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Potatoes, cabbage and turnip\s. Yet these& se'btlers and ,” heir":'::..‘

descendants mahaged to str:. deep roots in t/he area,. :

3

raising lérge families from the meagre profits wrested :Erf ’ .
the land.- In the pas two or three decades, this traditio al ”\

occupy former fiel s an ' farmsteads butlhere and there along

ers continue to work the land. 3

of t'his tra\ditional farm settle-
"‘ dissol\\.ttion. It focus‘s
particularly on the comm rcial\ farm economy, seeking o \ / h

7

} .
understand the kinds of radilnb 1inks that were estab 1shed

between the country and ' he to Research involvede

archival and field inve ‘ gatibn. An assessment of a, chival‘ -:_ ;

\-' N 1 ks

s
sources is contained inj biblfiographlc not Field qu
erviews supplemented by a rea ing of ;:f

involved a series of in/

the reﬂict agricuhtural/ landsciape. - Intervi%ws were

SR

\ ccndudted among, thirty 01der residents who l:l.ved in

F.

.‘1. f

-
sttﬁy area \rnost of th7/ir lives. Since the dissolutjion‘ of

the community, hcweve 1 ;most have been \dielodged from heir _
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ave been uéesto,
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'of speclfic farms,
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strategies, yet there is little acknowledgement of if in the

literature.a Harris' statement>that,_"we know littfe about

R the spatLal structuré\of local t ade in colonial North
,\-F" I

\America," is an accurate appraisal ot\the current situation gh"

‘- W [

-~ :'u., N . o l’; . _‘ 4

. ~‘ " . . Lo \'

S "‘_ development and trading characteristics of a farm community
i?ttff U hﬁ i L in the immediate.environs of St.‘John s from its inception

SR i
Lo “‘introduction of truck transBorg/ The topics considpred
o \

~f;\f : ﬁ;,g'? by official and private§personne1 and details of 1ts,}

fﬂéf . :»fg“ - 1backgrounds. The setting up and capitalization bf the.:
2y . L . “ P {"
‘ ta frontier tarm, the size, utilization, vaIUe and types of

‘5ﬁj farms which evolved, spatial and temporal changes in farm‘

production, develonment of the road system and eSpecially f

e , ‘e

- \

'VJ:;Q_;jiji‘..;fﬂ:ifQ‘ The farm communi\y created around St John 'S f:

' l

tOWn of St John s wag\virtuallypthe only market for the

A K .

iMoreover, the hinterland was;extremely

7 @

include the initial availability of land its disposition o
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Throughout most of tne eighteenth century St John q

_u Iy

was littl more than a mlgratory summer fishlng statiou'“"

‘

“'1mportant mercantilg centres 1n;Canada “It replaced Brltlsh

e e pr
Scots and Irish evolveda This transforlatlon was [f"

...,-

T

’expedited”“througp an unprece&ented boom during the

o ‘JHM, -

Napoleonic Wars'when prices :orffish soared and a

< b

'community“béfox
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for the colonies expresses the viabilitytof this tenure,
A =
rarely occurs that a poor settler \

is able to purcha e'a l.'f_:d:f,.iw

lot at the existing rates. Wevhave some good farmers'

o

renting small estates to the advantage of landlords and themj '”_L -.fh

hall]

L . selves."g Both fee 51mple and crown land tenants rented N - -
. T ' S
T . _'uncleared and cleared land to farmer—tenants.‘ Private AR Lo

r

"q: ‘V:T_T‘L\'leases were usually for seven' fourteen or. twenty-one years,,f

| o althOugh leases for a, shorter term werevalso recorded 10 _ L
. In- the tradition of thevBritish 151t$, rents were paid .gr;“flli;‘ %

\f usually quarterly or semi annually | Subletting could also zi';s-ﬁ~

N

Lf;:' sf".]; . be a profitable business for the occupying tenant ‘UH could

9 i A [T

sublet the land in part or in whole, or sell the 1nterest in

N}
W ' . N RN

the lease. Such a systeF alloWed a rapid turnover in ’

occupancy and created complex tenant subtenant relationsﬁips.“': :tj-%

[ RS P

g ‘QV An already rmproved farmstead with a house“ out— ;}f 'fj P
buildings and cleared fields for cultivation could also be

'obtained by private 1easehold \Farms ranging from ten to
twenty acres improved were available from/as low as Ekr }

- “\.-_‘___ﬁ_ ./. \ . N ?
L50 per annum.%l Rents depended upon the size and quality .~y“» v

'of iarm and its proximity to t0wn.g A farm—tenant could, 1n
SR .
\ .
turn sublet the wholE farmstead, or part of it,»like‘tenants.

