SALT COD AND GOD: AN ETHNOGRAPHY OF
SOCIO-ECONDMIC CONDITIONS AFFEC TING
STATUS IN A SOUTHERN
LABRADOR COMMUNITY

CENTRE FOR NEWFOUNDLAND STUDIES

TOTAL OF 10 PAGES ONLY
MAY BE XEROXED

(Without Author’'s Permission)

FRANK E. SCUTHARD









._',The quallty of thts mncroflche is heavllyﬁdependent?_-
.. upon-the. quallty of ‘the - original -thesis. submitted for- .

,mu:rof:lmmg -Every - effort’ has been made __to_ ensurg"

- ) '_'the hnghest quahty of reproductlon possuble

i
Y
r
<.
r

e A g 4 o e i ks
. . . . EE

R lf pages -are mlssmg, contact the umvers:ty whnch

Some pages mav have |nd|stmct prlnt especually el
iy ',uf the: orlgmal pages were tvped wuth a poor. tvpewhter;
nbbon or |f the unn/ersxty sentusa poor photocopy P

. . . '

[ . " . B a
RTINS PR

s ‘Epubllshed tests etc:) are not fllmed

D

acc0mpany thlsthBSls -

THIS DISSERTATION
i HAS BEEN MICROFILMEI

o de reproductlon

-"granted the degree e . R e

“:‘qualite. S L ,.] .

. 'y .
Prewously copyrlghted materlals (Journal artlcles,‘ "

T Rebroductlon in full or in part of thls f!lm i$- gov-
Wt erhed by the Canadian Copyright’ Act/ R.S:C. 1970,7 -
IR -5 C:30. Please read the- authorlzatcon forms whlch

'La quahte de cette mucroﬂche dépend grandement de -
fa quamé,dé‘*l\th‘ésa soumise’ au mtcrofalmage Nous,

',avons tout fait\ pour_assurer ‘une qualste superleure

R 3 e e NerTLi ey
U Y B
CANADIAN THESES ou MICHOFICHE e N T
p‘,, . - ';.‘ Lo ] .
. . . .- J' '-- ‘ - l. l S B N s . N ' ) '.'-7 . . .i ;1 '
: 'j",'-,"THESES CANADIENNES SUR MICROFICHE R R S
' . : : .\Q
I* Na onal lerary of Canada : Bnbilotheqﬁé"nétlooé(é “du Cénada' : - . \ ’ : ; = ; o O
: o cel ections Development Branch D|rect|9n du développemant des co“ecnons S NS NI RTINS R
' """ Can dian Theses an’ Service des théses canadlennes . ) ‘ | e ’ :—v:?f_ -
z Mvc oﬂohe Servlc& ) CLn sur macrofuche . - X . S
Ott Wa, Canada - ‘.; .f’ """" S
‘. oNg LT \\ . :
: o NOTICE AVIS R -
N

S’xl manque des pages veuillez commumquer
avec 1 unuversnte qui a confere Ie gracg‘i;.» ) .

Ve

.

La. quahte d’|mpre55|on de certaines pages peut ‘
; lalsser 3 désirer, surtout si.les pages onglnales ont été - -‘-.
'dactylogmphlees 4 V'aide d'un. ruban usé ou si M'univer. " 4.+
sité. nous-a’ fait parvemr uné- photocople de mauvaise S RO

,'.
3

Les documents qui font. déja lobjet dun drolt B L
""d'auteur {articles ‘de- revue, e&amens pubhes, etc) ne B KA
_sont pas mmrofllmes B 'f.fi RN ‘ ‘

.

La reproductnon meme partnelle de ce mlorofllm
est soumise & la Loi canaduanne sur le drout g’ auteur,
SHC 1970, c. C-30. Veunllez _prendre connaissance des
formu[es d autonsatlon qun acoompagnent cette thése

LA TFJESE AETE FE S
MICROFlLMEE TELLE QUE

. EXACTLY AS. RECENED ?'i-'; Nous L’ AVONS- RECUE
©ONL-39Y (ra2/08) e i Cana
4 ‘y “‘Q‘;‘) ' [ - /{ 3 - . :



CONDITIONS AFFECTING"STATUS IN A SOUTHERN LABMDOR COMMUN]".TY

Depa“rtm‘ent of Anthropology

Memofial University of Newfoundland'-

e
R,
: :




=

IR T e e

: s - P . < n - H - o . : et R
1 ;

'\1 T
A
. .
'
)
e
Y
>
-
)
. “
Y
o
el ~
o R
‘-/
'
.
.
.
- N

T \ . .
B fto the status: of individuals and\\families. Fsctors which influence

L status are considered in chapters on material social and

: etically important .

o by the observation of people s performance in many roles. ;
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This study exa.mines the determinants of socio—economic status'

.in Port Hope Simpson, Labrador Some of the more important social.-,.‘.' N

A:ﬂ'-‘_and economic ccnditions in the community are detailed as they relate

..’,,

:‘ ideological conditions. The description of the community structure-

"'provider, an insight into community \values in order to present statua :

e ‘ -

’ from an emic point of view. However, some of the. conditions which can

_affect status are de—emphasized by reaidents, they are, nonetheless,

-
A,

IR It s, argued that sociological explanations linking statua to o
.‘;occupation education, and income are inadequate to explain status

in Port Hope Simpson._ Here, community relations are carried out on -

%

'A,'an informsl and personal basis. The actions of residents are highly x

_.:,visible \githin the community, and status is, therefore,“\detemined
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Although thl primary source of employment is the cod and salmon

"fishery, the- extremely short fishihg season and the iso].stion of . .
';_the community from specialized services make it necessary f.or people
‘ to exploit many different types of cash and subsistence production. :

'In this way, 1ife in Labrador has changed 1itt1e since the first s

Fals \ x
.,European settlement. Even though people may be of £ icially nnemployed

, for nearly nine months of the year, they still attach a great ;..'7"-‘
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% '..indebted to the people of Port Hope Simpgon who devoted hours to. ' - r‘b- K
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& . . .
{ ’ ) questions about their personal liv'es A is a tribute to the Labrador ‘ - ‘1‘ ‘
% tradition of complete honesty, sinterlity, and hospitality Also o : " A
% Iinstrumental to . my understanding of Labrador wasg Fred Andersen of )
f'g 'Happy Valley, who on a number -of occasions, saved me a lot of money 4 ‘
1' 'in hotel bills when the- plane to Port Hope Simpson was grounded by
‘ " bad weather: e ‘, ) .i ."_ . ' T
f ' _Res_earch‘ f‘:rom May .to Ii_ovember 979 was funded by a Northern
z ) Soien‘ceReséarch Training Grant. rom July 1980 to May 1981 I |
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- ‘} . directed by Dr. Robert Hill of the Department of .Sociologyv at .
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] o N ‘Community'Services Council of Neufo:.mdland and Lab.ra.dor‘with ‘ o o
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I became inter sted 4 ‘ what diatinguished people in a homo’geneous . G

., commun ity of /tremen

. A few weeks of questioning and liatening to residents talk about the:l,r - /’ :

"~ of houses or the quantity of consumer durables and socio—economic o N,

- standing It was clear that the usual markera of high status found in

. " PREFACE"

- oL . -; R

9 T E . _'\

NP

,,“Notilong_rafteriwl,.first arrived in’ the southern Labrador community of.

it l

0 fieldwork .for my M A. thesis in Anthropology,

popular sub] ect. of conversation was the pos\:ive :

where ‘erhn‘i‘cityj d- oc upational type mattered to onez's status that

usly high {memployment and lictle occupational

divers icy. Even a/
7

casual visitor notices that there is a great range .

-

in. the appearance of houses and their facilities. Some houses have :

Iy ‘ ) ..
fr

70 - foundations or "inside plumbing, are un.insulated and have orly .

wood stoves for cooEE 3 hea ting, while a few are indistinguishable
N .
from the bungalows that line the streets of middl'e-class suburbia.

1

I wondered if the occupants of these latter type of houses had better o -

jobs or higher incomes than occupants ‘of the former type. Were they *

better edicated? Eid they have a hlghel‘ Social status in the COmmunity'7 i '_ - ‘ r

o)

fellows proved that there was little corre‘lation ‘between the appearance '
’ K B

middle—-class society were not’ applicable to Port Hope Simpeon society.

_~~
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’hifﬂ ﬂ‘}u ‘ -;"ff‘\“ Nhen discusaing a fisherman s personai traits people would ’
: L o

v, -
3

frequently refer to his production of’ aalt codfish and his adherence %

f\gGodhinspired work ethio. Hence the title of thia thesia.Ayi‘{ifﬂM

Coe e et .. e T B Nt
“ ety : r,-.
‘

Port Hope Simpson is an’ actual placeo An aigempt to disguise

the nam& of a. communityfwhich ia so egﬁily identifiable in -a sparsely

aettled area would be pointlesa. I have, however, used pséudonyms

- a0 S

for the actual casea presented. A discussion of status muat inciude'

x_ E . ,.‘

the 1ow ‘a8’ wellras the high and fdr this reason,.it is possihle tﬁat

IR N A.l

informants will be resentful if they euspect they have been so -

. .

- o ".', s i S e
hope that this work will provide an insight into'some of*the prohlema*;~’

¥ \

that Labradorians face today. While this‘study concerns conditions in '

t;m el

Port Hope Simpsonr it should be noted that aimilar conditions exist

l
in many other coastal connunities of the province as well.-a ::-”ffﬁ-}

1‘., L . .J- M

fieldnotea or the transcriptions of tape recorded interviewe;

.’n'

‘ .., |...

Ky

A

to the reader.t Single quo:“

common amdng Labuadorians.t:'”"*
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2 g rediscovery of La‘brador by European exp’.l.orers, Labrador was‘ considered
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The pa}iterns of Labrador history are quite distinct: from those of

DO N N g Iy . 4 3
Archaeological evidence1 'suggests that the sixteenth century Spanish

“, W

Basques understood _.the importance‘ of shore stations‘ to their qf ishing and O
whaling industry (Tuck and Greniet' 1981 180—190) However u' n the

. & ,’ i

. i-.: ---.--- “.,.

permanent .settlement., Cabot, in 1498,‘

-.w.

" A, Historical Perspectives R o 2 : AR | 8-

: the rest of Canada or, the Uni’ted dtatea. : In a: report. concerning ‘ . ..:
r resources -and ;ettlement in sout'hern Labrador.; J‘ackwaon‘ (1982 7) po:l.nts * :’
to foﬁr recurring historical ﬂhemes which illuninate: ,the character ‘oi At “-;7
;:‘ life on ‘the coaat today._ They can be summarize ‘ds l) neglect‘of )
,_ -opportunity,,z) a long period of anerchy, 3) the almost feudal . "“:
dependence of Labradorians on traders,‘and 4) the »struggle of. fanilies
for' independence‘ through a"subsistence econouty: . ,‘_; :-;" -.‘
7 g It. 48 Poseible ‘that the! llo'rs'et.nen who are' ‘belie;red to have .'.‘:_ +
fre;uented th.e- coaetof Labrador irom 1066: :to‘ 1347~'A‘D., recognized the
- y b & ol
;"“- i.m;;ortance of timlier resoyrces there (;[ngs_t‘.'ad 1964 708-734)..{--_'. : "
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’ of oodfish in the Labrador Sea, but for.’ two centuries no attention was
:fgiyen to" the land _ Even though hngland may have claimed Labrador by
lﬁéright of discovery, it remained a no~man s 1and until the Treaty oi
:Vi‘Utrecht in 1713 d}vided the Quebec—Labrador peninsula between England

*fand France, Still this agreement did not define a- boundary., The 1763

”'f]Treaty of Paris defined the boundaries of the Canadian provinces and
Ifgranted the coast of Labrador to the English thrOugh the governor of

‘f Newfoundland "but the interior remained unapportioned until the Quebec
iAct of 1774 took Labrador away from Newfoundland and made it part of
.Quebec. Even the Hudson s Bay Company, established in 1670 did not
.;begin operations in Labrador until 1836 (Zimmerly 1975 86-102) The

'uffpattern of delayed development has continued from 1ts historical‘roots

jki ﬂdljresulting in today s residents still feeling'the effects of neglect by

' government and free enterprise

ifregulated Ey government Settlement occurred sporadically and was
‘*dependent on who had control of the resources ; In 1702 the King of

;f;_;France granted Courtemanche a land concession for trading with the

u'concession was granted to Fornel (l975 38 49). Presumably Courtemanche

f{and Fornel withdrew sometime before the 1763 Treaty of Paris gave
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followed by scores of fishing expeditions when they noted the abundance
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Labrador suffered a long period of anarchy that began with the

{ hostilities fired by European contact with the Inuit.‘ Raids were e

l * 3 ..'

A':i:initiated by both sides until the laté eighteenth century., At the same

:ftime, there was a ruthless competition over fish and later, fur, by ',\" -

jTABritain, Newfoundland France, and America which was never successfully

'\,.
-
e
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Montagnais and Naskapi Indians and the Inuit, and in 1742 another

-

»
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- control to the British governor in Newaundland g ¥ & -: 5ol

~-"In I766 :Ln order to maintain Bxitish advantage in the fisherv, . )
G:)Vernor 'Palliser- forbade permanent ‘settlement in - I:ai;rador as h_e_ had ::
d_one ea‘r_llier‘ in_ 'Newfoundhnd Engliah settlement‘did not 'oacur until )
: 1730 'when ;:artwri;nt elta,bli&hed a furgfing and“ fis mg~post at: ca.pe .‘
: " : Charles:“ | Conflict over fishing rights by another.Eng .'-h firm, Noble { .
; ) ; and Pinson, prohahlv accelerated other attempts at settlement of the" .
} ,' .-.'-". .- 4 Labrador coaet but these attempts were lbly‘no, means the begin;ﬁ.nge of' 3
PR SR ORI A e , i. it . Ak . TR
S N :_ . syetematic development. .American privateers repeatedly viola’ted the ~ {‘-. .
§ . I e Britiah sov“er-e.igntv .that,-GoVerndr ;’alliser had regulated : Cartwright s*»
§ settlement was ‘raided in ‘1777 and“ a“g'a‘in‘ in 1779 and‘ Noble and l;inson ¢ B .
i’ :.:: 4 " 3 lost three shiﬁ to ‘an- American pi:iVateeir (Jackson 1982 12) ] ‘Quebec ,"‘--5:‘ & ‘ % -
’ .-‘:.‘:"‘,-‘.,v."' > - '« fis-hiné‘ fleeta aleo vied with the Br‘iti’ah. and Newfoundlande[rs .fo; . i
: : B 'trade _and fiqh. Still further, the eo.mpetition between the Labrador ‘ I ‘ J
-:-.‘,‘merchanta thems_elves became. so severe ‘that. .they' asked the E:overnor~:-_‘2.":~‘_-_.' 3 e L
.-of‘Newfo.undland for" protection against fel‘lou‘merchant'a_ ,(Whitel}; '. ‘

'i e L ',

+% I I >
R T~

."-.'--1977 19) Gradually, Newfoundland fish companies replaced thoae of %‘

£ Btitain and by 1820 I!here were small permanent aettlementa at Petty “ 5*_"-‘.’

o - . _-, . N
‘.- " S fox

Harbour, _Fiphing Ships Harbour Occasional Harhour, Square Island

Harbour, Cape Bluff Island Harbour, Snug Harbonr, St Michael'e Bay
e and others ‘ag, vell"as those that Cartwright had -established

¥ -",'. Tt '.’." '&" IR

'(Jackeon 1982 17).. Still the compet:ition waa unregulated., The effect

¢.'

was to drive down pricea paid to fieherme'n and relegate settlere to"a" -

- tl - K i -
s - Ha & L e, ' " % ".‘ o 2ty

: 3 w e oo .,\-o-.' <t N
life of deht*'and eubservience. ﬂ . ." e g W },‘ AR
Jurisdiction over Lahrador hagr been repeatedly tra-nsferred fr jm -

r in'l

Quebec 1dst contro}- 'of Labrado
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- i ;;f was again given back to Newfoundland The boundaries were nebulously e e

defined as the basin of rivers flowing into the Atlantic from the

1,} :- ,~%}3Nf:ff4entrance of the Hudson Straits in the north to the River ‘St. John in fﬂ

P 5 t_;;; the south. In 1825, a.sectioh'ofﬂcoast from Blanc Sablon to the 52nd.7
?;_};';f';:[f;;‘ rparallel and‘along that pa£A1ié1 to the River St John was taken from |
i e 8 Newfoundland and given to Canada (Gosling 1910 432*453) Neverth ‘ess,?
?z ) ‘“5fl§n;fzconflict of Jurisdiction continued as- the Canadian, Quebec and'; o
g~ LR ";T,Newfoundland governments actedauthoritativelv inilabrador unti' 1927,
gn : “igaw"when the : British Privy council decided in favour of Newfoundland
%J ’ ’mf\"“‘”i However,:this decision was‘never accepted by Quebec, even when %4;%5. .
%dﬂ ;f:“?f;l'ﬁil.-Newfoundland and Labrador became Canada 8 tenth province in 1949 vihe - J_
%l ‘ M | issue of control oVér resources infl;brador continues to- be disputed B ':'.Tzfﬁh'If;
: “Lt without mdch regard for its residents and results in Labradorians ‘-ijﬁzfjﬁj .:f¥°f'f La?h
;E_f%?{:{?;?,gz feeling littli;allegiance to either NewfoundlandAor Canada. ;f;;fﬁigjgf;ﬁrbi}if : ; i
. ?'1’ o 'Z]ifif The absencelof any strong civil authority in Labrgaorlpermitted Aﬁn xdfllp'::idiiiﬁjﬁ

traders-and merchants to exploit the settlers by binding them to severe'§ ﬁidfi=bhlﬂ

é ‘r>3%“{-df;_ﬂfl'terms df obligationvand‘credit which they could never pay off. Many ‘j' '.a.vjh ER

Eifiii;‘qu,“;rf residents 9hose to flee this system of bondage by Joining American { u‘rfig;yif ?‘;

E '-ij'?‘%}@:r:' fiShinS Vqssels on their return voyage (Jackson 1982 16) For those" o

i ) '“i; ' that chose‘to remain ‘the only escape was for them to becdhe asvself-it?;f;}%:'_}~i$
;/;:,2Tf sufficient as possible. The minimal contribution of cash gained 1

iif . thfough marketing fur andofish was combined with heavy dependence on L ;

E’;“?: _M\f‘:j;‘ subsistence production._ The technoloty,available.to the settlers 'vizﬁﬁ-?;?;i?'uﬁ

. ‘“‘:'.:\;' .Ncsme'from their‘European background but included borrowed traits from v : |

’ “f ;ff;‘~{ié the Indian.anddInuit. Intermarrisge was frequent and continued~in "Ey“iiﬁ‘f;fifi :;f

" ? L : . R ; 'id
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e through disease and relocation. ) In contrast to northem Labrador there‘
. L L are no distinét ethnic groups recognized today in southern Labrador.
'Were it not: for the ctmtri'bution of the indigenous pbpu].a‘tions to the

) ..-".settlers way of 1ife, it ia hard to imagine how settlement could have

s e ::"::.'f, T . By telling a. hard time I had

.'-,_: “."

K . ]

PR ':taken hold - 5.'

. :‘_and fur attracted many Newfoundlanders who 'E‘e_rceived it as better than
.,'-u --._- At ."L _\.“-»

,:l‘facing the hard times at home. A long time resident of Charlottetown, e

":"Lahrador put hia experience to vgerse' '1* "'-'.' :: Z,. A il_ ‘_ ST , RTE .

When I left my home on’ the Ialand o f.'-;_‘_ B \ ;
T I was"only Jdst® a kid. UL ‘
EOC N 'l‘he government had told us all’ industry wag - dead

SEEAVAEINEE And eighty thousand Newfies could 1o 1onger earn bread Lo

A . . ;I stood one 'day ‘at the seashore, ¥
- el st a Feeling 80 very sadi” LT

No jway to ‘edrn my living g y ‘;"»'i AU P
On the Island of Newfoundland AR
Lo e T So I traded my home on’ the Island

s L " For a little log. cabin up north, .
} And there by the. 1ight of’ the candle,
5 l‘.,'." I d put on my caribou scawf

, S Dne day in that northland T married

i T ". L.just wanted to. make it my. home.. %
PR RN : My wife di.d the’ work in .the cabin, c
SR o . While I done the trapline alone. ; '_ R -
; ‘ i v ;-’Forty years now I ve spent in this northland,f . e
' i Wlth its freedom'a challenge Lo allin . cociv o T

. . ‘"", . ’ ‘x . '. ' t.n': I never think of ret‘?ing’ . - ‘. B ..'.,-.--- o . ' . (': “.:

s Or returning to my homelan again.

T 'Should ever you ask me- the queation,‘
o ‘- ' "Oh why 'did you settle up. north?” -
Cee e I cotld éasily give you the answer, .=
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Port Hope Simpson. The cosstal communities of Labrador South can be,{f

Y occupation - fiahing - which is seasonal short ~term,. and is supplemented

' ; - L
‘ Therefore, measurement‘bf status by one s level of income, occupation, D ST

-n

o

existence of the community, such as teachens, merchants, nurses, there

A0 . Al
P
1

This thesis is about the determinants of socioheconomic status in

characterized‘by primary wage employment being limited to a single x'?;;_,fy"‘ff.

by various other means of cash and subsistenge production. Communities

have a high unemployment rate and are gedgraphically isolated from those / :,:5; T

communities having more diversified and remunerative economies. X w
Community relatiOns are carried out on’a face—to—face basis._ Aside from :{ e

s >

occupations which are peripheral to the fishery or are the result of the \
is a notable lack of specializéd personnel.. Most people make their
livelihood by‘the-use of nearly identical resources and technology

But even ih purely egalitarian societies having few ascribed statuses,A

M N

status varies according to individual competence and performance.,jgljv'

v ' s
"’/ i -

and level of education required for a particular occupation,.a technique

.- ‘\ fv A
N .

commonly used by sociologists, can notxbe appropriate for Port Hope

. r e
Simpsom. What then, determines success and failure? Why does the iR ‘

community sward prestige to some %nd not to'others? Why does it

negatively sanction still others? For the answers to these questions,"f

one must'look at the values around which the community is oriented -
ol S ' e ‘ ﬂVQFf .
If one can understand what type of behaviour people value, the &Zjiu

-

. + e

problem becomes to identify the factors which permit and limit attainment L

e N ‘ .

- of valued gosls. This is important because a descriptioner the u'~:,:ﬁ g,“;a T

N P

particular ladder of success of a community hslps explain why its

Qs o R i3
N‘ f"l:’\ "tﬁ&i‘e\’"\




o RN LR - A
r "'res'idents‘behave.ss[.they do.’ The purpose of this thesis is to show how ’
.t . yarious conditions :I.n Port Hope Simpson permit or restrict: the ‘ s A ’ 3
?; attainmen\t of what the community defines as socio—economic success.: ﬂz\."‘ o
,§ Although this is not a comparative study, many of the factors S
}3 ;‘.:influencing personal status in Port Hope Simpson may be, quitAe different’ * ‘
. _-"‘::‘frfn those present in communities where the majority of relations ere g
§ g ‘impersonal the employment market is more varied and the unemployment )

i ‘_rete is lower. ' What I,hope to demonstrate is how conditions peculiar' '; .

R to ‘the Port Hope Simpson society and Ieconomy' ‘can affect the overall I. 1
1 '-.'._status' ot residents.l o o o : i . B ‘ . ]

: a My working hypothesis can be simply stated., In a community where 0 :

‘; ':1peop1e have basically the same technology and resources at . their disposal

‘ ; .:"_socio—economic status depends upon competence and performa—ncel in~va1ued ) :

- "l.activities. o | . . R

f “; Y; (An easily made assumption is that people having a history of similar . ) . -
) f “ -ilifestyles and occupations are embued ‘with - similar values.', The _ .

; R ,-",ij,independent variahle, which I will discuss‘ at’ length is that residents o 3 -
: do’ employ .simi‘larltechnoloéical means- to extract resources in’ order to
g ':.make a living. , The dependent variable is the effect of accomplishtnent of' . o
b ‘ : valued goels upon the ..status of community memhers. EE ;‘. RE B

| ~_C_.'l'heoretit:al Orientation ‘ e ‘ ‘ ‘ SR ) h
I' . he ‘term ‘status h:is two applications (cf. inton 1936) ,' statu-sm"'t-"- ‘
o is a: sof:ial position in .the pattem of a culture. All societies have an .'
K established and well—defined set of such positions‘ relating to categories.( r
- of age,\ sex; kin and occupation.‘. Some statuses are ascribed as are ‘
: :;‘ K S T . an S S
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l;ole is the means by wh:l.ch h'e' :fs évaluated :Ln Fal: qtatua by others. -~

_\,___'

that he wili be awarded‘ a, high over—all status. 'rhe reputations of two t'

.illustrate this poin't. saimna'rlyi. how a

.'v'.-
.
) { K .,

i ccmmun:lty. i Further determinants are his performmce of the roles g

. vy ' e
AL S l‘ [ ¥, l‘ .
e o, - “‘.-\ I

associated with his'other v_alued statuses.

N -’ e B
% o <8 U% ‘.

e
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.
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relationships.& In 2 commuu:lt:y wher‘e jm individual has many

£l -

... ,,‘-

elationsh:[ps, he :Ls judged a.ccord:l.ng to thaj: role :Ln

el -
v E "ess - . ‘.'-.u
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. T - The term of social status will be applied to a . i";,, 5..,-4f,;%1u
RS jﬁujﬁ;j1'1~gtypically affective clain té positivé ‘or'negative: privilege - B T ,
NI v_ﬁg“with respect to’ ‘social pr estigé so- far as it rests on oné .5»‘h'35 R

R P ARSI - more of the ‘following bases: ' “(a) . mode of living,, ‘3...7"¢._":-“”', W <

- 7. (b) a formal’ process of e ucation which may consist’ in S s

e i A bbbyt e st e TR €27 R T -

o
i

T

"o‘
i
-

‘i*f*f.gi i,;f;"‘.‘i- empirical or rational tra ning -and” the acquisition ofxthe. = .
‘%fi~":i‘f”.:fﬁjﬁ2? "f KTWeber s followers and theoretical opponents analyzed status as a ‘\‘
e means for indicating ahanges in- stratified industrialized societies.:}:v ‘
For example,_one such study explains that there are cogent reasons forvxh' ' :

o f‘f;‘ expecting that changys in occupational strhcture will be reflected at 'f{;'ih'

Y

'm:ﬂint"{ﬁ" occupations" (Hodge, Siegel and Rossi«1966).. Because the analytical

\.
Al

units central tb the concern of studying industrial societies are so ﬂf'f"j,”t:i;j S.fﬁ

B O .,- ’ \ N B L U L ' ',‘; .....-‘.' N -
’ﬁﬁ:f::if7°'w 'g{ large, the variables affecting stLtus were essentially limited to those jf:{[ et

Vo L, ) R R R ;-:.‘. A " I,
f T A emphasized in Weber 8: work., o [ .)"‘7, T IR ST T )
£ . ‘_f; Occupational status can be easily measured if informante rank:"

: DI : i;
B A occupations on the basis of some given variable.n Highly sophistichted»~ e

:# statistical techniquee have been used to measure the prestige hierarchy :':';;f_ﬂff';j;:

';:'fﬂﬂ.f}“*“_ f”*‘ of occupations based on interviews with members of the group under

study (e.g., Blau and Duncan l967,iPineo and Porter 1967,,Blishen 1967

11=‘,}d;;i-3 and Tausky 1967) Weber 8 Btudy and these capitalize on the analeis
: . yf‘ °f 2 EEESEE °f 3 hYPOthECical indiﬂidual rather than on the.status .
. . of an actual person.~ N ';liz.; :

"”"ngefj Co ;‘—\ Status in Port Hope Simpson ia not based merely on.community

L perception of education, occupation, or income. In fact, I foUnd that

these variables were quite untmportant as a means for reckoning status.-. E
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' others were developed for strstified societies. Although Port Hope

ilSimpson residents hhve a. deveioped sense of class consciOusness," it—

":face. This identity is reinforced through the opposition of outside
'“iflifestyles. As in Frankenberg s (1957) ethnography of the Welsh

:{'village of Pentrediwaith, the strsnger and the outsider

Li:: the community- : . 2:fii': f“-’ﬁ hn:fﬁw ’: f3;:': ‘%511”}“'.
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Perhaps this is not surprising, since the techniques of Weber and the 2::" L

_‘ .

a

PR} ‘;' X

‘applies to classes of peOple outside4the comhunity.' The situation is -

ﬁxl\similar in the Irish community of Inishkillane -as observed by Brody.J;7

a' - t

The traditions of Irish peasant life evidently do 'k*{fﬂ-x

ST not encourage a'hierarchical community.? Indeed, a ’;"x". “‘;:ﬁsff:;
'*f:j‘\ corollary th the value‘of farm-family independence 1g " SR

. the", absence of . .any such inter—family authority structure. S
The powers of vested authotrity came ‘either from outside, e
.:‘in the’form of “landlords and colonists, or. from people

o of specialized education and role, in the form of priests. ;:yf?}ihfif

teachers, and. most. recently: solicitors.. More generaliy,

--the ‘authoritiés in rurdl Ireland constitute a distinctive .-f.Lftls* L

) class,_occupationally or nationally far removed from: local
. farm-life. ' The. community, itself therefore :tends to: be
one group: with- more. or less -identical life—styles, ) :
backgrounds and economic interests (Brody 1973 205) .- *U,:'

-

e s . - :

Port Hope Simpson residents see themselves as having a common

-o_ o

:identity through the sﬁmilsr social and economie conditions that they. x'lpjf;fi'

e ,

4

o
[ -

~important part in preserving social unity, which results in people

)_ .o

:tbeing recogniZed as being of the community or not of the community.ff,iij

P

This opposition has the effect of stabilizing pbtentiel disunity within

I

rp.~<‘ N e
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...In Inishkillane, as in the vast majority of parishes

"in West ‘Ireland,. there are status differences - of ‘which: the.mf?'

farmers’ themselves are the sole arbiters ~ but” not .cless..
- differences. all householder are in° the same relation to
./ 'the means’ of production,ueven if they benefit in.differed’w\
T degrees from that relatipn... t is true that the Michaels’
have a distinctive economic. scendency within .the community, N

. do have a' form of life and a corresponding set-of = - S

Mrelationships which separate jthem both materially and ‘
morally from all’ other local families. ‘All the informetion

:*'~{~ﬁsh~fin this*$hapter points. to that simple conclusion..,.Bat .the™

',:Michaels .advantage depends npon changes in the economic
lives o£ l ‘householders as| much as their own unusual way

“woova

Infother Irish communities 1here therevis probably an even

greater degree of technical difffrentiation than in Port Hope Simpson;f

N .“_T"“\\\
T f...the organization of the comm nity upon an occupational basis €an

Kim'ball 1961 271 2)

1;" may also be appropriate for Port Hope Simpson conditions.,jﬁ'"l‘F

2

be understood not in terms of such considerations as income, wealth,;4»

-t “

or skill or any such factors, but in terms of the place and functibn

y LY

of the persons specializing among their fellows. It”can'be understood nﬂ

. et .-ﬂ,, -

d-h in terms of social relations and the organization“of habit.. Status

,'l

based upon technical differentiation is built up out of personal

relations in the work experience of community members (Arensberg and

.t

-

This suggests that performance in the sum total of all personal

\

P relationships determines the status of an individual in such a "}f{“Q':"x

: v T
community If my working hypothesis is confirmed by the data, hel

status model developed by Brody (1973) and A?ensberg and Kimball (1961)

-
i _. f

:!2;"Analyticalrﬂethods'it} ;gu‘fw'::f Lo :'ﬂ;':fz:allirr""

Despite the prebence of family and religious factions in Port

Hope Simpson the community sets the standards for the evaluation of

\ o
ER .
.

h—l-of explo ing these changesﬁ(1973 206~ 7) ' R e }‘

BPCEE

oy Sl
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e

|‘.- '\.

: status;. That is, pe0p1e are constrained by ‘the norms of the community o ﬂj7r3“

e o "

ce it 1544;1n1y through face—to—face relations"‘,' s

rson's behavior.is influenced by his fellows - If'ff;”k;" .

d, cued}/rewarded and punished - the community _~° .. -7 e
imary seat of social .control.  Here it is that.. " . ri,'~..;;‘
iBHyEnalized and conformity rewarded. It is R

y tHat.ostracigm from. the community 1is widely -

d\as" the direst of punishments and that its

rves as the ultimate inducement to ‘cultural

Individualskare further judged by their association with others :“n'f&';' fill' 'fiﬁ:f
ithin the community They are never diaassociated‘from their conjugal . | .
families, extended families or work groups. Commonly these three ..

digroups are found in the household. Ehis is why the housahold is used'
Ain this study as a unit of analysis for econpmic and social relations},‘*.i”fé‘”'“‘~
‘TFurthermore, to di orce individuals from their household units would-'

be antithetical to Port Hope Simpson thinking _. . :~‘£3, T l»;"

: A-broader unit which is also useful is the crowd ’ Individusls::“-:%?h
‘i;are further identified by. the reputation of their patriline. But asjlr .
TrSchwartz (1974) demodstrates, the term crowd is polyadic in usage. ({

th can be used to refer to a grouping of«agnatic kin. This unit of
‘ﬁbiffanalysis 1s particularly useful in Port Hope Simpson where there are -,‘l

" q'descendants of three unrelated founders of the commun%ty who all hsd
L3 K L

—‘- ot _- . " v
N \; (’

'5Aﬁthe S8ame surnames. The term can also be broadened to characterize

W

people by assigning them membership in a group having common traits, such




et

e S e ST

i vt e gt

L T VO

_kin group. Although unlike the. general crowd in Faris' Cat Harbour,

figeneral crowd ip the crowd on the dole' or the cognitively opposite,

‘dif erent socio—economic, religious, and behavioural statuses,'as well

g 13.5 -

~

- as the ‘welfare hrowd' or the 'Pentecostal crond. The same principle
'applies when.a ffshing crew is labelled 'a hard bunch ' A further

l)refinement of the term is %ade when it refers to places occupied during

J,.

the fishing season. The 'Francis Harbour'crowd‘ designates the Alcorn

¢

family and.the unrelated sharemen who figh there. ‘Ihe"George‘s o
: o . Sl ' .

Covefcrogd{’refers'to:several‘femilies.with different:surnames vho are-

united‘bv common residence in the summer.' » o
V'ééie,'Faris' (l9725 distinction_between "generelVCrond".snd

uéffective.érovdt;is'useful' ITheAgener;l‘crdvd‘is the agnsticellv'reletedt

~

which consists of a kin group occupying houses in spatial proximity, the

growth of Port Hope Simpson has not resulted in general crowds being ) P

» N

kept within family garden ploLs. The effective croud refers to a "f :,;~!':
'sub group of the former, sometimes to a particular fishing crew, ‘but more

' often to a group engaged in a common collective economic activity pursued

\'7at the same degree of intensity or productivity. Cross—cutting the : |

the 'fish‘killers.f‘ The concept of crowdship demarcates thoSe holding

-

. - o

5 3%ographic 1ocation.‘ B ",- T e T

Placing individuals, households, or crowds in relative positions - p3

~on’ the community status hierarchy would be impossible. Not only does ~

‘ 0

status change from time to time, but some people may consider a particular

-
v

status of a person more important_to his overallvestimation“than-others;“




L3 SR

. socio-economic cénditions that determine status._.- ¢

Y The means by which a

" For this 're'ason, it would be impossible to establish a hierarchical

- order of‘_ind:l.vi‘duals or social units and it would' be a pointle'ss

¢ - . @ .
. exercise’tp do -80.° Nevertheless, there are community values and

18

ot
. . woen

Rather than have individuals' rank others on a supposed scale of _',;...’

. -
S~

: the community s esteem for them, I have chosen to describe c.onditions

. ‘o
s

‘r.‘

which can permit or restri‘ct the chances of attaining success

acf:ording to the community 8’ de,finit:fon of successfulness. : believe
. B 'P, , “ v, ‘H,.” ',

‘:people s values are better reflected if the anthropologist participates

e

' and observes life on a. aaily basis for an extended time, rather than by

elit:iting responses by formal survey techniquea. Although I diﬂ

administer -a directive questionnaire to almost all® household heads in

v - .

' order to survey what ,constitutes community prestige, among bther things,

ce ~

8 ‘much more well-definEd picture of community values emerged simply by

observ:l.ng people 8 behaviour toward one another. Interspersed

throughout this study'are actua.l statements of the rssidents Lo

Y

t.hg_mselves as. well as.my own reported observations, ,which I Lelieve o - .

* . . 4 ‘. . o " oy . - A
are indicative of community values. oL A

. e [ ’ s -
. . * . R IRLRY l

Status :anolves those who claim it and those who honour the clai.mn '

.
—t.

(cf..Honowitz 1972 310) Claims for status are expressed "in all those .

mannerisms, conventions and ways of consu.mption that make up the styles' -

b

of {dfe charaqterizing péo 1e on various status levels" ;(1972 310)

: aim may be honoured =vary : "Miss may be a form ‘

Lo fl'!.

o.f address reserved nly for female schoolteachers. Persons who

question the reputatiOn of al well-respected fisherman may be negatively

.'sanctionedﬂ.'_‘ A p_erson held in est‘eem_‘ by t-he community may have the

- ‘“:.‘»A" -

a

oL T A .. . RIER
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advantage of receiving many favours from a great'number of?people;- fhese

deferences are observable. In‘addition, it is usually not too difficult

to detect hOWlpeople feel about others by 1istening to their conversations

- .

4 ‘,.about them., Therefore, through the daily experience of living in a,
s B -, -

community one comes toknow which factors are important for determining

" . . ‘

m‘ the level of community esteem for people.i‘i”;

residents. However,ksome of the socio-economic conditions which affectlu'c"
attaiqment of valued goals are not recognized by residents as being
oo R ;

important variables.. This ,etic formulation of the consequences of

certain conditions is based on a comparison of those who have the
gy o }

advsntage of a- condition and those who do not.‘ For example, informants
de-emphasized a skipper ] household composition as- an. important variable

. in his economic status. Yet

Cou .

there was plainly a difference on a -

general level between the fishing income of skippers who had an optimum h
P _ S
number of sharemen 1iving with them and those who did not. '

There~is no aingle condition which is more, important than others -

" b4

2 - for determining the outcome of the community : estimation of a person. }“5.

LRI : Social status and economic status are inextricably interrelated. It

i
- easier to measure economic status than social status, but bbth are,

- . . «
e -

.necessary to explain overall status. The strength of this thesis liesA

<

'not in a quantitative assessment of the elements of status, but in the

T description of the unique conditions of the community which affect

e T
_‘x f v
‘_

socio—economic status.




Cha te 2 shows how the community has evolved since its founding

-

and t'he effect of- that development ‘on peOple 8 expectations. .‘,The

n - . .o . a - e .

description ~of. the present -aocio-economic sttucture shows that, _il;l"_:

5 B LIS .3 f oY% "ﬁ

many ways, modern:l.zat:ion has altered economic 1:l.fe very 1:Ltt1e. ,A i

3 . . r. L o G
. .' - k DR 3

v-sketch of the cbmmunity power structure and staths indicatea that i :

Wo- .o =

< .
P Do - . 2
: N K R R » o oy et

'i{a,"still largely a(Gemeinschaft—type community o traditional fv

0

.
N (PN

. B

‘of different types of. work 'and by pass':l.ve rece:l.pt»of gOVernment

5 .'transfer payments, but,_‘

B e g s,,-.- . ‘..,_W_',“.‘

‘_; cannot be directly conttolled by individuals. = Subsistence production

.. f "..-, 5

enhantes most household budgets.. Ut;l,izetion of cash and subsistence

i .resources :Ls restricted by traditional'patterns and :Lsolation? of the

o o a2
. - b " ‘~

community from outside influence- Chapter 4. describes some social

Rt -3 :-
e .:_ . K ‘. % 1 . . . [

conditions which can affect; econom:l.c :status and which themselves,

L D] K 'S
B - H
" g e e - N b _._ . -t
P .ﬂ K

Y ., . . . -

;A ‘, .'.-.- < N Og el bf\
__'~ upon the degree‘to which they are embraced. 'Lastly, Cha.pter 6 examines

- P
W 3
V ke -

the hypotheais stated above on the basi.s of the data presented.

s
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Labrador.; In 1934 when J 0. ,W1111am;3, a natlve of Cardlff Wales, K

PR ". __'__PA_ -

began ar tlmber operat:xon t:o cut pltprops for: Brltlsh mlnes,—woods '

'SA" . H e

ylelded low ptlces both

Newfoundland and" Labrador.]f,. Newa apread

by wotd of m.ut‘h or by nor.lces post.ed 1n telegraph off1ces that the

. ‘SOi.It‘I'h. i

Men were recrulted from Newfoundland foutports and from nearby 28

RN

Labrado r f1 ahl ng

1Infor:mant:s reporl:ed that 1934 flsh pr1ces had fallen 'to 850{ a":
qumtal down from $2 00~ the prevmus year. A

-F—‘d-.,-n 1;—,—-115;—’»7,~ o
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f"isning"'s'e'eoonisrarfed; In June men. arnVed by motorboat or by IR '

' chartered schooner, usually wi I:h other male kl.hnmen, and llved 1n D T

when IC looked 11ke the s1te and the operat1on had ‘a future, the rest .?",‘-

"_‘.creaced. B :l;.t

-Marcom ~set operator, store clerk med1cal personnel harbour pxlot:s, . R
there. The company st:ore allowed generous cred1t end utxlxzed 1t5 . o
- uqed for baaketball boxmg, and dance s. A n:l.nety—ml.le dogsled rece

) ."'.t_o Bat:tle Harbour and back was held each March 2lst.‘» A hospltal was o

1mporcant the camaraderle created by t:he gat:henng of people were

]

press,‘ 1971

.A\\ ,“J‘-, x-.

tent:s unt:1l E'hey had t:.me to bu:.ld cablns.. In t‘ne eummer and fall ) U LR

- . PR 2ok,

_x", B ,‘.‘.\. 1‘_ J_. . . -

of the fanuly arrlved. ’ Overnlght a town, by Labrador standards, was :

$5 00 a month. Spec:.al:.sts were hrred. a company cook blacksmxth. »

woods manager and ocher ataff and a connngent of Newfoundland

.t ",..,' B ’ A

Pohce‘r later called the Newfoundland Rangers -was statloned' K \ ,

) o] '

‘own’ prlnted currency for exchange for \goods. , A commumt:y hall was i . i
o '. . . S 'd .

-

PRLTR

T [ L

st:affed by a nurse and later a doctorf? ‘»These fac111t1es

- . PN - R

:establlshed by the Labrador Development COmpany and not: leaat '.f"',

- e

-

reason enough for centralzzat:.on. In" 1941 t:he Alexls Bay woods .-“

i

manager, John Hope Slmpson.

