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&;f; The burpose of th|s study was ‘to develop a. unlt of ‘L"iT;uiv |

"‘“ﬁ rnstructlon on, the Labrador floatertﬁishery . The. unlt.ls'j;vvjiié'jf‘
o |ntended to supplement the exnstlng elementary soclal | .;:“ﬁfif-; y
studles’program in. Newfoundland schools.ﬂ ln partlcular;. l_?f;ﬁjyfiJ
‘the'materlals have been developed as & supplementary to _ f fflivff%.

'the exnstlng Grade Flve hl;tory mext book) Newfoundland B flf”;‘ :'f
J‘..and Labradon. A Brlef H:story, by Leslie Harrls (lﬂﬁﬂé‘v T‘vti'{r“th
The unit conslsts of ‘a student booklet whose\ ' }g3ff¢T;i:Q
-eontents Include coﬁles of origlnal documents, a‘photo-'" v:'t;f “2Tt'

': i copled‘magazlne artlcle, and a guldebook for teachers.‘*Tijff?;;iifl
B Varlous stages.were |nvolved in. the devélooment of Jgﬂi-ﬁ:?;j
;;f; the study.” An extenslue survey nas conducted prlor to ::?;LtHHS_ i_“‘
J;fi.tnts development. The survey showed that sultable materlals ;ﬂii?}ifg
".do not eXlSt ln ‘an- lnstructhonal format to meet the needs;:;ﬁf );h]:'

'”“ of students and teachershln thelr study-of~the Labrador'D”;'T:T: Tﬁiﬁ
floater flshery. The developer then set about producrng ‘ *f:fff;:h
gwti_lnsﬁructlonal materlals from prlmary and secondary sources .,{,jthhj
that would.be sultable for u5e wlth algrade FIVe hlst&izj/witflfik:jff

o cl ass . ,. - _ B R o e :,_ __\," SRR ‘:'.’ 'f
o When the materlals were deveIOped ,speolallsts.evalafinVl”*s;;::
'“,‘uated thgm for c0ntEnt,“structure, and quallty,.teacher;‘and;‘\.fgif;f
'f,'students assessed the materléls for thelr teachablllty and ‘ffiﬁéffh
learnabllﬁty.: The recommendations from thlslformathezﬁajhf(f%}};{iiﬁ
lg;;l evaluatlon led to~flnal » "ji ?ﬁ};j~zifinf
i%f ‘3_;:]_tifff
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Fleld testlng -of the unlt was conducted at A P L w,".

. e .
Elementary School un Labrador Clty,ln October and November

g . -

'Three teachers and seventy f"lve studehts were

Lo

eprsed to the unlt_\,for a perlod of apptoximately tWO weeks.

AR Ln dtte rmlning the effectIVeness of the instf'UCt‘Ona‘ B

un”i't .as a teachlng tool the deve]ope" us,ed t“’° types °f i
meas'qulring instrumentsfa pretest postt';St meth°dlf°r e"a]— .
g uatlng the achllelvement level of the students, and student

f

.\. -

e 2

'.‘!

that the unlt can be uSed
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Thls report is an account of the development of a.
. ' ,/" L .
unlt of |nstruct|on deal |ng wl th the Labrador fl’oaﬂ:er L

(schoOner) flshery as lt was prosecute'd by Newfoundland C

N flshermen in the fi rst half of ~the present century. The e
: unlt can be used to supplement and update the exlstlng S

soclal studles program |n Newfoundland elementargy schools

- la, . s . . .
! . . . K

anel— to provnde students—*anfd teacners~w+tn nr‘Terlals on A S

[ . - o LY

'_" L S - lmpor tant as pect oF our flsher les.4 The unlt ls entltl ed. o

. ] PR The Labrador Floater Fl shery in the Twent ieth Centur_y_. S '

I : . ’ K '.' 4 4 S o ;;,_
U 0 o Backg//ound to - the Labrador Floatenf _ D R

S /"élnce'~'fhe lat er part of the Napoleon‘lc Wars the

s ca

R Labrador floater Fnshe played a maJor rdl’e ln the New-

"

ro : foundland economy,. involv‘d large capltal |nVestments and

’ .
’

large Scal—e“emplgyment both ,lrectly and lndlrectly,'and

N i

er: of. the provnnce s entire "_ .

accounted for more than a quar

p

productlon of salt codflsh.-’-,' Near‘y every summer, beglnnlng

’,_._- .

’ about the flrst week ln June

¥

BRI f'hund reds o‘F schooners and’ thous 6ds .of. men’ sai led -
IR L down wth for the sheltered ‘hac bours. and coves .'/ R
T of the 'Labrador coast to'trap the Mfish", as cad" L
wom s called By Newfoundland f| shermen. : (B_lack 1960,, SRR
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‘T“'ﬁ cured thelr fxsh

SR Notre Dame Bay.,

‘rﬁ'~-'—a e R o

dropped to JuSt d'fractlon of‘what |t haq been only twenty

i -

years prevnously

1960“5.;

' . k4

out mapnly by Tishermen from Trlnlty Bay, Bonav1sta Bay, and

i
[ N
|

/,_\two Broad classes'

o I o’ .

j,?y;' By the mld Y950's the mngratlon to Labraaor‘had, {,

'Today the flshery Is gone,,,f, 35, :i"“':”w‘. [f

The floater fnshery'@n the Labrador coast”“s;carrled#

rhe Labrador ﬁlshenmen were div ded into.dflf

e .
- . : . >
N t

!t was revnvé% agalnrior.a perlod |n the uf

N

R

the floater flshermen (somet:més referred

to as'“g

B shore,~

[

P .n

15‘/ ]lved Qn b'

ot
,.“‘

Thls

:s the maln reaﬁon t

|n'some haﬂbpuni

bl § e :

June andfpeturneilln Septemger or Oetoberhd

from the Labrador coast was elthen by floater or by coastal

.t . -

boat._
Conceptlon Bay o

s f .v‘?

,u-.‘

-cneek,,
in One_ared.

them wnxh thelr,iamllies,
f ! .
The statloners came ma

?draught, salllng SChooners usual]y bul]t of spruce,

et

T

round to the'

flshing wherever cod could be found

,‘ g . . 6 i
he Schooners were called

b

~

orblght,and caughtand

»

These fTEhermen, most of

usually left thelr home ports

Travel

N

ly from Str

f
o ~
N ]
3 v

The F]oaters themselves werd heavy ballas&, deep

»

The
The

[y

l

tomand

'

The star!oners on the other hand estabILthd themselves on

]

John s and L

"floaters”

reen flsh oatchers") and the stationers (sometrmes:;

talled,”squatter_&—or ”roomers“)v The floater f shermen PR :fh“

o

':,most common type wel;hed between 30 and 70 tons,

L ) .”2
schooners prrer to 1930“ Ted aImost entlrely on sail.;g-

LR

H wever, after that tﬂme some of them-Were equipped wlth

oA T




'After the, sghooners arrlved‘ ln some harbou’r or cove

SN Wiyl TR UG o




W

n some sheltered

”Sometlmes, however,ithey engaged'fn

(Parsons,-:

“espeC|ally the shipplng of lumber.:

HAfter deductlons of cost, the proflts were shared

o

am0ng the crew on the basis of the total catchd' The fTsh-"

—

~erman s gross wages, were, therefore, based on the actual

The importance of the share system

‘ umher of fish caughtu

|nstead of flsherme\

o men“,

'Therejwere'Verlathqns ln th

cluding the captajn,gbroughtfhome edght hundred qulntabs

.:‘/;'H

theire ining hOO qulntals were divldedlln 6~"

"

‘rices‘were

“hlgh thls ‘was’ consldered:;
Ln;dprTars

.the return
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R A good season s cJtch is. one hUndred qulntals of.~'.“ .
.undry Ffish a'man yi., If his return\ls $250 he- in.-. 0 .t
“the. happlest fortune'- rlchly re arded beyond h|s
T ‘dreams, for his summer's work. “One halfiof that
e -;sufflcaent toeg|ve any mod st man a warm gTow~of
o _,hh' .content and ‘pride,.0ften .\ . the .catch ~ |s 50 poor
St that he must make the best of . $25 oF $30, _( ,865)

The floater flshery lnvolved\kons(derable cap%tal

The schooner anne was estlmated to absorb

?ﬁ.,ffft lnv?stments.

e’

i'about seventw per cent of the.total )nvestment.. FISthg .ﬁ _'rlﬁ
. ¢ . . S
gear aCCOUnted For the balance. For the last fIFty yearslffi }f
ﬁgthfQ#fo or so of the flshery,fschooners were constructed in New-.;;;jf
p:3f3;?ff:; foundland at ‘2 cost of between $9000 and $IS Oﬁﬁ each :f.V:'%fj'“

daro [
LR Fushlwg gear generally cost between $2700 and $4500 Added

to thns were the extreme]y hlgh productlon costs - curlng,,

rrelghting, and warehouse charges. (B]ack ]960)

5 »/,,:

': Competltlon w|th forefgn countr|es for control of 2;-3..”'

L

Ve
SN

salt flsh markets was a. maJor factor in the declune of the.

e -

LR

Labrador floater flsheryq Compared to the superlor quallty : %ﬁ
R4d
of |celandlq/and Norwegxan Flsh Labrador flsh was consnder— R ;%,

ed poor quallty._ rhere was lltt]e control of flSh shxpments

. [ _.._

and the fIsh were frequently stored Fér Iong perlods of tlme

I

e
Newfound]and merchants were also In the habjt of rushlng
very large catches of flsh off to m7rket wlth the result

that there was frequently an oversupply, or “glut" ;and

'~returns Were small Labrador f:she'men prosecuted the fnsh-'ﬁ

e

"hf.ery in much the same'way their anc“stors dld hundreds of  :v'

7

Al

”ed pra;tices, superfucnal]f

'sound preven ed the |ntroduct|on of:more efflClent methods




the salt flsh markets.‘ After World War J}

European compet—-‘

Itlon beqame very serIous, the marketlng of Labrador flSh
N S

he floater fishery was becom!ng a

T

was extremely slow

h|gh1y speculatnve buﬁnness.u

After WOrld War II Newfound-

i

Iand flshermen found more contlnuous employment and hlgher

1

\' ’ Iy N =

Income in local Newfoundland

|ndustries and on Armed Force§

B
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"of Provincual

i the existlng currlculum and develop more exten5|ve

'content materlals.

province.
f'_ald
.focus attentlon on

'develop in the students/an awareness i

. CHAPTER 2. . . - - -
| * NEEDS ASSESSMENT - . v ;

: f'l‘uggd{for Nveoundfand Haterialsf B
. L ‘ . ‘-' '” : . - . ' :'.'.

'
v

A common topic of discussnon among educators today

Most

')

concerns the questlon of releV%ndh in education.
educators agree that the currlculum should be made releyant

to the IIVes of the chlldren and youth for whom the.l’ g

)

curriculum eXIStS.“ 18" commonly agreed among/NewfoundJand

educators that ‘more’ atiention should be given to the study

o
-

topics in our 5 hools.:

In recent years some steps have been taken to upgradej

e

local

ThlS |s espeC|ally notlceable |n the

’

T

. areas of Language Arts and Sociai Studies. d';ixf _r 'N-;f,7?°'

:'ln the area of Language Arts, varlous aspects “of. the
. . ,

Newfoundland enV|ronment Aanguage,

e

llfe, folklore,.and -
. y, / oL

gllteratUre have been develop’d |n schools throughout thev.b

The ratlonale fog this development haﬂ been to

ind:vldual*and small group actlvdtles and proJects which

language skills, but at: the same tlme.li{

adﬂ knowledge of

'.ﬁNewfoundland gf' j;.?“f".f';; d{fif'l‘iff,ﬂj\".

The Engl)sh Currlculum Guide (1971) of the Department

»:;jof Edupatlon states that the Use of ”Newfoundiandla" ln the

’7»classroom lmportant ”5; - 7-3 IR
Ve i L
\ ne . 4-‘ —".“. ‘
‘ : I
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| E‘H B “ - Vo
B - , ; g 2
TE . N St . p Lo ! ;
. ,‘beoausellt'ls Iocal., Because ‘a study of many facetst T A
it oo of the language can be lnteldectually challenging and. . . S
ot S:jdﬁcan, by’ stImuIatlng a 'student's-interest in wo'rds and; v g
B -;-:'”thelr Ways,.asslst hIm in expressung ‘hls Ideas more ‘ . :
. e effectlvely ln speech and wrutlng. (pu 196) ;
" ".Slmllar steps have been taken to Introduce local j'. " ,r': : :
e ¥ i . e ’ . "5
o materIaIs Into the EIementary SocnaI Studles program,', B TR B
Lo especlally at the Grade Flve level #‘FOr.several years . -Vf".;'7l,fu?%'&
'}- T_Geography of Newfoundland by w Summers ajd M Summers (1972) X 0
T - ] B . FEPANERN
f?} ' ) ”and Newfoundland andeabrador = A Brlef HIstory by L Harrls'~_ A 'ji
.o : S . A Yl . co ";
' g.,./* SR ,N(I968) have been used at the Grade Flve l vel In our schools,' - f-
:;lRecentIy Thé Red 0cre People (a study of how Newfoundland' '_f ““*@':?:E
' 'fBeothuek Indlans lIved) by Marshall (19?7) was. added as a
‘ . _ ;'"supplement to the Geography and Hlstory texts More recentIy
I S o1 BN
. '”,The Flshery of Newfoundland and Labrador by Sally Ldu 'u“ L xu,y - ;'\
Lo Lerssurler (f980) was added to the Grade Ten HIstory Programme. ':;-" -

'"ti/‘_“?f'- The problem of teachnng unlts of work wlth Newfoundland
"ul'.-.f,.;.: n ent. IS the shdrtage of sultable referenme and supplementary
Y e AR ¢ N
materlals.‘ Consequently, ”valuable learnlng experlences Do

. . _,.—-q -

through exposure to the many" aspects\of Newfoundland I'éi‘ i:.
“4. rpeople, and thelr cﬁT%ure are mlssedh._ (Lane, lS]?,\pLﬂS)EF
3 l;' "' : f Thls problem ls partlcularly notlceable In the .area oflsoz}al RN
Tﬁlew;%“%h, StudIes. Not onIy ls there a shortage of supplementary B |

materlals, but the essentlal components needed;to deslgn lobaIH

i RRERIRARRE 'o,: Instructlonal mateplals are not readlly acees.lble to many DU

3 L '1classroom teachersr_~ U
;-fnﬁfﬁ Q"ng' Nowhere,'ln the developer s opInlon, II the need for
more Newfoundland content ln the currlculum”greater than'In,ﬂh- -
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L tHe area of the Newfoundland flshery. The flshery has played and stlll
S 3 A S '
' o \ plays, an lmportant role ln the llves of many of Newfoundland's people,
SRR i .
Coouo ot the Labrador floater flshery was an |mportant part of the total New-'

Lo N i . }J.‘ ‘. ) .. ) ) -.‘ .. ‘ .

N Rpwf.f-,\foundland flshlng oegratlon}f._-‘: Coe T o - I,l- _
S \ S ) - ) i ] 3 . . . - l “ .
o | | ,;fl o 5.;l;-~7; ;t“,- lf\l:fm-f ) f': ~'i s - -;ll 5::31:1 :/}~r,'
% ”;l\n“‘l>"-~if_7- Need,forﬂﬂaterlalahon the. Labrador Floater Fishery ..
. Y vl . \ | . -' -.l',." ; B -'. I,,. - . . L . o Co, '. ) '\. R
' ; *S‘ nce the latter part of the Napoleonlc Wars the Labrador

' - o ) ‘ S
e LT } : ..,__w..ﬁ“.'_..f,
e T fﬂoater flshery played a. major role |n the Newfoundland ;3f,a”_aﬁ-i_ﬂﬁ'

SO ""economy, involving large scale employment and accountlng for 1,‘;;:-e;u%f

more than“a quarter of the provlnce s’ entlre productlon of
l' s

x%lt codflsh (Black l960);"However, few textbooks‘ln the_b

. exlstlng Newfoundland school currlculum make mentlon of the o
/f3.~fij_operation.”-;ﬂ:}'yU}yS” : :;uf',;fhi,-ﬁl. ﬁfﬂ ;'l}pgg';_i-'_'~-)'7_ o

—*1; o':AnflnfUTmal questlonnalre was CIrculated by the.-

T -_'.

developer among ten~Soc1al Studles teachers |n the Labrador 'Hi‘_f "l_f

' . —— ‘_,- IR
T ‘1.‘ .

West area._ The purpose of the questnonnalre was to deter-”
f”il mlne lf teachers ln‘schools ln Newfobndland and Labrador 'lhfhf.h;l‘,_'ﬁ-

felt that there was a need for more materlals on the Lab—

g K rador floater flshe’x_-“h L . . ¥
’ The general consensus gathered:from the questlonnanrep" j,
¢ R “waS*that_teachers should have avallable to'them materlals IE,
. : ; O e At L . N
”uﬁhf5;3¢ ;r:on the Labrador floater flshery.“1n~#he|r oplnion, that : *g—

:%need was not belng met ln the present currlculum.. Whlle \~14ﬂ~

“f"fhﬁthe developer dld not draw any concluslons for the rest of

o f‘:#the provlnce from thlsi njormal survey, the concerns ex- -" “flyf'

o P '-lea.agl“
‘gpressed were representat|ve of the concernSfof teachers ’




- "and othenllnformal consultatlons' lth teac ers, the'. }f
L , oo o - e )
S ! developer declded that thls matterﬁkas lmpo(tant enough s B
'u ° o L : » " s -, ., y .
, to warrant immediate ttentlon.. ) -"\gu- 4 :
- o : S 2 N - A
> W e i" ,\§: ‘{ oA sians
: RS Alternative.solutidns oL Co
v “Once the need to obtaln materla s had been determlned
i :.there Were fhree“ch0|ces of actlon t lelow. They'Were,'ln7jal"
. * ?order of preference._ (l) borrow or purchas materlals al- '
. 'iready avallable (|l) modlfy exlst|ng materials Ior.(lll)
g.r '1produce materlals locaﬂly» The developer chose the latter> -
' . D oo ; o o R
g :-. because sultable materlals on the Labrador floater flshery 3
. ‘fdjﬁo not exust ln an lnstructlonal Format sulted to the needs~'f
§ ~ﬁof Grade ane hlstory students.'[.';/”,*:“' YV '
P ' O ‘ N ) . R . “w. - v .' .
e e B shpvey of cAValiablé-Materials .. IR
o A ST D T :
L From personal lnquiry and a search oF varnous llbrarles,‘fh
f.‘ ':f;reference quldes, awarenéss-lrsts; and publlc archlves, the-
_lfQ: lnvestlgatron revealed Very ]sttle materlal on the Labrador
T N . . : RN S :
e floater flshery o 'l - o -
o 5; _«Upon examlnatlon offthe llmlted prlnted materlal Found :
"whlch related to the Labrador floater flshery, few, |f any, g,z
g i et
of the materuals were sulted for use WIth Grade FlVe stud/nts..l

2 v i ,..w.t.w"w""n“.i“"~“"“""‘ T ;
' . . . ’ : ) .
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L > . . 3 ot P '
* . 1 te . . ) F -
" . ca . : - Lo . ,
. R 10
o Co- o . ,‘/4‘ R L ,6
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. "w”'_-throughout the provlnce.\ 'yff”] R
. .. L J " . P .
.e'J

lf thls qustlonnalde gﬂ'.:"'fﬂﬂ,'

v'.“ﬂ? On the basls of the results
CL |-

terms used

B The vooabulary and techn:cal in the books were l: B
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3, . .

- gen”rally c0ns|dered to be abOVe the readlng level of a Ul'e-) i
Gra e Five class. .The books mlght,.however, be of use as
bac ground informatlon to teachers |nterested ln teachung

“a.u Lt of werk on the Labrador floater flshery. ;Thé,e;'"‘

ubllshed materlals, deallng wholly or In part with ‘the. -

fishery, examined by the developer &re'

1:
l -
(l)¢ T Labrador Floater Codfnshery by w A. Black
\ . :;':.x' AN R : o
'(1'60) : Thls ls an. artlcle ln the Annals of the Amerlcan";\ o
S ociatlon of Geographers.; lt Black deals wlth the:

t'elopment of the Engllsh Shlp Fishery in Newfoundland
‘.ut the year 1760 ‘the. formative fear£'8¥ the Labrador}j
Nai ter flshe{y, the technlcal structure of the flshery,“‘
'# the floater fishing equlpment, the proce55|ng of the flsh :
3K3 . .

“vecllnang years of the fishe y._ The artlcle |5-Well-"

f'.wrlt en and contalns maps,adiagr ms, tables, and black and;e

.{waf Browne (1908) ' Thls ls no {a history book bum'

1
t
T |

R l: the author state5>'"3 llterary ;mbrlc woven from facts and}'."il'"

,experlences“ (p ll) ‘ltwis an iccount of the author s __
. }

lelsure visits to the COast of L brad%rn The book ls falrly

‘ well wrltten and very "chatty";fand s&eks to answer the very

= -

‘fundamental questlon, "What klnd of iand ls this wwhere the T.Vﬁ "

ff;}jjif fishers go'“? Only one chapt:r of the book deals wlth thel

. T.(z) Where the Fishers Go - The“Story of Labrador,by -jgli.';_'




'"'F’of"the book.wouldfnot.appeal'to the

_,raphy, |ts people,‘lts anlmals and plants,_andllts flshery

” 'fWhlle no specuflc sectlon of the book deals thh the flshery,

'i”icatchers“ throughout the book
f'aIOHQ the Labrador'coast thls book

. "'l . . A ’
o as a reference book for Grage Flve students, |t serves no o o

iﬁ;ew“ ST

'ﬁ.return J0urney from St John s tg Naln ln/northern iﬁ$rador

rr

Labrador f:shery for more than half .a century.

K' relateS“the‘experlences of a

j.u 'L, (3) The Labrador Coast‘ A“Journal;.

S Cruuses to that Reglon by A S Packard r (l49l)fJ'This‘

, . e 4
—— T . . . Lo Con
RS - A - Lot A
hidsina L - o (SR
v . e ) i x
' e T - - c
: - ST © o - N /"
- ’ ‘ \ ¢ R s B
‘ Do 12 ’
- . . A e “
o " R RN . !

flshery and that chapter discusses both the floater fushery o

and the statuoner flshery. Generally, though. tHE'COntent.

lnterests qf Grade Five "
students f.' . .-~,,.A_'. S e S

of'de'Summer.

book |s ar general account of the Labrador coast

. \

-lts geog-f‘

'q.

reference is made to the flshlng fleet and the:“green flSh

As an ?arly account of l|fe

lsthghly recommended
4

v

useful purpose I],fﬂ’

- LA |

(h) Along the Labrador Coast by Chadles Townsend

R -

(1907) : Thls book ls a personal

account %T the author s

The boo} IS a day to day account of the trip,'and many partsz

e

of lt are ve y lnterestlng.. One chapter of the book ls]f"

/ -

devoted to the LaBrador floater flshery.. The book |stwell-

. M)
—

lllustrated wnth faded black and whlte photographs ; ‘_‘”7[{' L.'ft
., 3

(5) Flfty Two Years at the Labrador Flshery by Nlcholas

2

RPN

|

[t
©

[
5

ML

Smlthf(|936) G Thls ls an .

lnterestlng story of the l|fe of a

Newfoundland flsherman who prosecuted the Newfoundland and

The author
j . v
long and successful career and




\

' contr|butes ‘a work of some hlstorlcal value.: The book

slmply Written and well-lllustrated wnth black and whute

photographs. Grade Flve students would flnd parts of thef

book lnterestlng and |nformat|ve I However, the book o

- . - ”

now out of print and exlstlng COpIeS are hard to flndl

h.{ﬁ:;'; (6) Labrador' Land of the North by John Parsons\-7

(1970) Thls ls' general text on . the geographyrand hnstory

o

ovaabrador.. A wude range of tOplCS is covered lncludlng

people, plant and anlmal llfe,-mlnlng, and cllmate‘. On é°\‘”"';?

A KK : ./A_ ‘

short chapter deals wlth the Labrador flshery generally, and

H

only slught reference |s made to the Labrador floater flshery

°

(7) Down North on the Labrador by W. T Grenfell %lSIl)

' . -~

Thls book i's a collectdon of Labrador storles by the man who"*

succeeded ln Wast years ln maklng Isolated Labrador a’ part of

the known world Whlle c0nf|ned excLuslvely to the facts.tnﬂj"

Dr. WIlfred Grenfell's da:ly lLfe, the book does make mentlon
. " o

f:of h|s encounters w1th the Labrador flshing fleet' “Once

. "’again we were on the Labrador coast, guuded only by %he twnnk-~

L - e

llng llghts of schooners puttlng away thelr catch after dark”

)- Dol o . - e ) R

(p IO) T

St s

(8) Labrador. Its dlscovery, Exploratlon, and Devég‘”

elopment by W S Gosllng (l9l0) Thls hlstory of Labrador':h

contalns a chapter entltled “The Br|tlsh Fl/hery on Labr%ﬁor“

-~

Labrador ls provlded but the text ls almed at adult readepsclj

r—t

. and Is hlghly unsuutable for use wlth Grade Flve students.py

|nformaLLon on the development of the F|shery |n";' -

e T e - L PPIRY .
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(9) A History of Newfoundland/x From the Engllsh

Colonlal' and Forelgn Records By D W. ,Prowse (1895) }A_

. e
' chapter |n thls book entltled,.Hlstory of LabFador" deals

brlefly wlth the Labrador flshery.f Several black and Whlte L
photographs of Labrador flshlng schooners and shore facnlftles'

- mlght be of some ‘use to Grade Flve students\ but generally

‘ N . - ;5

the text materlal ls unsuutable._;;

7. '

(lO) The Seal and Newfoundland Cod Flsherles of

Newfoundland by S. Ryan (1978) Thls sllde presentatlon Wlth
N ' \ .
wrltten commentary deals wnth both the Newfoundland seal flsh—

¢ s 8
.- /— . | .