’:fgff' | 9Royal Gazette,,January 21 1840. ~I”f"t‘“:’i~”; o i
. . '_ R '.' . e \ © e ‘ L : '.',‘
o ORoyal G‘&ette,.September 13 1810 Mercantile ~";3
nqournal February 28,\a817 Royal Gazette, April 6, 1830, =

RN S 0= a, L te, SR
wJournal, JJa AYQIGV l818, July;?, 1825*‘September 21 1826,
Roya% Gazetgféhﬁngust.21,\§832f Public Ledgery April 10, 1832'\-

‘Fl}mh

5
o B Lv.ih "L
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. S
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-

‘interests in a farm which resulted was SOmetimes a source /

N at L20 per annum. In 1808 Brine sublet the who]/e farm to Pl

Qf j.t In 1827 Edgell did not renew Br.i.neke lease and

with leasehold to a piece of ian&' ‘The complexity of,.,
of litigation.A A court case 'over losses 1ncurred by one
\farm proprietor, as a result of damages caused by a tenant ,'. o "ﬂ
serves a.s a representative example of thlS tenant-subtenant -7

h structure.12~ ‘Th_-‘ 1"Goatery Farm" was established by

" ‘Captain Henry Edg'ell on a. crown grant 1n the laxte eighteenth " i
. ~.-' l . . o “‘; ; :
centurx' and leased by him j.n 1806 to Robert Brlne,\ a .' oL
butcher‘." The terms of the lease were fo\r\ twenty—one years W
TN Lo

' William Carson, ~a medical doctor, who, turn, ,sublet part ‘,

" Co

|
R brought him to court for allowing the farm to fall intO \\,'-‘-‘ ! \\ R

§
[T

-d.tsrepair.. Thl.S tenan\t—subtenant system o:t’ten makes 1t S
' .'-ldifﬂcult to ascer¥tain who was actually\ working acertain- Co ' I - 3
“':j farm" B .,_" ' o f} ‘~ ] -, ; . o \,‘A.: E ) .‘ \ S

- ', DR ";Péésés;'éoﬁry'-_V'I‘.'i-'f‘i,'é_' BN ST

R Possessory claims through squatting were a.nd
U4 . : \

stj.ll remain the{basis for many land titles ln Newfoundland.

ey

La.nd held j.n thi\s wa.y could a.lso

sublet Bound ries o:f official leases and grants were often

Y e
= ‘3’4’%10
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In 1766 a garden area of about 50 acres surrounding Fort

S L William was designated to be used solely by members oi’ the
Sl . !
e ' garri\son (Figun\e 3) This fort constructed during the late

LN S e

| . seventeenth century\, was situated on the northeastern fringe

| St M of town After construction began on Fort Townshend,i T
'  situated one mile west of %ort \ulliam, #his ar\ea was R
o .\ : ' \:?' o extended to encompass another 150 acres (Figure 3) ‘ i ‘

C Although defined as "strictly ordnance property," the local ‘

o civilian population pers.istently ]encroached and cultivated
15

‘ -i‘\f-' gardens. It was this\\\resident civxlian population that

g formed the backbone of the agrarian community.\ _ }
o The roots of 1oca1 agriculture go back to the turn
L ' : . '\ - . R
v

of the eighteenth century when over—wintering planters were

“ recorded as keeping bullocks,. sheep and "common ki%‘!\en o ' .
gardens.'\',16 Most 11vestock were killedﬁ for consumption ot e
e duri_ng_ «the winter._» Around ? dozen horses were kept for use oo

- ?‘?fpuhq'a_‘the wharves\\ Civ111ans either cleared garden p‘fl.ots _
l:th'e'xﬁs\elves or purchased 1and already irh)roved by SOldiers, e

ELAA Lo oL
‘ .

