sets Of;expeotations and values. However, when conflict

occurs, it indicates disagreement, and often it is necessary

to announce these values in the effort to strengthen or

v

reaffirm group loyalty'and recruit new members. Since, one

of the obJectlves of protest is persua31on (or dlssua51on), . ' i
) communlcatlon is often dellberate and serious rather than. . !
3 fplayful. Whenever: a group feels threatened, there is a
_tenaeney'towards’iéealization; public appeals.are'hade in
' the effort to conuince members to participate-in the re-
-affirhation of tradltfbnal values; In the'prooess;lworld
view—eor the underlying.principles andfcognitive structure
< g " of group exper1ence—-1skmade publlc. '

Social movements have a’ predictable course in that

1nev1tably a "shift from surface .consensus to overt conflict"
15

- ——

, . takes place. Although they areé a recurring: phenomenon, Ey
7 .few counter—movenents have been studled by soc1al . \'/Z }-: g'
sc1entlsts.16_ The ant1~seallng protest proceeded for years \F ;
w1thout,be1ng challenged but with the reco;nltlon of
14 Walter'Ong; "World as View and World as EVent," ' '
o _ \Amerlggn Anthropologist 71 (1969), p. 634. - - i

Stan L.. Albtecht, "Env1ronmenta1 Movements and S ]
Counter—Movements,“ Journal of Voluntary Actlon Research, o
V.1l; No. 4 (October, 1972), p. 5. o \ f

. ~18 1pia., p. 5.

",,‘--m
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potential and real threat, Newfoundlanders' began to respond

with countering arguments and actich.

My thesis is based on the premise that counte;-protest
is a\distinctive theme, identifiable by defensiveness and
rationalization on one hand and, on the other, aggressive

and defiant assertions of right.f Through'examination of
pro-seal hunt expressions, I have attempted to explore the
nature of c0unter-protest as it is derlvatlve of N.wfoundland

N )
culture in general and as. a response to a glven confllct

N

1n partlcular.

' Bécause the Sealing‘qontrOVefsy was perceived as an
. Coe o . s ~

The Perfg;mance

~attack on Newfoundlande;s ‘as well as on tne'sealing issue,;“

both the arguments and their expressive modes»are culture—

M

spec1f1c. Popular, cultural.communlcatlon channels in

Newﬁohndland are openLline radio ohows, ietterseto—tner
'edltor columns, and books, magazlnes, etc.; Poetry and

song have tradltlo 1lly been favored forms, and they-Lre
employed to perform the follow1ng functions: "1. Survelllanoe
of the env1rqnment 2) “the" correlatlon of the parts of \.A‘

society in feSpondlng to tbe env;ronment; 3) the;trane—

. mission of_the'social'heritage'from one generation to tm%' ‘%@

next. n17

. Drawing ev1dence from both oral and 11terary sources,

I havé constructed a typology of rhetorlcal strategles

.0
Ly

17 parold Laséwell "The Structure and Function'of
Communications in Soc1ety," Mass .Communication, ed. Wilbur
'Schramm (Urbana- Unlver81ty of. Illln018, 1960), p..118.

'\Y"-v./

."‘. - L
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’ ’ 0 ’ { .
which manifest themselves in all the form$s of sealing -

~ . . . »

counter~protest. The fact that there are a limited
number of arguments offered in.rebuttal to accusations

is noteworthy .from a cu;tural, perceptual standpoint,

while difﬁerentials in communicative competence are
revealed through varlatlons on these several themes.

Further, these arguments are presented within a relatlvely
‘'narrow tOnal range,,usually Sarlous, but oqcaslonally

Satlrlcal or facetlous.

. v

I have suggested there is a part1a1 relationshlp

s

between the functlons of cla331cal rhetorxc and the j'-';]ﬂy,.a

;rhetoric of counter—protest. COunter—protest comblnes all
,thnee modes of appeal pralse and- blame (for honor and
dlshonor), accusatlon and defense (for issues concernlng'
]ustlce and 1n3ust1ce), and dellberatlve argumentatlon to
welgh advantage versus potent1a1 1n3ury. .
Us1ng Kenneth Burke s theory of grouplng llterature
., on the basis of 'a common SErategic element, and R.'Serge .
| Denlsoff s descriptlon of protest songs,‘I have focused on-

ow

emotlon and: emotlonal appeal as ‘the 51gn1f1cant attrlbute
fbf COunter protest. Letters, calls to radlo programs,
.verSes and songs are typlcally spontaneous responses to

feellngsfof outrage, frustratlon and prlde._j

A cla551f1catlon by rhetorlcal strategy and communica- L

tlve intent enables one to group 1tems whlch are osten31bly
)

separate and unlque forms and at the same tlme, to encomr _ '.”

. .

,pass the expres51ons of. people from a wide spectrum\of
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. Crosbie, M. P., noted poet Arthcammell, prgﬁessronal folk
-'songs i\lshapter Fivelare arranged by somewhat arbltrary
~f;criter1a,.u s personal performance status,-it is not an }Lfm

-c evaluative or critical classrfication scheme, But simply an .

"tﬂorgannzing prlnciple...

”paper poetry w1th the purpose oi 1dent1fy1ng characterrstic

'-features of folk poetry In the process of looking at micro—' ‘

poems devoted to the seallng 1ssue.' At the-same tlme,-

.at Christmas, and being absolutely spellbound by that account
\ I possibly dould about the sealing industry\today..”,.;'f‘ﬂw

' the amount of mater1a1 I could recovér considering the'f;f::r

social'and economic backgrounds . :"Anti-sealing protest o

"is an issuc whlth stirs the- emotions and pride of many

'Newfoundlanders, regardless of thelr personal status or ‘i. Cig\; o

1nvolvement Wlth the fishery In this respect, lt is ,“ . i; l',

possible to lnclude the dounter—protest verses of John

SlngEISw,together,WLth novrce poets. While the verses and

'

”

\

St
~ N L e . - PR \\ ot
o o . . oo, RS . . '

RO S : ke . P SR
When I first began.my study, I untended tp examrne news-;ﬁ{ﬁ*-rw

'\ AN : ALY

filmed copres of the St. John s: (Newfoundland) Evenlng

X Telegr :from 1970 to the present, I dlscovered several T Y - f

-

current newspapers were reportlng and edltoriallzinq about f"‘

the ant1c1pated protest 1n,March, 1978, as well ag the Pro-"-'u‘

F: R v F .='.':‘l._.

| v1nc1al government s travelling Campaign to counter mis—'jfull'ﬂﬁl’-léjiﬂ“

informatron. Having read Cassxe Brown s Death ‘on'- the Ice T

A

I was-emotionally and mentally geared toilearn everything

Although there were some initial reservations about

AN T s Lt s‘
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recent compllataon of seallng songs and’ poetry, Haulln' o

nge and Gaff * by Shannon Ryan and Larry Small 18’ 1 p .
( dec1ded to pursue thlS toplc w1th empha51s on’ contemporary L
lexpre551onst_;?hroughuexplorataOn of a var1Ety of sources
.and forms(;I‘dameﬁto'the,concluslon that counter—prbtesti
was.anZlmportantrtheme transcending,formal,generio I ..-{ R
L N . " T .

L bOundarles. " ',:-5 [ R A(

" .
. P B
1 .

-
o ul_;ﬂpll\ tﬂ'jj My only cr1ter1a for analysxs were-l) the ltem 1.' S

expressed an oprnlon about the broteét ox: protesters, and

2) the ¥tem Or Oplnlon was shared w1th others and thereforeijﬁf#'*'

-v., LR
B B . *

";{ was a dellberate 5001a1 communlcatlve act. rather than a:?:zq’

L R .
: personal, 1dlosyncrat1c and ;ntrosPectlve act.- In effect,.-»”

T \
a0

z:'qu -u' I borrowed ROger Renw1ck's ratlonale for studylng verses'fﬁ'pfli ; -

o - - vy . . . .
_.=3The act of composltlon of a complete poem - T |
. '+ or song that.was My entxy point into my’data : SR
- .. -I-take fto be, in its most complete manifesta- . ! R :jJ_U
TN e S tion, a partlcular purposlve way of comprehending, Lo
T _‘fformulatlng, expressing, and giving meanings o
o ;). o ta experience,'so- that’ one .may communicate, know- S D
G o : : S . ledge, ‘feeling) and- judgment abouth that ; . - o 7"
o ..\ - ... “experience to othérs and" poss1bly 1nflpsnce jﬂ,ﬂ.,?.: '
. _— their attitudes and behaviors as: well

Although ‘I read the back 1s5ues of\the Evenlng Telegram - xx',.ﬂ,ﬂd ‘

‘”“j S from 1971 to the present, and scoured the ProV1nc1al e

L \

'h{:flﬁ,,,?ff Archlves,-the Department of Folklore Afchives,,as well as f ~jf"1 ‘
- ot EUER.

- - the Unlver51ty and publlc llbraries for relevant informatlon,-‘fsf :
‘. I must acknowledge my debt to the serendlplty factor.‘ f: ?
" ) ‘ ’ B .
K o Many ltENS were dlscovered by chance, others were ‘.iﬁ“ AR
. referrals ‘from, frlends and aSSOClateS who were klnd enough :Q,;[,§:dq:
o e .18 Shannon RYan and Larry Small, comp Haulln Rope f},;;'p'ffik,;~
S ek Gaff (St. John's- Breakwater Boohs, Ltd 1978) L |£.'Q_;";‘;;:;5~
. ;'f wi_d {il, J;g Renwxck p..36 “-.53;: ’1'7H»1:,'i[fif'3fﬁ= ;ﬁi‘iyl;i'l
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.to share my interest and their knowledge. Flnally,u

o o
several verses were sent to- me in response to a brief

B

.rletter I sent to newspapers around the Province. - I yas. -

fortunate to’have thenopportunity to-go to St.'Anthony

“in March 1978 30 I was able ‘o’ witness what remalned of -

B the protest effort, and talk w1th many re51dents who had,

lbeen lnvolved Ln prévious years o § o e LT

=;the topics I could not explore.; In addltlon, I have

It is. my 51ncerest hope that through thlS study,.

.!small but 51gnlficant part of Newfoundland s social;history

;Ihas been recorded,wenabllng future researchers to pursue

W

, c ..,'\\

"i-trled to 1dent1fy a new theme of 1mp0rtance to folklore, R

ffo bellev1ngf"hat 1nter-group confllct creates a helghtened

“we o

:sense of s lf con5c1ousness and dedlcatlon\to tradlt;onal

values.‘ In the effort to artlculate the features of-:~u

'counter—protest, I haVedrawnom theorles and methodologles

from folklore and varlous 8001a1 sc1ence dlsc1pllnes, u91ng

\

‘pexamples from radlo televrsron, newspapers,'and other

"-prlnted sources to support my theSlS-uf-;\E

L v RS

.,,“
* \

.Q. 8 AN 8]
I

A . v . . R ";-, . R

'iNote‘ Quotatlons and verses have been reprlnted eXact
“ﬁ._é ~as collected, .therefore ‘errbprs-in spelling and

punctuatlon may occur throughout the text.; 'ﬁ “.

.‘,'-\- '. LT '-.." ST e

Ak




R peace Foundatlbn when the term '“protester"
'.§‘~1s mentloned the fact remalns that they were relatlve late—

T comers to the anti-seallng cause.‘

T that earlier abuses were'reétlfled through strlct goverqment,

3 \qulet about conq}tlonslat the 1ce. In 1960, Harold j{
- ‘ .

HorwoOd wrote-an article detalllng seallng brutalltlés, h
: SN :

Lot . - 4 Lol . L _.’.. .
[ ’ : - : S o , "

'II. THE SEALING PROTEST

N . . B
\ .

History ' . o S : [

) \ -

External publlc interest in seallng began in - ‘the late

1950's. Whereas ny 1nterest lies not $0 much with the -
protest as with expressions of'counteerrOtest; it ds

.essent1a1 to survey the events and concerns wh1ch preceded

the reactlonary counter—movement of the 1970 s.; While.'-ﬁ

most Newfodndlanders th1nk of Brlan Davxes and the Green- O

/ . - s " ".\'.'.' :-‘ - %' '
‘.ﬂ - . .. " - .' \'
A partlal explanatlon of the 1ndignatlon and defen51ve

[

attltude taken by Newfoundlandersﬁtoday, lies with the fact

/’A

regulatlon. Contlnuo%f superv151on by the Department of o

N

Flsherles 1nsures that quotas are respected and that

Y A
A

kllllng is conducted by humane methods.' Canadlan and

1nternational humane socxetles were the agents respon51 le -

for-lnstltutlng'changes. and thouqh thelr appeals were ' B

strongly worded their appeal was.. not emet;onal Thelr

o’

motlves could not be challenqed 51nce they dld not SOllClt :‘ S

the publlc for. funds or support as d1d the later wave of -

protest organlzatlons L .]‘-}“f, o ;j"' : 3':ﬂ: S e

Newfoundlanders themselves have not always remalned
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/

and a recent poet criticized the premature killing of

seal pups.l :Two stanzas from ‘“Uncle John the Sealer "

" are reprlnted below-

: For over forty years and more
- A sealer he has been.’
He says "That killing infant seals,
He never fore has seen. ;
But now as soon as they are pupped, Co
Before they'ré any good
' You're forced to murder in-cold blood

The baby harp¥and hood.-
v . ,~Solomon Samson (1951) .

In 1978, a Tw1111ngate natlve, Ray Elllott, galned-

N

'j notoEgety for’ tourlng w1th Brlan Dav1es and telllng audlencesy--

-he’ had sklnned\harp pups whlle they were st111 allve.

. ‘ ] :
Though Horwood and the poet Samson, expressed thelr OplnlOHS

E w1th1n acceptable bounds, Elllott s partielpatlon was viewed

\

T
as treasonous and mrsrebresentatlve of contemporarylseallng

' (]
practices. N

slnce the hlstory of the protest has yet to be properly
{

documented, a chronologlcal summary of events 1s needed to

Y

' lend perspectlve to the rhetorlc of counter-protest The

Ontario Humane SOciety, “in the March 1972, 1ssue of thelr

1'publlcatlon, Anxmals' Vorce, prlnted a llSt of thelr‘

- .

'act1v1t1es Qn-behalf of the-seals._-L have borrowed

exten31vely from that source, and usé the 1n1t1als, "AV "
|

'to 1nd1cate dlrect quotatlon. f", N f"

1955 (May -30) Meetingxln Hallfax, Nova Scotia, to Adiscuss
: _ killlng methOds used ln the seal:flshery,

Solomon Samson, A Gllmgse of Newfoundland in Poetry

and Plctures, ed. Robert: Saunders (Pogle: 'J. -Looker, Ltd., . o
CIBE0Y, e 39. o hm o T e e




1960

1964

1965

. Ontario Hupane-Society submltted Proposed amendments v

' .the Department of. Fisherles

’ reprlnted in West German newspapers,

'-hunt

15

chaired by Myles Murray, President of the Nova
Scotia S,P.C. 'The meeting was held imn response to
public .concern regarding. humane practices which were
stimulated by Dr. H. Lillie, .who pad recently
observed seal hunting and made a film; Department
of Fisheries biclogist, Dr. David Sargeant, stated
he was not satisfied with -killing methods and
recomiiended needed. improvements... Dr. H.D. Fishex
' commented, "inhumane kllllng was not the rule, but
he did agree cruelty did occur due’ to haste and
rivalry.' (AV) :

"Tragedy on the Whelping Ice," publlshed in’

Canadian Audubon, V.22, No 2 (March—Aprll) pp. 37— 41 N

to the Seal.Protection Regulatlons, 1ssued by the Vo
TAV) R

I /-“f

Artek fllmr—Radlo Canada commlssioned Artek fllms
to ‘shoot’, .footage of’ the Magdaleﬁ Islands seal hunt
:Andre Fleury), Producer, W1th Uwe Koenemann, : .,-;
A551stant ‘Producer. - S LT, e
N <0 R - . o
“Murder Island," afticle by Peter Lust (Montreal). o
(Aprll) - ’

Radlo Canada broadcasts Artek fllm on publlc tele— o
v1slon in May. . E . B
Prime Minister, Lester B. Pearson, sent lBtter to
Montreal Star editor,"...It is .the governmeént's
-intention to see, 'that this flshery which has
provided- an annual crop for more than a century
continues -to flourish and_1s conducted with
eff1c1ency and humanlty (July)

-Munich and Hamburg (West Germany) humane~5001et1es
enter the protest through news releases. 'f _/

'Department of Fisheties 1ssued a statement on' March - !

- 16 noting the reduction:of' the harp seal pbpulatlon
' .to levels below maXimum sustainable yield.

'Arrangements madé for. offlclal observers to be
present in the Gulf of St. Lawrence for the 1966
(Av) -

e .
. e
R

:Observers from Canadlan and Boston humane 30cieties_
attended ‘the hunt. . Skulls. of slaughtered animals
were examlned to determlne whether they had been_

a8

,’House,

Peter Lust, The Last Seal Pup (Montreal Harvest A
1967), p~ 58 . : '

P
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v 1968 Offlcial ‘b B agreed the. hunt was as humane as"
P : o . any ghter house: operation-and probably as . ...
T '+ “Humdne as- regulationland enforcement could énsure.. .,
' ; . (AV)f N )T,q . ‘y'._ ‘fv‘\ A oL ;,~-,:
: \ Lo o ' . il

o ., . own-séaling film- because: he objected.to the Arfbk

ST o P '
) . [ ';Brlan Dav1es and - the New Brunsw1ck s. PrC A.
///;//f,///f’/,///’//i fllm, "The'Seals of the Ice Pans."'

B S

dead”heforé skinning. . While ‘the majority’ were,
a2 few were not. Most observe believed the
/ anlmals were uncon501ous ‘and Welt no pain. (AV)

(June) Ottawa meetlng convened by Minister of

Fisheries, the Hon. H,J. Robichaud. Humane -society

_ officials, ship owners: a refresentative of ‘the

. : : ., Newfoundland Federation of Fishermen, and regional

Fisheries Department officials were in attendance.

Regulations for the 1967 hunt weré announced, -
including several: recommendations proposed by
the'Ontario Humane Sdciety. Revisions included:

(R ! ’ .

-All sealers, 1nc1ud1ng\1andsmen, were requlre“

s to be ‘licensed. o N LT
. T .- =The 'gaff 'was prohlblted as “a. kllllng ; strument,
¥ I \and regulatlon club sizes:were esta ehed; K
, . ',<:"-Low~ca11breur1fles were outlawed,~ ‘.7 )
ST -the seal was

~No -incision« could be’ made unt'
dead beyond doubt . -
—Sealing act1v1ty was res rlcted to thb hours’of
‘A.M. to 6" P ML oY -
S i—Flsherles offlcere/were empowered to suspend
Voo llcenses of v1g}at0rs lmmedlately., (AV)

'Henrl Stadt, -a former Artek soundman, produced hls L

R ' ‘ ',ver51on._' .
1967 . ObserVers at the’ hunt reported the effectlveness.ﬁfi
: ~o£/the new seallng regulatlons. (AV) o

Peter Lust 5., Tne‘Last Seal P ] published.-:;J

The Standlng Commlttee on. Fisherles and Forestry
: , " conducted public meetlngs in April’ to. lnvestlgate
< ' the sealing ¢ontroversy. ' "The Gommittee. concluded
' - ,f_ that - grossly misleading-information’had.been purs - .
' veyed to the general:publigc:in’ Cadnada .and abroad. "

".; o S Irrespon51b111ty had been shown by the. producers :f'ffii sl
.. of the Artek film. (1964), and by the T.B.C:’ for not ¢
+ 1nqu1r1ng 1nto 1ts accuracy before screenlng (AV) \_?
\ o K e . . ' ;/

a Henrl Stadt v1ewed Davles' fllm and remarked R RPN
. LT ; : . PN = \ \ . ": T -». :/. -- .'..-l-

b




T .  ' "I thlnk the £ilm stink§ and I'thlnk the man who

et :f has. taken-any

".'1 L - -
cL i - ) . - ’ _\;x’ . ."1 1‘7
S ' e . SNt
,. | 17 |
5 S T B

wl” ,'~.'I . . ‘.'A_ . R
o | S

did that fim not only s¢ld himself but all of us
in the country——purely and 51mp1y w3, T )

._role of the New Brunswick S.P.C.A. in the "Save-
the Seals" campaign.’ Dav1es remarked: "I think it
(sealing) brutalizes a man. it makes. him sometnlng . -
different perhaps. to youw and I when _he goes ‘out into A

'Brlan Davies was- questloned'about his income and th//}

? this very beautiful area and. proce ds to Club X o
. :nUmber of baby seals.;_,4 . ' -
. N L . SR

i '-John Lundrlgan replled "g submlt Cnalrman,.ja:_u',,~_ .w

© ‘that ‘I.Have met: thousands of these’ sealers ‘and ‘tne>:
_oa, fatt thatwe! hhve ‘the witness here ‘today~isran -
'"f;'“example that they are. very humane because nobodg
vendetta agalnst the—gentleman "

Dav1es breaks w1th the New Brunswick
organlzes, The International Fund for

R
M . ..~._-.

SRS s' b.C7A: and)
’ ~‘,'-{;J!m:Lmal Wefar

ﬂ.‘Vf(October 15T The Department of Flsherles announced e
'.“a‘ban on ‘the killlng of: whltecoat .pups: in. 1970.,..35” .
o AR types of alrcraft were: banned from seallng
by operatlons. ?AV) ,-‘;. ‘;

, . ) - .' .. : ‘ ‘ ) , - . . L l'u ‘ o 1,
1970 - 0ff1c1al observers expresSed satlsfactlon about (‘;
S enforcement of newﬁregtlons. CAV) f L e

1971 }il/farch) Protests 1n New York CltY»at Alr Canada and R I
' Canadian, consulate offices.ﬁ "European Committee: ~ . . - .1%.
for..the Protection. of Seals" offered to pay sealers.- -
.to stay nome.,ﬁ,;,. : : : e

7 '\_ - 'l.

T ~,7;'Br1an Dav1es escoxted a group of Amerlcan youngstersi' gsfm
" ? j;to the Gulf hunt to dramatlze the 153ue.7 SR et
i 2 . RN L

: »-’Mlnister of Flsheries, Mr. *Jack Dav1s, establlshed o n§ S
ER SR hSpeclal Adv1sory Commlttee on Seals and Seallng " AR R
~f713 T3 Canada. HOuse of Commons. Standlng Commlttee on Kfﬁ}jﬂffi.-f

Flsherles and Forestry gg?roceedlngs, No. 14 . (April 15, 1969)?“‘Lr E'Hﬁf;

Ibld;l po : 425- -I'- B

‘- 5 Ibld., p. 425..
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. S 11972 Brian Dav1es returneg to observe in the Gulf.., o “f
. B ' . .,‘ o . . »

ae -7 " THe, Interim Report of the b0mm1ttee on Seals and T B
e , o '.- Seallng recommended a phasing outof the Canadian'; L R
&g ;%iig)y .. .. .and Norweglan seal hunt by 1974, followed by a_ - a

mlnr?um 51x—year moratorlum on- seallng Lo
¥ L ..

1974 ~ Né Néwfoundland ships go to the 1ce-, Newfoundlanders b
. o signed aboard hallfax-based vessels.‘ Protest" R Bl
/ N contlnues througn the media. ST A
T B 1975 . Observatron contlnued Wlth medla protest.u-nufﬁgxff“f;;f:«'_ig/;
S 1976 f"Brian Davies. hlradtiamew of alrllne stewardes"esl?g' ; .
CE o e e to‘jo&n hlm at St Anthony anﬂ gb to ‘the- 1ce.¢,x”
e '. N v B Iy \<\' - ’ . _
Greenpeace threatened to spray thé seal pups;’ WLthF
green dye, then resc1nded the: plan after a publlc"'
" .77 meeting.in’ Bt.Anthony," statlng-_"We ~respect - your:
"[f style ‘of.living and we :don't” want to. 1nterfere w1th,m
- 'your, llVllhOOd,....]Oln Wlth us-instopping: the: »- 7
Norwegians 58 tnere wxll be more/seals for you in .7
the future.«. SR SO . AN

Rlchard Cashln requested Greenpeace co—operatlon to '-ﬂ,f'w Qﬂ/
Join the battle for'. éstablishing: a 200—m11e limit- ‘-’y\ﬁ{;“wff.'

for Canadlan flshlng vessels.¢, . B T A
2 ) : < #'ﬁ* RS T S S

A" small demonstratlon An’ front of Deoker s Boardlng R
" House -in St.: Anthony is ‘conducted- by Newfoundlandersfp o
S , protestlng the. presence of Greenpeace, volunteers.g' S
S RN Placards ‘read: "Save.tne Flshermen°“ FWb want more- -'-_7,'-.
R than your dye-"'"Great place—-wrong Issue-" "Sympathyf e
N Cf. i . ds*not Enough;" :"Red Dye. for Ru551an Trawlers- ‘ S

R Norweglan Shlps-?‘etc R AT RSN Y“ .
1977 = Brian’ Dav1es rented the entire leing Motel (St.- VTR B

// Anthony) for His core’ of - press angd: actress Yvette' B

S B Mlmleux'?.cuaﬁ.~ s e "u;“a- ”ﬁi '-"”: i BERERNRTS SN
: 300 dEmbnstrators plcketed ‘the motel -and surrounded e e

RSP R Dav1es' hellc0pters untll RCMP offlcers demanded e S
R A P they remove themselves or. be arrested._v,t :,;h;fﬂ7“;wlhﬁ_{fﬂ'

1 a.«' ":

L ﬁ‘Vf“.’ Brlgette Bardot appears in’ Blanc Sablon ‘at ‘the ” ) L
Greenpeace base- camp.- Her photo ‘is takeén.with a !t - % =i

j{' Y T ? y .3 stuffed seal pup, which later ‘was ‘to become the' .:{Z.Mn'j:
T P T topict of controversy when(yress releases suggested R SR
SR . R the pup was allve.ﬁ Lol T L -:-'Z-" o
- .."..‘ ‘.:- 1 - I K g _ N ..’_-"-. . . B oo CPEEN \. " h~‘."'".l'..:.".i T,
T T 8 Evenlnngelegram (MarcH lO 1976), p l . c
.ﬁﬁ,f N g Evenlng Telegram (March l3, 1976), p.B -‘ "

|

1'.
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Greenpeace member, Paul Watson, hand-cuffed himself,
to the winches of the Martin Karlsen.

1978 The Newfoundland government scheduled press con-
s ferénces across North American and in several .
European cities to present the Newfoundland case
~for sealing, (January and February).

Brian Davies and Ray Elliott appeared in Europe to
denounce the hunt as cruel and barbarous.

Progressive Rights Organization sponsored an old-
time, "Sealers' Send-Off," in St. John's, and
organized concerts, displays and literature to tell
"the other side" of the sealing story.

The Mummers Troupé toured Canadian cities witn their
play, "They Club Seals,.Don't They?"

Y. S. Congressmen w1tnessed the hunt w1th Greenpeace
. members from San Francisco, Oregon, and Vancouver
branchés. «

Greenpeace President, Dr. Patrick Moore, arrested
on two charges; loitering in a public place.(a tem-
porary Fisheries Department office), and fot
obstructing the hunt.

l

While sealing operations had been obsérved for neafly a

-

‘decade, the first confrontation at the ice between "come-

1 .
from-away" protesters and the Newfoundland sealers occurred

.in 1976. . The situation was® exacerbated by the presence of

A\
2

iﬁpernational journalists and media people who were eager
to.report incidents of physical violence or verbal abgse.i
Brién Davies hired a;team of airline stewardesses 10
accompany him with a crew of reporters to the icer Wwhile -
séalers were instructed to ignore the protesters, the women

shouted, "gou butchers, you @lo'ody butchers~," and, "Do"you_

\

sleep at night...will you be able to eat your dinner today?
. » . ~»

-You must feel very brave killing those 1ittle'animels. yhat

A
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men, what brave men."10 Davies was later charged with two

violations of ,the Seal Protection Regulations: for landing

)

a helicopter less than one-half nautical mile from any seal,

and operaPing a .chopper over seals at an altitude of less

than 2,000nfeet.ll'

" After a pubiic meeting with St. Anthony residents and
other concerned citizess, the Greenpeace Foundation agreed
~ not %o spray-paint thel.seals, but they maintained their
1.500wed position to sep the whitecoat hunt abolished.

Juniox Abbétt, a Musgfave Harbour man, gave this interpre-
':tation of the 1976 protesters:

"I1'11l give my opinion on the female people who
are going to come down here. We all have long
hair and modern looks. What are they supposed

to be, the Delilah of the new age? And what are
they going to do, cut off our hair and poke our
eyes out? I had my wife with me last year; she
was out for a week with me and nobody knew she was
a woman for the way she dressed. So I can only
picture these young ladies out there in sheer cloth 12
and those poor things are going to freeze to death.”

There were no incidents at the ice, but there were many

threats in anticipation of aggravation. - "Newfoundland

people are like the Newfoundland dog who is very kind and

very gentle Wntil you make him angry.and then he can becgme

20

very vicious." 3 . Senator F.W. Rowe-was sufficiently

concerned prior {to the opening of,the hunt that he sent a

.10 Evening Telegram (March 16, 1976), p.l.
11

Ibid., p-1.

12 pecks, Awash (April, 1976), p-8. -

13 1pia., p. 9.
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letter of warning to Romeo LeBlanc, federal Fisheries - | .

Minister:
We must be realistic in this matter and
recognize that seal hunters are armed with
lethal instruments..,it would require only
one sealer out of hundreds involved, to be
goaded to the point of desperation, for a
tragedy to result...; Moreover, the possibility
of a fatal accident should not be overlooked,
especially if, as reported in today's Globe *
and Mail, Mr. .Brian Davies carries out the
unbelievably stupid suggestion of using airline
_ stewardesses to interfere with the seal hunt. 14

4

= o Ll - W T kBT

/ - . . -
The 1977 proﬁgst in St. Anthony was a carnival with

a number of side-shows. Brian Davies rented the entire B F
Viking Motel for his qontingent of press and protéstefs.
On Marcn 14, an estimated crowll of 250 to 300 demonstrators

. AN I3 ! -
surrounded Davies" helicopters, while others tried to delay .

his departure by blocking the hotel exit with their bodies.
Nearly one hundred RCMP.éfficers were called in to protect
Davies and ensure there would not be any violence. F

The failure of\both the'Fedepal ?nd Provincial gbvernf
ments to take afirm stand on behgif of the sealing industry’
led to the formation of two independent organizations-- .
Concerned Citizens of ét.;Anthony and the Society fbr the
Retention of Our Sealing indusiry-—and it was the combined
membership of these two groups who manned the picket lines.
Perincial'Fisheries Minister, Waltér Carter, mafe himgéLf.

) A

unpopular by wérning the demonstrators not to engage in any

illegal activity, and many viewed this as a political sell-

3

Evening TelegXam: {February 97,1976) , p.6-.
. ' o

14
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“After a twenty-four hour vigi@xafn$he Viking Motel,
a public meeting was convened at the St. Anﬁhbny high §chool
auditorium, attended by some four hundred people. Certer,
- local politicians,_fisher@es officers, and representatives
of the clergy stood iogether cn the platform to tell the
audience, "We're fighting for our very survival in New-
fouhdiahd;f and warned,l"Protesters should not interpret'
our patience as weakhess."l (See Photographs #1.8 2).

The protest “c1rcus" featured two mov1e stars-—Yvette‘
Mlmleuxaand Brlgette Bardot—-creatlng a mlnor dlstractlon
for the press, but they dld not accompllsh much in the way\
of obstruct}ng the hunt. Bardot apparently appeared_at the
invitation of Franz Weber, a Swiss millionaire-conser-
vationist who joined the ranhs df protesters in 1977. At
a February news conference in St. John's, Weber announced
his plans to establish a synthetic fur'induStry to
recompense thelpewfoundland<Sealers\once the hunt was
abollshed. He also revealed that his offer "to buy" the.
lives of beby .seals for $400 000 had been rejected by
Romeo LeBlanc Plans to cnarter a “floatlng hotel“ to
accomodate 51x hundred Journallsts to w1tness the hunt
were greéted with amusement by the press and publlc.

' “The Greenpeace Foundatlon set up thelr headquarters

in Planc Sabfbn; Quebec, across the Strait of Belle Isle.

.

[}

15 pvening Telegram (March 15, 197}), p.l.
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’ ,'-\reporters on the scene d.1d rot concur.

/ .
Th\e rationale for staying at a distance was articulated

by Patrick Moore:"They'd love to turn this into a Greenpeace

«
N\

versus Newfoundlanders \thing, rather than Greenpeacers

\
s kg

versus the seal hunt 7’E}Ting. That's why we're not getting
involved in any of the demonstrations. We're not .accusing

16

the people here of anything‘. " One of their team gained

notoriety for hand-cuffing himself to' the haulirg winches

of the Martin Karlseri while loading seal pelts. Watson was
} N

dunked sev‘eral tlmes in the ocean, but was later taken C

~

.aboard and glven dry clothes ‘and- food. Greenpeace press |

freleases suggested the dunklng was deliberate, ‘but other

N ) w T LN

One of the most dlstressing aspects of the protest was’

. the’ rece:Lpt of "hate letters " addressed to St Anthony .

.

residents. Many. let-ters' ‘were written by elementary school

_children a/nd were fllled with vicious threats. The-St.”

Anthony Comm1ttee returned bundles of the mail to Umted

States Senat r Edward Kennedy and Presulent Jlmmy Carter,

suggest:i.ng that schools were 1nappropr1ate places for

propaganda .

..

On March 22, 1978, the United States House of Repre-

'sentatlves heard a resclution, :Lntroduced by Congressman |
- Leo, Ryan (Californ:.a) . whlch called on the "Canadian

'government to review its’ polJ.cy of’ allowxng the ‘barbarOus'

oL
kllllng of new—born seals in the annual hunt; ....kn.ll:.ng

&

LI ’ \ . ' .o Yy . VIS .

ottava citizen (March 16, 1977); p.7."
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_‘1n 1977 the Newfoundland government contrlbuted $61,000

24

seals hy clubbing them on the head is a cruel prectice
that may cause the specms to become extinct."” -The
Canadian House of Commons. responded on March 24th w:.th

a resolution of support for the annual hunt, statlng

17

all efforts would be made to ensure strict -'Supervision

As previously notedr two 1ndependent citizens' groups .

. were formed to counter the protest s:ane the off1c1a1

government pollcy was to lgnore the protesters.' However,

N <

.;to the | organlzatlons in support of the:tr efforts.n In May, :

.”

'.'—lthe St. Anthony Concerned Cltlzens merged‘ tn the Trmlty,' o
ni

Bay Socxety for the Retentlon of the Sea11
they drew up a’ constltutlon fo’r the new body, the oProgresswe
Rights Organlzatn.on. Artlole 2 contaJ.ns thelr statenent of
purpose,: ‘wifo -inform people- of. the_lr rJ.ghts,, 'to act‘as an

ageric'y to insure these righ'ts ‘are respected -and up‘rieId to

' 'the end, that they may. be able to effectlvely cdounter mls—‘
informatn.on and propaganda in ‘respect: “to the way of 11fe L

:m the Provmce of Newfoundland and Labridor,' etc. Co E ‘. L

\

'.‘5‘_, In 1978, the Progre551Ve nghts Organlzatlon was '

'funded by a Canadae Works grant funds from the Resource

. Foundatlon fo-r the Arts ‘. and the Prov1nc1a1 government. by f'{*
'.Eight people were hlred to work for the twenty—week perlod

: correSpondlng to the annual protest effort. : Tneir dutles '

ér

a mcluded answerlng 1etters of :mqulry from the Ma:mland

S\

*Canadian News Facts (1977), p. 1739. . -= .- “1

."'_3 o
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'well—wishers attended the waterfront service conducted _ N

) were open to the publlc, and members were avallable to

‘an3wer questlons and provrde lnformatlon about the hunt 7\{“_.

| "flnally took an aggres31ve stand V1s—a—vis the protesters f},fﬁfﬁf

'iﬂln early 1978. A serles of press conferences-—New York, _\L‘“‘?

' Newfoundland p051tion on the hunt. °Essent1ally a medla

uofIndustrlal and Rural Development, Tho

' MacInnis, marlne blOlOngt Dr. Harry Rowsell and Dr. H.

' Bruno Sdhlefer, pathologists- Mac Mercer, senior pollcy

- adv1sor w1th the Department\of Fisherles,, J1m~W1nter, a:
CBC commentator,'and Captaln Morrrssey Johnson sklpper S

-.of the Newfoundland vessel the Lady Johnson II. L RV f-_f,'j '

and abroad, as well as soliciting support from industry

and service organizations within the Province.
The PRO revived the traditional sealexs' send-off
ceremony. and,on March 5th, an estimated crowd of 4,000

Bl

by representatrves from all the major rellglous denomlna—-

tlods in the city. In St. Anthony, PRO headquarters w1
o - \"'q
Premler Frank Moores aLd the Newfoundland government

i
B \ H

Boston, Washlngton, Chlcago, Torcnto, Montreal, Ottawa,.

San Fran01sco, Los Angeles, Vancouver wlnnlpeg, Paxrs,r

< . - ) ¢

London,\and Frankfurt—-were scheduled to' present the

N

JCampalgn, 1t was, directed at Journallsts who heretofore

i

had: been exposed to protesters arguments wrth llttle

vcontradlctlon. Moores was accompanled by Walter Carter, o , 1.
/. N "': 1

'Provincial Flsherles Mlnlster, John Lundrlgan, the Minlster
. Qe - . . v -

’ : ]

Hughes Executlve 1

V1ce—Presrdent of the ontarlo Humane Socrety, Dr.. Joseph ) *,'“J

-

v




: John s. Though law enforcement agenc:.es were prepared for

_a repeat attempt 1n St Jo,nn s on March Sth,\there were no

26 M

g The protest 1tself was qulet in comparlson to 1976 ‘

and 1977. . Only Greenpeace returned to Newfoundland but “
r

‘Brian Davres was vocal in his European effort to arouse

T T e oA N Vb i e e S e

sympathy‘for his cause. On February 27, 1978,G’Greenpeace

members in rubber rafts attémpted to obstruct the sealing

-

vesselé a"s they"eft the Halifax harbor en r’oute'to' St.

l

;anldents by Greerfpeace protesters._: )

e R I e v T

'..Lincluding two screen- actresses and two Unlted States \

. -COngressmen, James Jeffords (Vermont}, and Leo Ryan (Call— S

stated he was there at the dnvxtatlon of the Canadlan -

' government o

. hampered bot\h by 1ce COndltlons and new Flsheries Department :

K the Congressmen, and John Lundrigan confronted them at the
-,;1ce. saylng, _"Go back and stralghten up y‘our own’ country o e J

and get your own honSe 1n order." It was never clear

4

i Labrador, maklng them 1naccess:.ble to hellcopters from St‘ L

; Anthony.._‘ Permi‘ts were mandatory for anyone w:.sh:.ng to .

P

_ observe the hunt (Appendlx 2) ’ but anyone whose exPreps ” E

\ .. . \ N . ' !
Twenty Greenpeacers made tne tr:.p to St. Anthony, o e e l
|

form.a) Newaundlanders were angered by the presence of . -

18 -

why the two were in ‘sti Anthony, although Mr Jeffords '

‘ A51de from that 1nc1dent, Greenpeace actix}.lty was

l

. \
regulatlons. : The seals were whelpmg off the coast of : ,’

y

i - . . ~
=¥ <1

18 et

EvenJ.ng Telegram (Marcn 13 1978) ,p l. .

'19 Conversa'tj.m with James Jeffords, (March 9 1978)
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3 , _ .
,, purpose was to obstruct the hunt was denied a permit.-
g} | )
; . -« Dr. Patrick Moore was arrested on. two occasions, once

for’ trespassing when he refused to leave a temporary
- Department of Fisheries foice at the St. Anthony motel,
and later, after being granted'a one-day per_mit to go t‘o
the ice, he sat on a seal to protec-t“ it from being clubbed

N : L
:and he was arrested for obstructlng the "hunt. Further

'actlv:Lty was cancelled when the Flsherles Department

N 7
"'announced that the press would not be allowed to accompany g
‘any - Greenpeace member to the scene of Beallng ogeratlons

- and J.n effect, elimlnated all opportunltles for publlcrty.

e : S . *************************

LY alxm .

In order to understand why such a protest as the anti- N

w

1

S .' _. - seallng campalgn occurred at all, it is necessary to
| l R T consn.der the issue J.n thb context of the 1arger envlron— o
. o mental movement. - While an entlre thesis could be devoted
.to this subject. alone, I would 11ke ‘to ﬁrovide some
f prellminary\, background 1nformatlon and add a .few personal
'23. '_ . - o observatlons w:.th regard to this phenomena 1n Newfoundland‘.,
R | - ' "‘Earth Day,‘ Aprll 22 1970, is the acknowledged
a blrthdate ‘of the contemporary enva.ronmental movement. P U
- '.'I. ‘ legacy of earlleEr preservatlon and conservatlon interests, |
...thlS nbve'nent must be v1ewed as’ one of the most

1mportant SOClal movements of recent hlstory. It evolved

out of a growmg bellef that the world faces an ultimate

’eco-catastrophe unless 1mmediate and successful efforts o

R e b R e e

Y
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are made to halt the destruction of the environment, and

has gone on to attract the support of hundreds of thousands

"20

of people in its cause. The activists are drawn from

an educageg_i elite, with access to wealth and the coercive

means to affect protest and ultimately change.21

4 Py
«..nOW, more than ever before, hature appears
to have acquired expressive meaning for the
American people rather than being, as before,

merely an object for consumptlve use and conquest. 2

This point 1s demonstrated by seallng protester, Pamela Sue
£

Martin, _who commented to Jonn Baker, a CBC 'reporter'

. ..1t‘s a shame to treat nature th.Ls way in .
this - day 'and age -because.with the seals -there

are substitutes for anything %hey can. possmly

get from the seals...when I was coming.over in..
the hellcopter. J.I'm constantly 1mpressed with

the beauty here and the wdy everything.is, and- ,
I couldn't help thinking that...I would thnink
‘the people here would want to preserve their
resources and preserve this area and keep it

this way always.

Although initially there was widespread ideoloéical'
a_greement with environmental principles, as traditional

values were challeriged and threatened, opposition began to
. \ ’ .

mount. - Stan ‘Aibjrecht suggests the explanation ng reside

v
[

20 Stan L. Albrecht, - "Legacy of £he Environmental
Movement," Env1ronment and Behavior 8 (1976), p. 149.

21 Daniel J. Koemg," "pdditional Research on Environ-
mental Actlvism," Env1ronment and Behavior 7 (1975), p. 475.
L 22 |
Counter—Movements," Journal of Voluntary Actlon Research
1 (1972), p.3- - : . :

V23

pamela Sue Martin, Interv1ew w1th John Baker,
CBC-TV, ‘Here "and Now (March 23 1978) .

s

.\'l. : C /e

i e ey 1,

Stan’ L Albrecht, “Env:.ronmental Social Movements &

Y
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with existing belief systems and expectations for the
environment., With respect to the environmentalists:
"...their higher social status allows them to feel econo-

mically independent of the forest and river as a source of

A ’ 11v11hood and to v1ew them rather as a source of beauty

w24

and aesthetlc apprec1at10n. In contrast, the counter

movement relles on t_he exploitation of nature, and.
[ [ : . A .ot . ‘
emphasis is therefore given to utilitarian values and
Vo | L Co
’ maintenance of the statiis quo.’ e

, _ Certalnly thJ.s is an accurate assessment when one
\\ Lo :
1 ) con51ders ‘the constlt/uency of the Greenpeace Fouhdatlon

.and their concern w:.th a “"universal ecosystem.“‘ Newfound-—'
N , landers, or; the other hand, do not perceive the protest in
light of en,;i‘ronmental degradation, but.see it as a direct
threat to their traditional wey of life aftd ec'ohomic. 'welfare.
" Since this point will be argued in greater detai‘l'in the
following chaptiers., I will 'not elaborate except to suégeSt

\ that the two sides will never be.in agreement while social

<

. and economie discrepancies rein?in between them. ' ) .
| ' Antnony Downs studied what he terms "the issue-
o ' attention cycle * with regard to' the American concern ‘with

ecology." His model has both analytic and predictive’value

L_T for the Newfoundland -example, and it is ,useful because it . / .

i o - 24 Stan L. Albrecht,' "Envmronmental Social Movements

- & Counter—Movements,“ p. 7. _ S

| f : 25 Anthony Downs, "Up and Down w1th Ecology- the '1ssue
| - - atténtion cycle, v The Pub11.C Interest 28 (Summer, 1972),
. PP- 39-40. .

o
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permits examination of the sealing issue by stages:
1. Pre—ﬁroblem stage: undesirable conditions exist, ’
but have not yet captured public attention.
. [ ]

2. Alarmed discovery and euphpric enthusiasm.

3. Realizing the cost of significant progress--thee
cost of 'solving' thé problem is recognized
as being - extrémely high '

4. Gradual decline’ of intense publ' erest}* the
.public has several ¥ ns--somie are dis-
couraged, . oth eatened, some are bored.

