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. 'I‘he study J.S dnnded 1n‘tb t-hree separate. sectn.ons,

L _ Commum.ty publlc places and their respectlve

N T f ’ ’. { . "‘, . s : —‘ | - "' . R T .
° . R . ..L . v 1‘~
Pl . ' > L, - -
. , ' Pl ' N ‘ q ' ..‘¢_»
RN .- ¢ . THESIS. ABSTRAC'I‘ "_ “ e o
P HARBOUR DEEP - A SPATIAL ANALYSIS VRN
’ The 1ntent of thls thes¢s is “to study a commun:l.ty .

in terms of how its :mhab:.tants lnteract through space, e

R Coo

: and the effect of va.nous physn.cal atructures on the e

. . . N P

'J.n‘teractlon of the J.nd:.vz.dual and the grgup,. G '.-'_

P N
i

:' . The a.spects of a cultural spat':iai situatlbn Whlch

"are covered J.n th.xs study are. s RERTIR ",' PR

House locatlon ' LT : R

Areas of J.nteractn.on w:.thin the house itself

' RIS . L

rCultm:al correlates of spat:.al constmetlons

- -,

VJ.Sltlng patterns R 2 R

r. "y , Lo .

‘.\, o characterlsﬁtics ;for J.nteractlen:on- a commum.ty
"scale. SRR
- »cOmmumty attl;:udes toward olivzhers‘ ‘ .
PhYSlCal and att:.tudlnal factors of"lsolatlon N
B Sexual d:.fferent:.atlon based v\.;pon séatial usage ‘ ﬂ
~Iand knowledgf ".. B ) N ‘. ‘ 3
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_Communlcatl_on'! says:

"CHAPTER 1 s . a L

Introduction - . .

It began uncomfortably quiet, the
"good mornings muted in the long room.
The room was both ‘extravagantly long
and as light as though we were sitting .
v .in the open air, since one s1der was
all window, looklng southwards onto an
- arena~like court. ' The unrelieved
;.11ghtness of the room - I had thought e ‘
on-gccasions before this' one - drew . . N
‘-.-_.people apart, not together... The
"stable was bad  for: J.nter'(uewz.ng, far -
- too. long, .the: candldate (or ; -that .. ,
‘ ... morning,. the appe;llant) muach: too’ far D
'~ .0, -‘awdy. - Arpold- ‘Shaw, - although a good T
- ‘-._;‘.chalrmap. was a bad 1nterv1ewer. Lo .
i"',-, Lo GP Snow ' -
: ' ' T.he Sleep of Reason

N -n . . ) v -
Spatial ‘arrangements .and f,eatu_res can serve many

purposes, and engender many.emotions. Space can alienate’

[

) and isolate, or group 'aind unite. “It can create feelings-

of helplessness or . of‘ futllrty, as well as of warmth and -

k]

well-—belng Spat:.al emotﬁons are famrl:.ar to s a11, but .
rema:.n for the most part u.nenunc:.ateld and essentlally ) - S
out—of-—awareness“ (Hall) My fasclnatlon WJ.th space and | N
1ts percept:.on on the level of overt awareness and as a -

social cue began w:.th an afternoon broyse through the

unwers:.ty book store, where I came upon The H:deen Dmension

(1966) by Edward T Hall. ThJ.S book exc:.ted my’ J.nterest and »

started my questlons. Hall 1n hlS chapter on "Culture as




. departure for my

The central theme of this book- is
social and personal space, and man's
perception of it. Proxemics is the
téerm I have coined for the interrelated
observations and theories of pan's use
of space as a specialized elaboratlon
of culture (1966 1) . .

d.

I found that the fstudy of cultural space united my background;‘

in physical anthr’opology, my, interest in human ecology, and

[ o7 .

e

of" hous;ng and co(mmunlty Tlie mode‘rn efnphasi:s'on relevance

"'has left no dlsmpline ~untouched and beyond respon51bilYty

[ 3

'jHall s materlal’ prov:.ded the foundatlon and the porm-,,\f

P
g
|

fl,eld work, and thes‘:.s .S'lej ect Because of
I .

',.'.the relatlve newness L Of 'research 1n thlS specrflc area of

. anthropology, Hall a.Ls the pnmary sourde for ‘thosé who are

now interested in space perceptlon.
. ' P

. \

" My choice of field work location was almost as
accidental. as my .discovery of Hall. There ‘grere certain

factors that dicrated and limited my possib'lle area of work.

[‘ s

I wanted to- reduce the number of variables in the soc1a1

’ d

. settlng in order to better approach the spatJ.al world of the

1nhab1tants. Thus, it was desu:able that I flnd a communlty

((- -

'tha,t was small (500 people or less), and of only a smgle ‘
.réllglon. I also wanted an 1solated communlty because

1solatlon in ltself is an 1ntr1gu1ng spatlal d.unensmn. " The ;

-

number of J.solateé communit:.es in terms of veh:.cle

connect:.ons in Newfoundland J.S cont:.nually decreas'f‘ng as the

roads are' ext_ent_ied.- Through a series of personal referra_ls

and helpful contaé;:s, Harboux "De.ep was b_rought up as .a.A

oMy concern for pr’esent social problems,,e'sp_ecie‘lj.y in the areas o




.

ppssible area ?or redsearch.. "I contacted one of the university-
students from the community, and was immediately impressed,
,with his' friendliness and‘ﬂen'couragemént that I go to the
.community. All of my ,p.rerequisites were met in Harbour Deep,
50 my choice was made. 1 was in the field f_or approximately
five months ' (from-July to November} . Wit‘h dne five day trip

to St.'John-"s in/ pctober. I spent\Chrlstmas and New Year

YA
of that year (1971) 1n the. commun]l\t}', returnmg for three

:, weeks at that tlme. A more ;deal spot could ot %ave been

chosen from both a. personal and an. academ:.c standpoint. o

ThlS thesxs J.s a "‘11V1ng (].earn:.ng" plece o‘f work o

Much oﬁ my theoretlcal nalVete was d:.spelled when actually-‘. -

confronted w1th a fleld work s:.tuatlon, and equally much of .

. theo’retlcal 1mportance was. galned from observat:ron of . and
part1c1patlon in' the dally affalrs of Harbour Deep . In the.
fleld one goes through (rar:l.ous stéges of certa:mty and |
confusmn——and hopefully returns with healthy respect for
both' No, clalm is made” for objectlvrtf as even statlstlcs '

can be varlously 1nterpreted, but- rather the :quluence of

th‘e subjectlve self is recognlzed, and modlflcations made w1th

thJ.s 1n._m1nd. After the f:.eld work comes the real task--the

l

setting dowh of materla], in some coherent cohes:.ve form,. -
baiancmg between mcludlng too much (and bor:.ng my reader) and
e)ccludlng too much (thus leaVJ.ng out the meat th.ch covers the
bare bones) whlle at the sa.me\ tlme clearly outllnlng the
proposunon and the supportlng data. A thesis then is not as
clearcut a case as it may seem--for the quest:Lons are. many and
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often times difficult. The reward is in attemtpirg to deal
with a6 reality that‘ is perhaps cdiffe'rent: fi‘om one's own, in

an understanding and sens:.t:l.ve way, feeling *in the end that
the effort has been mentally and emotlonally satisfying.
Al lowing for these factors, a thes:,s can be approached from

i
the proper \perspectxve, w:.th an eye'to the actual s1tuat10n.

P . ! . ]

"v . s el B o . ;_: o ‘ . ’ .'.:’. ‘e ".“\ o / R TR B .'. ‘ S
] 5 .Baqu-r@und- .lL.l.rterat,u_r,e_ AR ML .
_ :1‘ s oo '. T - . i - : ““' ["“ A x-" L e "_' by . :,'v
/ SO R ' H

o -')"'..".people from d.l.ffEIEnt culd!ures-": ERAP
' ot ‘only .speak d1fferent ]languages but, .-

..7 -vyhat is posmbly more. amportant, inhabit’ ”.‘_.',;, .
different sénsory worlds. Selective e R '

. screening of sensory data. .admits "some’

. things while fllterlng out' ‘others; sQ

K . that experience as it is perceived . .
' “through one set’of culturally, patterned

sensory screens is quite different from''

exper:.ence perce:.ved through another e
' . E.T. Hall " - - '
The Hidden Dlmensa.on

™
v

: Man has many ways of aeallng w1th the phy51calv

world armmd hJ.m, a WOrld of. objects,- people and sensatlons_ ST a

'Although hlS actlons are b:Lolog:Lcally based, the experlenclng

“of thlS world ‘is molded and modlfled hy hlS respect1've culture,

and therefore hls neactlons to var:.ous situat:.ons vary from oo

culture to culture. ThJ.s cultural va;r:.atlon 1.n perceth.on and :

'response is. the mam theme of E '1‘ Hall's The Hld.den DJ.men51on

. 1n th.ch he noted that each culture spec:.f:.cally orders and

L

S B e 1 Ganae B At M
ST ees e , DU

i

o lerve,




", what could be term:'d "unconscrous" act;.on, or reactlon. This i

1) ."0 g 1 A. ...". ‘: P. . ) ) ~..Av _l A-. -:‘

. ! N ’ R - . < -
*‘ 1 ‘."‘ - l‘u ‘ ‘5

...'/ deflnes the physucal world 1n terms .of its-' OW'nfparticular S

{
¢ 5 .

PR

spatlal arrangements. . Man utlllzes a multltude of spat:Lal
, .

dlstances m hJ.s everyday world, and SpaClng 1tself acts as

.. communlcatlon and 1nformat10n.«, Thn.s elaborate but well

understood system of commu:mcat:.on—-:l. el the use of space—-ls

K
- F

for the most part x covert cha.nnel J.n that :Lt lles 'IJ.n that

Ty

"J.ch 1s v"out-of-awareness, " man:L f,ested in

I‘u -

of work and research Spat1a1 concepts are an mtegral part
..... . ol .‘ I .
of blOngY, arch:.tecture, psychologyl_aerodynamrcs, urban

desrgn——to name a few--as well as anthropology ':):‘he deflnltlons.

of space used by these dLVerse dlsclpllnes vary w:Lth the\ .

- - -

i agplicatlon from the mathematxcal to- the ph:.losophlcal,

'\

,\‘

S "‘
clar:.f:,ed m order tp ascertam wfmat J.nformatron 1.s pertlnent.

~. Integrat1on occurs between the biologlcal and the soclal

s {- \' . v-" - : t A \. !
concepts of space, and Hrlda Kuper malntalns-' .:';:"‘ R
'.' '. \ Here it s necessary £o. point:}:.: R

. out that -the concept of :gpace a8
TN . v defined and .developed. by phllosophers
TN _-'»_-u_‘and géientists’ must not beé confused .
coe a0 ,w:.th the - experiences of spaceé, ‘that -
R :'~J.S, the wvalues attathed througﬁ facts
T SO “of! socidl’ and personal ex:.stence, and”
B eplstemologrcally we. must :be- wary not
sy o to equate” spacé as-a feature of the
© 7 . -physical’ (tangibile) world with: 'socua .
sPace' (personal communicatlon 1971)

N FF

:Lt 1s at th:.s point that d:l.fferences :Ln approach must be

dealt wx.th J.n varlous ways by those J.nvolved 1n' varymg fleldst- Lo

3
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--‘Thus, thJ.s thes:.s shall concern 1t5elf pnmarlly w:.th space as _

"'1t lS soc:l.ally conce:.ved and derJ.Ved, although 1t J.s necessary i T

- '% In the followmg dlscussmn, space from a varJ.ety
f of 'vz.ewpoz.nt w:Lll be the subject of analysis. Th:.s does not R

. jl‘-,represent a comprehen81ve review of\ multidn.sexpllnary Spatlal

these outs:.de dlsc1pl.1nes\l Each of tne sectz.ons follow:.ng

;\ and modern man, J.n such works as The »'I.'er'rltorz.al imperatlve

n o e : v
5 - R . -t ——
. : TN 2 P -
, e i \ . o ‘ [
.* - N s < .
3 R . . o ,
LS S sl - " v N -
. ; B ' - e {
N W, “ - - O . \ .
‘ . \ K . . . : S -
. . . ) (’ i .
! 3 sl .
o R - e 6 I . J‘\‘
v ' . . [ - .
, ‘ <~ - : .
R . : - A 3 :
e \ * 1
‘< 3 i

' ‘W .
. to 1ncorporate conc:epts ga.Lned from stud:l.esﬂ ot.her than \ R ( Ty
-h-socn_al scn.ences. . ‘The phys:Lcal world and J.ts rélatlonsh:.p to" i ,‘.-.q:_,__;_.j O

. the soc:.al is ahother aspect of“'spade that must be cons:.dered._, S \

e

Y
N

- - LR R

; B ’ . M

.concepts, but rather affords a. look at some of the work that

0’.

.,;

has been done ln other flelds. -°- Thls J,s an lmportant

..,

"

dlscusuon to 1nc1ude J..n an anthropologlcal work, for much‘. .f" / R
S A x .

about the nature of the sp.at:.al world has. been gathered fr0m

prov:.des a top.Lc f.or an 1n-depth rev;ew, but for our purposes BRI PR
Lo ! ."\ B " 5 - RS
1t 1s enough to present some of the background 1nformat10n

..),'

L wh:,ch acts as a foundat:.on ,for later mater:.al. \r : ' I - :
) Much of the present :.nterest in the spatlal world _‘.\53 _;.
as a factor ;m beahvior came from the WOrk of biologlsts and ..‘-

ethologists, and the:.r study of terrltorlallty J.n anlmals other Sl

than man. *'HenrJ. Hedlger (1950) stuthed both terrltorlallty

I T
T N :

and dom:.nance behavxor

.p.»

these related to the limJ.tJ.ng of '_ ‘
aggress:.on / These behavmral tra:.ts have been applled to earJ.y 1

. .
.
'~\\ MOEYRE

\‘ ‘.

(Ardney\1966) and "'Berrltorlality of Patlents on av Research
T \. N ._,,'.\'

Ward" (Esser et all, 1965) Chapple 1n hls Cultune and

’.

B;,ologlcal Man.‘: Exploratmns 1n Behav:l.oral Anthrogol

J - - Nyt :
dlscusses the number o:E concepts from Behav:.oral BJ.ology that .

T
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have had a marked influence‘on_SQCial Anthropology, listing

territoriality as one of them, and states:

. As Ardrey takes pleasure in pointing
, Tout, recognition of the crucial part“played
by the struggle for personal space has
relegated to oblivion the idea that sexual
relations are the cement of society (1970:X).

N . ) s .
Some of,c@urse’find_this statement ridiculous, but it does

A}

“ \ . - ) . [3
hresent another viewpoifit as well as examining some assumptions.

r

L From/E biological .point of vi ,fcpapple also recognizes the

- .infinence of éﬁltgral studies of space upon hehavioral (

:anthropology, and puts emphasis on the physical measnring of

R . \ :
* human space~. He maintains that: . N

Personal Space is part of a contlnuum
v >_ with personal territory, and operates , .
© ¢ //~ similarly to regulate the occurrence of -
- N interaction (1970:166). *As growing up
- goes on, the individual acquires/a fa{,greater
* . repertoire of ‘spaces, and in;{yzgtion
_ patterns performed w1thin,_ il a wide
v vgriety of spatial situations have become -
ssociated with spe01fic interactions
(1970:175). . I

;éﬁé igportance of spading is seen in terms of interactional
pfeSabilitie§, and the zftect that distance has upon these

-~ probabilties. :Behaeiofa; anthropolog& thus concerns itself
q} _with han's biolegical propertieéé as weli as his cultural

»modifications. , P

P +  The development of the study of space. has caused

I3

2great-changes 1n the orientation of the existing disciplines.
< Besides eth%logists and behaviorists, early workers in
afrception such as B;unsw;ck (1956) and Vernon (1952) were.

concerned with the expekiencing of space; apprbaéhing it as

i A s o e =

. ._)4'_"
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an ecologic variable--thus laying the groundwork for further

psychological studies concerned with man, the individual, and

Al

his environment. Vernon (1952) stated that individuals

¢

construct the perceived world as far as possible in accordance

~with the maintenance of the maximum of stability, endurance,

and consistency. The emphasis here on construction of a

perceptual world led to a recognition that the relationship

between the physical outside world ("reality") and the mental
inside'world was dependent'on the individual. Anthropologists
added the culturél‘diménsion. This concept of a constructed
world in terms of indi§idua1 petception was expanded, and
directed at i&terpersonal stqdies. Such works as Ecological
Psychology (Barker:1965) and "Further Studies in Small Group
Ecology"‘(Sommer:l965) denote a growing use of a previously
biological c?ncept,'applied in a psychological sense. Space
and epvifonment provide the setting for the individué; and his
psyche. Through this type of study, space became redeflned as
it related to tme psychological make up of the individual in
his dealings w1th an external world. Sommer, the best known
of the spatially oriented psyéhologists, placed the individual
in terms of group and soéial interactional patterns, stating‘
that: | |
p) Because .social and spatfﬁl orders .

serve 51m11ar functions, it is not surprlslng

to find spatial correlates of status levels,

and conversely, social correlates of spatial

positions (1969:17).
He uses the terms. "sociopetal"” and "sociofugal” to point out

-

the orientation of the individual in space. Socidpetal space




)

orients everyone to the center, whereas sociofugal space draws

those in a group apart. Sommer in his work analyzes the defense
* ]

of territory, the effect of leadership on seating arrangements,

conversation distances, etc. His outlook appears to be

socio-psychological, and thus many of his concepts overlap those
: & o

of the sociologists. In dealing with the group he:.says:

- Small group ecology is particularly
sulted to crogs-cultural studies since
spatial arrangements can easxly and

- " reliably be recorded using 1nexpen51ve .
photos as well as‘diagrams. and moving - 4
pictures, and such recordings do not
depend on ‘the use of language or
extensive famlllarlty with the culture- .

(1969 69). , ‘

r:—

S

This is a clear illustration of the interdisciplinary nature
of spatial studies as it involves a comprehensive whole. Space

becomes meaningful not only in biological and psychological

w

terms, but also as it relates te man in his social situations.

N

Sociolog%sts, especially on the Canadian scene, have

taken social space,to be of fundamental importance, seeing its
effects on the'political front, in the home, and 'in the public

¥
and private realms (SOClal Space: A Canadian Perspective,

bPavies and Herman, eds., t97l) Sociologists have also

attempted;to create a framework using space as a measureble

variable. In Stinchcombe's Constructing Social .Theories (1968)
‘ :

space is the basis for the utilization and development of what

he.ca&ls "functiohal theories." There are causal connections

between structures, consequences of those structures, ?nd

-

tensions which may interfere with thosé consequences.
=== 2n= Wk /

Stinchcombe uses, the term -"focus of attention" and deals with

. ll.\/'

e e e

Bt
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"their llVlng space, which in thlS partitular- 1nstancebwas the

. areas, nodes,‘edges, paths, bouyndaries (to list a few_of his -

) - 10

the causdl impact of a situation according to the type of tghi ]

‘that are present, and the definition of the setting from the '

.

participdhts' viewpoint. He transforms these situations into
causal  terms, where one variable is seen as affecting.another.
Hi's is an attempt to define and calibrate environmental affects,
for which he develops'a mathematical formula for computation.
This is one of the directions that spatial studies are taking.
We have alreaéy noted that the
monopolizing of foci of- attention,
with its consequences for the’ o
relatlonshlp between cultural-content, .
, and social structure, is intimately ‘
related to physxcal arrangements. | ‘ e
(Stlnchombe 1968: 245) : ‘ . . b
Here is the p01nt at whlch archltecture 1ntertw1nes with the
social 51tuat10n, and +the po;nt at which archltects directly

affect human interaction. ~

Traditionall§ architects have applied space in moxe
general .ways, to larger wholes such as -urban arees, dealing
with physical properties rather than;social Qnesf. Some of
these such as Frank .Lloyd erght have developed soc1al
applications for their work through the design of 1nd1V1dua1
homes, but for, the most part the emphasis has beenxon the
physical cﬁafacteristics‘of a settiﬁé.f Kevin Lynch (Image of :
the City, 1960) "united the broad outlook anpd the.speciéicslty S &5

attempting to define the ways in which.people conceptualize . i

city. He used lndncators such as inner and outer dlrected

I3l

terms) on a city scale rather than on an intérpersonal level,

. N

—_——— [ = Lok



_Patterson (1968) dlscussed sPatlal factors and social

-

and found that the image of the ¢ity--how it was conceived to

be--varied according to the'personal lifestyle and perception

Therefore, while noting the ) *\\\UIN‘-\\

flexibility of human perception, it:
.must be added that outer physical

shape has an equally important role. : !
There are environments which invite

or reject attention, while facilitate

or resist organization or \
differentiatjon (1960:136).

of the subject.

Lynch thus dealt with‘coghition of -physical properties . on an
. A - ) - . . \

‘e

urban scale.
Individual variation ihrperqéption»of the urban
enviréonment was expanded and‘generalized socr%logicallY‘by‘

\ - '

Michelson:

T et CLRCLIAD G AR

Fried and Gleicher have pointed
out quite rightly that different .kinds
of people will use the same spatial
patterns in quite different ways .
depending on their orientation. For
example; working classes will use a
street as living and congregating
space, while ‘the middle classes will
use it as a corridor to: travel elsewhere.
The walls of homes are perceived as

" much stronger by middle class. people
since ‘less of their everyday' living _
} is carrled out in ‘the street (1971:29).

In this case-space and 1ts use 1nd}cated ¢lass structure, an

-

aspect of society which differs according to the ‘segment of %
the population. Sociologists are now carrying their interest

in "the definition of the situation"  (Berger -ahd Luckmann 1967)

to includé'the larger spatial séttihg of social action

throughout the various levels of soCLety and .institutions.

. .
'l . , - . - . . N .
. ' - X . . « ) .
. s ;- e e ey RIS EI
. P - o . - . L " ‘. N A N
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.Kuper maintains that there is very 11tt1eegust1f1cat10n for.

¥y . . 12

\SOme‘environment, sOme.small groups; etc. but the underlylng . . %ff

" theme is that of the soc1a1 communlcatlon and behav1or

‘Before choosing "proxemics," Hall considered,the~possibiiity of
" terms such as human topology, Chaology (the study of boundaﬁiesy,

'lchorlology (the study of organlzed space) but chose proxemlcs o '-‘ o

intéraction from a sociological perspective, reviewing the
existing literature.” He found that spat1a1 arrangement serves
to:communicate general knowledge about the interaction of

individuals. Small group ecology is of general-interest as

.

an 1mportant aspect of human soc1a1 life. -

[

From these various bits and pieces o( the background

P

literature for this particular spatial Study, a patchwork‘ !

approach to the ‘question of space is ev1d‘ht, depending on . TR &

e "

the author's tralh;ng and porht,of view. Some study structure,

\

o N -

.
;nherent in the spatial congtruct. An archltect wants his

design to "say somethlng" tﬁ his-eclient and public jUSt as

-~ v

the soc1ologlst is concerned w1th what - lntra group dlstrlbution -

1

says about the composition of that group. Wlth this

ihtroduction of space ;n interd;scipliqary terh;, anthropologyis
contribotions to"the.spatiai dimensionlof man will be discussed. -
) E.T. Haii was oné of the'first to apoly the.conceot :

of terrltorlallty to man hlmself Proxemics was-the term-he‘:. o
dev1sed to re}er to that area of behav1or wh1ch was defined SR
as spatlal actlvity.’ Hall has deflned proxemics as the area \/ ‘ ,;.

. » o I . :
of study of how magihas unconsciously structured microspace. -

because the word 1tself gave the reader an ldea of the’ subjeet.

.
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u51ng a term such as proxemlcs which 1solates all that ; ) i
behav1or of man 'which relates to space- just as there would be-
little ]ustlflcatlon'Ln segregating all'thatAwhlch relates to-
time,fand putting it~under one.-term for'cross-cultural.study:

) The term is new but the fieid_contents are not (1972).
- From the anthropological literature she ines an outiine.of the

-development of the 5001al space concept w1th the basrc .

orlentation stemmlng Erom Durkhelm. From the more general fleﬁd

\
‘

N .‘h- Hall separates the spatial system, - Whlch he then dlvzdes lnto ;
o . three subsystems.‘ flxed-feature, seml f1xed-feature, and . f". B

'f"ptj.-: Vi 1nforma1 space.‘ The ratlonallzatlon for these lelSlQnS depends_‘: -

- L

on the c0mmunicatrve and non-verbal aspect of space. ”}'

- Fixed-feature space 1s that whlch has relatlvely permanent
bounds, whether v151ble or 1nv1srble~~the archltectural.
features Seml—flxed feature;space lS that which is organlzed
accordlng to\the pos1t10n1ng of movable ogbects, of which
small group ecology and leadershlp potentlal\are a part.-
Informal space dis the area of personal spacesj Hall malntainsl

- ft, that the contrast between spatlal spheres and terrltory is.

'~that terrltory is flxed 1n pOSlthn.,“Whlle spatlal spheres

A

are in constant flux.Hafl movrng 1n the dlrectlon of ' S “ﬁ

quantlflcatlon, developed a system for the notatlon of proxemlc N o

-

behavror (1963) whrch relled on elght measurable Varlables _F
s > -~ N ' R
to descrlbe the dlstances whlch are employed 1n rnteractlon.

"

' Chapple (1970) feels that Hall compllcates the 1ssue w1th too \

]

-

. many sensong,;mputs, that all the 1nd1v1dual essentlally has
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is hearing, sight, and touch. Both of these researchers deal
with personal space; on a physical, blologlcal foundatlon o
" Watson' and Graves (1966) conflrmed Hall's system of notation,
throhgh-a controlled' laboratory experiment, using Arabs anpd
Americans as the subjects in cross-cultural observations.
(See watson‘1972 for a cumprehensiVe'giscussien on Proxemics);
o ;a It sgeﬁs that on the subject of space," the biologist{f
'7is”cencerﬁed-With-the chdiCe ef living site and sbrrespehding
. adaptatlon. The archltect w1shes to build. a new 11v1ng space.
; But the 5001a1 scxentist hopes to uuderstaud the present
1
. thlS brlef discuss1on ‘of space‘ln the llterature gives ‘one - -
SOme idea of the dlvers1ty in backgrcund, and the many
. various approaches whrch may be taken in a study of spatial
'jﬁfactors.~ Using'theafoundation of referenceslas_preSented,_ ,
we must’nou move on to the_structure.ef the thesis at hand,

"and its particular framework and methods. - . .

