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i‘" e Based on the premise that customs are adopted to ‘g :
é, - L meet recurrlng needs that the needs of one culture are iéf
i; L not the same as those of another ,’ and. that,needs change SN o %-
\i' ﬁ~.;.!Q‘7 ,w1thin a developlng culture thas study looks at the way :‘vl_n L
P ) ; 1n whlch the -customs aSSOCIated w1th the(chUrch bell tradr— “'"}7
f: j.; g t1on are reflectlve o} the s001etal changes whlch have‘fnan?f':
occurred in Newfoundland S " 'ﬂ: o ',nf-uffi” d;,gauﬁf;f
The data for thls work was obtalned prlmarlly‘from‘h;flfdf
'TE ' e h'.l"personal 1nteryaews and fleld research conducted between:"‘
; 5_5 ;rj~}‘; | ;January 1980 and July 1981 on the Sduth Coast of Newfound—gldﬁﬁi":f.iﬁi‘
? | land the Northern Penlnsula, the Port au-Port Penlnsula, :.’!C'.-":.IE-
? '>and the Bonavasta Penlnsula in Central Newiopndland, and IR _ﬁ‘
j 'the ‘C,1t‘y o:f SJ?- John' s and 1ts"..enylrons. . Further 'in-:forrna-‘ , ’
? ~tlon was Obtained fron questionnaires distributed to the\. ﬁ
l?' . clergy of the prov1nce, and from 11brary and archlve
%ﬁ- ’ research partacularly the Memor1a1 Un1vers1ty of Newfoundr’ '. ; . ;3"
.é -fland Folklore and Language Arch1ve collectlon o I%
g. \ The purchase of church bells in Newfoundland ‘ ‘
? ‘ spannlng a period of some 140 years was tied to the - L i .Efé.
\ - - o prosperlty of the flsh1ng 1nﬂustry. Wlth 'the 1nflux of - -
b | | electronlc systems ‘in the mld-twentleth century, ‘the pug— - i%
: ¢ chase of church bells, per se d1ed out. - I i
‘:; g .v': :‘7.] _ .‘ Wlth a. long hlstory of: development 1n Great Brltalnyf ’
E' _the tradition ‘was altered substantlally When transferred
' [ TN - T ' ‘ e e Dt
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oL to, Newfoundland Change rlnglng, requlrlng several bel y
ce was not contlnued becaﬂse the- bells Were too expens1ve d,.

I

P L » . j A
++ . .- the wooden church towers were not strong enough to. support

. ‘gthe -welght of~more than one bell* Many rlnglng custéms

o o ~~assocw.ted w1th 1arge scale agrlculture were 1nappropr1ate

R S in the flshlng—o‘rlented soc1ety of. th1s ~prov1nce and .
' e T others such 'as, the use of  the bell as a dlrectlona.l guide,

were glven a. new emphasm—-ln th1s case, gu1d1ng_-men across

: water rather than land A e

R S Church bell 1nscr1ptlons = one’ of the more stable

\ faspects of«zthe.tradltlon are expresswe of” 1deals and

‘r." R - values 1n Br1ta1n and Newfoundla.nd alike. :The structures'

n ‘ ) ) ‘bullt to house :the bells however hav:\a changed in \recent
o \ ‘tlmes uniler the 1nfluence oi’ North Amer1can culture. ) ThlS
L ‘ T -

~same«1nfluence, as well as the general development of New—

» foundland has led to a decl’lne 1n the use of church bells .

18 - -

1 ‘ 'ias audlble communlcators and t0> the 1ntroduct10n of a

o .‘.Secondary dlsplay functlon. e K N B

.
L]

’.I‘he customs an‘d changes assocrated w1th th1s tradl—

O e e e e -

.tion can be seen nbt only as a reflectlon of the, needs of

~ L . v
Sa ' e .

ST . Newfoundland soc:Lety, but also o:E the early influences of

ot vttt iy e

-
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bt b o

e mse

Great Brlta*fn, the break of colonlal t;Les thh the "Mnﬂmr

Country" the later 1nf1uences of North Amerlcan—culture, :

T (.
and the asubsequent polltlcal and economlc attachment to

’
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effort of r search and &g:ast/mg It wou d also be 1mpos-
& ‘sdble to najne here; all the pe0p1e who helped elther by
prov1d1ng Unformatlon encouragement or shoulder to cry

'on' but vam’ most grateful to one and al and can only hope

that tb thes1s whlch follows does JustL.e to them . ,x\
T There-! are, however several groups ‘'and individuals \'
whom g*must name here since w1thout them thls the51s would

_::"‘. .

never have come to be. I thank flI‘S‘t"

[

all, my parents

to come to Newfoundland have been a co stant source of

| support and.undenstandlng. They have always patlently,
o though not unquestloningly,' accepted me and my varlous 2 j
| ‘endeavours and have always been there when 1 needed them
most. To them go my eternal thanks and. I dedlcate th1s

thes1s to them as a tang1ble expres51on of my gratltude

b ¥

and.slmply, as’ my mother‘would say, 'because." - B g—\‘

Tﬁe'perennial prqblemiof students, that'of'finances,
' ‘was alleviated for me by.manwApeople}'and I thank'my parente

L v

- for.helping me .out earlier this year;‘Dr;'Frederick'Al'
. i , ' S Ha Co
‘Aldridh;'Déan of Graduate Studies, for support in.the form
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o:f_ a. bursary, the Department of Folklore for prov1d1ng me

e
: % :
" -"“/‘it{ ‘an, archlve ass1stantsh1p and funds for ,nfleldwork '
A N ) \ \

4
-
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ment and a proctorshlp. \I thank too the glrls of Curtls

i o e Pt e o AN o
¥
‘-I
. . . oo N
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.
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House who were a constant reminder to me that 11fe does .

