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' CHAPTER 1 ) .

SETTING -
The vill‘ag_e of :Shepberd_'s HarBour is nestled

B . Cy R , T i ’ .
at the »'entr‘eyce‘of a narrow fiord that extends .for over a

r
mile 1nto the’ hllly‘ barq'ens surroundlng .Fortune Bay on

* +

- Newfoundlahd's South: Coast' The barren 1ands are charee‘tenzed

H

by ‘boreal muskeg,/low ground vegetatlon, spmdly spruce,
outcrops or ‘rock, brooks,,shallow ponds, and the occﬂsmnal

meadow.

'I‘he thlck brush usually’ knee hlgh and the many

- form(s stmglng msebts make summer excursmns 1nto

’

thlS ,area a .decidedly ux”rpl‘easant pastwb These barren

grounds whlch are referred to loca]/iy ds 'the Country' 2'
- are’ 5bundant w1th carlbou (genus Ranglfer) , mobse (Alces
ukerlcana) anngame ‘knmm generally as‘ 'wild meat'3
whi ch prov1des an 1mpiyrtant suppl’!:ment to the staple d1et
. of salt flsh ar'ld potatoes. Durlng the winter months the

A e
R —

r Yoo
A sphagnum (peat) bog ‘often found w1th tussock

K . )

.grass, a thick.wet deposit'of partially decayed vegetable

~ o

<« matter found in: Arctlc and subarctl,c reglons.

-l

.

. / Ihroughout the text., terms or- phrases which are.

- part. of” the local idiom will be enclosed within single
quotation-marks; direct quotes w111 ‘be placed w1th1n ‘
double quotatlon marks : .';)

< . .- ’ RIS _e

. - 351aughtered domestlca.te-d meat by comparlson, is
knowr " as 'fresh medt!.

ot

~N

-\b

-t




a,

men take advantage of the increased ease of overland
travel to hunt these animals deep in the interior of the
island. Prior to the introduction of the snowmobile in

1970, men. in groups of two or more would go for week long

forays in search .of wild game. Their means of travel

- . . »

e at that time was ‘by dog téam'andvfelide' 4 Hunting trips

e

"are now usually less thah a week long since the snewmobile o

cuts down travel tlme.‘ Be&lde this larger form of géme,
there are great numbers QE mlgratory blrds wh1ch v151t
the 1sland annually and add varlety to the d1et. Popular ’
spec1es‘hunted 1ne}ude.‘ geese, ducks, ptarmagan partrldge,
‘puffin, ﬁturr;, and 'ice- blrds"
Lo - Table 1 oﬁ‘page'S, providee information on New-
| foundiand weather. Unﬁgrtuéntely: up—to—date,‘defeiled
) _ ,Lwinformatio; is not ateilable for the Fortune Bay area.
o fhe material presented below, hbwever _presents a general
o ~._ idea of the cllmate, although it was gathered at the
}/- ) _ ' Gander weather offlce approx1mately 150 miles northeast
. of Shepherd's Harbour. ) ‘ R
. . A u o . . i

SETTLEMENT AND HOUSING

-

. S The earllest whlte 1nhab1tants of Shepherd S

-

Harbour are reported.to have spent thelr flTSt winter in -

. . 'stone houses'. These. structures were ot actually houses,

; .

3

e

|

4'Sllde' is a local term for sledge, usually used

for heavy duty hauling,; and resembles the komatik used
by Labrador Inuit. :

PRSP SURE T




K Average Aﬁﬁuai:]j . e .
- Extreme Minimum: S e
Temperature~ - - . *6°f ~ . 1963 | . -17.2°f *~1957

k)

L TABLE 1 ' ~
Temperature, precipitation and sunshiﬁe:
figures for Gander, Newfoundland, 1937-1974
» V Range A .
Characteristic: _ High (Xear) - Low Lxearf

Average Annual
Extreme Maximum .

Temperature . ,91.0°f | 1946 - 82:0°f - 1969 -.

i -

" Averagé Annual

Total Rainfall .- 38.13 ims.. 1950 ° 17.17  -1962

Average Annual .. . . . N _
Total Snowfall ° 238.0 +ins. 1966 77.47 1951

Average Annual - ~ A
Total Sunshine 1860 hours 1972 1198 +1940 -

Source: Environment Canada, 19f4,'Annua1 Meteorological

‘Summary - 1974 and Long Term Record, 1937-1974,. %

Gander: .Gander Weather Office.
& W e -

.
s,
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lUnfortunately, no hlstorlcal or archaeologlcal data is -

L began to bu11d 1n\a protected southern cove ~and around a

".po1nt yhere mos people TLOW - llve. Famllles moved further.;:

terd to be found on the rocky cllffs. .The"landwash'

zconstructlon sinfe it is COn51stently the flattest. area

- and prov1des eas

~When they were not in thelr dories catchlng flsh they

a‘lald over lattlcework and spruce boughs to be dried in .the sun.

Ry
3 A

but clusters of‘large slabs of roch which protruded from : ;
the protected'side of-a hill and were enclosed on all-

but one slde. According to local tradition, the first

inhabitants enclosed these shelters with rough'hewn hood_

14

and spent their flrst w1nter thus protected from the elements.

~

ava1lable to substant1ate thlS tradatlon.- Wooden houses

are reported to: have been f1rst constructed at the entrance ‘ 'f'

of the harbour. Later, as more fam111es settled they V: “?i

&

down the harbour\at a gradual but: steady pace as the
-populat1on grew.~ Older houses . tend to be 51tuated on the
'landwash' (water s edge), whlle the more recent dwelllngs~"

*

was con51dered to be the”most desirable;site for housel &

B

\

access' 0 the harbour

1

Durlng the early period . of Shepherd‘s Harbour s

hlstory me flshed 1nten51vely 1n and around the harbour. ; o
were back in the harbour on. thelr 'stages'5 and adjoining

'flakes!6 preparing the fish for‘market. For these. reasons,

“' . . ?