T

ery and the Labrador cod flshery Nevertheless lt ls car

s
N . -

valuable source of nformatlon for students studylng the. Lab— o S

v “.;"rador floater flshery.- lt - lntended for use ln Canadlan S . "27'.
:schools as ‘a part of the Canadlan Visual H|5tory series and hf‘ ;:'i fﬁ”'

DRI

o

can be purchased lt became avallable after the present f;f: R i i'

RN . . e =
v ' N

project had been completed

l;;rig Whlle a search of the Provlncual Archlves produced very ‘]'.f ';"

‘, :

llttle prlnt materlal on the Labrador floater flshery, somef ‘

reference was made to the'fléhery |n the newspapers of ‘the

S A
: day The developér was also able to locate numerous black T I e g
3

. and whlte photographs on the toplc.f Some of these materlaIS':' o

could be reproduced and'hfde avallable to students and - ;7_.517‘p

-

teacherSulf-:fgugﬂ:/-. S _ﬁ~'_",f~ :“f’\ﬁ o }ﬂ~ JJ oL '
IR DT T T T R V"-
oL '.f" A search of the Marltlme Hlstory Group Archnves of D

S . :— ‘-

.t

RN Memorlal Unnvers:ty also produced some wrltten documents re-"
gardlng the Labrador floater flshery, for example,_appl:catlons L

to export Labrador fish to England and recommendat:ons for a

flsh proce55|ng statlon on the coast of Labrador.- Lo o
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ﬁH ”¥.u.:':._ﬁ: L An. lnvestlgatIOn Into the non4orlnt*resources-was

o successful ln loaatlng a l6 mllllmeter fllm whlch mfght be '_f,‘ N

lntegrated—lnto a unlt of work on the Labrador floater

/

flshery._ rhe fllm, entltled _ can m|nd the tlme.;.“,.:ﬁ'i

. L

was produced by the Extension Servlce Medna Unlt of Memorlal S :‘

-nlverslty of Newfoundland and is 26 mlnutes long In the'

-fll -ﬂLevi Dav:s of Pound Cove, Bonavlsta Bay remlnlsces‘
- f'about the tlme when he was a. Labrador f|sherman and master
of hls own schooner.'f ::'"".:ﬁnl“;f,;ﬁﬁl ;h"f‘ Q:W;.

PR . I
Y .- /,-'—

HaV|ng gg}ed out the flrst two. alternatlve; of elther.;_..',}-'_,i

—

'ﬂf}i“f borrowlng materla]s already avallable or modufyung exlstlng'ﬂ

: ' SR materlals, the developer~decided that the On]y other alter-h .
v A S RS iR e A ‘, Lo T : .
, “ i natlve was to’ produce hJS own materlals.t'g_ ';.~ﬁa'?i Lo T e
el U T o pecision to Develop Materials, | , ' '
DU o T .

R A Based on the fact that sultable materlals on* the Lab-
I R A T

df ‘frador floater fnshery do not‘exlst 1n an lnstruotlonal format :Lt'l ':a;”
) EERU R fto meet the needs of Grade Flve hustory students,.and the S }u |
- :.fact that the basic comPonents needed to deslgn and PFOduce. e
g l””such |nstructlpnal matehlals are not easilY aCCGSélb‘elt° S
; ";many classroom teacﬁez;‘ln Newfoundland the deve]oper declded .i
0 to produce gﬂ lnstructlonal package from °r'9'”a] docum nts ‘{Jée
: +7_and secondary sources ln a format that would be more re' Ty .I%t

T?T%;iliéff' ;'Qni'avallable to teachers and students.:

. ’ . . ' T oo Lo .




- .
. LI - . . y
- . . . . _' . .o o '

.Ohtl!hélofibevé}bpﬁéﬁt“PfdéeSSﬂ e e

. 2 . v PR s . L. A ‘

e f'f/””ﬁip The follow:ng instructiqnal desfgn was chosen and ~yﬁ
followed ln the development of an tnstructional-packagejf
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. on the Lahrador floater flshery R SR
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Grade Flvelﬁtudents |n the school_;

1

fLabfadorff'Thésdfstudehtf
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o g

‘Achlevement -~ ° .

oy B ".

’

WIth respect to achlevement and skills ih?s} Lal" a 1';j
s . :

" -

.

.'studies, the students ln Labrador West exh bit a:wlde rah§e3';f

. . K . . !

from far below average”to fa abook aVerage -and that most
. .' " _; B ’ : L

Ils for Grade

":,h.re is no Can'duan Tesm o:-Basic3Skl
. . v -y .

Pn;that'grade¢5

-8 udents £ thefnatloag] average.

- \

fore it is reasonable to con_lude that natnona!!y Grade Flve

-

. R
1.

TfThemtest:

results showed that all stpdents range from law achleversftoﬁ’

the area of social StUdleS.

funlt for whlch thts“report was

."l.

laos

?of applicablllty and was desugned_

ek SRR T RIS TN
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2 . i : '.- . B - . .' - : e t " :Il : - ‘“ s K
AR AN W T : ; ot wrres TN ”"'".v.w

at A P..Low Elementary School |n Labrador Ci ty nge con—u'
T ' ' '\\ . o I L. -.?:--
. flrmed that moﬁt Grade Flva students have developed a. o ”i'f'f =

positlve attltude towards the soc]a\ studles program ln
uthat school '-The developer regarded thls as ap051t|ve“

g example of the attltude of Grade Flve students throughout
s - o /; B . ) -
' ' wthe province Th|s isﬁlmportant consudering the fact that

ta .

. the effectlveness of the instructlona] unit ‘as;a teachlng
A L

ﬁ.;,g =V‘? ”t‘ tool W||1 be determined part]y by}the attltudes of the 1H-“"

T

learners., It ls assumed that the lnstructional unit w;ll

e : A A -

.;fﬁeﬁdffff be USed more effectuvel( wlth students who have a’ posltlve

. ¢ o

/“

'”attitude toward socnal studies than wlth students who have

,,,,, . e ;/—

a negatlve attntude towards soc:al/studles._

':L - }i_?*ﬁlf' Attltudes were noted to:: be even more posltlve when

class‘lnterest was. focused on-a. tOplC relat:ng to the

. 7h:11-.:h‘:' hlstory of Newfoundland.‘ 'i,f°7f“,= j::|;~].fff- 7f- _;; $
<”f; ;f fg \'““;Natura]]y, the developer also assumed that the ' l_: S

effectlveness of the Instructlonal unlt as ‘a teachlng tool

'",fff‘jfwldl be affected by the attltudes of the students toWards gﬂ*f

the method of Instruct]on.. Teachers at A P Low Elementary

found that mot vatlon and lnterest were strengthenea when:
Ly, _ .

tunlty to examlne facsnmiles of

students were g:ven an oppor

'w.old photographs,‘newspaper clebIngs, and documents. The

.developer concluded that the |nstructi0nal'unlt wnll be'more

e R

.effective w‘th students holding a posntlve attitude towards

I."A

: this kind of lnstruction.

oy
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-unlt..

task into various component sub tasks.i,

lnstructlona,l--

B
o

|nstru;tlonal

Ut CHAPTER b0
S TASK ANALYSIS ..

Tasks

‘and’$ QB:-_.'I;as ks

o

L e L D

The task analysls helps the deve]oper organize the

jnnformation whlch

|s to be lncluded

ln the

cnstructlona]

It Involves the breaklng down of the Instruct ona1

s

- \ "
!mportant elements about' the topic are lncluded

any non-essential

'

Un'lt v

unlt,

/

and at the same tlme glves the potentlal

T-he task ana/lys

s

A

“"'serves tp ellminate '

chart enaliles the de\{elope'r to make certaln that all

informatlon from belng |nclude’d

The task analys i s

‘e

user a qulck over vuew of-/t'he contents -”f the - unit.

‘

The developer has dlvlded the toplc of the Labrador"'

f

floater flshery Into sub tasks -as’. follows.

o
|
A the \ ’/ oo
|n th‘e- . ) el
. ’I ‘fg

B [
]
-;é:-v-‘i'c',.-;-__;z:
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.| ‘Painting/repairing schooner: * <

Butter
Sugar
Salt

| i:-}.sa'r:ﬁ.r"iié fme.

* When lce cleared

>5-—Sall|ng obstacles

B
o

P

-the bays (JUne 15 30)////
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Painting/repairing -ski

|
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Flsh piled
beslde the"

"spl tting table"5~»73

"Cutthroater”

opens the flsh

-"Splitter” e

Mhgadett

.removes “the. 'removes ‘the .

testines. ‘backbone
'uénﬂaﬂéad:

|- Removing ‘excess blood and intestines ..
SR | i 'More readtly

Sl stering ene gish.

igava.lable,f

Sea water ‘used

“’; } e f“ [“~"-\if'

Frqsh water tends

to soften~the flesh
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" i w CURING THE FISH I '
-Fish unloaded fromischooner and.sold to merchants;
Saltobulk - ..o oL e s o Drled T

coeesalie s L o LT sun cured

“TW%sdei?Qfﬁ L jthpread oni;1~

.?Drylng tlme.t'
-two days to two

weeks, dependlng'[A

on the amount of

'gsunshlne

Chqice' f j[;zj;__::;fr-‘»'{,' B ‘Prime.,;;i 4_"'

Number one, f-ffji - ;{"“.,.‘,il'Number two.
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- SHARING THE Fism . S
| Capraln - ¥ . . 7. . .. Sharemen : '
R "'-%‘;' .\. - . I"“’ IR
. ) s ST S PR L
: : : Deck ‘hands Cook. . ..
ﬂg;;Mequdé of;sﬁaringthétcatchi7“,5' - B B - -

Common method . - S T

U_Sharmén'dlvided

_o‘the'r_‘ hal f edua,l')-_y.,_ '

with extra share for

captain

Good summer: .

: -'550-0__"or more .

] Varied from LT S
| prace to place i _Captaln'plafmeﬁg :
IETERR SR . half of. total*: i
' s . catch . ol
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T - ":";: . ( . 3
‘" :7=§qrn1pgs-L " i .
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-Poor summer:
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T Labrador ﬂsh R Old 'Flshnng oo o Flshermen found

e generally _practices Jmore contnnuous ool _'
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y S e
( _';/," S Assumptlonsand Entry é'eha)_/-'il'o'ur-'
AR Co lt was.’ assumed that the‘ d’ents had the followlng
, : knowledge to the levlel. nece;ss‘arly for satlsfactory
' .erformanace[in studylng the unit.‘ . )
'u ..I.'"Studenltis‘." :.Wj".]] have acqunreda basic unders tandlng ’.
n .'" _ of the |'r'npot"tance' of't'he sea .In the‘l ives of the 4‘
E ‘.o : \'j people Mndland and Labrador.__i . ' -
: - 2, Students\.lll have J:qun'ed a bas’lc understandlng
\ ’ N ‘ Iof J_:‘h‘e lmp'rtance of ‘;:he fishery In the Ilvesyof. .
S :.'u'l{gt.l"i;'.‘;ef?P-l'eg £ Newfoundland and Labrador. ’

. . .= : : - , e ] . ' I
; l - R Lj?".j' 3 éStudents will be famll,lar with the concept of ‘
. . ..'sanllng schOOner;..I.';,‘ ,, s ',

o ' Wll; Students wl\ll have acquired an understandlng of
‘ /i: g - the distinctlvon; between %he island of Newfoundland‘l
| ‘ . l ".’.and the Labrador par:t ‘of the provlnce.-_} 0 - ; .I
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~ ‘Behayforal. ObJectlves . .~ | . .7

[
. . '

In the realm of educatlon, much has been(sald about

stattng behavloral objectlves In curr|c<vi.3‘:1

s

the lmportance 0]

'j'ulum devefbpment 'wagaraJan,‘Semmel and Semmel (|97h),

Thtagarajan, Semmel and Semmel (197#) state that

a. set of objectIVes arranged ln a sultable

L 'u;J sequence Becomes:the most: lmportant component
o P of the Instructlonal package (p .,); T
R ) ;BIoom (1966) deflnes educatlonal objectlve as the -
S /—a S L
R -fe'r R explictt formulation-of the ways In ‘which’ studenxs

. A *Ware expected to be- changed by . the ‘educative. process.,?-.
T T AR That ‘s, -the; ‘ways - n whlch" they: will, change in thelr e
o S thlnk[ng, thelr feelings,-and ‘thelr actlons..... e

- .J,. §"q;, s’ important ‘that the’ major-.objectives of ‘the schoo] ,
R fff~-f:ﬂ* or. unTt ofiinstraction-be clearly Identlfied if t:me.";
L ﬁh'f-'iﬂﬁ and effort, re, not to be wasted (p 26) ’;ny S
Db e

' s .

L8 - L} Ye,

Bloom s Taxonomy of Educatlonal ObJectTves-is ?Ivlded'

i lnto three categorleS' (l) the cognitlve domain,.(ll) thelifﬁf.

k'affective domatn, and (Ill) the psychomotor domaln.- The flh‘

cognuttVe'domaIn

lncludes those"objectIVes wht(x:h deal with :"

‘




'h7,5and neeeTves maJor emphasls Ipelndustrla1 Educat1on, Artegﬁff

and Physital Education., ﬁihffffﬂ‘ﬂgi.7?5 : fulﬁfjn,r'

For the purpo%e of the !nstructlonal unit The Labrador

Floater Flshety ln the Twentieth Century, obJectlves In the

'|4.,- ',

cognitive domalnkWere streSSed because the developer wushes

inafrtanthﬁ

.:categorles of the cognltlve domaln IkanowIedg': Acqul—ﬁh
* &

5|tlon of knowledge or Informatlon Is a prl ' obJectlve
BN .
in educatlon today By knowledge 15 meant that the student

lcan glve evldence that he remembers, by recall or recognitlon;

'some of the |deas or phenomena w]th whrch he has had exper-h“'

./ T ‘_,.~ . <

Ience In the educatlonal process.n5~: 'w"

The prlmary obJective of the instructlonaﬂ unlt was to

e,

help students acqu!re/a knowledge and understandlng of the

4

Labrador floater Flshery as It was carpled out by N wfound-

Kener TVQQJectlves

'\/';' T




T

- e :
Ay . ;
=f(al Home.ports ln Neéfoundland _ R
(h) Flshing Iocatl%ns on the Labrador coast"
,ﬂké) Gettlng ready for the voyage to Labrador_ ,
;(ﬁ) The floater andlits equnpment' w:d | -
.:f(é) Methods of catch:ng fnsh o o | d" |
etfl Methods of curfng fish ::yf:1145:;:';ﬂfih?a:
.Q_}ﬁguntéé Hethods of Sharlng fISh -fﬁtrb Lf Hﬁk;“,ég .
; ;2J;(h) The abandonment of the flsheryT%J:ifri ;
[ e . P G b ,

Speciflc Objectlves-

LI -
P -

Having studled the booklet The Labrador Floater Fishery

N

In the Twentleth Century the student W|ll ~!n3?npexaminat|on
settlng, Be able to.,: L ff’ o PR
N L T R

(f) demonstrate an understapdlng of the importance of

T the LaBrad%r fioater flshery to the economy of Newfound]and

S [T

(ll) sHow an, understandlng of the meannng of the word
o S r R ./..-:...' oo R ‘ v . .
o “floater“' .j: 5 fﬂ{-'5'f;fif,j- f-"f' PR ”, .g‘n'

(I|f) demonstrate an understandlng of the work

'[<|n%olved in gettlng the schooner ready for flshing,

(iv) |dent|fy the maln species of'fish caught by

T

floater'Fnshermen on the ¢oast of Labrador,_ ﬂ;.fg.. o

(v) demonstrate -a famJIIar1ty wlth home POrts ‘. i..,.

. oo ’
' e R

(vn) demonstrate a fam|l|arity wnth d%abes on the :'-"d
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PR

ijéh (ylll ldentlfy some of the nay4gatxonal hazards

s
encountered by floater flshermen en route to Labrador dinc o
the early summer,‘ o :._.T'f d. o f'~ ,:.U -

’ (lx) demonstrate'an understandlng of the use. of the o |
‘hiauglllary eng|nes installed ln most of theﬂschooners after o
f,the year 1330; 3';' h‘ﬂ'; ' -"Vh c'?f{hl“f’j'-d '. | ' Lo
ti::. | (xl xdent|fy ‘the klnds of flshlng gear. used by the:f' '

:floater flshermen,]., f”' fu: iﬂ“d"df:::4i :;{:fksi'i: i}‘ ;'

:7" | (xn) demonstrate some knowledge of how a cod trap works,-n v

| (xll) Show an understandlng of. the meanlng of a'x. l

"traP berth”', .,f o '..VQ-VZ:"THOT~jL%h t , :‘{ o : 'x:_l...%

, o 3

”f'the schooner fFom the cod trap,_~ ' ,:mﬁf . o 3
- K . - N 2 f
i

-~ el

tlto sell once the schooners reached Newfoundland 2:
1.h (xvl show some knowledge of the share system‘ae . ‘:ti' i“}' i%
vemployed by the Labrador Floater flshermen,‘.F>;:-'f:hffhft:. 'jr»d: :%
R T e 5

(xvi) conclude from the'contents oh‘the booklet - j?‘ ) fé'
reasons for the abandonnent of the Labrador floater fnshery‘ ‘ 2 )

'alds used by - floater flshermen .on the coast’ “of Labrador, o - .

(v1l|) be fam ar wlth the klndy of navxgational

s :_ (xllll show an understandlng of the steps fo]lowed

'|n cleanlng and storlng the flsh once they were brought to R e lé f

&

.

(xnv) relate how the. flsh were cured and made ready

;.m‘ .. .‘ .
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© % . RATIONALE FOR CHOICE OF MEDIA-. - . SR }

fn,

" " .. An important-gquestion in the development of an’ ; |
involves the chloce“of'medla~to'be used- o

poo _
4_ : |nstruct|onal Unit- v
con5|der-

' |n the presentatlon of the unr}.
l
ation, the developer declded to proceed wlth tpe productlon
e

After careful

/
illustrated booklet descrlblng the fushery wlth prlnt-

PRI ,x:uof an
I . ed word and reproductlons of orlglnal documents and photo-

- graphs._ Jhe documents and many of the photographs were .
lncluded as appendlces._ Also |ncluded as an appendix Was a j‘

v.fi';;tl- xerographlcally reproduced magaznne artlcle on the Labrador;
| o floater flshery wrltten ‘l904“ .1 dr," ' - _l ' tﬂ
o ‘.p:, The developer was of the opln;on that such a bookleb
f:»"would be“alsatlsfactory med|um to meet the object:ves of 'f
t'--the unlt.‘ lhe booklet contalned factual lnformatuon about f'}'
o I e
‘ _;;,the Labrador floater flshery gleaned from orlglnal documents
‘“fcf.":: and secondary sources and re wrltten and re constructed tot e “;'*x
. meet the readlng lnterests of Grade Flve hlstory studentg.

st

.~ . "‘ o . . . ,‘ .

R Plctures ahd drawlngs were lncluded to enhance the students'
ln the Booklet.

T . . ‘ Lo
'I:iﬁ“ifid understanding of the knowledge presented
4 o 4The booklet served to brlng together all essentlal lnfor-

mathn about the Labrador flqater flshery
The photographs and documents gave qtudents lmportant

”]5j' experlences |n self dlrected 1nVest|gatlon and reporﬂlng.
. ’ ) .': ' N -
: From these artlcles students galned not only raw |nformat|on

\

\._-_ B
! o iy
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but a]so the experlence of as sing documentary accuracy.,

L

v Hardwnck (1964) promotes the use of origlnal source g

%

fL - i-:iﬂ, mater|al in the h:story classroom when he . says that

- .‘-. ._5{,' (I) regu]ar use of ornglnal source materials help to .
T : ; make the study of hIStOFY an -incentive process .
for pupils., - , T

G oo (i) frequant use’ of. orig]nal source materials en-. :
s S o ‘courage puplls to: be construct:ve]y critical in.
their thinking e . s .f,, T

Lo e (lli) using the do‘cument as a source materla], ‘the -
‘ e o ~pupil. learns to Use the same. method as the pro-
T s '. fessional hl@torlan, and ‘in so doing he. learns
L " something of 'the art and.craft of hlstory wrltlng.
(pp. 90~ 91) .", = LAk

Garvey and Krug (1977) state that

T ",:j_ the prnmary source.... tells the story from one -

, ...« "7 ‘angle and.not from a consensus of historical
' e “oplnlon. ' And once the’archalc-words have been

_explained, pupils often find. it .much ‘more con- -
genlal both ‘to read and think about a- gehuine
document that a secondary text. (p. 40) :

Many Grade Flve students have a. cuTiosnty te

o . fudocuoents and artlfacts, especlally lf they are related to
Iocal hlstory The vnvnd detalls ;n -an old photograph or
the”first hand account of a newspaper artlcle often re-‘;
, “.captures the atmosphere of a particular perrod in the past.;;,f”
33~t‘§2r_. o lfﬁlf Readlng and examlnlng sources about Issues in our
hui }' L "hlstory help deve}op students critlcal thinkang ab1llties;:\_h‘
'l .ijewfoundland hlstory takes on new meaning for Grade FlVe'T‘ |

5.{fﬂ Lﬂ \uf{ i3students as they read the fo]lowlng excerpt from the news—-

‘praper ”The Flshermen S Advocate" (September, ]9&1)

Reports from the Labrador say that the/flshing
season 15 over and'most ofithe fishing fleet h
left or ls preparlng to leave. . The . season
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A
[ .

_..' -, M
. ! |

: AP 'struck an all-tlme low as. far as: Weather condltlons
“so- .. wenty Ice,ﬁcold hard w1nds, and driving ra|n halted
U '\Loperatlons day- after ‘day .. . Mountalnous seas tore . up
.many traps ‘and lcy waters made this trlp ‘a continuous
*round of " hardshlps, wlth ln most ‘cases, poor returns.f

e I‘+)

! - X T P I '
) . . . - . '_-e

_The photographs and the: facslmlles of letters and news—
. . Vo

paper artlcles were Intended to QIVe the students lmportant;

\

exper:ences ln self dlrected |nvest|gatlon and reportlngp_

v
Ve, - BN T . P o
-~ . T .

—e

" . ‘Teacher Préfergnces and-Alternatives -~ .° -

Nhlle no formal survey of teacher preferences was

4'$'conducted .as. a. result of correspondences W|th Grade F

- I //.

hnstory teachers, the developer was satlsf|ed that the pro-”

ﬁposed format of the lnstructlonal unit would be attractlveu
vaost teachers |nterv1ewed saLd that they ked the booklet

]

fas'the'medlum of presentatlon,'and ln vlew of the hlstorlcal‘

ﬁnature of the study,,concluded that the newspaper artlcles,

L

",idocuments,'and old photographsq*ncluded w|th the booklet

o
-/

'gwould be helpful ln glving students experlence in selﬁ/

/,,

f:directed lnvestlgatlon and would brlng them closer to the

;7rf'actua1 hlstorlcal settlng._ﬁ

»
£

'5h:_ SeVeral eachers sald that they would llhe,to geeﬂéﬁ*'

}audlo presentatlon on the toplc.‘ The developer agreed that

'such a preSentatlon on the t0p|c could be of lnterest and

"educatuve.3 Howpver, he declded agannst such medla ln thl5v

R
’

'”:project as the students needed to scrutlnize the documents,?;o'”

N .,) ’-— e .
“on

f%newspaper artlcles, and photographs closely,tand this would y'lh

"“not be convenlent ln an; audlo presentatlon..;f:'
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Practi¢a1 Considerations’
o b . . SR , \ . . )
Costs._ The productlon cgsts of a booklet were Iowar;
than those of other medla, such as . slides, video tape, or'L_“

motlon fflm. The photographs, ]etters, and magazine and .

;/ T -

newspaper artlc]es were copied from archlva] sources at

mlnima1 cost. lf*fif-,* ];-5:. - T ,L:f::;.,"» R

Ease of Reproduction.-The booklet, Includlng all S

&ppendices,,is easl]y copied xerographncally All ;Roto-;ﬁ
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+ DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURES Adb FORMAT I VE EVALUATION " “i'~ T
oo lIni_ti.a;l Production" _' '_ ]‘/ .
.The inltial productlon ofhthe:instructional uni%*
The Labrador Floater Flshery lh the Twentleth }enturyj;‘
..i; .was completed ln the summer of l979 f'h- fr” o RS >Ki' R
- g “hf The instrumentai content for the unit-consisted 'FE *”?' :g._
of (|) a student booklet of factual lnformation and ;; | ffkd
I:.documentary materlals and (il) a teacher s. manual 'j ?; ;j“: _i.:A Fﬁ
| ihe student booklet presented a brief overvLew of ; 'ln.: f* .ili_
the.entlre Labrador floateﬂ'fishery wnth enough in-f /.‘ | |
'-j-' formation presented to give the students a general under- S "h.'i’f'
\ ' standing and appreciatlon of the operationp: A/)
formation was taken.from orioinal documents and secondaryh,
H.f ,hff sources and- was.re written and re constructed to meet“the
| | readlng interests of Grade Five hlstory students. P|ctures,f. ?-
32 maps and diagrams were lnciuded to enhance the students' -
. . o .}
h understanding oi the knowledge presented The booklet "1df".ff d"éli

" contalned nine chapters, each dealing w;th a- dlfferenv BT

,; f aspect of the fishlng operatlon.- Questrons and student

) -, R

i_actlvitles were included at the end of the bookiet._ln-

cluded in ‘the appendices of the bookiet were copies of

#k;;. newspaper articles and doeuments, an entlre 12 page magazine_J

-
TN

T, article,‘and a set of black and whlte photographs. ?.
‘:wi\f,f/ﬂf Lo u“.ﬂf'nam'.‘ f“*l B T

r BN S
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‘ .The’ newspaper artlcles, photocop|ed from the leadlng : :
'hnewspapers of the day are entltled'?Northern Flshlng Fleet”' E@
'ié .-‘-'. .'1 :g.“The.babrador.Flshery” '“Labradormen Le55'by llO“'l"Labrador _ %ﬁf
;' o l‘FiSh”! ”Labrador Flshery Report” ”Government Guarantees lj%
'Price‘of Flsh”, and ”The Departure of Our Labrador Fleet“ / i§
f;- \"h ,j :~ .fh'?"The documents, copled from the archlves of the Marntlmeli: ' :f .
,;hlstory Group of Memorlal Unlverslty, contaln varlous corres- :'
N\ ;'. }-pl:pondences between government and the flsh merchants'regardlng' R 'é%:
‘fsueh matters as settlng up a.flsh cunlng station on the Lab— ?§'_
" - U
: -?f”.:i' T"drador coast and the supply oF salt cod flsh from Newfoundlandr ) .é '
':to the armles and naxles of England B | " .5‘
b ‘ The magazlne artlcle, entltled “The Fleet on”th\ Lab- : fz
| ' i & ',;'mador”,'was written by Normah Duncan for Harper 5° Monthly :
"}tji'.d ',"*_MagaZIne.ln;IBQh, Duncan, who wrote numerous other artlcles ;p
'uroh'Newfoundlahd°and'Labrador, wrltes dramatlcally and poet-d S '2,
- ,ically about flshing on the Labrador. “The artrcleﬂls an . g ;'i,
3 . ‘/- l‘:_eye wutness account of the floater flshery, fulldd}“relevantlwf : ; : &'
’. detall and wrltten when the flshery was at its peak | o ;
o ' A set of slx black and whlte photographs wnth brief g :
e icaptlons wrltten on. them were also lncluded in the unlt..
l 'Qh:‘These photographs were Intended prlmarlly to supplement ';
.;."‘\_‘those i the booklet._‘, | ) R
S A teacher s manual |ncluded/ln the unlt.stated the é
- :behaV|oral objectlves,ioutllned the contents of the unlt, ) aj
.:n'recommended addltlonal readlng materlal ﬁor the teacher, sdg-;f @
:~i,:xi;gested‘teachlng strategies, and contalned a key to;the,gues-t;ﬁ
tf;&¥:ff;tions and actlvltles ln the student booklet._t'pfth(ﬁ |
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: . . , :
{,' '_Eyaluatlon_hyfcontent';peciallst ~..Thfl _ Do 'iz :_\l
'fﬁ7p-5¥"= ,"lil : o The content spemrallst for the unlt was Captaln. Earl /uhi
- Sh : " Y -
WInsor,-a retlred Labrador floater captaln. The function ;
"i’ i'““: ; y. of the content speC|al|5t was to evaluate the contents of
| | the stqdent booklet and to verlfy the. accuracy of ‘the’
';ﬁ7r1i-. MW”“.=”'lnfo:mat|on contalned in the booklet. Upon consultatlon
| :wlth the content speclallst .two p0|nts were ralsed con-': '
cernlng the accuracy‘of the ifformatlon Flrst,>the book-'- |
f Fo T let stated that after the year 1900 'most of the Labradorv_ RS '
: 'I? ”.. ,floaters Wereluslng englnés as well as-. sa|ls for powerr }l§j;,j,hl
i;- jltﬂ .fxffih; The content speCIallst stated that not many of the floaters,f ) 'ﬁ”{
1 ‘ ffjf. | had englnes nnstalled ln them-untll after the year 1930' Eg

Secondlyh_the developer falled to mentlon that lt

2 OTay

o

SRR

',v; o L was often necessary for the floaters to take along f|rewood )

45

lef CoL because flrewood was scarce along much of the Lpbrador coast.‘ '.'ﬁ-'

. ol ) R
R The content Speclallst consldered thls to be. an. |mportant .%'
polnt to make. :f .f..u,ff;:.jl Do .-'j-.,f\‘ j coxo i

The recommendatlons of the content spec:alist were’

a

accepted and the necessary changes were made.: .j,‘f'tz

s

iYL . Evaluation by.Learning Speciallst " -

R

.%‘;Jf AR o A Grade ane hlstory teacher at A P. Low Elementary K
% B -‘: o Sy

N

o

Cy School |n Labrador Clty acted as a learnlng speclallst.