During the first half of ‘the eighteenth century, few: S e N

hundred ow)er—wintering residents annually improved between o

sixty and]one hundred acres a.nd kept approximately 300 ;‘:. L N
. . S ) :
. cattle, 20q\ sheep a.nd 300 swine, all j_‘mported from New England.:‘w )

- 4 ‘.,__- ~'. » .. . o . L \ 2 . \\ \',I! ‘ .

CO 194/62 (1766) 128 31 L\ B.C.S. O 6 (1755)‘ 69.-_

e

e

16co 195/2 (1697):.16 21 co\195/3 (1702). 116 117

50 cd 194/

S -' 17co ot 4/10..'1736) ‘93 co 194/11 (1741)
15 ey i T , % .
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These were located near the forts and were

\\ ' - . o5

\allly large. For example, Golden Grove, eqtablished - oo

app 'oxima'tely thirty—six \acrea under cultivatlon 1n 1807. -

' imm grants, malnly o:t‘ Irlé;h‘ origin. For the most pa.rt .::: ."‘

_ ,.«v.'how ver,. . the small eighteenth century :Earm community was o 't'"" -
soci Iy, and ethnically di:t‘ferent from the Irlsh fa.rm S

sett'ers who flooded the area ai’ter 1810

i . ! (I

As in other areas oi’ commercla.l agriculture, W K \

di.st nct farming districts evolved Table I provides some \ ',

A

extlen 1ng from the immediate emrlro\ns of Fort William, SR

B R,

i I
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descrlblng one fanmer S ploneering experlences

~

‘e “l

'

Y

-W111 iam

- Ruby arrlved 1n St John & from south Devon in 1843 and began

‘”. to clear a farm in 1850

Although Ruby s case was ex

tLonal ;n the sense thatqhe was an Engllsh immlgrant

cep-\

S

it is

A

’ arriv1ng at the end of the perlod of“farm expan51on,

~ rn

“y

.

representatiye of the process.\ 1

" seed potatoes the sec
" -but ‘I managed . to keep ‘my seed.;,.. o
. had toltake everything on my back, for half-a. mlle, o
- “:before.there was a road made’ nEar my house.

s "Have ‘been in- the country twenty years.
~‘1aborer for Seven years.. :
. took &’ farmy at 'the time. of - taking it/ was a wilder—
- ness.
. paying for -my-grant;
5, per cent ‘interest for :it.
~off the principal,’
', annum),

. N

‘about 4 or -5 barrels of: potatoes set

M‘,ﬁelghbors
rto the merchants durlng the\winter.

‘~she1t r round each field.

B 1ntervals,
“about anyacre .and, a half cleared,. which I cropped

. -trees..
" being able to apply more manure.
: ']growdng up, and gave some. assistance
'fgchildren,

-measles
;xassistance from the government during -the: t1 e. RPN

. - I have now.about:10.dcres of -land in a. good. state, X
~.$of cultivation.

i _t

Was a- day
~Thirteen: years since 1

\I was a poor man Without a- shilllng Besxdes
I borrowed. fifty pounds;-.I: pald ‘
After 4'years,l paid ¢
at the. rate of ten pounds per
besides the\interest
oI commenced to- grub the ground on the- 13th May,
and .before the fall . T had - about an .acre cleared \and
the produce .
was s 111 ;T had no manure.~

I bu;lt a tilt the’ wxnter prev10us by help of
.1 cu't; wood .and made; broom and sold it.

olearlng my land 1 left suff101en woods for

The/second ye: r I éleared
but. little grou d; having to go 10 work. gardening. and
farang, to eaxn ﬂbney for myself
per day ., £Oor .my - abor.-. ‘I only. set 'about" 3 barrels
d yeax;.,
For 18 m nths I~

The
third year I used to worm about my. ground only at\
and used -to' come to town to- work . Had
potatoes, turnips,‘and cabbage and planted some- Sruit:
‘Thie vegetable crop .impro ed this year, from
My sons were_ now

I had five
four'of whom were 111°for sohme tIme - with' .

whicm thiew -me. back’ c@h51derab
X had!about
I sold also’ 60",

out 'iaq Worth ' of 'cabbage, . a,nd had‘"\
use of‘my family.x_~‘

1 obtained 4 s. =

‘the’ produce was small,we

-

5§ had no Lt

\lth‘J 

3 tons ‘'of hay last. year-?.',‘
DR .. which: I s0ld for E5:108 ‘per ¢ n'- ?'~‘”
‘L,"(""‘\barrels of potatoes, at-an’average prlce of Ts. 6d..