S'Stages‘ are wooden wharfs which jut out into the l
harbour and usually contain a small wooden.building kniown
as a store' ‘where: salted fish and gear are kept SRR [

61F]akes! ,. are wooden platforms-where slated flsh is’ -

9

T,
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. along w1th\the fact that the dory was. the major meansi

of transport t1%§, easy access. to the Water was-a neCGSSLtY
As shore 51tes\€ecome less abundant, the sons .of shore
' * . . [ .

_residing meh tend to build their homes up the cliffs -

- 'fYom théir, fathers\ ‘houses -and share their fathers'
'stages'. .

' \‘ - ‘ t

. There; are‘twd ‘rchltectural styles prevalent 1n

’

most Shepherd's Harbour

.v r.

two story vaglety, rectan'a

l

lar in shape w1th elther a'f"

flat or sllghtly slanted ‘l:ft troof) The other is, a

wooden bungalow, usually one tory hlgh w1th a pltehed

\
roof Houses are brlghtly pa1n“ed and well kept thelr'

tlny gardens neatfy bounded by

1cket fences and. footpaths

surfaced wrth smooth shlny stones

older homes, one c¢an f1nd a number 0
' AR

Around mostjof.xhe

. small outbulldlngs,‘

2 Y

"used over ‘the years to store a var1et

~

gepds.lncludlng £1sh gear, fuel tools\ 11vestock food

of spec1a112ed

and generators. /

Much concern 1s g1ven to’the care of the 1nter10r'

order of the house as well as the exterlor Women con51der

the states of the1r houses espeC1a11y of the1r k1tchens,.<‘

W

“to be d1re¢t reflect1ons,upon themselves as good housew1ves.

) -
: The most,premlnent feature of any V1llage home 15 the '

K

kltchen. It is- the Center for famlly and soc1al act1V1ty,

wz
\~§-

it 15 the room wherewmeals are- taken,'school work is o .

completed and where v151t1ng and relaxat1on take place—-

P

i.essentlally whej% most t1me 1n the home 1s spent ' MQst ;2"- h

ouses. One 1s the more-tradltlonal

3
:
bE
1
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1
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h.x guests are entertalned or where weddlngs or wakes are held

~: monthSdue to lnadequate heatlng.. It 1s not so much a ‘ j: fﬂﬁ.:f*

: B .
Co 8.
. . .

kltchens are 51tuated.on the 51de of the house fac1ng the

. . N - . . PO ]

center of the v111age wtth generous W1ndows that 1et in ?:

'sunllght on the often cloudy days and prov1de the Qccupants EEER o

p

with a. v1ew of the comlngs and g01ngs w1thin the harbour. ”i

Standard f1XtureS that complete the k1tchen 1nc1ude ' ;“j' o

*,

large kltchen table and chalrs, usUally Sltuateﬂ 1n front

°f 2 ‘“nd"w @ Stove burnmg wood on“or both The e

' daybedf (foldaway bed] where one ﬁ

-~ can usually f1nd a ch11d adult qr cat napplng. SR f“. "‘“Efjh:f

{ The~'51tt1ng room' _1s usually adJacent to the fu {“h“f‘

Ve

kltchen and is: often closed off‘from use 1n the w1nter

-

coa ‘. A P c .
R e . . PR A .
. ARG S ' . . oo .-
- N .. a T e P - - : 4 el
- Lo < . R PO o
PRI SITEYELS e . . A TR Aae Mo BF w
e irns0 b PR .. A . - X : ’ .

t i B s A B

11v1ng room 1n the sense in wh1ch 1t 15 known 1n other

,1 % ‘,_:.-

North Amerlcan homes 51nce most "11v1ng“ 1s done 1n the

kltchen. Rather, the"51tt1ng room' 15 used when spec1al flfffﬁ.u;:;

(»\‘

’ . w

- The rest of the house 1é usually taken up bf txny bedrooms

pantrles and over the last several years,,lndoor bathrooms."

In the past chlldren bathed 1n the kltchen, and adults

L Pl 7 Out of flfty “tuo, households only four have e1ectr1c
' ranﬁes, gne of Wthh came w1th the moblle home in whlch at
is housed. Fa el T ,. e [
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pots were usually kept beh1nd a-screen. 1n the bedroom L

[N ‘ 59 g o)

and were used by women a?ﬂ gzrls. Men, who were usually oL

.& .\out of the house, would use holes cut.&ﬁ the floor\\fvl-:;é g »:?

thelr-‘stores{ Wthh overhung the water. The duty ‘of

."' -
1
ok

..

uctlon of g gravel roa

.’- = «a

';conStﬁ

: boundarl

27

had to he made

egulaﬁes the emp;ylng of tH"chamber pot w1th the young
i unmarrled teenage:" 'girls.a t:the bottom, the young: marrled
o WOmen iy ‘the-middle: and. the 'ldest marfled women (w1th'
.4 cﬁlldren) at ‘the’ top. . Due.t St
:v1r110ca11ty, theneﬁwere fr uently several young un-
marrled wcmen‘ln the household at;, one tlme. "




. TN T P T = = .
N o s il ~ . . -
. . . - ¥ | ' - - x . i e a 5 "
P . ; B ' - P & b ax”
e s - i B e " S - -~ , - : = Enge 5% a
. 13 cHls . > o' " " 2} o
: P i & - & . ' ] * e Iy R . . . _'
. . o ~ 5 “ o 2 S .- . a [ i
o E 3 v -‘ «' o - " .;,-,. . i -, o - s i
of thelr property for the constructron of’ the road y - f me T g O gl
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* - s Many people purchased automoblles before the rgégﬁyas S —_—
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L Cove, two v111ages away, and would take the steamer the P W ' s

B = g, . G :: rest of the way to Shepherd's Harbour. On hlS way back

35‘;2.5"' : he would catch the steamer for Sthooner 5’ Cove and then
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proceed to St” John s V1a automob11e, By the tlme the

i"';: of the way.\ The road radlcally“changed_f

%f;;jlﬂ'i- of their moblllty ~'Now nearly every.honsehold has an

” ',wa. 1 _automoblte or’ access to- oneK People no 1onger need tp- )