The functlon of the learning speclallst was to determlne




e .
PN AT e it M it

B )
e .

eRpeTT
wiho.

gh uf"""wrl-rm'l;ﬁvﬁﬂﬁ‘“‘}“?ﬁ'mqw -:,ws'«"rzmwwgw' YR AT Y -v'“"l"" IR IR

'l'fdent booklet theﬁiearnlhgrsp;\dallst approved of its‘

‘- —

“*-uments close up,_the deve]oper was of the oplhion that

N Lo B ’ [y

‘.

. _ . o o - L
uf the materlals contained in the unit wgre suitable.-for

ﬂstudents ‘at. a Grade’ F|ve Ievel} JAfter”studyan-thelstu-

t

contents and recommended |t For use w:th Grade Fave stb-

dents.f However, one p01nt was'ralsed concernlng the ]an-

\ ..

guage of some of the newspaper'cllpplngs, documents, and.
the magaznne aftlcle:' The learnlng specla]lst stated I .;;' s

that students mlght haVe trouble understandlng the old-' .'°..

fashioned style of wrltlng. However,(slnce these
matersals were |ntended prlmarlly to allof students the,

opportunity to examnne fac5|mlles of such rrélna]_docj

e P

it was not essantlal that~the Students bewable to_readﬁthe; -

text fluently.,'“"" ) . ) L o

fEVaJUatlonfhy”HedialSQed}alist_;4w A "_,H

Throughout the development of the lnstructionei

- . . i

un|t, as problems arose, the supervlsor and staff of the
DIvls:on OF Learnlng Resources of Memorlal Univers;ty o

"weii consulted regardlng the techntcal quallty and desugn
'__of the prOJeet Theur suggestions and constructuve_

crit|c15m helped the developer make lmportant decislons

5.'regardjng the flnal format:fpr“the‘rnStructionaltunjt, ,

;e
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L 'th; 7 Evg?uatlon by the Learners _ o _
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i : Formative evaluation -was’ complete ‘by uSIng the ’ .
L ipstrugtlonal unlt wlth a: Grade Flve ‘class at A P. Low ;
" . Elementary School infLabrador Clty._, ll Ftudents ranged
; Lo from average to h|gh achleVers ln the sub ebt of hl%tory.- s
S . - '. . c\ . _.1 "'.;{ul‘_‘,
None of. these students was to be used in™ he[summatlvefi -
hf_evaluatlon.g”The purpose of admlnlste'lng_the unlt to '
£ L < T
4% e ﬂ%theSe learners was to FIAd: out what, thelr.,eactions to
. . A L { o ;‘-"f »
Ty e / ‘the. unit would be After the student< had read the book-
;ﬁ‘ 'f”irfffxf'_~'f let the developer held a dlscusslon w'th th;Q.. The dls- '“\V.’l.'

Tl Vf”.:f' 1:"'cusslon centered abound questions reg rdlng the content
- .:7.'. S "‘ta ..: L e ’-:715 " ca .
“supplementary materlals c0ntalned ln t e appendlces of

E.afff_“f--: " .the booklet. ALl students agreed that the booklet was,g
L':"d} : ; -lnterestlng and'easy to-understand;“The

’ wlth few exceptlons, that the supplemen ary materlals

3

'fwere very useful ln helplng them broaden thelr under--'" ~Q”'

PN

ﬂ
R

i

standlng of the Labrador floater flshery\' L : g ‘.f o
' Follow1ng the evaluatlon by the lea ners. no changes

were cons:dered necessary by the develope‘;.,f

N
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‘- - SUMMATIVE EVALUATION =~ .

e The summatlve evaluatlon of the lnstructlonal unlt

The Labradbr Floater Flshery ln the Twentleth\Centurg_was
." \ .

i ‘u'conducted with: three Grade’flve classes at A Low

Elementary School lg Labrador Clty._ The three classes

totalled 75 students.; The unlt was - sub)ected to flve

,o

v

forms df evaluatlon as folloWs'- Xl); overall success in

LR

J;eachlng obJectIVes, (ll) ltem analysls _(Ill) comparlson f.ﬂl s

’f ©wof groups wlth and wlthout lnstructlon,. (lv) student quest-f
51_ lonnaire-,and (v) teacher questlonnalre. S
' 'lgy.,'Fl"Seteexjon,Sf}snbjégts._jt‘f;'j{n_; LT
L e L S S e .
S Three cIaSSes of 25 students each were selected from
l;among‘slu classes of Grade Flve studentsvat’A P Low Elem-Tle
entary School ' TheSe students were rated as normal achlev-ﬁ'fz
o ers by thelr teachersnand were Judged by them to be sunt- .
able for that grade Ievel. Whlle the developer dld not (:f;_‘;_“
' draw any cOncluslons for the rest of the provlnce from thnsf»
hdgit?;t sample of students, these students were consldered to be
. \—representatlwg of" GradeJFIVe students throughout-the provlnce.
. ; e - R :ﬂ_
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‘Instrumentation . .. . -

e Two sets of |nstruments were de5|gned to conduct the

X

summatlve evaluation:/ pretest posttest and attltude survey

Pretest posttest. tp-_fgm"ff4d,' hg ‘ --‘:,,,f'n f;*~““‘"

The pretest posttest cons:sted of 25 multlple ch0|ce

A Ve ‘-

;fquestlons (see Appendlx A) Each questlon consisted of a

';lstatement or questlon wlth a choice of four possnble re--

l

fs&pnsesh only one of whlch was

ﬂcorrect._ The purpose of the

.fpretest was to determlne the amount of knowledge the students
'”falready possessed on the Labrador floater flshery Th? . ;:'f

,":purpose of the,posttest was to determlne how much know]edge
'“;the students galned from exposure to the InstructhnaI unit.-;ﬁ

jTThe Items on the posttest Were ndentlcal to those on, the'

pretest.- ;
The test Items were deslgned to correspond to the
objectives (See pages 33 and 34) Performance on’ the test

"Items was taken as dn Indicatlon of the extent to whlch the*'

0,

Tllobjectlves were met.[ The correspondence of the test Items to

the objectIVes Is shown In Table”I

"'SpfAttltude Survey

v .
/ K . s

‘T}_students and teachersvjsee‘Appendlx B) The purpose of the




"ﬂ'ff:;f: Table-

'Ha't-\‘d‘h.i_ng of Behavloural Objectlves WIth Items on Pre/Post Test‘“'

B
o

N

5 home ports

6 fishmg places in Labrador 3 o
. , -
nawgat:onal alds o
aux: I xary englnes ;.', _ E
3 IO kinds of fishlng gear' ._' e '

how a cod trap works

]2

trap Berths

14 specnes of flsh caught .

~17, IB 19,-,'2‘0_..

R - . L = :
.‘_' ‘ Objectives S  Test '|:tém(s)
(See pages 33 and 34 for dera: ]s) e U
LN
1, 21°

oo

)
11,73

132"j I

) S,

715, I6

'22 23 zl;
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° ' v T g
fhree-groups were Involved |n the classroom.testinp
'an Experimental Group,.Control Group JW and Contro) Grouph'

pl{: The Experimentallxroup was glven a pretest, the:; :",' - ::~
instruct}on, and the posttest,: Contro] Group was. guven' ; ,f%{;_
the pretest,. .lnstructoon, and the posttest,i~Cohtro| . %-:

Group - did not wrltefthe pretest, but was glyen the s i . ’5;

ln;tructlon and the posttest. ”}1313 pQ'-ifj.T Gt 'l[:t‘-,-" | ;%)

. Thls procedure is basedlon a deslgn of rfsearch proefir( ;:

:_posed by Kerllnger (1973) (see Table 2) i‘Kerlfnger goes: . gh

i_a step beyond the general experlmenta] group control group

zfdesign ‘to’ Inelude a second control group.é The purpose of

cof the pretest on’ the results of the posttest

' .o N "

thls group !s to monltor the possnb]e sensitlz:ng effects—s

1

Tab]e 2 ;;;, F D

PartICIpation of Groups CANIN "',:'iii o E

. - . . L - L. f | . N

PRER

'ELGroupti:".fPretest:ﬂ" Instructfon |- Posttest

'Fxperrmenta1i.f:GXf“,if”'ttﬂ R S ‘ip'. X _t_;j. ,‘:,i o

. ! . d
DR R . . . . . .. H-.

Controll o | xo oo | e e T [ e

Hcaﬁtfgihrh?”r_éﬁ_”:f*;”;-i,"*xllif?u.;iﬂ‘f'n Cox e s

fnlfIcantJy hlgher on the posttest than Control Group l,"‘
h}fcan the superlor shownng of the Experimental Group be the l 'jl

*.EﬂreSUIt of the Instruction Only or

\ . . : T b . 4 . '~:"':

In the event that the Experimental Group scores 5|g-jf-f

~ P

a .

y AN Sy e
., ' | ‘

3]Lt partly the result
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o

"of the sens i tlzmg effects of the pretest? If ‘a comparlson
" of the posttest scores of the three groups shows a s:g- .
o nlflcant dlfference between /the ‘hean scores oF the exper-
;Imental Group and Control Group l'and no significant dlff--

'“"erence between the mean scores. of the Experlmental Group

’pretest on the results of. the posttest were: not of 5|g-.

K nlflcant consequence. N s - ;i

'~'and Control ‘Group | only, Controlv Group Il‘ 'uas not g?yen:f‘.‘- o
e the pretes.t. Upon completlon\ of the pr‘etest by the Exper-.". .
B _lmental Group and Control Group ,' the tests were col lected
-'.and the results tabulated by the teachers._' An answer key
iwas provlded by the developer for scorlng of the pretest

'_'and the posttest (see Appendlx C)
~_Group and Control Group ll'. The"t-eachers .ilnvo/l"ve"d 'wlth'

".'week prlor to the |ntroduct10n of the booklet to the classes....
--.The purp05e of thls was ‘to allow the teachers sufflcnent |
‘tlme to become famlllar wlth- ‘the booklet so’ that lf any
questlons should arlse about any part of the booklet, the

‘developer would haVe sufflcu’ent tlme to" clarlfy the problem.

h’ere read to the students before the adminlstratlon of the
'i._'booklet (see ApPendlx D) These lnstructlons were' the only

comments requlred to be. made by the teachers prior to admlﬁn— L

. - - - . . . " . . ey
Sl e i - - — s . © v e ATy Y

e
S

1
and Control Group Il,,then ‘the sensltlzlng efjfects o'F the

s

he pretest was admlnlstered ‘to the Experlmental Gr_dup' )

[

Instructlon was guve -to two groups- : the-'Expe'r-lmen‘t-al_'_"'

v -~ . : Lo .

‘

theSe two groups were provlded wlth the student booklet one

l S

doo ‘ A

v

Both teachers were glven specnflc |nstructlons whlch

» _\5

lstbrlng the booklet.- These slmple lnstructlons ruled out __'-'__' -

V' AL
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,flil~the posslb Ilty that comments made by the teacher ln class. ’

o mlght affect the responses of ‘the students on the measure- g

ment lnstruments;- The developer refrained from act|ve

s partlclpatlon in the admlnistratlon of the booklet durtng

’
v .

,the evaluatlon In, order to determine whether teachers and

students could handle the maternal effectlvely W|thout help

vl

e from the developer.ff;
"m: {”ﬁf The teachers lnvolVed with the Experlmental Group andﬁ"/{,T"

e Control.Groupfll taught the booklet for a: total of six
. perlddsleacht' _— _; K : ST

. : B . . ._ L o -‘ ) . . . . ‘ ', B '_. L . :‘ <L ‘/‘
Afterfthe in formatlon contalned ln'the booklet Was '

presented to the students ln the Experlmental Group and"
. - .',,r - .
Control Group Iy, the posttest was admlnlstere S Upon com-

e N ’

"pletlon, the posttest was collected and the results were.

. : . d /
] . . L P

tabulated

To analyze the results obtalned by the students-on
.i the measurement lnstruments,ithe developer used the follow-
lglngllndlcators of successt: overall success. ln reaching
objectlves'f|tem analysls;iawd.comparlson'offgreups wlthf

lﬁfgj and WlthOUt 1nstructlon. '

- . o

f;OveraJJKSUCCessTlnﬂreaching-ogjectlvesl'

The overall success of meetlng the objectlves as set .

dOWn by the developer was determlned by calculatlng the

'rl percentage of students ln the Experlmental Group wlth

' varlous percentagés;of correct |tems.n The developer h@d

'“'arbltrarlly set 75 percent as an acceptable 5uccess
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. 'ihd]catorfn Table 3 shows that 8h percent of the students

s In the Experlmental Group scored 75 percent or more on’ the'

' . ®

-posttest.‘

: . . L S B
'; OveraFf;SUQCessjin;ReachlngﬁOBjectIves

- e ‘“*7f4“ R AL 1 R
PR SRR n-zuzﬁi,’{i-.[7-7;:'~»iﬁ) 953 oromerel .

L e T 908 armore
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R s T sy or hore ¢
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A detalled analysls was conducted on the lndnvidual -.\g'ﬂ
PR items on the pretest and the posttest of the studles,tni 13_ 12}4

the ExperlmentaI Group.. The purpose of thus ana]ysls was

'ﬁgﬂ”::;f‘-v ’“—f* HEFErﬁlne whether each obJectlve was met, and uf so, to

[ oo o —
. T,

,pi“'--;"fi'5\ what extent the presentation of the materlals ln the psos

~}structtonal unlt contrnbuted to that success., An ana1y5l5j:5n

B ,wasgconducted on each of the 25 test items, based on the}.Q

ﬂ*f,Q.fo; ?number of students who 5cored correctly on the pretest andf"

“

”tflyV'.gl' qulthe posttest and the percent of correct respohses. ThlS .,ﬁﬂﬂ
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, . . . . s i , -

o g?' percent gave an lndlcatlon of the extent to whlch the

. . .

'

obJectives Were reached by the students. 'From these-?n

!

e flgures'a success lndex for each test :tem ‘was’ deter-

whe.

The success |ndex, gxpressed as- a percentage,‘lsp

- LAl

'V:j an.indlcator of the extent to whlch the developer was“

- ‘

%

'7?" successful In reachlhg hls ob;ectlves C The lndex f,g e

intended to answer the questlon., To what extent can/

Jff. the'materlals In thellnstructlenaI unit be . credlted wlth

¢

' .

the success |n learnlng as demonstrated4by the sco;es on

L the pos ttest? The dbveloper arbltrarl 1y decfded that a

1; success Index of 75 Percent was the cr!terion for success._ '

PR ,-'TabJeaA Indlcates that 21 out of 25 test ltemS'showed_a
e success\index of 75 percent or more.~

z{f{,'ﬁﬁg*"v{f~¢f'-'j The formula for the sucoess ndex'isfjﬁ'

: Ly fal]ure (pretest) ﬁéueee5§~(poéttest)
j s fal)ure (pretest) success’ (posttest)  + - failure .~

-

A

- R "f(pnetest); fallure: (posttest) -

B . ol . . . ' .. . .
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. Comparison of GroupsiWith and Without-listruction. =~ -~ = = s
’;.:_Thie'mea$Ure'tohk the form of an eXperiment‘u51ﬂg* g
"-three sepgrateze]aSSesL: aH”EkperImental Group and two';'

'-control-grdups. The Experimenta) Group was. given- a pre-- - -

' test the instructlon,‘and a posttest' ~Contro] Group 1
was glven the pretest, no lnstruction, and the posttest"? K f‘;ﬁfw

,ControlﬁGroup !I dld qgt wrlte the pretest\ but was given
the lnstructlon and. the postte;t. :u' o -'2,71 .' ;3.:,_”:;3;'h | -

: The same pretest Was given to the Experimehtal '

| 6roupland Control Group The-results-werencabculated
?>a$ shoWn In Table 5 f A calcu]atlon ot/the means of the' p‘, _f;' Hﬂﬁ

écores |ndlcated that the dlfference between the means of

el

" the two groups was lnslgnlflcant. -It can therefore be con-

el

Lig
e,
SERES

cluded that: the two groups dld not dlffer in the: dlmen5|on

that ls slgnificant to the study ‘and: that the two groups _Tf_,_h fL

g

were on the same achievement level. - - ,,f_ .%

e T E AR ] o

B 1 ’ A . ,'!
IR ff:' . Table 5 b
" S i 8
‘-/ K

Comparlson of Pretest Scores for Experlmental

N Group and Control Group™ I

»
o
o

5 ol
Vi

~
~
R

B

oo

Group s o n T s se e

5

"f' Aéiﬁgriméafai-stbhﬁlf C 25, J6.6 | 2is18 |
N — 1 =0. 3%
o Control Group - I , ~25 ¢ 2622 |.o:1.508. | - .

’ : ;fN'ﬁ Number of students In group -
’ Y ..M =,Mean .of pretest scofes . '
” .. SD= Standard deviatnon o
-.,Z't}é A test of the s gnlflcance . ;s
s
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A comparlson was, also made between the pretest scores .

"',and the posttest scores For the{ Experlmental Group and

R
Table 6 ;iﬂ-,,- ?ffz”; e

'COmparlson of Gaun Scores For Experlmental

Group and Control Group 1 3 ‘
Group~ - [N ftmd ) s [ b
| Experimental ‘Group.. 125 ) 14,56 | 2.58- S :
-— 1 19..30%0 |
Control Group 1", _251-” , -;lg ] 2.50s. -

. the superlor showmg of t‘he Experlmental Group the resu"lt

; ,Con't rol. Gr

hld‘,= Mean of difference between pretest
" "and posttest scores..
(See Table ll for explanation of other entrles)

Next the developer asked hlmself the questlon. .Is"-.

Caw

3

,‘..of the lnstructlon only or ls |t partly the result of the S

]

s .

L sensltlznng effect of the pretest? To answer thls questlon.i"'“

the developer compared the posttest results of the three E

LR

'gro‘ups._' The mean posttest scores of the Experlmental Group,

Control Group I and Cohtrol Group'll were calculated _AI' . 3

N v .‘.

.. . . “a T
I 7 .

B "t" test__wzz-run on the means of the Experlmental Group and

Ip | and the means of Cont rol Group I' ‘.'""-d,' Co'ntrol,_-',"

Control Group ' A. " test was run on the mean of the . dlf’-
‘ ferences of these.scores,"w-lth‘ the results shown in Table6 ’
vThe results lndlcate a 5|gnlflcant dlfference between the
two means. The developer concluded from that st-atlstl—c that,
the Experrmental Group learned ‘more’ than Control Group I | ) '
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The results of these tests are shown in‘Table 7 The-/’ :

table shows no slgnlflcant difference between the mean post—

g'test scores of the Experlmental Group and Control Group_-ll:..'.
—

-ThereFore the sensntlzing effect of the pretest ‘on ‘the
"_results of f:he posttest was not of great consequence._- : P b

o Lo~ R . [N . : G

‘”C;, _“?_u_;?. Tab]g.7 &:.?',Z::'\“: ;L',":_:n., o t:?:.

- Comparlson of Posttest Means af Experlmental
co Group and Two Control Groups :

to - oL N LI - T . . . N

| Experimental Group |25 S| 0 | zrave | viess |

f—— — — 48 e 27.73 4%
Control" Group I - '|. 25 - .. ) 76i88 | 1.896 e

‘Control Grouwp " t1 -} 25 . - |.19.36| 2.107."

~ -

’szhgl

e df = degrees of frequency AT . ' BRI
(See Tabl,e 1& for explanation of " other entr|es) AT R
‘At‘titud'e- Su rvey , .' | '_'. .
After the classroom testlng was completed att"iljtnde' .
cluestlonna:res Qé}e' admlnlstered to all students.and teachers - _}fﬂ
who were exposed to he Instructlonal unit (see AppendIX/ B) S
The results o*F these two questlonnalres were tabulated N
Table 8 shows the students .response5° Table 9 shows the“ / .
'teachers' responses.'-_ (ln both cases students and teachers o ;
thoegnt favourably about the lnstructlonal unlit),. - .
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e Table 8

. Results of Student Attltude Questionnaire

~... Questions . . . . <« _‘Responses

123

S

" Was the unlt too long? 257 20 .5

";jZJas the unlt well organized? o s 3' 7
N o 31., Did you understand the materlals t«auglh‘,t R
B o _.durlng the unlt of work? o s 5 8. 371
h Were'the'materlals ‘in the unut approprlate S
g -f"]to what was, belng taught? ' :- S IR 510 .35
N ‘5_.' Did you flnd the Booklet easy to read? . '-.2-. 5 b3
' -‘,6-7 .Dld you enJoy looklng at the old photographs?,_' 5 -"'45‘
oo 73"Dfd you flnd the Maps and dnagrams easy to e
L "fol]ow? W T o7 ke
- ‘~8..'.'Did you enjoy examinl___g the newspaper _ :
o cllpplngs and documents? . _ - 56 39-
' .“9}.D|d you enJoy the magazune artlcle,_”The ERRUE T
A o "'-'Fleet on. the Labrador"? ER S T8 100 k2

. ,..'10.' As a. result of studylng thts unit has-y\'-ou_r

' knowledge of the Labrador floater fishery I
' '_'improved? . e - .3 10 37.
':’.E”? WOuld You 11ke ‘to. Iea rn nore about the c Tl -
'~"':Labrador ‘Floater F|shery? o T8 10 35

§-

R - N - P o =

Key to responses - very unfavourable; 2.'t,1nf_a.\)ou‘rabl'e'“
L . 3 favourable 4 very favourable -

e s -
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Co Tdble g - Te o T
o - Results of Teacher Attitude Questlonn' ire
‘ ’ o ' .
: A
. N . Questions , e .
. . ~ - v R e

, 1. Was ‘the unl_t interes.t_ing for your:. - . s - L =
R students’l _ T T R 2.~
',2'~ Is the reading material suitable - 0 L L L (

for your students? T AR RN P
‘ _':.-3'.. How much do you feel your student5' - ‘ '.;‘l . :
e Iearned from the un|t? o a ‘,‘/’. Lo W20

‘Ih Are th@ behaviorai objectives for REY " S
the uni t appropriate? e R P DR

T,

- 5 How much d|d you enJoy teachlng S ; Co K
' the unlt? ‘ L

o . L. o~

A

e6 Do you beiieve, ‘the reading materlais R i R

P
©
'_"4_ P
AR
i

—

) are. cieariy 'written and unders.tandabie?_. . - -
‘ . 7 is the subJect matter weil-organlzedZ' - ) I 2]:,
"";; - 8 Did the auni € adequateiy cover theltopicl T Tt .,:
o of the Labrador floater fishery? e e 2.0
_' :9_'. Do y0u ‘think - thls mstructionai uniit 15 o

an effective: teaching ald for Grade Flve R ‘( “«
: students? . S A '. .o o ',l"" ]

’ ' e
[

L 10.. wouid you*“recomrqend thls unit to’ other‘ s Yy

S teachers? L e R T AP PR ST
R ! ° s ' ey < l Sl

p.

- Key to re'éponses ‘,,"i""ver)'l -dhf"a\ﬁou,'i:able -2.'hr‘\favo'u'rabie, ;'-.'::" .
S SL I : 3 favourable o .; lt very favofur\abie : '

. ‘ . K]
. . "
. . N ! .
’ .
A
.0 \ o - - ' “
s - - 1 oo Nl
f ' v R . e D .
2N e s o ) . , L - Ll
- 1 1 = N . . . H
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| The develbper con‘cldded from the lresults of the ’

f’."."s.umm'ative evaluatlon that .the Instructlonél unitl was' o - |
':s’uccessful rStatlstir;a] .ana]'.ysls of the pretest pasttest :
-"sco;:ehs'shOWed that the ncrease in student knowl:e..dgef' - -
')‘{'Statls Ically s,| infuca t. An analysis of theq lnd.ividual g

“& col B

anb . ) . \
\ “Conelusfon * . T~ o]
iy ' - - .

d that most of the behav:oral objectlves

'ln-'addit_j‘o_n,' 'bp,th',. T
. T a

1h§trbgtfp Lo
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< 'SUMMARY, RECOMMENDATIONS, |MPLEMENTAT]ON .