. .
- '.\ Lo L s o
oo oo \ e

) lAn autoblographlcal account of a’ nur'se 8 personal experlences
Jin Port Hope Smpson durmg thls time ‘is pub11shed in Dorothy Mi',
Jupp, A Journal of Wonder and Other ertxng New York Vantage

» o,
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z explm.t a f1sh for—cash economy only dur].ng the shqrt three or fbur )

Alt-\hough Port Hope Slmpson answered a need for wage employment 1n

RS - v R . « L
0o - . 5

e a t1me of economlc hardshlp, 11fe was by no means easy Durmg the

— 4

f;.rst years, men were pald 2Sd an hour and worked a: ten hour day.

‘

'I‘he trad1t1on of boys contnbutmg to the fam11y 1ncome:v ontinued'—
1, l‘A i e

the stores, and a few yeq,rs after the ope:‘at!.on_":}\ad begun,, low wages i

. Dt

D

¢

and allegedly brought: flfty Newfoundland Poll.cemen to malntam order. '

I - J
i

The most obvmus advantage that the Labrador Development Company

o

- offeted was I;he ava11ab111ty of contlnuous wage labour. _Th].s was an'

. : .-‘

1nnovat10n among Labrador flshermen who pre\n.ously were able to E

. - 13 . ’ ,c-l<
4y i R e . SN o

- month flshlng seaaon. However, :the flshery was never totaIﬁ

f'm-a):andoned. . Fewer woodsme.n were requu-ed :.n the summ‘er months wh:.ch

perm1tted at least part of a- fanuly to malntam the summer houae and

fmhxng, equxpment, -,:.f only to 'prevent‘them from fallxnglmto

T

dxstepa.xr.I:, Although neme d1d leave the jflshery permanent: ly to

-

As the Second Werd War

berths and gear thhln, the famlly.

- ) . ‘l'*n Ce X !
llnfomants sey that 1n the /early: 40'5, men seeking: woods work in
the summer months were actually turr‘led eway because there waa none '

ava11ab1e. T




'approached and fish prices began to rise, reaident:s of Porr. Hope
‘Simpson considered it more profitable to re-enter the fishery on a '.. N

PRI

‘j'larger scale.-‘ Those who owned summer houses and’ fishing equipment

p
1+ 'V' :

g ,:‘.‘left the woods operation during the summer. ; Many who came from ':;‘-' ;

e . . - ~

. -, E L ‘M‘“ 'Newfoundland withv E.}shing equipment became established at summer

.

o n e =

‘.-.-

locations..‘ -returned to Port Hope Simpson after the fishing [

'Itoperation, 1nc1uding a few families who had previously wintered in '

: -

Rexton s Cove a short distance away.

. ,:_ The continuation of the summer fishery eannot be entirely Lo

attributed to tits profitability. It was possible in theory, to make

mbre money if one stayed with the woods operation year round but

be.cause eonsumptio:n habits were never totally changed t:o

u.'
-

pUrchase-for-cash the seasonal subsistence cycle retained its B

i R wage labour want against the traditional ethic of independence which o
g Newfoundland and Labrador fiohermen had always embraced. . People
b

a

never lost their identify ao fishermen whieh implied not only

e

| fish-ing, but purauing a lifeatyle of seasonal cash income and

e . oo [ - K '1.1

.4\

5 Rexton 8 Cove was the winter settlement for" peOple -who spent
the summer 'in Williams Ha'rbour:. In 1979 Williams Harbour became:

" the year round eettlement: and Rexton' n ‘Gowve. was, abandoned. Williems
’Harbour vas electr:i.fied the next year “and: hae ‘become .the winter home
for about 80 people. i is 25 miIes from Port Hope Simpson. ; B

importanoe. In addition, being permanently ha,rnessed to- low paying T




As tune went on, subsutence productmn took on lees

P - ,’

'I‘zmpa),rment of operatmg capﬂ:al end was unable to pay off the
Newfoundland Government 5 lonn at a satlsfactory rate. A court of
R ,. ‘ . . . ' I - N . . .

‘enqu:l.ry 1nto the operatxons of the company was opened.‘ 'I‘he

.
.- o

~ n‘ ~ ~;.-
. :

of the-' property that WLllxams had bought from~Br1t1sh sources (Thef

. Rk

i that there be no export tax aa "1' n?as the repnyment terms i;ere met.

’ B R
ST, A .

B

L

The problem seemed to be gel:tmg enough men 1n the camps to

‘-‘f:.shermen to convert td steady wage Hork but suggested ‘a reluctnnce

. \\r.'.

to accept 'employment on W111ums - terms. Addic:.onal men were

":1-‘;;; .. recruz:ed from Newfoundland. W:.Illmns ..‘134 report:ed to have aa1d whﬂe

sy




* ~'_,.", i - : ,
_f;, K work...alnd 1 cann::t eoul.p a-ny more than the stty-fwe who went out
; ’ om - the traxn Monday to ccmnect tuth the 5]_13 at Humbermouth. - I had a

: , g ‘one’ and a hnlf m!.lhon dollar contract wluch had to be cancelled for

S '7 waht of. lnbour" (The Duly News, I;ov. 23.,.1945 3) S .

' n s \l'. >A1th.o-u'ghl there were problems of retalmng a: year x;ound ‘ﬁaon.'k
force J.t looked for a wh11e 11ke the Compzmy was gtnng tclsucceed.
The Dal.ly News reported that 30 000 cor:ds ‘of. tlmber were t:o be cut :.n

m November of 1947 when :.t was unable t.o meel: the repaymem: :

. .A/

Da_xlz Newa, July 10 1947 3)

pre.sumably for want: of labou:, and the Company went: 1nt:o liqu:u.datmn

b or food .

u" :

HoweVer, tlus plan never mal:er:nhzed

NN

e

schedule- ' It had cut 120 000 cords nnce xts establlshment :Ln Port R

Hope Sxmpaon. Wy _t, T . e )

Aa w:Lnl:er approached the lumber campnrema1ned thhout work, pay, , .

y

e 2 A,s.‘
purchaee food or tranaportatxon for the tendents. n By December dce:

. ..:.

condxtxons made tranoportanon out oE the questmn. } 'I'I1e food
shortage became sermua..:"r','.,' ‘-.-.v_‘;,;;\; D T R
e -'_j Teams of huskxea thh dogsleds have been o - SRR R
'-3stand1ng by to rush food.to the.camp: thirty 'miles " 7:. :

""1nland when the shxp‘arrlves. ) "They hqve vaited
* " nearly” a .week: and emergency f£ood stocks are almoat S
i"». exhausted. ‘The plight of more “than.150 chlldren e
Do is desperate accordmg to ‘messages. flashed from EUCIR P
: Port Hope . Slmpson.l The ‘gtranded n1ne hundred know

s

1947 and t:he yearly har\rest increesed to 100 000 cords by 1950 (The -11" "

W1111ems could« not convert Brlthh sterhng 1nto dollars to

f . o8 weeks -

'—','_ .

, 1See. Royal. Commsuon Report:s 1974 Vol. 3 656.
of the ‘nuinber- of years of. operetmn and:the number

’the shl.p has been tryxng to reaqh ‘them for ‘almost * ; ."1}"
-. Now - they fear: the’ s'h:.p is also. Janmned 1n
‘the'ice, (The Datly Newa Dec. 3 1947 l).;,-“

P

.

On the basxs

of. employees, L .“

s uspect that thxs f1gure 1s mueh lower than the actusl harvest.. .
—; - "‘ ""W‘.\ "\.:" T, ‘h‘: T i T- ’r
, Cye . g
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T R e
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o :*‘-"."."". e ‘.:‘," - desperate as the news: art.-l.cle :.nd:.cated and that by travelhng th

!hry 8, }larbour (almut thxrty m11es away) suffu:lent supphes were-.

Ve ! 5 P

95. g d. - A few yeara' later, fresh me&t and m:.lk were droppe& by
'-“urcraft to allebxéte a. a m’,laq ahortage. Y .': e

;!~,

. I e n.'

B $- .

and ‘pu lpwoqd

B3

o . o el e M -
: i X ) Anat!re:_.- lécl:nll‘e.nt;epreneur..a‘lso,‘ &
b s Gk --. o S s GF T o
-‘ Tl ‘ oﬁpe!:ed~- lunng local_, ‘n-’k”m. A.t v;r.:m\;s tmles m..the ’i950 ‘s’ at'
B ] b i;astwtwo"s;tll“contt;;t-era”h’&m Newfo_undland br;ought 1.n equu;me‘nt" ‘
o pto;orttons of W1llian‘1;. = A .|
‘_.": TR .‘,‘_. . 2 " r
Company, about Eorty famxl:.ea“who had resettled frofn Newfoundland R s .
; r-ei:urned th‘e'rle; 'I‘oday, there'.:lre aeventeetz surnames Ln'the.:- . Z';- . ‘ - o L,_' :
cou;mumty, .;11 of wh;th were present ‘dt:;':.ln; t.he hEy‘day t:f J.O.: B ' “ ‘ Lo N
i uis ey N e . ) B T u.', M b - b
':'i.ii:i-ama- ' .N.xne.a";:'e..of large fuq'\;'.‘ e occ.upy';nlg tm:) or tnore: i o :. .";‘.'
hou'sehc;lds_, . and e:.ght ire qf rfgmi i c;:ubyl.ng one ltc;(;sehold. 'l‘here :‘_ _. ” : 5
: :o ‘aisnlfi’m&“xmmn‘ltion, nox‘nh;s. there- beetl a. subata“r.a‘t.ta'al '.‘-'-A‘ B = " E
:él;t:t.grattc;n ‘;;x‘;ce the.y;.ttlc_i‘t_a‘{a"l.—o:f the Cmpeny nccord::.'n; to‘.ol'der.._.;. i, )
’ .1nfofmant;.. . .’..‘ ol ' : ; : -' “!

'é’
-2
=
—
@
3
et
-4
s
Tl
[
0
B -
-
[
o
®
‘o
'y
]
O‘
-t
.
w°
=
0
Ol
E i
[
N
1
®,
é'
o
:I
T
‘o
Q
5
[
. -1
B
s M-
L
" a
-
o
‘g
[~}
(=3
(3]
:"«.

. o

2 i, 6 ]
Sy ‘el . oy

w:.de fluctuatl,or; from 'cenaus to censua t'hat they are of ll.ttle use 1n




S it
) comum.ty res:.denta who state that(,
- s after thet 1n1t1al emm1gral:1on u on the shutdown of l:he Labrador o
[ . . SR PRI ¥
R Deve10pment: Company. 1 auspect that censuaes were taken at” shghtly
1, ' .
v

’ \ '\~d1fferent tlmes of the year, some belng taken dunng fmrm.

3 s

L w1976 548 316 136

perltable tlmber stands were some dlatence from t:he commum.ty., Th:.s

when _—

4,

'sldents were away at thel,r summenf:.shrng stat:mns.

The 1966

Po.}iul'at:ibr{'ﬁfi Podt.'vt‘,' Ho.;;ec- simpqé}l ‘1;945-79?

30 T e T e e T . L e

< Table 13

) "YéZr" g 'l"opuiétioﬁ'-' 'C'rfan'ge T 1 Change
1945 .07 352, . LT
1951 L 25 - S —100f A1 I
1956, 0 L 311 159 T3 oL
- 21961 F 402 .1‘.'“:'.'. © 91 S 1295 TR 5,
1966 .. 1487 7 vi-254 ¢ ‘,,Ui-':f:63._—‘; Soia
TA97L. - 232 T I 84 T T57

19792 5551 NI SRV T

s
S,

In 1962 Bowaﬁers of Newfoundlnnd Ltd. began a pulpwood operatlon

C R B , ¥

‘near, Port Hope Simpson. Due tot a, forest fu:e 1n 1959 the most

'«"’ RS - A IR » e

R

1Port Hope S1mpson Mun1c1pal Plan 1980 34.' o
2Hy count as of November 1979.-.,- ....
~:V, “ P ) . ; -.:- . - ’
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rah sl

W
LR Y

.

nules away snd constructmg a’ twenty—t:wq m.le haul roa‘!s
hulled w:.nch boata
.‘l gl

load).ng p1ers. In 1963 a government wharf waj bql.lt aml t:i:o yeus .

.
. ICR

_t:_er-B¢uateu constmc.ted a haul road connectmg J.t t;i the ,.
-' ‘Although i:ﬁ rt:y or forty horden;'were st:.ll useﬂ, che

N

Bowat era ’employed" abou t
i, 3 " > o s 2O oK _::.-.) g
300 men who lived e

icher m .Po rl:, Hope Smpmm—onmod-M

table; nﬁbwwéhdsawn#h—l&&?—af-&erﬁfﬁng 57 000

; - eords.(Royal Cominnon Report:e, {974, vol.- 3 656)

i . . E kD ‘
"

Thu t:.me all

ST P 4
s eqmpment waa removegl.- NS few pebple repott that the absence oﬁ.,the

o

) Today the:e are f:.ve locally owned smnllls vhxch cut

“v -,,s.._'

. ‘ J— ".' .
lumber for log,al sale and persoml %se only, l:here 13 no export
. operatxon-.' . ;

o’verrneat—}abtentmp_ta_ua matenal aeeda.

.:-:

,... %
,...,

-carrying frught and passengers which call weekly dur:ng the slupp:.ng

e,
<t,.

8 .l:he road

season from early June t:o late November' Dur'ing‘be 1960'
T Pt T A e

i v

S

1The govemment vharf

were used 'to move pulpwood down the rl.ver td the

st e o oy

A.' we 1¥e

s ot
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) instal led. Thuty—seven ‘wé lls have begn dt111e;l t,o prov1de water, '

‘ : ' coast of Labrador, and especully 1n Port Hope S1{npson, 1n compari,son

qm:l).ng the comhmm.ty was w1dened t:o fac:.lxtatemvehxqular rraffu:
- ‘h AP ,'«H.;-'..‘ ‘
Host houses were connected to electrtcal power generated ‘by a

a . . \ . .

A

Newfoundland Hydrﬁ d1ese1 plant. 'I.‘e 1ephones were 1nstallgd m 1965

o

< and a relay statxon on nearby Blow—He-Down Hountaun now pemltsi‘long

cole e S -

dutance calls to be made. -- Today, there are 115 telephones.‘_ Two\‘

provxded an elected mayor, deputy mayor,/three counélllors and a,n‘

R _._,—-* . N .
‘nr— ." e B -

Grenfell Assocutlon (IGA) nurses.z Adocb‘br, dentut, ey

P

spec1a11st and publ:Lc health nurse make per1od1c vi"té. - 'I‘e‘.levn.sum,.-,~
Tt '
¢ A [ ’

receptlon became avallable 1n 1977 when a boostef sta’txon was "

[ - r..'

‘ some of whlch were made §3551b1e by government E1nancxal aasxstance

-AGovernment serv:Lcea, hOWevet, ,have been mmunal on the south

BN - . ~ -n ;s

T .. v -
'¢

to the. north coast and the Island.. Nowhere 1n coastal Labrado_r north

', s- R .\ : x’\..--

A - -

: oE the Strmts oE Belle Is le are there roads mterconnectmg nearby ""

’ commuru.t:xes. ;

to the wharf haa n poor base and 1s conunually potholed ' 'l'here 13_-.'-"“

/, . . ,' NE .
no axrst.np.': 'I‘here 13 no sewerage system or. ub11c water supply.

. L : - = \ ‘\
1f['he 'Angl:.can school is adm:.nutered 'by che) leanzf
Integtated School Board 1n Sr.. Anthony,.Nveoundland. S

e IR \' ) u

5 ,
ow the Grenfell dlegmnal Health-x Ser\uces (GRHS)




Householdera thhout -wella mu.a:‘draw the:.r water from Humby 8, ot e

IR E
ek .-..‘ 7

Black wal:er Brook or from someone who has a well.- Theref 18 mo L
K . : Bo o g S ; '_.,-,.. o[

voluhteer fire depurt:menl: nor any 'fxre f:.ght: :mg egu{pmem:.-

Electru: al wu':l.ng 13 :.nadequate :.n most Housea, hazardous 1n many. «

Durmg t:he per1od of my fleld wn;k,, four houses burned I:o the ground
1n Pdrt: Hope. Snnl;s;n ;ads-nea:;by comgnun:.'ne .',' with the, lo;s o.fic;m;. )
,.“.\... B K g g R ‘_, By 0 . ;
11fe.; 'I"he-re 1;; nolresident doctdr or dentlsc pat:;.ents ‘requumvg”.'.'l ':‘:-_
‘ho‘spl.t:a;.;l.zan'on munt; b; flown to 81:. Anthony.‘ lﬂnder I:ne beat of’ K|
dond.it;.‘o;s' i:h:.s takes‘t:wo hourn fro:in thd tune the holspt’tal 1—5 called, 3
- e ‘ . i ,.~ L] qn . 4 -1
'-and' ldur:Lng bad weal:her, it 1s a feat demandxng herm.c effortn. Dur:l.ng

‘r . T = " .u,v, -
P S " i . 2. oo O an ‘ ot - .> . B
s e b Sk d '~'“ o STaem W

a recenl‘: n:.ght evacua.t:xon, thch forced a p1lot to fly only "by :h Py ‘.{..-"

ORI

aeat of hls pancs ' t'he p:.lot:, and l:wo nursea, aa well as r.he ke ) .:'
Patxent:‘ -nsked t:hen:\ lwes. f_'.',,f" : ‘; o T ,-" "

’reprénentatnve. Ihe tic -

Y soc:.al worker, or unemployment msurance

3 - LR H 3 ‘e .
LS N 8 . _,. e .“.A. .v‘.

. J o O

nchools have generally 1n&déquate fac1l:.l:1es compared to many other

‘-u' ,. - o

schools of the:u: ste :.n Newfoundland. For example l:he Anghcan.' )
.-/’ -‘ ¥ 3 " '.-‘ o ~'<."' .‘-: a4t ..- '_,“‘, s % . c .:...:‘

. A wy e e

. “aciod1. bas no. sym or - hbrary-_"", s Tl

‘Legal adv1ce 13 not rendl.ly accesslble :.n coastal Labrador. ' !
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Although people;huve nol: ttad1t10na11y hugated t:here"have',beeljf

N Kl . '\ . . N '-

>

tmes when they nughl: have ~-: such as when a qontmctor vas lulled 1n.

:_.-.: =

v u-' \', .

yea_ a woodawork or when ‘a" fuh merchant refused to pay. ovet a dozen

fuhermen for the fxsh delxvered r.o h:un dur:l.ng an entue ueason.- Any " :
a'dJudxcal:i.on was trad:.t:xonally m:.tlated by the Huunue. cw:.l r.orts ST i ffﬂ ]
S s gz 3 a3 ,.-.;'- .;.:‘;‘:

" -were handled :.nfomally by' the dupul:ants t:hemelves.' Hacteta whlch
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et communxcat1on between government and the communlty are 1gnorance of

- 28 -
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‘

. settled by 1nforma1 nomatlve rules or not at 311.

- »

? Yeara of. neglect and 11m1ted’ government expenditures- 1n tlus area

A . s -.’

of Labrador have reaulted in a lack of even rudxmentary government

-
S i

and mun1c1pal services accepted as baslc essentml requ1rementa m
v other Canadlan commutut:.ea of slmxlar s1ze.. Resultmg from the poor

S

I . . 4 . - P .“ ) . ;
Wy

- ex;stzng econonh.c opportu t" e'o, 1nord1nate delays,‘

‘ losa of 1ncome

- and serV1ces, d1sappo1ntment and frustratlon.A Although experlence o

Y

with outs1de agencles has bred some tolerance townrds the rate of

local changex, exposure to the anedxa has 1ed people to expect the

government to 1ntervenc 1n i;awsmg the1r standard of 11v1ng..

-, f

“

v= .« The xole of gavermment-, or more preclsely, the fallure of

government, 1n 1mprov1ng the local and 1nd1v1duel econom1c a1tuatlon
NN ,1. L

,

. is t.he 1zmb;ject of mpch conversatxon. 1't is noteworthy that Aocel

. . 3 : ¢ -

‘resldenta perce}ve Ehe governmental syatem as; an 1neff1cient

@. V).mpersonal entlty: They do perce,;we the eff;,,eacy of deahng with
‘. 1.nd1v1dugl g-c’ﬁ’rerment representatsves, hoWever. The trad1:1onal
‘h nftur‘%‘-cf pe’rsohal dbntact““lsl evxdent" ‘1 ‘2 f" : : . ’
- s : . AR For examole after recelvmg forms 1n the ma11 for a %o

-, SO RD R

/ —-'\don t care about the peaple of Labrador. s I caned them to see ;

Ry ._‘"“4 ;-could get eome‘mOn

FEE RN

BN a bunch of fomsa"'_.i '

Bl u«"
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_ for them. He shouid be able to do semethingJabout ie.Y
NS

When I told hlm that Blair Porter wqued For a d1ffetent
e <c<"/

.-

department than the one: he needed, he said, "He knows the fellers in

W -

s

]
-
-

!
g

[the approprlaue department] and he e the only otie’ I know who ‘11 dp

somethlng up there} . ”»'If‘ R 1'};'“
. : ) ) o o ‘.. . . : . () . ' )
o ’ The d1str1ct representatxve in the Prow1nc1al House of Assembly

15 frequently expected as part of hls dut1es,,to funct Bﬁ' ﬁ' reas

s A -
[ S [N - P A

E ’:‘3 may regard as personal favours.- A'f' _ f B }.b

: ' TA newcomer who is even suspected of 'being a. government warker
. S PoRCOmEr, WHO 1R EVEN aUSPIerec.oh DRIRe,

31' . ds-I,was, can hardiy escape the,censternetieﬁ that resrdents ekpresa’ N

Li B ) toward the real and perce1ved 1nJust1ces oft government. When 1t was'

» .
al oot .

' A . - ,discovered that 1 had. effected no- change. the feellng that 1 was :

-

~on1y in it for the money 1ntens1f1ed glv1ng way f1na11y°to the

L.A

3
b3 . R . v RS , s
Y . ' L8 « i -

realization that, iqﬁeedl 1. u@s 1neffectual 1h whatever 1: was that I

!

: ’ ~dids o T £ B - ok
{

4
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- L Confederat1on w1th Canada 1&‘1949 brought a welfare state teﬁthe;'
. , _',‘ : - -4

Provxnee of Newfoundland and Labredor;. Both the Federal and

h
R

Prov1nc1é1 Govgrnment anreasingly begdn to 1ntervene ‘on behalf{éff‘.f-
. : . ol L
DA 1nd1v1duals and communxtxes in an atﬁempt .to rect1fy low 11v1ng ';fz

standards and to buttreas a sagg1ng eponomy. .Whereas centra11zat10n

of the populatton 1n order: to—fac1l1tate governmenb servlces became &

l-"

key pol1t1ca1m;sdne in Newfoundland and resulted 1n,the Resettlement . ,:;"”'f fsgi';

. it . Y e T
R AN .

e Act of 1953 Port Hope Sxmpson had elready acted as a centralrzat1on f’g‘,ﬂ‘

r . 1

»

p01nt.’ There are,’of coutae. a number of problems wh1ch make

. 1, ’,' ) :h

adm1nistrat1on of sert}ces’d1ff1cult, not the least of whtch.ls the
. L ..'- f x . N

v [V iR Y
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._offrcer/soclal worker statroned 1n Mary s Harbour v1s1ts the '
.‘communrty monthly.t Old age penalons have been 1ncreaeed to orov1de alﬂbffisi‘,f“:.
L'ﬁ;_more reallstzc 1ncome.1- Unemployment Inaurance benef:ts; locally (f B
‘f; Fcalled UIC' after.the Unemployment Insurance Commlss1on. whlchlhas'lﬂfé:
'srnee.been replaced by the Canada Employment and Immlgrat1on :

VCommlsslon, are ava1lab1e to thoee qual1fy1ng.by accumuletxng

'prov1des free or- low cost medlcal aerV1ces. The Newfoundland and
_ Labrador HouSLng Corporatlon and.the ‘Rural Re31dent1a1 Rehab111t3t1on
“lAsalstance Programme admlnlster f1nanc1a1 a331stance for ‘ 11: :wf . ~f¢1f:,‘ o
iconstructron; purchase.or renovatxon of housee. Ae throughout the.:f
‘Prov1nce, government bountlea are pa1d to help defray the cost of Q;‘.”;"ix.”
’;bu1ldlng motorboats and longllners. Sub31d1ea are; availeble for the |
‘T purchaae of flsh1ng gear. A“Canada Works GrAnt hae provxded pa1d
. anployment on a number of 'w1nter works proJects : 1nc1ud1ng a tw1ne 4»f71.713-;€:f
}iloft,J a. communrty hall | mar1ne haulout, a ellpway (to haul out )

‘;“small bOats) and a brush clearlng operat1on. A Young Canada WOrksf:,- L -

.‘1i:f1e1d., All but ‘a feu people w1th full t1me JObB (e.g.,*;‘iﬁi'.iﬁe'

- 30 -
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relative isolation of the community from official communication and

road networks. However, the very existence of varigus social

serv1ces has changed expectat1ons and altered the aoc1a1 structure. A ﬁ@;h

Expectatxons develop around e*istlng programmes.' A welfare;~‘

S

-
“

n -
'

sy '
. '\,, \

suffxcxent 1naurab1e employment. The Prov1nc1a1 health care syetem
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L
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rh - ::r-r [

T f sy . N . . .
- LR p L T

.-r'




zv = SRR -
3 L .
‘ N - 31 =

R N N '

‘Wfth fhese.serv{besq'- S ST,

\

L Lo ’ . The cbmmun1ty fac111t1es and benefits mentloned have the effect
2 " ‘nx "
it S - .of retaxnlng people notw1thstand1ng BCarce opportun1t1es for full
g T X! ' . R
LA tlme employment, the dlstance from flshlng grounds and the'

n:d1m1n ehxng abundance of subs;stence foods. However, Port Hope

co f,'r51mpson 15 st111 a wlnter communxtyu\ Attachment to the traditxonal

“~
:._

.

3}@f‘qz7men, most res1dents continue co make the annual move outsrde

. V' e - .
: . R ™ ~,.. f .‘ < PR . - o .
Yoeo. . PR -

the1r aummer f1sh1ng 10cat1one over twenty m11ea 3way by boat. thle

vt

‘ 'f"‘for the1r own uee, they st111 reta1n thelr 1dent1ty as. Labrador "QQ
S . coe . ) ] . . . RS B

~f13hermen.: Th1a lmplles folloulng a seaapnal cycle whzch 13 an

General Dencrlpt1on of the Present Soclo~Economic Structure ."

";.~7' lfiﬁ‘ The w1nter populat1on of 555 occupzea 102 houaeholds xn aeparete

H s K - -

dwellzngs.. The summer populat;on dwxndles to less than 100. All but

"
Lt Lot e PERRYY

o 2 handful of household heada have summer houses located near the _,ﬁ‘"

1

.,‘\ ot .

flshlng grounde. Few men are engaged 1n‘only one econom1c acb1v1ty

- .

or‘rece1ve income:. from only one source.l—For 1nstance, one f1sherman “"" "

B ":..'~ Cer : -a‘
‘operates a sawnnlll collects UIC,_ nd gets welfare at dlfferent t1mes

' e - .

of the year, as we11 as pursu1ng the varlous types of subs1s:ence ..'




‘2&' ; R ‘sklppet. In many cnses sharemen have more cash to spend than the L
o ) . P . e .‘

sk1pppera because they ere not respons1ble for malnta1n1ng the boata

NI R ' . . e
D) -

and gear., Thete 1s some degree of 1ncome sharxng 1n’householﬁqjeven:'-

1f there 1s no formal1zed plnn. Consequently; 1t mdkes gooJ.%édnﬁmfe

e contr1bute to household budgetsu

“'.u i . R e

w’ - - : r.’~.- - .

1t is more useful to take the household as the unxt of analysxs "»J‘

flrewood together.‘

t

meen, generally, do not hold wage paylng JoHs,

the Unemployment Insurance that results from f1sh1ng, and Soc1al

.- s *.. = N . ','.
- i T -

Asslstance payments.~»Most households get 1ncome Erom plural

K .-,,.~‘ o , ,,. :

soqree;_

Sxxty—fxve households have one or mor ‘membera engaged 1n ﬁ“
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: the fishery, fifty-—five of these qualified for UIC th‘rough one or,

: e
o % N h y more household members and si.xty—five hou.s;ehclds receive welfareu-‘ . ~1. L
? A . payments for one reason or another.: Table 2 shows the various sources

-
It

e . \ of income. One individual may have income from several so%rces..«
S e : r,‘.

,

'l'he inshore fishery involves 149 people directly °and almost every—-.-

‘:".of fish during the three or four months when they are available. This'

i

- ‘-«.

importance and vitality for a couple of reasons.. Firsi:ly, the

U ' A

strccture. of the fishery prevents earning a weekly or monthly‘ salary,

3

ﬁishermen are paid at‘ ;he end of the season, after which they become

Cash receiVed at this time is used to pay off debts

- indurred sincel;'he beginning of the season and unless it has been

.- an exceptionally good year many fishermen find that there is no way 9

[

they can budget their earnings into equal installments over the

-A‘Set:ondly, the short duration of the fishery forces

4

families, in the off—season, to rely on UIC payments or welfere (in

¥

some caaes, both at different times) which although not providing a.

at

high income, provides a cash base for stote—bought commodities which

.;fcoming year.

are supplemented by subsistence production. Subsistence foods, s s . R P

Iy

firewood and 3

mber are procured according to the season when

! item is available or"convenient to obtain.,
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““Qﬁ"ffg Ly B - . Nurse aesrstant .
T i Retail” ‘Store clerk S
. ‘Nfld. Hydro meter. reader ’ e
Garbage collect1on :
ffSeasonhl L , )
' - \)( Road workers

‘ Job Creatlon PrOJecta o
- . . N :athh proaect and -
R “ season) ' L

:' Self-employment . " :." . . ,‘ 4,"“‘_- : s ,\",'j_ -_' s ; . ‘ .

; 24 R Merchants 3“3 . R I
. : ' “Sawmi1ll operators R AR, T
2 Carpenters, boat bu11ders 'Tfp'r“f~537
; ‘Pool Hall owners = . . 2"
- Fur trappers . f.xl.ﬁ*"“" &”1

- w——t . .
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. : . Table 2! Number of Ind1v1duals Engaged in Avallable ‘f- R L R
AP <,f D Localfsonroea of Incomel ) e SRS

Wage emglozgent T S S L
By - Full tlme'“ B T LR TR L N, e

TR . -{Retaxl Store Workere"fi I
-Pogt: offlce employees B VRN Y SN
”;,School ‘teachers.. .7 ¢ .. o 13 2T el
.* Preacher .5'-‘-_ S ,ff*"'.lf' E
L X.GuAlL nurses.: ) L :
'I G A; ‘elinic ma1ntenance and
T "'domest1c eervzces '
v;-Nfld Hydro employees . FRR
- East ‘Shoreé ‘Labrador- Developmentt.
~:_A880¢18t10ﬁ T T
L NEIdL. Fisheries - Board. .
S fSchool Jan1tore '

AR
RN

5_“31 Part clme"fti“ S -‘:.' ::’f

ST LA Wharfinger = . o U
Lo ~5b“iu3',,;jg5i Post: Office (Sandy Hook)
: LT oe e e Fishe plant worker. : RN

13 . . L, i
6= 17 (varres [ NP T ;-i,{i‘

] Fleherman RE g“sﬁj - . 'J'{f‘;}49.7'"‘3::

gUnemployment Insurance R
. Social Assistance o
' '0ld Age Secur1ty .
j,Fam1ly Allowance e jf{‘}:

YA

‘.' B R : PR - K

10ne 1nd1v1dual mey have 1ncome from eeveral categor1ee.~ " The
‘number of f1shermen is the- number of ekrppera -and sharemen. not- the
number aetually 1nvolved w1th frsh handlxng.~ Family allowance’ refere
U to. the number of houeeholde who cen acbually clalm it by reeeon of "

:;hav1ng one or more- ch11dren under ‘the ‘age- of exghteen 11v1ng at home.
”;:not the number of payments for chlldren.‘j
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ﬂ:¥;ﬁ" R e T part txme atore work e eithqr short term, seaaonal, or part tlme. RN iy A1
3ot AR I - 2 ST ,'«“,“. v Sl e S i LR T MEL TR R BT b
‘i N Becauae the 1ab0ur market 13 characterxzed by impetmanence, Sl o : Al 0
- tu C_ Sl . , » T b B '-. ol L
IR s T e v e 4 R e PR . . noget T2
2o L S msecunty, and ‘under-ut:lhzanon of ‘mén - power, “ie” u Mot surpnsing g ,- . o0 e
" !’ - it CONe e .-‘ 5w I Pt [ 3 .‘. «." A = o o ‘-« g h, .:f‘ A S . .
‘ o e " that wage work 13 supplementdry r.o t:he seasonal pattern.-"_‘} e

- .“-.n.,‘ 5 & ., !

..,-

[ Tho ahiff: from. winter :o amer. ll.fe begms & few -days after the

eakup, generally-aroond the:mid@be of May.l Ac5¥v1ty ‘ ii :
a are coq}ked ba;;E;o aoﬂ }aunoheo uootboard
moto:"a‘and dm:se]: eng;nes m'ajd'e teaoy, ﬂ.’f l;or’t"‘lioﬁp;‘ lS-:‘ur;l;iu;n ,hoo’se
;:‘l.o'sed. !or‘the‘seuon ,"ho.uaebold .t'urr‘u:urq and utensxls loaéed' nto : 4

: The- summer-»i:ah:.ng stat::.ona" iy

Provumns muar. be stbcked because t:he salmon collecnon boal:a -

af ' ' e o } LI ) 4 0.’ ‘“ . “ b “ " y .~
. ‘- v, R RS0

: ~carry1ng supphea do not: operal:e unul l:he m1dd1e of June and, even«

maJor m&rchan: encourages, t:he. conunuauon of patronage of :he Pdrt
Hope Simpson qt:orea. Because the Labradbr- coastal envuonment is %

# ..l:he fxshxng sl:al::.ons. Aﬁ th.is' requ:.rea several t.nps.
: ] "Although people are glad to leave the long w l:er beh:.nd and Are

Ll 7 1Por:t: Hope Simson resldem:s occupy the followmg aummet fuhlng
st:at:.ons 3 Dead Islands, Fuhl.ng thpa Harbour, Francu Harbour,.‘ 47
‘Franeis: Harbour Bxght Georges Cove, Hary 8 Harbbur, Murray. Harbour.
,.Peckhama Arm, Sandy Hook, Shlp Hatbour, SIoop Cove, Soug’ Harbour,
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aanxlous to start the Bummer, there 18 not the game’ eense of urgency

e
. R L . ol

o @'to protect salmon and cod berths from usurpers by sett1ng old and

e L Sl D g O
= ORI,

y -

y:useleas nets dur1ng the 1nter1m between*arrlval and the actual

AR

-.fxshxng season as there 1s among some seasonal transhumants 1n other

?if }32 'Llﬂplacesl:":few neople claLn that others have.tsten te::ns,‘out.most\ L
-?;‘;~ agreee tnat there 1s resneqt shown for usufructory r1ghts., Perhaps
;%{f?'ﬁ 'f;this is. because thereil@ not the hea;y compet1t1ton from non-local
. 5§' 'f~longl1ners as there ig; efsewhere.1 :Nearly sll fzshermen complete" .
};fi:f" i;j:the move outsxde with1n ten days of the-flrst boat to lenve Port '
fEi.:;%; "Hope S1mpson. BeCause the people perce1ve the summer QAﬁe as-an '?

'1;:;'; ':"escape from the soc1a“ onf1nement of the w1nter v111age, Ehe

;}tﬁ:;fi ff}atmosphere upon'arrrwallat1 ne sumner nlace 1s much the.same es 1t ;i ST
'fi ”;ﬂ 33;13 for_a c1ty famzly movxng to[a seas1de vacetxon cottsgeiix;Tﬁf ,fﬁf?
f’:ﬂ;v A ‘-Hany school age ch11dren leave school at this'txme to acconpany.‘i”f\?

; ) :;:i 5"~2:the1r parents and'nel;~out vltn chbres wh;ch results in June'scnool.“ -
f o ' .ette‘ndance be1ng about forty per cent of the’ w1nter enrolment' Those ,
'¥§fﬁi{ ‘-fiwho do stay to complete Grade ll'pu£11ﬁ‘exams ot to flnxsh the schoolrih

‘nE{%;g;: ,i;;;r often dtay temPo:arlly"u;th reletlves who reslde 1n Pott Hope ;

-,‘:a?u ' ‘JGTSmeaon durlng the summer. ifi o : o ‘ ‘ -
- Before the salmon and’ cod move 1nehore around the m1ddle of June, z
. '"’men spend thext'tlne oreoarxng fhelr gear, fxxlng up the house,-zs'if
.;j;3:ij.}';,u-fh;ii~rep;1t1ng the‘d;mage that w1nter 1ce d;d 6; thelr stages and ’:if-

. 1There is. however, the occaslonal vandal1sm of f1sh1ng gear.y PR S
y“Thlﬂ occurs most often when a 3111 net lB cut as another fxsherman ~Q;ﬂf,d$ﬂr

.. ‘lays his net.over it. . " R
'.Vtraps belng,cut ‘and " net bouys bexng riddled wtth bullet bolea., Thls
'thas been’ attrlbuted to Jealousy over another s super1or f1sh1ng

- ;success.:“n vl SRR
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'atockp!JLng flsherles aalt. Wohen~§et tHe~house in otder. to I o R

'-~‘.

{
!
¢
i
i

cont1nue the1r ceaseleaa rout1ne of gettxng meale, bak1ng bread

< ) do1ng the laundry, brxng1ng 1n water and flrewood and carlng for ) "i;:'_/f ; f"”

N . - T, . e -"

ch1ldren. Thelr role in the d1v1s1on of labour becomea even more

necessary and t1me coneuming cons1der1ng that there 1a no electr1c1ty

‘-

gj’ 1n most places or the same t1me-sav1ng amenltlea avallable aS 1n Port""'~

TaVerner, begln thelr weekly tr1pa ftom Lew1. orte, Newfoundland to

Goose Bay, ca111ng at Mary 8 Harbour, Sandy Hook W111iams Harbour R\{f,":f’i"

and Port Hope S1mpson among other places. For many,.thls 1a the1r :'f; ';;: f;

f“%-f f1rst £re1ght of the‘year.; The CN passenger and frexght veasels -5'{uf..jm

arr1v1ng later 1n the ah1pp1ng season are the ouly means for sh1pp1ngﬁﬁfjlf

*

“\n ‘:'%;} heavy 1tema auch as anowmoblles, boats;

-~.h\ ;iﬂ:*h o V

bu11d1ng mater1ala etc._”';, j'fi’:“

R

BT almoat every converaatxon.;:

Y

‘ For those who have aalmbn 11cenaes, the maJor E1sh1ng effort
. :

1'H1rected toward salmon catch1ng from the mi ddle of June to the ;‘"'L'

L Bl o .

m1dd1e of July when they_are runnxng.w A small colleotzon boat fﬁf..’ﬁﬂ

Harbour at wh1ch t1me salmon'are wexghed noted on the‘erherman s}gﬂf

K

Syl

1The 1979 salmon aeaaon was poor, although prlces for large
aalmon (over '5.:1b8. ) ‘went -ag_ high: as.$2.40 per pOund. The 1980 - ...
seaaon ‘wag excellent .Prxces paid were tl 50 for small: salmon and B
$2 10"for large. -Spme fishermen earned oVer. half their income from?
aalmon in 1980._ Not all flahermen have ‘a- aalmon 11cenae and only
those hold1ng ltcenaes can sell salmon. iy : S

=
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,-:? salt fiah production.

—*‘available near; only a few fishing stations. .' B I

g Af' although some salt fish is also kept.j A few mussels Jmay be gathered

Iy

R

.'!- °

g T IR S T
. TP =38 = o S
S v f;*h:, . s
i *, o )
A - ) ' e T e e
: During this time, and until the middle or end of August, -cod :;.
P locally called 'fish' as distinct from other species =. provide the R
i : . i
b
“i . -main-source-of income», As they ¢ome inshore, following the caplin,
:ﬂ} . cod traps are employed.~ Overlapping this time and into tha late {f:;-b;

summer Whe“ the fish besin to_move out of the rsnge of cod trsps int0'“" 2

ssltbulk e

Only L& few'people dry fish:

: This plant also buys sea trOut which are ;;.'x

. Throughout the summer fish, salmon, trout and.herringrare not .hJJéJEQ‘:g_; ijlr,tﬁi;"
only‘sold but provide msny meals.‘ There is virtually no .market for ) . !

.” Other species such as flatfish (flounder) turbot, crab Cor caplin.?;. 3
'ﬁaéeQQr, a considerable amount.of'time is spent drping and\salting‘ %

Vil caplin for personal winter consumption. Periodically,mfish is sent j
back to Eort.Hope‘S;mpson.where it can be stored in home freezers,?fh.kfi71:;;*51:{i t:’"

v

but ses resources are not used to their fullest potential for " i“:

subsistence.- People hsve not developed a taste for flounder, turhot,“;f:'u"
crab,‘squid or eels, nor do they gather shrimp, Scallops or clams.

I

y far, the greatest subsistence item on the m&nu is cod.,,.;” "

August is the time_for picking bakeapples. Sometimes an entire .mf i

e 1For a: description of the various types of fishing gear see
Firestone (1937 88 98)5 et il L :

[y
¥




‘ T famlly goes 1nto .the treeyleas hxlla; aroxed w1th bucket:a and lunch
s :;'_ k to ooend the whole day p1ck1ng bernes, or- someemea l:he aoulc'
,Q;é:";::.~ "£‘;;f :f}iehe;;%o of a'fasgi eacheo ;ergeelpatlng I what they‘;eg; d'a
-:,.i.f , i ; : women 's end chxloren‘s wo}'ls., Cons'z.;l-e.rmg'the comparat;; e

5 oy T N 1' .\or{;n:oor:‘aocé of berry p:..tl:k:.ng' t:o ‘fmhrng ll.l the l'lot'we.hold eco"no;i)‘r'

b oa
o
2 ~{-“.‘ . ',' =08 -' ; oy "' e T "’.'N .". v - i .'. ." " ' /‘ " “. & o |
T arti' ipate, t:hey do not dmi‘ni'sh the importance o berry p:.cking i
b 2 ) SISy . )

3 ' . By Sept;.em er : ”.t:he f;a.}; '.ha_ye moved offshore."' People 11v1ng on.the
l | furthelt back 1n 'the‘ !:ey. ,.but by Octobe-r, _oolessﬂo-oe has :a‘.- g fan
"‘; ‘_“ ' s " to. hexploir,‘ .the erea a few 'mlxles:off:s'oore,.tlh‘e seaeon 19 ove.r..'""r" :
x g .,-"" , _ '_;E‘mh are co,llected by hshe‘ry Products‘v‘;,td., act:_xgg ‘as’a _:agent: of
“_ “Z i :-,. .“the canad;an lS.altfish‘Corpor.:atio.n, : .gmning at t.he- enc; of Auguat:‘;
{' Y \;:hrbugh October.‘ F:.sh are grelded accordl.'n‘g t:o, s:.'”zeué;u.i quehty an;l
a- few weeke later,' a .chequ'e‘ 1.8“ la;txed _ef.teir deduc-;:im.g ‘thecredit' a

‘.