C if.f- rely‘;n the'coastal~steamers or 1nterm1ttent flsh coIIect1on ;ﬂ"' 'ﬁi' 'f
f; : ;E-lifr}”:_: boats. for gfansportatlon.' VlllageTS» C°“1d if they i -i:;i'l.:ﬁ'i'::ﬁ';
f;-;ﬁ;,.»z—;_ ;ﬁ' cared dr1ve straight to St John i the cap1ta1 -, one : ,i : ‘ f
?ié?}?j:*jxaf'-l day or go for a short v151t to nelghbourlng v111ages:.; ifi. t.}h-;';flfk;
ixgh;}iingfxi Desplte tH fact women st111 remaln less mob11e than =..{5, | | .
t“:ilef“‘&;:,%lf men, though thlS 51tuat10n 1s grmdually changlng.ep}flﬁifqu

,ng“f&figf ot The road has affected V151t1ng patterns i the v111age ?[jh'”‘

et 5=

W LA ﬁ;?'ﬂzlf as well. Sunday tradltlonally 1nvolve& ‘a, patte?h of
.o ‘e gy e o n "~v“°'" te ) g o ok ).:w'. . sl L
;ﬁ:‘~?“ W ngth few fam111es holdlng deeds to thelr land 'i; .ﬁ'"‘é;qujgj
property ownership.-continues to be generakly. amblguous. e M
‘Bitter controversy arose ‘when:some families’ §aw allior . .o oot ol

part of 'their Iands.. go- to road .construction, - This 51tua~‘ﬁ w0 1
tlon wag, communicated.to.me’.by. a: few key 1nforman£s yet - ,.'1~
:E;asked about ‘the issue: dlrectly, most:. v1llagers attempted —~L
nvey an aura of fr1endly communlty sp1r1t; '~wt ¥ ;.“-.'mtj.l._; L

. e oF o - K ‘o m = . e o o mem Y -
g ;z- o A £y ,: e o ¢ 4 2 B, By o 15 o
o SO TRl 3 Tr et & e
i rav o A b o ATe W
LN Sl (PPN e N

Dur&ng the tlme of thls research most m1dd1er T T e
S aged mén:‘and, pracfically.’alliyoung men; had drivets '« .n. T LT ot g
'.3_'..,l1censes. Only three ‘women, were 11censed drlvers.. o a.h

by e P of actuaIly f1n1shed One ‘man kept hlS car 1n Schooner s % ]f' L
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visit1ng ftom housekto house. Wlth the advent of the road

familliz;began to gé for Sunday ;1des to ne1ghbour1ng e

e

villages to- VlSlt fahlly and frlends; or drlve to a road31de

-restaurant mlles away fox 'Sunday supper' 11’ A “
o ¢’
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coastal steamer for‘
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§hephe‘d's Harbour relled upon the 5

e
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d at the home of the'shopkeeper,
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relght’ ! .

cold plate of meats,

1 'Sund suppe L, iist usually)a.
eets., Followed by

potato salad Jcole’slaw-and;p [ ckle
usweets and tbaﬂ - o o g

1 -

- rasarlcaed to the flfty two hOUSeholdS w1ah1n the V111aga

. and to'two other v111aées on the opp051te shcre offFo;tune P g
! Bay connected by,nnderwater cable.i Prlor tb the lnstal- AR
. 1ataon of the presep; systpm ;ﬁe‘v111age was~§eryed by,, ;:fj‘f

f Harbour in the early.1960'. .'uf;i"f ﬂif*_:;‘wﬂ;j”‘?iﬁ
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'Heatlng 011 i

3_ in- popularlty 1n recent years.

'télevisiqns and other small appliances during'the~nlght,

hours. Co-operative ownership of these generators tended

to follow k1n t1es between fathers and sons in the same

A manner in whlch rlghts to 'stage' use and land were reckoned.

In 1970 a powerho e with a d1ese1 generator was, bu1lt

for the v111age Wlth provlnc1al funds, supplylng serv1ce ‘

-

! to all the hquses on a twenty four hUUr ba51s. Before

‘~'.felectr1c1ty 011 lamps were used for 111um1nat10n, and

‘ gcooklng was done on wood or cdal burn1ng stoves. As 1ate

:nAias the m1d 19603 coal boats from North Sydney, Nova

i

) :_Scotla would call at all the' small V111ages along the Southgf.'
coast in the Autumn Women, cﬁgldren and men (1f they were ,i EA
o home from the flshery) would ‘put away the coal. P051t10nf

1ng the1r dormes near the~coal boat they wQuld'unloadhthég»‘

fuel 1nto thelr dorles and row back to_thelr 'stages“

: ‘where other 'hands'; usually ch1ldren woqld carry bucketf?”
'”lo%ds to the W1nter storage areas located 1n elther a_; |
d crawl space beneath the house\or 1n an outbu1ld1ng Dpei”

to the'rocky terraln cellars could not be bullt w1thout

excess expense? In recent years. coal has decllned in

popularlty ‘dye . to 1ts soot1neSs and cumbersome quallty

nhcook1ng stoves and heaters. 0il fUrnaces havelncreased\"'

I

s N

"