C " Appreach

ThlS thesis is primarlly descrlpt;ve in nature. The
theoretigg}‘excerpts given above in my. dlscu531on of )
”"Background Lrterature“ acqualnt the reader W1th some of "the
ﬁarlety of concepts concernlng the nature of space as a

‘ cultural d1mens10n. .g*‘

-
. adaptation in order to better plan new 11v1ng SpaCes. Hopefully.f

SNSRI VAL URUOUE G J OO WU
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As the foundation for thelﬁield work in Harbour -
Deep, I drew upon the works of Robert Som@g@ and Kevin Lynch, .
along with E.T. Hall. Chapple (1970) provides the

fundamentals for further: work along more measured and

.statlstlcal lines, but the primary focus of this study is

on the cultural and social aspects .of spatial use in a

patticular'Newfoundiand éommunity. Sommer's work on space.

.percéBt;Qp/;;;;Ides a framework for the relatlonshlp

' between archltecture (construction or space) and 1nteract10n

as wéll as by taking in;o account some of their values and

«patterns and hlS thoughts on’ "small group ecology“ 1the.

lnteractlons and dynmalcs of deflned groups in relatlon to
their env1ronment) were also helpful. This concept of “small
group ecologyﬁ is‘especiaily useﬁﬁl, for example, when‘:
describinq the intetaction pattefns of those in the
merchant's'shop'(see'chepter III}/Z Lynch's material provides
background on the’ communlty 8 actual images of itself and .
its spat1al network. S v '

o . The usual method of. the anthropologist--participant

observatlon--was employed as well . In this'researéh I\dg§5£gs : ‘.

to present the spat1al world of the 1nhab1tants of Harbour | \;_\J;

.Deep, by observ1ng thelr 1ives at home and in thelr comhunlty

i
experiences. From the l;terature 1ntroduced in the precedlng
section it.is, apparent that ‘there are many aspects of spatlal v
study as a cultur@l dlmen51on (1ron-verbal communlcatlon,

soc1a1 constructlons, understand rules of behav1or,

~

Lnterpersonal 1nteractlon, etc.) I was‘;nterested in the use
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of space for non-verbal communication and-as a cultural

construction beginning with the house as the primary

construction, and moving on to the use the inhabitants made,

" of Ehysical parts of the community. The chapters that

follow describe the cultural use of space through patterns of
use in a small isolated community. Before the actual field
work I was postuiated:from library ;esearch.thét particular

features -0f construction and use were culturally determined,

and were integraﬁed with other cultural netwérks (kinship.,

leaderghip}ghale—femafe,world concepts, etc.).. The field
work in Harbour Deep cbﬁfirmed.this expectation énd,this is
the bqsis fdr the'déscriptive analysis contained in this '

thesié. . A ‘ ' .

s

In this research I did not attempt to deal with

- personal an?;inter-peréonal spacing. A community does not

provide the conditions that ‘one finds in a laboratory,  and

) . - )
‘the love researcher must rely entirely on her perceptions of

I N R M . .
_patterns in order to arrive at any c0nclusi6ns; Measurement

in a real-life situation is extremely difficult as it can

interfere with normal interaction and can add an artifical

- dimension to any investigation. Hence measuring in meters
".and centimeters from nose to ‘nose or from chair to table,, etc.

'was not attempted. .

I also" relied entirely on parficipant-obseryation

_rather than using a queétiohnaire—typé of approach.

. Birdwhistell’in.Kinesics and Context cautions:




of behavior and places in Harbour Deep.

+ The young investigator is particularly
prone to ask the informant what he has dope&”
or what the movement meant and to forget -
that the answer provides .further data for
analysis, not an acceptable conclusion of
his analytié research' (1970:190).

Daily living in close contact with people provides some

reliable information for the observer. As a test of

constructed a'questionnéire'on attitudes. that I had

L

~

Birdwhistell's point aftar four months of obserﬁation, I
observed and particular points .about certain areas Qf'thé”'

. ', Lo ¢ ..
from the actual living patterns as I had observed' them. -

Wy
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community. The responses given Vetbally-were.very éiffgrent. ]

It is beyond thé scope'of Ehis theéis to aeal att

-~

2

A

length with the full range of peftinen£ theqretical.iésues.

discussed the method used, I will move on to a describtion'

‘w

but having'in;roduced the theoretical literature and briefly

r————a . L
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; of these hllls.: Except fortthe rlver and stream bottoms and

?,1; ;W Coa The communlty 1tself 15 located srx mlles from the f"~uﬂlui

, 'Whlte Bay), in. a’ steep sxded arm of qge sea. The entrance from

_‘level land found at the foot of the Long Range Mountalns

- Iy . #"_“ SO
The hElghtS surroundlng Harbour Deep ltself rfach up to*ﬁy

ferns plus wxldllfe such '‘as. moose, rabblts, partrldge, fox;

i
|
1 . O S
. full advantage Of these natural resources.' EO SRPE R A1
. . g5
1
}

_the sea.ls unlformly Very deep, with no. hlddengghoals or banks. L

y o - ' o0,

Hafhour Deep '~ Géographic Notes

4

.
L
.

e e e
. a

Harbodr Deep is situated on the Great Northern
S ' s. ’ . .- ﬁ‘..' "
Peninsula of Newfoundland, in-a. scénic setting describeda$

fiord-like.p The settlement is perched ‘on the llttle blt of . o -
" é;\_ .'h,"' .,_‘
. B 1.».'..: -

[
nprecambrlan plateau composed of granlte and granltic gneiss“

A

1 260 feet, so the communlty appéafs to neStle on ﬂhe flankso

;v' '_r

. N . LA
' v AT

: of verthally steep sed CllffS scoured by the elements_- @ﬁe'xr::f-""‘

‘hllls themselves are weil forested w1th evergreens, abouhdlng,l.‘

1n blueherrles, Squashberrles, raspbe?rles, mushrooms and .
E: FIN

' -

‘beaver--to name a few. The barrens’ (treeless rock and llchen

- N

'areas) furnlsh partrldgeberrles and groundharts, whlle a few: X'.‘,‘ o ‘d

-

é.bakeapples *cah be found in. scattered marshes.- Blackberrles

’;hcluster close to the shore rocks, grow1ng on low bushes.' These ’

i are the local common names. and the people Of Harbour Deep take ‘ﬁ'l;';

g \
o : & .
open North Atlantlc (thls partlcular portlon belng known as.

I
N Lol

T, .

The harbour 1t§elf has a good‘rocky bottom. and is well

.protected Q;f "'-_ ‘;--f"' -'f_} ;..,ﬁ¥ﬂ

B M . . - 7 g
. . .. . v . [ . v
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. ' Harbour Deep is now the only perﬁzgént settlement
along thié stxg&ih of the coast, in a sixty mile radius up
and down White Bay. Englee, north toward St. Anthony, lies

37 miles away—-an equal distance to that of Jackson's Arm,
37 miles to the south at the bottom of the bay. . The
}ettlements now seen on a 19@2 mép-—pittleﬂﬁérbour Deep,
Whooping Hgibour,,Wiiliamsport, Canada Harbour--have all ) '
e . resettled elsewhere, b{imarily inﬁq Englee or Roddicton. The
| ’ people from Wﬁoopipg Hér#our now fdfm.ﬁ;wfoundland's newest

ve

community-—Bide Arm. Williamspoft is the site of whaling
operations fop the Atdantic Whaling Opefations Company, a
Japanese enterprise, and a few people formerly from that
. . - -community return to fish during the summer months, in
. Williamsport and séme of the other settlements. There are
no ties across the country to;the western coést of the

.- ‘ peninsula--all traffic moves northward and south, following

the line of strongest econgmic and kinshig ties.

‘ History .
Harbour Deep was originally’ known as Pigeonniere

Arm,'or Orange Bay (because of the bright fall colors). This
area was part of that known as the French Shore, which included,
the entire Northern Peninsula and adjoining areas, and was

‘

aunder French rule from about 1713 tq 1866, when France agreed
not. to oppose any'subjects of Brit;in living in St. George's

Bay and White Bay, nor to interfere with any of thgir buildings.

L‘ | :
o —— e e e e e % - - B e S .-

e e e e 4 -

&



22

3

(The French Shore Question, Peter Neary, 1961). There is no

sign of French settlement, and until that time all fishing
rights and waterﬁfont land were owned by the French, which
was instrumental :in diséopraging settlement. The Brittsh p;rt
of the population'increased from 3,%34 in i8g7 to 5,38? in 1869

on the shore, so even with damaging restrictions the population

continued to grow. With the French agreement the name of

LY

the setglemeht'was cﬁangéd to Harbour Deep, and land grants

»

:ﬁére first issued in 1905 fMurcel} & Pittman 1971).

The people first settled in the small out§ide
coves--Cat Cove, Jaék Cove, Duggins Cove, Grgndfere's
(Grandfathe;'s) Cove (see Map 2)--most of the settlers béing
fishermen from Twillingate aﬁd Herring Neck, of British
descent. In 1891 the population of the area was 239, and by
1901 it had decliﬁed‘to 163. From 1901 to 1938, the population
was in a state of flux. due to two World Wars, the Great
Depression, and low §ish catches. : ‘ -

' In ;§24 all the people from Ehe‘coveé moved in to
the larger settlement, except for those in Northeast'Arm, who
later shiftéd to Harbour Deep in 1960. For this. move, ﬁouses
were floated in on pontpons, gna arranged on the beach. !

This move in from the outside coves was made
because of ‘increased employment"possibilizies, and,bec;use of
the introductign of the gasoline ehgine, wpiéhfmeant that
the men could now live farther from -the fishing g ou;ds since
they no longer had to depend on ggwing_gg get there. ‘In'

,r

1924 M.J. Mooney and Company bought from the goverhment the




23
land in Harbour Deep that was npt owned by the settlers. They
also built a barking mill near NE Arm which provided employmént.
The mill was totally destoryed by fire in 1927, and never
rehabilitated %he mén would work in the woods during the
winters elsewhere in White Bay--in Jackson's Arm, in Roddicton.
M.J. Mooney and Company sold the land in 1927 to a company
known as the Anglo-Newfoundland Development and Company, now
Price Brothers end Company. This eompany owns the land
presently, but had made :o.move to begin any iﬁmberi;g
operations. .-' RE \

At this time there‘weqe five men‘to each boat,
comérising a crew made up of a skipper, & splitter, a header,
a salter, and a table man--ail important parts of the fish
processing. Women pla;ed a 1arge role in the fishery at
the time, drying and curing the fish on the flakes. Today
most of the fish is sold. fresh or heavy salted, so the
drying methods are used only for family ceﬁsumptien. Women
. . . . .

no longer spend much of their time down on the flake, and

L]

¢ consequently have less to do dealing directly with the

fishery, and family livelihood.
In 1890 the first Post Office was built, and in 1915

the first -businessman, a 'shop.owner from outside the commgnity,

. established himself in Harbour Deep. Coastal. boat service was

introduced in 1900, and the wiréless was used until 1956,
when a phone was brought in with Canadian National Telegraph.

John Reeves Ltd. set up for business in 1930, and in 1954 a

{l
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locél merchant began an establishment. A two room school was
built in Harbour Deep in 1924, with a new three room school
built in 1967. The government wharf was under construction
in 1952 and TV made its first appearance in 1970.

In 1949 the*people were strongly opposed to
anfederation'and placed their vote for responsibie government.
Now they are strict ddherents of the Liberal party and look
upon Confederation as the sawing gracé, as the end of the
terrible times. In the most recent election (March 1972) - -

4
Harbour Deep was again overwhelmingly Liberal.

" The present associations in the community are the

Loyal Orange Lodge, and the Anglican Women's Association, both
of which are dying'out, although meetings .are still held, and

functions organizeg. ' ' -

AS

t

Agriculture and Fishing

1

1

Farming in Harbqur Deep is restricted to small home

gardens, which supply enough for the family for a short period.

\ . _
The bulk of the agricultural products are brought in.- There

is no livelistock in Harbour Deep now (with the exception of
one horse which is ridden occasionally), although sheep were -

kept in the past. No mention is made of cows, although horses
N v

were used for work in the woods. These were transported by

° »
skiff to the outgide coves during the summer months for

[}

pasture.
N '
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Data from the Fisherief, Survey of 1972 are
summarized in Tables 1-4. In the Fishefies Survey of 1952,
seventy fishermen were listed from the community, belonging
to forty-five families. The fishermen liisted for 1970 number
sixty=-nine (Table 3). Boats are no longer crewed by'iather
and son teams, except,for one‘br two., Cod is the primary
catch, and mackerel, herring, and salmon are}now bought éy
thémmerchant. Séuid’is,boughf.gf certain tinms_§f the year
.when.if‘is availéble’aéf#ait. Thé reméining c#fcﬁes are listéd
in Table 4. Manf gf‘the'§é§ resourcés are undevglo?ed and
.anused by thé.fishérmgn of Harbour Deep. There is no
fish plant in the ’cl:p'rmiunity, the nearest pro\cessiné point

being Englee.

DU VO SR . : O S
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1970 ~===' 8§ —=—=-= 2B --—=-- :

Table 1l: Boats (length in

20~24.9 25=29.9 30-34.

1964 ===m— 20 —=—--- 28 e
1965 ~==— 20 ——=—--- T 10
1966 ——== 10 ——=-m- 30 —mmm-- 8
1967 ~==w 20 —===-=, 20 =====- - 8
1968 -==— B —g=--=' 23 ~~=—=-
1969 ~—~= 8 ==r=-x 2B =m=—==

(Note: "In 1968, 20 boats were listed as being less than
‘ 20 feet. Perhaps another change in definition,.

of feet!)
1

1969 ---- 1 longliner, 50 feet _

feet) , Harbour Deep

9

- .

B e

Value

28,800
28,800

28,800
28, 000.

32,000

26

R

See Note-
34,000 .
35,500
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Table 2: Fisheries Equipment, Harbour Deep

\

Herring Gill Nets =-=-—-—-~
.Salmon Gill Nets —--=——-
Salmon Trap Nets ——————
Cod. Traps ===mm=—=nem——
Cod -Gill Nets--Nylon —-——
. Lines of Trawl —=—=-==—— -
. Hand Lines S ———————
Caplln SeJ.nes o e e e e e
.-Mackeral Seines ~—-seies

Seal Nets t"f"'.‘“"‘ff"‘:""“""‘?
Herring Seines ---—- ————-
Piers and Whars ——=-===—-
Fish and Smokehouses ——-
Flakes -m——==me——wcce——-

Stages and Stagehe‘ads -

-~

e e L E e

.27
1969 i 1970 1971
50 ===~ 50 ¢-- 50
445 --- 460 === 400
, 20 ==~ 20 - ZQ <
17 === 17 —— .
200 ==~ - ' )
‘180 --= 150 ===
95 --- 100 . === "
1, =-- 2, ——-
. - ' 2““" R '\l |
10 ~-- 5 --- 10 ‘
G e 8 . -
40 --- 40 === 41
40 --- 40 === 40
50 --- 50 -—-- 50
44 --- 44 - ; 42
{
' ¥ L
‘ \ LY
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Table i: Fishing as an Occupation, Harbour Deep
Fishermen (part-time:' 5 to 10 monthslz
. Full - Part Casual Total
. 1964 =-=--~ 60 - 5 —}—-—-—--——-’- : 65
1965 ====-- 60 —————— ] e 63
+ 1966 mmmm=m 45 mmemtm 0 Sleeme—maaes T L 45
1967 —=~~-~ 58 . —===-= 10 —te-om———eee 68
1968 ———-= 68" —=-m—= = —=—m=- ———-=- ' 68
-7 1969 —e-e=m . § | memem— 6 ——meem————— 66
1970 —————— LY mmmm—— 66 ——---3

———— .- '69

(Noté- -In 1969 the &ef:lxm.tlon of Part~t1me f:.shermen was
\ . ~changed to medn those  who fish from 3 to 10
v. months J.n each year,)
]
' \
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Table 4: Inshore landings and value, Harbour Deep
{(Common land form - thousand pounds)

A * >

Landings Value - in dollars

Al

©.. 1969 1970 1971 - 1969 1970 1972

"Cod ' - 361 417 706 12,185 17,304 35,442
Halibut (flounder) . P o o1 o
Plaice (greysole) 4 : - 99 - 17 5
Witch'™ - . 1 34 : -3
Greenland (Halibut) 3 "1l . 109
" Herring 3 4 : 59 76
Mackeral o 3 4 S K1) § 121
: Salmt.)nv , o \ 25 62 59 7,382 21,5893 21,355
Caplin - . B 4 3 1 - 38 T 250 ¢ 15
Liver (0il ‘ 1 1 : 300 300 © .,
Seal Skins : ' 2,540
Harp Seal - Beater - ) 410 30
Harp Seal - Bedlamr : . 319 '
Harp Seal - O1l1d ' 29 15
Hood Seal - 014 . . ‘ - 40 ¢ '
Other’ Seal } . ‘ 65
Squid . ! 2 R . ‘ % . 40
- . j &0
Totals S 369 489 779 . 22,600 40,262 57,211
- L Y- - B ] : ) . - [
Salt Fish in Pounds 1969 - " 1970 1971
C : 255, 840 .. 280,440 59 90
(1,040 quinfals . {1,140 quintals . (250 qu. Jry wgt.
-heavy weight) - heavy weight) , 2,395 qu. heavy
Fresh Fish in Pounds 105,160 | 136,560 - 115,710
Source for Tables 1-4: Fisheries Stirve’y‘ 1972 - . -
. S )
\ »
co. \ A}
’ \ ) -
% .
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Present Day Harbour Deep

Presently _‘(1971') in Harbour Deep, including those
that go out; of the community to take ‘their Grade 11, there are
approximateiy 300 people (see population pyramids, charts
1l and 2). The average age of the population is 25 with
131 females, 177 males. In 1952 the average age was given as -
‘37, with a literacy rate of 80%. It seems that the number of
young people is ]iﬁc;eésing ra;:her' than t'he“re- being fewer old
[;eo‘ple, which would aé,cour}ﬁ for the lowering of the, average
:agé: This-would tJ.e in Wi‘thbinc‘reésed medical services as
'well as improved nutritional situ;tipn's'*‘.‘ As can be ,s;aen from
the Pyramid, a critic\:al reduction has .occured‘ in the age*
group of the 16-25 years. Many of ‘the younger people are
leaving the community for work outside. The people remaining
in the community are still young enough that qhildrengeie
being boxrn, but with increasing years the brdeding population
will have left Harbourxr Deep if the present situation continues,
another community will ce_asé to glrow.

All employment in the ,communit); is for local people,
with a few school teachers brought in depending on demand.
Opportunities include: a janitor jfor the school; shop-helpers;
nuersing statiﬁm cleaning lady and maintenance man;. f:"o‘sj:
mistress or maste;.'; garbage man; wharfinger; threé schéol
teachers; two méﬁ for the power station; shop owners; \church

custodian. The number of men employed at the whaling station

in Williamsport (about 20 miles northward) fluctuates (see

e b
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Inter—-community Chap‘)ter"for further discussion), Witk‘i twelve
being the mean. Work on the community road, loadiﬁg pulpwoad :
onto the collector ship, and connecting the community  water -
sys~tem are some examples of part-time, seasonal employment )
that may present itself to the men of t'he community. . The

women occasionally make handicrafts for Nonia in St. John's

or i.:he Grenf’el; Mission in St. Anthony. Handwork sucH as )
knitt(ing ‘and crocheting is done cfu‘ring the cold days of '
winter, when there are no gardens to tend and the childrep

are in ‘school. .
’ 4

Becaufse ’é)’f the various means of émploy'fnent, an
estimation of yearly income is difficult, and will vary
grea‘tly from household to household, dependi‘ng on family
composition, t;any of the men draw compeﬂsation during the
non-fishing %eason. No figure could be gotten concern\ing
welfare in Harbour Deep, but from all appearanceg it would
be lo‘w. The peop];g do much of their buying through
.:mail—order catﬁgéue, but loose cash is not readily on hand.
vThe shops extend credit, and %accounts are settled at rather
arbitrary times during the yéar. S;me sell their fish to
the shop owner from vwhom they buy their gbod‘e-'., 50 the debits i
and the credits are;' balanced aﬁgainst_ one another, 'witl'iout o
cash changing‘ hands in some cases. Cheques are used ag

) o ' ) .
currency, so that oné often gets an assortment of personal . {

and government cheques as change for another cheque or a bill. o

\ i
These cheques circulate in this manner until a trip is made . i
: i

to a bank branch along the coast.
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Commynication at present is provided by the CNT

telephone and telegraph, the CN steamer on its bi-weekly (in \
' : - @

ideal térms) run; a bi-weekly mail run in summer carried by

. ]

, . . . . ’ {

the merchant to and from Englee, with mail flown in once a !

week in winter. TV reception is possible, a few in the :

. N \

community now possessing color. television, 4
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w ‘ CHAPTER II

I . The House as a Spatlal System - ‘

The folk tradition...is the direct
') and unselfconscious translation into physical

form 0f a culture, ,its needs and- values —- as ° v

well as the des:.res, -dreams, and passxons of ]
©a- people..., ) . i -
- . Amos Rapoport .
. ’ . T House Form.andfculture ,

W . . N

‘The upkeep and state of the phys:Lcal surroundlngs :er

,the man—made env1ronment is of the utmost J.mportance 1n the

-+

commum.ty ' Young famlla.es Beg:.n their home life usually in
the res:LdenCe of the husband's parents before startmg to -
build on their own. The fJ.rst home is small to accommodate
a couple's needs, with provisions made for additions as the

fa%ﬁ/ grows -and the. necessity for more space is felt. The

-

reverse also 'holds Atrue: as the family ages and disperses, -
, ~

homes are reconstructed or 'bea't down' and rebuilt to once

agaln fulflll the spatlal requlrements of the reduced household

' v

‘The -household compos:n.tion ‘is Var,led ‘often 1nclud1ng not 0n1y

the nuclear famlly, but.sometlmes consn_stlng of aging parents,. -

adultru.nmarr:red broth‘er_'s oxr sisters‘, and children. All the
. : R p

homes in the community are very sim}i.l_er in type, there being. -

' s’ub'stlantial‘ly ‘no differen_c‘é ~depehdeht “on occupation. It is

not pessible to_. ‘tell the homes of the merohants from those

,of the f:ishermen'.. Some homes are of better quallty than others '
/Wlth more furnlshings ; newer w:.ndows, modern appl:.anceé etc.

- Homes ! are constructed of local lumber sawed by the

" builder of the home. X There are about three small ',_flake'~
. ’ CoN ‘- . . . -

I

C. - . R . B . - .
. s . [ .
. . ., B . - .
. : o L - . . e .
.. - . : .
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: the one story: 'bungalow and the two story rectangular ‘or’

<34

[

san:Llls :Ln the” community, and a laariger planer boara nlll. In
N

" the past, every ,man had a mill back 1n the woods, from’ th.ch he

, could supply all his lumber needs for ln'xom‘e or poat use. No

P3
. . - ] ~ N .
one in the commuhity seens to specialize' in carpentry, - -

. . Y 3 - .
plumbling or. wiring, so.that every man .is his own specialist,

[

. alded perhaps by a son or a partner when the gomg gets tough

NaJ.ls and other supplles can be bought from a number of the

v L}

lodal shops, 38 well as floor canvas, paJ.nt, wallboard “
. "

' ("Japanese flnLSh"), .,tar, tar paper, etc. WJ.ndows are’ ordered .

\
from St ,John s as are. other household furnlshlngs. Some homes- 'l

e

stlll make use’ of home—made furm.ture that has been passed down '

\\

thJ;ough the famlly. Because houses in Harbour Deep are 1oca11y
‘constrq ‘ed out of local material for the most part, 1J.ttle

overnment id is. needed, ana thus no spemflcatmns or

bulldlrig codes must be followed. For thJ.s reason there are.

T
no mother—ln-law doors m the communltyv--those front doors .
seen in other cOmmunitJ.es that hang lz.mbo, one story above
[ ’ 5
the grqund, unconne.cted by staJ.rs to terra f:.rma for the

L] -

ﬂsimple reason that such a door 15 not tradJ.tJ.onally used.

v

These occur elsewhere on the :leand‘ where flnanc.mg is’ obta:.ned

T

through a regulat;mg agency. _ Because the entry is tradltlonally

through the kltchen, theSe doors are consmerea superfluous. :

The houses in the communlty are of two bas:l.c types.,

-

'square structure o The fundamental dlfferenoe between the two
] .

types is J.n ‘the locat:.on of the bedrooms. in the bungalows,

H e 4 "

they are s.l.tuated along a main hallway, whereas 1n the two

- . IS . . N ’
e, . . : .o . . ‘- o

Aa
’
-

e A S T IR
. -

- v .
Y u.__ - . . - Ce e =
e B S A . N .



F.‘ S
(S o

F Al

'

i3

35

story the bedrooms are upstairs. Otherwise, the spatial
elements ccmposiné the whole are identical. A bungalow is
considered the less desireble of the two by some, because

they are saig to be colder in winter, and hotter in summer,
lacking the insulating qualities of the upper floor. Most

of the houses conform to the 'ideal type' of the plans (see
Figures 1 ‘'and 2) with variation gained in the yse and location
of doors, dimensions of demarcated areas, variety and color

~

in paint, flooring, and textiles (such as curtd&ins and

tablecloths), and placement of furniture.

'

The focus of this chapter is to .examine each of the

specific areas in*a@HarbouE Deep ‘house in light of the
v \

. particular social usage and cultural context linked to its

constructidh. " Each area will be examined as to the spatial

-

<

setting it provides as part' of the cultural system, reflecting
the societal rules.of behavior. The spatlal settlng 1tself
w1ll be’ v1eWed as a varlable in social actlv;ty, not simply'

as a medlum in which t@e act1v1ty takes place. In Man and His

\ o ¢ \ L] . - .
Urban Environment: A Sociological'Approachﬁhchalsonstates:

4

t ‘ Homes offer vary¥ng -degrees of
protectlon.from impingement by pgople
<. residing outside them. This is the

first place for which concepts are

needed. ‘Acoustical concerns, cbncerns

regarding. visual outlook, and concerns
; _ ‘.regarding the, K ability of other.people ,
o to come in contact w1th each other :
s - arne 1nvolved at the very least {1970:48). L

These "varylng degrees of protectlop are con51dered \y the

anthropologlst to be cultural variables, and hence cuLturally

e

deflnedﬂand constructed. In dealing with "out-of-awareness"

P




Figure 1:

Harbour Deep House Types .
Two Story House

&
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':::7 PORCH
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-
SCALE: 1" = 5 ft.
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variables such.as space,’the task is one of induction and
interpretation. We shall look at each of the above mentioned
"concerns" as to what is culturally and ethnographically‘.
relevant in the daily world of Harbour Deep. Space as a
cultural system is a foundation upon which can be built other
analytic frameworks to better understand the interrelatedness
of the individual and the group, the home and the community.