9 b LY

T urred durtng i:hat'. or the-—prevmus year‘for 1t:ems auch as’ fuel
Hany famhes' -have 11t:t:1e cash lefc -over after pay

off debt:s 80 that: there 'J.é

v . o)

'an :.ncreaae m -the. number of socul

.aaautance reéi[’:ient's -’in % fall untzl t:he UIC cheques beg:.n to

." _.,-..\ g -.,._.

'.‘: arrl,ve .tn m:.d—Novemben to December.. ,'.. j"‘“'

I.nfn.ng of the move back Eo Port Hope"'-

a' variety of sea birda are'

R
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-;:x'L which many fishermen take trips to Newfoundland or elsewhere to visitAvy;

»e

hunted . rom the middle of Ottober through March, spruce
2

et

partridge and ptarmigan are huntef The fall is the time during

' relstivesgfbecause some have a- qu&ntity of ready cash especially

sharemen with na expenses to pay, and it is a slack time of year
\'x SQ ) .

before more important activities begin with cold weathe

;Simpson and school attendance is up tb its peak. This is the time

S -

onslaught of winter\ L:u'
N i.)-z

‘

’ By November, as falk turns to the festures of various :

"A s . RN © . s o

Although there is a multitude of daily tasks which must be attended to,.;};ﬁ
' such as cutting and splitting firewood Irepairing engines,'setting

snares fbr rabbits and completing home improvements these chores arexlf

e
| e i S

lEss arduohs than summertime,activities..ﬁThe UIC payment season fo:

E.‘

fishermen 1asts from NOVember l until May 15 but delays in

1

submitting forms and processing often mean waiting until Christma:“

for the first cheque.. Nhen freeze—up approaches usually sho' '..'

pass without mail until Labrador Airways can land on the

. \.,
’ s '~ ;

newly-frozen ice.';Asfthe last freight boats arrive, the stores lay

e -Some of the different species of seabirds are locally called
. shore:ducks; ‘black ‘ducks’; divers, bottle-nosed divers, ipinkerssy ~f_.
) eiders, pigeons, puffins, pie birda wobbies, sea hens, shell birds,




@i ‘T‘j-'.'.':",»"".in stock -f‘azl"ai't‘he wmter A few men" go 'rintn _the ooun y.._to .t.xlap

i’ L "fixr'a; a;';d,»'~ ;'or"a.b'ouf. 'three va'_ee;cs befé;e ‘(.:llmxetm‘a.a.,. e few men net

; ‘ »aeall'as in 'the' l'outelde beye:. e 4 ._ , b -

L= ) '""Dixrmg‘ the. Christmas season, regular activity -or-. "work"_'.

' o '* thh the hol‘J.day“ Bpxr:.t.’ Beef:beeetn;e; .m;.‘;r:; .a.\_r.ailable when t!1e ];ohds. w
c _: . and ‘r.1‘\.r'er5 freeze, enabl, n g tr:.ps by:;l.ow.mob:,le .to. the retn:.l outletg .'.".'._~"5’-",
e G g o ~-“, b B ST R T IR TS e 1R L Y, : & ‘ o 4 .‘;--;; TS N

I -0 m Cha.rloﬁtetown and Mary'a Harbour.':"cnurch acti |it o erease -and s

‘: -remain the centre of t:’he'f Pe*ntecpst'al conm.(nig:y B soclal act:.v:.ty
" = " = “‘ ‘th‘r.oughout th" wunter. 'V:i:s.'l.;:ing 'l?et.weén. .hel;a"e; }anre‘a"ses. :.:': U
g * . . atlwgys x"es.trl ted ‘l:o ;:erteln groups wi.ti':'.a:.‘::;n:anor‘\1 ident:.ty and
:{',xl:feree,t.. 'Ihere are .onl}.\a'b.out a dozen Chr:.st-:mas'“l ;mummere and
: o o R et o »--" ts, AP
: ’ : "callron only thoae houses witl}}n_their socxal net:work. e ’.f'-~_ "
’ ’ ' :','.- ' T-h;o-uqhout the deep winter, .time 1 a‘pentl: .cutt.u.n.g f:l.rewood _an‘d
i - "'l;aul:mg: 1t by snowmob:lle -a;'l'd komatxk to prowrlnzle:,": a;ffl.c:l.en supply; for ".‘
2-‘1...'; a t‘ull year. Txmber.__:;s but and haule& t:oa m115|.."s E:e tghex:e:, .llate'z‘- In. -‘\. -
“"'j . the spr’J.ng ox: sumer,{t :..w‘llliliae saﬁed 1nto lumbez"- ' ‘n 198-(; ; a Canad.q" X
- k] Ll SR s o 5 T .‘ Bl St e pRchl
e ; ,Works project employed ae‘venteen‘men t:o wnien and"impi:-ove ,snowmobJ:Sl.e. g

+

‘trails. 'I'he few meet:.ngs held by t:he Community councn.l 2 AE'a'st: Shere L ‘ -'_‘
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‘C. "The: Conmum.ty Power Structure.
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mjlled; a motorboat takes a little longer. Even béfore.the snow and

“vice melt en\é L-aﬂrsdor Airways converts from_‘ skis to ‘p‘ontoons, ‘people

. . , ' . ey s
.once again prepare for the symmer-move outside to their fishing

stations. .- ; IR D e

.a

N oo e DI LR . . I
o ‘ .
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@ 'A qu1ck walk around Porl: Hope Sunpson would teveal that: there

. \v

sre, 1ndeed soc1o-econom1c dlspanues. The ap}:earance of houses o
. o 4 . .

‘ ~...'_seem to range from the nonon oT m1dd1e class liiring _:o~pov.er,ty

0

levelJ although there are no seedy sections of the" community. .A
newcomer mlght hypothesue th,at ﬁeople 'living in the less attrscciue .

places pursue deferent occups‘tions, or at lesst have g lower social”

K3

. st:end:.ng thsn those 11v1ng in subufban-type dwelhngs. Cln bo‘th ceses

the. hypot:hens would be wrong. A. flsherman nught live'in a newly
W I‘

,bullt bungalow th:h a’ concret:e foundatlon -and 011 furnsnce, D‘t he

i ‘( B o

4m1ght 11ve in an extremely modest house, bu11t: yearé’ ago. wu:h local

PRI U

3 "Newfoundland outports as documented by ‘Bans (l9

N

e
-However, there dre - no soc1o-econom1c clesses as the word 1s

matenals only, no, foundanon, and heat:ed wit:h wood. 'I'he same could

I_ hold t:rue of a merchant. :AFurther, the appesx:ance o£ t:he house does

not necesssnly denot:e the status of ‘the household 1n the commumt:y.~

- To be sure, there 13 an unequel d1str1butl.on of matenal gqods '*-': .
N . e [

and income and there ex:.sbs a merchent/pat:ronsge power structure. -
K

mesn d1st1nctly st:rat1f1ed estegones

_‘ ‘f people which er‘ recognlzed

‘say, 1n -a large c1ty 'I'he egahtansn Ldeology f7(d in msny

) s Flrestone

(1967) Nemec (1980) and Szwed (196@ 1n_¢‘:grp{rste norms ths!: '."_.:,:___‘_.._‘
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. feel.mg toward the communlt); broker.

o e members, although elected .by rea:.denta.' are Subject to cont:.noue

'backbltlng ..
.the danger. of 'too.mu‘ch. po‘wer.

L the ~n'orth coast -'of ~.Labrador.

Y
g vS.lmpBOl'l candldate was soundly defeated by the communlty. Most

than by hJ.B part:.cular platform.

‘ ~.~,rep11ed, "I can't thlnk of anyone from here. ,

' ‘anyone from her elected

selves w

'.".the caae w:.th out:e:.ders as well, ltiwas

B Cee . " . .
- ol - RN 7o, ~ ‘. h
! ¥ T . : v
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o v . . .‘i
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res;LdentB of a. communlty should be equal in the:.r J.nfluence and
status, "IhlB egalitari,ana ethlc, Wh:LCh prevalls in
operates to pul‘l the h:l,ghest down to the . level of the lowest The

'comment made about.one unerchant (not all merchants), "he thlnka he B

, - BO h1gh and ms.ghty now, he forgets how he was ralsed" typlhes the

e

Due to th:.s strong senBe of

E . RPN o -' s "'4

1

leadershlp to come from thhm the commumty. Commum.ty Counc’il A

KN [P W -~,A,, N

but we- should all be equal" 19 a mlld »remark about what J.B seen as

Although the Communlty Counc:.l has

. little actual authonty, it is not as. actWe as 1ts counterparts on

.-.-“- n - e

Meetlngs are few, pqorly 'attended, and

S

"'CouncJ.l buslnesa 15 not well i‘aﬁn Contrary to the local bellef. " '

-

COUl‘lCll members are not pa*fd._ NG

Durmg the last electlon for MHA .(Member of the Housé of

N . 'ﬁ.“
- -

-

resldents expla:.ned thJ.s by hJ.s relat:n.onshlp to the communlty rather",

. -
( :

.. “'-

) ,"_':Hope »Slmpson who would be a good pOllthlan, one woman typlcally

;-. - «‘u,.‘

. B . v
Lt '\

u

They are always thlnkmg of the.tr an

. ‘_-,_‘ -

Although J.t dJ.d not ‘seem to occur to her that th;.s mlght be

kN v. -~ ,;_‘,‘,

apparent that she felt people

"Some people thmk they are a lot better than we~ are, a

. .7- . (- ‘. _-.“'l..'
-,:Assembly, the Prov:l.nlmal Leglslature), an unsuccessful Port Hope

When ~aaked to name xsomeone.an' Port-i I

Port - Hope Slmpson »

-

I wouldn't want to seeﬁ‘.' R

A
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" . . . oo . !
in: the communlty would , and Bhould, look out for thelr own fam.tlleaf R K i
first. Generally res:.dents seek and have'come to depend on outa:.de J P 1

. .’home.

) often of v:l.tal J.mportance to the commun:l.ty, are not known or ‘;, =

Local polltics does not depend on.a formal system as it does J.n :i

K

lar‘ger communltles. 'npere is a general dlstruet of such processes" -

don't do” no good to k:.ck becauae you get cut off ¥ “ 'I‘he real

1
e

concenSUB 1.5 made after the meetlngs 1n someone B, fJ.shJ.ng stage or at

»

H’owever, it is 1mposeu.b1e for thls ,xnfcrmal system to replace

formal channela.' In splte of J.nformatlon Spreadmg very quxckly»‘ via e
the oral commun:l.cation network the nature ofo thla network excludes >

- SN ' N . .

certam groups., Furthermore ' 1t does not paaa .on informatlon that

Iy

Lo I.

may be relevant to an 1nd1v;dﬂa]:'s econom:.c future. For example, 1t [

may qulckly ',beconfe known‘ that Anthony Cunnmgham caught f]_ity

. E
4

qulntals of fa.sh on a pert:.cular rﬁormng, but new UIC regulat.xona,

At - Tt
‘-

Comtnonly held mlsconceptwns, ree{ultlng from what one has
A

v, Lt : . s '
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oo .::g ex1ats. The 1nfluence and adv1ce of some resxdentp 1s valued more

Tee 7T LY e -

A e e gy e e e et e, s e

I
d
£

4

S TR Sl S
ey xprec1se locat1on and measurement of a house lot‘ a- mear. 1mposs1ﬁ1e .
. . AT : N R .
R _task conslder1ng the, absence of estabr{:hed boundary msrkers and a
TRt “;'ihouse lot plan long slnce obsolete. Nevertheless, she remarked to . -1Efﬂﬂ{ o

N R LA

P IS

. ’ LN .
S L - . B P -
o S - . N -

‘.

th1s year it was going to be cut back to one—flfth." Thls was

blatantly false but there were no plans to 1nvestlgate ‘the truth of

the rumOur._~ . A - .
N . A « ."‘ . . v .\_ i (
Although gossxp and r1d1cule are sanctlons wh1ch dlscourage overt

A r

communlty leadershxp, Ehis is not to. say that no communxty politics

sal . s a‘

hxghly than others hecause of the1r status a8’ expertb ' In general
':::i Lt 1s usefulfto d1st1ngu1sh tuo categor1es of 1nfluent1als., The

o LA . o

Wt

“oa A

' flrst 1s those pebple who have an ascr1bed status by v1rtue of a

w
- v

13pec1allzed occuyatlon in the commun1ty such as. teacher or preacher.ys

:The second category is those.ﬁho achleve the1r status by excelllng 1n fgn= AR
PR AN o

R 'thexr performance g communlty members accord1ng to. local norms.

People in the first- category, commonly outstders,. have more

.formal educatlon than otheta and are called upon not only for the1r T e

.1’

.professlonal expertlse but for the;r capac1ty as educated people

o L . -_-<,—‘ 3

e belxeved to possess var1ous klnds of 1nformat1on. . For éxample,
’ ) : \ g R S

xteachers are oten asked to complete 1ncome tax returns, ‘a sk1ll many'

Port Hope Slmpson people lack.“ .5_ "~'3 : - h_ i (a.}f N i}
The communlty at large respects those who have formal educatlon h;‘ B
f}only 1f 1t csn serve some 1mmed1ate need., Sometlmes,-however,-the1rf"_ ‘fa e

. El
K

expectat1ons are unrealxst1c.~ In one 1nstance, & woman requested a j\“-

school prlncxpal to complete a land lease app11cat1on whxch requ1red NS f:

v:fher fam11y;'"1f he csn t do 1t btth all Ehe educatxon hé s got he s“f‘f

o

h]
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: reputatmn. Hovrever, subtle communlcatmn of personal aaaeta,

‘d~ropout rateL in the local schools, arrd 1n the Anglxcan School no one -

parental aupport for achool: achJ.eVement. Aa long aa there ex1ata a f-'_‘

competenl?‘ in the rolea and act1v1t1es aaaoctated thh Labrador 11fe.

. must be uaed to one a advantage 1n order t:o achleVe lnfluence.

got no busmeas bexng a prtnc1pal. Thqa, educati-on i'tself commends

N N - 4 .

reapect only 1nsofar as it- relates to its’ ut111ty. , ‘l‘here is a h1gh

has gone to trade achool or: to a um.veralty thhin recent memory.

» e m, K ..,

Teachers attnbute duregard for hlgher educatx.on to a lack of¢ i L

da11y 1‘1fe m Porl: Hope Smpson. Moat teachera feel there 1a 11tt1e

K

*s

low educatxonal level among the ma_]oru:y, the few who have

\ a .
]

transcended the educatxonal gap m.il have aomet:hxng to offer the “

commumty and can be in, a poaxtxon to 1nf1uence the comfhumty 'f»':, . N §
pol1t1cs even Lf only 1nd1rectly. EE : T _ M A ' ;
The aecond category of 1nf1uent1ala conamta of thoae who are cee

They may be above average fmhemen, trappera, housebuﬂders, ’

o .- Tale

electncxana, small engme mechanxcs, etc. “In a small commum.g:y

R — .4‘.

these slulls are readll,y observable, but gmply employmg sk1lls for

d , N

one s own benefit 1a not enough. 'l'he mformal commumcatmn ayatem " R,

- . v S e - n-

[T (_‘J
’ . «". " H -

1a a danger of over-commum.catlng knowledge and sk111, that xs,

braggmg,rwhlch can have a deletenous effect on peraonal

aometlmed shrewdly dehberate. can enhance one s mfluence. . For-‘f‘:' .

example, a man akxlled 1n electncal m,rmg would never approach

,,l

someone bulldmg a: new house, but: would let rt be known through thej.-'- -

.l . . 1 -\ ‘, . o,

grapevme that he could be approached for h1s serv1cea. There would
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~ ensue t:he whole complex' of,informal"and,. indirect’ communica'tion '

-':‘.f'and "keep r.he 11nes °Pe“ - #

s ~“?:j}§' .. ) . . - 47 - 4,;‘

PR

..
'

'descnbed by Chmramonte (1971) to secure a contract bet:ween the

’ cl:.ent and the craftsman. The*or-al communica'tio‘n network 'i.s ‘the

RN N [N
< .

m‘ean-s.of advertumg for contracts and one muet be able t:o enter it

IR RS

communlty, sicknesa, aee1dents, changes 1n personal' relanonstups, :

W v

new matenal acqu131t1ons and‘ the arr:.val of the Mountle or Welfare

a -

-0ff1cer. News travele qulckly .but seldom d1rect1y. Unlesg .one: can

f‘_,_ o F.oo

. prompt another to reveal what he knows by offenng vanoun news Ltems

-m exchange he Wlll learn very 11tt1e. These news u:ems have

. e
~ T

"dxfferent values dependzng on how new or novel they are and how ‘

1 X

rzmportant the hstener feels t:hey are. . Some people, because of thelr
. . ,\ . .

i

_socm-ecenomc posxtxon m the commum.ty and. consequently, theu' L

L -

' v".relatmnahlp w1th the communleatmn network have no 1nformat1on to

Fl .
i Sl R i

"’4,'81ve and are the 4last to hear 1nfomat1on._ 'I‘he e1ghteen houeeholds .

e ' »‘.‘.' . a
. »- -

-.‘who own CB rndxos in Port Hope S:.mpson and outsnde frshmg ,v1llages
B ,:-.are 1.n a good poa1t10n to act as bnokers of 1nformatxon. E The degree

.~',_:?,of an mdwxdual s socxo-economxc 1nfuence, of course, _1s nol:

-determmed mdependently by a person 8 ma,rupulat:mn of gosa:.p, but by

SR e

“‘

"hls ab111t:y to commum.cate advantageously hxs own compet:ence and
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J{ . - of -th'e nformal communmat:.on network. For a person to contmue h1s T
S % influence over,othe"rs_and - at the same t::.me, at::.ll muntam commumty " SRR i)
3 ' acceptance, he must temper hu control so that he’ 13 not aeen as R e
- rieing ‘abov‘e.vth'e {commuriu_:y ‘meany ¢ S .

coUrse, there always were* people who were less anlmed “to, puraue the t' B -

B people 11ke that today. The only dlfferEnce 13 that the secur1t:y now oo o ‘
prov:.ded by Vanous t:ypes of government transfer paymenl:s, subs1d1es,

D Values and Stat:us in l:he Cormnumtl.”;-"' “" ‘_ ',

1n 1949 the govermnent played a muumal part in prov1d1ng peteonal

.

. eecunty..~ At: that tme, fsecunty was provxded by the famlly efforts Lo ,‘ i

and the rec1proca1 efforts of other fam111es:_ The ‘rec:Lprocw.ty t:hal:

1“ . B - . o, e PR &,

mehes extended \:o each other prov1ded the clo.seness and commumty

. . "‘ ' ~ N . ‘

'sol1dar1ty that the older people 1n Port Hope Sunpson say 1s gone,
bul: a lazy man cuuld not rely on- h1s nelghbour 8 help for long. Of

.,‘- . 5'.

. N -

. ‘. . .- L
."-!- - RSN o B

auccess ethxc than l:helr more amb:.tmue nelghbours, and t:here are -

-
i

and programmea ig; rendered on an 1mperaona1 1eve1 by a bureaucracy

i
\. . R . - PR

’
-

ey

o ,that has 11tt1e recogmtan of an 1nd1v1dua1 a status 1n fhe

PRI

- v - oo e d N .

cammum.ty... Hence, t:he rat:Lo of work to securu:y has beemdwtorted

:,‘ .. ,~,,
b o ’

by govenment’ 1ntervent1on. - However, goverment 1nt,ervent1on has not

change/d'the tradittbnal‘attuude toward the value of work.‘ How hard DR

i

j a person worka is 8:111 the means by wfuch hé galns or loses h1s

Y ﬁv
5o T ﬁ'rq".,mw-.




§ . Work whlch means- physical act1v1ty d1rected toward provxdlng
b b : -
: % P ' family aeeunty, is consldered proof of a man' 8 worth. 'Qormnunrty

g ,partlclpatxon in: the work act1.v1.t1es of the seasonal cycle help a

PR - PR L . . . ‘.

v '. :.-

‘flshmg statmn, work relsted to the f1shery (J.ncludr.ng when a man

°
,v

_Eof fxrewood, small gsme huntmg and seal:.ng. cutt:.ng t:.mber for

.','.

a

e N . B Coa

. ‘ "'_ T explanat:.on for the evaluatlon of a man by the smount: of phys:.cal
work he does, rather than qn what occupatwn he holds. As long as he

. "‘13 seen to be contnbutlng to hls own and hls fam 1y s rndependence,f

P

; :_ngen up for the sake of steady wages such as that offered by

o . . . -

Ces ! “xndependence. Whereas UIC has a postt:.ve connotatl.on because of the

T . "'.,work requ1red to obtam 1t contmuous rece1pt of welfare has a

".threst to the moral commuruty.’ The 1ncome earned by a margmally

'

'

;"'produet:we f:.shermsn 18 sometlmes less than that wh:l.ch soc1a1

; al
Tt

asslstance offers.\,. One 'man* sheep1shly admtted "To tell the truth

B -

e ' ) L ﬁ:.
Do that th:l.s 1s not the usual case does not prevent commum.t)r E

"""condemnatmn of those who are seen to 1ncrease the1r 1ncome w1thout

o T acceptance 1s not guaranteed by slmp}y holdmg a gob. Instead ',';-_;", T

‘ The fact that resldents are not occupatlonally mob1le suggests an

. '_If'he 1s legltunated. . Independence 1s h1ghly valued and has never been N

” woodswork. . 'I‘he moral commum.ty hss formed around the qual:.ty of K

A,
o~

con person earn a 1eg1t1mate socml status -‘msmtensnce of the summer :

E qu1ts and shxfts bac'k 1n the bsy'), gathermg the w1nter 8 supply 5

DA "v.."negatlve connotatxon because 1ts doncomtant of 1dleness poses A e

g "‘:_.';I'get more when I'm on welfare thsn when I m, f1sh1ng. , The fact S




i

| °© The different social :stetu's of hard workers :'a_nd thoge who do not
. 1 . o exe‘rt‘the unspecif‘i’e‘diannount of work time, is not a'lways' visible in.
' Port Hope Smpson becauee oE the aw)nlablhty of mater1a1 praducts to .

the latter as 'Hell as the former. vThere 1s a marked d1spar1ty of

PSR .' 11v1ng colld,u"ons,

1

‘y

ever. . Some fem111es 11ve 1n houses not e

L no concrete foundatxon or Lnsulatxon, no telephone and few modern

' '.,,

"wfurmshxngs. Others hve 111 .omercmlly'nded bungnlow houses m.th

(R s .
. 5 s . 4
a 1 ¢ v

; all the trappmgs seen in: mod_’;‘n suburban dwellmgs. In the lest R
i n B fxve or s1x years twenty houses of the latter type have been erected
SR B . DR S N B ¢

R osix are now under constructlon. All have BEen framed w1th locally
o Tl ads

sawed lumber’ and eheathed and fz.mshed w:.fﬁ commerczal products. :

Most have dnlled or dug wells.; thle many res:.dents have ut111zed

e
H
3

Ll T the vanous government and pnvate mortgage plans, some pay for

i L

.

i

o matenal.s frOm thexr own saw.ngs, postponmg constructq.on, when :'

’ necessary, unt11 they can afford to buy matenals, wh.rle 11v1ng m

o thelr old house. 'rhere is, a general reluctance, espec;rally among

'
i

o _~older people to use commercml credxt.‘ In.-.any‘case;r- ,n‘e1ther the \

w 'method of fmanc1ng nor the appearance of a house are” rehable

. N . -_',
i - .

1nd1cators nf status. A

1

M,

.‘People confommg to the commum.ty work etzh:.c or holdmg

.7 . .‘-‘

e -relatwely hlgher 1ncomes do not necessarrly have new houses or '

e "modern ft!rmshmgs.. In ‘one case ‘a man choosea ‘to remvest Ain - the

- % ':1.-
N

oo ..f1shery and 1n tools and machmery for h1s workshop. . In another -

. -

~"}case, the money made 1n a margxnal fxshmg crew 1s stretched so I:hat

Lt e

-"‘:'.he wﬂl not have to go on. welfare and ten per cent of h1s mcome 1s ,i_ L

e U WA
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tithed to the ?entecostal .'Church.‘
. family of ch11dren to be supported.

: surroundings by a. reJect1on o£ modern values.

P . AN

You cam vacuum all day and" there d st111 58 germs 1“ them.

fussy about alll that"f:uff\

the house clean. '»

4

Many Justlfy the:.r more humble

b "If people wants to .

In a third case, there is a- Iarge

IEIEE

Imnot

‘.:All ‘A, man needa 19 a good woman to keep

'.
s

PN

h

0£ course, not everyone takes pr1de 1l\ 11v1.ng 1"

the old way. Once when I was 1nv1ted for a meal, A womep sp1d

‘s, '

" "You 11 heve to excuse the way n.t 15 around here..

T as down at Aunt Ethel a.. Hany people on welfare are apologetm
. . . e 7 . " Rl
about the1r present surroundlngs end would not choose to live . m the

S

old way.

.

Yet many older ree1deﬁts express regret that the commumty has

changed. "I was a one hundred percent better 11fe 4in all ways. ,'

There was more work better medlcal serv1ces, and people were

‘o : T s LT e et

health:.er., 'nungs has changed so ‘much around here, a. lot of the old

people up at the cemetery wouldn t stey 1f they came back today.

11fe. It 13 1mp11ed that Port Hope Slmpson soclety used to be more

i

homogeneous than 1t 15 today becauseﬁn t‘he old days there were no -

~

.
-

. i;’ mily or re11g1ous facttons..

-, ‘ H N 'n

d:.m:.nleh the mportance qf one man 8. remark as he recalled the exact

T +
' \ L - ;

locatmn of the cabms of faml.hes who, left Port Hope Smpson after

1 ' |

’ the cloung of the Labrador Development Company and wh1ch have long

-

oId';house's 1s,-‘because:e've.ryone '.'used to v131t_..each ot'h_er. Evsery
Toenri ’ PN ".‘- _ o, . I‘.. R ’ _ T l"-'-‘ .'.‘.".

¥ RN KRR gt

know why they get s1ck, it! s becauee of the carpete 1n the1r houses.

It s not so m.ce

“ o e , T

R Lamentetz.on of daya gone by usually centres on the change in soc1al .

Whether or not th:.s was true does not s

smce been torn down..“ "'l'he reason I can remember so many people 8 -

T e

N P




: B , " z 3 i

- '5'2~ - ' ‘ f”
i i | PFriday night thege's, be a time at somebody s house and we'd bring out” . T 'r:
° ’ - the home brew and dance 'til it got light again._, You ‘don’! t (s,ee EE L ‘ |

' o nothing like that anymore. e o :
‘}'.'l'- . . Several events subsequent to the vithdrawal of the Labrador
e a e Development Company are cited as the harbingers of social and
: economic change w\ithin“the community.. jf The establishment of the '5.‘"_‘3’ conie
; in the woods once he gotl his stsmps-v.'_ No way would he go to worlt. ' ERRRE

: B The abandonment of dOg teams f’br snowmobiles in the mid-sixities ‘ _

“ 3 :4 yv‘as seen to vsﬁtrain oeople 's cash reserves. f. "Now half the money spfent'. N ‘ ’ ,';nl ":
i‘j by th.e’ comnunity goes out on snowmobiles._ In the old days only a : g
v lazy man couldn‘t afford to keep a dog ‘tes.m Now‘everybody's“ got £ . :

. | h5ve a Skidoo and this year s model at, that._’_‘ Whereas the number of ’
: : y .

k dog‘ teams were oonsiderably 1ess than the number of households, today ‘;_-J‘ '. ‘ ";’
% . there are over 200 snowmobiles in the commgnity, 'some households viith S '*l;

[ ) none and some with as many as ten., During the“winter months one is . _

: " . ) hard pressed to find at time of day or night when at llea‘st several are’,z"t:'-;

R o ‘not. in ‘use. Similarly, not all of the 47' motor vehicles are used for s e ;

e h‘e céssity' | o

‘ F The ;:eluctance of pe0p1e to visit and be visited in their homes. » '.

s “on a communitv uide basis is attributed ‘in part to people s e

. , ) reoccupation with television. . Indeed most houses hsve a television '
- set on continuoUsly whether young children are present or not. .
Ry _Seleetive viewing is not possible since only one channel, CBG from e
. D ‘
- R
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SR

g already has 1t, precrpltates a complex of exchanges.

: as is ev:Ldent by the exutence of tuo churches and two anhoole. -Fr,"e'ef'

a T N

.',’ . - . ’, >

: : v:l.srtatmn between edulte of d1fferent farths is- mh:.brted. : i
“\ Pentecosts make -a. cbnscxoua effort to’ avo1d close 'associauon wzth '__

B L those who lead un(hnstran leestyles, and non-Pentecosts say they

e e :.. » s
SN M oy

.

S feel unc0mfortnb1e in’ the homes of those escnbmg to the Pentecostalx i

- s .3

PN PYRYEN

s -, few and must be organlzed to avo1d confhot w:.th Pentecostal :
i - : a doctnne. Drmk:.ng and dancmg take place among non—Pentecostu only

Vo ..

"ﬁ_after the fomnlyt'xes of event:s such as wedding receptrons or

banquetB ‘ate e ove'r and also on’ weekends eapecuIly durmg the .wi.nter.

alcohol in any form‘ A connectxon must be made wxch aomeone 1n

; L -

Mary 8, Harbour, merlottetown, St.,Anthony, or Gooee Bay who vrll

- shxp the goods by coastal boat or wrth a res:.dent who 13 travellmg -

..a.‘ . v - . . .

o to such a conrnun1ty and wrll return wzth an order. .‘ Bnngxng eloh011c.

- ,' beverages J.nto t.he communi.ty or procur:.ng a drmk from eomeone who :
W 'c" . . j g MR
Duung the

wmter, the. d).ff:.culty of obt:ammg beer is leseened when t:r:.pa can '

P

v 1'."‘ .o ‘,f;",. Charlottetown;'rabout 25 tm 30 mrlea dlatant. o ' ’
: . .5- Th‘e shrft~ from the autonomoua‘ famlly of former .)'ears ‘to ‘ 3 .
LT . R Q- e .
3 "'-,‘»‘4‘, ' 1ncreasz.ng dependence on government 1m:ervenluon reeults 1n two _J '
| h"ll dxfferer.rt' manrfestatxons On; one hand rea:.dente 'take pnde 1.n
- .llvmg .urrder Lalerador cohdrtr.ons; cOgnualnt l:hat they carry‘ orw\‘ a r
- -u'n.:..que l:radrt:.on‘of se lfrrellance and 1ndepetrtl‘ehce, they are

- ‘ Lol - “ ey B BRI . C f e
c . n.,x.

survwors. On the other hand 'th‘ej: .hgye;qgvel,oped. 'eagbee.ta_tiqgﬁs:"og' :

e

be made relatxvely easlly by snowmobx.le ko’ Mary 8! Harbour and ’;n:.

o prohrbxtzon aga:l.nat mokxng and drmklng.‘ Secular socul events ere .

; Since there is no reta11 beer or 11quor outlet in’ the commumty o
~ . ,- (,' :
- one: must exerclse a degree of foreught and reeourcefulness to obta:.n,,,_,
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11m1ted use. 'l'he twlne loft' is looeted 1nc0nven1ent1y away from ' .
; t’ne bay and t:he conﬂnonlty, notwithstandlng the fact that work on. = “
ftshxng nets 1s r‘na;.nly done m the outa1de fteh1ng stat:umg. o : S j ’
h conunun1ty hall 13 seldom used because of _the expense and lack of L i
.organlze‘tw‘n;. The Outude- fzshing v1llages rema1n essentully' the :
emne ag: tne'yiere."géneratlons ago ~w1th the excep;:lon of 'a fuh Plant
: m ;11111arﬂs Harooubr, telephonee 1n @ few places,' ‘alnd‘a .fe" Pl‘lvately o '\‘.

need of repa 11-.

. nodernization - édme 'i'ea'ébhabie .aiid "aén':e:"not - whl;eh'-‘tli'ey feel .a'r"e‘,' R Ll on N

1n ‘a, lnrge part, t:he goverment 8" respons:tbrhty,, for fulfulhng._ .’ -,:f‘. ‘

Older peole regret changes that have come m.th modernlzatmn - yet# ) S

ho“pes ate set on further conmunlty 1m“pronnem‘e‘nts. ‘ ‘ ' ‘
- A cont1nuous complamc ia.the 1d?ndequacy and\ poor plannmg of . :v:.

St ex1st1ng com:mumty faclh.t.'.es.-

. Slmpson and other coastal communities’ concerumg land use,’ water,.'
‘sewerage, aol:ul vaste’ d1sposa1 electric power,: transporl:atmn Lo
" facilities, " ‘and fn'e protect:.on.,-
' to be adopted.

' 1ce break-up and freeze-up penods. A water aystem wh1ch wns rplﬂhIIEd
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Traneportatmn to placeﬁ more than a

1 -t . ) ot

1

L e,

to serve part of the community was begun but never materuhzed. I S

,anate severs st111 empty 1nto the bay. 'rhe road 1s 1n constant

.:'Buxldmgs produced by w:.nter works proJ ects have

[ . “

11n Hay 1980. l:he Department of Humc:.pal Affalrs and Houslng:‘-'
publ:.ahed a; number of ‘tecommeénded. community - plans for. Port Hope

A year later these plana wer‘e yet




found'er of the commum.ty, J 0. W111Lams. 19 ran;ed to l:he 1eve1 of a-

) x :

demlgod at tunes.- "Thls commututy d
. t K o eyt

He had,:.blg

be a’ lot d1fferent 1f o.ld J. 0.'

H11118ms was here today. plans for th"' commumt:yr He o

“a

6 . ‘
1n order to clarify the more detailed examination of conditions

V- . B VA. 4 M.

affecting s‘lsatus :Ln the chapters t;o foll.ow. From the history and

development of the eommun:l.ty, it can be seen that fu“.l.l-t—dme wage

e,

employment was nev’er reliable.

Although government :Lntervention ’ '

'I'he 1nland community ef Pbrt Hope Simpson waa founded as a
" “ - ‘- ‘ e .
1umber town by t:he Lal?rador‘DeVelopment Company in 1934 vhich at.”

-'n/

timber operation of f.ered

- I

Most men had been fishermen and many .




present, there’ is no export timber industry andjmost former full-time

woodsmen have returned to the fishery. &

The traditional.fish merchant/patron power structure allowed
.Labrador fishermen little economic'control over»prices‘and marketing.

Although this situation has been improVed somewhat through government

- coastal Labrador fishing communities from market centres and new
e . BRI

ug_technological opportunities Bes left Labrsdor in hore fisherme\wfar

ﬂ behind their contemporaries:in'obher places.y ‘[,igi;;j
- _— C Lol B

Increased government attention to the fishery and community

e facilities hss led people to expect a great deal of gove?dment/
'assistance, but geographical isolation has made governmedt

'communication and administration of programmes difficult lhd time K

Anl

consuming.l Many people feel bitter about the excessive delays in

: implementing desired change in the—cammunity and the fishery.'

) r N

l; arbitration and a recently introduced fisheries union, the isolation of

L

.

'T§\_

RPN S A

/

-~

The description of the present labour msrket reveals %hat Af Ngﬁ\\

) anything, eeonomic security has worsened. Wage lab0ur, whether in

! Sff-};Qf . the fishery, government sponsored programmes, or self-employment . Hl‘ -
e ' I ' Lo
Labradorihns,«”

tends to be seasonal

e . RS .

short—term, and unpredictable.

. observe a’ seasonsl cycle which.includes cash and subsistence ‘1;-)“ P

- f o

production as. well as reliance on government transfer payments. .
~\ N

) “;?.‘

Generally, people utilize similar technologytto extra t resources in

.




*

P

:'. services provided by specialized occupations' they have an ability to~

are dependent on: government aid to varying degrees, a sense of

.= 57 -

e . &

The description of the community power structure demonstrates that

there are few ascribed power positions.. The. egalitarian ethic, which

will be discussed,at greater length in. Chapter 5, " inhibits authoritarian f

control and discourages people from seeking overt 1eadership statuses.;

Powar tends to be expressed informally through personal relationships.

N -

The absence of- occupational types which provide d range in

,

KR

-.a._ o,
P

N 5
P Y

independence is highly valued. Fishermen feel they are their own~; osses, .

[ RPN .

evén if- they realize they are not in full COntrol They do hot rely on -

ihnovate;‘ They can cope with the harshness of the Labr;Z:r climate on\

land ‘and sea. They take pride in continuing'a traditional lifestyle E

of-hard work.- p\;:hi’ija; "“: “ﬂ ‘;l' o :;' ‘fty 3h'

Yet not everyone has the ability or resources to achieve a high

A:,A

sbcio—economic status Hn the community Thererare certain material,‘ ';jrf

,* :
a7 S [

social and ideological conditions which can provide opportunities or’.

.~ R

:; which can restrict or prevent attainment of success. These conditions

<o : - - g

are discussed in Chapters 3 4 and 5.':3‘

_: . T e see T -

embraces common values.' Although it could be argued that most residents A




Of :he 555 people -who w1ntef'at Port Hope Slmpson, £here are 350

J s .
n'" KT > WA

men and Wmnen 15 'yeats of age ot older.' Notw1thstand1ng the few who- -

-t v ' s, . .11- 9 ‘E N ‘-‘ - v
R & 2he, N Ay ! B - =

are over ‘65 years of age, the maxxmum potentml labour force is about

4 - B 350. 8 per‘_co.t-li:' oft:h:.a agé .group is en-;pl,oyed 1n' ;vage. labOur full 3
:._I ‘ ‘ e tme (31 350)..'-.13_‘7 far,' the la‘rgeat sector of the’ 1&bour. force ::s -' .
S ' ’ ' the 1149 self-employed'fxsheme'n who. const:l.tute 1’02 6 per'c"ent of .t the: . - . .'_"A
‘ ' labour flm:co (149 350). Exceot fo;'. 'the 4 aei.f-gemploy'ed 'merchant:.o ‘and. ‘f_-". '
.‘ ' X : 'l . 31 mdnn.duals who’ holo .full ‘time wage employmenl: JObB llat'eo ;.n R K ‘ o
' ’-‘ o S Table 2, all other Jobs are elther“part 't’uoe ‘o“r aeasonp._l.._‘ 32women “.
‘1 & . .axl'e ployed 1n‘. some -capac1ty. 5 ore school‘l.:o_a'c"hers 1 2 ;re‘ 'nurs:.a, .;‘_"“. - !"“
- ar:d 5 a_r::;. ai:Ore ‘or. post off:ic; Avmrke‘;'s‘.};. Th;";emnnin‘g_:?() ,are « .:
I e:mplo.yed p;ré !:u‘:e.or aeas'ot;al.ly.. 2 : e [ 5 - f.--':;"
) . in localo;'havxng an 1ndultr151 emponment market; theufigure of a;;f:.i- %
N ] gioi‘masod in f;;ll T 3
t::une Wage."'l'abouAr woold be' xcause:-}lo-r.; ;'laﬂnrx‘x.‘: Hoonor, 1n ;’ort; Ho.pe " s ’.“
" RO :.Smpson';:h.e‘ ,ao‘tual labour forco, 'll:hoao.. 'wh.o .a.,r'e employed pl'us thosc; . . :,;;;:.‘ o

"want m be employed 1s much 1eu than_350

XY
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) o A ‘
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. not: flsh do not seek to enter the full time employment market end

do not cons1der themselves d1sadventaged if. they are unemployed.

‘.

'5‘ They are not cons1dered by the communxty to be a s1gn1f1cant part of

.

the labour force.; The local deflnltxon of the labour forq‘ﬁf w};:_,:

I - 7L

l therefore, would 1nc1ude few women, thereby reduc1ng it by almost

tar .

B . . . . i LR S L NN
. . : i} .

Further,-ln Bp1te of the

malntaln eubslstence productlon or keep'up-the1r product1on 1n thevl

\

N F .I:

requlrement that UIC rec1p1ents be j“of_””

f1shery because of the t1me requtred to-mend nets,.repalr gear end et

SR g 4 boats! collect f1rewood etc’ If the unemployed ere def1ned as those' o

PR actlvely lookxng for peld ﬁork in the lnat four weeksl- the

_ . :_ def1n1t1on of - the Stetretlca Canada Lebour Force Survey = there ere'
ot Lo E . . , T
o - t1mes when most Port Hope Slmpson men would be deflned as not in the
. T : e - B A Y A

e --r labour force. In such cases, the unemployment rete yould be very low

e ': durlng the w1nter. Alternatlvely, 1f the unemployed are deflned as

N . . ,-.
[

iﬁ; nf; h1gh dur1ng the w1nter.‘ Not on1y°1s the measurement of unemployment

senslt1ve to chang1ng def1nyt10ns of unemployment but off1c1&1

.

de£1n1t10ns of employment heve l1tt1e to do w1th locel deflnltlons of

v ,'I.A
work.

P

ae
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even though they may be forced to-rely -on weifareJ._Bééhuse of low

Si;é - wageb and hhe bho:q-cg}m wgrk:availdgle. there.aée.se;so§a'wﬁen'spéh;
:':- .. work is an optlon many - feel they.cannqt afford, .and'gd te11 a maﬁxg'
) ,' [ . h that he is not worklng when he 1s‘cutt1ng fxrevood,.buxid1ng a: boat

4 - 1_"or.mend1ng twine' (zéet;), would intens;fy h;s.fee11ng th;c oucslders

. & KU : e
5 ..,g, .--h

product1on must be po-ordxnated w1th the seasons. Daxly act1v1t1es

5
l'g

_iffe

3%;5““:':’ : , there 13 mach conversatlon 1n regard to past exper1ences with . ".‘fj :
%8 RN :
gy B | ’ partxcular act1vit1es. Almost evetyone part1c1pates 1n the 3easonal
o . 3 _' ‘. . oy gt .