: It’ls common pract1ce to remember dates in’ the,
/past by connectlng them. - to’ 51gn1f1cant events 1n the past,
but they are usually only approx1matlons.“
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now dellvered by truck. and is used in most;"‘
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. 'VIéITING VILLAGES . o
‘As noted by numerous authors n Newfoundland soc1ety '
) ﬁthere ex1sts a phenomenon I refer to here as v1s1t1ng "‘
A v1113ges .- By thls I mean that resldents of one.. V1llage ;f 3;1; &
AR Vlg?%;}conduct economlc transactlons w1th or otherw1se d;ffﬁ'u ~?
coﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁcate W1th other V1llages;q Across the 1sland B ﬁﬁ:;
. B - i
. 5
S jfqu' SR ek EI S fﬁi
',f;fﬁJ' jJ;;rrily7;network of £r1endsh1p,.k1nsh1} and bu51ness t1es (Chlaramonte ;;F ke
vl ﬂ',“'.‘1970 Fams, 19725 Flrestone* 1967) ShePherd 5 Harbour . v
‘ ftover the Years has establlshed a strong relationshlp w1th :iﬂ
’R:the 1arger communlty of Schooner swéore, whléh 1s a ;nenty 3 ’“é}:
: S m11e drlve overlaﬁd E o or a seven mlle trlp by seawi-'t : ;i&
S 1. .‘lee Shepherd'sLHarbout 1t has 1ong been a predomlnantly ﬁéif
7{'Qr-“:“ o : 'lfRoman Cathollc commun1ty and has been 1nvolved 1n the ,{*;‘1;}iji$f"€::‘

U 1nshore and offshore flsherles thrbughout 1ts hlStOTY
R Most Shepherd's Harbour famllles are reputed to be the'-djﬂlj:57*:' ;
DU = decendants of Schooner 'S, Cove famllles. Th1s would date S L

]1* - settlement at around the early 18005‘ as far‘as'most

N

,sources 1ndlcate.- Unfortunately, h1stor1ca1f9

RS

documentatlon

‘for most South Coast v111ages tends to be sparse and

.{,.‘
oL
L
R
Ty
sk

'?Shepherﬁ's Harbour 15 no exceptlon.' In the flrst census fi'

..avail ble for Newaundland Ln 1836, there were eleven~“5”'

.. .
a i na cepen t

*'res1dents of Shepherd's Harbour,'all of‘whom were Angllcan.

[

N

- ";1;- Hv?;;Th ext report ,completed twenty one years later in ;

e 1857, shows a populatlon 1ncrease of nlneteen br1ng1ng L ;‘q31_153
" 't [ I"

.*fdhalpf%ﬂtiflrthe tptal populatlon to thlrty (see Table 2 below) Durlng ‘*;;i ‘§}
: A o 2 DR TISRTEINN




5 = Y
G
& P EANIN
SRy s
“ - %
A o
et
i .
. . v oo
S . 4
. B
B S 2 -
It S
e . :
e
L .
(Y T
. .
.
. . b .
i, » 1
=
5 .
s
B
LT
. .
" :
. "
N .
' . 4
g

telephone exchange 1nc

. 2 - - .3, =
5* a8 e Lo o B
-ty [
. 3 o
= B
o ¢ s '
L) - ¥ . .
" - B
T i o0 ; .
N =ty » Rt B P =
. f 4 '
L L v ] ot . N 5 .
v . Ol va - i ., . ‘ &
I d i R B .
AL . b5 2 S - , 5
e’ . i i T . '
- . ., & . 1S
- - . - L re = b e
5 B o . . ) 5 7 -
B 5 B . , 2 & ] o E
0y . - - A\ 3 g
» . H
. : o] = e * ! Y
o . ) -1 ' o 0 -
B Ci \ i PR
. . D U P
. . 3 3, . q : ' M
» . v LR - E
2 a . . N + + “ L w
i k o LR 3
i’ + 5 ‘o e o
v v « 'y i o
S 3 ‘e L i 1] 3 (X8
i 7 R . . 5 o .
2 i . v o J . % w5 e .3 ; =
o X . < ¢ 3 d ta -
. 0 . IS B s PO 9 3 ’ . N R S
. 20w A . . & RO R 5
. . " . s

thé'same t1me perlod, the Roman Cathollc populatlon of

8 .,..
- 7,
a5

nelghbouting Schooner 8, Cove decimed by nmeteen and the

oo
2

Roman Cathol1c—popu1at16n of Shepherd's Harbour ;ncreased

. 0 =

.
.
e'\, «

by the same number~

w5 Kk

= S'hepherd'-s,
':? Harbour f

1836.4~ Schooner s
3 Co;re

BT P

1857 "‘Shepherd'
Harbqur v \.5

Schoone: $ .
_Coyef‘n

" strong thh more or less secondary t1es to f:he Roman

- ,‘.u -.- ~‘, y

‘CathoIle communlty of Colllne"_ Wh11e the present day

- '
]

..:Au. & .....

2k

Shepherd‘s HarBour and Colllne,_rn 1ts toll.free area'a"

o . e A5
- R s “« K

v11lagers complalnednthat they rarely calle .thosé places

‘..‘._._ "'I.

.but« frequently pIaced ‘calls to Schooner,ns Cove wh1ch was an

.. b .
,1,.4, ,‘,.'

1 Accordlng to local traéitlon thetAngllcan

':fpopulatlon which: was already settled 1n—Shepherd's Harbour

rlor;to the 1836 census came from«Schooner s.Cove. :
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'The Inshore and Offshore Flshenes
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-.‘ il

| :mg ar;d curmg of cod

N T - 524

w}uch wWas bount1fu1 1 Fortune Bay,' as wel'»
and 5a1mon.q : Smce they we;‘e too far away from mercantlle

:

centers, flsh‘nLerchants weuld send out cﬁlecfmg v’esselst-

<

g’ knqwn—:as 'smack boats,.' to the v;llages along the coast

',-“_i-_} to p:u:k up«,&catches.;.,(\ Iobster boat st111 calls &uring the.

