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ABSTRACT

The purpose of - this study was: to trace the work
of the SLSters of Mercy in Newfoundland in the fleld,,
A *C of bu51ness educatlon. Thg%SLsters began the1r work

“3;1n the 1ate 1800's, when they flrst 1ntroduced bu51-7
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ness educatlon courses 1nto the currlculum of thelrf’:

1900's, when they began phas;ng out the formal bu51—'d

'~-f, ness educatlon programs which . they had developed over

0

the years 1n thelr schools._ Thelr act1v1t1es ln this‘

area constltute an 1mportant and laStlng contrlbutlon

BN .
to the fleld of bu31ness educatlon. 'There has been‘no~

o

.‘ convent SChools. Thelr work contlnued untll the mld- o

prev1ous in—depth schSiarly lnvestlgatlon 1nto thlS as—.'

pect of the Slsters’ work. ‘Therefore, a study of the

; Slsters' contrlbutlon to thls fleld is} 1ong overdue. :

The flrst\part of thlS study pro 1des hlstorlcal
background of the Slsters of Mercy, the establlshment

of the early convent schools 1n Newfoundland, and the

~ Ve .\\

.1ntroductlon of bus1ness educatlon subjects 1nto the.” '.

currlcuithxof these schools.';i

The second part of the study deals w1th the

openlng of Commercial Departments at several of the o
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. slsters' schools and colleges around the Island, thpﬂ ‘ L y
= “ . . . . . . .

development of comprehensrve bumneé@‘educatron programs

: g “in these-departments, and the :Lntroductlon and develop— ( ) i i : ; :

ment of. bus:.ness educatlon programs at convent schools

where Commerc1a1¢ Debartments were not establlshed
¥ ce

"The Slsters of Mercy in Newfoundland started theJ_r St

A . e

busrness training- at a tlme when busmess educatlén was ' o

® . -

- 1n its 1nfancy and when the fleld of bu31ness was. just

t ] ol

'becom:.ng an acceptable fleld of employ-ment for women’, -

Jrosy S . The fores.tght, energy i g"'end determination of the eardy " '. = . L 7

s ’l . . ~ s
Lo \,Slsters.won the respecl'\ ofr educators and business. people-

-across Newfoundland. Anhd, the outstanding achievements
. : — v - . o

v

'they represented a recogn /zed place not only J.n the edu-

4 \

catlonal and bu51ness c:l.rc'es of the Island but also in:
mternatlonal bu51ne§s_educ t:.on‘compet:x.tlons.-< , 4
'In.the.‘-late 1950"s and ‘early 1960's, many ‘schools
.and colleges 1n Newfoundland began closrng down thelr
L Commercral Departments or phasing out thelr business o v;
educatlon classes. The convent: schools and colleges
operated by the Slsters of Mercy were among thlS group. . E

A INew educat:l.onal 1nst1tutlons such as Holy Heart of Mary_ _

4

Lelsl T S ReégicGnal H1gh Schaol for glrls and The College of

v '.-'I‘rades and Technology in St. John s, along w1th the

:-_Dlstrlct Vocatlonal Schools across the Island - naw .
took up.‘the .task o_f Rrepar:.ng the youth of Newfoundl)d
- for the world of business. '
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CHAPTER I

v, - -
- . 0
- . - »

In the early part ‘of the nineteenth centuxy, the:,

educational" .and ehployment opportunities forA young me'n

FLo -

anvaomen in Newfoundland were 11m1ted ' Apart from the

. .f"professmns of nurs;.ng and teachlng, there wvere practl- o
v o ', cally no other f:.elds where women could f:L{nd employment K4
. ( _ except as- domesj:lcs Or sa].es glrls,

2
types of work for women of the mlddle and upper classes.

both unac ceptab 1e :

Lo ‘-‘The men of the tlme fared a. 1:Lttle better in the profes—

-.SJ.ons, but they were Stlll restrlcted to a ].arge degree

' by famlly f:Lnances and lack of 1ocal profess:l.onal traln—

-3

.-: ing centres .

ydﬁ’ ion of the typewrlter for busn‘ess .
A - purposés-in the latter half of the century and ;Lts Tom~

.///blned use w1th the popular "art" of shorthand, changed

e > '_1' -

° r’
’ both the educatlonal and employ‘xinent plcture for. meﬁ‘and :

women' in Newfousdland. . A spec1al type of pr:ofess:.ona‘i}j

tra1n1ng waé soon developed in schools and colleges,'

'}d%hole new breed of bus:messmen and bus:Lnesswomen

a

' known as., typewrlters or typists, stenographers, and ”'f e
sec,retarles appeared :Ln business offlc,es‘ across Grea{:.

- - ‘. : : . b B . R . . . ‘
-and Canada. - = "' s

.Brit'ain, ‘the United States,

. o . .
i . l .
¥ . .- .

INTRODUCTION TQ THE STUDY .- « ' . - %

Py C e e
v .
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It was not'lonq before Newfoundland. then a colony

' of Great Brltaln, was also lnvolved 1n thls new wave of

,v‘ ~ o Yo

a century.!

_E‘v“ia,éncé‘c'“dfi‘;t}ieq.r .";fi‘né -J.work.\.' ot

e L P . . ..
BNy Lo T . . s C el AN

-

/from St._Johd“s on the East Coast to St George S, on the
T ] B : )

-7

'»4.—'

The purpose of ﬁhls study was to document the work of
.@

g HnyfII.. Rev1ew of Related therature s.“hu 5-

Ta L

A reviaw ofﬂwhe 11terature revealed two research

‘studles pertalnrng to the 51sters of Mercy 1n two speclflc

states of the Unlted States-

Il

Gllgannon (1962)

Fof Mercy ln the f1eld;of nursang'-

CrOgan (1942) studled the“.«ﬁl

\
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conducted a

SlsﬁErs of Mercy 1n Newfoundland from 18423t0I1955 buti:ff’{;”

[ * . . W
‘~,4 made only brlef references to thelr work 1n the fleld

"{“ of bu51ness educatlon, Bouey (1963) conducted*a study°;”gf

tlons'and programs of hlgher 1earn1ng conducted“by the

Slsters of Mercy 1n the Unlted States,,and Fagan (1972)

studled the educatlonal work of one of*the colleges.ff*i'

»" .- .v . LEARY

:JH;‘ operated by the Slsters\of Mercy 1n Newfoundland—

St Brlde & College, thtledale,.from 1884 tp 1964 .buF

1’

‘“Qd?fﬂ made only brlef reference to the Work of the Commerc1al w5
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r : v’V Sources of Data