5 N "L o act1v1t1es accordlng to the'role assxgned b the1r ‘age and séx,

j J‘i.h':' . 9 ' although Ouﬁsxders such as nutees, preachers, and teachets may be'

4 - "."_ 5 . | . ._ . . ” X S
&0 R L S Iess'invoived;' 8o . 1ngra1ned are the aeanonal changes 1n work
L S e ,"L-”' . . o - e v ORI - o 3 _.“__“ ', s i £ O S
& L RS a¢t1v1t1es that the feelxn&ht:-expxeased by those ‘who have prevxously O g
emtl 3 1 BoeL ,‘ o o ; i ) o L ..: S Coe L
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“:L trlp. Hand 11nes and Jlggers are used by those w1thout nets or 1f

s ;much more carefully handkﬁd). Then a.

generatlons past. Fxshxng vessels used 1n conJunct1on w1th the

"waysa

_=t1mea da11y, a return tn the f1ah1ng stage be;hg que after eaéh

K

n them onto the stage and then 1nto a 1arge‘wooden tub (salmon are

. . - - . -

Fishing technology 1n.meny respects has changed 11tt1e from,.” .

outs1de f1sh1ng statlons are the 17- 24 foot speedboat powered ‘by a-

a‘ P 3

25-50 horsepower outboard motor, and the 35-42 foot open motorboat y

powered by a one’ cy11nder dLesel englne. There are only four S

longlxners owned by reBLdents and they are used 1n a var1ety of’

o ¢""

Two owners of &0 foot vessels use théirs

e .
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nets are prov1ng 1neffect1ve.h When fxsh are not being caught, nets

and traps must:be moved frequently, 8o that at least ‘as, much work is.

. v - . . b S

1nvolved aa-when the f1sh sre 'on the‘gaf

)

When a boatureturns w1th a load of codflsh, e shareman pxtchforks

.

]cutter placesia flsh'on_the

- .o ‘e,
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spllttlng table and makes an 1nc1slqn along‘the be11y and another
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’through a hole 1n the stage wall"




M .

: saltedl and ‘stacked 1.n tlers about three feet h:.gh where they

,. B .- unt11 they are collected at ‘the end of the season. Salmon-are smply " I'»-:.,'.; R )

’. E ,i'.:. C0 gutted and’ 8 port:.on‘of the head. removed- before t'he.duly "g—‘:'_'.-_":." b
b : R collect;.on. Hern’ng, oncé- 'hesded' and gutted ax:e stored in. a‘ e :’
‘ "I' ‘ bar'rel of P‘LCklé. _ S '...,_" ‘:, N E _‘ lw.ﬁ". v o A

r. Abut mnny are dsmaged b
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& y - . r.he Jigger. The ‘best are cod ‘trapped \flah whl.ch‘come 1nto the boat

o7 s e al ' alwe and v1rtuaLly unscathed. A pxtehfork is. used to unload, boeta

- L "and’ mnve f:.sh once they are on: the stage, whu:h can csuae cullage by L BT i |
: ) tesring "and bloodnspotnng the flesh unless they sre pronged through '3,;_'{-
W ey BB the eye. The slull of the sphtter 1s important because 00 _much § B e
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£ ' k J '_ ru:l.n a: whole catch. L
_,."" . " o . “"e" ‘..' S -': 4o¢'.‘ . x. ‘ 5 I I p -‘_",“" 3
Plant managers o

3 1




b & —63.-
In prev{oue'years,‘fish were”éraded predominant1§ for size. and
dxfferences in quality made 11tt1e d1£ference in the prtee pe1d. ‘In
¥ o recent years, notably the last two, the Cenadlan Saltf;eh Corporatlon
V,i o has made an effort to gear prtces paxd to qualxty.1 For 1netance,

;-}}~"n‘1“3 j.~j3'&£ the buyer pays $55 for a quxntal of 'Extra Lerge Chotce » $35 for

. [ '._, i . , . v

.‘f:feven though1labour ttme-may'be_xncreased 311ght1y.; HoweVe

8 -
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: T qual1ty.r Among those who do recogn1ze that qua11ty affects pr1ce, a

'
P

,of gradlng by the collectors. Only occas;onelly doea a F1sher1es

i x"3f,A3153; T fxshermen more than others.t Grad1ng ig even 1ess strlngent dur1ng o

the rush at the end of the collect1ng perlod. There is. then a T'

1The Canadzqn Saltflsh Corporatlon s 1980 prlcee for ealtbulk,

RS BN LT '.ErtretlarSe Cho1ce (over 27")-'fh"”” Sy
R A 'Lérge;and ‘Medium Choice’ (oVer 17" to 26")

B SR Cel z{SnAII:Choxce (over 12" to 17") -
' ':'.Small Cholce (under 12")

r ‘1.v,Sina'1 1 Stenda rd'.
.~'Cullage .
" Rock Cod .

'gdxfference Ln prlces paxd should encourage hlgher quallty productxon TR

;;{i” R i'i'~-',Afrumour c1rcu1ated that there was. only a dxffe;ence of fxve do]lare a._

77. ‘ S jlﬁ.jg#"xfInspector accompany the collector and gradlng often favoura some Do

“fwhlch averase 2, 7¢ per pound h1gher than Ln 1979, are as follows.xT o

]Extra Large Standerd', and only $9 for cullage. In theory, the Qi M’rf"

b

'ff”"'. . 7l'.:',qu1nta1._ Secondly, there 13 11tt1e care taken 1n the actual process AN
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-;3{: REE ' eonsiderable'renge of queiit thhin the grades. Do .:"fﬁ_ ‘7“‘ ‘ :' o
) % } Flsh are graded at the stages in- order to determlne a pr1oe. . ‘ ’. -
R ' "They are then atored in the collect1on boat'a hold v1thout any R i 'd‘f
i,fnf Ny o attempt to keep sizes or. qualrtlea aéﬁgrdgé. Fish aré roughly .: “:i‘ L ;E
x?;ﬁi;':f}- ] o handled and crushed as men éonstantly walk on them, wh11e tdk1ng no’ 'A i C o {f
‘ - . ':tréozext:aordlnary precaut1ona agaant.ep;trln; "OF dlsposlng oﬁ crgarette
: ‘ ',:,butts. Due to deterzorhtlon 3%ronte¢end the fact that f1sh are not ! ﬁ §
";iff ) kept aeparate bylérn ea,‘et th% proeeselng.plants on, the Ialend the ' ﬁ:i .
% e
?f_‘: ;f..:‘iiz 'fﬁ"i:f“‘tei consumpt1on,,the ran11§ clbaes up the house for the wxnter;end.:?;;;?
'ifi' i ;’. heads back to Pbrt Hope Sxmpaon. Unt11 the fxsh plants send the :fé::{:'“Fln o
if “. ) ?. balance of the payments for f1sh after”rne expenses have been ‘J'T?;I;ﬁ}fi.:'”"‘ B
iif. R .
s : P.much h1s rneome 13 for the seeeon« )
'; ) Th product1v1ty of flshermen vaq&gs tremendously. ‘ i
: lg ‘ o groas f1sh1ng\1ncomes, 1n decreas1ng orderg from'a/aample of exght A ;
; \il:f:‘ng sklppers who are heads of houaehdids.. fhere are//i1ke1y, only a e
S -

Sam. The reason for‘Sam 8 hxgh product1v1t1y: that hla flshlng Jif“

stgt1on 1s located near an area wh1ch has alwaya produced good

catches, and he has accumulated more gear than ﬁhe others (see Table
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to extend the season by a month when, in the fall, the fish move into . Tty

- . . L K s .
2 © .+ . deeper water than can be- fished from smaller boats, .Howeyer, he

expiains that_even though his catohesAare'large,’his Ioéation near the

‘open sea causes more . damage to ‘gear and requlres more frequent Ce

changee in berths due to severe, w1nd t1de, and 1oe cond1t1ons than
".r{ - . K y N “... T P .
Tk ’ ) those f1sh1ng stat1ons located 1n the sheltered bays.~ Acggrdlngly,_ Lo,

. Ty .-.

thrs necessltates a large crewfand more expenses. Sam and h1s fathet :””

Island. Because o

. b ‘
R .

s e (31,000 3&5 000) He feels that 1f he reduced the»number'of aharemen . S
3 SR S . : ¥ ) - ) e . . i .,"l',‘ . . ,_

.

L or cut down ou the acquia t on of new gear, hrs prof1t wuuld be evenA e

-less. Sam is unusual in the respect that hxs acqu1slt10n of capltal

LI AP ' ; "
. . .

41ﬂ v e . goods 1s annually hlgher than others. H1s rnvestment 1n frshxng ‘gear - . \<'tfﬂjﬁ.}

L o
)

‘ﬂ;f!“A . -5'/.' has caused h1m to have less cash at the end of the season thsn h1s

s -, W

: sharemen. As can. be seen Erom Table 3, other sklppers who employ

«: sharemen have a h1gher cash return thsn thexr sharemen. Presumably .'f71%2f3""

~‘ R Sl Te

'.'1?‘ thxs would be tbe case thh Sam 1n another year, although he 1nsrsts

‘ ‘ EE

that hls sharemen almoat always make out as well or better_than he.:_;ﬁi;'\hvtn.

'ui'”ﬁ It would be econom1ca11y advantageous 1f Sam had hls sharemen or ' j.-:,":fﬁﬂ;fr

partner 11v1ng w1th h1m 1n the w1nter, but he has-no brothers or sons

‘e T P

f e11glble to be sharmen and h1s father llves elsewhete 1n the.wlnter.~_u*,,:

" . LT

Moat of the others llsted Ln Table 3 have shsremen or partners 11v1ng ‘;:; -;:fg

B ~ .t N r 1
- “n © e Do, .-

thh them 1n the1r u1nter household.o
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used in a é1m11ar operat1on, -a th1rd is- ar 65 foot boat normally

.

chartered foz-salmOn and Arcticchar collect1on on the north coast of

Labrador, and the fourth is owned by Joe who 11ves malnly on: hxa boat.

K R

-

- in the sumet.’. Not only does thls 1ncrease ‘his mob111ty for TN e

selectnng productlve f15h1ng areas, but exPenses go d1rect1y for ey

f1sh1ng effort. rather than house and stage ma1ntenance.n The

;_. “ N

T
. - Lo
'

dlsadvantage 15 that s1nce he 1acka cur1ng fac111t1ea, he mustxsell }:

h1a cateh as fresh f1ah wh1ch preventa h1m from se111ng a larger

{ﬁpercentage of the catch 1n the form of saltbulk., Because Joe s

S ; I

'expenaea are lower than Sam s, Jbe earns a. 34 per cent pro£1t for 51  R

'h1mse1f ($9 572 328 000) and because' une of h18 sharemen11ves w1th

a

h1m 1n the w1nter, h1s houaehold earna a 50 8 per cent prof1t from :éf

the f1shery (99 572 + $4 667 328 000) Jbe N product1v1ty mlght-make

Jt seem obvxoqs that othera could 1ncrease thelr product1v1ty 1f they;ﬁj

owned longllners., However, Joe 8 expenses were much h1gher for a few"’

i

yeprs aﬁter he bu11t and outf1tted the stx-year—old long11ner. Not

..,'-~,
ST -

Ce lncluded ln hlB f1ah1ng expenaea are repayments made durlng the jviia'

\off—season to the FLsher1ea Loan Board for an $11 000 loan. The hxghfnﬂ:”:.'

1q1t131 capltal outlay for a long11ner and electronxc equ1pment;__ﬂ

Ay deap1te sub31d1es, 1nh1b1ts others from mak1ng s1m11ar 1nvestmenta.',’“’-

wlfe haa one of the few permanent part-t1me Jobs-in Port Hope Sxmpeon.- v

Py ..
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The gross'fxahxng 1ncomes of Hal, Cam, Sol _and Dan reflect the

B ava1lab111ty of f1ah Ln 1980 and h1gh prxcea pald., These aklppera”

r.

have dnly a moderate amount of equ1pment (aee Table 4) And have not
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i K. ‘ ) owns only a moderate amount: of equlpmént does not mean Lt is doomed
d. i . to produce e low 1ncome. Hal and hl.s part:ner'earned tlD 517 eJch.' = _’ -,

' B o Expenees were kept low by 1nvest1n; iu 11t:i:1e new equ;.pthent and hy
: g ' o N " ot h:.nng -rsharemen. : ‘“ .._"_'l:.’ ‘ - AR q,
e TR Althouéh Cam 15 anolved ;.r;'.a 15{.: .bud'ge‘t opez;at.:..qh, ex'p.et.lses 'we're‘
Sl | e rdlatwely h:gher than,’ presumably;. they would I:rg*-l.n ohbsequeht yeera - c
ST e T LN e T s e g ‘

' 1f l:hey contxnue to f!.sh by usmg the- s'ame tec-hm.que of comb1m.ng ",' L

S S A e ,:__,,.4.
R “ the::r few nets l'ﬂ..th heddlmxngi.-

-'A ‘ . -i'hn; mecessxtated“bu:.ld:.ng;a_u—'"f‘:
3 ¥ : S :A'lthough h:'.'s"'-' :i" '
.. 1 . T "-. ~'p1:o'fx’;:1 .from the’ f:l.shery is. only 16 per cent of the grohs . P ( “'. , r
x ‘ 1 A (93 681 $22 826)*, ent:enng 1nt:o ‘a’ paz‘t:ne‘::ah:.p w‘1th his facher.’and two
:“.'. ¥ ; o bmt:hefs J.mtead ‘of hu-zng share:‘n‘en,' hae ~e110wed‘a blgg‘er“u;vest;hent.
# g o ae le;s nsk for eaoh of the partners

i '. ompanng Sam s caee thh others'

producnon .does noc necesaauly guarantee h:.gh cesh profxts for che -

y s T .~' J -‘* - nr,t . RN §o’
houaehold._ Ral:her product.ion must bev balanced agalnst e"xpenses.
sharemen do not 11ve 1n the household, -theu: pay 1s an expensen'i‘., i

"..f o ,; . .' o] ', ," A . . A

. 3

" 1,nc_ome“.

X0 g same household. . Table- shows t;hal:‘ the. houaeholds y.
:‘ .1‘ . Oy "' ’ "' _:. PRI Y 3 B 3
R 'end Axt p}‘oﬁt much more ftom theu‘ relaturely modeet f:.sh:.ng‘

i

1ncomesg although Art 8 mcome 13 extremely small._ For exampIe, -.

e -‘1~
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F . _.‘ i Despxte the hxgher petcentage of caah feturn, howevef,::
| S household nake's $7 oao ($1 585 + 81, 585 +.-$3 910) compared to Ha '

., Y . N ,'. oS ..» v - “_._ _..' " " ..". '
- BFanc $10"$17 anf Hal has .no. other Ancomé praducing members.. Hhac . ..”;f}'
N B A . B! S A o B o

than o:hera, cettaxn locatlons requxre morm expenses than others,:, ;

s S '~'~" e § . g
oy R .,‘ . u “ ) st
LN

Hac and Art have berrhs not notqd for p&t 1cu1dr1y good cn:ch&s;t

- s

expenses,are for food for :hexr fam1

o o ,‘ e 3 -. £ e . N

Hac s house and a1x Lh Arc 8. houae.

‘e, S o
. -‘.,' f

dependence-on we f Te: proh1b1n/re1nvastment 1n ore:gear:A ir

.. .‘-.' st

$.F 'Hlth the exceptioﬁ/of M/; ‘and’ Art .the others have 11censes to

bg11]salm6ﬁﬁ' EEEIQ»ﬁS;;/;een-no salmon lxcensea xsaued to new {j '

. ‘. 4 N .
N s R

ns quently, abme crews cannot flsh for salmon eveh though they mdyu.:

salmo fiéﬁiqg.

.
so

. y g Campared to the pteparit1on bf saltbulk salmon requ1res lessg
- e .‘-.’\ O AR i3l -.~'. ,’.o A - ',, 4 .. . s . 0""'.
> for hzgher earnings.

ff‘..ludr does.Hal have as many people to‘support Ln'h1s wrnter
household “which;is why per capxta 1ncome—hds beenﬂ;ncluded 1nf
Column 1 of Table 3w

.
45 .w .
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$11,500 from salmon.‘ov’e’r oune and three-quarters of his,b"al'ﬁ‘buf" )
earnings. Salmon, however, are less dependable from year to yegr.
: i ‘ R S e 0 S R

1."

‘than are cod. B ] . A '1

P

v1tal role 1n the 8 pport of the crew. . The gema:l.nder of the

tss consumptlon expensea, wluch ax:e largely

e

h1s orlgmal equ1pment after a-good year, as

N . * B i u‘

,«probably w111 e t:he case wvth Dan, Macf and Art,‘.m ‘a8 bad year he

. h.i. g | .

' _.1ze and{_'@er:.ence, and quant:1ty and typef of f

Chapter 4
t:here .13';,
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gndmark‘éti‘ng.inethods. F 1ng mcome 13 also enhanced by the aqle

6f"salmo'h. _ Fuh:.ng expenses are detetmmed by the number of _pharemen

; e

.-, -

.

’?r partners, -amount of nefw gear, gear replacement malntenance o’f

., The economc

they became 1nvolved in the f:.shery. In 1980 :hey made 'only $200

oL 3
-

theu- outs1de houaes.' Another sawnull owner made Y 1arger profu: by

. feet df lumber -at: 1o¢ a foot to those w dellvered txmber to h1‘s
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deteruum.ng the extent of credxt gwen.- A s1ng1e household may have-

RN : o o ) . X

- . ot & . o ¢ - .
- ~
. Y

.

.
-

* Just aa there 15 ‘a greac dlverslty m the1r economc returns.

.\.

Throughout the h1story of Labrador, merchanta have w1e1ded tremendous

economc power over re&g.dbnts of r.he:.r cornmumtxee. :

Th).s 15 atlll

It 13

gear and also ext ‘ d Ct‘edlta

The reputatmn of a person m crowd 15 no, negllglble factor 1n

Voae - R o
. : . s
¢

"

Y

trout or b1rds. preaumably to ensure frlendly relatmns for credlt

’oe ot .Y’.’_. L

Y

m1dsh1p roomfull‘ [a full fmh well of an open boat] t:o ?reassure the

o - e -

metchants of theu- abl.;Lu:y to repay credl.tq. No xnterest is ever

l “

,cost: of ma1nta1n1ng 1arge

Ll n‘

,numbers of long t:erm cred:.t cuscomers. Seemmgly, there 15 no
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prof1tab111ty of the f:.ehery, but frOm each other. At L'ea';st‘ one . )

: merchant 8 net mcome 1e exceeded by the h1gher mcomes from wage

S ‘work. and fish:.ng. Some of the nsks of the store buemess are the
; . S " N

t . 2

loss /of perlsheble goods and estmetlng demend. , If goods epo11 rn

transz.t, are damaged on Che t:rlp from the wharf to the store, or

" -

‘.-,‘

the owner

spovl before they ere sold

.

~Leglt1mate eleuns ega}net damage by CN Mer1ne Coastal Serv:.ce ere -

g

0.,'

o

tune-

often d1ff1cu1t to be remunerated, and .m any cese,,

.'«t

* J'_

If the aupply of goods 'runs short before the ehipp:.ng season

--_, ~r ‘ -

Un11ke stores

\

begms, there 1s the hlgh cost of a1z fre:.ght. .

“

connected' by road to neerby wholesalers, ‘a: larger 1nventory must be
kept om. hsnd end the opporturnty to. l.ntroduee new goode on' an o

- T ’ ~ .' - .- - -
(S ‘et

experlmental level 1s reduced. In addxtlon, there are no guarantees

o FEERENEY -

o when end 1f cred1t w111 ‘be pa:.d off. B One merehant has -8 half dozen

A

. customers wrth three years of outstandmg bzlls. 'I‘h_e effect of

L ‘. 3 3 % "

mflatmn on- the value of repald b111s thet heve been long

ot LA .

" 4St1‘11 when e‘man sa1d "The merchants ‘is all r1ch off the Co

.':"x A A .

he wee close to the truth, especrelly,,xn the 1nstenee of

. ‘ Lo !
e, et e e
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.‘othe‘re. :

Self"employment, ot:her than m the ftshery, has formerly been

Wi . i a i

hmted to,the sale of 1inported merchandlse., There have been no

K]

ava:.lable. To dal:e, only one 1nd1v1dual has rece:.ved a8 grant for
- {

1«.
. . ‘.-- - b

produc.mg goods fi‘om 1ocal t:1mber resources.

i

Thts man has begun a

=t
!

. "Used to ,be the house d l;e

l

-but: not eince I took the Hydro Job.\ Only
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g pnmaty 1ncome 18 extremely 11m1ted “as: are seasonal -and shorc-t:erm
.o wage vork whlch suppl&nent other sources of mcome. Compared to t:he
i - Lo .-' : ¢ a “ ".‘ . - A K

Y #Ol.'k ;nvolved Ulth f:.sh1ng, these are amecures. Whereaa work done

) ';performed 1n l:he c'onpnumty is unlmuted

) - R

If two can be ahlred to d9

pate ' A P

d1sperse monetary benefu:s from such JObB..

ch really requ1rea only 6né; 'u: 15 seen ‘as, Jusuf;able and" a
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e efforta., He u seen to have a polxtxcal poutxon whlch 1s capable of

' .as haymg‘ trangressed the egahtar:.an ethxc 'by‘awardmg sdvantages to

' L Df the thlrteen teachers in: Port Hope Sunpson fwe are aingle

". and \are newcomers from Newfoundland who board mth .vanous fam;llea,

AN . Um.ted ngdom is. t:hat, unhke Canadmn nuraes they hmre benef1tted

knowledgeable about: t:he Labrador f1shery, h1s knowledge 13 of d

d1fferent level than t:hat of f:.shermen. There 13 mlsunderstanding
. : - -\
. about: whac he does, where he geta hxs money, and the benef:.t of hlB

LCEAY

-‘-. - \_n‘”

fr

' Though the 1deal 1mp11es that: wage labour a:)d government Jo'bs,

- N .'._ _. K L .

11ke fxsh are common property resoutces, _]obs are hxghly coveted.

P AN

i-u
.

petce:.ved ‘as bemg avaxlable only t:o certm.n crowds. - ,‘h'_A-f""

A
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teachers ax;e mmIgrants and four are nahves of the commututy. 'I'he

i 7 .,. 7 ird -

Bot:h sre' 1mlgrants from.the llnited ngdom.l Tradl.tmnally,

14,.. ‘l'

o 1A reason why so many tramed nurses are recruxted Erom the

._fmm 4 fuu-year course in nndwxfery.' .Now, howevér, women abput tor
gtve b:.rth are sent to thie hospn:al in St Anthony'.v A poxnt:of fac‘t
1.13‘t l:hat nursea stauoned L!l Labtador. chnxcs do have nore authoru‘.
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L stay a few yeai:s, then leave. Becauae of the requ1red educatmn,

the1r occupatxons were- effecnvely unattamable by Labradonans unt:.l

. - ‘ R

recent:ly, nd they occupy a atatus separate from the rest of the

K bt f

commum.ty whlch 15 underlmed. when they are commonly addressed as-

,.,

Mr., Mus, or Mrs.',

--rw 7

' N : . " . :
- » 1 -

Table 3. Elmer s Job as the Newfoundland Hydro mamtenance man oL

) . - - ,\. L . o

prov1des most of t:he houaehold mcome. He has- no busmess expenses

Vet
‘e B

L ,,. . ,,. ., . . . . " . 'A N
.- v . oo . ERO

.',‘_(_" Ly e,
e and earns more than sxx txmes Sam 8’ cash 1ncome. Elm r' 8 per capu:a el

Y .

Te

Sam 13 a very ‘

K

Sam s per capxta 1ncome for a household of three. .

i canpoauxo,n; h1s total 1household'1ncome ig’ the loweat of the :

o2l ',',, K e S N ,~~ R N e e

fishermen 1n the sample and lowest of the non-flshermen, aave George ‘-"",-'_‘.'1‘

'Shawn nol: only'?ill . lumber for others but usesb'hls own lumber to

., %

‘,A

':}le began:éhxs. enl:erpnse a‘yea




amoau:
andea :aa

b A
. Guooups
PTOUSENOH. T830L:,

: ptoqasnon
mozg aimouy.
pau.mg xaq:g




P . . ; . R A -

. K v . . . . . o NRC
. 4 N . - N -‘-

0t one’ speedboat: but were o'ffaet by ;he money earned by mzlhng t:.mber

.\‘

i ’

Department of Rutal Agucultural and Northern Develop:pent. Also

.
B - L

[ -
a ., . f -

domest::.c ser\iiees I‘;o the I G A.

clllmc on a part t1me basls, a. son,,

there 1s su.f_f&cmnt demand" t:o keep hm\busy..‘

.“,z R o~ .‘, .

A much less desrreable Job 1s thet of Tie garbage collector. .

N

o,

ca . . . -3

Charlle 13 P&ld a contract fee by the Cbmmumty Counc11 durmg the"

4 '. ..‘ v

‘nths vhen he can use hls 2 1/2 ton truck to plck up garbage.

t

famly depends heavﬂ.y on t:ransfer payments. But low earnxngs,

~ NS EEERR )

despu:e hls son s efforts as a ahareman. do not permit lum to 1nveat

3
iy “. ......

says "I m Just: bid:.n 11ke a lot o£ other people around here "

for others and a $900 loan combmed w1th a $Z 000 grant from the ' e

contr1but1ng t:o hlB household mcotne are hu wlfe uho provldes%_
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but has since chosen to remun m,Port Hope Smﬂson,' hu ::

‘.~bii&hpi’¢1ce. George has plans t:o build ‘&, house ;n.th the auustance of

DR = " .'n.,

“a- socml serv:.cea programe vh:.ch vﬂ.l pay h:.s and some of h:l.s =

N 7 ) s

non-houaehold re latwes for the:l.r labour m :.ts constmcttonc

-
e .'

programme also pays mosl: nf the mortgage'

-'. i
i

ma teml s =

a . ote,

= 'h
' genetical ly transm_ét;ed Amuacula'rl

.._‘

“m 1ld1y,. debihtat 1ng,- but coula“affect-

‘e . ke - *

" "

“. . ..

,‘)u ',,

-.i
.

a

‘..' .

The"

l-"..'

George and some of hxs blood relatwea are vicums of a

cond:.t:.on kncwn as "myotonxc S

‘4(.-,

i

gt

eheix—abuity to do he'avy

Perhhpn thu"jé why he choqsea not to fuh w:.th hu -::':

[N
L ‘,u-’
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."“.‘ .
‘n‘,. .
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Alt:hough not g:l.ven tp embrac;l. ng the comunxty work

v

wer
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.,

nt ma
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o In anothe:: employme
\" =

rkec he probab ly

U s
- e e

would have a, job. :

Ir[ addui,on r.o pumarybincome, noat: households rely to sofne

éo'ﬂi ﬂity are h:.red :on occas:l.on,r for thetr akil'ls as eraftsme to o

e 0 Sy o
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“postmster Wﬂook nurse s assistant, store elerke and pool

S
IR

.*‘- . iu

.‘hall owners. All of these Jobs are: recurrlng, but w1-11 be taken by

‘1; S . e
v -

tge same pgople each year. ‘l‘he flsh plants also prov1de employment"

.
e

¢

- A.4o ",., A o Lol .

for I3\men and women, whl.ch 1s the pr-m;ry mcome of only ope

household. There 1s a h1gher turnove\r rate of employees and ‘8.

.. . . [P
N D .

second 1ncome. There were probably never any trappe‘ro m Port Hope

Lo .‘:-‘ . \.. L .
n,':

"SmPson vho relled on fur for: th’el.r pra.Lﬁiary 1ncome and m othe.r

Y .

fnearby commum.tles trapplng has ceased ta be of the economc

f -
. . P

Forest f1res and c1v111zatxon have drnlenr ‘

-
Y

K

T .’ (

AR

"n’fur beanng anmmalﬁ far fz‘qm the c-ommt\ql.ty and people generally wanl:

w ‘. - P
1 . . h, RE ;

Sealmg does provide shghtly more 1ncome, but m recent years

. vt "“.

thete haven t been the great eeal herds older people once knew.

1

L

f R

Canada Wdrks Gtants gwe short—tem employment to over ‘a: dozen people«-".'
s Dt ety

'o

each year.]f Such proJecta as the 'twme'- loft‘_ _.comun:.ty ha11 .

athletlc fxeld g




- . &hore Labredor Development Aasocmt:.on, wh:lch h1res and superﬂees", « . . "--_"_.."‘ .
. o _ - the employees. ’I"he unoff1c1a1'h1r1ng. pohcy 19 based on-need' o R L
' - - marra.ed men w1th famll:.es flrst, next those who'are on welfare al: ; ) St
. S the t1me of hl.r:.ng, andllastly, hose who need addltxonalv stamps to. ‘ ”
“ . . R T L

: _.’_:' Tl qua11fy for UI. For ex’amp]:e 1‘n January, 1981 a traxl'.'wxdenmg D

S . .
. . . .
. e N lr~, \ A

e operatlon began wh1ch employed aeventeen men.- N1ne men are marrled, o Tt

et : _",, 1"

qua11fy for, UI benef.lts when the pro_1ect 1s complet:ed., The foreman '

e ; getg $189 8 week arid th‘,l employees get $152 a week. 2 The project -

. -.

1asts ten week‘u 1n the

' followxng fall.' Th1s partnl,ular crew cleared about 30 mllea of

e o R T N

T

.
"‘, N

and employmen\tamps 1nto the pocketa of those who have farled»‘toj SDeThroo

oS / earn sufflcxent 1n<§'qe\ through qhe f1ahery.,.'= mter works pro_]ects s e '

gyt

‘ offer 1eg1txmat10n for\\t.h se who would otherwtse be 'on the dole o‘_r'_'__

Sl at 2 low 'econonuc level. § How‘ e_r, work on the pro_]ect contnbutes R

RS

leas to the at:atua of the ael’f—employment for‘ elther caah ‘

o or_ subslstence. 'l'he socxo-econonuc compo' ‘t::.on of the work crew both

’ .

'.f"1nd1ca-tes and remforces the status of the work _h'

' dc}f.' , The value

N . ...'.‘

of the work 1nvolved 11es d:.recl:ly in. 1ts unmedmte short-term S

monecary gnn, one chooses thu work aa a last resort fbr 1t may : - TR

. ;,. . \ - .. . ‘_ T e

become a form of dependence._- In fact, xt must'be very dxfflcult for S

’

a peraon~to achxeve the same senae of prtde 1n d\xttmg brush for teq
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; pro_]ects have seen 11tt1e use. Thg 'twlne loft' is: locat:ed too fer

. ' seeso’nal worlé,'aetivities .which contribute to.his material. and maral -
Y : i . o Y R :‘v'-vlv‘ ' \’ " ' . - 2 _ ." "' R . ‘_" |‘ . R T o
:'-" P . N * .“- ' “IA . R - "_: . . v .‘ ';-4 s

hag ~ . . . . N . ot

Attltudes toward the reaults of the pro_;ecte vary.» The communlty

T recogmzes the usefulness of improved snowmobxle tra:.ls. but other R

o

located on mucky ground whxch becomes bea:.eged w:.th clouds of black

: "
.-‘.-, . B 4

LT '." f11es in, the aummer and is" therefore unuseble.' A hockey r1nk was

i

; . AR .

IR . bu:.lt seven years ago but has also never been uaed becauee 1t hes

: T h.e_en _impos'si.‘ble_".to'-fqud"'_i;t. '_pA'rop_e‘.’rly, The tnar:.ne haulout ues used
ma:.nly for one boat end has smce been damaged. The Department of" o
- : Fxsherxes had threatened to remove t unt11 the ioeal HHA '\

": \succeesfuliy blocked the attempt. s ; et

The Communlty Counc11 \prov:.des employment w1th smular a:.ms es
et -

the Canade Work ; -.Pro_]ecr.s to 4 few people each year. 'I'he Department

'«,-

"

TN of Mum.c:.pal Affa:l.re and Housmg provules most of the revegud wh:.ch

1s usevd ma1n1y for road and dump malntenance (see Appendlx A) n

e - e
- .

1979. the Counc11 recewed a specml grant of over $17 000 for dump




subnd:.es w1ll be dlscussed nt: the conclusmn of t:ln.s sectum. “

N e o

worked Only for one day. --Dunrgg the lnte summer, a’ halfldozen. ol

‘s
" AL .) RS -. o g, AN
._ - < A . 5 i

labourers nd a heavy equ:.pment owner and\ operal:or are hited to"grade

i o ar . r, .‘..‘ .
ta1 v i

the rond cu'elmg 'the commum.ty. -"Ih:.s work -comea at an 1nopportune

,'.- N 3 . ‘l

t1me for E:.ahermen. ; One man complamed b1tter1y that" r‘oad work cost . )

e : LS etk . & '
. g e

h:un more J.n lost. fxshing t:me than he ga:.ned 1.n. wages, . - h B

. ‘.-_ .., . }‘..\n' ' e ¢ o . gl (RN L S

Supplementax‘y wage work, of course, isin d-and 1n a commumty

o A ' e 5 . » ! .
= .,.”. ¢ . PN e

; wh:.ch auffers ‘chroruc une:m.:iloymem':

'.‘: . . - i

Ttanufer payments mclude UIC, Soc).a

L 3 - 0t
\:', G x .“..

Allbwante (or, 'baby bonus‘),. and Old Age Securlty. ~‘Flsh1ng ) :

N ,..,~- P, Z. W

q

o e o4 PO <

\
subsuh.es are. also ° a type of governlnent transfer payment but have
-8, P o

= "‘o 2 h.- b '

2 not been :mcluded in the summar:l.es of household budgets because of

. P i - t, »’

the confus:.on hata

s & . GiEN ;
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they could get: or whether uhey were ehglble at »a11.~ Fuhmg

SV . sy P E -: d pe oo
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‘};"-_ UIC and Soc:.al Assxst:ance.,have the most sxgm.fl.cance to the

et e 722
. . . .,.._ ‘. - _n.«

. '.l'he rate of - Uﬂ benef:.ts is 60 per cent of the. N

weekly msurabl.e earm.ngs are 5290.;

.‘»~.
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c 1 am t:he
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t" whu:h entitxlea them tp claun benehtn.
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seasona 1 ‘benef:.
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o the 1imits of regulations according to need
‘ paid to every Canadia.n parent at the rate of $2l 80 per child per

month-. Old Age Security, which increases qua.rterly with the cost of AR

Y _a supplement which can be a maximum of $314 per month.

combined with earned :anome exceed t;he amount ‘.I.t ta.kes to- support“-:,

'-“ at a disadVantage when it comes time to buy gear. Qualification for
UI is one reason why succex{sful fishermen -remain so, and is cited as '{

a'reason why the rich get: richer and thﬁ,poor get poorer-

‘ recipient and his dependente up to the minimum necessary for their
' support.““Following Diagram l for example with welfare, Mac s total

household income is $18 257. There are thirteén in the household

Family Allowance is 5

living, consists of an average basic peyment of $190 per month Pl‘,{s . ,... R

the amount of the tranefer payments is subetantial

. -+
‘.,.x e

- 'V

margin of family maintenance costs.- That is,"_if transfer payme_nts

each dependent honsehold member, _tranafer payments can be used to R
. Lot q\ L o e
purchase more gear,to replace 1ost ‘or worn gear, or to increase '

\,., b

production,_ This is why qualifying for UI benefits is 50 fimportent. A "_,.,.

Thos'e who do not qualify for their winter s pogey are forceﬁ to‘_

live off their summer s earnings and/or welfare, thereby putting them

tet ‘.»

e ' _1..'

It is noteworthy that- the types of transfer payments differ :Ln 1,
their likelihood of adding material security. Social Assi.stdnce will
T A w.’. B

provide only the amount necessary to bring the income o(f the

J . *
Ly
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) Tot;_a']'_
~'Household .
- Income. - °

$30,000
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' 620,000
.$15,000.
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" Diagram 1:
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o 'makmg the per caplta 1ncome only $1404.

kS

. ' ,v_‘ lxvmg expenses.'_ Charl:.e s household budgetls anothet example of
s A
Due' t:d th‘ e :

N et .-., s "‘ - *

. R |

v ;.;A menbers.

S 3 . "
- . s LN v .
. LT . ,,: , - - Voow

: recelved Long term dlsabxhty,

. . ; - :_
i . - et ..

A . - ot N

-»,

Art: e household of ux‘

for cash pro&uchlon,

:'-:;: ~ SR ) In November of 1979, 64 per cem: of all householda rece:.Ved

There were 81 1nd1v:.dua1 rec1p1ents, of whlch 12 were ,,'f
unmarr1ed mothvers, 14 wete seasonally imemployed non-flshermen‘ l
16 wére able bod:.ed constant

rec1p1ents, and 30 fmhermen recewed‘ seasonal ass1stance. .
’ .;of t:he sk1ppers of flahxng crews, who had bought the1r equl.pmem:;

apphed for Short Tem Socul Aaal.atam:e (STA) between the end of the

.

~

Over half




Apr; - May. ° June: .July * Aug °
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F O ¥ ...--\t:'hat: wdifa“fﬁ?‘nd‘c neceséanly ngen to support the encue " '.

'4.'-.

the..'fishl.ng se sor‘ : ¥

-..v«. .:- a “ . te ,“, ‘u-Q" ~ q
S T STA‘:.ncrease ut the number«of recwzents incr'easea 1n June and agun

- Y .in October a d November. ] Table 7 shows that the nver&g‘g ’an ,medup

. 4 ur:.ng thxa ttme., “This. is because o :

= e o
S e '!v‘f + B NS

‘constnnt rec;pmnt's who tend to

PN R

-«..-’ ,\1 P E

, who warrant Iarger payments than th

Cer ‘« _“ ' in. November, tl{e cheques ranged. from 3456 to $4 916.
R ';,-‘:-"."-, Fr ‘_j . ~“ ‘..‘ ‘.,-‘-' s .. 0 ‘-'

- ' .
. et . ,_.- -‘ \;. K _---,_,..,- T T, 0%

a-‘ number of ceses whlch poxnt out;. I‘:h'e fgct t:hat: welfare 13 based on.
_" 1nd1v1dual 1ncbt_ne, not: household 1ncome.. The mo’st oﬁtstan '
exampl.e"ls' Sm;t 5. household (eee Dlagram 1). A].‘tﬁ.(‘)l.igh

Ve

ncome im high enough to support hu who.le houaehold welfare 1p

PP . . ‘ !

Kl . N -. o

U oo M i . o N "
. rece1ved-' by, hls "Ewo’ -sons,l. one 'of whom has a wlfe,"ana who are 'no

longer ng a legal dependenta.. Attltudes towards

- o ' PO

A aurvey cbnducted 1n November 1979
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1979 Beason, Over a. dozen more actually were able to qu 11fy after A

: :-- 1 U

-.they ga1ned a suff1c1ent number of employment weeka by wqu1ng some
I I Tl
type of short—term employment. 'I'he 1980 flehmg seaaon(was
'. 313n1f1cent1y more productwe(k Not only d:.d the number[of I’uhermen .‘7..‘: _h

g . ’, [ ' ,'v 3 _‘A

- .o u'..

- 1ncrease by about 10 per cent but many who had falled to quéhfy for )

R
fentranta 'to, the L

due to the,mcrease 1n number of ew entrants and re-
flshery who Were encouraged by t

4. A

M

Y .-r

qual1fy1ng Ul’cweeks.‘ The consequence of a good f1sh‘1ng season tends

‘a : A ..'. o

' to ra1se UIC payments and 1ower Soclal Asa1stance payments.

Informante 1n the Department of Soc1a1 Serv1ces 1nd1c8’ted a: much

lower expend:.ture of seasonal welfare paynLe.nts to f:.shermen 1n 1980

S L
.! IR .- . .o hll‘

than the prev:.ous year. -

R A

‘ Table 8 shows that con’slderable savmgs 1n flshlng expenses can

‘ .

be reall.zed by taklng advantage of varlous government sube:.d:l.es.-..—

.- ' - . ~-“

‘Howevet, 1nformat1on coneernlng these regulations Ls not w1de1y or

‘ . -

accurately known amosg flshermen.v; The buslness manager for the_‘ RS

e

N F F A W, U., who reeldee 1n Port Hope S1mpson, f:.lls out most of the

R 7,' . app11cat1ons for suhsldles.' Of the 96 liceneed flshermen, there‘:“

‘

'78 um.on members, wh:.ch, perhapp, accounts for the reluctance of

.""i o of the non-unlon membere to approach h1rn. .__:The general leck of

I .

knowledge bf avallable subsldles as well as jealousy over 9 -

!
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‘:"... s . ...- e - ,.q—:r.‘. R ,. ) “’Less

R AR . ‘Subatd
i :' Cost. i’n *. o f"l‘yp"e bf-' Sub'sidy ' Subudy

Item "} .

-3, 5002
. sooo -

.. ‘Mo torboat (35' )

Prov. Bounty ‘1 575 -
- Diese]l Engine T

$45 per foot V-.,-
for Hul]. and Hotor. '4 2 975 3 970
a6

810 =
1 600 ﬁ

Ptov. Bounty
345 per foot:

"800 -
1 600

Speedboat (18')
Outboard (35HP?
1547 27.3 per gal. dl.sc. 3“" S
1 73 27 3 per gal d:.sc.; '

D1 esel Fuel, gal. - L
Gasollne, gal. e

il

Lo Yo

‘Subs.
;SQbs.J

Gear
Gear

N 302-,-’.

S Pfl'QY!"
£.30%"

Prov.

x5

Ready Made = - - 1&0 ’
b. .

Hand Made K 1,‘,12‘”1.. : 36,30‘,
Trap - I
. Ready’ Made
Hand Made
Japanese

500" . 2,?1'00‘ '
7807
1.350

Cédr
‘Gear
_Gear

Subs. -
Subs.
Sllbﬂn

‘Prov. .
-Prov,
. Prov.

ek
. 30%
- .30%

"3, 000
-2 600
4 500

a.
bl
3 150

Suba.
Subs.“' K
Subs. o
Subs. L
Subs- N

Buoy Herker (48") o 32 ‘30% "Prov. Gear' " 9.60.
‘Grapnel, 60-Ibs. .~ . 54 i :..30% .Ptov. Gear
. Nylon line, 1/2", co11 50 ' '_ 30%\::Prov. - Gear"
J:ngers. ea. : 2. 50 "30% Prov. .Gear

Hand Lme, 50 fathom 9' 302 Prov. AGear

15 . - .. 235
el

.

Salt, sack (shghtly lo 50 Salt subald? of $1 50

lesa ‘than 2 satks e et
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.+ Table’8%- Some Common Fishing Expenses ‘and- Subsi.dies'l-'1980‘lfri'i:és'1 C
- s T T L Cost after LY ol

"35% Fed. Subaidy - | . S 7"-'.“_]-.}

< lizo, .
146

1,820

92,80
16.20 .~537-'80.,1,,. :

-2, 70 .,' L 630,

g ‘reg'd per quln.tal)"'“ . ',‘j
- ‘ 2, . ‘-"/\'J:‘;‘, A' . K :,‘:'.
- Iy prov1nc1al bounty of 345 pet foot is paLd on a11 new boats ;
ovem feet’ long in Newfoundland and Labrador, if" t'he owper
' 19 licensed, has been in the f:.shery for-at least tvwo’ years , -and - R
‘earns at least seventy—fl.ve per -cent'of h1s 1ncome from the . flshety. ;
Cur:.ously enough,. 1n this particular area of. Labrador, the .s ame . - o
bounty is ava:.lable ‘for boats 17’ 1" and up.: “In thls .case, the- bounty h
_-om speedboats would equal or excged the cost, 1nc1ud1.ng labour. ‘The
o Provincial gear subsidy. spec1fles 4a number of nets and eqtqlpment Eor;.‘,’
3 N new entrents to the fishery, ox: to. one half of the gear already
owned by fxahemen prev:Lously 11‘F£IV€d : s ) .
: 2Thc:*. actuaL selhng pnce is less than $2 -500 but boans ax:e L .
Cpriced for purposes of t:he bounl:y or fax,r market value in : P
o Newfoundland. S T A i S
T L e e, e
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S . Newfoundland f{shermen who are bel:.eved t:o have the' ad'vahtage of mo‘re :
i and b1gger subndles vas reflected by the statement "A man in
L coe T T ANewfoundland may not even. own a na11 Tn h:.s boat the gevernment‘ S B
" J~- . N A . ,___,_/-""—' ) : !