* . o oL .' :l- ’ / '
Summary , T ‘
. < . AN

S The unlt The Labrador Floater Fishery ln the Twentleth

T
Century was‘developed ln response to current educatlonal

thought and research the need for local content ln the

't)fff {fflifp'_school currlculum and the phllosophy of the deVeloper. ;flyﬂljﬂ
e S ! > / . - v ":

I e , An extensive survey by the developer showed that sult-s :
~ N able materlals do not exlst In an lnstructlonal format to
f meet the needs of Grade FIVe students and teachers ln thelr

'=study of the Labrador floater flshery .fi.'.' o

Havlng establlshed . need for lnstructlonal materlals

-
. N . .

- . T PR
e op the Labrador floater flshery,,the developer set about

A IR s S
VIR produclng an lnstructlonal unlt,from primary and secondary .
.}.4 . '{ , 4 - ', ,‘. T . i T, .

o : :5z:~_‘g-'sources that would be sultable for use: wlth a Grade Flve

3 R ils clal studies class. ,-'j;'f; j;*' ~f";','““3n .

'ff\. A learner analysls was: conducted and the behavroral~jqjj‘

b

‘zi%ﬂ;ff[JUT'. objectlves for the unlt were\selected On the basls of

-df:;,Yﬁ “-:ig;. JserVed nceds.. The type of medla for the lnstructlonal E 3

. _.-. 1

unlt Was sel ted and a ratlonale for that cholce of medla e

v v

' was Presqt)fted . ,||. . a \I 4v‘.' V,I - ) '., ‘ ’ ,‘~ -I ..“' ’ ':' ) 'J .‘ N
' SR Formatlve evaluatlon played a major role ln the de-’”v

evaluated




ENF T TR IR

assessed the unlt for lts teachablllty and learnabiljtyi ‘

- 4

. The recommendations and,suggestuons from the formative
,evaluation Ied to final revisions and summatlvé’evaluatlon.pj“

The un|t was field tested in October and November of

.

1973 Three teachens Eaught the unlt to three separate“

classes for a total of slx class periqu each.' A total
;g,of 75 students were exposed to the unlt.- The results of
. , ’,

this evaluatlon,‘under statlsticalvanaly5|s, proved to be
. . -v.:'.'_.l o

"

./

3,very faVOurable.=[’ ,'j”:f_'_i-'“J”,i”ﬁ-ﬂ” T

PR -

Teachers and. students readted overwhelmungly |n favour

:of such'unlts of study on Newfoundland history which they
'Tcould anect lnto their present tethook oriented currlc?
'.Ul-.t!m-.’r,

.
. - PN
Ki

The resultlng recommendations deal spec|fically W|th

'i-the instructional unit Fhe Labrador Floater Fishery Tn the'

'fTwentleth Centurv*.\These recommendatlons are. f}f “7'_ﬂ;°

'w ‘ -~

w'b ihls uwlt,was fleld tested in only one school

7

.Newfoundland lt'ls recommended that lt be placed into a:fL i

e,

.

large number of schools for a more extensive evaluatlon.;l”

\ p

:Tlnstructional qnits be developed forwother areas of the ,7




.;.| \’ R
"7 ...\..W?.'Z.ll‘r-vv\-e TRARYEITT ; s 11 rru.l\.- - T p'....u-m_: -v’nrn. (st t-'-"-.-zml 1. I)‘(?wr";‘."rj
R . e -
N R v ¢ . 1 ::..
[ ) ' " >" 3 : 60 ! o
. 4 IS AN ' / M
- ) - : Ao . Yo B R .
R o0 I q-{g.gff;.. Lo e e L
B ~'_\;f:‘ﬂNewfoundland fishery "1';=*../ : -.*N-i".f-k,.
‘ ' enj. This study was. llmlted to the developmeﬁt of In
y T S a strqctlonal materials on one area of the habrador flshery
.J{‘h .;fthe floater flshery.; It |s recommended ‘that - instructlonal
) 'funuts be developed for other areas of the Labrador flshery," o
Yy . ) S
z"for example, the ”statloner“ ftshery.i .
4 Thls unlt was developed to meet the needs of Grade :a ‘
: | 3F|ve}hlstory students only. No attempt ‘was’ made to accom—
PR .:f]modate students outslde thls grade and SUbJeCt area.u How
T -'m;;,;ever, lt |s the hope of the developer that more prOJects
".llke thls be: pursﬁed by others to meet the needs of studentsf
: . R i ' 4 R . DR - ' ] L4
o ;.';{-'d_above and below thls grade level };'J;'“ hy ' .
o , : , " © Implementation - .. =~ . b
e R ‘ f - e . ( T ) . S _ N ’%ﬁ
. oy R
: L Thls Instructlonal unlt wagflnlttally evaluated at ”-TI'-.I “i

e

R

.‘-"‘"}-’:‘;:1‘

3
')
.

-

\

- A. Pﬂ Low Elementary Schoo\\ln LabradorHCIty.T Although the

hﬁﬂ:i.ﬁ'gﬁl"unlt was deslgnad for ‘use: Ith students at. ‘the Grade Flvel'x
: l%'f“ 1evel teachers at, °thér grade levels haVe used :he unTt Lfiln
.; o :2{21 L:Ll effectIVely.’rncludlng a’ teacher of Grade Ten s:clal | o
SUREETL P stu'dles at’ Menlhek Integrated ngh SchoolJln Labnador Clty |

teachers at A P Low Elementary 5|nce the developer

ln the area.

employed as a teacher Is the wlsh of the

| t
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) 'd stributlon through the Clearinghouse of Memorta Un

N . o N 4 I

./ . L

glven to commercnal

'vbeity;_a system developed by the unlverSIty to provude
:u_nnformatlon about |nstructional packages -and’. the packages
L ° Ve .
! themselvég to teachers thréughout Newfoundland and Lab-'“

di54

y
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38;.The main. navlgattonal ‘aid used by the Labrador schooner was .the

NI AT csa gt = e - o bssaamens A - e
N N N

P

" Pretest-Posttest -
. . Tl

~ Please circle the correct answer :

,l-‘Labrador schooners were called ; K

(a) bankers- (b) cllppers (c) floaters (d)'knockabouts

"2, Durnng_peak years, how many schooners went: to Labrador?

'(a) 200, (b) 500 (c) 1000 (d) more than 1000

“ 3. In early May the schooners were made ready for the summer voyage'

.to Labrador.
. +(a) golng |n collar
-'order :

"This operation was called:

(b) rugglng (c) outflttlng (d)'gettlng in

. 'h} The main. flsh caught by Newfoundland schooners on the Labrador :
"¢ - coast was/. . ‘ S

'(a) salmon (b) cod (c) herrlng (d) mackerel

‘ 5; Whlch of the followung communltles was NOT |nvolved with the_' :"J‘F

_ Labrador floater fishery?

(a) Bay Roberts (b) Catallna‘ (c) TW|ll|ngate (d) Grand Falls

h ‘6,'Wh|ch was the most northefly pOInt reached b? f:shlng schooners

“in- Labrador?--

(a)’ Cape Harrlson (b) Packs Harbour (c) Cape Chldley (d) Hebron(/

—~
P

,'_7.'The trlp to Labrador was often qU|te dangerous/because oo T
-{a)’ schooner captains. sailed thelr vessels at nlght and during -
- bad weather : B
(b)_there were few foghorns or llghthouses to mark the rocks and\
. - ‘shoals - = . R “
{c): many Jlarge ocean llners also used those watefs > T
(d) the schooner captauns were not experlenced sallors .',-’1

:.(a) gyrocompass (b) sextant (e). chronometer (d) magnetlc compass‘

':39;'In later years_many Labrador schooners were equnpped WIth gasollne

¥

or-diesel englnes “to. T e
! (a)- speed them to"the- flshlng grounds ,' - ‘
H (b) . help- them ‘move . more . easlly through narrow passages and.
- .- harbours along’ the. coast™ . .
'“(c) help hoist fish from the - sklfF lnto the schooner '

s

’ ;i,(d) operate the freezlng equupment on board p’-'

S tas
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Pl if_ 10. The most - Important plece of Flshlng gear used by the Labrador B = ;L
S ) . " schooner was ‘the - . - . . F.o .
- (a) trawl (b) Jlgger (c) hand 1 Tne -(c) cod-trap ‘j.'l' S i
l;' : ,é//:. ., 11. A piece of flshnng gear shaped From lead to look like a- flsh, and
LR e .with large curved hooks attached to it is called a(an)
e ' (a) ‘trawl (b) jlgger Ae) seine (d) handllne
'; Zg":f ' _\,%IZ. The part of a cod trap - that guldesrthe Flsh through an’ openung in.
B ~ -+ the wall of the trap is called the .
R T - - (a). leader (b) moorlng (c) shore fast (d) slnker 3 i
.';‘“f B L wljl"A boat about lO meters long that was used to transport fISh from @l
B - “the ‘cod 'trap to the schooner was called a(an) : .
F - (a) pbnt (b) dory (c) bully boat (d) sklff ' i@
::.:E e thfThe place where a cod trap was put lnto the water was | called a <
A -é. ‘ .(a) ground (b) holdlng (c) berth (d) area .3'!, N o ¥
H:'E E ;:ﬂl“;}ffk;_j-“ﬂs; When fish ‘were’ brought 16" the schooner for cleanlng, they were :' ’ b
P A .r-l“.)-', " piled on the deck beside a table called the: . - ' o 1
SREEN AR S ‘((a) cutting table (b) spllttlng table (c) fulletlng table - N
T (d) curlng table C , o B ) _
oF e : T 5 - . S
" )m ' J’éff-; S gl6.“The backbone of a codflsh is- referred to. by flshermen as the L
L3 a - fa); malnbone (b) tall., bone (€) sound’ borie (d) Jlg bone SRR
» = l7a_The fish were preserved by puttlng them lnto the hold of - the o
. - schooher and - T I |
: - (a) ‘freezing them (b) saltlng them (c) canning them T ' T
(d) smokjng them . o ‘ ST R ]
. %18, Fish that were . sold wnthout flrst b lng drled were called = - Y
CRE (a) salt bulk (b) prume cure (c) cho;ce cure (d) cullage R %
: ‘ E
19. Hooden racks covered wlth boughs and usedéfor drylng flsh were . _
v d called S oy
' L i(a) flakes (b) longers (c) stages (d) dryers -0 o ' '

‘ZO;Ilabrador flshfwere graded accordlng to quallty Flsh that’ were B L

: damaged,/too small, or lmproperly dried were glven ‘the name-: . .fh“ E
’-(a) spo:lage (b) seconds _(c) leftoyers _(d) cullagjﬁf ..{ s e
R :“Zl,mThe place on the schooner where the crew: ate and. slept was B .
o "\" e ‘-_'.Called ‘the ",
T e '»‘(a) afterdeck' (b)‘cabln (c) forecastle (d) quarterdeck

Ea 22:.The “érew members of the schooner were, generally referred to as"

S :#.(a) helpers (b) sharemen (c) share holders (d) second hands'

e - " : ? . ’ -

S ! :



toed

A Ten l"' : ot - . s v

23 Methods of’ sharlng the proflts from the sale of flsh varled
from - place to place, but the ‘owner of the schooner usually
clalmed ot -of the total catéh .o
(a) one quarter. (b)@one thlrd (c) two thlrds (d) one half

dzh A qu|ntal 1s equal “to approxlmately - kllograms N .
(a) 50 (b) 60 (c)°100 (d) 1000 - . ’;i -

25 which of the followlng is NOT. a reaSOn why the Labrador schooner
_ flshery was finally abandoned in.the nild 1960'5? ,
(a) Labraipr fish-became more and more . difficult to sell

-~'," . -foreign markets. ;f Y

(b) Youndg men became Iess and less lnterested In the Labrador
fishefy s .

(c) Too. many schooners were going to Labrador and there were nbt

.~ .enough flsh for everyone ‘ ) : = g

(d) Fishermen found jobs elsewhere

.

g
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‘o were the materlals ln the"Unlt app‘roprlate o what'was'belng.\taught?
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learned from the unat?

Are the objectlves for theﬂunlt approprlate?

fbelieve the reading materlalslare clearly wrltten and

]

e N

1Did the unlt“adequately;coVer”theltopic of_ .Labrador f)oaterlf
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;EipenlméhtAl Group

O]
ool

”You“aré about to begln a study of the Labrador

'ifloater flshéry _Your study w{ll be rewardlng and"ﬁ

f{eﬁcltlng., Nhat-you are.about to learn few other g

RN VA
- <l -

\";sJudents your age have eVer learned_.wﬁ“

o

~‘"'you a test to determlne how much nou already know

e

'EaBout the Labrador floater flshery After that you

'_,wlll each be glven a booklet—aboub the tabrador

K -

floater fishery'whlch we wlll all study over the

._..

-
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“ Introduction’ - Background for ‘the Teacher - -

!

The unit of study. The Labrador Floater '13 A'i;{ Since the latter part of the Napoleonic Hars

,,,,,

fishery as 1t Has carried dut by Neufoundland .both directly-and indirectly, and account

fishermen in the firet ha.lf of the present -~ . .for more tha.n a quarter of the colomr 5 entire
xn

century The unit-has been designed so that ?;'g'isproduction of salt codfish. (Black 1960)
the teacher is not required to tell the student ; *f.Nearly every summer. beginning about the first

T : -

everything.‘ The va.riety of informa.tion in the ,week in June

unit invites the student totinvestigate, predict

. hundreds of schooners and thousands of .
.. ' ‘men sailed “down north” for-the shelter-.
- oed ha.rbours and coves of the Labrador

4a{f'uf. s ... coast ‘to trap the "fish" as cod was- called
"fggfl The unit has been developed specifically ™ Neufoundlznd fishermen.' (Black, 1960,

» ‘to ‘be used. Hith a Grade Five history cla.ss. "_' ) L P' 267)"__-,-
& S

c It should “be possible to teaoh the unit in five S "f.-By the nid 1950' the migra.tion o La'b-

ou.tcomes. interpret, a.nd eva.lua.te for himse]i‘. o :

}} "bi" six lessons; however. this might va’.ry. L '__:, 'rador hsd dropped to a. fraction of Hha.t it

depending upon the needs of the particular "_f' . :had been only twenty yeare previously. It

class and teacher. cL 7:_;1-'.': h ~:f o "l';:was revived again for a brief period 1n the -
_ e ”'af;.'-.f . __f'.‘i:,. _i,: ,*-é o 'e“f- e

-5

" Fishery 1n the Twentieth Century. has been i tff“;};fthe Labrador floater fishery played a. major role .ﬁ

designed tO help students acquire 3 knowledge :lfilﬂin the Newfoundland economy. involved large '_' _

| a.nd \mdersta.nding of the Le.bu:ador floater '--_ - L ".ca.pital investments and la.rge scale employment R

Y

.
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c '-'.1960"3.A Toaay the fishery is gone- -

The floa.tar fishery on: the Lam-ador l.
B coa,st Was_ ca:rried out mainly by £ 1shermen ‘

-+ fxon mty Bay, Bona.vista Ba.v. a-nd N°*'1‘e'.§}j. -

'fDa.me Bay. The La.brador fishemen were di-‘." L

fishermen (sometimes referred to a.s "green‘-.-'-"“'.
_",-_-fish ca,tchers") and the Bta,tioners (sometlmes
.‘::-refened 1-,0 as . Bq_ua.tters" dr "roomer&")
" -The floa.ter fishermen 11ved on, board their
el schooners and_moved a.round. o the vanous ;
- fishing grounds. fishing wherever cod could

g be found. This 1s the ma.in rea.son the schoon-

: ers were ca.lled "floaters The stationers.
N on the other ha.nd, established themselves on

"-,-’shore. 4n some ha.rbour. creek. or bight, a.nd.

B ,'callsht a.nd cured their :E‘ish in. one area. The )

e sta.tioners came mainly from Ste J ohn's a.nd

then with their fa.milies, usually left their - |
.- . .home ports 1n June and retm:ned in Septem'berlv_
‘-"]or October.‘ Travel to’and from the coast

of I.a,braﬂor was :by floater or. by coa.sta.l

.'fvided into two ‘b:coad cla.sses-' the floa.ter N The floaters themaelves ‘were - hea.vy ba.lla.st, -

K

- deep-draught, aad.ling schooners, usually ‘built
o of spruce.. The most comuon. type weighed
4 between 30 a.nd. 70 tons (a. ton 18 eq_ual to
. approximately 900 ld.lograms) Prior to 1930
‘the schooners relied. almost enti.rely on sails.
 : ‘v--Houever. after tha.t time. some of them were.
equipped with small ga.soline or diesel engines. 'A
'_ _These engines were used ma.inly to help them .
‘move a.bout through na.rrow pa.ssa.ges a.nd. ha:rbours -
’ along the coa.st and to help them move a.long in

.-ca.lm weather. The schooners used simple navi- '

- ga-tipnal_aidsl such as the ma.gneti_c 'compa._ss. a.nd B o

conception Ba.y. These fishermen, most of .  Sails and anchors were hoisted bty hand, .
) ; 2 ) . \.
’ ' { E ’ . B " L. R : )
“ ‘&“Ju:ﬁ',m = e y S . RSt :'-‘:‘—5-43 i 2

..'tg-’
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§ -' coold.ng. .
"The most "'portant piece uf equipmant
| al;oa:d the fl'_,' _er ‘was’ the cod tra.p. 3} T(Prior“
to the introdu tioz'x af the cod trap in 18?0

;'T-trawls. cod se ns, and hook and line uere used

- l.;fE?‘for catching _
T f .
'» 1n aome m:bour or: we on the La.'bra.dor coast,

cod traps were put 1nto the wa.ter uhere the

fiah were thought 'ﬁp be running If the fish-
ing proved to be po T the schooners moved on -‘
to the next cove. It such times they gradua.lly'

moved northwa.rd. qc,"'”'ionally rea.ching the

northernmost‘ point _ln La.hrador - Ga.pe Chidley..
During summers when cod uere plentiful,
e full voyage" might o realized in. three qr‘,

fom:" wgoks. The schooner& then retu:rned to

f'"salt bulk";‘or dried and then sold.‘

Bh) After the schooners arrived wo tered cove or harbour.

. »of curing a.nd handling fish,

. .\: ER f_:._'3." '

&
~ .
CoE L

S theii‘:'l-:oﬁé' -porté where -’Qhe. fish 'ﬂeré eit;hér

f ,'sold. in a wet-salted sta.te, re:ferred to as

Itwas

"not unusual i‘or schooners to return for a

' §=fu1, and if time permitted.

After the final trip, schooners uere

 '5usually anchored for the winter in- some shel-

Sometimes ' houever,

;,sbipping of lumber.,'

No discussion of La.brador floa.ter .

K

'fis ‘on the fact that the 1ndustry was unstable iv-

"domesfcically a.na. 'tha.t_ 1t could not survive in

the qque;:g;f (:p;;lpéti'ti've world.

1
!
|
! .

: second voyage 1i‘ the firat voya.ge wa.s success-

.

'j‘they engaged in coasting". especially the -

fishery would be complete without ‘making ref- '

s ez:ence to its economic frameuork Z its crew o
.,organiza.tion, financia.l procedures, a.n:l methods

The empha.ais here

23y
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An 1mpoz:tant a.spect of the floa.ter fishery ' Here high this Was considered 'to be a good. sum- .

A0

AR TN KPR vt )
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%
&

: was’ the "share system". After deductions of L mer‘s ua.ges. _ However, the return in dolla:rs was .

:cost, the prafits Here sha.red. a.mong the crew . .. sometimes qu:l.te sma.ll. Duncan (1904) sayss

" e“‘

.
ol
Ay
J

--'on the basis of the total catch. The fisher- Lo A good season‘s ca.tch is one hnndred
o : ‘g_uintals ofdryfisha.ma.n ceee If his res
’ 'ma.:n s gcoas‘*na.ges were, ‘therefore, -be.sed on. - . .. turn is $250 .bhe-is in the ha.ppiest of: fortune—
Ll e richly .rewarded beyond His dreams, for his
: -._the actual number of fish caught. The import- -+ » -~ -summer’'s'work. One half of thai is suffi-
L . - . . clent to give any modest ‘man a a warn glow of
- -'-."_'_.a.nce of 't.he sba.re system 13 empbasized by the S S content and pride. Often ... the catch is
‘ " .~ ; .. so poor that-he must ma.ke the best of $25

s _'”:fact tha.t the crew members Here call‘o‘ad share- L. cor $30.. ;(p 865)
L men o There Here va.ria.tions 1n the methods of _-'_ '._-7: -7_:'. f ,The floa.ter fishery 1nvolved conaidera.'ble

»

SO SRS

'
AT MYy

!

sha.ring the ce.tch. However, -one .of . the most ) dca.pital investmen‘ts. Th schooners alone Were FEET '3
L common methods wa.s as followss If 3 schooner S estimated to absorb > abou 70 per cent o:f the | _ 7;
uith a crew of ten men;’ including the capta.in, j&:: ."' f',-:total imrestmen‘t. Fishing gea.r ac.counted for :-'J! L : 3
brought home eight hund,red quintals of fish T dne balance. For the la.ert 50 years or 8o of \\ _ } ._
(a. quintal was’ eq_ua.l to approximately 50 8 : :."‘\-. L \:the fishery, schooners were constructed :Ln New-" v ‘.i ‘ :
_"':._"ktlograms), the captain of the schooner received o~ 'foundla.nd at a cost of betwesn $9000 and $15,000.\ X
ha.]f of 'hhe ca.tch, or 1+00 quinta.ls.:nnd é R | Fishing gear generally cost between $2700 and L Co B
xema.ining 400 quintals were divided into ten, _ B $L;500 Added to this were the extremely high \ " #
g equa.l sh.a.res . 40 q_uinta.ls each. 1nclud.ing - '.producuon costs - curing, freighting. and wate- & ?
another sha:re for the ca.ptain. Hhen_ p:ices-. « ;‘. housing cha.rges. (Black 1960) | LT . {
BRI - v ' <%
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c o,

L Gompetition uith foreign countrie.s for con- T After Horld Har I. Europea.n competition be- -

/
.
[}
1]
S B ety N ’
h N

=

.

v

: ':. trol of the sa.lt fish ma.rkets was a ma.jor factor o ca.me very ser:l.ous; -the marketing of I.a'bcr:a.dor

TP IR
romALZ ]

“1n‘the decline of thie Labrador floater fiehery.\~i g1k vas extremely slow. . The floater Fshery” o

RG]

vt i

. Compaxed to the superior qua.lity of Icelandic S was becoming a. highly specula:tive bus:lness. s

n" »4.._ Ce

,-,;'-- : - a,nd. Nornegia.n fish. Labrador fish was considered - After Horld 'vlar 11, Neufoundla.nd fiahemen
- "f'/'.' e : % .

. P lou quality. - There wa.a little control of fish . found. more continuous employment and higher
: ; shipments a.nd rthe fiah uere frequently Stuﬁ o ~ income :1.n loca.l Neufo?pdland 1miuatr1es._ COn;. ' 4
i‘or long poriods of time. Newfoundland mer- IR sequently more and. more schoonere dropped out S L : ’

SNSRI I -' °ha’“"3 were €13° i“ *-he‘ habit of rusldns very '. ,, “of the fishez'y In 195;+~fon1y five achooners c - 1 | |

‘ 7\¥ZQF°€j7.{jf3. 1arge catches of fieh off to markot With'the - . went to labrador, By 1967 the floater fish-" - . §-
‘ l_ ._ ' result -l:bat there was freq_uently a.n oversupply \ ery vas completely a‘ba.nd.qned. - 4., ' ! _ . »l’l

‘::'_-'_7 | " and returns were small.- Iabrador fishermen . ’ o . o _' —'-;: ': . B S -_'
T "":""} Prancuted the fisher.Y a2y ‘..‘:*.‘"‘*-55.‘" 83?@?.-"‘_‘?' .  Tnstrumental Content co

:‘--their a.ncestors dj,d hundreds iea.rs before. ' R T

-

’ ‘."-‘The time-hononred. pra.ctices, superficia.lly dound, S Tho 1nstrumenta.l'éont'ent i-‘or' the instruéf— R T
PN LS . e T S . . (-

T :‘prevented the introduction of: more" efficient me‘th— 1ona1 uritt The LabracLor Floa.ter Fishery in the

- .o s - °

R - ods of operation. The far superior methods used Twentfeth Century consists of an 1111§etra.ted. i

ST . - \ \\_- .
= 'by Em:opea.n countries allowed these countr:\.es o 'booklet descz-j_bj_ng the f:['shery with printed :

LS

vy -

P -.to eventually capture the salt. ﬁah ma:rkete. word and reproductions of orig:lnal documents. :

[ . ‘ - .
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documents, nempape:: clippings, a.nd many of

_ the Photographs are included as nppandicas. ~"‘

o . hica,lly repz’ﬁduced mag&zinam:ticle on the
) %:.:._'::,I,a.ln'ador floater :E‘isbea.'y writton .tn 19ou-

The ‘booklet presents a. hrief overview of .

. _--."*-,'13 enough 1nformation presented to. give the

5. B
The booklet 15 divlded
_,'_j':mto B.ne chapters..._\ea.ch dea.ling with a: diff-

B .»ion d the o_Bera.tion.,

: erent aspect of the fishery The Cha.pterﬂ arez._

' :;nomy. _ (2) The Early Yea.rsz
."i,sents,_a brief history af the La'h:mdor _loater

- _--1ts abandonment 1n the 1960'5.

: _Also 1nc1uded aa a.n appendix 13 ‘B xerogra.p-"_.:" .

j Thie ehaptea: explalns what prepa.ra.tions were :

s the entire La.brador floa.ter fishery, yet there-- ) :-':" ca.n!ied ‘out. in ma.king the fishing fleet ready

.students 8 general uxﬂerstanding and a.pprecia.t- _

(1) Introductiom Thj,B chaptor 1ntrodhces the _- 3
. "I-‘-l:opic a.nd distlngnishea betwoen :E'loa.ter ﬂ.aben-v;_."' ".‘.-.ctm.pter describes the I.aba:adorr: schooner and '
A ners, - mporta .::::.‘liBtB the va.rious kinds of equipment and - B
.L: fiahinz gea.r-on boaxd “‘
This ¢hapter pre- :

I :-Trap Berthsx

R '__II.‘ 3 ‘ ‘--; - . ",h" l ’ :::TL- .' '-\ .\: .:," - .._ N it
L Y EE - e, F . )
‘fs*" e - - ’ ’ : 4 N ‘-.- K . \t.?\ - ’A-
X "-' . :ﬁ.\_.: ._ . o ER— .: ) . - . \"'_ ES .. ) _' ) "._, -
newspa,per clippings, a.nd photogra.phs.‘ The fiahery from its beginning 1n the 1760's to ! .