. 5." _P'ost'-—prcib'lem staée "the tw111ght realm of. lesser -56
S . attentlon or. spasmodlc recurrences of. mterest "
The pre—problem stage of the seal:mg protest dates

\
from 1957 to }963. . Several numane socretles were concerned
.

report on sealmg actlv;LtJ.es. The 1364 Artek fllm marked

1} . .
the beglnn‘Lng of the pera.od_of "alarmed dl'scjovery," and _

increased public attention to-the isspe. T With the publi- o)

cation of Peter Lust's The Laet Seal Pup and Brian Davies'

Saue Luxury (1970), the seallng controversy escalated g -

1nto a full-scale medla campalgn. .- :
In the meantn.me, pressure from humane soc1et1es
Qesulted in the revision of the "Seal Protect:.on ﬁegu-— .

latlons " oat the Federal level..Seali!}g quotas, llcenses, -

‘weapons, and kllling methods were mandated by law.
donfl:_. J.ng measurement techm.ques perpetuated the conf i
- for nb_ione was qurte certaln abont the statug- -.the--h_arp -
'(eeal) opulatlon. v ’ L

P'rotesters ,we»re ‘qui

about abuses J.n the hunt and sent teams of observers to B

e e o e o~
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alternative activities to replace the income earned from

seal}ng, but by Stage 3. the economic realities of island

life became quite evident., Stage '-4'—-the gradual d?cline

of public 1nterest-—began in late 1977 and continues to S

i

the present. While one cannot ant1c1pate the f:x.nal
year of protest, 1nevitab1y ther 1ssue w111 enter the post- -

problem stage and " the 1nten81ty of the 1ssue will dlmlmsh

&
-

Downs suggests, "thlS 1ncrease in: our env1ronmental

- asplratlons 1s‘part of a\ general cultural henomenon '.' .

Pt N ;
stlmulated both by our success “in ralsmg 11v1ng standards )
and by the recent empha51s of the communlcatlons medla "27 _: S

s N

He belleves the medla 1s the cruc1al arblter of publlc con—

sc1ousness about any: part:.cnlar J.ssue, and - certalnly thlS

= N

v:.ew 4s. shared .byt_.many Newfoundlanders who argue the press . ‘

°

' should hnot be allowed to photograph hunt act1v1t1es. — s

. ) /4/,\

o

~ A problem must be dramatlc and '
maintain public interest because, news is R
*consumed’ by much/of/‘t’he American public.
(and by _pub cs//verywhere) largely as a

* form of-eritertainment; '...(yet), the media's
" sustained: focus on this- problem soon bores
" the majority. of the publlc. 28" .

.

I _do not ha\ve a statlstlcal summary of medn,a ‘time devoted ey

to the seal hunt over the years, but 1t was true—--coverage:, o

a . !

: was substantlally reduced in 1978 as compared w1th preva.ous: ' E

o years. . Also, the 1978 protestlng contlngent in St. Anthony"-_ : o

- was smaller than precedlng campalgns, th.ch I attribute to

- the 1SSue 5 1nab111ty to susta;Ln emOtlonal responsweness.

27 Anthony Downs, p 42 ’ R .
28 Ibld-: p- 47_‘, _.‘_} B
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Several explanations are offered £&8r the pr'otesters" -

success  in terms of gainlng publlC and f1nanc1al support
1) the remoteness of the hunt, and 2)' the:lack of contra—
dlctory 1nformat'lon to challenge protesters claims.

Downs empﬁasn,zes this po:.nt W1th regard to the strength

[A

'of other env:.ronmental 1ssues-

Gatherlng support for. attacklng any problem

. is always gasier if its 1115 ‘can be blamed on-
b ‘avsmall’ nuinber of pub’l:uc enémies® =-—as is shown.i-,
- by’ ‘thé . ‘siiccess: of - Ralph Nadér... This. tactlc is..

' '.'_partlcularly eﬁfectlve\ if ‘the: 'enem:l.es‘ exnlblt"-ﬁ ‘ TR

© -extreme wealth and power,(eccentric dress . and
' _manners, ‘ohsceéne . language 'Or-. Some. other unCOMOn
_traits.- . Then. socJ.ety ¢an .aim. its outrage at -a

. 'to the need to alter 1ts own benav1or. .

- - .: ' sate el

In Newfoundland thl°S s conflrmed by Jim wlnter, a.CBC -

| reporter who went ‘to the J.ce in 1977. o

\ . ® -

They have recognlzed ‘that 1j: J.s easy to get

" pecple steamed. up. about sofiething which is %

undoubtedly- unpleasant to see. And becadise . . -%.
_ . people know nothingof ithe actlvity, -it is |7
Vi easy to get then. to donate literally- mllllons
"' of dollars to stop it. The donation does..not

dlrectly affect the donners way of lJ.fe. 30,

**********#****************** "n
. . ~

ThlS brief revlew of the hlstory of the seal:l.ng protest
>, e
has attempted t'o docuyent the pr1nc1pal actors and events
N, }
whlch stlmulated exprlesSxons of counter-protest./ As Wlth
) e

_any/mstitutlonalized prot"est r:l.valry and“ 1nterna1

- K \ AR ’
confllcts developed and thOugh J.t 1s beyond the scope of

thJ.S the51s, I would llke to suggest areas for future

. Vv )
. R v'» i o A

T T
v

Anthony Downs, p 47 ',«'- T e

; .-"'-_;: 30 - | L e

Decks Awasn, 7 (February, 1978) » p 37. o

: © small,, alien 'group’ withOut having to - fsge op s i’ R
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investigation:

"

2)

3)

4)

Brian Davies versus the humane societies: the

1969 House OFf Commons hearings suggest the conflict
of interest between Davies and othner organlzatlons
was already apparent,

Greenpeace and environmental groups: through time,
the leadership hierarchy changed, as did ideology,
strategy, and energy. To what extent this reflects
an internal power struggle, and how.this compares
with other such groups, is an opportunity for
investigative journalism as well as for students

of group dynamics.

The Progressive Rights Organization: documentation
of its hlstory and its emergence from a grass-roots
movement to a government-supported group would b
a worthy study from a political as well as socia
.ew. ] . - . “
Flnally, the whole "Carnlval" approach to. the
protesty as described by columnist Ray Guy and
other writers, singe 1977, is a fascinating topic.
It shggests a distinctive attitudinal shift,
emanating from the media and ¢gradually mak\n ts
way “Into the_ public mind.  As Eli Bryant, President
of the PRO, remarked in St. Anthony, "if only Brian
Davies and hlsfcrew would cole back this year, it
would be fun»because now we are ready for them.
Last year ‘we were nervous and- didn' t know what would
happén." 32 . . ‘.

’ .
7

~ 31

32

Evenlng Telegram (February 25, 1978), p. 3. °

L. \
Eli Bryant Intervzew in St. Anthony (March 10,1978).
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Photograph 1: Demonstration at the Viking Motel (March, 1977)
-D. Green



Photograph 2:

\ $
Bill Short and Brian Davies, St. Anthony (March, 1977)

(D. Green)
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III. COUNTER-PROTEST: THEME AND EXPRESSIONS

3
John Greenwayldefined protest songs as "struggle

songs of the people”:

They are outburst& of bitterness, of hatired
for the oppressor, of determination to endure
hardships together and to fight for a better
life. Whether they are ballads composed and
sung by an individual or rousing sgngs improvised
on the picket line, they are imbued with the
feeling of communality/ or togetherness.
’ - They are songs’ of unity and therefore most

are songs of the union.

“ Protest songs are emotional responses to ﬁnpleasgnt cirj.
cumstances. Cbaragteristicaily spontaneoué and uﬁado;ned,
they.are occasional songs because they are topical,“A o

uemergiﬁg from specific conflict situations. The criteria

fo; traditional folksongs, i.e., reflexivity, redundancy,
ponventionality, and cbncreteness, also apbly to prdt;ét
LS

songs. Melodies are often borrowed or adaﬁted from alréédy

familiar songs to facilitate acceptance and repetition.

Inevitably, protest songs lose their currency as
conditions change or, since the human capacity for
toleréting anxiety is limited, individuals may adjust or

withdraw from the conflict. When a song loses ifg appeal

=~ A

for singers and an audience, it either disappeaxrs, or

A

1 john Greenway, American Folksongs of Protest

(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1953),
. 10. 2 L
|)' e . . N
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enters an inactive status in a.siynger's_repertory.2
For this failure to persist in tradition, protest songs
were long\discredited, but recent scholart have revised
this attitude,' and they are now recognhized as a legitimate |
sub-denre of folﬁsongr3 L |

The folksong revival brought renewed attention to
topicél songs, and their popularity chresponded with
contempprary'social'conSdiousness and'activism. Typically,
a profest or topical song ngcomposed_byla "folk eﬁtre—m

preneur," defined as: "an individual who composes and
. _ \

‘performs songs in the folk idiom-in ogaé;'tg exploit a

°

market’ outside of

"the songs become’

the originai folk group."4 Consequently, :*

subservient to a personal cause or goal--

E

to geﬁ on a gravy train, to prOpagandiée; to entertain, to
d;aw personal attentidn, or any other extrinsic %gason."s
While specific,;ﬁituatipnél.conflict will stimuiate
the composition 6f protes@ songs, i.e., spontaneous,
emotional expressipns,lit is not.uncommbn to find.both folk

~

and entrepreneurial'compositions circhlag}ng simultaneouslyf

2 Kenneth 5. Goldsfein,;"on the Application of the
Concepts of Active and Inactive Traditions to the Study of - .
Rebertpry.” Towards New Perspectives in Folklore, ed.

‘Americq Paredes and Richard Bauman (Austin: University of
Texas, 1972), p. 63. - - . . -

. /. , . _

3 John Greenway, p. 3. . R, Lo |
. f4 R{.Serge Denisoff, SiﬁgﬁA Song. of Social Signifi-.
cance (Ebwling.Greenz University.Popular Press, (1972, p.16.-
f————s R _ _

v N a

\

Ibid., p. 16. S
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The problem for folksony scholars is no longer identifi-
cation or defintion, but is the questionubf analyzing- and

interpreting the contexts which inspire expressive commentary.

"Emphasis on context requires an in-depth examination of
the nature of opposition between conteétants, ana reference
to the historical development of the conflict is essential.
-Partieipants, issuee, and forms of expression are inter-
related’and derivative offparticular and cumulative

A proper analy51s of any protest requlres both dia-
N,
chronlc and synchronlc study. _Whlle varlous~expreSS1Ve
forms, i. e, genres, be they bumper—stlckers, 51gns, songs,

or verses, emerge and c1rculate concurrently, thelr strength

and cbmprehen$1b11ity is rooted in shared experience. 1In

prolonged protest situations7 formulaic responses will.

inevitably emerge. Through stuﬁy of these expressiens, it
is possible to postulate'how.communities categorize'
experience. Perhaps mome 51gn1f1cantly;-we can learn
*somethlng about the. mechanisms dev1sed and relled updh to
cope w1th threatenlng problems.

Dell Hymesﬂ'ln'“The Ethnogrephy of Bpeaking," suggests

- an etic approath for the analysis of communicative events.

He nam&s seven factors or components which are -relevant:.

B o o o
a sender or addresser, a receiver .or addressee} a message
form, a channel, a code, a topic,.and setting, scene, or

situation. The intererelationehips betwaen these cqmpénents

o4 s R s
make an event or performahgce unique, yet when certain
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clustering of components occurs, it is possible to
identify distinctive categories of speech (or.5peaking)
events.6 | |

One -of tnhe essential axrguments of this thesis is
that protést and oounter-protest are such categories.
Protest songs and lore hane been studied by folklorists,
but. little attention has been devoted to counter—protest
as a separate tneme. It 1s're—actlonary\(counter—
actlonary), usually defenSLVe ana often gggre851ve in tone..

\

Sometlmes 1t strlves to persuade, but 1ts\q§sent1al

.,functlon is to ]ustlfy ~and ratlonallze.' nghly suggestlble,

it selzes upOn themes, characters and events whlch

Emerge‘from protest situations. It is. conservative

rather than innovative in that counter—protest responds

to, and elaborates uponr situations - already created by

' protesters. Expressxve forms of counter—protest reveal
'culturally—spec1f1c patternlng, and a close examlnatlon

of message content should reveal 1) the percelved

source of confllct, and 2) cultural attltudes and values

whlch ‘normally remaln 1n tne pr1Vate, unconscrous domaln, N

but surface when threatened.

Uslng Hymes model, it is possrble to ldentlfy

counter—protest'of'two types, The first is generally a

'group or. collective ‘effort: Directed'towards an external

audlence, 1t rs,descrlptlve, heavrly factual, and rel;es

L

8 Dell Hymes, "Toward Ethnographles of Communmcatlon,
Language and Sacial Context ed. Pier Pablo Gig11011
(Penguln Books, 1972), P- 19. o, - e

. N
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The second category is personal, highly 1nd1v1duallst1c—-

a

the appeal is. spontaneous, emotional, and argumentatlve.

- |
on persuasion through deliberate appeal to the intellect. i
i

Frequently the audlence consists of members of the same
interest group, andbDthe message functions to affirm

allegiance and conviction rather than to reverse opinion.

\ . .
v . N

COUNTER-PROTEST’

Components ‘ ) T§pe,1 ‘Type IIL ’ :
L N . . - - - . 1
' Sender,(addresser)" - group . individual .
audienee“(eddressees)" external * '13¢ernal
‘message form. "\ information ',oplnlon,
R a RN T testlmonlal and il
L S _ remlnlscence A B2
”channel' y ‘ - reason . : .
' - © .intellect 'emetrops
codes ' formal informal -
. . - A) . ’ - . . - !
topics (arguments) . collective personal L
setting. o public private & public
. . .
.“, » . ..~ R . : A Ny

In Newfoundland the seallng controversy generated

[

con51deranle counter~protest,1both from 1nd1v1duals and
other, ;ore formal agenc1es. -Group or-collectlve countere.
'hprotest ePRO, the Provinc1a1 government Campalgn, the
Mummers play);~was maimly directed at an, external
audlence—-the Mainland Europe, and the Unlted States.'

: \

.Carefully planned in advance, the message form appealed

'1ntellectually, w1th documentatlon v1a statlstlcs and

facts. The settlngs Were publlc-—press conferences, ' 5f’ T

Vo L . S S e
s @® - . R k

.\ .
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. ' Ly . ) * .,\ H
theatres, the sending-off ceremony, or via widespread :
- 7

circulation of brochures. Communication was affected

through collective effort with emphasis on authority,
a 1

legitimacy, and group solidarity.

» In contrast, individuals usually directed their
\ I E . .
arguments to insiders, which was ‘basically a pro-hunt
i ! 3
audlence to beglﬁ w1th Callers to openiline shows and !

many verse—makers responded to provocatlon lmmedlately, ) ) pu )

the1r actlons were reflexlve rather than reflectlve.

d"':‘.‘*'s:-

* The message was an emot10na1 appeal, and arguments ‘were

-typlcally personal experlenqe narratlvesU Esoterlc
-

languageﬂand vernacnlar expne551one were'ccmmon features:
since rationalizatibn and prombtiqn_of ;nterna1~eoiidarity‘
were primary functions. . . Lo . /

- Because counter—protést is defeneive,'expreesive forme : -
stress qegative‘qualitiee of opponents. -Stereotyping |
becdmes.useinl'aa a vehicle for. venting.noatility and

v N

frustratlon. Sta;eotvpes appear in a wide spectrum of

contexts—-they may be ‘used as serlous referents, or they ) o
may be-used as.the focal,p01nts fpr sarcasm and in-group
hpmor{. A.good.example was tne sién raised apoard'the' ' . :

Martin-KarlSen uponiits return'from"the fce in 1977:

"Greenpeace Spec1al Fiippers and CarcaSSes,“ (Photograpn
3) . The Shlp had been 1nvolved in a- newsworthy escapade

by Paul Waﬁgon, the Greenpeace leader who hand—cuffed

L Bidecesasients .3

hlmgelf tQ the loadlng w1nches. The banner dlsplayed
)

\ <
_ 1ater'1n St. Jchn s.demonstrated the-crew s;attltude ,
. d v T L
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toward the incident.. As a mild form of ridicule, it

'Suggested ineptitude on the part of those who attempted

to interfere, ‘and signallod victory for the sealers.

However,_this intexrpretation surfaced only in retrospect; .

at the time of the event,.reaction was angry and indignant.
Rebuttal takes a variety of forms, but the message

is always one of four:orany combination of these four,

{

central tnemes: objection to interference by outsiders,,

efforts to discredit opponents, threats of retaliation,
ondlbold assaftions;of the right of a group to continue
éStaplishéd practices.:‘Examples are given below:’

Objectlon to 1nterference

Y, .. the campalgn is a...hatchet job of almost
historic proportions...the image of the Province
is being smeared falsely and viciously." 7

’

Dlscredltlng opponents

"It is time the self-app01nted guardians of .

the herds stapped théir interference and went .-

. home. One wonders if the . furor would be the -

same if seal pups were lobster shaped and had cod
faces."

» . : . -

Retalidtion‘ ‘ - 1 _ o .

"I wouldn' t thlnk twice about g1v1ng them a bash

N on the side of the head...™

o~

N -
’ .

Evening Telegram, (February 25, 1977), p.6. . -

-8 Halifax Mail Star (Mar;B\lS, 1977),

-9

Evening Telegram (March 3, 1925)}'p. 2. .0 :

o
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Assertion of rights .

"We will not let anybody from anywhere do anything
that would destroy our traditional values... we're
fighting for our very survival in Newfoundland," 10
The boundaries between ’collective and formal, and

personal, spontaneous expressions of counter-protest are

not absolute, and the paradigm is useful primarily fogi

}
A
1
b
¥
X
Al
7

comparative purposes. Whereas the principal concern of

PREC PR

this thesis is with three specific forms--verses, songs,

and letters-to-the-editor, it is important to acknowledge - e

other kinds of response. That such a variety of expressions

were in. circulation ‘is &ﬂhribqted to the faththat the
" anti-seal hﬁnt'protest continued for more than a decade:- :
' ) - . . -

Since overt protest was.concentrated in early Spring '

(February to April), the public -and media were not,reqdired

to devote continued attention to the issue'’ andg, therefore,

_the sensational aspects surrounding the hunt retained , 4

Sl

their ability to command attention. While countgr-pfotest |
. was not so periodic, it did intens$ify during peak periods

of agitation by outsiders. A brief review of some of the

ek I Y )

formal expressions of counter-protest is provided here

as a complement to the more persohal and individualistic

forms in .Chapter Five. ' -
N . . | . .

Atk 2,

Visual Statements

n

. A number of visual statements supporting séa;ing- \

appeared as counter~protest expressions. The bumper-

)

! . O . < ‘-‘ . Y
'} Evening Telegram " (March 15, 1977), ps 2.

-

\
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sticker with the motto: ! SD.S. Save Our Swilers,“ is a .

9

notable example. Utilization of the familiar "S.0.S."

}plea for assistance, combined wit? the traditional New--

foundland term, "swiler," (sealer) is particularly
interesting because there is the underlying implication
that it is the sealers and not the harp seah;which.are
endangered. The pronoun, "our," implicates the entire
Province; whereas only a feg_hundred men engage in the
ship—-based hunt each year, the confllct is percelved as -
a threat to al% Newfoundlanders._ )

T

In Corner Brook,.the annual snow. sculpture contest

\ Y

_prov1ded the 1mpetus for Wayne Hartson to make"* polltlcal '

-as

~statement. "Leave ‘Our Newfoundland Seal HuntersALone,

(Photograph 4). xhe sculpture deplctlng a sealer and
whitecoat pup was transformed from a familiar cultural
figure into a symbolic counter—protest messagef

In another example, the owner of a St. John s grocery‘
used his front w1ndou to demonstrate support for sealers
in March, 1978 “Bloody Decks and a Bumper Crop,ﬁ is a

v

trad1t10na1 toast whlch was restored to publlc con501ous-

- ness prlmgrlly through media repetltlon. Hugh Shea s

sign was an extremely esoterlc form of counter-protest,- -

}
for the message 15 1nterpretable only to those famlllar

with the folk expre591on. (Photograph 5)

Other v1sua1 statements of counter-protest 1ncluded

\

1buttons, com;custr;ps, and cartoons. Innchapter Four,{u'

\

L Lo ek Vg mrmtan mpemtaih [
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\
several Joe Connclly cartoons are includedto illustrate

common rhetorical arguments.

Electronic Media

Radio played a v1tal role in stimulating ‘counter-

protest. By cont;nuous news coverage, ranglng from
advance speculatlon about protest actrvrtles, to editorials,
and on—the«spot reportlng, the controversy was very much

\
in the publlc domain. Martln Hurley, a dlSC jockey for

the Corner'Brook CF statlon, sponsored a “P P P‘“ campalgn

“durlng the flrst week of the Whltecoat hunt in 1978.

‘,';; E “Protesters Protestlng Protesters " Lnsplred some 4, 000
. ‘e » \
-_calls from 1lsteners 1n the Humber Valley and northern

'penrnsula. Mr. Hurley summarlzed the majorlty opmlon. . .' T
as,'“most were dlsqusted our hunters had to put up w1th so

much bull and so: many uneducated people 1n¢erfer1ng in a !
. .
man's rlght to make a 11v1ng at somethlng that does not

P -
destroy the elements or upset the balance of nature.,l; T
B The P. P/P had 1ts own theme song, composed and recorded e

. by Reg Watklns,lz, who waslapp01nted honorary chalrman J'

;of the group. ‘The phrase, uneducated people,? occurs

repeatedly in counter—protest express;ons, yet is\somewhat~

'1ron1c CODSlderlng the above-average educatlonal level

fattalned by most env1ronmental act1v1sts.' The reference“ ’
N A L '1\g' R '

) - . - ‘ . I.. . . - \
LA Letter recelved from Martln Hurley (March 19 1978)

l Reg Watkins, "200 M11e~L1m1t Blues," SNOCAN ; :W :f_.;d
Scl38, 1978. n W IR T e
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is 1ntended to connote’ 1gnora%re about the seal flshery

and the Newfoundland economy, but it also servés to
dlscredlt those who make malicious and 1nf1 atory. ,. 3
" charges about'NeWEoundlanders. o . . i- . {
When the former sealerfturnedeprotester,'Raj Elliott,
returned to St. John's after appearing at Eurqpean press
~ »conferencesvwith‘Brlan-EaVies, thelopenrline radio shows
were inCredibly abuste.. A threQrway phone- hook—up was
F arranged so that callers could address either ElllOtt,,.?;'_'1-

the moderator, Or both nders were emblttered
»

"~~wfoundl o ”"--:}_;
and angry that one of ' could make fal se statements

"-'.',.‘ Lt _'-' “i} . ”..."_
) about’seallnq,.and be quoted by the lnternatlonal press as ':5;;f} e
. - y- B ol =
an authorlty. Whereas most callers dlsputed Elllott s 7L . P
clalm about sklnnlng ﬁups allve the majorlty used ‘the 1.
opportunlty to, express 0p1n10ns about Elllott's character r
= < ._( - . )
and his act;of "betrayal." Typlcal of the remarks made
" on the morning oﬂ'February‘27, 1978, are-as follows; .
rz-' s i . y ‘ M P S
) . " -
‘ ',-Caller:'_"You know you e Just 1ike Judas Iscarlot, o
_ - 7 . 'ne.sold Jesus for: 30.pieces of silver; and i
ot e.o T 071 you'relselling‘News oundlanders for a tr1p R
) e oven to Europe.-~ . Do :ti. S S
. Lo D R 3, o Ve e
: %'fCallér::;“You know...there should be someone there - .w;}-:
. S -~ “to tar’you-and feather -you-and burn ya... /.
) . n. cause youjre:.lower than-an eel ‘in -a bucke '
e Lo f snot...lf I1.was as low as you, I'd cut.. _
nf me throat...you re’ only 51ck .you're dirt, '\ __ N
: \ .. N Scun'l .o l.' P . , . ." ,"a - o ° . '_- ':'! '_'
Calier: "Traltor,,I hope you choke ‘on a nice jUIGyJ: Lo e
- steak from a nice: brown—eyed CDW, or-are .. G o]l
you:waiting for Sprlngp.for a. nice 1ittle e T bl
lamb?" o0 oUW DT R R B
ARANE 3h.ﬂlﬂﬁ ﬁﬁki"'-l;ﬁfj' o

’ ! e A L s
'1 . . ' : ‘) .- " .
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) {“ v
) *Caller: “Carl, I wish you'd get this ma&3off the *
air; he's the devil himself..."
¢ In his insightful analysis of the open 1i$e format,
2 . . b
i
‘k\. Martin Lovelace concurs with Marshall McLuhan's description
N 14

of the radio as a "kind of nervous information system."
Listeners perceive the moderators as possessing greater
\ authority than tﬁey actually have, partially fhrOugh

- personal performance styles, and partially because

N A e it Nt i Bt 2

communication is immediate and direct. The ability to

e e = 2

> effectively articulate tdeas limits the number of indivi-
‘ o S .

.-duals who utilize the newspaper as a forum for expressing

- personal opinions, but there are no qualifications or o : )

~

special skills Tequired to make a phone call. The open-

P

line show "enfranchlses mémbers of a generally lower

‘ class,"” though no one is quite certain why the middle

I3

class declines to pérticipate more fully.  Lovelace . .

summarizes and elaborates on a point made by Paul F.
' C \

Lazarsfeld and Robert K. Merton:

The notion of participatory democracy fostered
by the medium is largely illusory; the real
. " social function of these programs is-to allow
‘ " the venting of frustration at public. bogey- 15
@ ' ’ figures but vety little politigcal action occurs.

Manylcallers threatened Elliott with bodily harm in
; o p

‘% : l%,VOCM Action. Line, St. John'sh(February 27 1978).

14 Marshall McLuhan, Understanding Media (New York:
McGraw-Hill Paperback ed., 1965), p. 298.

¢ .
N ‘ 15 Martin Lovelace, "Gossip, Rumor & Personal Malice," -
' unpublished paper (St. John's: Memorial University, 1978) |

—
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.

retaliation for his disloyalty, but the confrontations
never materialized. Though it\is impossible to measu;é
Ray Elliott's role as an agent activating expressions of
counter-protest in 1978, I believe his emergence’ and
short-lived notoriet§ was instrumeﬁtal in arousinq'senti-
ment among the general population. GSbernment officials
and the PRO dismissed him as a "crazy," yet there can be
' .

little doubt about Elliott's usefulness as a scapegoat.
' M A

A .

" Prior .to the hunt, Greenpeace ?nd Davieg were distant,
almos£ abstract phéeats; The public was too familiax with
‘their arguments, and their. advance publicity suggesteé
the 1978 protest{would be ﬁfld in comparison to previous
years. Lss&ntially, Newfoundlanders had become hpred
with the whole ‘issue, but -the Provincial‘governmént-- -
ﬁééded a demonstration oé suétained bublic support as
a mandate for their expensive ﬁro—éealing campaign.

While Elliotp may‘have given Davies' cause ek&ra‘vigo; in
Europe, his controversial stand also renewed interest at
home. The open—line;prog{ams simply picked up én a news
iteﬁ, anq_the listening audience seized the opportunity
to coﬁﬁte?—attack. Witg°the'assi3tance of provécative

comments by radio moderators, Elliott quickly became

synonymous ‘ with aJudas-Iscariot_" in the public mind.

-
.

2 J F

from Paul Lazersfeld and Robert K. Merton, "Mass Communi-
cation, Popular Taste, and Organized Social Action;" Mass *"
Culture: The Popular Arts in America, ed. -Bernard Rosen-
berg and David Manning White (Glencoe: The Free Press,
1960), p. 464.
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Dramatization ?

'An account of the controversy would be 1ncomp1ete
.

—-~—- - —without reference to several other events, notably the

U

activities planned by the PRO, and the Mummers' play,

"They Club Seals, Don't They?" The troupe toured across

b
Canada during the Spring of 1978, and appeared in St.

S

Arghony on the eve of the official opening of the seal

-

hunt. The local auditorium was filled to capacity by .
local ¢itizens and journalists, and reaction to the

creative re-ena t of the controversy and its attendant . *“ '

issues was extremely.favorable.’

N

The- ProgrefsiVe Rights Qrganizatioh'}{i:red a staff

pf writers to answer:letters of inquiry, to solici't moral
and financial support from service organiiati,on’s and . o
. N ' I <

private business, and to plan activities which would focus

-

positive  attention on the seal hunt during the mdnth of

March, 1978. 1In St. &ohn's, the sending-off ceremon'y'--

a tradition‘ which had lapsed' for thirt\y years--was
atteﬁded by an estlmated crowd of 4,000 people, (Photo—
+* graphs 6 & 7). Brief speeches by officials and seallng -

captams were followed"by prayers offered by representa—

-

tives of the clergy. The departing fleet was saluted by

church bells'and ships' horns in a loud and detonstrative .
3 ’ . e /
display of support. _ - R

\

_——The spirit of public camaderie carried well-over

into _;ghe night of March 5th, as local pubs were jammed’
. - \

? [l b
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¢
}
i
i

with crdwds of exuberant well-wishers.* At the Rob Roy
pub, "Home Brew," improvised an appropriate verse to
their rendition of the "Drunken Sailor," song. ' In reply
to the question, "What do you do with Brian Davies, what
do you do with Brian Davies...," the musical angder was
given: "Shave his balls with a rusty razor." The crowd
shouted approval, gnd the group retained the verse for
the following fortnight #t regular club appearances.

In St. Antheny, PRO headquarters were open to the
public (Photograph 8). A .collection of work by the | - .
Newfoundland artist, Davig Biackwooa,'was displayed at
the local Lions' Club, and #-traditional crafts' exhibit
were further efforts to.déﬁonétrate to protesters and -

visiting journalists that Newfoundlanders have a creative,
: \ .

N\
aesthetic dimension which is often neglected..

Publications

The publication'and presentaiion ceremoﬁy aboard Sthe

Lady Johnson 11 of Haulin' Rope and Gaff, a compilation of '

sealing songs-aqd'pdetry( was. another indication of this
attitude. "Butchérs can'tubq_poets," was one observer's
reqark about the publisher's rationale for prodﬁcihg such
‘an elaborately designed and high;quality book containing -
traditional songs an fol}:poeti:y.l6 N !

! ) v

16 Personal conversation‘éith Dr. Kenneth S. Goldstein
(March 17,. 1978). . . -
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., Two service organizations, the Newfoundland and
LaéZPdor Women's Institute and the Ste John's Jaycees,
adopted resolutions to support_t@e seal hunt. Both
accepted responsibility for providing facts to affiliate
groups throughout Canada in an effort to.reach people
with alternative information. \

{Resolved)...that we urge the Provinéial Govern-
ment to mount counter-advertising to show the

true picture of the Hunt, to provide protection

to the sealers by introducing a law prohibiting
non-sealers from going to the ice, and that ,
Newfoundland and Labrador Women's Institutes do

all it can to pass on thé true information of our
Sealing Industry. through Federated Women's Institutes
of Canada (F.W.I.C:) and a550c1ated Country Women /
of the World, (A.C.W.W.). 17 ‘ .

gme Jaycee publication included this message-'“Thls

by the sSt. John's_Jaycee Unit to help combat, ‘the big

v
1nl8 In contrast to the official seal hunt brochure

lie.
printed by the Department of Fisheries and Environment,™’
the Jaycees' mgssage was more defensive and provocative.
Inc%psion of a sketch depicting a seal with a pig face
and the caption, “Let';-be honest, it really does make a
difference,” (Appendix 3),'is an obvious example of appeal
through emotion rather than intellect.

Finally, a special issue of Decks Awash, a bi-

.monthly publication of the Memorial Universif§ Extension

) 7
Lewisporte Pilpt (March’ls, 1978) , p.6.

17

13 "Facts Abdut the Seal Harvest," St. John's Jaycees,
(1978), p. 2. _

\
.
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document is dedicated to the. truth and is being distributed
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.
s Sexvice, was devoted to the seal hunt. The introduction

states the editorial position:

N
... the controversy has gone far beyond the .
N rational, scientific, and humane levels and

entered into the realm of hysterical emotionalism.
, Unfortunately, those who are bearing the brunt |
of this mass hysteria are Newfoundlanhders, and
yet the hunt involves many more Ifeople who refuse
to look in their own backyards.
N X
Although circulated almost exclusively to Newfoundlanders,
the magazine was an effort to object~ively examine all
aspects of the seal hunt. While the publication
specifically 'addre'ssed issues rais'ed by critics, jt'isti i-
;‘;'r ' C catJ.on was argued v1a personal experlence narratlves
Rather than bluntly assertlng the right of Newfoundlanders
to pursue the hunt, a more subtle app&-oach inferred the

’ " publication's position.

ey




Photograph 3:

Martin Karlsen,

St. John's

(March, 1977)
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IV. RHETORICAL STRATEGIES OF COUNTER—-PROTEST

- N a

C Rhetoric is "speech designed to persuade."{1

As such, it implies an audience to whom an orator or

! writer addresses arguments with the intent to e ffect,

e

alter, or confirm opinion. Whereas traditionally the \\/,,
f ! i

- orator has thifee "offices:" 1) to te_ach; inform, or b

instruct (doceré); 2) to please (delectere); and 3} to

-

- . ¢

move oY bend (movere, fluctere), the llstenlng audience Sk

has no obllgatlon to comply Persuasion regulres Sklll-

ful, _out—of the-ordlnary performanceh--—be it argumentatlon
4 L
via oral or through 13,terary channels.‘_ ST s

.

When dJ.Sparate 1deas compe'te for. publlc attention

and approval the conflJ.ct is waged rhetor:l.cally. TO

A

< ] :
‘quote Kenneth Burke,., "the competltlve and pub]wlc ingre-

dlent in persuas:.on makes it particularly urge‘nt that.

. the rheto&xc work at the level of oplm.on. ,3 Oplmon

] s s

‘is rooted in percelved truth and d15crepanc.1es in )

perce;ved truths may, escalate_' into overt controversy

_whioh,- by ﬁeture,.' is an active réther' than 'éassive ‘ -
dispﬁte. wh:x.le the number of act:.ve partJ.CJ.pants J.n any\ ) .
controversy may vary, there is a conscmus effort to, , )

ma:.ntaln grQup sol;@arlty and; at.- the _s__ame tJ_.me, recru;_t

. KR f - . < - . . -
® ‘ . . . . . L . N

b — n T

, 1 xenneth Burke, Rhetorlc of Motlves (Berk\eley ,,'a_, - S
_ Un.wers:.ty of Callfornz.a Press, 1969), p. 490 ERSR

Ibld- ? P 73. S ‘ ‘ ° . . "'l.'/\_':" Y




- rhetorlcal, persuasion smce\ rhétoric is "the very
!

- the future of the hunt Was in jeopardy, angry voices of

: counter-protest Mere heard : o

new mexnbers;- In all but vi lent, physmal clashes -

these objectlves are most c mmonly ‘achieved through

[4

weapon of controVei'isy.“'l,- .

v

The success of't_h'e ‘anti-—eeali;pg campaign is credible

testimony. to the persuasive powers of language. The
. .~ -

* attack by Brian Davies,vGreenpeace,' and others-, 'gain'ed_

: ::,:I,"momentum by emphasns on tliese arguments. unregulated

)

slaughter of pups by cruel me‘thods, spec:.es depletzon,
. . - x .

.h

‘huntlng to subport\a .5'tr1nket fur“ 'J.ndustry, and the :

AN .

' -llmltEd and ungertaln economlc return for three weeks

- 1 .
._ef‘fortq.A By concentratlng on a llmlted number of 1mages-——" .

° l

cute "baby" seals, and ;mhumane kllllhg by SadJ.stlc N

: hunters--the protesters created an J.ndlgnant publlc J.n \ -

Burope and ﬁorth Amerlcq. When Newfoundl.anders realized

-

the protest was no longer 4n J.rrltatlng amusement, and
A

st
.'v

“e

Durlng the flrst decade of seallng opposut:.on, the

' -

Newfoundland positic)n was .rarely carrled off-lsland, yet o

' there was contmuous internal dlscussn.on. When the Pro-

o~ \ - -
VlnCJ.aJ. gover,nment entered the cor;troversy in 1978 they,

- o -togetner Wlth the Progresswe nghts Organlzatlon, sought~ '
_ _:to cor-rect popular miscondeptz.ons about the éeal flsher:y

by arguing w1tn 5c1ent1.f:|.c data and statlstics docu{nentlng

“s

—

. L e ' o Co FUNP ;.:_ .:_‘.‘_“.v

S 4 Peter D:onn, Rhetor:.c (London- Methuen..& C'.o,\lg'll),, SRR N
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economicuneed. In contrast, individuale were not com-
pelled or constrained to respoﬁd with cool reason, and’
maﬁy Newfoundlanders werec openly engry. Tneir expressions
via public information channels were emotional reélies

to charges levied by intruders. Characgeristically,
opinions of counter-protest were either defehsive
responses to charges perceived as unjust, or assertive
and aggresstve statements, largely intended to discredit
the anti-hunt factions. '

In nis essay, "Literature as Equipment for Living,"
Kenneth Burke suggests that a broader classificatioh
scheme of literature is needed that former critlcal
categorles must be transcended if we are ‘to comprehend
the sociological significance of literature. Burke
argues for, "classifications, groupingg, made on tne

besis of some strategic element common to tne items
grouped.“5 As previously noted, the theme of'counter—
proteet has distinctive' characteristics; notably it is
arcjﬁmentative, re-actiox&ary, and emotional. Counter-
protest expre351ons are not 51mply statements of oplnlom
they are also attempts to ratlonallze a given set of
conditions. ' Persuaemonlls directed towards crltlcs;:
alttough the audience is geeerally internal,;the intended
audience is external, i;e, the Maihlaha) Uniteaystatesf

etc. . . . \

.3 ‘Kenneth Burke, "Literature as Equipment for
Living," Philosophy of Literary Form, 3rd ed. (Berkeley:
University of Calﬂfornla, 1973),p. Zbl. L)oo

e e ML e Y A R Fhak e = T

et S

¥

PR

U

e



ology, which distinguishes expressions of counter-

of cultural rhetoric, Initially, anti-hunt agitation

H
’
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61
"Songs of persuasion," according to R. Serge
Denisoff, function to achieve six primary goals:
1. The song attempts to solicit and arouse outside
support and sympathy for a social or political . T

movement.

2. The song reinforces the value structure of individuals
who are active supporters of the social movement or,
ideology. .

3. The song creates and promotes cohasion, solidarity,
and high morale in an organ;zation or movement .
supporting its world view.

e e i T e Thadm Gt e

4. The song is an attempt to recruit individuals for a
specific social mpvement. ’
AN

5. The‘song invokes solutions to real or'imagihed social
phenomena in terms of action to achieve a desired goal.

6. The song p01nts to some problem or dlscontent 1n the ) i
society, usually in emotional terms. !

It is, this final attribute, emotion laden termin-

protest. Outrage, frustration, and pride are the"
emptional coxe of the sealing controversy as waged' spon-

taneodély by iggividuals through public communication
N

channels. Versesﬂ\ietters—to—the-editor, and éongs

offer tpe opportuhity’ to examineé the emergent ‘qualities

was confusing and incomprehensible but, through time,
N \ . v
categories of accusations were identified and patterned

counter-arguments were articulated. ;
- ' . ] 1‘ . . - . ‘. l
. N ‘

6 R. Serge Denisoff, Sing A Sdng of Social Signifi—
cance (Bowling Green: University Popular Press,\1972),
pp. 2-3. .
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In order of citation frequency and gtrength,
these may be classified as: 1) economic neqessiFy;
2) tradition; 35 occupational hazard and hardship;
4)'ecological responsibility; and 5) divine plan.,
While the government campaign sought to contradict the
protesters' charges with authoritative evi@enée su;h,as
statistiecs and official reports, testimonials (eye- //"A\
witness accounts and personal reminiscences) form the-
core of expressive counter—protest;'?Vetéran sealers'/
reports about ice cgnditions’ang éeai herds are regarded
aqbighly reliable and, in fact, such testimgny is likely
to be more acceptable than\§.shee;-of.statistics prepared
by professional biologists. | |

This preferencé?qu oral .testimony is part pﬁ the
seafarer's traaition——survival at sea requires careful
observation, an_abilitx\to make decisions under adverse
condifions, and reportinél Such skills are acquired‘
through personal experience and listehing to thg
experiences of fellow fishermen. It is not surprising,
thereforé, that even in argument the prxotesters and
counter-proté&fers are in cgnflictw To. the'urbégite
ecOlogists, the seal hunt issue was fundamentaily a
scientific and philosqphicai problem. *. In -contrast,

? 4
Newfoundlanders interpreted the dispute as a challenge

\

to their traditional independence:and 1livlihood? Richard

Cashin, in a much applauded speech, made this observation:

v

e
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The issue of the seal hunt is theological
‘and we are experiencing a new paganism.

We are substituting sentiment for faith and
we worship an adorable little seal or some
other fetish or symbol. 1In fact, Greenpeacea
Brian Davies, and many supposedly intelligent
and prominent people in the gfstern world

nave given the seal a soul.™“W
L)

The defintion of protest (and counter-protest) implies

a commitment to a position 'an&bconsequently, objection

and opposition to thréateni?g forces.” To comprehend what

is™perceived as unjgst or malicious provocation, one

S R ‘ .
mu§ examine the arguments most frequently offered in & .

response to critics. éince eaéh‘protest context generates
particular sets of rhetoricai'counter-arguments, both |
contént énd the sfylistic features of:persuésive ‘
expression require study. As hoted, Newfouhdlandérs

focused on five céntral protest issues, and the essential

points of each counter-argument are presented in the v
. 14

next section cf this chapter.-

kkhkhkhhrkkkkhkkkhhkhd
«

Ecological Destruction
-m_Thé sfability.of the harp seal population has been
debated'byﬁbiologists, government dfficial§,.environ-
mentalisqs,'éediers,-and the publicf Unfortunately,
sinmce harp seads' whelp on flo%giqg ice, it is impossible
\fo detgrmiﬂé the'SPQ¢iES' popéiation w%th complete |

accuracy. 'Various meadurement methods have produced !
L] ) : .

F

7 Richard Cashin, Evening Telegram (April 2, 1977),

3 . . 6. _ $ _ .
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contradictory results and,therefore,oppésing groups
are at liberty to select data which corroborates their
position. |

In a rather heated televised interview with Dan
MacDermott, a Greenpeace member of the 1978 Halifax

harbor exploit, Rex Mufﬁhy elicited the following:

-

Murphy: One of your people said today at your press

. conference that you were obeying higher laws
than theglaws of the land. It sSuggests to me
that you've got special rights or some special
qualifiéat%ons to interpret the higher laws,
\that you set yourselves above people...where
is your connection with this higher set of
laws than those the rest of us are supposed to
live by? .

\

MacDermott: We maintain that the most important thing
for people on the face of the earth is to keep
the earth a viable ecosystem. We maintain that
wiping out a species, such as the harp seal, is
an extreme c1rcumstance which calls for extreme

measures to make sure that stops. Many prominent

scientists, not just Dr. David Lavigne, feel
that it is- ecologically insane to commexrcially
exploit a species. that is below its maximum
sustainable yield.

‘Interesting, the harp seal does not appear on any, official
endangered species list and, according to Fisheries Depart-

_ ment biologist, Mac Mercer, the harp is the second most

» ~

. . .. / N s
Even Dr. David Lavigne denied the alarmist position taken

" by proteséers at a March, 1978, conference in St. John's.9

T S s e e N o
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populous specieés of the planet's thirty—-two types of seal.

. & 7

8 GBC-TV News (March 6, 1978)" o

“‘ 9 Eveﬁing Telegram (March 10, 1978); p. 4.
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The two most familiar testimonials of counter-

.

protest are: 1) assurances about the increasing size of
the seal herds, and 2) the concomitant depletion of
capelin stocks.

A ban on sealing, for example, could produce
disastrous changes in the capelin stock, as
capelin form a large part of the diet of the
Harp seal. What's "good" for the seal could
ruin' the capelin stocks, which would in turn
have a detrimengal effect on stocks of another
fish, such .as 'cod, which feed upon capelin.
It's likea chain on a,gighway.

N :

-~ The St. Anthony ?dlaris.News conducted an interview with

a local fisherman and inquiféd about the relationship
between seals and the dbundance of cod:

...our cod fish is in worse danger than the
seals...any fisherman can tell you they are
watching the fishery going down from the pasdt
three years; if one million seals ate one
pound of fish a day, multiply that by 365 and
you've got 365 million. If you let those seals
multiply you got one million this year, in two
years' time, you'd have two million.