4doesn t glve as much to we on the f.abrador. " But when asked why he

.dufn' ~t apply for certam sul;udles; the same man rephed : "I don £ 'C. )
' .' s _'bother w1th that. 'l'hat 8 too much foollng.' Whether ‘l.t 18 because N .
’ ,' C ..""'of 1gnorance of exlatlng programs, misunderstand1ng aboul: o - L

‘,'v - N ,

[quallflcatlons, or pnde in one s 1ndependence, t:here arelwsome who

T} ) oL ‘.1 ) --".‘pay full reta11 prlce for gear even when subsuh.es -are avaxlable. BT S

l_ ; ,' . .- 4‘ '_Ir r: ‘ '4” ' . '-, : . . - . -_._..~ R -
n s B 1Y Subsutence Productlon . . S ) o T N

; o S The seaspnal cycle descr1bed in Chapter lis an 1ntegral part of
' Labrador ll.fe, and subswtence production is as much a part of the : . ST

‘ L - yearly cycle as the dxfferent modes of productlon for cash.~ Whlle u: - et

.

:15 true that subuscence productlon has fallen off due T‘."o chang:.ng

,:,

,‘enVLronment:al factors, and the t1me spent ‘&t subautence act/un.tles .

. [ :
e e v

d\ns,—a lower value t‘han the t:me requu‘ed for market producnon, R

-

,,a.nuhes pursue varlous l:ypes of subslstence act1v1t1es. :

\

@ .. nearly all

\It would Be 1slead1ng w/say there is a s1mple relatlonship betwe n

! o’

nemployment and subustence productlon.‘ Instead the | - - L s A:_:.I?:

S T o -:"'perlods of/
o . » .. -.. o a‘} /
I '1ntena1ty o

subsistenée prodzctlo,n is _1pt:egra:e_d w1th t:he mte.ns;ty R o o ‘

productlon for chsh. The time spent on subsistence

ctmn v the se lf-emplqu-d‘fi'she‘tjmavn_ ‘varies’ ;with the

’ o‘f fish, crew aue, eqin’.pment, v"ieat:her and p'ersbnal v E o

1dri.\'r_e; The/ "time spernt on lumber prqduct:l.on for cash depends on | .

. M

/ . qimi_lar" '\I.Aalr»iaixll,es.:. 'I'her,"efofe the nature of self—employment allows
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' determmed b‘y their lccal supply and demand E‘ux;ther, ‘the .amount-:a~

‘I"orde‘:r to. achleve an’ understanchng of the part they play in the

I"household budget. In Chapter 2 they were presented ccordlng to | BTy T -

xto‘they‘h.ou‘seh‘old economy.. L s - I : Co el .. o

-assess than their' 'actual value in 'mone'tary equivaleﬁtsL ) E‘or ea'c,ample’,' - ‘ .

‘cuttlng firewood is much more of a necess;,ty than gathermg

‘ ‘arb:Ltrary. St John'sg equ.walent prlces for subsxstence p;roductlon I T

person 'is'willing to pay‘ for an, 1tem dependq} on hi'e'p‘reference for
‘that 1tem balanced agamst the alternatlves open to him. A meal of
'salmon ‘in Port Hope Slmpson, for J.nstance, may not be valued . as

-.highly ‘ag in St. John's; it may replace a meal of ‘store—bought. fare LT : '1’
N . ST h . . - . ). . '.. i .

'1‘_1'_ , . ) ,:» - 9 ~
. R - : T . P R i ~’

tlme for the pursu:.t of seasonal act:.v:.t:l.es dur:.ng both the- # :-‘

3

"'employment season™ _and the off season. '

~

It is essentj.al to classlfly the varloua subslstence act1v1t1es in

’ . R

v . N B .

seasons in which they occurred In this chapter an attempt WJ. 11 be

. . . &

nade “to placé a v‘alue on particular activities for th'ei_r cqntributj.on
- O - 1. - o

The relative value of subsistence production is much casier to

N . . Lo

. . . C o -

} bakeapples, but a351gn1ng monetary values to them is qu:.!te - , : P —

[—

n.

would be mlsleadlng because the value of s'ubz;lstence goods is B R .

-n' B o L - T 2

«

“ rather than" beJ.ng -Selected as a gbuxvmet,‘ treat. ~.Even if' it were

conditions of culture, environment and economy. . L e

. a compax:atlve reta.Ll price of a subslstence- itef assumeS'slmllar "

' ‘the pr:.ce may fluctuate cone:.derable because buyers and sellers who

— g

4 -,

assumed that all families in. each locallty .have smxlar preferences,

A more‘ accurate measurement of the'l valué of subs'iste'nce products. ]

15 the goxng prlce of the’ 1tem within the local contex.t ' However, o _. v e

¥

TSI Y hrtalihdl T TP T ey .
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o = knaw each other well ~as they do in Port Hope Simpson, tend to '

'”;1,,.- o negotiateton the basis of past or expected favours of -an entirely C
. Lo . ... . ‘ . . '.‘s-".;,‘
different 6rder than the immediate exchange. .Fair market value may ‘ T S
“oe . ] 4
net even exist.' In £act,,very few. subsistence items .are traded

. l‘ l\l ‘

strietly ﬁor cash in Port Hope Simpson..;gherefore, because Ehere is

. r,r, . o ’ L

j subsistence products is an arbitrary one. For purposes of comparison ﬂ'

.'."' ,«‘ o -

of. proauctgbn between households, however; an arbitrary”and - .‘l ,’r‘t S 31:5;
. : o~ , Yoo o
- . hopgfully impartial measurement of the value of products is useful PN . L
The _most scientifically precise method would be to measure the . SRR fﬁ

- B v
* -

'caloric value that'each item~produces.' Input-output bioenergetics -

e

has been the subject of research .on cértain small scale cultures such

as~the Kung. Bushmen of the Kalarahi Desert but the difficulty of

f,lestablishing parameters in Westenn society, even in isolated . EERT

3

communities, makes this.technique problematical If far no other ot ; R « ;'ffj

f .

' reasOn than a 1ack of better alternatiVesu a dallar amount is used to

LIS L, N
'». '.. Ta . b

vale: }:he subsi,stence items listed in Table 9 e L /

Firewood is used by everyone.. Many people supplement wood heat " o : :f:i
-

“'with oil and some heat primarily with ofl and supplement with wood. ';< D - fiii

'_"",,‘ ‘ \“"\ “ »

"finod may be used for cpoking,‘heating water heating the house and

N

" iheating a work shed. It has the highest value of subsistence items

both in terms of the labour expended to get it.and the utility it RRERTE

. \ t':.-' J~.~ . . . -,'. "o~ DR K : :‘ » " . o A‘ . .
%Richard 'p. Lee.i "ihat HunteEs Do For a Livihg, or; How to Make . 3.
/-Out:on Scarée Resources" i Richard B. Lee and’ Irven Devore -eds. Mam -~ . - L

' the Hunter, Chicago" Aldine Publishing Company, 1968 Ty
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R Table 9:

- 98 -

"Value of Annual Subsistence Production by Household. -

N . . T
u i [

2 . \

Houséhold Head

Hausehold Size.

Firewood . v
. " $vvalue @

- Cod

o -meals per week

< $ value :

.Salmon & Tedub

' - 'meals per year ...
g value ':::-_,I-

e P R oy b
-

‘Minor Mhrine Resources .

& Herring'
. § value S
' Seals
. number: . .
' $ value . "

l Seabirds, Partridge &
Rabbits o
.- §value © (o

. Domestic CGoods
Sewing, knitting &
seal skin boots

"Vegetable '

R - $ valué'_
. . Berries
" gallons
‘8 value
) TOTALS :
1 Subsistence food items
- 2, All subsistence items
LA
L3, Annual cash expenditure
~on Foad,, Electricity &'
Heating 011 ‘
L

B 4, . Household'Cash Incoﬁé

. 5.- Subsistence as per cent

" °  of Househpld cash
incone :

‘1//"

"

e

Sol .

~

1,250 °

. 800

L
200

Caplin, Mhssels,.Crab -

.70
45
1,575

25

- 200

" 50

36 .
250¢

- 2,970

4,430

23,400

" 9,000,

Sy

tharlie

[

1,250 13

L
.30 -

.30

160

< 70

352

20

1,272

2,522

4,380

11,300

”iaor

¥ ‘ ‘\‘ﬂ ~
.o

Sam

"

20
140

r

1,270

2,520

7,360

SR

<

9

. 15
- 110

1,225

Shawn George '

o

1,750 1,250 .

4357
©.1,015 )

’\:5 :'TT"105 N
a0 00

2,475 1,600

©.9,000 3,708

'7,900 '23,600. 5,3

pred
b |

”
)

2-3.
260"

30° . 190

" 3p

o

350

o

;
of
®

6.2"

850

1-2
270 -

S 7 .25 = W

.55

120 -

730°

1,580 '1,547.

7,780 9;980

0 '25,500j18§800

"17.6

640 -

4=5 -
700 ..

16 ; 10-

o

35

937 -~ 417

867

10 600

27 500

3.2

Rt
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YIJ_; pir -make determlnatlon of‘the number of dords 1mposs1ble. Ther-w

o B e '~. c

_49? - . e

3
-

sometlmes by truck to the house, where they are: stood on end in a

. :
[ . . E

conical plle.- People measure the amount of flrewood by the number of
komat1k loads, the number of “stxcks“, or the tlme 1t took them to . o0

cut and haul 1t. leferences-an the s;ze of the snowmob;le, aul;ng

ldlstance from the house, length of "stlcka" and the number of people

:",: . ¢

'

:lcosts of heatxng an average sized house wlth oil alone 1s an estlmated Ea

DN

‘. e R S

A,3$1 ;250- per year, based on the local prxce of oll’y,If o11 were':f \
: Ky

an it

'replacedwzth subslstence flrewood, the value:of firewood would.; be

. - . '} < .
:the same. However, because some houets are 1nsulated and aome are K

» L. PR

.jnot, and- because certaln types of stoves are more efflclent :
;than others, thls can only be a,very rough estlmate. Also, people

who have wood stoves xn th91r work aheds need more flrewood.

'
X v L

An 1nformant po;nted out ‘to me . that hau11ng flreWood by

1] .
LS

snowmob11e and komatlk 13 1neff1o1ent.. He estImated that 1t only

-"ln “'. ",

took h1m two weeks to gather enough wood for the year because he uses

.hlB truck to haul 1t out 1n the fall rather than a snowmoblle whzch

,,can take sxx weeks 1n the winter.‘ Therefore, haullng flrewood with t

‘-truck takes fewer trlps and less gasollne.‘ However. thll lB i"{ m;..

b

_1pract1cal only lf the wood supply 1s'cloae to Port Hope Simpson and
-close to the r@%d ;‘}:5:;‘ T B T 1j; '

. » M A
\ - -

Although areas where—timber is cut are Crown Land, there 1s an

.v

. usufructory rlght observed of a famlly 8 cuttxng area. A famlly w;ll

Iy

e v’usually not cut in an: area they know LB be;ng cut by another.. @b:do“,-.f"f

Loe e M L T AR L/ PTG
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55‘1n the w1nter by J1gg1ng through the 1ce 1n fresh water-ponds."ﬁ‘~

"areas closest to home are the most de31reab1e. 3

. household and the labour expended to get 1t, 1s cod.
“f‘meals of fresh cod 1n the summerlthan frozen or salt cod‘1n the
:Zwlnter. The number of meals per: weeh shown Ln Table 9 1s the .{F'
{ifestlmate glven by lnfonnants for the whole year.:
";the cod sold 1s 1n the form of salt bulk now that freezers have
:become avallable the preﬁerence for‘personal‘consumpt1on snd storage.

Lis fresh and frozen f1sh. ‘. e ﬁ;"i
~do not consumebit themselves because they say the selllng prlce, t
'vwhlch reached $2 40 a pound for a. brref trme, is. s0 hlgh that they

" were.

"be calculated on local store pr1ces because they are not sold

'.1rre1evant.'

- 100 -

so would be regérded as stealing someone'else's wood, There‘is"

surprlslngly little controversy over cuttlng rlghts, although the

The_next most.imbortant item“in terms of both utility to the o

People-eat more

o -
ty '.(,.

' . !

Although most of

-

Y

&

Salmon is a des1red 1tem on the menu, but some salmon flshermen

e
\

cannot afford 1t., In any case, the number of meals of salmon were

f1gured on the ba51e of an ent1re year rather than weekly as codf15h>

. '

Trout are taken ln summer by nets set 1n rlvers and bays and

l-\' ¢ “ ,‘ FE
tl :

-

The est1m§Ee of the dollar value of cod salmon and trout cannot "

and;
as prev1ous1y po1nted out, prlces in other places are eomewhat

Therefore, the pr1ce a person would get 1f he sold the

f1sh to a: local f1sh plant,1s used Ain Table Q.: In-terms-of*the-

effort expended on these three specles, cod.@nﬂ salmon are taken for

conaumpt1on at the same t1me as they are landed to be sold but-

&

separate effort must be made to catch trout e;ther through tw? 1ce or:

) o oo - i .

.
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by nets. Only a couple of fishemen sell trout.to tk? f1sh plant. L
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Minor marine species such as herring, crab, cdplin and mussels - -

are.coﬁsumed only' oecesionally in season. ”Caplin are dried and

emoked or frozen for: consumpt1bn throughout Ehe year by eome. There

.18 no local market for cap11n,and 1t 15 not sold locaLly.. Cap11n is

e

’ '1\,'ﬁ,,usually a slde d1sh.; In evaluatzng the 1mportance of 1tems whlch ma;jxixv":

REATE
. -

'~; fl}not be the ma1n fare of e meal 1t should be borne 1n m1nd that theref

lﬁare numerdus informal tea breaks throughout»thE'day andfa:more}fotmal;z

v, St . ., ..,

'north Labrador coast because of thep relat1ve scarc1ty.'~1n the fallx;v,“

N s [

" and early winter they are shot or netted and 1n‘the spr1ng of years "il’h

- =]

T ' when ice cond1t1ons are rlght harp seals can be clubbed near shore. €
N - 'Q - M
) However, each year there are fewer seal hunters. A good pelt brlngs

P " — . . ~ 5 T R

'th1rty—f1ve dollars and the Meat from some .is! eaved.;iﬂuntere who get

v ,‘-.‘ P

. ’ ‘ -.only a. few seals 1nc1deute1 to otber fct1V1t1es are usually 'j';vﬁgnyli if:?::_ -
S 1nterested.only-1n the'meat.ﬂ Seab1rds, partr1dges and rabb1ta are ,-Q i:§fi- ST
L S ‘ seldom sold‘iocally, but occas1onally a hoy w111 ask far f1ve dollerst‘ﬁjif" '
;‘ / '::},_for two b1rds or rabb1ta.t They generflly are used:for the ma1n fare,,: .
| ) Aof“a’mealf ‘ﬂ »';” ' ,,? . . ”‘l P 1ﬂ‘.; ' ’\“.;{k S “
R . : C N . ",‘ .. L LI BN f . B
There are very few gardens in Port Hope S1mpson. 8011 1s poor : . :

jé;od the 1nsects apoear healthler than the vegetables.u Perhaps wlth‘
T:encouragement agr1cu1ture could otay allareer,role 1n‘the Hbusehoid .{'.";:; e
) -budget but the men s t1me ;s taken up w1th flsh1ng'durrng the‘groexng S
f f,season and Ln the f1ehrné statrons there ig enough so11 for oely.a i:J::“Tf:; \

B

very tlny garden.

Dollar valuee for garden produce are f1gured on




e,

" . Stra:.ts area or 1n Newfoundland“ Bakeapples are valued hlgher chan

L partndge betnes or bluebernes, _):ut ass1gning a dollar value to the .

TR bern&s themselves would be polntless-. Inscqad, .thau:- value liea 1_n
: the:.r use aa prese:;vet. -

: ~‘." H ;

Fo

g

Bl

} iy Lhages prqduce.._ I have autempted to~use dollar values that mdu:ate the 4
i S g N txhty of t:he vanous u:ems, although thete are the obv:.ous f
’ 1A% 342 8", theorencal problems mherent 1n t:he quanuﬁcatxon of such d:.verse g

L . . H o
b , .. ! 3t -t -

t e T ;‘ but es’se.ntxal cona1derat(}s as Ot;%.'s iqreference,for a partxcul'fr‘- ‘
T ke N ,_‘;' . X ¥ '. e vl T

:f ,. = ” ,*'-: commod:.ty, ,one 8: level of deau'e din regard l:o the acqu:.s:.tl.c;;n of aﬁ

it . ¥ e . - .-w.-m','; e 4 : by L

é . " _'”:‘.t:em, :nd the :!c.luzpment wh:.ch ui:.ghtwbe u‘sed 1.n procu.rement. as well v

{ 5 -a-s the ;:e¥at1ve a‘b.llu'nldance 'of‘ltt.te c‘omc;d:l.ty itself. 1' ) ‘:."..I'.."* = L
:‘ > ‘-.j e \ RCE Perhape ;mbm tence pro'du‘ct-‘;on ‘in Sz;l 8 household .is.va‘lue'd -

: f- .sold and the law of d1m1m.sh1ng marg1nal ut:l.li.ty apphes so seal

-s__ 5 . PRV »* ‘-' .’ .

compds’ i: bn greatly affects produc:zan poss:l.b:l.hc:.es bol:h. 1n._
':':-...f- = w2 L £ e W \"‘: 'Q

subsxstent:e and :|.n produuion fot the market. For 1natance, Charhe




Il . B i bul George has. no sor;s and hzs wzfe.‘rs .occupzed w:.th t:wo amall

. 5 3 co f:hxloren. Although Sam‘haa c;nly twlo othersﬁrn hxs ‘;nn.t:er hohoehold

- { 2y the combmed effotte of hn .fathelzta‘nd t'our sharemen l.n the oummer .
* ; and fall add g-reatl); ~‘f:¢":‘ h1ahproduct1:;n oosa1b111t1es. Purcher; even
R S RTINS % St Ty ~.¢, o . ol o P - .
1;" - ,‘, : ,‘. _1f. t:he humber of. e.lig1b1e .part‘::l.copant?‘i.h 's'ube\:.stence. production 1:1 ‘a '
Tk hou;ehold is: lo;. there 1.s a"n :advar;tege'. 1'. ‘ha\“n:t;g ‘a olose ~re1at1ve !

'who oqprrrb;tes lhu't‘l‘ole or'reeoorees. b ‘

"",‘do not have 'that advantage... '_:

W &

..,-

. 'I’he value of fu'ewood /1.8 calculated.only on the bae;s of home

-

; LA s heatlng and cook:.ng cosbs, wh:.ch may be muleading Sol Joe, and
LAE O . % U ol : = .\u( 1" . O | : ) ‘, 5 .‘ h .’.‘.
e -5 . ol Shawn use flreweod t:o heat: work sheds m t:he wmter, and Sol Sam and

: Table 9 aleo 1nd1cat:ee e couple of generallzanons wh1ch eFe', ,
baSed on my obeervat:lona of other hoﬁeeholds j.:’n the comunu:y.. One, ':_.' :
o i o = ".. 2 "?“_ IR} : , ‘, EPa “ “. = M 9, " e, .* ":‘.‘ " ;- ;.. ‘.u
households w1th hlgh nel: caeh 1ncomes do not: rel.x' pq subusten{:e ke i 48
o '_ ¥ G - ¥ A . v _' ". " ;.‘ ;, s ‘._"

1tens asemuch. Joe ahd Elmer have hlgh net 1ncomes~beoause' of the;u'

‘ P h K
F ] e N, U > o N "- N

connect:l.or_i with wage labour.- 'l'hey both can afford o11 heat elecl:nc
W - stoves a'l:ld' elect:rlc hot water heat : 'Iihey can afford co ‘choose x4
..‘- .v\“__ R ':. . _.1_ ...\ -‘ 5,.-, -...‘_-, ,.. __. )
between'havmg many. 1 eals of codftsh or a’ few. Suberstencé 19 also.. .

.Ar-n

George and Gam havv.gpo el:.gible malee 1n the household to help thh

subs:.stence productmn and nexther feels free to ask a’ close relatwe

":' '.:"f’ A ,-" ,--,
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-ﬁ'v'ﬁ_,‘ =y Ve extended use~of gear. Although George. Gam and Elmer are low income o e

.

BT SO caat welfare recipients, a generalization about low income and the amount* .
b g o e T K o PRI O et UGN G e
f}f}”\jil} .. .3.»‘ of subsistence production would be invalid Two, there are as many
high producers as low producers in low income families. Welfare

-.-.' .‘q.

rovince.. Wheress the time and resources required would mske },,}“'

in subsistence production in Port Hope Simpson would be economically

e .

. . o'
B et i ‘ ., . .
v, b . - B v " = S

el irrational A person may choose ‘to pursue certain activities more or

l‘..-: . = %l .

nj g less intensely depending on his need and performance, hut subsistence
: fﬁ".production 1g" an essential cbmponent of the community socio-economic 'gf; Al
" structureal e : ot 5
3 < S w8 e ot L Tt 5 Nl 2 .
1 A e e \ o L T J W O & e
3 il D.. Money Msnagement, Utilization, and Exehiﬁég_ D
}1 s, A ; .ﬁ_- ; e ..'A {' "' SE e Sk e . ={_u
» § The economic position of a household is deEErmined hy how it a”
Is ’ .-‘“ : y- . ". -~ -
1' ‘ manages its money, utilizes cqsh and goods, and exchanges labour aﬁdu ?.'
2 B N . . oo & 8
L g, ; services as much ‘as how cash and goods are’ produced u This section
PR e AR e e I Lo - -
e .x]will exsmine methods of money manag

ement consumption petterns ‘and

.. .,,‘ _'.".e. oy e o By e
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.K{. exchange as‘variables which influence socio~economic status..‘:.i.
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The division of fishing incdme among crew members follows a

‘i g

tradition which is probably as. old as the hitory of Anglo—European
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' ‘ X .ee‘ttlement in Labrador. _ ,Howev_er}. wﬂer'eas' .‘};ears 'ago‘: d..:l.'\"‘idin’g' the
. o ‘-_ fishing incmre among‘ crew elembers was l:he joi) of the .sk;Lpper now the [
L - fish plant:e ..f.:lgure“the sheree,. .alr:‘hough‘ re.sponsibilit.};.may ul-l.rinﬁte‘l)'r‘ ‘
,"‘ ] }'ie with the akipper.‘ Aitt-xougl; .'l:b.erel-_r‘i.s. .‘;ninor variation‘in-“t'i:: W, y a
1} , sea‘apr’; ; :I..ncome"ia actually di'v‘;.ldec.i' I:‘he‘ ;.;iea ia‘inflexible.u . I;:a :
acrew 'wi'rhou;: st;eremen ‘(iai's and C';ml s' in 'l‘alile3 f&r e:.:ample)' L he
,r . '-'3 B LA B %&:'ss,‘ earnleg;a and expense‘s‘ \
1 B .‘share;;r;.s i:ay;
divided b.y t:he number of crewmen, .including h:hnselﬂ,-
.éay ierhalf ther‘gross’ earninésu ‘I;lu.e'o“ﬁe sheref nrinus expe'nses,‘..'.-:.‘ =
Expensee ;rfciude fisl";ing geer; boar ;llaierenance;‘ -fuel‘ (those itemg
list;ed :l.n Table"' é), and roem ax;d board for the Ehare;en. The ~ :
fellowing et:1'c .Eeru;ula is valid for crews ..v;:lt:h‘a con;bination t;f
"'l;a'rl:ne‘r's a.;1d 'sharemen (as m.‘s‘am”s' crew) :‘va.s we]..‘.l‘as fc;r -tt‘xe usual“ '

Where, C.= segson"s gross income in d‘o'llars ot .

AN.= _number’:of .crewmen including the skipper (s) w-_.‘:f.:j'.‘- ]

it n= number of partners (skippers) -
QAN E b expenses e
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o the expenses were the same. If Joe had two sharemen he would make “d D

. than quxntsls of f'sh as Far1s reported (1972 108 and Table l)

creu of one skippgr and one‘or ore.sharemenll
For example, as Table 3 sho s, Joe and’two sharemen grossed

$28 000. In this - ‘case each sha emsn got $4 667 (528 000 d1v1ded by 2

t1m%s 3 crewmembers) A Joe had §9 095 in. expenses, 50, he makes $9 272

-i)expenses) : If Jbe had partners \nstead of sharemen, each would have

had partners, but 1n lean years the reverse 1s true.; For 1nstance,,o;_n7'

($28 000 d1v1ded by 2, plus one hare of $4 667 m1nus $9 095 ;Uj;;‘i;

$63302 ($28 000 mlnus $9 095 expenses d1v1ded by 3 partners)

v,
..,-( . ,‘.

$905 ($15 000 d1v1ded£byr2 plus a share of $2 500 m1nus $9 095

=

" expenses) but 1f he had two partners he would get 31 968 ($15 000

m1nus $9 095 expenses d1v1ded by’ 3 partners) Partners share the ;&f

expenses and the rlsk.w Obv10usly, sharemen r1sk only thelr t1me. 0f7‘

L 1 ‘- -

x course, a safety feature for the skxpper is to have h1s crewmen ilh

11v1ng W1th hLm Ln h1s household soLthat 1ncome can be shared.x

K + . . L Y '."
f o R s

: Un11ke the d1str1but10n of cashl UI stamps sre d1v1ded equally T

4 . P L .

;‘rﬂ—' o v

~'f{ among crew members. AlthOugh 1t 1s 111egal to g1Ve stamps to¢“j d;fif

-

o, P .} P4 . N . l .

: ' . l o ‘.‘%i- .
PN )

. ATI-.

-

1To av01d confuslon between Farls (1972 108) and my l{f"":
111ustrat1on of. the calculat1on of. the d1v1s1on Jo.f the catch, what he

W cslls a:"full ‘share". is known in Port Hope S1mpson as the skfpper 8"
 ‘part’: Un11ke Far1s observst1on (1972 107), sharemen ere pa1d the'
;. same regardless of vhether they have family members worklng ifi.the™

' stage. This-is most lxkely because of the: compsrat1ve esse-of !
msrr1ed men - to beg1n flshlng ‘on- the1r own.; There are’ married men; who o

P

" are sharemen. Also, the sharemen,s pay 1is. f1gured in. dollsrs rather

RN UmS Ty
AT

ELAR T

NATL

; -‘ZWhether or not ‘one” qual1f1es and how much he gets in UI
benefxts depends an the number. of weeks of 1nsurable employment and
how much he has esrned durzng those wgeks, not-the actual number of

stmnps " Nevertheless, th1s term perststs Ln local ussse-'; o

assume 1n a. bad season Joe s gros 1ncome had been only $15 000 and Do

L }Smli"‘k\_‘, ‘

P

AN L
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O another man, if, at the end of the season, there are not enough, :

- »

Al
0

»f‘ qualifying weeks for the whole crew'to'colleCt Ul beﬁefits} fish-
'

vk . ' s e could be sold in the, names o£ only part of the crew so that, at leaat

B R I aune of them would be able to qua11fy. Hdwever, '1s.not usually

T

T
V4

l., P R DN .. .-

o everybne,: Although the skxpper and h1s crew know the standard

v

f1gur1ng sharea to the f1sh plants 1n v1rtua11y all capes.'.ufinﬁ{h,"

Y

1Q-m A con ious strategy toward the manlpulatxon of Unemployment

1

Insurance cla1ms 1a rather uncommon.‘ Whether 1t*ra due.tO‘cdncern

PR

‘ZQ' D /"~.". \,/w1th an honest reportlng of the truth 1n such matters or a. 1ack of e
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";'f'i~<".“ih_calculatlons. Somet1mes, when stamps ‘. or more accurately, weeks oE

.. K Ca

;1:::'~ ‘.b:‘ employment are apport1one§ equally among a11 crewmembers, the 'ﬁclh

e e

Tsoverall catch at the end of the seaaon 1s }nsuffxcxent to qual1fy

e -
o

T

< . <

-:tlme based on the overall catch of the whole crew, UIC benefxts could

,-r-.. . ‘.'

- ' '

o .‘

. . - PR AN
A \ A

fonnula for flgUtlﬂg ahares,@they g1ve the actual respons1b111ty for ’

‘ / o N knowledge of regulatxons governxng UIC moat skxppers leave the ‘ fﬁg;
‘:' /'4ﬁf;1§1"4»f allocat1on of weeks of employment among crew members entlre1y<up'to f'”

o ; *the f1sh plants and/or other employers and do not questzon therr .Wué-”
- S P N A
3any crewmembers., By adoptxng a plan to qual1fy creumembers one at a f'

3_be max1m1zed ¥1th1n the crew eVen 1f some members d1d not qua11fy 1n h_f'

‘a partlculat year. However, when auch a atrategy was‘d1SCusaed D

'~g-1nfoerntsycxted correctly, the 111ega11ty of g1v1ng a peraon . ': t'ff**'

O




o
. i, ’ 2 another e stamps.': Thez:t:_”a‘re 8 n’umber of comphc‘a.tlons 1nlvb1vefi ‘
"o z ) '-;-'(-"‘ ‘ 'w1th ‘gwlng‘hsh to other cremembers.';.h crger to qu‘a.hfy at“least ':.
: i S . part of the c.rew. The f1sh plants rehcord eac.hl member of- the crew 1n.
. g . : order to calculate share s. Thus,“ earnmgs are ‘not“fl.gured oy :1"'.:
aue advahce cheques.to:sheremen, thereby. recordmg employ‘ment: t:.;ne .

-:‘d ."- i '-r'v-- “." .
___;! , . erﬂ:;.re‘‘f:'.wt'e:l’s‘f A i el s ,_.-.::

: : . 'a‘g'aélt: fmh‘h‘t'/the end of'the.season so that they have-.only e,'roh'gh . )

3 e \—-- 1 b

|

E _ quahfymg weeks unt11 the paperwork has Been complete:__ [ J L
) !{ :‘; - expl:'anat:.on for gwin; the rhspons:.blhty oﬁ-f1gur‘i~ng shares‘.to the : "'" . ‘ ‘
I are L oee .« s T -." RS 2 e ,':-.- K R % PR SR e 1
. ‘l .‘; f : lar:te 1s that 1t is unfa1r __:'-to do otherwg.se.  As. one ,skli;per" e s

; explnned' "If m;' sher;;neﬂ don' t g_etle fa:r‘sha!‘ce.from me, :dc yot; achlf ) :

! 7 N -th1nh the); d be back next year?"':'“lt :wlrould appear that th:.s 1s a..,
‘ -l - :._.; - : ., stra‘tegy adopte'ri— by ak1ppers '!m order' to avqul’ Pllac:.ngwthet‘nselves 1n
* i . A pos:.ttons ;ah1ch could be crl:.l:xc;.ze:d by sharernen. ~ '

N ' ':,"‘-: . . : ."h‘ltho.ugh there lis no’ commonly. ee:i‘ strategy to maxmize' UI

J 5 benef:.tg, ’ th1s -rs"hot t‘o :saytth'at..no strateg-; ex::sts; “ 'Itywas

) , :'“reported that“a few skl.;;'era had- 1r;c1uded At '
g o =\ eveh 1? they ;l1d r;ot um;all'y. !::rhh,r sc; 'that thexr

A LV ‘UIC .benef‘1te.- 'rh:.s waa pc;;i.hliei etnce h1980 amet;drhent to UIC‘-

':relgulat':.ons perm.l:"'ed "women to rece1ve- bene;Qtsﬁrf they £1shed .

.-- I s S e . ‘|.~ . i) -' -" -,7.:‘ .. .;'_.- .
thelr husbands. g Clearly,. m these 'cases, ,the sk:.lpper would have .to -_ "

- 1--' o

be reasonably certain h:.s crev vould catch engugh f1sh to quahfy

" "o . . ' 5% DT . [
o ' ' L. 3 T - B . -, . .
. . o v . = N 5 5 ‘
= = v, ;T e . ey v R o
v = » 2 3 08 g oo LA < P : : g, s
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e women in’ the crew, who do not actually leh 1s only a fa1r Fc“'

.:}:ﬁ o recogn1t1onnnf the labour performed by wonen in cookxng,,clean1ng,‘

B

Y

baklng bread wesh1ng and performxng other chores for the whole crew

. S . ~

. 1n the spantan cond1t1ons ‘of'a Lahrador f1sh1ng stat1on..h'}tfﬁje v

. \ K .

accumulat1ng weeks of employment before the frsh1ng season have'

AT -

T

EN o

OIS ‘4‘7'

In order to maX1mlze UI benef1ts, the best’strategy 1s to catch'

N

‘-:as many f1sh ELY p0351b1e 1n as few Weeks as posslble, Put not less:

[

N te

f hery) The more fxsh sold dur1ng the quaIlfx1ng weeks,:the h1gher

o f
A .

If the catch beglns to dw1nd1e after ten weeks

the weekly beneflts.f

-

factors, such as the shortness of the season, the pract1ce of se111ng

- --'~ A
N " I

- Ta . - et ~
. M ' e * ".~
e e o L.

f1sh stock var1able8‘“render such s clear cut stfategy overszmple for

.l

actual spp11cat1on under Labrador condxtlons.- Instead,.f1shermenb

- - "‘. - L ~

f

. apply the1r strategy to catchlng as many fish as’ pos51b1e under the -

thelr benefxts 1nsuff1c“ent to make ends meet they rely on Socxal

PR :’,

'~: in the f1sh&ry to establxsh the1r ent1tlement to the UI beneElt._gf““:'

EA condltlons they must face._ If they fa11 to qua11fy for UI or f1nd C




'foppor;un1ty occurs.;J

o

If a strategy for the max1m1za:1on of UI benef1ts is, equated wlth.VT

At

abuse of the aysteﬂﬁfn some local1t1es,.then there is 11tt1e abuae lnili:

PR X R TR S

o ks e

It s not anlabuse" ita -

K Just a fact of 11fe

e > et o

! un11ke some other soc1et1es. The houaehold pu:se scrlngs are,~7

. ‘{‘ .
i
N
g
g
£

B R . ,
e PR R - <, N

“. controlled'byk%he one who has the most educat1on, and spec1f1c

~ < . "

Ty

,completes anothet'

[
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‘have nbt taken ciare to do this.,

. * o

'I‘able 10 shows how one fxsherman s net fishing 1ncome was

caiculated “On has 1980 tax return. 'I‘he proBlem that may result

v

o "
e 1. s -
v ‘ PR T N
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from

having a- non-‘-profess."gonal ﬁlgure a tax return for anothe‘rAtaxpayer is

®

th'a*t singe he does not keep. a.'yeér-af'ter.-year record of the

- .

f:l.sherman ] accumulat:.on of gear, he does not allow for: capltal

Do acc:umulatlon. For several years the f.Lsherman may be able to’ reduce h:.s

C.: V.. Grosé Fishing Iicome . . -, "

v i Ground fish and Ssaimon .- -

Cy, o L ) - Vi '

2. Expenses .
Crew. sha.re ..
Food for ‘crew
Gasoline and oil
Gear :
Salt . |
License i :

~ Loss of nets and traps . ?

*  Tools . . ’

- "Truck o - .

Repairs, )

v

o

3. Net Fishing Income

@ . . Table §O:- Example of a E‘J.sherman g InCQme Tax Preparatlon

$10,737.83

1,650
300
B50" .
550

1,200
20
850 .

.200

2,360

300 .

- 8,280

- 2,457.%53 .

+.3,791.40
" 6,248.93

"~ 5,810.55

| ) 438.38.

“ -, 0,00 .

% winginst

4., Inco’me From Transfer. Payments
5. . Total Incol'ne ) .
'6;,/ ‘ All Personal Exempt.lons, Deductions’
- ) '/” . - .
ST L Taxable Income e .
8. Tf;x S -
e .
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.

. gross income by deducting expenses so thatshis net income is low
t .

23 ey,

enough not to incur any taxes, but there may come a year vhen he can .
r e

P y © 1o longer dépreciate his gross income as much, with the result that

he is stuck with a big tax bill. 1In the example in Table 10, the

operating costs that octur every year are mixed in wi’.th capital .

B -

' ' costs. Such capital Ltems as "gear "oss of nets and traps and-

o

Wi . "truck“ may not occur agaln mext- year whlch would’ add a total of , o S
$3 760 to ‘his gross!mcome. : Also,° there have been other cases where ST
. ’ K - cap:.tal goads, such as a boat, ,were never. deprecuted at all.

-Not only is book' keepl.ng ha‘rid,le'd somewihat ha‘p_haz'a'rdl’y,j‘butupe'dplbe

v are npt accustomed to using the -services that are availh_ab,le in”’

« A}

financial institutions in less isoiated areas. Many people have - 1 -
never used a bank or Ehe-quing account. Although currency is the

' medium of exchange in Port Hope S1mpson, the community's 1solat10n ' 4'

-

_from money supphee sometimes causes money to be scarce. Cheques . s {

a

issued to one pers‘on may be used by otheia'for exchenge. For
Lnstance, a woman who buys $50 of grocer1es in a lqcal store g:.ves
the merchant an $80 cheque 1ssued by W1111ams Harbour. Seafood to her

husband. The merchant gives the woman someone elsge's welfare cheque

for $25 and gives her $5 credit.

1
H
:
1
L.
{
i
4

L
A
L
H
."-'
;
N
9]
_.J

. Although home mortgages were- virtually unheard of until recent "
. : - \
. ,

years, credit has always been 2 way of 11fe.. Credlt is extended by

the flsh plants,_merchants, certa1n government agenc1esf’; and a -" . . i

~

p'rivate loan company called Avco Financial Services’, a branch office

of which is in St. Anthony. Avco grants loans Erom $100 to $10 000 - oL -

in repayment terms of three months. to four years. Loan_s are

e .
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negotiated ‘ii«t\g!‘:hiB company m.ainly for building materials and " :
. snowmobiles. hia | '
i ) One man has a $2,700 loan from Avce, and a.$1,500 loan from the )
g Fisheries Loan Boerd; he owe‘s one local store $1,660 and another
fz “ h store $4, 5000 for debts 1ncurred over the last two and a half _years. i |
§ * Although t:he amount of l'u.s (?EB(:S may ‘not “be ty{pl.cgl ot:hers have v
g '-debts from at’ l'east as many sources. - / - '\ T . ST o ‘
: Consumptron p@tterns are affected by trad1t1on ,fmd t:he :Lsolatxon,i L
; T 1 ' _. - .fof the commum.ty. In the fall -a few people buy commodrt:xes on the ..~ e A P :',;;
: .:"'" S Island at lower pru:es than are ava11able in- Port llope S1mpson ‘and ‘_ ‘ e **
. ; _ shlp them back by CN boat. Most People, however, have ahort-term ., . T . 3 . j'
- 1 - c'onaump_t:ion hab1t: s.' For example, people VISII: at least one store | )
"; almost every day, even if it is more for a social than‘ a bus1ness N
: . . .. A
: " purpose. ) . | ‘
; . ' " The few people -who employ t¥e banking system, take advantage of o
TL low i_nl:erest loans, .and. plx Tase ni‘erchend‘i-ae ai;";r.lmdl'e_sale prices . . .
‘(n‘mely th:e merchants and a few ,higher 'Vihco_me' l:nc.:!ivi‘li'da'le. with above : _‘
E . average -'_educati'on)n, 'Hay'e a di?;iqc’t 'adygrit»aé,é 1n the ‘market economy.
R 'I_Becad‘ge;oth'ers'rl..ac_k ed;..lcat'io'n.and'_expe-riqu‘e in ,i‘:liese; nia'.ttersl; this
. . is a werld thet‘.ia ef::f,ectiv'el).' qloqei‘i. to -m.any of them. : S ) ',;:'ll',:' :
( ) ‘ - Spending‘.o.n',‘en‘t‘e.rtai"mnem: is very limited 1n .IPor.t: Hope -QS-imp_se_n; | '
4 e ) ) Religiou‘.s af‘t"i"liet"ibrr deterinine‘s,.,:t';d éaﬁ.e ext;nt how mone;’.is o S
:epent:'.., Non-Penl:ecosts may spend a consxderable amount on- t:he ' .
‘ ) .'irlpbrtat1on.of beer a'nd 11quor. The two small pool halls i r,-‘ . ’
. ‘
. ‘frequented by young people, are effectlvely off llmlts to Pentecosbs, i - ';:
as 1s tl;e movxe theatre whl.ch shows fourth run f11ms a couple of S i |

.. . . . A IR T Lo X o : . ST
> . . T e, . e y P L e N . e
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m times & month. The financial aspects of Pentecostalism will be

oo

-have taken loans from a prwate loan company or arranged cred1t w1th =

Unhke some f1sh1ng commumtles 1n Newfoundland 1and is not: fenced 2
B leased from Crown Lands for an extremely small cost. _ There are‘no'

: t:he ones in Port Hope S:mesorr because of the short penod they are

discusged in Chapter 5.

-

There is a wide range of typea of houses and furnishings in Port
Hope S:'.mpson. Mos-t houses bu11t w1th1n the last s1x years are
f1nlshed wu:h commerc:.al products, such as k1tchen cabmets and

s1dmg.~ Furm.t:ure in some houses is the standard var1ety seen 1n

medlum prlced c1ty furniture stores, in others it :.s the homemade

\

_‘wooden bench, kltqhen table, anfd stralght-backed wooden chalrs. _

,F1n1sh1ng and furn1sh1ng a new home 1s/more expgnnve than 1t wohld

be for an equ1va1ent home nearer commerctal sources. Hany people

.t

the reta11er. 'l'he ‘danger of t:lus method of f1nanc1ng, wh:v.ch is so-
fam111ar to people in other arees, is that the ¢redi't carries an’
exorbitant mte_rest charge, unl}ke ‘the c'r_ed1t :extended by m_erchimts
in the community. . ) | - | .