.t ‘ o F Ty e 8

season ffromf’May to July.*.f Not only d1d these boats;collect

o f:r.sh for market. oxﬁ-:balt but they promded an. added me‘ans_
L

&
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of transportation and news transmission, a situation not

L4
.unlike that found by Chiaramonte (1978:7) on the Southwest

coast. ) ,

In the late 1800s opportunities began to open up
in Nova Scotia and Newfoundlaﬁd for men to work aboard”
the wooden 'banking schoéners'.lf "With twelve dories

manned by crews of twenty four to twenty-eight 'hands'

v

., the schooners would make voyages lasting as long as nine

to ten months, taking: the men away from thelr villages

from March to October or Novamher Even though vessels -

v ‘

would make bi- weekly returns. to port offload1ng their.

haul the d1;taﬁce.to Shepbgrd's4Harbour was usually too

far and the time ashbre too short for men to retuln home

to thel; families. The men would try t6 make at least

one trlp ﬁome at mid—cruisevﬁreferably for May twenty-foufth
celebratlons (i.e., Victoria Day, the official celebration
of the Queen s blrthday and tradltlonally one of the biggest
celebrations out31de of_the 'twe lve dgys of Christmas'.
[Christmas eve to Ephiph;ny]).i:Retufning at mﬁd-ﬁay was
Ialso iﬁportant because the men could:help Qreparé the land
for the planting of vegetable gardens.' Upon the close of
the schooner f1sh1ng season; in late fall or early W1nter,
the men would return home from Nova.Scotla or othng;
Newfoundland ports via coastal steamers and or smaller

ot ‘7

14'Bankmg schooners' were termed such because

they fished the many banks in the Northwest Atlantlc.

Nrear el A
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_ their own cod "and sold it along with herring, salmon and ‘i
' RN

18.

’
i

boats, laden with a year's provisions. A sample of the

cargo included: flour, shgar, molasses, beans, cotton,
lamp oil, shoes, clothing, tools, crockery, furniture,

]
and any other miscellanea they or their familjes might -

need during the course of the coming year. _.—-"~

"

Their réturn was}fglicipafea by .their wives and

' —

¢hildren, fo old fisherwife‘remarked, "this p&ace-

some lonesome in them times...just women and chil'en, -

t'was all there was". The men played an important role
in the sub51stence routine which 1nc1uded among other

:duties: the slaughterlng of sheep, hogs and cattle

Q

e

hunting wild game, and the’'cutting and storlng of the .

winter's supply of wood. Groups of men, usually kip, -

would go on to the barren grounds at this time, in search %
of caribou and moose. Expeditions of-this soTt were

usuéily sucgeﬁsful, providing enough game ('wild meat')
along with damesticatéd meat ('fréShAmeaf') slaughtered -
in the fall to sustain families throughout thejylnter

Caches of game and meat were hung from the rafters of

'<tores’ to be frozen by the cold temperatures Because oo :

of its preservatlve qualltles, the frost was known as,

'the God's frost'. While an 1ncreasxng nimber of men

became involved in the schooner fishery and later in the
. - e
dragger fishery, there were still men who opted to stay at

- home. These men fished locally with nets and traps, cured

lobster to the merchants and fish'colléctors: Most men

st e e e e £




either fish in the inshore or offshore fisheries exclusively,
while a handful still divide their time between the two.

The Dragger Fishery

With the advent of World War II the schooner fishery

wds curtalled due to the threat of submarlne attack by
the Ge;man navy. - For the maJor;ty of schooner flshermen
in'fhe‘village thls meant a»search for an~alternat1ve:
means of support for themselves and thelr/famllles. Only ’
- a few meh had suff1c1ent trawl gear _lines and outfits
to make purSU1ng the 1pshore flshery a v1ab1e economlc
enterprlse. Many of the men who elther 1acked the gear
to fish ‘or the cash to purchase it had no, recourse butq
to take jobs - as comstruction workers at the United
States Army and Navy installatiohs-on joihvfhe.mérchant
navy}1§ However, none‘of the men from the village joined.
thie ‘military service. - o

'\‘ "‘In the late 1950s, the last of the schooners
sailed out to the fishiﬁg_groundSAand th: fishery convert@d
to-steel draggers. Many of thé:mon'who worKed for Nova .

Scotian concerns remained with them after the transition

15Most schooner fishermen were unable to acghmulAte~

cash savings from the year's earnings. The bulk of their
wages weént toward the purchase of provisions: and or ,
manufactured goods which they..acquired from a merchant. '
Fishermen from Shepherd's Harbour reported that on many

" occasions the cwner of the schooner and the merchant was

the same man. Thus very little of their cash wages ever:
were brought back to the v1llage at the. end of the cruise.

1

2

-
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¥

period while others-either transferred to existing

~

Newfoundland companies or joined newly formed cempanies

lon the{island. The life of the fisherman, however, , did
not;change much., As deck haﬁds they still worked at,
*gutting’ 'heading"aad-'filleting' fish durlng any one

of the three round the clock ShlftS, on cru1ses that

lasted from’ twelve to fourteen days with only a forty- elght
gbour ehore leave.‘ At least w1th changes 1n transportatlon
fishermen were able to return home more frequently than
‘their forefathers Separatlon nonetheless remalns a _“
hallmark of fhelr l1ves V “ e )
Aside f?om JQbS either in the 1nshore er offshore
"flshery, there are only few fufl- or part—tlme jobs
avaLlable*wathln the village. ‘Land ;obs‘16 are considere&
desirable, especially by wives who wish their husbands
would not have ib be away so much. Actﬁally,fthe desire'ie;”
sémewﬁat untealistic in that: (l) 'land jobs"within the
immediate conflnes of the village are scarce and largely

’ 17

‘'seasonal,” ' ‘(2) most do not pay well enough to malntaln

[y

16Four'men from Shépherd's Harbour have )obs outside -
the village, 'commuting on weekends from St. John's, Come-by-
Chance, and Marystown. One is a mason, two are employed at
an 0oil refinery and- the fourth works as a welder at ‘the
Marystown shipyard. Aside from one carpenter, the shopkeeper
and two. highway workers there are no full-time JObS avall-
, able to“men }n the v1llage o . . 7
l7Dur1ng the w1nter months when the weather makes
fishing conditiorfs hazardous, the prov1ncLal government. subsi-
dizes "community initiative programmes" or better; known locally
as 'winter works'.  Under thé aegis of this annual program the °
-village men have constructed a: community center with a seating
capacity of approximdtely 300-400 people, .an-extension .to the
. school house,and abadly needed foot bridge connecting the East
side of the. V111age ‘to the West. During the winter of.1974-75

they maintained these structures as well asuudenlngthe gravel
road inside the v111age BEERERE L
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the high standard'of living that practically every family

in the village now enjpys, and (3) jobs not related to

H

'fishing do not hold the same prestige and reepect”as do

18 .

fishing. jobs. A good.trip-could"bring a ship's engineer,

for example, ‘a§ much as several thousand dollars,la b ad

, tr1p, as 11ttle as One hundred Draggermen receive a

set rate accordlng to the current prlce of flsh If the

haul 15 exceptlonally large the men recelve a bonus from ';;

the company.; Men‘s salarles can fluctuate from crulse.