"What angers Newfqundlapders.is the apparent assuﬁp—
tion by pfotesters that they are pnconcéined'with natural
laws. _Tq‘qudte Ciiff Reardqn*dgain, "if they could
point out to me thét thé seals are in danéer, I'd be the’

first ‘one to say yes, ban the hunj:.-"l2 Thus,'by 1978,

the typical countering argument acknowledgés the changing

)
s n

Greenpeacenegghasis(on ecosystems: "it-is common sense

10 pecks Awadh (February, 1978), p. 54.

11

St. Anthony Polaris News (March 9, 1978), p. 6.
v 4 © Y

12 pig., p. 5. \ j

~
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that if we harvest a percentage of the prey (fish), then
we must also harvest a percentage of tﬁ% predator (seal)

if we are to maintain nature's delicate balance.l3

Divine Sanction

God put seals in the world like he did every
~other animal for the use of man. It is.men-
tioned in the Good Book. Thnerefore killing
them is no different from k1111ng all the
other anlmals we eat.

Occa51onally, lelne ordinance is cited as,justifié
cation for pursuit of seals. A more common practice was
. . ' -

to 1nvoke‘90d's blessing for a safe voyage.. Traditi-

: 1 . : L _
tionally, seals were not killed on Sundays,.and often

church services were held aboard ship. As a demonstration

K

of community sﬁpport and thanksgivlng, church bells were -

rung when ships departed and again upon their return.
I felt very proud for Newfoundlanders when I
heard they were going to send their great heroes
off to the 1978 nunt in’ prayers, prayers for a
prosperous hunt and a safe return to "Home Sweet
Haome." I would have enjoyed this.event because
when I was young the church bells used to ring
out to sealers returning homé from the hunt.
I can recall a wondergul aunt of mine lighting
. the lantern and placlng it in a light tower near’

the shoreline to direct ships, low to the gunnels

with seal pelts, a few miles off Bragg's Island.

v v In 1977 and 1978, the clergy of six rellglous denoml—

&

nations gave off1c1al suppgrt to the sealers in two ways:

_ : . ,
Facts About the Seal-Harvest (St. John's, 1978),

' o
p. 3. : . T
¢ 14’ Clerical Caller (January-March, 1978), p. 4.

13

15

Evening Telegrgm JAprll 1, 1978), p. 6.

¥4
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by proclamation, and by participation in community meetings.
As external protest intensified, Newfoundlanders éodﬁht
jus£ifigation from every available source. The involvement
of thg clergy is significant because, as the intermediaries
.between lay people and a higher power, their authority is
cbnside:able. While the motives of politicians are

occasionally suspect, the clergy are believed to be immune

from corruption.* ’

- Religious differences were pu£ aside in an'ecﬁméniéél
~approach to the'sealing controversy. At a public meétfné 5
{in St. Anthény on March 14, 1977, réligiqqs.leadérs

joined Provinciai’Fisheriés Minister, Walter Carter, in
' defending the hunt before an audience of j?uﬁnalists,
préfeste;s, qnd’loéal residents. ‘The clerqgy pledgedtheir
wholehearted support bepind\the sealersi and reasonéd
their presence in this way: 5
The church is involved...to show by our presence
and our words...our common concerns and our
common mind an official position on the sealing
industry as far as the church is concerned.lﬁ'_
They appeQreé‘Egdin te conduct a short sexrvice of prayer'
at ‘the sééleps' send-of f ié St. John'?'on'Mérch 5, 1978.
The fleet was biessed‘and QiV%ne gﬁidanég was publicly.
invoked. Inclusion. of the h&ﬁn, “EFernai Father, Strong
to géve,ﬁ emphgéiéed the hazards faced by séaiers: " 0 hear

us when we cry®to Théé/ Forethose in peril‘on the sea.”

The report that Franz Wébéf had requested Pbpé Paul

16 pub1i meeting, St: Ani:hény (March 14,°1977).

N < ]
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to take a position vis-a-vis the hunt: "Only an intervention
by'the.Holy See could incite Canada to renounce its decision

which dishonors humanity,"17 infuriated many, and perhaps ‘ %

stimulated cbunter-protest expressions such as this:. ‘

: In the meantime
Onward Christian sealers
Sailing to "the Front. ’
Domit- let the protesters _ ;
Inte rupt the hunt. 1?’ f

y

In an articlé inythe Clerical Caller, the newsletter of the

-

Newfoundland conference of the/ﬁggtéd Church of Canada, <
Reverend Arthur 5. Butt remlnlsced a. ut his own experience
at the Front and. concluded byxadmonrshlng those who

sought to 1nterfere "May God forgive the protestegs for |
o the dlspeh;;tlon of their false propagqgaa and may He'bless

\

the Sealers who w1ll prosecute the 1978 seal hunt and
19

prosper the work of their hands." .

% 1

" Occupatiopal Hazard

v A\
4 »

\

t These fishermen, in their efforts to provide
the necessities of life for ‘their families, are o0
ngngaged aqbccupatlon noted for its hardship :
and hazgid. They will not" take ‘kindly to the
, efforts of misguided zealots who threaten to
1nterfere with- thelr lawful aCEMVltleS

Occupatlonal'hazard 13 an argumentjvq;ced by non-

os sealers, though references are frequently made to past N
v ¥
/ S . e

. 3
17 Evenlng Telegram (March 2 1978), p. 1.

Voo % g T
18 Eyenlngpmelegram (March 23, 1978), P. 6. . v

SRERERETIN § . R
Ay ' Clerical Caller, P 5. s ‘ - o

20 Even1ng,Telegram (February 17, 1976), p. 6.

\ . RN "_ . '.\.
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experiences of.friends or relatives. With technological
advances and a less—competitive attitude towards sealing,
the degree of physical danger has decreased considerably.
Altsough there "are always uncertain perils at sea or on the
ice, it is now chiefly the recdllection of hatdship and

tragedy which survives in the folk memary.
Many of these brave men died at sea, not from poor -
health, but through great battles with the very un-
predictable Atlantic ice fields. A neighbor once
told me that he saw brave men grow weak and became
foolish when they discovered that the strong winds
and currents had separated them from their ship,
some men wandered away and were never seen again,
and others just gave up hope and froze to death.-
L Some. bodies were saved, but others were clplmed by
v the sea; it has a demand too, for human life.

Tell me, Miss Bardot, do you recall at lamplight \
melting ice with your breath from the kitchen .
window? Yes, ten tiny faces peeping through, looking,
walting anxiously for a dad long overdue from the
seal hunt, risking his life (for you) hopping from
pan of ice to pan of ice in. deathly chilling waters
for barely enough money to buy molasses and tea 22

John Scott, in his study\of the functions of folklore

L]

‘

at the seal fishery, suggests that:

...the esoterlc picture of the hazards lS
certalnly darker than that which is held by
the sealers themselves. If the people at

home wanted to see the hunt as fraught with )
perilsé the sealers were in no hurry to correct
them, 23 , .

T The risk of losing\a chance to supplement their income was,

\ . . ~.
_ to the sealers, mork threatening than physical danger.

Sy — —* 7

) ’
' 21 Evening Telegram (April 1, 1978), p. 6.
22 pyening Telegram (March 25, 1977), p. 6.

_ 23

John Scott, The Functidhs'of Folklore in the Inter-
Ve et AY T R
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Economic Heed

I wonder if Brian Davies or his co-workers
ever heard a child cry for a slice of bread
‘and molasses. Many of those families had a
very limited amount of food in the home until
their fathers returned from the ice floes.

L4

The economic value of the hunt is perhaps the most
disputed issue of the entire controversy. Wwhile protesters

argue that the number of Newaundlanders who actually

beneflt f1nanc1allf from the hunt is llmlted (approxi-
~ Mmately 4,000), the Prov1nc1al government utilizes the same

‘figure to demonstrate how the entire Atlantic economy is

' " bolstered during an otherwise testrictedwseason.zs

e  Benefits for men who engage in the ship-based hunt
fluctuate éonsiderably from year to year, but landsmen
frequently suggeét that they derive as much as a third of
their total income from sealing: - e

I start sealing about April 1 and I get about

. -one-third of my income from that. Then, at tqe
last of May to the middle of June, I start at
the .salmon fishery, from which I get another

. third of my income. After a month or so at that,
\ ’ I start at thé cod fishery, which gives. me ‘the
other third. All in all, the three lots cembined
give me ‘my llzllhOQd To cut off that is going
2 to hurt me. '

¢

elatlonshlps of the Newfoundland Seal Fishery and the Home
Cgm@unztles of the Sealers (St. John's: Memorlal University)
M.A. thesis, 1975, pp. 213-214.

/’~ ' 2Wﬁbecks; Awash (February, 1978), pf 39.
) 25 The Seal) Hunt, Canadian Department of Fisheries
and the Env;ronment (FS 99- 16/1977). pP. 18.

Ny 2 ' pecks Awash, P. 10.

14
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In terms of popular opinion; statistics carry little
weight. The fact that so many pecople believe the seal
hunt is cr&%ial to Prbvince's economy is the relevant
point. To quote a sealer.about to depart for the ice

in 1976: "...if they're out there trying to stop a man
n27

|

{

from making a 1living, there'’'s going to be trouble.

Tradition
. . . . L ¢
To the Newfoundland sealer, the seal hunt was part
. ‘of hlS livlihood, an industry passed on to him by
* father, his grandfather, and his great grand-
: father¢ and_he sohght to perpetuate it w1th dlgnlty _
‘and prlde 4 - _
~
. ...1t lS part of -our herltage, our soul and "also
oun\need to_work for\?ur bread 1nstead of taking)

hand-~outs. A
r,) % \Seal“hunt opponentqldismiss the “tradition“ argument,
sayiﬁg’it is unfortgﬁate but nonetheless ecologically
necessary to abolish the.hunt. TE;y fail to re¢ogaize *
'thaq sealing is not a single, isolated activity affectihg/

only a small number of individuals. Even the official

brochure makes this point: f...dollars And cents do not

4
'

ell a full story. Sealing is an enterprise with an air

enture, pursued in a hostile énvironment which tests
mettle qf its participants. It is part of a cultu%dl

7 Evening Telegrafm (March-3, 1975),§p. 3.
28 ' -

-

.clericai Caller, pfS;

- 29

Eveniﬁg Telegram (Febraafy'l. 1977), p. 6.

.
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.heritage."3o
Sealing was an adventure with an economic incentive.

The opportunity for outport men to go to the ice at a time

e

of the year when other activities were restricted was
greatly anticipated. Traditionally, men who participated i ]

in the hunt enjoyed increased prestige in their home \

communitiés for several reasons: 1) often a man's credit-
31

ratlng w1th the local merghant was increased; " 2) in an = ' {

otherw1se cashless economy, the hunt gave part1c1pants cash- -~ | -

to Duy ltems they otherw1se couldn t afford; 32 and’fxnally,.

- 3) esoterlc experlences were the source of entertalnment _ o ,///

(and instruction) among famllles and 1n'1aFger soc1a1

gatherings. s S N ' 0

! ,
.+.it is the function of folklore to give men

this ability to cope with conditions and dangers :
of the seal fishery. Also folklore functioms to '
increase the rewards for participation in the hunt

by ‘allowing those people outside the, occupation- to \ '
- hold an overly dramatlc picture of the hazards of Do
sealing. 33 . : ' ' 'f
The second point is repeated An the famlllan'verse- : B
Harbour Grace is a_pretty place
And so is Peeley's Island:
Daddy's going to buy me a brand new dress .
' Winen the boys, come home. from sw111n' 34 .
N, ) ) . ) ) ( _"‘ . . . e
30 n " - ’ . ‘ " \ '
The Seal Hunt,. p 19. . . o
31 scott, p. 233. : : L,
32 ibla.; p; 227.. P .
33 1bid., p.¥34.
34

Helen Creighton,’ Maritimeé Folk Songs. (McGraw-Hill:
\Ryerson, Ltd., 1961), p. 180.. - . R -'-f\ .

i




.awe. Bella Hodge s 1s a good eXample-

_fishery, 'yet khere.fspa vague recognition that they.may

73

I3 \ AR

Sealing stories were integral featlires of community
(U ' !
lore. Hardship, disasters, humorous incidents, and great

!

sealing successes were subject-to repetition,-often
insplrlng the comp051tlon bf songs and verses. The 1978 ’ N

anthology, Haulin' Rope & Gaff, is testimony to the range 1

of topics and attitudes .towards the seal flshery.' The
oldest recorded sonyg dates from'l833,vhut the fact that . ... -
seallng songs are Stlll belng composed at the present time

v ”"l-
ination with the subject \<%% -

reflects an endusd

Famlly storles were als' source of prlde and

‘L

~ One- tlme, I remember my father went to’ Lance aux '

- Meadows on dog team wlth ﬁqve bthers. One man “ii .
died and my father was found covered ln'SHOW‘Wlth

just his hands 'sticking up. -One man reached- oY

home and told how the men were lost and ‘a rescue
team went. for them. - ‘Then they brought. ny fatner ”
home. He was frozeh just like a chunk.of: ice. .
It took all night for my grandmother and. the o e
other women to bring him to. . -

Such stories are.the core of} popular opinionyabont the

. . \ ) . ) ) 0 X N

not be compIetely accurate. As one veteran sealer“tolq an'-
. Coe i 5 NN .

. . ¢ E . . oo B .
1nterv1ewer. : : P E 1_ NN L e s
" He (McKay) is very glad that he Went and nowadays

when he hears people talklng -about the Front and

what goes on, or what they think goes. on, he does .
- not have. to rely on what they are: saying because

he has'been-there himself and he knows for. hlmself

what happens at . the Front 36 2

K .
. AN
o '.\{ .

35%

L :

Wllllam McKay, Intervxew (MUNFqA 78—151)..T

‘Decks Awash (Februa;y, 1978), p. 13.| . "d;.*-‘: | “1\;@;H:'
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In essence, the protesters are perceived as attacking
a fundamental cultural activity which has legitimacy from

its long history and many*tfaditions. For this reason,

the controversy'is emotional’ and chauvinistic: ¢

Those of us who are proud of our herltdge'
should stand shoulder to shoulder and oppose(
.any attempt by those who are ignorant of-our
cway of life and wrest even the smallest portion:
L of their heritage from our hands.

N\ . N v

Sealers versus Protesters
v

" |

The previous categories of argument are used by indi-

viduals to justify the hunt, but there are several other

/ L)

areas of dispute, notebly, the image of sealers as cruel,
& —

barbaric men. Newfoundlanders, in response, try to dis-
credit the protesters as ignorant and. publicity-seeking
3 ' N I

Pme— from—aways. Roger Abrahams suggested“that groupé

R:under severe stress will develop hore highly esoterie forms

- [ v

of folklore than less—threatened or cohe51ve~jroups:

...folklore develops as an esoteric statement
of groupness and reflects the common aims and
practlces of the group and their shared .ideals.
. The amount of apartness felt by tfe group. and
the amouht of anxiety under which they exist
will be'reflected in the amount of traditional
expressions developed. and the 1nten51ty of the
llfeégf such 1tems.-38 . .

L

‘¢

No where is thls more ev1dent than\ln the -controversy of
: I R i
character, .Qr.Newfoundlandeps ve;suS»prqtesters. .

Clerical. Caller, p._5. “':733f$e '"7.T”T:f;“fff;j
38u

37

.. Roger Ahrahams,"Rhetorxc of Eve:yday Life,? Soutnern
Folklore g?arterly 32 (1968)1 P..59.,.:'

\ «\‘@ ]
-3

5
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LS é
Ironically, the "attack" on sealers and ultimately on
the mor%} character of all Newfound}anders, was initiated !

by a native-born Newfoundlander. In 1960, an drtlcle

- \ A . .
appeared in Canadian ‘Audubon written by’ Harold Horwood,

5 AU P

an active conseérvationist.: His description of the hunt as

a "tragedy on the whelping ice " was laden with emotional
imagery: ' , ' _'~ o T
% gery o
As dawh breaks over the frozen sea lt(reveaLs
a scene of primitive barbarism: men wallowing .
. in blood and fat, laying abouf\tggm with their .
\\ gaffs among the infant Harp seals that have been '
. deserted, by their panic-stricken mothers...32

.
R APy

h
Horwood refers to the traditional "“Bloody Decks " toast

as "symbolic of the barbarity wit¥ which the seal hunt is

. conducted."? The 1964 Artek film, shot-in the Magdalen B

s e

' \t N E
Islands and later broadcast ontpanadian television, aroused .
‘considerable public indignation and paved the road for

f ' .o ' multiple “save the seal" campaigns. ‘ .. \ § ﬂ

. \ ...a crude Ceasarian performed on a pregnant mother :
' ' seal hit on the héad, the baby tora out of her body, > !
the  pup skinned without even stunnlng it, the mother ¥
animal regaining consciousness' while all that happened-
o everywhere latyhing, ]oklng, swearing men in parkas i
7 - . and fur—trlmmg oyeralls,hlttlng,baby seals and mother 3 SN
- animals alike-z 1tt1ng, kicking, slitting throats,
N - . tearing the rry skins off dead, half-dead, dying - %-
“ aninals...a symphony of. horror, a ghastly chorus.. of
the damned whlch filled. every corner .of the sealing ' R .
area--eery noise creating 'a fitting backgrqund of . . VR R
! sound to th? slow advance of red blood over the whlte ey N
3 _ , ' expanse... ) . , , . .
A ' ¢ R : " . : . oo .
;
13

T 39 Harold Horwood,_"Tragedy on . ‘the Whelplng Ice, S /’m"
. Canadlan Audubon, V. 22, No. 2 ,(1960), p. 37.

‘.l “

. . on N .'_ o e Lo . .'. \‘ - :' : . J
\ 4‘0 Ibld. ( po: 38 - . R ' “ ‘ ‘ ! "-a .‘ ) . '.':‘ JONREN P N
¢ L e 41 Peter Lgpt, The Last Seal E;E-fuontteal.\narvest

”Q.;f?OUSe@;l?GJ),: 44 45.
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by statlng\ . v,

Sensational journalism, corresponding to the European

and North American concern with conservation and the
emerging environmental movement, made the seal hunt a par-

A 4

ticularlj‘conspicuous target. The Zg%ue was ‘moral dynamite;

w1th a few plctures and an impassioned appeal on the seals'

behalf protesters were able to ralse.lncredlble sums of

[N PR

money w1th relatlvely little effort. As the controversy

/

aged 1nfhmmatory 5peeches dlscredltlng sealers ﬁere
gradually abandoned by‘Dav1es and Greenpeace but Newfound-

landers would contanF to respond to such labels as
' - ~
Newfoundland Premier,

®*savage barbarians." Frank Moores,

opened his remarks to a Washingtoh,,D.C.,'news conference

v N\
’

No one likes to be the .subject of 1nnuendo and

Decks Awash (February,_1978),mp. 34. ;f“z L

-/

slander. No people like .to- be branded. as' sadistic
. insensitive, ruthless- barbarians... (Even) yours N
Congress has -fallen prey to nalf truthg and sim- '
plistic statements concocted by protest groups:. 4
Recognizin§ that blood and the SIaughtefing"bf animals is
always an unpleéasant sight, defenders of the “hunt make" :'_ a4
_frequent analogles to%mmerc1al abahto:.r operatlons-
" I have never seen a seal’ kllied in a barbarous .
manner--whether by gun or by-a club. The scene '
. -of the klll is no. more pleasant than that of the 43 -
: 'abatt01rs I have’ viglted ‘but it is just as humane:.~
:Tom Hughes, the Executlve9V1ce-Pre51dent of the\Ontarlo
:Humane Soclety, spent many years studylﬁg dlfferent techh'J,,
' . o \ R re . S .. s ‘.'\,_“ . .. " ".'A 'n'.l~
T 42 E.h U
i Kltchener-Waterloo (Ontarlo) Record (J uary 12, S
1978), p..32. {:A : ,_:_._:\:, o o ',k__ DT
.. 43 o Y R

T ST IR -.ldnr;._n.._a—
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niques of animal slaughter and has made his position

. abundantly clear. While acknowledging the hunt as a

"repulsive spectacle," with potential for abuse by

inexperienced hunters, he defends the whitecoat hunt as

'

humane and legitimate.

Hughes' participation in the pro- sealln campaign
P 9 P

lent increase& credlbillty since his own lnvolvement began

~while still a member of the’ Brltlsh Columbla S.Pkc.A.; and  «

his initial purpose was to investigate the isgue of cruelty.

" While on tour with tne government s campalgn in 1978,

> o
Hughes made the following assessment:

The greatest lmmorallty in the seal hunting controversy
has been the reckless, indiscriminate, deliberate

~- campaign of racial discrimination and hatred ‘which _

: has been deliberately fostered against the people of
\Newfoundland and of Canada by groups of .individuals
whose primary aim is to raise -funds, partlcularly
-im the Un;ted States and Eqrope.

Reactlon by Newfoundlanders to - charges of barbarlsm
" and cruelty Vary con51derab1y. .Some are 1nd1gnant and

angry: “...your dastardly attemg% to scuttle\onqhof our,

industries, and few we have, 1s§jk_:
. R
A less—lmpa551oned appeal but nevertheless a flrm denial’, -

is offered by a sealer- _yg

B have*% great apprec1at10n for nature.] T respect
" nature’ and\learn from it. .I.am amazed py it.  For
Brlan Dav1es to, call Newfoundlanders a bunch of ° ’
‘ gmanlacs, barbarlans and- savages lS 80 wWrong.. There

hlng short of s%botage."45

- are no. more sympathetlc people on’ earth than Newfound-”_:

‘. L_..

o, '...' o . . . R ;o -
.(—"-:\'—" o R R T

T s 0 - .. T = .

ﬁ o44 becks Awash (February, 1978), P“ 38..ﬁ“f'.

[l 45 ..1: . . P e

Weekend Maga21ne (May 13 1978), p.-B‘ L] RS

Ny o

ey e+




5

‘ ' landers. 'If I were to kill a seal and didn't
kill it clean, then I would feel for it. The
majority of fishermen I know ftel that way. When
Jyou kill somethlng, blood has got té flow. To :
the people who'don't understand, it looks terrible. :
. It makes you look like a savage,. but it is the rlght
-~ thing to d& when it is dohe- r&gbt.46 :

-]

e -
A non-séaler was angered sufficifently td respond to the

cover  illustration of.%eekend Magazine,eMarch 11, 1978.

The impressiomistic sketch of a-person weariug a white fur

~ - : coat smeared with blpood, was circulated throughout Canada,
PR N
and perpetuated the emotionaldsm of the sealing issue:
’J - - . \

VLo The morning of Saturday, March 11, began in"an un- '
eventful, almost boring manner. As is5 wont of a
savage, and in accordange with my proscribed role
as a Newfoundlander/ I sYent the early hoyrs ravaging
the countryside anéd®torturing all the animals in
sight. A trail of blood st¥etching back to the
horizon, the extermination of 'several sﬁeq\gs of wild-
life, and the gratification of a job well done were . |
my just rewards. .After klcklng the cat 30 yards ¢nto :
the nearest high- voltage w1res, goring the dog with "’ﬂ» A

~ : " . my can§, and tightening the vice on my wife's skull, ) ]
I settled back to peruse that shlnlng llght 1n the '
01d ‘of Journallsm,eIEekend Mag_21ne...

\ .

|
N ¢9“ Alan Dundes p01nts outs. '...a group s 1mage of 1tself : .-l
e -

LS

‘. - ‘and 1ts 1mages ‘of other groups are reflected 1n 1ts folklore
L ( ¥ . - o
repert01re,“ and "folklore not only acts as a unlfylng e
.. :

K o force in terms of one group’ S\ldentlty but also as a
s \ ‘ lelSlVE]fOI e 1n ‘terms of moldlng or conflrmlng one T {, ‘.
- e
: o ' } .
ALy group = attit des toward another group w48 The.sealrng e

_cohtroversy-;s partrcdlagly-susceptlble,to the development . )
’ _‘ . ‘-“ . . . . ) 3 R "' T \ . ‘o LT .
: S 4 o ." -, L . ‘ N SR - . / .

,, o RN - S — r .ji""_f_\ ~ A
e 46 ..Decks. Awash (Eebrdﬁry, 1978), B ll-- N d_ ':'”:( S

47

Weekend Magazlne (May 13 1978), p.'B.,,_fé. l” d'“ 'ir? RS

\:; R 48 Alan’ Dundes,?The Study of Folkore (Englewood Cllffs-*_f"“ A
"iu&l4_5 - Prentice-Hallu lﬁ%S), pp. 43~ 44 r_ S ST - p J,;liQfﬁ
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and ‘articulation ¢f exoteric beliefs about both gr‘Oups l
(sealere and. protesters), because of the' relatiye isolation
of Newfoundland from the Mainland." Brian Davies Spent a
relatiyely short time in the Province and, when here, he
was- in St. Anthony at the extreme northern tip of lthe\
northern peninsula. Thus, there was minimal interaction .
between the two groups  and 'tk_l.e reporting was given 'a'

S , degree of 1,'1'..c.ense_th§1t etherwg'se might _ﬁot ocCur_.l'

LoD ' : ‘
While "professional” “protesters refrained.from making

' - ’

- ' overtly insulting remarks about Néwfoundlanders during
their stay in St. Anthon‘y, hate le'ttérs from distant ;l_aces
poured into the commuxuty and to the office of Flsherles
Minister, Walter Carter Some of these were printed in

Decks Awash, and others ‘were read on the CBC—TV program,

- Here ana Now. A few exa\mples‘suggest their ;anendlary-
nature: ' \ - - .
A Sir,...you aren't even brave. enough to kill anythin
but. baby seals, newly born. Such savagery is'an-
- . thinkable in a cﬂll'l;zed society—-but whoever
- said Newfoundland is a "ciyilized society:" Yo
.~ _even.use c¢lybs to-do your. -savagery: shades of Nean—
' derthal man! ...I thank God we live far away from'
\ you in a- civilized land. Withgwntempt ¥or you and’
\A ,shame and embarassment for alﬁjﬁmamty, (7. C.;*Ill )

R AN

Pear R.P.'. el have heard that you are bvery tJ.red of
'being. Iabelled-a murderer, but 'if the shoe fits, 7. .
"wear,it!' There is o other: title that 'so aptly f;Lts -

. you. and your<group ‘of "thugs. You. obv:Lously have Y
-extremely low 1ntelln.gence. L. (S W ) ( L Lot x

2 ! .-- i .
P, C. yes Iou poora, pOor man' Were yo born defomed, .
lacklng the ‘most. important quallty of wll," ‘the one’ "'y

\ ' ;, ’that is. suppost to establ:.sh mankind as \God's nost
RS . blessea" creatipn" -0r were youw defomed/by others, S D
‘say ugly, l;rubal pﬁople, perhaps your own parents'»‘r PRSP S ¥
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The blihd are not as handlcapped as ydu ared those who .
are crippled can stil}l see beauty and lovliness in

the world arqund them. But you--you poor, poor man! ¥
Compared to gpu the death you harbor ,in your heart - ' |
sinks into ybur groin to repder you 1mpotent Better g -
that such a child sink jinto eternal darkness than

that it exist to pass along the heritage of bloodlust

to another generation. (M B., Callfornla) .

PPN

Newfoundlanders have been.the,subjeot.of blaison popu- 43

laire ‘traditions since Confederation in 1949, butwthefﬁdeas ' +

expressed in such hate letters were intolerable:, Retallatlon‘ |-

’ waégdlrected at Davres, Greenpeace Weber, and occasrgnally,

P . -

Brigette Bardot for her actlvitles 1n 1977 Many counter— §
protesters did not (or c0uld not) dlscrlminate"between the '

N

organizatiohs oxr 1nd1v1duals but regarded them as compatrlots

” ’

in a fullhscaLé consplracy to denlgrate Newfoundlanders for -

financial Rroﬁlt. -{(When Ray Elllott was queried about tnel
\ _':' - n . .
\Greenpeace o}ganization, he diSmiefed them as a "small.
«* ) \ ’f . . .
[ o . N
rellglous organlgatlon ﬂ '

»

, BN Many Ne&foundlanders flrSt thought the Protest was a - ;/4¢ﬁ_/

joke. Cec11 Mouland, a surv;vor of the 1914 Newfoundland , ' s:

disaster, remarked:\ ...it was so’ fOOllSh, comlng down to
ﬁ: ar . Y .
paint the seals jﬁ}

\The‘concluﬁlon; "...we are tpo late_by

yeaif;l-The tarnishing of”ourﬂgood'name-has : enidbhe aﬁa- B
‘t1l1 s contlnulng by thls so—called conserva'lonlst "52

-

el waé flﬂally\:01ced publmély 1n 1977, and counter-protest Qlt : :\»
D . . /[ . . Cow . R . . .
e Do 49 CBC-TV; Here and Now (February 23, 1978) C o \‘
. ,.._ \ N . .
. |5

‘ Personal interview, Ray Elllott (February 28 1978)

oY e T ”"'7
51 EVenlng Telegram (March 31,.1976)/gb 2* 'f.ﬁﬂ”f.ﬂh .

! _‘.'v e 52
LN .

Evening’Te{egram (March 3 1977),‘p ‘6
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%
expressions reflected a cor‘resp0nd1ng rigidity in attitude.

A sampling. of comments reveal how the image of protesters
was formally communicated:

Yes, there is a problem indeed to rid the world of

such scum as.there is roaming the earth,sahowever, we

can. probably see that the P.S5.P.G. ([punk seal pup  group)

is fighting a losing battle, 33 . '
/

- People who do—not know the realjty of a Newfoundland
rural way -of llfe such as movie stars, city slickers,
Greenpeacers should stay out of our affairs..: A person

‘ .whose hands. have nevér been dirty or salted by the
-sea should keep the:.r dainty hands out of it.

- Misinformed, cease senseles protest:mg, (Slgnal‘ flag '
- on the port side of the Normhy s Gladys, St. John's
harbor, March 5, 1978). 55 =~ ~—— o

1

Well, here is a little friendly. advice ¥or the little
. dapdies from Chicago. Our sealers are. ot used to

' belng shoved or pushed around especially when theYy are
trying to make a dollar. They might panic and clobber

-y one of them over thé head with a greasi?lipper, agd

the headlines of the Telegram would go spmething llke :

this, "Greenpeace turns to red conflict’as sealeyr -
clobbers airline stewardess with greasy, bloody '
flipper 25 miles southeast of the Offer Wadhans. "

- can revert in the minds .of thelr felloy Canadians -
from villainous desp011ers of whlte-sklnned innocence
to the simple—-minded rubes' that, bless th€irf. hearts,

. refuse’ to ‘abandon-their moon-reck’ Proyince for the ‘o
ClVlllzed pleasures of Toronto. >7 I ’

r33 ﬁvening_we:pegrani' (Mahi.:ch 17; '19'78)7, plé. |7
' 5‘.‘:Eve;iix{'grm1ég£ém (March 22,\1977) , b6
55 Lvening ‘relegram’ march 6 1978), )/\M 3 PN
56 AE‘veni'hg:;‘;relegram (February 26 19 76) ,‘p 6. g | -
. 57 ottawa Cltlzén (March 31 1977), p6 - , *’ _

o




Y grows .out of cbn ern for the characteris’gics, goa_ls, and

|
82 |

I!lspite Moores' efforts, it looks like these hed-
lammers from the protest groups will be back at the
?nt again this year, whelping new propaganda
. tories which should show us the erroxr of our barbaric
ways. Perhaps only when we die and go to that great
ice pan_in ‘the sky will we get to hunt our seals in
peace. ’ '

)
T The prec d' g expressmns validate Joshua F:Lshman 5 ‘ r
! 1

hypotheses regard hg stereotypes- "stereotypic content

another grou‘p." ?nd, N e

Stereotypic content is als® an indicator of  the areas
of interaction tHat are felt to exist (or which were
once felt to exist) between two groups. If inter-
action is !(or has been) such-as to touch upon economic
competition, show of strength, .or non-tangible
cultural eleQents,' etc.,,then stereotypes will deal - _
with shrewdneéss in business, stature and body type, :
education and sensitivity, etc. o |

Certainly the perceived economic threat.and-assault on thé\\\

: morality.of‘-Newfouﬁdla}n'ders contribu't‘;ed to the evolution
' ) . . . B ' o

of reactionary stereotypes.’

.'..Stgfeotypes'; not uhlike folk proverbs, represent.

a unique combination of insight, projection, ration-

alization, and out-and-out self-gratiflcatlon.50 '
\

Since. 1t was legélly 1mp0551b1e Eo prohlblt protestors
N

'from gorng to St Anthony or to. llmlt the.lr act;.v1t1es 1n

IT\ \.

’ other spheres, frustratlon and hOStlllty were, vented via’
\ " v g K . o . . .

S . . . N
T 0 -

.

4

Evenlng Telegram (February ll, ‘1978), p._ .

’ ) 5.9

-)- e

Joshua Flshman "An Exar_n:mat:.on of the P:socess and s L
Fungtion of. Social Stereotyplng,'.‘ Journal of’ Som.al S

'I o PS;!EhOlOg! 43 (/1956) ,\p.' 53@ V-l'..' B Cee ; ‘\l“w.— '-__.-’ .'.‘ ('. ‘... - @/“...
e 80T e T T e )
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\ ' .
public communication channels. The reliance on stereo-
types was part of an in-group coping strategif to deal with
an otherwise intolerable situation..
\ ()
; - Characteristically, stereotypes are concepts which . 5
| Y B o
are: 1) simple rather than complex or differentiated; B
, 2). errqneous rather than accurate; 3) acquired through
second—hand rather tham through drrect experlence and
4) resmtant to modif19at10n by new experlence.61 There are e
multiple functions of stereotypes. .They.serve as "sub~ - ,* ?
b Y
stitutes for obser,Vatlon w62 and thought economy in a is
world where individuals are continuously bombarded by new - .
: informatien which hés to be codified and “acted upon. o .-
Whether stereotypes are inaccurate or whether they contain
, ‘a "kernal of truth " has been arqued in & varlety of '
§ ~ '
3\.\ studles, but Flshman suggests 1t is more relevant to
7 \;- "
: x ' consmder stereety ping as .a process OI an "abrldgement of :
' critidal thJ.nkJ.ng 1n certain social contexts," A ' o "“‘
. r G
In stereotyplng it almost seems as though the indi- .. . | S
~vidual either judge$ not at all, o does so only via B
‘well-yorn, dependable, swiftly traversable channéels Lo
which require a bare minimum of’ deflnlnq, dlstlngulshlng -
J.nduclng, welghmg of ‘evidence, _81‘ arxy___of the so-: , s
‘called hi\;her menta,l processes. SEPEREE R
. ) _ v i TN b
,1 R . -From a folklorist{c v1ewpoint, stereotypes share certaln " ;j_j
B . X R o e
; imllar functlons w1th proverbs 1n that both sum up a % g B
B A N LY ;f' - S A )
Jihe oL John ardlng,("Stereotypes, International Encyclo—- v B
e pedia of “the’-Social. Sciences,- ed. by . David Li Sills (New ) g::;:;
R ; _"York Macm:.llan and _he Free Press, 1968) s A259. S ‘ e FJ'
5 ':_‘.5.":"\, oo ) 62 Flshman, p. 32..‘_"‘, " f ‘ FE. ) 5 :
R L IR TSR 63 Ibld., pp. 34 35 :: .
: R
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situation, pass judgment, recommend a course of action,
or serve as secular past precedente for present action."64
As stylized response fo fecurrent_situatiéns, stereotype§
aréfintegral features of expressive counter-protest. They
are aggressive assertions’ Whlch deflne a group's identity:
vis-a-vis a threatehing @roup.- Persuasive appeals draw °
strepgth from argging_with the familiar, %Fd etereotyées

are precisely that--they are expressions of "eweryday |

~

knowledge " which do not require explication to membe&s C
of the group who employs them.

Gregory Gizelis, in his study of persuasive narratives,

suggested ' : oD

)
0

One can find out from the degree of the topic's

occurence how vital it.is for a particular individual

or group. The higher rate of reoccurence of a theme .

that occurs in a conversation, the greater redundancy,

and therefore the less new information the addressees
" receive.

¢

'The Sealing controversy was essentially one-directional in

Co , ' S L : "
. that Newfoundlanders were on the defensive and had little

f N N - ) B f
opportunity to criticize opponents on their home ground.
- - # - e . N .

-SfereotYpes flourished because.interaction with the pro-

\7 b
N 7

testers was llmlted yet thelr regular appearance in ';
:ed%ly Spring was the subJect of great publlc 1nterest and )

_susp101on since thelr avowed 1ntent was dlsruptlon.

>
pA
ke
- . .
Py ~ 4 R

. O o
\ : \
B 64 E O]o\éiewa and. Alan Dundes, “PrOVErbs and tne

ZEthnography of Spgaklng Eolklore, Amerlcan Anthropologlst

V.66, No. - 6, pt" (1964): p. 7.7 :.g

Gregory Glzells, Narrat1Ve Rhetorlcal Devices of

'*Persga51on (AtnenSA Natlonal Centre of 50c1a1 Research 1974)
p 27. v’ - - PR ".' - . - N ' ‘

ey b . N . . . -

S
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Newfoundlanders' anticipation of protest activit,ies
was a combination of curiocusity, dread, and amusement.
The ambivalence in -q!\:titude is reflected in many‘.counter—
protést items, buk retélia,tion tﬁreats_are partidularly
revealing expreseions. Categorles of retallatn.on threats
roughly corresp0nd to rhetorlcal expressn.ve strategles-
celebratory/condemnmg, sympathet:.c/reproachful and face-—

tlcus/satu.rlcal appeal (see followrng section for e€labora—
A\

*tion). An example of each type of threat follows:

\

Celebratory/condemning

rWhlle such threats reflect a ‘broad spectrum of attltude

' vn.ew of the 1ntruders. Often the most preposterqus ~state—

We will fight a battle which will make the one

we held in March, 1977, look like a Sunday School .

picnic.'ﬁﬁ ‘ .
Sympathetlc/reproachful | mT
...not ‘permit them any accomodatlons, no fuel for
their copters, .no asslstance whatever and certainly
no. co—operatn.on in any snape or, fom, only harass-
them w:.thout wviolence. .

- e °

Facetlous/satlrlcal .« R o L -

\ ." M ’
They should be arrested\ and foxr punlshment made to 4

eat overripe seal°meat three times:a day for 30- days.- ,
. Then they should be dipped-in: .a vet of per:manent pmk N

dye and shlpped off home.§3. S R

" that’ a sarcast;.c threat 1mplles a 1lght-hearted or~ amused

-

-,66 Evem.ng Telegram (Apr:.l 30, 1977)“ p 6.
Ty :

"],67 Evem.ng Te]?egram (February 18 19’(7). P- .
g N o
68 Even:.ng Telegram (February 3 L9_76) ' p.'

6\

. “j'.'

' : towards the protesters, ‘one must be careful not to assUIQe
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ment is the product of prolonged frustration and hostility.
‘t "I'd.like to have them out here on the pans so.I )
9 could drown 'em all," said Mercer Cullimore of
% Little Cataline, amid general laguhter from his
} mates ‘as he was ‘interviewed on, the ice. "They. .
& nevetr saw a- seal in the:“r l:.fe ‘except a tame- one. c T
i .. If they seeh a good dog- hood they'd never- stop o b
.4'7-,-_) . f‘ N Esoter:.c threats such as these dlScrédlt the protesters and ;
J.mply that se\alers are tougher and more experlenced,, tne{e—f
\ - .
o . fore the:.r cause w:.ll ultxmately tr.l,umgh . At the Vlklng
Motel _in March, 19\77 B.'Lll Short told BrJ.an Dav:l.es-' S :
Lo T - "Mr. DavJ.es, you are late for your appo:.nt.ment on the Front.
{ , + If you were a sealer, you‘d starve oh the Front this
;: [ ' 3 S ;. . o l-
CE ' ' ‘mo.t‘ning w10 o P A
\ \ ' Other threats were plag:LarJ.zed .1deas from the pro— o, . _
? oo i testers plans- "If the protesters 1ntend to dye ’che seal I
B 7. ‘ Do e
‘ npups, why shouldn t -the sealers, who are only try;ng to P
/ T, o o make an hone,st llv:l.ng, dye ‘the protesters""n In sum, Y= RN A
SRR ,,‘ retallatmon threats—-as other J.tems of the counter-protest x_ ,.'::'”f
3 ; & ',-"f' ; theme—-—are essentn.ally defenslve and émot:!.onal respon“s/es. .
I )
RO e A '
: . i
R
),"-._ R ..': ’:. . ¥ I f A .\ w-,‘

transfer of hOStllJ.'ty mto verbal actJ.on. L S

Everu.ng Telegram \(March 23'.

_i,'9‘77), p. '1‘_.

- , 70 ;:veru.ng Teleg}'am (Maxrch lﬂ, 1977) ’ P l
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~ Rhetorical St-rate<Lies

AN

T,

o

-

? express:.ons, it must be remembered that they afe components

"of a larger rhetor:.cal strategy. It remalns to be dexton—

. P N . '

Any time vetbal discourse asserts or implies
value or tries to lead usgko infer it,, it
becomes rhetorical. .As,soon as we standifor " k)
or agalnst in some meé’ sure, we have - exerted = : B I I
an influence, we havé begun to draw readers or R I A
\ 1Jestenere away from something and to urge then ’
" towards Something else, they are forced by ‘our -

action. to assent or: dissent:.”2 . o
v(hereas fam:ul:.arlty w:.th the precedlng argun}ents lS R

T - Y

essential to any ana1y31s of seallng counter—protest r . R

.-.,
o . . ‘.

strated how 1nd1v1duals stx\ucture their appeal to achieve -' o

-

their geal,.wh:l.ch :l? justlflcatlon and ratloxfallzat._ion

for the pursuanbe of. the wh:.tecoat hunt

N .

\ >
‘AS noted, the outstanq.:.ng marker of c&:nter-—protest

' a
»

1s the hJ.ghly emot:.onal, react:.onary message and del.wery.

Persuasaon is effected by sklllful manipulat:.on of publlc :

sentiment and values 2 events and known "f‘actB“ ‘axe used

as ev1dence to support a pos¢t1cm ‘~.,;; : f.( o 4
,\ B | 4 . I P , . . 1.4
Glzela,s sugges‘te that successful spéakers ‘are s0. o

<

because they conv1nce the.(r audJ.ence of sharJ.ng s:.m:.lar

\' [
FERN . . .

< o

i:dentlt:l.es .

,.,-'People pay‘ attent:.on to persuass.ve appeals, , 1f T

,['--'the arguments presented -sound’’ reasonable to--them._, X ‘-_.

“"'And, in‘orider for them to sound:. reasonable,ﬁl;hey e
‘mist:be:in. acéoxrd with the }istener‘fs ldéongYq
.‘cosmology, and world view S

P R oy

Dlscourse ~(New York 'rhe Free, Press, 1969),

.72 Classlcal Rhetono for Modern
P A3

John H. , Mackmn‘




"songs of persuasion," function to "communicate a specific N |
sense of reality-or view-of the 'WOrld.,"74 In expressive\

genres, this is achleved b} examples, i.e., arguments.

‘When the message "reinforcee:the a priori Hellef systemeaﬁJ
,the llstener*" (ox: reader), 1dent1flcatlon between the .

addressor and addressees 15 fac111tated.75

Most frequently, sealing” counter—protest utlllzes a

. .' .,.comblnation of arguments, though some recelve more empha51s

~

. than. others. Whlle 1ndiV1duals may focus ‘on the 1tems they

.flnd most*personally threatenlng or absurd, tne fact that

:.there are'a 11m1ted number of . categOries of response 'fj”; L

“&zl*ﬁ;,.f f "ll—Suggests the poss1b111ty of constructlng a: compOSLte
. T yorld v1ew. . '_,‘fw”_ C ;>_11=:, IR %&, nr”73 ‘.f§

c 5 : . . P . o

Language, frequently vernacular language, conflrms S

: that protest i's directed at promotlng 1nterna1 solldarxty | P t

e Many words and phrases, 1 e., "sw11ers “E"bedlammers,"

‘- ' R gaff,ﬂ etc.fﬁare wultgrally speclflc and-would be strange

| to the ears of out51éers., In an’ earller examlnatlon of .

the‘seal flshery, Charles Sanger observed a crnc1a1 tnough

k', o : unexplored po:Lnt.‘ . . ‘ v ’ \- \ _ SN
: ] Sl Co ) Ty

o oo ) L It 1s 1nterest1ng to: note that thelr use of such’

| : : ' ' tetrestial 'terminology ‘as "ice fields,” :"geal

; . S 'meadows," -and "harvestlng" in. descrlblng the ice- S
SR v .~ 'scape and. seallng "operation. itself suggests that . Tt
Lo . ' -the'sealers.perceived the ice=-floes' to be 'a seaward = .