:Hquseaj:are not sold’ ia Port Hope S.impaon.: :It is a"'!;uyér's
market, or more prectsel)lr, & ﬁutlder s market. When a new h0use is
bu11t the old one .ig abandoned or ‘turned ‘into a storage shed._l Houses '

.

are not 1naured and :Ln any case. 1nsurance would be. eXpens:Lve Coe

because of the lack of flre equlpment. Land has 11tt1e value. ‘

.

to prov1de eccesa to the sea. The land that 19 now. occup1ed is

. property taxes. " ‘Houses in the fisthg atatlona are more modes; than .

occupled and lack of cummumty fauhties.“ 5
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'I'he exchange of labor and. goods is a very 1mportant part of the L o
household budget. Although the 1dea1 is that. a. household is an ’ .
3 1ndependent ecanomic unit w1th each person doing his own work, 1n R { y -
§ ' ' , L N
practice, there is a complex of exchanges between households. ,'.l‘he' \ - ."J'
é core of exchanges takes place . between close relatwes rather than . e R
. ' 1 'Anelghbours. The more closely related people arel the more exchanges
"that occur. . Exchangea tend to. be: more"‘ genersl:.zed between close k:.n T “",:

TR—
4

' ":and fnore ba lanced between non-km. : \.,_....\, i

x‘~'~

Howevet, the ldeal of t}'xe 1ndependent household 1s strong. There

‘e

' . o

. " '.. . L
3

: :1s a great reluctance to ask another person who 1s not 1n the same

S ) - crowd' for help.' When Issac-s motorboat eng:.ne b'ec.ame 1noperat1ve,'s Toooi
g A' :he refused to. ask for e1ther adv1ce on ‘how to fl.x 1t or help 1n "-; ST
,'_ - »haullng h:.s cod traps. Four daya passed befote he flnally accepted ; -
;_ B . the -use oxf a ne1ghbour & -boat to check his’' nets. In another case, 'a “’ ',"
: ’ man sufffered a. heart ettack wh11é tryl.ng‘ to lever hls truck out of a :,
‘ - ditch alone, rather than en11st the help of others. Perhaps 1n these- )
f ' -vand other 31m11ar cases the xnduudual feels he .cannot, adequately ’ ) ;
3 e ,‘recr_proca.te. '7 ”: : ., . . I . .

An owner of a p1ece of e'qu1pment that l.s 1n demand in thev .

\. B B communlty has a formal plsn for balanced rec1proc1ty. A aawnull _ RTIE ,’;:'
. :o L "owner w1ll let others use h1s mlll f”or one day ‘.Lf they work for hun

A for two days. The owner of ‘the. backhoe charges a set feeaer hour.;.

. 5 N

l-lowever, the .maJon.ty of exchanges wh1ch take place 'between
- N 3 . -o‘

o . kinfolk ate not consummated on a formal plan of balanced e IR
v : : e Ll e

. reC1proc1ty._ A grandparent may take -a f1sheman s chrldren for the

,rema:.nder of the sc.hool year wh1l.e he and h:.s w1fe move out to the AU R

.
‘




. 1mmedlate spec1f1c return, although xt would be expected that the _son

; and individuals, I have provided dEscriptiOns of cash production, B

transfer payments, subsistence produotion, and utilization of e o

A
A

ability to engage in the maximum amount of work.- It is cl/ear that :'--' N

- 116 -

fishing ‘station. 1In such cases, there are no expectstions o-f an’

return his parent s favours, which might be expres’sed by the gift of

a few salmon or s'-winter's supply-of codfish. It is 1mposslb1e to,

»

measure the value of such exchanges,,, but it Ls obv1ous that they

contribute substantially to the well-being of householda._ L

- .. R oyt e Lot v,

’ Chapte'r'. Summarjr"

structure of Port Hope Simpson and the affectll-it has upon families o

[ . - L e e P

resources... The way people articulate with the economic structure . R
N . s e e -
‘not. only determines their economic level but influences their |

o o . RS

social status as: well S R ".' S

Tt has been evidenced that work is a standard of evaluation of
o, "

status. Moreover, there are material conditions which affect o?ie ‘s

the residents of the community do not conceive of at direct 1ink S
between work. butput and cash income, but from an etic viewpoint . ‘

‘i

the extent of one 8 ability to build up cash ~reserVes largely

determines his ability to invest and re-invest in more equipment in/'-'

order to continue working. Those families who are primarily

dependent on’ welfare .are less able to do this compared to- those who".'f

v

have been sble to build up their material holdings. - i

Although the technology used to produce snd market fish is much '

e TN i
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4 ‘ _— the same amung Por\\Hcpe Simpson fishermen, their ability tol . an - ‘ -
“i . e Y dncome from fishing ls influenced by variables auch as the loc:ation ‘ i
. f SR C ) of berths. amount ;nd type: of gur, ;nd number pf crev members. ' R
i ' - ‘ : High l;roduction f;:om ~the fishery dc;es not necess.arily mean a skipper i
“ e will have a high net‘ :i.ncome. In a f;w cases; the: ‘;a:‘:p;nses‘of '.;,' . g “
skippers who ,-'ianded relativeiy"large quantit:iea.rest..l_lted_ in ‘the:h'.' i
%, ) BN il R

03 “

Additiohally, t:he conversion' ,4;

cas‘h ié_ X

ffort l:o

[y

e L , S50

[

i:lcensed incoxﬁe from the salmon fishery is é aubst:antial booa t:o

from':;ear't:o‘y;aat r.hax.x cdd‘f\is;\i;g. ‘ e ’ S, : He
Jewil . ' \,: , Th‘{ Hithdraval of the 1arae ':’mbez co;llpanies has made full—t:l.me
": -' . wooc;s .x;vork unattra.ctive. The f_inancial anﬂ entrepreneurial sizc; uf a
,; Y . - . f' ‘ .the’ investmen‘t n‘eeded to.beg:ln a viable .cpératintnlﬁ—t:ttilizing local i

95 . g i
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- number of Weeks :Ln the fishery. :

m'\)plus high transfer payments‘
take advat‘::fage of the Federal and pro’vincial fishing gear ahd boat

-"—:7"‘subsidies, transfer payments boost their income substantially. .

'-is higher than in less isolated communities, credit is resdily
L "avail&ble “

el ll' Fishermen tend not to keep accurate business and tax records, .

liab ilit ies .

.peid with community

j‘,,serve the. purpose of adding qualifying weeks of employ'ment ‘80 that:

-.»UIC may be. claimed by those who were not able to work the required

.income ab/bth -
o provide funds for reinvestment in fishing gear..

_an optimum number and composition of members who have high earn:l.ngs

. Although subsistence foods are ar*important part of the menu, lo(:ally - !

:=,bought packaged food items compose most of the diet especially

: 'during the winter. ‘

On ’t ‘uqther ‘hsn'd garbage col ectio'n workers,--s;vho“‘ar‘e“

nds, and continuous welfare recipients Tank the
lowest in economic productivity. ' o B

Short—term jobs, provided occasionally by governmem: programmes,,

= g' Jneeded for living expensesL. 80 that litz; can -:".‘ N " “

Some households have

If the fishermen in these households

Most people purchase consumption goods on a: short—term basis.

C s

Although the cost of food and consumer durables ~

‘1' , i

B 3

Some people have long oustanding debts.' .

[ K .

- o 2 “~,~ *
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B ‘app&;reﬁt—ly are not seen to- significantly’ increase income. P ‘wam i - B
e © . . :The exchah'ge of labour and 'goo'da'. is m'ost' fr'éqqeht .among closely ) ) 2

SN ré}ated.kinfolk. . ;I'hus_,- exéchangehdées. r:u':'t act to 'distribu.te‘_ material - ’ .

: - goods équ'ally in the cogmdnit);., flow,eyer, exchange 1s a sigri:l.fica_nt‘_ ) .-

s pa:ff: of the: household :budget ut
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Chagter 4

Social Conditions

: A Sex, Age,,and Fam11y Roles

E ) .,;-' RS

'Zﬁ‘.i‘ffStatuses such ‘as - son, eldest brother, and he1r are ascr1bed by

iy

sod1ety, there 1s no cho1ce over the1r acceptanc&

,

husband fether, and sklpper ate seen to be the result of some'n“'

~) ol o I N K . B —

‘i cho1ce, although, tn real1ty, there are heaVy soclal and economlc’"

pressures causlng one to accept these statuses.
last chapter, the material cond1t10ns affect1ng soc1o-econom1c

status, such as locatxon of fxehlng berths, amount of’:ccumulated

ear,’ and structu e of the flshery ere not com letely sub ect to’
g 1 ) P J

R 1nd1v1dual control and are d1ff1cu1c to Substantaally change.

+

Slmllarly there are soc1al condltlons that are d1ff1cu1t, 1f not
. -

- . . . - Vi

Zf w2 - 1mposalb1e to manlpulate. N . R . -

An adaptxve feature of the trad1t10nal as we11 as modern economy

i

. 1s a Btrxct d1v1sxun of Iabour along sexual 11nea.

There 1s st111

. m1n1mal part1c1pat1on 1n “the, employment market by women, end women

cont1nue to f111 the trastlonal role of house wlfe mother and )

)

In- thq511ght of the present economy, the role of women cannot

: cookh

.

be undervalued.and few women feel that the1r role 15 superfluou
Once when I was travelang among the outs1de f1sh1ng v111a e

! .
4*‘ ) . i A_‘-_t.-

X
i

o

As 1nd1cated in the

-

/

Qi

SEatusea such as' o
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Y
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. o people remarked to me that a certain fisherman had "lost hlB cook’ "

Ralph Cunn‘rngham s wife had returned to Port Hope« 1mpson to care for

her husband's gr-andfather"ﬁho*was‘\an his deathbed.’

to Ralphls house, T heard. more: comments sympathlzlng with R.'ailrl‘_x,l"rW

,because h1 s

cook had left him."

A

Y
As~ I came npearer

1 couldn't help but th1nk they were

exaggeratlng hér role and were belng facetmusly meersonal.

However, when I entered Ralph e house,

- s : .

f
. L

. nt1d1neas, unhke the. houaes where women were present. )

5t -

L

I notn:ed 1t was 1n.a state of

Meals were

N o - 1] -_ v

‘. vserved 1n more of a hand—to-‘mouth fashlon, beds were umade,_laundry

: v undone, bread contnbuted by nelghbours, ] and the f1re 1n t:he stove

oy

- summer flehlng v1-11ages where there l.s ‘no electncﬂ:y, plumTung ’

fac111tLes,

‘nn.4

had to be started anew for each rneal

'I soon reahzed that 1n the

"
R

or convemence stores, domest1c chorea requ1re ds- much

full-time effort‘as .f1sh1ng.

.. * . In the summer, wtﬁen spend most oﬁh‘ei?meng\and araund thelr

houses, occaslonally helplng to splzt fish in the’ stages.

T
In the

w1nQer, the1r dutles are s1mllar, although they are llghtened by the

5,

conyem.ences that “Port Ho‘pé’ Slmpson offers. .

! -

Although a few women

fq.sh (there 1s not the taboo aga1nat women worklng on the flshi.ng

plant or for merchants,

: ' the -f‘_15h-

: oo T a nearly

-~

L L T
s

. .
VT R

ldentlcal funct:.on in the household.

\ -

grounds as there once was 1n Newfoundland) arid aﬁew WOmen wark 1n

the remamder of adult women fulf111
«

. AN
¥

o Desp1te a greater degree of flex1b111ty among younger marr:.ed

. couples, women 8. I:ermtory is. qu1te dlstlnct from that of men.

S _ - Dur1ng workmg hours men seldom hang about the kltchen and almost

P

, never enter bedroome except in t:.mes of Lllness.“ Ne1ther do .women -

0

‘

A v [y I RN

1 ot .o L




: 4 rema1n around the men's terntoty of the f1sh1ng stage or work shed

) o <

even if their work .is caught up < However, men are 1ncreaslngly

. . . . ' L7

joining women té watch afternoon television soap.,op.er.jas dunng ;t,h‘e

, ] B - . o L s
. wihter.modths‘;" s ' o S

" fa s

5
*
i
.
-
>
Ed
:

<  .The d1sl:1nctlon of sexual roles is reflqcted —by certaln soc1a1

.y

fes

.

actlvxtles-,. Dunng 'tunes sucm as group suppers, weddmgs, wakes,

. - o :'-l--or partles, wcmen fulf:ll the expectatlon of waztmg on the.mén.'?

_;', AN B

D i T e S R

IR TR o "Women volunteer for cleanlng the church, but c’he pa:.d',_._]am.torxal

| -:.T.‘".:v | : Iserv1ce to the schools belongs to men. Wher.\ cmumumon 1s offered ar: o N b

- . ' Lo, ,“\ L . L XIS
.- L the Pentecostal Chutch, women assemble to the left of the pt:lplt and . o 1
_ . men to the -nght:..'. h‘omen care for r;he a(ged.. W’hen ;;eoiale vere. bemg
“ix R sol:.cu:ed for a three day wakt;. after a man' s 11nger1ng death a ‘woman e

; ,sald "He war.ched over h1m when he was 31ck now it's, time. the nfen N

; _ e took a turn at. ltt. .A -' o ‘ . ". L ~_:"_.:’ - ” ;

Of the t:h:.rteen f1sh planl; workers from Port Hope Smpson, twelve K :’:-.‘-"ir"'-

- . ’_ -

are women hn'ed as temporaty labour dur:ung the peak seaon. When some. "

machlnery brake dovn, the women were 1a1d off whlle t:he m;m from Port:

Hope Smpson and or.her men cont1nue to be employed. ""-Few women .1' T

o

.t
e

,ee‘lr.ned‘ e.nouvg‘h stamps I:o quallfy for UI benefxta in. ~1980 by fzsh""‘, .

[

L plant wre.” U

Hen appear to be pubhcly domrnant : although as in other malev

~




‘ - . -1 controlled at .leanl: as much. by women aq men. Heet::ngs may be RS
o, attended by wom.en‘but seldouk_o they apeak, except dt church 3 ,f " »
3 ‘ 'funct-:.ons. The stat‘ua of . famihﬁ“s is reckoned bSv t:he adu‘lt ren. :'3‘9 o
' . b Today 8" chtldren do not hpve as 'man'; rs\p.ecl‘f;.c ddti;s 'arotmdath'e ‘i ' i
(PR ‘e . . e 8- K oL
' , . . house -as the:L"r grandparem:s say they once ;iui.- Pet‘haps this 1s ¥ j
S - because ctfere ‘;are fewer ‘dut:;,gs to- be'pe‘::f:;;ru'le'd.:.as ‘a result of

mddérnuat‘;on.: At any rat:e,‘ par;;lts‘t‘e‘r.nd t:o ;:amper therjz.' dh:..lch::;en; ‘

""v"' . 3 =¥ g o TR Q‘,.,-

,gspecxally t:he ;oun.geat of several 'l‘here .are feu hard and fas-i:.,..‘.

;-.-

- N

IpES

£4

H
. * .; o : _y ecogn1t1nn for theu'
.- s :?_-T?";w'dldolaat‘fc .achnvdamﬂents an.d‘ ;(hough sdme p';‘rén.té‘ p dlse 'academ1c .’ .
‘“ : . N f.,-- .éi_.:.exce vl:znc:e;- schoolldea:.i;ers say thfre is 11!:(:1! parentai .preu;z;z pv:n:'
[ Yy . ox By o, i, AP R ) 3
! . op ch1Idren .to. excel m dchool act1viF1es.
‘ F ¢ ' pI':"u'):rl..ty, a.s. ev;denced by ‘the absen::e of athlet::.c competuwps i
codipn Ve g LR R i v g M 5 i, 4 By
' between schools. 3 Cﬂ;ldr;ﬁ "gain thexr";t_at:us more by’ emulatmg. i:he
g type ';atzlv':or:k-:output of glfu-‘_iurenta than hy perfomi.ng 1:1 sdhool.. ..

- o _~_ ,. o i
‘l

D T
involved ),n seasonal s 81atence acuvit'ies such as gettmg sphts

E . . G
v ..'{; 2 § -“_‘ e - . J_“‘.

}' i responstblltty toward ddma.atm chorel and canng. for.youm%r e e
: ch:.ldren .ot Chll(lI:E‘l‘l xn Port Hope Sxmpson 'seen tg have a well-defmed
& ,.'.‘_: 'b: i $= c - % gl

-‘*t
-

1nctmn beEween work
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% girlftiend, a anowxnob:l.le, use of a boat:.

seema to ‘be. abaent. Teénagera often include their parents in their

e 'social aét:il.vit-ieis;

Adqlescent 'boys have generally begun fishing at le.ast
occasional-ly witﬁ their fathers or, brothers.h

:‘.. o e. .

tend a brout net and help with. .the_duties i,n the stage.._I_ had the

i)

' Yo

< ‘e

29

,did r‘lot regatd them as. drudgery. Ie must be a- source of pl:'ide when

A ol oos
. ', o P .__5 s

-..,' e
PRI

: At that time many beg:l.n to question the financial benefirs .‘

3 - .‘,'
i “'.".' .'.

o " .‘ -.A‘

of rem:lning in school. By‘the middle teens many have n stea.dy

.':4 ,,.,. . .‘-".

trips t_o.-Charlott‘.etown or 'Mary 'g” Harbour

. S 3 __--‘.:-

qg teenagers

‘Becau uan '

RE (

»

All evidence of juvenile de]\inquency; vandalism, petty -:’:‘
N . .. . . '.‘-. " o n
theft, mem‘bership :ln "gangs :Lnability to comunicate wit!h :parents;,

.
.,..
“‘. g L 'c . 9 7

- e

S . ,‘., . - B B 4 [

few premaritala relationships.. Bachelors beyond the age of th:l.m:y or

. PN .
P 2 2 . SN etel [ '.‘-. "

so have. hon ach:l.eved independent material sec.ur:lty

i b N .

3 .,-Indeed ‘ymmg people ar '_ cohstantly teaaed abgut:f‘inding a= .'

"o

P . . . 3 X

i
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o

partner for marriage. A young man and woman cap hardly walk éown the

<

‘g d together without hearing others speculate on their marriage soon
) ﬁafterward. There is little opportunity for privacy; consequently;
’ 4 gossip spreads quickly. Atmiddlenaged woman spotted a young_man in
o o ‘ a local store andpchided.him as-follows:. "I seen she with you' laat

uJ:j l_ night. I know you had her. . That's gonna be your girlmfr%m'now on.

S R Xes, it is. You can't fool me. You'll be building anhouae for you

-~ - Tl

R P and‘she pretty soon.j'

5
t
i
5
!
-

In,this particular case her prophecy became’

true.» Early marriage is a consequence of social and economic pressure.

i

There are few common<=law" marriages, but there are’twelve N

unmarried mothers& In a "couple of cases,Leingle.mothérs have emigrated

. N [y
. 0

remain i their paxents' home.to raise‘their children4 There'are 38
. P

children under fifteen years of age wmabereborn illegitimate’in Port
¥
SR ' “ Hope Simpson. Some of these mothers haye married after the birth of

their child or-children. Perhaps the large 411 gitimate birth rate is

T a result of: community pressure toward the' earl formation of couples.'
' . . w"

- There is a. strong tendency toward commuhit endogamy, np doubt

o ) due to limited choice in an isolated communit’. Althougﬁ there 1s a
T e C * - N o
' norm’ Rroqcribing marriage between second cousins or closer marriage

¢
s

. 2 oﬁ aecond cousins has occurred but this is. are, as are @ncestuous

LA relationships of any kind . There are sever:
! A
v : : N
' rbetween unrelated families. Most important y, -the majority of
- o, ’ A . :
e . marriages are between communit? residents./ Table llwshows that the

i x <t

cases of sisterwexchange

*

nmjority of marriages registered in the’ Pentecostal Church from j%"“l
940d1973“were of people living near’ each other. A1l of the people
1isted”in Table ll are still reaiding in Port Hope Simpson or have

and left:their children'%ith grandparentg. Mgﬁtpsingle mothers,'however,

o

UL, I
——t el L amdaa
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Table 11: Origins of Spouses Married from 1940-1973 in the = . . R
Pentecostal Churchl e T
Number of e DL ;
Marriages ' Husband Wife = - : .
18 . Labrador Labrador
2 Newfoundland . Newfoundland o )
6 " Newfoundland Labrador ‘ 3 .
3 Labrador Newfoundland . : . h
- °. L ‘ ' " . R
. % . ’ ‘s o
i Lo .
: wiiy -
. Table 12: Origins of §Rouses Married Since 1974 Now Reeiding in.
oo Port Hope Simpson? :
. P N
’ - w00, AR
Number of . S ~ SRS
Marriages Husband’ . Wife N
12 Port Hope Simpson Port Hopé- Simpson ..
4 Port Hope Simpson Another Community within -
' ‘ 50 miles . :
2 . Another COmmu.nity _Port: Hope Simpson- '
within 50 miles . . : . BARE .
4. ° Port Hope Simpson Outside Coastal Labrador. . A R
2 - _ Outside Goastal - Port Hope Simpson . . S
Labrador : - . . R Cors
- : S v
’ I i . ! .o A
lThis table does not include all _the marriages consummated o ‘
_between 1940-1973, but represents the endogamotts trend: resulting frpm =
limited mobility. Poprt Hope. Simpson- is not. included as a place of -
origin because man people married during this time weére born before -
Port Hope Simpson was founded i ;
2Data for .thls table is from. informar;ts rather than from.the . . N ‘:“
incomplete churfeh records. It doea1 not include emigrants who ha\(e". o,
married and reside outside Port Hope Simpson. L i RS
: i ¢ ‘ '
¢ “ -‘?" 1 ’ s
L c i i
) ; S ' -
. : . . 4 B fos . ° - HE
- LN } i * ‘; ';_‘ " . K
. . 5" d “ . ":' * N . -.‘- 5
. : L K ) N ' PR e
S-S S T F RENCI P ALY Vol et TR —
: .'4: ; .: : : ; S ‘ . ‘ : ‘12‘ :
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T Whereas marrled adults commonly tease young unmarrxeds about

~ -

e e ot g siamn
" fe—
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died there. Table 12 shows that this endogamous trend has
contxnuedﬁ’ What Table 11 and 12 do. ‘not show is that there have been

”

few marriages of Port Hope Simpson natives outside coastal Labrador.
; Upon marr1age, the trend is for a couple to live patrilocally
until a house can be built, Within a few years after marriage the

.man usually cleaves off from his father's or'glder brother's crew’ and

"begins<fishing onvhis “own at.the family fiéhing.station;

«

thetr actual and supposed sexual encounters, the teaslng abruptly

stops ‘after a couple become,harrted. .Marr1age yows'are taken’ o e M
eerlously. 'D}yorce is rare &nd never condoned by the éommunityﬂ of . . - B
the cases that have occdrree;.teﬁ have been 1eée11y settled. There

have been five separations and two divorces in the last ten years.

,Marriage commonly begins when the couple have a child. . As the .

couple increase the size of their family and become more financially

secure, the husband ﬁey accept younger brothers:into the househo?d,"

andq eventually,-aging.parente. -The-pattern’ie for living ‘

accemmodatione‘te'he offered,petrilineally, ) ' S o . _ . _Li
One might imagineiolﬂ age to be rathet4tolerable‘in Port Hepe |

Simpson. There i's no fixed retirement age. -The old skipper -

continues Wotking as long as he can and when he can no lenger work,he
is cared for by his fgmily.,'Nursing.homes»afe‘not a'part of -Port
Hope. Simpson culture.‘ In fact, it 1a d1ff1cu1t to grow old alone.

Although the types of status avaxlable depend on. the age of a

male or female, 1t is not slmply a matter of age and sex, but the ’

p081t1on.1n the developmental cycle in relatlon to other famlly

. . . . . . .
. - . . . .
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members. Rights, duties, and obligations vary for people of the 'same
age eet\deuending on vecancies in status posltions. For example, a
 twelve-year-old boy whose father fishesg wlth-his-:hree older bhothers
may ohly be asked to run errands and help split firewood, while
another'boy of the same age who has no older brothers may take onvthe
respons1b111ty of a shareman and, 1ta.result1ng beneflts. Iﬁ the past
it was not uncommon for, & boy to begln f1sh1ng when he was elght
years old, yet hla younger brothet may not have begun flshlng untll
he was several years older.; In recent years, however, the m1n1mum

age requ1rement for UI benef1ts hes tended ‘to dela the age at” whlch
| )'

gerious f1sh1ng beglns. Howev@r, reerultment for work unlts stxll

) holds to the principle of e11g1b111ty based on avallab111ty of

suxtable famlly members.

The méans by which the 1nd1v1dual is. reproduced sdc1a11y and by

" which society'rebroducee itself is accomplished through the process

of successxon of generatxons. Part of this process is the
ltransmlss1on of the total body of knowledge and skllls, values and
bellefs, and law and morals, wh1ch has been calledl"soc131 capltal"

(Fortes in Goody 1958: 1-2). The unit which duecmy rears the

’ offsprlng to a point where they are capable of phy31cal and aoc1a1

.Eeproduct1on ls the domestic group, which in the case of Port Hope
S1mpson is the ‘extended fam11y. The family teCains its 5351c_form

but its members go through cycllcal change, although, 11ke an
1nd1v1dua1 organ1sm, ‘no’ socxal un1t ever reproduces 1tself exactly.

'There are. three phases’ 1n the family developmental cyclei 1) ‘the.
J e, ’
'phese~of-expenéfon :hat laats from ;he marrlage of,two people until
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the completion of their famriy of procreation; 2) the phase of
dispersion that begins with the marriage of.the oldest child; and 3)

‘the phase of replacement'in the social structuyre of the family they

* founded by families of their children (1958:4-5). The.economic
aspect of snccession is the. developmental cycle .of the fishing crew.
- An individual has mdre ofna sociOfeconomie advantage at.certain.timea

durlng thla cycle than at other tlmea, L -, i

i . Flsh1ng crews cona1st of a Bklpper and one or more partners ' ] i

and/or sharemen.- The sklpper 1s the oldeet and most experlenced crew

EOL A

member., He makea the dec131ona concerning where'to flsh when to Hr‘”

. o Y . . - P
. g PP , B . .

move, and the placement of nets, although seldom does he 1mpose
.authorrty on.hra crewmen, He cloaely dlrects the~dut1es of
ZAinexperienced éharemen{lbut after a.crew has been together‘for'a few
yehra.it'becomes,difficnlt to tell the akipper from.the‘other
crenmen., In any case, the.sklpper ] dlrectzves are not taken as

"orders.'_ There 1s a ap1r1t of mutual dec1s10n maklng in:an,

N -experienced crew. . There are a few caaea where the ak1ppersh1p haa .

been transferred between brothera from year to year, presumably to-

relnforce the egalrtarianlsm of the créw. rather than .as a spec1f1c"_
- strategy to max1m1;e UB:beneflts or 1ncome. Of the 68 crews,_there
-are 96 L1cense(holders,ikhlchirndlcatea_somee£1e¥1b1lrty over the
“title of sh;ppperl Ohly a licenee hoider can aélipfieh; S

. The 149 flshermen 1n Port Hope Slmpaon.make up crewa of from two

\

7to 8ix membera. Table 13 showa ‘that 36 of the 48 crews are composed

entlrely of related people.v In fact, 32 crews are made up of

conjugal famtly»mehbé:s.l Thls has been the trad1t10n for_A .w:
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Table 13- °
' TYPES OF INTRA-CREW RELATIONS - 1

Crew Size

. Basis of'Relatibnshib 2 3. 4 .5 6

;FB—SU(S)f.. o
Y | o

2RSS I DO B

" 'siblidgs 2| 3 :
. . 'sibIings/sn(sy . 7 N B R

.’ ¥ Conjugal Family
Members Plus -Other
Cognates (Kindred)

.

‘ Kindred Plug,Affiﬁes

o ': Kiﬁ~?1us Non—Kin'.

e s et s 4

979

: ToﬁalnCrews

" “Non-Kin' Only . ‘ Ry 0 , .
Io:61.Crews.-'.‘\ 12 . 23 10;-"2 1 . 48»‘
8 ) ;

—— s
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- ‘generations. At the time this survey was com;luct'ed, there were 22 f 5
\ crews made up of arfather and h131 son(s), 5 crews of brothers, and 5.
of brothers and one oz‘ﬂnore‘of the1r sons. - Thls arrangement follows
o a developmental cycle. The xdeal ls.that'ua man be:gins f1sh1ng mﬁth _
.his’ father. Dependmg on_ the rebﬁﬂ%}gea of his brothers they m—ay ’ :‘_. . A
) . "already be in h1a father 3 crew or they may Jom the crew ;.n _" e, : J
. ‘ " .subsequent years. After h1s father ret1res, he eont,tnues f1sh1ng.
; “;4"w1th’h1s‘ .hrothers. When_h\ .
. N . jo‘n hi ] so that he cen form. hxs own crew., He can become the S q
iv 8 ' V-‘.,.": ' : "'sk__i'ppp‘__er if. Ihev"1s;' the. oldest brother 1n a. ‘crew hr' 1.'f:.he ftshes1w1th ';_ 1.' i ;
P ... has sons.‘=_ x :._ T A -.c TN S EEEEEE R £
SR Dlagram 3 and 4 approxlmate th1s 1deal. In both Hal and Dan s ST
cases there was a permd in’ the1r nn.d-th:l.rt:.es when the1r eh11dren Co B _ ) ‘
. were too young to f1sh wh1ch necesntated the h1r1ng ef sharemen' from, . ‘- _ ,
:: . outs1de the famlly. Th1s obv1ously, put vthem at ,an econom:lc /
" ; fdlsadvantage,.' Dlagram 5 shews Joe' s atypmal development c’yele. ' 'Jci'e )
[1 AN -I‘began f1sh1ng by hlmself in Newfoundlend and 1ater moved to Port Hope ,
5 '.,..S:.mpson where hls uncle cwned .a stclre. Beeause ‘Joe d1d not have- a ¥ .
5{ . fam11y fuhlné statwn end was not t1ed to the usual famtly o L e
) _‘_developmental cycle he was freer‘to 1nveat 1n‘s longl1ner. Had he *
h ﬂ"been less fmanc‘l.ally secure however, there is l1ttle doubt that he :
- would be strongly dmadvantaged thhout the beneht of ktnsha.p t1es o " -I
i to the fuhe‘r‘y.A In Dlagra:ni6 ‘Sam s uncles and brothers left the ' .
~ * .4_ . ~
', f1shery altogether wh1ch forced hun to h1re unrel&ted sharemen for .a ’ :

: langer tme than would have been otherw1se necesaary.

a

_The.'tra,nqulas,ion of-‘svo.ti.'a'-l 'capitgl'i.n the fo:n‘n o_f‘ m_et_e,ri"al goods, L '~
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or inheritance,'takee»place in the-test phase, hut’ie structurally

linked to the other‘phases. Alth?ugh inheritanee was oeiemphaeized-

as an.expkanation for‘econpmic advantage by'mf,informants, it is a
« force whlch is used to hold the famlly“based fishing crew together.

Fathers sometlmes hold t1t1e to property to d1scourage the break—up

.

of the,crew._ Thus, 1f a son 1eavea before a father re11nqu15hes

1

t1t1e, he’ loses a, share in the property. Another method for/ﬁoldlng

‘.

R sone together is. when a father g1vea up a share upon retlrement and

'«; qfi'llves on the mercy of h1s sons," or c1a1ms one haIf of the 1ncome
Ty . . : -i,z

Alchough‘"

property such as flshlng gear~or a houee devolves by an 1nformal

-

of the grentor, 1t is a means of 1nsur1ng that the economlc un1t w111

be work1ng at’ least unt11 h1s death. '

Few people d1e testateJ' The tradltlonal means of dlstr1but1ng

3

the - tesldue of an estate is. for the youngest son to 1nher1t

LT lmpartlble property thh partlble property apport1oned to other sons

w- i ‘,on ‘the bas1s of need or deserts. Women do not 1nher1t except

l~. *

perhaps, he1rlooma or household goods.l, Thxs rule of youngest son .

o

1The tr&dltlonal weans, of d1str1but1ng the resldue of an estate_i
-may- be- the solutlon for’ holdlng together famlly ‘based’ f13h1ng unlts,
.but.it is not" supported by the law. For example,.en 1ntestator may
not, acoordlng to Newfoundland nd Labrador Provxnc1a1 Statutes,
‘disinherit his spouse, -and,. in. fact, must prdv1de for- her. in the, e
amount of ‘at least one th1rd of the éstate's res1due over $30 000.-
An estate valued at lesg than that would ‘20 entlrely to a"decedent's

';.w1£e (Revised Statutes: 1970:Vol.."8, ) ch.‘183) It caiinot be: assumed-':

.'jtherefore ‘that the law reflects the needa of people who 11ve in a
"trad1c1one1 flshxng economy. W o o L el ,‘ ;

. 1nter vivos trust or testamenta:y trust enacted dur1ng the llfetxme f

o legal agreements are ever made, when a rﬂ'"'”
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. s1gn1f1cent1y more 1mportant that f1sh1ng sk1lls and att1tudes toward

R commun1t1es del1m1ts the varlatlon 1n role models.

,'~.L . . ~., P L
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1nher1tanee - ult1mogen1ture ; is eeonom1cally ratlonal when one
considers that it is usually the last son who can estab11sh a f1sh1ng

crew of his own and it is usually the last son who lives w1th his

parents. If theoutsidehouse and boat were'w111ed‘to the eldest san,f

the devedopmental cycle of the fam1ly £15h1ng crew would be

a

‘1nterruptéd untll the youngest son could establ1sh hlmaelf on, hlB

- "

R Y

owng Althopgh housea 1n Port Hope Slmpson were not 1nher1ted through " h}.}f'

&4

‘: the rule of u1t1mogen1ture because of the boom town style of

<
"

development

f1sh1ng gear and 1n the case of fam111ea already

houses were transm1tted 1n thxs manner. F1shermen were Qulck to

' pq1nt out that whlle the youngest son 1nher1te, thxs does not meen'

3 B

e

that he LB better off than hls older brothers. It 18 regarded as

: wark are tranemltted from“a father to all hls sons.‘ ) T

’ ,‘r]; o : Lo B -

In llght of the f1sh1ng technology,,d1v1sxon of labour, and

. 1nher1tance pattern, there must be an ldeal famlly compos1tlon haVlng

RO . -

spac1ng of offspr1ng.t

However, people do not th1nk Ln these terma.

., B Vs N .- - ’

,,.’_. AL i . e
- e - .

"ﬁB Socialtzat10n and’Educatlon..:fnzi

effectlve for 1nd1vxdual adjustment to a partlcular soclety.' The . ‘s‘;.'*c

e ~‘h‘ 4 N

l1m1ted range of employment poas1b11t1ee and amall s1ze of Labrador

¥ R B B
- .-

Everyone knows

. .

everyone else 1n the commun1ty and the1r da1ly exxstenee revolves




- s1ng1e-stranded relatlonshlps.

.
- "..,'o. ’ AR i~ Lot

around fam111ar personal contactsp

RN

It is_a face—to-face soc1ety

ESTENRN -

where people have a few mult1—stranded relatlonshlps rather than many

. i
¢

That 13, ‘a persoh could know otie’

1nd1v1dua1 who 15 hxs boss in- the fLsh1ng crew, archttect for h1s

. .
s ' P

' future house mechanlc for h1s outboard motorl and,brother, rather

v“

-; than know a d1ffer€nt 1nd1vxdual for each of mhese capac1t1es.

“

1nher1ted materlal goods.

."' ? v

cap1ta1 from the older‘generat1on.

Lo ratnlng
. (

.

’i temperature.

- ',—

- . v

rabblt snares.

Peopleﬂlearn to dxsllke bfhggarts, mlstrust

,» .\-‘, :

poI ' 'ans, depend o'”

"‘§3j1 1d1eness,,and be11eve 1n God.« If:people,have not learned*to tolerate

the folkways, mores, and ethos that are transm1tted

[ ,fv o -

’ ergeneratLOnally, but the process of soc1&11zat10n 1s"not

.

; ,Fewer

s

The younger generatlon 1nher1ts soctal' ;; Lo

From her mother and older s1sters'i ﬁ;"
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Eestr.icted_ to the family. The school .and church also play an : Con

¥
:
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important part as will be discussed Ashortly.

- . T 7 Children ;'re ~brou’g'ht up in the nexus of the extended family which .
R continually imparts and reinforces the value system. éhildren ére

| condtantly _;{h‘eed.led‘, cajoled, bribed, and threate'ned with puqishmén?:

if th"e'y'do‘ qot._conf'om.l' Corporal” punishment is almost never

e

'emp,ldyed; Parents seem to enjoy having children around and spend = IR

‘..,] o . much ofmtln'le%‘;;,éime; with -;:hem. Parents and older siblings brovide_a e

role mode 1 l}hat_ children tlosely imitate. A boy migﬁfﬁ. build a

Y

miniature boat while his father builds a rn.ot‘:qrbqa‘tl. " T have ‘seen

. ) small boys "salmon catching’s on the’land near their house.- using’

fragments of discarded nets. 'In the' spring it is a practice for
. small boys to set herring nets in an attempt to catch snowbirds.

When a boy bring’s‘-hgmi'e a raBbit that he has snared or a fish that he’

. ‘ . , f .
has caught, his efforts are highly praised by.his parents. When a ) %

. - - ¥ .
woman observed a twelye-year—old retugning with some trout he had
. - .~ “Scaught in his nets, she commented, "Hé'._s:"'g..bing to be a worker just

o o

like his father. He- always be's at sdme!:;h.ing.'.'
: ~ )

Although ‘children are socialized to\: deal adequately with family

¢ members, many have a difficult time bringing themselves to deal with"
* strangers, or even 9 her residents of the communi:’.ty_' who do not -
ot X } . 4 . . . .

p_usg'i_'lold.';: .'Schoolteache:g..:-s'}é'; that shyness is a -

f

»

-
-

. "pi'obiem‘ th many childgen in ‘achool. On more than one occasion

o lef.: John W,iddoyson. If You Don't Be Good: Verbal S_bci‘val o
" Control in Newfoundland. Institute of. Social and Ecoromic Research,
' . Memorial-University of Newfoundland, St. John!s, Newfoundland, 1977..

0
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. at ease with me. I have two explanations to acconnt for th).s. one

" Most newcomers are representatxves of a government ‘or’ pr1Vate agency .
.’ . . U

. who' perfbrm recogmzable serv1ces for 1nd1V1duale 1n the commum.t:y.
‘Since I d1d riot fu: mto l:h1s categbry, pe0p1e could not be sure what,'

~ L was there for. . There was’ even a .rumour . 1n c1rcu1at1on for a Bhort

.time that I was a 'spy," whlch nught "be cotrect in.one sense, but was
".is that peéople are generally shy ‘toward the ‘stanger” enyway.

" inadeguacy’ in déaling with unfamiliar people  or someé other ' R ﬂ

meals. Ch11dren are admonished to be qu1et' 'fNow, Mickey, you hush.

" up and don't be brazen to the'stranger. Imtiallhly, women seldom

1Y

children have.gone out of their way to avoid meeting me or other.
strangers. Unfortunately, shyness is not Limited to children. It

took many vigits over sever-al weeks with some people befoye they felt

is that people are anxxous to know t:he exact\status of a stranger.

- . .
[y K .3 .. . i

>

not correct in the sense thaﬁhey meant it, The other explanation T e

3 . . 3

Whether the underlying cause is due to an unconeeio‘us_ sense of

psychological reason; attitydes, toward the st'i;}lng-er‘ are part of the
prdcess of socialization. .The woman in the ‘hause’ where I -stayed _ B ) A
would| o to great lengths preparing for the ‘drrival of overnight * " .

guests arriving.l_by plane or ‘helicopter whiie announcing 'Stangers are = DA

commg. Strangers’ w111 be here tom.ght. When‘a' stranger arrives,

it is typxcal that extra touches‘are added- in- the preparatxon of .

y

enter into & conversation with a st'ranger.
\

Onee when 1 was travelhqg to Bort ﬂope S1mpson on Labrador

Airways, a woman and her ch11d whom I had met several times before in

the'ir ~f1ah1ng station were s1_tt;Lng ‘in‘the seat Opposu:e me, The

\




g suggests a. J:eason why there is a strong reluctance to 1eave the

' .the _lsland or. the ma:l.nland' is usually in ther'company of friends

or ~rela’ti§res to conn_ectiqns with other friends of relati_ves at

;'hesitation to travel to areas where they will be in close contact P

,'-;with unfamiliar people.- Some adults have asked schoolteachers to '

- 141 -

toddler, as toddlers will do, opened his mouth, stick out his tongue,
grimmaced, and contorted his face in othér ways, whereupon I
-responded in kind. The woman recognized me while this exchange

between her child dnd me continued. She boun‘ced her son on her knee

."‘while 'saying,"'That's a stranger. Look’ “He's a stranger. Thst's

o

"'nothing . Don t pay any .attention to that.- He s only a stranger

b This- inc#ent revealed two. things to me- - thar children are taught

the attitudes t0ward strangers early in 1ife, and that newcomers are o

e

~_-11abe11ed as strangers for a 1ong time.

A.lthough :Lt takee a long time for strangers to be completely

: ‘accepted by- the coinmunit‘y, pe_ople‘freely offer theirfhospitabil'ity. ' ‘

‘Even though there are houses where ‘visitors.customari,ly'pay for' their
lodging, people frequently offer their accommodations with no
expectations of reimbursement.

‘ Not o-nly are people reserved in the p'resénce of strangers, but in

.rhe presenCe of o'ther less familiar residents as well. ; ln'the stores,

- children and adults speak in hushed tones. Convereation:among

visitors is low key unless drinking is involved o ) ' e

The reluctance of many people to deal with the unfamiliar

-community in search of jobs. Travel to other cities and towns an

(their destination. Msn'y imeo'ple express some feat, awé, or. at 1east

~
L] ~ L

i
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- and sk111 in the f13h1ng boat, also reahze t:‘hat: educatxon is

‘ marketgls_vlmpersonal. The enrollment 1n ‘September averages about 80’

- 142 -

place long distance telephone calls for them. Attitudes such as
these must certainly have an effect on economic status.