In attempting to grasplthe Harbour Deep spatial
world, we can try to pinpoint the cultural reflection of these
concerns in éhe house itself - the man—made*physical envi;onment.
Using these factors:
1) acoustical..concerns
2) , concerns regardingvvisual outlook
3) concerns regarding pe£éonal contact
as a rudimentary framework upon which to build, we shall, examine
the important features which define the houée for a Harbour

»

Deeper.

The House

House Construction and degign in Harbour Deep is
regulatea by ; combination of related c9nsiderations. These are:
1) - the natural environment | ]
2) the matefials at hand (although selectively used, in that

stone is not a building material, even though it is abundant)

v

q
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3) technology available
4) cultural patterns (preferences, traditions)
[ ]

Each portion of the living space is utilized in a culturally

specific manner, and by determining patterns of use it is

possible to discern some of the fundamentals in the life style

of those in the community.

To begin,patterns of daily existence must bg the
basic consideration. As will become ;pparent from any
discussion of the house as a center of act%vity, the family
for these people is the major focus. of life, and the hub of
daily patterns. The children and family well-being are of
thé utmost importance to the community's nen a;g women. In
examining each area of use in the house, patterns of activity
and life §tyle are notéd; as well as the combination of the
cultural and physical use of space. Thé house is ehnatural

starting point because of its multiple and constant use, and

because of the importance it has as a community unit. The

house as home is the foundation for activity which takes place

within the community, and is the only potentially independent

. .
unit within a group. Houses then are individual settings

\ .
whose intrerelatedness through interaction and space forms

a larger whole; the neighborhood, the block, the community.
f . I3 . \
An important feature to keep in mind about spatial

variables in Harbour Deep is thé nature of the communication

L4

process. Because of the absence of phones, all information
* [
\
is exchanged?face-to—face,,requiring physical presence.

Unlike purely verbal communicatioh such as- the telephone,

e a1 R L T e
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\

face-to-face interaction contains information for others not
personally involveé in the interaction. Noting visits and |
.visitors tells with whom one talké, and much aboat\personal
patterné——observations which are not possible with a teleph;nei
.system. Isolation also has its effect upon this pommunication
process--there- are few outsiders bringing information into the
community at random, and .there are fewer "unknowns" in the
iptef;ction networks. - The house will be a vital&part:bf this
inforﬁétion exchange as well as an'integral part\of.personal
life. Here the phys;éal enyixpnmeﬁt has an inc;lasgd éffeqt
~5e¢éuse it:structuggl contact, and information~e2change-?aurally,

-

visually, and physically.

AN

Y -
L

Structure'of the House

V4

0 - .
"

The Bridge - N c - *
@ o '

-

Approaching the hbus? f;om outside” the first area
in the cultural/physical éense is the bridge. The bridge is
the wooden. outside platforﬁ with steps to the ground, roofed
over. In summer it is open-air, in winter it is shut in
sometimes with plaskﬂc or wallboard, to cut down on FP? chill
drafts inside the house. The box for wood is often found here,
as well as the ggfbage céntainen.' In the. summer, the b;iégé

is the woman's domain. From the bridge she calls the

, . T . o N
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’/ , .
children, hangs out the clothes, shakes the tablecloths and

mops, hails those on the road. The bridge gets a vigorous
weeklyw scrubdown, which serves as a demonsﬁration for oéhers

of the quality of cleaniness and efficienty in the house
itself. Women comment on seeing another out scrubbing the
bridgebor hanging the clothes: "Sﬂe's smarter than I am
today." When. the men }eturn from the shop or errands, they are
often asked whether a particular woman had scrubbed her

Abfidgg down vet. ASometimes the coﬁment is unleiciteé--the

man will say upon retgrning from a day of fisﬁiﬁg that he

saw 8o- and so sérubbing her bridge ;t 7 a.m, Tﬁe bridge bfferé
\a main point oﬁ oﬁtéide contact for fhe jpdging of_other'
women's skills:ahd "homemakeréhip“. The bridge'agts too as

a éonversational forum for‘thé wamen. _From the bridge one ca;
chag with someone on the road wﬁile céntinuing to work, and
break off conversing'wheﬁ désirea or the chore is done. For
many of the women with smaller children, the bridge offers
the only opportunity t6 catch up on recent occurrences. ‘The
bridge offers excuse; to appear outside to chat to sémeone .
passing if information is wan¥fed. We can conceﬁtualize the
bridge as the "contact zone" ard a spatial "work efficiency"

indicators in this context. It is a culturally specific work
area with a definite place in the social interaction in a

Y ...
.

“‘Harbour Deep.”~"
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) \
' The Porch ‘ '
. ‘ . \

The porch is the next area to consider, located
immediately off of the bridge. This is the entry way into
the house proper. Here tinned goods are stored in a pantry,
and here one finds the deep freezer énd the washing machine.
In the porch,winter'clothés'and boots afe taken off. Usually
one window with a blind view into the hillside or the forest
provides dleight.~:The outside door is alwéys closed, to~keep-
out the flies in suﬁmer, 4nd tb‘kéep‘in tﬁe warmth in wihter;
Tﬂis‘ohtéide door will be '1oékéd";ith a pieéé of twine when
all are away, such as on a'Suﬂday boat ride. _or familf Berry
hunt. Some;hduses have proper locks—riﬂ“most cases to keep
their own.children 6ut of mischief rather than througﬁ any
fear ofhtheft Of damage. "dnly strangers knock" we're all
the same here so visitors simply walk in. The most vivid
illustration of tﬁis cultural concept was the visit of the
Mountie one nigﬁt at a house. He gave a firm knock on the
outside door, which appeared tq‘momentafily freezé the six
) persons present in the kitchen. After a periéd'of'stunned ‘
silence ahd‘questiqning looké, the wife with'd.bit of
prompting went to the door.

l As for other visitors, who they are dépends on the-
nature of the household. Some households have fewer visitors
eifher‘because of their location or their compoéitién--older;

. ‘ N
people do not get arourid as well, etc. The younger women

during the day often run ovex td‘a nearby house for a break.or

O

s o bt e e e




Ly

BN

42

A

to watch "The Story" (a televised serial). Daughters frequently
visit mothers and vice-versa, and fathers and sons usually“get
‘together either over their work or later on in the evening
depending on the seasbn. Brothers see each other often. bther
visitors outside of the immediate family include some of the
older people in the community who venture out to visit when Fhe
weather is fine, and people from optside of Harbour Deep who
may be étaying with relativés in th; éommunity,.and makelthe ]
rouﬂdg of old.vauaintagces. Mgn stop in this or thét-hQUSe of
an év;ning ineSS they are out on the road idiséUsséd in
Chapter ;ii), The casual visitor durihg'the-day-féne who is
seen feéularly;is.oféen offered a cup of tea.uhlei§ the
housewife is busy with cléaning or baking, or the visifor'has.
not come.to stay. for iong. The:ﬁen who drop by ére_offefed tea
if they stay for a 'lunch’. bﬁt not -simply on appearance. If
the visitor:is one who is rarely seen--from outside--or holds
an impdrtant ppsitioﬁ——such as the minister--tea is'urged on.

a.

them., This includes homemade sweets and baked goods, and
often tea will be served in the best dishes. Visits imply
many things depending onh the visitor--sometimes women wish

advice in cocking or sewing, and men need help with some work..

The arriﬁal.of certéin éiéitors means that a favor will be
;sked, or a collection is being taken. The variations are
maﬁy. ; _ .
Visitors are usually séen or heard beforg,they reach
the door from the éorch to the kitghénl ‘Because of the

structuring of the’bridge.and the porch, those inside can

:4 i

.
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]
generally héar én arrival as he or she walks up the bridge
steps,$and opens the door. This allows a period of composure,
and an "I wonder what that can Be? Sounds like __  ." If
somgone happens to be at a kitchen window during the day, the
visitor is immediately identified. The Mountie by his knock

' L}
signalled the arrival of an "unknown."’  In the winter' the

inside door to the kitcgen is also shut, so the visitor has time

to assess how many are in the kitchen by counting jackets and

_boots near the door. [This system of construction, besides
. . . }

being'practical, allows leeway for the expressed statement

A N

-

"Ever&cne is welcome, I!ye nevef kﬂown a stfanger“\beéause
the entry into the homé itself is gradual, prefaced, and
announced.by visﬁal and/or aufal means..'Seldom isi one caﬁght
totafly ﬁnaware.\ ;n the social world of Harbour Deep this
moment of composure can be interpreted as a type of privacy,

s
for one can assume the demeanor.tébught most appropriate,

depending on the identiﬁy‘af the visitor. Here the structured
v 1\ .

" environment maintains ‘a sBries of checks between the personal

AN
and the outside. (

‘The Kitchen

From the bridge to the porch, one moves ;nto the
arena of intense social activity--the kitchen. Here men,
: ”

women and children interact. This is perhaps the most:

. ) A I
socially complex household space because of ifs variety of uses’

-in the changing routine of daily existence. The women rule

that




the roost aqring the daylight hours-~baking, washing, caring

~

fgr children, cookinq‘and cleaning. At night, with. the men
home, and more visitors.in and out, it becomfs an area of
general use, stil) under the quiet jurisdiction of the lady
of the hoﬁse. In the winter, the kitchen is w;rm and friendly
with the stove belting forth heat, and the smell of freshly
baked bread prevading the air. The kitchen in construction is
usually a near séuare. .Our int;rest does not lie in the
strubture:itself, but in the use of particular elements in
the Ritchen area. The furnishinds and the.arrahgement'of these
are important,'aé well assthe iﬁteréctions for which the
kitchen serves as a foéél'point. |

Many of the things located in the kitchen are
purely functional items, having no impact upon éociql situations
except in their placement--e.g. the -stove blocking a visual
area, etc. The behaviéi associated with these elements is
of a non-interactional character in a direct sense. However,
these ;zhctional items do reflec; goals and social values,
since they siénify,certain cétegories of dgsirables—rsuch as
the modern, the familiar, the traditional. These‘particular
items: are the wood (orrcoal, wood, and o0il) stove, the
cupboards -and the sink, and the electric range for some. The
fixtures in a kitchen are always a subiEG;'fo} women's
conversation, and a new stove is a much prized possession:
Sto?ies were told with pride of being the first in the

community to own a sink and cupboard, considered a true

}éflegtion of modeﬁnity.

————— e




The Titchen walls are generally quite bare, with

perhaps a few plaques which are inscribed with poems "To

.Mother", a wall planter with plastic flowers, and a calendar

from a number of merchants along the White Bay coast. China“

'figurines are kept on shelves by the sink, gifts from special

occasions. €ommonly one finds pictures of thé Queen, of, the

Kennedys--and now of the P;ime Minister and his wife--cut fiom
magazines and.posted. Each kitchen table has its pléstic
roQer arfangément and brigh£ly colored cléth, often with

crocheted edges.

-
?

In efhnOgraphies of Newfoundland outports, the daybed

is the most qfien'mentioned kitchen feature. It is usually a

.narrow couch about 6 feet long, with a removable cotton cover,

and a matching pillow. This is frequented predominantly by
males 6; all ages and visiting children. The men sit or
recline,'lolling comfortably. Children coming in sit, éenerally
unmoving, watéﬁing until they decide to leave whenever they
will. Women rarély use the daybed unless every other seét is
taken, and they ne_'ver 'r‘ec'line. Women lie on the daybed "if she's
ill." Women conéidéred slovenly héusekeppgrs are said to

"eVen have time to nap on the aaybed." Young teenage girls
follow the male pattern of daybed &se. The daybed seems tb

be informally defined as the male householder's domain, unlé§s
he is not present or is seated elsewhere. The daybed does not

usually have a clear unobstructed view of the porch door, so

that one must shift p051t10n ‘in order to see who has arrived.

For the men, undisturbed sleep is allowed here, with conversation

d

g2
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as usual and activity carrying on. In Harbour Deep "sleep
serves as a way‘of,doingnothing, of passing time" (Aubert
and White 1965:193) for the sleeﬁer‘will generally TOouse
himself when a visitor appears, especiadally if the visitdr is
one of the younger men who is likely to start poking or
tickling. 1In this case, sle?p is far from sacred! Within
the famil& aAQnooze is allowed--especially during the,

f inshing-season and its 5 a.nm. morninés.

Some of the women‘have,remoyed the daybed} claiming

d;'- '-it can never be kept clean what with men and children tracking

\ - . e T

T . in dirt and wrinkling the cover. In thesé\caées, the womah's
, f position as a dominant in the matter of household affairs is

, strongly illustrased. Thé housewife too in most of the
families is the landlord in that she deciaes the sum to be

| paid for room and’board--&ften without thé husband being aware
of'whaé specific arrangements have been made. Boa?dérs in a

*place such as Harbour Deep are the catechist, the Fishgries

teacher, school teachers, government officials, researchers,
etc. No 'tourists' board within the community.

w

The rocking chair is antitem without which no

N

kitchen is complete. It is considered the most comfortable seat,

; -

usually padded with a small pillow. . An intefesting point is

‘ :
that this particular‘piece has an age graded privilege pattern
of use. Elderly women haQé fiﬁét choice, then the eiéerly_
men, then the housewife -followed by theihusband, leaving the

il

N . . .
" children to their own devices. An unusual guest (an outsider

or an infreguent visitor) has preference over the wife in this

! ' -
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hierarchy, but will not uneeat the elderly. lIn the rocking
chair, one is put in the peculiar position of "non-expected
interaction", as if rocking is involvement enough. Questions "
are not directed at the person in the rocker, and the
conversation carries on of its own accord. Interaction is less
focussed on the guest, especially if Ehere are more than two
peopie_p;esent. This reaction m&y perhaps'ue habitual to a.
ceréain'extent because. of the verylgatterh_of rocking chéif‘usez'

. The elderly who often siti-and listen, the'mother rocking the . .

‘ CEE i

child, or. the wife engrossed in some. handwork act1v1t1es whlch v

. ‘ ¢ ‘ i
_often preclude conversation. The patterns - of use can illustrage - R

~the varlety of concelved statuses (such as age or- guest) present

)

in a culture.

The other features of interaction and physical
setting are the kitchen table and chairs,’which‘hzze an obvious

culturaINfunction--that of eating. Mail is ‘read the table,

a

and forms filled cut__LKnitting and-sewing are,.centered her%,

cards played, beer drunk. The kitchen chairs are always
1

"Safe"‘territory, open foc)all, not supplanting’husband or

wife. These chairs can be- (and are) freely moved and

Ypositicned,xtipped back, and sat upon-infany fashion. From the
<1 ‘ ' .

kiéchen table, there ié in moSt caéeé a view of the road or of A

.
Y

the harbour (or of both ln -some cases) dependlng on thé

'p091t10n1ng of the house in the COMmunlty. This"visual’
. ‘\ ‘ - P

dlmen510n1ls important when arranglng a living space. In most -

e

of the houses, a"view affording pcssibie ihforﬁa%idh is a e

: ) e - - ‘
'‘must’'. One can either see the road, the harbour, -or both.,‘ ' . '
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Few have no view at all.: .

Theée~qﬁe the elements common Harbour Deep kitcheﬁs,‘
whether in homes of the young ér the old, medern'br traditional.
The kltchen to a great degree is the home, w1th 1ts\1nward and
outward directed foci: 1nwa§d on the family and home ‘

interaction, outward on community information and activity.

Visitors channel their attention to thg home and the meeting

\

'area which is the kitéhen; while members of the household epend

much of thelr tlme together in the kltchen, 1ntefact1ng w1th

thase coming 1n and observ1ng whatever may be seen from the
- R

'WLndow. As a Spatlal Settlng——because of 1ts use deflniilon,w

'in'Herbour Deep soc1etyﬂ—the.k1tchen serves the soggal and

[

personal needs in a larée.variety:qf ways, formihg aﬁnactivity‘

center. But changes are ogcurring in the physical setting and.

~

its use when new activities ‘are introduced and the social

¢

" emphasis is shifted. This is most clearly éevident in

"The Room." ! _ : S .

-

: ’ ‘ B . . .:‘
The Room is an aree‘off the kitchen, sometimes |,
¢ c. . . . : - ) N .

" separated by a door, ebhetimes not, although most women piefe;.

to have a door. Traditionally it was seldom used by the ,\g
v A \ .
. ) i ) -2 ) . . —— i
family, reserved for«guests and precious belongings such as
family pictu:es, fanE§ glassware,-etc. vIt;hds only the oﬁeu

door, and thué'does not. function as a thg:opghﬁare: Furnished

+

- Yoe . - ' L .-
- with a couch and a few easy chairs, perhaps a sewing.machine -
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or a china cabinet, it makes an ideal storage area for

;’pampered potteq plants, baked goodies that will not fii in an
overflowing cupboard, and crochet and knitted work. The
traditional meaning of the unused and special Room has

changed with the coming of TV. The Room is now an alternate
living area. The set is here, gathering the children and other
viewers as a-.regular aqdience.. The focus of social life has
now shifted, split betweefi the kitchen and the Room plus TV
set. The importanée of this in.the life of the family is that
thg social)interaction in these two séttings is qualitatively
different, the one built on the art of conversation'apd
anecd?te, the'othe; on passive rgception. With the TV there

is less exchange of ;tories qu tales-—-except in the case

where a program may be discussed. In those families not

possessing a tube, the Room remains unmussed. WiEhout the

>

»~

gathering for a program, the Room is vacant, being unheated

and out of visual communication with the kitchen and the
~N

“entry way. One feels "cut off" from the flow of interaction

when in the Room.

[+

In those kitchens where the daybed has been removed,

the men have shifted théir resting spells to the couch in
N R
the Room, but the social function of the daybed is defunct

here because it is out of touch with the kitchen, the Room

o

. o : o
couch reserved almost solely for sleeping. For the arrival

" of a visitor, the sleeper will usually arise and appear in

°

the kitchen for a greeting. Qn a éunday, the father of one

family was accustomed to lie on the couch, listening to the

¢
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o .
/

Salvation Army preacher on the radio, dozing’on and ogf for
the greatest part of the day. This family still has the
kitchen daybed. Sometimes when guests (séecial visitors,
such as kin from outside the communityf.ngernment officials,
etc.) are present, everyone settles politely (;nd usually
comfortably because of the lack of seating space) ih the Room
until lunch appears, a signai-{o réturq-ko the familiarity

of the kitchen.

. - - r
The remainder of the houseis not in the socigl

- -

interaction scene, falling into the category of individual,

non-public areas. In these areas we find interesting cultural

. ) \
components as well. According to Goffman in Behavior in Public -~

gy

1 4

Places, by definition public places‘"refer to any regions in ,
a community ﬁreely accessible to—members of that community;
'priﬁate pl;ces: refer to soundproof regions where only

members or invitees gather" (1963:9). By this definition there

are no private places in Harbour Deep, there being no
1

"soundproof.regions“ because of the materials and methods of

-

house construction (to be discussed further in dealing with

& - h +
aural information). Here, non—pﬁblic areas will be those that
are visually'private and not open to all. The bedrooms are not
common open areas, but are used for sleep and study plus other

-

daily functfons; Even then, bedrooms éré often shared with
the young children\%&eeping together*depending on the space
available. The youngest often sleep with the parents. Having
one's own beéroom is not consideted essential, and more space .

- is made as the oldislones go off to school or to work outside

. A
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" is the woman's . didappearance under the house before the cookihg

the communjity. There 'is not usually any occssion,gg use the’ .
bedrpoms in another's house, but sometimes'these are shown\as
part of a guided tour,gso the bed;ooms are not totally "taboo"’
areas for the visitor. The bathroom in some cases in Western
society could be described as a spatial sourée of conflict—-
especially in those f%@i&iEE/ﬁiéh two or more teenage girls:
Becaugp of the emphasfs on personal appearaﬁce, tempers flare
at the monopolizing of this area, especially if more pressing
bodily functions are necessary (although Fhere are those who .
think that noghing is more pressing than their eye makeup...).
The same holds true for Harbour Deep.‘ The- bathroom is rarely
used by visitors,'upfil one becomes familiar as a frequent )
contact. . ) . 1 : §
The storage spaé% undér the house is an integral

part of the household space. Here the homemade jams, jellies,

and preserves are kept. This is the root cellar: keeping *home

.grown and shop bought potatoes, turnips, carrots, and caBbagel

\
cool and away from the light. The only evidence of a cellar

begins-—i; is never mentioned in conve:sati;n, except as:a o -
threatening place to put bad children. Many of the women still
keep all their bulk foodstuffs ksalt beef, pork, flour, onions,
£urnips) out in a separate small shed called "the store". The

store may be acvoss the road or nearer to the house, but to

\

prepare a meal one must grab a knife and saucepan, and fetch

what is needed. Foodstuffs now are alsb kept on the porch.
* \
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" Aural and Visual concerns of the House in Harbour Deep

1

The aural and visual concerps take on a particular
cast due again to characteristics native to Harbour Deep. '

House construction in the community is incredibly unsouﬂdproof-—

seemingly for technological reasons--and the people are aware

of, and influenced by, this faces Especially in summer,

whefi 'ndsws‘are open, those close to neighbors or to the road
éi:;;ZKWays keep in mind vocal level, and subject matter. As
Michelson (1970) concludes, tpey are -not so much bothered by
the noise, but rather are resérafned;fr&m making noise. In
a loud table conversation, the housewife cautions thermniabout
being overheard. Being close ta the road means then that one
can gather information, but one can ailso becom€ the source of
information, Sr the subject of conversation.

Inside the house as well, "soundproofness" seems to

be a determining factor in how others behavé in the house.

‘Many times upon coming downstairs I would elicit from the

men the sheepish comment "I thought you were gone", even'if_

. I hadn't been the topic of conversation. Often people entering

would ask where I was, whether because my presence would

alter their behavior, or because my whereabouts was of interest
1 am'ngg certain. Because of the“ability to "hear thrpugh

Fhe walls" theose inside can idenﬁify fobtsteps, and even

i , A,
skidoos. Conversely one can_ugpally tell by listening outside

just who is in the house, and what is going on~-a card game,

the TV, etc. This allows the same sort of preparation for one

~
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\
about to enter a home as it does for those inside when'they .
know who it is that iS coming. From information gathered

aurally and visually it is possible p& decide on a course of

action depending 6n whom one wishes to see. Through the

medium of.sound, the household spatial field is expanded to L
inclgde an outside surrounding area, such that people outside

of the house become a generalized part of the interaction‘

taking place within because of this ability to discern what is
going on inside in many instaﬁces. Those inside also make .

use of these aural and visual channels.

e visual exnw?sion of interior space is noticeably
dominant'fn H@bouf Deep..- The windows:play an‘extremely
important role in social relations. Not only are children kept
under surv;}llance by parents, and the comin%s and gaing ofi
people on the road noted, but'th;ough visﬁal means a major
gource of information and entertainment is provided. The
window act as keys to outside events and to information
exchange. Every householder's vigsual field varies with the
position of his_Pome. In other words, you can see what is going
on better from some houses than you can fromothers. Also,
because of the 1afout of the community,‘diffe;ent sections
have access to different kinds of information. For example,
not every house has a view of the steame; as it appfoaches the

harbour, and not all can see who it is that is on their way

up to the nursing station. Hence we have a variable information

\

-pool, depending on location within the community. 'An'unkn0wn

‘boat entering the harbour causes much speculation: what is .

3

\
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its purpose? who is on -it? how long will it stay? et’c. ‘
The mission plane and other 8 p}anes land\on the harbour--
dgain a great source of conjecture. - Calling out the arri;ral

of the steame;r ‘on the first sight is a major event, especiall'y
if one wishes to get to the wharf before she docks, or has
luggage to get ready and loaded. Men returning from a da% of
fishing can be seen from some points earlier than from others.
Some in the community, if they aré situated behind other
housés, or behind a point, wil% have lit.‘tle access to this
particular l‘c‘.ind of "harbour-related" information, and must \
eitimer. go out in search of news, or .wait until someone brings
it to them. The entértainment provided by visx:al inférméti'on
carries on 'constanfly in the form of a "conjecture game"

(or so it could be called). The conjecture game .is s-tudded
with "I wonder..."s and operates in a statement/restatement
fashion. "That's probably---—---- here for fish. Perhaps
he'll stay for the night." “Nawtatall! That's the--—=-m=mn .
She's here fior the nurse." At this poin£ the debate usually
becomes hot and heavy until positive information arrives,
usually in the form of a man or a child. "I wonder when..."s
are especially prevalent, so tha£ a watch is kept at the
window4 for the arrival of the awaited event. Much is idle
talk, since none may be particularly dependent on the spec;ific
arrival, but it provides an endless source '6f ‘conversation,
idle quest:.ions developing Jz.nto full fledged explanétions.’
Speculations on the steamer are always able to stimualte
conversation,‘ and rushing to the window with a false ala;m of e

ot
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"Here comes the steamer!" is a great joke, especially if
someone jumps.' Visual information is supplemented by visitors
coming in, by sending children ou% {(not often done) or by
children returning, or by hailing a passerby on the road from
the bridgp‘_\ Certain visual events function as a source of
common* shared enjoyment, such as calling everyone to the window
to wave to a woman passing on the road, who (used to live in

the community, but had since moved away. .

0

) But visual information alone is not sufficient to
clue one in on the events taking place. Those up on the hill
in SW Bottom have a panoramic view of the harbour entrance,
the road through the bottom, and 't}'le nursing station approach.
Visual access hh\a.n absence of personal contact w;)uld cause
the informational world to be "lopsi'ded“, especially in this
case where the distance from the road also cuts out the

&

aural' dimension.