K

T o .'exten51on of thelr terrestial resource base o

" . ‘ !'.‘. .I S " Lo w
74 nemsoff. p‘-- 3. el eow R

Ibld., p. 4.

b \ : R A

'76 Charles W° Sanger, Technologlcal and Spatlal'Adap—
tation 1n the Newfoundland Seal Flshery Durlng the Nlne- g

gt e o
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hls is" repeated and artlculated by chh)pd_Casnln durlng

a telev1sed 1ﬁterv1ew on March 14, lB?% ,...Our raison .
g . .

d'etre.s.ls to harvest'the sea.“7 If Pne is familiar mith
‘the barren landscape of Newfoundland, and consider the
oft—quoted phrase, "the-Rock " to descrlbe the 1sland it .

is understandable why the sea 1s v1ewed as a resource for

“cultlvation and management. ThlS is not. to suggest mas%ery,.

‘but it does 1mply an. appréc1atlon of the 1nhab1tants

historlcal and contemporary dependence on the sea. Through:

, ?language, Newfoundland s iSOlathn by the sealls phenomeno-ff

'y cN

‘floglcally reduced.t Agrlcultural terms, such as "harvest "

. nd a “bhmper crop, 1nvest a sense of human control over I

" an otherw1se capr1c10us resource .ﬂﬂlfi-fig""’“jj,f

espected human attrlbutes are frequently revealed by

verse and’ prose expressrons. The suggestlon that sealer)

-are cruel is denied emphatlcally, and the reference to -
Aw1ves and famlly back at home serve to relnfOrce the-

argument of economlc necessity. (The foilowmng examples :

- are’ excerpts from verses 1nc1uded 1n Chapter V).

"'He s called the ‘cruel sealer ; N
He's one of a hardy race. ' o
He's dressed in a coat of misery’

N ~.ana worry haunts his face.. R L e T

I -~
o But in hlS nund there s a.picture
. Of his pregnant w1fe on shore -

And he he51tates no more.; (Mrs.:Jean H;sCock)

"

_teenth’ Century (St.dJohn S: Memor1a1 Unlver31ty), M A.,-:

thesls, 1973, p. 230.,
‘ 77

CBC—TV, Here and Now (March 14, 1977)

v 1‘*

Of his children, .their empty stomachs- waltlng SN




The wdrk ethlc recelves hearty approvdl, whlle the
:notlon of acceptlng money from wealthy forelgn entrepre—
: neura is- treated w1th scorn. -Swilers are portrayed as

ftough, God-fearlng famlly men.who accept responslblllty
: A

+

for earnlng thelr 11v11hood desplte occupatlonal dangers

'and hardship: "...But the money earned by honest sweat/

1s better than the dole."(MacIsaac)

But our Sealer, is-a hard—work1ng reaper,

. andif,there'is blood on .his hands, .
.. It's part of :his ‘Livlihood, way ‘of lLfe,__
- .He 'don't feel-no guilt, nor ‘shame', . »

. As a few; big City'Sngbs; may claim, :- i
_”e‘;To hlm 1ts honest bread, forgettlng strife. '
L‘ T - o (John Whlte)

-

“In contrast, and often more emphatlcally, the pro-

“-ﬁ“testers are deplcted\as 1gnorantf lnterferlng, hypo-_tg'h';:'”7'”

!

:crltlcal come*from—aways. obv1ous wealth, compounded W1th2'

?an alr of superioﬁ hlgher knoWledge, make'the protesters

o oM.

vulnerable to §tereotyp1ng. -...These pampered c1ty slickers i

-that a day 8 hard work would klll.< (Scammell)

. Now -we have "human babes® to feed, . .- . ""-y
. -In the Isle of Newfoundland - o ¢
.~ This ‘might. be hard for-slickers - T

From outside ‘to understand
~We have the elements  to flght S
To earn ‘the dallybpay, Co g P
- While' parasites and hypocrltes, ' T
v Take our- good name away. e o
. . ' (Mary MacIsaac) N

Newfoundianders are proug\of thelr 1mage as belng a

}

.. frlendly and hospltable people, and they resent one—51ded

pub11c1ty whlch 1gnores thlS valued tralt--fr-

[N ‘,~|

’ffjl Now we always have a, welcome-EZr anyone on earth

To, ‘come and spend some ‘time w1th us- to see JuBt
' what we're worth ~ y

K

oo o




et -and the "dally encounter wrth the sea""_ o

LY -~ . .
You‘ll flnd our: doors are open and’ onr frlendshlp S T
" is for real.-
We're not cruel ‘thé way some thlnk ]ust because '
T owe k111 the ‘seal. PR '
- (Rex Hemeon) ’ ' .\
-'Laughter and the ablllty to find humor in even ‘the ,

most desolate places is another aspect of :leand l:Lfe. )

’Cyril Poole explored the questlon of Newfoundland humor in

r “

a lecture entltled,«“'rhe Soul of the Newfoundlander.“ ' Poole
: suggested there J.S an :Lnt:.mate connectron between humor . o

Ll T
,‘ \ N *

'~...to encounter the untameable sea is to meet

S ‘some of: the most: pr:.mordial and J.nv.rolable laws_ .

>% of ‘nature.- face to. 'face,. eye—ball ‘to’ eye—ball. S
' .'Now-it -has:stiuck me that. the incidents' and Stories:
e ,-that tap. ‘the deepest: isprlngs of Newfoundland\humor s
are. prec:Lsely ‘thoge in whic¢h a: 11v1ng thing Or :

: .',’person, preferably a Newfoundlander, breaks or
bends thOSe laws. . O AP B

,.,,‘

‘ Certain comlc aspects of the protest are hlghllghted by

‘-"Joe Connolly s book of cartoons, On ‘the Front (see pp. ]_04_ o

107), whlle references such as ,"...Thqre'll be uncle Brlan
Davies and hlS hearty women cr.ew "(Hemeqn) v 1mply am abillty
,' to f:md amusement even in the midst of combat.' 'I‘he con-"._" AR
" frontation on\the ice-fields between sealers and protesters L

C was transformed by several verse-«makers f_rom a serious R

encounter to an 1mag1nary scene in whlch Newfoundlanders, -

o

N

'w1th thelr 1ong \e:gperience and expertJ.se, out-manuever L

¢ O\
. - Aa e R
UL

‘ .thelr Opponents. Sy \ Sl

. -'Gomg to: the seal hunt on a W1nter s day, R
Co -Watchrng all the Newfle boys joining- ih the" fray
' 'Laughlng at. the Greenpeacers, and - their cries” of: woe
As -armed: w1t,h heavy spray guns: ‘they Jump from floe
to floe.,_ (Alexandrlne Mercer) SR

e

T ,.cgrll Poole, Lecture (St. John 5, HlBtOrlcal Socrety,’{i;
. _,F_,ebr'ua'ry 0, 197 ) . . : 4 - )

1
PR R

R e e e et et b
[ T R
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R L o In the following verSe,, Brlan Dav:ues 15 mocked for hls
‘L : L ’ . ' X v N '

K e he attempts to harass I ‘..'_,-.,..' ‘ " _- .:"' ‘_" . ' ;:',3'»_1'
' AR " 'Row the'sea is. runnmg mOuntaJ.ns high S e
t N It made hlS stomachache . o e

ci0 7 he is hot like Newfoundling?s kS R ey
. s _ the sea he could  not take: She T T e
ERSRERE :-: (Thomas Gooble) 4; o ‘_‘.;.

St

. '_ Surv:ural desplte isolaticm created a people noted for

thelr independence and self—suffi01ency.' Newfoundlanders

".,‘".,To interfere w1th yOu : R :
el AT e would. bé: fined -or put. in JaJ.l f" L
T ST JAnd, be told Just what “tordosi. - : R

A T S S (Michael Butler)

Y

T . 1) Stay home and fJ.ght abortlon R R SRS
RERHNS - Injgsta.ces and crime- .. T DU

: MR “Try fighting hunger:for the pOor ,;. ' A
ERER T 'ljhen for seals,no fighting time. o
I SRS \. e (Mlchael'Butler)

Lol “are more cruel. T
s ‘."’,Because we.are Newfies don't mean »We are fools.,, -
%' Haw. about. the\chn.ldren that Starve ‘in ~other 1ands. '
Let‘s +think. about the golden rule and help our o
fellow man... . (Rex Hemeon) e :

The protesters 5come from _-the Unlted States.; France, Great;"

1~._ Vo,

Britain, and Germany. B Therq 1s a sense of irony and

.t

skepticism about° the motives of "do-gooders

NN

\

who seek to

E T 1nab111ty to cope as cleverly .on the 1ce as tn‘e sealers who :""- R

o R Leme ST T - PRI PR :
PRI : - o - . -
. 0 ., 7, P . R SR -

— T . - [ s




“v

\ R § save seals rather than attend to problems of their own. -

- R 'l)"--- A {Land where the white 8 CLoel
oG BN man riles the xoogt, v oo T L el Tl
Prov:l.ded his “Mrs. w let's‘=._ ‘ ’ Sy e
I R PR h:r.m. I P ST
N .+ Where "the thought of a e e e e s e
LT \ black breathing his air ... 070 0L e
R S N S .Is,the one thing ,that really T R
N upsets hlm. S B Y I
e L T (M:Lnnle Haw Haw) e € o
RO T Your tears for seals do notuimpress \ RTINS
L { '.~ until French’ ‘sins you do.confess .- :'..._\.: KR "../"j,','
e eron o) Thig coffer. should .give you a thrille et \ 3
Sp o e :- \Aholish for a.year . the Frenchmap! s/kill‘
LT e - Of horses, geese, frogs andthe snail.y.;
",; O VR B A (John Crosble)

'V'.Well ext:i.nctlpn J.S a word that is: used so I ve
..;--.-.'-.heard, :

As a way to stop that warf J.n (Northem) Ireland

. ),-- s coe L S '. (Phoebe Bonnah)

.

S Newfoundlanders Were angered with bot[,h the federal
‘n. . _— :ll

Va

: and Provmc;.al 90Vernments for the:Lr reluctance to take a R R

B o R TN . o e L - , “' | \.!‘

K IR firm stand against the protesters._ Many felt the pre— ERNE LI
A ‘ : - \ . i . PR

vail.r "g pollcy~ to ignore the protesters was polltlc:ally

na:.ve, and t"' ARO_ was formed f\or prec:.se‘lx that reason.7

e '—_”-".-‘]’_) Where s~ oux: MP s? =Qux: overnment? Why d;:lt/they

ey T e :Lhtervene o C L T

T L, r.'.',}"'I’o ‘prevent .our. white coats from awearin' o the o
ISR PR green. -,-"- (Angus Lane) D L

Rt TR S T RPN
T RNl R e Jantde ot

R l,:".?i UG 2) 'Gt'ﬁgtkrnme‘nts must keep these types from ,. - AL
ST el sieo- Offthe wielping ice;., . R
LT e e U 1 Oxsthere'll be- tragedues to tell--—we re men, S SR
e T Noty fr:.ghtened mice; - L O P
Lo T U e ‘mer it \more protection: than a motion on :,-,':'I'._ G

' tne floor. - (Art Scammell) A r\ -

Robert Redfield attempted to define world v1ew as a '

PN
.‘ ] .‘

e "'. .')confrontatn.on of that which s not the self and 1s out51de

Pt

-t o K .,-x,

< 79Evening Telegram (April 24 ,1978) ' ,P"-: 6. e

R M, - A ;"k.'.': R




Tl ey . ‘.‘,_' ey -
O T A PR

Yo
ol N

el '.protest express%ons become valuable cultural ndices

RN : 81"

do:l.ng, people group themselves and formulate rationallza—'

s 3;/ one's self. , Two questlons immedlately follow- "what

J.S confronted 'f and, "what lS the attltude man takes as to -

\ N -

hlS relat:l.on to that wh:Lch :Ls confronted”“

.\.

0;:- The seal

hunt,- llke other controvers:ral dlSputes, is an 1ssue th.ch

W

T

PR

tJ.ons for thelr cho;ces. 'irIn thls proceSs, group values are

- i

" ':',‘:.i"-",-'j‘,;,---','".-artn.culated lnter—group dlfferences whlch g re once

---_.;_-tblerated become the focal point for dlsagreement..- Counter-'

l T ‘ ,: A v /
because they make exp1101t what formerly was .'melic:l.t.

Confrontat:l.on qontexts are out-of-the-orda.nary

N
SN _,. V.

' '-:_-:"_"__,events.-. 'L'hey are uncomfortable because normal patterns of

—

\-

act:.v:rty are disfturped and wheneVer routme or tradltlon

1s challenged by external forces, there :(s an obllgation

't

'to defend such behav1or., Wh:.le there are a variety of ways

to achleve 'thlS’ end many Newfoundlanders, w:n.th thE.lI long

v

(cultural) tradltlon of verse-maklng, have turned to com— 'i’ -

on as an expressive cop/lng strategy

{ .
and as such they are removed from other forms of ordinary

dlscourse. s

‘ By effectlng a. remOVal from the real world into the S

U thes -stylized ‘one,” a tensioh is: ‘eptablished . through
.1 the' ‘involvenent power, Of sympatheta.c identificatlon

a

o 9 . '-:-‘_."with the enactment at: the same t1me as a psychlc .:'Z. S e

L 86;:- TN
Ceedlngs of the Amerlcap Phllosophlcal Sociel 96. (1’9’5"‘)—"
p. 32.. S RS T R ‘

: _-\ ,.J

Johan Hulzinga, Homo Ludens (Bostbn. Beacon ‘Press,

; "-forces those who are threatened, to take a pos:Lt:Lon. : Bﬁ,so N :

Le, AT

/ e

Song and‘ poetry belong to the sphere of play act1v1ty,871~.,_- 1

i

Robert Redfield, ,"'l‘he Prlm:.t:.ve World Vlew, h Pro N ’ I




Though play and performance may be recognlzed by thé:n.r ‘
artlf:l.ce, thls does not imply ‘a. release from events J.n the

real world

dlstance\ 1s establlshed through the creatJ.on oof C e
i the stylized world ‘and the mannered presentatlon. P
_.,'-_;Thls allows for the .cathartic response to' the. = _ -
dptwlty--thé simultaneous identlfication and " T \_,.
:.distancing.  "We can identlfy with- the most anxious .- '_ S
:  .situations when they are ‘in the controlled env1ron— Sl L
o ment of the play world 8.2,., T " o -

R

t (We th:Lnk of poetry

expre sion) -as the’ adoptn.ng ©f. various’ strateg:.es
N v-fbr the- encompassing of situations. - :.These strategles
';:,'_,sn.ze up the sii uatlons, name their - structure and L
"'outstanding 1ngred1ents,- and name then 1n a. Way that"'f.--"..y
contalns an attltude toward them.:_.-? '

i i. : ' SRR
e 'tone (sern.ous,, satJ.rJ.cal, sentlmentai etc.); and emotion-” S

Aé Kenneth Burke suggests. . \ :

Atti\tude, or poi.nt of v1ew, l\S conveyed through (

95

. Lo . . Lo
A s .
’ . . e

\.

(or any’ self—consmously vo:.ced ,

- VT - P .

i

‘. ’ R zl’.’ - : .." .' , .'"’. » -“.'- . l'( I

.f. K I.(anger, compass:.on, pr:n.de, etc ) With regard to the N
; compo\s‘er s J.ntent, a thematic ana1y51s of counter—prot.eslt
3N "".' o i'ls only partlally Lnstructlve 7s1nce 1tems and argulnents : A
B ‘ ' can.be man:.pulated for eamusement;',as well as 1ndictment. e f;.:
. Collect:.vely, three general attitudes towards the sealers, \
, v '- protesters, and the entlre controversy are d,l.scernlble... o y '. | ,.
o 1) celebratory and condemning 2) sympathetlc and reproach— -‘ - .
ful, and 3) facetlous and satlrical. . _L_.' | ‘
- :_i-'.;“ Few of the verses or songs belon9° to an exclusn.ve , ,
' category; J.n fact, the author s v;Lew/k{_‘quently /s,hlfts T l
A 1955 ed ), p. 119._ e g
..-:"- T “82 Roger Abraha\tlus,' “'J;he Complex' Relatlons of SJ.mple .
Forns," Genre II (June, 1969) » Pe - 125 — ;, Pl 3 T ‘~
s 83 Roger Abrahams,' "Introductory Ren}arks to a- RhetorJ.--".'_'."f A ‘_.,,-__',
S AR Cal Theory of Folklore, -xJournal of Amerlcan Folklore 81 >
R - g
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. w’icl:in-the w'ork".‘ Because these 1tems are typlcally v L
spo} taneous, reflexive comp031tlons, 1t 1s doubtful
‘that - thlS sw1tch,1ng is dellberate, but .1t is” 1ndicat1ve

' .of lthe amb:.ilalence whlch suri'ounds the J.ssue. 'Whlle it S :-'j:_
o ‘.: is [J.mpossuble to classzfy verses J.nto a strlct attltudmal N ) \ é

scl%eme, 1t 1s poselble to establ:.sh a typology of strategy- - '-

' def:.ned by Arlstotle. Speecheg of pralse and blame
(epldelctlc rhet}gmc) were concerned w1th honor and dls— '

,'.;-h0n0r.,. they argued in the Present, uslng exlstmg con—-""”‘" e

' '». d ta.ons as the source of thelr persuaswe appeal

beratn.ve rhetorlc was adv:Lsory, through encom‘agement or

‘0' -, : oo s 1

Questlons of advantage or .mjury were paramount.~__ The ',. ]
thxrd type, forensm or Judic1al rhetorlc, argued f%m "
.':past precedent.i'r Through accusat:.on or defense, the W

pr:.mary concern was W1th justlce and injustICE.rBé‘

‘“'.'.'-_"_-'"::cal.led celebratory/condemning are Slmilar tO the ClaSSiCﬂl

: epfdelctlc and forenslc forms., They pralse and blame;

B ] . . L RN ART IV
4 . . o .
KERaE. g o r o, P P 5

rhetorlcal strategxes a“dd the thfee claasmal- ,-forms

’ e . — P

o

.u\

Dell— :

.l.:.

:

. ’.' N A
dllssuas:.on‘ a future course of actlon was recommended.

In seallng counter-proteSt, the verses whlch I have
[

_._ e '\"'.'n:.\

(1969) I3 p. 145_'-"""

ek 84 Lane Cooper, The Rhetorxc of Aristotle (New York-‘ _—
Appleton—cen;:ury-Crofts, 1932) 7 pp. 17 = 18-~ . A




L on trad:.ta.on to lend autho 'A

. jSea@ers are. pralsed and a"

whlch requl:re attentlon. Advantages Versus 1njury—-to the

flf the hunt 18 ended, are deliberated 1n verrse format.

S ev:Ldente raﬁher t‘han vehement language. '_ _ ,

style for teachlng or 1nform1ng, tempered style

: / K o . ". ey ) L
1 -~ - : ..:. ?'. N - " . _". B v o ‘
R o S
n s . S
L b . AR
| S | L .
. L7 BN . -
e o 97,
* ©orag N s
S0 B .\.' _
Lo , f

o ‘accuse and defend. Verse-—m kers J.nvoke the pasb relymg

‘.ty and Iegltlmacy to the 1ssue

_frded honor, whlle protesters

.

;.are scorned as dlshonoréble zealots. .'The ant:.-hunt campa:.gn R

is. v;Lewed as a: terrlble 1n3ustlce to the people of Newfound-

. -
land._ rotest from Brltaln :Ls partlcularly antagonlzlng

7

smce Newfoundlanders héve not forgotten the heavy IOSSeS o

S N
eratiire rhetor:.c, ahd :Lts mode of

N

~'The 1ntent of de11

persuas:.on, orresponds w1th ve‘%ses on the sympathetlc/

reproach contlnuum. . Emotlons are mollJ.fJ.ed and the tOne 1s L

- \hg

SOllcltOuS rather than accus:mg | The audlence 13 entreated
to be,lleve that, l) seallng is justifled (because) i 2)
sealers are only domg whaq they must to earn \a 11v1ng. . 1_' ;"".

Protesters arel reproached for mls—dlreCtlhg thelr energles

towards seals when there are many other urge,nt soca.al ev:Lls: Z""

-\A\

economy of Newfoundland, t.he culture, and the envlronment-—’ '

. '.\.

Rat:.onal:.zation is paramount,\but the persuas:.ve means 1s

- T
"N -

Even 1n class:.cal tlmes,' scholars -had d:.ff:.culty
eal

' aSSJ.gnlng rhetor:.cal speeches to strict \descriptive cate- E

gones because oratox;lca‘l style J.S hlghly personal and-

flexlble. Clcero dist:.nguished th\ree styles, each of

which serves the three "off:.ces" of' the orator plaln

DL e P

'suffered while flght\aﬁ Lfor Brltaln 1n the two world wars. : I."'_
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A . rhetorlcal styles of expresswe counter-protest ‘ Co
i iz AR | & .
K Celebratory/condemm.ng verses are bold assertlons of

.'_ fact, _ the 1ntent lS to persuade (conv1nce or move) through . ""'

I N o | T

T o hlghly-charged, emotlonal language, th.ch may be akln to

[ " "7

N o the class:Lcal grandlloguent or ornate style.. For teach:l.ng
- and :Lnstruotlon, the pla:.n style argues dellberatlvely. T

Sympathet:tc/reproachful verses :Lntend to galn audlence

o -

favor through reasoned (though not lmpasslonate) argument '

..I
Mo

i t‘,radltlon, economic need, and occupat10na1 hazard. o f o

T
P
e

'.‘ S

, i R . Although Arlstotle stressed the eulogrcal functlons
' N of epldelctlc rhétorJ.c, there are also play and dlsplay

B elements whlch appeal for "sheer del:.ght’ .'f ‘ It lends,
S " :

K

.'[‘

ER 1tself to the written word because, ", ..1ts effects can '

be savoured, hence may profJ.t by a closer, more sustalned
86

SRR scrutlny. Facet10us/sat1rica1 verses are serlous

v

rhetorlcal appeals but thelr strategy .1s through humor. f:, r:.". :

The pleasn‘xg offlce of oratory may be accompllshed through

mocklng eplde:l.tlc (pralse or blame) . and both facetious '_-‘}\"-",f:';,"

CEae exaggeratlon and po:.nted rldlcule through satyr’e are

. B \

/ ; 85 Kennet\h Burke.l

Ibld. ’ p 72._-,“




'\ R .‘Celebratory/Condemning ".__','-". e ;._‘_:'.- S :_‘_‘T; : ‘». )

The most common rhetorical strategy 15 to praise the S

: el . T
N coeL A .'/u S . . .

e 7 'fsealers and condemn the protesters. Sealers at*re dep:.cted IR N

o -"-"'.-in idealized terms-" “hq.mble, hard—workmg,“_ “Christian, L
S _:saltz of the earth\, " etc“. In contrast, protesters'ar% \ '_ E B
,characterized as o "parasn.tes, W "Charlatans,“ ,"SIickers,." 1
'-_ gripes," "busy-bodies;'f etc.. These songs relnforce group
, ‘.:.:'v-::.-'r",.--"Solldarity by maklng sharp dle:l'nctJ.OIlS between "ye ,'“ ._-and T R
,.‘T ‘ "-t:;;.,_"they. 'I.‘he sealers represent all tnat J.siéood,”nd valned, ’
‘ 5,_."_':1‘” -.:whlle the oroetesters ane destruetive ahd “malic:.ous..'i There -
b ';-l":::.."ej"are 0ccasional heroes--Cashin and Hughes—-but more often)' 'l
- -:_;the sealer 1s cons:.dered as an ordlnary man who deserve§ o ’
o ' "Ipraise for the very fact that he does not seek glory but »- ';:..A o

e

""attends to hJ.S own buslness._ A lot of energy J.S devoted
"to reduc1ng the stellar n.mages of Bardot, Dav1es, .Weber, / s N 5

- and Greenpeace to symbols of. . treaohery,and ev:,l '_ ' .\'_-"- E '
Anger and dlsgust are the prevailing emot:.ons J.n thlB
[T ,type of verse. ' The tone J.S serious, . defenswe, , and authora.—;:_";l L

: .tative. The message is straightforward and declamatory
There are no 1nd1cations that the autnor is willing to '(
‘ /‘ . A
: listen to other arguments, hJ.s mind st set, fjudgement has oo

been passed and the 1sSue 13 close?\ \ :'“.'-'.I'j: ] ahl

Ty tetans sl Lot
- . : -

-

A A

1
i
L
- Lo |\'- Lo N o LT R o I"_...I_,; \

»Sympafhetic/neproachful RO SN N : 0
B The second//strategy is less forceful It appeals to o ‘.
‘- the audience by’ :anoking images of t.he hard—working sealer
‘ who goes to the J.ce notyfor the adventure but out of , B \
A

’ . ;
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, contrasted w:.th reproach for protesters who are wealthy

_of the hunt——protesters' accusations are answered w:.th
concern for rectlfy:mg the tarnished image of Newfound-— )
. 2 T

".~-1anders. There 1s an appeal for compassion- "Pride from

- __'_star/ving or aborted human bables occas:.onally appear‘ as.

.a reproach for those who give the sea\l a higher priority

““1Essent1a11y, ~the tone of these verses is to suggest a

. nr o.;~_‘__ ‘ P ',‘ ‘;._ v PO “ N | R _. . 4«.,‘_
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necessity. Ll o L

-.,‘/'" That, a sealer kills a- Seal pup. Sl
He 'S .as Human as others, pretend to be,.

P ’. . DT (John White)

. : Co [ ) NER
o v k’ Ty

<

‘References to. pregnant w1ves and hungry children ar’e i .
. N DI oo

7"~'_‘_enough to charter helicopt‘ers and hlré starlets. : Hy\po—"'v' .

\ n . a2 ,A‘.

L :".-;fcrisy .15 emphas:.zed and rhetorical questJ.Ons are asked

\ f

- ’._of the self-proclalmed seal sav:.ours- "So to ydu who do

us wrong, Why come to where you dtm t belong?“ (Pltts)

\ | There is an attempt to J.nform abOut the c1rcumstances

3 s

L people they do not know, Why do they come and treat us so?" o

B (Pitts) Many of. the verses are pleas for falrness, and°

-:'examples of soc:Lal evils and other 1n3ust1ces -are included

; LTy

[
.'for the:.r contrastive value- “They say e re awfully

e . »'.’cruel because we" k111 the seal I'd .like~ to explain to

. ui L) Y

o - them Just how we Newfies feel." (Hemeon). References to

]
a

And glve to seals a huma.n cult
K WOrship all theJ.r own,

"A fdolish sense of worship trait : -
With extreme overtone.;f.. ' _': R

' .j?._;‘ T (Michael Butler) v L

»

"f-reprimand or: admbnishment to those who seek to- mterferp

SR I the flsherman must take a 11.Vlng from the{-'sea"-{.;‘."'
S T ItYs nota for' the cruelty, or the blood. e T

BEEYEN




l’-! - ~<p ’ .
VL s _ . 101
'.:" . T b - . :
o - '
[ ) n . "
Y SR - When Conservation be the motto
! Such Groups deserve a lot of praise
' But if its Hate of Killing, and love only
. - ' - for baby Seals, '
A N Then they should get thelr Angles straighter...
« . (John White)
s '_ ' ) ' . - . c T
- ’FacetiOuS/Satirical '
" - .
Dot o The thlrd rhetorlcal strategy ]uxtapOSes solemnity ,
:L;”' Coe w1th hum%r. :ltﬁopgﬁ’amusement is only a secondary

- o functlon £ counter—protest, 1t serves to allev1ate

a2 n

e l lates as any protest campalgn perS1sts. To my kpowledge,

N

¥ .
only one' songh—Angus Lane‘s——was composed for the express

e
-

purpose of- entertainment at a- soc1al gatherlng. A number

of verse—makers included facetlous or satirical phrases

A, ~* L4
N - . -

Sy within thelr dbmposxtlons, the égfect belng to “deny or

reduce the 1mpact of. uncomfortable chargés lev1ed-aga1nst
J

'v\ . ' Newfoundlanders. At the sé time, there is an aspect of
e 'retallatébn, Outrageous attacks on the morality and

intelllgence of sealers are refuted through counter-k
. : . 4 . L. _,A. :
;j - ) charges.l s K

P - -f.A bedlammer ‘hoy f;ém Greenpeace he chalned ‘
Lo ) . on -to the "whlp,“ -

oo . " of the S’hlp. L: I

.- We had a' job, to save hlm in all the fuss and
v . . . - racket, . S
- . ¢! - But'I bet: hlS pelt wouldn t have Eeen worth as’ -
N : . mic¢h'as a- Ragged Jacket - - ﬁ
e S I S (art: Scammell) -f' R

T Sl Ce L el SR

a

IO
»

H - _ﬂ“ PR This stanza contalns several (culturally? esoterlc

™. o
anX1ety and frustrated hOStlllty Whlch 1neq}tably accumu-

And was dunked 1nto the water by the rolllng IO
. A

| references- "bedlammer " "WhiP,“ "Ragged Jacket A etc-‘fﬁf'?

Vad

@
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which would indicate\the audience is expected .to recognize ’
;the terms. The playfulness of this would be lost on an

. / .
outside reader unless he knew about the -Paul Watson inci-

dent_in 1977. Greenpeace charged that the crew of the

Martin Karlsen were delibeérately harassing~the.man, but

other reports contradicted the story. The suggestlon that

a “Ragged'jacket"‘(seal) is worth more than the boy is a

facetlous remark but it ‘hits dlrectly——the sealers need

seals to earn cash for thelr efforts-’ whennlntruders:_h o

. interfere, valuable tlme is lost.h

s

Flnally,\sarcasm can 1nduce -2 wry laughter when 1t

unCOVers a hldden kernel of‘truth

'And then- there are the'Greenpeace crowd
You've heard of them I'm sure
. You"d- think’ thiey would reform the world
, . - . The way‘they rant. and roar. -
: {Clayton Menchlons)

~As a measure of publlc attltude towards the seallng con-

\

roversy, the lack of sustained humor in expressmve genres
is signlflcant. ObVlOUSly, the 1ssue is stilf too: threat-f

enlng, too v1ta1, to be treated llghtly. On the other;,

' hand the media may be instrumental 1n rever51ng thls

att1tude. Characterlzatlon of ‘the March protest as the~'5

"annual circus " has become a popular expre551on, and it

is. p0551b1e that future Verse-makers may adopt thls 'f
: - / i T . o c, .."' b -
metaphor. I

Ty

( ' The cartoons reproduced on the follow1ng pages are

o

satlrlcal Jests at/the‘protesters. The arguments used 1n
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other expressive forms--verses, letters, and radio calls--

are repeated, but their persuasive function may.be second-

"ary to esoteric amusement.’

/—~—_.__..___A . -
He PROAHIJL)' C’Zﬁ/ms Them ﬁ// /0/2 o’e,ae/uo’eﬂf's '
2V ﬁfs /neome. F4x Ref‘akn/é’ -

. This cartoon deplctlng a scene-at the ice is a saé}xlcal
. ~

A’

' comment referrlng to the motlves of protesters. ‘It conflrms~

PRY l

a 901nt made earlmer, that the general public does riot make

clear dlStlnctlonS between~the varlous protest organlzations.

Greenpeace 18 a non-proflt env1ronmental corporatlon, While o

Brian Davies' Internatlonal Fund for Animal Welfare is a f
taxable organization.- Whlle there is great\dlSPUte regarding

e - R
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. l [ ]
the financial benefits of protesting, the majority of

Newfoundlanders helieve there is money tp be made in the

effort. ‘
The protectionists, parasitic injthe.sénse they
live off public funding, who never had to fight
the elements for a living or were born 1nto an
upper class famlly, sees the seal as a pet, while
in reality, he is a nightmare to the fisherman,
destroying his chances to obtain_the liuxuries that
other people obtain so readlly
_ . -

L .UuE wou+ hAVEfo C‘-“b
| the SEALs' this yEpE . whév- 1‘/957 |
SEE that . buycﬁ f/;aj// c//e B
Athlu' . .
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in’ particular, is obvious in this cartoon. Ituis.oul— .
tdrally esoteric in that Greenpeace enjoys a positive image

in the Unlted States and in many reglons of Canada., Their
appearance, descrlbed by Junlor Abbott as "female people "
(p.\20),'referr1ng to slim, long-halred protesters,.offers
a sﬁarp contrast to the rugged xmage of sealers. fhe

expen31ve apparel and gear worn by Greenpeace members 1s\

Y

- a source‘of rldlcule, yet thls may p0551bly be an unconscrous

v

\-. < ol o ©os ' N .

The ldea that protesters are 1gnorant about seals and

S "
e - 1

Newfoundland llfe,,desplte artlculate press releases ;gj"“““'

L,

argulng thelr authoruty, 15 a common theme..“Greenpeace Vj':

'/

\
have a very approprlate namie as they are really\green as
88 .

far as" knowledge of the seabs are éoncerned n 'ﬂj _— >”w.

N - . , ” .
R i "' ) 27
v \ X o
n . .
. B . 3 " .
L . - ‘.
’ . \ L.
” ' 5 i vt Lo
N . o T
N ’ ' }.':
.88 pyening'Telegram (February '19; 1976),-p. 6 +. .
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'_ negiected by, acf-lva.sts.._ 'T'he common refe errco to p:;.g
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hc‘wa LooK "HNS 'Usly o
. who’u cnge Aboq-f -*ham.,,-

.7,‘

- "",'I‘he J.mage of the whltecoat seal, ¥ 'th i s blg brown eyes, *‘ Fo
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G y sealers will eventually outwit the protesters with their

‘ LTSRSy cutWRR =R \ ' e
guile and perserverance. L o R PR e
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A As argued, counter-protest expre551ons are re- i ‘ T
- AN Sr o B ~
A o rather than 1nnovat1ve.J Thls-cartoon demon—* R
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.5f SNSRI J'.-ﬁseal hunt bY Sittlng on: a whitecoat 'n the effort to protect,'
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(Cartoons reproduced W1th permlss
\Printing, Ltd ;gggthe Front,

1on from Jesperson
by Joe Connolly, 1978),
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- c0mmon cause.; The seallng controversy was one of these

f”f:occa51ons-’ cultural consciousness transcended personal
'}Vyclass d1v151ons and expre§51ons of counter-protest

”:emanated from a feelxng of unlty'based on shared geographlc e

.'to song and poetry to communlcate these strong, almost

-_,chauvmnlstlc sentlments._

,"ff?Systems -of, Verse—Maklngfhctlvity Among wOrxlng—class P :
‘"People  in-an  Industrial Region ; (Phlladelphla- Unlver51ty oﬁ

‘PennsyIvania PhD thesis, T974) i/ py Do

,{;eDeTurk and A. Poulln, Jr'-(NeY.Y9?k ,99111.1967L,fp. 157-_n“;fﬁlf”P

1nterest grOups.Q Whrle often soclo—economlc dlscrepanc1es Coom
- ',.-'Al) M R \“ X N
'-d1v1de the population, there ane occa510ns when people i
e /q_:...' . ’ n-.' - :. . ol
rellngq;sh thelr soc1al class\ldentltres and flgnt for a A =

'glong—tradltron of verse—maklng, almost naturally turned U'_ﬂTff

. ! I.
' 109
o oo
V. VERSES A'N"D-.VERSE_.-'-MAKERS o o e . b
_ . R . | ' R
...class happens when s\\ L:1\«=3r1, as a result S R

of ‘common-.experience {in rlted or shared)
feel and articulate the 1dent1ty of theix-
1nterests as ‘between: themselves, -and ‘as ' .
agdinst(other men whose interestd. are.difs 1

ferent from (and usually opposed to) thelrs.

Protest songs document strife between confllctlng

Y
. (%

Tl

l By " .{
and histor1ca1 experlences.- Newfoundranders, wrth thezr

A)'- . i /\..',‘-'

- . . . . Lo
e B
s

- LR . oo . . .
a “ \ ; . e e w . '
! ’

Whlle deflnrtlons of protest folksongs are often

- debated; Ewan MacColl suggested another measure~5;~' " T;f""u ir;'éf:=

L.g;..adoes it—-thrOugh 1ts specxal form——lnereasea'¢f‘; BRI B
w7, our ‘knowledge and understandlng Of; %he culture f 3

" ...to which it belongs?" Does it: produce a. slmul— ey
:-,“:ftaneous resp0nse of our emotlons and intelllgence?

. crean il
. P I il o co, R
- el -y D ST oL S b -

T E P.\Thomson, quoted 1n Roger Renwrck Ind1v1dua1'

.2 Ewan. MacColl thi American” Foik’ Scene ;" ed.._Dav.l.d A°_;-. e
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IS f:gfln t1me of secrulty," and ‘“songs of protest also are -

ST o\
S ,.-expre351on of protest, but was actually a deflant threat

110

l

N In the Newfoundland context, the answer is apparently,

1‘ yes. , Whlle the=songs may nqt surv1ve 1n tradltlon, they..u

qu reveal Vvaluable lnformatlon about the publlc mood of a .
3 'partlchlarly Crltlcal decade.*’Several reasons for the
fallure of songs to endure. haVe been offe:ed ...songs ‘

- that were sung ln anguish are 11kely to sound humlllatlng

3

by - Q R
.jiusually 5pontaneous outbursts ‘of resentment, composed w;th—
. SR

s Out the Careful artlstry that ;s a requlslte of songs that

- . o .
-~ Lt
|

.'"“ffhunt ‘tl e songs of coun er—protest wlll probably be less- e

N e

\ﬁmemorable than the songs of trlbute composed 1n tne nlne— h’

. 1 . R
{teenth and early twentleth\century when seallng was more,

£ . competltlve, nazardous, and\romant1c12ed.

certain parallels may be drawn from Saskatchewan s 5
e

: ‘history and song—maklng tradltrons. Dlssent and dlscontent

.i 4_,.-\

o F,‘among farmers*was channeled through organlzed growers"

"3assoc1atlons‘:but there Were QCCaSlonS when “sRort—llved
. I

[

;but crltlcal developments gave rlse to a flurry of song-"'“ o

-

N

'.,,"'of protest,.“Bennett F01led took tne Prime Mlnlster, the

‘,

hﬂ? Honorable“R B Bennettr tO task An inqulry after the

3 1935 Regina Rlot concluded the song was, not only.an L
: -i--' - o .
-3- . - " "-"Q '_‘_. './' -

. John Greenway, "The Posltlon of Songs of Protest 1n
.Folk therature,? The Amerlcan Folk 5cene, p. 114. B \

T

G. Heath, "Protest Songs of SaskatcheWan,

;-'_writing.ﬂ4ﬂ One of tne most\aggresslve and eprlc1t songs -

“'fbecome trad:.t:.onal."3 Regardless of the future of the'ﬁ“ggi; ;f e




: ) -
overt and covert retallatlon threats 1mply that sacred 4

111

- to Bennett's personal safety. The song demonstrates:

...the bullying bravado into Whlch protest
can change when the conditions finally de- W
. ‘teriorate beyond what is tolerable for the )
| - 0eople who feel. themselves to be the victims .
t 1n]ustice. .

Several contemporary séaling.Songs-are similar -in that s

they are intensefand almost desperate pleas for juStice-é

e T
'

- norms haVe been challengedi '.Z?T ;ffjf.ff':” : 'Iiiw'_'

L]

Glzelis~argues that- "folk aesthetlcs match and are,;

Al AR

i:;actually, intertwined with the Way that members of ar hy';if-;:"

"5.soc1ety percelve themselves and thelr surroundlng world h_;-?f"

s

a‘and organlze thelr experlence..6

. .the lack of appreciatlon of locallzed t0pical‘songs out1 :
. 7. . T
-31de the mllleu 1n whlon they are composed and performed '

fassessment, lt does flnd an apprecxatlve audlence withln 3‘1 f\L¥§
RPN . . 1 : e T
., * ' ’ . ! . ' 1] .. l:':l .!,- ° ',' : . v ..- . ..'.‘ ! .
. Saskatchewan HlStQAZ, 25 (Autumn, 1972), p‘ 87. ' _ » é:fi
4 _ e o B ;,;g,’u¢{x,;.? a4
5 Ibld- vy pb gl- o ’ ‘~. . " , ‘ .-\ . o " . L P [

" . ..Regardless" of the degree of hls emotlonal 1nvolve—
" ment with a partlcular event -and no matter ‘how
unlque the event 'ig, it is in some way famll ar
to him. For, he receives the 1ncom1ng message: .
and associates it with a pre-exigting and domi- .
nating pattern of congeptuallzatlon which facili~
tates his composmtlonldurlng the perfonmance.7

Thus, common experlentlal bonds permlt communicatlon

"t K

between people who otherwise do not normally xnteract

'Wlth one anotner.f At tne same tlme, it partialLy explalns

o

o While newspaper verse may not survxve critical llterary

_____

6 & 7 Gregory Gizells, “Hlstorlcal Event Into Song,ﬁ Folk—"

Lore 83 (1972), pp‘ 304 - 305.;;$:J;-_ 'J.;gu--‘ o -,”,lf,:flf
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_ Malntenance of a spec1f1c, culturalgfolk aesthetic

"

. relles on three features- formulalc renditldn, formulalc

~

A ';' ' ldeas, and formulas oL formulald expressions.8 In. other

) words, an nistor1cal eVent g recast not only by sub;ectxve,nte

SRR ""personal conceptlons ‘of truth - but also qy o

Loyt - o . 1

-.'f~,¢@4‘ o fexpre551ve expectatlons derlved from previous interpre-.‘

:fuf“ ,;éﬁiﬁkﬂ-i~5‘;tatlons of events.“ In addltion, certaln 1deologlcal assocx-”“

R TR AR AU ) : AN . v
R =atlons and expressxve dictions are culture—bound anﬂ these Ly

-f,are employed by the folk 'erformer to ellcit audience

"{flk‘fif;f*ﬁlnterest and syhbathy ;’5

'f{{}phff- ThlS theory makes~1t p0551ble to examine the verse_ -

s

f sea11ng counter-protest collectlvely, desplte vast

{T -@;‘,f o ﬂdlfferences in: the authors' educatlonal attainment, occu—JfG

-T{. o e '*_patlon,.and plaee of re31denoe.: That verses wrltten by
;i;;}.”f' 3 t,lﬂ,;iJOh“ Crosble (a Federal MP) Art Scammell,;(a publisheg

.h;: .:.{. SR h_poet);.and those by amateur and occa51onally\anonymous,

:;3f f;ié ffkwrlters can be appreclated by the same audienceois°testi— iig*ﬁ
‘7é~'3x;;: . tone and empha31s oﬁ the compostloh;’ Only two contem—

.;3'f?:%' “; porary poets were tormer sealers (Goobie’ana Men;hlons



7

'ﬁﬂ write some of the1r own maﬁ%élal.; They are self—consclous

e T e T T N

few had graﬁdfathbrs, fathers, brotners, or other relatlves

‘i who went to the 1ce, but most verse—makers knew people 1n

> ,_. v . ,:
]

thelr home communltles who had been seallng, and rec011ec—.-
' N\ R I
t&ons of thelr stories were stlll v1v1d.« Several mentloned

, . '

Cassre~Brown g book, Death on the Ice (a powe;ful account

of the 1914 Newfoundland dlsaster),has an 1nfluence to

+

] '.:

thelr~att1tudes : Althoughnthe book was not publlshed

testers' attacks Qn sealers as cruel barbarlc men, was ;n ’

\ . I

part respon91ble for the wave of 1nd1gnat10n that soughtnﬁ'ii”-lgm,

expressxon ln the poetry oﬁ counter—protest ij fn'gfkﬁff:ﬂ"f‘
Most of the verse—makers may be cla551f1ed as amateurx”'

'.lu, B

composers, although several have recelved recognltlon

through preV1ous publlcatlon or publlc,performances. At

- g . '

about the thematlc content of thelr songs and they

prlmary con31deratlons 1n"e1ection and performancetof

acknowledge that auﬂuence recept1V1ty is" one of thelrf 1{T,j¢fgfffv'
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. certaln songs.“ The lyrlcs ocharson,and Sulley are the"“"
L P - \ ’ ' i A s \

. 1 A s, .

|-.\ !

N o .~~.v,)

":.lu"~- '?_ﬁ,{.protest* As lyrlc protest,-, they Stlll Valldate my con-:ff‘%g;{g

»\

J'ﬁtentlon that counter-protest 1s recognlzabie by 1ts ﬁ”,“

"femotional, value-laden tone, rather than as a narratlve -

“f'.catalogue'bf discontent

é retlred school teacher,'wrltes poems for mapy occa91ons
(see letter),»and the sealing dlspuﬁe 1nspired at least

. v .

four complete poems,,and a stenza 1n another whlch

o appeared 1n the Evenlng Teleqram.,Hls approacn is;,
: K | .