B

to crulse dependlng on the fluctuaxnon of resource and :
f1sh prlces I9. . Nonetheless, Shenherd's Harbour is Qne of .
the most progperous v1llages on. the South Coast for as.
Table 3 111ustrates, here 15 a large proportlon
of hlgh level: flshermen as well as deck hands 1n the
v1llage When seen in conJunct1on w1th the rel;tlve .‘
aﬁfluence of the v1llage and the almost 100 employment
(among males), these people 1ndeed enJoy a'hlgh standard
of 11v1ng in comparlson to many other Newfoundland
vrllagee._ . '

R O

v
- [

The 1mportance of f15h1ng as .an’ aspect of malef

"1dent1ty ise dlscussed at. greater length in the. Conc1u51on

l

lgPeople rarely dlscuss f1nanc1a1 matters openly
and frankly., It is a popular habit to falsify the amount
of one's (or one's "husband's) pay cheque. K The ob;ect ‘
be1ng ‘to inflate ‘the amount, only "to a bellevable level -
but never to dlsclose the exact amount..

S
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| TABLE 3 L
OCCUPATIONAL. CLASSIFICATIONS HELD BY MARRIED
MALES IN SHEPHERD'S HARBOUR ABOARD OFFSHORE

. : ) o FISHING VESSELS, 1974‘20 '

v ;
- Captain.‘.'.........

'Englneer eien a'e e

T -Mate...__. s

L Bo atswaln. . ‘-.lf.' Caws e

T De’ckhand., i s s s e

4.\\..,_‘_‘ E

...'Q .“’ - N 3 :".3_",-' :._" ) _‘

"\"WOMTEN'.;'S SUBSISTANCE ACTIVITIES B ij B A IR &

R

4-

.o The subsmtence act1v1t1e5 of Shepherd's Harbour S

women have changed radlcally smce confederatlon21

’ ‘L
o s S i

| '°,’,‘ A '1949, . Tradltlonall)ﬂ they have taken an active and g;ro-;,:'.‘ |

ductlve part 1n the processlng of flsh In the 1891

N
s it

‘ ( 330) cens?us of Newfoundland and Labrador,,under the .

A

-2 No data on occupatlonal c1a551f1cat10ns Was".
collec‘ted among unmarried malis,. but by..and’ large most. TS
. were deckhands: - It should also.be “hoted -that for’ the SRR N
.. last four categomes,. eJEcept .cook,’ the. personnel may . ' IR AP
- shift from-cruise ‘to. cruise,.so that a-man .may:" he a deckhand e f
'~ one trip and mate-or-‘boatswain the next..’ Captaips and . - I
© engineers‘do*not shift® inwthis’ manner 51nce llcenses oL

T _must bE acqulred for. these p051t10ns : ; ' y

PR In 1.949 the 1sland of Newfoundland then 8.
'Bntlsh posse551on was- offered. independence from the
4 Creym... Newfoundlanders ‘had. thg soption-to join- Canada ; : .
‘ the JUnited. States, ‘or be a soVereign body. . They chose - 1 . .
L Canada and’ became~ the tenth confedex@ provmce in that SRR

*

year. - o
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' chtegor&."eatching ana»turiném noteS'that'with'a:noﬁulation4
) 4 of 138 persons theze Mere twenty nlne ﬁlshermen, all of : 5
) ‘ - whom flshed and cured cod, and twenty two women who worked
' ~on the shore operatlon. The' method used to cure cod e 0
15 a: t1me consum1ng operatlon requlrlng keen Juogement about
o . 1 hlghly changeable weather cond1t1ons and.etandards of ;@f} .
: -.”;}‘ ;" : 'quallty control for salteo flSh.: The curtnﬁ &f f1sh 1s a. }::;{-

.ﬁ} ”ﬂéz ;“g;!‘ task shared by both menland women.“ The men catch the flSh

hR: ;3{'$C"fi and sprlnkle them w1th lafers of coarse salt.é-After thls
2 B ot "‘uff",'i" :
o B the women place the flsh on the 'flakes' to dry for several

.é'nr.f 'f O -weeka Optlmum dry1ng condltlons‘lnclude sunny days w1th
oy O 'f;. A iow level of molsture in the alr and a good breeze..:
. . L 5 P J ‘_ v £ 0 .

T, o ol One of the lxmrtatlons of th1s process “is’ that Sauth Coast

":5{;‘=,-J_E weather.ls changeableé MOften 1t can' be sunny 1n the ‘ f
e P e 1” mornmng and ralnlng by - the afternoon.~ Not only must the

B R
ot

. '.='.}if-é any t1me that ra1n threaﬁens.z% U f}f- oo lﬁ'ﬁ{{i'aia ¥ S
% o T @ A * ."H'f'“: e, L TwoL
S T SRS As an ad;unct to the curlng process some womenﬁ-f .