'_students to some communities involved 1n the '

. v ¢ o e
- Ia'bra.dor floa.te:: fiebery. : It also presents . g
.8 bnef overview of the opera.tion of. the°fish- :

o /
:e:l:y (3) Getting Rea.d.y for the La,bra.dort :

w L

EN

"for the sumer voyage to the coa.st of Labra- C L

'.‘dqi'z' clea.ning and. painting the schooner. Te-

; _painng the fishing gbar. and packine aboar&

'-faod. t‘uel. and sa.lt. ‘Students a.r‘e also 1n- ' (-

" ' o N
. . ... v o'

':.,troduced to. the uords "skiff" and "pun "

(8), The F'l-oater and m; Equipment& Thia B

.' It also deacribea

® " e

In this chapter the students— T

L

j'l:h!a functions of the skiffs and punts.

)

TR [}

ERAEacke .+ 0
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It introduces . v
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N

e e e

: are introducedtdo the very

' "header".j

ortent'coneept-

of tra.p berths; Trap berths

trap berth ownership explai'ed. (6) Process—

ing the Fishs Thi/s chapter expla.ins what is .

\ .
done with the fi h from the time it is takenf <

from the trap until 1t 18 salted in the hold_.

/

Z
of the schooner.

such words as "splitter", K eundbone", ‘and

(?) Curing the Fishi.’ This chapter

- escribes what is. done with the fish once the,

Scho?ners have raékhea their‘home—ports. The

Ny

" and . sun—dried
|
fish is explainedr~*The grading system employ-

L

’by the merchants is also explained. _(8)

Sha.ring the Gatchx One of the most common" 3

differences between ?salt b

’ methods of . sharing the summer's catch.is ex—

plained in this cha.pter. The high risk<fa.ced '

by fishermen and merchants alike is also strese—f

(9)'The Floaters are Gone: In this con-

e defined and -

Students ‘are introduced toﬁ

.cluding chapter,

of the Lahra,dor floater fishery are outlined.

‘captioned black and white photographs.

'vestigation and the developmen

-_skills. N

;\ R i 225 i L 4
Bl N .
s . o
: . " J ) ,
i - LA
| - S

‘ <

Included ‘as appendices in the studeqt

booklet are the follohing materials:

graphically reproduced magazine article, neus- :;:1

paper; articles a.nd documents, /and a set iic

ot

ma.teria.ls should be used by the tea.chei‘ to

ideepen the\students understending of the

La://
rador floater fishery and tO/interest studen 8 L.

in acquiring experience in self-directed in-~
/

of analytical
/f PR «," ! }\‘

. A \x :
The magazine article,‘entitled "The Fleet.

~on the Iahra.dor", was written by Norman Duncan
, fo: Harper s Monthly\ﬁegizine in 1904. Duncan,

A

\
_who wrote numerous other a.rticles Jon\Newf ound- -

land’and LePrador. writes dramdtically and

v

poetically about fishing on the Labrador._ The -
. . . ) "\.'—\4' - ’
o/ 7 ) 7
IRV -

Leasone\for the abandonment\\ﬁ\g
a xero-"~-7

These U

.
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i
i
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article 1s an eye-witneea accounx of the float- - ten on them, are intended primarily to’ supple- :;;:,,'T Y

. & fishery; full of - releva,nt detail, and writ- - ment. ‘bhose in'the mai'n body of \the 'boo}:let. S

,/ N yE U
N N _p‘ . I' A

ten when the fiehery was . at its peak - A S All of these articles are an incomparable o

-

. - 1 M .
A e e L Zen o, e e ek e ety o L
S s 1.55:.1-7..‘1.'-:-»}4:\%\‘4:(‘,'. WA L '

o4

- The newspaper articles, photecePied from 2/ T record ef the Lebrador floater fish _ They

'
W I

fthe 1eading newspapers of tbe day are entitled S place no arbitrafy boundary betwee the stu-“'

',"Ndrthern Fiehing Fleet" "The Lahmador Fish-r}' . .dents : the uritere and photographers of the )

UL Yra e CARE

"gery" ‘"Labradormen Less by 110" '"Leﬁreépr 7115;-“--'past. No re—interpretation is 1mpoeed. Thﬁ @1,f

=

S

Fish“ ."Labrador Fishery Report" “Goverhment ' - stidente can enJoy the eXperience of making up ':35: :

I

PES R NT

‘Guarantees Price of Fish", and "The;Departure '/Af their oWn minds about the evidence -and- discuss '. . e

il

_their conclusiops with others- khe 1mpact 15 ;,.

l'af Our Labrader Fleet"'

e

The documents, copied from'the archivee ' . direct. S @ o l ;4;3 K

' / S S : : o
'ef the Maritime History Group ef Memoriel Univ- S T : /y.', )

SO Ty aviadata

N

;

-eISity,'contain various corre pondences het— ' Cener;l objéét1§35 / '1. . . -

[N ; L\ \-4,-;,‘:;74.
;-

~

. ’fween government and fish uerchants regarding
| isuch Ratters as’ Betting e a fish'curins Bta- o "‘ The Prj|':3 obJectlve of this unit of,

. / T / ' Z/ ’
e tion*on the Labrador coaet and the eupply ofr . ' study is to help students acquire a knowledge ['
' T Ve -

'331t °°d fish from Newfoundland to the armies V- | and understanding of the Lahbrador . floater fiehr e

‘- /

. ana navies of England . . ‘:"- . -f ery as it was carried-out by Nenfouqlend fish-

The photographs, Hith brief|captions writ-"—‘ "eruen‘l .the:firgi/half of the present century.

. . ,
oL . \_/ 7.

R T O P IR TR,

Riian



- R R ¥
. d . -
SO ' - . ) .
¥ ’ . . R . Lo L .o

PR

;__ Having participated in fhe unit of studyﬂ

T -the students will be a,ble to peﬁorm the T

-‘.following taskt

a

- Pe ' cognizant of and ‘be able o answer_'

¥questions on the following aspects the Lab-

_(a) Home ports in Newfoundland

“(b) Fiahing loca.tions on the I.abrador goast. oo

- H
!

[ i“f(c) Getting ready for the- voyage to Labmador. N
.. (a) The floater and’its equipment-'

':(e) Methodsw of ca.tching fiah. . B
_ T
-(f) Methods of curing fish. BN
_(g) Methods of sharing fish. '

) (h)v,The abandonment of the. fishery. N

ﬂSpeoifib'ijoctiveo

.

. Heving studied the booklet, The Labrador
. . Floater Flshery in the Tu‘ezitie:thv-.(':"entury, the1

N

AR Mwarmwir r;»rbn\kﬂrrm&-&h»\rv-—

MY

-
.
3
;
'
. ;-
. ) -
N
\
i
.
«
-
-
=y
—, -
—
\“
T B e

im:porta.nce of- the I.a.‘tu:ador floa:te:r fishe‘r’y
-to the economx of Newfoundland,
7 :r:a.dor :t‘loa.taer :t‘ishery: e T 7 . s

;Ameaning of. the word "floater" . L ;'

_:the uork involved in getting the schooner
E ready for fishing, e ‘-f S

tcaught by floater fishermen on the coast o

.home _porta 111 Neufoundla.nd, . oL . .

- f loa.ter f ishecrmen ea.ch summer,

Vo e ER R B e
. ;

R
Rt O

a.ble to: ".'

o

(1) demonstrate an understandi :

of the

.. . . . .
ST AR S LA VALY E a0

.’ .
-

‘
L.

(11) show some und.ersta.nding of tbe S LN

1Y
B INE -3 BPCR U R AR AR S

o > . N L

(111) demonstrate an understa.nding of

'7 i

[N PURA PR R SR A VI

(iv) name the ma.‘Ln :speciesI of fish - T

VY]

-,-Of La.\:zdor, -‘-‘_.,.- o ‘,.-. - \\‘ ’

EPEIR AEAF PRI

(v) demonstrate a: familiarity Hith \j wf'”'kz'ii

(vi) demonstrate a familia.rity ﬂth

pla.ces on the La,‘brador coast frequented 'by

RIS I D PR

St

(vii) relate Hhat were some of the na.vi-‘ -_" T

. S, L
(A
7 . .
N N .
. .




- . gationdl hazards .ehcountered by floater fish- ’

. ot ‘_. ' - Coe C - L
B ermen en Toute'to Le.hrador'in ea::ly summer,'

(viil) dqnonstrate an'understanding of the

- use . cf the auxiliary engines 1nsta.11ed in most . .

"'~of the schooners after the year f930,

v

C e (ix) ;dentify the various inds. ‘af fish— IR

- 1ng gear used by the floater fishermen, '
i”j , (x) damonstrate some knowledge of go; a\
'ﬁfcod trap works : _ ; |

- As (xi) ehow an understanding of the mean-
A'Ling of a "trap, berth"A | L

(xil) show an understanding of the steps

':followed. in the clea.ning and storing of .the o

fish once they Were hrought to the schooner

’ --,from the cod trap,

made rea.dy to sell once the schoonefs reacbed

X
BN

~

their home ports, %, B o ﬁ:»'gt' f ;Q

(x:l.v) show some knowledge of the share

"s.yst'eu'x as’ emfloyed by the Latrador f_loa.ter fish- - -

' Addmopéi'ne,éning,:_nf\dmupn for the Teacher -

. La.bra.dor floater f:lshery ha.s ’been covered in I E

. the student booklet. ,There are, however, ' "l -

number of books, ma.ga.zine articles, a.nd govern—

S ar

"meht documents a.va.ila.ble which might pro e help-, S

' ful to a:ay teacher who pla.ns to do an. 1ndepth. ST i

q' -, . T . ——

:
¥

(xv) eonclude from the contents of the book--%~~ PR

le-t rea.sons for the a.bandonment of the Ia.brador

floater fishery. uj;_'f S .t_u{;"" /' S N

LI

;J";_»r 7.i;: “537?' ;?l; :ft o }l; }f };}Tia“
'  Most of the general information on'the.

PN S
L O s LA Ao P T R YORTINR,

A
[EPPRPS PRI

I . ..
Lo e .

T ,

atudy orf the: La.brr:a.dor floater fiehery.

RN RN LT SV R TP ST R TRV L, G RN

‘Some of -
. .= 1. . - . . - S L - .
these area _ 1 U (- oy _;\ .

3
[

k\l) The I.a.lnador F‘loater Cod.fiehery by H A. ;:" | Lo
Black (1960)

the Annale of the America.n Associa.tion od:‘ Geog— '~ .

$ 0 1 WOs RS Re ~ s
3 R .

This is an article reprinted from .
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' mphen‘s .

Trment of the English Ship Fishefy in Neufound-

?,:a history booﬁ

o 'to the \coast o:f‘ Labrador. The book'\fe we1-1- )

{f:uritten, very “chatty", and sejks'to aneﬁer-the‘

fishere go'"? S T ;f-

VI’4
: ' ol
i - N
T e T : ) ~
5 : j| L . - .
- - oo - - B B o o . : -
. _ . k . ! ! L v
¢ o R . .. S - : P ! \
~ N - . Sl

In 1t Black dea.ls with the develop-
A7 S

liland pout. “the. year 1760, 'the Fokmative years "
* “of'the Labra.dor floater fishesz the techn?rcel
B ;structure of the fis\hez:y, the L‘loater fishing BN
,equipment the processing of t e fish on shore |
.‘in Neufoundla.nd, the. distribution of the ca.tch,

- _and. the declining yea.rs of the fishery. :

(2) Hhere the Fishers Go. - The-Stqﬁy of .

-

'Leb:rador by P W. Brown (1901).= This ie not o

but as the author says, "a lit-

erary fahric woven from fa.cts and experiences

‘_It 1is an account of the author 8 leisure visits'

R
question, Hhat kind of 1a.nd this ‘where the

N . -~

(3) The Lebrador Goast:

A Journey Oof Two

Summer Cruises to that’ Region tweA.SL<§;cka;d - o

~ 1

'throﬁghout the)book.
‘:highly recommended. :\' fi‘
L Townsend (1907)

’St. J ohn's, Newfoundland to Nain in northern
2 .. Labra.dor.

"'/i tereéﬁ# story 6T the life of a Neﬂfoun land '

.fisherman who prosecuted_.-the. Newfoundland and .

ple, its. animals and plan%g. and 1ts: fishery.\-_‘

. While)no specifif section of the book deals

_"with the fishery, reference 18 made to” the’ _'

'--fishing fleets and the "aeen fish ca.tchers

As an ear&y account of

o 1:L'f‘e a.long the Labra.dorncoast this book is - ’
. ]

(4) Along the La.tu:a.dor Coast by Charles o

This book is a personal ,'

- account of. the a.uthor s neturn voyage from o

4

\

'f.f to tTe Labrador floater fishery.

(5)- F‘j_fty-Two Yea.rs at the La.brador Fish-

__11 by Nicholas Smith (1936) Thi\s is a§ in—

\
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One cha.pter of this book is’ devoted L s
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> T

| qj\hing fleet. T f. e

. :history of La.brador contains

4
et
3

" labrader ifshery for more:than a | half century -

!

- The"auth r»relates-théiexperience% of a 1ong
and succ“ ssful career and contributes a Hork

; : historical value.'.

(6) Ia'brador: Land of the North by John

Parsons (1970)

'geography and history of LahradorJ A uide

‘range o:t‘ topics a.re cover inclL difng people,-

N

. pla.nt a.nd a.nima.l li.fe. mining, and clima.te.--"_:

(?) Down North on ,the Iabrador by W.T.

: Grenfell (1911)

This 'book is a collection of‘_ '.-

v "The 'British .Fishery on-Labra.dor"

e -

Thie is a general text on the-"

]

f'English Colonial, and Foreign Records by D W.

. Prowse (1895)

' Le.tnra.dor stories. and a.lthough ii is confined' o

'ialmost exclusively to the facts in Dr, Wilfred.

.f Grenfell'e daily:life} the book d?ea makekg\\

th,

- mention ofuhis‘encounteré with:

-(8) Lahradorx Ite Discov

o

_ and. Development by W s, Gosling ( 912)

1

This

a-ch

:Exploration}_

. students, and the‘book as'a whole is a valuable

Labrador .*

12

RIS

:Value.ble. ‘.'

information on the developmeht of the fishery B
in .La.bra.dor is provided ‘and this chapter Hould

serve as a valuable reference source for the o

teacher.“

(9) A History of Neufoundland.: From: the

A chapter in this book, entitlea
“History Qf Labmador" deals briefly Hith the .
Ia.brador fishery. Several ‘black and white

photqgraphs of La'bcrador fishing schooners .and’

~

.shore facilities might be of some use to the

- 'source of information for the teacher,

. Neu_foundland by Si Ryan (i978) .

»
4 -

(10) The Seal and Labrador Cod Fisherigg of

B presex'xta{ion'with writteﬂ ‘conmentary’ which‘»deals

pter entitled - }rador cod fishery. Nevertheless it contains ‘

.

This 1s 2 slide

.with both tﬁe Neufoundland seal fishery and the Lab- T

‘t6;'

T
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PISEA)

- use in Canadian schools 33 a part.of the Can- .

' proJect had been completed.

NErRCT

oL L e

valuaéle information for student

Ls.brador floa.ter fishery It is intended foif .

Y

AN

a.dia.n Visua.l History ser sa.nd can ‘b_e;ﬁu;r-, -

: chased.’ It became awailable aft

Teaching strategies for the achiemeent

- of the learning obJectiyes for the unit are

both expository— and inquiry-oriented. How-::

ever. because of the different hackgrounds ‘

of th studen?z which this unit Hill be

taug t, and various other factors. teaching

: met ods Hill only be suggesred, nat prescribd“

\ ed.' Teachers should plan their ‘own 1essons

and'choer the- method of teaching they know

uill Hork best inziheir classrooms.
ijj_ e '

—

'the;present;

studying the .

. _‘

0
tent. ‘and discuss their cnnclusions with other

o
"~ at the back of the booklet.

- Some. of the questions are. listed at the back of . e

"eryii Students may sinply be asked to examine the

' materials make up their own minds ébout the cori~

l
_members of'the clasSu

. LYo .
! R R S SNSRI Sl
z e i o A e

.

‘ To aid in the expository strategies, readihg

& T
materials, gictures. diagraps and maps are . ’ S
\ - . e

contained 1in the unit. The inquiry strategies

- are’ aided by a number of questions and: activities .

which give students the opportunity to exercise
the total range of their hinking skills. -A11 '
of these questions and activities are contained

~The solutions to‘-

—

the teacher s manual ': "‘.

The newspaper clippings, documents, magazine

article, and captioned photographs included in. U

the appendiies of the student booklet may be used _‘ o
A T e S
by theftgac er’ to intergst students in- gaining | o

Taw information about -the Labrador floater fish-

. _,___,__—___-
]

Or the teacher may ask

) [ . ' : .
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TEEPITHY

i
I

B . specii‘ic ques‘tions rela.tive to the contenta orf T the laooklet or with excer_pts from the original

the a.rticles. For exa.mple, the teacher might ask’ documents. . However, the tea.eher may wish to _

‘-estfons on picture content alone. i

,etudents to: (1) rea.d. the nenspa.per articles a.nd\ N assi‘

look for\cduses for the steady decline 1n the

number ‘of floaters operating on the Lahrador coast - ionB, and inferences u111 require students to

|

after the year 1920. (11) compare the price of /\/\\ exa.mine “the pictures 'thoroughly.. For exa.mple,

sa.lt codfish in 19114- with that in 1946, and (i\ii) o students might be a.sked to examine a particular
. E) .
g.ve ‘reasons. for the gra.dua.l 1033 of ov-ersea.s _ photop:aph for clues

h ch 1:911 them thaq the

markets. . Do e La.bfrédqr'fldé%ter fis"

-

:l‘he mgazine a.rticle should\be rea.d. to da.y fishery, wa.s hea,vily dependent ‘on ma.nual

the class by . the teacber simply for the enjoy- , la.bour. p C o
ment of having the students% 1is'ten to the Hriter ' A ‘ . ' R

) . ,._' . ) -

of a long-distant pa.st give a telling a.nd moving oL S \ R

- appraisal of. the Lahra.dor floater fishery as he S o SN T

v . . -

":‘sa.,n it.. Also the a.rchaic words and phrases used

e -'.-_vthroiighout the ‘text night neé‘d to be expla.ined L ‘ o R J .

to the- students. ,"- ' I -'i T BRI A ; .

{ The photographs are intended to, be wed T T

1n coxxaunction Hith the written ma.terlal 10 A -T. L e B :

. . . “. -'.' o - i ) )
N Iy DI [ N . .7

ulating questions 1mrolving facts impress—'
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N E_a
. ;I‘ . . G.

. ' I.

‘ J.

'-."LIST A

| H. splitting table

: hogshead '
‘choi¢e=
 itar
'éoéSﬁing
-coa trap
bandline.
Cape Chidley

A

trawl -

salt -’

_G' the northernmost point :Ln La.bra.dor

a good p:a.de of fish
D transporting 1umber a.nd. other freight e
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Introduction

Not so many years ago almost every

Grade Five student in Newfoundland knew the

difference between a '"floater'" fisherman

and a ''stationer!''. Because the Labrador

fishery was so important to Newfoundland,

students were required to study about them
in their History and Geography textbooks.
The textbooks stated that every year thou-
sands of Newfoundland fishermen set sail

for the Labrador coast. Those who stayed

on shore and fished were called ''stationers"

and those who followed the fish, living

aboard their schooners, were called

"floater'" fishermen. The word "floater"

was the name given to the schooner.
‘Now the floaters are gone and most
for nearly

of the stationers too. But

A Labrador Floater

two hundred years they were an important

part of the fishing industry in Newfound-

land. In this booklet we are going to

learn about the Labrador floater fishery
as it was carried out by Newfoundland

fishermen

in the first half of this century.

o0l



Labrador floaters in St. John's.

of outport schooners came to St. John's

In the spring, large numbers

to outfit for the Labrador fishery

G0l



The Early Years

At the peak of the Labrador floater
fishery more than a thousand schooners and
nearly ten thousand men went to Labrador to
take part in the cod fishery. During those
years the floater fishery accounted for more
than a quarter of all the cod fish caught
in Newfoundland.

The floater fishery was carried out
mainly by fishermen from communities in the
northern and eastern bays of Newfoundland.
These included Trinity, Catalina, and Port
Union in Trinity Bay; Wesleyville, Greens-
pond, and Bonavista in Bonavista Bay; Fogo,
Twillingate, and Little‘Bay Islands in Notre
Dame Bay; and Brigus, Bay Roberts, and
(See map

Harbour Grace in Conception Bay.

number 2). As well, hundreds of other small

Floaters heading for Labrador

ports along this part of the coast took
part in the fishery.

The floater fishermen usually left
their home ports sometime in June, fished

the Strait of Belle Isle area and coastal

waters of Labrador (see map number 1), and

901
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Cod Trap in
Fishing Order

Diagram 1

The cod trap was invented more than a hundred years ago by a fisherman at Bonne
Esperence, a fishing village in Quebec.

Although all cod traps are the same shape, there are differences in size, ranging
from small ones of 70 meters around to giants of 180 meters around. Depths range from
12 to 30 meters.

It takes a great deal of time and money to make a cod trap. Most of it is knitted
by hand. Floats, anchors, and lead sinkers have to be made ready, and hundreds of meters
of rope have to be cut to size and attached. Most of this work is done during the winter
months.

An important part of the cod trap is the leader. The leader is the same depth as
the cod trap and extends from the shore into the doorway of the trap. Fish swimming
along the shore are guided into the trap where they are still free to move around and are
therefore discouraged from leaving again.

In setting the cod trap, the fishermen first place the framework of rope with moor-
ings and floats in place and then attach the net to it. In hauling the trap, the net
is pulled up so that the bottom of the trap is slowly brought to the surface, bringing
the fish with it, The fish are then taken intc the trap "skiffs" with dip nets.

In days gone by, a cod trap was regarded as a very valuable piece of fishing equip-
ment for any fisherman to own. For a trap 120 meters around and 20 meters deep, the
following materials would be required: 225 kilograms of twine (line), 15 or 20 large
bundles of rope of various sizes, 500 corks, 50 kilograms of lead, 14 anchors, and 8
large floats, Traps in this class cost about $1600 in 1949,

3B
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1967 the floater fishery was gone.

Getting Ready for the Labrador

Getting ready for the summer voy=-
age to the coast of Labrador usually began
about the first week in May. At that time
the 6 to 10 men of each schooner ''went in
gE - ar™ that is, they went to work re-
pairing and outfitting the schooner. In
the coves and harbours all along the east-
ern and northern bays of MNewfoundland the
great fishing fleet was made ready for the
long voyage. It is said that at such times
a person could walk across harbours such as
Bay Roberts or Harbour Grace by jumping
from deck to deck of schooners anchored

side by side in the harbours.

Getting the schooner ready for

Getting the schooners ready

sailing usually involved such jobs as
cleaning and painting the schooner and
other boats, inspecting and repairing cod
traps and other fishing gear, repairing
sails, and packing aboard food, fuel, and

—_
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Only the very basic food was taken.

This included such items as flour, salt,

butter, sugar, molasses, beans, and peas.
It was often necessary to take firewood
because firewood was scarce along much of
the Labrador coast. The amount of salt
taken on board depended on the size of the
schooner and the amount of fish expected
to be caught. About 250 "hogsheads' of
salt was needed for 1000 quintals of fish.
One '""hogshead'" of salt weighed about 90

kilograms.

When at last the ice had cleared
from the coast and the winds were right
for sailing, the schooners set off for the
coast of Labrador. The trip was often
quite dangerous. There were few light-

houses or fog horns to mark the rocks and

shoals, and ice bergs were quite common.

Sudden storms sometimes swept the coast

and many schooners were wrecked. But the

floater fishermen were skillful sailors

and knew the coast quite well. They kept
a close watch on weather, and did not
often sail their schooners at night.

A week or two later they arrived

A floater captain at the wheel

Lil



on the coast of Labrador. The schooners
were anchored in some sheltered harbour
and cod traps were placed in the water.

Smaller boats such as trap '"skiffs'" and

“"punts' were used to set and haul the traps.

(More will be said about these boats in a
later chapter). |If the supply of cod ran
out before a full load was obtained, the

schooners slowly moved farther north. At

such times the schooners sometimes reached

On the Labrador coast

the northernmost point in Labrador - Cape

Chidley. (see map number 1).

The Floater and its Equipment

Most of the Labrador schooneré

were built in the small outports along

the northern and eastern béys of Newfound-

land. The schooners weighed between 10

and 150 tons, the most common ones being

between 30 and 70 tons.

(A ton is equal

to 2000 pounds or 900 kilograms).

Before 1900 the schooners depended

entirely on sails for power. However, by

the late 1930's many of them were equipped

with small gasoline or diesel engines to

help them move about through narrow

passages and harbours along the coast, and -

to help them move faster

in calm weather.

—
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Anchor and chain

Most floaters used such navigational aids
as magnetic compasses and charts. Sails and
schooners were hoisted by hand. Few schooners
had radios or electric lights, and the crew's
living quarters were heated by a wood-burning
stove which was also used for cooking. The
crew's living quarters was called the forecastle
(fo'c'sle) and was in the front of the schooner.
The captain usually slept in the cabin which

was in the stern of the schooner.

‘Entrance to fo'c'isle

Stove



Stern of floater showing steering wheel

and entrance to

cabin
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The most important piece of equip-
ment aboard the floater was the cod trap.
(See diagram number 1 for a detailed des-
cription of how a cod trap works). During
the trapping period, the fishermen sometimes
made two or three trips a day to haul the
trap. The trapping period usually lasted
from two to six weeks and began about the

first of July, depending on the location on

the coast.

A cod trap in fishing order

10

A trawl

During summers when the fish were
not easy to catch in a cod trap, the fisher-
men sometimes used trawls, handlines, and
jiggers.

Trawls are made up of a main fish-
ing line a hundred meters or more in length.
Shorter lines with hooks on them are attach-
ed every meter or so along the main line.