"may also'shed llght on the poet s v1ews of thelr status
. ..\f"'
and ablluty as verse—makers

ﬁIn February, 1978. I sub—

most personal and reilective of the entire collectlonv butéf‘u

I lnclude them becapse they belong to thls perlod of ﬁiufhﬂ}tf
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see what kind of response I would get. I received four .
replies in the mail: . .Only one was unsigned; the ’
paper was torn-at the top;'and I can only surmise there
was some kind of message which at the last mrnute,.tﬁe
author decided to omit. | JFortunately, the March 9, 1978,

N\

issue of the St. Anthony Polar;s News reprinted the poen and

, Ldentlf;ed the'author as.Albert March of‘Stephenv1llé and -
. I was able to contdct 'him and thank hlm for sending me a
copy of the poem.i Mary MacIsaac performed her "Sw111n'-
'77" at the LSPU Hall (St. Jonn's) in Novermber, 1977,
:1dur1ng ‘the "Good Enbertalnment“ festival, and ﬁon MacEacnern
was a guest on Sy1v1a Tyson s FTouch the‘Earth " radio -
programf Ron san§ both of his pro-sealer songs and
expiaiped to the l'stenipg audience how he}camé to support
the hunt'after_carefully considering both sides aof the
iseue.~ The other poems I discovered by charice, reading
-?ﬁ;thrOugh back, issues of neﬁspapers, talking with the Mummers’
‘Proupe (I found Phoebe Bonnah's poem posted\on their office
wall)  ox contacts through frlends (Tom Gooble 'S, "Brian .
Davxes Song," and Pat Sulley's, “Coffee on the Last Day") .10
The fact that Michael Butler. Art Scammell, and,leh

!

Colllns dld not respond to my publlc letter of. inqulry,.'

A

desplte-their regular newspaper readlng habits,\may o ®

reflect~ l) skept1c15m about%the motlves of. suph open’

L

- — m— -
I 10 "My thahks to. Laxry Malourln for referrlng ame.to’
“Tom Gooble, and to Peter Narvaez for hls reference to Pat”
Sulley. L . . N ., ¢ . - .
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' 1nterpretatlon w1th me,
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y \

_requests, or, 2) their assumption that a person conducting

such a study would obviously be aware of their efforts
1 L - .

because of their recogriized status as poets..l1 After

QWEitiﬁg for responses to my letter, I took the initiative

ard contacted the people whose yerses I had collected on

- my own. Everyone was extremely co-operative, and-permiésion

was graﬁted for me to include the songs and\poetry

Because many oOf thel?oe s dld not llve 'in St. John' s, I

\

jdeVlsed a questlonnalre (see Appendlx 1) to accompany a

ﬁore personallzed and explanatory coverlng letter. The
questionnelre_was ﬁeelgqed to ascertaln.lnformatlon aboupy
the‘éﬁthdr's previoue:writing,experience;?fhe degree of his"
involvement with the seal&ng issue, his view of-the pro-
testers and efforts to counter the attack, and finally,
perception of his role as a composer/performer. Since
several of tbe replies werelqpite detailed and ekolicig,/

I have reprinted them with the verses becéuse they con-

" tribute to a better understanding o£.thewcounter:p§ote5t

“theme which I|\haVe been trying- to describe. .

I used t o’somewhat arbitrary criteria_for arrapging_ %
the poetry and sqngs of'éounterébrdteﬁﬁ-'the first’divides
the verses accordipg to the author's personal hlstory of
comp051tlon for soc1al communlcatlon purposes, and tne
second 1nvolves the predomlnant rhetorlcal strategy

«chosen’ by_the au;hor-to express his views. ;Whylelthere

-

— I wish to thank- Michaei Taft for sharlng thlS

.,\'

L

-
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.any potential recognition.

117

is inevitable overlap between each of these schemes, this
arrangement serves\most adequately to.take into account'
the two distinguishing features of this materiall i.e:,
the amateur[entrepreneurial eontinunm;'and the contrasting
tonal variations oprbsitive/negatine rhetoric.

The first section consists of verses and commentary

/ . .

by amateurs who do not have a long history of publication.

or, performance. ~Some have written only one'other item,

while. othérs have been comp031ng for years. The unifying

_feature is that recognition of their talent has been

restricted primarily to family and friends.' This lS by
| 4o

-far, the largest group, w1th twelJ% examples. These

'verses are then sub+divided by tone, which_in effect,. S
suggésts the anthor's pbint of view. There'are'ceiebratory/
condemning poems;'and'sympathetic/reproachful yerses as

well, While several contain facetious/satirical stanzas,

" not one author used this strategy consistently thronghont

N

- the composition. Anonymous or unidentified compbéitions

have been arranged within . these ClaSSlflcatlonS, since it

may be assumed that the authors‘ reluctance or refusal to
sign tneir names implies the message is mqre v1tal than
The verses of Michael Butler, Mary MacIsaac, and
Angus Lane ‘comprise the second group.u Each of these
ind1v1duals have been active verse—makers for-a number of
years, ‘and all have had the satisfaction of . either pub—
. s

-lishing, performing, or recording for -a, pubhic audience. -

W

yz.

R
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While their self—evaluations may q@gfer; they have all
known the'satisfaction of unsolicited aﬁproval from sources
beyend their immediate sphere of activity.

The third group are ?nlikely‘companions, and in.some
ways, I feel uncomfortable with this division. I have
grouéed Art Scammell, Nish Collins, and John Crosbie
together em'the basis of their'public‘status and access to

‘While leh Colllns is the only one of the trlo

\
Y

" to earn his 11v1ng from regular c0mp051t10n, Art Scammell'

fame 13 1nt1mate1y tled to Tiis Sklll as a publlshed wrlter,.-

a $klll he still employs in hls retlrement years.~ John

Crosble is anh elected publlc o£f1c1al 'who_descplbes his

occasional verse—making as~“doggeral " for the amusement

-/ .
.of hlS family and friends.. Yet his jest with Brigette

Bardot was read publicly 1n Parliament and later reprlnted

_ ln-the St. John's Daily News. He is appreciated by maqy
for his loyalty to~Newfoundland, and is one of the few

conslstent v01ces for the'Prov1nce heard at the natlonal
N B X ) 4

level. o _ _
" Ron MacEachern, Pat Sulley, Gary O‘Drlscoll and

Dayeton Larson are performers as Well as wrlters._

Cla551f1ed as "folk entrepreneurs" because tnelr style is.
self—copsc1ous and dellberate, thls does not 1mp1y thelr
expre351ons are not genulne,_emotionally—xnsplred 1deas.h

fh 1s a. cla551f1cation term whlch follows thls deflnltlon. )

The '1ntegrated' folk entrepreneut may thus L
be deflned as'an 1nd1V1dual who performs and

a

o A ath ."‘;:‘:‘:d}'\ "Y\;
@...
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"

writes songs in the folk idiom as a means

of achlev1ng socially accepted aspirations,
e.g., simply to make money or support socially
accepted goals. .

«

GROUP l. LOW-RECOGNITION AMATEUR POETS

Verseslof celegration‘and condemnation

These are verses of pralse and blame. Accusat;ons

are 1ev1ed agalnst protesters who are portrayed as unjust,

/.

catlon., In sharp contrast, the sealers are deplcted as i

humble, hard-worklng men who go to the ice for the sake ofrli.

r

thelr famlllés welfare.: There are 1mp1101t soclal dls—

[ q v o

tlnctlons—-the protesters are. con51dered td be members of f

a wealthy ellte class, men who have the means and- 1elsure

- - to engage 1n antlcs far from thelr OWn home communltles.\
The sealer is the "common man,” whose life- 1s ‘a contlnuous
‘ struggle to -€arn the ba91c neces91t1es for survrval.
The language 1s blunt, the sentlment deflant. The»
' controversy is dl battleground and there 1s no room for

\.-i_"

.compromlse, . \
. . (Untltled)

o

;In-the meantlme :

" Onward ‘Christian sealers L
Salling to ‘the Front. e
Don't let' the protesters o

- . Interrupt the huht. . AT

R L u—M S.q Bellvlslahd;;~

A . - S, h
- - L R

hypocrltlcalp ahd agents of destructlon for self—gratlfl—-'

ol"

12 " el

. : R. Serge Denlsoff, Slngfa Song of Soc1a1 Srgg;fle
.cance (Bowllng Green UnlverS1ty Popular Press, 1972), p.;_-

T 16. . ) . . o . -
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A ' C T T '-Tﬂ“ i




, | 120

The unidentified author of this short verse was 1

-
.
e, i T

AN

reacting to the cover of ‘the 'March' i1, 19 78.Weekend Maqa—

zine; In an angry letter of rebuttal, M. S. makes sharp

distmctions betWeen the morals of Newfoundland sealers
‘and those of the protésters. - ;: - : s
© A8 for Brigette Bardot protest.mg the seaJ_ hunt,
. it would.be more to- the pomt if "she Vould protest
“the’ slaughter before pirth. ’Imagine the human '
o  children who- will nevér. see earth: - Thousands 6f .
. L~ 0+ '\ “human lives .are being taken away'each day, mostly R
T " because: people want:to hide their soms. At least .
GO SR -the: séal hunters are not. gu:.lty of that.  ~The seal T

A
L el R e 2

- - R
T

"hunt 18 once-a.year,. not’ dag afteLf day (l:Lke the 5
I o kllllng of human fetus) e 3. ' S R
- -‘ "‘, .. - o “.A v ‘ A' : = . ; L - ; ,,' ', } :: ; . :\\ o ":'. ~ - ‘A A“»_ . % -'--.,-_ '- 1

(Mrs ), Jean HlScock, Deer make | Mo D

e “The Seal Hunter" R . ,, e
. - . He's called\the cruel sealer Ly S e " -
e ) He's oné€ of a- hardj»race' o e : i
S . 'He's dresSed in'a coat’'of misery . - . . .. . ST B
: o And worry haunts hlS face. - C T oA

' In hlS clammy hands e holds the club

.l and” raJ.ses it above ‘his head. : I

. 'V He sees., the ‘bloody ice around h1m -a% s
And the 1ittle pups lylng dead. T e e T

e - But in hlS mlnd there's a picture
o ..Of Hhis- pregnant wife on shore,’ T
v ~Of his" ‘children theitr’ empty stomachs Waltlnq.\
. ;- .. 'And le hésitates n¢o more.! - : .
S RS Danger lurks around him R e Sl
e o7t 1 The shifting pans,- the’ b:.t:.ng cold, BRI oL T e
L . - But-he thinks of the things. he 11 buy for hlB home ST

3-’5,'/

) \ -‘/7 . When all the pelts are. sold ,
'\;r - He thlnks of the Greenpeace Foundatlon
Eating their chicken and pork .
. And ‘he. hates- the way’ ‘they - condemn hlml :
L . - For’ the sealmeat -on his fork. e N

v Y3 pyeniing Telegram (March 23,.1978), 0. 6. 1. il

‘1"(2‘-’(-;‘;'.«-;.;__.%..5 B
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May the devil take tormentors
. To. a place where it's nice and hot,
. -And let them repent for their own selfish acts
While they re roasting in his pot.
- February 22 1978
l .
Dear Ms. Lamson, ' T
-1 am flattered that you WLSh to" use my poem,_ "The Sea‘l
"-Hunter," in your Master's. thesn.s, and permissn.on is, of
course, granted. I was as- surprised as anyone’ when my ‘poem
appeared in the Newfoundland Herald for the &econd: time: .
‘L. -alsofelt: qlJl]tquOOd about. ite . I- support the seal hunt

and as ‘a mother of - three children, as' well~ /s be:.ng a’ "drab"
t

housewn_fe, there Was little else »I could do

. o show my
. '.support..

.- ouf 'to Face: the harsh Newfoundland w:mter on-the-ice floes
© I ‘could -just see him theré,-his Coat..caked with. snow, his
face reddened, wrinkled by the ﬁharp wind; ‘his eyes unable

"to hide the worry., My father was'a- fisherman and I know

"he. always worried that there wouldn t be’ enough £ish to
buy the things we needed, and I 1mag1ned the seaIer must
have similar feelings. ‘

"' In the second.werse his hands aré‘ clammy because he
‘doesn't’ llke what he has to do. " He -is aware of his surs- ..
'roundings. 'He does ‘not need pe&ple like Brian Davies and
the .others to tell him what's ‘going on. . This'.is’ a. -

121

L ‘Béfore I start to answer yonr questions I‘d like \to\-;
. ‘igive you an idéa of how I. felt and, thought as-I Wrdte my. .
.V poem.. I jsriéd:to 'put- nyself in. ‘the .position : of the sealer, :
.- to feéel .as he must feél about .all'the horrible’ thJ.ngs being
. saJ.d about ‘Him. - I figured ‘thatihe's. .a ‘tough’ quy if he. gets

.necessary way of life for him, -and nothlng .anyone - ca.n Say

' or: do'is going to change +the.way he thinks or.feels.

.The whole ‘Wwhile le is ‘on the ice his family/is never“ R

far from" his mind, " For them, -He- faces -the unpleasantness,
3'~?the danger, ‘they are his sourcé  of. strength ‘and- endurance, -~
He wants .thé protestexrs of the hunt’ to kriow". thzt it

T is not all enjoyment being stranded on .ice’ ‘pans_in reezing

' ‘weather. - He needs the money the pelts will bring, maybe ..’

'_'to buy “food, ‘of maybe for a needed piece: of furniture, oI
hmaybe even,to put-a roof ‘over his’ family 5 head Surely

| _some of those who oppose the hunt eat chicken pork; lob'-'“ )

‘ster, beef, ‘and- flesh from other l.‘LVlng things. Whyl
should they condemn him bpcause he enjoys a meal of seal

- ‘meat? - '

In hlS frustration and anger the sealer WJ.SheS they

T

. '_.would all go to: hell. 'In Fac s he’ is almost certaln they'Ll

:all: end up there., He hopes the devil J.S ready to tor- '.-X‘ .

l.r

S 14 Mrs. Jean Hiscock '-“The Seal Hunter," Newfoundland
Herald TV Week (May ll, 1977/, & January 11 1978) z pp 52
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A ture them. Hé'd liké to watch them squirm -as they regret
-+ their part in the seal hunt. As far as he's- concerned
N o they're just doing it for ‘personal recognltlon anyway.
There are, after-all, many ignorant people in the world, .
-who have no idea what it's like to live in-a small -New—.
Coa ~ foundland outport where employment is scarceyg Such peopie
: (and most of- them are well=-to-do) eagerly finance egp—trips
for people like Paul Watson and the others who get to
travel around the world in. the ‘limelight of the céqntrles
they visit. They (Greenpeace Foundation and the rest) .aré
. .not so much concerned yith saving the seals .and whalés - and
othér species: as they are-with® themse,lves, and with the

. publicity they get,  Many: of. them get fore publ:.c:.ty than'-.';.'

"'--the seals doy vand- that's the way they want At

R 1) ‘I:have’ wr:l.tten other verses; about. many. other sub—..

"-,.'Jects. I wrote my. f;r.rst verse ‘when I was ‘in the fifth

".-'f".and most! especxally, the’ sea, “the beach, ‘galls, and fish:.
" ~The Newfbundland Herald once. publlshed one ‘of my’ poems, '

R S .“VJ.ously publ:.shed.. BRI TN o CoeteE
I 2) Iwrite for personal satlsfactlon. I work out my
T frustratlons on paper.- I -do. not dellberately set out’ to
o K R er.te ‘a poem—-such verse would be strained ‘and unnatural
' t - T wrlte sﬁontaneously. Perhaps: somethmg may. bother e,

" for weeks,' then. when I'm m ing a bed ‘or doirg the dishes”
_ . . I may have'to grab a’ pen and write as fast -as” I' can before
. .. I forget, ‘I1f I have to sperd more. than teri or fifteen. ..~
Soo mlnutes onia poem,_then it is strained, a klnd of forced

. %n._

‘ o when the "Tommy Huntex" show was on TV. If I ¢ould Just)
.. - osit down and write a-poem, I a publlsh books’ of poetry, but’

out- ertn.ng ‘a”poem._ Some days ‘I write three or four.

most of my publlcity in high 5choo].. -1 am (Ox was) more:,
S _well-known around. my lome. town (Heart's Del::.ght) e I lJ.ke .
.. to write: funny and’ nonsense poems for chlldren. I read
SR ‘j.them to my. chlldnens' frlends. ) They ask for copJ.es, and
-g:Lve me klsses. o -
. .77 -.Those who do know about my verse—maklng say things
Lo -11ke, b don't know how you do it." ‘T remember reading
o one whlch is a’ partlcular favor:Lte of mine- to a- frlendr ’_ '
-~ who- showed llttle interest and later sald, . "Well, .how- ‘that..
“yon've- wrote, - At what are you. gomg to do w:.th lt‘:‘?“ In o
.. %7 ... otherwords, what's the'good of Aery o
Sl e Y. "4) 1 T.dofi't Know, anyone Wwho. hds gone to the lce. My
S ;g,father would go out in-a-boat sometimes with another man,’
R _ ... and "if they were-lucky; they d shoot a’seal or two. - It
S0 .07 'vas a source of meat: and I ‘used to love it before Brian

A

-verse. ~ "Thé ‘Séal Hunter, " was written, durlng a commercial .-

,.5'--\\‘. o -3) - Few, people’ know ‘about my verse-mak:.ng I recelved '

i

- v grade\ . I'enjoy- er.tlng about death," uncerta:.nty, nature,i’ .

~"Reason to Remember,": a long time ago‘when it was . in news-':
: paper form‘ . Aside from that, none af my verses were pre— KRR

. this way, they have +to. cope to me and: I may go weeks w1tn-

e Dav:l.es came along., fI resent h1m because he made the seals'. o

. T, e

4'..5~'-.-:‘-"—-.;_'_L,.,3.‘:-.j“ - e e
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seem too human and I can no longer eat séal meat although
T love it.
All T know about the seal hunt is - from what I've
seen or’heard on T.V.., or ¥ead in 'the papers.: My husband
tells me he once took part in the seal "hunt as a landsmen
as a teen=ager. He once had the expdrience of being :
stranded on an ice pan with several men. They had to leave
! pelts behind and jump on slob ice to get to safety. . There
have been tales of worse experiences. °I believe the men
kill seals more for the necessuty of the money"than’ -f,or the
pleasure kthey get from. 'killing. *~
© 7 5) T think I answered. .this -question earller :Ln my
latter 'I‘ney do it most—ly for themselves I d: llke to.
. 1gnorant peoplg to’ support me' i
j.‘_\. -, “Through .the
... huntl ‘They are’ brmging the " focus' of the world on- Newaund-
SR R .o w.' - "landers and pal.ntmg ‘a prcture of .a bunch .of barbara_ans. R
O L T "I Wouldn't be- surprised if ‘many- people thlnk we're’ cannlbals
o 6) Most ‘'of the.praotesters are sensatlbnallsts. Many
have- been taken in.by ‘Others - and know very llttle about =~
what is- really happem_ng
.7)" The seal hunt is very deflmtely threatened by the
; protesters. : g
- - 8) Lt really don" t know what Newfoundlanders should do
to defend “the. hunt.-, aybe we should form groups and v:.s:.t
aotner countrles and point-out to them that cruelties exist’
., among' them.. Perhaps we -should ask the ones who. finance the
) , -~ huht to use their funds for 'a much more mneedy .cause, like
'-“L... K . trying to help. people in poorer, develop:.ng countries., I
P "' wonder .if we took plctur‘es and films of poor starving and:
b, sick- childxen and placed them around the pictures. of baby
S " . seals would some people ..thlnk twice- about hand:mg money
T Jover to: thesé groups?.
‘... 7T -1 9) "I think Newfoundlanders are suffLCJ.ently concerned ,
C about the. future .of-the seal hunt, but it may -be too late -,
P _ - by how. - Somethlng should have been done when Brian Davies -
s IR L first started it all.  'We ‘thought it was' funny ‘then. | ‘
a0 : ; . 10). My verses were - 1ntended as- commentary’ about the -

of others. in the seal hunt.‘ Most people are much too
plac:.d about thlngs that really ccmcern them. IR
Cos . .. :X1) The only, other way I ‘have expressed ny. concers.
Ty T about ‘the’ protesters has been dlscussing it w1th fam:rly
Lt T and frlends.-, o - R -. i
oo N T R Slncerely, . S .'_. L coe /,f
v B - s Jean Hrscock ST

1

3 M ' : . N P
- . P Jean Hlscock 1s an art:.culate woman who turns to

v

poetry to express her sentlments.. As explamed J.h her

ir- pretest tney ‘may. well deStroy the seal_ s ~

lex:lst:.ng situation. . I also hoped ‘to-arouse the intexest o - |7

e e . <

o ‘ R
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letter, her verses are spontaneous and reflexive.

rather than reflective. "The_'Seal Hunter" is & com-.

pass'i-on'ate ‘but idealized portr.ait ‘of -an ordinary sealey.
7' .The rheto:?‘lc belongs to the sympathetlc category, but the
) ufmal stanza is an angry, impasuoned statement of con-

fdemnat-lon--‘A"May the devil tak‘e tormentors/ To a place

' where 1ts nice and hot/ And 1et them repent for tnelr _own .
'.selflsh acts/ Whlle they re roast:l.ng in nls pot‘." o

),

- The not:.on that sealers enjoy t.helr work '1s dem.ed

al

;_.'by the 1magery of the poem—--the sealer looks at the "bloody
':Lce ." But, thmk:l.ng of hls famzl.ly and the requ1rement to o
! feed and clothe them, ‘.“he hes:Ltates no more. ,' qunomch

— necess:Lty and occupatlonal hardsh:.p are central arguments, .

but protesters are scorned for thelr hypocrlsy and greed

/
. ************ **************** *’;****************************

Phoebe ‘Martin Bonnah, Happy Valley (Labrador)

"Protesters vs Sealers"

L]

There s an -awful Ffuss a—brew:.ng on the ice

-should we kill the whitecoat seal. ‘and- is it® rlght
Davies says we'll go. to hell, if we don't stop the: k:l.ll
and Cashin says that‘ 1just: where he’ cap go.. -

¥

e RERR
: So J.ts protesters vs sealers 1n the flqht A e
“and before'" they ¢lub* each’ other to the jce R
the motives must be know--whbse are false and whose
R prOf.Ound—-hmnble sealer, Greenpeace “or the seal
'Mlss Bardot do you th1nk those furs you've worn
‘were waaved . for you alone by gentle -hands? | S :
and do you th:.nk that steak, upon your gilver plate .
was pn.cked off some plant that grows .1n France?

Brian Dav1es do ?ou own 1eather shoes? L '
' Well that leather had & -name, -was: born and' dJ.ed agaln
s and la:Ld its slaughtered body at\your feet -

R %
P
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Oh the pepple of Great Britain are disturbed

they think there'll be extinction of the herds

well, extinction is a word that is used, so I've heard
as a way to stop that war in (Northern) Ireland.

This world is full of walking contradictions

brave sealers of Newfoundland take heart

the world cannot copdemn, you've not acted -on a whim .
if what you do is what you thJ.nk is right.

[

Phoebe BOnnah Submltted the above to the Mummers

Troupe when she learned they were organlzlng a productlon

. -t
'abOut the sealing controversy. i Her 1n1t1al letter stated

-(i"I WDuld very much lJ.ke to hear :Lt used as a lyr:Lcal balilad

»'..-'

"'However, 1 do not wrlte or play musrc, so lt'S Ieft to
' ,",your dlscretlon. I am a Labradorlan, who, . a/s you mlght
-\
’gather, have strong feellngs for and agalnst the 1ssue 1n

'questlon “16 She has been wr:.tn_ng verses--for twenty years

'.about everyuhlng that 1nterests me~-none of whlch has ubeen» ~

publlshed." Her brother, frlends, and other relat:.ves hunt‘

{
.seals in Goose Bay. , ’

As for the protesters ¢ Phoebe belleves, ."thez.r concern"

for the seals, howeve.r mlsgulded, 1s commendable. | However,

.rf the maJ.n purpose of the organ:.zatlons are for monetary

.® B [

gain, ‘than those organlzatlons should be attacked and
da.sbanded What the protesters a*comgillsh J.S aWareneéB.
Awareness to the fact that the . seal must not be over-'

‘~harvested to the p01nt of extmctz.on."']‘7 hhe descrz.bes )

_

7

- 15, Phoebe Mart:.n Bonnah, poem p0sted in the Mummers
L ATroupe Offlce, (St. John s) ST

16 & 17
-11978\ ’ and Letter to C. Lamson (March l,, 1978)

EETIAN L. .- f . R o : Voo ot e .
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Phoebe M.~ Bonnah Letter to the Mummers (February, o (

ar. e

. “'"";—ﬂ"ic/ i e e




-
Y.
L.
L ’
.
)
1
e

g sealeréz Bardot., .Greenpeace, a‘TDav1es are accused of J ,
| actlng eresponsibly', ’but' one Newfoundlanderils 51ngled
! [ N -1 " L f‘ .'Il‘.'; ”
| ' . o N rout for hls courage in standlng up to the protesters L :
Richard Cashln met w1th agxtators m St Anthony J.n March, ,
, 0
e . 1977 but his conelusiOn was' si:mply that comprom:.se was
| . 1mpossible. - 'L_;\'“:;.i '_ S R ‘!
e .o ' oy o ; A h EEARAN e . i
v i (********************************************************** . ' :
| - Albert J. March, Ste;ghemrllle R
e 5 " l e "-"". (Untitled) ;. ) A e S
oM L 01% of St. Anthony where the seals/ T k)
: R Lo run £free - e
. ' .'rhere,"'a’re péople out huntlng for a L ' R :
li‘l - S . baby' : : ‘ o " ’.-.'-.\ '._' 4 Lo '
" We must stop th:.s slaughter out on [ c j
e the ice'flow, ... = AT S e BN
o . -These wer @ the words of M:Lss Bridget e R o TR
|: . < Bardot. ) *'. o : o L ‘ ‘ .: '.'._u]l "‘_"_‘,. ‘.,. I ',_._ .-. 1. '_:,.., ,: :;.
"‘But out on. the dce flows there J.s ' 1 I PR
|:'-',.-" . ... more to sée,-. . B SR
: . For- there is this guy they call (R
Brian -Davies, . :.; ‘ o
But' oyt on. the dce’ flow: -us- Newfies do hun{:,
;i - . We're NOt like YOU- Pﬁ/ople that's putt:.ng it blunt.(_ A
l ;,’ r ‘.'.u '.. S : Ve " :\ = - N * - N N - "" ' -
2 : ‘e, ‘ '
"4 ' .‘.'. :
iR .
\:%Z*;' ,
g ] i L

| ‘ mal:Lgned : )wha.le _se‘
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et
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\ . - . B

her verse—making as personal commentary, wrltten for self—

satlsfactlon and for the enjoyment of her fam:.ly.
“Protesters Vs Sealers," ls preclsely titled, -for .

] . K . ] o
Phoebe Bonnah does not rely on the.trad1t10nal pro—sealizng-' :

argﬁments. she 15 concerned about the image of. Newfound—'

1ander sealers who, .m her opJ.n i {1, .,have been unjustlflably;" 3 L

.. unchallenged. (‘ler strategy :Ls a Serles of rhétorj_—-.-. R
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Iy o We xe not 11ke you people who klll o _
W . % - . you're own kind, .. R oy
@ - . We don't hunt for p]_epsure and thls _ L L
e CL © you will £ind., - . . .
T We re not - like: you people that s o . o
putting it blunt,. . T :
. So mind your oi«m busz.ness and - e
' stay Out of the hunt. N T . -

bR

; Sy

Se o For 0uq on the :Lce‘flows us. Newfles —— P S
T Huntlng for seals off the Labrador.'--' .
e memE o ) flow. Ee N
lee our, £athers’ before us. to the '
B ice they daiad go._,” RTINS
- 'N - you- ‘will never" stop us,
MJ.ss ‘Brldget Bardot

Oh you say what. we‘rq domg‘ J.S not,
. _-very nice, " v ._ DR
: nen I say. - to you.. frJ.end _read
. .Death”-on ‘the dlce, P Tl
For out. off St. Anthony u.s Newfles e
wil} ' v
T To suffe the hard t:.mes of wind
e U s e 1ce and snow.. e . .

T .- ¢

',4

N G Albert March wa.s surprlsed to hear frOm me, and o

s o learn of the publlcatlon of hJ.s poem 1n the St. .Anthony 3

D e Polarﬂs News. ' He sald he submltted the poem about tw“o-:
‘ ) R . 4";_' \
! ' - lmonths ago to the Progre551ve nghts Organizatlon, who

( o n L obv:LOusly'.forwarded J.t to the newspaper. _1 The copy he Sen"t

‘me was sllghtly dlfferent from the publ:.shed versJ.on, and

9

EEE reca].led the poem frOm memory. \»._
' The a.uthor, age twerﬁ:y—elght writes verses" pr

2

;
F%J : R for personai sat:l.sfactz.o although he ment:.oned that

T he explalned he dld nof have a copy of tne or.,lglnal so he :

t R .--‘. ._,J ",-,‘-L. ‘
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for elght years about "hlstory,.stories T have héard and

" . B about people.‘.' g Although he’ does not know anyone who had

N ”,

' been to the 1ce, he :;eferred to Death on the Ice as'an

| l. 1n£luence- "I feel sbrry for Eﬁe al huntfers, for what "
they went through and for what tlsare go:Lng thrqugh now w
ThTe protesters are “peopl‘e look:mg for attentlon,".l nd '

i Iy

o "-' ~although he doesn t belleve the future xof the seal nunt

efforts ahould be made to counter the protes ‘
'._:» S '\-- ( N
‘ The poem is another rhetor:.cal effort to emonstrate

R P IINERE P ,1-',‘ LN '.

the dlscrepancn.es between "tnem " (protesters) n,and "us;."

K ‘ R \ :.- . W
(sealers and Newfoundlanders) The autnor beglns by

S ' trylng t\o descrlbe a scene objectlvely, but he qulckly L

\ sw:.tcnes 1n the second stanza to an assertz.on oﬁ alle'_l'__a'nece
‘ and condemnatlon.‘"We re not 1J.ke yOu people that‘s puttln' %
) .’ J.t blunt The key arguments are tnadltion and occupatlonal
: hazar‘d.‘i" "'Like our father:s bef-ore us- to the ice they did
R L go," and ";rhen I aay to you, frlend read Deatn on the Iqe“
- The poem condemn.e protesters, but makes an effort to -:-:, ‘

\,-.

wind J.(.e, and snow. " . ‘ AR .
**************.********************‘Lk/***********************

. ", —"' -"' .- Coh

ST .
"‘The Seal:.ng Dlspute“
/ :

1

Madel:.ne Pitts, Dunv:.lle (Placent:.a Bay)

D,

R B What eXCuse can they make? .
IRSNENE How many jObS will they take? L

Albert"March Letter (March 31.’:-,--

,,Marouse sympathy/for sealers who, _"suffer the hard tlmes of
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Pride from people they do not know : :
Why do they come andetreat us so?
Our liylihood we must work to make, -

We did not mean any hearts to break. c

»

RN S Rt

A seal may be an animal they want to save, : i
: But why concern, when human life théey deprave? \ :
P May I be.bgld to say in jest
They have come not to do'what is best. -

Are we as heartless as they do claim?
- No, we are working, fighting people, -
' We have struggled and are proud of our name
So to you who do us wrong 20
Why come to where yop don't belong?

s
o :J—__‘__L\' A

T S

vt

5 A Madellne PJ.tts Spurrell, age twenty,,has been wrltlng‘ ' . vl

o

poetfy since grade four.- ‘She always kept a, dlary, and
S : ,hopes someday to writé a novel She has entered the Arts o A
and Letters COmpetlt:Lon, but never wan, an award However,-

. . wr
' b ",several of Madeline's verses have been pfinted in the

‘ i) .
A o Néwfou'ndlandl" }iel;ald'; and for these. she has been i;aid-‘a 'l
L . small honorarlum T : S | 4 3
__ ( ., ﬂ o --"-', MadelJ.ne feels angry and 1ndJ.gnant at the protesters £
b ) ' who are closing down ap J.ndustry and. "wrong-doing New-* ;
- foundlamders all over the worlﬂ *  Although none of her - : S
B . . . . p b
k -."-"['._"' . v relxatﬂres werebsealers, shea sympathesa.zes w:.th them : " '° . ;
"" < because of the dangers they must face; many have big ‘ ‘ '
LRy, . ‘e
o 4‘ ._ S o famllles, and "there lS no duarantee they w111 come back\'
: ,a B o a;l.l_ve. She "has spent a 1ot of d:lme thlnking about the V i
\; o | t ) ptgtesters,‘ arvd -has aevx.sed- 'her.- own taxonomy of motivee: " \
,-,“l - a 1)the first group are truly concerned about the seal _
¢ '.,\_.,', l, - . N popu;lat:n.on, 2)e the Brlgette Bardotb are out for the pub—f )
S ﬁ 29 Evening "Te‘ie‘g'fam -,cna:rpﬁ’.jzi;o. 1977, B. 6. s
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do they ‘come here and trea;}us S0 7? 1s a questlon many

Mlnnle Haw—Haw (Anonymoue) j . ’ f. .Q
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licity it will bring to, them——"they don t glve a damn about

27
_thexseal hunt;" and 3) Brlan Davies and his llkes who are

out for profit. . These people rely on the prot_est as a >
means. to gain.their own livlihood.

In‘a phone ‘conversation, Madeline referred again to
the issue of humdn abortion. Why‘there should. be such an

outcry for seals, and apathy towards human v1ct1ms, is

\ . .

difflcult for her to understand 21

"The Seallng.Dlspute,“ belongs'to the sebohd.rhe-"

PR

torlcal category——sympathet1c/reproachful verSes.. "Why .

"Newfoundlanders asked among themselves, yet the answer

/ -
was never completely resolved ) Whereas most attrlbuted

by

flnan01al proflt as a protest motive ‘some, llke Madellne

Pltts, tried to glve proteSters credlt for thelr conser-
/

fvatlon concerns: “A seal may be an animal they want to .
.saVe/ But ' why doncern when humarf life they deprave?"

R Agaln, the famillar 01091ng Sentiment 1s deflant and

/-

aggre;s:.ve- "So to you who do us wrong/Why come to where

\

you don t belong?".- , .

****************ﬂ***************'************************

AN

Freedom, Flags anci the Seals" ; - e

‘Hexe's to the band of L LT L
liberty Yoo S oA

. Where. people are-so” L S
‘ghumane 5 o o

- o« s o . i H

K \ ' . - . '-.

Madellne ?;tts SpurreIl Phone Conversatlon
(March 5 1978) oS : S U A
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That the kllllng of seals for
a living, _ - ¢
Is a big, loud, crying
- shame!

A land where the white »

ules the roost,

Provided his "Mrs." lets
him. .
here the thought of a

black breathing-his air,
8 Is the one thing that- really
upsets him.
Tﬂey re fanatic about their
freedom and flag,
" If ydu meet them they 11
leS and - embrace; '
While the poor old Newfles, . ’ e o
Who live off their seals, '
" Are a barbarous, murderous
"That 1and where ladles are
screaming ‘for laws \
-To murder thelr unborn
child; o
Yet the thought of another :
_race slaughtering seals, : ] -
It's dr1v1ng those kind people : _ .
wild. ' .
‘ Send that dame I.ambert: up o
_here to Newfie, .

, NOthlng would give me '
- more glee,

i Than to put her on an
icepan,

\ And push her out to sea. '

And if she wants humanlty,
What could be more

./°

" humane _ . -
‘ Than to plck up old Brlan , '
Davies., . o : N
. - And_give him mord of the, ’ ‘ ‘ !
. same? 227 AR o ‘

ThlS is the edarliest expre991an of counter—grotest I

recoVered diaring my lnvestlgataon.~ Obllque references ta
5001al problems in the Unlted States are useq in recrim- ¢

1natlon to charges of cruelty by" Newfoundlanders.'zThere' o

LT L DNy
L ; zz-Evening TélegraMw(March-24;3197l), p,ZGﬂ?i

LI
- "
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is a aerious, sobered kind of irony used to counter
slamderous accusations, but the firal verses are more
whimsical, implying a view that the protesg could be d%s—
pelled by a single act of defiance.

’GFreedom, Flags-and the\Seals," is a facetious effort

\ .
to' discredit protesters who dare accuse Newfoundlanders

“of Slgggﬁf:ring "baby" seals while ignoring atrocities
.in theinr own country. It is an esoteric verse in the
sense that the th t.of“pushing "that dame Lambert:" and

settlng'hernadxlft on an i

_ to regions wherelrespect for ice and ‘the sea is an 1ndls—'

: l
N

,putable cultural fact. .. . ot -3"',.

******************************¢***********&*********#***

>

(Mrs.) Alexandrine,Mercer, Topsail

. "Whitecoats, GreenoapS" ' ] ’ Ny
‘.G01ng to tﬁe seal hunt on a winter's day -
Watching all the whitecoats innocent at. play,' |
Just thinking of a green cross f£ills one with dlsmay,

What w111 all the pups do when mama turns away?

Come seale; Iads from Tw1111ngate a few: nlghts ago .
And told the-TV audience what they wished to know,
Wh%le over on the mainland, they listened goggle-eyed,
LAs they heard how many. seal hearts our boys bring back
thh prlde. o

.601ng to the seal hunt on a w1nter 8 day,

' Watching' all the Newfie boys! joining in the fray, -
Laughing at all the- Greenpeacers, and their “cries of woe,

As armed with heavy spray guns’ they Jump from floe to- floe
Conlng home from the. seal hunt on. a w1nter s day - »'w?
Watching -all the baby seals and.mothers ‘ag they play -
,Watchlng all the green caps floatlnq in ‘the ‘bay, . 93
our w1tty Newfoundlanders, -1 know they saved the day.

epan’ would only *be appropriate

R

23 Eyeni_ng-fmel-egram '(ia,é’xphj;l;;‘,- 1j_'976)_., p- 6;“ |
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Mrs. Mercer's poem was written in 1976, the year Green-
peace threatened to dye the seal pups green in an effort
to render the pelts useless to the “fur industry. The
reference to seal hearts acknowiedges a custom which the
protesters exploiteﬁAfor shotck value .and yet to Newfound-

~tanders is not an act of barbarity. The concluding ,

- -

phrases suggest»that'Newfoundlanders'will outwit the Green-

peace lads who have no experlence at ‘the ‘ice and thereéfore -

. - ‘ SN
are destlned to fail. ', \-._ ' TR

The 1etter whlch Mrs. Mercer sent ln reply to my
ilnqulry about her verse—maklng and éttltudes toward the

'controversy 1s reprlnted 1n part
oL IR " . March 3, 1978

Dear Cynthia, oL o T

I am gratified that you wish to use my poem, "White—
coats, Greencaps," in your Master's thesis...about the
_poem,'well, at the time, I must admlt it was wrltten in
some part frivolously. However, I feel much moré strongly.
about the' anti-sealing campalgn now, and if I were to
‘write a poem or article again, I would express my féellngs
and beliefs in no uncextaln terms, W1th llttle or no
ferOllty :

For the most part, I see humor in most thlngs which

rlggers off the. desire to write’ poetry. "I have written
poems, - short ‘stories. and artlcles since my e&%ly teens
(which is’ quite some .time ago). I. have always been a
dreamer,, preferrlng painting,. wrltlng, and playlng the
q1olln‘to houseWork and any other down—to-earth occupa—
tions.

: Why do I compose verses? Mostly for selfhgratlflca—
\tion and for friends; but if I feel strongly enough about
assSubject I submxt 1t for’ publ;catlon in. the hope 1t w111
-do ome \good.. .

.\I khow .no. one who has been to the 1ce., I am not
Newfoun lander (SCOttlSh by blrth)—-but I marrled a- New—
foundlan: r. dnd think . Newfoundland is a wonderful lsland

v Regardlng Brian Davies: and the hangers—on, I have

4 few ideas of my, own as to thelr motives. It bould be -

“the beautlful soulful brown eyes of the whltecoats that

; —

- )
O
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~or it could be a money—maklng racket.

. portion.

ﬂ.feellng that Newfoundlanders should resort to more draﬁtlcin'
'measures._ '

~after the seal hunt is banned.or if" all the markets are
- .closed to.us--both.in. pelts ‘and seal. meat." P ; )
“G01ng to the ice" is a way of life: for ‘the’ hunters. R T

‘ Tney ‘bring to 1t the proud traditlon handed down through
| the" years...i4

it réflects Mrs. Mexcer 's attltude 1n 1976, Whlch stlll

- trylng to outw1t one another wlth clever schemes.

“-‘of prlde rather than apology about.esoteric tradltions is

134

~

tduched their hearts--it could be entirely for publicity,
I have no way of
knowing whether any’'or all of my theories may. be right.

I do feel that no one should interfere with the Newfounf-
landers' means of a livlihood, and I am shocked and dis-
gusted with the way this- 1nfamy has .grown out of all pro-

I know it has been said many times before but 1'l1l
say it again, we have murderers in oue midst all.the time,
when butchers slaughter calves and lambs simply to provide
us with legs of veal and lamb chops. Are people so gulll—
ble that they lap all this nonsense up?

I am not an intellectual and I'can't see myself _ .
belonging to a group qf protesters, or being recognlzed. . T
by the government for anything I might write. "It is my .

‘I . feel’ they
far—reachlng results. of  the campalgn.

are not paylng enough' heed@ to the.
It will be too- late

"Whltecoats, Greencaps," is the most whlmsical of all
the counter—protest expre351ons in this: collectlon, but

was partlally dlsbellev1ng in terms of potentlal threat.

as explalned 1n her letter, ‘sBhe no - longer viewed

By 1978,
S > N

the protest as humorous in the least part;;'
) In terms of rhetoriCal;arénménts, the'boem stresSes' L
a coméetltlve theme, w1th protesters and Newfoundlanders

\ There‘

is a facetlous reference to Malnland audlenqes who llsten

google—eyed " to seallng reports, and an emergent sense 1-:("\“

.

. . S D e L. s N
ev1dent. o N : - : LN
********************************************************** N L
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"Go Home and Live in Greenpeace"

~C.M., Eastport

Breathés there a man with head so dense S |
‘'Who never said, I should have had better sense. '
To improve on nature I should never try
To spray the whitecoats with green dye..

. These mother seals before going down,
- gircle their pPuppies round and round .
When they get their.milk to flow
They saturatedthe enc1rcLed SNOW.

‘When they have. thelr pups, 50 white, _

,,They re-supplied with milk fcr ‘the day and nlght
.. . While they are huntlng away . from below .- .
GK"They come and spr@y the pups w1th snow.-

i On thelr mlSSlon they onward go-f"ﬁ-“ e
. ‘While. the: puppies. eat’ milk, dye,'and sn0w., T
" You can ‘be.sure:. beyond a’doubt - \ L
Theée pups are green 1n51de and 6ut Chen
When the mother seals come back tnls tlme
Their 1ittle. pupples -they ‘can .nowhere find
The scent of dye is to them unknown, -
And - they thelr little pups disgwn,

For days and days they hunt aroung, . : -
But nowhere can their pups be found S - o
That spraying|sprée would sure suffice \ .= o

.To lose their puppies on the ice. . - '}'

If on their mission'® they only should.
Oome in contact with an old dog hood
‘Their baseball bats would be of no avail
They d. need thelr gaffs that seal to kill

Read, mgrk and ;learn the best dev1ce, TN
'Fo kill the.seals out on ‘the ice; . '
. one slap with' gaff that seal lies dead,
- .. 8lap, slap and bang those. clubs they made.

_And one’ spray of dye would\sure Sufflce,l

', . To starve-those’ puppies ‘on’ the ice;

But thanks to God they were forced to. cease -
" 'And 99 back home and live in Greenpeace.25

' ER "

2? ﬁveniggﬁTelegraﬁ'(March'lQ;_lglé);'poGL;' .f—
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W poems 1n which seals flgure promlnently.. Rhetorlcally

‘,.'sympathetlp towards the pups, I had . to re—read the " com- N

_— . 136

- This is another l9igipoem; with the same reference

to the*Greenpeaee threat to dye.the seal_pups{::Arpopufar.

- though unsibstantiated. belief circulated during this period
that mothS& seals would abandon their young if they were
sprayed. it 1s an 1nterest1ng reversal of blame for the
fate of the young whltecoats-—whlle protesters condemned

the ‘cruel methods used by the sealers,-Newfoundlanders

countered w1th the argument that abandonment was far more .

L R - e e s I Y P O Y P e e
FEAr AL K2 s A S 2t il e Tebln it = 1 e s O "‘““‘”’“’*5‘.—.‘:&53[@1&5
? i SR

- o - 3 -

brutal, w1th death a certalnty, and no galn for elther

[ I

slde.‘ ,.-."u,f i cL ‘f-_ffwil.jf V,\ o
: "Go Home and lee 1n Greenpeace,“ 1s one of the few

i .
. f,{"_‘

"p081tlon several tlmes before ascertalnlng whether 1t
belonged to the category of counter-protest. It is

:1nterest1ng because it 1mplles that seals rlghtfully

belong to sealers, whlle protesters are ﬁeen as oppdnents ) i

‘.who w111 harm the seals.- The flnal verses are: unmistakenly

deflant, relylng on d1v1ne eanctlon as authority for'- ' :‘. ~ |3

pursuance of - the hunt 3

L]

The 1mage of the savage old dog hood appears here
asllt does 1n several otner counter-protest expressrons,
1mp1ying that. phy51ca1_dangers are stil} very real. There
1s a;so a bltter comment on - the prohlbltlon of the gaff.-jf“
_The gaff was banned and replaced by the hakaplk as" the ;:__g;ﬁrf {-»":
only lega; implement for slaughterlng seals. Sealers=‘£7. L

/..