[ U P PR
P -

others 1nvolved w1th the work of the Slsters of Mercy),

.F:the Annual Reports of the Roman Catholic Schools of

e v, 11

The squrces of 1nfbrmatlon Were malnly from prlmary

“.-- . ’, ,t,

sources, such as publlcatlons of the Slsters of Mercy,.:}f

. A 1 ;
records, publlcatLons of the schools 0pera¢ed by the '
. -'“‘11 M LN,

s

Slsters.of Mercy, lndlv16uals Slsters of Mercy, former-:

buSLness-educatlon students of the convent schools, and

‘,4\.1- = '

s

Newfoundland-'and the Calendars of the Councrl of ngher {”3

».a

;newspapers* related theses,:fai
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' ST THE FOUNDATION OF THE CONGREGA’I‘ION “
CaEn OF THE SISTERS OF MERCY IN NEWFOUNDLAND S
» ‘*:Thls chapter w1ll provide background informatlon ' e
‘ffihpuf:afifffﬁreléted to the rellglouSrcongregatlon of the Slsters ;~f;}r
'of Mercy and the events wh1ch led to the fJ.rst founda-."“‘:' PRI
. e ’tlon of that Order 1n ‘Newfoundland. The fJ.rst part of - :‘f.,:.
e T S ’ . SRR TR
Co . “g'thls chapter looks at the foundatlon of thls Order 1n - e}ﬂ
i i . ey
'?4 g . Ireland 1n the early part of the nineteenth century e
S ;1- ”filand th@ efforts of bhe Blshop of St John s 'to- lntro-rh l ' A
{*f° tuiduce the Slsters t% Newfoundland The second part of %
] o r~.'the chapter looks at the establlshment of the flrst "
Ll ~\ '_..convent of the Slsters of Mercy in ‘gt John s ;“‘ ', e
- SN £ @ CI;{ Hlstorlcal Background ) i
ot Y . of the Slsters of Mercyn' '
o i The Congregatlon of the\S1sters of Mercy was
'é;- . ':founded 1n Dublln, Ireland, on September 24f 1827 The«@‘:lu f
ﬁj?; '{foundress of the Order ‘was .an - IrlSh woman by the name
KR = of Catherlne Ellzabeth McAuley, born at Stormanstown ];3 .
EERIE House, County Dublln. : {“9 S i.;,'-‘f"’ SR
The early 11fe of Catherlne McAuley was to flt 0 ‘.
3: ‘}‘her well for the role Whlch she was later to assume. :r.’ . i
: Ca S A B
! - - o ‘ . vl
: e " * S :
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_GroW1ng up in Ireland at a: tlme when schools were avall- J' N ’;}'
t - :
e able only for the very wealthy, Catherlne saw her fa- .
: v . k

'1;‘;1ther regularly brlng together the noor of the area 1n
;order to 1nstruct them 1n the truths of the Cathollo f;;'
: falth After the death -of her parents, she went to |
:llve w1th famlly friends and was later adopted by a’
{}wealthy couple.

However, desplte the- comforts of her

,7_} new home, Catherlne was not 1nd1fferent to the poor

- . hf?and dlstressed whlch she saw around her in Dublln.‘ The
: ;: memory of her father s love for the poor was no doubt
- .;‘”?J:very much allve 1n Catherlne s mlnd for she was" soon\

""fto emulate hls example. From her comfortable home she'fiiﬂ'

21'went out.lnto the streets of Dublln to help these un-'L:hT ﬁ
dj/ifor unate people.. Her experlences w1th the poor soonf . fj
*fi'iC};F :fflledfhir to con91der devotlng her llfe to charltable j‘ .
: ' prfkﬁ (Carroll 1866, pp 95;..7; 18; 56 -57) el
O - SR

jCatherine qulckly dlscovered two truths which were to _f;g‘f

*

,;underlle the remalnder of. her llfe s work

: ) Flrst\that the g1v1ng ‘of alms, food and o :f.._'lwﬂl
".+ | clothing was not of any’ permanent. value- R N

with skills which would enable’them to - .-~ ' .
e .earn their own living, and thus give them ; .- = .
};,gr‘; a measure of self-respect. Second,.that T

", . -the greatest handlcap under which they .
- o . laboured was- 1gnorance, and that to bring o .
S oo o7 7. .about any permanent amelloratlon of their: . - . ..°
e ' : condltlon they must get elementary secular T

R St N 2 . . “ . B . A P

P T

pmteman e

From her work w1th the- poor glrls of the area, R T

‘that these’ glrls would need to be’ equlpped ' gy?b_ R
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completed, ]

- her.in he ’workf

[

had remalned 1n.cont1nuous operatlon from 1ts openlng

;instruction} systematl rellglous 1nstruc—
“tion, and be tyained to put. the’ teachlngs@. T
' of- the faith' into. practlce in thelr dally
11ves.. (Wart 1956, p 7) : : o

l;On the dea" of her adoptlve parents, Catherlne

[

f‘-became the hel ess to, thelr large fortune. Wlth the

"'jﬁmoney she pu,chased plece of property and arranged

‘n i

,T‘fon,the.ere tlon of a bulldlng When the hulldlng was-

w

oved in. On September 24 1827, the

———n

1866 P- 114)

(Car 011,

‘ jometlme later Catherlne dec1ded to prepare for a .f
:f;rellglgus llfé. Whlle several of ﬁhe women contlnued

'”ito operate the HOuSe of Mercy, Catherlne and two com—'?!i

=

"lpanlons entered the George s Hlll Presentatlon Convent ‘
‘131n Dub11n to begln thelr nov1t1ate.. They were pro— h
[fesse& on December_lz 1831, the date whlch marks the S

‘foundatlon of the Order, ‘even” though the House of Mercy;* :

PR

[

:“Jdate in 1827. The newly professed Slsters returned

“p
"~
Ve
o
e
v
.
N
.
o N
"o .

-}The next day, w1th the apprOVal of the Archblshop,

“1mmed1ately to the House of Mercy to resume thelr work. .

S ""J - Lo . Tae
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atherl_e s companlons, women who had JOlned
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L
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e o Y gt g St e O L . . R ?
~ i - - PRA e N

':‘. - Y ,‘ . . C .
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i ) . N '- J- ”\. ) A - N
y \j,iz.;f Slster M Catherlne was app01nted Mo,
: IR the House of Mercy and trom tﬂg§$§ay A
S B k,,wn as/Mother McAuley. (Carroll, 18 anpp.‘123 124
ERER ‘,138 139) R Sl
'.s‘ The 1gnorance of Ireland's poor was well knOWn tof*hgéf
L Mother McAuley, and she ;eallzed that the only way she3u£'-”7'"“
' could help these people would be through Céthollc edu-Tﬁ]tﬁa
fng;mv' catlon., Speclallzed trarnlng or leadershfp qualltles,tu,;,,i,i~.;g e
‘:..' 4‘,:-‘ .' *.,,,! X i . L " PR B oA e
: , .J:~she‘be11eved, could only be developed once the people : N
LT were suff1c1ently educated to be*able to make use of »1;“;f"i57fic}3i.
S '{.f these qUalltles (Lennon, 1954 p 12) RO Thus educatlon, ff»f\}iifflﬁlﬁff
”ﬁ becﬁme the most 1mportant WOrk of the newly formed Order, - 3
o '\t-and Mother McAuley felt that her teachers should be“Well xd
‘. v - " ;9 . o . LI o
.'\‘,_~. '* M .“ ,) ' ’/ﬁ‘.."‘ B R o ',,-‘
o prepared for the task whlch they were to undertake- Sl g1g'f‘3fl.:;s~¢.xa
' )ﬁA'ﬁ ’Teachlng she regarded as the chlef functlon },‘“Tng':f}~V‘~'i‘
© ... pf the Order,: and teachlng requlres con=: ' L e
;tlnual preparation. .. .. to teach well, Pﬁv~;ﬁ_lld;‘;}:fdyay;q
' -klndness ‘and .prudence,. though indispensa~-. ' T T
. .. ble, will not suffice without the solid . .~ ool oo
.. .. ' foundati®on’ of' a good: ‘éducation; and a judl-'f'~f~”z”'gg“ T
L. .. 'clious: method of 1mpart1ng knowledge..;ﬁ'LQ B S VR
ot (Carroll, 1866 174) o gibyg'hyyfiqjg RS T
1;” iiié;fi A7Mother McAuley de51red that ohlldren should not onlyi | 3'%
recelve a sound educatlon fnom teachers who were quall-'“l .
: fled ‘to lnstruct them but should also "recelve a thor— T f e
~ ':“‘ough1Y'Chrlstlankifucatlonz-an educatlon of Wthh rellglon .Leﬂ?f:"z
IR l=ftls not a mere:. ornament, but the ba51s,'the sustenance, the' 5f§;?f‘§}
_ﬁ essence, the 1nseparable accompanlm lt" (Carr ll, lBGG,;;*ﬁL'?~f l
Ll pp. 173_179) | S