Attitudes toward formal education vary. On one hand, "You don't

-

)

' is a common statement when the subject

-

oe‘ed eﬁl\:cation to go fishihg';"'
of edl.i,ca't'ion‘and émployment‘ie raised, -ahdj on the other "hend?":fl'he

d'ey;s whe.n a fel'le‘r;‘did.n't need an education to fish a{re.go'ne," is en
equally prevalent atatment and mlght bevuttered by the game- person._

F1shermen who recogmze that there Ls no subst:.tute for expenence

e - o v

~'essent_1al for f1ehemen _g:o eompe,te- mth ex‘ternal'_fo"r_:ces in -.the\

" : ) N - .. .
fishery in order to assert their own intetrests. However, most péople
h;we_no sympathy- toward education which is not utilitarian or which
they feel will not improve their local economic interests. Formal

education beyond the first few years in svc_hool was miot the rule in

_Labrador until a -couple of:deca'des.ago. There are a few illiterate

: and many sem1-l1terate -adults. Even today, .corﬁ'paratively‘ few finish

Grade 11.- Table 110 J.nd1cates that most ot‘ the drop—outs occut’ after
Grade 6-; Although boys and glrls tend to stay in school longer than

theu' parents d1d they do not, generally, feel a compuls:.on to

graduete from Grade_-_l_l_. ‘Boys dllscover.that they can eatjn Q_reepéétable '

’-income by the time t"hey ar.e-sixr:een.whéh th‘ey can qualify for UIC

14 ’ s

benefu:s, but: 311;15 are needed at home Just: ‘as much._ .Although

parenl:s and schoolchlldren can see the unhty 1n be1ng able to read

wnte, and make up a column of hgures, graduatlon from school is

" not as 1mportant to. get a’'job as it is in places where the employment
, ,y

.

e

>
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1975576 - - 3. 2
©1976-77 - _ L
© t977-78 . . o1 1 q
L. 1o78-19 .2 3
t _.' DR '_19_79—1_80 ’ . )

R

Nl

RN NP
[
H
[

4

D.C. Yoqur(Pentecosééi) Schbol"i.;

i i .Grade .*. -3 4 .5 6 g .. 8. 9 10 - 1L ° °; Total:
- : - ."t‘ - ’ -19‘75_—76 ‘._ . ; ‘ .- : : . Lo . . .o . . 0 _
s bt 1976577 — ‘ 3. 3 1 I T 8+
oo w0 Tagm-1e 1 -1 1 3
Jen T 1978-79 ‘ " S N | o 2
4o - '1979-80 - 1 3 2 z - 8

. Total .' -

@

- Total -
" School
Enrolment
L % -
L 18
.72
73

75
78

Togal
-School
" Enrolment

123

. 124
128
127
125

Tabléfli{- Nﬁmbér:gg Individuals Who Have Terminated. Their Edﬁcé:ionxgg;fotc'ﬂopé Simpson

’

Number of
Graduates

0
1.
0

-0
0

- T -

Numbgr aof
Graduates
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per cent of the peak winter enrollment, and in June it falls to 40 "
per cent when children accompany their families to the £ishing
stations. . It is easy to see how a child can become discouraged if he

' misses 80 much school that he cannot keep up.:

Whether 1t is becauae of poor preperatlon for hxgher educatlon in
. Port Hope Sxmpeon aehoola, lack- oé _encou‘ragement b‘y parents,and -
-peers, or reluctance of students to leave the communtty for long, '

.~: .there is’ a h1gh attrl.tmn rate for peoplecwho do attend the

i

- .'um.versxty or trade schools (see Tqble 15). T have heard of no- casee'v'. TR ;

- ,‘of students dropplng out: for lack of money. Tuitionxet AMernori‘pl S
. ,Um..\:ersxtyn of Newt_'oundland lis' ‘re la‘t,vwely ;inexp;ens!i'\_r_e' ‘eolhpered t o '

5°£b:;]}1 un'{\(eraities _an-d'.r,he' College of Trades and.Tec:hnqlpgy is free;

Hovever, t\he cost of liv_ing l_in St. John'e t;r other univereity :c‘itiea ,.

e
By ae
"~

nay be a Factor which lnhibit‘s 'enroliment in the first place. A fact :
" not to be lightly dieini'ssed is the expense and uﬁce,rtainty of travel

from the trade acho"ola and u‘nivei-sity in St, John's back to Port Hope

. .' ™
Simpson. Unhke college students ‘in other areas who can httchhike

home on 10ng weekends, for Port Hope Slmpson atudents, educat1on i
) .St. John 8 usually means remamxng there for the whole semeater.
Tw:.ce durlng my f1e1dwork students who had travelled the 700 nules

by car to. St,. Anthony dunng the semester break were forced to return

to St. John 8 when bad weather kept planes grounded and prevented N A

-them from reechxng home.‘ i More '1mporta'nt1y-, there 'are few Jobs whu:h".

requlre a hlgher educat1on for the student who B shes to return to -

Port Hope Slmpson. - : h S .

—— Pt - s an .
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Table 15: Port Hope:Simpson Residents Who Have Attended Or Craduated

From Higher Education Progi'amme_s‘

—

Pe T sons havmg attamed a degree from - : 6
Memorial University of Newf(?undland '

‘Persona now attend-mg Memonal Umversu:y R
of Newfoundland : '

, Persona leavmg Memorlal Umvetsu:y before - -7
B attamxng a degree : ST Lo .
"Pernons leavmg the College of Trades and R 3. ) R

"I‘ectmology before complet::.on of programme N

",'»Persons leavmg Nutsmg School before " 3

'i'completxon of programme B T N

Educatxonel programmes for adults have -had varylng degrees of

g

'succes s. An —nff1c1a1 of Canada Manpower stated that a few years ago

the College of F1shet1es offered tralnmg courses to fishermen in

coastal comun1tes of whxch Port Hope Sunpson was one.. Fishemen -

\
b

w.ere pa:.d a t,ralnmg allowance by Manpowér to take ‘coursea' 'ivn~ such

-

. subJects as small eng1ne repa:.r and nav1gat1.on, des:.gned to mcrease

. /,' i
productlvxty in’ the f1shery. : The programme falled because attend,ance.

was so smnll. _More’ -re_c‘ently, the local co-ordmator of’ l:he Adult and "
Continuing Educafion Progi‘amme ,aurve,yed thlrtyf adult’ low level and‘ ‘
non-readers to determ1ne thelr 1ntereat in: a 11teracy programme.

NOne were 1nterested. ' The Adult and Contmumg Educatmn Prg&ramme

€,

Ia}so offers a nlght course in Baslc Educatxon, or upgradlng, by

" which one can take the Provlncul Grade 11 equlvalency exams., Of t:he B

"

slxteen* enrolled fwe completed the exams and four passed. . R

N R . L _" - - " . -

s e e )

PR
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“1‘_ti Adult courses are attended mohtly by‘ﬁbrhen.

“ D, Mig"'tation ; AR o '-;-,1‘_.'

More successful are the Continuing Education gnrichment courses

offered at low cost; Courses such as typing, cake d,ec.or'ati'ng_,

.knitting, c.;ocheti.ng, duffle embroidery’, parka comstruction, macrame,

quilting, and music are’offered duringkthe‘evening. Most people who

begin theset,,colllrses ¢tomplete them. Of the seven people who took a

Memorial quversity correspondence course in Soc iology, all completed

3 1

“\ .

There has been no wholesale em1grat10n from Port Hope Sunpson

w

“since the closmg of the Labtador Development Company in 1947.

Presumably thoae famxhes who left at that t1me returned to their

-

native communities in Newfoundland because thelr-.cmnmunity and km

LY
3

ties were -still strong, notwlthstandmg .the lack of vage labour in

Port Hope Simpsbn. Since then, however, the remai‘ 'n residents-'of

»

‘ Port Hope Simpgon have developed a Labrador 1dent1ty, and the ties of .
' both nat1ve Labradorzans and Newfoundlanders to the;r orlgmal native

'conmiuniues'have wéakene_d. As qne'mq‘n_put it, "People don't feel any

".'connectior't to Newfdimdlaqd anymoTe, - "Thejr.'only Aggj :there to visit," .-

Unl1ke some o £ the other older coastal commumtles, famly and

re11gmus factmns have 11m1ted the format:.on of a strong commumty

sol:.'dauty. Howeve,rr‘Port Hope S':.mpson‘ st111 exerts a. powerful

)

rel:entwe force over 1ts nrembers. Thete 18 a reluctance to leave the

secunty of fam11y and home for the unfam:.llar, whlch can be - A . "

‘attnbUted in part to" the phys:.cal Lsolanon of the, commumty £rom
A . .
-'ot:her ways of 11fe. ?et so_me yqung people_hqv_e left to attend'
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Memorial University, the College of Trades and Technolog).v,' or to seek

-

temporary employment, and -a few have fb;.md permanent employmént
elsewhere. However, ‘;ith the emception of the latter,"tmost return
~‘eventually to Port Hope Sithpaon. "A scattered one ataye here, a -
scattered one 1eaves, but m%re comes hack-than leavea," is &

statemént w‘h"ch although 1mpreC1se reflects the pattern. :

P

l-hgher educat ion has not aerved to pull people away in aearch of

._h1gher pay1ng Jobs. In fact, a11 natwes of Port: Hope S1mpaon who

'.'hold a degree have returned there and are now teachmg in the

\

commumty.‘ Students attendlng the um.versrty tend to take such

Lot " -
- . . f -2

programmes as Soc1al WOrk or Educatmn whlch will enable them to

AT

' return~ to the area. Local schoolteachers say that their. puplls think

a. of the urij.versity only as teacher tra1n1ng.- Th1s'attrtude toward

edueatién weeld certainly be a. fac,tor l_i_mit.i_ng studen’ts from taking
programmes of a'tu'dy_oriventegl_towa'rd jobs not ayailable'i.m the Pert
Hope Simpson area. ‘ . | . | ', o | .
/- . ' . ) . o : . o .
g A few individuals -and Afamilies heve. 'l.efl: Port Hope Simpson,
usually for perlod‘a of 1ees than a year to take - short term employment
'at wage labour. Tm.s was a more wxdeapread pattern dur1ng the Second
World Har .and-ghortly a_ft'erwarde when there was a demand for ci-vil.i_an
employees at the U.S"... air‘b_es'e"ih (?oose Bay. The reluctance hf .
: B ‘

families to 'releeate‘permanently Vand the existence 6f a realmhouaing‘

problem m:eant that empl.oyment could only be regarded as temporary by

the men who 1eft thelr famzl:.ea in Port Hope Slmpson.' A 81m1lar', .

situation occurred when the Labrador anerboard foered woods work in

" Goose Bay £rom 1973.to 1977.

T L e R T R R

h\v

.
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S1nce seVeral famtltes permanently moved to Kitcherer, Ontario 1}1 ‘

—Th 4 the 1950's, atie with that city has been established. -In the 1960's

Fl

LIS

and 1970's the patterh has been for one or two small. families to .

' . -,

close up -their houses in Port Hope Smpson and travel to Kitchener

-where men could obtain-winter construct‘lon Jobs. Th1s has not
occur‘red in recent yeare,, howeve;. Generally, the expenence has not ..

- been financially behef:'.-cial to éoch people. "Y0u can't get ahead in

' o Ontan.o because you've. got to pay unmn fees -and buy a car, etc.\

Another made a general remark "A 'lot of-people goes away- to Goose T

A s Bay or: Klt:chener Ontarlo or Toronto or Mont:real and have to send

back home “to get the money for the passage back." . e -
Over a dozen smgle men and women, mostly women, have taken

permanent Jobs in St. Anthony, Lewxsporte, and St. John 8 in the last

ten years. . Although these 'ind1v1duals_"may have successfully adjusted '

to being away from their- families, their parents express sadness. at .

the separation and a hope .that t:he); wif'li return, As one man

remarked, "I thought he [his. son] was going to stay here and build

s
Fr g o

hisdhouseq." I gave‘him d place to fi’sh ~w‘it‘h me, but he went ‘anyway N

I d- sooner see h1m here w1.th us. The place 13 geth.ng plenty crowded

S

with young men, but thei-e 's room out at Sandy HookJall the same."”

Although marital sep‘aratxon and d—lvorce are rather rare, & few

separated or sxngle mothers have moved to-Goose Bay where there 1s a

greater oppottnnxty of obtauu.ng both soctal servzces and a 'man.

. . ) The trend'of more s:.ngle women - moving away more or less

N

FRELT TN bt i

‘ ' . I o '
. permanently than either single or msrried men suggests thére is a
- compeliing reason for men'to remain in- Port Hope Simpson. - Most

A S
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not inherit it.

N ;reason for most men not I:o m1grar.e olit: of the- commun1ty.
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likely a man fishes with his father or brothers, or at least uses the

r fishing stations as they, He has the use of some of his
father's ' fighing gear even if he is not in his father's crew or will
Upon marriage, the pattern is to live patrilocally

- o

until he can build a house using his father's tools and perhaps his

’ family's labour. The évailability of this human aﬁd -mat'eriéi.éapital

3

on one hand and l:he lack of tram:mg and expenence 1n the out:sxde

w

Job market on the other handwoald seem to be a. suff1c1ent economu:

o, 4 A
‘1

. .,
- ' K Y

Because slngle women are ‘hot. tled pemanently to a famlly

economie- umt-and ‘because. the human -and {gnaterxa‘l':c,apmgl 50,

advantageous to their brothers is not -available to them, they are

. R . ‘ oS
freer to leave. A mother of five said, "The only thing in the world
[for girls) to. do. around here is get married. I think they [her

daughters] w111 have to Ieave, but I'm not gomg to feel very good

‘{about it ._ _.: ‘ L Y . S C

Further, only men are homeowners. Oncé a man invésts :his time

and mone.y -in~a home usually wm‘i:h Iu:tle .or no mortgage attached

even 1f he does decxde to leave Port Hope Slmpson, it would be very

‘gdlffmull: for h1m to sell hl.s house’ and recla:m his 1nvest:ment.

Few people emigrate to seek temporary JObB in Labrador or

elsewhere durlng the off-season, unless it 13 on the sly The T

v

reason "f.oor this is that UI benef1ts could be cut off if the \rec1p1ent. o

is unava:Llable for; employment although 25 per cent of weekly L

benefxts can be earned before t;hey are reduced. A number of storiéé'..:

c1rculate which serve to 1nh1b1t people from leaVLng the commum.ty




P L il

- 15 - ' ' | ‘ |

—

e e gt e o s it

while on. UIC, . . v

ey e ey

. . "1 know a feller that went up to Newfoundland to help:his brather -

R Tl

cut firewood and they cut him .off‘ from gettin® his pogey. He had to-

gt

comeé back and even then they wouldn't give it ‘to 'en "cause they -

T T

“'thought he" was still there.

< pgtemr
'

P . And ci. "there vas. a couple of people in’ Lodge [Bay] who went to .

Y oo , ..the Stra:.ts for Chrl.atmas and they was cut off unemploymenf because K

1

. ;'.Athey weren t. avamlable for Work.

P : . However, economm explananons fox: 11m1ted mob111ty nnd

“ - ¥
Vo .

‘-'re.luctance to emlgrate are not.' general&y c1ted by ree:.denta. A,more' B

R SN

- common reason 13 the superwnty oE the quahty of” l1fe 1n Port Hope -

Y Ay At epayan L L e
E

4 - Ve, .
. b - . [ T
\- - . .

) Slmpson or. other coagtal®’ fwhmg v111agee compared to . that of a crty S o

(e

TS

~ -

or t;own, suc‘h ‘as St. John's, Krtchener,. ‘or-even Goose Bay or 'St.

-Anl’:hon&’. - The fect that 'c ities are 'corhp}'ared tﬁo“Port AH&pe’ Simpson. R

L

. 1nd1cates the feelmg that the alternatxve to llvmg in. Porh Hope, v

Sxmpeon is 11vmg m one of the above named urban sett:l.ngs. Asxde S :

s

Erom the expressed dxsmclmation to 11ve among strangera in:

aim dem AR T

unfam111ar surroundmgs, r.ehglous values are Afrequent ly mvoked as

- ‘ . ) reasons: to stay away from- c1t1es. The avaxlablhty of alcohol Q'.-

mcreased opportututy for 1d1eness and greed and general presence of .

e T e e

sin. 1n many other, 1f vague forms are concerns expressed by older

people regardless .of denomxnation.. A cormmon theme of the Pentecostal E o : ='_-:

--,hterature dlstmbuted by‘ the Chtn:ch 1s the fall from God experlenced f:’ L

when Chnst1ans 11v1ng 1h sman commumt:.es move to a8 c1ty ancl become

; .mvolved 1n s:.nful hvmg before returnlng home to fam:.ly, church A "7"»_\(

v v
- T P .

and sprrltual renewal. e Tl Ve

-, . . . . . 5 - R
’ - . B . - ‘ : -
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emigrating in search of better qnployment.

_factors and soc 131 factors.

espéci.al‘ly for inen,,l if they remam and contr:.bute to. the famlly

economi ¢ unit,

fuiture developments ‘in. fish and txmber;tesources.

e .
s

_‘the pfocess of social i"z;a'ti.on.'
RO A CTo AN & -

X fhlB sons in: the future around Po:t Hope S1mpso

. In short, there arc strong fui’cesfvhichinhibit people from

These'a’re both’ economic '

'I'here are tanglble economc assets,,’,/

:

and there is t:he ;hope - l:hat: there wlllje posltve

s .

low eductwnal achle\rement of the

,he"replled

[

c__;\

‘they could fmd employment here. 'I’he future of logglng is. very dark

e

wouldn' t be much good anywhere else. S

1

move." Another man refermg

."

"iell, t:hat 8. up to the fmh.

'educatlon so I don t . guesa they 11 be leav:.ng anyway. ‘ i

D, Chaipter Summaﬂ

Undoubtedly, there are many espects of social life which contribute

to one s image, but in this chapter

“socialization and education,

I

- »;:salient features of social life affer:ting socio-economic statua.

“'

o

. lookmg because of all the txmher that 8 burned over. I'd hope they

'c‘ould E:Lnd somc thmg h'ere ‘]ust the same. If’ <ras. reared up here &nd

Bes1des, 1!: takes money to e

to h).s son ) posnble em1grat10n, sald

’I’hey [lus sons] don t have any '

'xc
:
o

and migration have been selected as the

\,, At
Ty

Socml i solatio n,.

...,-,I'd hoﬁé:‘;'

) sex, age and f‘mily roles,_-:

LR

Some R ._..'..-'

R e A

-

g of these features were tle-emphasized by informahts as important

T

N -

j:;’economi,c variables.

However >

"a comparison cf people on the basis of

PUPT R
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o 2 " these .features indi.cates that an etic v:l.ew 1s valid for determi.ning

'-S o, .. . - ‘ o 1 N, , e' . J., !‘ n
b G - actors influencing socie-economic status. , o i Nl

< e A N . . f- e S, . X . P
T ... L K . ‘e .
'!t 2 g Y . 0f course, everyone would agree that there is- a baaic d:lfference

13 :g . “ .~" o ‘.'." ; _‘. i - .':.‘

- . in age ‘and sex rolee., Chﬂdren leam to emulate the. type of work”

ZE . ;i associated with their sex nt an early *age. There ise a; atrict sexual

et C e ‘ ' '11 : '-

- -t

g

"_- are better housekeep

‘I. ., RO U

ers tﬁan-”others, but 'a

. a“'«n

1
..-. 'I"‘

onomic hortcomings no credited for- h:!.s econom:l.c

] SR . / . Se s
.80} ce e A .,‘_ e 0 . ) R o
succeas. B R = , -
o I e ey §

. ' { o _.::' o N The comiunity encouregea early mari!iage uninns through both

Sgwe Tl A e o9 !
. - ’ social and economic presaure. ™ For a man to.. compete economically with

a N ..-'

H A . ) g o

g o i . hia ege-mates a.n.d for h:l.m"tc: become socinlly and econon!ically g

: ,"_ LR e :Lndependent,.he muat .me‘rry a:id .l;eg.in a“family . ’.rt'xere are .s.ol;:ial a'nd

‘e’ - z L , R gy e AT o Y, e = e R
' eeonpeic reasons whylmerriage teiida to i:;e pettilocal and entlogamuué._' .

‘ . ’ 4‘_‘ ﬁelative eositionA in the fainily developmental cycle alao iuflueuces ’
: } ,;:-;‘ . :‘ the fishing venture, sometimes netting .less. money than his 'sharemen,

’ “~ - h . he is more'in'depende;nt and i.s eccetded a higher- aoc:l;l sta,‘t-:ua‘. Tg: :

i ;:he extent that .iticon:e ia shaze:i witl;:l.n a hpusehold i.,t :i.s _to .a": .

-t 'ln

becauae of the_equipment he has accumulated. . Therefoz:e, if ha is ‘at

~:J‘:-_'-“."-_ a point :I.n h:[s devel.opmental c'ycle where he haa o eligi.blel rothere or
S . » 4.“ . P s "‘xr }.w.

et 2

2 ¥

e s_ons, or they are nol: wi,iling to fi.sh :I.n ﬁis etew, he nuet i\ire'

;:J.....—-.-——-‘-
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- Port Hope Simpson.

. ®.
_to seek employment than woment

”isolated community is reinforced by a 1ow edUcational level, 1ack of

'an impersonaleob market.

sharemen outside the family in order to keep un production.

To succeed in Port Hope Simpson, one must remain in Pé%t Hope

Simpson. The)stafus hierarchies of other ways of life mean ‘little in

A returning emigrant faces problems of’

reassimilation, and, in all likelihood is'assigned a different status, ,

especially if 1t is known that he hﬂs ‘beén involved in’a completely

different lifestyle or occUpation.

y

_Fewer men leave ‘the community

Reluctance to 1eave a socially

"

)‘ B

Men,'in contrast to'women ~are faced with

o

a stronger retentive force because of the 0pportunity afforded by ‘their

.

place in the family fishing crew and other work units.

'jtraining for outside employment and lack of experience in dealing with

»

A
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" children eligible for membesship in the fishing‘crew and the conmection
. These variables are not subject to complete control by an individual
However, becamigg successful is more than sitnply being '.Ln propitious

e 'ma’l’cing a living. Material and social ciroumstances may influence economic

;rNewfoundland community has been described by Wadel thus-r s e JZJ"f-f}

Chapter 5

A

Ideological Conditions = - e S

i

AN S o . vt . . N

) PR Do s . P - A . . .
oL, . - . B : K oo Y . )
,:A_ . . N o o o . . e . e

As previously described s person 8 economic control in the fishery

P

is dependent on .s number of variables such as’ the location of the fishing

station, the a.mount of property and skills inherited the numb

one has to outside information which oould provide financial benefit.

TR

l-
material circumstances- it involves effort that is socially recognized
. ‘-.1‘ —l “
as being under personal oontrol and that is’ the work expended toward

v, -~

success, but work is seen’ to «be what causes it,. S e ISR

4 ’

The emphasis on work effort as a standard of evaluation in another -

x

R is through his work in the form of a job - T
©oor, self-employment thst ,a man’ earns his living I
W and- it is by earning ‘his' liv,igg thst "a man claims - . ;
- reciprocity in relation to society andfindependencer o
_+-ifixrelation "to his. peers.,Works givEs a man the: -~ - - L
‘;\}position for his family, and work is the major ‘.’3"' I

B R AR M
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‘legitimation for the acquisition of material goods.
Work," then, puts a man ir, a complementary position
it gives his status in relationm to the family, the

° commuriity, the economy, and the pality. ' All these )
may be regarded as positive values and meanings of

- work (Wadel 1973: 108)

PR

The - 1976 census reported that the labour force of Port Hope Simpson

consisted of 170 persons of whom just 8o were’ offici.ally ‘defined as

. employ‘te‘d. These figures produced an official unemployment rate of

~

. . 52. 9 per cent, compared to the 1976 nation.al average of 6. 8 per cent I

and an employed to population ratio of just 14 6 per hundred compared

O S JEUE P U

‘.‘to a national a.vefage of 42 0 Needlesa to say, official definitions Caboo Eap
’of employment, unemployment and the labour force mean little iu Port ‘hf' ‘

el

: Hope Simpson given the minimal .importance of the labour market in the

. community. ) ‘-‘ o B Co d? . S , Tl
-In a community. with few full~time paid jobs, status ranking or s.uc'cess-

"+ fullness 1is deterniin'ed by eriteria other than incmme or the. partieular

.

coccupation one holds. ) EcOnomic success does not necessarily convert to Do

T T, .

social status. ) Instead there is a combination of several: social and

[}

-feconomic traits which mark duccess. Some may be judged more than others,

‘ but no one is necessary and all are sufficient. A' msn ‘is considered

" successful in Port Hope Simpson if he has a reputation of being a 'hard

"worker 5 if he is independent of assistance from his peers, and 1f he

. maintains an econumically viable family tnic. He is known fdr his

T capa.bi i.t % his skills and his knowled e ertainin to his occupation(s) -
. . Y ’, 8 P 8 .

yet his work efforts are not restricted to specialized skills but must

o ."'-'extend to all seasonal activities commonly undertaken by members of the

”community. His- first commitment is to. the security of his immediate T

family and his loyalties to them extend beyond those to his Work mates ;.f -
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. sincere in both his religious and secular life.

_in. the pursuit of the work ethic, he has not succeeded.‘ He may indulge N

’ concerning the quantity of fish caught or new Fisheries regulations,.nor R

directly proportional to his own and his family 8 security. Thus,.work

;successful nor are such positions coveted. ' The only two "desk jobs"

.

-”festimating relative economic position, becoming successful is a political

Jtends to be directed toward individuals comprising a sub-group having

‘to be exsrting the unspecified amount of work time or has the gﬁkutation

in the community, excluding schoolteachers, are nat, preatigious.
'Schoolteachers and nurses do hold a high status, ‘but it. is a separate

: status from the rest of the community and was unattainable by local

'Vuprocess. There are, in fact, sep&rate networks of nterpersonal relations

s f;which act to keep the successful Epart from the unsuccessful ".Gossip
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outside the family circle or to his peers. He possesses the Christian o li ‘i

L

virtues of temperance, generosity, perseverance and honesty; he is
Conversely, a man is .not regarded as successful if he is not seen

of engaging in’"idle" behauiour. If the has not become totally involyed.

in excesses such as too much drinking, toq much leisure, too much

. 3

dependence on welfare, etc. Mbreover he is not hooked in to the . N e T

ommugication network of the successful he has ‘0o information to offer ’

©

can he discuss a fishing strategy, he has no advice to. give.

Historically, the amount of physical work a man performed was T

was, and still is, considered proof of a man's worth. Overt politieal :Z l -

\

positions such as Cohmunity Council member do not make a man authmatically.".

\ =

residents until recently -;N;_ L4 ‘;' . o B

Since the local recognition of success involves more than merely

|
o ("
P

%a

.4

¢ .
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- a major factor. Welfare and UICare merely indicators of the deeper. -
:-value—judgement of a person ggwillingnesa ‘to work Although the 'welfare .
: crowd' may feel they have’ a right to their welfare cheque, they still
g'value work, participate in the eeasonal cycle,‘and observe and accept 'g

. community norms.t'

- conversation during working houré,“ remaining around the house during-A

) .the day, and- sleeping ‘later in. the morning.:

i Port Hope Simpson because of the overlap in incnme and because of the

. availability of material producte to. both groups. In outside o

= 157 -

common featuves, such as lack of fishing success, avoidance of work, and
9 .
‘ , .
dependence on the welfare system.
Separate social networks keep families and crowds apart, ‘and

although the tfeason for the geparation is more complicated than a welfare/

non—welfare opposition, the high value placed on work by the community is

r

a.

A

. "IA«‘

" The” split in the moral community has developed into factions of

e

those who 'work hard' end those who do not. - On one- hand are the workers -

-~

labouring from before daylight to after dark during the fishing seeson,\

continuing ninor work activities when they move "back to the bay,” and" {j;7h¥

— )
taking pride in ‘staying off welfate. -On the other ‘are men who do not _i;fg,,f

exert the unspecified amount of work time ‘and rely wholly of partially
on welfare. People in this category do not socialize with the workers

for. the most part ‘and spend a larger proportion of their time at "idle"

The line between workera and- nou-workers is not alwaya visible in,

‘\.f.. L

communities, however,_e quick look at the quantity ‘of Balt fiBh bulk

,Btored in the stages provee the contrast between succensful and SR o

‘unsuocessful fiehermen (althoughtenergies_may be‘directed\toward»the , E ; :
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salmon, herring or fresh fish market). For example, at the end -of the
season, one skipper and his two otherlcrewmen sold only 20 quintals of

salt fish, whereas another crew of the same size sold 260 quintals

,' plus~l5,000 pounde‘of treeh fish, 1,000 pounds of selmon, and one barrel -
'of herring.
' Conflict between workers and non-workers not only takes the form of
gossip, but accusetions of petty theft, theft of’ fish from cod’ traps, .

- and destruction of fishing equipment. One claims to. have lost $5,000

'“._worth of gill nets ‘¢éut or stolen which he attributes to the jeelousy

Of "lazy men- Lo e - '.-;‘;. . . e ""- B

The continously unemployed express the sentiment that their . =~ - S N

,lifestyle is less than ideal. One man who was on  welfare typified

Voot Tl oL .
O N P SN - LY.
M - - - -

'others in his position when he said "You're not so happy when you're on -
_the dole as when you re working. Others refleétéd a desire to achiewe N

.E N " a sense of personsl worth by conforming to the cOmmunity work standard

Their situation is not- alweys one of free choice due to a number of

' b Y
. factors. However,:the lack of any possibility of, finding immediate
‘.employment or intensifying self-employment is not regerded as an excuse.

o

- for idlenesa if a fan is physically capable. The - symptoms of depression

. :,'and “the expressed sentiment that there must be a better alternative

H

:;1‘ . suggest that this group does embrsce the common work ethic, even though
: it 15 not universally practiced
nf. ‘:‘ e There is a sharp distinction in attitude toward the different _ o

D S S types of trsnsfer payments among Tesidents. Since most people are

involved with the fisherg and since'eommunity,work‘values,are'oriented

.

Pl
t

Ny
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o
ur
)

around the fishery, UIC payments are a.symbol,of’one‘s'productiwity tn
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'undesirable and a recipient s motives are highly circumspect. Such

——————
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the fishery, or, in the context of the work ethic, a symbol of one's

aelfwworth.’ Individuals who. do not qualify for UIC because they have not

accumulated]enough stamps' through the sale of fish,,sometimes ‘earn a

sufficient number by working in a local store or on a Canada Works

«

nroject at the end of the fishing season. Wage earnings in these cases

are used solely to qualify for UIC. Whereas the work of fishing can be -

'a man's source ‘of pride because his identity as a fisherman is involved

' L \
temporary employment as a brush cutter or road worker does not prOvide

,hﬁm with an alternative identity.: Although it is a. sign of respect ,T

'when one says about another, "He earned all his stamps by fishing,:_

W

there is ‘no real distinction made in the type of labour uaed to’ obtain UIC

r

benefits. UIC is regarded as a right for those who qualify and not as'a
hand-out . o j . o . . A

. On.one hand, UIC 1s deemed desirable by almost all; on the other

hand,lthefattitude toward welfare is quite different,. Tbvthose who

have attained an acceptable status in the community by wirtue of their

work output.and'who are.independent of 'hand-outs;' welfare is _'

individuals associate welfare with idleness, or at least the potential

. .

'for"idleness is feltu‘ They feel that uelfdre money comes. directly

from their payéheque and, consequently, are vigilant toward abuses of

the system, whereasvthere is less concern with the revenues for UIC.

A part of this ‘crowd,' although more %ilent about the perceiued

K4
1nJustices of the welfare system, are successful fishermen and hard

.workers who' because of their family size and expenses receive both UIC

d
and seasonal welfare at separate times. They see welfare as a necessary

o S

s

KX

-
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‘evil, not something to Beiproud of, but‘something that has to be accepted.
A second 'crowd' are those who are nearly constantly on welfare, of
_whom many aré able-bodied. Most supplement their income from social

- assistance by marginal production in the fishery, temporary wage labour, ~

and/or living with relatives who'are economically better off. Most of
.these individualS'regard:welfare“as-a right in much the same way as
everyone else regards UIC. In fact . some may also receive‘UIC. Contrary

. , fto Wadel 8 finding (1973 28), people in this crowd do not look upon

welfare or able-bodied relief as "belonging to a different moral category

Tl3..,.‘ . than ‘the' unemployment insurance benefitqy "' Nor-does~welfare carry I -

v L S BN ‘

, L "a connotatidn of disgrace and unwillingness to work as it did for o .. i

.l o ' ' : "'le». '

fi‘z . v Wadel 8 principal informant. Although the core of this welfare crowd' T
is a’ minority of residents, the welfare officer s time is largely spent .

. . - on them, and they " tend to make.recurring visits;to the clinic for very

minor ailments and counselling. Informants who'have had experience"
i- .'. . \.
S with Social Assistance recipients elsewhere in Labraddr Soqﬁh point to

the’ aggressiveness of their" appeals for welfare as. being atypical of
. other communities. L .". . a o L " ) . B .?ﬁf

It is difficult to document the true attitude toward welfare of

L ' ’ this group because the sentiments theytexpress'to-outsiders and to

‘ non—members of their group are not the same ones as they express within

i lf " . their own EToup. However, a’ few have gone to, lengths to justify to: f _V o

‘ - =

L . . 'me their continuing reliance on Social Assistance citing the- high

.EQ' ' L cost of living in Labrador, the isolation, the poor employment merket

i and the higher incomes of those whom they perceive as not working

e \} .. as hard as they. The attitude of the group is expressed by -one member
&

o~

" .

ld‘(ﬁ. L R ’ bt




- 161 - ' .

thus: '"That goddam guy never comes when he's supposed to. In the winter
I can go to Mary's Harbour to. get it, but now- [November] I just have to wait. Pl

If he don't come pretty damn soon, I'm.going to smash his fuckin' face.
, o . R ) )

! : He takes -his own goddam time giving me my cheque."
'Thé .relationship between‘those who receive the two types of tranefer

peyments and their attitudes toward them is illuetrated in- Diagram 7«

1 . "."

.. ‘o
N 'The outer circle represents ‘all Port Hope Simpeon residents who regard - .

RE o f\'«UIC as a right, some of”hhom,.howevef receive neither UIC nor. Social

AR - _Aesistance. The three smaller circles represent recipienns of. transfen S -
) ) ‘ oy . i a

paymenta asg 1ndinated.- The shaded portion repreeents the welfere~crowdij§f'.';ff

-, LI

ffi‘. ‘f".’ﬁ.‘ thoae who regard welfare as their right. The\majority of this group

T . ‘re y almost wholly on’ Social Assietance but some.who combine UIC and » .

benefits but not

€ also belong.

‘? © welfare generally reject membership or close asaociation with hie group.
i ' T : . . - Y

|
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The common manifestation of frustration caused by unemployment - an .
increased‘crime rate, family discord, and alcohol and drug abuse - are
seemingly absent from Port Hope Simpson. The fact that there is no
resident RCMP detachment undoubtedly means that some of the leas serious

crimes and misdemeanors go unreported, although the informal sanctions
of gossip, ridicule and ostracism put social and economic‘ﬁressure on-

_culprits and suspects. To be sure, there are occasional petty thefta'

and personal assaulta, but these tend to run in the crowds better’

,charecterized as living in poverty and having a history of social f,V* ‘?

"

’~maladjustment rather than as the unemployed The incidence of abuse.? s
, toward family members is far below that which is present in northern
,native commupities. Nurses consider injuries caused by essault to be

«~ rare.

o

'The difficulty qf;obtaining beex and liquor both encourages:ando
diecourages alcohol abuse. When liquor .is evailable it»islgenerally
consumed at.one sitting’ which btings‘onlthe inevitable prohlene'A
_aesociated with'groups of men under the influence.: There are'more

z

‘injuries resulting from accidents and horseplay in such drinking bouts

'than of - aggravated hostility - On. the other hand the difficulty of

obtaining a constant supply of liquor limits occurnences of this sort,:

. ~and ‘the Pentecostal injunction against the use. of any alcoholic drink ’
is observed by many people and has'a restraining effect’on-other less
devodt’family'members.' The drug trade has not yet reached Port

Hope Simpson and drug ahuse ia virtually unknown. although a: few

A people hzve tried marijuana during visits to other places.

N Lo L. . . s . . . c e
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Simply because the psual indicators of the frustrations caused by’

. -unemplojment in more densely populated areas are obfuscated by the
isolation and lifestyle particular to Port Hope Simpson does.- not mean'
that no frustration exlists. Aware that the present economic climate

in‘coastal~Labrador villages has stemmed from a history of ‘

exploitation by outsiders, which haa resulted- in Labrador fishermen

.

having little control over their own economic destiny, people freely
TR ot

-

express their discontent among themaelves and to visitors.

AP

.,Qfl.not equipped with the education and experience to deal with the
. necessary public or, private channels of change. Some people have
n'-expressed the attitude that we ve ppent s0 much time at fishing and

fixing the outboard motor that we haven't had time to figure out
what 8 going on in other ‘places.’
‘ " In spite of. the strong work ethic, the moral force which keeps

o people busy at their daily tasks‘ there are times when the weather is
. down and men sit idly by the stove for hours, 1ooking out the kitchen

peaking very little, and seeming to accept the speCulation

:that the mailplane will not arrive for yet another week.- Perhaps

ot ,window,

this attitude is analogous to their acceptance of their economic

situation as” it is. Perhaps the statement about fishery meetings,,"'

_"It don t do not good to kick because you always get cut off "

jgreflects a broader attitude.x'L““_;‘,l; i e _f; p

T However, whereas sometimes people express the futility of

However, S
*~they are unable to reach workable solutions to their problems becauee ;

gof the magnitude of the problems and because many feel that they are __ﬂ'

’initiating desired change, they always express pride in their ability

re
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T) %: ] o to carry on their- legacy ofighrvival in a harsh enuironmentjlpride in
- 'their;knowledge of the land and sea; pride in their capability to -

3 - improvise from scarce resources, and.pride in living.a life of hard

work.

-ifff S ' , B. "The Religious Ethic o T '“ o o

The predominant religious elements in Port Hope Simpeon are - 'f"

o -

T Pentec05talism and Anglicanism, although about a. dozen people designate

fﬁ.";» their denomination as Roman Catholic or United Church. The Pentecostal ﬂ'

L.

bhurch by far, has the most influence in the commnnity.' There is a

Ve Ty

'fi replacedi,'In contrast there has been no resident Anglican minister

. w0 A\J

for a couple of decades and the minister from Mary s Harbour visits only

B}

a few times a year.. The Anglic&n Church built in the 1940'3, is still‘

|
1
‘i;f-- ‘ . in usable condition but is used only on those occasions when the -
. ‘ * . P

) visiting minister holds services, and even thhn attendance is sparse f‘

' among the Anglicans in the communit& The Pentecostal congregation has

-l L - . r

increased from\the small numbers at the time when Port Hope Simpson was

€

}?<‘ S ;f'vk founded to about 300 today, as more and more Anglicans converted._.The fﬁﬁlll,f

two schcols are both denominational One is funded and administered

by‘the Pentecostal Assemblies School Board thg other by the‘Vinland

Integrated School Board albeit called the 'Anglican school Enrollment

at the Pentecostal school has increased at abont the same rate as

1

followers of the faithand now stands at 125 compared to the Anglican

sehool 78. Des _tenlarger_numberseoE—Bentecosts, there are others~ %~ﬂ7:nf:-f;;;:ﬁ' B

who have tenaeiously clung to their denomination and have renounced closeidﬁ-'




- association with Pentecostal activities. Their reason hae little to do - ~

ot .
we

7 with religious Boctrine but people feel they must ascribe to a. "

. . .

o . ftheir words, "You ve got o, belong_to something.y Because of the’ abaence
! ' K A
‘Oi'of an drganized Anglican congregation, people who are not Pentecosts are

L K . N
! ~ i

R o more appropriately termed non—Pentecosts. L -

FERE . - o PN . A
R X [ . ' . - '

Pentecostal and non—Pentecostal groupa are factions,in the commpnity

kG

) united by common goala and activities.‘”Non—Pentecoats are lcosely

ey

a religion may bevcalled "factionalism' according to the usage of

"y .|~"

-Silverman and Salisbury who etate "that it is part of the polttical procese

f T , o within a; community Jhieh ia characterized by the interaction and

b ‘ j'l_',confrnntation of multiple non—corporate aub-groupings (1976 6)f‘ I‘Mould

.J:fg ) e 'rmodify this by ppinting out that the Pentecoatal faction is very nearly

- N .-

a’ corporate grouP. it has existed over a span of time. It is headed

nby leaders, and it hae definite membership requirements.

Neither grOUp

'.f_haéunobilized for action against the other,.however.;.zf'
. -'- ’ o

."....

has rasulted 1n aggression.“ an-Behtecosts cite incidentS'which




&

- 167 - ° . - - "v

-

o

Pl e

«

objecting against the use of the community hall for‘ dances, the .

\

congregation»refu,sing toialter the schedule of evening church activities

for community meetings and 'refusing to allow the-retail sale of beer

in the community Non-Pantecosfs say they do not feel welcome in the

T homes of Pentecosts ““Q prohibit drinking and smoking and observe other

_‘.,f._; o ' taboos. '. 'I‘hese sentiments serve. to, keep non-Pentecosts from socializing

4 A [ . .

A withﬂPennecosts. : S b

o I o On the other side of the coin, part of the ethics of Pentecostalism

T be a. Christian, : K

'is disassociatiou from non—Christian behaviour..,‘

< .,' N "

RN -t 4 sal\fr;tion, which is theologically ‘possible in any denominstion but

v

. of . Pentecbstali'sm. One who is not Saved is a Sinner._ Although» sinners
' I .are potential obJects of evangelization, if a Chriatian allows himself
oo bl :Ls unnecessarily tempted into sin himself.. The very act of a Christian

AR '_;@llowing himself"to be temptéd is a sin.- This 1s the rationale behind

segre'gation of the schools. Therefore, the elements of mutual rejection
are prssent. , e c '
S .'.-‘

: o . PR
' g denominatihns on’ a theological level his statement about the ‘early
" days of the chur\ch would be cons:itiered appropriate by many -in PortlHOPe
. : _S:meson" "The Plntecostals re%cted society: because they believed *it to E
o ' be corrupt wicked hostile, and Lopelessly lo.s,t while Boc:let,y rejected
‘the Pentecostals because it believed them to be’ insanely fanatical, e

s - .

self-righteous, doctrinally i error, and emotionally unstable (Synan

. . N N - ;e
. ooy PP

Forut oimr  OF bty

-, Ky .which is not a necessary part of Anglicanism, at least not in the sense )

according ‘to~ Pentecostal doctrine, one must achieve spiritual rebirth g

to freely associate with people who are involved in sinful behaviour he o

Although Synan believes Pentecostalism has become accepted by other '

.....

3

1
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] factions have croascut both._ » o ." :

.

- a purely secular level with non—Christians.f“ "The. function of ethics RS
¥ S

my hands dirty, not to have any stain on the marri;age garment so that I

attachment with Pentecostalism vhen they settled in Alexis Bay e

' friendship-.with- Bsome non-P-entecosts.. However, there is a core of

1971 :185).

N

In practice, of cburse, some Pentecostals do maintain.a close

" .

religious ethics which produces the two factions. Although the " o

Anglican faction is not unified through a socially recognized code of e, s

’

ethical behaviour, Pentecostal ethics are antitheticoi to socializing on -

) St - . \ . S, .-
.o PN

.