':_traditlonally rel1ed on the gaff for their own personal

AN
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v
safety as much as using it as a weapon,’an&‘many a

seasoned sealer voiced_cencern about the new regulations.
" The céndiudingllines, "But thanks to God they were
forced to cease/And go back heme and live in Greenpeace, "
wes s;newhat premature ;?ince the'protegtefs retu;nedxto
St Anthony in 1977 and 1978 with llttle to discourage

or obstruct their m1351on B

. ******************************‘**********i****‘***@*********' )

s

Clayton Menchlons, Botwood

(Untltled Song)

Have you heard of Brlan Dav1es°
- He's, the leader of a gang. ’
'Who' tame down here to Newfle
For” to try .to, put a bann .

' On the kllllng of the whltecoats

- And anythlng that moves

N Just to make hlmself more famous
. When they tell it inh the news.~

The way he tries to tell it, _ “
Is that all of us are bad,. - :

Just because we liké to follow
The ways ouy fathers ‘had-- -«
To go to'KRunt the Whitecoats

As they pass along ‘the. coast

To makée 'a’ few more dollars o
And have flipper ple to boast

‘2

) And then there are “the- Greenpeace cxowd
- You've heard of then I'm surée. ' ' E :
You'd think they would reform. tqe world R LN
The way they rant and roar - . O :
But they're the same as. Dav1es . .
And  all' that Mainland 'gang:- T
We're better off without them A YRR
-In. good old: Newfoundland.;

The aeals that" comesalong our coast
Are there for the use of ‘man

" N''To help-him with his food and’ ciothes

It must™~have: been God's, plan*, T
- But . those people from the Malnland Co D
_Are all 0 rlch and wise L e s

v, oe e
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They have no use for sealskins '
Oxr even flipper pies.

Whén Smallwood made Canadians

of us in forty-nine : ’
He didn't think our way of life

Would be put out of line.

He thought that we would hunt and fish
And do just as we please

But theé way it looks to some of us
"We'll soon do none of these. -

- So here's to all the Newfies

-Who stand up for all their rlghts

May they never heed Brlan Davres

. Nox. .any of his likes:. .

,'And when- it comes to Greenpeace L s b
Or even. Swisse Franz - o '

".‘May -they learn to ‘Live and let alone

V_lee we do in Newfoundland o

. Accordlng to the author, thls song was made up for ‘a- con-

ﬂcert in Botwood ‘in Aprll, 1976. It,was\des;gned to be

sung to the same tune as the popular,_”Keiligrew's"'

Soiree." .
Clayton Menchions, age fifty-five, has been writing

songs abaut "anythlng that appeals to me." for thlrty—‘

. five years.' He was born 1n Bay Roberts, Conceptlon Bay," . s

and he has beenpa clergyman and a school teacher.. His

- work has never been publlshed s yet he is anxrous to.

share hts verSe, as demonstrated by hms taklng the'

n1t1at1ve and respondlng to my newspaper 1nqu1ry for

hhseallng songs and poetry‘.—- -

Clayton, hls father and hlS brother were: sealers,
'though he dld not specify whether they were landsmen or
1‘went aboard the seallng ShlpS to the Front ' st comment

I

inwas brlef but precrse _“1t was.atdszlcult-undgytaklpg(f,f"

d
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and a hard way to make a few dollars.™ The protesters,

in Clayton's view, are out for their own»personal gain:

"they can get'a fat and easy living by their protcesting’."z-7
‘One of the familiar‘arguments-—divine sanctien—f |

enpears in the four th verse‘ae-justification for the hunt.

Bitterness towards those who would intérfere with an

independent people is thenclosing‘éentiment: "May -they

’ learn to live’and'let-aione/nLike We‘do in Newfoundland."

The reference to Confederatlon suggests that host111ty

towards Mainlandérs 1s 1ong—stand1ng,1and nostalgla for‘i

a way of life gone by 1s ev;dent' “He (Smallwood) tnought.

" that we would hunt ‘and flsh/ And do. just as we please..._'

: In a s,nse, thls song 'is a call for act10n~ “So hére 's to

all the Newfles/ Whos stand/np for’ thelr rlghts.
******* *************** ***********************************

Tom Gooble, Old Perlican

. "The’ Brlan Davies Song\ SR ‘u _ E _t~ s

You have- heard of Brlan Davies -

The foollsh little mdn - ; L iy .
he ‘left his foolish country: . '~ ' T .
and came to Newfoundland - 'Qy', o o Coo T -

He thought to stop the seal hunt -

“but it was more than he ‘could -do

to frighten off the - captalns‘ R
and their: hearty crew.” S TR

He landed in St. Anthony ) 1u"f' -". Lo m
- the nearest to-the patch IR C ' -

-of pretty 11tt1e whltecoats R -
Where sealers use. their bats' . .- & Y

26 & 27

- ‘, . i . o B . R o ) 2 .M'_.‘ .

Clayton Menchions Letter (March n d., 1978).5_.f -

V3
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1. . : . '
!

He brought with him helicopters

to make an early start

but the. landsmen all.surrounded. him
and his plane it would not start.

The mounties broke the picket dIine
and ‘let. poor Davies free’
he:went to follow all his gang \
out on the norther:n sea.
But when he got out on the patch
‘the ice was.all broke up
P he never had the nexve enough
. to stop the kllling of -the pups.

L e

o _ The Sea . was runﬁlng'mountalns high e
. ! it made his stomach ache-, . .- .l "
.. he is not:like Newfoundlanders -

; the sea he CQuld not take.' '
' He brought down Mr.‘Webers\ A S .'{ﬂt\_fiy'u*‘
'like wike Miss ‘Bardot - ﬂ,*~“f- e v B

'*to-hoId a puppy in\her arms '

.\'l.. ) i

, -soon got fed up w1th their gaﬁe

“their. gas. was, gettlng short v o T T
and with'a .very. short said_ tale R
.back home they made a start. : '

a

e v

S .. ‘Farewell to Mr. Davies .. .
/ - Mr. Weber and Bardot. . = LN
e and don't come back-here’ any mqre S : -
-and. land upon our shore. 23.,ru‘, e o
¥ . ;?'; Mr Tom Goobre is- seventy-one years old, and is now
oy L retired from hlS life—long career as a ffsherman. He i .f
2 :f éyspent three springs at the ice, and his father was also \,_
. 5 \\ ’
.oal sealer., Like 01ayton Menchrons, his remarks about
\ sealing were brief but precise.,i...lt was hard work and'w
RRERCR SRR

ca means of lncome,ﬁ suggestlng not the adventure but theff~}:"V ‘

o o‘r N

treality of the occupation”l..;w“

\'- g Ve : . y Ly . RS
o i "'Tnis song was written in- the spring of 1977 after [*-?
y T _ . ~ N j, ,. o _’ AR L s V. .' ‘. ._
X ) ’ | ""-28 . " I
VA T Tom Goobie, Letter (April, n d.h 1978)..{“.N
L e v N ‘ ; e
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k.' S " Tom had ‘seen . a televised news program Whlcn reported
' . ' Brlan Davxes act1v1t1es in St. Anthony. He was angry . .~j
-? | and con51dered the. protesters- Stupld to try to Stop
i Newfoundlanders from kllllng seals. The c1051ng of- the
| -seal flshery, replaced by anarmltatlon‘fur lndustry, is-
Tom 'S . 1nterpretatlongof the protesters objectlves for’
1nterference.} He belleves the hunt may be threatened--al-f

‘ “more shlps and more Newfles" should become 1nvolved

“The Brlan Davles Song v 1s‘the only counter—protest

]-‘-. Lol e .C_'.-‘-:

expressmon I collected whlch ls also al narratlve docu— R | Lo

""-h' menting local events. Whlle Mlchael Butler s "Sealers'f‘f;.“tﬁjky

f;-;f;:i!ﬁrilh{ Send—Off " (see Group 3) 1s a- narratlve poem, lt lacks

the emotlonal, argumentatlve\qualltres whlch characterlze'@:fjgﬁfiab

' :counter—protest verses" As a locallzed event—speclflc
S R song, 1t is hlghly esoterlc to Newfoundlanders. 'In 1977, .

Brlan Dayles and hlS hellcopters were plcketed at the"

»

Vlklng Motel ont51de the communlty of st. Anthony. The
*

S Ve
e hundred RCMP off1cérs were sent to proteet Davies——the
'lﬁfjf,vé; crowd was forced to-dlsperse and Davres was able to fly

}to the Front.J-_‘f*‘“’

,,,'_..

‘.._'

‘ff,“ Franz Weber and Brlgette_Bardot were accessorles tO

the protest ln that thelr 1977 appearance was interpreted‘ i\*

Bardot protect;vely holding a Whltecoat pup, warjprlnted

}77 1n Parls Match and,other lnternational PaPers’%g DThe

?9 Paris’ Match (April i, 1977), covef and’pp.. 54 69

demonstrators Were angered»when a force of nearly one ff}'.rﬁyf,g‘::‘

by many as a publlclty ylmmlck. ,A photo portraying ?d{tf?{?ﬂ.yfff:
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prlnt served the protesters' caués but angered\Newfound—

” K

landers becauSe lt was. a fraud. The pup" was t 1e work o

" of a taxldermlst and as many have argued it oulg be

\

1mp0531b1e to hold a llve pup because of 1t‘s S arp BN h'}'

talons. R =" : '., T .“
S : . S .

Tom - Gooble concludes hlS song Wlth a Vehement o

shpre. HlS‘Vlew lS obviously one of dlsgust——that

'“foollsh“ Brlan Davmes should dare to 1nterfere w1th a
'-u',.. : ‘ -. . . EeH
tlme—honored act1v1tyopursued by "hearty“ crews ShOUld,

-~

VErses of Sympathy and Rep;oach -'ﬁifff*

Statements of‘appeal Whlch sollclt sympatny and

v J.
e .

\ compa531on rather than demandrng 1t through pralse or

blame indlcate the author has chosen a rhetorlcal stra—fl

o9 . .o, ‘..-. '. ..~' :.‘ . ) ‘JI.‘ . N
tegy‘whlch 151de11berat1ve rauaer than lmperatlve.;j7”j{,5f;g~_;§3 .
Questions of‘advantage'versus lnjury-—l e., do the proT Pl e

- r' ‘. N L .

esters ga1n at the sealers' expense, the social lmpllca—:fl.-:ﬂ'“




'probably never see these appeals, but they‘dé function

.
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natural* laws, and the protesters are hesééched to do
the same. ‘

‘The emphasis is on‘dialogue, as though the authors
believe they'might be able to dissuade the protesters if
they argue cohvidcingly. game—callihg'is reduced, and
more epergy is @évoted:to portraying Newfoundlanders as a

_ /
kindly, unassuming, yet dedicated people. Upfortunately,

. “the audience ‘(s) to whom the poems are directed .will

N

‘to -heighten a cultural iderrtity and enhance group soli=
/ D N

‘darity.
. . ¢ ’ - A ) N ' )
g EliZabeth Shegedown, White Horse (Yukon) - -
— - _
'“The Seal Hunt™ . o ' )r

o

Come all you people I'd like you to hear
The\ story of the seal hunt which’ took place this year
Now Brian Davies that publlclty-seeklng man’

Called come on gang, let's go to Newfoundland.

You know the seal hunt is about to begin

If we don't make trouble‘it would be a sin

Those Newfoundlanders are an awful bunch

Why.they even eat seal fllppers for lunch!

The people of St. Anthony cried what's going on

Who are these people.who ‘have come along :

They've said to the world, ‘let's put the Newfles down ‘

Because for the ice flelds ‘they" re outward bound .
- °

Now the life of a sealer is dlfflcult at best.

But for hundreds of .years have w1thstood the test

Of the stormy March winds and the treacherous ice floe

That have, foundered their shlps and sent them- below.

The. Greenpe;ce objects is to tne kllllng of séals
Saylng this slaughter is useless out on the fields

But their wallets are fat, their stomachs are full

While in their choppers they fly out of ‘theé “cold.

. ;o - N . L,
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They don't need this income like the sealers do

And never fed-their children with seal flipper stew
Davies quit his job when the money rolled in

From contributors whose sympathies he managed to win.
Now a song writer I Xnow I never will be

But I would be happy if I could help olle person see
That the Newfoundland Sealers aren't cruel men
only do what they must for a,living to,win.30

The letter I received from Mrs. Ben Sheardown is

worth reproducing almost in its entirety because it

reveals how an 1nd1v1dua1 ﬁay be motivated tpwards
r,

expressrve behavior. In this case, an event dhlch

/

/

stlrred her emotlons was the prlmary lmpetus\for wr1t1ng+—
ythe radio and her frlends were instruﬁéntal in the

act of submlttfng ‘the verse as a 3001a1 expre591on of

eounter-protest.

— . ot K

Marcﬁ 23, 1978 .
Dear Miss Lamson, '
Thank you for your very kind letter, it was a .\ -

'very pleasant surprlse...l have written one other poem

and that was on the occasion of the birth of my daughter.
I wrote it for a friend with whom I had a wager.

. Last- Spring (1977), the CBC Morning Side program
(Harry Brown. and Maxine Cook) sponsored a song contest
in which the-contestants could wrlte about anything they~
wished. I had no desire to enter. However, while .
waiting to pick up my son from school one day, I héard a -

.news broadcast. cqncerning the Seal Hunt, .Brian Davies,-

Greenpeace, ett. .It made me sO angry I decided to wrlte
down what I was feeling. ‘I completed all the verses the
same day ‘with-the exception of the last.one. I completed

‘it the follow1ng dayé but'Iwas never completely satlsfied
(0]

with it. T read it several of my friends and- they '
encouraged me to enter thé contest. T -felt' there was
iftle chance of winning because of the controversdial \
ubgect, but I:thought thére’ was a p0591b111ty that it*- o
might be alred as’ each week’ several .entriés were read on -
the program 1 felt it w:t a.great opportunity- to. '

express my views coast to toasti . However, it was newgr ..

'read and. I 'was dlsappOLnteQVWhen 1. received. a “form letter

~3°'Port aux-Basques»Gélf News (February 1, 137&), p: JSQ,:'\
. - -’\ - \ . '-_.. .'_..-,I"- - .'1"..‘ l‘_ B .;.' .

[
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}
thanking me for my entry. I then made copied and sent . )
them to my friends and family in Nova Scotia and Newfound-
land. In addition, I called a friend who, was a Greenpeace \
member and read her my poem. She protested strongly, '
saying hetr group did not object to the Newfoundland
sealers but rather the foreign sealers, and that their
only interest was protecting the seal from extinction. I
pointed out that the Newfoundlanders were bearing the
brunt of their objections. Even though she felt my views
were not accurate, she agreed that if I was correct than
the literature she was receiving from Greenpeace was
misleading. / »

mother (Mrs. Alva Keeplng) was pleased with the
poem and.said she would place itlin the paper this Spring. i
As I had heard nothing else I thdught it had gone unnoticed.
Although I had the satisfaction gf compliments from my*
friends, I was disappointed as I |had hoped someone would
want to lnclude ny poem as material in an antL—Greenpeace
protest,
' I feel that Greenpeace and Brian Davies launcned a
successful protest in Newfoundland simply because of -the .
very naturé of the Newfoundland people (warﬁ and unassumlng) !
Brian Davies had very little opposition in the beginning
because Newfoundlanders on the whole do ‘not concern them-
selves with the outside world. I believe that they truly
believed that no one would brand them as a brutal -and,
cruél people. However, by the time they realized that
this was actually happening, Greenpeace and Brian Davies
had already made enormous strides (unchallenged) in con- '
vincing the°world that this was the case., I feel that the
Seal .Hunt is. threatened by Greenpeace becduse they play on
the emotions of people like my friend who now regard the
baby seal as something akin to the human baby. These same
people would balk at the idea of eating baby beef if they / ;
were constantly reminded that calves were being killed f
dally to £ill their dinner plate. Most of the Greenpeace !
gporters are not truly aware of the vital part that the ;
t plays. in the lives of some Newfoundlanders. * - _ i
X was very pleased and encouraged when this spring ' §
a large number,gf people turned out to see the sealers off .
in the old traditional way. The campaign by the local h
government hopefully will have some good effect. I think '
films concentrating on individual sealers and their families
and way of life would force outsiders to look at the other
side of the story. W, .
When I wrote my poem I had hoped to make people C
think aboGt the seal hunt as a way Of Iife that has been
going on for hundreds of years and .th point out that the.
Newfoundland sealers were neither cruel nbr unfeeling men
. who killed for' greed or sport, but rather a breed of brave,
hard-working, proud men and that'’ to \condemn them without

.any real thought as to their 51tuat10n was to show ‘one's-
\

v
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own ignorance and lack of compassion for one's own
fellow beings. 0 ’
' To my knowledge, ‘no member of my family has ever been
involved in the hunt, although we always. had seal meat.
I have watched and talked with many young sealers who were
heading  for the sealing ships (many for the first time),
and although I was young myself at the time, I remember
the admiration I had for these young men because most of
them I felt were really frightened at gklie prospect of
heading out to the fields but never was there any mention
made of this by them, only that they had families who
were depending upon the income they would receive -at the
end of the hunt. It is indeed a crime that thesa same men
should now be "labelled as cruel and heartless men...
'Sincerely,
”» - , Elizabeth Sheardown
Mrs. Sheardown S 1etter conflrms and elaborates on
LY Sl Ll /)
the sentlments expressed in her poem. Wlth regard to the

' seallng protest, she 1s obv1ously commltted to the. effort
of restorlng a good reputatlon to the Nveoundland people.
. \ .
From the act of comp031tlon, her entry 1nto the contest

"for the opportunity to express my ylews from coast to

-

coast," the phone call to the Greenpeace \supporter, and

. sending copies of her poem to friende.and'family in Nova

Scotia. and Newfoundland, it is aﬁparent that,.: 1) she'
A A} A\ .

percelves the issue ag vital, and 2) she feels she may

: ~

have some ablllty to convey her message effectively. The

.objectlve is stated clearly at the end of her poenm:
\
"But I would be happy if I could help one’ pe*son see/ That
)
.the Newfoundland sealers aren't' cruel men/ Only do what

"they must-for a fav1ng to win." Thls is repeated in the

.letter'when"she admits, "...I had hoped“thatiéomeone.

2 ’ .\' ' L |' o 0
would want to include my poem as material ih an antir

A

."Greenpeace protest.™ . -

\
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~The tone of the poem changes as it progresses; the first-
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d/x‘he poem itself draws on the familiar arguments:
tra

. % .
ition, economic necessity, and occupational hardship.

-

two stanzas are rather light and playful, but the transition

is made through sobering‘images of “stormy‘March winds,"

"treacherous ice floes,"” and "foundered ships." Reproach

N

is her tone f:r protesters who earn easy money through

playing on the emotions of uncritical supporters.

.
-AlthOugh Mrs; - Sheardown claLms no 111u910ns about ‘her

RN

role as a vense—maker- “Now a Bong erter T know I never

2w11L bew" some of her comments suggest dlsapp01ntment'at
‘the lack of recognltlon or appreciatlon from anyone out51de

'her 1mmedlate frlendshlp circle. The statement ‘about the

}iability of a controversial topic for the radio poetry

o

~contest may have been her own personal way of preparing

herself for ‘disappointment.
***i—********#‘.*',******'-;\-****4-************** Ak hhhFdekdhkdhkdhdik

A N .

Rex Hemeon, Botwood ' \ :

It's ovér for 5nother year and the Greenpeace have gone
home.'

~But T bee/they 11 be back next year cause they won' t leave

us ne,
Theref 1l be uhcle Brian. Davies. and his hearty. women crew
It's: %Qet too bad these people can't flnd better'thlngs
"to )

~

\

LI

They ‘say we're awfully cruel because we kill the seal, =

I'd like to explain to them just how wé-Newfies feel.
We don't travel to. the ice flows. because Lt‘s so much. fun,
It's- just another way to have to 1ncrease our ‘income. '

My father, his father and grandfather before

They travelled to the Ice flows for:a hundred years or
more, - :

They left thelr famxlles home for months to\go and hunt

§

~

n
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the seal 3 .
You have ‘to be a Newfie to understand just how we feel.

We know the{“Mngs that happen ln this world that are
more cr

Because we are Newfies don t mean ve are fools,

How about the children that starve in other lands,

Let's think about the golden rule an/d help our fellow man.

'We realize the need to conserve. the things God gave to us

We got so many vears without demqnstration and such fuss,

- The vwhole world's guilty of neglect, yes every single man,

:We're not cruel the way some th‘:.nk ]ust because

So let your conscience be your guide before you judge our

Newfoundland. .

v - i

Now we alvWays have a welcome for anyone on earth
To come and spend some time with us ‘and See Just what
we're worth. '
You'll find our door's are open and our .frlendshl is fox
real. Ce o
ki1l
the seal. B

I was unable to locate Re)a Hemeon, s0 1t 1s :meossn.ble

_to prOv:Lde any biographical data or 1nformatlon about

prevmus verse-—maklng experlence The poem is a 1976

counter-protest exore531on, .as inferred throuah the

' 'reference.to Brian Davies' "heartv women crew." Davies

. coat if a woman protested \o_n/_lts behalf.
- : i . .

N

‘hired a number of airline stewardesses to go.to the ice

’

as part of his protest tactics, an act which both amused . .

7

and irritai:ed Newfoundlanders. The women were. expected

to enhance his chances of medla coverage and possibly
~N

disturb the sealers who m.‘x_ght hegitate to. club a white~ -

Economic necessity and tradition are the arguments

of fered to Justlfy the hunt, while ratlonaln.zatlon occurs

. \

with such references as: “We realu.ze the need to conserve ‘

31

NewEoundland Herald: '(Ani:il 14 .::l976) . pe 22,

T T e o
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t+he things God ; ve us/ We got 80 many years with_out'
demonstration and such fuss.” The cruelty issue 1s .denied
and there is a deliberate effort to restor.e a vpositi\hze
image to Newfoundlanders: "Because we'are Newfoundlanders
d\on't mean. §we are fools " and "You'll find our doors are
open and our friendship. is for real.

Through gentle reproach, the protesters‘ are req'uested
to be more reasonable and devote thee.r energies to more

demandlng problems‘ “How abo/ut the chlldren that starve 1n

other lands/ . Let's think about the golden rule’ ‘and- help

' \ .

our feLlow ‘man.

****************************************** **********‘*****

Hn Whlte, Cormack

N W 'I‘he Greenpeace Mission" ' \\__//

In the year Nineteen Hundred Seventy Five
The planning of the Greenpeace hit our news,’
The killing of the Seal, they would appeal,
They were coming to Newfoundland
To take a determined stand,
And with green dye, mark all the baby seals.
i
The Greenpeace group did reach St. Anthony,
Where the Northern Ice flows, and the Seals pass by,.
Not coaxked along, by po Pacific tide,
They were met; there, gy men of Iron will
In the season of the Klll, i
And- the misinformed soon recognlzed thelr prlde.

Cause its just another crop, ) R
That fishermen must harvest,” C
If the Fisheman must take a living from the sea,
© Its not fox the cruelty, or the blood, :
That a Sealer klllS a Seal Pup,.. :. , ) .
He's as Human; as chers, pretend to. be. : L

Its a Harvest that gives Dollars .--
To many..Fishermen of this Island, -
Their’ fathers, and . Forefathers before that SV

DL, Tt

R TP
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Its true, our Island has paid the price,
For the Seal-Hunt at the Xce, .

In hard,shi-p% and loss of Life, -

Our Island has paid for everxry ounce of fat.

But our Sealer, is a hard—working reaper,'
And if &here is blood on his hands,

‘Its part of his Livlihood, way of life,

He don't feel no guilt, noxr shame,

As a few, big City Snobs, may claim,

To Him its honest bread, forgetting strife.

All our Experts say the Seal Fishery,
Is in no danger, becoming Extinct,

‘So what was the Greenpeace commotlon, ali about.

Was it £&r publicity that they were gunning,
To keep the Donations incdoming, :
That - gJ.ves easy Bread and Butter no doubt.

Yet there-are so many Avenues, ' .
Where the blood of life flows free,
End the .good -‘Angels, /of Mercy never tread,

. AS’ the slaughterlng -is hidden, - \'
. And Intruders are forbidden, ’ : -
- To Photograph and show the world, the Dead. C g

Yet - they show the\bloody mov1es,

" 0f the Newfoundland Seal Hunt,

d try to tell the World, of a Barbarlc Man,
€re\s no justice, except in truth,
im not, a cold-blooded brute,

‘He appreciates being called.a Flsherman.

There are Ladies, so they say,

- who could not wear far of seal,
It would keep reminding them of cruelty,

Let the beautiful mink coat be the rage, . !
Do they “think the mink die: of old age, ' = ° \
‘And donate their hldes, to Soc:.ety ~

- —

Wben Conservatlon be the motto,

caise, ||

' Such Group's deserve .a.lot of praise,

But if its Hate of Killing, and love only for baby seals
Then they should get their: Angles. stralghter, T

As the Master of a freighter, 32
Now that they know, just how the Newfle Sealer feels. :

John White passed away in 1976 at the age of flfty—

nine. Hn.s widow replied to my letter and sald her. husband-

&

32

o ; :,.. L . . . . :".:'_ \ R
New’foundland Herald (May. 19, 1976), -p.-;.Z?.- '
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~crificisms of the opposition, ‘the emphasis is on justifi-
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had composed topical verses since the early 1940's, with
new5papei‘s often providing inspirational ideas. He com-
posed primarily for his own ;;er/éonal satisfaction, but he
often shared his woxk with fami‘ly- and friends. The Whites
knew men who nad gone to the ice, but no one in their
x.mmedz.ate fa.rnlly were ‘sealers. | \'
"The Greenpeace Mission \" belongs to the sympatnetic/

.ri‘r/z/crch category of verses. Although there!_are sharp
catlon and explam:.ng f'. . .Just how the Newfie S\ealer

feels.." The capltallzlng of key words throughout is an
.lntereetlng and un:Lque feature of th:.s partlcular poem. :

I do 'not have an explanatlon for ‘this pract:.ce, unless it

is intended -to 1ndgcate where stress should fall (1f : -
rec:.ted) ; O perhaps it reflects what Mr. Whlte felt to be
:!sn.gniflcant. ' ' . !

The poem begins .as a 'narx;et'i\ie;:—’the scene, actors,

and the action are identifiedw.-bixt it quickly becomes a
lengthy counter—protest exp'ress:.on. /’I/‘ﬁe temiliar arg'u-
ments are presented with repeated appeals fori'the fish-
,erman ‘s cause. The extmctmn theory is dem.ed-‘ “all oux
Expert'e say the Seal Fn.shery/ Is in no danger, beébmingB
Extlnct/ So what‘ was the Greenpeace commotz.on all about?".
The protest fJ.lms are c1ted as :Lnjur:Lous, and the unfal@-"

ness of. J.gnorJ.ng slaughterhouses as equally bloody and -

~ brutal isa complaint, Whlle Newfoundl‘anders have hu;nbly

[

struggled: "Our Island-has paid. f“or evell.ryil.ouxlig':ﬂé' of fat,” -
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protesters are reproached for their hypocrisy and greed
*********************************************************

GROUP 2: POETS AND PERFORMERS, OR, :
x THE RECOGNIZED AMATEURS ‘

.
o

This group acknowledges their special status as
verse~makers. They have received récogniti,on through .
limited pubiication and public performance and seem to
openly enjoy the opp‘o-rtunity to partieipate. T'nein verses

cover a varlety of toplcs--sometlmes a news event will
) \/
stlmulate a. compOSLtlon, or perhaps an espec.Lally strong
) - s
.emotlon or opln:.on w111 suggest a verse to them. On.-"

. occaSlon, verses are SOllClted by others who are famz.llar

w:.th theu work. Style 1s.flex1ble 1n th\at the poets are
‘capable offéxpressmg themselves serlously, satlrlcally,

and even‘frlvolously*, dependlng on the context.

\

Mary Maclsaac, Curling

4 , . . ,

" SWilin 5 1 77u

The ice moved down in '77

As in countless- years before. .

With it came storms and. hardship, ' ;
“For the sealers: leaving shore.

The harvest might be scanty, - .
Or it might be bountiful, .
‘But the moriey earnéd by honest sweat ) ‘
Is better than the dole. . '

They couldn’ t go out flshmg

With the.ice jammed tight on land,
But there, was meat aplenty, . N
Wlth ‘the seal pups’ right at hand , ’

And in their long tradition =~ . . - :

They walked/éut on heaving ice, T ‘
To er.ng in the March haxvest, - -~ . - .. . =
That is part of northern llfe. ' T,

et FTAYRL pn wier w wpw Mage o s et
S
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They knew the rules for killing,.

As lald down by our country,

It was not in their nature

To adhere to cruelty;

But they came face to face with foes
That differed with their stand,

Who tried to stop our sealérs, . e
And keep them on the land.

Degrading us, the Charlatans came,

With pockets linéd with gold. :

They came to save the "baby seals" @

In copters, and so bold.

They pushed around oux labourlng *men

Ignoring their invasion.

That .angry Newfoundlanders rose , L
To vo:.ce the'.u: mda.gnatlon. ' '

The strangers got protectlon,

', Frop our ‘province-paid policemen.

ouY men - lay prostrate on. the snow;

Aggressors waflked on them.'’

Our spa.rltual leaders spoke for. peace, .
And for civility..:.. . S0 7
But policemen held the sealers down, :
Ak the copters. were set free.

Descendents’ from the July Dr:.ve.,
And Vimy Ridge were there,

Who' spurned the ‘British insults
That were hurléd from.London Sguare,
The slander from the poison pen, -
Of Davies and his likes, ‘

Had branded Newfoundlanders,

And impared their natural rights.

Now we have "human babes" to feed, :

In the isle of Newfoundland, _ ST
This might be hard for sllckers, : .

From .outside to undexstand,

'We have “the elements to fight,. . .

TG earn “the daJ.ly pay; .

| ‘While parasites and hypoorltes,/ s

Take our good name away. | 3 L

Don' t come back Brian ‘Davies, o ' -

With your: i11-begotten goods, . o S
' And Greén Peace. folk,. , S T T T
. Don't foul our, shores, C S

Stay in your neck of woods .
“You can't expect-a welcome, _
From the people that you ve bled--

D e e




- Iite‘rary merit -of most of her work., she. enjpys‘wr;tlng,

I sent my . poem- to Richard: Cashin——and’ h/ard From h:Lm some
‘months laterl ~Had it publ:.shed in- the Humber L g ,(our
,weekly) , and’ it went ‘over well... - T .

: No one encouraged me to; nwrlte “Sw:n.lln '77," that‘ " “\

o | » - 154

-

Tis time you stopped your beggmg,
And took ™stock™ of your head.

Mary MacIsaac says she has been wrltlng verses s:.nce
childhood, "...when I caught the fever from my father and.
others who wrote verses on any unusual happening." " Nearly

1) -
seventy now, she describés her verse-making: -"...like

‘Paddy with a belly-ache——I"m all in apurts. There are

A . : . . . . \
. \ . . .
seme things that only a poem or song can justify'l "

The MacIsaac famlly has been 1nterested in tradJ:-'

t:Lonal culture for many years, partlcularly g‘;cottish _

'dan01ng and mus:.o as played in the Codroy Valley The ;'

S
P o . .

: famlly performs at festivals and concerts around the

\ - . -

: Prov;nce, and apparently enjoys the opportunlty to partl—- ',

c;Lpate w1th others on a seml—profe981ona1 level
Mary taught elementary school chlldren for many years
and put hex; verse—maklng talent to use making personallzed\

poems. for her students., (The collectlon was publ:.shed as

N

-

Newfie Rhymes)_. Though she has no J.llus:.ons about the

\
a.nd somet:.mes thlnks 1t pleases others._- ’

I am reprlnting a port:l.on of her 1etter wh:.ch

N,

descrlbes her thoughts about "Sw:x.lin 177 " as: well as '_ o

_' the emotions wh::.ch st:l.mulated the compos:.tl‘on-": E

It very\touchy about rlghts-—and Just saw réd, .

\\ S ~_.\ & ';’.

3ecitat;on (St. -,John's, -Noyember 13, _],‘_9"7'74) N

Y
» .

N
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L '-_;'_’_.Codroy Harbor and pulled 1t ashore—-over the, 1ce—-w1th a_ i
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~one thing you don't: get here—-you've just got to take the
bull by the horns yourself--even if you are a woman! I
have hada lot of requests. for this poem, and had dupli- .,

. catés made in order to satisfy. I sent one to the Toronto .
Star! I'm a bit shy about treking my work—-pe haps a..bit .
cowardly-~in my home they sort of think it'is/ a joke.

. My great grandfather in the Codroy Valley was a :
successful seal hunter,captalm.ng his-own, ship in the.1880's

" in"the Gulf fishery., - Later my~grandfather on both sides )
of the family pursued the hunt in the .Gulf of St. Lawrence.,.

- My father made his first and  last voyage at the\{ge/o_ﬁ,w-
- = "he @iq not 1like clubbing the ‘pup Seals, but it was“the '
custom to go“to the fishery ‘to prove,your manhood.” N
L My Scottish grandfather, John Glllls described to
“his grandch.l.ldren, over -and" over’ again,: the beauty“ of thg
- - sunrise.qn Easter. Suhday mornmg “and on_the Gulf. icefiel,

‘It was'a phenomena of ‘dancing llght. Although we young= ¢
sters got up: early ‘every Easter morn t:o see tne sun dance, .. __-(
e were -always dlsappoz.nted. fu . ' N

R The last seal-caught in. m: famlly was :Ln the 192015 .

- when .my brother’, “Wallace Gillis, killed 'a seal in'the: _.'_' 3 y

S string attached ‘to. the tall- . He' was ‘exhausted when he
" landed. ashiore and no- wonder-—-all ‘the’old 'timexrs had . a"
great time teas:.ng ‘him in going agajinst. nature in hauLing , y
. a seal aga:z.nst the grain-—you know " it" wouldn t sllp along A
- . the way he’ had :Lt rlgged up.l. 34 e Co. S I

-
-
xS

Mrs. MacIsaac thlnks tne protesters are J.nvolved only
because 1t is.a. 1ucrative busmess. "The protesters w1llf‘/) - -

get weaker as the vo:x.ce of truth gets stronger. Frank

. Moores and others dJ.d a g:ood job. . She earnestly

:belle( es th’at Newfoundianders should defen&‘ the hunt as

. ‘.{VJ.gorously as possmle, for-'- as stood our fathers, so

3

) ;-should we. . 4"

b e

_,.A\ RS .. oo "ﬂ e : B e ) ’ l

T “Sw:.l:m 77 ‘™ g a strong and emphatlc sgatement to '_:. . } "

" protesters and Newfoundlanders al::.ke. - In some respects, N

i '1t 1s a Call for uhlty and determlnatlon to protect a R I‘f'_; e
,} . \‘ . : - e

- 'traditiOnaL activrty from external disturbance.

Bl’.'ltlSh who partlclpated :l.n the protest' are chlded with SR S F
' 34 Mary MacIsaac, \I{etter }(Aprll 10 ~197a) e ;:;', ' ,::.::, <_.~\j__ .
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T .»recollectlons of the fJ.ghtlng Newfoundlandens who gal— . :
' antly gave the\lr 11ves for the sake of* their: ~freedom.' C
L R :
[ P Partlally a narratlve, _ the poem documents\SQme of the'-_
1 news—worthy event; of the .1977 protest—-—tne plcket 11ne .
Tt o around Dav1es hellcopters,the RCMP who demanded that
: S _' ' demonstrators dlsband and ‘the publlc meeting at tﬂe
; . Curtis_ Col].eglate HJ.ghg.«School in St Anthony.
A 4 Ll It is’ a. poem of praJ,se and blame, w.lt,h bltter accusa—- o
‘.',- ‘ "7 . '. :’ "._. ' '.\: . .o N o % -1 .

tlons IEVelled aga}.ns‘t the prot?sters and adm1ratlon for .
. g

N
w the sealers.. .,'I‘here 1s llttle doubt about her POB:Ltlon‘ R I P
e "Don teufoul our shores/ Stay 1n your neck of woods/ You .
L A ! '-_ . 0 gx\ SRR
ERITRIRPRSEE S can t expect a. welcdme/ From fthe.people that you ve bled b

R NS **********************************************************
, Angus Lane, Buchans e e T R R

SN e _"' T .l ..‘F -

: “Green Peace ,or. the WearJ.n 0l the Green" ':_’ - _' e

I S ' \ h . N ’ o .
. . , All ye who know of" sealerse nrave attend both young and old
N ok "I Feel it ‘is my duty this gtory .to unfold - o
K ok -\About these. ,Green ‘Peace people ‘their. dastardly scheme - _
L L , Fo. have our lltt].e wh:.tecoats a{vearn.n -0t the gi‘een.
L That furry 11ttle creature w1.th 1ts coat of snowy whlte B
L /To the sealers; hard—earned money as __the elements they
R L flght S ‘ LT
e L Where s our M. P. is? '-—'Our Govermhent? Why don\t they ;
; - i TP intervene:
ok - .To. prevent odr wh:.tecoats from awear:.n o
’ ' Let s dere them back across the Gulfr—clear
u S~ 1and ! LT
{ ‘ . ... Ah’ yes me boys theyfll r_ue the ‘day
D 3 . foundland Lo ] T L
Ao e e We 11 lall: know your color then 'twlll be yellow not bright”
N I green . ' : .
S ;\?' /They: w0uld \n‘ot dare to have dur seals awearin' o'
el T green. Fh o e Sl
o
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We have our muzzleloaders, the 12-gauge and the gaff
We can blast-them all to kingdom come and then sit back
and laugh
At their crazy antics as they scamper from the scene
Where they would have the little ones awearin' o' the
green. ’

1

; , .
-Man should not foul with nature's way but let it take it's

course. ) . '
God's plans we should not tamper with nor should we

doubt their source
Let's spray Brian Davies green——-that's what he is ‘twould

seem. ‘ ’ > 35
Then we'd have a limey awearin' o' the green.

Aﬂgus Lane is fifty-six years old. Born in Fortune

Harbour, Notre.bame.Bay; he worked.as a heighmaster'for
AN - C o o ) ' .
twenty-one yeéars, and prior to-thet, he worked.as a ware-

house checker. He has written verses since boyhood--.:

' mostly satirical, for'perSOngl.satisfaction and' the amuse-

ment 6f‘hi§’friends. Recently, Breakwater Books, Ltd.

released a 12" LP. of his songs written about the Buchans

minérs' strike (Cqme Hell ornﬂigh Water, Breakwater 1001).

Angus" attitude’tdwards'thérprotesters is that they -

Q

are unemployegd, publicity-éeeﬁing'indiyiduals who are

using the sealing issue as an easy way to earn money. He

thinks the protesters should be ighored; and believes tiie

Provincial government's 1978 pro-hunt campaign was-success—

v

S .
The song reprlnted here was wrltten for a variety _

show preseﬂted in St Theresa s parlsh on St. Patrlck'

Day, 1976. The formulaLc openlng:."All ye who know of

-)

sealers brave, attend both. young and fld,“'ls an 1ndlca—3‘

A . | N

35

Angus’ I:afié . J;étte.r (apra1 1o xlé'??e)-.- e

.
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tion the song is intended for a sympathetic audience.

5 "Our little whitecoats,“lsuggests a sense of propriety
ﬂ which is repeated in the final stanza: »God's plans we ? X
s . N -
3 i should not tamper with nor should we doubt their source." \ :
Thé retaliation threats, albeit facetious, imply that ;
S N : 3
v sealers take thelr work seriously' and will not tolerate -?'
foolishness indefinitely. Normally, such threats would KR
’ - . ) ' , . X ' I‘.
not[be-amusing, but in this context t+he satire is immedi- B f
" . ) : . N " . N N ' ‘
oo LT . ately discernible. reVersing the protesters' plans, |4
< N 7
. : : 3
i i. e., sPrayIng them w1th~the dye 1ntended foxr- the seals, i
i . P . \
v : . ;
él . the author speaks for- Newfoundlanders 1n the expre551on : 1
i N : of hostlllty IR ' A : . -I
i : - N, . , N
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FANRE . * Michael Butler, St. John's _ -
-:9. . . A ~ - .
v e "One Sealing Ship from Newfoundland," (1975)
\ In former. yeaxrs great ‘fleets of ships N ,
: \ % To the icefields' used to go .\ ' A )
; Job Brothers and the Bdbrlng firms: . :
. , Adventurous spirit did show d
P . ™ Great ShlpS like Beothic, the Neptune and Kyle S A
b : Each sprlng to the ice, they"d be there in. good style. . :
'§ I The Bloddhound and the Southern'’ Cross:_ | : -
T -+ - mhe Viking, Labrador . S - o L \ -
X o The Eaglé and the Algexine - - . -:1,{ :
H v ' The Newfoundland .and more '~ . B L
3 \ - Great shlps such as these were the: prlde of our Isle-

‘
e ——
B

Each aprlng to the dce, they\d be. there in -good’ style.

But oW today £rom Newfoundland ?;f ﬁf,ﬁj;'f _ T
- To-the icefield just .one snip : . = - . . L e
'Her. destination is the Front - S S s

?'gwtmm-y':-
: ¢
s
¥

){ S - Perhaps she'll make one._ trlp L e ‘ i. P i

i o A shdame doés it 'séem with.the ‘séals raund our coast Lo :
8 "+ “ That only. one. shlp can hunt seals’ at: the\most.‘; T
.é" . Lo /(contlvueds ' _..‘:F‘ - 'f 7Q3j5“fej-fﬂ~f: AR
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- Yo, have no business to come. here
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The merchants now have lost the drive
Their former traders had : :
When the pioneering spirit lived N g
In years when times were bad N :
No risks they will venture or small quota’s take

Less paying. returns on their seal hunt they make.

With meat and fish so dear to buy
It seems an idea good . h 3
To send more ships out to the ikce - - T

And process seals for food - tf/r*\
With Newfoundland so near to the seals when hey come
It seems just a shame that we only take some. o LA

N .
If other nations kill oux seals ,
Why not our ships the same?’ SN
Why let Norweglans £i1l +their Shlps?
Where is our pride. and Shame?. .
They have to cross ‘Oceans; . great outfits to buy,
' .Yet we: near -the harvest, let our seal fisnery die. ~

ot
~.

"The Greenpiece Intrusion,“ (1976)
. -
The G;eenpépce crowd, we say to yOu
Before it -is too late _
Don't come out here to Newfoundland
To stop our sealing date
~Don't try to stop our fishermen
From killing seals they need |
To make a living from the sea; .
To warnlng such pay heed.
Few seallng shlps are now engaged
So seallng hérds ‘have grown
Not_ like in' former days of hunt -
When fabulous kills were known. L .o '
.-The seals must! be in millions now - oA
Off the Funks and ‘to. the ‘south . .« - -~
" .WhelVships so féw go ‘out to kill SN Py 0
50 why do Greenplece pout. L T ' L

P

~ The seals ‘are’ not’ yqQur own L S SR
' 50 keep your green dye- to youpselves - Cod
-And wisely stay.at home™. '. - ", o~
our . fishermen will watch for you “,;~
. Don't’ letithem. see your dye . . UL UL el
¢ :Por if they catch.you usimg it .~ v 7
“You may 's" well say “GOOD BYE. S TN

(continued) A ”ﬁ ‘ﬂff . ol -fliil‘s37\ﬁj,:
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We hope the Federal Government

Will enforce its regulations

To stop this interference

By the Greenpiece Dye Foundation
Those busy bodies we don't want -

. And neither do the seals

"So stay at home you Greenpiece yripes,
Keep off from our Fcefields.

"Leave Us'in Peace," (1977)
Boo, boo to you Franz Weber,
Brian Davies and Greenpeace,
Go back from whexre you came from last,
59\‘let us 11vg 1n peace._

, / Who wants your presence here
e - You interfering crowd .. .
"Go- home:and never: come. back agaln“
We warn you good and loud
We're really come to something
i To sofmething that s new
i When ‘foreigners must come in here
i And tell us what‘to do.

.,q'

" And give:the seals a human cult;
A worship all their own,
‘A foolish sense of worship tralt,
‘With extreme overtone.