Lot per \barrel, -and’

?sufficlent for\th
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ey

AGQwer (1804-6), Hollowa.y (1807-9) \and
-facknowledged the: increasingly sedentary nature of )3

- settlement in Newfoundlapd and recognized the utility

. \

.”'“ During the past four years I. gave a. great deal of
ny time in making my house more comfortable, and built
a stal le with. studs and covered miné with sods+-—I-have
now a good house, which will cost h200 with a good
walled cellar’ underneath and a good well House is 30
feet- long ‘and. 20 feet, wide.” - \ .

I have also’ bought .50 acres. of land each for my

- two ‘sons, 'from the government, paid!2s. 3d..per acre;

..there is no road.-to it,” to induce them to clear it~

. yet, but hope the government will soon give the Teans.
- for ?pening up the roads.’ - R

think an industious- man, if assisted to clear A

“an . acre of land and a free grant given him and seeds N
given. him for the first-year, it would be the means:'-

of induc1ng more people to apply themselves to: the
pursuits of . agriculture. A . poor man ‘cannot succeed .
"to.clear" land unless-he has some way, to-earn. some-=
thing for: hlS support during interVals~while clearing
theland-...' = )

: e year. before last 1 cut 3 tons ‘ot hay per acre.
T find turnips a useful and. profitable crop, but not
so profitable, howev r,ﬂas potatoes.

1o It would take a.summer to clear” an acre\of land ;;
~but where 'the woods' have

..._,1 -

‘where the green woods are; ,
been Trthsometime, I: could clear an" acre in six A
weeks. S - ‘

“" I . -

)
\

Farm settlers received some assistance in their W

R

Both the colonial governors f

'efforts to establish farms.

- KN

cand some members of the emerging middle class ﬂromoted

Governors like Gambier (1802 3),

:‘_agricultural settlement.k oy b

ey,
Duckworth (1810—12)
Al X Vo

A

f local cultivation but Governor'KeatS' revisiop -in. -/

1anq grant.ing policy in 1813, already alluded to,,}:as

an important step';nAthexadvance of Iocal farm settle—‘ﬂ

!




el NS L 3,
[ R SN

@ e gl pellA o Y

“h

] - e~ i oo ; , ‘
:ment 2 Title to land was nbw much easier to acquire and L e
e R TR

’1"\»n7finanoial support for roads was forthcoming. Subsequently,A . {i}n

- . -

) “",TV:IGovernors Hamigton (1818-24) an? particulhrly Cochraneﬂ o ':U'J'}'
B .j*wzﬁ 1(1825-34) extended these poliCies.3 Although some mercga ts '

\ considered that "every barrel of potatoes grown in- \.‘\ | i
. : S 1 ‘ Lo '.‘l'
. \\- L Nwaoundland would reduce the%importation of proviSiens ' o
5 ’ S ‘ RRTRRE
‘ , from Which they derive enormors profits," others supported R
) B - :

fand invested in farm settlement and argued with the colonial

léii,yFHL 7 NS authorities for its promotion (Morris, 1824 15) f;ffff?" ) )
=B fl,L”,“"; _Q;. Support for 1oca1 agriculture was linked to the A ?
’ fight for local gqvernment under the leadership of such .
‘Y;“lf*?', men)as William Carson, a medical doctor and radical } .J W
fﬂ V . A politician, and Patrick Morris, an Irish merchpnt. ‘They : .“& § '
27 i;wi[fwt;'ii’i solicited colonial funds to aseist poor immigrants‘“ljif éiijii;:um? , ?ﬁc
; o :establish farms around St John s through fee sihble s f\nf ?:fi . b
:fW”‘f\fi{i“ grants, free farm tools,_better roads and a Local assemhlyv ; ;f”ﬂf“
'Eh i.f jxmgffJR'Lwith pbwers\to re—invest\revenues collected into the 1'4‘ :;fnﬁif?f{fi ;EL
i ) | wjagricultural sector (Carson 1812 1&13 Morris, 1824) 4 ;};“;hifE . {j?