'other McAuley codld not flnd models on whlch to

;-'er Cathollc ed&’

1',

) enllghten her.g Therefore, 1n

exampl

Es ta,; encourage

order o. accompllsh he mlSSlon

she v151ted the best educg/ional instltu—fl[g ool
" ‘tions. in:the city (Dublin), and ffom thei¥.:. ... /' :
e Tl qograms she adapted - the best methdds of RN
‘};~i¢;‘ﬁfﬁteach1ng -seciillar subjects, and permeated S e
‘ ‘. these with the precious glft of rellglon.Ajﬂjf T

‘ The framework whlch Mother McAuley used to set up her o

e

"r
By
.
A
e
Iy
a
e
¥
.}
5
"\'1‘
B
ok

ﬁ educat10na1 system lncluded the following

' l Purpose—-All for the honor and glory

; “ ‘of” God L e

o w20 !Scholarshlp--Each Slster must have a - '

R ., 2377 7 ¢ | thorough -English education-and in’ !

tl ] f~;;: addltlon, specxallzatlon.tfxq;' SRR B

N },?Lfgff):ﬂﬁ*ﬂ 3 Progre551veness-eStudy to become ac—.

o I TR qualnted wmth every -improvenient ‘in- o

5 L Lthe manner and’ method of. impartlng R -
" S T lffj' lnstructlon.‘n_ - ,g_.u.' o e

3 - f ‘;} '4 Preparatlon—-The Slsters shall pre-”q ' '

S S L B pare. daily .the lesSons . they, are to. . T e
R IR e E R present to the puplls. 1:_ A .'_-'ﬁ'3“~“f

. ‘ " - w
e i L ., -
° ' AT IR f - Lo
: : e d DT r
. - . - . .
i o bra s v £t e s
- . 3 M - A
" . e [
- . . o
4 . ' ~‘ 1,. .. ’
. ,
“.‘ ' .
! ‘1‘ ' ".
S 7 -
. ¢ t . R
1 . ‘ll
\
. ' N ;
-0 .
- . N

‘,I(LEdhon, pp 12 13) N _1; ,_i‘. ) (.,.;Jh}*'}&g"jiiaif;l'

TR }°f”f.'5 IDlSClpllne——ObVlate punistnent -by | L e e

REA Qy.,;"“u;_~,[jﬁn- glVlng the. chlldren plenty of occur,'}.

e

‘Jfl“_"ﬁﬁng?lf;f,' 6"' Staff-—A Slster dlrectress shall be ki
I S ﬂgf_{,_yi'; app01nted to each- school . Her" duty

kS , A ;18- to supervise pérsonally. ‘She:is . - .l
» “5-';L~w" respon31ble for- keeplng records for -' :f“_AL:jx~i
i Lo L0 sl inspection. - (Familiar Instructions ... St
';'~2~L}Ji?_‘” RS of Mother Catherlne McAuley, 1927, B Aoy ﬁf
R f;ﬁ?oi' chap 2) e R - s
3 ' ' o T . Lol
. . - . ." ] ’.‘ . —1' _
u. ! - ;v‘»:'\' . ‘_, n‘:
' el :i . ' .. :







educatlon,——a school where chlldren may be

o 1.' ? ff“,f‘.z ‘taught . the elegant and fashionable acc T
R RS pllshments of the’ day, and ;t/;he/saﬁegﬁlme ;
e e - -“_;.may have their’ young minds—properly .imbued

Wlt‘_th? pr1nc1p1e . rellglon. (Flemlng,‘{,

N
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m,at the same tlme to flnallze ne otlatlons ‘with th“l"
b ‘ 1ize neg ons with the

ﬁ:‘»f- Vfaﬁv 'j'fof Mercyl The May 18, 1842 lssue”Ef/&he Newfoundland

S e [

PR TPatrlot carrledaan artlcie fro —tHe-

. B Yt . ~ ’ .
. o T L as II/ws~ i \ _
Av:A- o < ’ "- : “ o . '.:.' Cy
_ﬂg. = ‘ ;ET-‘ The truly zealous and beloved BlShO ‘ e
ff%%%ﬂ R 'vg_&_hV1car1ate of Newfoundland, sai £Yom leerpool
AR P rf “on the 4th inst. . . : object-in v151t1ng '

fi Ty T el Ireland was to procure materials for. his splen-
B . 'did Cathedral now being“érected in’ St. Johalts;™

N S j,'Newfoundiand . .. In'additien—to having thus™ -
oo e v = Taid the .foundation of= magnlflcent i .. . téemple, - -

” Nhls lordshlp‘on/t is occasion, has laid another .
-foundation ‘for the- sustainment. and _promo iem o .
/,,drellglon, by inducing many who_aspiF¥e to be tem- i
g 'plgg,cf/the'ﬂoly Ghost,. to leave their. country,
////,*thelr parents, and thelr friends, toﬁplant the - = =.

sters .

) ) Ta’/‘l N ‘-. ' 'read .";'_:- '.,A. N )

H'ig_g/f" 'standard of the cross in a foreign cbuntry, and - ° shfl\

-~ ‘to-pour into the ears of llsplng babes in: the -
~~"distant wilds of North America the salutary les-
. .sons of 'virtué -and- religion, . . . 'These nuns )
© are to. found a Convent, or House of Mezcy,
. Newfoundland. ... . these ladies of thé.Order -
e . ‘of. Mercdy will not ‘only attend to the admlnlstra—c*”
i 7T w0 tions 6f, charity; but will also open-.an eéstab- -
oL e '“"'llshment for the educatlon of the wealthler
fclasses. (p 3) -

g'<3 o ”"ff}2;\7 LOn‘June 10, 1842 the Feast of the Sacred Heart of
{ P P “

A ? Jesus, the young 1ady whom Blshop Elemlng had sent toih .
[ . 4 .
S Ireland now Slster Mary Francls Creedon, along w1th two
tﬂ _ . L

s ; A L .