-

Each of these. spatial factors--construction for
personal contact, acoustical field, and visual field directs
- the focus of interaction inward or outward, dei)ending on the
specifi:: area and its use a$ culturally defined. These *
varying focal directions and quantity of interﬁction are plotted
.diagrématically in Figure 3 so that we can picﬁ\ure each'space
and its spcial patterns. As shown in this diagram, for the .

people of Harbour Deep in interactional terms the bridge has

" a strong outward _focus; as do the kitchen windows. The

! 1

) \
kitchen itself engages interactions that are most strongly

focqéed on activity within the kitchen, as it becones the

\

.-
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Figure 2: Harbour Deep House Types
Bungalow type, Single Story -

KITCHEN BEDROOM
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BATHROOM

BEDROOM BEDROOM
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SCALE: 1" =5 ftﬂ

"Figure 3: Interaction Patterns
Inward and outward focus for each area of use
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rhajor area of contact between the household and the dutside.
The visitor pat'tern directs moderate inyvard focus from the
bridge to the porch and hence ﬁo the kitchen; and moderate
focus as well is channeled C:yOWard the Room without TV. With
the TV, the Room becomes another strong inward focal center.
The non-public areas of the bathroom and the bedrooms play a
small part in the particular interaction between the family:
and the community ."lThese various patterns are quantifiable
enough to illuétrét“e and aide in.dc'efining the living spaces .
within a Harbour Deep house, considerjng face-to-face contact,

acoustic zones and visual fields--all dimensions of spatial

-

usage with the house }si whole at the center.
From the fon::’e;g ing we can ask what is the impact of
the aural and the visual fields on community structures. In

. 2 . )
Gan's-work, The Urban Villagers (1962) he posits that

‘surveillance of everyone by everyone else was of such prime
importance because of the fear that some. other< pattern migflt
deve10p,. and ;iisrupt the binding social networks in the
‘cqnununity. .We can speculate\ that in Harbour Dgep's spatial
world, the aural, visual, and con\tac£ dimensions function to
dist'inguisl‘f one house from another, and so. for the peoplé
within,them. As in the case of SW Bott;om, some locations arem
isalat(e@%ln one dimension or another, which crea,tés paftterns

of exchange and informa;tion flow. Each location wauld thus

' . .
emphasize the three types of information (contact, aural, vi@al)

differently, depending on visitors, closeness to the road,

and view. Some -locations are almost self-sufficient in

JRUPEDRRS
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respet¢t to information: they are convenient for passersby,

are close to a_Well travelled path, and can see a great deal

of what is going on. Some areas within the community are

very powe;rful in an information sense because of their easy
access, while others might be termed.weak in that they have
little opportunity to catch a "piece of the action". Community
cohesion for Harbour Deep is affected _by the dependence or
self-sufficiency of each of its COxﬁponent parts, because of
j:he r.le‘céssirty for face-to-face contact in information

exchange. Assuming that a greate‘r amount of contact areates

a greater degree of cohésion, it can be seen that the feeli\ng
of comrﬁunity is undermined in some instances because of the
information self-sufficiengy of some locations, while it is
strengthened by the informatiional requirements of other
locations. For examiole: the Paint (a small section of the
community) is close to the‘ government wharf where the boats

and planes usually tié up. Theyuare close to the source of
information in all the dimensions of exchange: personal
contact, aural, and visual. People pass the houses on the

Point to go to the ',merchants', to visit otHers at opposite

ends of the community, and in sc}me ca"ses to collect mail. Hence.
the Point is in tl}e thick of things. Some other locations
though are deficient in some way: they may be able to collect ,
informatipn visually but noifnverify it through contact; theyJ
may depend on personal contact alone if a view is \not possible.

Y

As previously mentioned in this chapter, the reverse is also
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true, in that ’if one is closer to the road, the people on the
road are also closer to you so that one becomes a source of
information as well. This intermingling of internal and
external information with its spatial basis is the foundation
of community cohesion. The importance of location and
proximity in community and home life can be understood for a
culture such as Hagbour Deep which places a value on o
information exchange as a type of personal exchange. The home
with its internal and external directed interaction maintains’
a central position for the mémbers of thié community. The
relatédness of community and personal space will be disc;assed
in the next chapter, which deafé with community. .

The last‘aspei:t regarding the house and spatial
factors is thé area of home improvements. The changes that
are made, as well as those that are desired, tell an observer
much about goals and aspirations i; a society. The redecorating
which takes place in Harbour Deep illustrates some of the
homeowner's basic concerns.. In this community, most of the
;:efurbishing and altering i's done with the woman as instigator.
She is the driving force when the question of home improvement
arises. Most of the actual changes made reveal a concern v_ait.:h
the new, a striving for modernity and convenience, and an
attempt to maximize the possibilities presented by the'
environment &nd the tools at hand. Because the sel?aqtion of
modern items such as kitchen chromg tables sets or electric
ranges is very small, llimited by catalogue choice, the

expression of individuality has been shunted to a very few




60

sectors such as the color of the outside of the house and
indoor color combinations. The old is an embarrassment, 'unléss
it is seen as valuable and antique, the definition of which
has been supplied from those coming into the community from
the outside during the past few years. Along with electrical
applian;:es, windows are symbols of the new, depending on their
size and construction. A large window in the Room is an
aspiration of most families. The emphasis on’ windows may
revolve ardund the problem of receiving them intact as well
as the importance 9f the visua1. field. Historically windows
v{'ére a luxury. Windows have been removed from upsta}irs
bedrooms in S:ome' cases, because of the "increased draughts in
winter. This demonstrates a condern with. comfort eyen over
an increased visual area. The bedrooms also are not used as
often as lookouts, since they are removed from the social
arena of the house. Ease in care is a primary goal .of one
older resident, who lowered his ceilings so that his wife
.could c.':lean them without sténding on a chair. Here as in ;the

kY

presence or'absgnce of the daybed the woman's asp:"Lrations are

\

felt--the man's x‘ealm{is not the most powerful on the home
A . .

front.
1
In this discussion, an attempt has been made to

3y

extract the conflicts and ideals in the social realm as they
link with'physical/structural counterparts to guide behavior.

Harbour Deep constructs and utilizes its man-made environment
A )

based on certain underlying cultural precepts which have a

spatial dimension and spatial imperatives. In a study of space

- - g e e e g

" —— ~ ,or——y e e e
¢ i o

e s .

s

-1 . . . e
PIPRP . TR -t

e S

———




61

‘
as a cultural system, it is neces‘séry to take into account not
only the specific forms we observe but the use of these and
their extensions as well. In reviewing the specifics of the
Harbour Deep spatial world, a pattern based on the expressed
and the understood is made more clear. There 1s the expression
cif open welcome for any .visitor-—yet house construction allows'
a variety ;f "checks and balances" for both the householder and
for the visitor. Each spatial zone provides a pért_icplaf
boundary_Sf contact between the outside and the family, with
its own specific rules and guideliﬁes to social inte:ractiOn.
Through the pfogx;ession from bridge to borch, to‘kitghen, we ",
move from the public lto the more 'pers'on,al_ and intima.t‘e'. f{rofn
‘the kitchen to the porch, the shi‘ft is from an’ interxior to an
exterion séace. Each area is spatially amenable to its use,
depending on its part in the household pattern. Basing our .
1 . ° :
observations on the spatial/physical patterns, we £ind t?a\t )
many of £he points that are evident from a study of thié system
are mirrored :Ln the Harbour Deep style of life. "Expressed
but modified friendliness anc)i respect for éues’ts, and expressed
- and ‘dem,onstrat.ed desire for modex.;h'}ity and cleanliness are
elements of‘thisl life style. The particular configi:ratiéns

-
that these expressions assume can be viewed as particular

) )

adaptations to community isolation, where one is dependent
on_others witHin the community, their good will and aid, in
case of emergency or for everyday functioping. There is the

need but there are also the safeguards, as the discussion of

the forewarned entry into the house demonrsizfat‘ed. The
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.0f the spatlal system as it relates to llfe.

. * . iy .
.dnaw our concluding statement:

- B . . ,‘ - '.. H ¢ 62

-

construction of thé physical- environment and its cultural use

v,

blends the ideal behav.wr as it expressed w1th actual behavior

as it occurs daily. The phys:.cal world as it is structured

« -

creates a highly'developed setting for® the _interaction that

occurs between the individual and the group

Harbour Deep, lJ,ke any communlty,_must find its own
=

~resolutlon of the vital confllct between impingement on the

mdlvmual from those out.slde, an?a the regulathn of personal
R !
&

cdﬁtact. ThJ.s ig resolqu in Harbour Deep through structure

and- understood rules of mteract:.on.
Y

not determ:.ne behavior per se, each of the areas ex‘amined in

"\

Slnce space 1tself does

the house ig a demonstratlon of the cultural J.nput and effect

! -

S

I’he natural env1ronment as a spatial factor gives
Harbour Deep its own certairr layout and set'tlement pstternf-
socialiy_' and él}y‘sic/ally.
we é_an.exg:end our focus outward to include a larger whole, the

composite unit of the community. From Amos Rapoport we

.

"Finally, houses h1s0. provide the
.best way of relating the vwhole system
of house, settlement, landscape, and
monumental buildings to' the way of

, life (1964:10). o

r -~ ., L

Since we have now dealt with the house,

4
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CHAPTER III

The Community as a Spatial System

)

For the spatial analgsis'bf a community compared to
that of the house, it is necessary to expand our outlookrto.
include a more.complex whole. The eﬁphasis is on the pattérns
and configurations that extend throughout the cgmmunity'at
large. The house in the previous chapter was depicted in 1ightx
of its phygical space as £his reflected cultural themes. 1In
that chapter various spatial cénstructions and the behavior
associated with each formed a cohesive and coherent system in
a cultural context. A link in a spaﬁial‘sense was forﬁed
between the house and its surroundings through the vishgl,
éural and personal confact dimensions of dailf life. A
commﬁnity spatial study entails a different“aspect of this
lével and'type of analysis, in that the inter-personal patterns
that are eljcited are patterns of community uée in more of a
"public" than In a\"bersonal" vein. I hesitate to use the word
"private" in relation to Harbour Deep because of those factors

’

didcussed in the previous chapter: i.e. the home (in particular
the kitchen) does not fully qualify as a totall} “private"

sgace because. of its universal access. Hence the community's
pattern of spatial weps is a fesult of the interaction of
the effect of the natural enyiroﬁment and man-made uctu:gs.
Community patterns are not individually reguTated, but are the.
fin@l combination of the persocnal

the public. An overview

of the community netwo is'an excellent illustration of

b e - - rrerempay




social construction of space. The context for behavior is
determined by the design of the community itself, and in
Harbour Deep it is the natural environment which is the shaping

factor on the layout. . .

Again, keeping in mind the principle that space <
itself is a variable in interaction,'primary analysis ié made-
of the community on one level~-that of the gross physical
grouping, the pattern of settlement. In looking at Harbour
Deep as a community, we shall attempt to diséé}q if external
space such as inter-residence distance, Ehe placement of .
non—residenéial features such as shops, etc. is a domimant

. A .
factor in intra-community interaction. The'hoﬁsé as a unit
haé been.viewed as a focal center with ties to the surroundings
through extensions of its inté&ﬁal space. Now we need to
look at community in order to place theseunits in some sort of
Whole,hrelated through space and public~aréas. Are physical

groupings wi he community also social groups, and how do

It is this secondary type of analysis which leads beyond the

physical layout. b~ ‘ )

Physical Layout-—~Harbouar. Deep

The physical environment is a dominant feature in
Harbour Deep, with its steep hills and deep waters. Because of
level land, construction sites are few, and even though '

livelihood is’ gained primarily through fishiﬁg, home gardens
g o
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are a great boon to the family larder. Harbour Deep, with

its population of about 300 qu:an end-to-end distance of
about 1% miles stands out as a clearly defined, limited social
and physical setting. The community is separate&ﬁinto three
distinct geographical portibns—-primarilyfthe result of a
rough natural terrain--which have taken-on social coé&otations
as well. The sections are: the Northwest Bottom, the Poiﬁt,
and the Southwest Bpttom. Each area is /named for a physical
feature;—the two bottoms are at opposite ends of the community
along small streams, wﬁile the Point is a level stretch

protruding slightly into the .harbour (see'Map 3). Between the

Point and SW Bottom, the hillside is precipitous, forming steep

Sea cliffs. This used to be negotiated by means of various
boardlbridges, but a road has now been_blasted and bulldozed
for greater travelling ease aha convenience. Along one cliff
where a road is simbly not feasible, a crib-work roadway has
been built. The distance between the PQiné and SW Bottom is
about %'mile. The cliff blocks\%ny view until a certain point
is reached on the crib. SW Bottom has about 30 families, and

the Point about 13. F¥at land is more abundant in SW Bottom

than in either other area, which may account for its greater

density. '

The demarcation between the Poi@t and NW Bottom is
- I A . -
not as definite as that between the %Pint and SW Bottom. The

feature of separation is a granite face, now .a gradual road.

A

NW Bottom is more widely spread, with 19 families in a k'mile'

distance. It stretches'along the shallowing ‘water of the
- r : 4
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harbour where it meets the rocky course of the stream. "
Because of the shallows, when the tide .goes out'much of the
water frontage here becomes mud flats.

These are the three divisions and their ecologic
base. In a later discus;ion in this chapter we will find that
these divisions are npt only physical, but have been credited

e
with their own.individual characters by those in the

N

community. Each physic§l area can be correlated with a community
value that corresponds*£6'an idea 9f class and status. Before‘\
entering into this topic, we shalid¥ook at the exact make-up

of the community in more detail, with an emphasis on set%lement
and ip;efactional focal points.

The SW Bottom wag settled predominantly by those who
moved in from the outside coves in 1924, while those in NW
Bottom are for the most part the newer_residents from the
Northeast Arm. The hoﬁses of many were barged in, up the arm "
of the séa, and landed on the beach, positioned from there by
means of block and tackle. In SW Bottom, the houses are two
or three Aeep fnom.thekbeach front in piaces, now that more
dwellipgS'have,beén built. The Bottom was totally covered
with thick sﬁénds\of evergrééns, the brook‘waé close by so the~
prime spatial concern was flat land. After the treés were
cut down in later,years, the people were aware of how closely
togefhef they Qeﬁe settled. Said one older woman: "Yes my
dear! People wouldn't have built so close nowadays--but we

couldn't see each other so plain then"--a comment on thg visual '
¢ .

‘doffiain.on a community .scale. )

SN S
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Each fishind crew's flake, stage and store is
positioned along the waterfront, most often im front of the
owner's house. A few years ago, when two new families moved
in from other areas, one man barged his house in, and then
dragged it as far as possible up the stream bed to position
it on the bank. Another simply floated his in on a high tide
(moving a stage or two), and béached it. Gradually he has
%uilt up ground arouné the foundation--but. the site still

floods periodically during the year. Kin tend to build close

to each other on the male side, if space permits. Residence is

PP I

patri-local, with newlyweds: living-with the. husband's parents

AN

until they can start their own'home. The pattern appears )\ E

viri-local as the family ages, since the parents most often
move in with~one of tﬁeir sons. One of the factors in deciding ,
on a house location is that of work and partners. Traditionally
fathers and sons fished together, so their, equipment, nets,
boats, and stage were a central concern. Living near each |
\other was praétical and convenient, and they could aid in
buiidiﬁg new residences. Now with the,qpildren going out to
Univqrsity,.and staying to work, the traditional pattern no
longer exists to such a great‘extent.\ Settlement patpérns'then
are a result of environmehital factors, such as flat land, ’
work patt®rns, such as a common éccupatidh, and social groupings.
‘ The residents of NW.:Bottom are primafily those who
lived in tﬁe area.?alled Northeast Arm (or °‘the other arm;i
until ten years ago w@en the,se;tlemeﬁts consolidated. NW Arm

is along the same sea inlet*as Harbdur Deep, but it is closer
q ~ f
‘ i

L
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to the open ocean, separated from the present communify by a
steep headland. The consolidation was a forced move--NE Arm
was left withdut a school or a steamer stop. About 13 families
were living in the Arm at the tiﬁe, some having already shifted
'into Harbour Deep itself.

With this brief description and by using the maps
provided, the reader can hopefully gain a general’feeling for

the layout of the community as it is mediated by physical/

environmental features. With this layout in mind, community-
. ‘u b

s

interaction iﬁ térms of spatial variables can be more clearly
understood. |

The effects of proximity and environmentally
enforced spacing can be preceived’ at two different.levels--that
of the micro scale;and that of the macro scalé——both levels

dealing with the closeness of -the relationship betWeen‘the

social and the physciallgroupings. At the micro level, a

separéting distance of % mile is a barrier to interaction
within the community. "Why, I haven't seen Kate since last
Christmas. Never get down Fpat way." This is especially true
for some of the elderly who are not comfortably mobile (during

the provincial election the owner of the community's only

rvehicle took those unéble to walk to the polling place in

the ‘lodge. For some ‘of -thede people it was the first time in
about twenty &eﬁfs that they:had;been'to thégSW.BottGm)}. on
the hacro scalé on the other hand, the l%.mile extent of the
community appears minute, thch brings forth such comments

as the observation that Ha;bélr Deep must be "one big happy

4
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family" (a comment made by a crew member of a pulp wood ship).
This study will be based on the'micro level, attempting to

discern community space as the people themselves perceive and
use it. We will want to know how the physical environment (in

both the natural and man-made fealms) affects the daily life
. 7 .
of the inhabitants and their attitudes toward the community
"'& -

and othersliving in it. Again, the major problem to be studied

is the overlap between thele attitudes and physical space as

cultural components and the effect of’fﬁ;;E‘c?Pponents upon

~

.

the definitions of those in the community c?néerning'others

c

within the community. % Ty
y

. L[]
In a spatial analysis of community life, we beu?me

‘.

awa#® of various focal points and,activity\cenﬁaﬁf, just as in
. Vk‘ :

‘Fhe,study of the house a number of living areas became more

clearly defined as to their.place in the pattern of interaction.
~ * .

» In Harbour Deep, with its geographical layout, these focal

points and activity centers ar%/9£ extreme importance,as

forées in eve;%day encountefé. The analogy of a beautifully

?fgpctioning flywheel engine could be applied to the

\

community and its workings; interd;bitated wheels, of various

'diménsiong and varying centacts revolve around numerocus

]

. ) L 3
‘centers, presenting a series of contacts flpwing into one

©X )
another. Some wheels are more isolated and smaller, while

_somé,pa?e a multitud¢ of contacts. ' Nonetheless, the rotation

k]

d

of one causes‘m?j?mentbthiéughout. Such is daily life in
C SN : :
Harbour Deep, with its interactional wheels constantly turning,

the .centers of which we shall term focal points.

N
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Community Patterns: Focal Points

A list of the "public" areas and their locations,
with reference to Map 3 (pg. 67 ) will aid in an understanding
of‘the community process as a whole. These are the specific
elements of spatial interest on a community scaie.

Harbour Deep h;s a Post Office, a nursing station
run by the Grenfell Mission, a\power plant giving 24 hour
gervice, a school for grades 1 through 10,.a‘government wharef,
a theater-poolhall-youth hall, seven shops (three &ttachéd'
to homes, two larger cash-and-carry establishments, and two
merchants), a lodge which was thevpgevious school, the
Community Council house, and the Anglican Church. Located in
the SW Bottom are: %he Post Office, the nursing station, the
lodge, two of the small shops and one cash—and-carry shop, and
the church. On the foiﬁ£ is the échool, the power plant,
the theater, the government wharf, the other cash~and-carrry
and one small shop, and the local merchant--Chesley Pittman
and Sons. NW Bottom is'the site of thekaiher merchant--Joﬁn
Reeves Lt&.--and the new council house. The location of these
places has influenced'the specific patterns of idtéraction "
that have developed. We will term each of these places a
focal point, discussing their particular spatial-interactional

attributes, and the part that théir precise locations have

played in the forﬁation of attitudes and<‘etworks.

e ——————
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Focal Points and Community Use

From the enumeration of\pgblic constructions and
their locations, two things are appa;ént that would cqnceivagly
affect community interaction: the first is that most of the
focal points are.either in SW Bottom or on éherPoint: the
éecond is that each community section claims a ggvérnment
service element. What is most important for our purposés is
the rélative weighQ that each focal point carries in térms
of contact and interaction: i.e. some points Have a very
limited use and have little effect on interaction within the
commugity as a whole. To‘determine the importance of each
element in the daily lives of these people; we refer to
general ethnographic informatAOn as background upon which to
base observations. The fact that HarbourlDeep is. isolated
except for travel by water, ahd mail déli§¢ry, places imporpance
‘on certain points for interaction, such as the government wharf
and the Post Office--if their ties outside'the community are
considered by the peoéie to be vital, which iQ a que#tion,we
must ask. Reminding ourselves of th isolated situation and
emphasizing the nécgésity for-face—to—facs, person-to—-person.
contact, we can look at the.use of focal elements in the

community.

ol
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~the next day of business.

Harbour Deep Spatial Systems
>
Public areas are usually designated for a specific
use--additional usages are added by the particular needs of
the community. For example, a school, by definition, is for

the instruction of certain age groups at certain times. But

it may aléo be used as a teenage hangout, a community center,

a dance hall. leferent locations then have defined as well

as habltuallz?d uses. . [

4 . When' burldlngs are constructed w1thln the community

various amounts of plannlng are employed. The Post Office
and gmall shopl, are attached to the proprietor's home--a
limiggtion to location--but the other public places on the

- L
. .2 , . s :
list have no- such constraints. Thus some locations are the

result of plannlng with the total community in mind, and some

locatio the result of higtorical accident (i.e. SW Bottom

C/

was the imary settlement and hence has the church and the

) L4

old school). —

SW Bottom . ' : . . -

Through watchlng the road and the harbour, and by -
taking part in the daily act1v1tles, Harbour Deep becomes

ali% to the observer. The mail arrives Tuesday and Friday“

nights by boat in the warmer seasons, once & week by plane ih

1

the wiriter. It is sorted and collected by the people on

Picking up the‘mail_haS'its regular .

. - - T Tlimimeme b o e e et 8 e 1o
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 news imparted to others is that.dealing with'her\own‘peISOnal

“deal of 1nformat10n about those in the communlty‘is channeled
money--but for her there is a definyfé separation between
.with the Post Office is strictly cbnfidential, and the only

;nteractions: This would’of course depend on the individual

75

routine for eachlfamily. Who does the collecting depends on
ﬁa@rly composition, distance and weather. Sometimes older
people who have ell day are sent, sometimes cﬁildren go after
school, Those from NW Bottom must take a relatively long .
journey to -the Office, passing the merchants and shops on their
way. This means that collecting the mail takes longer for

them, but it also means that they have a chance to pick up

community informat%on and visits along their way. ' Some come

by boat, a much quicker trip, but with no contacts. Those on

P

the Point have a shorter.trek, while those in SW Bottom can
run ub'the'hill--e ten iinuté job Their opportunlty to E
chat is limited to a shorter distance, and to thOSe that they

might run into at the Office. ihe arrival of.the mail

~ . .
Eahi i PPN ITIE PN

brings representatives of the entire community in SW Bottom,
At the Post Office is the CNT set, over whlch phone

messages and telegrams are sent and recelved The post mistress

collects for C.0.D. parcels, flllS out hore orders, sells

stamps,' and operates the CNT radlo-telephone. Thus a great
through her: she sorts the mail, send messages, handles
business and personal information. All interaction dealing

e

in the post mistress position: - the office here functions for

the most part as a formal communication center. .




The nursing station, an imposing structure along the.

road to the Point, draws people for limited events and reasons.

“The nurse makes a daily round of the community, so the people

&

come te the statioen only for treatment, emergencies, or
} ) .
special services such as the arrival of- the eye doctar (the

people are always extremely:willing for the host part to péy

a call to. a visiting dootor, espeoially if they are told to

do so by the nurse). News of thé pétients;;t the hospital in i%,
St. Anthony can be obtained at the station or through th;i'
\

.nurse by means of a radio set 1n the statlon.ﬂ'The fact of‘thé
\ .

.station belng close or far~away seems in general to~be of llttl‘&
'consééuepce!'because it is a frequentudeétination as is thé
Offioé:'_What matters is the‘time involved: how long it takes

to get the nurse; how often one:mgst go for treatmeott what

‘s

the‘weather is like: The station is also used-now‘and:thqn to-
hbuse certain visitors, for weddings and such. The station
ﬁgnctions as a pqint.of security ' because it is there.éﬁd
representssﬁedical aid. As a public orea it pléys o\gﬁailrrole

" in” dally community l;fe. \ | »

The lodge 1s also along the road to the P01nt and
51m11arly to the nurSIng station it acts as a focal point. only
in special cxrcumstances. This used’to be the communlty
.school, but noé is used for the Men's Orange Lodge qeetlngs
(Sweet Liiy Lodd%), thofAnblican's Women'SwAssociation;"
meetlngs, soup suppers to raise money-for the church. weddlng
receptlons for the whole communlty, and courses given by

the Fisheries College in the £a1l of,the year. To attend any

A
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of these functions except for the classes, one must venture *
out on foot at night--which does not deter many when a "Time
. (
is on the go." The lodge does not bring .people into SW AN i
- : 4 ) J
Bottom itself, but rather functions to bring the three areas
S,
together socially. The events held in the lodge aﬂ# not 4 ff_

v unlversally attended-—not everyone belongs, to one organlzatlon o
or the other, or cares togo tothe social events. Also, when ,
the stove must be kept warmz and ége_children looked after,
either husband or wife must stay home. Which of ;he‘t&e.arrends

the gathering is usually dependent on the type of function L

1

a2V T

and the time of night. At a Time. or soup supper the. wom&n 'ﬁ
’ >
and children plus teenagers are most likely to be present

e =S Y

.. ‘earlier fn the evening, for most likely the men will be

socializing elsewhere. Towards midnight all gather for &

et ot Ao

dance, and a little fun. So in mdst cases, the group in the‘

flodge -at any. time ié:a select group, depending the variety of

v

s

factors at work.

The*communlty Anglican, Churqh.was bmllt elght Years

.ago by the communlty w1th totally volunteer labour.- It was -

©
AN

repainted in the summer of 1951, agaln by volunteers, ard the

women. in the community form weekly work partles to sweep and

mop, and do whatevé% cleanlng/rs necessary. The church is the
Slte of specxal events such as weddings, baptisms, and
. conflrmatLOns as well as the usual Sunday service. An evening

serv1ce, delivered by.a lay reader (the.prlncipal of the seheol)

is part of every Sundgy. During the suﬁmer‘with the arrival of
\ e : N .
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the catechist two services are given--a morning and an evening

one. Hymns are sy accompanied by the church organ--two of

the women in the community take turns playing. The morning

service is attended by men and children only, so that the

women can cook Sunday dinmder. The evening service is atterded

-

by women and children for the most part, with a few meﬁlpresent{

p Eveniwf%hoazwéhe morning service, the attendance of the men ‘
in the evening did not increase. Usually there\ere between
50 and 70 pefsons in attendance. Each famiiy si@g\if a certain
!ﬁew each Sundayf”énd here the§ leave tﬁeir'hymnals and prayef
‘books.\TPerle are identified as to which sécEfon,of the
community they cofie from. Few of the men sit with their families,
and instead they occupy three or four rows :; the back of the
church. Church for the children is entertainhent, when they

can poke or tickle each other until some adult puts an end to .

- e N e A e i e B TS e 2
.

the shenanigans with a cuff or a stern word. Many in SW Bottom
said they used to go to thurch regularly "down the othef arm", ‘ /
: n \, .

but never npwwith it so far away--but this reason for not

attending is expressed by the women, for the proportion of men

n%t ettending church who livg/quite nearby is also. high. '

This dietan?e factor for the 1nd1v1dual affects knowledge of . i 3

" current events in the’ ‘community--in ghurch announcements are . i
made conc;%ning future\soc1als, collectlons,-or church'news, ' .
Such -as the,blshop s proposed date’ of arrlval “ the start . . e

'of catechism classes, the progress of the Sunday school sectlonf

{k . ‘ . Sunday is the women g day off, and:they,take full

advantage of it.. Women from SW Bottom visit friends in-

. o . . .
PR
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NW Bottom and on the Poiht, and vice-versa. After church
the.men stand outside in a group, watching and talking,.while
the women go to;Vieit friends:for a cup of tea and a lunch,
leaving theirghusbends home to watch the éhildren and tend
the fire. Women may stop by when the wife is elsewhere
visiting, and will either wait for her, telking with the man
at home, or,ﬁill move on to anothér house. ,If a‘man is known
to.he "watching the fire", other men‘may‘on occasion drop by
for a Sunday call. This ie nosﬂneCessarilf to avoid the Jife,
but rather to provide some magbuline company. Here the

location of the church affects its agttendance composition and

- also affects the make-up of the women'!s socializing group.

