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: T :'/' telling and other e}tp,ressive‘behavior to pto;ect a speciflc 1mage of

.

QI ‘ storytelhng. e

o ' The purpose of the 'tudy is t(\show how t;hese forms of expressiwve

> - .-' ‘ 5 d
“ .,‘. .

behav1or express and help to malntain a sense of famlly 1dentity

;famlly past:.me.s are organlzed accordmg to family membersh:.p and are

.

sources of and settings for storytelling. . Famlly members use stury—

.
P

their gmUp or erf themSéIVes as 1ndiv1duals._, These images are highly j

v . |»'.-

IR
3 ’

wself—conscxous and can be played with for different hudirmc:es w’ﬁnd

"_jsituat:mns. The)z not only reflect family self-images but also involVe

'g’., Plays cm the :lmages family members think others bave of them or of groups
. ; with which they are
v Family members

“ =

o pfivate"gxprgssiops

.

e famly unders‘tlénaé.
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t.e- 0 “ ‘devices family uie:txib‘.ersﬁ_ﬁ‘{x"se,fo‘_tf ekpre_seing"ee_i:)'tei;ic‘fj imo&léqlge:' in t‘heir‘ I
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T The questions of what it means to belong to‘a family and of when

oy ,» ° - TS it ¥
SR fmhfly ties become 1mportaht ‘to members oﬁ this kin network ate- also RCEN
\$ Dt @ o *.-\,--2'-'
e T addressed in the thesia. Observation of family in raction and im;er-‘

3 .’ can‘ be used in ;rganizing family bpast-‘imes. ~ ':: Qe
. ""' - 5
~member qf the family is icno ing which family ties ate releyant t:o .
r Tl di‘fferent kj_nds of interaction and which A ages o£ famiﬂ.ym_group areu'
‘ , L éhpropriate to certa*n situations. Famil}" m‘e'mbers ‘can’ identify them——'“
’ ' e selves« or theit relat:lves with gne family group‘ i!I Oﬂé éit“atim‘ and

iwith another 'in @’ different situ,atiorx. This thesisg'ocuses on the . - "
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":expression of .family identity in pastimes and verbal art, for it isni:
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' falinily"idetttity.
‘A.'a é:ommc%n iaest‘, and a sense of family group. . This study ‘gtamines the-
- traditions of ‘one large family network whose geographic center is
'- communir:y located in the M‘idlands region of South Carolina.
""on fami y—centered pastimes and verbal art to show hov these ttadi@ons

: express and help to maintain a. sense of family identity.

' .devoted to kinship.

.‘ ar eense o)ﬁ family membership.

©i" CHAPTER T

INTRODUCTION . - .. . ..o 0 .Y

."R_' . e . | -. . " . Aims ) ‘, . . .‘w I‘ ‘“»‘ . ‘.“-I "“‘ o F~.V
:-‘ : ) ) ' ’ ' .‘ . ’-': - ' : 'n._

-

' Many families I have known have a collect;ion of stories, private

‘ "expressions, and nicknames which family members delight in tel‘ling and

o

‘using in amily settings. These expressions are eignificant riot, only‘-, -

‘as: family e’ntertainment but also as’ an important force in shaping . o LR

. /4 - .
They/are creative expressions of shared experi-ences, e
- - - ,f\ L

7

4 »
P | .
It focds'es el

‘? - .

A

i

S:I.nce family -identity’ and family traditions are tied up with the

.kinsﬁip relations of family members, a: ‘18rge part of this thesis is also -

~ s oo

*Blood relationship is the basis but alone is not suf ficient fot developing

7 )

Friendahip, geographic ptoximity, and a - o

Ix\ ny study of this family netw‘aork I founql tpat o




| o . T w
becoming releyant in specific gituafions. Thus, individual family

menbers have a/rdhge of family identities to choose from. 1In a parti-
" cular situation, the one they select to foreground is sig'nificant.1
: .

' The question of vhat it means to belong to a family and whgn family

.

T o ties become reievant to members of this kin network will be: considered

R SR NURE T R 1 this'study. I would like to- suggest that family identity and the
B N . o e . -~ ¢

j R - sense ~3¥ helong;ng to a family are expressed and reinforced to a 1arge '

PRy L 'i".?’“ exte@ihrough pastises and verbal art. In a 1968 article Roger D. .
-.:5. . Lo : ,- 2 \ .
Abrahams suggested ""Even our concept of the family may, ultimatqu have PR

oM . '. . \

out of

.,,2

_e shared experiences. Although Abrahams 8 statemen does not account

A

* . -
in developing a sense- of family group. . ... . S

2

. af‘ suig‘gestion .that shated expressions and stor:les do plgy an important part

My approach is primarily,synchronic, to Iook st a present family

. ¢ * Ld

'roup and analyze the dyna:mics of their social interaction and their

>
- folkloric communication through verhal art. .-But to limit it to a syn—
PR S chronic spproacﬂ would be misguided, since the family s knowledge and
S o N ;
.. . . I X

- T view of its own - past is very much ar part of the present. Thus 1t is .

- & .
L R Lo u:t ' . o . e

o - o i : and community developed over the generations siuce ancestors ‘of the present

X ) 6 . - o . U

R T
B ol "Foreground" is used here to mearn to call attention to and make .
~ “important. It 1s ‘the: English translation of the Czech term for this

. concept developed by the’ Prague . School. . See, Bohuslav Havranek e -

- Functisnal DifferentiatiOn of the Standard Language " in A Pragu School
*.-.Reader in" .Esthetics, Literary Structure, 'and.Style, ed. Paul L. 'Garvin

. (Washington, D C.:_ Georgetown University, 1964), pp 3-—3.6 “
_ N . o’ v ‘ .
" 72 Roger D Abrahams, ."A Rhetoric of Everyday Life Traditional Conver—

.e-.

. sat:_‘,onal Genges," Sduthern Folklore Quarterj, 32 (1968) - T

I. . M
e . 4 . .
T B N - . =

......

alsq diachronic in. its examinat{ion of ‘how the present concepts of family e N

s



family manbers first settled in the area. By presenting a brief, . ;
histoxry of the n-fa‘;n-ily and their tecollections of changes in the com- . =

- munity and the familfy structure _over the years, my intention’is to

La

giVe a background against wbich to view the present group. In doing~

-

.,so, I dlso hope to show how their 9ense of their past has 1nfluenced : Lo
A the ways t,hey view themselves today’. = -_3 ey LT ; o .

AR T I hav focused on' the ways in which family members talk, perform, ,

' and lntera & amOng hemselvés. A considerstiou of theirv relations with .

¥

::persdns outside the fami].y would be valuab%e for a broader under-

R S o \
'., but. 1t would require a much larger st(udy than i\ D
this thesis ca,n ,attempt . -What I have shoun, however, 1is the way . family :

T : members view themselves in relation to outsiders and the roles outsiders

,‘;'standing of” the fam

Fo SN T
\ el e

A play in their verbal art both as individuel personglities and as the

s B generalized outsider against whom the family contrasts. itself Family d/

N . members have mauy stories and expressions about outsiders and families

A . . - - : :
.‘n" T

other than their ow% but they often seem to take the’ greatest pleasure

a€

e,

R "in talking about and” among themselves., This thesis, therefore, deals o
only with their esoteric verbal expressions, omitting, for the most. part, . ,. 3

- " expressions relating primarily to outsiders. T v T

?

Even though this study deals only wftﬂh the relations within the
family, it 1s not intended to dismiss questions of their relationship to
- S 4 the.outside-world‘ The family is not an isolated group.' Indeed ind.ivi— .

dual %family manbers are very much involved iIn the social, political, and

. 3

_economic affairs of their area and of their state, The boundar,ies_ of

-~ fa:nily group which. they‘ perceive are not set up- against ‘an. outsi:de -soéie‘ty )
. " but exist within a l_arger\c’ommuni"t'y of.- people with whom they also share a

= " ' . .o : ' i = . . i L
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) extremely'complexr - . . . b_

gradually come to thin& of themselves as one’ family.. Ae the same time,"."'n'
- different ways of grouping their kin.'

‘.dErvins, Dargzns, Howards, Williamsons, and Jeffers.. It is through the ”j:°,“J

. to the present location. . :

1]

.the center of this network there are five last—name family groups}:_-;1§.~'5

]

~ B
>

sense of identity,'although not a sense of blood hinship. ‘As m& ] - .
» - , . . o ' )
discussion of the‘family tradition will show, the relationship of

the group to the’outside, and of the individual to the group, is

a - L. - .

The family network I am describing)is made up of seéveral extended
o Cl
families who haVe intermarried over the generations until they have . u? ;

I

P - '. . s ‘_:-.’. N

'A‘the? have maintained their 1dentities as Separate families hgsed on

\

Within the community which forme ,ffgng_”

Ervins -and tke Dargans and the two - marriages bet;een then in the early .ix'fj
19005, however, that the present group finds 1ts g;lmary identifiration

s .
as a family Thus, the. group is often known, both hy its awu members’ ’
and by persons outsi;: the family, as the’ Dargan—Ervin clan.

The family $ tToots in. the area. run deep., Ancestdrs of-the present.‘j’

famihr4nembers were ampng those who settled in the South Carolina Hidlands ‘

1

during the 1700s and built small plantations along the rivers Some jivf‘

LR N

family members still farm the land settled by these ancestors.l Othersicf

L ’

trace their 1and ownership to the late 1800s and early 1900s when their . L
R e

grandparents or’ great-grandparents moved from another part
3 o !

the county

' Hembdrs of this central group live on adjoining farms spanning two A

counties, ‘but the family network also includes many 1iving outside thia‘

B

area in'varying degrees of ' closeness. As 1 will show later, the boun— '“i"p

daries of the family and of the commun1ty are not fixed but flexible. It

;-




. o - \ .' . ..' ) ., .: . .t .I/. .
SR - P \ : .
ia a family network which can be cha.racterized as more . open than closed

for new me.mBerB are continually being added by marriage, 'by a reaffima— \ :

]

tion of family \membership by relatives who had "lost touch, " and by the C.

T oo discOVery of new kinship tiea. The family .is composed of a network o'f

v

e ' RN persons bound by ties of kinship, whose coneepts of familay and community,-i"f o ,4 A\,ji

, have :and'will continue to change. ‘ _:": i‘," : 7.‘_,‘ A " ;’ _;’ \
_ | .L. ‘ = . ,I myself ‘have been and continue to be part of this community and / ‘
‘ " : the family which composes ite population. I cho;se.to study my own family";'A .‘ *
’ ~for three ma.in lreasons. One was for tI:e advantages the ‘insider has when ,
,5 etudying highly esoteric maten:lal.: hn.co:nt.sider might eventually be ablne L )'
’ - E v to get much of the snmel :formation bnt qit would tequire a much longver. '
h period of study: It is also doubtfnl that an outsider could ever become .. v L '
’ R oy

- completely aware of ,the many s.ubtleties' of family interzction and verbal

. art that the insider realizes exist. Secondly, “the” Complexity of ths‘ ‘ R
K.Y .. - . . %. 1

’ W family itself makea it an interesting group. to atudy. Members of thig

] vl h . family have lived in the s ' area - and .on- the same land for several genera- -
¥ 3 i ;" s tions. As a result there is a stton;;ehse of - family identity within the =
N l i group-. Thirdl}', it is also a‘ family which has -a. great deal of contact with o

T ::H H N ’ /
o S the\world outside the cognmunity, which makes it a good group in which to

'. . B Dy
: . e
. observe the effecta of a changing society on the family.' e é’:} C
o L RV . .M' ’ 'Prev.io'us} Scholérx'ihi;;._' . B ol
4 . o ® v “ . . IR - 7 . ot .. . ‘a N .- _ o )

In spite of the large amount of literature on American families,

S our understanding of American kinship is still vary narrow..- Studies of

kinship have provided valuable descriptiotﬁs of kinship terminologies and

L A R T R A
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v,
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rules of residence and descent but relatively few accounts have been

o

. given of how kinship is uscd in everyday life. There has been a greater

concern with the relationship of the family to the larger social struc-‘ﬁ'

\ \4:

ture than with the implicatioﬂs of kinship for the study of small group o

e oy . R o ey

o flff*gz‘.é S Theories about American families have been Heveloped. for the most

part, in tHe context of urban America.' They haVe tended to emphasize

3 o
e

o= [ " e

"}g ?' sociQIOgists have provided a model df the “typical American,family‘"'f“”f

"‘,&_‘ K . e
S nuclear household isolated from other relatives, mobile, 3 1 mombers._u
\ At - -
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.,; ship patterns and terminolpgies, but there has been a serious lack of
t .‘N‘ l '- f J" : N " T

Ll F attention given to how particular families or communities operate on,the L

basis of kinship.3j Studies such as Ray L. Birdwhistell's study of family
relationships in two Southern white communities and Carol B. Stack’ :

analysis of kin networks in a Southern black community are rare..
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tioning family group. One is the researcher s model of kinship organiza—5~»:f‘h” i’
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f‘}‘ 3 Ward S Goodenough, "Yankee Kinship Iegminology," in Cognitive
Anthrqpology, "ed. Stephen Tyler (New York:’ _Holt, Rinehart, -& Winston,\'

"Itf - kinship structure aud principles for recognizing membership in a fuuc— 7":ﬁ

. 'Account . (Englewood Cliffs, N J.. Prentice-Hall 1968) 5JW-;
Lo P

.

. Ray Lee Birdwhistell, "Border County. A Study of Socialization and
Mobility Potential " Diss. University of:. Chicago 1951, Carol B, Stack All

3 Our. Kin: Strategies for Survival in a- Black Community (New York Harper.n“-;'

& Row, Publishers, 1974).,4_;;‘ T LR e
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”J-f'?iy.ﬁlﬂ' ' the general pattern rather than the particular case. From such studies, j;;?hx}ﬁfix

i'v Anthropologists have done valuable studies of national andiregional kin-' Vﬁ-'*75-ff '

) Social scientists have stressed the distinction between theories of...

tion and the other, the viewpoint of individuals engaging in social inter- 5!.‘:2
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action with the persons he considers his kinsmen. These models of kinship : U‘; R

'~ "7 - Inc., 1969), pp. -255~288; David M.  Schheider) American Kinships A Cultura“l- R
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structure may differ from an individual’s identification with a- tﬁ.ll_;7~ f
. particular family group. To describe a family as a, Bocially meaning— -‘1ni¢;: i
'%? . s f“1 Unit theI-‘efore, requires detailed observation and description ofi . *
~fd¢'€";i"t-5‘: the role kinahip plays in the daily lives of individual familv membera,; ;;i‘if* ¥ -
‘gﬂ g “fﬁff;: Some patterns ot‘ramily interection haVe received attention.‘ flﬁleii ii }f;3g'é
N i,ﬁf;'~ Social :;ientists have examined the reciproeal rights and‘obliéations t%;efﬁlg L :
‘: s and to a. more limited QXte“t the Patterns of leisure ofvfamilies, but.'ml |
E the.expression of tamilv‘identity thrbugh verbal artﬁhas generally been I},L,‘;ﬁ
: '-' “esll’-'c';"*‘l» This is clearly an area of family 1ife which folklorists have A
‘ S the skills to examine. Until reeently, however, folklorists haVQ vir”l-;l:,l{li:' :

tually ignored verbal art>as a form of family interaction.. Collections S

'.' 4

.uN‘-V.T':,.' were made of items of folklore in family repertoires which could be
N ‘ ’ established as having a long tradition in time and space, but the verbal ﬁ:"lgtf
“f . art which expressed family experiences and which family members use to

.
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talk about and among themselves was left out.“ In these collections,f};rf;_:A

iu'filﬁb families were used as 1aboratories for studying certain kinds of material '
. 2 . L

| f rather than as the f°c“5 °f Bt“dY‘thﬂmBelves.. A few familv studies Save “f” ipl L i.

Lo HeE,

family reminiscenCes and legends as background to the more "traditional""" =

e e,

material, but even this was tare.q

3‘"'fi§,;21' 5}'3 One reason for this neglect has been that until recently folklorists fﬂ;ﬂ

Terry M Carbo, "The Faith Healing Beliefs of a New Orleans Family, A

Louisiana ‘Folklore’ Miscellany, 27 (1968), 91- 100' Roganna ‘M. Giusti, "The AR

v 3‘ B Life—Cycle Beliefs of a 'New’ Orleans Family - of Frenchﬂltalian Backgrounh, L w?

S 'Louisiana Folklore.Miscellany, 3°(1975), 3-28; Beverly Hawkins,;"Folklore -
e of ‘a Black Family," Journal of - the’ Ohio.Folklore Society, 2 (1973), 2 19.;;mn o

n, U

Patrick Mullen, "Folk Songs and Family Traditions," Eublications of

“v the Texas Folklore Society, 37 (1972) 49-63; Leonard Roberts, Sang Branchc ‘
- Settlers:-Folksongs -and Tales of a- Kentucernountain Family (Austin, Tekas.'”‘
‘ Univ. of Texag Press, 1974). Hereafter Publications of the Texas Folklore

ociegz will be cited PTFS.Ai.. ,J,"3 f,._=.,,3,“ A tr.'. ‘,fﬂgf}',_r_ﬁjf'?
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AT . have been more cOncerned with glfted raconte rs: and singers whose

‘ repertodxres irucluded highly traditional mat rial : Since a’ 1arge por-

the collection one personal experience story. He later found the same

i : stoll:y, .tom as’ true. 1n a magaa;ne article. The story w'as therefore
S :f"_ established as traditional and Dorson argues, shokuldha;;e been inc'luded‘-; S \ .
o Although for many years folklor‘i'sts avoided the parts of Ea.mily’reper-'.' |
o _ B )‘-.‘..,‘toires which they did not eonsider traditional, a few. seholars sugges}ted v
i ,I that: this material deserved athention in its ewn r:lght. .In an article PR
R ) ' published i.n i97l Herbert Halpert suggested \thar_ fan\il; narratives tt‘)ld
v " . ::‘.‘.;. as’ true de:se:?vred\ eonsxide;:ati'onblin legend st:udy.8: Others call:lng for the 4’;1 | .
’ 8* _: study of this mat:erial asked that' famil_y foﬂclore be considered & dist:[mft 'E‘: | .
- S Richard Dorson., "Tales pf 4. Greek—American Family on’ Tape',m L

N Fabula, 1 (1957), 115! LI

S . '.'- '.,"".' ¢

:‘ “"'""' 8] Herbert Halpert, "Definition and Variation in Folk Legend " in At
American Folk Legend: -A §ymgosium, ‘ed, Wayland‘D Hand (Berkeley' Univ. -

N

’of CaliforniaJ Press, 1971), pp 52—53
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‘.—:»’ range of family narrative traditions but made no conmittment to

the genre concept himself

‘ ”ﬂtinctions between unstructured musings polished retellings e

ﬂ';:*questions.

i
RISy
* % eluding favorite anecdotes about- eccentric relatives ‘oftén- Af‘ﬁ‘-VQ_i [

’ C W x@n Sydow talked about “famrly saga, o which he described as S
L multi—episodic legends and gaVe as examples the Icelandic and Scandi— o
‘, .}fffnavian sagas, which tell of actual events

' f_'only within confined, geographical\Lgions where the acting persons are
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o First person rem;niscences and family stories have long

puzzled Anerican-folklore COllectors and” scholdrs. - ,Hoy many.
repetitions -are neededv or. how widely nust A tradition "be ‘dk o
.jspread for it to quall[y as’folklore? How can we draw dis-. =

t‘i:of ‘events,, memorates, and, personal legends?’. Every folklorist
“"'who has tape rmorded goad” informants has had to: deal with such ‘
I has been asserted, with some’ convincing examples,
e
6

iﬁfthat family - traditions constitute a traditional gategory in=u-

~-"'repeated ‘== and ‘somewhat embellished - experiences nicknames,
"7 and expressions of a family group,: .and the like.,,: -If nothing
e else,. personal reminiscences of these kinds’ do furnish back= . 5 - L
. .ground for;the folklore texts of gifted’ informants and even AF -

T “for’ this reason alone, they onght to. be collected 9 . ‘g-ﬂf RO

EE
B

A

and are known and of interest ATTF““

[

, known "10 Mody C. Boatright, who was more concerned with famfly saga in

the North American setting, explained,his use of the term.

I use the term family saga mainly to denote a lore that

"~:itends to cluster around: families which is, preserved and modified

l:i}by oral transmission and which -is: believed to be’ true. Lore that’ :‘_J
©dg handed down as folklore is- excluded.' r am, then, ‘not’ concerned

L e a type of’ ‘tale by 1 with clusters of types, not. with a- motif, ;f;f

'"'t;but wlth many motifs.~; N e

9 Jan Harold Brunvand The Studx of American Folklore' An Introduction “':“ﬂ

(New Yorko W W. Norton & Co., Inc.,,4968), p. 93

1948) R p 87

11 Mody C. Boatright et al.,eds. Th amily Sagan And Other Phasee of
American Folklore (Urbana 'Univ. of Il is Press, 1958), p 1. i
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i ?ﬂiftﬁfj‘.with text\ ie~Kathryn L.-Horgan 5. study of her ,' '13},;35,; -
;: : '}‘:"which she\describes how her family s Stories about her great-grandmother Tf'j[f;;],ﬂl
; Caddy were)used a8 buffers to overcome{the fear and anger they experienced '!: '{"_}zm

, being blac in a white-dominated sociéty. -1};1%: 'Q;J“ 11;47 R ;’7‘}: ;}/uj“ L
:37¥f,f;T f;~ff£.g;".‘fﬁff ~ .:g‘ﬁ S n,,‘.A ., e T -r-T'-’. T R Y
R "Q,'~.ij‘§~ Caddy legends have served as “buffere" for the' children
" in.our) £ ily for four - generations. . ‘Although there are, many’

< q,-f;similar narrat1Ves in folk histories dealing with:the ordeals
| R fﬂl“oflslavery, with its whippings, rapes, mutder, escapes "and ‘pur~
C " f . suits, they-did’ not .belong to- us,’.as did. the. 1egends of Caddy. . +
B .. The other narratives.along with’ the Negrolgpirituals finally "
' : belonged to the world but Caddy was ours. L AR
i s

Horgan shows\how the Btories about her grandmother held a special signi-'

ficance for her family and‘played an important role 1n the famlly 8 image -:‘?.: R

of 1tse1f. o8 RPN E : WL e .'1 o
. S . ‘\. - RPN P ~'.
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ﬁﬂth the‘recent shift in folklore scholarship away from a concept of ‘7;‘ﬁi‘,flffﬂ:
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folklo e as oral tradition and toward an expreasive behavior model the ;jﬁh o
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“1’,#See J D. Bradley,-"Reminisoences of a Texas Pioneer," PP 149~ 153°;”" R
. "l Guadalupe.Duarte, "Around. theiFire with my. ‘Abuelitos," PP’ 154—159-‘“*'?1" :
.. :Maurita’Russell Lueg;v"Russell Talee," PP+ 160—166 F S. Wade, "The
. ' :;fAdv nqures of “Ad, Laurence'" pp. 133—168.; PR S ﬁ e
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l%thryn L. ”Horgan, "Caddy Buffers. Legends of a Middle Class o :
ro- Family An. Philadelphia," Keystone Folklore Quarterlg,alo (1966), L
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-, X book, Language in the Inner Citv both 6f n‘nich were useful in my own

- analysismf personal narratives. "

o 2 Coes ..‘

narratives expression geminiscences and nlcknames have gained A.