‘.:[;JL PREN These and ot merchants ncouraged cultivatidn, "not
o o ,_

‘fyf:';"f‘_\:\only by precept but likewise by example," investing their ’:7ﬂﬂp‘

\ A

K rofits from trade in loca1~agriculture (Tocque, 1878 424) B

s - ) ,\‘\ : it AR o A \ Ten \ ) .Z':' TAT ,‘.'.'," S : B
5 : "wn;'ga. LS Sy T

co 194/43 (1803) 43 L.B.C.8.0,,/ 18 (1804) 111 18;
\?O{(IBOB) 115 Duckworth papers, file; 2?/163 §1810)

Qp-

»

S 0.1»
B C

Bk

,194/61 (1ars) 75“L B c,.*
CochraneﬁPapers, Mss’;2363 (1825)
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Plate 3 - Retreat Cottage
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both potatoes and beef cattle.i‘ The reascm for this pastoral
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. cons med on the farm or sold in town..- Sheep, butter, small

l

. Production figures suggest lincreasing speci.ali,zation
in dairying after 1900 as a11 commodities except the main " R
crope and livestock declined sharply. , This is supported by

the value of- production recorded in 1935\.j. Milk, valued at R \

ARG

' $200, 000 was deuble that of all arable crops combined .

_ (Table 3) . Evidence also 'suggests that s?me arable speéial- . '
- ' :Lzaéion occurred, albeit on a much sma‘ller scale. Until 1921

potatoes were clearly the most lv::omme::c:,ial arable Q:rop, L .'«\», ‘

"‘

e h?wever, , by 1935 both cabbages land turnips were worth more ‘
L than potatoes- This is sup}ported by oral tradition which ;'_;' L

-

A'l ' saye that during the 1920'5 and 30'5, some farmers either gave

up or cut back IOA their "milk routee" to specialize in \\ o .
l' : LA T A D
: certain c‘rops. Among'these “specialist farmers" were th\e B

. N
&2 .lf\ «

o Dea s- } ‘Neil' ‘and Roses (cabbage) . the Bairds and ‘j .,:::“'

(poulm;' the R“bg’ s *‘cabbage and turnips) and the ARSI
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e recorded between 1836 and 1935’ had an averag 1\

“\ than $500 000, two: thi..rds of which came from pfxstoral items

hay, milk qows, cattle and buttar. N ’_-""r 1‘ - :°’ .5';. A .';_
- ‘ . ' . v ' o j \ - s '\ t ) . ', K - .
. ...- ) . l v - c . * < . . : /E i - .“‘l '
IR gecialization Within the Inner Zon ‘ b
The more commefcial farms were th&ase c1oeest“ to tOWn
/
In 1911 the census describes six farming districts within the, N
: inner zone extending from\Quidi Vidipin the éast end'- ort **”‘_;’
¥ | ;

past Windsor Lake and. west to T\ope:afl 'e,T_G'o\:l'ﬂd's . These
A R '

AN included an urban fninge of -

\ L 00ve Road -~ Braay 8 Path,lFréshwater Va1 ley - Kenmpunt Road,

fr:l.nge ‘area errcompaﬁsfed f.arms along a11 roads 1eading into

/ town Th:Ls included those aections of the ‘Torbay, PortugaJ.

Cove Long Pona,“-fMundy' Pon.d . Blackmareh,x Topsail and

. Blockmaker s Hall Roads whicfn were cl%e{st to town.._‘ In 1911
\ . RN

A

value of mote o -

L u

sy two and a half mi ‘,','adius o,f town. It comprise uj;dir.-\ii;d:i::. :
Yot . " . Yy . M ) R LT
"-‘ Lake (the south—north benks and the ‘h e. Hil ls), Portugal

l ';\v' Topsail Road 'and Kilbride-Goulds (Figure 1) The st John s\ "

thié distr::.ct produced more agricultural oommodities than -;;.;:j .
any other district (Table 4) . By 1935, -hoWever, agriculttih:al B
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studies

.19L9 Mintz, Mott, seun. .197 ’; Cullen, 1979). These identify

“thf thSical 1ay°“t °f the ma'ketplace: temporal and spatial h;g"*

"synchronization of.market sys ems,-the natﬂme of specific"- ) ‘,"1; NG
o . L L R L