From the nature of theif daiky routine, and intra—cOmmunity
work progects, the men are in contact more with one another
than are the women, regardlessﬁlf where they llve. The church *
in thls'case seems to function not as an integrating activity,
but rather as a schéduied‘activity'and a meeting place ﬁ&r the
women. In the church .and its congregatlon we have the first
example of sexual dlfferenve 1a'the use of a public place--a\
'dlfference which w111 be found to be basic to much of the

~
activity 1n-Harbour Deep.

. -The shops in SW Bottom itself are ueed.mostly as
nelghborhood" grocerles.> small 1tems-for 1mmed1ate use,ﬂ;e
¢
hought there, the blgger supply shopplng belng done at the<

larger shops. The kids buy :ice cream and candy 1n large

~N
~quant1t1es at these shops, ‘and. the meh buy thelr c1garettes and

tobacco-. One of these shops has-the only llcegse to sell beer .

. . . -
" . . ",_ .

4
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~ .
in Harbour Deep, and as a result draws more than just those

from SW Bottom. Beer drinking is not allowed in the shop

itself, so it does not function as any sort of tavern. Women

Usually send the cbildren, even khose of four or five, to

the small shops for a needed item--posgiblé because of proximity,

an impbr;ant feature in daily ac¢tivity, a feature that NW

' BQt;pm lucks. In the evéning one or two men gather'here to.

. " ' uatcb the'qgtivity, talk to the cust mérs and exchgnge a few

K t;dbibs of news.. The women might hdve the chance to stop for ;
a few minutes at the shop duriug.the day, if the children are
all in school, or if one of the older ones is at home, but
they rarely spend much time in the shops soc1allzlng - o ‘ ¢

AN

a . The larder cash-and-carry shop is very near the crib, ;

<.

.. a ten minute walk past the staion and the lodge from the Bopﬁom.
Sy .

}
: . i
The prices-at this place are quite. reasonable and it carries {»

' o . . -
. the only Ski-doo parts in the community, This shop is a
"~ . .
branch.of a Sop s Arm based gperation, and has quite #&yood. - ‘\>

selection--but does not extend the same Te of credit as“that -

given by the.merchants. Uu%sed to the cgébbgcouomy, the people- - a
.} ,are reluctant fo take advautage.of tﬁ?ﬁbetfér prices. Alsb; -

loading from th'ié ghob vis a bit more kward if o ej coutes‘by ‘
boat, which is the geperal transpbrtatlon f£dr th eekly R o

‘ . prov1510n1ng whlch lS on a larger scale than -the small iten
day—to—day buying;‘ With 50 lbs. of flour, ‘a 50 1b. bucket. . . ifu f:h

b; :_ of salt beefjbi pork or both, and pounds of potatoes, onlons, N : s

\ oL and cabbage, bne usu@lly needs a. boat' ThlS cash-and-carry

has a more dlfflcult 1ocat10n for loadlng but is gr;dually
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expanding its clientele. All of these shops as focal points

are similar in their use of "loitering" spots, especially for
N .
the men and the young unmarried chaps when there is no . ,

immediate work that must %be done. -, ) :
¢ , t !
' These, are the focal points in the SW Bottom, and an

interestingjpattern emerges: focal poiqtsfsuoh as the O0ffice

that increase traffic but not visitiné and interaction are
I

offset by others such as the lddge which h3s the opposite effect.

Some focal' po;nts have a strlctly local (meaning ftom the \
4 .
’ ' Bottom) use, while others draw their cllentele from the

community at large, agaln increasing tpaffic‘and integraction

]

&y . :
networks within the Bottom. How do these focal pointﬁigzc
SW Bottom compare and contrast w1th those ln the other tions,

and how do they relatg to the community as a whole? - g

P .
>

The Poin : : < . . i
v . | : ™~ J_ . | '
) Two of the important community. focal points are located
(- . ' ' : o . ,
“on the Point-*the school ahd the government wharf, The school = =~ -~

L3 { “ A
\‘ 15 new, the most eye catchlng structure in thé settlement, built

B

: s hlgh on the h111 PVer ooklng the wharf, There are‘three rooms
. | _'w1th aﬂ‘enrollment of 89 pupllsih It 13 also used fof’Sunday
“ﬁ:ﬂschool classes, publlc meetlnga, and centaln types of 3001a1
‘ :' functlons (such as fancy Wﬁodlngs; when perm1581on 1s given byd
the schoollboard Before the October '71 prOV1nClal electlon,‘

—

che L1beral memher for Whit Bay North held a pub11c<meet1ng

e e e
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] L]

member of each family present plus a scattering of young people.
' The men lined the walls at the rear, with the women for the e
most part sitting near the front. There seem to be no

sanctions in this society about sitting with the opposite sex,

but men and women sit as distinct groups out of preference ‘and

-

familiarity~-another illustretion of separate realms based
on sex in terms ‘of common interests and know.ledge.

When ,schoo]; is i.n session tixe kids during recess' rush
down to the shops en the Poinlt, spending penniés on apples and '
>cara.mels and bars. Placed in the center;éf the co'mniunity, the |

school draws the children to the most.traversed portion of the

. -
community, the Point. Its location was not by accident, as it
, \

was felt that a ﬁ\idway point was only fair for the children in
SW or NW Bottom. Because .of its type of 'functipn, the school - !
acts as a limited focal point avig:hiri the community, removing ' i
the children b’ut nor directly invo‘lxring the older people

except When it is the hall for a meeting.

The government wharf contributes to creat.l.ng a hub of

s o actlv:t?;( on the Pmnt % The steamer calls tW'J.CG a week in
o - © summer, collectlng and discharging passengers and frelght. . All ol

.incoming boats dock here, whether pLeasure yachts, fishery

\\

"boats, or the Stratheona from the Greﬂfell MisSion. 'Dﬁring the -
v s . .

summer, most of the . commun:.ty, espec:La.lly the youn people,

, e
/. turn out for the arrlval of Ehe steamer, watchlng He- passengers

R L e N

and helplng w1th the u‘nloadlng. The wharf as. a focal element :

f prov:Ldes entertalnment, J.nformatlon, -and bus:.ness all rolled
s N * N r -
- S -+, ~into ome. Here is tm prlme source of first hand 1nformat10n '

Ca
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4

as to exterior events. The wharf:,is-'t'he coming together of the

to the porch of the house. A further discussion of the steamer
. N :

and its part in the definition of Harbour Deep's isolation will
/ - . » :
be contained in the next chapter.

L]

. The local merchant" is directly’ off the wharf, sg -
that the goods unloaded from the steamér can'be taken directly

to his shq)pk or into the Storade space. Some of the older men

(2N

say that the wharf should have é'one in SW Bottom, since a vote

was taken on the desired location for the: whar¥ and the outcome

A)

designated SW Bottpm (this was about 1952. or so). Others say

— LV

the conditions'of the water--depth and ca-xlmnesls—#a‘re better on
the Point. T?e coMpetition for the wharf gives us some clue

as to the importance in the community. patterns of this one

.

elemént. (PR

* The Point mexchant \}\ms become a general informél
s !
meeting place, .a place to find out the latest news. As in the
. . ) .

Iy .

\

smaller shops, ‘the men stand about wat‘chi_ng«-actii/ivtiﬂellinq

stgr:"pa andjlistening, while the‘ women comé and g‘o' on their

efranés.’f' "Goir?g down ‘to ) " is a f"orxp' ;Jf entertainment,
as 'weli as \V‘Lf)us‘line‘ssv-'—and 6né. does‘f.not‘ need \any pretext ta )
"loitér.". Dif-f?;:en»t times c;f day fﬂmd various _pg’ople in~1;héf
s‘xl'xop—-.in the .?o'rning; séme lOf. the glder.~me_r: sit. in the: éun; 6n._ y
t':he'_ so‘;t d!r:Lnk cases. ~In the afternoon orne '.'.is x;ic_:-f'e.‘_ ‘Likely éq '

v R

find the young men tellipg jokes, and ‘teasing, whereas aﬁ:f‘-’:

hl .
H

night the family meh have their own forum, 'u§ual;g punct_uated .;.‘f;‘

outside and the inside w&/lds, the contact zone itself--analogous ° ’

1e

- with healy sildhgs. Much Gf this pattern,-as everything else;!
A : ' : <" T T S A,
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is dependent the weather--rain and -cold being an invitation
. b}
to stay at ho : Women do not usually come to shop at night

but confine their buying to the daytime. This again does not
hold for ever)éone’, as some men and sorne women are rarely
seen much cutside of the\hﬂme.
¥ '’ puring the day one of the local girls helps with the
) ' . customers, giving the kids ¢_ahdy, gum, soft drinks, bars, and
. . S

. '/f}uit for their money. , Bi.\yinlg goods does not entail‘much

conversation: often one siinply makes a list which is presented

at the shop and:filled by'those behind the couhtern wijile one

waits. Talk is‘on a personal or news basis, depe’%ing on what -
is current. The weather is always a good topic. Also, one ¢
does not get down to business i.mmediately--—usually ‘there is a
perJ.od of pac1ng and looking, around, or pa551ng a few comments . ,
w1th those present before the matter of goods ls\brought up.,

I have seen men, pace and shuffle for at beast 15 minutes
before it was mentioned that they would like's ﬂpotmds ‘of
potatoes and % po{Jnd of chesse. This coﬁld be interprn:eted in ‘
light of the fact that the Harbour Deep world is :xtremely
personal; and tles must be maintained. Coma.ng into a shop and' » N
] J.rmnedla::ely beglnnJ.ng your bus:l.ness would be toq\much like a

demand--an J.mpersonal type of interaction. The bulk o:Es the

goods are kept in the storehouse, so that someone mus{ go and

fetch the amounts of pmduce requlred The Point merchant
AR  differs from the Bottom c:ash and-—carry shop in that at the
merchar{t s the ‘goods are handled by the shopkeeper rather than

‘V“

o the customer. The cash—-and carry is based on the 1dea of'a
4 . . )
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supermarket, even being equipped with a few shopping carts

with whd.ch children make life dangerous. it the Point, ane
half of the shop is given over to household goods and clothihg,
and one \\‘,*is less conspicuous in this section while browsing.

' Interaction takes place in the foodstuff section. )
During thel’ day pebple cah be seen through the ‘f‘ront window
as they. entet 'the shop, btlt those coming in cannot see who is-
present . qIn :he €venings ‘the sit‘dation is in reversg, with
those oh the outs_ide’ gble to take stock of any group present.
This visual reversal 'and howuit affects interaction is
dependent on the. p‘urpose for being there. During the day
most 03 those coming into the sho‘ps"are wome.n,‘ with specific

3
errands. At night the visit t9 the shop is primarily social,

and therefore the people present affect the decision to enter

or not.

Going into the office off the general shop is an
'entirely,different matter, vfor this area has connotations
of being reserved ‘éolelyijsfor serious business. Here accounts
are.settled, and matters squared away. When three |

newspapehnen :Erom St John's appeared in the community,. the
N

' shop offlce was designated as the meetlng room for the press-

*

conference. Four ‘members of the five man commun::.ty counc11
. { . 3,

were’ present, plus the other merchant, ‘the owner of the

cth-‘and-carry shop on the Pomt, the Po:.nt merchant’ and his -

? 1

‘Wlfe, the anthropologlst, nd of course the three from the

>
paper. The door to the offi%‘:e was - shut on the lagge grgup

f

B

of men and YOung fellows t‘hat had gathered out31de— agaln

- * f‘l

-

. ‘rw,f-.;

RSy .....w e g e

N gttt dIie T
BRI S
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illustrating that privacy in Harbour Deep is in the visual

realm, for much of what was said aould be heard by those in

attendance out in the shop. i . .

L@
k)

At night, when the shop is open,’ the pattern of use
is much different. .Nothing of consequence is bought, business
being primarily in. bars, soft drinks, and cigareotos. The

men pres-ent sit si'le-.ntly unless a topic or a story‘ -happons to
cr;:zp up. When the steamer is due, or strangers are in tlgg ) .
community and their boat \is tied to the whaﬁ:‘f, 'moré men and
perghap‘s a few women will be present. - Even when a female is
behind the icounter at night, the women still do not normally
appear. No one is allowed behind the counter, so everyone

patiently waits his or her turn. The goods that are bought

by others are noted and either commented on or conjectured

about. If a girl'puys a new dress,. perhaps she is going on

the steamer. ’

As for the information exchanged in this setting, it
is on topics that concein the community in general, such as

anyzthing that is new in the élace or anything that is expected

to happen (such as the arrival of the woodship), or something . .
. at ; ..

that has happsnéd. Talk here is along the same lines as’ kitchen

Ay

talk, but does not venture on to controversial topics if a

o

large gi:"bup* is present, Stories and tales are reserved for

5

smaller groups and are not generally part of ""shop talk”. With -

‘ the- arrlval of someone in the shop, talk slows until the

person entenng the door is identlfled and then the toplc is

, mod:,fied if need be (e. g. the arr:.val of the government off1c1al




‘Wwith teenagers sitti on benches around the perJ’.phgryG of the

87

changes the tenor of conversation). This shop is not used by
the youth of the community-~-they meet in the theater. '
This shop is a hub of information exchange, through
location primarily, and its strong position as a link in a
familiar pattern. The shop allowg for contact between people

4
without visiting another ‘s home. The people passing, the

'y boats. docking, the conversation flowing all make this shop the

major focal point it is, in information exchange through

face-to-face interaction. Seeing this afea as a type of

building complex which attracts participants, we ‘now move to a

discussion of that part dominated by the youth--the theater. P

PR

The theater, a rectangular plywood bui lding immediately

Lerdaby

off .the wharf, is run by the merchant's fourteen year old ‘son.'
It appeals primarily to the youth of the community, and is '
equipped with pool table, :juke box, and a movie projector with

which cowboy movies of the 1949's aré sho;vn. The theater area

on a summer nJ.ghA; xs a buBy scene with groups of youn‘&‘ people

outside on the steps as well as inside. Youths alternately

gather on the‘road and go to the theater-. Most of the action

is from those playing pool when a movie is not being shown, n :

room, watching, talking, and munchingon sweets or chips from
L oy .

the canteen. The juké ‘box is usually pléy;ng——ﬁhe"icompany

man appears c‘mce"‘in.‘ eveiry four monthf' to chax}ge‘ the selec."'cions'.'
The theéter closes bétwéen 12 and l»o'clock »{and i;efore . ,
mldn:l.ght on Saturdgy nJ.ghts) ‘ and is open during the day for

o .
any who haVe tlme for a game of. pool The movies are well

s N
A f
. ”
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attended, and the audience hushed and attent‘ive. When the
University crowd is back"éuring the holiday,- they also frequent
the theater, joining in the activities. Now and then it is"
used for a dance but there is not encugh room-for a large
number of people. D'urf}né the winter, a.nd‘the school year, it
is open less fféquently. ‘

' After seeing a fllm, many of the marvels are,
recounted at home for the beneflt of those that were denle.d T
the experience--fight scenes aze rehashed, and people and plots

rehearsed. TV in this case is a mediating factor, for it shows
]

the new and current, in contrast to- the older movie fare.

L ' Thus the theater is the center of social activity for

the .4 to 25 age group and their guests. Parents view the

theater with mixed pleasure and dismay. It prowvides a place . *
ﬁor the YOung people to go, but’ it means too that money must .

be found for the movies, and that the young pe,opl.e will

y

“invariably-be late retufning. Bacause of the nature of Harbour .

Deep, few parents are afraid to let their children stay out late’

a T

at night, but when the nights strétch into the wee hours of

v
‘

the morning, conflicts arise. A late night usually means a -
late morning the next-day, with fewer chores done and less

\

help around the house. Someone is usually awake until everYQfxe .
: . R

isin for the’ nlght. o _ Y R

With the ib:.nt locat.'l.on of the. govermnent wharf,.the

1oca1 _merchant, and the theater, a soclal/busméss complex is
)

4

formed-—a da:l.ly attract:.on for Certa:m segments of the

conunum.ty. Here the -location of these focal elements .1s oﬁ
. ’_'- , . . "‘ h\ . . - ‘.'J~
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‘ Yy

the utmost importanee, for each augments the @ther in the

pattern of community use. These become central to interaction

on a communlty scale’ and sexve as domlnates in the information

process. Intexaction through space is focussed on areas -such.

‘

as these whlch serve a multltude of purposes. .

As for\_}xe remalnlng element of the Po:.nt. the ..

cash—and—carry shop and the small "porch" shop are not ‘

notlceable 1nteractlon centers, although the 1tem selectlon ln

" the one is very good, offering some Var‘iety. The small ,shop

handlgs ice cream and sweets for the children, and. does not

. ' A N N
serve & a place.in which to loiter, or to pick up.any news,
since it is actually. part of tne living quarters of the
proprietor. The poWer pfant contributes little to social

patterns, belng str:.ctly a work area, for the +two men~~-both from

“~.

SW Bottom--who- are employed there. ' :

e

' pctint', draving the people at certain times to the Point. The .

3 - A : L S
. local me-rchant‘s then' assumes great impoi:tance as an interaction

'A
S

»

and 1nformation center, f:{e} J.t seems that thew two complement each

PR

‘other. ' The theater is part of thJ.s whole pattern as’ :I.S the Ca

‘school. Focal pgmts c@n be extremely powerful dom:mates ln
~ f- : ',-_ e
1ntra—commun1ty relat;tons J.n Harbqur Deep.’ Among certa:.n I
¥ ) -

Thus the wharf. seeméto be the most powerful focal )

sectors of the populatmn—--—pr:.mar‘:.lx t:he young and the men—-these '

focal po:.nts act as areas for. groupfact:wlty and pl*ay, whereas

for' the women the effect of these J.S 1nd:|.rect depend:.ng On

PR i) .- N

what J.B brought into the home as far as mformatmn and news.

it A

SR g el T
T

-
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NW Bottom o ) 4 \

NW Bottom has the oths;:. merchant on its periphery,
along the road to the Point. John Reeves Ltd. is not the

general J.nformatlon exchange that ‘the local nerchant s 1s,—-1t

\ .
| e

15 Ffarther from the wharf, and.from the other communlty

A

'activlty centers. Even .$hough the“number of men patronizing

| K
s b D e 2 :
s is the less favored place for

the two is about equal, Ree

- '
©

a chat.

€

The Communlty Council house is also in thls Bottom.

The Communlty Counml was: begun in 1970, as a further‘ development

of the prevxous cominunnty body, the Road Board, The counca._l . 5
handles the fees colieqted- throughout the community, ahd

all'ots -any government money‘-such as the grant that was given

- .9
‘e

to build the conmunlty road. " The Council heuse was- purposely
located in NW Bottom to try and offset ,Some of this. - .

one—31dedness Ain terms af actl\uty centers, 1nd1cat1ng that‘ ‘
N -]

the ‘effect of -a focal point is reoognlzed 'bY. some, ln the e DL

communlty. 'l‘his dec:Ls:Lon of\ locatlon was made by the chalrman

. ~, . . N - / ' y v N *

and one or two »o'f the bouncxl-men}bers. When the local road -
" FEEAIN ’
-was buJ.lt from- August to November the men came /to the éounc:.i ST

. DY I

house for thelr pay cheques. Othermse, it is used . ‘ 4

mfrequently, except for the CouncJ.l meetlngs, and mﬁst of ’ A

’
! AP

llbrary J.n the house, to serve all the people. This’ nu.qht N C

\ LY}

+

then- become a focal po:.nt 1ocated in NW Bottom 1tse1f. .

N s

the people have not been 1ns:.de. It ig" hoped to put a commum.ty
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NW Bottom does“not have any community focal points

as such; nothing that draws those fror the other areas as a

usual part of their daily routine.. Because of the centers in-
the other two areas mentioned, it can be seen that NW Bottom

is the least travelled portion of the communit§ for those’ !
that live ln~the other;Sections; lThe others in the community
are then legs famlllar w1th thlS Bottom, espec1ally ln the-.
case of the women.. Llfe long resxdence ln Harbour Deep ‘does
.“not mean an equal acqualntance and famlllarity w1th each

" g 5

) 'sectlon. Some from sw Bottom have - never been.ln certaln homes‘

PRy

[

ot S B Wbl 7}

-l‘Ln NW Bottonland vlce-versa._ gut because of the focal 901nts T

4

"‘found 1n SW Bottom.and on the P01nt, such as the Church, Post #

Offlce, the government wharf whlcn serVe to brlng people 1nto: J"“ K

¢
these areas, these sectlons are better known to the majorlty

of the inhabitants. The result of thls.lack of.dlrect
‘information is that misconceptione are common-and false OPinionsz
based\on area:residence are held. This is not»toVsay that

contact would remedy~all-biases}rbut rather that' the lack of °

contract breeds certaln false impressions, and also creates

very dlstlnctlve cultural deflnltions, even in a place the size

K

. of garbqur;Deep. Here 1s the end result of. focal p01nts on

~

,commuhity attitudes in general. The locatlon,of certain 901nts

- w1th1n a communlty molds. the 1nformat1dn at hand, and defines

others in relatlon to these models.

4 f
i

\\\\~NW Bottom also has no small shops, 50 that any dally

shopplng requlres more t1me and dlstance.‘ The absence of

¢

shops means that the women - from this Bottom cannot send small

ety ot ol il LT LIS SRS




. i . ) . . .( ) ) ) I v
children to fetch an item, but must wait- to sehd’an older
' , o gel,

child or man, or go themselves with the children in tow.. .

Dally shopplng‘can be an 1mportant part of the information~-

spatial system for many of the NW Bottom women because of

their greater relatlve isolatlon concernlng personal contact

and visual 1nformatlon.‘ Hampered by chlldren, it is often
most 1mp0551b1e for a woman to, leave thg home 1n order to

plug 1n to some of these outs1de 1nformatlon channels.

After descrlblng and dlscus51ng the focal p01nts

‘ ,throughout the communlty, we w11l look at some patterns of

P

.”dally llfe 1n order\to grasp the essence of movement ln -

;v : <y

'1Harbour Deep Only tnen can we apprec1ate the communlty as’v

a system of flow and exchange. Here we w;ll 1ook in greater
depth at sexual dlfferentatlon in the\amount and, klnd of

o
knowledge poSsessed about the‘communlty Also, 1t is

1mportant to. discuss the seasonal character of various patterns

“of communlty use, from,snow fall through summer and autumn,.

patterns which vary accordlné

of transportation. .

e

iséasonal Patterns: .Male'and.Female‘Spatial Differentiation .

: : g ; )
- : g L

In summer, Harbour Deep takes~on fairy tale gualities}

,w1th clear hot cloudless days and cool nlghts. Men 1eave for

"‘“the flshlng grounds at- sunrlse, the putt—putt-putt of thelr

'lester englnes punctuatlng the dawn They usually remaln out

‘ln the boat untll sometlme ln the afternoon, dependlng onzthe

to employment and_possible means .

(3




clean scoured rocks. At these tlmes the only males 1n the

s L : ; .
conditions of the sea outside and the amount of fish caught.

They carry lunch bags, complete with a bun of homebaked bread}

tea or coffee, sugar, and,mllk, hard bread, salt beef salt - ,

pork, and onions with a lassie bun or sweets for dessert.:-
If it's a "good day on shore"'theyctie up in a cove,.stewing'

flsh, or having a pot of flsherman s brew1s, eaten on the
N

#

communlty are the‘older men who no 1onger go out flshlng,

those men dolng repalr work to thelr gear, or those otherw1se{"'

dlsabled or employed elsewhere such as; the men who work at

,\"-v“. -

the power plant. Durlng these days, the women and chlldren

are at home or out of the communlty v1srt1ng (1nter-commun1ty

N

) relatlons is. the subject of the next chapter) The women and

. girls scrub bake, tend the gardens, wash the clothes, chaSe

the children and go “to the shops. The gardens are focal\

-

po;nts,for the women, especially. if the olots are located -

along the road, | Someone. at work .in the garden invites comments

from all passers-by, some of whom stop to chat oVer‘the fence.

Weeding the garden Bringsnadjacént women out. to bomment on the

. l
state of the produce, and how lt waq,ln prev1ous years. The

]

gardens are located close to the owner s house if at, all -

. f

possrble, unlessljolntly owned by klnswomen.‘.Each garden,.as

well as that area :round the‘house'is fenced as a mark of

ownership as well as'a _eans of keeplng out maraudlng anlmals "

and chlldren. There are f': gardéns ln “NW Bottom,'ln some

. places because of the lack of sultable 5011 in.other cases

..for otheX easons.h Garden producé is ofteﬂ“sold wrthrn the

®
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: f; ,needed.; The women 1n the past Were a major part of the

B s I I e e e

communlty 1f\someone s cabbage or. turnlp crop lS partlcularly e 5f.fﬁw,“

-

large. Hence in the summer, locatlon of her garden can

expand a woman 8 dally contacts and 5001a11z1ng A T e
‘ my

Mall is collected and posted by the women and

'cnlldren and magazlnes such as Tlme and Life are well\thunmed--'

Y
in spare moments.' When the men return, the evenlng m%al 1s

o4

' served and then they are back to t e stage to clean and salt ,ﬂ n

),‘ R

' the flsh.- Sometlmes the flsh are f nlshed flrst, before the ‘Q;d:

.'- - . ,1.

meal.f One or Eﬁﬁ of the WOmen help the1r husbanda w1th thlB fﬁl:h

task, espec1ally 1f the catch is heavy, and eitra hands areg

‘iflshlng process,‘but now”with the smaller catches,xand“flshﬂﬂﬁ7f

l

'.},sold fresh or heavy salted,,they are not needed down on the&}~k’;f;: 4"ﬁQ

. g R
“_'flake. A few flsh are drled nowﬂ “but’ enly enough for the‘g K

Y, Sh
T

- _saurrylng along for the dally eplsode of “The Story“--The Edge

: n{x

] N T i

famlly use.' Aftér supper women clean away the. dlSheS, wash r-;?\"“

et N

¢

up, ready the chlldren for bed and perhaps crochet or watch ”'.7l1 o

v. - The men’ usually congregate o% the road swapplng tales\

3

and’ 1nformat10n—-to be dlscussed 1n more, deta11 later.”'ﬁ" -_'yj-\y“'i. v

'-.ﬂﬂ» : Not~ much v1s1ting takes place durlng these busy
! ’ \\
Summer~days, except for the womeh g01ng next door (uSually)
.vto see thelr mother or mother-1n law., ThlSVlSltlng pattern 44;

has altered for some women ‘as a result of modern technology

. ! 4

1nxthe forn of Tv (whldh as mentloned 1n Chapter II has also ~ﬁ3;f}”};d
:'changed the tradltlonal use of the Room) Some Houses have “: - lx'nguﬁﬂ
: now become afternoon focal p01nts by v1rtue or TV ownershlp.--

1.