L o ’ o S
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; The Slstersrgg%z eventually escorted to the re51dence of "
'ﬂ\the Blshop, whére arrangements had Been made for them to _j.: , ,;;,#5;.
- Lt I

i - ‘ LTy

““#(Flemlngy 1979, p._37l) 2 ThlS small group fprmed the .ffff L

'}:fflrst foundatlon of the Sisters, of Mercy in North America. SRICE EEVE

:.;(Howley, 1979,334 371) e Ff'.-}: : _"" P;'EU \ A

Wlthln ‘a’ few months the Slsters were able to move T ;;;:~ g {f}
Lo K : ,"’- . . L " .' C ....‘v
~Tl1nto thelr new convent“. Very shortly thereafter they ; {‘ AR -

f;,The convent w’oden structure, was replaced dn. 1856

e o ’

er§; &P, the sir Walter Scott-""”'

- On approachlng the wharf ._.‘we found"
”)1t and/tHOSe -adjoining’ thronged with’ multl—ﬁ
es who were eager to extend -a. welcome to
~ those ‘who had made so many and such great
-sacrlflces,for the- promotlon of the splrltual
.interests of the people of Newfoundland “and,
‘as:they neared. the landing-plage,” cheers, loud.
. 'Axand long,‘testified't‘ -delight of ‘the expec~- -
_//tant mulzltudes ‘ leming, 1979* PP’ 371 372)

,---- .. hg_» ,u i '? N

"istay untll such tlme as" thelr convent was complequ By

.Zwere jOlned by a fourth 1ady who had already completed

'her nov1t1ate 1n another Order (Flemlng, 1979, p.,373)

' \

'by aﬁﬂew stone bulldlng and off1c1a11y opened ‘in 1857
'f(Howley, 1979, 374) 'In the succeedlng years thls ;Vf
. NEEREL ) !
‘“convent was to play a. very 51gn1f1cant part 1n the hls-“

'z‘tory of bu51ness educatlon 1n Newfoundland as w111 be LQ

"jseen in. Chapter V.
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";Sandy Point and 1ts 1ater relocatlon to St George s,-and

,G.Aprll 26, 1843, 1ess than a year after thelr arrlval in-

.~*St John's, the follow1ng edltor s note appeared 1n“~

Oorphanage; .the first boarding school‘operated at-thef
Convent bf Merxcy, St John‘s-‘and the convent schools at
'Brlgus, Burln, Conceptlon Harbour, and St Lawrence. i

¥

The second‘part of the chapter 1ooks at St. Peter s

n\

‘3.School in St thn s; the second boardlng school at

J-,!' S a .

a.,TSt..Brlde s, Academy, Lmttledale, the f1rst conyent school

T -

fffounded by Slsters of Mercy from the Unrted States at

o

'}the other early prlmary and elementary schools operated ”fT- ‘:{f;frff w

\by the Slsters of Mercy in St John s.

S "I. . - \

" I.. The Opening of. the Frrst'School _ . o
at . the Convent of Mercy, St. John 8 q_--» . .

- #

3Jl The Slsters of Mercy were not LOng in St ‘Tohn' 5

L

befbre they had won ‘the respect of. the cltizens. én

"

‘The Patriot And Terra—Nova Herald

4

5 "Mn ‘We are. gratlﬁled in belng enable& to’

‘call attentlon to-a:Card-in this- ‘day's’
paper ;.. announclng the opening of an estab- -
. lishment for . the educatlon of yourg Ladles,,
.:in-all the" useful studies and necessary o
/7 accompllshments. ‘This: establishment is to -
)‘~ be. conducted by the amiable Sistérs of: . o _ s
. Mer¢y ~ whosé many- virtues and whose ‘hal-. .- -~ - -~ =
lowed - life’ w111 wé ‘'would fain hope, obtain - S
}for them an overflow1ng Semlnary (p;,3)

s,

A
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' v, .  NEEDLE WORKS, - (plain:and ornamental )& .

. o . ) \
“The card alluded to above. was to announce the openlng
of the Slsters' flrst school 1n Newfoundland. Itbread;

."‘,

FEMALE EDUCATION

as follows

||‘
-

A school for the Educatlon of Young
-t rlLadles under the dlrectlon ‘of .the; SISTERS OF
. %  MERCY will:be.opened. at - the CONVENT' OF. MERCY,

C Cathedral Place, ON MONDAY,Athe lst May, 1843

T;\:?f The general School course w111“comprlsevr
_'READING WRITING,\ARITHMETIC ENGLISH GRAMMAR,
'“GEOGRAPHY, Use ‘of the GLOBES, HISTORY; & C., i

' Terms-—Flve Pounds per annum

Extra Charges'—--

s

‘ The FRENCH or ITALIAN Language-—Two Pounds ‘
’ per annum B 2 e T e

T

MUSIC—-Elght Pounds per annum

The above terms to°be pald Quarterly ln
advance. (p. 3) '” , : N e 1:;-3

On; May l 1843, the new school referred to 1n thehﬁl
“newspaper card’ was opened, and "in a very brlef space of

tlme they had a cons1derab1e number of puplls" (Flemlng,

- ¥

'-. p 373) ThlS flrst school prov1ded both academlc and

"@practlcal rnstruction whlca was to become the pattern of

¢

'Lcurrlculum for the schools whlch were to follow.

Wlth the openlng of the school at the Convent of

oileercy,,St John s, the Slsters' educatlonal work had

.'hlbegun. In the years that followed they were to open

!

R YRR




Lo o ‘ 7 j
7 many convents and schools,,not only J.n St John's but cEl e .
.-\; R . ‘ “ :\ '... S P ’ .-'
aJ.so in: the many llttle commun:LtJ.es across the Island.. L
R ) I St M:Lcha.el's Convent School Belvedere L '
oy , On July 14 1850 B:Lshop MJ.chael Flemlng, the man
T e ,:-‘.who h,ad J.ntroduced ‘l:he Slsters of Mercy to Newfoundland

passed away 1n the monastery wh:l.ch he had buJ.lt at -

Belvedere,,( Just outs:.de St John 5 (Howley '1895, p. 29)

In hlS w:.ll the B:LSth had bequeathed to the Slsters all

~

hlS property, to be used for the malntenance of an o;;phan-

caim ey e L

age. On December 8, 1854 an orphanage ﬂwas opened at the

A . . R ,w,
i c oy e

Sl Convent of Mercy._‘ (Flynn, 1937, p. 405)

o 7 "_In 1859 the Slsters moved the orphans to the old mon—-t:‘f'
chnT S astery of Belvedere (Howley, 1979 p. 37?7 ‘E[‘hey named

Bl U :':-thelr new convent St. Mlchael s, u.n honour of BlShOp

F‘.Leming._ On September 29, 1885, a; new stone and brlck

P -':(

i = , e

- % R iw'-"?’..;“."bulldlng, bu:.lt to replace the old wooden structure, was SRR
E P . _j' ." 3

f off1c1ally opened In tJ.me a school was attached to the

rnew orphanage at Belvedere (Flynn, pp._ 405 406) In hJ.S“ L

\
.

'Annual Report for 1892, the Superintendent of Roman Catho-,"‘,;

‘.,

. A,-l:.c Schools stated that there Were s:Lx teachers at the

“"xschool, the puplls drd well 1n the exam:Lnat:Lon,

dlsmpllne of the school was excellent" (Report of the .

...... .