_ acceptance as areas of study The linguist William' Labov presented 'A
: N
- linguistic analysis of personal expcrience uarratives’ 1n. a joint

f P . (,. J

article with Joshua Waletzky in 1967 and i‘rba chapter of a more recent

‘" P r -m. u

15 But Itr has been only r@cently that

11- K

a. ‘_,\r, . ,-.-
5

‘ of the early folklore studies to concentrate on personal narrati_gs and

since then the number of étudies has increased everycyear. The programs

X "" of the American Folklore Society s annual meetings are clear)vidence of

. w
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the growing interest in t B

The use of private'words and expressions vithin closel)zdknft groups

_,r..——-"“"“ﬁ‘
M

ineluding familles,“has been observed by—many"eﬁ:'holars but folklorists

J 8,

":,, .

’ \)ublished m 1962 'men walker Read who described the family a8 the

.\r.

"fundamental speech coxm%unity, gave examples of private expreseions amcng

I J'

Eng]qish-speaking families..].‘z He quoted ather scholars who pointed out
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15 ﬁilliam Labov and Joshua Waletsky, "Narrative Analysis,',' in Essays
*"on ‘the Verbal and Vi)s\:al Arts, ed..June Helm: (Seattle- Univ.; of Naahington
Press, 1967), pp.. 12-44; William Labov,r"The Transformation ef Experience :

" in Narrative Symx," 4n Language. in. the Irner. City:’Studies in.the Blal

English Vernacular (Philadelphia Univ. of Pennsylvania Press,’IQTZY pp. :

pp. 354 396
16
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Lawrence G Small, "Patterns in Personal Experience NarrativeS' '

Storytelling at Cod Harbour, a Newfoundland Pishing Community," Thesis

Hemorial Univ. o.f Newfoumiland 1971. ; .,‘_

L r

: 17 Allen Walker Read “Fam1ly Words 1n English,'! Ameriean Speech 37
(1962) 5—12., R . .

f°1k1°ris’55 have ?fVEn t1'11‘5 narrative genre serious attentidn. Lawrence'; e

G. Small g Master s thesis, "Patterns in Personal Experien‘ce Narratives -;. .

Ftill have not given this genre the attention it deserves. In an article '
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; the/existence of this esot:eric 1anguage w'thin families, a&mugh they E
' - did not examine At themselves. - ",f:‘;" K _ “'.Ij:;»" . "(j;r."“" T \\ ".I~. NS
Lo ;In 1913, for example, George Philip xxa§? wrote,~“Certain forms of
. g speech will he used only among the members of\the family in their familytl:-~ﬁ“T§ i
‘ ',“','worelations and these wi'll often be the v#ry form which _giVe the group .
=y :"f':l‘_.;,:'.ﬁ :lts deepest sens‘é of intimacy and unity "18 Eric\l’artridge gave some{..,'.'_"'"-:- ,
R I Q . ) ) . ‘ o
examples of family words and wrote: e ;j:.\jf;,:;;\u“-' “ ‘w
N \ L All families, if they ‘are mqre than ‘a. mere coll'ection of >
A UL -.related individuals, Af they often meet together, ind, especiall T
R L N A AT £ they préfer their oun' company; to. that of others, have thedr v v T
_ Lo LTl owm private. slang, some few.an: extensive vocabulary, “host g . ;Pl]if LT T
: .- "w .score or a dozen or evén fewer words. and- -phrages.’ OCcasionally S
" Crto-a stranget will hear a complete sentence that obviously means,/
; something different.l9 IR e Ty -la ; A
o AR L e B e e i: TR
X _’;i'f Irish archaqplogist ’R A. étewart Macaliater, gave more evi—‘~';f§ -
R dence off t’h/ genre of family fnlklorgf R S .
L o ‘ Probably evEry family, eVen of moderate size has a more or:
R - less -extensive vacabulary of current words and phrases, the

'mTfiewlﬁi;i?eources of which may have- been’ forgotten =< may.. even'never haﬁe‘/
R "7 . beén. known to the Judior! membere i=~.but_which are- quite: compre=, iO" S
o f"j\ci‘t"xhensible in the hOusehold, though totally/unintelligible outside.,g{ o

T . '.4 .7
. . . s

It has also been observed that sma].l coxmnunities ana closely-knit
//

. . . »."' . \,'
P . . sy

S L roups share private expressitms ,and words» It is eurprising therefere o

.-:v‘.'v. ST e -x_‘ . _,‘ /

S N d:hht these expressions have—reeeived so little attention.u Rogef/ Abrah"""
\"> "» .' " ”vvu. o s ‘5»-. = '“" "_v", S _'..'"’ ',.'-:....'”-,“."rr“‘
. “‘ o ‘ S ” ,,:-‘-' ’ ’:.”; 1,.: " -ls;.’ - L U . -',’,3{ \‘I L SR N

. . U ; SERES LTS . g PRTIES e ¢ . : - ’/
T e 8 George Philip Krapp, "Standards of Speech and Their Value, R
o Cens Hoderd.\ Philology, 11 (1913) 59 D = SR ,_;, PR _;,"i ST
2 B A ‘ lg\Eric— Part:rid e, Slang Today and Yesterday (London. George ".": K
L Rou;ieagé ‘and Sons 14 3), P A8 ) : S
% 20 R. k Stewart Macalior.er, 'l'he Secret Lenguages of Ireland
A (Cambridge. \Cambridge Univ. Press, 1937): PP:- 91-92 " R
O i _ S
R ’ ' ‘;'".-' 21 M A K\ Halliday, Ag;iinguages," American Anthropologist 78;.‘

g ',}:}";:_'.« (1976) 570-584; ‘Lawrence' G:

SO 4 1, "fraditional Expressions’ in a New—fﬁ.» ‘
.':". ‘ foundland Comm ity," Lore and Language, 2 (1975), 5-18.“..‘_ U
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T;xe study of certain genres within’ th,e Lcontext. of a fam‘ily grcn/p/na
.:—1.'13"t become increasingly popular in\the past few years. &n 3:974 t.he : | (
Famil',; Folklore Program was started }15 part of the Smithsomlan Institu ' 4';': ;
. ':tion s Festival of American Folkiife.v‘ Stories, reminisoences, expressions; ST
":; " ;nd pli;tographs were co'llected from festival-—goers .and' oompiled in gwo ‘\ o
: . béb/k:{/et‘s, "I d Like To Think They Were Pirates" s.nd Family Folklor‘é 2“
.j'---; ’ ) There is at least one Ph,.D disserta.tion on a particular family s foik—"-‘ “:.'-,7
/ = L::; i lore ’ Karen Baldwin s‘ "Down on Bugger Run. Family Group . \ the Social | ;L ) .
. = e .\ e et 0 .
- ’.:'j:\;:;..,.;‘;;r‘ﬂase of Folklore,“25 and a few dissertations and the.ses in progress. "%_ W -

_,The,se studies and hopefully my own show ‘how folklorists have neglected

Th SRS ".'.j2,3-‘ ., Expressions, Garrett mily; HOllY Cutting—Baker et al I;

P R . o Fawily Folklore - (Washington, D c.. Smithsonian: Institution, 1976), q ‘ .
ORI AN . I "53-56% Steve’ Zeitlm, Sandra Gross, and Holly Cnt:t:ing-}}aker,Q eds., j \ T
foin e w00 T ke *To. Think Theymﬂiere Pirates" (Washington, D C.., Smithsonian BRI,
DT T "'Institution, 1975) PP 30-32 R AT S L T DI X
ST T 2 Zeitlin, Gross, Cutting-Baker‘ Pirates Cutt:lug-Baker et al‘., e R
‘s ‘ : ‘. : ~"::_:‘ Fami_12~ ‘ - .v'

.'.‘. ',',“ T -v'A". ' o ,‘ . ERER Co .. '
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An important conce t. for thia study is the esoteric-exoteric
| 2 ‘ _' § principle operating 1in the family 8 folklore. Using William Hugh
of R Jansen a definitiona, the e otefic applies to what the grc}mp thinks S

A ":.“a" '
Ly . e “of itself snd what it supposes\ others think of it," fnd the exoteric

BT j'- s "what oue group thinks of another and what it thinks that other

Pe 26

‘.:“'.group thinks it thinks. :.': : Although my main interest in this study

:c O ‘ is 'giﬁh the esoteric ideas and expressions used in the family s verbal
-‘ . Iart, I hope to" show how eJ:oteric- attitudes alyéppea’r in the stories
" and expteesions which fami Ly members tell abott themselves. : \’_ E -
\ o Another eoncept centrql to this study is the idea ‘of =sterepq.pes.
: . %}aﬁ’rhe ’term asu ~I us‘e it refers to a co’llection? of traits which are accepted. o
LA ,"..as appropriate in characterizing a: group of persons. This definition - l:,l ‘

RIUETI is adapted from Edgar Vinacke s .e of the tem in an, article,‘ "Stereo-“, P

, o types)as Social Concepts w2l My use o_the term is also de/ived from ',;"':" :
o S e B D " O . N O ‘. j" !
, Jansen 5 idea of the esoteric'-exoteric prfnc; e, Ifor T use it to refer SRR

; to the traits individuals ascribe to the:l.r own grou 8_as well as to’other
: ST ‘f;" groupa. Qtereotypes are ideas which may or may not be acc ‘.ate. They % . -

may be positive or negative. They are a way of select:lng and generalizing S ; o
.. s b Ce : . B T o 5;
; LT *‘ from complexity of human behavior those traits which are: perceived\ as y

particular y characteristic of certain groups;.

Tel ) This concept is also related to the term, blason pogulaire, used by

many folklorists studying one group -} sf:ereotype of another. Although g o

.2 C DR 3 '
. ;o . N . .. et ’ -

I e T g T BRI |
5 & Lo 6 William Hugh Jansen,‘p"'l'he E@,é;‘ic-‘ﬂgoteric Factor in Folklore, re. P ) : K " .
oo R in The. ,Study _of Folklére, ed. Alan"ifundes (Englewood Cliffs, N, Jis Pren—- oL :
She cice-nan, Inc., 1963), P+ 46, . T : SRR ‘\,

. " 3 o 2_-7 . Edgar Vinacke, "Stereotypes as Social Concepts," 'Journal of ;:'- s :
S Social Psychology, 46 (1957), 230 IR . o -
5 '“ Sl e f L LT MR
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American folklorists have generally translated the term to mean

"gthnic-slur,"?® when coined by Alfred Canel in 1859, the term im- -

o

. <luded positive as well as negative traits.29 In this study Canel's

o

concept of blason populaire‘will be used.

N ' »
Procedures
' _6‘ . Tie

« o - ) - i TN .
The field'work and research~for this study were‘carried out over a

>

) two—year period. The most intensive’ field work was done during a three-

week period in’ December, 1974 and January, 1975' a fourdmonth period in -

S =i

s
‘the spring and summer of 1975' and a five—week period in the winter of

I also continued to take notes,anq interview,sporadically

while I was living in the community and writing my thesis;from May to

t

Decéember, 1976.

’

My primary method was to observe. through 1istening and participating

"

- in- community activities the way family members interact dn the basis of

kinship anﬁ(the ways they express themselves through verbal art, Since

3

the periods in which I concentrated my field research vere during the )

. . 8
Christmas holidays and summer months,when family gatherings and visiting

are particularly frequent, I had many opportunities to observe family in-

teraction and verbal performance in their natural context.

At these
/

occasions I either ‘took notes when I had a free moment away from the<

group, or 1 wrote notes from memory immediately after I returned home -

“y . B .
Alan Dundes, The Study of Folklore (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.
Prentice-Hall Inc., 1965), p. 43

i
o

29 Alfred Canel, Blason Populaire de la Normandie) 2 vols. (Rouen.

’ Lebrument; 1859). : T




17

I also took detailed notes on the daily intetaction and topics of con-

versation between family members.
T .
Another procedure I used in field research was to interview in-
‘dividual family members. Interviews were, for the most part, unstruc— i

tured depending on the informant. Por some, I had'to mention only

1

that I was interested in family stories and expressions and 1in their
'memories of growing up. in the community, and they needed little further :lf‘
prompting. 'With others, I directed the conversation toward specific ‘
topics:. family history, pastimes, stories, cooperation within the» L "
 family, and attitudes tonard the family. As my work progreased and i
X (became more familiar with the naterial I made my questions more specific,

oI recorded these interviews either byataking notes or by taping.
D -
One weaknesq of my taped interviews was that most were with only one.er

tvo persons.” As a result, although I wrote.down. -my observations of

. the interaction between audience and narrator in storytelling in my e

1 ’

field notes, I.have very few examples of this interaction to quote from

. my taped interviews.

.Since'I was studying my own family, 1 could‘draw.on my,exberiences N

”growing up‘in-the community in addition to my observations during the

period of my field work. - This presented speciaf.problems; Many social

scientists would,argue that it is fhposaible to be objective about a ;

» &

group of people one knows and 1oves. Ye:, no researcher who has worked

T IFTE SR

in a culture in any depth is free from feelings about the people éhe hae
studied. The best we can do as social scientists is recognize these
" ~ C - .

__ieeiing§ and biases and understand hov they have infiuenced'our thinking

and whexe they might have limited our results.

'

In my own work, for example, 1 found that initlally 1 took many

s g o R
< ; S

~\L1;-.-‘.:.__;,




. uncover things I had not known.

family storytelling. ’ ' Ll

things for granted and failed to ask for certain kinds of material,

assumipg that if 1t existed I would have known about 1t., As I con~-
tinued my investigation, I began to appreciate the complexity of the

family tradition, and I was forced to look at areas of family 1ifé which

N [

.I had previously ignoréd. I soon learned to ask questions which would:

- S

There were other problems besides that of subjectivity which limited "

: the kind of maﬂtrial I was able to obtain. Stories and expressions about

i

persons still living vere 3ometimes hard to. elicit especially if they

'were derogatory. Certain kinds of narratives, such as offw-color st:ories,

were“aIso diffieult to-collect. "Not only ie there a gener&l feeling

- against. telling these stories agross generations, but certain family

members were also relyctant to have such material included in a study of L

the fanily. ) . . . - B

2
The importance of historical accuracy and the knowledge that the

-

material I was collecting would be ‘used in my thesis . inhibited many _.ii

-
-

- family members. When I told ome uncle that T was interested_in family :

stbries and family history, he b#ought'out'e series of local historical
journals ‘and pointed out some of the family narratives in them. But_
when I requested. that he tell some of his own stories, he said "No, - not,_

thoee old things. ‘Not for publication. You don't know how nuch truth is

in them." - A later chapter will show how this attitude is reflected in

v
~

Generally, however, family menbers were enthusiastic about my project -

o

and gave me their coqperation. They were patient riot only in answefing

my, questions; but many relatives also called or volunteered.stories and . .
ot?ér information at family gatherings. oI was surprised nhenfthey offered

= ' . ~ p‘ '
e ' . ' g = .




criticisms of themselves and of past generations, presenting what
they saw as the good and bad features of the family s way of 1ife. : ' j:
One 6f their main concerns wag that I try to present an “objéctive"
‘ rather than.a Vromantie" picture of the family. .Some euggested.that;
: I do this by asking outsiders and inglawe to give me their frank im—

'pressiona of the’ family.‘ I found that much of my concern about asking
f=sensitive questions wés unnecesaary when family members volunteered ' SN

',ninformation which I had avoided. Some even offered vary private;idf3r¥-§

B . v £

K mation an the condition that I not mention the material specifically in.j;fﬁ

-

'.my thegis but use it only to draw general cpnclusions about the famlly E
My difficulty with. being objective was alleviated somewhat by my

) ihavihg lived. away from the community for seVeral years which gave me a

* . better per9pective than 1 might otherwise have had It allowed e to SR ~-'§'?

gee the community to some degree both as insider and outsider. In areas
1) s

of family 1ife where I found objectivity to be a major ‘problém, I so in~

dicated in my discussion.. There may, of " courae, be areaa in which I vas

not aware of Ay subjectivity. 'i '_v~w , A‘j, AR

2

For thd'most part I found that being a part .of the’ culture I was

studying had a tremendous advantage and that my relationship with the

'_family could play a positive role in my approach. Alan Dundes, in'his L r{ff'
. g"@tes to Kathryn Morgan e study of her family 8, legenda, agrees that the
) " . .

subjective insight of a folklorist studying her own family can be - '{ ‘ ,; -
valuable: S '. “f E :Kl E :' i . “'f: R " - ni e

R e , . L . .
.A.-_"

- While some might object to a professional folkloriat re-, o T
s cording his own traditiona (and those of -his parents and child- . ~1

_ren) -on'the grounds that. he may.be. too personally involved with; e

L. the informants and the data to ‘bhe objectiva, -4t could be argued .~ oL ]

. ”that it ds precisely the subjective -sense of . involvement which SR

1




20
makes,?rofessorfudrgan's etudy so;vaiuable. This is not just. -

.« a folklerist writing about’ somebody else's folklore; this is a g

folklorist writing with fervor and conviction about her own’ ' -

folkiore,30 -~ : P B 4

A ’

In his presidential address to the American Folklore Society in -

)

1956 Herbert Halpert strongly urged folklorists to encourage studente7‘,‘ﬂ
to study their own communities. )j“Tj't TR A‘:jiq” : :Q;Z;J-l;'j‘:ﬁ.:f'
‘v"‘ V ". ; .~"\: rn,/.’ . ' T s T " " : ' " ;"..'- f 'I" :: "‘”:’ ‘»..V |

The trained folklorist has to apend a 10ng period as ‘a’ ~”‘%"'.‘4?;“' :
participanthobserver in*a community before he can get ‘the ’y‘yﬁ S

x “"inside“ view of ‘how the: comnunity ‘ticks and, what ‘functions ©-. «- ' %)

coiits folklore’ perves. . Even. then he: must . also be ldcky enough T L

, I._;find ‘the right informants to give the. proper perspective, " But - .7

ﬂ-_,ela college student collecting in his own commu ity‘usually has j,;.uv s
- (- 'had eighteen or. mgre years- in which to learn what his’ neighbors f!:

- say, .and how they think and: act, with the further advantage of .

L hearing parents fand friends demonstrate 'oT. comment “on most. ag= ... - "7 .

pects of the folkways of his neighborhood He himself_ has. -~ - ', <,

‘ alwaye ‘had a' natural role' as audience or participant.. Loy IR §

N . . L 4

'.‘x'-r\ :

v e g Lt
. LU - - [ . L . . o v

I found’ that being able to draw on my own experiences had several o ,
advantages. I could use myself as an :Lnf rmanﬁ- It also meant that I . B

did not have to be concerned with establishing rapport or with carefully

“ e

assuming a particular role in the community, problems whicb folklorists '" ;f‘aif
‘who are outsiders must face. Since I have 1ived in the community all of

";my life and have spent many of my vacations there eince I left to go to
”school I did not have to go through a period of getting reacquainted f:l“ffi
with the family, nor was my presence there eeen as unusual It was, ';g “.f'\;n'

] however’ the first time I had had long conversationS'with many of the )E‘.

,';, B N B3

. - N ’ 1 . . . . N

B . . P . o le L.

- v L. . - . . . . . .
I

i 30 Alan Dundes,,ed Mother Wit from the Laugking Barrel Readings in
the Interpretation of - Afro—American.Folklore (Englewood cliffs N.J.. :
. Prentice-Hall, Inc. 1973), i 595. ¢ h R :‘ S ‘ L

R 31 Herbert Halpert,'"Folklore' Qreadth versus Depth " Journal of . o
..American Folklore,‘ll (1958), 102—103. ~f’L'”‘\ G e Ly ‘;\” ,Z~I,f;
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older 'mémbera of the family’; and che-’ cloee relationship I'gained t»hrOugh
knowing them better hes been one of the greateat rewards of my research. i '
Since rI was primarily interested in the way family members perform EON ‘_"

verbal art within the fam;l.ly group, being an "insider" also had the ad-' » T s B

b : "-ni.vantage of being able tov observe the family -] verbal expressions as the? . .l

: o ";are normally performed.,‘ Famil)‘v.l members felt no need to explain their :;':':i
IR -.-_'_:gtories and }other'e:rpree.eio%as they might have for an outsider.., Al- ‘ B . '
,"1"\ thoughs the taped eessions were not natural contexts for verbal perfomance, :,:."’ -
'. mo;t family membere seemed tmchange their normal performance atyles very e _i
'\: "-'7_".'..‘, . 1ittle for the‘int‘erviéw situation, assuming, perhaps,"that I would re—
P B T LR ST R

af : :,' write the material in a way that outsiders would understand Several ex- 1"'; RN

‘ \r : '. pressed dpubts about whether outsiders WOuld appreciace or, understand : ' -
’ - family stariea, hut nonez}‘a‘p‘;;eared to change their performancee for the -
z SR L .outside ‘audiénce the): knew would read the:m f- "l e
¥ c ' Had the‘re-searcher been an outsider, however, _many ot the‘.pa‘rti—.-' .
& S ) culariy esoteric stories and expressions would have been excluded on the
" ’ aasumption that they wuld be.meaningless‘ s and those which an’ outsider o : - . D
_' could appreciate vould be told differently ‘with‘ less emphaais. 'on the pri—- = \ Il“.f
4D ,';: .::"';, : vate references and’ with expianationa which ;taorrnally would be unnecessary ,
. in a famiiy situation. An outsider would hot only have~ problems under—' ﬂ N
: ’ . standing.‘the private references ‘but’ would also find it difficult to recog-‘ o
. : ' | nize some expre.ssione.a's esoteric. 'l'he conn:;onexclamation, "Confoutd it,“.t"_l'..:.:" |
: -:' ’:1:' ' for example, would probably go unnoticed | but membere o‘f&the family )know” . \
_‘ : . .' that when said in a certain tone of voice it is a conecious imitation of
- Joe Dargan, ,who '.died in the 1‘966.3.; Expressions such as thie, which are o

'_‘"._' N spoken with no~clues given as to their point of reference can be recognized

and appreciated only by an insider..
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' o
Y . .r

i studies of family folklore have been made by persons stud_ying their own

. of material as- anthropologists have already discovered is through a

‘ .- trai“ed i“ the discipline. S Ty

‘ these were especially useful in making comparisons to my own family ma— ". ;-

can profit as well. ‘

NEEEE-LON et . . - e . . . “ N .
s e d : P v oo N - B :\.‘ . - DA

' is About Schools,: 5. (1971), 73-102; - Ben: Robertson, .Red ‘Hi11s and ‘Cotton:

team effort which co'mbines the insightsr of an. outsider and an insider N both

Obviously, this method of drawing on one' s “own experiences as

part of a group and of obsarving from the point of view of a participant ‘ ,
18 a method that an outsider could not utilize. This kind of study

would be difficult to duplicate, therefore, except by persons who choose ’ ;

\. . ot
. . . vty
. b

to study their own culture. It is significant that almoat all of the

,_. \ 'r‘s-

,’rhis does not mean that the point of view of an outsider would o

fami],ies."“

.....