A f Bad g TR Y e : s ‘B T L= o7
A L T ran small seasonal 1obster cdnn1ng operatlons during the s

B g b _ﬁ'.' 19405 hnd’lQSDs. Entrepreneurs from Harﬁ”ur Breton @nd i

i eng j" :1{'1, Grand Bank WOuld d1str1bute 1n3truct1ons and.wooden crates'

ey, a‘ " . “: . - ;'_- . -:,' DR .. N - : "‘-r. ',: -~.-: » : i":' ,'. E g ) :‘:, . --:

”i. ‘{' :'t .,T:f" 22For a more detalled account of the curing process,

ak Baw see (F1restone' 1967) S . - A ; LA

\ -

flsh be put out each day, and turned durlng the course offa:\‘x

':d'w;}._”:'i the dax, but they must aIso be taken 1n at nlght or at 3?’3%3."
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of one pound cans to women throughout Fortune Bay, com-
m1551on1ng them ta pressure ‘can thelr husbands 5 cagches

for sale in the:United States and Canada. . s hb

\gddes the care glven to thelr famllles,23 ~ S

'-women domlnated the areas of anlmal husbandry,z4 gardenlng,;s

.;}tweaylng,zs needlework sewxng, knlttlng and qu11t1ng,

@TﬁFamxlles had at 1east one’mllk cow,‘a flock of sheep_ -

'*and occ351ona11y, a hog,; :rckens and geese._ Every

ffhousehold had 1ts OWn m11k house where fresh m11k was

‘9@stored, along w1th a supply of churned butter,tand

'crudd’s cheese" or farmers' cheese.; Agrlculture was
- . . IRV R

A}ijtcarrled out 1nten51ve1y desplte the” small amount of ;‘::3 . t*’jl

B R T
\ 'ff.”ff'},."iﬂ;(;f;arable land ava11ab1e w1th1n the conflnes of the v111age. e
I L Ylelds contlnued to grow at an 1ncreas1ng rate, meetlng 1
e r~the demands of the grow1ng populatlon as more land was
. -iycleared for agrlcultural purposes.: One author (Matthews f
AN ,T\‘;t,}1973) notes that the 1ntroductf%n of the potato durlng the R
T < “fimld e1ghteenth century probably had a substant1a1 effect 5 L
;1:5;55 ;75“ff"iuon settlement. The generally poor and rocky qua11ty ;‘;;
Ry T ”‘.z : ' 'L'” R , K
R 23Women o maintalned a wealth of knowledge
' '-,about herbal remedles and ‘folk medicine, - There yas TR
.- always at least ‘one woman- who' knew’ m1dw1fery in. the. V111age;i :
‘.. the last.of which dellvered her: ‘oWn gtandchlld shortly ) '
R ' before her death at 79, 1n 1969 Co . " AT
i '?leTZ;f‘ 24For a. the, foxes were\_,?f ‘raised and sold R
;f-raﬁl.f'?‘for thelr pelts, but the1r care was the respons1b111ty of
‘_'men or thelr sons,-}“.‘ : N Cet
ST PR ] ) sFor a descr1pt1on of weavxng, see (Flrestone"‘,~l RN
;'_1967 : + . i RRPREL S




, the most frequent meal served 1s flsh w1th 1ts constant

:ii\lisettled

”ﬁ"'»‘,prTrERNs OF: SUBSISTENCE _J:’ ’f-"_v"',--l? ‘

;;notlng here._ By far the most 1mportant resource for th;s
‘a‘-coastal communlty has been and st111 1s, the sea.f FOr,

:,above everythlng else, 1t prOV1des the staff of 11fe-~fish

lenclude‘l lobster ocean salmon, scallops, caplln herrlng,,i

o+

[w1thout the potatollt mlght never have been permanently

}for manufactured goods and other items, thelr diet, was
iby and large, v1llage produced An account of thelr /Q'

:ﬁsklllful exploltatlon of the- land and sea seeme worth

g e et e et b § e e
Y te :

-

of Newfoundland soil, does not lend itself to the cultlvatlon
of wheat or other graln ‘crops, but excels Wwith regard to”
_the potato. In many ways,‘the standard Newfoundland

dish- salt flSh ‘and potatoes, 1s an apt symbol for. Newfound—

land . Wlthout the cod chances are Newfoundland

'.‘,would never have beew con51dered for European habltatlon, f‘"

ot Y

oo

- Tradltlonally, Shepherd's Harbour was’ nearly
,self snff1c1ent. Wh11e they were not completely self-

suff1c1ent 1n that they had to rely on out51de markets

2

\Even today, when frozen and canned meat are ava1lable,

¢ r

companlon the potato. Prattlcally every part of the

flsh, save the scales, 15 consumed 1n one way‘or another.-

‘“_fWhlle flllets lead 1n popularlty, cod tongues, cheeks,‘:
?iheads, llver and roe are fam1llar to the 1ocal palate.;)ffr

g Other forms of aquatlc 11£e are consumed as Well and

‘
3

th}'and SQuld From the fresh water lakes and ponds coﬁe *E'JT”"

. .. T s .
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trout in the late spring and early summer, the catching
of which is | favourite pastime ' among young boys. Sea
blrds and! game blrds, being plent1ful in the region,

provide an abundant and welcomed var1e~ty ‘to the dlet

-'Turrs' -pufflns and rice blrds' are. the most common of

the. flTSt type, and partrldge and geese of the second

» In the late sprmg, women, thh the help of tbelr

'-

’ :,\-husbands and c}uldren,‘- 'put 1n" Crops ‘of: parsn1ps,‘ t*urnlps,'.if "
,1:..potatoes, carrots, cabbage, Onlons beets, Cucumbers, -
‘-»\pumpkms a“d savory In a good year one famlly alone

- mlght ‘have produced as much as twenty barrels (at approx1- '

mately 150 pounds per barrel) of potatoes, twenty barrels

of cabbage and several gunny sacks each of parsn1ps,

turnlps carrots, OIllOIlS and beets. Whlle it is rire "to

flnd many” fru1t trees on the 1sland v111agers do’ say that .

ER1

they had apple and pear trees at one t1me. -

‘ ~

The early settlers were hlghly adept 1;n preserﬁng

*

'foo'.d Whlle 'God's frost‘ preserVed caches of meat over .