'.At four Q clock most of the women and glrls can be seen :5’ ~§.fgtzﬁy_‘”

Tow e
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, head, espeCJ.ally 1f some spec1a1 event such ‘as the catch:.ng o

-""of a tuna or A shark, had taken place, or 1f they have some

O . ot ‘e .. l.- « .\
" 5.'."1dﬂ.e tlme to sPend before darlc. The stage heads dld not seem
, ‘.r,'. R '~jt.o be places of regular gatherings, except :Ln the event of a

L N celebratzon such as a weddmg Wlth some beer avallable. 8 'I'hen ’

W Yiess Y N

n

',the men wouid gather Wlth the boys at the stage head and then
g

BNV ¢ : t

""‘-return to thé 1odge for the dance.‘ At a dance,,it 1s uhusual

T :’;
n.:
T
SR

"»"_nothlng 1n partlcularos happenlng, the, men stay at home, ,’ '

\dOne by the sn_hgle glrls and young men. On a n:l.ght whe

dally happenlngs.. But durlng the day, the wemen 1n a llmlted

“ .. e,

sphere at home, usu.ally J.n that area surveyable from th.e

R S R S i P

i

’l .....
Th? commumty focal pomts takes on varled meanlngs for each

.».

« &

Sex, dependlng on how a; place 1s used, and where it flts 1nto
the dally or spec:.al routlne. ’ ‘ o

. ',"-'x'.'."_ In the late summer and fall,fthe da:.ly schedule

-changes :m character ' The days are shorter, the outsa.de

ar i) ~;‘<

T waters rougher and f:.shlng beg:l.ns to drop off

NN , P The men mJ.ght a150 gather now and then at the stage :

. Thus the men, both married and unmarrled are the

AL UUREP T R L v TR AW v

R most mob:.le members of the communlty. . the:l.r ‘flshlng acqualnts
et e S ST e ‘ i . L
T IR them w1th the outs.tde area, thelr soclallzlng 1nforms them of
o N T PR

bndge miscussea “‘ The House. Chapter) may act o qather e

I B ,',

The women e

S e

[
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..:" 1

“j.e’veryone knows of swarms ( "tousands and tousands of-'em my

L ,Squashberrles v and raspberrles g
R P )

' women trying to explain where they were and the men attemptlng

I seasons of berry plcklng ‘the women have a l:Lmlted mental map

| those whose husbands do not haVe a boa’t, and can not go

L and farther, looking fo,r remembered patches where the

: xftheJ.r gardens, storlng them m the cellar or the deep freezer.

‘The older chlldren go back to school‘ leavmng the1r younger

:,playmates rather forlorn. : ThlS 1s berry p;x.cklng tuneb when S

"F_‘.

ldear") ’of blueberr:.es, raspberrles, squashberrles and I
‘ RN . 1"- . | " K i )

partridgeberrles just waJ.t:Lng to be gathered

Because of cuttlng wood 1n< o

fl:n.es and deer flles. Us‘ually a berry foray ends mth the

.l
[P

to tell them where they should have been. Even after many

\ .

.:‘

and tend to spend much of the "expedltlon" tJ.me B " L

W

of the woods 2

often becom:Lng a famlly. affalr. One boat w1ll often carry a

number of women, usually those who enjoy berring together or : “

_.,< . \

otherw:l.se.‘ 'I'he men usually traVel ln palrs, ranglng up hlgher

o

R

partr:.dgeberrles grow th:l.ckly \ - The women fan out, 'searchmg

’ e . SN R 1
,; N \ ! ' .‘.'" . a - ’ - ’\‘1 -
. s TN \ \ ) d
. o 1
\ d 98 3
BN ’ ’ * ' i
. ] % . . . - ) - i
: \ y N s P ] . )
‘ _start to harvest carrots, cabbage, potatoes and turnlps from .

T e

battllng theJ.r way up clJ.ffs and through marshes, l’artrléigeberry
.. plcking f-s [more a’ Jomt effort because the berrles grow 1 S {
‘ thlckest :m‘ the onts1de ‘COVES» on the barrens.,,__’The men take . . %
the women there bY bqat, so all hands jom 1n, thls outJ.ng . ; /




N - \ i 4 ‘ ! ‘\ i
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& K ' - the more 1mmed1ate ar‘ea, wn.thln shout:.ng dlstance of one: L
-_'A ) TR : another. Often the slowm: or the weaker ones. stlck together," . @
- “. . . | .

and seldom does anyone wander off on her own. nght lunches

i
i
i

' are packed and left near the boats 50 that a- snack can be
eaten w:Lth the others ‘if anyone is so an{:lmed Berry plck]_.‘ngr_‘
‘ . becomes a m asqre of worth—-those who can plck the fastest .
i and the most are acknowledged to be very "clever", and "qulck" .
T r Axnounts are oompared and excuses made :rf one 'does not come up e
L to par (e gi "'I ploked m1ne really clean [w:Lth no ieayes or- . ; |
” ‘w tv;ags mlxed 1n] W r "Berry plcklng bores me after ‘a doup.l.e of v
l 1 . ‘":)A. ' i ' AN . ‘, . | | , “ s ;. ~ ."{::.‘,
. “ \.‘,‘;,:‘-'A-A_::- E;erry plck:mg groups can be seen as mdz.cators of | \ g
" " ' communlty a‘fflllatlons, and they are generally grouped w:.th ‘
‘:‘ 1'\.".;‘ f‘” | the POlnt ajnd the SW Bottom gomng togethe:,', W.'Lth NW Bottom o '-" ;
1';;‘}'.] - ";'.: on 1ts own.‘ In’ some cases a few women that thrlve on plckmg“: . :-"" s
L N berrles for; hoursj mlght go together no matter in which part - oo
1} R Jof. the communlty they llve, because they are - then always‘";’,‘.'_' s
T K . ’assured. en eager partner. - The wooded .s:.ectJ.on behlnd each - , ’ :\'\’4
: '\1 . portlon of the communlty lS con31dered to aInwst be prlvate 'I~ : ."“: '
:.,-:j:_ property, n that/ those from the Polnt and SW Bottom are-mot‘ : ‘ '
! S to 1nvade NW Bottom s bushes and 'VJ.cebversa (by ta01t agreement) ' R }
q /‘ "“. ) The- women and glrls go into the woods only for spec:Lflc reasons,‘, %
- x : suoh a5’ berrles“, never to s:.mply walk‘ or explore or for 1 - A :.‘;'
recreatn.ona'l reasons. Aga:.n; th:Ls rs one Taspect of sexual ) f
: .( dlfferentatlon 1n ‘comx‘nunlty surroundrngs % 1n knonldge and 1n ( \
\ ‘use. v 1|[ | S ‘ ‘l / ‘ R }
R
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' This sexual differentiation also .extends to .the . Loy

. - ot R Al . ! .o ' o L e . '
P knowledge of ¢ommunity- members as well. In a four month S . 4

\period-'-fromﬂigueit to Nove’rﬁbér—"-the r}len were employed in

S work that 1nvolved all’ the able—bodie’d in the communlty .

SLoadlng the Chesterbrooke, a ‘Shlp 'but of Corner Brook whlch .
‘ e s carrles pulp wood was -one such act1v1ty, and w1dem.ng t‘r’r\'f
: communlty road was\ another‘ I t‘hese employments men from » :
‘the. varlous sectJ.ons worked'ci‘f( re!ly together, stoppmg for .:: ' "
\ S A'\“.,:'f;-‘:tea\ at whn.chever hduse was ethe xnost convenlent, sometlmes . ',
‘ \ ':’feven staylng for ‘a meal The so{cml factors in thls K \ A
s ."5','arrangement--'1_ e.’ whlchﬂhozuse WJfll be rle\lted a.nd whlch w1ll
L _.;{'fnojtj-.-are not spoken about, and the only places meptloned are 3
D --those at: whlch a man dJ.d stop. . 'I‘he men ‘as ‘4, result are also' f:‘ :
f.much@ knowledgeable about \those in the commtmrty, hav1ng ". N /

Ay

.4'worked and VJ.SJ.ted with them. The women have ,no such o ',. \ SRS :;.’.-‘
‘communal act1v1ty, unless they attend the Angllcan\ Women s
A5 .

e .Assoa.at:.on, and are selectlve and wz.de-rangmg in thelr .
: o "V1sit1ngs Men would also get together for the Flsherles R
’ o ' ~.Col].ege course on the Japanese cod trap, where th.le knltthg e , - 1

l“-': : o !-;thelr flshJ.ng twrne they told stor:.es and dlSCUSSEd commuru.ty'.‘.-' S ‘

,“‘news.' Afte‘r a day of work, the men would brmg sdme of tlu.s : '

' . ' .J.nformatlon home, relatlng that wh;Lch they felt was of 1nterest - :

; L L . _-“'and was’ approprlate. 3 ) ] 3
\ ) . ’\ In an envrrqmnental, areal, and personallty serrse, \

| \".'_-'-.'."-'.,v > y ‘.'the men are much more J.nformed 1as to the actlv::.tles 1n ~the .

. {, \ commumty. E For t.hem the focal p01nts functlon as' mdlcators';.-i o

' S of group gatherlngs but they are\not thelr only source of S -_’.

. Sl M . .
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R are often thelr only means of 1nteractlon on a commun:Lty
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-scale.' As' the prev:Lous d:.scussn.on J.n,dlca’-_ed llfe ina >
o small homogenous com\munlty 1s not the samfe for all‘of the ‘
,..- _s,'\__.lnhab‘ltants, and var:.es J.n dlscernlb,le ways between the
\ categorlee of male and female. : L '. L
L :: : fhe prev1olusudescr1p‘tlonsl have‘\be-en those‘?f the“

-

A T

‘ the qold weather, there 1s more fre‘e tz.me for sob’1a11\21ng.

fall and the sumn\er ‘seast:ons.," In the wmter, with a good
= . l'

s Nl \

transportat:.on prov::.ded by t-(he skr—doo",.\_hd al'so because w:.th

Every famlly 1n Harbour Deep owns at least one skl-doo w1th

e

the teenagers usually pressmg for the latest model. . A few

. ef the younger women do drlve, but most of those out and ,‘

not llkely to be out "crulern" alone--umless they go~by foot

v Ny

over the gull:.ed x:oads as before., The skJ. doo is. A work

I R e )

-vehlcle for the men,. carrymg passengere and goods to the

\

- sa large pond.« . On the return trlp the mall is brought\ out.
R .

Huntlng 1s also done from the skl-doos, espec:.ally when the

w :

dlstances a,re grea-t P and the game far from the settlement.~

. -/‘~ ,r‘,'

The skl—doo has replaced hoz:ses and dogs on the wood paths,

haullng fl.‘rewood:‘.'lnto the settlement as well as lumben‘ for

e

The work pattern 1n the w:.nter 15 qm.te

bu:.ldlng puposes ;.

[N .»_,.

7,"-‘5:;""- d1fferent as the men spend thelr t.une readylng gear for the .

Y e

1 "- " - . A . ' i . . - . ‘.-‘
contact. For the women, the focal pon.nts outslde of the home

about are the men and the younger 'segment. ,' The skl-doo makes 0




i use of the community dtpendent Qn seasonal and sexual factors,

:-'.“;’_along these llnes may appear | N

" f."truth of 1t » Shopowner J.n Harbour Deep.; L:Lvrng 1n the
".~;‘commun:.ty. one 1s very ‘aware °f varlous attitudes. 'I‘he t’*’°
L merchants li.Ve on the Polnt, and thelr w:wes \are J.nvolved daJ.ly ;

o . ‘. - -

,"ln runnJ.ng the shops, hav:.ng lJ.ttle t:l.me for handlwork(

o o ! PR s . L . L
B “;.. . / . . : . v 4 [y {' _‘ 3y ',:‘
R 11027 a
. L L t ¥ NN . \ ) - i, . A . ‘
commg season, and are around, the\house more frequently., ’ _
. The women Stlll haVe the dally r?utme of cooklng and bakmg ”f‘

and washlng, .whlch the weather affects but doesn t erase.'-' o ._."'.;';.‘ )

Vlsl.tlng.ebecolmes an J.ndoor actJ.Vlty now, and more tlme is -

. N . .
“ R S : Con e e R

avallable for kmttlnd, crochetlng, and chattlng. ‘ The - ST

women get together when theJ.r husbands ;n.ll drive them to a~ '-_'4"@ o

frlend‘s hou"e, or when two coup,les decn.de to meet for a i

P o

-,Ih,, th:eefe‘:Wa s"doe"s..iﬁs'e of ‘the  cofimu)

" L . l-,(- . R ..

thelseason.. Slnce an 1lexam1nat3.on has been made of the spatlal ‘

Nl . ,‘- v---,

.‘ .. -

& look at sect:r.onal attltudes as a spat1a1 comment follows._
A

P A
How do thosel 1n the communl'ty feel about one another? Because

of what has alrehdy been sa;d about the male/femalem .

v P, S P . T e

.A.
<

L _..7" “The longer you stays here. the, more fou'll know the N

A . A

\ -

e i SRR

housework, or' bakmg. g They off:en ask other women 1n the 1

o)

- . oY -

: _:'-.functlon, to sew or. crochet an | artJ.cle ar two--and are never RS

L - “ . kY
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o "boundar:.es of knowledge" certaJ.n dlfferences ln att:.tudes i s

g -”..commun:l.ty to do faVOrs for them—-to serve at this or tha‘t
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SR areas, sint:e it 1s/not xcommon for them to venture mto
S e . Vo = o o \ L /. R
others parts of the community untJ_l they are 1n the.Lr teens.‘

..

'clean or more gosslpy, and basé these generalJ.t:Lee on the fact

e N
- !_famz.ly or . sectJ.on. The men, as dls;:ussed prev:.ously, are

wh:Lle worklng' on the road J.n Nw Bottom expressed surpr:tse at

: tKlnsnlp plays a 1arge part J.n determ:.m.ng att:.tudes

‘ :,grouped together :Ln one area of the community. : No one is

. ., N
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.refused. , These are the only ones on the Polnt for whOm th:o.s

1. _c..“«qw.,,,:

thds true, theVOthers be:.ng\ w1ves of flshermen, or the nurse. -

'I'he Kin’ tles and communlty t:.es are the same, but these people:'

. . ,O N . [ .
have much more access to informétlon, .as well as 'cont»aw wlth .
< > t . ,_' .;'( . |

the out31de world.‘ Each sectJ.on J.S'..COnSlde.red to be more n ,\ SN

%

. . *’ ',.‘.
or less J.gnorant about current matters and mode‘rn ways, a&d the. :

1

communlty s three sect:.ons are very dlstJ.nctJ.ve localJ.tJ.es
ot /

l .

of resmdence..* 'I‘he ch:.ld:ren 1\n school knowfllttle of oppos:Lte

'

'I‘he attltudes between secti.ons are not unlversal, espe(::.atlly

among women who met for the AWA or helped w1th the soup suppegs,
>
because thlS erved to expand theu; knowledge about a partJ.cular

r

hetter acquainted With one another, but many from SW Bottom

\ . .
the number of young ch:n.ldren thQYr had seen» "dorwn there,"

[
-

'y

as to the type of peOple ‘feund elsewhere 1n the communlty. L

1

\"'.-—

down a totally ,Sectional outlook because k1n are n&t necessanly
a . . '~"'1>' wan . ‘ R l,, . S

referred to as nelghbo:r"‘ J.n Harbour Deep—-everyone J.s called

by nan’e-or by relationshlp (such as Gran or PapPa If the same
. h\);_"..:‘:.‘ p,-,l_‘ ’:\-':}:':,...,,

Tl

Thus these attltudes ax:e based on gross sectlonal generalizatlons

. L S L A

L

""f";'w1th\defmed attrlbutes.., One Bottom cons:.ders the othe_r Less ::;f:;

)

L
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/the way 1n whlch slye doe
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names apply to various people within the community, gqualifier
ad]ectlyes are added such that John becomes 01d John, Young

John,,etc. The adjectlves usuallytieal with a quallty of age
&
or of 51ze. tht determines attltudes in the case of kin is

the section that is considered to be home. Thus, a woman

marr&ing’Endfﬁbﬂﬁng into SW Bottom with ger husband is still

seen'aé’being from Nw Bottdm, which may be used to account for

thkngs. Visiting with relatives is

Py

Ca common form of entegtalnment but one w1ll ]ust as ofteﬁ go

to. see- frleuds:lnsteed. Sunday is the day to visit kin’ that(’

one ddeés not seeaduring the‘week, eSpeciaI1y~pafentsf brothers,

X

or gistyrs. ‘ Here too- the knowledgq of some w1th1n the A

Kc unlty is: greater than others because their kin tles spread

throughout th commun&ty Kiﬁshrp j;%z as, #'mila uniting factor,

although for mos t klnshlp is no} a/dom lnant fogce (over °

ce) for 1nteract10n withln the- communlty itself (its

effec on 1nteraét10n outside. the communaty will. be &1scussed

< - -

in the fol g égapte;).. Klnshlp thus most generally affects

attltudes community”use in that g%)as a reason for people .
. J ) * 4 Ty

ulh

s
3 7

communlty. o )

- Before leav;ng ‘the dlscu351on of communlty as the
RN
1ntegrat10n of'varlous spatlal elements 4it -is necessary to

b

Flncorporate the home~1nto this plcture, as a functlonal part of

the-whole, We have already plnpOlnted the nome .as a dlsulnct

:Uﬁit'ofTEﬁatlal charaqterlstlcs. How does this unlt relate to

-

ot - -
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other units and life in the community? As fentioned in the
introductory statements to this chapter, I hesitate to make

the distinction between "public" and "private" When referring

to community and home in Harbour Deep because of the
pecullaratles of t e communlty. Rather, aieas of use in

- HarbOur Deep may be placed on a continuum between "Public"

and "private"--and most places_lncorporate both. The kltchen‘

A K .o .-
is.not a p;iu;éhwarea——no one is refused 'nor told to leave

the homeowder  has certa#fi right whichfare not accorded the -
e ﬁantry‘ 'Privacy ¢an be

ing td't&e bedroom, or changlng the topic of 1~'N
.

en someone arrlves.’ If one does noty}eel like
talking,'it is not c¢ongidered rude to continue  to work when ‘a

‘jvisitor.arrivee.’ Even those persons one may‘not be particulafty
fond of are invited to stay for a lunch. .The bedroom offers
a choice of Q@hav1ors, because one aan choose whether to go

_down and 301n a group in the kltcﬁen, or llsten to a bit of the
4 . L. .
'goings on' from upstamrs. . , . .

-We have essemtlally looked at thresholds in the : -

discussion. of house- structure, and in con51der1ng -the . house 1n“'

relation to the community, we must also dxscuss the manner of

“a -

vjisiting--going from the outside to the. inteiior; 'Visiting is

v - . . a case of’ maklng an. appearance, of walklng in the door.,_-
o Usually one tries to determine if anyone else is in the house,
) +.  or-if a visit will disrupt any ongq1pg,activ;ty. In winter

. hY . . . v, . M .
. this is easily done, for the ski-doos are all parked outside, and
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1

each owner is known. Visitors upon entering take the nearest :

.convenience spot, and may sit with very little béing'said (or

nothing saidlin the tase\of,children). As a special visitor,
if staying for tea, one gets the: best ¢hina, silverware,
tea clotn, ana goodies until one becomes more familiar in tha
L . M
community, :t which ‘time. a mug is allowed, and less formality
apparent. In some cases a special‘visitor may be éscortgd to
.the‘Room, and served a drlnk (1f any liquor 1; avallable)
When a v151tor becomes a frequent guest, helping to clear the

table and wash up a few dlshes is allowed. The fact that<
» ! :

’ someon% spec1a1 would bother to stop’ by seems to be: a hlgh

compllment to any household in the communlty, and most of the

women seem to enjoy getting out theif best wares. The visitor
brings in information and entertainment, and new topics for

discussion.

Another aspect of community interaction through space .

is the custom ‘of passing a note of invitation around the

cdmmunity in the. case of a feception or a wedding. Usually

this note is carried by a éﬁild, who goes to every: door--it C . TJ\
is a rare'occagiOn that %yerybne\is not invitéd.t'Somatimes- - X

an ‘invitation maj*bé posta&"iat the' Post office as' well since

no R.S.V.P. isfneéeésary. fmhélnote:i;‘informatibn for ail

who wish to attend. o ‘ . ,

[
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- and 1ocat10n affect all of these features 1n a communlty, gn

107

Community Patterns

In summary then, we have seen Harbour Deep as a

spatial configuration with details provided about daily °

" existence, kinship, visiting patterns, environmental knowledge,

and sectional attitudes. Each of the public buildings within

the .settlement has been discussed as a focal point, each with
4

its own particulaf effect on the community intefactipnél proceSs..
We ‘have also examined _exactly what it is aboﬁt-vérious foaal:’
‘p01nts that lntegrates them 1nto a Harbour Deep cultural system."'

- When speaklng of any communlty and 1ts patterns, sexuql :

'dlfferences must be acknowledged and dealt w1th Thls was -

-dlspussed in regard to outs;de" surroundings, the community

itself, and the others within the commmnity, and we found that

male/female worlds appear to be.distinctly varied for the

?-majority of the poéuéltion.. What groups think .of one another

can also be linked to spatial factors, and for thi$“:ea$on
Harbour Deep sectional attitudes are described..
Here wé have a - :system.comprised of four

: . .. .
features: 1) solid constructions and 2) their use integrated
L . . - .

‘ &ith'3f genéfal community knoﬁledge and 4) attitudes.' Spacing

awareness of thlS system 15 1mportant to galn an understandlng
of a communlty and a  culture at work and at play; With this

: ! ~ I" . . ’
examination of house and community, inter-community relations

are the next components for study.

- »—-r. .




movement, “trafflc ﬁlow“ and at 1tudes. In. a spatial"

CHAPTER IV

Inter-eommunity Patterns

Community patterns, Just as ‘those pabdbterns of

house and 1ntra~commun1ty use, .can be analyzed in term' of

» e
<

space and the ways in whlch_people handle this space.

Inter~community patterns do not deal with particular

o ; L e

zbulldlngs and focal points, buigafe instead‘concerned with

framework, 1solatlon can be Seen as a matter of dlstance

-‘,1n contact terms. ThlS aspect of 1solatlon, dependenk\_n

- .

mechanlcs of travel and communlcatlon, is. physical and oan

be dlscussed as to the method and means. whrch people use to

1nteract over dlstance, and the specrflcs related to these

>

,(‘ L

means-. Just as pa@terns of 1nteract10n w1th1n the communlty

are Spatlally orlented vso it is w1th relatlonshlps,

¥

X,

between communities. , o " T~

Isolation‘too can be viewed'as a state’of nind,

an outlook on the"world., Isolation in thls Way affects the

] approach taken towards others, and the attltudes held about

A

these/others Thus, far from belng 51mply a- case of tlme.

and dlstance, 1solat10n as a spat1a1 reference pOlnt\IS an

,1mportant mental attltude and realization. Isolatlon in

th1s sense applies to. the clty dweller as well as to the
!

. outporter, but the basas for such -an outlook dlffers.

o

“two. ways-~as phy91cal separatlon ‘and. as a "world v1ew,‘a

. In thlS chapter, 1solatlon w111 be approached in

2

€ ot ] o Ll B n T A
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cbgnitive structure. Both of these aspects of lsolatlon

\

d ’ _ glve rise td partlcular cultunal forms and 1nteractlon'

.patterns. Isolatlon.becomes a factorfln the spatlal and

cognltlve framework dependlng on the communlty s p051tlon

-

'4on what could be called a "contact contlnuum""

Isolatlon is also one of those concepts that can‘r
- be dlscussed at elther the macro or mlcro level. Agaln,:,.'
”*l:{nw dlscu551on w111 take the mlcro p01nt of V1ew for the most

4i7gff35flpart deallng w1th the people’of Harbour Deep, thelr

"‘ Y

! .
. ‘.. - \ Lo
R v .
. . ‘
".'n' . ’ oo . - oL, o K f i - Mo .
. ;._‘ e -.,. v ot " .o “ o v

.The Phy51cal Aspect of Isoratlon

-

Yov

Lt ,The coast llne of Whlte Bay on its western side

fls rugged and flordllke.. Huge headlands jut Out, faced

~ } . - -

W1th sheer slabs of clean-scoured rock., Small coves, often_

R open to the Bea,_nestle on the more . gentle slopes and small

flat pleces ofiground._ In some places, as in Harbour Deep,;

the sea extends 6 mlles or more 1nland as a narrow arm."

Thus the coast 1s extremely rough, and relatlvely

[

1nhosp1table except for the sheltered nooks and 1n1ets.
it beglns to soften up towards Englee, and g01ng north one

flnds the landscape becomlng less hlgh and rugged. The
& y

coastal waters are for the most part deep and clear, Wlth

few hldden shoals or submerged rocks awaitlng the unwary

marlner.* C W:'T" e ..‘ S oL

sl

I
e
4
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Harbour Deep 1s in the mlddle of thls ‘most rugged

'stretch‘ Separated by water from communltres north and south

-

' The nearest communlty w1th a road 1s about(37 mlles by sea'

(refer to map--geographlc sectlon)--Jackson .5, Armrto the

) south, Englee to the north. Translated 1nto hours away. s

thlS is about three hours by steamer, flve hours by

'fjﬁ longlrner,.51x or seven hours by small boat dependlng On

“

?the\weather. When referrlng to these places, one always ;""

R goes "dOWn" to St Anthony and "up" to,Jackson s Arm.ﬁ.

.n

lt would seem to 1llustrate thelr orlentatlon to the ijﬁfﬂ%

sea:-JacksOn s Arm lS at the foot of Whlte Bay and therefore ’

AY
Voo

down, w1th 5t Anthony Just the opp051te._43 aif7::1;:f“g;("

;:uIn thls phy51cal Settlng, both the 1nhabitants and

- outsrders refer to Hatbour Deep as an "lsolated" communlty.~
I' f "
As far as transportation, lt lS 11nked phy51cally to other
A

B communltles by the CN steamer serv1ce,.and rn a llmlted

7

sense by sea plane (such -as’ that used for medlcal m18510n5‘

g i
by the Grenfelﬁ’P/ssoclatlon, those of prlvate owners for
sport flshlng or hunt;ng, and 1n the w1nter, by the ma11

plane).""Isolated" appears to means 1n general usage thatu

- R

there 1s no connect1on by road, and hence no’ easx‘access..i."'”