M . r, ’/.

i

N :'j SR , :

‘ Some of the best studies of individua&’family groups, their, social
interaction, and their ude of verbal art, have been written by persons SRR
describing their own families from ‘a nonacademic approach Three of

,’(.“ )

SR ﬂ

terial._ They were' Paulette Jiles s study of her Ozark Hountains fami]:y, .' : _1'.':

Ritchie g study of her Kentucky mountain family. 'I‘hese studies s'how

thé value of the subj ee/tive insight which a writer can btiﬂg to the study

of his o:r her own culture, an’ insight from which the academic folklorist

e,

. P . Dot o i A
S S L P
e, oo

R T PN P I
g e ) e ’;..

“x

Pau‘lette Jiles, Meard Players and Story Tellers ,"' ',l'his Maggzine

= "An Upcountry Memoty (Columbia, S. C.. UniVersity "of . South - Car;olina Press, ",;: ’
+..1973);;- Jean Ritchie,’ Singing Family of the Cumberlands (New York Oxford

University Press 1955).;
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“ tant for understanding a nsrrator*s normal way of speaking. False starts "

N ."'".1n my field notehooks It sho’uld he kept in mind however, that these S .':-

' “'transcriptions are not as accurate as those recorded on tape. fFalse

' 'sta'ts and pause words are seldom included :Ln these quotes.,. I have tried

- i

. M.'. accurate and ‘as complete as possible. I haVe not however, attempted to -

[

reproduce the dialect of the speakers. Commonly unspoken endings, such '. -

as the final "g" sre supplied. Words frequently abbreviated, such as

cause" for "because," "go" for "going to and croaa for' "across,

remain as they

.

. k

<Y

starts ar{ pa,rt of a continued thought 'in which case they are followed

A K Q

by ‘a: comma.‘ In speech where words were left unspoken with the assump-. :-'

-

in square brackets not underlined. : Three dots indicate that T have deleted

4

part of the text. " j B S L

Extralinguistic features such as‘gestures and laughter are given
P

underlined in square brackets,« such as [demonstrates __.v_ clapping_ hands]

[Laughter] indicstes general laughter by the audience, [ aughs] indicates

1aughter from the speaker only. Stressed worda are underlined in the
“'",‘ L . ey . -

te.xt. Hy own explanations, such as last names and relationships ‘between

\-,_ . ,1, N

, petaons~ mentioned n the text where I felt they were neg,essary for under- ":"

standing what was. béing aaid,. are given in parentheses. Also given in

parentheses are interjectio by the audience which do not interrupt the

)

i

flow of narration of the mai.n speak% : ._

The same procedure has been used in quoting ﬁroA; interviews recorded

- Y

r.

e S .

e spoken since supplying the missing word 01' syllahle .

tion that the audience could fill in, ‘I have supplied the missing words ;.f"

T e

and incompleted sentences- are followed hy a dash except where the false T =




‘ .

£ N

- interaction as a family. X

N A 7

-

to quote as accurately ‘as possible, bu-t most of- these texts from my

field notes are approximations of. what was %aid. For the examples

: which -I wrote down from memory aftet the event I have not attempted

to quote directly, but have paraphrased instead Readers can identify. -

”

the quotes :ftom tapedﬂ intervieus and those from field notes b'y the ab-

breviation FN for field notes followed by the number of the notebook

‘

W l.v -
-

These are given in parenthesis at the end of‘ the quote. , All of the ,

4

tapes and notebooks have been deposited in the Memorial University of

Newfoundland Folkloré and Language Archive and accessioned under the s

-

number 75-—106 Appendix A- gives the dates covered by the field note--'-"-

' books and the dates and 1nformants of t'he taped interviews. '

: Organization of Material =~
R . = --‘-,'-",- oL ‘,1;',' b‘w-x"". :

.

The material in this thesia 1s divided into three main sections. Qo

the historical, geographical, and social ‘background of the fa.mily and
their region, the family s patterns of leisure, and the family s verbal
art.l In the first section, Chapter II gives a brief description of the

history and geography of the region vhere the family communit:y is located.

. a. ¢

and 'I' for ftaped interviews followed by my( field numbers for the tapea..

dhapter III focuses on the prese family group._ It traces the develop—.,'_'f

ment of their concepts of family and community and looks> at thei.r social g

B
f'-v.',

5, -

s ."

S ‘rhe second section has one chapter dealing with family pastimes._f_:' .

Pastimes are examined as an important part of family entertainment and

' '-.‘ as sources of and settingSa for verbal performance,, 'i‘h:l.a ch(apter also

looks at the ways family identlties are manipula'ted in these settings. )

e . .
" WA . o e--{
. . S B
. 5, S - .
. < S ' . \ . .
. . S i o oe 3
Y . “. - . . [
B . .
s E . : .
N S l




. ‘D.' .
: ’ N - - S e
g SRR . ‘ Ly o .
. In the third aection, four chapters foegg on the family s verbal ‘
: ert. Chapt:er V considers patterns of performance' the style of parti- .
c cnlar storytellers, the storyteller s point of view, the-rir:teractions
S a of- performer and audienQe, and the uses of ver‘bal art in family settings._'i'-‘ A .
l tions surrounding three family cheract.ers. It focuses on the sim:llar = ,
ties ;‘nd differences between traditions which have remained for t:he ‘ -;. R
" most part, within the family and lthose which have spread to the eurrounding " S ';< .'.:v‘ L
. - --ar.:e«:l,, z'. ‘ . :.' S | - TR f
r _' This study, _then; examines -the esoteric traditions of one’ family o 1
o R ' neth;k focuein; :primarily on the verbal art and sw:ial :tntetaction in .,:‘”.,‘ ) . ;’:;'
: : o N 1eisure time of :I.ts members. The patterns' of expressive behavior I | _ L J- \
_ describe are ot thors.e which I consider to be unidue to. this family, \" ’ o _r'
e rather, t:hey are those which seemed to be most charaeteristic of l:he .’ N

e .
o e family as I have known :l.t. and as I found it during my reeearch. I have

.I [ ~

~ T not made comparisons to other family studies,_' cept in a few cases, nor B

SRR .‘”.'_' O have T drawn any general principles wh:l.ch might 'be applied to other L j i

: f‘:_\ families. : I am confident however, that many of my conclusions and the _' -,
AR patterns 1 describe w1l apply to other families as well '- N ORI A
B w2 ) : . ':~_._ . e ,_. o ’, o o . I :’ . A f ,. R o ". e . ke .‘:. e ."l,. ! ~.-: > ". ; . .:. '-:. ».-‘.
: ~3v_~'~: Y
‘L'."”-'. - : .*._ =N
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Fig 1 Hap showing location of Darlington and Flore
in South Carolina : M
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""._": . graphically into. thrée parts, -significafitly designated as: '-fi'::
o s T T lowy middle, and - up country. It may therefore be:said to - .

0w U - be astate ‘of three attitudes, three climates, three: soils' 1
; B 20 and gince thiese largely determine the economic ‘and-, industrial e
A e - activities ‘of the’ inheb:lfants,_vhich 4n turn - “shape’ and color, f R

Lt sl their history, their character ‘and: culture, we mey add three T I

RTINS fpeoples.l T NI BN SRR S o vy

Forces, & (1926) 690. IR ENEE R

o
A LT

' 1 Joseph Horse. "A Social Interpretation' Scsuth Carolina'," Social

G T » \ . aE ; PR

_ : : : This stud-y‘ focu.ses on a rutai cotnnunity‘embracing 1;;}:3 t:f o

j Derlington and Florence Courttiee >1n the upper Pee Dee River ;Bas:ln " )
- B ).': in tter‘tlkxeastern South Carolir:a‘.h Hietcr;cally, :Lt ia a sedentnary -
) ) '» o ) cdimunity, and many ancest:ors ef the 'err:esren family were at:o g ti oo )
o fi;st* pei‘manent white settlers to arrEe there 1in’ th\e\'early tq.‘lnid';,'.:,-f’:
'_ f ‘ 17005.‘ '1'0 establish a background against: which to view che £ axlnily; - ; -
‘ IR and 11:.3 cemmunity, t;his chapter presentsoan overvd.e;v cf the culturev.' . ‘-"‘:, ‘:
. oo v S
A | and geography of the region and o the maj or historical chauges since G . I
. the earliest settlement by Europeans.‘ | ‘,‘v . , ‘ | : .: - R t

h U Thewdtangs” e .-

BT rmwophumwr L e
; [T South Carolina; lika 8 certain Roman, province made R R
: f.amous by Julius ‘Cdesar’, .18 divided. geologically and’ topo— . s




.'today many persons do not use the name Hidlands and refer to all land
. -

el e

E fthe coastal plains.

g The. family community :Ls loceted in the Midlande,.which Iies . \ N

below the fall lipe between the Upcountry and the Lowcountry. Although \

'_{'it has more :Ln common with the Lowcountry than the Upcountry Sl in fact, . 5

ﬁ—below the fall land 1iass Lowcountry - the Midlands -combi.nes some of the
- distinctive featur ‘ ;-

of both regiona. S p \

The Lowcountry embraces the tidelands and the lower pine belt of

l'

A .

) '.'rice, , indigo, nd cotton, making this nn area of .1arge plantationa in

T.;‘oriented the wealthieat planters and merchants often sending their

' Scotch-Irish a.nd Ce

":-a land of small subjstence farmers. The area was Bettled primarily by

T

""the yeara betiore the Civil War. , Most of the. early aettlers of t"he Low—-"';'-.’,

: 'country came d:l.rectly from their original homelands or by way of the
S '.:.' s

’

' West Indies and landed in Charleaton, which was one\of the largest port : :';,

:

-‘~. . PR

s '_‘;'cities on the east coast at that t:ime. The.y were prime.r:lly British and

o

N _‘French Huguenot: settlers, who soon acquired or brought with them, African ‘-.3‘ -

v .slaves. Settling close to the coast:al ports they rained Eur0pean—

:f\jachildren to be educated in England " N . ,'; .' -_.-,- Y

‘ 'r. v Q.A . Y |°L 1 ‘1:
..“ N

’I'he Upcountry irllcludes the red"hills of the piedmont and began as

h l’l _.‘"”‘ 1ot '~' . ,_:,‘.'.

t . ' .

e

an peOple. who came overland from the northern

[

; '~'c010nies, Iaoﬁ.ated from the major flowa of traEfic and trenspgrtation,

".—these people were forced t:(L produce at home most of the goods they needed. N

"f,. ~ R
R .

L After t‘ne inVem:ion of the cotton gin by El:t. Whituey 1n 1793. the cotton

' R

i

‘ " '.: pIantation and syetem of slavery which supported it gradually spread int:o :-':;f

. . v -' . L.
4 ‘ . -~ ‘
. I3 . v
. . ‘ £ 1] .
.o e . G
.'"} ., i \ * cT
o M e T oote .
: w ‘ -t \. -
L1 [ L
K . .

The flat fertile tidelands were‘ ideal for growing RS

; Tl the Upc0untry, ﬁut tH.s region s plantations never rreached the si.ze of those v -



R
..‘l .

¥ ships of about 20, ooo acres each A portion °f Q“eensb";““gh T"‘"’s“ :

' :";z"' 'me \swif t etremre of t:he Piedmont of fe.i*ed an source of Bm;rer floil 'z",.
jf‘ 1 .. eotton mills , end tuade this region an excellent:' 1oi:ation for industr' ‘ ' i
° / '—'Many of the 1ar8est industrial towns developed at the fall lirxe ;aheleé::- ;5‘-';\ ‘.

.' th '. coastal plain 8butta the Piedmont plateau, for there the nomal j .

| up er limit of river transporta,tion coineided with the most easily s B

ir”femwmammﬂmhﬁwsyhﬁl“ . .

The Midlands :léacludes the upper pine belt and the sandhills, 'r e

. . ; sl ghtly undulating terrain of this region has be::ter drainage t:han he ‘_‘
S o ;

; ‘_,,.;:._" " The f ood plain of the red= rivers ate characterized by a. fine ailt loam‘, Lo
- L 3 AN s A

N -_hg‘riwoods often dominate the river flood plains an other wetter aoils. ‘,

e

” ,,‘ﬁ“l,ﬂ'"'-}'S{vift "black-water“ strea.ma rise in the landhills and flov thrcugh the
: arel: uring int.o slower-moving red rivers" flowing out Of the Piedmont -‘ SRR ,
! ' I U Lty .l"‘_'/-‘

-~ st e g N
v . P PR A A e
Vol

‘l

. éc'_ail very productiVe of tim‘ber and of farm crops :lf protecteﬂ by dikes

..... . g i

from t:he frequenf "fresheta.",: It was on- the high land along the banks of

1

L A. Ithe e rivers that the f :h:st settlemeuts by Europeans were made in the : '. '

. . . vl
Lo P L coe i ! (,
N : ,.reg on. S R N .
f - T el ST - . i X
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Until t,he 17303 this area of the Carolin; colony was unsettled

ba::k country. . 'l‘o attract w‘hite settlers, the colon:[al govemment, SRR L
) N c‘ :. ‘o ‘A . P

around 1730, ebtabliahed along t:he rivers of the colcny eleven town—

G
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plus a large additional acreage on the Pee Dee River were soon occupied

by a group of Welsh Baptists from Newcastle County, Pennsylvania, who had

petitioned the government ‘for land.

(-]

These Welsh settlers began arriving in 1735, Later they moved

fdrthex up the.;iver to a site later called the Welsh Neck, eventually

estaolishing a permanent settl@nent across the river in the present e

:community of Society Hill. This permanenc settlement lay within the

e o boundaries,of what later became Darlington County, the county with
whi h this study is chiefly concerned..
Once welI established, the ﬂhlsh sectlement was soon augmented by

‘dh‘influx of new seftlersa -English, Scota, Irish, Scotch-Iyiah, French

- ®, A

Hu ;gnoc, anﬂ.Gefmah( These~aett1eré‘camé either diroctly from théir

holzlands,and up the’ river by way of the coastal ports, or overland
’ - fre the'northern colonies. Ihe tide of emigration slowed during the
. B lpe.iod just before th;&Reéolution and gradUally picked up again after s
i'; : ,;: - * peace was establishéd ’ '. © _ E / “ e
- . .

These,eatly settlers were primgriiy farmers, - rhey planted wheat

k4

&" ¢ b ) : -

the gélDeg River,.and‘the.number of;skavps increaagd as Midland fdrmers
L] . W . . L . N . - s . o . v ! .
. R . « P -

~-
-t . . . . .
A 2 : A R .b.. : L e e e

s ) 2 Alexandet Gregg, Histogy of the Old Cheraws (Columbia, S. C.. The‘x‘ o .-

: Darlington County Tricentennial Commic:e 1970),
« - o ’ - .,.-,.5 .
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prospered by exporting their prodﬁo&n}% England. Lumber and naval
stores . (p:l.tch, tar, and turpentine) slao became 1mportent export‘s.

+

8- The pine foreste of the Upper Pee Dee were a major source of" these

producta, whlch were. in great demand by the B’ri.tish shipping industry.

With| the Revolution came the virtual end of the indigo trade.

Farmers were forced to return to general agriculture. Then came cotton, . . ..-'

e ‘

. " ecanm owed ) -. .‘ . '. N x

: . . 'H(‘ Dur:Lng this early petiod of settlement 1u the. Upper Pee Dee, (the

river was th' main highway to the coastal ports. As early s 1746 the : .

Pee Dee River was, open for navigat:lon £iom Cheraw, a community about S8 ‘~_'- .V B}

A Pt

fifteen miles up the river from the Welsh settlement, down to the coast;

Some of the ‘set‘tlers becanie traders, usin'g pole boats and. later-steam-

‘ boats to transport goods to the coestal marketa. -‘The: tvo main h'ighweys
in the area, still used today, we\re the Georget:wn Road or 'River Road, " .
/ N which followed the Pee Dee River to Georgetown, and the Charlestoh Stage-

N coach Road, whieh ran parallel tp it before branching off toward Cherles-r

»

ton. The z'iver boats, howevet, continued to be the main form of commer-

cinl transportation even sfter the C:lvil Wer, wmtil their business was

' takenjover by the railroads._l"

The Hidland area had guch '.I.n common v:lth both the Upcountry and the

‘meount‘rj, b'ut.’l.t }develféped closer 'ties to the Lowcountry. Like the'* . '

{

Dowcountry. the Midlands developed a pla.ntatio,n economy, but on a smaller,

\ » '
" less pretentious scale, and depended on- an export market for their prodﬁcts.

,‘ o f ‘ \

. ¢

up
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’
Midlanders, especlally those who settled along the rivers, felt a close
affinity with Lowcountry culture,
At the same time, Midlanders feel that their region is separate and

distinctive. They make fun of the Charlestonians' pretentions to aris- ¢

tocracy, and express pride in thelr own ancestors who came down " The
Great Wagon Road" Irom the northern colonies, many of them penniless and . .

;llliterate, as well as in 'those,l bften wealthie-r and better educated, r;"ho

. ! o ) s 10

came by 'way of the coastal ports, Hidland people still point out proudly

that many of the:lr towm, such as Lancast r,// we.re named for towns :ln T

L
)

Penneylvania ‘or Virginia ra.tjler n towns in. England : .

The Counties

The family community lies in what . ‘was_once. the«Dgtl:lngton District
but now comprises parts of two count,tes, i.)arlington and Fxlorence.. A
succession of political subdivisions embraced the_territory that finally
fome'c'l.the presert counties of Dariington' and Florence. : What is now: |
Darlington County was once‘)‘m'ét of Craven County, a subdivision 'of the

Carolina Colony which had. few“politic,al functions; there was no county

government, county officers, or ounty seat. There._follo'we;d'-a ‘é“erie'é
of divigions into ~parishes. \ ; ‘ : - “.

The back country settlements v/ﬂlich had little representation upder | |
this system, grew increaeingly hostile toward Lowcountry authority. The ]
only court of. cri;ninal an(: civil juritsdiction :ln the colony was in Charles-

ton. The Uppér Pee Dee had no representatives in the Provincial Assemblg%

Finally,' under pressure from these settlers, who formed a group of "Reglf-

lators“‘to enforce thei:: own laws, the govermnent in 1768 d“ivided the

v




provingefihto geven judicial districts by'"An Act for establishing

' . Courts, building Goals, and Appointing Sheriffs and other -off1

3y
for the more convenient administration of Justice in this, province,"
One of these districts was the "Cheraws District,” which was 'sub-
diwided‘in 1785 int¢' three countiesr’ Cheotertield. Dprlington, and o

i Halborough By en det of 1798 these counties were mhde.dist;ict and‘;'

the Chexaws Diatrict ceaaed to. function.5 L - IR e \:"4 R
. " L R S
The Welsh settlement at Socieqv}lill vas the 1ocation of the court \‘ " s /

house for the Cherawu District.{ With the subdivision of the district

] into counties, new aites for the court houses had to be established No \‘
BV

one knows for certain how the site'for the Darlington County:Court-Houae - \, .

a ' B . - ) [
9 . . } °

‘was .chosen, but,e local legend‘has‘it that Lamuel. Benton and Elias

DuBose, bdth ancestors of most ‘methbers .of thevfamily; chose it through'
‘ ¢

a compromise. Benton wanted it located at Mechaniceville, where he

lived and DuBose wanted it built in his home community, Cuffey Town . , o ‘?_ o Z;J

.. The two .men ‘agreed to leave home on horseback at a given time.and ride )
s L8

toward each other at a modérate gait. The spotdwhere they met-would be ”
- o
Darlington' .. o

the site for the ‘court house. Thua, in 1785 the site of t

e Court House was established about 10 milee frOm the river midwa between

the two communities. . T ""
e ;_ Whether 0F not the legend is trﬁé, the location of the county peat

was significant in- the development of the river communities. The tQPP‘P S

' ."'~|.m

./ , . s ~_.

L ¢regg, P 37 and PP, 121-182 A S. :
" - County," in Darlingtoniana. ‘A History edple, Elaces and.Events in.Dar-}
- 1lington. County, South: Caroling,/edﬁi Eliza’ Cowan ErVin and Horace Fraser
Rudisill (Darlington, S
" pp. 6-11.
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of trade, commerce, and poldxical organization for the county, and the

outlying communities remained primarily rural. . C;

-1889, the'southern portion of Darlington County‘Was cut off to

form part of the new1y~created Florence County, and in 1902 another .

portion vas cut off to form the county of Lec. Darlington County now

—

covers an area of‘about 600 square miles bounded on the east by the

"Pee Dee River and on" the'west by Lynches River. ApprOximately 6ZZ of

- e _1this is forestland.. It has a total population»of 55 000+ 6 There i =g“ ff.f-i B

‘x}fare four small towns-' Darlington (pop.

Lamar (1,256+), and Society Hill (pop._
is rural ’. ' "’ g .';. ) ,f'.- .-

With an aVerage growing season of 241 days, an annual rainfall of

about.43 inches, a fertile soil in hst areas, and good drainage the

county has excellent conditions for/an agricultural economy. Presently’

ranking fourth in’ total £ash receipts from crop sales, it is considered

) one of ‘the most productive farming counties in the state.

Flore ce (pop. 26 000+), 10. miles south of Darlington add the 1argest

7
1
. rey ¥
y -

: which the people of Darlington refused to have within their town.7‘flts

. o New York City and Hiami Florida, and is the eastern terminus of I—26

- . . {

"5 Industrial Resources and OpportunitY' Darlington COunty, Prepared

.J~‘ by Darlington County Development Board .and -South Carolina State Devalop— '7

- ment Board April 1974 SR T

7 1970 census. . . ,i

g

OOO+), Hartsville (pop. 8 000+),

} the Pee Dee region, besan in the 18509 as a railroad/junction,-,'~*

vrole as the commercial and transportation center of the region was enhanced

15

800+) The remainder o£ the county '

-by the ' Interstate Highway program. Tt is the halfway point on I—95 between ;‘?m




J~ spite of the large populstion increase from 1790 to 1850 the average

BN

. cribed the economic ideal of the state 1n this period'“

g‘_:cotton., Those whose ancestors hsd settled the rich land slong the river

Ifﬁ'the high sandy banks of Black Creek became the site of a summer community o

:year. ‘much as the Lowcountry rice planters had done.l In Dsrlington County.ﬁ:

. L f . ‘e . . . .
- s v " r - . - * . v Yot W 5 .
. b RN R e L v, .o [N . _‘y', . S0 ‘_ C ' .ok
R N ’ . . H . - . Ty, Lo il ‘ P ’
PR s LTy et - L e - . - -~

(Columbia. University of South Carolina Press, 1961), p. 445..A3..~-,

The Ante-Bellum Period

L

¢ ' R - -
South Carolina in the 19th century was dominsted by a planter- ' . Vo ﬂl{
slnve society and a one—crop economy.,,A grest economic expansion ."‘ . .,“ -&‘U
occurred as cotton plantstions spread over the'state, snd the conflicts ;
and distinctions between‘Lowcountry snd ﬁpcountry were reduced. In'.~f:";-;f5f );?;x

\

8 KRNI
farm size rose from 310 acres to 541 acres. ) David Duncan Wal]ace des—- Lo

- The economic\ideal of South Carolins 'up to 1860 remsined Lo T
the same ss that,adopted with the dominsnce of tice in the 18th s

century: a. staple agricultural product rsised in ‘great’ quanti—

: ties by slaVe\gangs, a domestic transportation system to ‘bring ' - SRR

it to port, ‘direct foreign trade in- this commodity, ‘with, ‘which L

" the: utilities of eivilized existence were to be. purobased from - 7 . i

. outside. ‘The glorificntion of. agriculture as morally superior ' ; Tt

"7 to other industries’ discouraged the development of varied pos- SRR s ek

. . sibilities and contributed to. the.stréngths. and weaknesses ‘of :an R

l'lsristocratic planter—dominated society. ;. Y . S L

s . . . B TR ‘ . : \ o . y o4 : ."il

'Farmers in the.Upper Pee Dee continued to rely almost entirely on

accumulated ‘more lsnd, planted more cotton, snd enjoyed a. period of pros-v' i

L a= .- N e

'.éperity. To escape the mslarial river 1ands, these planters built summer

‘*homes aWay from the river and hecame absentee 1andlords for psrt of the :‘}11 l

. ;for planter fsmilies.‘ Other fsvorite vacstion spots were the health/////} SR S

. o
- -,
1

-8

David Duncan Wallace, South Carolina' A Short History, 1520—l9b8

9 Wsllsce, p. 445
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' "1900 farmers were once again enjoying a period of relative prosperitya

- Depression of the 19305 arrivad It is said that in 1932 902 of the

o ' - . R
. * o o oo o . A B . .
. . . B i Lo e Vv o
. : .. . : . B . .
! . . . " i " v "
.