~December 3151:, 1892 p. ‘111) :;,‘
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# s A ‘ R .
B AL II’I. St Clare s Boardlng School at AR SR a

o SSL T “ the Convent of Mercy, St, John's o
r T . W1th the old orphanage bu11d1ng at the Convent ofu:‘

f R Mercy now vacated, the S:Lsters dec:.ded to use J.t as a--.

l! .

i "

T O

. rlculum had expanded con.c.'.lderably
” i ot < . t-

kY 1861 1ssue of The Newfoundlander,

B ST e - W - e

' - - subjects whlch Were ~to be taught at the new St Clare s

. : Boardlng School' : - DT
: ) . ¥ DL - N . ‘ % - 2 B Z/‘"'d 6 . Vo o vl IR
SRR CHRIS‘I‘IAN DOCTRINE, the Engllsh and French

T LANGUAGES ,. WRITING, ARITHMETIC, HISTORY; el

. GEOGRAPHY'," ‘the. use . of ithe GLOBES] Natural' N
By PHILOSOPHY, BOTANY, ASTRONOMY, and Pla:Ln ST

: LR and Ornamental NEEDLEWORK. L S

' - ' The MODERN LANGUAGES MUSIC, Voca.l and

AT Ihstrumental & c., & c., & c.. form extra
o charges.- (p.. 4) PR . , L

LR

In add n| to the abOVe, the greatest atten’t:.on Was. also kX

to be glven to "the"ch:leren s character,v thelr health,

‘. dlet,lnecessary relaxatlon, and general comfort" . (p. )

The Slsters at the Convent; of Mercy operated thls

,’ o B . Tr .' Y O

board:mg school for approx:.mately twenty years.l It was

flnally closed J.n 1881, but the day school cont:Lnued to







‘-" g \ s ';."‘2'.]._4; X .
A ;-JN~:‘Q-:pﬁ:j~'forth ... “The ‘Convent-:™. . is really 7' . .
cor T s Ay handsome .and. exFeedlngly ‘well built-ed- ... - |
: - {.lf;ce._;;.;r\ ‘connection” with' the Con—h
i vent: there is a- 1arge school h0use 1n,/ : ‘

.»'r'-" .
: L

3course pf erectlon. (p._2)

’The SLSters took up thelr teachlng dutles almost

e .

Bs

vented many qf the younger chlldren from attendlng;/

OIS . SANSRONE S

Forty studentSQEnrolled at the convent school thab

flrst year, and the course of study 1ncluded readlng[ﬁr“f

e KR

1wr1t1ng, cypherlng, grammar, geography, and hlstory,jjd

T et SR .‘_.‘ 5

sacred and profane.. (Report upon the Inspectlon of

'v..

e

'%:Q}l - t Cathoch Schools in Newfoundland for the year 1861&

' ?' By:iéBQ another subject had been added to the

e :-«,'

P

\

. NS
e
.
: 4?.
S5
i
T, s
Sy

: course of study at the Brlgus convent school.n Thls

.‘;, . . 3 e

: new subject was needle work However, the enroll—'




e T

”‘t_‘:-_ Ve Sl 7 some change for:the better .'LS effected in

‘ SRR

R '.Y'et, 1n v.1ew of the problems with attendance faced by all" ol R
_ °$ . . IR TR
;schools 1n Newfoundland at that tlme, thls small number ’

B _\15 not' surprlslng S
S - The early age at whlch chlldren in; thlS G
1 country can; . hy. the1r 1abor, contrlbute to- o
e . the’ support:of the family,- tends ‘to “the too’ GRS
) ‘early w1thdrawal ‘of ‘the chlldren ‘from 5chool-v

-~ and "of c¢course with ll\mlted acqulrements.,' But -
., reévehn the too early withdrawing of the .chil=-
AR dren- is.not o :Lnjurious as their J,rregular g Lo
o ,.','._-.".,'._,hattendance durlng the years they are presumied ...
< .- .70 to be pupils of:the schools et . UntJ.l ;

.. that partlcular no progress can be” expected

.to- take place in .the. schoo . (Report upon .
' the Inspectlon ‘of Roman- CathOllC Schools for ,'
the year 1869 p. L51) S

"The SJ.sters were to have to coptend w1th thlS problem

. “for many years. In a- repOrt of hlS v1s:|.t to the school

“

':,in 1880 the :Lnspgector noted tha.t the progress of the stu— R
"'v:"'f;dents was belng 1mpeded by thelr poor attendance._ Only 34

’ o /

pupa.ls were present for the 1nspector s v1s:|.t, and they

;_‘;dld not fare very well J.n the examlnatn.on whlch he gave-

Ly "Geography was falr, and grammar not so good. ' _"3'-,"-;"" :
s ) ,,{;jThose learning advanced rules. in- arlthmetlc P
" had not_beern attending: .regularly, and their
. answering+ in that and mental exercises. =~ . "o o h
s . .. showed a want of quickness that regular at-‘- RS S
o . téndance would havé attained.’ (Report on . %70
o " the. Public Schogdls of - Newfoundland, under Tricy
L ¢ Roman Catholic Boards, for year ended A
-'December 3lst, 1880, P- 191) : R :
1 -."j‘ ‘,The llmlted number of students they were able to
R serve J.n theJ.r f:.rst outport convent school dld not dlS—" L
courage the SJ.sters. oThey cont:.nued theJ.r work and, 1n_:,,.
T i : .















‘ '_:':’St., Lawr.emze. They named the:.r convent,\ whlch for the

"'_.;flrst flve years ‘wa, _housed :Ln the presbytery, -Sacred R

e shed (McCormack pp. 64-—65)

s w1thout a male teacher., The 1nspec-tor made the follow—:: .;-:" 5

« ‘:_,"_J,ng comments 51bout the school-’ e Con L

"-"=.The Sisters named thelr school St. " Ann! s.'

.f..s_":tlnued the:Lr work-‘ nd on November 13, ,1876, thelr new

.".',';convent Was formally opened.»-‘ (McCormac}c

Heart .

*

Desp:Lte the 1acl§ of adequate fac:.lit:.es 'during the

Wyt «

fLawrence, the SJ.sters were ableto

taken responsib:.llty fOr the boys

who Were temporarn. ly

: i
- . e

.\I found a large number of females attend:.ng -
"..the' school- conduc ted’ by the Nuns, ‘andvof.. .
“. .- course rece:.v:.ng £rom. thosge I'adies-’ the suc-'
L ..gessful tuition and careful® tralnlng ‘which
. charactérizes the ‘teaching.in .these Conven- '
- tual- Schools. . (Report. apon the In,SPectlon
‘of Roman Ca,thol:.c Schools for the year
1872 r. p 333) i

-

i

’

A

Ab wa.ll be seen ln Chapter IV

':
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-: 30
‘ dormitory and lavatory on the west side. The property . o ' .'7pf
; was.named'St.‘Bride's’Academy[‘Littledalef-and fofmally
.’! . ) ‘. . $o ‘.‘)
.5 ¢ op9ned'0n~AUgust 20, 1884. The flrst Superlor to be ap— '
:f Ut 901nted was Mother M Xaverlus Dowsley. :_ N .. !
by L By the. end of the flrst year the total number of - . LT
- T RPIRTRS: B
gyn~ e boardlng puplls reglstered at Sq *Brlde's Academy, xi T
!‘:"‘-‘ ’ . o . ‘. o .' - .;'."-. “' r_‘«".A
IR thtledale, was 13 (St 'Brlde s College Annual, Junell A R
:;éf??ﬁ Ca 1919 p' S)h\ The subjects offered.ln that flrst year?7r'ffﬂxé; ff,ﬂ‘?4&ff.
i eI covered "all branches comprlsed in-a- flrst-c1a$s~Eng—'
d . = ) PR
L A . .
e BRI 115h educatlon - French Music, Draw1ng and Palntlng,
;f{ Domestlc Ecohomy, P1a1n and Ornamental Needlework"‘
. (The Newfoundlapder, August 1, 1884, P: 3) ‘ In addi—u_u
. " tlon, fbr a small fee, extra classes were avallable as ..
2 Do ' foLlows. 1.: Lyt
: L . L : ?,g IR
. . Piano 1essons from mastér T
- » Plano lessons from mlstress ' .
bl " Orgdnette - : . .
. Vocal Music, by.Master_,
.Vocal Music in clas$. ” ‘
A Draw1ng in.Pencil and. Crayon B
% Palnting in.oils, - -on, Glass,antln, L
Y “velvet: and Gelatine .
L : e Daqc1 g. : ‘ i e )
. ~(The: ewfound.lander, August 1 1\8’84,‘ SR e
t po 3) .t Lo o o N
v St Brlde s Academy, thtledale, was: not long 1n
"j . i NG
; attracting the young lad;es of the-Island to 1ts class- :
o rooms.y Carroll (1889) makes the follow;ng %omments