. More‘than solely 1nd1cat1ng a spatial morld
.3 : R
1SOlatldh has some very obVLous realltles concernlng life P

L

"style.- Nothlng deallng wrth the movement of goods or’ of

ST
people is, certaln, for there are many possrble varlables

_affectlng transportatlon.f LeFv1ng or returnlng to the 7?; -

RN

N "
P

Although thls termlnology cannot be explalned by the locals,,;x-f;&

BRIy S

e e ¢ s e © e r |+
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coﬁmunity is never a simple matter'of~packin§ up and going.
'AThe steamer - may be days late, or appear early in the d%y
=dr late at nlght. As long as one's schedule is fluld thlS .

'

3:1mposes no hardshlps but for those 1nvolved 1n the workaday

S \ IR PR
-by water ls an essentlalaserv1ce. ,The stéamer Servlce deserves; A

!
world of set events’ and reglstratlons, etc., problems do

Q

i

'5:fcommun1ty, the sea assumes ; foremost lmportance.reTransportatloniﬁj”

‘a Very crltlcal ana1y51s,,b

'”‘1n the llfe of a communlty such as’ Harbour Deep

';arlse,n ; i -
cL y .\ - )
el .y . "v,. “v“_ ] By ' .; .,’ . "'"'_“ . : f L
. The Steamer.” - < - . . \ -
In any con51deratlon of thexlsolatlon of‘a flshlng K ¥
el AR R T DR -

1%

Fcause of the large part 1f plays '.Ati.*f

- e tee v :
. , :

In prev1ous years along thlS coast, a prov151oning
I'Vessel would call 1n the fall of the year,.from whlch the'?_
‘:AfpeoPle could purchaSe thelr st0cks of food and rum to last"

f .

.

. leadlng to TB (or wnat they called."consumptlon").| Mall

e = B

was carrled overland from coVe to cove, and nurses and

then through the w1nter. When the 1ce cleared Ln the spflng,

Y.

‘}before the return of the supply Shlp. These multlple L

’deaths were probably due to nutrltloﬁal def1c1enc1es,

Y N

'Tf regular runs carrylng flsh out and supplles ln would begln =

agalnl ThlS left at least six or SeVen months of the year

]
!
w1th no p0951b111ty of extra supplles. Many of:the older B ﬂ»}f

men tell ofisprlng dle-offs ln these small cove settlement ’ ' . \\<

P T cor v

o .
doctors were brought out by boat, or' 1n dogsleds., ﬁoats K ff-“ -
I : . . [ .o e S ey 4

[aK] z v ) . S [ , L
. - '?' . - ) ::“ . o . ‘ -
o o oAy ' I -
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‘l‘*ﬁz by funds.A Mén. seldom ;go V151t1ng, unless they are . no

.112
!
at thls tlme.were rowea by 4 to 6 men out to the grounds, «j
for" technology had not advanced t& the outboard enclne..J . B 'g_
Thus, use of the water was limited by tﬁgﬂmeans at hand, ,t. ‘ T
and the 1nteractlon of the people was governed by the - ‘i
possrbllitles env1ronmentally determlned:e \w'\‘ ‘ ‘
! The 51tuatlon has now- of course chanqed, but the )
. ':steamer Stlll remalns v1tal to the llfe blood of . the coast, - ' .
' h;;and espe01ally to Harbour Deep "All the nroduce to the shopsA‘ v1,~4w3 -
:1fw1thln the/communlty ig! brought by steamer‘(unless a‘spec1al ")‘,. 4 B '
*;itrlp 1s made‘ln a smaller Boat) Machlnery and household ‘ :]lzh'ftfgéi?
R RS

e

“f71tems'too large to be mailed~(such as stoVe,xkitChen o

KR

:chrome sets, etc ) aré loaded ‘on. the steamer as Well The"

G
i
iyl
i
g

— sbolal aspect of the'steamer is towalcertaln extent the ‘ L
' most 1mportant consrderatlon, for 1t brlngs sons agd/ ’ 5
s daughters, relatives and friends-~new sources of 1nformat10n v “\E
: 'h w1th talk of other people aﬁr/glacesr‘ Summerils the travel -%2

‘ , /f
",season, for the most part, when the water 1s smooth and e

fcalm.. VlSltS are made, and v151tors arrlve. The women, N
i

1

'Wlth chlldren 1n tow, bOard the steamer for a run up or
‘z~down the coast to v151t relatxves. Teenage boys and : .

'Zglrls traVel back and forth qulte freer, restrlcted only

'431.1onger flshlng. For the men, themr dally world is. outsrde

o\

of the communlty“along the coast where they set thelr nets

Jrﬁ‘and traps. TraVel for them is usually in: small hoats,‘.

‘runnlng w1th the. good weather. In any case, many sleepless

.'ngﬁhts afe spent, and many packs of ch;cken legs devoured T ‘5- } N
ie ) .“. . : v D ' . . ‘ . . R N .‘_. .
Av‘ ; "‘ ‘.‘,.\
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“..to be‘the gospe truth News of the steamer is, a/c0mm0n'

Ppas are . hoped for), there is a. full complement of w1111ng-hands

a- mood for a walk, or- 1f someone 1s expected to be'on oy

113

i

while waiting;for the steamer., . ) ',“\\

‘.‘1; From Lewisporte. to St Anthony and back again rs\\\\
supposed to encompass a round trlp of one week, meaning | \\\\‘.
two calls in Harbour Deep._ The outward bound vessel is ' \\
most anxrously awalted because it~ is from the LeW1sporte a ;'{

- \

1

warehouses,that most of the goods come.  As mentioneéd before;

j'.a watch’isfkep% for the llghts of the boar as she .comes up

'g?the arm .from the Sea.. A radlo report 1s glven out dally

'

“Eion her prodress‘ but often it lS 1naccurate and 1s not taken-i-

.toplc on the road. Wlth the steamer s arrlval, act1v1ty

e ‘
i v

iAcommences. Th young people and the men usually hurry

r
down to see what s happenlng, and to help with ‘the unloadlng.

fSome may already be down at the shop or at the theater,

and are on hand to help catch and tle the docklng hausers..

'If spec1f1c goods are known to be on hoard (or even af ‘they

,.

L

1 | PO .-',.

'"“;The goods are unloaded from the hold w1th a w1nch onto the

wharf where they are - clalmed and moved ‘to the owner s

-shop The women may go dOWn to the wharf 1f they are 1n

\ i

/‘_J. .

Bl
the boat. Instead of walklng, the men w1ll often take the

famlly up to the wharf 1nfthe1r boat.' Those takrng passage

grab thelr parcels and cases, and charge dowu with the rest.

-

y_The crowd gathers on’ the wharf talklng, laughlng, and
' Watchlng. The younger people may go on board for a lark

jwhl.j.e_.she is- docked,,but the maJor entertalnment 15
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LS
\ -

j.parcels‘ Aga;n thlS 1s poSsible because the:ev1dence can THK'T\A

.'chance for -a. "get together" as well as relnforc1ng EARN

' "do not haVe to be flown in,- for the shopowners hawe ordered

114

standlng -and talking. The steamer may remain anywhere

"from % hour to all night dependlng on the out31deféond1tlons

and’ -on how;much there is to be unloaded. Agteria VlSlt'

.

of the steamer there is increased'cause for speculation:
and an. increased flow of 1nformatlon.‘ Everyone knows .who
1s in the communlty, and who is not, because departures and
arnLVals are publlcly v151ble, even af one lS 1n a: small

boat There is talk of why so—and -s0 came, how'long they "L‘L,Hf

Sy, ; ~ ' " . _r
' will stay,\etc. There is: dlscussiOn about the new shop R
’goods that have arrlved, as well as any other 1arge‘Lg:;ﬁ< o

'be seen. -tlﬂ o ‘4,ff?'t'
InftheSe'ways the Steamer“is~important to the B

community. It represents the main’ link-in a phy51calIy

P

separated world, malntalnlng tles wrth the out51de. ‘Infa‘ x(f;Qv -
¥

spatidl . context, the steamer, can be deSCrlbed as a soc1al

and communlty fuel system, bringing'ln goods and peOple, "
W . o . .
and the p0551b111ty of travel with. greater ease. ~It.',2el-g
(. Y e - . ) . _"‘,.
creates an event, a communlty gathering pornt, and the - e

. S \ s
s

solldarlty when all pltCh in to help. ’. i?‘ L f . h{”:;‘ - .

" . ' N

When the steamer stops her runs, usually ln early
January, the ma11 as well as. the hospltal patlents are'
brought in by phane which lands on-the- 1ce on ‘a back T

country pond about\a mile from the communlty !'Sniplles f

o— LY

. ‘.

—

Y,

N e e e o et e gt A o 4 S
[ . P .

‘g ds adequate for the wlnter months, stored to 1ast unt11 '§='; .
.v.,'_ - '\ : o e I S
A . . . [ i
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' ISR 11nks, _networks outs.1de of thet communlty w111 complete the R PR
\ O spatral map . ~All of those .1n Harbour Deep have some t1es ;.LV,I-

S eJ.’Sewhere, e:Lther w1th klh or with frlendsl Therefore : : By

LT "‘% out51de 11nks are. ampprtant, and a :ugnz.f:.cant factor in

1 ' . ,-:
SN | ‘ 1'15 . .‘ &
N . e
late April or May. The plane landing lS an lattractioh but ‘ < § '
does not: rep'lace. the\ steamér's arrival'as "f‘a_"r as o ._ ;
. commuhity interest an:i' attendanc;e;' qu one thlng,, the trlp ;
" ‘ : must be made byr Skl doo, up some relatlvely steep tralls, ERR ' ;
A _- in cold weather. Also, the plane brings llttle Valuable '
+ ;.nformation in the form of passengers or goods..‘ As/ such, | .
,we“plane as a spatlal llnk" is mechanlcal rather than socJ.al.. i :
L \ ( P The'steamer 1%;3 major comm}%nlty t:.e, w1th1 the '{
7 e L 'lane actmg -asu a seasonal varlatlon. ) Travel by smal‘l‘ boat""};;‘k—:-_}}"\?‘
. . t 1s'-not as. comfbrtablé andlls 1mpract.Lcal .
. “.11‘1. rdugh weather. Small boats are used for smooth runs aloxfé: ‘]"/
A} | the”cl:oas‘t between Eng‘lee a,nd Jacksoh 's Arm, ,but do not ": >
} ‘ "'usual,ly go any farther north. Skl-dQOSﬁ are 1oca11y used, R
v S ;--__.’not for. 1ong jOurneys.v o - .' ’. P A -
RE

/ emplOyment o Many of the famly men and Young ;nen (perhaps

_'as. {nany as twelve \fnom the communlty at\ a tlme) worked at

-~ Vot

Vo RO
- 1] [

. . § f T
vy oo~ vagint Goep
c . o] :
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the statlon for the entlre season (about flve months) o Qij iJ{H

7~fsupp1y of waterllnto the houses. The Communlty Councxl ”ffn_Ja;_fji:ﬁ

'Qbrook down to SW Bottom.,'Each householders that\W1shed\‘jﬁ.;

':to be oonnected t.athls supply was thenvrespon51ble for

Ehls length of p1pe and bhut-off valves.x The men; that

: Jllthelrwplpep or return to do their oWn.¢ With the lack of -u;,;_ﬁgz

:‘}general leadershlp,\each man did as he w;shed, w1th the.V?V“”:'”r"'25

/ ' ’ ;
- Za N o 1i6 :': ' ‘.A' T
the whallng statlon in Wllllamsport.' Willlamsport, about },_7 Sk

- |

* fifteen mlles to the north 1s a. vacant settlement from A 2 gL

A 4

which the people were reséttled prlmarlly 1nto Englee._wﬂ.

\--"“

A couple of the former re31dents return to - flsh 1n the summer, A I
but for‘the most part 1t 1s deterloratlng and unusedu 1The

o . v,

‘The’men employed remaln at -i“'”ffrs,e'

’ . Pl

3": . et N \

1n money 1n the form of £ay, but 1t also affects communlty A'

sl " ', s

5001alrorganlzatlon Ln that some of the men are absent

durlng communlty dec151ons or affairs. A good example of ‘1‘"'”« L
i o . c e R ,‘ . f.:"‘ :,',. ..
the results:of thls 1s‘the water 11ne 1nsta11ed by the‘w.{ wd T e
. .'.,!:
' P

.,\»,.L- e >

Jean Al : - SR . ~g-;:;fofJ
pa;d men to lay the general portlon of the plpe from a hlgh R

i r"-\:,. .

v
~ .

PR ass -
. R f -

were 1n,W1111aMsport they?had to pay someone to put 1n

,.\#"'. e LN L . |
L N N T '

K . \ ‘

1"-'--‘\:/ z .
*.%many of the other inleld . LT
}- : 5{3 Yot

i ‘:(-. - - \; : - ‘
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PR

..ffg; made durlng hoL

?brothers, uncles, ahnts, énd\grandparents are found along

,fcommunity unt11 Grade x Those taklng Grade Xl must leave‘

, , . et o { ‘ ,?
ol 4 ‘ - s v
RE . TN B .
S I T 5 - e
L : . ’l, :\g .
o s . . 117
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fountalns of water under houses and 1n gardens, because
v l - o
of the contlnual changes in water pressure due to turnlng
the maln plpe off anﬁ on. Needless to sax, thlS hadla" N

dlrect effectton relatlonships_wrthln the communrty.t‘thexi:

result of absence due to dlstance as well is the absenge,of
. : Ve gt .

“/._""0

the Whlte Bay coast, in Jackson s‘Arm,Blde Arm, Englee, v;nﬁlf; .

v

Vo \@.,H-
Roddlcton, and St Anthony foruthe most part.“ These are

the\llnes of out51de focus for Harbour Deép.h‘;}l“f

y~f,.

ltS three'rooms 1s equlpped to handle the youth of the'fy‘Qu:

’ <
AR

»~

home at flfteen or srkteen, to attend school elsewhere.;
,,,,, RO JERTE A wou,
Some llve w1th relat1Ves, others flnd places ln”boardlng
houses.” Home 1s far away,.because the schedule of th
. \ '-

steamer 1s rarely certaln for weekend runs, so v151ts are

1days‘only The return of "é%g crowd"f

. c . Lt
L PR h
AR




“ shows the impéct of this on the sexual composition of

. and promote a specific world view.

" as well as for the community? Short jaunts are 1looked u;on :

some comments. People that are forever on the move, and nét o
‘troublemakers and malcontents. So it is with ggpen who

“the suhmere—their_husbands”are pitied for having to "shack *

for. meals, or may even move in with rélatives. Journeys

. ' 118

John's. A glance at the Population P§ramid (Chart 2, pg. '
- ~e
the ‘community. -
These are the aspects of isolation to consider
when dealing with facbérs in fhe physical réalm. The
steamer as a focal point and catalyst of-the commﬁnity,
employmenﬁ, and education will all take parqicdlar
configurgtiﬁns in the culthr; of'garbour Deep as a settlement;

“\ .

these. physical éleménts also have emotional manifestations - o

. &

Community Attitudes to Travellers and Outsiders
. : _ 3

3

What does travel and absence mean for the individual .
o ot

with' excitement and anticipafiop,‘but che'length of stay,
and théLiééson for going can cause .0thers to ask questions.
The fact that some pepple "can't seem to stay home" causes

' \

content to remain in any oné place are considered

4

happen to be on. the move for visiting enjoyment most of
/ ' . .

themselves" (i.e. do all their own cooking, cleaning, etec.).
Often 'in.this case the lone man will be inwited to stay

to the hospital are in no way questioned, and inqpiries are

AN
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made ffequently about the health of anyone in the community
who is‘awaé. The nufse gets news of such patients on her
radio set.4n tﬁe_nursing station, and relays the meSSages
to the families. DuFing the summer when the refular nurse
was gone for two months on holiday, much was said about
the fact that the temporary nurse would never have'any
infotmation about.people in St. Anthony, altﬁough this was
probably due‘tg the fact that she was unfamiliar with those -
in and out. of the coﬁmunity;,ﬁMany spoke about thie as if it
were a conspiracy on hzf part, or et least a definite
breach of faith. o

Those on hollday are env;ed—-"They must be ‘having
a good time." If the trip has beeri to someeplace
unfam;llar-—suchnas Wabush or even St. John's--their return
is eagerly awaited, to hear all “about the trip and the

. - ‘ r :
. new people met and the sights seen. The nurse's vacation

_was* follosed with intense interest ("She must be in England-

N

B .

now") and all were anxlous(to hear what her husband had |
thought of all the places he had seen on his flrst trip to
. Europe. ‘ o | ‘ | | ".
What seems to be at the base of the objection to
the "gad agput“ travellers is that&they'are'exﬁressing
dieeatisfactipn'witﬁ the community itéelf, deﬁdnstra;ed
bY'Eheir lack offability to stay there. Those on holiday -
are not put in thls p051t10n, for ‘a hollday is a travel of

a dlfferent nature .and magnltude\“mBusiness tryps for

.the "most part go unremarked. hThe.people were alternately
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?

awed and.skeptical when the owner.of the cash—and-carry shop
on the Point returned from a buying trrb to Corner Brook
with a pickup truck. .But for the most part, bueinese trips
are considered necessities, and above reproach.

Those that leave the community for schooling, for

a job or whatever, are not totally forgotten, but most

talk of them deals with when they were last in Harbour

beep, and when thég'will return again. Even hdrsee that
were, there for only three or four months are remembered

and accounts are retold of what they d1d in the tommunlty,_
how much they liked {or dlsl;ked) the place, and where

they are presently if that is known. Postcards and greetlng

cards from people outside are saved to be shown to visitors,’

.
P

.

and to be marveled over. .Contact is maintained by
. b ‘
infrequent letters in most cases, because of:the difficult

communication via the radio-telephone. As, elsewhere, in
[ ¥ .

Western society, birthdays .are now and then remembered,

Easter'carde are ocoasionallyfsqu or received, but
Christmas provrdes the tusual opportuhity to "drop a line."
Most in ‘the community do not have a long mailing—iist,‘and
correepondence is usually limited to kin outside the‘ .

conimunity.. Anyone from the community who does return is

happily greeted‘ and their returnlng ls felt to be a

compllment to the place 1tself
Ties . to the out51de are also created from within
‘the communlty, by those members who live in Harbour Deep

now But were not reared in the communlty. Strangers are

et ettt o e

f e s w Mbm—a—— cte
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peeple'one does not know and one man in thelcommunity is N
still thought by some to be a stranger after forty years in
Harbour Deep because he does net socialize and keeps very
much to himself. He too is referred to by name, SO one
would not have the impression, except for a few SEattered
remarks, that he was placed in any category different from

¢ the oehers. The Community Council, a body of ﬁivej has three
hmembers who are not locals? the éﬁairman'(the'school
'prlpELple from Montreal) hghe secretary (famlly man from
Sop s Arm) and the Nurse.~ Much can be sald for thls
composition as representlng a pattern ‘common- to Newfoundland - " .
outgorts, where the fst;ahgers" are closen to bear.the
‘bruﬂt'oﬁ qohmuqity criticisﬁ: The positipn'of Nurse ana .
teacher is Held high in higﬁ_regard by those in»the community,.
and for -tHat reasdn'people.may mentien that these'pareicular .
peoplé‘are "from ouéside the place."” <Many of the men find
;it difficuit to understand eitherjof these two pepple,
but they approach thls as a falllng on thelr part, not on
the part of the speaker. The only others in Fhe communlty'-

.-who are not locals are the man aadewifexmeationeq above, and

. - some of the other wives. Again, the only way ef-knowing_

this' is by asking for information pertaining to genealogies—=this

.

is not a topic of cOnversatidn."Sometimes‘peCulia;ities*of
a visitor are explained by the facE that they are from some

place else\Where this may be normal behaVLOra
]
‘ ‘ "Stranger" in Harbour‘Deep sems to apply to thOSe

-

whom one: has never met. A wife was summoned on my arrival
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in the house by her husband shouting “"Come down!' The
stranger's here." As stated before. in the chapter on the

house, another expression used often by one af the older

men was "I've never met a stranger." One is supposed to

show due respect to a stranger, by not asking too many e
queetions, or "going on with too much o0ld foolishness." No
one remains a stranger.for‘long in Harbour Deep is peréonal

contact is maintéinedi“The persons most suspicious’ about

t

: NY‘motiVeS'Wére thbSeftﬁat'had‘readébooks orfarticlesff

' wrltten by, anthrOpologlsts, and wanted no part of 1t.~'.f“

+

. Often lncluded in the. "stranger comﬁlex"’ln the]
11terature is nmmmerlng -Mummerlng, the custom of dre551ng
up in a dngUlse and speaklng w1th 1ndrawn breath to hide
one's 1dent1ty, takes place in Harbour Deeq\Prfharlly
around Halloweenr and lncludes most of the younger people,':
nsusaly those under age_the age'of eighteen. The mnmmers

knock7on'the dsoreﬁith a chunk of.wood,.and enter, asking

what there is to eat. The famlly gets a great deal of fun

‘out of txying to guess the Ldentlty of each:of the mummerF,

.and the guess;ng game usually ends up “in laughter on both

SldeS.: At Chrlstmas the women may also dress up, and ViSlt

Aa few Select homes of frlends but this. is not often dOne

\

now. Mummerlng has been explalned as ‘being based on the.

, iy

fear of strangers in the outport communltles, but. it seems

.. to be more in llne with the deplcltlng of the stranger as ‘

-

‘"boogey man"--the terrlfylng unknown—-rather than as f

'-$tranger".per se. - AR : g
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u

The Mountie as a stranger and an outsider is easily

the most' feared member of society 'atv large. One woman
told of her encounter with the Mountie when all of the dogs

had to be killed becduse of their numbers: The officer came

to her door, asking qﬁesti_.‘ons such as "Is this your dog"?

Do you have many others';? She said she 'was so afraid that

all she could anSwer was "Yes"--"And ,'Lf he'd a sa:.d "Cah T-

. »‘take you lnto the bedroom' I would have had to say Yes"'

,'I‘he Mountle represents for these people as well as for many
urbanltles the enforcement’of the Law, . and t\{e purushment !

\'of wrongdo:.ng..‘ 'Phe threat of the Mountle comlng is used

\

to frlghten chlldren 1nto be;.ng co-operatlve——as in the

{ &
statement that "Mommy w1ll go away on the steamer and
leave ~ou." H:Ls appearance in the communlty means elther

that someone t\old him about somethlng 1llega1 (such as. a

moose out..of season) or that he is trlng to find out what’

e
: ,bad thlngs people have been up to——even though he may m fact

be on a routlne check, enJoylng ha.s tr:z.p down ' the coast.

"I‘he MountJ.e s presence 1s a manlfestatlon of the r:.fts
'wit‘hln the communatj'(., and an open\jacknowledgement that all ;
.is not "one blg happy fam.ly" . Pa!r.'t of this reactlon can 3
‘.‘be cons:.dered spatlally based, for the Mountle has to come

- all the way from Roddlcton by boat or plane dependlng on

the season—-he :LS not a res:.dent of the commun:.ty, and

has no k:Ln relatrons there and often does not know

anyoné personally .
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The only othgr unfamiliar persons who 'now and then
appear on any regular basis are the minister from Jackson's
Arm, the Grenfell,'Mi—ssion pilot, a'nd' a few sborgé men or
Ya‘chters. These ‘people cauee llttle flurry w1th1na ‘the

community because they are not-totally unknown as - to

,are levelled aga;nst -those who are strangers and have no

A

- .one . 1n partlcular to vouch for them. The catechlst,, who . ‘
“garr:.ved at the same time i dld, was ;unmediately recognlzed

'1 1n that role, whlle 11: was sa:Ld at one pomt that I was

EIN
. .

’.workmg for the government, for why else would I watch men

,"bulld A road? The flsherles off:Lcer who came £6 teach the

et 4 . - !

|
,clasexon the Japanese cod trap was 1n much the same

»

category as the catechlst. . Others llke h1m had ‘been in
n

'Harbour Deep before, and he had a spec:.f:Lc duty to do.
"He was held in great awe by the men because of hJ.S " . '_"jl

o qulckness and éklll at knlttJ.ng a, net, and because of the

o

"",wonderful plctures and dlagrams he could draw.. Most of

the men were notlceably meeker-m ‘hls presence than they

4.

‘,.Iwere at other tJ.mes In th:Ls case hlS esteem was somethlng

-

‘.he earned rather than an ascrlbed quallty. He was not

totally adcepted as "one of the boys" and, drd not w1sh to

" be. 7 hlS Was not held aga:.nst h:.m in any way, and he was

R o, I . - ,*,‘] B
accepted as a fa.ne teacher \ . T

PR

‘ . The drlver who operated the D4 tractox when
N
work flrst began on the commumt&r road also had his

precedents, and also a role--but he "wouldn t. talk or be o

k]
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fri"er{‘d.zl};," and &as a result was: not' well liked. After .his'
foot was 1njured bn the job he was replaced by another
driver—--a man who-had the respect of the men.in a short time.
This driver was a model of hard work—-_he took short break§
with the men, but was often on “the tractor for 10 hours a

- day. He had "some wonderful storles to tell," and was

: much frlendller. 'I'his drlver was 1nv.1ted to, varlous houses

S N

‘for hlS breaks, and also fo:c meals. Here were two T

. o ] A
A .

dlfferent expectatlons deallng w1th out51ders. on one hand, "

x».‘x

the fisherles teacher, who was not requn:ed to fraternlze,
- I .

'_ wand on the other, the tractor drlver who was disl:.lced 1f

‘ he dld not, - Thus outs:.ders too have thelr def:.ned roles

iand pOSltlan, and are expected to fulflll them. .
e . \ .
., ‘ From t‘n.s d;scussxon of strangers and travellers

1t can be gathered that the average Harbour Deeper views . I

‘the out51de w1th a certaln ‘amount of m:.strust and warlness.
-

A
. The stranger is a person to note, which s only to be
o expected when the fact that sta.mulu& an contact terms /from
"]the out51de is very llmlted, espemally 1n the W1nter when

', / ,the steamer mops running. Except for the stranger,; .

eVeryone s functlon w1th1n the communlty, and thelr relatlon

~to everyone else 1s known. SOmethlng of: everyone s : )

~

background . and kln t1es is common knowledge, and prmudes s

a foundation for patterned :Lnteractlon. The totally unknown ;,

» shakes thls very secure knowledge, and behavmr is: no R '{:

longer certan.n. Strangers are" usually cons:.dered to elther -

.be superior, or very foollsh pe{gple—-whlch of the two 1s up-‘—

| . N - [ )

S
1
b

i
v .

h
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\ . .
to them to demor]lstrate. In any case, the stranger is the

outside personified, and ‘represents contact between the

community and the world at large.