4 ' % - :
. apring resorts in Northu ‘Car'olina 'and V‘irg’inia.. Plantation neighb‘ors -' .. - - ‘
were often neighbors in summer communities, -and the ties between the& .
families were further strengthened by frequent intermarriages.
,‘.Betw'een'-the_' Warsl,"i:18‘65-’i9;39'_ o I SR . o .

) Soew ] Lo L. EARDERS . N LN P

with the War Between the Ststes, the plantation system ands the

prosperity of those vho owned plnntations, ended. v;-The war left the

oot . ,‘ i w\.

S economy in ruins, _mahy landowners losing their homes and landJ‘ Those

who did manage to save their plantations found it difficult to maintain -
them after' the ~war Was over. - Eventually. the planter-slave syst uas
replaced by a planter—sharecropper—tenant system.- 'l'his system, the

damages of war, the turbulent years of Reconstruction, and the nation—

‘wide depression Of 1873 greatly retarded South Carolina s ecqnomic growth '

Radical Reconstruction rule ended in 1877, and the state slowly re—

covered as the government began encouraging agricultural production. ‘ By

‘. South “Carolina agriculture began to moye toward diversification g but "I(ing BTN

e - )

Cotton" still dominated the farm economy, The price of cotton rose sharply, ‘ ‘

reaching a peak during World Wsr I. Msny farmers mortgaged their farms to

buy more land to grov more totton. But in 1,921 the bottom dropped out.:-z "l_' ) :

Cotr:on went from 40 cents to: 6 cehts in a matter of Weeks leaving most_"'.- j_"a R

e
K

farmers deeply in debt > ‘many bankrupt 'l'hat was also tha ygar the boll . N

.

weevil reached South Carolina. AT 4' e AT T

Throughout the South, many farmers were ruined before the Great By :,_{‘:: "

farms in Darlington County vere! mortgaged fot more than they could be 5 "fj_'. :
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. s01d for. Addi'ng to the woes caused be‘the boll weévil and depressed

2ot

prices, disast!rous weather nearly ruined the 1928 and 1929 crops.
,-". o The short-lived prosperity of the early 19003 is recalled by :

Z_‘ RN : 'many today as Darlington County 5- heyday.' The h“igh prices of :,cotton
‘ . gave many familiea ready cash, which they had never had before. Dar- o

B

! :1ington had two hotels, as well as an opera house, which housed operas

AR .and plays from New York and theatre productions by local groups. Fd'f’mal
S T AR

e j*-.'.“"balls" and concerts were popular.. Seashore and mountain resorts bt T L

\..

: ':'7-._came popular vacation spota for local farm and town people. llarlingt_on E R -f'.“-

‘ :County was in "high cottbn." ~

‘-

Thinga slowed down with the low farm prices of the 19203 and the
| Depression of the 303.- Social life centered more on family and community g

’ - " ; "'.:,activities rather than -on fomal entertainment fram outeide.._ But old |
"_..ways persisted and people in the area seem to agree with Ernest Lander .8 B

conclusion that there was little change in South Carolina between the

L "‘.f_Civil War and World War II. - B e PN

S Except for the:- end of ,Reconstruction (1877) there was: ..

D little significant break. o change in:South Carolina“ histqry '

- " <from.the 'end of the Civil Wat until the outbresk of World =

: :.War TI. - Neither ‘the. advent of Benjamin’ R Tillman nor the
i -.;Spanish-American War, the coming .of Coleman L. Blease ‘fior. - -
' World War I, produced any. permanent or deep—seated change in °
- South- Carolina 8 one-party politics -and ‘cotton economy .- -Nor '
. . .. - did South Carolina B. educatiOnal and” religious institntions,

" white or.black,’ undergo any- drastic innovations. :Since 1941;
R TR however, the usual - pattern of agriculture, induatry, education,,
ettt race relations, and gven one-paisy politics have been greatly, ..: ,

’ R and sometimes severly, altered. AP i . :

."\,
B

'
RN . - ‘ PR I .‘..
ST L ) . .

- "“10 Ernest H l‘.ander . Jr.. A History of South Carolina 1865-1960
an ‘ed . (Columbia, 8. C.. University of South Carolina Press, 1970),
pp‘ vii-viii P S ,

oL p‘-,"‘_-:‘.«‘
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From World War 11 to the Present. =~ @
, " . b
| - . After World War II the area began to change as transporﬁation

”

and economy imprOved and people became more mobile. ‘Localfindustrj o

Brew, - and the number of - farms declined. Cotton became less important -

o XL,

as -a cash croﬂ as: more tobacco,'corn, and soybean% were planted

Tenancy and sharecropping also declined .as Yaim WOrkers uent co work

4f:'in town or migrated to northern cities. Today, the region of the -

RN v\‘ W

‘«?ﬁ.T , South and the Upper Pee Dee subregion have become closer to the rest
"‘--": /

of the country, although they still retain some of che cultural patternsah‘ '

e which distinguish them. = ';znw“":lf.‘ R .j

"‘ e

e This brief description of the history of the Upper Pee Dee should :
provide avbackground for understanding the present-day family members%;‘
"TSK', ' :.. whose ancestors settled in the area. - The following chapter will look
| .'.:.at.some of the historical changes from the point*of view of the family
to‘see Jhow! the lives of ;ts members were affected by these changes.: L

. ..
! 1
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county ‘seat " © (D McIver Williamson, '

;;Bmxf\unit;yf e T @ Hugh ‘and Wilma Dargan .- .
.paved road .- ' = @ Tug-and Bubba Dargan °

primitive road. -@ Tim and Caroline Dargan ' -

county line. .~ § Ervin and Esther Dargan
"' (@) Ned "and ‘Cullough Dargan

() Lutas ‘and Frances Dargan

creek. place” '
. .. .-(parents  vf:Robbie Dargan)

S QO BL1L ‘and ‘Juanita Howard
L @D Jolly 'and ‘Annie Louise -

A.Lége'nd I : o 'Dwe’liiﬁgs ‘

Aﬁpstrong' Howard &
*Frank ‘and Sarah Williamson
proposed site of Keith
- .and ‘Caroline Williamson
{3)Ben and -Ann’ Williamson -

Martha Ervin .- . ..

Sam and ‘Ludie Ervin
Jake and. Susann ‘Ervin. »
19 Van- and Margaret Ervin '

QD Margaret.and Tda Ervin ..
2)-Henry and" Ily Jeffers -

’ Jack .and’ Ecy Jeffets . L

e - "Howard | .. . @3 Mdry Katherine Ervin:
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CHAPTERIII S

EAMILY nm COMIUNITY . o

) : - R
. . .

a

SRR ]

‘ nature of the family s| own awarenesa of itself it must also look

Although this study concentratea on the present by the very

at. che past The biographies of many families involve tracing the . '

1

descendants of a,,notable male ancestor. Unlike auch family bio- R '

.',

graphical histories, this study is not l..imited to the descendants
’, 7 :

’ ,; of a common ancestor, nor is its main concern only those ancestors '
" who made an important mark on history. 1t begins, instead with a
present-day group which considers itself a family and goes hack to.

its various origins to show how the present concepts of family de-’
\\ R .

: veloped. \— A
Through interviews with family mbers, as well as checking .

1"

. written aourdes, I’ have attempted to reconstruct the family history, =

taking 'into account how family members attitudes toward the past
- affect their recollection of it.‘. Thial(chapter also looks at the .
fa.mily today,~ its economic structure, religion, education, values,

and concepts of family and community Thia should provide a back—- ‘

ground for understanding how the family s verbal art and pastimes are R =

Y
v

related to” other areas of its members lives. '

Family ‘and Community ' .

‘The greatest concentration of family members form a rural. -

-




. ag’ the kinahip ties between famil.iee have changed and as land haa

e I :"delivery They were followed by the consolidation of the schools, S

- cdmmunity of about 10 000 acres near the Pee Dee River in the S ‘- ff—f

-

' eastern part. -of Darlington County and a small adjoining pbrtion S

S '. of Florence County.. For th, family and community are interrelated _: "_4";'-:.' L ‘

PN

d the shapes of both have been continually changing over the years '.' S

j a “..f'been bought and sold Until ‘WOrld War II modes of transportation
J in- t‘h:region were elow, lea;ring. rural'communities fairly isolated -..:,f'.:f:':l:i "; .
; ";Neighbors tended to marry on their own social and economic level.“.& .’ )

4' o .:With each generetion» new relationships and stronger ties were estab- r ‘

.',‘."l‘;ahed between the families who settled and remained near —the river.." _ ‘_“,:::v ° :

E s . . The present boundaries o'.- he community intereect the edges of | -'-':;:’,, " lf \/\
e 7t :Ithree rural aéhool di _/ricts‘.. Hechanicsville and Pa.‘tmetto in i ‘4: : ‘ ";?;.~;
‘Darlington County and Back Swamp in Florence County 'l'hese district:.' . o \

: L. L S R
‘:‘{boundaries have ittle meaning tdday and are used 0111)' as'voting .; B \\'
districts. At ;j‘ne time they cc;incided with the boundaries of viable ’ .

~~';».nrura1 communities, which had their own schools, churchea, and post

f o PP .a
‘,_~1 R N - *

offices., 'I’he post offices closed with the introduction of rural free P

‘ f:.;By the late 19405 most of the rural achools were closed and children
R TIN were bused to the schools in the towne.} In the 18003 and early 19003 K T

"the schoola brought community reeidents together with candy pullings, L

: X ) ‘plays, dances, and other social eVents. Thus the consolidatiOn of

‘ ;'the schools removed_ an :lmportant social center from the rural .

S

\' ST

cE ."fcommmities..,“ A ,~:.:-.' S

The churchea alao were important social ae well as religious

,_"'centers.' The Back Swamp Church had an active interdenominational

‘ ' ",""...‘,_,'."'_:'congregation until ir closed in the 19405. An 1804 plat shows a

N . v

. . = . N
. [ PRI .

. . Wy . >
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”5ﬂi¥Community.-.~ q'jifugwfrf,:i""n SRS

I define their comm ity\not by district boundaries,but rather by the

“e:.today the kinship tiES"between.most persons in the community is no'fﬁljﬂﬁﬁ L

ti' more distant than second cousins.? Some are more distantly related

‘if}the generations, and there have been a few cases of first cousins

-,

::;family groups.. Ervins, Jeffers Dargans Howards and Williamsons.r ““f;_',ug.

. -

church in Palmetto about which nothing is known. Residents of

’Palmetto have gone to church in the town of Darlington forBas long ’

’

;;as they can rsmember. The Mechanixville Baptist Church is still
.f; active, but family members living in this district go to the f'.“

:Episcopal Church in Darlington., They are not involved. therefore,-ﬁ'ulfrt:

I

‘hﬁfwith the church-centered social.activities of the Mechanicsville:f\V

- .»‘4\.' . L)
E R s R ST

e

wg'of kinship between families across the old community lines the socialf'ﬂ‘d

L .,

fg_life of the families aiong the river became increasingly family-based

J

NS T
l

3 ﬂ:'boundaries of family-owned land These boundaries encompass the ad- ~'.i'rﬂ }3":

,. . H v.‘ .,

"joining farms of twenty households clustered in enclaves of last—name T

"A

- l B

e P

but because they live in the area and aré "close—kin" to the same

— ,.‘: x_ . e

people, they are considered by all to be part of the close network of

kin. For example, some members of the community are my‘fourth cousins,

\ ...‘ R

but because they are second cousins to my second cousins and live in

LRy

‘ E.g ;the community, I consider them to be part of my close family group..;fnha"

'-\ e
’,

.42

'tizf; With Ehe loss of these institutions and with the increasing ties L

";and their concept ‘of community, family-centered Today, these familiesr":’t"

Ve

Marriage between second and third cousins has been common over :{:?ﬂﬁz iﬁjx

e r.
4

marrying.’ The frequency of intermarriage and double—firstcousinf
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: relationahipa makes the web of kinship extremely complex. A8 a.' ST T

result, there is often 1o, clear distinction made between the\Pater- o

.

- K

: ‘ nal and maternal aidee of an individual 's fam:l.ly, since both may be " S

';-._ . ' 4 ‘8 pa/rt of the larger family group. . |
" - ~ Consider my own Bituation.‘ My parenta gre eecond cousina‘once ;5
g re ,‘F.Ved'l therefore I have Ogreat-;reat;éreat grandparents on my) i SRR
; father a aide. vho are -g(reat-great grand;:arente %Sn my mother a aide;
| a 'i'ha makea my father my third couain and my mother my second couain . s
twi e removed. My mother a aister’d—lar;ied my father a brother, eo I et
have double-first cousina who .are also my third o.oueina once removed. L :" 3
And depending on which line I am tracing, Johannea and Sarah Kolb
" i ; are my five—greats,l my aix-greata or my aeven—gréts grandparents. ‘ " "':*_;.' ’:'

i N w 5 ' ‘I'hia, of course, ia making kinship reckoning more complicated:'."‘“”
than it has to be.- Generally, only the cloaéat line of kinship ie,
" recbgnized and used i.n family relationa. But, juat for the ftin of,lli'z':j _\: Sl

s, . ~' R

T : it family members often enjoy figuring out all the many. weye they

A ; are kin. I once found my father «telling the hoy with whom I was about
. to leave fo\t a party that he and I were related seven different waya,
- PERR / " “4‘-‘. .,". “,_.- O .

none of than closer than fourth. ;, \ i B

,w U .~-‘.'5'.','>:."~, ‘~ s A AP I
F D The complicated nature of kinahip tiea in the community i_ noéff_ T

uncommon in the region. Jen Robertaon deaeribed a similar pattern : :
o . in hie Upcountry South Carolina ’:Eamily, who iived about 200 miles :
' " “ ':= northwest of thie community u »’ 4

Y. -
-~ L

d .:'-““"' . Eso -3 -\‘v " \
dur ki‘" shipa were so intarbound ‘that: ve seldom spoke
ofn our family treec. aa a- t:ree, ve calJ,ed it ¥\ wheel,q for no;,

\ . . o
P 2T AR ’
-_ AR L
\" . -
o o
: D PR

1 "Oﬁce removed" indicates a genegation difference.

AT,




N -
matter in which direction you traced, you always sooner
or later came back to the patriarch from whom you started

. C
/ :

£

The community is the central group of a larger family network

including many relatives now living outside the area but who once

Fived, or whose parents or grandparents lived, in the commmity aﬁg
‘Each family in the.community also; ‘
. ) .-.' 5-

LN

hho have maintained close ties.
\ .
hﬁs many other family connections, some quite close outside the*

chmmunity—based group. Thus, while the- community is defihed by

-
N 3

A
ily ties, the range of recognized kin extends beyond the - borders
A N

of\ fanily land. o
| Although all members -of the community have at ‘least two common
andestors (Sarah and Johannes Kolb who arrived in. the area from v

s

& x
All descendants of this

I

g

Pennsylvania in the early 1700s), this line of common descent has

little to do with who belongs to the family
couple are not recognized -as kin, nor 1s everyone aware.of their
Their sense of familj is based more on a closer

©

common- ancestry. T
Everyone in the community is cloeely related to many

“blood kinship.
of the others through either the Ervins or the Dargane, and’ many are
u'-r‘

I

-

closely related to all others because of intermarriage between the

7

e e ——"

sidence in the community, Eriendship, and participation in

A
family\activities also play o important role in establishing a sense

,
j
- two families in, the late 1800s.
A e
The importance of these ‘eriteria in the recognition

- of famlly identity.
of kinqhip was summed up by one family member in describing his use. of

/

t
2 Ben ﬁobertson, Red Hills and Cotton: An Qpcountryfnemo
a,..S.C.: University of -South Carolina'Press,-1973)5p. 44.
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)
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the term "cousin:"

1 was brought up to call a lot of people "Cousin.'
I always called Miss Nellie Murphy, "Cousin Nellie,!' and
I thought of her children, who were my third cousinsy-as
cousins. I guess third cousin is generally as far as we'd
recognize’cousins. But then it depends on whether they live
. close to you, or whether they are close to you, close friends.
- That bakes a lot of difference.. Well, some people you call
- "~ "Cousin” whether they're kin to you or mot. And some 7laughs]

T ) . - you wouldn't call “Cousin" even if they're your first cousin. : N a
RN . (FN1) ‘ . — : : o
4 ‘ , : . : ‘ S . : L
+ M v ( . . .
¢ o ' Within the coonmunity family members have other ways of grouping

3

their kin, usiﬁg some or all.of these criteria. Some of the important

. distinctions made are between nuclear families, extended fam'ilies‘ in /

EY

which nuclear family relationships are extended'thieegh three or four ,;

generations, families identiffed by their sharing the same last name,

R

a distinction between maternal and paternal branches of the family, and
the speeial\sense‘bf family which-often develops when siblimgs of one
family marry siblings of another. "Family" also includes some persons

who are not blood relatives but who are given honorary kin titles, such

as "Aunt,""" " and "Cousin.”" TIn conversation, individuals may ,

v

Uncle,

dietinguish between these family groups with phrases such ‘as; "my

Fl

1mmediate family," "my McIver cousins, the Dargan-Ervin clan,” or

"the Evander Ervims,' but often.the'only way to discover the referential
t . "

meaning of the terms "family" and "cousin" is to .examine the situations

’

\ in which they are used. < ° ' g ' - }° =
» » . ‘!':l‘ ‘f
e T Until recent years,. one sense-of family included - the black families i{A .

4 i X ¢ . 5

who had ties to family land, having worked it first as slaves and later

—

as tenants or sharecroppers. Members of these families who were considered

. o ‘ especially‘lose to the white families were frequently cal].ed by the

[

-




were expected /co' interact socially on certain occasions, but not. to

'overstep the‘bouuds of these established roles. . "{

td

kinship titles, "Aunt" and "Uncle," a common practice in the South.

0 .

Like white members of the family, they lived on family land and
participated_in the work and leisure activities of the family, Their
'roles, howEVet, and the obligations entailed were obviously quite
different from those of white family members. They did not own theit

~

land, ﬁnd~ét family gatherings theit jobs were to cook 'clean, build

' fires,.paddle boats, and. nurse young children.. Blacks and whites

LN

S, . :
Older'generations of;the family insist that these black persoms

were 'part of the family," and many of their storie; are told'to'
emphasize the strength ot this relstionship. It was difiicult to
arrive at a clear understanding of:the exact natute'of.thié telhtion~
ship, using both point;: of view, as virtually all ‘the older black
members of the community are gone, ’I have not, therefo;e. included
such material in this study, nor hsze I gone any further in my
discussion- of.this relationship. 'This would require a study An itself '

There are also many relatives with whom faﬁily members recognize

- ‘e
-

kinship who have no connection to the community. This includes rela- '

tives living in neighboring towns and in other parts of the country.-

ile they may not interact as frequently as members of the close family ‘

. t

groups, they are still recogniied es kin.
'An even larger senee‘of family lies in the recognition of an,

almost limitless network of kin not only those relatives whom members

of the family know, but also those whom they ﬁight meet. Sttangets f‘

are often asked such questions as, "Where are your people from?" or
O » . a0t . .




, | o \

- . VAre you one of the Murphys from Murphy Town?" The discovery-of

-

¥ remofte kinship may then be met with a handshake and "Welcome to
the family." Althoug‘h such a remark is not entirely serious, since Ch

distant cousins are seldom brought inté the close family c:lfe_le, ‘the

°

recognition of kinship-is: gennlne,_and ‘often lasting friends‘hlpa

B S ’develop. ST G Lo e )

- . . : N el o
A Each of these concepts of fam:lly group iuvolvea different sets

'-of mutual obligatians and- responsibilitiee, different degreea of
N : ’ . . UL
_ intimacy, affection, and- :l.dent:lfication. . Although T have concentrated ' o

* primarily on the family network centered :ln the community, other fam:lly :

~ ties 1nevitab1y play a part in family relations _:Ln the community.
3 S ‘ The present concépt of family group In the comnun:lty develgped -

only in .the last generation, although It had 1te beginnings much earlier.
’ V

Intermarriages between the laet-na.me families over the years has changed : i

‘ the shapes of the fam:l.ly and the community. Gradually' what were on'ce o ‘ ,

. S separate families and _geparate conmunities became one fam:lly and one
community, although last-name families atill maintain their separate
'identities apart from the group Today, the family community includes - ‘, : .

Afive last-nane groups ': ;Dargana, Ervins, Jeffera, -Howards, _and,w:llliam- ‘_ '
. sons.. - o o e ’ " ‘ L 1 o
o . The Jeffers, however do not geem to have .a separate identityg | ‘ .
| ; in the commun:lty, they are. g'enerelly referred to a8 "Ervin couains" b

" 'and, for thia reason, 6111 nqt be considered separately in this study. ‘

'1‘wo Jeffera brothere frmn Florence married Ervin siaters and settled

on Ervin land in the early 19405. This, and the fact that the rest of

the family is related to the Jeffers children through the Ervins may
. : AR




e

Thie happened with the Howard family, .who are also ‘related to the
" Jrest of the, family through the Ervins. 'l‘wo Howard brothers married
. Ervin sisters 1n the late 18003. One of" the cOUples bought land
\‘i.n the community, and the other remained on the Hogard farm in .

' other part of Florence Count . The children of these cou les
“a“ y . P:

. casions “they did not 1nteract 80 much as a family even’ th:ughl ‘they

expfain why they are considered Ervins. : . ) "}.
In a few more generations, the Jeffers may be considered a K

separaté group as the'na'me becomes ‘associated with the communpity..

/'
- L

were called "Ervin cousins" tf relal:ivee in the community who were S

" their contemporariFs, while y the next igeneration they and their )

descendants were identified“as "Howard cousins. '. Unlike the Jeffers, B ce
the Ilowards, are seen as dis’tinct from the Ervins with their own ;
traits and characteristics, which other family members delight in
weaving 1nto stor:l.es about them. = - = - . e

The boundaries of the-‘ eommunity have -changed 45 the makeop‘ of . '
the family network hes changed In the 1ate 1800s, Palmet [0, Ba'ck‘ T

~

Swamp, and Mechaniceville were distinct communit:l.es.. Al'thbugh the ; ' _j' ’

- ‘Dargans, Ervins, ang- Williamsons did visit and-meet‘st eoclal oc-‘

| were d:l.stantly rels.ted. Frank Williamson said that when he was, B

' ! growing up in the eatly 19003, his family Was closer to their\ James .