- What arrogance and dastard face, N
To come a second year, &

N ‘ To try displace an industry,

Our ﬁishermen hold s0° dear'_
. )
_ Fon: seallng is our way of llfe
NN 'Howhdare you interfere! : Y

. From-animals: killed you get your meat_"

_ And fur"on the coat you Wear.
. b” No oné- from here goes’, to your 1and
‘7o interfere w1th‘you o,' o
““He’ wpuld be fined:‘ox. put in Jall e
And be told Just what ‘to do.’ S

S \'But you 80 bare-faced end 80 bold
Come here fbr confront 1on,

BN
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Our sealing hunt is lawful,

Conservation we uphold; : )
We kill seals the most humane way, "o

Not what the films told. :

So Weber and the Greenpeace crowd,

Brian Davies-and his crew; :

Your time engage for better use v
Find better things to do,

Stay home and fight abortion

Injustices and crime

Try fighting hunger for the poor /
Thén for seals no fighting time. )

\ ' . \
"Send-Off for Our Sealere,“ (1978)

-Desplte ‘the: cold and blustery day
It didn't keep, the/ crowds away
From Dockside St. John' , 'twas sufflce
~ Four..ships were: leav1ng for the’ ice. . )
- A good send.off with hearty cheéer co .
.‘Prefaced by service, band and prayer
The clergymen were there. w1th grace
As -the blessing of the -ships took place
Hal Andrews chairman's job did lend
Saw program fulfilled to the end:
It seemed tradition born anew
With the public cheers for Shlps and crew
With rousing animation grand
'Twas a glorlous day for Newfoundland

The TV crews and camera men
- *Were backing .ships anfl crews we send S
Recording for the world. to see '
The importance of *our seal industry
‘And while proceedings went with pride
The "Norma Gladys" she did glide
Across the harbor gracefully
To make sure. things went smoothly
Back on. the wharf wkile thousands cheered
A protestor Elliot did appear . . _ . . \
He got into a. fighting spree -0 -
And was.taken into custody .
‘ The police were quick with sturdy hand
To, make: protestors undexstand
Thelr stuhts to stop our men:did fail ,
And ‘soon- they'd land themselves in jail.’
And Captain Johnson spoke so.plain . °
And proudly thanked the crowds who came:
"He knew'the people's hearts were true . .
For W1sh1ng well thelr Shlps and crew (continued) . -

\ -
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The captain really felt enticed

To be going again out to the ice .
And Premier Moores in parka red .
Stood on the platform bare of head -
While strong wind blew and snow whizzed by

He wished the sealers, Luck, Good Bye.

While bells did ring and whistles blared 36

The ships out through the Narrows steered.

from "So Many Snags for Newfoundland," (1978)

. -+And now our Newfoundlanders have to fight

to hunt our seals

They are snagged by opposition by the
Greénpeace howls and squeals; .

They are snagged by Brian Davies who has

. . joined with ohe to strive,

Who “claims "he; killed 12,000 seals and . )
sklnned the pups\éllve... 37 -

\ .

\_o.

Rl
v

,[. .' .' ... . . ‘: .. o .. . - X
" Michael Butler was born in Bristol's Hope, Concep-

tion Bay, “shortly after the first World War;": He is

retired now after devoting his working years to a teaching
. N . \
career. \ :
\

A prolific writexr, he reasons why he composes for a

vaniety-of purposes- "...to ekpress my viewsi to see them’

1n prlnt (not too proud), to create enjoyment to keep
13

_ my mind at work and not let it become rusty; to bear

s
w1tness to God’and to my country, to be of some.help‘

in addlng to our Newfoundland songs and tradltlon, it's
a great pastlme when 1ndoors, and finally, i LIKE DleG '

) £y o o l;l'“') - .
Mr. Butler wrltes aboutmall,%ubjects-that.interest

36 Mlchael Butler sent all the .poems (with the excep-
tion of the last' example)’, w;th a very detalled letter, on

)

Evenlng Telegram (June 16 1978), p. 6.

'March 30, 1978, . L

37
|
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him, and his own listing inc%Pded:"war, nature, outer
T

space, politics, religion, Remembrance Day, peace, vandal-

ism, abortion, education, Christian Brothers, tributes,

entertainment,ﬁchristmas, Lower ChurcPiLl, Quebec, etc.”
He writes mostly for personal enjoyment, but he shares
many of his compositions with his family and frequently
submits letters~to-the-editor with poems to accompany his

thoughts. Thrée archival sources have files of his work--

4
the Newfoundlarnd Histoiical Society, the'public library
(Arts and Culture Center, St.‘John's), and the llbrary at

the Newfoundland Teachers Associatlon. o

\ Mr. Butler s verses have been pub%yshed 1n the N. T A. .

journals, the Newfoundland Quartkrly, Cap-and Gown, the

ne

Muse, as well as in local newspapers.
© While living at St. George's Court, St. John's, Mr.

Butler made the acquaihtance of Cecil Moulandilone of the

)
il

survivors of the 1914 Newfoundland disaster and this ,

friendship may account for the author's continuing . -

interest in the seal{fishegy. ‘He says, "I wrote those
‘verges about the seal protesters to ‘strengthen and

. ' . ., . \ . s - . ‘ . '
support Newfoundland's stand in its defense--of the seal.

T

hunt, ahé for the'enqument I get\in knowihg I have helped.

] [ A AR \
If my verses.activated otliexs to participate in anti-
' \ T A b
protest activity, in'any form’(apart from violénce orfill—

leqpl klnd), so much the, better, but\I hardly know that.,

Perhaps they were not taken that serlously "
. A e .

v . K ~
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A chronological analysis of Michael Butler's sealing
verses is useful -because it demonstrates how his attitude
changes. In the 1975 verse, he laments the passing of a

tradition and suggests that apathy--on the part of mexr—

.. chants and the government—-1is responsible for the 'decline

of the fishery. He uses his verses to communicate his
.own personal values, w1th empha51s on 1ntegr1ty,\courage,
and duty towards hlstory and tradltlon. "One Sealing
Sh1p from Newfoundland " utlllzes a famlliar'folksohg

feature—-lt presents -a catalogue of famous seallng shlps,

e
lest the publlc forget the past. It is really a protest

b

: expre351on as’ 1t descrlbes and Crlﬁlcizes a contemporar?

-problem, and it lacks the indignation and argumentatlve

qualities of the 1976-78 verses. .
. . Y . . /
"The Greenpiece Intrusion " (1976), marks a shift in

A}

Mr. Butler's attitude. Although he makes reference to

the reduced sealing fleet, the no longer chides New-
foundlanders for their lack of support. While_acﬁnow—.
] .

ledging. the consefvation issue, he reasons there must be

more seals than, ever before because each year, fewer aré(

Blaughtered ' He admOnlshes the “Greenplece Dye F0undat10n“

to stay at home, threatenlng that\the flshermen w111 be
watphxng and’ lf’they catch. them u51ng the-dye, "Ycu may"'s

welllsax'§66Q~BYE:". In a sense thls lS curlous begause
Mlchael qutiei'ls a very rellglous man who has no- told'.
erance for.ulolence or 1llega1 act1v1t1es. The verse
gunctlons td}assert Newfoundland's right to pursue\the .

u

Y
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hunt . and boldly states: "So stay at home you Greenpiece '
. gripes/ Keep off from our icefields." The/rhetoric.is

unmistakable--"our" icefields and Greenpiece "gripes"

suggest. the author views the conflict as unjust and irre+ 3

spon51ble. .

By. igfﬁ Mlchael Butler's attitude towards, inter-

ference by outsiders was indignant, incredulous, .and
4 ' . = . ' A

explici . “Leave us in Peace " not only documents the

-

pr1n01pal actors of tH/tETotest ‘(Weber, Dav1es, and Green--

\ S peace—-by now he has correc ‘d/hls spelllng) ’ but also 1s
'_ derlvatlve of a speeqh made by Richard CashJ.n, who

suggested that seal—worshlp was becomlng a new cult. ME. -

DI : { .
sl ) Butler ‘condemns " forelgners“ % have the auda01ty to try ,
(_ » ' to tell others what to'do when ;{injustlces are rampant 1n

theJ.r own homelands He refers to the confrontatlon in

)

St. Anthony, and later on the 1ce, 'when sealers were pro—.
)

N

voked but prohibited from reacting. ThlS poem is the most

w

o ' ‘& -emotional of his sealing’ series -.and possibly. is ithe most
! ' : o spon aneous, defiant outburst of frustratlon and anger.

_that the author kcould allow h;.mself t0 ‘make.

. ) ‘ The follow:.ng Ma:cch, (1978), Newfoundlandnrs ral}led\ .
\ . M ) v ) . . . ’ -,
s > to demonstrate their supp\ort’behmd the sealers, “Send- :

: ? > '
R e Off for Our Sealers "‘ issa narratlve account. of- the

ol ] L events of Sunday, March 5, 1978. ‘It is. a verse celebra-' o ?
. " kN / - ’ -.
FOCER tij (\theg unity of Newfoundlanders and the;Lr determ:matlon . b
‘J’} . S - N . N )
1-.6 i‘ev1ve a faltermg custom. Mr. Butler 1s obvaously e

.S -I
" N N . B : i .
‘.\ O S R RN R . . . A . /\! Ot
o A . '|._ . ; . . e Y A i o
. N s B .. . . .
i
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\

pleased with this renewed public spirit and the poem
- - .
conveys this sense of approval. !
Later in the Spring, the author submitted a poem to

the Evening Telegram entitled, "So Many Snags for Newfound-

iand." It is a lament for all the ill-fated projects and
economic‘disappointmepts experienced by the Province, but
he tries to encourage his readers to struggle on aag/be
faithful: "But fight, we will, we won't give in, our

future is at stake..." The sixth stanza makes reference to

the seallng controversy and- rebukes the Newfoundlander who

"turned agalnst hls homeland to work\w1th Brlan Davles (Ray

i

Elltht) The tone is resxgned and somewhat bltter——the

LA
anger of s me/of his earlier verses has d1551pated.
}-
khkkkkkhhkkk ﬁ***********************************************

GROUP 3: PUBLIC_VOICES

.Nish Collins, Art Scammell, and John'crosbie are

.

familiar names to those who have access tO'the printed:

and electronic media. They are reCOgnlzed "yoices" of
A

the people, whose energles and careers are lntlmately/tled _

éo preserv1ng and supportlng the 1nterests of Newfound—
~ @

landers. They are artlculate, self-conscrous spokesmen

for a large and often anonymoe5400nstItUEHcy Argu1ng
/
from a common rhetor1cal base, their verses are truly

ultural statements whlch transcend soclal boundarles and

3

\.
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Nish Collins, St. John's

g ¥

"Our Lips are Sealeg"

A little late for Premier Moores
to make his overture

When horse is stolen it's too late
to lock the stable door

The damage is already done

by Davies and Greenpeace

Bardot acted out her part

"zees cruelty" to cease.

That was the tine for Premler Moores
his office-to assert . ~

b

It's much too late, the damage done,,

our seal hunt -has been hurt.

. Protesters should have been’ denled
' . the access to the Front.

. Instead of curtesies.:to them

i‘we should have ‘been more blunt

"Greenpeace Weber, anti-hunt
' proponents got for free -

A coverage quite ill-deserved
through our stupidity -
In letting them-advance so far,
what they said wasn't true

A challenge to the media 38
let's see what you can do.~ "

*Mammals and Men"

This Brian Davies, Who is he?.
Who makes'waves of publicity .
And pitch emotional emnploys

To make a multi-nation noise -
Face" value the.remarks he made

‘With manner confident displayed
'Revealing questions none did ask

Of ‘any background for his ‘task.

' In what did Davies graduate .
Why to ‘seals did he gravitate

Could he have attained his. degree
From Synthetlc fur: 1ndustiy
A mammal.‘can't equate with, man

'“'A_llfe state there's 'no-higher- thanuf 3

What's' all this talk of: "baby seal“l

When making a tear Jerk appeal o
A "pup" is- thlsAyoung mammal 8 due

167
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Then why creation misconstrue b
All form of growth, life-land and sea
. Were 'made, then man, crowning glory
\ Zhe other forms of things alive
Desxgned to help humans survive
Through slick promotion harm was done
Big quebtion, is there anyone
_Who can dig up the Davies deal

That makes him expert on the seal.39

\

' Nish Collins is a regular columnist for the St. John's.

baily News, writing the "Rhymes-of the Times " column since
S * :
.19713- When I asked him what he thought hls rhymes accom-.

0 ".vpllshed« he replled .._communlcatlon. Somewhere along

PR B q};the route I hope to touch all my readers._ Through the conﬁfi”“‘

. I
c ciseness of my wrltlngs, I feel 1 can empha51ze ‘a certaln.

.l o
)

'n toplc Ch Althqegh Mr. COlllnS clalms to have ho favorlte

A

_ )-1&- «urlters, he\recalls readlng Edgar A. Guest as a boy.= "I."'

" do not model my ertlngS afe?r anyone, the spontanelty of

. S
. R 1\ wrltlngs makes them orlglnal " : .

, Vo ’
The “Rhypes" are always topical, usually commenting

: o
on local issues. Sometimes' they are political Mhile :

”.°

others are more neflectlve and personal comments._ nghly
esoterlc verses, appreélatlon of the("Rhymes" requlres
?a famlllarlty w;th local personalltles and events. In a

sense, they are edltbrials 1n verse format .

-? "U‘ C hunt pub11c1ty tour- in. early 1978.u The effOrt to tell

(January 10 1978), p..4; ";'fvﬁT i

\'.

Dally News (Eebruary 27 1978). p- 4. ;fﬁiﬁuf

s -

N -

'\\w =“0ur LlpS are Sealed" refers to Premler Moores pro— '

N

the "facts" was extremely costly and many Newfoundlanders g':”
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N - were skeptical about‘its‘success. The government had .been
- .slow-to enter the controversy in‘previous years, aud the
blits media bampaion of¥1978 was perceived by some as a ;
. bolitically—motivatedﬁseheme. The media's role in giVing
7 ) coverage to the protesters was ahbther area of frequent
/ criticsm*—many observers believed the issue would.have
_ \ faltered several years earller had the press refused to :
.( \ ' SN

wpart1c1pate.

- "Mammals and Men,"J's :'e SpElelc ln 1ts appeal

N i;75'::Through pornted questlonsv-"Thls Brlan Dav1es, Who is Hez," .7 1

et 5 .‘Colllns argues w1th the famlllar rhetorlc of counter-», ”7'f' S S

II\”protest. Dav1es 1s satirlzed as a zealot thhout

"authorlty, and the seal hunt 1s Jmstlfled by reasonlng :
TN
that “...man, croﬁnlng glory/ The éther'forms of tHlngs
allve/ De51%68d to help humans surv1ve.“_ It is the only
. - - _verse in thls collectlon whlch cites. lelne\sanction as ‘
' r N : \ »

L b -« the ultimate Justiflcatlon for the hunt.,ng , _
:' ' o o, ' *********** **********************************************.

§ John Crosb ey St. John s - ;;&‘77. ha

: R - . A o PURURT R
X . - We . got your message on tiie: seals,-; R SN fﬂ-wa'f"I-\
i . .. .7 ... From .whom we get sqie - fur and meals;: L U = B
- ' /. You ask us for a’closed séason. @ . o
. Without' you g1v1ng cogent reason..,l,,ff TR g
" You say you hate to have seals die,:_g-.ui et
N ‘Whlle pigs ‘and’ horses -in’France:expire,.. Ty
e ":Whlle Snails. and: geese and:- frogs .and " cattlew & - L RS N
D Every day ‘die. with ‘the French .death rattlelftizj; R RO M
» -And.whag., about ‘your tortured goose. B S SR AT N VEN
‘. ~'Force-fled until-hig:liver's: loose, TN ERTE S e e e e T
f=;Ready for. the foie. gras bopst! R N T ;ﬁt51gﬁkrj.sf;

[ D O

ffYour tears for seals do not impress RO

L

vl

=
-
-
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f
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C . " ol

;ﬂ\fu~cerned that the antl-hunt campaign w111 cause the decline

R
. fa good laugh about a- subject whlch ord1nar11y i not very

r),-.',a. i
f ; -

. amu51ng. "umf ".5;,, Lo g fUeT T [ f'h

.0 R
: Although he has no close frxends or lmmedlate rela—~

. A \-,- .

tlves who ever\went to the 1ce, the Crosble famlly sent
\

-shlps regularly untll the Slr John Crosble and Cheslex A. ,”5

'Crosbxe were retlred.from seallng actlvltles. As a“New—”
_\-f D '

'1-foundlander who promotes industry, John Crosble 1s con—}'

}f:'of pelt Pr1CES and"bonsequently hasten the closure of

\,r R \

a the flshery.3 He does not argue romantlcally and his

L . "

H{f reasonxng lS based on strlct marketxng princlples.f??if%'

PR

i PR
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Until French sins you do confess; ’
. This offer should give you a thrill.. )
' Abolish for-a year the Frenchman's kill = o |
" - Of horses, geese, frogs and-the snail: SN
Of nuclear testing, stop that tale: oo
Preserve the grape, don't make the W%ne, : _
aAnd we will leave the 'seals behind. ' S
Now France should learn that ancient truth, :
That tit or . that 'is always couth. . .
You eat. ydur snails-and fxdog's legs dlgger, , .
But:I will stick w1th rum and fllpper ’ :
John rosble, Member of Parlrament St John 5 (West),.u._f3='
s ‘a career pollt1c1an, ﬁhd wrltes se occasxonallydto”“x
”-...amuse myself and the audlence is" ueuall Just a few
\frlends. } Wlth thls satlrl \ oke'to Brlgette Bardot,,‘.
: Mr CrOSble s verse-maklng\went public, and he prov1ded
. S ., ~N - wH -:. S ) .
'the House of COmmons and hlS Newfoundland constituency w1th ,;-:ggﬁ?»'*
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: ®
f; \ appearance with Franz Weber andﬂprian Davies im 1977

iz . stimulated a lot of angry commentary. In some reepecte,

%. this verse belongs to the celebratory/condemning category

R . ) . o ¢ ‘ . “. )

: « because it argues for fairness and justice through counter-

f; ) § acCusation and defenee; As an'amusement, cqmposed\s éL "i..'é‘
B A ' ".” whatc@h1m51cally, it may be cla951fled as ep;delctlc'\ 'y

: <~ ;_'rhetorlc.: f TR ; A ‘f'.', )
SO ' i;*'aw*******_;&é}tn**;\-)'c'*_i*.**;ki**j***;**-*-ﬂ*,*-{*k'*‘a‘k*_-*.*i***‘;**;%****

: \ . ) . . . ' N . l‘ A . ’ \ . -_' .. ‘A , !; . ) ) . - .
R ' . Art Scammell,.St, John's - v . , .
o : "a Sealer's‘Song“ ) ;™ ' p

£ ! : , -

¥ g . i M.
C i Come all you Newfoundlanders and llsten to .

_ _ ‘my song : o

gn : - 'About St. Anthony's v1sators from "away" and -

¥ . \ "upalong” ;. g \ o ‘ i
o, N Theré were movie types and medla types and —

ok Mounties some-'fivescore,. ' . - o

L If we.were bent on v1olence\they a need a N

’ hundred more. | -
. .. v L ¢ ’ ' ~ Ca e o N

4; e B , They are out to ban the seal hunt and this they N
i . . ., - - mean to do, 7 . Lo LT

! , Brian:'Davies . and the - Greenpeacers and arl tth ' T

A , .. their motley .crew; .- - "

o . This year: theymve got Franz Weber w1th pnony N .

. - v fur to sell-" " , ‘ ’

: v A bleedlng heart . from Sw1tzertind who thlhks ~ " e

“ ' he's w1111am Te}l - LT - o
'2‘~ s fThey say, the seals are threatened but the ' } hd % . ﬂh .
AL . :evidence 18 clear,- L : i T o
i - . . h quotas. carefully controlled, of that there ;;\”f _ A
¢ o .‘i ono- feary. .. ~“‘f“f'5ﬂﬂ'7glﬁ‘,{
\g ; - A-jwe ré the. endangered spec1es who 11ve hy '~ ?;f"f’i”d:”l‘ff*t»:
cA e e e coastal .seas, . el - :
42_ o S We kill: ‘the. SEal as we kill flSh to feed our e
T ’ . ﬁamilies.ﬁﬁ"

S '

e .

. « on to the,'whip

.',', Ly Md Waa dunked :mtoﬁ{-,he water by the J:olling

S
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)

We had a job to save- him in all the fuss and
racket,

») But' I bet his pelt wouldn't have bean worth as

N

S

much as a Ragged Jacket. | 3

When Brigitte said in Paris‘she cuddled a .
whitecoat dear,

. Sure every swiler in the land he grlnned -from
ear to ear;

He knows from- long experlen e, she ] pllln"on
" the. lies, [
A real whltecoat s talons W uld have slashed

her*face and -eéyes. - Tﬁ . o \

They call us. cruel, barbarlc, huntlng seals
just.'for the" thrlll——-“u-
These ,pampered city slickers that a day's
hard work would  kill; '
What ‘do they know of challenges of storm ‘and
sea and ice |’
dare the bleod to answer and to pay the
er,s' pnce? AR

They re out for front—ﬂhge stories, they ve
come so far “to roam.

'And blood on the: ice w1lk.show up well on T V.,

. screens bagk ‘hone;

They know their medf$4 bosses have pald good
money out . . : :
If they don' t send " "]ulcy" storles thelr jObS
are “up ‘the, spout "~,;w e e N
There 8 many thlngs we don t appr0ve ln
countrles far aWay.

How people act and dress and talk and how
they earn thelr pay,

. [‘.__;‘.-'

_up.-childr}) n\too, 05,
To foxce, ur v1ews on other folks as these do—

Our governments must keep‘these types from §3»;ﬂ

o of £ the’ whelplng iee, D " Y

\Or there 11 be. tragedles\to tell—-we re men,v
.not: frlghtened mice;.:
We menit more protectlon than

"motlon on

\

172
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We sure would 1like to rescue her from an ' :
angry old Dog: Hoad;.

.But the Arctic floes are not the plack, Yvette,

to use your -wiles,'

We're ndt spruced up for cojirtin' when we'zre

out there peltln swiles] ¢ , ' S

\ N
We have to ‘take from nature whate er the
seasons brlng, s ,
‘We're' fishermen in: summer and sw1lers in the sprlng,-
'If you' ‘don’'t’ approve the seal hunt, you have a

'.rlght %0 ‘say. .

But when" we. qo-out on the 1ce, don t try to bar\

*.our way..- Tl o R .._".: A

S0 here’s a he 1th_to~Romeo, who*took the
‘sealers'’ partfa-

He stood up ;o protesters, he has our cause at - | .
heart; R
And raise your glass to Tommy Hughes who

-tells it like he knows,

Ahd don't forget ‘Rick Cashin when you re®

culling friénds from foes. 4

\
A

Born in Change Islands, Art Scammell is one: of the -
L
most beloved songwrlter—poets of Newfoundland. He holds.
o ) N
a B A. degree from MCGlll Unlver51ty, an M A. from the ; v

Unlver51ty of Vermont, and an honorary Doctor of LawS\~?f:h'
from Memorlal Unlver51ty.‘\R M..howbray, Unxver51ty .’p
Orator, saldi'ﬁ the. candldate at the Sprlng}\1977, con-iJ\
vocatlon-~:...here is,a bar a poet and writer, a'-_--ufﬁﬁﬂ »7:5‘

teacher.eﬁ a 11vyer whose\devotiOn to Newfoundland has Til?
o : o

heen tempered by'.

1970 HlS most popular'song,.“The;Squld—Jiggln‘ Ground,“hfifj
: X R S e T
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- v

. has the distinction of being considered by many as the

] ?

1
unofficial anthem of.NewfoUndland.

\

Y E
“A Sealexrs" 1Song, " like many protest songs, ‘has ‘been

s - adapted to a famlllar tune--in thlS case, the popular

oo "Old Pollna. The author dra&s on all three rhetorlcal |
R . ST " g Cs

'{"' ' strategles to convey hlS oplnlon about,the seallng contro- <\f:,

1 ,t | - ? lnversy, He celebrates sw;lers for thelr 1ndustr10usness, e
R SN s , - Sy

Lo ' and condemns the protesters as:. w;..c1ty sllckexs that a M
o R D ' ~ N
N S day s ha;d'work would klll " 'He c1tesnfedera1 FLsherles

.
,-. : Mlnlster, Romeo LeBlanc IFFAW Prégldent, Rlchard Cashln, X
. - N\

, and Tom Hughes as men worthy of praise for their out—

'? ’ . ' L spoken support for Newfoundlanders, whlle the opp051tlon

is rldlculed as “bleedlng hearts, "bedlamers,“,and .
AP "medla types. * ’ S Y
e : L The tone of the song changes fromvstanza to stanza.

-

i ~ﬂ ';:f g It begins*W1th the tradltlonal , Comefall yod o opening--dl'-;z;.e'{?;:‘

TN

T L R fi a method of inv1t1ng@%ympathet1c attlatlon to a narratlvej




K

of Newfoundlanders: "We're the endangered species who live

e .by coastal 'seas." ‘ . 8

- Elemenits of sarcasm, with refedences to starlets

.

(Baxrdot. and Mimleux),.contrlbute humor to an otherwise

serlohs subject Facetlously, the medla are reprlmanded

fqg thelr part in reportlng only- the sensatlonal events
-to the exclusron of other- relevant rnformatlon. From an

o

a@sthetlh v1ewp01nt,,“A Sealers' Song " 1s probably the
. . \

best of the counter—protest collectlon. Although Mr.

"

Scammell is noted for hlS verse-maklng, hlS sentiments and
[

rhetorlcal strategles parallel those of ‘the other, less-

*

skilled but eqﬁéhly }ﬁwigated poets.\TThe poen 1s assured

;o '”} a place in protpst hlstory ’slnce it has/aiready been.~

rreprlnted 1n Several collections of seallng materlal.'

AR P - :
-:—-.5 \- **1***********************************************w***

?

R R .
GROUR 4: THE PERFORMER POETS _j:' St

' R ] : - — » -‘J

'f”-_j o Ron MacEachern, Pat Sulley, Gary Q Drlscoll and
. "\_ .
‘ Dayeton Larson share ‘one. common traltr—they are pro—z.':fw
. L Coa . .

fe551onal¢performers, often remunerated for therr mu51C(_ .

o ;
However, thelr experlence and publlc exposure vary con—

a- -

side ably.‘ Ron MacEachern has.become a well—khdwn folk
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,“Freedom. . : . L ' / S
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. . N ' : b
Annual Folk Arts Festival, July 1-3, 1978. While Dayeton i
Larson has: asp/irations for recognition as a‘composer/
performer in his own rig'ht, to date his exper\ier{ce has .

been limited to playl\ng lead quitar with a group called

A\
" "Ron I\'ia"cEachern, Sydney- .Nova Scotia . ) S o

: . Y ' . - K S

" "Newfoundland Sealr_e’zr's" (c 1977) . : S o
chorus: Oh'Ye Newfoindland sealérs all hands .be béhind ye .
i you re -the salt of the earth .each and every.man, . \
‘ o all hands for Newfo.undland's right in the fJ,shery
- Davies be gone for you're less than a man.
; Now I shgll not- be long w1th the words I would
"~ tell you
N let our island be rid of this Green Peacer band

. there's not one man nor woman should stand for
~ their treachery \

: = all hands for: Newfovundland sealers w1ll star

” : ] k
N (chorus)

' ‘ ' And” our children w111 go as therr fathers before '

: S ' them .

SR . : ' our, men who have toiled and our men. who have died \
o S SO w111 not ‘be put under by -l:he fJ.lth of the Green—

; ] o pedace
\ . : . L= our x’lghts and our :leand w111 pot be den:.ed.

o SN T (chorus) o | . o
S R ' ‘ . ~ ——tune: "The Ryans and the Plttmans,“ or, T
T . ' ' “We ll Rant and Werll\Roar "ot .
T S (Untitled), c 1977 - BT
;‘ ' o ,' -’—,‘ Oh me boys they are the sealérs A o Lo oo
& .1\, .no they're ndot: the money ‘stealers  -* BN
CE L0 " like the: companles that contre: Uthe Greenpeace dollars , B
I - them’ that preaches and  that -teéa hesgi.+ . . LR B
A still they.always-come like “leaghés ™ ™ . B Los e
TF L for our flSh and for our; seal when: nunger hollers. B » .
}?‘ \ -/r - -_,\ o N ”.:':’_ .: 'j(. ,‘ ' e -
58 1 : - 'Send me pogy way of Logy\Bay S i R S y
¥y RIS - for on ‘this 20ck 1. mean to: stay IR \ (chorus) '.;--: )

I 'm telllng\ ou this my dear 80 . I w111 save ye

A":' . N . . et EERI




o 177

¢

. the - trouble and the rommotion -« -4
. *  ..of coming acrossg the little ocean
with t]%t lyin' gutless theiving Brian Davies.

\ yes me boys tliey are the sealers : ’

: no they wouldn't be the stéalers R
makes our living from the sea its very proper '

and sure from here to Harbour Grace i )
there's not one man'll disgrace this pla(:e 2 '

Coe o like the likes.of a qual Canadian Mounted Copper. '
.' (chorus) ‘, L e z . o
o ’ And you boys up in Toronto L . L K t
// - where you rge} the Jobs 50! pronto e .
N E ‘working in factories wor (ing-in canneries makJ.n deals

either your cahneries going to shut down '
.or the staff in half will cut down’
when me boys refuse’ to go for fish .and seal.

)

(chorus) ) ' ' _ ) . Y
L . e ——t\me- “Off to Phlladelphxa," or, "My Name is
u e / ‘ Mrs. Nevilles and 1'f' from the ngher Levels "
\ '~ A natlv\e Nova Scotlan, Rén MacEachern studled for -
,¢ .y \ |

;I-' ' awhlle ats MemorJ.al Un:.vers:.ty and,whlle studylng ’ became

T s\rmpa%het/p to’ the sealmg J.ssue. He adnuts that a few |
. ' yea,rs ago  he probably would not have wrltten the same . :

o . song, but now hJ.s sent,lments are ‘def:.n:.tely pro—sie);mg/
AN . . 14 ’

P - “after hls experlences in Newfoundland. , "I wrote the .

\

SR songS‘ both 1n about a. week after I got a call from Chrls

PR o -

antJ. Greenpeace shox ' w .I knew_th : would be able to

%

‘ smg and er.ng attent:.on tg the othe'-!
M c-,'. ,-,-\--'.'\~-

-q-f-x,:-,&g‘:'..,:,?.-—“__._ [T

Al .
’

e lNewfoundland\ers,' *and the message he conveys J.s one of

(

on, ,the _ flshery ’ and

suppogt w1th references tontradl_

§° ,"L""

e s e o Y

S

;;._mq..;__-:,._._i

Brook/ho sa:Ld he wantedv me to play w1th the Mummers‘

E’d-de--Of»the -1ssue."" o

-. A \\ Ron adapted botn songs to tunes already, famrl;rar to

_ self-suf/f101ency. The emo iona}jlllsm of other songs .1s _;_",."-
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" To - the frozen flelds where Tife 13 real and winter 5 mad'e.;-,'

178

&
missing, perhaps because he recognizes his role as a
performer who acts as a catalyst for a,ctlon rather than
as the agent.43 )

KkhhhkkhhRhkhRhhkrkhh kit hhtht R A dkiFhhhrrhrhhkrkhhkhkkkk X
' ' X : ' . . -

Pat .Suiley, St. John's 3 L

"

"Cdffee on the Last Day“ (c 1973) .

'Have one more cup of coffee she Sald before y u go

‘0h no, I must be 1eav1ng now, to brave t ruly cold.
Thexe's a.ship out in.the harbor 'and it ready for to go
1'];,o hunt the seal to make a meal to keep my- woman warm.

I love your face I lov your hands I love to wateh’ you ‘work

I love your Aresh hot-b ttered bread t“he way you hang, veur
skirt.

Get out she said ‘and- dt)n t ‘come bapk’ and hung on to my shirth

-You're a.brazen lad and I love you mad don't ledave me sad

. and hurt. .

* You know itimust be cold out there when Shel'agh's -Brush
is on . :

Wwhen March steps in younr back is bared 'and bqiles do get

numb.’
That sailors who go salllng must s?l untll they re done
on the icy fields where l:Lfe is redl and nature hides

her guns. : : _ ;

L S #» ,

And when I think of : frozen ice. lt chills me. to the bone. /
I, think of you and what I'q do’ if you dJ_.d not come home.
You shouldn't thlnk ‘of me 1ike that, I'm strong and stll.l

N

'I'm.-young. ' LN
I' love you trf‘txe, your eyebs oﬁ‘ by_.xe, your body safe and
o

young. i+ Lo E

s ‘."" .
v -

The bells are rlnglng ih the town, the anchor s belng -.“,".‘-_: Q

weighed " 7. Lot
From ladies on the dock no sound the schooner leaves L .
‘the - bay : - s ' S

'IntOfthe wmd—swept ocean to pralrles cold and \gx'ey

to pay

[ e N . T . . “ R
1,'. A . s . . -4 .. A W Y 4 L. .
S me . v-\.' K . . o L e B 0 o

\l R * ~ i<

&

'
".

,, ,

o
e .

¥ BN N

43\'Ron MacEachern, Letter (Marcb 10 1978”' |

Pat Sulley began wrltlng th.'l.S song in» 1977 but, e




~

rirdes o ey e B o i S alne 4
]

- FPRERR AR . e =Py, ot TENPA T T PN A i
. AR B e T e L . . . . . ’ .
B S I - . ce e .
. cooun - . . . et .
T e . Lore ' . . R . . .
PR . v . g cn . e - N
. o vow Lo e L R K . . * . . N -
L AR o N A W K Lo N . S
oy < . B o : o .
. P _' MR . . N . .

{

£

o

¥ soon forget/ Thé’il I gave Y°“ the :'s. ip.
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he said, “Ilhad to leave it for awhile_ to arrive at‘a more
objective, less emetional song." 'l‘he song is based on a
hyp‘othetical situation—-the setting is the turn of the
'ééntury and the actors are newly—weds. Neither, the |

1
Y bride nor the husband want to be apart but both know it .

=18 necessary if- they are to survive the. w1nter.

Although tnlS is not a counte}—proteet song,x its
composftlon was
seallng.., and" co
.'way. ,o&f' ,l.i‘fe"ha

tlmulated ~by the’ rena\qed 1nterest in
equently the hardshlps of a sealer s

b‘ecome celebrated. Pa‘t Sulley..,_feels very
i ) . ' . ' ' e
the protesters ;v and .Greenpeace in par--ticular,

~N

are using tne seal nunt for . the:Lr own’ f1nanc.1al gaJ.n.

L
b

: “Coffee\-on tne Last Day 'is an effort to depict an

st ronqu th

emotmnal sxtuatlon, a scene Whlch undoubtedly was re-

\

preated many Elmes over when seallng was a major 1ndustry

Through ree,reatlon of a tender mbment between a man and a

-

‘woman; ts appeal is unlversal. S Sl 4
| There are. 'mterestn.ng parallgls to Solomon Samson s

Y .
poem, "A Sealer s Reply to his lrvl:l.fe,"‘l.4 althouph a note
Y : A N v
suggests the characters are s:.xty years of age ninstead Of ¥

.1s the husbax?d's way of comfortifig hlS w1fe, ﬁromismg,

v’ ‘ : et

"And when we return/ w:,th a good bumper trip/ You will

3 -"44 Solomon Samson

newly—weds ' "So Maggn.e my darllng/ I must leave you alone "o
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' raﬁher than protesters._

,Dayeton Lar_sbn', HarelBay' o

et . - . -
. B T R

B
I,

:
‘;.

4,
is implied as the cause for his leaving. Maggie's more
mature hx;sband is responding to "The call of the ice-
fields,...makes me feel restless/at this time of year."
Bath verses belong to-the sympatpetlc/reproach category,

t

|
although éhe opposn:z.on is nature ‘and potentn.al hazards'
45

A A

********************‘k********************'k****************
%
N

T e . L .
4 . [N . u
. ) -

¢ .
» v

"Why" "

Lylng down under the noon sun

. Watching little onés ‘¢lose by .
- Watching her try to move and have some fun

Never thinking she would die .
only just a few days old

and” little strength for hex- to move
Just beginning to start on life , :
No hurry to rush it through. ‘ ' -

Her fur 'so soft,and - - Snowy white. . -~ _ ¢

. Reflgct:..ng the afternoon light o

.Hex two big’ eyes'lgok in wonder -

~.0n a world that shines. so- bright . o -
... -And a:cute dark l:.ttle nose . L . )

That gllstens with the frost PR o R
Trusting those-she. doesn t .even know ' v ' -
Not know:.ng that she 1s 1ost. S
l)Her: beauty is there for all to see S
Please. .. just . let: her.be . - . ER 1 o .
There she. is, so/wild’ and free P T T S
A marvel ‘of- l:l.fe for: me RSP BTN S :
"Y' 'Theh ﬁsuddeply ‘she's gone S
;Onl} ‘red..". déad remains:’ R
<"1t makes ‘me . wonder why '.-' e L TR T
D fshe have to die? . - =l il ST
I wonder why" R

WL
L

,ntrospect:n.ve and very pe;rsonal' e "Most ‘of my wr:.ting

ed.
Looker, Ltd., 1963), p. 41

*-1978)

Robert Saunders (Poole. J.

& Dayeton Larson'_’n.s a young man whose compétion is TN
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- hunt unless he thlnks hq, 1s the Jesus Chrlst of seals andr_i

feel he wants*to be crucn.fn.ed in WbJ-Ch he\should have no

. 181

has occurred under personal strain or strife. So you chn

yoLy

placé youfself in the'position of a mother seal on the ice,'
or just -as yourself who 1dst your lover, or afi ideal

sitaution of 1life.” He refers to hls song as a ballad, :

o \

blues style, w1th a sentlmental attltude for the seal. . \

B

"I 1ooked at, a’nd talked w:Lth people on both sxdes of the
s:LtuatJ.on, and I mlxed 1t up w1th a broken love affalr ‘
\and came up w:.th th:.s song when I was in Quebec, January

1-8, 1978, while ‘on tour n - S o\

< ) )

', Dayeton began wrlt’lng songs about ten years ago, and

his congerns ‘are usually about people—-their emotions,
' . . ~ N
incidentsv and exReriences. While not expressly a song

P

of. counter—prbtest, Jdt, llke Pat Sulley s, belongs to . iy
‘\ Y i

this particular decade when the :Lmagery of seals, death, i
N

» and Burvival are paramount cultural tOplCS. L oo

Although the tone and lyr,).cs :mely sympathy for the

seal, ‘Dayeton is qu:Lte voq,al about Br:l.an DaVJ.es- "I can't'

A
thJ.nk of any loglcal reaeon for h:Lm to plck on the seal

.,

wants to be a martyr for them. As for accompIishments, .- s AR

0 NN

T

Problem fmﬁmg a carpenter in Newfoundl,and to do the fbbt‘:-- e
on. h1m. o 45 * The 1anguage, 7tone and J.mpllcatlon of sucn PR

a statQuEnt 15 rem:l.niscent of many of the callers to open—-
- \ v cr

sh.ne. radlo programs and threats agalnst Ray Ell;ott. SO N
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Gary 0'Driscoll, Bay Bulls ,
o
"A Sealing Song" (c 1978)

Early in the month of March the sealing is beg:l.nnlng
. While bac¥ there in the abatto:.rs the butchers they- are
g L . : © skinning )
- #Baby lambs.and baby  hams to clothe and feed 'the nations.
While sealers brave the elements to’ reach thelr. destma—
tJ.OD. Loy e o .

- Johnson in.his Lady sha.p Salls on the north Atlantlc L
‘He keeps hJ.s head to all _that* s sald desp:.te tne protest "N
.+ . frantic. .. o D
.“ Davies and’ that Greenpaace bunC’h are screamJ.ng with emot:.on S
a Whlle s:mele men\are laborlng out’ on the frozen ocean. ~ AR o

. lemg ih the stormy white all Ain t.he dead of winter -
' . Slaving in this bloody hell the papers-call adventure S
Facing death with every step to feed his wife and family CAR
Loving not the de d\ he does nor does he find it hmly. ‘

i Actresses and: Cong_ressmen come ‘in the fair blue. ,n{ornlng S,
P4 —Caring not for man or seal, pule.c:Lty they'xe yearning. o

cowhide gloves and moneyed belts caress the tearless wh:Lte-
L : : coat. . . A - _
[ _ Each year tnls plastlc pantomrme/is enacted oh the 1ce S
: ' floes. o ‘ . . } \

The protest J.S b1g busmess now, yes bi(fger ‘than the
: sel:Lng ‘ e
- ”\ To pegple-all ‘around; the world for money théy re appeal:.ng
With falsities and pictures and. emotiofs: ‘they're, dece:l.v:.ng 2

From eople who are blmded untold blllions they xe oo

. Lo ' ' r ce:.vmg. A _« s
ST Now to conplude: and flnish, of ny peop’ie I wrll 'te\ll
o .. A thousand meén have .frozén stiff out“on:the.Arctic: hell -_f' 5
"Some say . they. are’ barbar:_ans, ouxr "dignity. they ‘slander * €

Wh.rle I am proud to tell you, I m;a. nat;we Newfoundlander.. -

Gary O"DrJ.s(:oll J.s a recent Memorial Unlvers.l.ty

N

C

graduate who nopea\ to pursue

\\ ‘_-, " A
does not perform \regularly,

career 1n real estate._ He

e T

4’_-» w-u' .
'

30 gl s s b £
: R T P

45 Gary ot priscoll, st John EE Folk Arts Counc:.l, an
Annua,l Festlva:(,* (July 3' ._17978) O : ,
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_ ~ o ‘ .
and festivals:\ He iifu:c)_te ""A Sealing .S“»ong " in 19785. o K,
: because he Ineard S0 many people .“gettlng upset and‘ angry,

I o and at the time, I was gett;x.ng upset in the same way, and ’

g Voo _":éc%,' rather kthan be argumg all the tJ.me, I ;]ust wrote a 1

S : .' song about it. n | S ¥ \ “ L : \ :

o S The'song rs slung as a. 1ament, W;th lstress*‘glven tov ’ \_

" _:_- .. . ;he h;rdshn.ps of a sealer s 11fe.,. {I‘here“‘is reyroach for
3 '-\ﬂu_! | (‘ - t\he ﬂ;_)rotesters who wear "cowhlde tjinves and moneyed belts"' " \ k.
. '_'.";‘ \- appealmg w:.th "fals:x.tles and plctur’es; g and recel.va.ng to

T ', : “untold bJ.l\lJ.’ons" from people around the world In the ‘

: ; :’_ L sense the song" ﬁralses smple men ""'.. .slav:.ng in- the\ | .

‘ -'--":,_-' -\. . bloody hell the papers call "_“adventure/ faca.ngi deatn w1th SN

é o _,.- s eve“ry step to feed (hls) wr’fe and famn.ly...;"ill rb%iongs .

' l_ T ;'l"-",_'..,‘g to the celebr‘atory/condemnlng rhetoru:cal categor'y.r" |

: “ "A Seallng Song“. " belongs to 1978 beCause J.t refers / "
o to the presence of the two U S Congressmen (Jeffords and ) :

5

e _' suggest v the protest 1silb1g bus:n_ness now, yes blgger

.','

A true counter—protest song, eadh verse conta:.ns an ""f\"

.'_. u\' - Lo A

an obl ue _ 'réb

\Kttal,'fto cha\rge oﬁ cruel _slaughtenng of
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’readers (J.n Newfoundland), they are dlfflcult to repeat

> ' 184

Johnson, skipper of the -Lady JO son II; 3) the charge

of sadism &evelled agalnst sealers 1s derued “1oving:

the deed he does ‘nor . doet lie fand \1t manly " 3) the

common ' J.mage of the‘,_whltecoat pup cryJ.ng lS gorr >

o .."

' with tne phrase ' “te’arless wh:.tecoat,“ 5) fmancml proflt

‘ -

and the use of false propaganda 1s charged agalnst the

protesters, whlle Newfoundlander% (verse 66! are pralsed
“\ .

for theJ.r valor and dlgnJ.ty The perf.ormer concludes C’
N h \ \ . LR

‘, w1th a bold Emsert:.on- "Whlle I am proud to tell you, It m "ili . ‘

N

************** *********************t*t******************

"a natlve Newfo\ndlander. L o \"‘ . S

.o . - N

. . N . [
. . . : N . . P

Sealmg ounter—protest verses and songs are not

‘o, f

llkely to cn.rculate 1n oral tradlt:x.on or be performed

by anyone other than the:.r or:.glnal composers beca\trse

‘Y' .

they are such extremely personal express:.ons of sentlment.