S.patial World View’ : . - oo

o

As mxght be .expected J.solatlon andllack of contact

produces certaln w:.despread outhoks and attltudes Qeallng

]

o with more than strangers, 1nvolv1ng the outs:Lde 1tself.

,,:["Most 1n Harbour Deep have been out of the commum.ty at one R

»,.,,

' ftime or another, and have varlous lmpres'.uons about others

and the:.r places. The men speak of worka.ng J.n the woods '
' [}

. hear Roddlcton or Jackson s Arm. . Quite a few-ofv the young
-'unmarrled glrls “o to St. Anthony to work at- the hOSpJ.tal.

A death along the coast causes “much commotion and sympathy,

I
ﬁor often the person lumself or her relatlves are known.

' Knowledge of Far- flung areas of the globe comes from travel

i

experlen'ce or, for some, from War Journeys. One of the old
Y

"veterans" J.n the commun:.ty del:.ghts in tell.mg of ;

rendezvous w:.th nurses 1n London, England, durlng hlS C

l-stlnt J.n World. War I., 'I'he\war was over w1thout h:un

) 'seelng at:tlon but h.'LS experiences and travels are stil,'l.

-

- fresh :Ln his mind. .Kin l:Lnes spread out51de the commuruty

" men from other parts. Marriage res:.dence, as mentloned -

;'prlmarlly thr0ugh the marr:.age of ‘the female members bo

- previously, is patr:.local and thus brldes are brought

J.nto Harbour Deep,. - When I asked about an »outsude cove,~ .one

N

R

T

= .
Ty

RRPTIOr PR
. .
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-L",-Travel has the end purpose of a VlSJ.t and a stay w:Lth X ) ST C

”,.relatJ.ves and frlends One couple took a journey to

"relatlve of a- frlend was ‘said to be in Toronto, but no

Harbour Deepers seem ‘to” have made what J.s cons.ldered to

causes gaps 'in understandlng and credlblllty.. Attempt:l.ng ' E N,
- to descrlbe a plalns tyue of env1ronment is - extremely o o .

' dlfflcult for there 15 usually no such landﬁcap\e in thelr ,‘

. Rock:.es calls: forth commenté such as. "I thought these

127
old man pointed to his blushing wife with a beaming
"That's Where I oot her to!" This pattern is changing 'now. )
as‘.more young men and women go out looking.. for jobs
el:eewhere. That a son or a daughter is outside the o |
comn_\unity is a SQuroe of gr,eat pride—-especiaily if - N

i

they have & job.

Travel spots are llmlted to the places where ane
i o

has 'ki?n. No one would SJ.mply plan a- trJ.p to- sonie: place

for the sake of "slght seel.ng" or "gettx.ng away from 11: all"' I ,

- EESR A

s . i

Labrador City to- see the:.r marr:.ed daughter. Both were ' i
1mpressed.w1th the “neatness" of Labrador City, with "no " e .
. a - ! . . c .
. eld stuff around" The merchant a‘nd his eife ha’ve been. to

the States, agaln to vigsit a marrled daughter, and he- also

‘make periodlc trips to St. John's on busmess A distant

/ PR .
be a typlcal NewaUndlanaer s journey to Mecca. : - o,
v . The 1ack of wider . experlence and expoSure th,ch
1s not necessar:.ly germanea only to the 1solated communlty,

-

|

[CEPFIRENEPIR S DR R S

expenence. Speakn.ng about 13, 000 foot peaks in the '

. were the hlghest mountalns in the wor1dl" 'This gap also:
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¥ , R . ’ "
revolves around exposure in general.. Quite a few households

.

s 1
now take magazines ‘such as Time and Life, where they may -

begin to encountér through pictures the scope of the -

\ .
worldwide pogsibilitigs, in more areas than landscape,
Radio as a form of' commi‘mﬂication has its biggest audience

for the weather report, t'he steamer report, s'ome religious

_programs——and also for” the OPen Line shOWS;‘ some whmh have

"a . falthful da:Lly follow:Lng in Harbour Deep.-r Th.‘LS leads to

; lthe questlon of the.lmpaﬁt of v in ‘a 51tuat1.on 11ke th_.'LS...

'Most of the mentlon of TV in the communlty is on the, -

3

««««««

N
, N
Vv N

f-entertamment side, not the J.nformatlpnal\. Programs that

3
deal with nature, or "Jocall pblltlcs, are somet:.mes

vdlscussed but these are realms w1th1n the:L'r experlence,

ahd as such can b understood. The fllght and video.
# N -

"recordlngs of the . as{:ronauts were vehemently drsbelleved

- with the,Mlssmn, but they are almost a source of .

LR LT

by some, and other programs are srmply not comprehended
hY Ki

The 1mpact of v:Ldeo v1olence and 1ntr1gue is’ left up

- - -
|

to con]ecture at thJ.s po:.nt. ST 3

In order to summarlzzmany of - these attltudes :
Atoward outsrders that are held by those J.n Harbour Deep,
we must lookw more fully at the:Lr cognltlve world.

" Race means. little ingjarbour Deep because there

is linited contact.’ The Japanese are conSJ.dered 'to be <

very clever people, good managers ahd- flshermen, be:.ng e

b

" the closest ‘to "health food freaks" w:.th their varled

sea. menu. A few blacks appear now and then assoclated

s . . . . RN . )

F

:
3
i
'

Jo——y
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embarrassment, being compl.etely unfamil’iar, Because of
this, there are few stereotypes about tﬁe-behavi‘o’r of S %
various skin- types. o . - S , S
2N ' ‘ ‘ ' ;
Educatlon is an empha.s:Lzed qood, and "educated"
people per se are held .in awe, Educatlon is:also expected

At _7 | to haVe certaln results—~that once young people go to

' , e school, they W1ll return "too good to talk to you_" P haughty

s o - . ]
i . [ 4 i b W

L and unfrlendly PeOple comment,-on thls poxnt, but thlS

e T does .not seem to Iower the value of educatlon as 1t

e T e pert’alns to the jOb market im the least. - ,:‘ "‘ ‘5 '\ '

. ,-,'
~‘,’

;o

Rellglon 1s the strongest 1mmed1ate crlterlon for L

T any outs:.de group, although the tran51ent v151t1ng :Lndlv:Ldual“‘*_,‘j- . k

-is not confronted on thlS po:Lnt Harbour Deep ig. . =

OVerwhelmlngly Angllcan, and quest:.qns the falth that others A _f."'-:‘

proﬁess._ Outs:.ders are categorlzed Aas to rellglon, -~

s,

espec:.ally 1nﬂthe case of the more evangellcal and crusad:l.ng
AL IR 1_ sects, such -as the Apostollcs or. the SaIVatlon Army 'I'he‘-
oL N
S . people drove one such group off the government at one tlme, R
W "'_ ) . ~h ,1 ";,', ,‘,.
. e -

; defendlng therr own bellefs.-; These people who follow Varlous R

offshoot rellglous groups are sub)ect to comments as tor ) i

v

'.,' y the:.r way of life, for J.t 's, very dlfflcult for th}e dommunlty 4

to concelve of a worSh.‘Lp so totally allen to thelre- 'l‘hese.j ’

: S T o
,3; - B : sects are consudered terrlhly funny, and storles are told T f
of attend:l.ng some of the;.r serv:.ces for alagsement. _' R

- L Ky
L N Anothé? attltude to aohsider J.n terms of a

a

COgnJ.tive map 1s that towards modernity a_nd towards the r_“_ .
\

R J.ssue of "WOmen s leeratlon"-—-both outs:n_de va.lues. WOmen s'
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le 134 never dlscussed-—but as one spokeswoman said in St.
John' s, the w/en] 1n the outports are far ahead The ‘
= < a,ttltude as spec1f1ed 1n Harbour Deep deals w1th birth. et
o . ‘ 'fontrol., Harbour Deep has those tha\t do anii don’ t use ’
- v ‘ h " some form o’f contraceptlon. B.Lrth control is not talked
- about, _and its seems to be: ne].ther totally accepted or ) '
'-::]' S “'-:rejected L;r.r‘n'l‘tlng the number of chlldren is® ‘séen’ to be \‘ .

. \ desrrable—-probably because more of thOSe born now

e surv1ve and there is: 1ess work to be done on the flake-.
, ‘:‘:': Also parents now wrsh to provrde cert-aln beneflts for thelr
\ S chlldren, most orlwhlch, 1iké’ educatlon, c\ost monéy. ' The‘
:;' S attltudes toward bJ.rth control express more the J.dea’s; of " |
AR ' ' mouernrtkthan do other store bought commod:l.tles, for bJ.rth

cbntrol) is not SJ.mply a matter of consumPtJ.on and comparlson,

‘ L {’. . “‘ " but. instead represents a world of few” 1deas and outlooks. AL
o .'.f,:' Harbour Deep is ceri-:a:.nly on its. way. e ,,: [ C
s i ":; ' o , - "
' - Attitudes 'I‘bward Isolation ) .
e L b \ ,' Ce s f-\When deallngx w:.th a- cognrt1Ve approaé‘h,\ we must
f"":"": I o ascerta:.n how the pe0p1e themselves see the.u: sxtuatzon and
Q N L _"‘;wha.t ;héy feel about 1t.[_~—Statem’ents of ‘a Spatlal nature "\r'
A : are Jqulte common express:.ons in- Harbour Deep. ‘, Gomplil;ng,'{f o
DAl - these, one can get a gllmp\se of 1solat1.on as, 1t :Ls felt ‘
, . " D - ‘by the people who l:LVe 1t. K o S s
S h Travel by boat :Ls dJ.le.ked by many of the women s
A,‘/:' . :Ln the commun:.ty. and. feared -8 well.._ From ‘a. - 11fetime of |
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e:-tperience with ‘the sea, water travel is. worrisome'. F"or oo . i
o “the men :Lt is an evéryday fact of life." ] '%to.ries are told | | L A
‘ * of sklffs cut through by the 1ce, ahd near drowni'ngs. The
actual death rate 1n Harbour Deep due to this cause seems to
be z2ero, but the pOSSlbll.‘Lty is aiways there. None of the

’ men can\ swrm, although a few of the youngsters have learned

v - [
v i (-
' . ' :

LN e The numerous trlps back and forth durlng the holldays made

. \

TR . by the universa.ty and hlgh school students are cause for Do

alarm. L On one\occaSLOn, the steamer s englne room caught o

/

fJ.re w1th many aboara and narrowly escaped dlsaster. \The...-

} s:.nkmg of a longllner after strlkmg On submarge,d rdcks ,? o
.'."'...‘- '\fv PP

agaln whlle carrymg students (and the anthropologlst) 7 further Can i

) coan.rmed strong fears even though no 11ves were lost.

Commun:l.cation by means of radio—-telephone is .a labonous CLT

process w1th poor receptlon and dlfflculty of transm:.ss:.on. T i I .
R R ‘ B

L ‘ The most commpnly used dev:.ce .'LS the radlo-—whrch brrngs\. .
" news’ J.n, but does not take 1nformat10n out. ) Hence the \L - . \
feelmg'of separatlon J.s enhanced because of the dlfflculty ) * &
of contact w:.th other places, even if 31mply by phone. - Oneh

s has a sense of helplessness when the ca.mpalgnlng member T .
.. - o ,‘_-";f' F R
for the dlstrlct c1rc1es overhead in-a plane on three A )

COnsecutlve days. unable to land because of the w1nds for~-~ D

o the publlc meetlng But th/se are to a certaln extent L :j SRR 1

. X . -. NSNS L

extens:.ons of the mlflcatlons of phy51ca1 J.solatlon. The A L I

_ complalnts of .1solat:|.on that are VOl .ed are fear of water_ ‘ R
S " " PR S B
‘ travel and of the safety of the young people. A The R

‘ inhabillty to bd‘y certaln a.tems and a varlety of foodstuffs
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are Seen as drawbacks. The people themselves are a bit
4}

unsure as to how they comparé to those on the outside. They

are flattered that someone would be interested in. their
' &

way of life, and also that an outsider would wish to return
to Harbour Deep once again.

Although they are isolated, Harbour Deepers are,
not intimidated'oy those from outside. ' The people on the
steamer are always farr'butts'f?r good jokes. Their speech

is mimrcked and théir clothes commented on,'especially'if '

F

they stroll about ‘for any length of tlme fratern1z1ng w1th.
:the people.' The>old .men partlcularly enjoy these SLths,

:slapplng thelt thlghs and 1augh1ng heartlly recalllng an

-

» rnnocentrcommentaor qpestlon. One common statement that

» % - 3
results in’ derigion is anyone off the steamer saylng: "My
what, a prettx’little place this is! What do you call it?"

Iy s * . -
- The ‘men would cough-and answer honestly, but begin to wink
* . " U P e : " N .
. . and éarry-on'once the visitor's back was turned.. They seem
'ﬁ . N . . ." . o ’ . . i rs
C . to regard this comment as & sort of "left-handed”
- ‘! I \ . « . b ’

. compliment--or pé&rhaps their reaction‘was!to‘be expected

. : afterfyears of-hearing tne’same'qaestign.. The crew members

’e B o . on the steamer were not frlendly w1tz anyone in the

. ‘ ‘ communlty, .and no one made much of ‘an attempt to begln any
‘ sort of relataonshlp ‘The creWs mere on for two weeks,

-

]
&

~
~a

‘

" : FaN

B L N and’ off for another\two 80 there were two alternatlng sets
“of men,. but falrly stable as groups‘ The eommunlty S men
] ~were not favorable towaras hobnobblng w1th the tran51ent

T s outSLders--as though they con51dered th1s behavror to be

PRSI ¥

By N

Sie,

e




,haye refusea to leave, preferring their way of life tof

N 1
- ( -

\“‘,.\

N ) \

by o - 133
/ ¢ h

o . -
demeaning. . . v

Rl

But fior all of this,ﬂthe people in Harbour Deep
. / . ,‘—..

that in a resettled community, or in the cjties. "Their

. ’

defense of the community is vigorous, and the few
pessimists about its survival are ridiculedl Harbour

Deepers seem to be gradually galnlng a feellng of worth—-as

.

their. communlty 1mproves, as their’ chlldren become better

.

= ated, as more and mQre out51ders come to v151t and to: .

stay. [ . The contact that they do have w1th the outSLde

does not appear ‘to increaée thelr sense of 1solat10n, forl.

st

there‘;s little that the'outsade seems ' to offer them. if
the call Was.strong.énough, they would havetgone_with thoée.
N ) .

. from thtle Harbour Deep, from Williamsport. ‘The expressed

oplnlon about.lsolatlon, and it is not actually about

-

1solatlon pér se, is that they will leave when thelr chlldren

.

_no,longer{come back, ‘When a newspaper columnlst spoke of

them as-"isolateg from.the outside world! one of.the girls

- 3
N - 1 . K

gommented: "We're d11 on the outside of the world--none

-1n51de'"

. .
Talk of a, road xs always in the" alr, and access

_-across the country to Port Saunders. The mass return of the

o "

'young people from school and, unrversxty at every chance

they get speaks well for thls type of life. Many of the

.-;

;teenagers flght g01ng out to school,,even g01ng so0 far as

LY

to leaVe.- This seems to be the case because of ghe strong

td purposely flunk a, year or two so that they won t have

v T '1‘
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family‘ties within‘the community. Home is all security--one .
knoﬁs who one is in Harbour Deep, and has others that know

you. Applying a seingle term of this feeling would bg

inadequate. Many of those at work outside the community

buy beautiful gifts for those at home--one woman's daughter

bought her a clothes dryer, othefs'buy‘TVs,.radios, anythiné

to fﬁrther the enjoyment for their parents. Gratitude is

also shown bj the elderly parent or parents being part of

the family,'livipg under the same roof. There are -no old
-ﬁgopléﬁs.homeéjin“Harbdur Deép. 
' Circumstances force £heir leaving, for jdbs( for.

education, fox.husband or wife. Isolation to them adds a

spgcial flavor to life in Harbour Deep, but also presents

- .' | .

difficult obstacles for them to stay. A road built to
follow kin ties and relationships up’ and down Wﬁite Bay
would be a nigh impossibilityAbecéuse of the é%rrain with
ifs high marshy uplandg and its deep fiord—lfke arms. The
proéosed siting of the road ac?éSs the penin§u1a will have

many implicatiqné: besides decréasing actual physical

isdlation, it will link them with unrelated people,
unknown in Harbour Deep. ‘

K _ h The people éxpress conflicting opinions about

I this pfoposed road. If it comes, they realize.thgt their
\ - - o p;esent‘mpde ?f'living will disappear. Strangers will be
; T in and out.of thé\commun%ty at will, carried'by the

| automobile. House wil1 have to be locked ér guarded and'

children will no longer be safe on‘theAroad. But they also

¢
L
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see a road as their only hope of survival, as' theé link that
will bring their children back more safely and perhaﬁs
permanently. The road will mean work and jdbs for the men,

and more opportunities for social life. 1In-spatial and-

T e AL e b A IO AL A B IR A

emotional terms, Harbour Deep has a vast future to face.
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“CHAPTER V

. ) CONCLUSION

hl

This has been a study of Harbdur Deep dealing with
space .as a medium: in the house, in the community, and 1
between communities. At this point we ~sahai‘.l consider how
the spatial aspect meshes with the generai culture of
' Harbour lzeeg. ' ' . I
Ce “_' o In the house we saw how house ce,nS'tructio lrsel'f
is a nedira'ting' fact;r in i:he impingement rd the gro p-'up'on
SO ~the ind'ilv‘idual. The phys:.cal construct:.on and its use |
supports certain- expressed 1deals, such as cleanliness and
' Ifrlenle.ness with checks and balances J.mposed (the gradual

_‘entrance, the vmual pOSSlbllltleS) . It assumes . -

characteristics in an acoi]etic aﬁd a visual sense‘ from the

part:.cular situatlon in this community--the unsoundproof

- C ' construct:.on of dwelllngs lnfluences J.nteractz.on and

N o commum.ty 1nfomatlon, ae weﬁl as VJ.s:Lt:Lng patterns. .In
*

this way actual ‘phypical eonstruction becomes ‘a l.xnk in
the manner of co:mnuru.catn.on. “

Sexual domalns are. apparent, with the removal of.

{
the daybed and -any remodeling t.ha'l;. takes place vouchlng

for “the power of the female at home. The f_urn;sh:.n :
the k:ltchen space has its own specifi¢ pattern of‘\ use, ,
de‘pendent': on age-sex 'charat:teristics-:-se'that physical .
P objects £n themselves are an 1ntegral part of the" spat:.al
system. The effect of something such as the TV has also

A\
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/ . .
been noted--a feature of modernity that changes not only

interaction or non-interaction in this setting-=constructed

-

to augment certain cultural patterns.

In the Acommuriity we lodked at various public places.

I

as to their specific effect on community interaction
through space, calling these public places"'focal points”.
Focal points were demonstrated-to serve a variety,_of
purposes, w1th different results. . The weight a’ focal

| po:mt carrles 1n terms of commum.ty 1nteractmn reflects .
_' 1ts ‘use and J.ts power to lnvolve the’ entlre communlty.

" Some focal pomts are J.mportant lnformatlon exchange

v

) centers, th.le others are. reserved only for lJ.mJ.ted use--the
N\

1

'APoJ.nt merchant's as compared to the nurs:r.ng statlon. An_._'
evaluation of a publlc place in terms of worth to the R
1nhab1tants would be an entlrely dlﬁferent analysis w1th .

: dlffe;'lng results.' Variation in sex-l:.m.lte'd roles appear

in the use of certain place‘s', such that the church is an

area ,;Jl.mich ehcws .va marked 'di‘fference in use for the.male -
and the fe1nale.‘- The influence of,iﬁ—diéi:‘ahee) on the
.“_mé.i/k_e-up of visiting gropp‘s'\was shown as< well. i.ookintj at
.»‘the‘tchlture —ofl'Harbcur Deep and,moving away frora ‘the

hoase, the.:man'g worlc begins ‘:{:o' expand:'wﬁil‘e the woman's
trends to become more limi,te’d. T-he. ép‘ati(al system in this

" case actcaliy divides groups along .male/female' lines ‘of

in format:n.on and acce351bllity. S ..
1 “

The focal po:.nts vuthm a communlty have a

4great effect on dally patterns, the. lack of shops in NW

1

' AN : ey A
. PO e L N
: N PV N -




14

T3

138

‘Bottom results in a different use of the community for the

.

women living there. Focal points that augment one another
i

and create a hub for a cross ‘section of the populatlon

form complexes of 1nteractlon--such as. the Polnt Merchant s,
the wharf, and the theater.

Focal points Aocation withinva community can then
determine 1nformat10n flow and spec1f1c 1nteractlons ‘mold -

patterns of communlty use on the publlc 1evel, and 1nfluence

knowledge about the others wrthln the communlty. The

-

lack of focal pomnts 1n NW Bottom means llttle outsrde -

trafflc is drawn 1nto thls sectlon, so that 1t is the least

travelled portlon of the communlty, and least often Seen’

by the majorlty of the 1nhab1tants.

r

s Another aspect of communlty space is knowledde

about and use of the surroundlng enylronment. Male/female

differences appear in degree of knowledge about the others

N

in various sectrons of the c0mmun1ty——the man's dally

\

pattern takes- him into contact wrth -a varlety of others,'

while a woman s czrcle 15 more llmlted
8

In the chapter on 1nter~cnmunrty space we dealt
1 ..
prlmarlly w1th the aspect of 1solation, as' a- physlcal

and a psychologlcal force. ' The steamer is an-emotlonal

.t1e as’ well as.'a supply llhk, ‘and serves a speclflc role

A

in commnnrty cohesrveness and, interactlon--people get
)

‘together for the arrlval of the steamer, and arrlvals

and departures a;e clearly visible to all. Isolatron ln :-

thlS culture creates bonds and a certaln deflnltlon of

e Tt e R e e T
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location. The dif.f.usion of attitudes toward travel and
visiting outlined the extent of, the Harbour Deeper's -.
fears we all as hJ.S outside ties and km lines. Continual
travelllng expresses dlssatlsfactlon w1th the community.
gOnceptlons of Outs:l.ders in the~commun1ty_were found to
v"ary depending on the inaividual and his ascribed role,
.and the conception of certaln outsuie groups was found to
' be. 11m1ted by dlrect experlence. TV 'and radio have an .
| 1mpact on a conununlty such as, th:l.s-—J.n terms of 1nformat10n '
) as well as exposure. The most ’importan,t aspect of ‘ —\
.1solat1.on 1s, of course,‘ ltS effect on the conununity s '
future, and” on the llves of 1ts lnhabltants. " Hence a -
Spatlal component can determlne a po:.nt of negatlve growth
From this _study of spat;al .attr:.butes, wé become
‘ aware- of.'certain cult\ura.l patterns which underlie much o'f
"the behairior of this community. ' Thr‘ougﬁ structure and
..f.placezuent when coupled w:.th use and atJ.tJ.tudes, we gaJ.n a
Lspatlal perspectlve Whlch allows an understandlng of
_the context of var:.ous soclal s:.tuatlons as defined by :
HarbOur Deep.‘ .In summary, look:.ng at‘ Harbour Deep in
terms of 1ts spat:.al components enables an observer
to percelve activ:.ty in terms of location.‘ This perspeétlve‘
allows us to deflne var:.ous conmum.ty focal po:.nts as to '
their ei(ffect upon lnteractlon between 1nd1v1duals and N
.'between groups. s 4 | ‘
Spatz.al constructlon and usage is neither
acc1dent‘a1 nor unplanned', even thoug,h J.t may not be

e
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verbalized, as it most clearly illustrated by the house
form constructed by the people of Harbour Deep. The
response is emotlonal, stemming from tulturally instilled
patterns and familiar interactions. Spaee.provides a - ~
powerful stimulus for various "states-of-mind"--a stimulus
which is recognized in the way people plan their own
‘personal spaces.' Construction‘within a culture should be
based on feelings engendered by familiar and unfamiliax -
surronndings. Hall- malntalns that
0 We will undoubtedly 'develop subtle
ways of . using space to a551st man\in
_\many ways, to ‘help him in his work, to -
increase or decrease his interactions:
with others...We will eventually learn

the laws of space and how to apply
them effectlvely (1961:

1Y

) Anthropology can play a large part in thls learnlng prqcess,

v1eWLngqman in all his dlver51ty based on certhln pringiples.

culture--an
[

;e Spat1al usage hhs for the most part been
)determlned from a vantage p01nt external ko thz
""etxc" approach xEsber 1971) . AnthropolOgy, because of
its empha81s on fleld work/and cultural relativ1ty, has
the dreelplrnea-abllity to add ‘the "eplcs“ of the”
situation aelﬁiewed b} the inhabitaﬂts of any}oommunity.
Apthropology provxdes a detalled context for behav1on

- and a system of 1nter-relat10nsh1ps on a total cultural .

3

scale. }

» o
"An illustratlon of- possible anthropologlcal
1nput is prQV1ded by Charles Thomas mhoﬁpson in Patterns 3

- of. House Keeplng in Two Esklmo Settlements-. ‘ \
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Although the women were traditionally
the dominant flgures in the tent
household (and when in camp still retain
that poBition), their authority seems to
have beeh usurped when they have moved
into housing in the settlement. The
home does not "belong" to the‘woman,
she has had nothing to do with
building or furnishing the house; she is
not responsible for buying food or any
other articles in the house (1969:20).

A situation such as this which creates a change in social

organization and relationship involves mich more than a

substltutlon of « phy51cal

fhltuatlon also allows for

n&~§tructurél featﬁies. ‘The

dlflcatlon thrpugh knowledge

‘o; the 1Lfeways bf 'a people, and 1nformat10n about
' 94551b1e confllctsAthat may appear between the old "’ way of \

' -llfe and the. new. Anthropolqu\has the methods and‘thq

interest which can be utilized and applied.

Q

‘Eautology if we consider- that man will

Good design becomes meaningless

be reshaped to fit- whatever environment
he creates. 'A long range question -is
not so much what sort of environment.
we want but what sort of’ man we

want (R. Sommgr 1969 179).

— e
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Total Population by Age

N i . i 4 \ . .
Chart 1: Population Pyramid: Harbour Deep, August 1971 -. {
. A L i
Horizontal Scale: 1/10" = 1 individual b f
. Vertical-Scale: Cohorts of 5 year intervals
. ‘ male and female aggregated.
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Chart 2: Population Pyramid: Harbour Deep, August 1971
Horizontal Scale: 1/10" = 1 individual
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