:i';ﬁ formal situations is generally'nedlected in the literature.; ﬁuf,~ﬁf§

In1st. John s there was no fo~ al marketplace for the -f»;. - :‘-55

to establish one.in town were ade.11 Farmers aisposed of 'f

~ T . o

their produce in ‘an’ informal ma ner from at least the late

PR

Tty
Ve

e

eighteenth century.and received\oash or goods not produced

Bt W e Bk b N i




the year and ranged from about\two gallons to four gallons

during the peak qrazing period in dhly and August.. The

R N mola,ses, was fed to the herd to increase yiﬁfds., In \f'
T . :‘ - l:,f.’“ '[’ r"'l N ’ “t ,l
. yéa ~L j addi ion, whil

l N

i This conserved'winter feedffor‘

f

not be produced for sale. T 1s seasonality o, production

eja'r-‘ ';:buﬁ_a': _1
Milking too place e‘ch morning and ev’ning @roﬁnd

::'six. On most\farms @abour




:, after the tﬁrxf o‘f the twentieth century. - M:!.lk and inc’leed

‘ for carrying

on \tpe farm .
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and often a considerable d:i.stanc

from thém.; In’ c‘ntrast
1 o N l}V

to St. Jéhn s, large pockets.of gricultura', develoﬁﬂéd;.’

-

'Usupply these demands xfood was aiso sent t m\"e d:l.stant

ag Bo‘alton and ‘Newféundland'l"" ',
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al,"n:tany others ,mo ed away,
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,f‘the outset. This greatﬁy,infiuenced all aspects of the'f'i*;'w;ﬁf

l

\fa:r:ming system from\producxtion throug‘h to mar&ceting. .,l":‘["he ., \ )

crop rota iom system was aimed at maximizing hay production . 4"'«'; :
i b

fon winter feed and milk cows "and horses for transport were‘,;' ‘
c:omn—{w r\ially the mos‘t important animal raised.. On average, .
- ;. S

. I
the production of milk cows -was nearly four times mo-re T

o PN -,\.A

. important than, for example, potatoes, the most commercial
- S )
arable crOp The productiqn of most ,commodities increased N

in\the tports north of town,(v The decline of this L
farming &aterl'and'was evident before 1935. After 19}'-1 the \
city rapidly encroached upon an ~1.‘1rban f\ringe of galzdens -a,nd \ Sk
, dairz farms, am::l by 1935 agrd.cultural production in tl:lix

"once vfertn.\le area was negligible.

’In the outports

Potatoes fﬁ.*'~« xF
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'l‘he priRrate papers of Governors Duckworth( (1810-12) and Soh
'-[_\ f‘ . Cochrane (1825—-34) previded simi’.l’ar types of information, RN -"

e particularly -relatf:ing to ‘the alienation of\land durihg their e
PP R stay in Newfoundland. Beginning in 1833 ¥ the Journalis o:E the {

o : -" -‘House of Assembly contained spec:ral repo;ts on agriculture, o e v

as well as the annual ref:orts of the Road commission. These "A,'_', | Y
. : e A PR

. helped describe the farm economy and reconstruct the nine- Co ' -

1"“ ':_;'i...”"”‘ “‘\ :\: M " ‘ /. : B '

L teenth century road system. 'l‘he Registry of Wills of, the

-

E B Né{vfoundland Supreme cOurt provided da.ta ~on the financial e _ N

. :' - ( 'jl . l E Sy -
ircumstances of individual famers, genealogical information\ ! P

ST ' g SN e
Y AR nd ?ietailed inventories of specific farmsteads.‘ 'I'he most

)‘ detailed accoun s of famsu however, were found int “for sale"w k ‘:;'” '.\' i\

| : .’7 advertisements in local Anewsba’lbe‘fstbet:"een 1310 and 1890 1. T \ :

.\l § ': AdVertisements usually described the farm, stating the ‘ SR
L owner 's name, by what tenure held, acreaqe enclOEEG a“‘i/“:”--' R :

: cultivated, and - less frequently crops, li"eStock and f.

. . o | equipment : Nevvspapers also provided inf°n“ati°." on the : ?

origins of the farm comunit\y, the alfenation of land, and. ) -::"‘

P

'--..'vl PRRE T 'v the development of roads, the \local economy and the marke;t ‘

1,

- for farm goods. ’l‘he combination of these sources identified;‘

approximately 400 farmers and a profile of their farms

Trade directories, which list farmers by address for 1864—65,

1871 and 1904, were used to. substantiate and supplement thi,s

1
b
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