NEN

WhJ.le they may be appreciated by wide audlences andr »

L B
_. . -1

. or memor:.ze\ because they do not employ common formula:t.c

openlngs or phrasés\‘as do ,bther types of trad:.tlonab folk—

. ‘k-. - 'q‘-~ - - _. Seel

e




'7j 51nce one of the most common remarks aboutithe protest lSi

"'_ express1ons are 1n1t1a11y defen51Ve, then attempt to _;ﬂ

RN

o !
. . . . . M . ‘ . ".. N . i .,
argument‘or-oplnlon. Only the lyrical songs of Sulley
and Larson are reflectlve in a personal, 1ntrospect1ve
sense, andfthe others are expressed as - group or collectlve

~

séntlment relyang on culturallyébased arguments and .
' strategy for their appeal.” . .. ' R
Frequent tonal switchlng, or: 1nter—changeab111ty'.

of counter-prdtest rhetorlc may not be a dellberate/g_ ,
0 N, L

comp051tlonal technlque./ It may be an unconsclous f! nfﬁ; Y

A L
attempt to temper emotlonally—based sentlment with reason,.

,\
- « S l

f that 1t 1s an emotlonal 1ssue whlch requlres more lnfor-’"

RN -,' o ! R

'::'matlon and greater compa551on,_ Composers may‘be‘stlmulated
ﬁ“ to express thelr 0p1nlon durlng perlods of helghtened fYt;Tu-_
emotlon but 1n the process of wrltlng,'they day recog— S /’
nlze the advantage of otlier - rhetorleal approa hes."ij

(3.

belleve thls explaf;s why essentlally celébratory/con—‘ Lo

demnlng verses move towards a sympathetlc/reproachful

[

appeal before concludlng W1th adament statements of”’ justl—'

v, LA -\‘ oo

flcatlon. In other wOrds, seallng counter—protest :1j\:

[ -

a

N . R
- -,
- Bal

ratlonallze, and ultlmately conflrm thelr in1t1a1 positlon

w1th deflant or aggre351ve assertlons of rlght i

e . ;o e,

Angus Lahe s'f“Green Peace or the Wearln“ o! the'j-'i -

Green “'1s the only song Whlch 15 almost consistently "‘Zf

satlrloal but even 1t does not masquerade the under-'

lying sentlment of anger and frustratlon., Eacetlous/ tﬁfﬁ ;;;//
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deﬂense\or ratlonallzatlon.,fThe fact that compgsers

chose to COnclude their work w1th celebxatory/condemning

. " ® oy,

expre851ons Suggests the protest has retalnedjlts abllity

I S

" to 1nduce emotibnal reactlons.a t 1s also E clear 1nd1ca—

tlon that Newfoundlanders perce1ve EBe sealing 1ndustry

- to. be tnreatened ana suggests further that they w11l not

,rellnquléh this tradltlon for feasons allen td the1r*v1ews

or way of llfe.;.

o
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' .. rThis thes:.s has been based for - b‘he most part on,

‘ . ma_ter_ial's collec/ted from mass communlcatlon medla. .'As. '
Donald A. Blrd suggests, t.he folkilorlst o .mus-t‘ cbns:.der
the medn.a for folklorlc functions of entertalnment 1nte—-

Lo gratlon, transmlssn.on of hentage, malntenance of statu,s -

nl

4 quo, and soclal control When we choose ~to empha51ze

s The‘ seallng controversy was not lsolated to ‘a: slngle

i / R event but was waged by protesters \hnd counter~protesters

K

.

ity 3

fact that objectlon was levelled at ax small group of "

T
I

{

7.‘:;' the sealers themselves were onIy Sllghtly dlsturbed by

-/ SRR
harassment at the J.Ce.' Curlously, the focus of world 1re A

‘ Was dlrected at the c1tlzens of St{z Anthony, Newfound— . :

landers and, ogcasn.onally, all Canadlans (a London, _
\' P k ".\\-'.:

oa'_' sealer about to club a "

= 4.

wh:.tecoa.t and the captlon read. “Canada s Shame'))

.,r PR

o Acceleratlon of news by the med:.a, as, well as 1;3 capacity

for selectlon and dlssemlnatlon Iunquestlonably contrlbuted

; to the success of the protest and subsequent emergence of .

L T l ~Doan1d A. BJ.rd, "A Theory for Folklore J.n Mass
Media," SOuthern Folklore guarterly 40(1976) ' ,,p. . 299. S
T L e : :

. Ve o
through the medla éver a period of tJ.me.. Desplte the,_--_ef;;,:,‘

people o particlpated in the annual whltec0at sladghterp o Lo

T




> ',,-'._;-'formed from the obserVation and hear.‘x.ng of telev1sed and _

Q:\ other genres 3,8 are created by tne med1a..2:

: '."number of coUnterlng arguments,

. "_'"1nd1cates 1) the lar‘ge degree of aud:.ence (and soc:.etal)

'~"‘-shap1ng Subsequent expr;ss:we benavior. .-,;,,. Dt

evJ.dence used by Newfoundlanders to counter the protesters' :

S chsrges_-. ,

I.\: . ' : i ~ . .. - 3 ' ) R \- . .“‘ .
ce T : vV UL
: 7 roA CoL
- coun'ter:-‘-‘p'rotest ekpression's.. Several -verse—makers e \
- acknowlédged thelr work w’as an 1mmed1.ate and re-\-actionary
o h response to news broadcasts (Sheardown and Gooble) g T
whlle others att\rlbuted their composxt:l.ons to cumulatlve _
oL . \ - .. ‘,”,\...
g frustrathn and anger at what they percelved to be mls-' R
J.nformed ani 1rrespons:.ble reports..._ -..;' _‘-v AR ;
T AT e {~ .v.'-,.' [ R S i "‘" o

Few Newfoundlanders ever saw’ Br:Lan Dav:.es or Green— B
. . “-”: '\ .
peace members, yet negatlve stereotyplcal 1mage§ were

.o /‘-‘-l'. ’
srad:.o broadcasts, as we]sl as through newspaper accodnts.:

Whlle it may be that mass medla popular:.zes and destroys

Do

folklore genres and performances, lt should be noted tnat°

The rhetorlcal

,) express:.ve strategles used 1n coﬂnterv-protest are examples

of tth pr0cess-' the fact that there are only a 11m1ted
[ - g N s Y EA
mth 1nnumerable varlatlons,

\,v_v’ 'l' Q

4 '\.ag‘reement achleved through cuculatlon' of common '1deas, RSP

BRI mages and attltudes, \and 2) that common cultural T S

o
RECER /.._

& 'experlence affects 1nterpretat10n of events in add:.tlon to '

. S
-

The \lattér po:a,nt J.s demonstrated by tne" nature Of

(

Preference for oral testimony and personal

-

e e e e e i mmmanhe ae Dot :
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tradlt:l.onal self (ot .(':ommunlty) ‘rellance,' rather than N ':_' ’,

dependence 0n 1nformat10n from anonymous, bureaucrat:.c' S

& sources.. Further,' thare 1s n__t__ a one—to“one correspon— i '._'-_.'-

-',jdence between protesters' ; arguments and the count'er-'.--' p : ; J

arguments offered by Newfoundlanders."'- In chapter IV, I':',, i\

.i'--suggestedo the protest was waged w1th 1magery of 1nnocelr;t'.: . 2

.f”.:animals, J.nhumanely slauc;;.hte‘r\edw by cruel methods. , Deple-— h - ’

" tlon of the spec:Les, huntlng to support a’ "trrnket fur": ,J

"',",_'J.ndustry, and uncertaln. econorn;c return fqr three weeks' "f':' : : 1

- \ ;effort . were. othe)r "ce‘n’tral themes._..-'f ; ‘.A"".:;:;j-:-:.". ' "-,:_'.:.'.,";‘j: i ok -

The. counter-Protest’ effort argued from> a human Y ~31.'.:_':,'_“'.' v
\ f:perspectwe, “Save our Sw1lers was the response to the k /
"Sawe the Seals" campa:.gn.._ Hum‘ble, hard—workmg, God— - '

h lfearmg fam11y men ‘were the champions‘> of the New’foun}diand AN
argument, w1th lemphasm on economic necess;ty and occupa-‘l:_i " -
tlonal hazard and hardshlp.? Statlstlcs detarllng‘ the' . ’

’ @ LIS
actual number of men eng esl J.n the seal flshery were R

>

'-_""-_';almost‘ J.rrelevant/ The att.a\k on the character and
‘:".J{ntegrlty of Newf0undw1anders was mterpreted as’ slanderous AL

L :-:_and equated with blasphemy, £or Justlflcatlon of the hunt ., |

“was based on tradltlon and the bellef 1n d1v1ne sanctlon

".’ZWhile protesters dlsmissed such arc{ ents as out—dated e

"and ecologically lrresponsible, Newfoundlanders contlnued
-1 to c:Lte these reasons as thelr rationale for supporting . 'f

[T -

3

B wﬁ’h“’rﬁqa‘—n»: :';'v‘;l”-,".;lm—v "L-:-!."":._’:f;‘"'.‘
/ PR e T > R
. L T

the seal hunt , b - . \ )
f To quote DOnald Blrd once agaln, a rev1sion of the BRRTREN
term, "the folk niig needed 1.f we acknowledge how the :3'-| |
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”r_counter-protest verse, be,they amateurs, profes§:onal ‘fﬁi”;uf

”'qr'wrlters, or folksong entrepreneurs, do comprlse a; snared
e seallng and the protest 1n a patterned* predlctable way. }f;:""‘

”Vivchannels, 1 e., 1etter

-l;ZShows'land publlc performance Situatlons (clubs, festiValSu:'ﬁ" X

i;;belong to a unltary class or group.. The composers of 2

Eurnterest group when they express the1r~sentiments about

f‘The selectlon and prefergnce for certaln communicatlon

7;h1ghly personal sentlments in. publlc.hf; ‘”ﬁf'ﬂai , -f
‘ . [ . .,
Roger Abrahams poslted a theory of dlfferentrfl X

'11nvolvement betweenaperformer and audlence dependent on

- context and genre.4 ‘In conversatlonal genresflnvolvement.'l-'

‘._" a ‘ ‘.~: .:,'v ._ ~ o~ ) T . . ' i " :"
. . }- . BPN ’
:e " '- -... o2 3 o \ ‘\-'.‘. I_- ‘:1‘. -
! LRI o s 180]
., 2 P o o oG T
‘l . . N e -,J" . ]
. . e . -‘ - B
- . - . v . '|' , _,‘l: L. .- (R 3 B - -
the medla 1ncrea51ngly 1nf1uences our lore.: The veraclty

of thlS ls proven hy the materlal an& sources quoted 1n

.

\ thlS work for 1t is" dlfflcult to claselfy verse—makers V =Qﬁf;'

\ ' . ) .
from.such dlvergent backgrounds -as, "the folk " as 1f theyn' S

s "‘..

R . . -\
)

A

N

AN

s

the—edltor, radlo open-llne .GﬁV

.‘.

~and concerts),.ls an 1nd1catﬁ?n of the de51re.to share

‘a N

1slimmednate and dlrect, and expreserns tend to be 1m— :

v

‘persbnal._ At the opposmte end of the arc lme the statio“'

”ggenres, or- those where the “performer (1s) completely e
;:-oved from the performance after the object 1s made.“sfiian

belonglng to.the static genres-‘J:f“jff';'.;'B'df{”'

«”‘,“.‘:,"» .',.—‘_ ‘. o el L TSI e o

Bird, p. 287. e
: 4 Roger Abrahams, “The Complex Relatrdns of Simple'f'.?ﬁf‘
Forms,ﬁ Genre 11 (June, 19691, pp._lOd 127 P RPN

: 5 Ibld., ‘p. llg. T '.: , ‘ {_D L .
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qu‘ali ty

R ";,7._'; ‘of ‘emotional situation;  thescene is gemerally. '

a the preceding events on the part of the audlence.

g :Ls rarely éxpressed The mclus:.on of spec1f1c J{.nc1dents

2 - . P . . L RN ,
- vt R PN o e o
) s [ AR 'S N .
L . L .o . HNS T s LN
‘: v .»' ; l.'l": N . "_ .‘
ETRR S c 191,
. 1 ' . B | -"I ;
1 . . el : e
i 1 . . . o .‘ 3 'S
v ). ° L - o

Y ‘e the oneg constant rhetorlcal feature of : iy 2
: =--,stat1c forms.v.in the" process of- removal’they"

' -",'C;5peak to each member of the audience as an
T 1nd1v1dual by usxng the first person pcu.nt of

"':..':_.‘-. l‘. ) .., .Vlew.6: L ST ! ", 'l . T \ i

-.‘..' J"»-‘

N -The songs and poetry of seal:mg counter—protest are mainly

\ ~ ¢

"f written J.n the firSt person plural ("We") v empha3121ng SRR

3 e - (

the dJ.v:Lsz.on between Newfoundlanders and out51ders (“ theg“) . "~'1 .

"

while at the same time promoting ln"ternal solid]arity_.

] . e

J.nternal (1ntra-Provinc1al),‘ opp951tion and objection ."-'.'.b"}".'.'

-

and° cultural stereotypes gives the verses a hJ.ghly esoterlc

llglble ’c_> © ,iticz.zed as doggerel, unworthy of response.?."-":"
{' ,,\ " h ,' I“‘ .

Abrahams argues that dramatic focus 1n the statlc

. : e . .
o
“' o

genres shifts frOm conflict to resolutJ.on- 7
Action‘ls stoﬁped in favor Of a consuieration

depicted as occurrmg after action is completed
‘Such.pieces. take ‘for granted some: knowleédge of

This point J‘B confirmed by counter-protest verses-- ",f_-;}j, -

6 Abrahams, 119. '

73 Abrahams p 121 '

feinstitute an-interpersonal approach-~they ;.‘

he Outsider, many of the verses are unintel-

. e .
ey b

".‘_.jNo, we: axy’e working, flght:.ng people, \ P
i Wes ‘have- _Struggled and .are proud of: our. name ,-,;. » o
f'\So "to-you who, do‘us wkong " iy I sl
Why come - to where you don t belong? P:Lt;ts) L ‘i
. e Tt ‘
re551on 1s direct and often hostz.le-' performer/ T xl‘
- audience distance permlts agg\ression withiri socn.ally—" o . 3 'i
o W o .
approved boundarles. Since the audience J.s largely o > A
I . g
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""""_";'-f..n:_::_ ,audlence synpa&y 1s ellc:.teq through perspasxve language;:’:.{ :

SR ._.,’-/: '_ J Whlle events and story—llne are ~less-well organlzed .
N LS - o Lo .
' g Characterlzatlon J.s mlnlmal and notable protesters.~'_ Do

-',_". (Dav1es PWebe‘t:, Bardbt) are named but rarely desor:.bed.A '
ST N B n - \

Greenpeace figures prommently ‘because the name lends

. '._'.'_f°l L 1tself to word—play. coilectlvely, the names are symbols

\ _.'--', and the loe‘s for dlrected host:l.llty, expressed dlfferen—‘:- AN

e L -.', trall""'-‘as anger, sarcasm, &ncredullty y '.j;-‘ / '

Sl T For we! rehnot 1:.ke the. people who\\krll the1r own. kind, - .

ST Wé don't \hunt for pleasure. and this.ydu will:, d RNATE

RO g /re not dike- you ‘people: that's  putting: it b R AN I R

T e So mlnd your an buSJ.ness stay off from ‘our- hunt. R ' R
g A N R B AN e U (Albert March)

Sarcasm- Lo R L J s TR
ThlS year they ve got Franz Weber/mth pnony

e . ‘ fur - to'sell-. ' V: N
ol [ B bleedlng heart from Sw1tzerland who thmks A
o v ‘-;~- : he s Wllllam Tell L (A. R. Scammell) ' '

MlSS Bardot do you th:Lnk these furs you ve worn S
were: weaVed for you ‘alone, by gentle ‘hands? oo
e and do” 'you'.think that steak - upon. your silver plate B
was piqked from off some plant trhat grows -in’ France?
AR U S A (Phoebe BOnnah)

g

Kenneth GoldSteln dlstmgulshes “trad:.tlgznal“ protest

f:v:om contemporary protest (and counter-pzjotest) 1n the - I

",.f»what 1s (or was) wrong; while .'“;;.;’.f_--,.i'.-'
' recent forms are appeals 'for actlon to correct inequ:.tlea

or dlsturbing c1rcumstances.?: Somewhat along the Same

".follow;mg way_. tradltlonal protest 1s descrlptive and , e




e ' REVREEEN i e B 2l
. - o <N
e e St N R P
U 11nes, R. Serge Demsoff argues there are two types of ‘
o ‘:':‘ ,".- A SRR L e \ I
SERI AN :persuas:.on or propaganda songs~ magnetlc and rhetor:.cal. IR
R AR "He suggests that magnetlc songs must prov1de an "0ppor— W
L e ,tunltyf for soc1al act:.on. . The song ~should blueprlnt NG
i ' el ,:_'—succesL;ful alternatlon of ex:.stent power relatlon“shlps.'.'Q/
\ l -V K R dlsagree w:.th Dem.soff 5 second category, "a. rhetorlcal
' 3 ~5"'_‘\I.;"-\song rJ.tten by a folk entrepreneur.. .des;Lgned to pomt
- """to some soclal COndJ.,tJ.on, descr::.be the condlt:l.on, but ! -1“'
.:-r'offers no J.deologlcal or organlzatlonal solutlon."-?:?
-":.to elic:.t audlence comm1tment is. unsubstantiated. I too,
desch.be such songs as "outbursts of desp‘eratlon, but
they gre not ._',"J.mply. :_'-emdt:.onal expressmns.‘, When such ‘
a;c R \s’entlments are publicly shared, I woui&)l argue they are '
RN o "problem-solvmg dev1ces as well as pleas for l\noblll- .
' 4" \' s . Lo s
. ey 1, zat:.on of actlon,"'support or both L -
Do : :',3'— | Another approach J.s to view all counter-—protest :.4,
. 3 as rhetorlcal appeals, the dlscrimmat:ng feature EACETE
: ' - ‘ \
o T - N b - "' B
T tone rather than funct:.on. Cons:.der:.ng the seal:.ng BRUENE
o :""."versy as the hlstorlcal e\rent w:.thln a broader
™ -...'\.' Ry : R RO
S ‘R.. Serge-Demsoff Slng A Song of Soc:.al SJ.gnifJ.— RIS
- cancel(Bowllng Green"~- Popular Press, 1972), p_ 60~61. ’
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‘ serious threat, they asi tl ‘and” malntaln control over an

*’"'.'_'.squested the explanatlon re51des wz.th the £act that most

_Newfoundla,nders could not remove themselves Suff1c1ently

) from the emot:.onal:.sm of the J.ssue to compose a satlrlcal
;'verse- Everr Angus Lane s "Gree}x Peace or the Wearln O' SR

"“"‘the Green," whidh ends w1th a facetious remark' about

' .,"v-spraylng Br:.an \Dav:Les green, ‘is prefaced wn.th a sober

' 'adm°“15hment"' "Man Bhould not fool Wlth nature s: Ways.. R

Y

,:".,'-- E '.} "I."y Ve / /

’-_.:, ' ‘.'.. . Tt !J !

e o
PN - N ' S

:'\.\: R ) ‘."

belng the mo/st rlgld and defens ve in: tone, while verses

of symp&thy and reproach move

. justlflcatlon.' Facetlous/satlrlcai verses serve several

Lo
’

attltudes-——they express host:.llty :m a soc:.ally. acceptable

way, and they also suggest -a playfu1 attltude toWards the

protesters

oy

otherwise dlsturbing mtd’atfion.:_._ S '.'_ S

-:_':lee gossip, satirlcal Bongs are a. pravate ylew L
... of ‘affairs of - public interest loaded -with special

, pleadlng. ‘Unlike gosFip, on’- the other hand, they

B '_:.'make public a prlvate assessment of a situation “in.

.. a candid manner. that- 'only ‘a’ SOng can do.’: The satl-
'-rlcal songmaker wnlké the thm e between amusement
-and llbeJ. 1 g : Do .

- . . . N v

~

Yet as £ vlously noted few counter-prdtest verse-makers ST
P p e

\~.,

S .. ,_ x_,r

.-.,.,

—_

God's plans we should not tamper w:.th : nor shbuld we

doubt thelr source " f\"'j ) ": R ‘L{‘-‘.] E )
. . -~ ) _.1 B . L . R _’.. :" . N
Metaphors, like stereotypes, have an abridgment S

) -_:‘.-,"

: \. — . .-‘. < - v = N —. .

11

ed. 'Henry Glassxe, ‘Edward Ives, and .John" F..: Szwed.‘ﬁ_o_wling
Green- Universxty Press, 1975), p.. 156.._‘ D T L

By refusmg to ]recognize the protest \as a . \ S

John\-eF Szwed, “Paul E. Hall- ‘A Newfoundland Song-:-N :
Maker and His Comnunity ‘of" Song," Folksongs ‘and’ Their Makers ' T



Co _essentlal nature of the metaphor then, 1s that 1t guxta— o
‘ ','_'poses elements of a; concrete rJ.mage :Ln order to formulate

; v some set of more abstract relatlonshlps "12 ., H
LR = -',-_‘- . -.\~. l-' Lo .

- kL o Loy T
ST s |._‘ R \ - .
. Nooe T ':. . ", ’Iv’ - I N
N A o _*'. ‘: . ..l’- . . \
PR PR - . ] 195
Ay s 2
- .'ﬂ"l N e S v

s ' UALY S i :
':..'-\'tho,ught. Counter-protest expressio
. L X

N stereotypes and metaphorlc 1mages. As Brenda Beck arghes, L

£
N

-_ 'I‘he mental set shared by group members must

“‘and.social conditions, .’ Gradually the’ common ‘code. is™
.. ‘Foxced -to adjust to.a new enviromment. The: metaphor
o'is cone ‘of .the: smplest mechanisms by which .Buch &
'-shared mental framework can be. kept i touch with |

.+ phors. aqd .their sh:l.ftmg content, ‘We. can monito¥ -

oo environment’ Through recordlng nietaphors 1n ‘the

L In effect, my thesn.s is. an effort\ to mon.ltor that adjust g

TR Brenda BUF: Beck "The Metaphor as ‘a. Medlator"i':""'"‘

©. 5y 'context of the:.r use, ¥Weé-can 1iterally come.to. see"

":_‘{'.that pr0cess at the very moment of 1ts occurence

"‘:%:" ment process ’ for ’%he p.rotest has brought about numerous

\

changes smce the late 1950'5._; Sealers are requlre to

.be,_,‘;tlcens_ed, _ thelr equlpment must conform to standard

' Between Semantic and - malogic Modes ‘of Thought, Current s
Antm:ggologle (March, 1978), p. 83 MU I S

“metaphors need not always have a verbal form " and " the o . ‘

”'-.j.'continually adapt to. changlnq ecologa.cal, economlc, IR

.. what’ lies."out thére." By studylng the use" of meta—* g

;.. .+ “that.very central Process of:adjustment which any . -
el _j-g_";_cultural .code must undergo whén :faced"with a changlng,‘;




S

, as soc1a1 adjustment oLt T I

" seallng retalns metapnorlcal CapaCltleS. In. former tlme‘s\,
]

"expressu)ns are qulte dlfferent I trlbute thls to the .':",

| 'actlvity becomes the- subject of 1ntense publ:.city and

) rcr1t1c1sm, thé part:l.cipants and support‘mg culture must

and dlsasters-, adventure and- fellowshJ.p, but contemporary ’
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measurements,. wh11e killlng and sk:.nnlng methods are

proscrlbed by, law. - Quotas are strlctly enforced and

'shJ.p captams must ablde by regulatJ.ons enacted in. Ottawa.'

A

In addltlon, c‘xanges 1n ownershlp of the seallng vessels L

\

and proce551ng plants have necess:.tated economlc as. well

\ .

'.' Lo

Fewer Newfoundlanders go to the 1ce eacn Marcn, yet

I
(SR

I 4 \ a -

Songs and storles about the hunt were records of trlumphs'{i",

-I‘.protest and subsequent regulatlon £z in the last decade,

» 1, -

Newfqundlanders nave been forced to justlfy and ratlonallze

\ the 1eg:n_t1macy of seallng When an ordinary annual v

Y

i - artlculate J.ts defense In the Newfoundland example the
.controversy ‘was. waged rhetorlcally, w:.th protesters and
‘ o .'.~::_fvcountner—protesters argulng for publlc comm1tment and _ . . ,
Protesters sought to brlng J,nternatlonal pressure = _
jon the Canadlan government to stop the hunt, or at least-': | 1
- ‘:Ito 1mbose a 1engthy moratorlum whlle further research on.."'j~
) \/J ' . o "the harp z\seal was conducted Some encouraged a boycott \
-"" "'-on all sean fur products. The audience was external,\_
, ‘although medJ.a llp—servz.ce was pald to the Newfoundland B
A IUEPRPR N - 3'."_ - ;




N \Stlll hear and thmk, we would ln.ke to present our case

: seal ﬂunt .

,mlnate between the two act1v1t1es. ) L o

- i‘ &, ¢ an external audlence ‘7 -but‘ most -used local -and

. f - s ' . - ~ ,.‘.' \
pule.c by Greenpeace, who pald for a full-page ad J.n the _("

e John's E"enlng Telegram (1978) + "Whlle we .can botn T

’ . ’ )

_'l
3 . XK

| ,to you——the people most drrectly 1nvolved 1n th:us issue—— |

14

and - 1nv1te you to speak to us;"" BrJ_an DaVJ.es clalmed R .

.,""If we're successful in endlng the Shlp hunt (for seals) \'

‘ AN

: -.lt 3_5 not my’' lntentlon to\ s}.nterfere with the landsmen s ,' .

15 but most: of hls appeals falled to discri-. -'.

{

"t

-

Osten51b1y, counter—protest was dlrected at CrlthS, -

- Provmc:.al med:l.a as expresswe channels. The message

functloned pr1nc1pally to promote solldarlty as well as :

-

-to recrult sympathet:.c support from that sect{or of the

publlc who had remaJ.ned paSs:.ve and- s:.lent th.le the’ (v.

< pi protest ga:med .momentum. A new era in Ehe seallng con—.. ‘ N
'troversy began 1n 1978 for it was the flrst year counter— '
.protest. was organlzed at off1c1.a1 as well as mformal

‘ 'levels. Desplte the fact that government and other :

: ,authorltatlve agenc:.es vere: avallabd.e to argue a, pro- IR

. sealmg cause, the toplc still remamed v1tal among the

general publlc. Notably, few coun‘ter—protest verses

1ncorporated “offic:.al“ arguments but contlnued to rely

. on personal test::.mony or "knowledge t:o substantlate the::.r !

' : , S . R N

'-op_:LnJ.ons. - . oS a
. 14‘- Evenlng Telegram (March 9 1978), p._ 18. 7. el _f_
-15 A L

Tlmm1ns (Ontarlo) Daily ‘Press (December 1, 1977) -

e o I 2 e o 3
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It remains’ ‘to be éeen how much 1onger the theme of
counter-protestdflnds expre551on in Newfoundland. Whetner

any of the songs or verses ‘in"this collectlon are repr nted

. ' i

TN

fe

',~

'”f’lnformatlon about shared socmal h storlcal, and geo—'

‘\

Y

S or performed in succeeding years may not be particularly

5

vallé'crlterla for lnterpretlng their srgnlflcance.. What

b -

I bave argued, and hope to have demonstrated is’ that

'"'counter-protest 1s 8] etlflc to - partlcular people, tlmes, S

z e ,."4'; Q. , . '| . __l:' .
and places. Pr erred expreSSrve ohannels, rhetorlcal ’ .

. A
oL [ BN e UL Hd :

strategles _and argument~content 1s llkery to reanl

L3 b, ‘“

6
graphrcal experlence;bf a.group of peéple who flnd the1r

4 .

A 1dent1ty and ex1§tence threatened by protesters w1th o

confllctlng 1nterests.' rf we belleve that patterned

~

o fa culture, then counter—protest 1s another*crltlcal o

; Lo S .

',eme'whlch;requlres Ihvestlgatlon.
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féf“March- yes, fox elght years— hlstory,'storres I navi“””

ffMercer—' "yes; . since-. ear

- Sheardown—' Jone other po

:Wny do you compose verses?

"*Bonnah* personal satlsfactlon.,1>:~-f"'

“f-ﬂgfmarch—{ personal. satlsfaction.
»: Menchions—,  personal. satlsfactron. SO L v gl
“Mercex~.~ "I see humor in most thlngs...I am a dreamer "-:;72~

.,'EVEBEEEQEK 1 .fff”ﬁkg-';d tjyfﬁfféf5
QUESTIONNAIRE AND SU\MMARY UL A
. RIS U S '-; :
‘Do you wrlte verses abOut other subjects? Have you

“ever publlshed any of. yout work?.. .4 S
% Bonnah-~ yes; forhtwenty years; - "everYthlng that Lnte—sgl

“rests me,“ unpubllshed.-

)Q}Butler— ‘yes. (see: letter, Cahpter 5) :
'.Colllns—-yes, on a; dally b351s, “Rhymes of the Tlmes,"

or seven years, -

’iiGoo 1e—~no,:‘"just 1nterested ‘in thls toplc.P B e
4H1bcock— yés, ;since the: flfth grade, ‘one publlshed._ i
fLane—» yes,  since; boyhood mostly satlre' publlshed

prevrously

ﬁfﬁLarson— yes,.on many other subjects, unpubllshed. -
-.MacIsaac- -yes, since chrldhood, on a. varlety of sub--

e jects, publlshed Co N

‘heard,™ Unpubllshed

\l

- %/ "Ménchions- ' yes, for’ thlrty—flve y@ars/’about "anythlng"-i‘

that- appeals .to’ me-"

appublished prevrously—~tnis
wad a protest to" the

rotesters.

published.”""

m; on the. occa31on: of the -

‘birth’ of my daughter,
j~my v1ew from coast to coast

N

e BC Morplng side: show)

:»-'

,J'

Batler-' 'see letter, chapter:5.

. Gopbie- personal satlsfactlon.\?;lﬁ' L e
3 uHiscoqk—z."I work ‘out ‘my: frustration on'paper." . .

‘.. Lane-" personal’-satisfaction and, frlends.‘.:- L

i. .. Larson—- "to keep bittérsweet memories fresh.?j\ o e
e MacIsaac—.'"there are some thlngs only a poem can ﬁ‘;,fl I

Justlfy'" o

P

'l’sPltts—4'"to express my opinions,™ e b 0 e

‘-QTLSheardown—” for famlly and frlends.‘gt:ﬂﬁ;f@'iafiiﬂj53 5

L What klnds of response do you recelve about»your verse-'&“
making'> "?i5'4- ,u, L H,,,,W.‘,yu“: G e
T -Bonnah—' no response outside my famlly.'-;'.' RN
~+_Butler- " friénds. compliment me, some people; call
ﬂGQobie— ‘compliments’ on my. 'skill as’'a Verse-maker. T
’ HiScbck—: few people ‘outside Jmy. family.know about it;;'

I recelved most of my recognltlon whlle Btlll in

teens,' chlldren s storles‘ e 1

was :a, good way to eﬁpress*f"\

BN
. .
.
)
:
B
~ oL
-
S
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R hlgh school : e e A el
:]”fz-‘”ffﬁfb*7ﬂi'”*fiL ne-—: yes, they like" my Satlrrggggverses.,'n . ”le"H'ﬁi'ﬂ
an L \ e -. ~._ i e L L rson., good- Some ask for cOp o 4. S : e

jﬁ_j1;~» i-_,iﬁ“_g.MacIsaac— good response from famlly} frlends, and
o school children:: .t ‘
Lo .- .~ .March~ . yes, soffe hdve. asked for' copies and have sald

e el [ﬁ.jg'?l?Mercer— my - cnlldreh s stories have been taped and .*ﬂ“ g

e e e Y played ‘in ‘BEitish schools.v~,J P
;ﬁpltts—\,yes, published: in’ the Newfoundland Herald Wlth

R mall ‘paymérit: for. the effort, . - 7 - 77 o7 L
“,Sheardown—'famlly compllments.utiu'm g irfwjhf*afjﬁﬁyjl”

-‘jDo you anyone who'has been to the lce?
s T

:‘]ﬁBonnaheﬂ brother, friends, and other relat ves,,l
-ZButler—fxacqualnted ‘with ‘Cecil Mouland,\sugylvor of»
‘the 1914: Newfoundland disaster.. = ° iy

.. )7 I Have 'skill as a. verse—maker.~. o . ,-_A_P:_"f;ﬂV R
* Mehchions- - sometimes . people ‘ask for’ coples., Sy L d

":”ﬁ;ffffyf7¥;*‘f:Goob1e~ 3 _springs. personally and father'went ;'Wu;:ﬁ f‘tii'{{ o

e e ,nfignfv,_.HlSCOCR— no. .l St el T B AR O
vl e i T Lane= noe . v T o R PO

N T R UMLarson— . no,d although acqualnted w1th a %Ew landsmen.\u. '

@ T,3-;;”fiﬂgﬂl,,;?*anacIsaaq;' grandfather.__’ - N
. : ;*,_?;f.f}“ j_March-- mo; after: reading Death” on- the Ice, I felt oo
G e L sorpy Cfor geal hunters, -for 'what they’ went through AR
5000 00 70N 0% . and what they .are: going: through now. .o G ARt
AT T}A,f“n;f*Mbnchlons—\ I did several years aga;- my father and
... 70 brother went as well RS

S L L S A P
: . Qu:lnlh;Sheardown—'no. :ﬂ:_AjTt”ﬁﬁ“f. L AP TR v
,Nf;;'buaf'ﬁ?f‘ﬁf's “Why . do’ you . thlnk ‘Giteenpeace and’ Brlan Dav1es haVe ) " "
Ce e e chosen to: protest\the hunt? -t : E ‘ L
AL S Bonnah—“ prote§ters ‘toncern for the seals, h0wever' L
S u;;'y‘;q4;m15gu1ded,_1s commendable: "If monetary:gain-is.. o7
T o, o, the motlve, the organlzatlons ‘should be attacked N

Lerm L and dlsbanded. 'Protesters: can’ accompllsh aware—. . oo
e " .ness t6 the’ fact tne seal must not be: over—;:,.;~:,fﬁgf A B
-“~haxvested. R AR Sy g:,'..ﬂ”fnyTl

Butler-: for- thelr own| cause—-money—maklng L T O
GOOble— “they could make plenty -of rioney" 1f they got R
g o thé’seal fishery closed and tﬁeir OWn factoriesofuf : .
working imitation “fur.. P E .
Hlscock- moqtly for’ themselves.vy-"
-Lane-. as . ‘a ‘means of making money.. .. ¢ S
- Larson— ho loglcal reason..qubllc unrest._.
“MacIsaac= ‘the -protest “is, lucratlve.;n,x; R N
March— .~the. majorlty are trylng ‘to’ galn publlc recOg- AT
S nltlon' R - , e T : Py

. Mercer~ Ho. . -l UL thi'fwfigw'. f5 *U.Vﬂi’f'?7fafﬁz.f.k,,v




PRI "--Collins-\ they ‘have- not’ 1nflu€hced those whp harvest ,
o ]jg,f"-“ seals for a livllhood, ot those who " seek adventure.~
"i“i.;f ../ They. mdy' have enough emotlonal Support to affect
AR - the "séalskin market l\_.# .

qii Pltts—ﬂuyes, they -could’ close down - the: 1ndustry.-,-< ST
3sheardown—' yes," because.thqy lay on the- emotions Of = . T
- 'people like my. friend’ who ‘riow regard' the' baby sealﬁﬂ'tiil" |

' A R

\G:ooile— “gtupid . to: tr'y~to stop Newfoundlanders from

e Larsonr "assholes.“rﬂﬂ ”"“ ‘"'Qﬁ; ¢if$a{”f-fi‘qﬂd'" .1
L MacIsaac—.\"out for themseIVes.,. EEAR v

'”{;prnnah~' p0531b1y,, w1th over—populatlon of the herds, ?.ij .

"Vf{f?Butler—“ it depehds upon the markets and federal

. "fGooble— no." ™ e
X ”g{Hlscock— deflnltely threatened..,,.
.. Lane="_not- atoally o0 U trn e e
oL LLarsons no. s g T e T T o - IR N
”*;3-Menchlons—f no,’ eventually people will see what theses‘fj‘w* o

"QLMercer— (yes),' Ftowill - be too late after tne Seal

;‘\ wnat should Newfoundlandens o to defend the hunto;éﬁ*tff"l

. , N - [} . =
° ( S [
207 .

, - . \ ]

o SN i

nchlons— they protest the hunt for personal galn,
they can. get .a fat and easy 11v1ng by the1r :

protestlng. o o "t?i AR

Mercer— it coulad: be the beautlful soulful brownaeyes R
.of the. whltecoat which* touChed thelr heart, or e

publlclty, ox mgney and prOfltS. SR B Y 5
Pltts—, money and proflts.. C o ‘:-_' .
How\would you descrlbe the protesters° : R :”tﬁ:.“-;!. ;

world;,_mlslnformed and. out-of touch Wit the-*\
\realltles of “the hunt. "« . =y .

illing seals welE EVURON
Hlspock—"“sensatlonallsts, they may have been taken RTURR
»in by others and know Very lltt1e|about what is. : '
Feally happenlng S
Lane—g>"unemployed——they dOn't want to work and are
eeklng publicity." T .

:%T

March4 Tpeople lOOklng for attentldh "'f, AT N S

., Menc 1ons-f'“they are ‘not. really protesters wso 7“[ﬁ\*

Mercer- "I am shocked and- disgusted:with the", way thls Sl
1?famy has grown all out of proportlon.';f ' .z'f/

Is the future of. the seal hunt tnreatened by protesters? [ f;uly

o
the ;seal will”becomé a.nuisance to. the .fishe yh

Festrictions. ", - - 'ﬁ>:}‘

‘people -are, upqto.:“

“hunt 'is bahned or if all ‘the markets are clbsed

as somethlng akln to: the uman baby.z

‘
s ,_-A

: w.' -
! ‘-

Bonnah— flght progégan&a;wiilél

' Bonnah-. "protesters are.cdoncerped citizens: of ‘the ..o il

{
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Butler— protesters‘and Journallsts should not be

allowed to,view the hunt. ' = . R A
. Gooble—lget more ‘Newfies 1nterested in. Lt S
" Hiscock—" perhaps form groups.and’ visitrother countries . - .7 %
: and point out 'the crueltles that ex1st among them. . .
. Lane* ignore the protesters. el I

.Larson— continue with tradition.

- MacIsaac~ "As stood-our fathers so we stand "\:ﬂ' R
' March- Newfoundlanders- should keep cameramen off the "

Crigel - '\ETJ'
Menchlons—-encourage people to hunt seals and lgnore '
“the protesters.t . v
Mercere T .don't:know, short of throwrng all therpro-‘
testers 1n 3a11.-; »‘ N L
Sheardde— ‘yes,. I .was encouraged when thls Sprlng g
. (1978)a large number of" people turnegd: out to - see -
-vthe sealers Off’in the. traditional: way. T: think -
frlms concentratlng on sealers’ ‘and : their famllles
; and. ‘their: ‘way of: life wpuld force out51ders to”

N,

Do you thlnk Newfoundlanders ‘are sufflClently concerned
' about the future of the seal hunt? .

Bonnahr more than ever before, thanks to all the publl-'-

‘city. LU o
Butler—'yes, but self defense won t change too many ;
‘notions now conceived of by, people’who respect R

Colllns~' yes,. the involvement. of.th government, the

5‘ strong. hqme’ ‘support and. the-manner “inh whlch the S
- provoked sealers have kept thelr composure are pos— B
1€1ve elements. .- . o LT

“ Goobik- greater efforts should ‘be- made.-:_a ,i'f;g??;‘ B

Hﬁgcock— yes;.but. we may be too- late.. B S N

Lane-"thé : government succeedea 1n my oplnlon.,_‘,l

" Larson= yes, .0 -

anlmal pups more: thnan- llttle“babggi;

- lawsy

5 'MacIsaac—;greater efforts are needed better boundary

March—'yes} but more shOuld be done.{,,if

Menchlons— yes: Lo AR AN LI SRV A R

Mercer—f Newfoundlanders should resort to more drastlc .f"“"
i .measures. T feel they are not paylng enough heed

ST
Are your verses lntended asxcommentary about the
,exlstrng srtuatlon7 o : .

Y

Bonnahr yes.; YA e s o K
‘Butler— I wrote those verses to strengthen and sugport

"'VNewfoundlanders’ “Btand. in’ its gefense,. and. for the ;
i enjoyment I get 1n.know1ng I have helped. . : ,‘frf,
Goob1e—1c0mmentary.;.- S el T SRR AT

flook at.the other 51de of “the: story o rgruh';i;f“fﬁjﬂﬁe:.-{”:

- “ .o e L - . et A : « . . . N -
. Dl b . e - L S et N - . Tt
e T ~ s AP s PR A "
B R P . . . R -
. o - o e S - ‘. - . . . .- B Sl

e et
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e o T Hlscock— commentapﬁ and I also hoped‘to arouSe tne el b ;L
s S B -[.'”‘ -interest of otners...most ‘people, are ‘much” too pla-:"' e
L Lo ‘cid about things that’ really cbncern them.u;-_ T -}pé;
:x'r, T Lane—.wrltten for: fun. ", ¢ ! S j*gq
e S MacISaac— they are  a rallylng cry to others- some <?t':;_-g'-}w
. o e . 'good Newfoundland seal hunt songs are’ needed also & ~~‘ji’
R N s storles and plays.s_~' 2 1§x
Spin - “March~ cémmentary;, " but. also’ as. an attempt to 1nterest by
o ; * others. to partic1pate in: counterlnq the protest B '
3 " Ménchidns= they are:just ‘expressions ‘Of . ‘the way -T feel

y Merce —%%f I feel" erongly enough dbout. a subject,-
sidbmit it for publlcatlon ln the hopes 1t w1ll do .

seal hunt.as a: Way.of Lifé and’ to. po;nt out. tp |
others ‘that. Newfoundland sealers were ‘neither. cruel
or . unfeellng men, nt: rather a breed of brave,-~
hard—worklng and prOud men' coo : Do

.?';ésome good.
'/? rdowri~ I’ had hoped to make people thlnk about tnel

YO Have you éxpressed your concer\u in any other- way?

Most 1nformants replled they had dlscussed the 31tu—

e ,_A__jjatlon with famlly ‘and. friends., Mary - MacIsaac also:
cie e UL Tsenta. ‘letter Ito the, edltor ‘of" ‘the Toronto-. Star, and
L flw.fjf'?f'Eilzabeth Sheardown sent her, poem ‘to the CBC Mornlng
o Q:y; Slde (radlo program) poetry contest. R AR
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" .-Environment Envnronnement ST L o g
B Canada _ . A -\ Do
¢ N . ’ ':.: .
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LY P ERME T T e T e o
.. K oL . F— ot ' gll‘ f\ . ) . ,,.
© o . TOWHOM TT MAY CONCERN:.. - - ''" L

R

‘ ' S Pursuant t.o subsectlons L2 gS) rand 12(6) of the Seal

Ry o \ P;otect:.on Regulatlons, permlss:.on lS hereby =granted to
. ":-,'_ - _'. , "“-.' " Lo ",.' ot 'f" . \.' N I A . \',
“ .- SRR .cynthia Lamson St T N
1 r A 208 Cartier
A t _John 5;~;. e
1. S SR ) s
- ! 'Q . s m - , L] ‘.;' ‘. i
i AN N -

T : . . -4 . T L e N Iy 1‘; - " T T - .
. . L v S - Vel S | . T L ; ' . i . a
e TN et o N .. L L. L

N .,td. approach w1thin one-half of .a. nautical mlle of any area in
sl Q. ol wh:Lch a_ $eal hunt: is belng carr:.ed out, sub]ect to the followmg
' B terms and conditions. N . IR
SN . N . -""“.. ; L . V‘- ‘\.‘ .~ - R ..' -
o l_,.."'mus pernu.t J.s valid from MRI‘Ch 10 g0 Me.rch -15. oy
o 1918 ’ for the Front Area only. ."-'j_'...’ .' ;‘ e

"".;'I‘ransportatlon to. apd from the afea of the hunt. shall be by

. -means-of’ hehcopter S and the helicopter is permitted ' A . A
i to-land: within one—half of a naut:.cal ‘mile of any seal on the‘ o R e,
,'ice and fly over. seals on the ice at an a1t1tude of less than L e b
2 000 feeb T R

D
T

_ '_"IA E‘J.shery Officer must be oangrd all helxcopter fllghts ;
authonzed by this permlt ST ~:_ . ._-, ) : ' '

- S B . . e A

CeETes 4. E Th:.s permt shall be produced for examinata.on upon the z;equest
RO of an. enforcement offJ.cer. e £
s T ..|"., s i ‘: i ; A o “:' ',‘ , o

_ Persons covered by’ th:.s permlt sha11 not xnterfere w1th sea].s
. or t.he seali’hg operat:.ons., SRR .

6 Non-—compl:.ance w.].th the terms and condit:.ons of this permit
L shall J.mmedlétely render 1t null and Yoid - ; :

St Anthony ,"

Dated at
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