.

and McIver cousins in the Pa]metto Community, but by the end of World

I

War II most members of those famil:l.es had’ moved. out of - the community. .
When he wmarried Sareh Dargan (his secoud cousin once: remoVed through
the, Ervins d McIvers) he became a part ofd;he Dargan-Ervin family Lo .

network, and ’the boundaries of the:l.r community were: extended to include .




. 'n ' ,,\—\ . . . * 4 4_9

the Williamson land,

A}

The Dargan and Ervin land had already been joined as a community

-

in’ the early 15008 when an Ervin brother and sister married a Dargan

sister and brot‘ner. More ltmd was added to thig in the early 19008 _
t» P »» N - N -
. when another Ervln sister married a Howard and bought 2 fam in the » el
\ ' ‘ ' ' 3 '« .
‘ community-. : 'l‘hen, after World War II, t:wo Dargan brothers bought land . ,,

'*. ,:’.-joining their farm with the Howard farm, making the comuni.éy_‘pne 3

N

. continuous block of family—mmed land' - Since then, a 1arge portion

of Dargan land has been eold to an agricultural experiment station. ‘
. ¥ »
but this sale brought no new residents to the ’community. . “~

’ . o . Although all members of the family would not agree\on the exact
% S .,limits of the’ commxmity —~~ gome would even argue. that. there are no - -
definite boundaries — WOBE agree that the edges of family—owned land
,.1n this continuous block give the ccmmunity itB 8hape: It is generally
c ;“‘bounded‘on the east. by t‘ne Pee Dee River and on’ the south by Black ‘ .
1 ~Creek. 'l'he land is level except where- 1t dips cuward t:he vetter soils

-

N 'T:l. ..along t:he branches and the creek.. . About a mile beyond the Ervin farma, :
Nt

s, 4T

| i

it drops abruptly foming t:he high banks above Lowther 8 Lake, 21 oxbow

-3 1ake on the river, then stretches out for about: three m:lles ‘of river

_ swamp. (See Figure 2. P 39)

'l‘he family housea stand along two roads the Pocket Road and the
-,Old Charleston Highway, which interaect as they run through the community

.Although last—name families own land in different parts of the community, )

' sometimes jointly with other families, they teénd to build their homes o

_together. Five of t:he seven Dargan houses stand between Back Swamp and

,_,:'Alligator Branch. The other two are located 'dcroes the branch " oh t:he
A ":'-_‘ ‘ ) . . ) . J.' :-. - - -.. ) f ) ) »_;' N B : .\: . -4"‘\.‘ - -

R PRI O




’ :will soon be built between then. .. S ,‘ ) .

) ‘used t:o declare that he had crossed the Atlantic Ocean eight time

50
opposite hill. The three Howard houses are near the crossroads of

the 014 Char Leston Highway angd the Pocket Road. .Further down. Pocket’

Road toward the river, eight Ervin and Jeffere houses are set back

‘ :in the woods from the road . Two Williamson houees atand cloee to-

gether midway between the crossroads and Black Creek and a third

I
) .

/ . v N
This orea is defined as ‘a. community by the family e own eense ._'

. ,'.of it:s boundariee. . It has no name.- When referring tb it in conver-

sation, family members usually say "our community" or "this neighbor-

; 'hood oyt here." In addit-ion to family ties and family ownership of

land, the geography of the area has influenced how 'they perceive the

ra

connnunity 8 dimensions .

Before modern transportation made travel eaey, residents of the .

_o

area could not travel more than ten. to fifteen niles in a day. For

;-

the comunities along the Pee - Dee River, the river and. its bordering

‘ swamplands vere a decided barrier. Travel was generally tovard the

weat, away from the river rather than acroas 1, The pole ferry which
crossed the river at Mechanicsville was discontinued in the early 19308. .

Not unti.l 1967 was it rephced-by a bridge. Joe Dargan, born in 1893

(World War I navy duty) before he ever crossed t e Pe

" Since the fa.mily community lies on the edges of two counties,

social and business activi\:ies have been d'irected toward the county

[y

seats. In spite of vacations to the mount:ains and. to the coast and

.. H

) visits to neighboring towns, however, the community remained fairly .

L isolated until after wOrld War II. The o1d Charleston Highway vas




(Y

- asa community using the anthropological definition of the tem,

Apolitical subdivisions of the county, nor wduld it be classified

"<since it: does not include all who l:l.ve with:ln its epatial boundariea. e

' county aeat on Saturdays is not the occasion it once was, the county

31

not paved.unt%1 the mid 19508, and trips to the co‘unty seat
tended to be a once-a-waek usually Saturday, occasion. : ,

The family commuuity is not a community according to. the _

s -_I!: is not a self—contained unit:. Conrad Arenaberg and Solon l(imball i‘. . Rl
o ,.have argued that the only true fom of community in the South is the
. e . . . .
-‘county

-

'l'he distinctive community fom of. the South was and is : o
.- _the county. Dispersed-a. day's ride in ‘and out around the ' . oo
. county seat, that commtinity assembled planter and field- or
house-hand from the. fat plantations, .free poor white or Negro
from the lean.hills -and swamups, -for. the’ pageantry ‘and the drama )

. of Saturdays around . the courthouse, when the courthouse, the _

" jail, the registry of deeds, and the courthouse square of shops -. C o e

. and’ lawyers row wmade a phyaical center of ‘the far-flung commun~ - - Lo

. dty.... It is a mistzke to tieat' tliis. county ‘and. countyy seat for .

° its sepsrate parts and- to try to find the. community in"the 01d .- -

© " South at any other 1eve1. ; The poor white or Negro hamlets ‘about

s a, country church, set in hi.li or_gwamp : retreat, the plantation,
. however -large and - ‘proud and: populous, the county geat. as town
,(older ones. seldo:n had. distincti.ve organs apart from their .

' -~’fnnction as county seat) were and are none-of . them complete C
comunitiea. ‘The’ county 1itself' wag the unit -of dispersal ‘and )
nssemblage, ‘and it 'was a’ "two-class communidy, from its inception ,
in- the gathering—in of nobles. intd the; ki.ng ] palace a.nd capital -

along with noblease de robe and rich bOurgeois. . : SR

Lo,
'\" . .
.

Although the traditional gathering of the rural population i.r( the

,'l

®

’ :_-"re.mains the only political unit nnd the county seat is still vwhere the L gf S
” - family goes to shop anid to ‘do business. -. The family comnmnity is\ ‘ L B " (\
. . ) 4‘ \ ) A P ..n-. ) " : . . S ‘|-“ _4 , ._. .
ey "'\ ST e

3 Courad M. Arensberg and Solon T. Kimball Culture and Comunity '.._f ’
(Nev York' ‘Harcourt Brace & World Inc., 1965) s PP+ 106-107,. - STy

’ .’
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g

e
- mation s also passed down through stories and the recollections of

T : > 52

considered a unit here primériiy because this is how the family

perceives 1it.

- i

o e ~© . Fanily Histories :

A brief description of the genealogical background of each
last—name family in the community (the Jeffers are excluded for ‘
reasons ment:ioned earlier) should give a, clearer jea of ~how these
familiea developed their present concept of family .BToup. . Each
‘ .

family has a large collection of family charts, Bibles wills, deeds,

and letters to document the family 8 past, and a great deal of infor-

older: generations— Recent generations have taken more care to record
the memories of their parents and grandparents, adding thege to the
store of written material.s on family "history. For each fanily there "

are one 0r two persons considered the main guardians of. family documents

) and the authorities on family history, but usually when new charts

- even family history.

are made or new documents diecovered copies are given to all family
households. B

The history of ’the Williamson family is well—documented - but. very
1itt1e family: history has passed down orally to succeeding generationa.,
‘Frank: Williamson blamed this on the characteriatic reticence of the:
family and remarked "The Williamsons don t te11 .you anything. not

" Recent generations of the family have become

" interested in leaming more about their past, however, and have made an

effort: to piece together the family history through documents such as

wills, deeds, letvters,\and diaries_. ‘Some of this information was
Y. ' ' ? . ’ . ' ‘\

Ld N i ’
. ) . — . N . -
B . - X T - , e ee e . N .
.' ' . ’ oo, i .t A e
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. 3 . .
compiled by two members of a Texas branch of the family in 1949.%

They obtained nlost of their information on the William'sons who - _
. settled in Ssuth Carolina from Bright Williameon II (1861-—1927) in~

: Darlington, who wrote° " ; : . " - 3

The Williamsans came from Drewery 8 Bluff on the James

. River, Chesterfield County, Virgisnia, and settled on Black oo
., ..Creek about  seyen, miles east of the town 6f Darlington; Southii' A
. Carolina, about 1750, Theré are "no accounts or recordg of
those who came from Virginia or their Christiamnames.

[
L}

Until rece ; vly,. this, nas ell’the' fem'ily'.knew of the migration of

the firat Williamsona from Virgin‘ia to Sonth Cerolina ~-The.y' knew

that: the family left Virginia in 1750 and arrived in South Carolina

around 1769, but t:here wasg a nineteen—year gap vwhich they could not
*explain. " Then Horace Fraser Rudisill, a local historian, found a

family will in which a son. was left a tract of 1and :ln Bear Creek, .
; Nor:th Carolina, and from that they deduced that: the . fam:lly ha@,ﬁllowed

the fall ldine from Virginia, settled :Eor several years in Nort;h :

Carolina, then moved further down to the land on Black Creek in South

Carolisa. ’ ',‘ R s
Bright Williamson IX vas generally considered the family historian .

'Aahd was responsible for recording much of the family h:latory which '

. "followed the arrival of the first Williamson ancestors to the area. In
.'an append.ix to a 1ocal history, he vrote that a ‘son of. the first

) R ; . Lo . . oo i
LN X . - i . L : . . P
- '

o 4, WH. and W.N. Will:lamsou, “The: Name and Fanily of Williazson N
_.and -Descendants of  Thonas- Williamson (1745- 1804). of South Carolina"
(Washington, D.C. and Lubbock, Texas° Privately printed MS, May lS 1949)
0 . ‘.

i 5 Williamson, Name, P. 6

- ’~ . ' ‘.' ' V. o , -'. " .' o
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o Williamson s Bridge.. There he conducted a general mercantile

family 6f Williamsons, Thomas (1750-1804), had a son, Bright

. (1778-1854) , who ‘acquired more land on Black Creek in the early

1800s and buiﬁ\a house’ about a quarter a mile northeast of

‘ M

o

» ? 6

- €, u', v

Z[" account book for the store dating back to 1804 records the sale
£

such items as beaver hats, slippera, food products, and hardware.
With the earnings from this business, Bright was able to buy

more land -and even\g\ually assembled the.2,300 acres which comprise '

land six: miles north of Oaklyn in what is now the Hont Clare Com-

n.,

munity, and thc next year he acquired an adjoining tract, including

the house he lived in for the rest of his life..7 -

:Dee River and up Black Creek to a point just above the bridge. )

54

. business, running a line of pole boats from Georgetown, up the Pee -

. the present Williamson far.:n, "O'aklyn Plaritation.” In 1817 he bought

Bright gave his oldest son, Benjamin Franklin Williamson (1814-"

.1887), a half-interest in Oaklyn and a half-interestf in a plantation

f

described the Williamson farm in a brief sketch for a local history.

- L .

, The plantation was entirely aelf—suataining and indepen-
dent of the outside world except for  salt, coffee, clothing; -
shoes drugs, iron, and a. few other articles. An, abundance of '

"
”

® Bright Williamson, 'Appendix I1," 1% Rembles in the Pee Dee

Basin, South Carolina, by Harvey Toliver Cook" (Columbia, S. C.. The |

State Co., 1926), P- 443. K

7 Williamson, Append P. 443.

i . -

on the Pee Dee River, which Benjamin 1ater traded for the other half;

of Oaklyn. Benjamin built the house at Oaklyn where his descendants :

' liVe today and began improving the land for farming. His son, Bright II . ‘
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everything that could be grown under. our sun end clime was . T
-+ produced. - Most of the, agricultural implements were made on .
. ‘the farm, and wagons werg repaired and rebuilt until they v

A lasted for twenty yeers» v

. ‘ - 'Experimenting with new agricultural methods has long been a

R
v

' interests, ’Benjamin Frankli . Williamson experimented with improving

K seed. He produced an excellent variety of cotton before the War

com." H:I.s 'e fortg t\prove agriculture through scientific methods

N i Lo . S

. . McIver. The oldest Bright Williamson II, primarily a banker but with, " .

.....

with sub tant:iel farm 1end holdings, worked for 1egislation to benefit“‘."

R at heart." aaid his nephew, Frenk Wil‘liamgon.» b

A . . o
- 4 - o~

and became known throughout the South for his innovative farming, : \: .:'-.',

including plant breeding and improved farming methods.9 Ben‘j amin

”

Frenklimﬂilliamson II the third son, farmed Oaklyn and was a. pioneer‘ 5

:Ln the production of tobacco in the erea.]fo His son, Ftank, farl\ns

S ."41‘ . . .
.. L PR \

—-‘—"

- -
8 Harvey 'l'oliver Cook 'l'he Life end Legagy of Devid Rogerson J
Williams, (New York' np., 1916), p. 302. R

i

N 'i"l-‘

“ 4. .. ful Corn Culture by. Williamson Hethod," The Gonstitution (Atlanta, Ga. ),

19 Feb. 1909’ p 9. - .v.'.‘.“' L :. W, ,. ; ‘” ' - ‘,(.:'._ ) -”": .v”_ .

10 "Mr. Williamson Pioneer in Tobacco in Area,': News and Preas

(Darli.ngton, S.C ), 3 Aug. 1961, p. BA. ~‘

ol N
L

S tradition in the Williamson ' smily., Besides his general farming \ AR

- vere carried on. by the three sons by his second marriage, to Margaret ,:'.‘. '

farmera /and exgerimented with boll weev:l.l control. "He was a famer SoET

T h . The second son, E. McIver Williamson, farmed the Hont Clare place' IR b ;

9 There are numerous articles on E Merer Williamson 8" e0ntribu— :
tions £o agricultire.” The-best Bummary o his’ corn’ method 18, "Succesa- -




"‘, "’\Ervin and his wif 'Elizebeth James first came to America in 1734 wit:h

,’: \\'

e 'boat, carrying a year s provisions and t:ools for each fami.ly. They B UA

as an. outstanding farm leader in the: state.,ll oo~ j , ,‘ T _
oo .q o P T I . :
i The largest faﬁril-y in the community and thelonly one which"has e R

a record of its ancestors passage to American is the Ervinh. Jamea "

‘

group of Scot:ch-—Iri,eh Preshyter:l.ans led by John Witherspoon, ‘himself , L ,-l-.

r

an anceator of’ most members of the family now living in the community.. ‘ .

. ‘-
]

The group boarded the Good Intent in Belfast’ Northem Ireland were EREI

‘@ detained for fonrteen daye by strong winds, then spent two months at -
i sea in stormy weather before landing in Charleston, South Carolina. E

Robert Witherspoon, grandson of the leader of the group, dedcribed the t
. stormy trip in his genealogy of ‘the Witherepoon family, dated 1780 )

, On the second day after ve aet sail my grandmot:her, Janet, BN

o died and was interred in the boisterous ocean, which wag.an ; r.,. T

' “affecting - sight- to her offspring "We were. sorely tossed at -
sea with storns, which cauged. our ship to spring’a leak our ’, -

\ pimips vere “kept, incessantl}’ at work day and’ night: for’ many daysi- -

. together: and our* ‘mariners. seemed wany, “times attheir wits ¢ end, R

ill ‘But it pleased God ‘to ‘bring us- all safe to land except ny. grand-

. mother,’ about the first of December.]-2 o Lol

. o PR
: K , 7
v - v . ‘ ‘.* A,.\

a

A:fter spend:lng four weeks in Charleaton, the group boarded -an open

R 'travelled northeast to Georgetown, and then foll Led the Blaok River up

g T to a clearing below the place where they planned to. locate their N l '
) ‘."f" ' . -'. -'l l‘ ‘ : ..:l"“\ '.: ."j“’ ) % 'j ‘.I..’ " ‘ : "" ‘. ‘i' N '/\’- " e II.I “,;-h\' ". - 'l}'... .l;.':. “. ‘-“ ' b'
‘ 11 Eldrige Thompson, "Frank Williameon of Darl:lngton Proves Self : .
T te. be Famer '8 Farmer," News and Cmrrier (Charleston, §.C. ), 25 Sept. L
'1955 nopagu . .‘_f‘. \ ‘e , 4 ,L‘ ) ) ": . ":’,u‘_' ',.‘: R ,~ “;"," [ o ", .1’ DR
C 12 Robert Witherspoon 8, genealogy was dated, W:I.lliamsburg, 1780 ,
vl ‘It wag- quoted in,: Joseph 6. Wardlew, Genealogy of the Witherspoon Family' L
, " With Some Account of Other Famillies- w:Lth which it :Ls connect:ed (Yorkville, .
‘ S Cu n-p-, 1910), P-‘7- e "./ Lo ' Co g
S ’ el ' S . e a



~ 7.7 'But‘after sometime he Teturned with fiTe and we were Somewhat com® B

' Ve then feared: being, ‘devoured . by wild beasts;. as we had neither gun . =

. ference. The sethement vas . named Williamsburg in honor of Hilliam III, w : .

have heard from their parents and grandparents.._.-' I VL PP TR .

_ b »:«.-."' ‘My father had heard that up the ri.ver swamp was the Kiné' o Sl

: 20 square mﬂes, which had been laid out by royal authority with full '. | ’."r‘,"; P

guatanty that the group could practice its religious faith without inter— ‘:t

.. i . )
A h ' ., e .
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" ':(_t_aettlement. ‘nRobert Witherspoon described the hardships, endured by the R

group on their trip up the river, a description some of‘ hie descendants" :
B Ce r_ ,\ 4..' S . o :"t" .,'

SRS - : P . B [ L e

P '-\_ i _~.:,,~’.,.~

*

Tree, although there Was:no ‘path’ nor id he. krow the distance.
" He followed up- the meanderinga of the" swamp until he: came to the

'branch and by that means he found Roger Gordon's’ place. . We watched N
“him as, far as the ‘trées . would let us. see and returned to our: dolor- TARE
. ous_hut,, expecting never. to sée Tin ox ‘any human being any more. <.

.
R

X forted but - evening coming on the wolves. began to howl on all sic”'les.«, . 1 e

' mor. dog, nor-even 8§ door to our house A howbeit ve ‘set to -and " S

, gathered fuel and made a. good fire and so we paesed the first night.
The next morning being c1ear and moderate, we began to stir -
“about, and about midday ‘there, arqse a cloud at southwest ;. ‘dttended ’."-'

with high wind, - 1ightning and thunder : -'#he rain quickly penetrated e
: through the" poles of the hut and brought down the sand with whict_i - ,t_ _'- , e
~1t’ was covered and which seemed’ “for. awhile to-cover.us alive, ‘The, . ' .~
: 1ightning ‘and' clapa were very . awful and lasted for- a good space- 03 '

o time," I do not remember to haVe seen .a ‘much’ eeVerer gust ‘than; Eat“ ¥ ‘-: e - :’:‘t
. .vas, I’Eelieve we a11 sincerely wished to be again at’ Belfast. RO _,4' B
The Presbyterian group finally made its ae‘ttlement on a grant of . ﬁ

K ._.,,

Prince of Orange. It Waa located on the eite of the present tcnm of

Kingetree 1o’ Williameburg County.l.,a . ! B ° B

.
I - [

James and Elizabeth Erv:Ln had fourteen c{hildren. Two of their "

grandsons, I{ugh ahd John, married Witherepoon sisters and moved to Li "-.'7‘ e
Y .Q~ ',: : ‘_*7‘:»:‘ 3 - o ’ _—"“‘/ : ' . .

13 Wardlaw, pp. 9-10

: 14 John J Dargan. »"Addenda' History of Williamsbux;g County,“ in,.;
History of ‘the 01d Cheraws; by Alexander Gregg (Colimbis,. S, The o
. State Company, 1925), p- 5763 Wardlaw, Ida Ervin, "My Family" lorence,
S G.. Unpublished term paper, n.d ) T T I s
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58 .
the Aimwell section of vhat is now Florence County. In 1812 Hugh

bought a large tract of -1and about 15 milea nort:'hwest of Aimwell on -

the Pee Dee River and moved there with his wife, Elizabeth, and two

children, Robert and Mdry. On part of this land, many of their Ervin
descendants live today. - ' \

Robert Ervin married his cousiﬁ, Elizabeth Fui-t:on, ancl.they had -«
eight-chﬂdren. A son, Dr. Samuel Fulton Ervin '(1821-1853) earned his
"degree in mediciue, but the’ family farm, "Back Swamp &iantation,

occupied most of his time. ﬁia practice of medicine was largely con-

fined- to his family and workers on the farm 15 He married Harriet

HcIver gemd had six eqne. Two of the sons died young, and one, John _"_ .

Fulton Ervin, never married. He was coneidered a?family .character,

as a later chapter will show.

it

The oldest son of S.F. ‘Ervin, Evandet McIver Ervin, who farmed ome
half of the family land, married his first cousin, Margaret Louisa Pene )
) ' o :

McIver, and had ten children. His ,br/other, Samuel Fulton Ervin II,

®

farmed*: th.e'ot:her half, married Martha Adams and ‘had six children. All -of

the Erving living in Back Swamp. today a;:e descended fvron.y these tw .

brotﬁeré-lﬁ . .. ) L "A, L . . -.' . - . ‘ .-«

.t

Much of the early history of the Ervins in. South ‘Carolina has been
. ' " \ ¢
‘recorded by.local histopians ,17 but the princip.al historian within the"
. . . . A . ' 2

e -

15 Horece Fraser(Rudisill .’Doctoras of Darlingt:on caunty, South: -
Carolina, 1760-1912 (Darlington, S C.: The Darlington County Historical
Society, 1962), p. 24. - . ) =

16 Robert Ervin.Coker, "Ervins i America, Chiefly Darliagton, South
Carolina, Branch" (Darlington, S.C.: Unpu‘blished‘ genealogical chare, 1951)

17 Henry E. Davis,’ ".Iames, Erv:lns, ‘Witherspoons Blayed Prominent °Role, _
Florence Morning News, n. d., n.pag.; Dargan, Addenda, p- 579; Wardlaw - -
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" family was Julia Ervin,’who'died in 1962 at the age of 82 leavipg un-

finished the history of the family which she had planned to write.

"

- ° . 59

2

-

. Family”members recall hearing that she started as a child gathering . s

t

information on the family, writing down on scraps of paper the bits of . .

‘

family history she heard from her parents, and grandparents. Sometime

after she finished school, S‘a began doing research on the. Ervins,

corresponding with relatives in several parts of the comtry and locating“‘ uii:

‘ some'have copies of the'd0cumenta§she eollected-“and she'paseed on orally

* who howled at night." .