about thls new boardlng school't'f

a- boaraing-school has been opened. at
Eittledale, conducted by a fine staff

- K ‘. E o
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N _'dioceséas well as- being the only:. convent ‘}jfff-fx“::
.'§. .- - of mercy, in. Newfoundland- to -be: founded- '“quﬂ. '
B gV-”,from the. UnltedJStates.. (The'Dlocesan, R
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! ,'—""’/V .
- ] TR T P = ™
- ¥
2 B
'
¢
- .
3 » P 2 t
N L s e T
‘ pevs .
. .~31
N ——
[ - -
T - ‘

of vigorous, zealous réifpious., Hereto~ ’ N
fore it was con51dered rather :a slur‘on

. the "18land that young. girls had - to.go R

elsewhere - insearch of boarding-schools. .y «%: . TR S
But now St..Bride's College, LittIedale,f et ST ot
is. spacious enough. for all theflslanders o ~ : S
who prefer boardlng to-day- schools, and . ..

‘many have -beén’ already attracted: by thewt+. - L7

v superior lnstructlon glven w1th1n 1ts :
“. walls.. (Vol III p. 29) .

.a’ new young ladles' academy, opened[at the ?}‘ -

* . beautiful .grounds of St,.. Bride's, Waterford :
Brldge PRI only in its. lnfancy, has given

already great,promlse of future success R

(P—v 377) L _n_AI
~y ‘A' N . s - .
Thls comment made only four»years after the openlng of
.
) the school was certalnly an accurate predlctlon of what

was- to happen An the years that followqd St Brlde s'
~Academy,‘iater renamed St. Brlde S- College, was to play
a very promlnent ‘role in the fleld of~busrness educa—

N L

t}on 1n Neyﬁoundland, as w1ll be seen 1n Chapter VI.:

R ar :‘ s . -
Tooad Ry Teeien RO SRS Mlchael's Convent a7
~x; 3 J_fi . !‘"’ St.xGeorge s .. o v .

'In 1893 the flrst convent of the Sisters of Mercy

s 'lvi

on the West Coast of Newfoundl&nd was opened at Sandy

P

Po;nt 1n the Dlocese of St. George s-'ﬁhlsﬁ iE. :
ThlS convent, ‘st. M1chael' ’has thefdls— ' ;
tlnctlon ‘of being the f;rst convent in* the jﬁ

Rev1ew, August 197B, p 7) . 5"~'7i‘ﬁﬁyf“"h




° USRI

;" HfShe was s°°n 301n9d bY other Slsters at Provxdence, one R
*:éh wilof whom was Irlsh—born Slster 1. Cor31n1 DempSey’ who e
. vhad gfoWn up in St.-John s, Newfoundland and was aware;K"i.vaf
- 5 of the poverty exlstlng 1n what Was at that tlme the -
.: ”:vv1cariate of St. George s, under Blshop Mlchael Fran01s‘ﬁ{;::h£;:-£né

/

SRty o e T

.,M K Brownell, a convert to.the Cathollc religion.
Z,In appreclatlon for what she felt was a great glft,_,

‘ers. BroWnell approached a communlty of the Slsters of

; in an overseas:m1551on;w

i volunteer for thlS m1551dn was Mother M Antonla Egan.

‘fHowley.‘

'5_7510n, to wrlte Blshop Howley regardlng Mrs. Brownell gl T ff‘;
‘~:_,F "5.1 IR R S Sa e e s T ‘~.f ;f_.:,njﬁ:j;;,ezr<
<ﬁw1shes. g;tf;w."g_.jc' : ,x1 et e w;_.g S SV

ffg;g Bishop Howley responded immedlately.g
“ﬂthe necessary alteratlons made to hls home to make lt
'}suitable as a convent and securlng'a house for a pres-_:f‘
‘*bytery; he went tb Prondence to dlscuss'plans w1th
t?Mrs.:

Llected four Slsters and accompanxe

I . p o R : o - . .

’
g e ag b i

fwe

The foundatlon for thzs new convent was prov1ded-

N . N P— .

by a wealthy lady “From. the Unlted States, Mrs.'Henrletta o

e

I bl,},[\t

Mercy 1n Prov1dence, Rhode Island and'offered to pro-.

One;of the flrst Slsters to

Slster Cor51n1 offered ‘and was granted permis—;f,1*

,.,,, y R

o

After hav1ng

.

Brownell Once the plans were flnallzed, he se—i}‘.f,

,-n.‘

¢

dj,hem to Sandf P01ntukzi;;;;

i ey sers 0 g 1
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‘Cavers- and Slster M Veronlca Payne.,
panled to Sandy P01nt by thelr benefactress, Mrs. Brownell

1.‘;('I‘he Biocesan Rev1ew, August 1973, p 7L-M

: group of Sisters from the Unlted States'”

‘”‘”waundatlon of a Convent-of that noble.order -

Hfﬁ'""lwaS'visible far. out ‘in the' Bay\

decoratlons, represented the background of many of the flf?ifﬁiﬁjf“

“'}f wrlteg;i"Bay St George was settled durlng the nlneteenth

zir;t31nstalment Of the’Sisters of:Mercy who -have. j:»jff:\

St s e e e e e n ety & <% .
: ot s

33

Superlor, Slster M Cor51n1 Dempsey, Slster M Sylvester Lﬂtwuti'“¥}

They were accom—flgzj: j“

The August 12 1893 1ssqe of The Evenlng Telegram

-

glves an account of the 1nterest and enthu51asm\shown by

,'3'?3" The beautlful and plcturesque settlement
o of Sandy P01nt ‘was.all en fete on. Frlday,

" .July 28th, .in’ preparatlon for the: receptlon

df: the: nght Rev, Bishop Howley with the Ffirst

. come . from- Prov1dence, R.I.,. U.S.A. for the

‘e of  the steamer
and soon. every., .
.. . -flag-staff, ‘store’ and- Shlp s myst was gay with :
.. /bright~hued’ buntlng Gl A8 the -steamer. c“'
" neared the wharf: a great crowd gathered, and
ffsalvoes of guns .were ‘heard. on every ‘side’ - The L -
* .line of. procession. from the wharf. to" the: | .;;;:;7., S AT
_3;ijlshop s, residence h‘f}..was spanned: by* sev-""‘.‘;; Lty
eral” arches of evergreens of: tasty design-and...’ =~ &
xjjdecorated ‘with wreaths, mottoes and flags,,;<._;""
- ,among” which the trl—colour of France ‘was, par-. . 00 T R
" £icularly consplcuous.;:{.f; "The 'good: people?.'”}?.»R'“ﬁt.;;,;;Tu” '
. displayed.the most unbounded enthu51asm and - R D T
;" . interest.in’the: arrival of ‘the huns, and: ..
‘-”Vflocked -around them to welcope. them .im: thelr L
L., own: simple- ways-as the harblngers of: great .f*rg['7]¢p3_; T
,yfuture bless1ngs to thlS place.i (p. 4) g;;g'.;,ra S e TR

“on” thig shore. .. .. -Thé sm

people of the Sandy P01nt area at that time» RoWe (1980)
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TR R ‘to'sPendttheiwinter. Not long after the death of ooy -

ﬁ}ﬂfVﬁ';tjf.‘,i~ Mrs. Brownell the Sandy Polnt foundatlon was to lose
e ' _--another of 1ts members. Thls tlme lt was Slster M. u'??f"ﬁ‘;ﬂ;

Sylvester Cavers, who no lOnger able to endure the

long Northern winters,'returned home to Rhode Island.”'