» \
result 1nstrumenta1 in -the malntenance of my sanlty over
the past . two years. : A ’. o

‘\

Although thls study is concerned with bells ‘1t was
L M R { . L.

\ v

y

¢
1

the \leadershlp of Dr Dav1d Buchan whom I found to be a

stablllsmg emot1ona1 and 1ntellectua1 prop

Spe01a1 .

thanks go to DrJ Gerald 'L \P001us who, as my adv1sor ‘

e il e T £

hroughout the preparatlon of this the81s has been a

onstant and valued source of adv1ce\ and assmtance and

R

i g when I announced my 1ntent10n to look at the church
. : IS N
b 11 tradltlon R -\ : \

My colleagues in \the Department of Folklore have
\

: lso been tremendously supportlve over the 1ast two years

by 1lsten1ng to my rambling‘s and thoughts by prov1d1ng .

§
'references suggestlons and 1deas in academlc life, and by

Kd

: prov1d1ng companionship /and solace on the soc1a1 s:.de.
. \ EN
Spec1al thanks go to Jane Burns, Natalle MacPherson, and

“Annie Drover (née Pierter) w1thout whom ;11:fe would not hafve

. ' o ' o
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.,_....,..»_,__._.._._.._.'._.._;_'_..___.j_.,:_wu . e T o TR RS FE

'research and Paton College for prov1d1ng me w1th an apart-

: _‘not revolve around bells and folklore and who were as a

’ not and could not have beén wrltten in 1solatlon from the -
othe.r areas of f&olklore scholarshlp, and my smcere thanks a

. go ‘out- to my- teachers in the Department of Folklore under -

. ho was one of the few \people who dld not ’crack u.p laugh—
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: been nearly SO 51gn1f1cant nor such :Eun to Cheryl Brauner

thel

. 'and lElene Freer for thelr as‘zistance ©n; fi 1d trips and

perm1ss1on to use selected photographs 1n th1s

to Catherlne Schwoeffermann and Colln Qulgley for

[ . .

r

BRELIA -
- .).

,to C eryll Brauner and Jam1e Morelra for ,g1v1ng up. vast

"amounts of tlme to proof read the flnal draft :for the

I B El

anner in whlch they suggested 1mprovements, .and

N

for bri glng me back to normallty every t1me I went ) 'off-

the deep end"

she manage\d to produce f{rom my dubnous doodllngs and to 4

) Mrs. | Dallas Strange who }patlently worked on the typlng of

' '-thls the51s and uncomplalnlngly c‘ontended w1th last mlnute -

' 'renovatlons

so I offer her my’ apologles as’ well as. my thanks \ Thanks

. of woe, goy and wonderment

'graphs. . _

. . S 3 PR . - ) -

. years

: folklore as T do.

I know that Mrs Strange has been dreamlng

- about funerals and tolllng bells as a result of th1s worky,

are. also extended to ‘Ben Hansen anq his team in the depart-"

»

ment of Educatlonal Telev1s:Lon for reproducmg my photo—

I3

Friends b"u't‘si"d'e' the Fo~1k10‘re department" have - also

been very supportlve a.nd. encourag:.ng over: the last two

, and thelr ears have been most recept1ve to my tales

Spec:.al thanks go. to Joanne

' Macasklll Who by now must know as much about bells and

She has 'heard' me through all my

problems and predlcaments as a. student and a proctor has-

prov1ded me w1th much needed emotlonal and splrltual swpport

Y
\ .

t'o A11 Kahn for the hand dra,wn figures whlch

‘."_ shar ng: worrles and 1deas whllst we were actually wrltlng,
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Rev. Peter Macasklll of Chomedy, Quebec for the p otogra.phs‘
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Ma.ry the Virg1n Anglican Church in Lance Cove
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'\ - Last but by no means least I w1sh to. thank the
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oo th1s the31s I am most gratefu‘l to th,e clergy o[ the o

c provmce and others who palnstaklngly respond d to my
7 ln ’ “ > , ., "
' o questlonnalres to the hundreds of people who t lked to me

about bells and other aspects of folklore whlcEAI researched.

‘ dur;ng my coursewprk, and to the many people who took me N

4

-in’to’th—e’ir ho:;nes an‘d. fed, Qvatered accommoc},ated ed.ucated

- and entertalned me whlle I* was d01ng f1eld research Fleld

[

.

‘work can be qulte traumatlc and whllst mine was terrlfy— :
1ng on, occa31ons bec,@lse o:f the nature of bell towers the .

b ; personal conta.ct 31de of" 1t was a wonderful and memorable

e experlence. To ‘the people who ma.de J.t so I say a hea.rt—

! ' : o C ce

, felt "Thank You L ,"’ o
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