‘ the eommunity, we find no information about when and how the family came

Carolina, about 100 mfles southweSilof Darlington. One researcher sug= . o i'

P

family,documente. . Q o o R o

. - Althdugh'féw of the Ervins have seen Julia's uifinished memuscript,” - -

P

to her>nieces and nephews some of the information she had gathered. Hanyz

,oa
<

family members know about the hardships endured by the first Ervins in

America ‘and enjoy telling how their ancestors ''feared thf;ﬂild animals . o
N . b . g

s Turning to the history of the Darganms, the second largest family in ' A
b . I -

to Ameriea. To the best of our knowledge, the first Dargan ancestors to

arrive in South. Carolina were Iimothy (- -1762) and Catherine Appleby

Dargan, who left Virginia and settled about 1750, near - Orangeburg, South _ ':}

e et et

gests that they ware probably first-generation immigrants from Ireland 18

They had eight children, two of _whon; Jeremiah and Timothy, were Baptist

' I
s

AR I b o

f e s

, -

ST N
St e

ministers..

" Tiothy I1 ( ~1783) was ordained in 1777 at the High Hill Baptist

Church in'ﬁhat.is,nov~5umter Coqnty. In 1778 he hecame'-one of .
. 18 Henry F. Cauthen, John J. Dargan. His Dares and His Deeds 5’.1~“h‘
(Columbia, S. G..‘State Printing Company, 1975), p. e T

\n
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the founders and the first pastor of the Ebenezer ﬁaptist Church, w

located about fifteen miles southwest of the present family community.
' < ' .

, He bought land and built a home near Jeffries Creek where he and his -

wife Ann Beasley lived with their five daughters and a’son.lg .

Their son, Timothy III (1771-1839) married Lydia Keith. of-:;m_{ .

nine sons, three were doctors, three were lawyers, two_yere‘preachers, L w
' A ; . . b ) ..
. , \ . " . X
and one was a country school”teacher. All the Dargans in the family RN

community are .descended from one somn, Dr. William Edwin Dargan (1811-1851),

'who like Dr. Sanm Ervin was primarily a farmer tonfining his medical

_vpractice largely to his family and the penple Jﬁwiﬁk on the plaée. .
‘ Dr Dargan 8 son, William Edwin II.(1844—1907) farmed the family

,place,'Sleepy Hollow, for many years until he lost it after losing hie
. >

cotton crop in a fire: After some years he bought end farmed the

land which now comprises the Dargan sectidn of the‘present family connunity.

L]

His grandson and great-grandson, Ned and Edwin Dargan, still farm much of v

- 4

this land. today.
The fourth last-name family in the community, the Howards have
learned most of their‘%amily history through oral tradition, with names

,and dates of ancestors supplied from family Bibles. They believe that

G g ——r

the first Howard to Bettle in the area was Richard Grandison Howard
who ¢ame to South Carolina-from Virginia ‘with Ligchorse Harry Lee :." ;

during the Revolutionary War and who vowed that if ‘he survived the war .

-

Q

1900mpiled from, w A. Brunson, HistoryLof Ebenezer Church !g\
(Darlington, §.C.: Pee.Dee Historical Society,- 1909); Cauthen, Dargan .
Gregg, Cheraws, P.. 440; GCeorge R. Pettigrew, Annals of Ebenezer (1778--'
1950).: A Record of Achievement (Florence, 5.C.: ‘Privately printed by -
Ebenezer Baptist Church, 1950); Will of Timothy Dargan II, Nov. 5, 1762;
) Margaret Dargan, "Dargan Family Chart" (n. p.. Priuately printed n.d. )
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Stagecoach poed.nesr Claussen, a community aboyt fifteen miles south-

- B _,Charles married Melia Cannon, and they had two children' d e daughter, o o
‘jMelvina, and a: son, Richard Grandison II (183?4-1898) Richard II S .

: f'farmed and served for several years in the state legislature, both

-'farmed the home place in Claussen Community. 'I'hey had’ four daughters,
‘, aons fhrm this land today.. '

'.French Huguenet ’ pnd they came directly by wayuof Charleeton 0K through
‘Pennsylvania or Virginia. . Most of them atrived in the etate, many in
- the imediate ares. in the mid to 1ate 17003.- To illuatrate the . L

_eedentary nature of the cdmunity, Lucas Dargan ee\i;jt of his eight - _ :

61
he would return. He did return, bringing with him a baby daughter,
and bullt his house north of Jeffries Cy&k on the 0ld Georgetown . v

. !
f

east of the present family community. Across the road,from his house

he built a tavern, which he operated in addition to his farming interests.
Richard and, his wife, Rebecca Jolly, had several daughtete and one

son, . Charles Brown Howard,kwho contiﬁued to fa.rm the family land.

’, . N,

house- aod _se_nete. He and his wife, Elizabeth MeCall had a.everal

s

- children, only four of whom matried. Of those four theve were two

-8

sons, Fitz Lee Howard and Armstrong 'Jolly Howatd to carryfon the family

name. Fitz Lee mar:ried Louisa Penn Ervin from Back Swamp Counity and

.= B e

all of whom martied and lived in Darlington or Florence Counties. y ) ‘ T

o

‘Armstrong matried Lou Penn 8 sistet Mae, and bought land adjoitling

P

_ Williamson la,pd in the present family community. Their stms and grand- R .

I . B T J

]

All family mbers in the comunity have many other ties to the

area besides those established by theiar laet-name ancestore._ ‘These
N4

o
ancestora were mostly from the British Isles but some, Gennan and some

’ .
t .
'l K 5 '
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Lepend -
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great—grandparenta, seven were born in what was thea Darlington County,

and the eighth was born in Columbia, about 100 mijes from the community.

Kinship Terms and Naming Practices

B -
3 . -

The importance of family and kinship can be aeen in.the names -

N

',and titles uaed 1n the family Hany of the family 8- naming practices

. \-n

are common throughout the South and in other part of the country.-

Recognizing kinship with the title “Cousin“ befor a relative 8 first ;,“ 2

'%name is still practiced in the family to a limite extent. Until my /'
Iiown-generatioq, "Cousin, vas used to address older close cousina.‘

. The titie ie‘not'necesaarily a\recognition of close kinship,lhowever,v '
‘Frank Williamson sald that‘although‘he was closely reiated to only one"_

' household of Jameses he grew up calling all of the Jameses dn, the area, -

"Cousin " Lucas Dargan suggested that close family friendship is

fanother criterion for calling someone "Cousin

.o )
«

01der persons who were distantly related- "connected" through
’ua;marriage, oY, close friends of the family often had "Mieter" or’ "Miss" .
”'added before their first namés. Mr‘ Frank or Hiss Hannah. Women vere

' called "Hiss vhether married or not. Host of my generation still use,

"these titles, but, except in a few families, they are used only for’ the

m

o -oldest generation for whom the traditions are still important.'

et

The tradition of continuing family nanies, however, is still strong.

‘-‘Almost everyoue is named either for an older relative or is given a

combination of family namee. One ‘son, often’ the oldeat, is named.for hie
<

:father; and oldest daughters frequently are named for either their mothera

o

R » . .
e . ‘s R . . ) )
L 7.' - N - T .A ~ ’
T LS - vt AT A e L . T R R PN
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\ .
or 'their grandmothers. To avoid confusio,n, generations often
alternate between osing first and second names. Thus, the Benjamin
Franklin Williamsons have'been alternately called "Ben" and "Frank," *
and the William Edwin Dargans have alternated between "Ned" and
‘"I::Idwin." T
When there are severalv gener‘ations' of .one family. living" in the

same place; the different generations are often- ‘kept straight by, titles.

Among the Benjamin Franklin Williamsons, for example,‘the father of the

‘ oldest now living 15t referred to ‘as "Mr Ben,'_' his son is "Frank " his

. son is "Ben, " and his son, the youngest is "Little Frank -

K. o

;,‘ Cousins who have ‘the same first name but. different last names.‘also o
haVe titles to distinguish between them, Although he is twenty&reight
years old and over six feet: tall Edwin McIver, who 1ives 60 mibes
south of .the comunity, i{s still called "Little Edwin" by his ‘Daxgan -
' relatives to distinguish ‘him from his older first co(sin, Edwin Dargan.
Edwin Datgan. on the other hand, is called "Little Edwin" by the Willia.m— \
son fami’ly to distinguish him from his older cousin, Edwin Williamson. 2
Intermarriege and the tradition of continuing family names have |
been so- common that the resulting maze of names includes such combinations

~,

as Evander McIver Ervin, Evander Roderick McIver Roderick McIver Ervin,

. Evander Ervin Bargan, and Evander McIVer Williamson. Women in the family

generally take their hue'band's nage, but often hold on to their maiden

'

. names in naming their children. The nine family members with the first ’

.

' name "'Dargan. o and the three with the first name “Ervin,' are evidence '

of-.this. This practice Ted to some amusing situations when Ervin
. . \ / -
’5'a'rgan and Dargan Ervin were small boys.,

”o . . . ! -
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Occupatins .
" Farming has loang been the traditional occupation for men i'n\the

s

family. Not all sons have.chosen to farm, however. With land being

.

y limited and familles large, some men 1n each generation have gone into

U

other professions and left the community-\’ﬂthough there are fewer

farmers now. than in previous generations, enough sons h‘ava chosen to ‘
5 ! \\ ‘-‘ N LY \
farm so that all the family land is either farmed or used for commercial ; S

timber growing.,‘ ThOSe who do not farm often rent: their land to the e T

r

farmers in the family The size of the farms ranges -from several hun;- -
'j o o dred to 3, 000 acres, and some family members .own and farm additional

C land in other parts of the county. fThe places owned by the families

T who do not tarm are generally smaller, around 150 to 200 acres. . : '
The chii:ash crops in the community dre tobacco, soy beans,

- “cotton, and.co‘ , in that order. 1[1978 sunflowers were first tried

f
\ o~ B . ;o0

as‘a'farin crop.. 'Beef cattle and hogs- are also raised. Family gardens ' AT

o

include a variety of fruits and vegetables. tomatoes, corn, beans ’ - ,'
peas, mustard and turnip greens white potatoes, sweet potatoes, redishes, : 'y‘" .

ok ‘ eggplant, squash cantaloupes, watermelons, grapes, pears, and - cooking.

apples. . With the exception of sweet potatoes, these are nbt sold com'-' '

- B
-

u - rcially but are shared among members of the famil'y living in the com-
"J\ty and with frien‘ds and family in town. y o T .

'
Fom

l 1 - ‘ Next to farming, the lumber industry has been ’t'he preferred oc- T '
N cdpation f'or-men in the’ comxmmity. ’l\ao sre now consulting foresters o ". -
and manage moat of the timber acreage in the community, and several |
. L. - . | ha,ve ;:un sawmills. , Others, particularly in my own generation, have gonle

R into a variety of occupations but the farm and timber land is still I

St [

et
EEE S M-




being handled mostly by family members, with limited acreage leased

-

to "outsiders." AR )

Vg

-

A few of the'wohen in the family have professional careers, but
. v ;

)

‘most of thos
- !

been and still is

living in the community work in their homes. There has

trong feeling jh;:,nomen should stay at home .

P

" while their children are young. During the'Great‘Denreasion a few .

'J'.-

v 75 widowed mothers did teach school while their children were . young. hut

e in ny parents generation, only one ‘ot two of the women with children lgi T

",

o E T
L ‘Akrked at. regular outside jobs until their children were‘out of high

i

2 Bchool. te e ‘ \\ e o . | : ~
v o Education
. .-‘ . UL LT e ‘ ‘ . <
. N Fﬁg@él_edhcation has been highly valued in the comnunitz for

N seheral.generations;'-Most family'members have“college degreeS' and

a fed hqve done graduate work. A liberal arts education has been o

N A li generally preferred, some offtﬁe men who farm majored in suhjectq euch ; . -‘\\>
) d ,?a . i as "French .and - English literature, economics,';nd hotany. One tradi-
' ’ﬁf‘ﬂ ' ‘jtional branch of education for farmers in earlier generations ‘was’
. ) ‘medicine, which they often practiced onl; for their families and for ’
persons who lived and worked on their farms 20 ‘
| The farmer—doctor who worked a little of both fields is the I
¢ ﬁ.eoorde of‘some/femily anecdotes. One of these was Dr. Horace_Williameon;'~ .
‘;?” . . 20 For information on doctors in the family and 1in Darlington County.‘
e B who were both'doctors aud farmers,,see, Rudisill Doctors. "s Lo

f.gﬂ~*

r
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. Yhe will find it easier to work and pay his own way..

67
a distant relative of the present Williamsons, wha practiced medicine

in the early 1900s:

Cousin McIver. [Williamson] got real interested in him,

and he was.Bort of half farmer and.half doctor. :And they say o

he would, uh, he'd be out sowing fertilizer on manure or some- ,
thing and ‘Somebody's come running,- “"Come, quick Doctor. juyf DA
~‘wife s haying a baby.'" " So he'd- [brushes hands together] brush
3 off his hands. and. BO.- [ aughter] . o
" And,’ uh,. COusin McIver built. him uh a office and an.

g opersting room.. "And- ‘they said that he'd have to sew people up:
' .. And somébody told him one time, said, "Doctor," said that needle
looks pretty rusty." He said, "Well, that's all right." He -

" dropped it ‘down on the concrete floor and rubbed {it. [imitates
3rubbiAg_needle on floor with shoe] .... Rubbed the rust.and

‘started, turned b: back to sewing again. (man, 65) &1)

Higher education has been considered as important for vomen as

fot men in the community. The women began attending colleges soon
. after schools of higher education for women were established in the

‘“stste in the late lBOOs In families'who could not affOrd to send h

all the ehildren to college, the oldest children not jsst the . men,'

i {were sent. In one family, however, a relative who offered financial

[y
-

assistance to send one of the children to school, insisted that the

v

money be given to the only daughter rather ‘than’ the oldest son, gince

€

| .* Religion .- , @
) N . \ g
Pamilies in the community are divided betweed\two religious ,

5
denominations, but this has 1itt1e effect on family relations. The~

Ervins and Howard are . strongly Presbyterian and have been since their

L PR
o
4

2

'ancestors first came ‘to the area The Williamsons alsn.were Presbyterian,.g,_,ﬁ




-about this change in the social strncture ef the‘Sonth: o

68

but B.F. Williamson joined his wife's church when they.vere married
in the late 1800s, and their descendants have been Episcopalian since
then. . From the time Timothy Dargan’ It: became a Baptist minister in
1778, and perhaps before then, the Dargans were Baptists. William~‘

Edwin Dargan who moved his family to the community in the late 18003,

however, was an agnostic and his children joined the churches of the

A

Ag!hrsqns they m@rried. Now all of the Dargans living in the community

.,are*Episeopalians. e ';'

Soctal Structure

To the older generations 1iving in the eommunity, WOrid War II

marked the end of ‘an era. One family member remarked that until the‘

. -
war the community had changed very little since: the War Between the

States. One change ‘he and several of his generation have observed is

the relative absence of class consciousness amopg their children and

grandchildren. He recalled that when he was growing up in - the early
[}
1900s "people didn't do things out’ of their.class.'_ Lewis M.,gillan,

in his hook on white Southerners, suggests two forcep7wﬂich brought

It was the Great Depression of the 19303 and the involve-
ment of the nation in World War II that speeded’ up. change.
These two forces, with their toots in.the world situation, )
induced: changes in the population and - the ‘culture that’ finally

made the South.an_urban region and broke the grip of .the’ aristo—

cratic tradition._z1

i
i

i

o Levis M. Killan, White Southerners (New York Random House, Inc.,"
1970), p. 50. : : . . . :



Although the class etructure which grew out of the plantation

”system ie no longer viable, ampng those families who have been in j R . 5;

the area for several generations, manv aseociatione with ‘the &laea e »~4;_‘; - s
{t-'l*:syetem of the past remain- One reaaon for the continued identifica—Aufj':‘ R i'?‘;ﬂgﬁ;

* : ro,[

V. tion of the family with the plantation system is tha[ they are among
h

B the few families who haVe remaihed on the eame land ere their ances—i‘
‘v.} ':‘.-1_';‘- B ',., o \.. —l_‘_‘,,v S ,' oy %, ¢,

A ,;tors farmed under this system. Also, the farme aIOng the Pee Dee Riverfﬁ :f . 2{5ﬂ

IR .‘“Ere generally laéger than those inhother parts of the county, and'localilf" | 7..‘Ef
s blason pqpulaire continues to perpetuate the differences between the i f
s ‘ different parts.{ﬁ;h'ﬁi ‘ : f. “J;’ S §. “l" _{ .
A former Darlington County agricultural agent characterized the - -
different parta of the county in terma of their cooperation nmong "\ ' '
) i ’themselves and with him on“aﬁgricultural pr‘ojeets.l‘ In the‘ "old ' \ ' :
plantation aide of the count;" along the Pee Dee River, he Isaid people \ ( 1 ]§
y "‘ cooperate well with One another but primarily on the basis of family, . ':\‘:~ ’ }\
e : s DO . N A
;,f :‘ii the communities in the middle of the‘county arermore democratic and \L‘Jh*ii‘"“‘
':f - 4 'ff'cooperate morern a eommunity level' the communities along Lynuhes River _‘ “§¥\ .
f‘_ .ﬂ‘l iare highly individualiatic and do not like to, be told by anyone what to ﬁii‘éf:ixixé;lfi
o R do;j These stereotypes appear ‘to be generally recognized and contribute 1’%ij;}, {lég:{:j
: ft“ ’ ﬂ.to the continued association of the Pee Dee River families with the f.fﬁ:LfEV'; 'i:%f?‘}
g "plantation’eystem even though family bacllround functions 1ess signi- QQ .
" ,vficantly in the social andveconemic‘lif of the area;‘IfE}Q & |
. ?I;)i-j_?ii ' nghts and Obliea:‘;ns._.ft if '
' : The distinctions between the different ways of grouping the“'
AL B kindred become especially important in\the recognition nf reciprocal
| | :: t;ﬁ R A . T?}



}-toward their children and children toward their parents. The obliga—’

<but the responsibility of daily nursing is generally shared among

lf;memhers of the immediate family. i‘ff" (, ? o ‘ ~f

'-"for examplg, are expected to send their children to college. but relatdves{,

_ the inheritance may go to someone who is not a direct descendant but

_ .to an.obligation towarﬂ a’ sec0nd cousin if it meant sacrificing his

: 3duties toward his children, by saying, "Hy childrenfhave to come first.

- with different types of family grouping ‘and with the role relation—

":itions toward immediate family members differ from the obligations ﬁf

'itoward second or more distant cousins. When someone in the community

mot strict but a deviation from expected obligations usually elicits

'_;who has the same name. Or, a. family member cguld justify not attending '

rights and obligations. Different responsihilities are associated

ships of members in the group.. Parents have certain responsihilities

..e a

i _~v"'

'1ﬁ:is sick, everyone is expected to vibit and perhaps bring food or gifts,“,-'

<t
.'1 -

If the immeﬁiate family members cannot Tulfill a task it then

becomes important to know who is next in 1ine in responsibility. Paremta,}

i

‘.{frequently come- to the asaistance of those who cannot afford it._ Usually;*

e

~this responsibility is taken over by the closest relative who can afford

.

'-\.
>

~ : .
VU

-an explanation. A common explanation involves calling on another a

.family allegiance.’ An estate, for example‘ is usually divided among

'direct descendants, with the greatest amount going to the closest of ¥,~¥j

rkin. By bringing,to bear the importance of a family name, a portion of

i 5 ot ey
Ky

- "-\

.‘-.

Adherence to understood rules of who is responsible and when isilbf?'";

S
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. , - can be given precedence over another. - . . e

’ . o The reciprocal reaponsibilitiea aurrounding kinahip have, over
. P the generations, given support to family atability and strength to

RIFL ‘

survive disasters.‘, Children are reared in ‘8, senae, nor: only by their |
N N parento but, by uncles, aunts N and cousins, and the reaponaibility of oy

L - . . ,.v Nl
\ oy N

caring for/ relativea who are unable to aupport or care 'f’r themselves

Ly
[ “ -

. P . is shared within the family.. There have been times when one household

. . . \.. ',
-~ 3

o O Was in danger of losing its 1and and another family member bought t:he~
S 4 S
R land, holding it in t:ge_t unt:il the original owner could buy it back. 1"’-‘

' \ : ~.‘, During the Great Depreasion, one family sold la:ld whieh »they owned

\ . R . .
T o/

: S outaide the community, to aave the home ‘place gof. relativea. It ia
- ft characteristic of the fam:l.ly that thia kind of asaistauee ia rarely
. PN Y. sz".g' -,,‘ ‘
menﬂoned. I was told about such aid only after promis:hng not to men"
;/l' '.":,ll“- .'1‘1' -
/ - members generally try not‘ to take advantage of their relatives by esking
SO o - 4 . S
L -, or yeepting too much They do nbt expect aid as a matter of courae. '
' ,' to pick vegetables in their gardena, hunt on their land ‘or awim at their

.': .creek place, these relatiyes uaually call and ask permiso;lpn each L'ime

"f"l‘hey are careful to respect the‘ privacy of their relati‘ves )

R they come.

..: and to show appreciation for their generoeity, and they' are critieal of




' family members have bgen able to hold on to the "home places” and A

' years ago remarked that there wefe more conservation methods being e

.have worked"* on methods and machines to achieve a better utilization of
wood and several family members have been active in conservation . .

'.o}ganizations and public agencies dealing with natural resources .,

The .Williamson famil 'innparticu_lar, has worked to promote scientifIc K

) enhance its productivity'.f ‘Family . mbers have been actlve in efforts .

‘to prevent the pollﬁtion of Black ‘Creek and other ‘waters. This has 1".‘\:

‘ .cheris’hed poasession of the family.. This is- phrticularly true of 1and

E which haa been iq the family for several generations. Often, two or
,three family me.mbers will bux a tract of 1and together, and any ineome

' from the land vill be shared according to the percentage of their interest.

Conversation among family me:mbers often invoIves some diseussion of" the ‘, '

2

main’tain'the‘ coutinuity impjorctant for a strong family tradition:' . ’ . e
JAnother reasoh for their being able to hold om to fami’lv J.and for

several generations haa been their use of “conservation practices in .1 “ s ‘
farming as a basic prirrc\iple for protecting and preserving their land -
and resour.ces. A soil conservationist visiting the community several

pract;iced in the tq;nmunity than in any other’ community of its size"'in

the ,state. The lumbermen in the family, Ervin Dargan and Vannie Ervin, o -

-

-

Probably the most inportant ‘work contributing to community stability
has been the use of conaervation methods in farming the family landd. Ll

LY
- s

-~ o R P
fari'ning and has worked its own ‘land in such a. way as’ to preserve and . s . ‘

6 : - : oy

a -

’ N * . . - .
allowed them, and others, _t'.o continue using the creek as the focal point St o

' v

for’ recreation in the commmity' . T ‘ri" o

Land is j@bortant not only as a source of ,income but a,lso as a

e o

[ "1.,‘1‘;.

‘ iland and ita featurea, and 'the attachmmt to it ia strong.