Despite thelloss of two of the foundlng members

I"I- " . '
DRI UL N,

of the Sandy Polnt Convent, other women came to cffer

s

thelr serV1ceSr Mlss Brlgld Sears of Ireland and

MlSS Jane de Bourke of D Escoussdf*Nova Scotla, en— if

3;1'1227":'};f;ﬁftered the convent at Sandy Poxnt and reCelved the
igf y dr hablts as Slsters M Cec111a and Slster Terese Joseph . 12}%%“
d? " - respectlvely (The Dlocesan Rev1ewv August 1973, p. 7) “'i‘im:
?; _‘ :In 1898 the School Dlstrict of'§3ndy P01nt was . T
f;;fllﬁlx{T;;3f53: plagued w}th problems,'and the SlSteIS' WOIk Was seen-;:éfiq

: as belng a signlflcant move to 1mprove the s1tuatlon.ﬁ‘s'fﬂiﬁjiﬂﬁ}:
T PR f;“”' - Ow1ng to: a varlety of causes, educatlon"'
N ,.;{”~u in thlS section ‘of. the coast Fas:progressed .
Loa el i 8o Far very slowly ' The population—-iz‘
“.._4.*3Vn%,H:tkj only 1034 by-last Census——ls scatteréd -along -
P ':=f¢;'i*3_f Joa coastllne of: about ‘eighty ‘miles;:. roads have -
LT i T been, -Very - inferior &nd. communlcatlon, leW‘ﬁ:.;y;j;
u;"?;j and.- dlfflcult"the people themselves, new. AU
’ '-"settlers An, great part, have been oppressed )
,--by poverty o v el These and other’ dlfflcul-
ties. have comblned :for. many. years-to hamper
" the" School ‘Board . in -undertaking needed im- "¢ .- TV
provements.;ﬁ-u " Theé establlshment of the - - 7
"Convent at: Sandy P01nt by HLS Lordshlp, Lo
- Blshop Howley, in"1893, 'was; an’ 1mportant ad- .
'., vance. Up “to: the present, the nuns. have ‘Peen - IR
teachlng on ‘the North: Side. of “the harbor,; i'-'[;;'f‘ e
. where:. they continue to. do .excellent: i Tl R
wofk.I Several of their puprls ‘have been suc—‘u}i“-*‘
cessfully prepared for the- Junior Grade: exami~*“

natlons of the Councml of ngher Educatlon._-ﬁfoQng' o
Ta it ‘ I R IR TP o «-w; ----—-——”"’ v ~.'~ - n-qm _ N
/./ " — ! 3 .A‘ "( A - v
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wra few years later by St Joseph 8. School Hoylestown, f{:fﬁﬂfl;ﬂ;;
"ff,whlch op"ned 1n 1884 The currlculum of tth school

:t}ﬁcon51sted{of readlng, ertlng, arlthmetlc, and geog—,;izﬁ

'fofunder Roman Cathollc Boards, for the.year ended-

f‘“;;for the Year Ended December 3lst, 1892 pp. llO 111)

N vent School" (Prowse, 1895, p 526) was destrbyed in®

:Fﬂ; one of the worst flres 1n the hlstory of St John s.;f

., e
- "y .

»

v, . e

BY

St Brldget s School dlsappears from the Roman

Catholic School Reports after l881 It was succeeded

raphy (Report of theTPubllc Schools of Newfoundland,E"hj

Thls school was not to survxve very long.‘ On July 8, i&;i:,;:

-

1892 '"a portlon of Hoyles Town,'lncludlng the Con—i'”~ﬁ

~

v,

£

On September 18 1881, the Slsters opened the

Angels Guardlav

,School at the Convent‘of‘Mercy 1n thegl:'

bulldlng prev1ously occupled by St Clare‘s Boardlng f:ifgﬁ‘ﬁv?fffﬂw

School (McCormack p.;29) Howley (1979) glvegfthe
fOllOWlng account qf the 0penlng of the Angels Guard—dg..zjggﬂ
OF : L LT PR

1an School

fﬂ‘At the Mother House, the school of the ’f'“ o
 Guardian ‘Angéls,. (sic)'-for Infant boys ... - ¥

« ~‘and’girls;’ has "been opened to be gon-. Fﬂf_ LR

Qi-ducted .on.. the'kindergarten system. A :
('p'.».377) . R T '
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for many thousands of years, 1t\was the Itallansg

- " the modern toplcs of double entry bookkeeplng, 1ncome frnd—.‘

known.~n

44

Y

‘ I. The Introductiom of Bookkeeping

F A o

The first~business education Subject which the'Sisters

1ntroduced 1nto the currlculum of thelr schools was the old

W

art’ of recordkeeplng, or bookkeeplng, as 1t 1s more formally

N

Whlle bookkeeplng 1s thought to have been 1n ex15tence

”'oped the mofe sophlstlcated system used in Europe 1n the

.

elghteenth century._ And, 1t was not untll after 1850 that :f

1

ing, asset'valuatlon, and flnanc1a1 statements appeared in
bOOkkeeping textbhooks. (chatfleld, 1974 pp. 5 33; 58)

Thls Subject appeared in' the currlculum of the convent

schools in the latter part of the nlneteenth century. ”1“

1880 there were three students enrolled in bookkeeplng at
. \\\\\
St. Ann's School St. Lawrence (Report on- the Public Schools

of Newfoundland, under Roman Cathollc Boards, for year ended

‘December 31st 1880, pp 244 245) In 1892 ‘there was one

.student doing bookkeeplng at st. Joseph's Convent School,

.

Brlgus, and 12 students at the Immaculate Conceptlon Con— '

. vent School 1n Conoeptlon Harbour._ (Report of the Roman E

x

Cathollc Schools of Newfoundland for the Year Ended

December Blst, 1992 ' pp. 66- 67).% . R L
Before many years had passed bookkeeplng ‘had become a
permanent part of the currlculum of convent schools.. Whlle

a .‘n e [y

. P

who devel-'”“'\
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‘many years. to come.