Hooks are baited with herring or caplin. &



Handlines consist of a single bait-
ed hook attached to a long line. Usually
one man works two lines, fishing from a

small open boat on the fishing ground.

Fishing with a handline
The jigger, made to look like a
fish, has two large curved hooks fitted to
it and is attached to a long line. The

fisherman fishes by jerking his line up and

down. This attracts the fish which are hook-

ed in the mouth or side. Bait is not used

on the jigger.

Jigging

Every floater carried at least one
trap boat or '"skiff", This boat was used
to take the fish from the cod trap. It
was usually about 10 meters long and when
loaded could carry 30 to 35 barrels of fish,
In the early days they were rowed or sailed
to the cod traps; in later days most of
them were equipped with gasoline or diesel

engines. This kind of boat is still in use

in many parts of Newfoundland today. i



Every floater also carried one or

more small boats called "punts'. These

were used to help set and haul the cod trap.

The "skiff'' was towed behind the schooner;

the 'punts' were usually carried on the

deck of the schooner.

Trap Berths

The places where the cod traps

were set in the water were called trap
berths. The trap berths were located off
the islands and headlands of the coast in

10 to 20 fathoms of water. (A fathom is

equal to about two meters). One trap was

set in each berth.
The Labrador floater fishermen
could not claim any particular trap berth

as their own. The first to arrive at a

14

harbour or cove on the coast usually took
the best berths. Two to four berths were
often used by each floater during the
summer .

Trap berths nearly always had
names such as

names, often very unusual

Crack in the Wall, Pot of Gold, and Golden

Floater fishermen knew the coast

Slipper.

Hauling the cod trap

L1



not so much by names on a map, but by the

names of the trap berths.

Processing the Fish

When the fiéh were brought to the

schooner from the cod traps they were fork-

Cleaning the fish on the deck of

the schooner

ed onto the deck and piled beside the
"splitting table'". This was the table
where the fish were cleaned. Sometimes
there was more than one '"splitting table',
depending on how much fish was brought

in from the cod traps and the number of
fishermen'working on the schooner.

Three operations took place around
the "splitting table': First the cut-
throater'" cut the fish open; then the
"header'" removed the head and intestines;
finally the '"splitter" removed the '"sound-
bone' or backbone.

The split fish were then washed
in large wooden tubs. For this purpose
ocean water was used because it was easy
to get and because fresh water caused the
flesh of the fish to become soft. Next

the fish were stored below the deck of

l



the schooner where they were heavily salt-

ed and kept until the schooner returned

to its home port in Newfoundland. When

fish were plentiful, this operation was

repeated several times a day. Often the
cleaning and salting of the fish went on

until very late at night. O0il lanterns
were then used to light the deck of the
schooner. During such times the fishermen
got only two or three hours of sleep. Then
they were called again at daylight to go

because the

out to the cod traps. However,

‘trapping period was usually short, it was
necessary to catch as many fish as possible

during this time.
Curing the Fish

After enough fish had been caught,

14

or at the end of the fishing season, the

cod traps were taken out of the water,
spread out to dry on the rocks ashore, and
then stored on board the schooner. A few
days later when the weather was fine and
the winds were right for sailing, the

schooners set sail for their home porfs in

Newfoundland. They travelled close to the

Loaded and ready for home

6Ll



shore and anchored each night in some

sheltered harbour. The trip home usually
took two or three weeks.

Once the schooners reached their
home ports the fish were sold immediately
to the fish merchanfs as ''salt bulk" or
were sun-dried to be sold at a later date.
"Salt bulk" fish was a name given to the
fish just as it came from the schooner -

salt, soft, and soggy.

To remove the fish from the
schooner usually took from a few days to
two weeks, depending on the size of the
catch.

The fish were then washed to re-
move some of the salt and spread out to be
sun~-dried on wooden racks covered with
evergreen boughs. These racks were called

""flakes' and were very useful for drying

5

IS!'IL — !_ LSSERLA ] ;i”?

Fish spread out to dry on the '"flakes"

fish because they allowed the air to move

freely around and under the fish. Usually

two or three days of sunlight were needed

to dry the fish. But often, because of fog

and bad weather, the fish received only a

few hours of good sunlight. This often

produced a poor grade of fish. In the

autumn, when days were shorter and sunlight

el



not so strong, two or three weeks were After the fish were dried they were either

sometimes needed to dry the fish. taken to the local merchant and sold or
To dry the floater's entire load loaded back on board the schooner and taken
of fish sometimes required the help of not to St. John's to be sold.

only the crew of the schooner but also the
help of their wives and children. Some-

times other people in the community were

hired to help in the drying of the fish.

Unloading the dried fish at the merchant's

wharf. The man on the right is grading
Gathering up the dried fish the fish.

A

16



Labrador fish were graded as Choice if it was not too late in the season, the

(a good grade of fish), Prime (a medium schooners sometimes made a second trip to
grade of flsh), and "Cullage”., "Cullage" Labrador. Some of them went 'coasting';
included small fish, fish that were damag- that is, they were employed by merchants
ed, or fish that were poorly dried. and businessmen to transport lumber and
After the fish were unloaded, and other freight. By November, however,

most of the schooners were safely anchored

for the winter in some cove or harbour.

Grading the fish Anchored for the winter

17



.the salé'of.the flsh;
‘.fwcrelsometlﬁes ca1Téd "ahafemen"'}natead

z-of Flshermen.-

-*dlv1ded among the other members oF the crew.

-

-Sharfng'thanatch —_

: §chooncr§-wc¢c~either p(lvataif
i ) Lo, S o
owned’'or were owpedfby merchants -In §t,

John s or the outports."in.eitherﬁcaée.

‘the .crew’ a]l shared in the profits er\_c'

That RE why,theyl§

Methods of sharing the catch
/

were dnff: ent from place to placen

ooner usua]ly clafmed haIF

)
.catch. The other half was)

s

,Sometlmes the trap “skiffs“ and the schoon-

ers themselves were given a, share. - Cooks

usually-recelved a-hajfasﬁpre:and‘b6y help= E

ers recelved a-quarter. share, depending on

AN
,theaaﬁohnt of'wqu they;had'td do., _ - . . s
~ When. prices were high, a share. “After more than two hundred yearsy -
P ,-
N et e - RS- ""‘"‘-‘—-,‘ *w?ﬁ»’é\c-«t;:‘;-_..,‘u__};g;_.__;,‘ P A Sy P T e Wm..-e:..-_ v e

i AT TR LT o s

.,.

But thai
had to face each summerL

as°$500 a summer;

"of ho qu:ntals of drled Flsh per man was

"consldered to be: a good catch But

A

those day§ Flsh- often sold for as llttle

as $2 50 per qulntal Today Newfoundland

fishermen recelve as much as $80 for a

Nl

"qulntal of dried flsh 7;_.;/

/_t ‘ :
Not eveny summ?r was sdccessful.

\

_Sometimes, after spendlng a long'summer on'

the Labrador coast

return home emptx; But that ‘was the klnd

of risk that fnshermen and merchants allke.

"When fish were

p]ghtiful a;fiSherman couldhmake asfmdchd

.hethad'to be Qat}sfiedfﬁith $50 or less. -

S -

The F{oaters are Gone

‘many schooners had to"

When'flshfwara scarce
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'_of operating, the Labrador floqter fishery Lo redelof schoonere aodﬁthobsands'of'men.”"

';was finally glven up. There are many reas- : 'salllng north for the she%tered harbours

EETP TPV

onS'for thls. Some of them are. SRV th coves oF the Labrador coast to fish

Y T I SN A A S e
“ .

P
B RS PNV NS VRSP TN

(l) Forelgn countrles could buy bett&r flsh' ' for.cod. R ";  : 'f; L
' 'elsewhere and dld not want to buy‘ the Lab-" ¢ : ’
.. "_ . ‘- ) ) > 3 '. - , ) -. ) ~' i . , N
rador fish. -~ ST T
h Fishi ln Labrador was often a rlsk ‘ - -
. J 3 _,,JQ Yi
- busuness ‘and- fishermen gave it up to find P
ol - - ]
T better work elsewhere. L
- . Ny
.(lll) Young flshermen were not lnterested R .
in the Labrador flshery. } : s. ’
;:. ) '(lv) Labrador flsherme\n continued to use ] ~
. . 'old fashioned methods of catching and cur-i_ -
',. - ing thelr flsh. o ) o ', ,' ",-. R ’ N
) Today the Labradot floater fishery . :
- Is gone and with It the majestlc sal'llng - ) ! : ,
: s,ch_oor_n’ers 'whl.ch' -for.‘such .a long time ;we’r‘e‘i S ] ~
~a colorfui-oart of odt;hlster.. Summere]: PR ‘,'e BT e e S e o
.. come and ‘go but no longer do we see hund-.’ . -
:f ':_;.i;j'-ﬂ f-e-" :.; ‘ﬁl :2_ ; S o R o . .
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Cet . T 7 'SOMETHING TO DO -, _
| T S R

j

N\
Qa
LS
! Lk Sy

/
L S

o S Complete the crossword puzzle. - 5-._7;fkack5‘Qsdd.forfdfylagof'Sh e :-ﬁﬁ.'
" The- first one down and the flrst one . SI‘EIsHejﬁeh whd_ftshed‘Ffom the

;across are done for you. e R shorev T :

. - o ‘-‘;f=_: - .; R ‘t:-_‘ . . i-? Jj:;ThIs person s Job was. te remove the.ﬁ 'E?
“;.f,_f - S E e SRS o ,."soﬁndbone” frbm the flsh _ 5

ot ;Down DR RS LT , o ,- SR

: r. Labrador fishlng schoonhrs ;; o F 5 ':';'- R j'tfzj T t

57 i '93. Small damaged or poorly drled Fish ' l“/ L o }'

AR T, name given ‘to wet,'soggv Fish . -~ Lo ¥
! IR ) Labrador Hshlng schooners usually left R )

fﬁ?.-i _:.:3‘ IR thelr home ports in the month of _;\:’ A ﬂf

16. A Iac where the cod tra was set fn S T - -
place P o tdeInIe]als]s]
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CUATL - aeress . o

The only navigatlonal Instrument

T P .1  -1 H -"carr!ed by the, Labrador schooners - ,A,z['
e 5.0 Small, boats used to he1p haul the

RO, ¢

T . , . ‘
_ - cod trap ;;; ' S ":<
S ' The crew of the schooner ate and
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LTI
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i - 10 wMatch each statement ln Llst B , .
- with the correct word Tn Llst A""Put _._' : N o~ N _ P |
o - ._'the letter of the correct wqrd on\the o ’ ) R
' llne made for you. Number 1. has been'--'".,- N e :
v SERREER ~".done as an example. ' ﬂ’ ",- - : :
.. LIST A ) S f-'LIST’"B o "
- ,.»-'A_‘.Z‘ :ﬁ_ldg-s;'llleéd'_ - : " 1.._, G the nor thern mos t- pr nt n Lab r'a_i-do'r'; )
-.. B. cholce’ - : L2 145 kllograms of salt N
E c. ‘i“‘““!“'.: - \ 7. 3 - used to Preserve *Fish , SN '.'s-._.?‘.,‘“
- D. '_cpas:_ti:ng R . Y I box shaped net used to catch flsh .
e Lo T N .
E. cod trap. - - 5. . long fishing llne with. hooks attached o :
'f_. 'h'a"n'dl. ine -’ ' 6'_.'- L where the flsh were c1 aned :
G. Cape Chidley 7. a good grade of flsh. N
M. spl ltting table . 8. transportlng Iumber an.g other Frelght. " ° H
: l trawl o 9 90 k"jllograms oF salt. ; _
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' nz;;i  jf;-;} ' some of the words whlch helped yqu lea
S -'55;'i'}TJ‘fi:”:Labrador FTUater Flshery \po on a hun
- you can flnd When you flnd a word P
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;:fQ+£}ﬁ- L When fish did not come ‘to the

.?;;coas of Labrador, what did it mean.to f”

same to fishermen today? why_or why notﬂ--.

e : . . v

Imaglne you are the captain oF a

T A ‘ o
'3Labrador Floater You are on the coast
: "of Labrador and you have to find a good.

fpiace to set ‘a- cod trap.' What things

i'f'; '-_should you Iook for in, choosing ‘a good
~. . - .. * "-/ *
zﬁ:trap berth? f~;-;”7g3

R C '?%,f” o

~.

_ 3. Labrador Floater Flshermen dld
L Afnot usuarTy fish on. Sundays How do you_

:thlnk they spent their ieisure time on .

-SUndays? . *-"i .":,' 'h' B

P TSIy P Ny e

ik

et ﬂ{' T T SOMETHING: TO  THINK- ABOUT

'ffthe floater fishermen? Does it mean the S

23,

R e w2l L e S

_H. Look at the pictures in your_f~

booklet.; Try to Find clues that will

ﬁtell you that the Labrador floater

= Fishermen had to work hard For a iiving.

., . \

h 5 Pretend that it IS the year IQOH ::
th |s early June and you are standing on

" a wharf in a’ busy fisping community._“

. \“ ) -

Floaters are preparing to Ieavé for: the

“:summer voyage to the coast of Labrador.;w

\

fDeschbe the. ﬂctivity that is going on

R

around you.‘ o S S ﬂj:

46;fPretend that you are standing on

v c e . v . . ) . ._—l" S

the deck of a- floater. anchored In some
Co . - Ly

cove on the ¢oast of Labrador. It s

.-
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T e T
; | ,lalehlnfthefafternoon'add.thedtrab‘sklffS_l- hff 9".lfhls1a'warm'day ln early August.
- have just. come In: from the. cod traps wlthd Several FloatersLhave returned from the
f *;“ruuq load oF Fish ' Describe the scene Labrador coast wlth Full loads of f:sh'
5 -'5.:;y0u See°5- 1“¥ ' | | . Descrlbe the activlty that ls.going~on
e | : -,ln,th_e;communlt-yr | -
'Ej;llmagrne that you ;;é the captaln o ) ,
;f of.a Labrador floater.l You are. Just leau- '10; lmaglne that you’have spent alh_
N lng for the coast oF Labrador.' Make’ a'{ whole summer on board a floater on the

'l
4
2
& -
o

i
~ .

W

o

da:ly record of the events that take place f

"-albng-the'wa;j\\,‘ LT

~

=
8 A statement on page 6 of thls

booklet says that only the baslc Food

. 3
'Labrador coast,. Tell your classmates‘
sbout some of your experiences.

ll,:lmaglne that ~ you are vlsltlng

wlth a retlred Labrador floater Flsher- :

—

butter, sugar, beans,land<’

:zlike'flour,

—-

K molasses was. taken’ on board the schooner. B

Pqet7hd.that'you-are_the-cook aboard a

Labrador schooner.f

‘Descrlbe some»of the
meals you wou]d serve the crew.

~ i . . .. .
S SRR A R SV R i \-‘.‘;;uiha‘-‘_ 2 et 3 e ok ntanior
B a e ... N .

o man._tPreparena llst of questlons you'

would want to ask hlm.

"_lz;fHow.was the- floater flshery

Flshery? How was

S

jllke.OUr\modernaday
It different? . ° ..o
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, | THE,EVENING TELEGRAM, JUNE 26, 1914 1
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. [ ] ®
. ,Norlhern Fishing Fleet.
S The aceompa.ny&nz Iht chows e e S
: numbero!wuelscleamd ‘for ‘the L .
Gtralts and Labrador up to the 20th
. lpst, a¥ posted at the Boaﬂi of Trade
’ 'Room- yesterday '

_._"Diltrlct “Vesaely 'l‘ons Perwnu - C oo g
. Concéption. Hr. 1 Bt . - 84

Hr. Mafn - 8 '- 11 - 68 . e
'Brigus SRR S & 1 VO 1 ' . T

- .~ ¢ . Bay Roberts - & = 34 - 19 - o .
oY . 4 ... . - Br Grace 12 EG9. T 435 T - . S
S PRI Caibonesr - 1’ 669 8L G T
D S -:--‘-Trlnlty CoT 3y 1793 . . 416 _ : _
' Cotalfna - - 11 487 e . P
. 'Kmge Cove | 3 .. 13 30 -7 o -

b -" Greenspond = 70 2234 - 495 o o

- LT ', .. Herning - Neck 6. 38 . B0 ' -

. S _ .,'rwmmm _47 2123 - 367
' o - ' Bxplobts .| . 5. 147 .- vl
.. . 'Bonne-Bay . .1 1750 . 42

KA “+ . .Chemmel - '~ 8 102 . 38
CEE L ‘ _ Belleorain 2 6 . 3

R e T T PR N

el motar . 238, 0684 . STST

X-‘-;,.:n'- PISTR s b I\t 5, T it st i b A
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- .-+ The Fishermen’s Advocate . -
P fo . | S dis - - . ! / Jd
e - VRS R - . 1
S Y " } “Suum . .
(S 7 Motle: h - Cuigue! |
- . . .7 - 'PORT. UNION, NFLD: FRIDAY, JUNE 5 1838 . = . . :
) N .' _I . ' “ .’. . .. ".,'I ] '_ ‘ o . . B N ] . . N . I - . I : |
N Lo ) . . ) ) o ¥ . , . e L Lo e ‘-,/?’
t- . . The Labrador Fishery - o
% BN _ T Ce. - Supplying for the Labrador fishery has been in pro- A L /-,/f . !
. ’ ' : * . gress during the past three weeks, and most of the schoon- - - - - e :
trs that will prosecute the fishery this year have now been . o« :
o S . outfitted, while those not yet supplicd but which have, - T
e s “* Supplics sssured them will be outfitted within the next ten : o
) : © = dayslerso. By the end of next week seyeral schooners will . o o o :
_kave'sailed for the Labrador, providing’ weather conditions . - . AT . .
do notdetain them, * S - Co ' BT
) On the whole, outfitting has -becen much’ later this ) . st ‘ 3
. spring than was thought would be the case late in March and ol - . S
, . - cariy in April.-.Weather conditions about that “timc - gave A ST - B
e - . promise of an carly spring, but-the bad weather experienced: S e e
S - during practically- the whole of May. month retarded- the i R . I }
'y tishermen in their preparations for the “fishery. Thea, C . Ce oo
© agaln, from the business point of view, supplying mérchants - - L ' . o i
. . ‘somewhat puzzled over the outlook, were hesitant toglve ./ -~ - & i
: undertakings of supplying.. This hesitancy was also shared =~ " - P
2 " by many independent schooner masiters; who were 1wt over . ©° :
7¢alous about prosecuting the [ishery in view -of the out. - , .
: look. However, doubt has given ‘way to a mild optimism - T oo ]
- _and the work of outfitting and supplying has speeded up Do R
. Guring the past formight. ' o O . c P S
. : L -1t is not possible, just yet, 10 say how many schoopers . - . S o B
. o N will clear for the fishery this scason from Northern ports: R Lo {
: - Accurate inférmation un that paint will unty be obtalnable . - - 7 T ., o
when'all have cicarcd through the Customs,” Around the . * . ' ‘ :
end of Junc the Customs authorities'should be in 2 position - ' S : 1
* 1o publish statistics as tu.the 1tal number of schooners - - B A I
-€leared for 1he Tyeary Shore. Straits and Lahrador fisheries : o T o
the total number of men they carried as well as the numher C o S
- of men who have gone 1o the coast as stationers. * There will - R 5
‘ ., Mot be 2y many schooners prosecuting the hishery this.year = - o o0 o
7 as tast and it would appear that the number of stationers ’ s 3
wha come mostly fram Congapnpn Bay ponis. will probahly o v $ .
beat least 25 per cem less than lasr year. . ' ' " o
, . ' )
1.
1 , ) R .-‘. ': “:"'
— > g :n”‘ 7
* -:m;.namly(‘a:ms:unn..;. -‘.'vi."u_["..'\.u“\-‘A.'.nl'.t'..f-.'s-:::::»la-km,l;n.ld{'“ RPN s IR O AT s o RS-
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- THE FISHERMEN'S ADVOCATE, OCTOBER 23, 1936 . ..

pmge AT

V. . .

b Labradormen Less |

_ o T , 'One hundred and’ te’n fewer - - . - o o
4 o . schooners, ' “floaters,” conducted '
IS . . the Labrador voyage ' exclusively. .
oL this_year thanlast, show. customs . -
o . : ..+ statistics, - ' fo
S T R ." In 1935 the number ol‘ Labrador- AR , ~ :
: IR . men - (exclusive-of bank vessels . R L e
S . ... which. fished on Labrador after '
‘ IO Yo P the bank voyage) was 356. This - .. S L ‘
: . season the number was 246. o o S o
. © - The total for all schooners which =~ . o S ‘
B clcared for Labrador (northern = .. B R
oo T “  Labradormen and bankers ins X LT PR
clusive) in 1935  was = 370" vessels . S, T
with crews of 2911 -men. This S L S }1,

TRy

. o . 1 yesr the total was-only 256 vessels BECERE T

>0 e .wnh2057men : L o '

, ' T o From lhc?,mlt : ‘
S o to  estimate - the reduction in e S

4 B L S R pcrsonnel of . the bonafide Labra- . e L

' : © -7 - dormen, that is vessels' from N o - L

g L LR northern ports which ~spend the- e L

s = .. .. .. . whole summer on Labrador ex: . y
. L o clusively, but it is probable “that

L ' " some-eight hundred fewer north- . 4 coo

e .. _crn fishermen went - to Labrador : N A Lo

/. thissummer, . . : i ’ ‘ : :
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" .". PORT UNION, NFLD, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1933

We arc informed by the shlpé&s of the “Lutzen” cargo,
" of Labrador fish, that the cargo tyrned out sstisfactory at
-Malaga. . This, we ar¢ pleased to learn, for the sake of the

7. -..teputation of this season’s cure of Labrador fish shipped to
" -t " Spain. Lo -

" We also learn that a shipment of salt-bulk shipped to - . o s ',\.' '

. " . Piracus, Greece, turned. out satisfaftory. The -fish was . .. | e T

salted well and split well. ' The price paid for it was a dollar i L '

. &nd twenty below the. price paid for the cured article, .
.7 v The recent advance on the price paid for Labrador fish, .
. .. ~was not a result of Improved prices in Europe, where prices - -
.- ame fio firmer than they were a month ago, but is duc to the _ .

' dact that a Porto Rico buyer wanted ten thousand quintals* = - .. - :

.- focthat market. The last direct steamer taking fish to Porto e
- Rico took twenty thousand quintals of Labrador cury, Such . IR
& large quantity entering a market cannot help to maintain . L
prices, Porto Rico apparently likes the Labrador fish, and - . ° S
.. seems to.prefer it to g ore cure. The supply of Porto Rico Lo

© " Shore fish, from Newloundiand, being oty liniay Ta

.7, ' the Labrador cured article. o L
. . There is no indication yet.that the demand fromPorto . .-
Rico for Labrador fish has influcpced the prices of Labrador: - o
- _inthe European markets. . - I
-~ . ." Porto-Rico the past two or three years has purchased -
, - . ;large quantities of Labrador-cured codfish, because of its
"+ cheapness. Consequently all Shore cured codfish from
. Other countries has been practically driven off that market.
* - . 1his proved a blessing for Newfoundiand, and ai present is’

i beason, the dealers there are mecting the requirements with

e s i i s i

.+ - -fesponsible for the risc in.values paid recently at St. John's A -
-+ 'forLabrador figh. . - e & Y e ,J ns,\‘// N E
- o - _/ B \
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chom fmm the: Lahndor uy tﬁat lhe ﬁshlng season . - e L
hoverandmnmofthc fishing fleet has left or is preparing - . . - . o 0 7 e .
" to.Jeave. - The season this year struck :an all-time Jow, or . - e _
. - thereabouts, 35 far as weather conditions went. lce, cold . .
... hard winds and driving rain halted Opentionsdayafler day. - - o .-
o ,'Monnhinous seas tore up many traps and the icy- watefs o
. made th]s voyage a continuous sound of hardships with,in . '
many casés, poor returns. . We are told that the ‘average _
. nh:hon themstlssooqtls. : o -
/ . Capt. Peters of Melrose, to whom we-are indebted lor C ) e
~ > some of this information, arrived from the - Labrador ‘In.
e . McCormack and Walsh's vessel on Wednndly momlng -
ST " " He.bas approximately 600 gtls. ' '
A ‘ : A Followlng are reports on some of the Trading Com- .
Ty T ottt ¥ vt T 77 pany's vessels Capt.”Harry “Andrews arrives home yester-
L S . day with 850 on board.. Capt. George Blackwood has about
o o - 1600 qtls., Capts. Charlic Blackwood and Peter Blackwood - . . . S S
“" -~ - " have about 500 gtls. each, Capt. Wm. Rote. Spurreld has' - < - . . 00 S
o . _ - 000 qtls. .Capt, Wm, Hyne:hlschqtls.and Capt. Den I P A A PR A
soroere s o1 Hynes hes about-1,000 qils. ‘Capt. Nathan Spurrell has - . . - 7 0 b
S -bontGOOqtlx. and Cant. Stanford has 900" qtls: and is A 1
‘ ol .. ehroute home.” Capt. Malcolm . Rogers Is home ‘with 600 T N T
S e . qtis.-and about a month aro ‘Capt. Robert Bannister had.. T
e T S betwecn soo-ndeocqn; Other uompanyve&acls have not R L i
o , . . None of the :chonnm from 5. W. Miffiin's firm- Imre ' Ca
S oo .- been reported except Clpt Pickett, who has In the vldnlly :
L ol 500 qtls. - A T
e e Reports of other ve:seh tell of Cnnl Ned Bllckwéod e N VPR SR
ke T A L . .wnhmOnln. Caot. Stead withS(I)qlls.andCapt Janes o T
o e S olHlnanvllhswqtls : . ' '
- ' L . It is also reported that the Flar: Ishnd schoonen o

A Lo "averaged only 300 qtls., whilg of the fourteen vessels that
>+ .. -7 ‘walled from ihe Labrador. with Capr. Peters, - the " averaye . -
: : Lo catch was not up to thc L) qtl mnrk : o] .
Ve . N B .
3 BT I - . 5
. t . v . ,' . N L. ":
i § . . / r "'.:
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: - The GO\;emm_ent has fixed the niln'lmum -pfi::'c _ 0! o
Labrador fish at §5.00 per qil. with price differences for

other grades of Labrados fish corresponding to last year's -
scale and the 1840 Fisheries Assistance Act, KRR
Small Maderia is guaranteed at $6.00 per gtl. with other -

) " grades of shore Tish at a scale corresponding to last year.