»t

j"the country"'and the family community. in particular i the best

. - mean, ‘it wasjust. accepted that the oountry was -the best’ place ‘

. . \" - ~pne,. person . somewhere and anather - person: somew'here else. If-‘you -

73 '

@ Lucas Dargan: Well, -I just thought of my family as

( , being farming people. ﬁnd I guess you just grow up with
a strong feeling for land when you feel you're farmers. : i

" And, uh, I mean you grow up worrying about the drought . e

- and worrying about the wet spells, worrying about the early . L

) frost.~ I mean_you're just. very conscioes of things that go . :
with the land. And even theugh you. might not, uh, might: . - S
not:all be a pleasant assoo.iation, it becomes a deep-seated ‘ v ’ f
attachment, I think. (TlS) ' :

% oF ! -

S

o - . . . 5 o

,"There :I.s a strong feeling among members of the family 11v1ng o o

“in the community, and even among some who have moved awvay, that ‘ A .

o

plac_e to live. Lucas Dargah whose family moved to town when he

wa's‘three yesrs old, after his father's death, said that-even though o

he never knew the community as well as his‘older brother ‘ahd sister ,‘
. - - . . - .. ! .. ' - ,..a..
like them, he felt that he belonged there: R

..

. I didn t really feel nearly as’ close to the comnunity L ; Lo
. - as Ned and ‘Mary Hart, although we always said, all of- us as .. o O
we' grew up, we always assumed that we were go'- move’ ‘back to - - -
the country : sometime: We alvays talked about "when we move o SRR
~.back to the country we're gg'-do’ so-and-so.“' It just, I R

[

.- you ought to’ l:lve. That was where we ought to’ be~ ('1‘15) . :
L I e -‘"-*", SR

Frank Williamson talked about ‘a basic difference he saw between rdral’’ K L .115:
T ' S . .‘.LI‘_ g '-‘ -

and utban l:l.ving{f_ R o ' o

i I guess you get this -basic difference between rural N
people and c:l.tx ‘people.’ They re [rural people] in one place. R o S
It makes them-right different’ people\f-' If. you move' you'.can ‘be; R Lol

make . miate"kes you- can_start. over.. Bdt it's a real sobering in— .
fluence to be part of a comunity. ‘(I’YZ) S STURR TS LT S AN
* ‘\

.. '

. o PR
v, - . .

- ' ‘ R . ." Lol

‘

Although fa.m:l,ly members are often crit\i.cal of each other and enjoy

E b
"v'_' """, LT

~
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that the family is and always has beef;’ made .up of basically "'good

‘ people." 0ne~fa;nily member expressed this: feeling when she said, "One -

po thing I think is interesting about this family is ‘that it's- 80 big and oo :_' A

Y

"it's made’ up of such good people. You- know, there are no thievas or

"-anyone like that in the family. We must have had some good ancestors L
RN -

A.nother suggested that this attitude is instilled in family members at

. an early age' "I tell you how T was raised. I was a grown woman - before RETE
I realized that any of my infolks could do anything wrong." Most, of \ /

course, - recognize that there are some relatives of whom no one would be

. -

‘proud. As omne family member.‘_poin,ted out, "If you search your fam:l.ly ' ' E '~=_'-'

(. T ' ' : v

1

:jtr_ee tod~hard, you're bound to find some rascals." . _ S ] LT v

Y

"Although this is‘a close—kni{ family, there is a great respect
far pr-ivacy. Too much talk or inquiry about someone 's personal -_ S ‘_

) : \ affairs is discouraged. If a couversation begins to sound 1ike gossip, _' o ’-. 1.

1 Lo 1t is often cut off by someone expressing disinterest ‘or’ making a. final

R

' statement admitting no further discussion. Even brothérs and sisters Lo R,

S BEEEERERN sometimes do not. talk aboutﬁersonal problems with each other. ‘Important. EEEA
: ' - information gets passed on but is seldom diacussed openly at" latge family L

gatherings. Ph/ery family member lesms, though may not practice, how to B

»’ a0

be discrete in giving out information. There ate times vhen, even in

i ';. ) oy ., .

P 3 . f .
- . . -t

. / . . - . . .. .‘

' " E private, few details may be g:l.ven._.

N : R ".
SR _,)_.. .

Thete are definite standards about what is considered appropriate

T ,0_, . N

e VT

highly restricting Individuals know that they will be accepted by

8 may greatly disapprove of their behavior. One in-law f.elt that the
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'/: . . . ) ) . .
, pa family wag .too ‘tolerant'. "This family will accept anything.'f Criti-

cism and disapproval are, expressed however, but generally in priv.ste, A

or discref 1y in public. They are seldom handled by not speaking to

'~A ..,_.' /

ne.or excluding someone from fsnbily Occasions. ’.l'his is, perhaps,u

,' .some

-y

.' ‘.
r .
Soe

' ;" "beo use j fam ly harmony is/more importam: than' family agreement. _ 4' D , A

P2 'l‘hey have ve y different opinions o)? $w to rear‘ children, how to farm,

[ ‘”"L‘ S

;‘:.‘ ' " / _how to run/ t}{e country... An outsider once remarked thaf whet‘. amazed him
. S most about the family was that a group of people with such'ﬁivergent .

v interests opinions, and politicsl philosophies co‘uld get 810“8 9°‘ "’ellﬂ

o

The importance of family hamony is one explsnatibn. . Another is that

Lk in their children.l Chi/ldren dre taught to show respeet for th 3 .
. ,\;".‘ e e Al ;_4‘“ . "r WL ) " ' , , o REe
but no(: neeessarily to agree with them. Some of the highest compli- d

E - lnent.s/ are that—- someone "is en independent thinker,“ "has the courage of S
’ * ; R Y o L CeTe e “ﬁ-,:‘ ‘ p

his convictions, ot,"puts ections behind his wrds. o UL

e g : o
! . (B ] R o 0

; ) Farmers differ in their approaches to farming, but this is not

generally a sourcefof argument between J:hem.i Ned Dargan believes in

ne rents sny large machines
”\ ;A e [

" - that he needs. ' Billy Houard has his own equipment and a base of opera— '

using s& lietle,big machinery as possible.;i

)\'... B [N

L B -‘..

tion on- the f.amily farm,‘ then, he rents farm lsnd i.n a ten 'or fifteen—;

.‘J

s

.\,.,

‘ mile'rsdius from the farm. The Willismsons farm only their own land

N

P A b by
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vindependent. Family loyalty does not generally enter into politics.

.76

Husbands and wives, br(thers and sisters, and cousins do not consis—

tently vote the same, "\or do family members always vote for theilr

relatives who run. for political office. Quite frequently, they S

[

. - . . no - k2 ,.»

' S : switoh their usual political affiliation to vote for a pereon they

y - o . N TLore —

S admire rather than the platform or. the party

. s LT
P U B

e "A‘ . MR Y .a ’ . . t
‘ , _ . Cousins and Eriends . S i
o An important part of: g'rowing up “in the family community is that
RN
.o, -

‘cousins often become close friends.’ Most of .their closest neighbors

" are cousins,‘ aﬁd family gatherings held throughout the year bring
X

fe K o back for visits re’lat:lves living

tside the community .

o o L 'who grew up ‘during the Depressions of the

Y

1
1By
-8

town and were especially close. e i‘

ke 7 We were Without a ca'r a 1ong t:Lme during the Depression. -
N ST e During the *summer ve. m.ight not go to .town.at all. But we:: had'

TR _ew rything’we wanted. Yoy Know,. the. whole ‘clan. . Ve didn t - -

- really need our; town,,ﬁziends. ; (woman, 63) (FNZ) e

Voo

. P ) - . :‘, S L. : S, .r* . - ‘."‘
PR . - > B .." R A

P The same relative descr;i'bed how lost and depressed she felt when her

"o . T
e - 3 o

’
]
S N »

self as part *of the clan.- Then I' just kind ,\ £ lost my identity when

I 1ost the family _" ;

-‘l.

Mother used to. get so mad wit'n us.

RN e d say if We ﬂ
wanted to hav€ a birthday party or someth 'Wh(dq you ‘

The cous ins i

' 303 very rarely went into

cousins went to college, leaving her at. home alone., "I thought of my—
e

e en

.
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want to invite?" "Oh, just the cousims.' she d say. Lo e
"Well, ‘you just ‘need. to have some other. friendg ‘And- we'd e L
say, - "Well we just like | our .cousins better than anybady - R L

‘else!' [1aughs] 0f course, we.lived ‘in the country and we ¥
didn t:.get into. town a great deal, - And Just ‘nobody -else . .
N ", lived real ‘close to play with, but.somehow we could always T -
visit back and forth with, our cousins.. of course, we had - - e
) ; ,friends in- school, and: we'd visit. them occasionally, too. L
o : But it was mostly cousins.‘_. (TB) e T ; .
' o Some friends and in-laws ‘have alao complained that the family 1a fooL :
: /;oo clannish., A boyfriend of one of the Dargan girls who grew up SR ‘ ) r ‘
. ] ’
. during the 203 and 30s. once complained that his biggest rival was the .
i clan. An in-law of the same generation told his wife, "The trouble
B wil:h your family is that they re too clannieh and self-sufficient. : " .
' ' .« : ' ‘
They don t: think they need anyone else. S ; f : a
;' One family membera explained that being clannish is a family trad~ .. c -
ition -‘ Lo e e e ’
T PNy L don t. think the family is clannish because we feel o B
TR '.";;\i-',_"Isuperior to: other people or because we -don't’ like: other S e i
. I people. We ,gust enjoy being with each: ot’her. We're enough . X
- alike. that we ¢njoy each other, - All.qur best fr,iends ‘are | - ! ¢
VLA ) - in’ the family. You just ‘grov up acc pting that 'you' re close . R T
RO S te youi: fa:ni.ly. It 8 a tradition man, 60) (FNZ) o
R My own generation is not quite as clanniah as their pé‘tents who }
:‘-..‘.‘.“.’L: »-A ‘e ; M i p’ﬂ B “:‘ '."' o e "
- grew up during the Depression, but they st:ill spend a large part of . S (
their leisure t:!.me with their family, and many qf-their closest friends ‘

A are cousina.‘ asked two of my contemporaries why they thought this

l

it s just a coincidence to me ..
lot of my best friends happen

Tim Well, that’s true, bu
that a, 18'!‘ df my. I thin'k that a




» 3 . B . - I
- ! 4 v, ~

i ‘ B '

4 ‘. ? -
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% , to be cousins. ‘I got a lot of flack about this from ' - Ty
2 ' somebody I used to date. [laughter] I won't ment}on any . - 1
/ . names. She thought I put the family, above everything, . - . - 2T |-
R 4 P . and I really didn't. There‘are plenty .of people .thatsI . S
coo ‘ ., . dom" t particularly care for: t:har. are my ' cousina. But, 1. I - O
‘ e mean, it ‘just.so happened ‘that * inoqt of my best frienda B A

. ' also happen ‘to be my cousins. _ (TS) T 2 P
: _The close friendships that: develop between cousins are- .an . impor— SRR

o » {t}ant bond holding the family a'nd -the community together. It means ‘ S

that: famﬂy gat:herings are‘not inrspirea simply by obligatiogs of kin- - .

ship but also bx ties of ftiendship between persons who genuinely e

. . »

-enjoy each other 8 company. oo e . .‘-- S . o
‘ . . J - . . ’ . ):":; RS C e .. A T
: ".5 ’ e % .,.'«-. 2 ' B o : s
Over ‘the generations the family has developed a sﬁrong sense: of
) place and a strong sense of family identity. They feel part of a
v e . N Lo ' PR

. . reSpectable, " educated 1andowner tradiI:ion. . Prom :his they have

° o LI ' .
Y . . - ' .
e " PR . N -“

derived a senae of security, which hne persisted ‘even’ during difficult '

e _." i _‘ periods when they had l:Lttle money and were in danger of 1osing their"v"j. K :~. Lt \
Tl l They feel f‘nat their position i;x the area ois firmly established | " :

- ,.-," : thuﬁ, they scmetimes resorg to a kinﬂ of reverse anobl;ishness in which B

. SN t;he,y p]:aﬂy‘up their rurelneaa, flauntirig t:ixeir simplicity rathet than‘x(;‘.' ’ .
,‘:"‘4 o - cheir sophistication. This is apparent in t:heir paecimes as well as: in’.

-

ot ® * . :217’" A e
o } their veébal art, as the foilowing chapters will show. ’ e A
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L

OF LEISURE - - -

Social life ;Ln the community centers around family-organized RS s

pestimes. ] These- act:lvitiem afford -an? opportunity for /close interaction ‘ , .

0

between relatives living in 'the community and a. means of staying in’

v. , ,

contact: wit:h relativea who have moved away. Since\participation in ‘,j'-'-'" L

hi . a g
& . ) . {

family gat:herings is voluntary, family members living outaide the

T

community choose whether or not to" remain a pa.rt of the close family L

'group by their attendance,.. Some come to at leasr 8 few gathe :

l Y

from as far away as 200 miles. By com:l.ng regularly,.or occasi

B - |
00
Y

. " to the 1arge fam:lly gatherings held twic:e a yeax;, they reaffim their - ) "‘

[y - . -
i

membership in the group..‘ E.ven many of :hose who Iaiely come, howeVer, .
"o - ;- - e . ] . Y

are still invited. , Thus , the invitationa to the gatherings identify s

.‘_who :l.s eligible for family membership and the attendance of tela’tives '

Both are” important:: parts of family

o

K signifies the int:imacy of the group. :

o ident::lty.

their c.ou.sina,who Xlive outside the ar:ea. :




R

.‘:.

AR ‘and st:ay ‘there. ZAnd then somet imes Aunt Liza’ woold come’ and’

L 'Erown, the old mule.. [1a g ] ('I‘S) -

3 :ﬁnportant geographical features 1n th‘?.comunity ‘Black Creek, Pee

. We were always visiting back and forth.. And even the
-'ones, gthe ‘Wares, -you know, that livekd in Greenville, Mary
~.and Amne and t:hoee. And. the Gandys down. at Andrews., We'd , o

go" down there.' Sag" and ‘Mary. and I used to -go down and- Bpénd o
a month 'with Mary Sloan, at, Andrews. - Ily would g0~ and spend ;. s I
.. tdmg in Greenville with’ Ame. - iy and.Hap, - you know, Welve - - w4
.~ always visited back and . forth. ‘And; uh, after we, moved over S TS
. An the houae where Ned and Cullough 1ive now, well, the' child-
g ’ren used o go" ‘up; .-You kmow, ‘the cousins from off used to . come T

Y

e V.

" bring her family./down and ‘stay” with Gran—Gran. -0r Auﬂo Ed_na )
~'would coine fand ‘gkay with'her awhilei " . .+ o
v » Then," of eourae, we had the Ervin- cousins, too. "The Howards,
.+ you know, lived, where Annie Louise and' Jolly. live. Maizie -was
- there. And then, uh, Betty Douglas and’ Jack and Louise and
- Batty') moved down: heré. And, wve'd vigit back and forth with thenm,
' too. And we used to ride horsebaek. . And, .uh, we had different
. times ve “had pon:le's or. horses or- somethi'ng. And uh, ve'd ride
over 'to Haizie s or she'd ride over to our house... And we'd get.
‘Lou Privette, you know, lived ﬁith Aunt Blanche and those. Some- e
times Betty used.to. comeé and joinus, .and she rode,an old mule, =
[laughr.er] And, uh, Maizie had ‘a fine - Arabian hotae. . She 'was a.-
real good: horse.” ‘I had.- a-pony ‘one time, 'a ‘Shetland pony Then
: -later on , I used “to’ ride a. ‘big old, uh, buggy -horse. It was - a
pretty goqd saddle horsé ‘too. He was sort of rough on his .
..trot, but. he, had ‘a good ‘gallop.’ . Maizie and T used to get way: SV
" ahead of . Betty, ‘and ve'!d have to- stop and wair: for Betty and John

o The big meal in the middle of the day :ls the time when most adults
in the community get togethet to’ talk. : Some familiee, especially those B S .‘ a

who farm, haVe. alJ. the adults in two or three generations of the extended

family for the meal. "Child \ are féd beforehand. -. Since this ':ls the _— :

v

Many of the more organized family gather:l.ngs center around ‘

-, s,lJ ;’ 4 ’: + 3 N

(J’ .:' <N

g e e .
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L certain activities traditionally assoc:l.ated with it. .-Black C’reek:'”» -

the swift, "black—water stream which flowa through the eastern part ."‘;‘»'_'

ey

: -_ of Darlington County and the northeastern tip of Florence County on T

its way to the Pee Dee River, has been ‘a favorite swiming, fiehing,

P

and gathering spot for residents o£ both counties for peveral genera-

tions. -It has been sald that for the people of Darlington County,
: Black Creek_ is "holy water."_ Evidence of ‘this devotion was th,e forma—
tion in 1941 of the Black Creek Protect:ive Association. This organ:iza- '

tion, always headed by a member of the family, Jolly Howard _has

fought a continuing battle to prevent pollution of the creek.

“1 Lo Since the family ows land bordering the creek their ties to the

stream are especially strong. One devoted relative took along a bottle -
of Black Cree‘k water when she went to Nex York City to study. B | A

,I.t

a couldn t. bear to be separated from it " §he explained. "I used to ope.n

_ the jar and smell 1:."1 1€ u in Black Creek 'that most of the children -

4 LN

’ learn to swin; and here on the cool creek 'bank that all 1ike to gather

for picnica or afternoon swims during the hot summer months. . Several

‘....

vows have been msde over the years to swi.m in the creek at least once '

e Y

in every month of the year ot vhich has sometimes inVolved breaking a

A ~“~thin layer of ice in.. January and February.‘ And 11: 19 traditional

\

the Pee Dee l{iverf

I
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S o o old ox- 'bow of the river. ocrmpiea about 3 600 acres of " the swamp.

Partially owned at ‘one time by the Ervin family, the island had

.(,

's'everal owners -before ft waa bought in 1904 iby the I{oward family. '-_';j"

: . \The island rand the boat 1andings .on’ Lowther s Lake have been t‘ne

scenes of many fall picnics special suppers and camp-—outs. B ’
Interesting features of the island are the several hundred acres

. of old fields, many recently reclaimed for pasture‘ or row crops, old
houses and barns dating from the early 18008 and. acres of sand hills .
|
completely surrounded bY'swamp 1and~,‘ The sand hills presumably were

“

. formed thousanda of years. ago when the Pee Dee R:[ver vas a rushing |

LY . . s o’

K Co t:orrent cap‘able of transporting coarSe'materials.:ﬂ.The 'river 'is now
a slow coastal plain stream 'in the community, .transporting only the

finest sediments, the source of the rich red soils uhich characterize I.; :

B “':-“1'- B c R S
its flood plain. S e T Lo ;

Sy . . v - . . .o ) T

v, R ' .

L Lo s *" secular ard Religious fiolidays’

Lo ; . o A number of family. celebrations are associa.tedwith religious"’? ' Y R

Do o o

and secular holida)ls. The Christmas and Fourth of July gatherings-;"_

D B have been for several generations theflargest family occasions. ' They : B

; L :: s are the ones wlgah draw'more relatives from outside thevconnunitx, v . ‘

o | fami,}_y "dining, or formal.lne‘al indaoral, ’is the;tradicional Christmas )
- ~, L ke : cel i 4tion. Usually this‘:lncludes onlydthree or four 8eneration3 of ? .:.::

'a',A
"n._ . 4 o

R an extended family groupr : Since the apace inside is limited these AR
".~ ,“... . ’. . .'-‘“ oy 'f " N . LN
T excended family meals tend to break off into smaller groups as the

0 family g;owa larger.
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Fo.r many years, the nine children, the grandchildren 3 and the -
great—grandchildren of Mary Hart and William Edwin Dargan gathered
fo: a dining on’ Chrisms Dayv Ned Dargan recalled the oc‘éasion i

: and why it broke up. o ,".f‘ ","" L
L _1""(«. ] o IR :‘-.-u, _' . Lo )

3 When we were children, as long as: I can - remember, when
e e were children we had all.of my,. uh, Grandfather's family,” . .° R
iy mother and all the aunts, at the Christmas: dining- And we'd. . - oo 0 e e
" have 1t at - different places:. Uncle Benton' s, “Aunt Ida's, Aunt S oL LT
‘Liza's." Had to have.it in the country, .wasn't foom emough 40 . : -
.. town. [la 3_13 s]- So it was in the country...And everybody would =~ ca vl
‘bring food. ‘And, uh, we'd have thé vhole crowd and .children. " | . ¥
- Just finally got ‘80 unwieldly from the grandchildren, when . S
. .~ -Grandfather 's grandchildfen started having go many childrem, 86 : | = ie: L.
. many 1itt1e children and all,’ "jast couldn't get. them all’ ready; . ..
. That. was on-Christmas. Day. “So we finally gave it up after so G e Tt
" hany little: children around.,.. ' ! o Sl e e
C.l. . We ate: inside. But- all the: festivities and talking and o SERCERLAN TR
" playing [were ‘outside]. “And, ‘uh, vie used to “play: football, - . R S
' . .- have touch football game.- All the ‘boys from twelvé years old BN
v --'.“,on up -to thirty years.old.. -And that was one of. the special " RO N
" occasions:was .the football: ga.me. "The football . game used to get. . T
.. sort" of. rough too.” And hadnt. been out “playlag football: ox: St
I ..exercieing all year or for ten 'years or someth:l.ng. And- we d . a
.  choose up’sides and have: a football game Christmss Day.. .. .o Ul
Co e a0, it And the. older, the older‘nen,’ ouf uncles and'all,they: had, B RN
T special event, was throwing silver dollars to & 1ine. ('And < ¢ s AR
S0 S theyld: gamble on- it sort of mildly. But, uh; there were about’ : "
o T Lgdx . ot eight of those:;: Uncle Benton snd Unele Hugh, Untle. Hem:y . o
Sl 2 "< and Joe and seVeral of the ‘older fellovws. . They'd have . tuo l:l.nes.. ) :"‘
© iY77 "0 -UA line here .and a. 1ine there and silver dollars, and theyd have . ; NP
<% e o . a.contest throwing. ‘I remember that. “We'd watch that. Thtowing e T
S silver dollars [laughs] to the line. "I pracr.iced up, - and T got ¥ fz:_ K o
R pretty good . And.-later on we got  to: throwing things. ’We threw CTioa ol

. . -quarters and’ fifl:y cent pieces, the young /Eolks ~1f " we vere:
: ~'_,[ aughs] tired watchiug we'd get a game going off the side. ('1‘7)

,' . '. . R .
~’ ‘-.."" e > '« .a "-
A

| ",’When t‘.his group grew too 1arge for a seated meal indoors,: the
BT children began having aeparate dinings with their own children and
grandchildren. Now these gatherings are becoming too large, and ?mllen

groups ha.ve begv,m to split off again.