Act of Leglslature ln 1893 (Syllabus and Regulatlons, Hls—f

T torlcal Note, 1921) The powers and” dutles of the Counc11 ‘L'ﬁfi

! o ; I?,‘ - 1 ;J'fl' :_ ' ’.lw- [N
) , (ad » - ’ . _‘A ! ’ . ' JJ ‘6
i e e Eemppeteak P revtn vyt
'\‘ . " .
: [ i . ) ¢ - ‘
'.‘ ~ -
. * -
45
the enrollmentg{fluctuated from year to year, this business i oo

education subject was to renain'part of thetcurriculumhfor Q. : 1.‘

: CIT. The Influence on ' the Currlculum R
. of the Creatlon of the Coun011 of ngher Educatlon'~'~ e Y

The Councll of ngher Educatlon was nncorporated by ,lf‘ -
& : ~ff"

oo r

were outllned as follows. 'd | ‘f; * ".' L i ';;

l. To promote sound learnlng, and to advance‘
.the interests of higher education by hold-
1ng examinatiohs, and by awarding- dlplomas,_~’
prizes, and scholarshlps to” successful can- -
dldates. ‘L“ ) o . e

2. To prescrlbe the subjects, manner, tlme and
. - place of éxaminations, and to make such. :
- ) regulations as- may be necessary ‘for the. . .- o
holding of. such examinations,: awardlng di- -, v -0 i
“plomas, . prlzes and’ schola shlps. (Barnes, O
1917 P 147) ’ :

,

) The Counc11's examlnatlon papers were- prepared ln . :
London, England by the College Qf Preceptors, and for-ﬁym S
warded to the_Counc1l 1n st. John's for dlstrlbutlon to : S
the local examinatlon centres. COmmlttees were set‘np at o

the‘ldcalwcentres, and superv1sors were hlred to ensure“
that papers were honestly wrltten. The candldates, papers;a
were enclosedxln specxal envelopes for each grade, sealed o
1n the presence of commlttee membe;s,-and mailed ‘to the \f;.fl

Reglstrar of the Councll in St John s. These séaled = 7
) g . IR ey
Ce e T T e e




Sapeodte. - .

Note,

g '1898 99 p. 48) ;_; L

Syt

envelopes were then repackaged and shipped to the Council s

offlce in London, England.f (Barnes, p 147) ﬂ Tifﬁ

.-

A
.In the beginning the Counc11 conducted two grades of

examlnation, Junlor and Senlor, which later were to be

changed to Preliminary and Intermedlate

..,-

1921)

hat business educatlon subjects were offered ‘ff*i::t,{}’“i

S . R ‘1

The follow1ng range of subjects, with slight varLations-"“h‘“'

.;

for each grade, Was available for students doing Junior,
Senlor,'and Associate Examinations._ English arithmetlc,

geography and history, algebra,,geometry, mathematlcs, men- '

suration, mensuration and land surveylng,anechanlcs, nav1-'

gatlon, trlgonometry, chemlstry, magnetlsm and electr1c1ty,,..‘

phy5lcs, Greek German, French, Latin, booh—keeplng, free- o

2 B . 4
e t .

hand drawrng, geometrical draw1ng, domestic economy, scrip—*’:‘uu

ture histOry, shorthand, mu51c, and school management.

(Calendar of the Counc11 of ngher Education, Newfoundland,

The Councig. J.n 1ts early years appears to have generateqf

‘n

con51derable 1nterest 1n education.. Barnes (1917) felt thatqu'

"¢._'_'
N

the Councll “gave an 1mpetus to the cause of educatlon, pro-{f;'
moted a healthy eraer among teachers and pupils and crepgu*

ated §reater uniformity 1n work and textrbooks '(p 148)

It was primarily w1th1n the first tWO grades.f:.fv

PP "
el S

-
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The Report of the Roman Cathol:Lc Schools of Newfoundland‘ '

i
L
3
-3

for 1900 also 1ncludes the follow:.ng comments concernlng_lr,,vv ‘

B § o : the Councrl ' R U

‘ E -' The Counoll of ngher Educat:.omr;;‘s:.nce, SR
R , .'LtS J.nceptlon, has& created ‘not a-little -edus . "
T - catJ.onal ‘enthusiasm’ throughout theé courntry;” .
AR .‘and ‘has: certalnly ‘been the means of - elevat—~

L dng. the educatlonal ‘tone. -, rIthere ‘are: three ‘ \
" grades for dlplomas--the Prellzmlnary, Inter- S
-mediate,;and Associdte. . I These: exam:.na—- Sk
“tions are so. graded;and- the’ cho:.ce of # v T
subjects so vude,_ that they may ‘be . suited Ty
Eo’ -any’ ‘class: of pupils in ou¥ schools.,.. .{ \
" the' field 'is so-widely dlstr:!.buted in the = i
»cho:.ce of Subjects that, even in' the A550c1ate
Grade, one mady win a’ dJ.ploma by enter:mg L Do
solely for what. are popularly callea commer- ST e
'cial ‘subjects,’ v1z., English, mathematics, . - .
'_and shorthand (Report of the Roman- Cathol:.c
L Schools of Newfoundland for the year ended
R ._.' 315t December, 1900 p.‘XII)

- Lt
o f ’a

The S.‘LstErs of Mercy, along w1th other educators,

»-lk

.‘.,V_k . :'”; S began the task of preparlng the.xr students for the Coun-.

, RN ,.: c1l of ngher EducatJ.on Examlnatlons, whlgh Were soon to

' '1"'- become known as the C H E Exams. h In 1896 and 1897 one R

’ ‘. of /éhe students of the Slsters of Mercy at St. Peter s B ,
' School, St John s, who wrote the Counc1l ‘of ngher Edu-.
) R cat:l.on Junmr Grade Examlnatlons and successfully passed. IR

‘:._“,‘_.",:,:} all subjects, was M].SS Mary Caul of Caul s Lane, St John s. _

ThJ.'s young lady ' f f, ",:’. T
.passed the Jmm.or Grade Exam., held in June

c 71896, Satlsfylng +tHe Examiners in. English; '

-Geography & therature, Arlthmetlc & Algebra, ' ‘ .

B '@.Geometry, and Book-keeplng, Writ:.ng, And Gain-  ite i PNl

2 ing - HOnors-in «(2nd: ‘class) English;’ Arlthmetlc .,f ’f’ IRTEN I I

. & Algebraj and:Geometry. .“(Council;of Higher = .:l.. 7 "!
,-f'.Ed‘ucat:Lon Certlflca.te, dated October 1 1896)
_‘.(’ >‘_ ,~ :
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P MlSS Caul also

. passed the Jumor Grade Exam>.',' held in May
o o .1897, Satlsfylng the Examlners in: Geography ,
S ‘and- History, .and Book eeping, . Engllsh, "Lits
EAN erature, Arlthmetlc, Algebra, Writing,' French
CAnd. Gal‘nlng ‘Hofiors .in 1st: class French, 2nd -
class - Engl:Lsh Grammar and therature, and :_. '_
»"Arithmetic’, and’ Algebra. (Counc1l of.. ngher
'.,,Educatlon CertJ.f:Lcate, dated October l, 1897)

R St Brlde s Academy, LJ.ttledale, had.' establ:.shed a very
..,' » ! \’, . -

N we F
o

oo T Thls J_S the srxth year Littledale has- entered 7
X B B ;_candJ_dates, ‘and-up, to date“it ‘has"had. no fall—
o LD L lure,a rrecord, ‘as .far. as: ‘I can, learn, unbeat’en
e S e S . by any other educatlonal establlshment in, the! -
I RS - }colony. (Report of: the Roman Cathollc Schools
ST s o of Newfcundla‘nd for the year ended 3lst December, .

"Also, on the West Coast of Newfoundland St Mlchael'

o

R B Academy, , St George s, prepared students f