. The guarantee applics to fish that may be sold, but drcs’

. not applv_to surplus stocks which may be left on the . -
suppliers" hands, - - . . : |

The Government -wl_ll.-lev‘y' 50 cents per qﬂ.' on all fish -

R exported, as'a fund to stand apainst possibl losscs sustaincy) -
under the guarantce sysiem. Should‘thicre be  monies Icft . .

over the Government will return 75 per cent of such monies -

. tothe fishermen in the form of 2 bonus, while the rematning: |
25 ver cent. will ke held'in rcserve to financc a guarantee

' _in.the future.. - )

* We think that'the guaﬁntecd ptli:c of 85._00 per-inl. for

T“l.ibra,'clor fish is a substantial improvement over Jast year's
L3.5C in spite of the tdvanced cost of sapplies.’ Romly N

§3.50 per qil. last. year would b about the same as $4.50 this

"+ -vear, thus at the present ruaranteed price the fisherman is .-
~ S0cents per qil. betteroff. - - 7 S

0 "

. The Fishermen’s Advocate =
' ;iP’.C')RT."UNION." NFLD., FRIDAY, JLNE 29 11’

_Government - Guiarantees
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! ' ' THE DEPARTURE OF OUR LABRADOR L OF tite years ﬁie fish appewr to Do ’

'FLEET. ../,
. Tue favorable clmno-e of wind wlmh i
_took place the early part of the week
< has enablod our Liabtador fleet to take .
their depmfure for the ‘scone of their
gummer’s avoeation. It has often becu
: remu.rkeJ. by many, better conversant
with the subject than we ave, that too - -

forsnkmn- mody of their former places of
*resort and have to be sotight after in

the more extremo northern portions,

‘of the ‘coast, many of tho craft having

to go ‘down some ‘six or eight hundyr ed
" miles. - . For this purpose owr merch-

ants have “supplied -their pln.ntcrsmth

& class of craft spccmlly adapted for -

SIS et e e

* much of the early part of the spring’

gmemlly elapses , befote our “people
make the necessary preparation for en-
\zing in the prosecution of the fishery..

This, however, mny not apply so much '

to the people in this direction as to
those. Tesiding. in the more southern
settlements.
gvery season considerable quantities of

It is o fact, that almost

the reqmrements of the frade, so that the
precarious enterprise in. “}uch they are -

- engagod ‘may be more successfully -

'prosecuted Our merchants here have - .
supplied Iargely for the ﬁ~hene§kﬂus
senson. Ve earnestly hope that the

* precuniary results of. the enterprise may

be such as to fully rcmunerate them for
/the very large amont of capital which

. ‘ice are upon the coast until lutejin the  they have m\ested for the gootl of our 3
W spring, so that when an-effort 13 made = people and the colony gcuemlly ' £
' on the part of thosa interested to start: Since the friends have left in pursuit
early » good deal.of ice is sometimes ~ of their business the activity which has
. encountered with, and the delay’ thus . *characterised our quiet Little towu. for " «
" incurred is very often. longer and the some weeks since, has somewhat abated. ) . S
expenses greater than, if they Lad not Now that the busy seasen i3 passed N Y
left for some time after.” Ovwing to the  let us hope;that our young athletic ' R '
prevalence of north-east winds during . sportmen way devise some means of
the past few wecks,vit is feared that  récreatio in order that the monotony -
‘ " even up to this late date the icc will - " so peculiar to smnllpr towns may, to )
"terfere with their getting to the Labra< - some_extent, be enlivencd. _ . 3
0 dor ‘coast in “time to--be ready for - o — o T S,
" operations when the fish strike in.  As ' ' ' . H
C . _ " theseason is ‘so far advanced we. trust ' '
S -+ . that there may be no hindrancein their - i
course to cause further delay so that )
should the fish not have made theiv. ap- o R g
‘ penrance before arriving, they maybeim~ .o C Ty
time to reap d plentiful harvest and be U R ' 1
- permitted to return after @ short'ab- - 7 3
" ; sence well laden with the treasures of - ¢ " p
the deep . _ ; -
| ) : - . . o A
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D. JAMES DAVIES. | . . S S . ST. JOMN'S,

" Honmi F.C,Alderdice, e
.. Prime- Minister, R _ Lo S

e o The building would be g big, plain wooden

‘Dear.Mr; Alderdice.

up a Curing ‘Station on the Coast of Labrador with many of-the
: Labrador skippers mow in St. John's, I intend to interview
. -many moré of them as they arrive with theéir fish.. Those. tha
I have met already are very - muoh in favour of, the idead :

.devoted to. actual. fishing is. just one month or less out of"
. the year,..Having bbtained their full loads, they start for
'gtheir homes to. make their fish ' .

'central place on .the coast, the.first fiill loads could be - I[f' .
" tgken to the Station.and sold as wet-salted, &nd the floaters o
_ could then, proceed once ‘more-to the fishing grounds and bring - -

- present time, - In this way the present Labrador catch could.

" be very conslderably increased, -evehn with the present equlpment
. and personnel. .

'being brought to the Statlon, a good deal could be sent to

., ." N - | P o . : N . !1‘0
- THE” SALT CODFBH EXPOR?N“ON:BOARDm :

, ¢ BEWFOUNDLAND . ¥ . -

&

. g _"” -Octohzgiigth,i933

. . . . T P . ’
fJ - ' ' ' R o I
.-, O \ *

a

e I haye discussed the advantages of. setting

' 3 Floaters on. the Labrador often ‘zet their’
full load of fish before the-end of July, so that the time

If there was a Curlng tation at some

their second loads home for .curing, as they are ‘doing.at the.

The Curing Station would. haye to be situated

at a place where the necessary labour is, available, such as

somewhere. in .the vicinity ‘of Battle Harbour. The  f£ish could

. be stored in the Station in salt-bulk until’ about the 25th e
,-of August when curing could be started D , R U A

I,. .
-

If too plentlful a supply of’ fish were . - < %?

the Markets as-wet-salted_ and washed and-pressed, packed in
bales ‘of one quintal . , , ' S

-/—‘_.

L . D .
_ - =

L s ._._,.:'_, e \_’_’__ L L oo ) LI

E . . " : o S i s
- . ST e - A . . L . A , e g ettt D RN PP
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. f -7 . .. Hon, FiC,Alderdice, Prime Minister. ' . . g
) P : . . - I' - - ! : ) N . . I3 t ) " ' ""’.
. S .
‘S 4 _

- CONTINUED SHEET 2. '

K . , T o ol :
e u‘_structure, preferably with concrete floor. A .plentiful : s

' - @ . ' supply of running water is ‘essential. Down the centre of the
.- building -there should be ‘large tubs of running water and a =

.. rail in front.' On the other side of the rail, and opposite .
. 'each’ tub there should be a wooden draining .box to receive the-
. “fish’ after washing and each fish ‘should be examined before B

o 'being taken in: to the fish piles. 'ﬂ., N , i P

1 R ’ A separate Warehouse should be bullt for the‘-,, A
' -\storage of the Cured fish. - A space should be set aside in . -

; '1-~Q\Z.nthe\?arehouse for the storage of wire flakes. S , S

' R Material for the building of “the Statlon
ﬂ;should be in readiness, and should be taken to the nelghbour-; CE
“~hood of Battle Harbour, &s soon as.navigation opens.. The S n ;
‘Curing Station should be ready for the fish by. the end of S RS
. _.‘*'July. Lo ) _
N o awoid too- much handling, and to réduce RN
3 T o expenses, the fish, whether in casks or bulk," should be S -

n_sent dlrect to. the Markets from the Station: - o L i

I 2R "I am writ you about this matter as I°
B R ;want to keep the erection of a Curing Station a live subject.- "
A ‘It may be. better to await the Report of the Royal Commission i

" before going into details, but in, :the meantime I intend to A
keep interviewing the skippers-and p0351bly l may - bring it Coe
-*before my Advisory Committee., : . ~ I

Yours sincerely,<,

DJ/D/WMM e Chsivmans -

A IR
.. . o kY
. . 1l . o .
' T P
- e _ .
N oL Lo T
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o T s . s 1&2
P O October 27th 1933. ’

|- 9 / Deaer Davies,

Although we have discussed the subject matter -of your letter‘ ',-' .

oL

¥ e = of the' 18th instant I have not formerly acknowledged 1ts

ch rece:n.pt and this I am now. don_ng.

I am, very much 1n favour oi‘ the setting up. of a Guring ' |

R Statlon or Stations on the coast of Labrador and should be

B - mueh obliged 1" you vould obtain from Labrador Skippers

3 SR ‘as they visit St. John's all the :mformation possible and Lo .'5{-1.
) ' get their 1deas as t‘o the' practieeabllity of the scheme and,

1oAY

11‘ faVOurable to :Lt the best location for the erect:n.on of

.'.’“‘“ff."' - .'- T
€

P T T

B e '- \' i &mh a station. .: L

’

A

- It would be advisable also for you!to find out what material

STy

o]

- wouldbe requ:Lred for the erectlon of the station 50 that \

SNy L

o _ during the winter months ve. might arrange for dole rec:Lpients .'./

A%

to prepare :Lt for shipment to Labrador next Spring. a

¥
Tidad,

TR A AERRS ST

[
-

Doubtless by this time you have had Mr. Stone's opinlon of

;" your suggestion and I feel very sure that he would ‘be inclined
N A -:‘ to view the proposition with favour. o - “
o i

- LR FC Mderdice /v 0 gt

S DJ. Davies Esq., C.B B.. e
T ) . ) ; Chalrma]l ! o ‘ :‘ '

B RS = . Salt Codfish Fbcportation Board
BRI City‘.

L . . ‘
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~/-/,,/" . MBAD OFFICE: ST.‘.JO‘HN'S. NEWFOUNDLAND
IuAm:N ornc- 0 -0 ! __;. “ L N LT
- Mon‘rnEAk CANADA . - L )

. :'Nbverdbei"2'6,- 1919, )

Lo (COPY)
S Minister of Marine and Fisheries
SC I T Y :
5 _Dear Sir:- _ o - ,
o We beg to apply for licence, or- permit to _' S

ship the i‘ollowing quantity of #l Labrador Fish.

.','zboo quintals for Liverpiol — - - - . .-
50 ’“ - " London N -

To the best of our knowledge th::_s fish is

Cs’ for consumption in England and was sold when Labrador - "

- f‘*‘&’ Fish was practically unsalesble here in the narket ah
;o @8 00 per. quintal. e _ ) ‘

'_ \) S ' We have’ asked the Furness Withy Company to

S rve ‘space for this amount. to go forward by ~the .
e gby". If you will not grant us a permit we would
ST respectfully ask that you advise us immediately to en-
able us to. make arrangements to: send 1t by .a sailing.:
. vessel,. sailing for the Mediterranean next- week, this .
would -allow us a very-short time to wire _the people in
: ].b,-_ England to whom we sold the fish

: . We may add that one 1ot of this fish ‘Wasg sold LT

: I‘or 58/ c.i.f. Liverpool, credit was opened here at. the o
Bank . for 'same, The other lot. was sold for 56/6 c.i. f‘
Liverpool, .Cash against Documents..

. o A reply_zat you_r earliest conven::.ence will ob-—‘
_ | " ) §ours truly, _ ‘
U TR NEWFOUNDLAND ATLANTIC FISHERIES L

..._' . '.".4 Lo “'T“ - .T\"\ o l .' " | . .

B g

Lo, S
i

NEWFOUNDLAND : ATLANTIC FISHERIES, LIMITED, . =

Y
n
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, NEWFOUNDLAND ATLANTIG FlSHERlﬂS. LIMITED-
a Hew Ornccx ST. JOHN s NEWFOUNDLAND :' s -
shAE N on; . : R R S ’ f‘i I - ) o -

| MONTREAL., CANADA. . ' - December Jr)+,' ‘1919'

“Hon. R. A. Squires K. C-.,'

e "Prime Minister,:
ML U8t John's— Newfoundland. R
Dear SJ.I"-_‘.I C L L o \

In October I sold 2 OOO quintals babrador Fish

S A to a i‘irm in liverpool,.and 1, OOO quintals to a firm in-

London, ' The one . thousand quintals was sold e.di.f. Liver-: g*

pool, -cash ‘against documents, Five hundred and fifty of. .

‘the one thbusand:went forward by the "Sachem"j this left

a balance of four hundred-and. ninety casks, for vhich I

-had space booked on the. "Digby"." Under. the new regulat-

-ions brought into force by the new Minister of Marine and -
~ Fisheries I was not alloved to ship unless guarantees were:

given that the fish would not be sold u.nder a certain prlce,
. or not re- exported from’ England. ,

6€ -

‘ I am enclosmg copy of letter written to the Min- S
ister of Marine and Fisheries, and. the same was written -to

the Minister of Shipping the same date, November 261:,11.

I received the: following message from the Firm to'

ST whom I had 1o ship ninety (90) casks:-

.+ WGHIP BA].,A.NC,E CODFISH QUICKLY SOLD TO ;
5 ENGLISH BUYERS“ L , .
. I can ship this, only, if I guarantee that this
_:will not be. re- exported and 4f this firm, in spite of the :
: ‘mess age sent me,  re- exports this fish I shall. lose my licen-
SLovo . se, But to keep up'my part of the contract “and to take -

part of the space reserved. by the Furness Withy Company, :I;_-
am taking this chance. S , -

seont.

et O R
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. s The other f:l_rm to’ whom I had to qhip four hun— N L 2

C ':,‘dred (l+00) casks wired me:: . - | . A
e "w;z NOW CANCEL ORDIR' CAldNQT GUARANTEE - o R i
o " CONSUMPTION IN ENGLAKD™,™ - L SRR

' .',",'- . This made it impossible for me to ship by the | o \" ?
. : “Digby“, and as'it is imperative that I get some of the g

. fish away I immediately had to make arrangements, as per . T S
my letter to them of November 26th, to get what I could ~ .. = -
on board- ‘the- "Stella“ before she was completely booked L

o upo ) ) 8 . . ‘ -.. ) o . ._-' oo

-

\ “ 0 I now find that the Furness Withy Company are ex- .
~ pecting me to take the space that I applied for, ‘and that. . -
the Marihe and Fisheries has notified them -that I only ap- - - ;
-‘plied for 2 permit “Tor ninety (90)'casks. E s I ¢

: : Before booking the space on the "Stella" I'saw. the

' Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries, the Minister of

' Shipping, Mr. Bert Job, and others. I explained the whole - -
matter to them, and. showed the Minister of Marine and Fish- 3

, eries Department my- message. )

) R

-

%l
, : ' - N 21
: You can appreciate my position, but ' if the Govern- . o b
’ ment steps in.and -will not allow me to teke space that I S ¥
had filled, unless giving guarantees which is utterly im- - ’
" possible in the face of the niessages ~that' I have quoted I~ ~ -
think it is only fair that they should be ealled upon to
make up any deficit with the carriers, due to the sti‘ir*g-
. ent measures’ that they have put into force. f
i
N

L I had this fish sold "Cash against Documents" and

; would have had ny money as soon as the fish was shipped B
... To try to.comply with the new regulations I have shipped. . .7 ¥
" “this on consignment , now to. find that I may he held respons- .

ible for the- freight space that the Government w:Lll not al- :

1ow§e tofill,” - | o
L L | You will pa.rc\on mne for bringlng this under your S R I
special notice but in th:Ls case if I had to have more fish S <

1

- eont;

. - . . . .
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- Confidentddl. . 2 November 1914 S
VL EERE R His Excellency | SRR e

. .. TR 0 . - - »"' ﬂ ..
/ S L The Governor. - ' iF

".',f IR A '. It occurred to me that it WOuJ.d beprobably worth
5 . '~.( while asking ‘ohe au'bhorities in England whether thef

: would not be prepared to buar some of our salted fisn
: 'whic'h' eould 'be delivered m England now a"t a rate i |
/ - '. . considerably 1ess I think than the food they are nov 1
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feeding the German prisoners on. '

- I enclose you ?me figures in this report

S which /have been supplied me by Hon: w C. Job. o .
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( ;‘ / SR = A St.yJ’ohn!s,' |
" ﬁEWF‘OUNDLgﬁI'); LT | G _" L November 1914
‘ '. I have the hono_q._x_z to annex copies of
. 3 :'--correspondences on the sof)?eot of the supply of salt
) : - »'.:f.‘ish from Newfoundland to the Navy and Army on active
| o : l_Service. : It is a nutritious article of diet, a
' o 4';'popular with the men, 1t was largely used :Ln the
- — ‘7\ - " '.'t-”.Pen:Lnsula War iri feeding our troops in. Sbairv and _
° . S - the present price for Labrador fish is v‘ery\e.asonabile.l'. e
S ’ ) I have the honour to be,
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. Sir, o
. - ' "I_o‘ur. mo’st obed_ier-xt,"',

'l'mn'l'bl'e-./ sei'v:ent,;
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The Right Honourable,_ ' .
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BOuUND NORTH TO THE LABRADOR COAST

The Fleet on *

The Labrador”

BY NORMAN DUNCAN

. IHHE Labrador” is a forbidding
coast, indeed—naked, rugged, des-
. olate, lying sombre in a mist.
It is of weather-worn gray rock, broken
at intervals by long ribs of black. In
part it iz low and ragged, slowly rising,
by way of bare slopes and starved forest,
to broken mountain ranges, which lie
blue and bold in the inland waste. Else-
where it rears from the edge of the sea
in stupendous ecliffs and lofty, rugged
hills. There is no inviting streteh of
shore the length of it—mno sandy beach,
no line of shingle, no grassy bank; the
sea washes a thousand miles of jagged
rock. Were it not for the harbors—in-
numerable and snugly sheltered from the
winds and ground-swell of the open—
there would be no navigating the waters
of that region.
The Straits Shore, along which the
great ships steam a mnervous course, 1S

‘buoyed, lighted, minutely charted. The

reefs and currents and tickles® and har-
bors are all known. A northeast gale, to
be sure, raises a commotion in those
parts, and fog and drift-ice add some-
thing to the chance of disaster; but, as
they say, from one peril there are two

‘ways of escape to three sheltered places.

The schooners ride at anchor with harbor
near at hand; while the gales are brew-
ing, they fly to shelter. Thereabouts,
fishing is dull toil, without adventure
apart from the routine of danger—mere
familiar peril, which is not adventure,
properly speaking, at all.

“ No, zur,” say the skippers; ¢ this
ain’t nothin’ but hard work!”

To the north, however, where the Lab-
rador fleet goes to fish, the coast is best
sailed on the plan of the skipper of the

*A *tickle” is a narrow passage to a
harbor or between two islands.
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old Twelve Brothers. Said he, “ You
don’t cotehi me meddlin’® with ne land!™
Past the Dead Islands, Snug llarbor,
Domino Run, Devil's Lookout and the
Quaker’s Hat—beyond Johuny Paul's
Rock aud the Wolves, Sandwich Bay,
Tumble-down Dick, Indian ITarbor, aud
the White Cockade—past Cape Tlarrigan,
the IFarmyard Islands and the 1len and
Chickens—far north to the great, cragey
hills and strange peoples of Kikkertad-
soak, Scoralik, Tunnulusoal, Nain, Okak,
and, at last, to Cape Chidley itself—
northward, every crooked mile of the
way baold headlands, low outlying islands,
sunken reefs, tides, fogs, great winds
and snow malke hard sailing of it.

Tt is an evil coast, ill-charted where
charted at all; some part of the present-
day map 1is based
upon the guesswork

clad, dripping tlhie spray of the night'’s
aale from beavd and sou’wester, with his
feet on a wet deck, his fish dey below, and
his big bow anchor gripping the bottoin
of the home port.

That’s the man—that's the moment—
to stir the deeps of the heart of Davy
Roth o Whalchack Harbor in Bonavist’
Bay! Can the skipper say no more than,
< Oh, T 1su't been down no further u In-
dian,” he i3 a connuonplace fellow, how-
ever lucly with the fish; can he answer,
with brizk pride, © llow far dewn I been?
Mugford, zur!” he earns scme measure
of respect; but let him once boast, ¢ Oh,
I been t° Chidley!’ and he can do mo
more—win no more. 1he man who has
sailed his schooner iuto the marvellous
harbors of the far north—the man who
has set eyes on the
dark, dumpy little

of the ecighteenth-
century navigators.
The skippers of the
fishing-craft sail by
guess and hearsay,
by recollection and
old rhymes: a hero-
ic voyage, ventured
every summer, for,
sake of the cod to
be caught.

In the thousand
harbors of New-
foundland, whence,
in the spring, the
fleet sails north—
twenty-five thousand
stout fellows in little
ships—there sounds g
call to this adven-
ture. Granted only
that the heart of the

women  who  wear
sealskin trousers, and
carry babies on their
backs — is the man
for Davy Roth o’ Bo-
navist’ Bay. Aside
from that, to have
cone amd come again
—to have taken salt
into strange seas and
to have brought forth
fish —is the inecom-
parable achievement;
and you may be sure
that Davy knows it
well enough. Says
he, in his heart: € I'l]
do that when I'm
growed up; 'n’ I 'low
Tl go further ’n
he done—oncet I'm
growed up !

On winter nights,

man is true, he
hears a call — per-
suasive, insistent, in-
evitable: it is real
as a bugle note. The lads’ hero is the
skipper who knows the waters “ off Chid-
ley "—some weather-beaten old fellow,
thick and broad about the chest and lanky
below, long-armed, hammer-fisted, with a
frowzy beard, bushy brows, and clear
blue eyes which are strong and quick to
look. He is most glorious when in from
the Labrador, still sea-booted, oilskin-

NORTHWARD WITH

the  lad  gives ear
to long tales of far-
away harbors and
queer folk. Of such
are those which begin: “ Well, ’twas
the wonderfullest gale o wind you
ever seed —snowin’ an’ blowin’, with
the sea in mountains, an’ it as black
as a wolf’s throat—an’ we was some-
wheres off Cape DMugford. She were
drivin® fair with a nor'east gale, with the
shore somewheres handy t’ 'eward. But,
look! nar a one of us knowed where she

A FAIR WinND
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the harbor side
—are hurried
to completion.
The old eraft
—the weather-
beaten, ragged
old craft, which,
it may be, have
dodged the
reefs and out-
lived the gales
of forty sea-
sons — are fit-
ted with new
spars, patched
with new can-
vas and rope,
calked anew,
daubed anew,
and, thus re-
fitted, float
brave enough
on the quiet
harbor water.
There 1is no
end to the bus-
tle of labor on
ships and nets
—no end to
the clatter of
planning. From
the skipper of
the ten - ton

A " BuLLY BOAT” TURNED INTO

were to, ’less ’twas in the thick o’ the
Thirty Devil Reefs. . . > To this he
listens with wide-open eyes and mouth
and ears, from his corner by tke glowing
stove; and says he, to himself, “I ’low
I’d know where she were to, an I were
skipper o’ she!”

Just so, no doubt, the Secandinavian
lads of a thousand years ago were moved
by tales told o’ winter nights.

In the early spring — when the sun-
light is yellow and the warm winds blow
and the melting snow drips over the cliffs
and runs in little rivulets from the barren
hills—in the harbors of all the coast the
great fleet is made ready for the long
adventure. The rocks echo the noise of
hammer and saw and mallet and the song
and shout of the workers. The new
schooners—building the winter long at

A DWELLING

First Venture,
who sails with
a crew of sons
bred for the purpose, to the powerful deal-
er who supplies on shares a fleet of seven-
teen fore-and-afters manned from the har-
bors of a great bay, there is hope in the
hearts of all. Whatever the last season,
every man is to make a good * voyage”
now. This season—this season—there is
to be fish a-plenty on the Labrador!

The future is bright as the new spring
days. Aunt Matilda is to have a bonnet
with feathers — when Skipper Thomas
gets home from the Labrador. Little
Johnny Tatt, he of the crooked back, is
to know again the virtue of Pike’s Pain
Compound, at a dollar a bottle, warranted
to cure—when daddy gets home from the
Labrador. Skipper Bill’s Lizzie, plump,
blushing, merry - eyed, is to wed Jack
Lute o> Burnt Arm—when Jack comes
back from the Labrador. Ewery man’s
heart, and, indeed, most men’s fortunes,
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ON THE DECK OF THE MalL-Boar

are in the venture. The man who has
nothing has yet the labor of his hands.
Be he skipper, there is one to back his
skill and honesty; be he hand, there is no
lack of berths to choose from. Skippers
stand upon their record and schooners
upon their reputation; it’s take your
choice, for the hands are not too many:
the skippers are timid or bold, as God
made them; the schooners are lucky or
not, as Fate determines. Every man has
his chance. John Smith o’ Twillingate
provisions the Lucky Queen and gives
her to the penniless Skipper Jim o’ Yel-
low Tickle on shares. Old Tom Tatter o’
Salmon Cove, with plea and argument,
persuades the Four Arms trader to trust
him once again with the Busy Bee. He’ll
get the fish this time. Nar a doubt of it!
He’ll be home in August—this year—
loaded to the gunwale. God knows who
pays the cash when the fish fail! God
knows how the folk survive the disap-
pointment! It is a great lottery of
hope and fortune.

When, at last, word comes south that

the ice is clearing from the coast, the ves-
sels spread their little wings to the first
favoring winds; and in a week —two
weeks or three—the last of the Labrador-
men have gone “ down north.”” The way
12 spread with dangers—the perils of ice
and wind and rveef and black fog. These
are infinitely strong: the craft are tiny
before them; but the hearts of the men
are greater far than the toil and peril of
the way. Iittle ships, indeed, they are—
not great vessels, with a towering spread
of canvas, whose security is in open
water; the Labrador fleet is a fleet of
doughty schooners—a white cloud of sail
whose eseape 1s into harbor. DMast .are
little more than open boats: you must
stoop-when-you enter‘th_‘re‘_f'c;il'_me_*c'ﬁﬁ
stand-en the rail and15ck them; they are
of-ten—tons burden, of twenty, thirty,
fifty;-rarely ot eighty or-a humdred; and
most are satled by the handsthat builded
them-in-the harbors-fromrwhich they tail.