. - > i s - : )
' / n g ‘ . :
: . -, e v
; 1n the Christmas dinings., 'rhe children, gra.ndchildren, and great- ;. M« -
: grandchildren bf Hiidred and Benton Dargan now ha\_re “their dining the
) " Sunday after Chtistmas for the eake of family m"“""bera (whn :io‘.hr\ow want
B to driVe a l;ng diatance on ChristmasJ:Day.; In reeerit yeare, the diniug. '. Y,'g Btk
- ” ,. . for the deseendantu of Ida and Hugh Ervin 'h-as‘ Iieen confined moatly‘to
B :, th-e fa.milies li\ring 1:{ the community. since tbe family members 1i.ving R
i A ‘ L 1n other towne hava found it increasingly difficult t:o, travel on 'Il ¢
. Christmas Day.. S EA 1 L ‘
. ) : -'- At present, tilere are eeveral e’xtended~family celebratioLs dn )
e ‘ 1 Christmas Dey.‘ One*of theee is the tﬁo—day gathering of Lucas and- T o
e Franees Dargan and their respective iarother end sister, Ned ar:d ;’ SR, L:'J

Culloug'h Dargan, who hawe celebrated .Christmas with their parents and 2

their brother a and sister s families since the early 19503. On . :
bhristmas ‘Eve the -Jfamily gathers at L;‘lces s and Frances 8 house; ‘where ‘ , “ |
hey he\re supper, eing Christmas carols, and show slides of previous \ |
family gatherings.~ Then, young childreq are i:ut to bed and the adultsl
The next morning the family gathera in the same house for a .‘
Christmas breakfast. Af_t;er breakfast (gifts are exchanged. ‘t:hen.e .
) .8038 %CIOSSI the 1‘-‘03(1 tQ”Ne‘d ; ;nd Cullough s house for Christmas d:lnner. .7:.‘ '
'\ L Th:a aftemovo'rlnx is usually'a:pe\ht! reeting and visit:fng other“reietiy;e‘;'or L
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' Black CreelE The cha.nges in- the composition of the group point: to .
. [ the changes in the cnncepts of family and commun:l.ty over' l:he yeara.', B e j

‘_‘ In the em‘ly 19005 the Dargans and Ervins had the:Lr picnic at either ,‘e( Ta
L ‘ s T e
AR A 'the'Ervin or the Dargan creek place. The Williamsons, Jamesea, and U ey

4 \ McIvers had thei‘x‘ picnic at the Williamson placE.~ The Howards met ”at : ;

B ,X : altemately with both groupB. After Sarah Dargan married Frank 3 ‘
N ‘ ‘:_ Williamson and mosr of the ‘Jameees and HcIvere. moved av;ay from the S

, T 'community, the Williamsona began meeting with the Dargan—Ervin',,group.A

‘ ; ."'.e“,""“.in the paat several years the picnic has“moved back to the Williamson o

LA '. :{"‘f;'."‘.",plage, and the members of the .J'amee and HcI\rer families who atill live

’ o \ :I.n the area are also” :lnv:l.ted. ~ : ,' ; )“‘ . St

} : ‘ ' A more recent tradition for the: Fourth o‘f July and‘Chriylsrin‘a? detee - ‘ ‘

;from about 1967 wheh Erv ..in Dargan and Woody Swink orgei:l;zed the Femily , ;r

oo [ ; S e T

B ._.Games.‘ A’Ll of the desicendant s of Evanier; Ervin'and Willian Edvin, nargg:_; PR

R a_re invited to t:he ganles‘ | w}dchrshows ho‘; tt:e harrieges between\ t:he two ‘ L l[

, o “},‘hErvins and the ’tl:wo" _Ilg‘u:gane in the late 1800e‘ haa largely detemined the ; ; v ¢
, ~. ‘~I.~identity of the commuhity—based family group. Evaoder Er—vin and William k &

r: "';;. ‘Edwin Dal}'gaﬂ ‘are grandfai:hers of the ehildren of these two martiage:: Pt

AR

Ty ‘-:the rgmain:lng family members are descended from only ohe o£ them.-~ y‘ 4

A L S
RN " o l’; iy : ..'

. L f: It :ls significantv g:hat three households of Ervins in the community
k» ‘}.{.,:" '~',._.-".are not included i.n these gatherings. They are descended! from a- younger f"."-."j




. _.G'ames‘.' As they have gtoLn olde‘r land age 'dittetence has becom_e less ) B | ( .
. ." | impottant, they have betome closer to their sec0nd '!'ousins. The: | o 3
- o __ini.tiation of the. Family Games was a self—consclous attempt to bring ‘
. ,: - _together the fapily members who had been elose as ehildren, especially
g - | ‘ t:hose who had moved away,,and to insure that their children would also
- o be friend'g . The remaining Ervina, the.refore, wer;e excluded more on the s ; F 3
/"V * - -'r","""", . 'basis of.a former laolt of intimacy rather than on’ pres[ent friendships. ;,".—'.:' ‘ ;.;'.’ .
- e _ Some Stmmler Game .g:tiv:lty, especially the tenhis matchea,\bextende
N{;,‘,’over about thtee~ days arouml the Fourth of July. Aipicn:lc on’ the ' JF l
o .g Fourth ie st:lll held at Slack Cx:ee'k but the 3ames and other pienic L
R menls during the three-day period are he]‘.d at Erv:ln Dargan s home, -‘.:" ," v ‘. . /
B N ) N : N
.,‘paxtly because ali who attend the piCn:lc at the creeli are not -.tnvolyed _ \ n/ ‘.
l - ‘:.{ . dn_the ~gan'1e5~." Tennis matches, swimming contesta, horse shoe matche§ "‘"v_‘ |
e tug—-ofv-war,‘and severi-l games for small children' are the main events..» - o
. che~ - RS
; "b o The Winter Gfames are held the weektnd atter Chtietmas in Effing}\am. '
: ~ - \‘a community 1n Florence County about twent; milea southeast of the family :
community, at’ the home of the Swinks, descendants of. Evanaer Erv:l.n\. .: " "
1 : ) ‘Everyone contrﬂmtes to, the ficn:lc : , e:;d the“SYinks provide a barbe-— ‘ L :
- C o cued pig and eweer_ potatoes.‘ The main evente are tennis, bae'(etball B _‘.' 1‘
. | footbalL volleyball, tug—ofewar, sa.ck raclng, cor,n shucld.ng, skeet o
R ehooting, a turlcey shoot (target shoot:lng with a, turkey as the pr:lze),, “'
oeo-bael: (a\card game), and bizd hunting. Ihe day ends ‘with a"aquare ' o
, ',dance back in the family comm.mity : ,‘ '. , ) .
l : : - Hhi.le the cames and other family paetimee are. organized aéqording e
_ ; ’ .‘ o to one aense of family group, with\in theae. settdnga other family . K N

identific.atione may be manipulated\ 'Ihe teams for compet:l.tion fn the

- R R “.
oo Q LA "t g e . ’i"f A? e a.,- n'"nn_ % 5 é
.A I . . ~_— K
.




SRR .:‘i:,":.f:n"i In apite of the teaaing and the fact that: scoree are kept, the

DU moat of the men 1n the commmity have Speat Thanksgiving weekend

t ‘. Family Gamee, for example, are divided along family linea. When- - .
members of a team want a family member akilled in\a.particularﬂ‘s'port
] - N

. to play on their team, the'ys often wiil draw on 4 sense’ of famlly group .

WX

vhiqh includes hlm. The other temahy try another aense of famﬂy

. to get -the same player, w’hich sometimea reaulte :Ln a great ﬁeal of

-7 .S - F A P

teas:l.ng and banter about fam:l.ly allegiancea.. 'l'his kind of teaaing

and manipulation of family :Ldentitiea :Ls a regular part ot‘ mteraction

between family membera., :; L

games are not h:lghly competitlvew. Hembers of one group will often play

v A
and 'groups accumulate poin!zs for their team, but mést mmbera of the

. f o ',' . ' . h [ A v . .'_.'.‘ LTy . CE N
RFSEE s e T L oAb “

P

. A

) family never ‘bother tonind out which team scored higﬁeat., 'I'he games

- are pr:l.marily.a‘ wajr of° getting the Eam:l.ly together, the outc.ome. of the '
competition is relatively mimportant. . _-' . ' e
-3 . . ‘ » EEE . P . . .

P:f‘

e ' relatives from outeide the commity,participate., Since the early 19003

~ - 9 :

S -.,<'

. ) '
'» hunt:l.ng on: Hitherspoon Island. They stay in a cabin on the :Laland and

- - :1‘.

-" ta.ke with them sausage, hominy, aweet potatoea, and eight pounda of

e "ch:l.ttl:lna" per peraon. I‘hey count - on the game killed »during the hunt

‘ o to f:lll out the menu. .Squirrel stew 1s the traditional second n;.ght
supper, but the principal quarry j.s deer.. D‘Iild turkey vere_ the prime;" s
: game :Ln the\ past. ‘when the 1sland was coveres vith virgin timber, and
. the £orest floor waa open..lj I.ater when the foreste were cut overgthe
_ "»' - chang.e in habitat, vith abunda.nt low-grov:lng forage, favored the deer"j R

Thankng:lving ia another t:(me for 1arge family gatherings, bdt few-»~,:': -
s

BN population._.".-_ ¥ s o REE T

for ‘an- opposing team to eve:n up the number of playera. . InJividuale ( el




: THE‘h&nt 1s‘strict1§ fbr'adult-men.s Homen"efe net'ihvited ~and o

;{2!)1.‘-?'- L

Boys are allowed to go on'ly after they turn eighteen or graduate from

high school. Vannie Er*éin recall‘ed being allowed to go once, wheﬁ he '

s A Y.
' v'. .was a child buc he and his cm!eins had to camp apart from the men.

o 'Ihey could partic1pate only by ru}ﬁ;mg errands fot the older men. X .' L ef
‘ The~hunt can be seen as a kind of initiation into adulr.hood for

:.//" "w h

S the boys in the family. : Richard Howard considered i signiffcanc that

-.".

e on' his fir t hunt, he had his first drink with his father ( See’ _p 161)

- v

‘*a common practmé\jmong hunters. Those gho shoor. and mise have a, piece

of their shirt tied to.a designated tree.\ B

O o Women and ehil ren 1n the early 19005 camped on the edge of }Eack L::"\ : ,' : '-{_. “

s

Lo . Swamp during the Thanksgiving weekeud Some of t:he men helped. to set "

' vup r.amp before 1eav1ng \for the H:ltherspoon Island hum:. Ily Ervin o b

-

'Jeffers recalled how her father bui].t a lean-to for sheltering fbod and wk

' 'l',‘.'-;Otth suPplies, a’ large f "e to laat. all night: for wamth and 2 sma11 -G"_‘ e

Today the mmen and children have ! ’

‘. T

:"fire with a spit over it fo: cooking.,“

. 1 _';a p:lenic on” Black Creek and few families 1n the community go to a’

SRR '.‘1arge non-family picnic held in the river swamp by a 10cal hunting club.' ]

; 'rhese large family occasions'are called “family gatherings, not \ .
| V, 3 ‘ "reunione as many such family cel b:ations are Called throughouc the l.;.

"Un:lted States. One family member o 'ted out thal: t:his is because most: -

e

R ,'/.

e




. . s . - . \4_'
- . - N = .
i * - ’ 4 N
R - . - Vo ' ] . ‘
- R . . . . v N . . SR
. - ) . . ' ) e W
- LY . ‘.‘ . -
.- : e
um T mmx'ﬁmzs e ou ++++I
T , . rucrlcr: AND mmm ' -;
N l TR Kondly. . Dccenber 2!“1976-«--9
" i L _ '(lf At ulu ‘uaxt. dty) Bc lun r.o c;me egrly--—
S - y ':'7 “ .\ ftlll dny! . \ _ .' . o
3 T ’ . Bad: 125 lllt yur. Looung far a crowd “h théu lf ycm Kln. , x : ,11'3' -.'-:"' .
X L I ] . cet 1n’ touch with; che follouing orx :he comil:tu ior enttie:'il';nd -u"utim\a“ " o ’ J : a T
e A f‘rcnu-s L S uea" nen:on-n.«.nd i'uddic n.,. R PO
. oo B . ‘ o Tug of Har. : - _' . _‘ Bubba (Hal:er) D. nnd l:nty J. o o K
L R }'ootblll and/ox. mke:bul- {*" Marion s. ‘nnd Tin n.. A B i o
L 'Qu.u Muoefog: - - -1 .7 James 5 and !dwin n. e T Vo, e
. -'l.'nr;et $hoot1n'g o ) Punk w. amiVan (younger) I. :, T . ‘ ;.1‘:'
{ ' : R . '_ ' -‘ Se: Blck" L o T Suur und Juk D.. TR B . s - r\

-

".-m-uy Shoo:. IR nnd m: R S AP

Yoo e e e ~Pi¢n1c Lunch‘ ea e ',L L anuy S. , San H nnd Hu'gsre: E. o R

N L . Lot L " . T ARS Tty
e E * '~' j4 .' ‘-._Officill Schedul:l.ng & Scoring~ : John J. .lnd John D. N
. e Sane utignnents as: lnt yeu -v it Jeu cln't do 1:, lec ne knw.w i __'* B ," ' .

7'1“ ' : _POOD: The Svinhs vul luve r.he Bar-B-ng lglin this year. soms GOOD!H T e T e T
.. Lo vt Oole Salv'vill also be furnished and feu choice fegl: of l:hll:l!.ngl . L S
T .- * - for :hou vnh be:u: ‘taste! . & ~ S . Ny > .
',' ' S - lxd.n; cnough hmburgen, papeylatn,. mlla and drinka for youx‘ T 5 .
Lt L - e !nnily. L ) e . . : .
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: . oo ... <.~ o The Femily Calendar . '*. . oo L7 il o)

o @ XTI In addition to. aecular and religioua holidays; the fam:lly has o
Tl <o ‘ : - r', ‘ “

created its own calendar of spécial celebrations.etvlf an occasion 1s

4 ..:':'

| ')* : R sueceest’ul, itm.gzv become ‘a; regular thing, which meane that new

evente are contmlly being incorporated 1nto the family tradition. g "

Jr—

- " ‘ . g.-f . Birthday par;iea, part:lcularly those for the oldeet membere of the

i q ’ "':"‘ e .
S family, often become large annual family 'celebrations. Some continue‘

. v

; for twenty or; thirty years. Every few years new pnrties become estab-

oo

. ‘f-.~ ' 1isH.ed traditions, while old ones are discontinued.ol.lthough some l L " o

Several years ago I helh a square dance :Ln my home for the first : = o : e

BRSNS time, and relatives suggested that 1 hold it every year at that time...f ’.

* _ - Now the party is an annual occaaion. About eight yeare ago, a boat. B z i,

4

e trip down one. of the rivers 1n the state was adopted as an annual °trad-‘

L3 ST ¢
[ SR . ~‘.-,, _ Y 1
0

;.;. Tl ition hy aome of the young men. The tradition en‘ded after aome of the w
¥ ._’ "~.[ : ,

. 39 £ men got marr:led. About twenty yeara ago, the five daughters of Ida and

R . Hugh Ervin and their double—first cousins, the daughters of Hildred and

HE o LR .j.'"rf Benton Dargan, started the "Sisters Houseparty.- Suter Ervin told me ‘,T ' .
how it became a tradition.; T P R IR

s : e Cin Lt o :
ero - S L
! AR Just every now’ and then when we'd get together at the [

S N Fourth of July. or Christmas’ or somdéhing 1ike that, ‘we'd. talk .

S s L about, - you know, how- sad it was we didn't get, together. vety»‘ ST

Ao e ._‘,',much ‘So, one time we decided’ to. try to have a house. party @ ..ol
woese L with: the ten: siatere, five of ‘each.” 'T. think the. first‘t:l.me s X

T S we had one we left, ‘they 1eft about’ forty some odd children at

§ I V L f_-‘.home with various and assorted h sbands - and aunts and’ grand-f B

I R R ,gmothers and th:l.nga like that. aughs] And ve had such a’




.

' "'-than cotton. Farmers ;:an not as eao:l.ly leave it to the care of ‘an. over- -

-~

"‘_‘"..” "just have such a good time’ rem:l.nisctng about the things ve

- good time -that we.jutt decided to. make it an' annual occas:lon., ",-',:'1'.‘_"' s T
"And we've dome it every "year now. for at least fifteen years, - - .- ' .. -
or-longer. . § don't know how long ve've had 1t. But, uh, we - % B

. used. to do,. things that happened to. us. We can just- Taugh X Sl "
. and laugh- and~laugh:- The same tales we tell over’ and over~ S e
- are still funny.. (TB) " T o : o

k Since Earming hns been the meln occupation 1n the comunity over o
- -,/ ' RN

the yearo. the patterns of 1eisure have been deeemined in part, by

L,

_",the farm year. Changes :ln farming have brought chenges 1n the fem:lly 8 T iy
o i . o .

holidayo and traditional cele‘brations.‘ The cultivation of cotton 88 . l
--:~-the mejor cropqunt:!!: the arrival of the boll wee d he Depression ’ ,'.:‘,";‘ ¥

/

) 1eft several months of the year relatively free for vacat:l.ons. When e, .

* .the plowing was finished in l.ate June or early July, cotton was. "laid-

‘\by" unt:ll the fall harvest. . Many famil:les took long sumner vacat:lons,' u"‘ o

4%y

) and Bome had summer homes away from t‘he malarial wetlands near the

e . - -:‘

.r:lper. : Health springs and mountain resorts were popular places to

. ‘.:the busiest t:hne of the farm year. 'Iobacco also has more y:ages of o

escape the mooquitoes and heat.r Fa ers pm:ticipated very little 1n

the actual lah%r of Earming, often depend:l.ng on the overoeere to manage °

..

. . <
while they were vacationing._;v,. s el

c . ,.,. .

‘ ‘ "proceesing before-marketing, and 1t has to be watched more carefully

P PR

seer a8’ they could vith cotton. i : .'-' U PRI
i ‘ Frank Hilliamson recalled the time a relative came to vis:lt the S '»j.'j-: i
R e o “:. J7 .‘;" R L .
- ". ~ . . . .ﬁ ‘.:‘ ‘1-; -"‘ ,’:_ c- . .'_ .
o ) . . L Z;. .
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c O family after a long period away from the comunit}f‘ _ At ,the end of ’

;the day, he remarked to Frank's fat:her, f'Cbuein Ben. 1 thought farming

Ca .

T __\iff: ) Awap d gentI'r‘} 8. occupation. when did it get like thie?" : “Hhen we

. '|-""

e etarted growfng tobacco, was the reply.,

The addition of soybeane andxorn as m&jor crops, ‘the usé of heavy

L SN R .
. e L

\ T _%hinery to. replace farm labor, the use of herbici‘dee and more ferti- BT :

"" ‘ "', Ij_zers, and the participation of farmere in . the day\to day work have ’ RS o
. | brought more changes in the patterna o£ work and leisure A farmer of
. . my generatinn poihted out one ‘"difference between tgu:ee ge“el‘auons of A ‘/ ;
¥, 1farmere 1“ his fa.mil}’-’ Hil 8randfather always vore a white shir&, and\& ) \ o
- ) °‘ -tie on the farm and worked,solely as manager, of the farmi ng Operation, " :
| although hj d:td repair machinery on the plaee.'.;ﬂe— felt: that his son, : I“ )
/who wore ' e b“t “°t a "hite Shift participated tpo much :I.n ‘the’ actual.. S °
R @abor Tl;e‘present generation wears neither ‘a tie nor ‘a whi.te shirt and ) | : .
* \ " .:~ their father feels that the;\&omt;o;uch of the day to day 151,01. G ,' L . ;
PR | Ned Darzan. a. F'mar, described the present farm year. . :' .' " v j.' 1, e ‘

T "".You-work_year—round on tobacco. We,’ Btartin in November, :.'-' S
we get the, tobacco plant beds ready for the next *year.  You , 1 . R
L ve to'get them fertilized aid treated, fumigeted for weed. . . . /-5 T N }
e T ‘control and kill, for nematode control. Actually start, in oo ' ARSI
T - O¢tober: October, November, ‘December.: Then we plant tobacco Co :
beds’ in January and’ February. . We oftemr don 't plant them all ° AP S
. . the same'time,because it's best to vary your timing on it.," - Ly
", ... 'Aud, uh, but during. the winter, except. for that' we start plowing' . : '
L -", --the land. . And January ‘and February — things are not so .pushing -
© .77 7 thed -- you just catch up on odd jobs' fix fences' and ‘so forth, PR
© .- and” plow on the good days, when the weathier ig suitable. And do . - - = 7
L oo e vpodstwork' too, burning and work on fire lames, fire linmes. . f o
B And, uh, But your busy time starts in March and April. And . 2
T [vwe ‘have to treat all land now for, uh; with a herbicide for. graee AR

i

Meweson n!

oo s ande veed control. You have to plov ahead ‘of time cf then treat . -
... o . g’- 4t with herbicide.’ But that takes a-long time. We Zgtend that . - .-
o < T upountil - T Just. finished treati:ng for . soybeans June] . .You've

- got to treat tobacco land soybean land and corn land .And 80 i
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s
I i 'Apr:ll and May and June are ‘ﬁrobably your (@xsiest times, e cept
e T for tobaccd gathe¥ing, Then your tobacco gathering 1s " -
3 N ' -;'of your busy time. It takes so mueh 1abor to gather and ut' . o
R S * ' tobaceo ip barns. - . et P T
T J 7 And e "used to when T was-a boy, we'd look fcrrward the L
C - lay-by time. Lay-by tine, # you've ,néver ‘heard of ‘that. Yo -7 .
ey T “-know cotton:.was about the main’ crop in these parts, and. thdn ' L e
s . ¢ottom and*tobaceo. - But. ir; June or early part of July. you N R N
Tt N ST finished plowing dll yo\xr c%ps. You don't want tQ plow them K
P . ¢ "too long..” And you lay~hy:- The last plowing you lay-by. JHen '
e T 4% you plpw it the last time it's laid-by. - And so dlways Looked
T ;7 . forward to “Tay~by time. When you lay-by time then you ‘have') .
L O © - stime to go fishing, or picniciqg and rambling ‘in the woods, We : . . g
I ‘ RN uséed to dg a lot of rambli’ng. Vhat e -called,’ Suriday aftern ons', §
R ‘satd, Met's.go- ‘fambling."™ - We'd jpst go- differerit places we ’ :-" ’ o
.. hadn't. been before or n a long t mk., We'd sometimes walk, He'd 3
T * - get-us a .good stick - a‘{d go throu the woods, field and all.. ) :
N P -jfor five or ten\or fifteen miles, rambl‘:lng. Just to look at things -
o e s e the’ woods,. different places. .‘ S A
T e A But {n the fall of the year, of course, we, uh that s o
SRR I , ,harvest 1me. .Yo harveat tobacco in July and August..' But then B IR
N "',‘you hary .cotton). corn,’ and soybeans- in the fall starting’ eptem- 1.‘ . 3.
ST . _ber.‘ Sept;uber, ‘October,’ Novénmbér.. That's your harvest: . And o
ST o always -Jooked forward to. getting thrOugh ‘gathering ‘cottom,: finish
B A “with ‘cotton and bean sc you have- more time for vacationing or B
SR A hunting. ('1‘7) - o ‘ - I
,‘ . L * . ’ / - (. ) 2
Y Siuce ‘most’ fami}y member' :Ln the communit:y were free t.he same time S
C '{ » ‘-.' of year, they oftegt apent their'vacations togethern The women and t'neir
S R daugh‘ters spent several weeke of _ﬁvery summer in the North Carolina moun— -
. S ., g tains during the 19205 and 308. oﬂnd 1900 ;Pavley 8 Island on the coést
T of South Carolina became a popular 8 er, resort, an‘ﬁ family‘ members
! 11egan spending part of their'sumlner va ations there. Eventually, the _':‘- S
- L -, w111:lamsons, the Howards, and the 'Dargan bougbt summer houses near each -
o fr.,.‘t'.' g other Wthe 1sland L’ r N o o
et e Several fanﬂly tr:lps atand out :ln the emoriee of the generation who .
S \,\‘ grew up during the 20& 