Lt s . g’w l'

is to keep the believer on the narrow way which leads to hehven‘...- 'As

,-_ . +

e v s E :

long as ethics has the function of preserving the white garment ﬁor the :
kingdom of heaven, the concetn of Pentecostal ethics can’ never ‘be. for s - e

one 8 fellow man, but only for 'ones‘elf* I must endeavour not to’ get

- @

™ <

may be ready when Jesus cOmes" (Holl’enweger 1972 408). To this end it

K - ‘»
is necassary to behave in a friendly manner and respectably toward T C
L ) Nt e . . - n

others but it 18 not heceSfary to maintain close friendships with -

non-Christians.,‘ In the previous chapttr we have seen that econnmic . ‘ -f_ el e

Y ‘.‘\v \. - . l" o

o-operation is heavily baséd on friendship and kinship. Religious - s

rmt

PR . PR v A
f ! C Lt N . PR A . A
i ‘. . . f .o , [N .o . N

In a community that was largely founded by Anglicans, ,it is

. I

interesting that Pentecostalism became so widespread. There vere; a e

few famil'ies from Ccmception Bay in Newfoundland who continued their ‘ ; ]

Pastor Gillerg preached the gospel in POrt Hope Simpson and the outs;lde

ey '..

were built in Gearges Cove and Port Hope Simpson. *But Pentecostalismx

was slow to catch on nt first.. The log church in Port Hope Simpson
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\Pentecost in Jerusalem (Block-Hoell 1964 18*-29) After meeting severe .

resistance from other churches and society in genetal the Pentecostal

o underprivileged, Some writers have said that the Movement was s form

on thel fringes of culture and society (1971 201) .

t ' : - 169 =

was removed to the opposite side of the river until the 1940's. It 'wa.s‘

V.

then that Pentecostalism began"to catch on.

T}e growing popularity of Pentecosta]:ism in Newfoundland and Labrador N ¥ { '

communities coincided with its general growth. The Pentecostal Movement

",
¢

began in. Kansas in the early 1900’s by a group of proselytizing evangelists .

¢ -
who e;nphasized baptism of the Holy Ghost ‘as it was bestbwed on the day of

»

,”‘ 'U‘ e ; " _, . .’«

Vs

Movement began to flourish by the 1930's (Synan 1971'-223) ’ ‘a.nd spread to

all the continents of the world It was a: novel experience of baptism
. 1_'. .

accompanied by speaking in tongues. 'l‘he Pentecostals emphaeized an .

experience rather than a system of doctrine or church government. The

masses were drawn to services by evangelistie and divine healing revivals NI '.- ¥ B

%

that attempted to convert and save’ from damnation as many people as

Loy ‘e

possible. Initially, the Pentecostal Movement attracted those on the

lower and of the socio-ecbnomic scale' ' the poor, the destitute, the -

. N
' '\ - . v b

of protest against adverse social and economic conditions,‘ others feel

v . v . r : ‘ 1y

thst :Lt was a protest against the failure of the prevailing religious '

\.-“~,

institutions to come to grips with the needs& marginal groups existing }

P

At any rate J;y ‘21970




-170 - . :

" Whereas the emphasis in the Anglican service is the recital of the R
" litany and communion, rather passive contributions, the emphasis in the

Pentecostal service is the. individual testimony'ahd.persona'l' expression,

. ; This suggests a reasen why the- Pentecostal Church has gained go much
- L L acceptance in'a community where individual expression is repressed by 1-, s
e lack of sta&f alternatives and the ethic of egalitarianism. A typical [,.' ; «

service includes many hymns which can be requested and sung as many times

+ 3 e -
ul‘- [ '1‘ .

; -f_‘—_-,l .as the congrega\t’ion wishes, and are, accompanied by instrumentalists
i '- seated on’ the stage playing ‘the guitar, accordion, piano, and occasionally
to . . S S

the trumpet A period of testimonials is allowed when an’ individual can EARE

S ; < i - R .
T T give an. interpretation of a passage from the Bible, recount his personal BN R M

problems or revelations with God SOT. speak in tongues if he becOmes '

B

..'Al:-' o ’ ' raptured with a mystvical relationship with God. Speaking. in tongues is

o ordinarily in an unknown »tongue" and s, a. highly emotional experie‘nce.

T The pattern ia to speak in unintelligible phrases interspersed with-.

.

‘ telligible utterances. The voice is pitched higher than normel and . ‘3«

Tl follows an unbroken rhythmn Members of the congregation intersperse I
TS TUR ‘_g. ; . R e
R t;he testimony with praise the Lord " 'hallelujah v and ’Amen, brother. L e

,t This is followed by a sermOn which seemingly is directed at individuals ~ s e

:w"".'.-r . A but has general guidelines for Christian living The Sunday night

'vice is generally more emotional than the morning service.

o -.."'. . LT e T e
e .

down and Weep as they becbme raptured.

. B i “’ ’ - PN
Nl . . - ;-‘ " R o [ [

Soon after the service people in the '

PN : ‘... T 5 " . ' ,4: o I N

evangelistic s

those who became Saved. ~ ". SN e
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) societies, life insurance doctors, medicine liquor dance halls theatres,
. .movies, Coca—Cola, public swimming, profeasional sports, beauty parlours,
; L ljewelry, church bazaars and makeup (1971 190) It is easy, .to see how '
many of these sins would be difficult to commit in - a community like Port

Hope S:l_mpson.x With accessibility of medical .services and television, the )

earrings worn in church television programmes reflecting family discord

-gambling, and popular music. -

“fsomewhat of a puoblem to a, preacher who hasu been trained in Pentecostal
.doctrine. Speaking about the numbers of unwed mothet‘a; many °f whom are ‘ : o

= church members, a pastor said "It 8. a problem every psstor faces in |

':;»_';cgming.here. Usually peoplp get mal:ried after the fact.. Parents are* o

: ’reluctant ta. say too much to the kids because they were involved with oo e

‘ it themselves. Most people feel that until you're pregnant there s no
D resson to get ma ried/ Responsibility doesn t come until a child is "'.
o bom..,‘ There also are a few folkbeliefs that Biblical teaching has SR

not completely era-icated such as the beliefs that if the feet of ar

- at sunrise is more 1ikelY»;-:

! -1 - : ‘

I )
The rituals and taboos vary somewhat from church to church, and there
are peOple in Port Hope Simpson who are more rigid than others in t(ir

adherence to local dogma. ‘An early ‘foundation of-Pentecostalism, the

Apostolic Faith established A list of. taboos based on a literal

interpretation of: 'the~ Bible among which were tobacco in all forms, secret

ro
t

¢

o i

.

most commonly observed prohibitions ‘dre drinking, dancing , smoking,

Because the emphasis is on the individual experience of God rather

N ' . . :

than on unilateral ethical beahviour, traditional attitudes present o :.:

-,

- "-."\
/ .r'

l~. i.
| et

Ky

. ° 7 ) . - ! il
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e 'j S



- 172 -

. degree',' the pastor is bound to the traditional practicgs of the T
congregation. The pastor felt that it would:be impossible to introduce
a new musicdl format that would be significantly different from.country

U . and western. Church membe'rs have never expressed interest in having

o P

discussions on Biblical exegesis.

.

. The. doctrine of heal.ing through prayer has been a part of the

’ . . Pentecostal Movement, although today there 15°a great deal of variation -

N

in attitudes toward the aSpect of divine interaction (Hollemveger i

1972 357) The present pastor has not placed much emphasis on healing o ) |

evangelists. However, older. people have recounted their personal
experiences yith divine healing..l The interesting aspect of these 48 *
h ‘.th'at I have heard .as many accounts from non'-Péntecosts as Pentecosts.

“This seems to indicate that the Pentecostal attitude toward divine . o o

iracles had an influence among _people regardless of de.nomination.‘
Most of these occurrences were during a time when medical services vere o . “ :

diff icult: to obtain.

.1: g

There are a number of rites of passage which are, recognized by

Pentecosts, and to a lesser extent by non-—Pentecosts.. An infant is

"dedicated" shortly after birth to symbolize that God ‘has divine rights o -

over the child The ceremony symbalically represents the child being

P

&

1One such story invo“].{eéd the alleviation of.: pain. Hours after a '
-~ han’ stepped on a nall that pierced the instep -of "his’ foot, a woman .
“-laid her. hands upon him and prayed whereupon the pain: vanished ‘and he .°
. was* ablé"to walk. nine miles the £ollowing day,’ Another was about a .
child that was saved from succumbing to. pneumonia when he wae PR
prayed ﬂor. A I , Co SR

LT
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brought by :he ;,or'd and given ‘back. to the Lord. Rebirth or salvation is
achieved through a personal revelation. It id a spiritual and emotional

g

experience which can occur from early childhood to deathbed and can be

) repeated if one loses faith or "backslides" by committing a sin,

Evidence of salvation is a public declaration accompanied by speaking in
- {
an unknown tongue or. observable emot:lonal upheaval »Baptism is »always .

. subsequent to salvation., A special service is arranged whereby several

N :can be baptized at once, usually, though not always, by tot:al mmersion

'in a local pond or, 1n winter 1n a plastic swimming pool. In a recent‘ -

,ceremony,cthirty—one people were baptized.n' C ;_ L

.

In addition to .salvation and baptisms, people are encouraged to

"expr_e,ss. thedr revelations at chureh services. A passage :Ln a short book

published by.a former schoolteacher in Port Hope Simpson describes his
exper";te‘.nce: ’ '
As T bowed" on my knees,- Pastor Price came.to me and said, .
"Do you want the baptiSm?" "Yes," I'replied. "Well: then,"
he said, "Raise your hands;as a'sign’ of surrender and begin
to praise the Lord." He then. prayed,. laying hands on me, as
I raised both my hands above my head and’began to praise ‘God .
Suddenly I bégan to £all backwards on the concrete. floor. .
‘Before. I actually reached the floor I bbgan to speak’ in an’
© unknown tongue. 1 couldn it understand\what I vas seying, but
"I knéw God had filled -me with His Holy: Spirit: The. same
' e.xperience of .the. disciples, on .day of -Pentecost, was -:
. being experienced in myowm ;
' English but. was unable to 45 theé language flowed from my lips
like water from a sprin Satan seemed.to whisper,‘ "This 48 .. -7
. Just. b(ourself, you are’ ver—excited.\ But only -volumes of .
- “other] tongues .could bef spaken.... " T was experiencipg ‘such
' - pgace and.Joy so dee / t:hat ‘words could not describe ft....
- I remember Pesror ‘ALK, Bursey praying and rejoicing owar L
me, . .s o e
oL After what' seemed like minutes but was actually hours,
i arose. 6h the wonder of it.all, not only had I been -
* ., filled with' the Holy Spitit,” but’ cod had answered my prayer'!
b YT knew beyond -all -doubt. that ‘I should go to" Port Hope Simpson
. to teach (Osmoncl 1973 49-50) o

el.s Itried to- speak in’ o

3

%
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. K K - Staff Members
Board of Deacans (financial matters) : . i 7 . .
School Committee , ' - 7 ‘ R
Church Service Leaders - . ’ 25
Cemetery Committee .. . K " ‘ "5 '
. Women's Ministeries ‘ T -5
Crusader Staff . N - L1z
' Christ Ambassadors Group Leaders S e - &
" . Beginner Department ‘Teachers - C - 0T
. Junior Department. Teachers . . o ; SR b
.Teen Déepartment. Teachers.. C e T 3 o
© HixTeen Department; Teachers s o i T | B
"-;.Sunday School Teachers . IR T [ 40 . o ’
E Adult Class Teachers SECI . T ) e
R v-.l';\ L v

theaChurch provides regularly schedtfled social activities for all ages.‘ '

,Aside from the two Sunday services, a prayer meeting is held every o .

"the uniformed Crusaders meet two evenings each week the choir meets
.Thursday evenings, and the WOmen s Ministeries meets twice a week
© Table 14- shows that there are numerous positions of leadership and

'responsibility in these and other activities. The opportunity to achieve

. would seem a’ sufficient ‘reason to attract members in a community

'~ practicelly devoid of other alternatives. a

\:'However not all church members fully meet the financial demands that
' "...-their faith puts upon them. Ab0ut eighty to one hundred ,people tithe. ’

" Although others may Soffer less than the required ten per centnof their

- 1% - . N

Table 14: Pentétostalihurch ‘Activities and Organizations.

In- additi_o_‘n_ to the opportunity ror individual spiritual expression,

Friday evening, boys and girls 7 to 14 ye’ars of age who are membera of

[P
o

—n'\.

J\ - .

B

a recognized statu.s within these organizations and to socialize with others

A 3'

s

N N Y

The cost of being a Pe ecost is rather high if an individual by - .

complies with the ethic of tithing and donating to additional causes. o ',""'-,3. o ','” .

- .‘J LI

J . :
. . L o !

Loty
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incorme, they are éncouraged to donate as much as they feel they can ‘

10 = s e et e et e e b o e 8

‘possibly afford. Pentecosbal Churches differ in their'tith.ing practices: ' Co
1 R : . N .
- some calculate the tithe on gross incorhe ,» others on net income

" {cf.. Hollenweger 1972:235), and I suspect. that different preachers in
"Port Hope Sinipson ‘had‘different v‘ieivs on this matter: At the.preaent
‘time, peoplé¢ tithe on their net in'come as calcu'lated on',their income . R

tax »r_eturné. . The subs%:antlal dlfference between groas and. net 1ncome
§ . of, ‘:":‘;sh'ermen as. rndlcated ln Chapter‘ 3, makes thxs 'an 1mportant Lssue‘?, ::, RRRE
' ' T .
‘ to the church members as well as,,,to the church T1th1ng 15 usually done ) :
. ".“"- n ‘ag p}ple recelve chequ:sﬂ rather lth‘a.n a lump sum.:‘ The pastor preaches ”."._"‘: ";’n

Lo e "‘-"

@
’ sevgral tlmes a year on tlthg.ng, 1nvokmg Genesis 28 22 Levxticus 21 32,

PR . . . o ' 7 B e A
| . - . ) - S e

‘_',\and Malac‘h:.. : oo A : s . N
N . ' o o : S - . oo . SR

S R Bu:-mg ye ' all «the tJ.thes into the atorehouse, that there
B . - may be nieat in mine house, and prove me now herewith,  saith . ,
- . the Lord of hoats, A T will not open ‘you the windows ) ' T
] of heaven, and pour you out a blesslng, there shall not. be ‘ :

room to receive it (Malach:. 3; 10) L. T B T

o . et - -
. 3 [ N . K v

‘ Beyond t.LthJ.ng there .1.5 a-. Mmalonary E‘und and Bulldlng Fund oo Co

Y] : . - v

. T

]
i . o . .. o .
3 S collected monthly Church orgam.zatlona (see Table 14) ‘such’” as the A

‘-:Chra.st Ambassadors Pbmen 5 Mmlstern,es, Crusaders, Sunday School, and L C

l o - . 4
K .. [ER

; School‘ Comm:.ttee all have collectlons for thelr spec;flc purposes. e

Ay =
.

.“ |'..\ . s

[ 'Also, a few people donate labour, food, and flrewood to the pastor. SN

¢ ."

R Wheri the occaslon ar1ses, the Church sponsors a comnmmty co].lect:.on .

i

for burned out fanullee .Ln Port Hope Slmpson or nearby communit.Les.
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a better Christian. You can't look at it 1ike being paid back right away.

It helps me "as much as it helps thew.... I know a lot of people don't

give the ten per cent, but if I didn't I'd be telling a lie."” How the

mbney is ;spent or the percentage of it that actually reaches a particular
cause 1is of 1little concern; what matters is.that one is donating for

' a Christian cause.

The Pastor also tithes on, his $250 a wehk income which he 831'-s from : | A
- ' : S L W)
,‘local church donations only This ia a 1ow income compared to that of PR I

o ':(plreachers in_ more populated an,d ‘._afflu_e_nt, area,s,.-»-

S

C. The Egalitarian Ethic ‘ I T P

I have alluded to the, existence of an egalitarian ‘eth'ic tepeaté’dly.. N

Thc attitude that local people should all be equal 1s pervasive in sociaL

institutione of Lebrador society from family relations to the fishing

-erew.’ Fried in writing about’ the politics of egalitarian society, defines -

~such a society as one in which there sre as many positions of prestige :
. PR . 5

A' in any given age—sex gtade as t‘nere are’ persons capable of filling them

‘ _(Fried 1967 33) In other words, in egalitarian societiee prcetige j,. ‘

positions are athieved not ascribed as are positiOns such ag__Town K A \
Manager or Chief—of-Police. It could be argued that Port Hope Simpaon s

‘©

APE .o longer an, egalitarian society, if it ever was because of the civic

ST positiOns imposed by the government ana Fisheries Uniqn as well as
S m _ &
et ongoing ties to a non-egalitarian outside world. Neverhhe'less the ethic"

—
Py

' of egalitarianism e:{ists because of the homogeneous nature of traditional_'. A

: -.‘\

and conte.niporary community relations p — Ry
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: such Aas. gossip, ridicule, and possible ostracism. ’ { :

poeitions are few and weakly developed. - Other. e&l&xographers have noted

- 1717 -

Unlike large urban communities where.acceptable modes of behaviour -

© may vary considerably, in a2 community the size of Port Hope Simpson, an

individual is required to observe fairly stringent tradition—oriented

rules of conformity. Should a fishermen, for example,-hold a public

Yo

E)

Eisheries Union, .he would be subject to various leveling mechanisms,

Community author ity

T sy . “,l"

Newfoundland communities.._ R e e SR
- As ve have seen the entire Straits area is characeerized
by intimacy and familiarity.
Straits and a persor- can expect to. spend his entire. life in

_ fuch. the same social milieu. Thus, techniques for maintaining

. his integrity while pursuing his course “through social
proceedings with intimates are particularly important._
Egalitarianism is also significant here as.it precludes.

‘interaction in terms of superordinate and subordinate s
--'j. -relationships: one must get on "man'to man" with no . >
formalities of position that. would ‘make ‘for. the isolatio‘h of

social distance (Firestoné 1967 112).-- T o

-

Further Faris says, ".Th‘ose who l-ead expose‘ thenis'elv‘e's‘ to severe’

criticism and attack... Leadership and the exercise of a,uthority

1

involve taking decisions which may be binding to others, and in Cat

Harbour anything which in this ovett way may infringe on another, is

Cfnsidered aggression and a serious bx:aach" ‘(1972 103)

Despite the demonstrated inequalities in influence status, L

possessions, end income, individuals must conform to the egalitarian

ethic if communal harmony iac to be maintained. Community brokers » such

P . o ,‘,.~_ . B

\ ae the merchants, Corhmunity Council members, and the representative ofw

.. -l-ﬂh o

o . RS . . v - v .
.3 . K P . e P [

Mas oL S

.
.

ey .

the egalitarian stress and repugnanceb of overt expression in o e

There. {s little mobility in 'the -
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the Fisheries Union who act as intermediaries between the commun'ity and the

“outside world, are careful not to* exerci_se authority or leadership outside

o thelr speﬁific- roles, for to do so® -would br:ing critioism that they are
;"'" £, using thejr power to gain yeat moré power in another context. A techniciue

which enables a broker to maintain his role 28 community member ras vell as

L e .his role as broker :[.s‘descr..ibe‘d_‘by Neme'c:-as‘role reversal_l -

te - . .
L e . '
- . ’

-

- Role: reversal cah take any number of forms. A comnunity -

broker, for instance, ‘might choose to 'drinlc with the hoys

" (adult male co-inhabitanta), become 'high' or even drunk and i ,_';'“.m

deliberately play the fool.!’ 'Or, following role . i AR ";

performance o a formal- occasion he. might take the opportunity AR

. ; ~ when visited at home by a. group of co— inhabitants, to . - >
o carricature, ridiculé . and 'make fup" ‘of :the: poiposity’ and .
- f£oibles displayed by . thosé, politicans merchants, clergy and ‘
.. others withwhom ‘he has. been assoclated for a’ time as a. seeming
, equal. In such ‘Instances role reversal has a.basic function::
& " to reduce disparities in social rank in opder .to faci.litate
the broker 8 resumption of hig: usual poei on in the -
Y community. Thus, to the. extent that an ind fvidual - community
broker is willing to pay the necessary "social costs," such’
a8 fréequent role. revetsal -he will continue to. be validated"
in his r_:ole ,by' the community at large (Nemec 1980 213)

While not all of the community brokers in Port Hope Simpson maintain

'..their status- by employing t:hie technique, I have observed thst they are B

-

"careful not to: etep outside theirfown roles.‘ For 1nstance, I have

xobserved that: community consensus‘ keeps merchants from becaming too

. _-:active ':I.n local politics., ‘In the case: of a merchant who attempted to

.‘;‘;.comunioste his frustrations about: delays in governmental progress in RO

°

“the community to various government representatives and the community

o

e l

Although there are numerous positions of leadership in the Pentecostal

g

' Church, as pointed but in t:he eection on the religiouq, eth.icd.n this .

‘ e chapter these are positiods which do not bind individuals in any way, s

..,‘Y N

itself he was thoroughly ridiculed for his "high and mighty" attitude. f

L
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exqe‘pt to their committment to the church.‘ In contrast; candidates for

poeit:l.one in “the Community Council are never forthcoming. There are

never any - political cempaigne within the community andv ‘once a person is‘ ‘

elected to the Council he will likely be re-elected unless he reeigns.' ' "'.'._' '

'
A . ’

Simply because a Council memher accepts the poaition reluctantly,

. .n-.

houever does not mean he will be 1mmune to criticism.

1

the 1981 election of Council members, talk améng many households

o
- N . -
- » v,

centered on the failures of the past Couucil, Many pegple expressed

PR o i r

-y o

misuse of funds. ) : , ‘ S
U ] < e . o o N ' e \.v !

ElectiOns began on a February night at the community Lhall

. About

-

- sixty ,people a'ttended an uncommonly large gathering, although many were

., " mot. of voting age and many of the Council"' most -v0ciferous opponents did
- N - o :' ..‘ .
. not: appeat. The clerk then read f.rom the Municipalities Act a regulation

St}

Eémnm\pn:lty taxes. * This effectively prevented two—thirds of uhe adult
oot

residents Erom accepting nominations., After a. long and tenge pause, : R

ol
- e 5 -

LY qg'with the exception of one past member who had resigned all of the )

.
. '

Shortly befote“ TR :

‘ ;‘*‘;." 1ncumbent Council members wer,e nominated either by other incumhent éouncillors .-

that nomination,s could only *be aeeepted by people rwho had paid their i} j':"‘.
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A : make such decisions, of' course, lSut they x.' n

are hesitant to enforce their territbrial fishing' rights. A msn explained
. N N . ° . ‘ "A . n.: o < Do s
: s the moti.ves of 1oca1 enforcementx off:l.ers. "'i‘hey wants to . get their . -'

) o The existence of the egalitarian ethic does nt‘.!tl preolude competition,

- making }: deci.sione afﬁect?.ng others is difficult 1n' the t;aditionsl '

community in which they are stationed Wildlife Prc';tection Officers, .

B it does howevex, inhibit the overt expressinn of cnmpetition.‘ The topic

Notwiths%g, :the. elimi.nation of those in tax attears from running
for the Council there appeared to be. lit.tle seriqus effort to upset

“-the ete’tus quo despite hareh criticism of the Council's management of

copmunity affairs. This suggests that Faris statement for Cst Harbour

-’
[P

- may b‘b valid for Port Hope Simpeon. : "Making deci.si.ons wh:l.ch iggry be. }

= unpopular ig. certainly one factor inhibitidg office holders,,’but simply

‘ J , - Kad

S a

- ,- o‘ NCARETIS

-.r.- ‘-.___'}’:“1,‘1 S
River Guardians, ‘and Fisheries 0fficers are selected ftom local pegp,le,

“. oo

but seldom 'do they personally enforeeea law even if they suspect a

violation may have been committed.f Conflicts ue ususlly tsken to the '

o
':-;

o Mountie. Fishermen«sometimes complain that local Fisheries Officers

money, that s the o"'l thing they re aftrer. J 'I_'_'.jf _.';;' 1..

s -'.'

i .
«. , S

.0
o l o T

of conversation during the fishing st?.ason is hq manyr qdintals of fish

e T e

oS e Ty L
B e T E ) “ Ty

o THEGRSETER AR -m%,
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4 : i suspect thst vhis Statement demonatrated his aversion to being‘“

3 compared to more .suCcessful fishermen rather than appro ation of the:"' '

;‘ faCt\ that .there were equally experienced fishermen who rere. catching‘_ o

i{u - N _ a much larger number of fish than he.' ‘One frequently hears negative

i » statements about others who are seen to have more. - The foilowing \

: : . :statements illustrate the attitude toward those‘who are perceived to' i o

.‘_:peOple to work A

"You seen that house he got? Well where do you thi.nk he got the

1
Bl - .

"money for that? It was from the government that s, where it came frmii.~

"Hector never did care about the people in this community. They

i ,.

°

'Cove, but they put it in [a nearby community] where there s no fish

L “That was Hector that done that cause he 8. fr,om there. "7"
5' ) Backbiting dclrected toward merchants or other community brokers S

c tends to. precipitate around observable facts rather than simply their

:‘_"‘-joccupational status. In fact, a merchant may be held :Ln esteem by the

._community if he has been observed to give generous credit nor profit

o i
-

._unduly from his business, and live in an unostentatious manner. Those s

tos

,who are obsarved to take excessive profits are severely criticized.

..‘. . . . - . P)

- ‘could be\argued, of course, that no one likes to be taken advantage of

.;there is an explanation for the display of nega.tive sanctions toward a

profiteer that is more tha’n fear of being exploited

"There s enough [logging] equipment to ‘.keep_ everyone busy in Port

'Hope Simpson, but the people that owns the equipment don t want to;put

: were go:!.ng to put a community stage in where, the fish was at in George 8-

' in sny saciety, but the pervasiveness of egalitarian relations suggests--

- T I
" have rieen above the mean :Ln terms of prOperty,. :anome or power. PR
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- world including human relations and ‘their econolny. Foster 8 interpretabion

influence 'security and safety, exist in finite quality and are always in

o v gty it s s L

short supply.. ve- fand that] there i.s no y direct‘ly wihhin peasant EOWer* S

G079 emall favors done for, ‘them in the past and" accused of bad .-3 S =

: economy, the model of "limited gbod" does aid the understanding of SaE -

: 4
. {
) N e — ' - \
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A model which may help explain this type of behayiour was developed by

Foster (1965) to explain the cognitive orientation of peasants toward their

. : Yoo

of the peasant world view is that they ha.ve an "Image of Limited Good" 'of

w1

which "all of the desired things in life such as land wealth health, 1:' R

friendship and love manlinessfand honor, reopect and statue power and

to increase the available q__ntities" (1965 296 author soemphasis) ) Szwed,‘j.’,-";”

(1966) applied Foster 8 model in an attempt to explain egalitarian . : N et

behaviour in. Newfoundland society BRI Tl oL - f".:_.‘;"_ SRETCY EAR

~ Asaociated with the conception of equality is what George'- _ R ,‘- ;
: "'Foster calls the "static 'economy.'" Valied 3oods and- resourc&ee‘;' N
" are conceived to be in' a fixed or: "static" state, with no- SEEEEEE TS &
e 'poss.ibility for expansion 'or developmént by local individuals.. STl
’ "‘I‘hose who attempt or . succeed ‘at increasing their. own -holdings R A
,are seen .to- be disrupting the Jbalance of local- resources.. One‘ - i d]

."'r.peroon 8. gain ‘must be. accomplished only at the loss of . others..': ‘,‘, L o o o
' .When: .some. 1ndividuals ‘show, obvious- gains, they ‘do’so at the "< - % e S
risk, of alienation, or; ‘at least, of being constantly reminded

- faith in: interpersonal relations (1966 81’)"" R P P eyt
> -;. Although it is increasingly debatable whether outport Newfoundland | o - :

[N

and Labrador fishing communities actually are enr.renched in a peaaant

' behaviour in societies ;t various sucio-—economic levels as 'foster, -';"'."- Y
;F..' himsel'f indieates (1965 311, fn: 5. "'- ) . ‘- L ' .
. s For example, a conversation with a 1ocdl man about the high cos.t

re revealed his attitude toward merchants ma—ki-ng what ( .




$E¥8 95 for 8- case‘of lube down- at the st:ore..' ‘l'hey always I

i} 5 ':-.v.t'

tr:l:es ho make ten bucke on a ;ieller.. It only cost them $21 te buy :Lt:.

EER -
ik a ;
..,.L-

That's what ‘I pay for :Lt [wholesal.e] 'I'hat: 5. why the merchants are rich,. -
. ) Y 3 VIR
) uI know t:hey re rich for ‘a. fact. That 8’ :he only reason they re .1.n :Lt.-l

o~ '. \. ) vt e i , .. "

Ten bucks on a caée'of lube" That B shock:lng, "that 1s.... And :I.t don t

"

I 'buy a caae every ndw and

St
...
«-‘-..

aga:ln [wholesale] aml I sell 11: in a week.. I could 'buy a whole lot of

I wauldn t be in :l.t for the money.

) . * el 35
. by & 2

,an even break " .; —

ﬁhile the egalitarian ethic may once haVe been adaptive for

counterproduct;l.ve eﬁfect today.

Y .' 0

. .,.this egalitarianism 'is not mspired by a noble 'humanism o'

.' .
'.;' .-

- even, by a t;heologically—based concept of £1n:2.te and humble men. 3 Instead

.,,..‘ .._.\ S AT " ot ,,_,....

equality fo: parishbners is an enforced standard... 8 Equal:l.ty. 3 .ia .ot °

e

o

.,;.~ - ‘... -5 ‘.. ,1._ N7

so much of an: ideology tﬁat: elevat:es the low t ‘to the level af the g,v’: 3

BL s e g
iy A|'4[ e - ..a. ‘I;-ll“f" .

highest, ,as it: 1s a mechanism thnt attempts to reduce the“h:l.gheat t:o the l,evel :‘
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activity is seen to ~lesd Jto. independence and fam:lly security.* The_', .‘_.': .'~'_-"\:'

. emphesis placed on, work for work's seke suggests that :l.t ie the véry

o the unequa]. distribution of material factors en.d human physical attributes.

““i"l‘his has caused a. split in the moral community between hard workers and

¥

S 5 S R
Not a11 people work equally as hard, nor are they able to, given g :

,‘basis for the evaluation of One 's status in the community. A ’l.’_l:"-’,.'-.“.' S

4

PR T

S R e e
L . D ‘“Chapter Summa‘ry” .
. _ "~': ‘ To what extent do ideological oriental:iOns influence perceptions of

* . ‘ status? In this chapter I heve explored this question by focusing ’ /

-: ‘.' . attention upon the Protestent work ‘ethic, réligious values and i ' |

F o ' denominational factionalism, and the egalitsrian ethic., All of these ._
: “ P eondition; ean-affect income level but a person s social status is more :
SO affected by his beha\;ioi:rijes_ —_‘ee‘en against the background of local ‘ o

V\' - ideology, than by t’he size of his income. "T'he fact that work religion,

: 2 and egslitarianiSm are of paramount importmlje in the perception of status g R

; ‘ is eviden;: :‘.rom the emphasis placed upon these 1deological considerations .‘.' .

| by residents., Unlike materisl and’ social conditions, empirical i ,_ ..1'.:_.". B ey )

o observetions of ide:)logic;al inf luence cannot be quantified '-Neverthelesé‘,:

"-j. ) .‘ a discussion of status behOOVeB an examination rof the ideology behind ‘it.- ’ |

l : The socio—economic enuiron‘ment ‘of the community shapes the ideology of "*" B

B ‘ ’ it:s residents. - . N . . o ‘ A . “' .' . L

. g ‘»’ ; Port Hope Simpson is a community with e high unemploy'ment rste and B A ‘-J

_:' an few full—time wege jobs. ' However, this situation does not promote 1
; idleness.‘ The reputation of being a hard ‘worker in all the taek;-‘_ ;: ff RN ' :
P ' associsted with the seasonal cyc:le is a. source of ptide to those who earn\ -

- ' one. Physical strength and willingtﬁss to work are highly vaerd. Work )
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‘ those who are ‘not. ‘Th‘e' ‘crowds known for prodigious work effort tend to

v 4 \ Dot K . S :._

distinguish themselves from the cro"ﬂs which do’ not have that reputation. R

[
' . ‘ . .

There is evidence that these crowds maintain separate social netwurks.

Social assistance and UIC are indicators of ‘a value—judgment of ‘a-

L]

person lg willingness to work. Generally, people regard UIC as a right

and an indicator of the amOunt of work the person has produced. For

) reasons which are acceptable to the community, some UIC claimants also

receive Social Assistance at certain times of the year. 'However except .

for the elderly and disabled those who live mainly on. Social Assistance '

. are negatively sanctioned by those who do not.

)

. impossibility of evaluating perfomance in single full time occupations.

unconsciously through reLigious values. ) Overt religious expression ia -

most frequent in the Pentecostal Church which plays an important patt in

The emphasis placed on evaluating the performance of work associated

with virtually any seasonal activity suggests that it compensates for the

e - Lt s

Unlike communities suddenly faced with job shortages, the common .

.y - "~

T manifestations of frustration caused by Unemployment appear to be absent.

!

The work ethic s behaviourally manifested consciously ox”

- . ot
; Lo .

v R o

. ma.ny people 8 spiritual social \n‘nd economic lives. Members -ofathe

Pentecostal Church tend to- have a separate socia.l network from- that of

non—members. Conflict between Pentecosts and non-Pentecosts has caused »

factions to. develqp.

'I‘he number of conversions to Pentecostalism has :anreased dramatically

since the church was, first. established in Port Hope Simpson.~ 'I.'he number

of social activitries and the emphasis -on’ personal expression suggest a b

o
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‘ compelling reason why the Pentecostal Church has become ‘50 popular. Church‘ C
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'to amass wealth and power, this ideology alone would keep such -

T T — ey
ORISR L S - R L PR

B s 1.1

-

"activitiee are highly organized into Bpecialized groups besed on ‘sex and

7

'_age, each with their own E‘tatus hierarchies and prestige positions.,‘ T-here

. 1s no counterpart to’ these etatusee in the Anglican Church or in ,Bepular .

£

'community orgnnizatioms.(L While non-Penteeosts may recognize some of . the

Pentecostal statuees, most likely they attach a. diffetent meaning to them. .

- I
’I‘o people firmly committed to the Pentecostal Church a sizeable

o

’.portion of their cash income goes to tithes and donat:ions. However, in ’(
' spite of the doctrinal phaeis on work: as a Chrietian virtue I have ‘
fougd no evidence that t:he work ethic ie any stronger amongst R

' l‘-‘entecosts than non—Pentecosbe. : ‘Furthermote, there is no evidenee ‘that

. one faction makes more money ‘than the other.

In fact, there is community pressure in the form of censorship and

‘ ,'gossip which prevents exceptional individual achievement.l The egalitarian .

;ethic ie counterproductive to strong comhmnity leadership. ' Egalitarianiam

o

~is P force which prevents the formation of formal authority and' power

- _j~'positions.‘ Even if. optimum material ‘and eocial conditions made it possible

,

jachievement from being acceptable to the community. T N

y B . R
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_ Conclusionms ' .. - . . .

B
- This etudy explores conditiona which can affect socio—economic .
- at‘atus in Port hope Simpson., Neither all the cndditions affecting

statue nor é\ll the community valuea affecting behaviour ‘have, begn .
went;rated and perhaps,' thig is not -even possible. Nevertheles's,"the‘ '
"'data presented are helpful to explain ‘the goals people set and why they ’

.:_\behave as they do. -

Each of the variables included under the headings of material

f\‘aocial and ideological conditions have the capability of affecting

- ’,_‘one s-economic level. Certainly economic level ie important to social g

\ o statua, ‘but it should now he appatent that income is not the only means:"
’by which .a person ia identified. Instead‘ a combination of factora‘
e iare used as. criteria to, evaluate one s total Btatus. The way a'mah
communicates his statua, how he is able to influence others, the extent
of. his reciprocal relationships, the number of his children, the
' reputation of his crowd' the size of his' snowmobile, his patticipation
'-‘:in Pentecostal activities are some of the factors. This would explain

why a highly productive fiehetman may not be highly esteemed by’ the

v',community or why a welfare recipient, through his non—monetaty actions, -

N S L TR 2 I O L |
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o mey be accorded prestige.

basis for. Judging him in relation to t:heir values ‘end experience

‘ typ ical-

R U S U IR o

. 4
s

. The observable behaviour patterns of an individual give others some '7
I a
middle class suburban community, a tnan 8 neighbours commonly
judge him by the style of his honie and automobile, the eppearance of his -
lawn .and shrubs, and his occup,at ion because they, likely, do not know 5

(SN

him personally. On. the other hand in a community like Port HOpe '

e Simpson where community relations are carried out on a. personal basis, .

many more personal traits are readily observable ’ This enables a resident

to compile a mental portfolio of the positive and negative aspects of the . ° -

total being of other community members. More‘over, there are indices L

.0‘.

i Specific to the tra.dition lifestyle, and economy of a community - its

' culture - which are used to gauge people 8 socio-economic status.

”

The ’

discovery of these indices is vitel sq_ythat one can perceive a semblance
' ‘ R

of order in dealing with the conmunity._ . ".T . T

: Due ‘to the great number of factors affecting status and the .

N . variations in community vamues, a. compilation of material, social and

i,deologi.cal veriables cannot produce a formula for success, nor can S

L

{
these variables serve as ‘a basis for ranking all community members on a-

status hierarchy. . The co;nplexity of the problem cen be understood when ’ j",_' E

- one considers tha.t not only do’ different people attach a different importance

fisherman but may be weighted differently by another fishermen.

t:o a factor, but the 1ist of factors varies among people even of the same ’

.0

community.' For exatlnple, fishing skills generosity output of physical

labour, and boat building skills may be of° equal importance to one
A woman",.' 3
child merchant

~or schoolteacher might attach importance to fo'ur completely . .
[ T '

N . > . -
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Ii R o ‘A . d iffelent variablee. . Furthermore, the criterie coneidered important :Ln e

‘the evaluation of " ‘a leea familfiar peraon might seem relatively

. - oy
K - s P

[T ! unimportant i.n the evaluation ]of a friend or close family member. e

Perhaps a much more scier’xtifically rigourous model of commun.ity

e
‘

N status could be developed if people were asked to identify, say, four

St e

'_qualities that they consider important in the evaluatiorx of -a person s

- -status -afid were qsked to tell what percentage of - importance each of the

. 7. )
o qualities has. After collating everyone s weighted responses, .a

'community-norm would emerge.( Most likely, however the me{hodology needed

to accomplish this would be unwieldlyand it would require a tremendous
- |

':"'.amount of understand,ing of. the obj ectives of the reaearch on the part of

1

v

PR A Sy SRP R AUR EN

N '

‘informants in order to produce a tnue picture. .

1

) However, the data presented ‘po int out some unique considerations .

i
-
B

|./\. N

E

L. to the eocio—economic atatus hierarchy of Port Hope Simpson. A strictly
: S

'empirical account relating material conditions to income 1eve1 uould have .

.revealed obvious conclusions._ Nothing is startling about concluding

‘ . .
-t v R l

s

l_-'thet the more income eamers t:here are in a household the more money the '_ T
h :household has.: By extending the research base to include eo<:ial a8 well

i
a8 economic elements some interest ing comparisons can be drawn bet\geen those

- 'who are highly regarded by the comr\nunity and’ thoge who™ are not.

People in propitious material circumstances are not always on the v

"l-Upper end of the Bocio-economic ecale.‘ Take. for example Henry.._

5

RN o People always apeak well ‘of} Henry and his family.' He lives in a tiny,

f.dilapidated old house with his wife and seven children. The k:!.('.chen .

floor 1s 20, heaved up by the frost that the front door has to be "

propped shut with a shovel The area eround his house is strewn with ': o o P

i ; : .




e o
R .o .

‘ oil harrels, engine parts ,and various other items recognizable only to s L

._Henry and,. his family 'Hia outside home is less well kept.

'Unfortunately the fish have nc‘né ‘come- to his berths in the quantities

'«'._',‘they have in the “past. Yet, in the. summer, - he and. two o£ his sons put

R B < , . 0

. in long daya. ' They are alvays "busy at’ the fish v .' In the fishing oL
) »off season, ﬁIC is’ supplemented with welfare to make ends meet. Still '

T he continues to put in long days at seasonal tasks - if not for h:l_mself ‘
P ) 1 : K
T L and his family, then for others. He is always cheerful though his work

R e f f

: ‘ o - keeps hi_m from talking at length. Although Henry has been sgved in the -

. Pentecostal Church he attends services less often than hia wife and is

' TR . . 'not active in church affairs. The attitude displayed- toward his role

ki e y in the community by others indicates he has a rather high status.
On the other hand Jack is leas well thought of, although both
2 "'_,Henry and Jack face some similar socio-economic conditions. Jack' ; ,;. ' 3

"_\ o ‘fishing income is approximately the same as Henry 8. Both are: heavily

*

. in debt to loeal atores . Neither is active in church affairs Both are

‘\_ . known as hard workers and good fishermen. Jack. however, haa only two

SR S, -
R

children to aupport " His. Mesonite sided houae -was built three years ago

and was newly equipped with store—bought kitchen cabinets, bathroc:m

Dot T

IR o fixtures, ap{bliances, and furntture. Jack has a reputation of being a

- R 'tightwad and has been observed to avoid helping his brothers build

¥

L & new fishing stage 1 interpret community opinion to indicate that his :

RN S atatus is. such, lower than Henry .

One might oonclude that the community does not accept what they

perceive as ostentatious diaplay of living styles nor do they favourably

) e regard miserly behaviour. Perhapa theae are the factors that separate .

L. Co A’ i . _~V,'. _ ool e e
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. . P . N . o . - . . - . . . . . .



v -

N Sy - Jack froin Henry; but there are , many other factors- which cen ovetride the ‘ ,
. . . . ) . . ) . . o:

",effects of cOnsp‘icyous consumption and self—centered behaviour. In another>'.'\_k

‘ " example, both Paul and Hugh live in newly built houses and are observed to

. \ hd

. ' 0 z . .
work equally.‘as hhrd, but Paul has much more fishing gear, more.boata, o o

. more productive berths, and more. sons who are hia sharemen. Paul is more

.\"of a patriarch in the community and has nore influence over others than .

1 ‘ . 0 )

. Hugh does, even though he is tw° years younger than Hugh. Ostensibly,
b ’ this is because Paul has charge of the largest fishing operation that the

) community» can accept within the framework of its,id_eology, Consequently,
~ L] -« . . e,

, his exper tise is greatly respected r

‘.'~° ' “This points to ‘the idea that exceptional performance of< a role of

". minor importance (either except ionally good or exceptionally bad) can

@

outweigh performance in those rolea most valued. General-ly, people wauld

o .- . say that ‘the size of the crew or amount of fishing equipment is of- little

(LN

'."'consequence to’ status. Yet, Paul is kﬁown for these things. ,
1s Paul's status baaed on ounership of property, Iiigh production

in the fishery* or control of a large crew? .1Is Henry accorded a high .

~.statue because ‘he 18 a hard worker or because he- lives in a very humble

manner? Or, is - statue related more directly to some  aspect of personali.ty? b

Other examples would raise still more questions gbout hov status is
kg

actually determined and prove how frustratimg a .search fot reasons behind )

a particular pereon s Status can be.

~

>

The issue of how status is determined dis elusive because it is . L
L : 1 : AR Lt P
A determined subj ectively‘. " There seens to be- a gap Between what people. '

'ﬁsay is important to status and how they actually determine it. Undoubtedly,

o 3 o this is an area which bears further study.. Nevertheless, it is,appe_xrent

B e n T e — - - 7 : s e .
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