It makes a man’s heart swellband-flutter
to watch them dig their noses into the
swelling seas—to see them heel and leap
and make the white dust fly—to feel the
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- rush of the wet wind tlmt drives t.hem,
- and'to hear the swish of the'frothy waste -

they toss upén—to.-know that the gray-
path of a thousand miles is every league .

oo of the-way beset with peril. Brave croft,
these=~brave hearts to-sail- them| Hope-

. - . ful hearts they- carry—sad ‘hearts they
leave behind, The man who looks on

.turns. to the suddy coast, lying low ahd -

murky mght creepmg in from the open
sea;-and it' may be that the.'sighs, -and -
. mghs again, while he watches the dnvmg
', .. - ~mist obscure the fleet behigd.
: '+ The gusts and great waves of open:
water—of the free, wxde sea, 1 mean, :
ovér-which a ship may safely drive while
_'the weather exhausts-its evil mood—are

. menace enough for the stoutest heart. -
Bu} the_voyage of the Labrador fleet is
inshare — a ' winding .course among ‘the
islands, ‘or ‘a atraight orie from ﬁeudlnnd
to headland, of & coast off which reefs lie -

" thiek? low-lymg, jogged . ledges, -washed
by the sea in heavy weather; barren hills,
-rising abruptly——and all iSolated—from
safe water; sunken tocks, disclased, upon

* approach, only by the green swirl above
- ) them.
: everywhere, hidden.and disclosed. They

‘lie' in the mouths of harbors, they lie close

to the coast, they lie offshore; they run

twenty miles out to séa. FHere is no plain
sailing; thé.skipper must be sure of the

.+ ' way—or choose it gingerly: else the hid-
-+ den rock will inevitably # pick him up.” .

o . To know the submerged rocks of one
harbor and the meighboring coast, ‘how-
o “ . gver evil the place, is small accomnplish-
¥ ment, The Newfoundland lad of seven
o years would count himself -his  father'’s

shame if he failed jn so little." High tide -

and low tide, quiet sea and heavy swell,

" he will know where he can take the punt -

~—the depth ‘of water, to. an inch, whmh

overlies -the danger spotd. But, here - are

. a hundred harboré~a thousand miler of

, .. comst—with reefs and islands scattered
- " 'Tike dust the length of it. The Labrador
Ce akipper must. know it all Jike his own
back yard—not in sunny weather alone,

.~ but in the*night, when the headlands are

" like black cloyds ghesd, and in the mist,

. when the noine of ‘brenkers tells him all

4. """ . that he may know of his whereabouts. A
. " .flash of white in the gray distance, a thud"

- ¢ .
- . N »

. black in the west—and to the leaden, ice-
. strewn sens of. ‘the north—and to the

Countless they are —acattered

and awish f{om a hidden place: t.he one is .
his beacon, the other his fog-horn. It.i 8,
enough; he crnwls into harbor. | . ..5.
You may’ ‘chart rocks, and beware of-.
them; but—it is' & proverb on the coast—".
“theres no chart for icebergs’: . The
‘Labrador current is charged with them-— .
“hard, dead-white . glacier ice from . the.
Arctic: massive bergs, mnnmernble, all,
‘thé while shifting’ with tide and euneut
and ind. ‘What . with floea’ and bergs— o :
vnat fields of dnft-xce—the .way northl' S
in the spnng is most. penlous. The a]up- T
pers are in haste to make theu- berths.:a
it 16 a race from the south for best places;
‘they push’on—push into the thick of the.’
ice—long before the’ coast’ is “clear.of the
‘first of the’ drift. The same- berg&—
‘widely scattered; diminished in number,
dwarfed by the milder climate — give
_the ‘transatlantic. passenger evil dreams:
" somewhere in'the night, somewhere in the
mist, thinks he,  they may lie; and he )
shudders. The skipper of the Labrndﬁ\\/
schooner ‘knows that. they lie .thick
around him: there is no surmise; when . o
the. night fell, whén ‘the fog closed in, o
there were a hundred to be counted from ' cr
- the masthead. :
Violent winds are always to be feared . ;
—aswift, overwhelming hurricanes: winds - )
that 'mtch the fleet' unaware and wreck it ‘
_in a night. They are not:frequent; but
they do blow—will again blow, no man
can tell when. ' In such a gale, forty Ves-
.sels were driven on a lee shore; in.an- ' . .
other, eighty were wrecked overnight— . (
two thousend fishermen ecast, away, the . . - i
const littered with splinters of. ships—
aﬁd once” (it is but an incidént), 'a o 3
schooner waa torn from her anchors and e e
flung on the rocks forty fett above the '
high-water mark.. These are exeeptxonal
storms; thé common Lebrador gale is not
£0. vxolent but’evil enough in-its own = RS
way, It ia a northeaster, of which the : -
barometel; more often than not gives fair o
wm'nmg, doy after day it blows, cold, . "
wet, : foggy, dispiriting, .anreasmg in Y
violence, subsiding, retnmmg again, un-
til courage and strength are both worn
out, Meantime, it stira up the sea; the
waves break . over mln.nds thirty feet
high, and 1enp ﬁfty feet up the sxdes of
t.he precipices. - -
. Reefs, drift-ice, wmd nnd sea—and
_over all the fog. thick, mde-sprend per-
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violently,

'zur, 8s you might think. Down this wpy,

sistent, swift in coming, mystérious in |

'movement, it compounds the dangers.
It blinds men—they curse -it, while they
grope along: a desperate business, in-

+ deed, thus to run by guess where positive .

knowledge- of the way nerely mit'igates
the peril. - There are days when the fog

- hes like a thick blauket on the faca of the

sed, hiding the hend-sails from the max
‘at the wheel; it is mght on deck, and

broad day—with the sun in a blue sky-— "

_at the masthend ; the schooner-is steered
by a man aloft. The Alweys Loaded;
gixty tons and bound home with'a Cargo’
“that did honor to her name, struck one.
of the ‘outlying islands.go suddenly, so
that "the lookout. in the bow,
who bad been peering into the mist, was
pitched headlong ‘into .the ‘surf. The
Daughter, running blind with a: fair,
light‘ wind—she had been lost for a day—

" ran full tilt into a cliff; the men ran for-

ward from the sogzy. g]oom of the after-

" deck into--bright sunshine at the bowl
- It is the fog that Wrécks ships, “Oh, 1

.says the ‘castaway
- Why, sure, ’twas\

‘runned her ashore,”
- gkipper.  “Thick?
thick - ;
when they cin, which is seldom; they are .

not afraid of 'wind and sea, but there -

-are times'when they shake in théir sea-

.ofharbﬁ‘

. ‘boots, if the b]nck fog catcht\them out

At Indlan Harbor I went uhonrd the '

schooner J ally Crew. I\;was & raw, foggy

. day, thh a.fresh northeast gale blowing,.

and a hlgh sea yunning outsi e\thc
~harbor. ' They were sphmngmﬁsh o
deck; the skiff was just in from ‘the trap
——she ‘was still wet with-spray. g
“‘,I sails ‘'with ‘'me sons an’ gran’sons,
zur,” said the skipper, smiljng.

He did ot mean' that He was proud
of his age and strength—glad that he was,
still nble “ 1" be at the fishin’/ "

“'Pis a wonder you ve lived through it ..

all? said I,
¢ He laughed."
" asked.
““ Many’s the shxp wrecked on thns'
coast,” I answered.
“Oh no, zur,” said he; ¢ not 80 maﬂy,

. “An’ why, zuri” he

zur, we knows howt’ sail P’

" Vor OVIIE—Nb. 848.—107 <
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S0 men hate it, fearit, avoid it .

“ Sure, -
Ibea old feller t’ be down the Labrador, :
len’'t I, zur®” -

e ;_...1_57

.

“TBE FLEET ON “THE LABRADOR» asf,

That -was - a_ suceinct, explzmatlon of
very much ~tlm‘.\1ad puzzled me.
“Ah, well,” said 1, “’tis a-bard. life.”
“Hard? ho ﬂsl\ed doubtfully. . * °

T Yes I nnswered “itig o hard hfe—'

the ﬁshm’ ”

”

“Oh .no, &i said he, quletly, look-.
ing up - fromy HLwork (OTis Just—

just h'fe »”

..—.:-;’a M

’lhe_y do, mdced know how “t. gail.” |
The Newfoundland governmont, niggard- -

Iy’ and utterly, mdependuble when - the
good of the fisheffolk is concerned of

“whatever complexion the govermnent may

chance to be, but, prodigal to an extraor-

dmury degree when individual Belf-mtel'- _
-ests are at stake—this is a delicate way
‘of puttmg an’ unpleasant truth,—keeps”

no light Burning beyond the Strait of
Belle Tslo; the best it does, T' believe, in

o’ gwe \vrecked gesmen free possage .
home. )
stences, 1m0 seamen, save Newfoundland-‘:

" Uttder these diffieult circum-

crs, who are the most skilful and cou-

-rageous of all, could sail that codst: and,
they only becnuse they are born to follow )

the sea—there is mo escape for them-—

and are bred to smlmg from their ear--

liest years. ‘

“What you gomg to be when you grow
upt”’ 1 once asked a lad on tha fnr north-
enst ‘coast.

He looked at me in vast astomshﬁfemt '

“What you going tq ba, whnt you going
to do, e ‘repeated, “ when you grow up?’

/Still he. d;d not: comprehend
he said. -

“ What you gomg to work at,” said I,
in despération, * when you're a man {”

“Oh, ‘zur,” he answered, understand-
mg at last, “I. isn t clever enough t' be
a parsonl”

And =0 it went thhout saying that he .

was to fish for a living! It is no wonder,

then, that the skippers' of the fleet know.
The remarkable quality.
-of the seu—captmns who come from among

“how' t’ sail.”
theln - jmpressively attests the fact—not

only their quality as sailors, but a3 men
of spirit and proud eourage.

steamer into a-ticklish harbor of a thick,

-dark night, when’ everythmg is black
ahead and roundabout, steering only by- :
- the echo of the shlps whlstlel There 8 -

-
v T e b b om0 2 .
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There is .
* “one—now'a captain of a coastal boat on .
the Newfoundland shore~~who takes his -
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SCHOONERS AT ANCHOR IN THE FoG

another, a confident seaman, a bluff, high-
spirited fellow, who was once delayed by
bitter winter weather—an inky mnight,
with ice about, the snow flying, the
seas heavy with frost, the wind blow-
ing a gale.

“Where have you been?’ they asked
him, sarcastically, from the head office.

The captain had been on the bridge
all night.

“ Berry-picking,” was his laconic des-
patch in reply.

There is another—also the captain of a
coastal steamer—who thought it wise to
lie in harbor through a stormy night in
the early winter.

“What detains you?” came a message
from the head office.

“Tt is not a fit night for a vessel to be
at sea,” the captain replied; and there-
upon he turned in, believing the matter
to be at an end.

The captain had been concerned for
his vessel—mnot for his life; nor yet for
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his comfort. But the underling at the
head office misinterpreted the message.

“What do we pay you for?” he tele-
graphed.

So the eaptain took the ship out to sea.
Men say that she went out of commission
the next day, and that it cost the company
a thousand dollars to refit her.

It is to be remarked that a wreck
on the Labrador coast excites no wide
surprise. Never a season passes but
some schooners are cast away. But
that is merely the fortune of fishing:
the folkk are wused to expecting catas-
trophe; when it comes, they accept
it quietly. To the man from the south
the marvel is not that some arve lost, but
that many safely return. Wrecked folk,
of course, sorrow for the lost schooner;
but they appear not to be moved at all
by the happy issue which still leaves them
their lives. They complain of fate for
having robbed them of their schooner and
their season’s labor; it does not seem to
occur to them that they might with pro-
priety thank their lucky stars for having
granted them the delight of once again

setting their feet on solid ground. They
seem not to think of their lives; a fair
generalization would be that they ave
quite without thought of fear in so far as
life is concerned. It may be that habit,
if T may so ecall it, has dulled their sense of
peril. Not that they are wickedly callous,
not that they are contemptuous; merely
accustomed to the monotony of the thing.

Most men—TI hesitate to say all—have
been wrecked; every man, woman, and
child who has sailed the Labrador has
narrowly escaped, at least. The fashion
of that escape is sometimes almost in-
credible. There are times, in these wild
northern seas, when the man is but a
pyemy hefore the forces into the thick of
whose dread passion his ealling by chance
takes him. The schooner All's Well
(which is a fictitious name) was helpless
in the wind and sea and whirling snow
of a great blizzard. At dusk she was
driven inshore—mno man knew where.
Strange cliffs loomed in the snow ahead;
breakers—they were within stone’s throw
—Hflashed and thundered to port and star-
board; the ship was driving swiftly into
the surf. When she was fairly upon the
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rocks/ Skxpper Tohn; then ‘a haud ‘aboard
. (it was he who told me the story), ran

ﬁtted by all hands-—-the Lubmdormen can-
build & ship with an axe—and continued

. below-and tumbled into his bunk, believ- « her voynge

" ing it to be the better placs to drown in.
‘rWell ]ads," said he to the men'in the
forecastle, we _got. t’ go this time. " "Tis

" no’use goin’.on. ‘deck.” But the ship

"drove 'through a tickle no wider than.
" 'twice.her beam and came suddenly into *
the quiet water of-a harbor!‘

The Army Lass, bound north, was lost

“in the fog. They hove her to> All hands

)

" sea -was quiet.

_kitew _ that :she , Iy somewlxere near the
const.. ‘The skipper nceded » sight of the
. rocks—just a glimpse of some héadland”

©oor island—to pick the course. It was im-
' portant that.he should have it.

There
was ‘aw iceberg flonting near; it was mass-
ive: it  appeared to be swudy—nnd the.
From the top of 'it, he -
. thought (the. fog'was dense and seemed to -
e ]ymg' low), he might see far arid near.
‘His crew put him on' the ice with the
quarter-boat and ‘then hung off a bit. He
clambered up the side of the berg.”. Near-
the summit he had to cut his foothold
with an.axe. This was unfortunate; for
;be gave the great white mass one blow too
‘many. It split under his, feet. He fell
headlong into the widening crevnce. But
he was fpparently. not a whit the worse
for it “when his boat’s crew picked him up.

C L A schooner—IJet her be called the Good

" was wrecked in a flash: her jib-boom was

Fortune—runnmg through dense fog,
with a fmr, hxgh wind-'and -all sail set,
“struck ‘a “twin” iceberg bow on. She

rammed into’ her forecastle; her bows
were stove in; "her topmast snapped and
came . crashmg to the deck Then she’

" . fell away from the ice; wherpupon the

“wind caught her, tumed her about and

-~ drove her, stern foremost, into B narrow

. passage which lay between the two tower- -

‘ing sections of the “twin.” - She scraped
along, stnkmg the ite on either side; and

‘with every blow, down came- fragments
from above. “It rained chunks,” said

 the-old skipper who told me the atory.

“You, couldn’t tell, look! what minute

“you'd ~,get Imocked on the head.”, The

’fallmg Jjce’ made great havoc ‘with the
. deok-works the'boats were crushed; the
", “house” waa ‘stove in; the déck was lit-

mal_:_eshxft. s_a;la, zuade harbor, was Te-

 tered ‘with ice.

But the Good Fortune
‘drove safely through, .was rigged ,with

wou.

“A dunderhend 7 say the folk “can
cotch fish; but it takes a man t! find un.”
‘It i3 a ohnse, ‘and , as- the coast ‘proverb.
has it, “the fish have.no bells,” It is
estimated that there are. 7000 square

- miles of fishing-banks off the Labrador-

const: * There will be fish somewhere—not
everywhere not every man will “use his
salt ” (the schooners go north loaded with
salt for curing) or “ get his load.” In the:
“heginning — this is when ‘the ice first.
clears away-—there is a rnce for berths.’

‘It takes clever, reckless sailing and alert
- action to secure the best.
_of a skipper who by hard driving to wind-
;ward and good luck came first of all to a

favorable harbor, It was then mght and
his crew was weary, so he put off i runmng

out his trap-leader until.morning; but in |
"the. night the wind changed, and ‘when he

awoke' at dawn - there ‘were two other
schooners lying quietly at anchor near by
and the berths had been “ staked:” When
the-traps are down, there follows a period
“of. anxious waiting. Where are the fish?
There_are’ no telegraph -lines ..on that

.lconst The news must be spread by word °

'of mouth.. When, at last, it comes, there
is a. sudden change of plan—a w1]d rush-
to the more favored grounds.

It is in this’scramble that many a
skipper makes his great mistake. T was

. talking with a diseonsolate young fellow
_in a northern harbor where the fish. werée

running thick. The schooners were fost °

yloadmg, "but he had no berth, and was

doing but poorly with the passing days.
LEIET hadn’t=—if I only hadn’t—took
up me. trap. when T .did,” said ke, “Td
- been- londed ‘an’ oﬂ‘ home Sure, zur,
would you believe it? but I had thé berth
off ‘the point. - Off the point—the berth’
off the point!” he repeated, earnestly, his
eyes wide.
a great tfun o’ ﬁsh £ Cutthroat Tickle..
So I %ip with me trap, for I'd ‘been gettin’
nothin’; an’—an’—would you believe it1 -
but the man’ that put his down where 1
took mme ‘up ‘took’ 8 hundred qumtal*

A quintnl is, roughly a hundred pounds

One hundred qumtals of green fish are equal, <

rou%hly, to thirty of dry, which, at 83,
d mount to 390 R

- I am reminded. -

“ An’, look! I heers they’s '
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out o’ thnt,ljerth next mamm’l 'An
he'll load,” he . groaned, “afore’ the
week’s out |”

. When the fish are runmng, ‘the worlk i3
mercilessly hard; it is kept up night and
day; there is no sleep for man. or chxld
‘save, it may be, an hour’s slumber wherc
thcy toil,

* rocks, surrounding the basin in.which
she lies, keep the harbor water placid for-
-ever, But the men set the iraps in the

open sea, somewhere off the heads, or near.’

one of the outlying islands; it may be

miles from the nuchorage of the schooner.

. They put .out at dawn-—before dawn,
rother; for they nim to be at the tmp just
when the:light is strong euough 'for the
hauling. “ When the skiff is loaded, they
put back to harbor in hnste, throw the fish
on deck, split them, salt them, lay them
‘neatly in the hold, and. put out to the
. trap' a I lmve seon- the, harbors—
¢ then Lgx(l)wded with fishing-craft—fairly
ablaze with light at midnight. Torches
were flaring on the decks and in the turf

huts on the rocks ashore. The night was ;

‘quiet; there wis not a sound froin the
tired workers; but. the flaring lightsanade
known ‘that the wild, bleak, far-away
-~ placé—~a basin in the midst of barren,
- uninhabited thills—was still astu- with
the day’s. work. -

At such- times, the toil at the 0ars, nnd'

-t the, splitting-table,* whether on deck
or in the stages—and the. lack of sleep,
. and the icy winds and cold salt spray—is
“.all bitter cruel to suffer. The Labrador
“figherman will not readily admit that he
lives o hard life; but if you suggest that
when the fish are running it may be some-
- what more toilsome than lives lived clse-
- where, he will grant you somethmg :
- “0Oh, ay,” he'll draw], ¢ when the ﬁsh
is runmn’ *tis a bit hard.”"
- T learned from a childi—he was merry,

brave, fond of the adventure—that fishing

isa pléasaht business in'the’ sunny mid-
.summer months; but. that when, late in
the fall, the sklif puts-out to the trap at
‘dawn, it .is .wise to plunge one’s hinds
_deep,in the water before taking the oars,
‘mo matter how much it hurts, for ane’s

. wrists. are then covered with salt-water

e A “clever hand” ean spht—-thn.t
clesm—thirty fish in a minute. :

Y

. _just ‘before ‘dawn. “The’
-achoonér lies at anchor in the harbor,.
sofe enough” from wind and sea; the

.caught.

THE FLEET ON “THE ]ABRADOR" . T 86

sores and ones pnlms are crncked even

though one take the precaution of wear-.

ing a brass chain—that, oh yes! it is
wise to plungs one’s hands in the cold
waler, a$ quick ns may be; for thus one
may « limber ’em up” "Defore the trap is

- reached.

“IPis not hard now,” said he.. “ But,
oh—o00—o0! when the ,big nor %easters
blow! Qo—oc0!” he repente_d with a

won-der-ful hard those times!”
The return is small."

The crews are

o T ~....,.-,____‘;"._4'6-.]_Z.T~.'_._. R

“shrug and a sage shake of the head; “’tis

comprised of from five to ten men, with,"

occusiélmhy, a sturdy maid for cook,:'to o

whoin is given $30 for her season’s work;
gome old hdnds will sail on no Bhlp \thh
a male’ cook, for, as ong ‘of ‘them’ 8aid,

without burnin’® it1”,
cateh is one "hundred quintals of dry fish

n man. ,‘A’simple caleulation—with some -
-knowledgo of certain factors which I need

not state—makes. it plain that a ‘man

_must himself catch, as his share of the

trap, 30,000 fish if he is-'to net a llvmg'
wage. If his return is $250 he is'in the

happiest fortune — richly rewarded, be- .
yond his dreams, for’ his summers_work .
One-half. of that is sufficient to give any

modest maen'a Jvarm glow of content and
pride. Often—it depénds largely upon

chance and- the skill of his skipper—tha

cateh is so poor that he must make the
best of $25 or $30. It must not'be sup-
posed that the return i§ always in cash;
it i3 usuvally in .trade, which is quite a
dlﬁerent tlung——m Newfoundlund

;'“ Sue, Some o thiri min can’t boil water o
A good season’s =~

"I‘he schooners take many passengers

north in_ the épfing. Such are ‘calle
“ frelghters " on the coast; they are put,
nshore at auch harbors as they elect, and,

for passage for themselves, famxhes, and

genr, pay-upon the return voyage twenty-
five cents for every hundredweight of fish
" As o0 matter of course, the ves-
sels are prepostecously overcrowded: Dr.’

Grenfell, of the Deep Sea Mission, tells.

- of ¢ounting thirty-four men and sixteen
‘women (na mentlon was made of chil:

dren) aboard o' nineteen-ton schooner,’

" then on the long, rough vQyage to the

north.» The men’ fish from the coast in

small boats just as the more prosperous. |-
-u“green-ﬁsh catchers™” put out from the
-'sehooners. , Meantlme, they live in mud "
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A HOME PORT IN NEWFOUNDLAND

huts, which are inviting or otherwise, as
the womenfolk go; some are damp, cave-
like, ill-savored, crowded ; others are airy,
cozy, the floors spread deep with powder-
ed shell, the whole immaculately kept.
When the party is landed, the women
sweep out the last of the winter’s snow,
the men build great fires on the floors;
indeed, the huts are soon ready for occu-
pancy. At best, they are tiny places—
much like children’s play-houses. There
was once a tall man who did not quite
fit the sleeping-place assigned him; but
with great good nature he cut a hole in
the wall, built a miniature addition for
his feet, and slept the summer through
at comfortable full length. It is a great
outing for the children; they romp on the
rocks, toddle over the nearer hills, sleep
in the sunshine; but if they are eight
years old, as one said—or well grown at
five or seven—they must do their little
share of work.

Withal, the Labradormen are of a
simple, God-fearing, clean-lived, hardy
race of men. There was once a woman
who made boast of her high connection
in England, as women will the wide

world over; and when she was questioned
concerning the position the boasted rel-
ative occupied, replied, “ Oh, he's Su-
perintendent o’ Foreign Governments!”
There was an austere old Christian who
on a Sunday morning left his trap—his
whole fortune—lie in the path of a de-
stroying iceberg rather than desecrate
the Lord’s day by taking it out of the
water. DBoth political parties in New-
foundland shamelessly deceive the erédu-
lous fisherfolk; there was a childlike old
fellow who, when asked, “ And what will
you do if there is no fish?’ confidently
answered : ““ Oh, they’s goin’ t’ be a new
Gov'ment. He'll take care o’ we!” There
was a sturdy son of the coast who de-
serted his schooner at sea and swam
ashore. But he had mistaken a barren
island for the mainland, which was yet
far ott; and there he lived, without food,
for twenty-seven days! When he was
picked up, his condition was such as may
not be described (the Labrador fly is a
vieious insect); he was unconscious, but
he survived to fish many another season.

The mail-boat picked up Skipper
Thomas of Carbonear—then master of a
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loaded schooner—at a small harbor near
the Straits. Tis crew carvied him
aboard; for he was desperately ill, and
wanted to die at home, where his clul-
dren were.

“He's wonderful bad,” said one of the
men. “Ile’ve consumption.”

“T’'m just wantin’ t’ die at home,” he
said, again and again. “.Just that—
just where my children be!”

All hearts were with him in that last
strugele—but no man dared hope; for the
old skipper had already beaten off death
longer than death is wont to wait, and
his strength was near spent.

“Were you sick when you sailed for the
Labrador in the spring ?” they asked hin.

“QOh, ay,” said he; “I were terrible
bad then.”

“ Then why,” they said—* why did you
come at all?”’

They say he looked up in mild sur-
prise. “I1 had t' make me livin’,” hLe
answered, simply.

His coffin was knocked together on the
forward deck next morning—with Carbo-
near a day’s sail beyond.

The fleet goes home in the early fall.

The schooners are loaded—some so low
with the catch that the water washes into
the scuppers. “You could wash your
hauds on her deck,” is the skipper’s
proudest boast. The feat of seamanship,
T do not doubt, is not elsewhere equalled.
Tt is an inspiring sight to see the doughty
little eraft beating into the wind on a
gray day. The harvesting of a field of
grain is good to look upon; but I think
that there can be no more stirring sight
in all the world, no sight more quickly to
melt a man’s heart, more deeply to move
him to love men and bless God, than the
sicht of the Labrador flecet beating home
loaded-—toil done, dangers past; the home
port at the end of a run with a fair wind.
The home-coming, I faney, is much like
the return of the viking ships to the old
Norwegian harbors must have been. The
lucky skippers strut the village roads
with swelling chests, heroes in the sight
of all; the old men, long past their labor,
listen to nmew tales and spin old yarns;
the maids and the lads renew their inter-
rupted love-makings. There is great re-
joicing—feasting, merrymaking, hearty
thanksgiving.
Thanks be to God, the fleet’s home!
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Photo 1.

>

Grading and weighing dried cod fish.
for proper cure.

60

The man in the center is inspecting the fish

991



Photo 2. The floater in the foreground is taking on firewood before leaving for Labrador. It
was often necessary to take firewood because firewood is scarce along much of the
Labrador coast.
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Photo 3. Vension Tickle, Labrador. Vension Tickle was occupied for many summers by fishermen
and their families from Carbonear and Harbour CGrace. Because of the good harbour, it
was also a popular place for floater fishermen.

62



it

Photo 4.
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Indian Harbour, Labrador. In years gone by, Indian Harbour was one of the main
centers of the floater fishery on the coast of Labrador.
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This was a very common

John's.

Labrador cod fish spread out to dry on '"flakes" in St.

sight in Newfoundland not so many years ago.

Photo 5.
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Photo 6.

Rowing ashore from floaters anchored in Batteau, Labrador. For many summers Batteau

was visited by floaters from Newfoundland.
called "punts".

65

The small boats in the foreground are
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