<

_the w1nter 1t was seen as a mlxed blessmg when 1t came

to savmg the vegetable harvest -To protect the summer s
yleld from ,sp01l1ng v1llagers placed their crops 1n root
. cellars. These cellars cons1sted of p1ts, flve feet
‘-:,deep, walled with stone, and 51tuated -in the general
-_.v1c1n1ty of the house. Layers of straw were placed between )
each layer of potatoes or other root crOps and the ent1re
j‘lplt was’ covered by elght feet of earth In parts of the

v1lllage where rocky outcrops prevented thlS root cellars

v
o
i
T
1
4
}
i
i
.-
t
i
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were dug into the sides of h1115 or mounds, making up

* the’ needed depth
root "cellars were usual ly covered ‘by‘ small wooden roofs
and walls., Cabbage"‘and beets were kept in elther crocks

or wooden barrels , and frequen tly las ted into. the :prlng

when most other food stuffs had be,en depleted Flnally, S

: N seeds were drled and kept from year to. year._:'.. o

leestock were also part of v111age 11fe One )

: elderly mformant noted that in; days past, "Shepherd'

Harbour was’ Just sheep. . .far as’ you could seef" - Every
famlly owned ‘a flock of at least twelve to fifteen sheep"
that would be 'set to'. ov’er the barrens unt11 the end of‘
the summer and sh‘earmg tlme. _Some women'kept two COWs,
if they had adequate pasturage, and wou“ldl sell surplus
niilk to others in’ 'the.v’illajge for cabh ot ki‘nd S'omeon'e;

always ‘kept one oT: two bulls for breedmg purposes w1th1n

the harbour. Oxen were ‘not as popular in Shepherd'
s

Harbour as they were in other vrllages around Newfqundland. Co

Pr1nc1pally, oxen were kept for thelr labour durlng the

' w1nter 1umber1ng season when trees are felled and hauled

over. the snow from the w,oods. Lumbenng in Shepherd'
Harbour Fdld not seem to be extenswe enough to warrant
‘thelr use however._ Hogs were not partlcularly popular
ehther, though some famrl:.es kept them from tJ.me to tlme.

G&rerally, they were con51dered to be 'contrary odrous

and altogether too taxmg an enterprlse .- Hens’ _and_geese, '

' howeyer, were d wel_g:o,me and abundant_ addrti“on_'t,o': the .

Being permanent structures'

e L L



| -'A‘dependent chlldren durmg the 19205.
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i}

livestock -providing both' fresh eggs and a conve‘nien_t and -

economlcal source of meat throughout the year.

Berries were gathered throughout the summer months

and well’into" the autumn, prov1d1ng a much needéd souy%of

'v~1tam1n c, and were also sold to the 'merchant smack'~

boats that pl:Led the waters of Fortune Bay.;‘ Durlng one

partlrcular season, a wldow and her ch:leren p’leed twenty

gallons of partrldge berries (Mltchella repens) The one

= '-_.dollar Rer gallon that she wes pa1d supplemented the rather

- me agre compens atlon allow ante prowded for w1dows and Vo

,

- The dec11ne of Shepherd s Harbﬂfur s relatlve .
self suff1c1ency began dur1ng the late 19405,. When asked

- why they stopped keepmg 11vestock and plantlng gardens,

_'the most frequent answer offered by v1llagers was that

‘it was’ "hard dlrty work"" that it was. "messy,‘smelly nil
'and old fashloned"' and that it. was "'not modern" Super-.:-:'-,
.' N ‘f1c1a11y, these statements seem to be true espec1ally ‘

~l on‘an em1c level Yet there are other factors whlch have -
contr1buted to 1ts declme A As Table 4 fl_ﬁ;trates, h
.~:~popu1at10n was on a, gradual but steady 1ncrease, yet :

ﬂ'the avallablllty of sultable house 51tes and arable land for § .

O

:'1garden1ng remalned stat1c due to the geolog1cal morphology

- of the harbou.r. Even at the helght of thelr productw:.ty
.economy of land use was an 1mperat1ve. Vegetable gardens T

"'_,and hay meadows were llterally at one s door step Da:try

Cee .

cattle and sheep were not permltted to graze w1th1n the “
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' g:'o'nfines of the-village-but, rather, we.re ‘herde.d- "out f;‘v'e*r .

t_he hills.- Good land was si:arce and used 1nten51ve1y ' .

The ‘location of " stag‘eS' .and 'flakes‘ served as extentlons , :

of land. 1nto the harbour,' f;eelng shore areas for- a‘gr.lcultural : !
’ purposesu.‘.‘.' L o B o i, gty U b .‘ :.,,?."_’15' il
= = These 1oca1-1evel factors, coupled W1th an 1sland- -,
u widel trend .dunng the 1940 55 . r

":.',: = ,'1'857' ' 30 . 1921. 160 : = ‘ -

: ','u!'\”’ bF ', 3 ‘: ," -':':. = 7 : v .‘ = " -' . J " 7 : S o .:
_ 1869' 101 G AT R s 1Re, W e L
' 4' RUZE 111:'-“ Y e  19ds; .~210'~3"~’

" 1884*'. 124,_: o .':: 1961 "22'3-,

.' 3

.I.J.‘.!“Oﬂ.uCéd an, atm(;s,;h‘éré Whl ch placed less emphans on .'_:"f;“
g o trad1t10nal 11fe styles and stressed modernlzauon. A Y ."_";‘
% _Jstatement made by one elde rly woman sums up the attltude.-s“ Tt

, about the old ways.. "Well we JUSt wasn't modern, ya; s ’
- »see...w?‘had to caltch up W1d Sln John 'S and the reét ;-« | '_":"“.,‘-‘. T
: .Canada;. ; ' : o ',_. C ol U ] o - ’,;

. PDPULATION op SHEPHERD'S HARBOUR 1836 1974 A

I -‘--'16'3:"5'-"."‘-"1-1':--‘.;:' ' 1911~ 138 AP

L ised 138 L e 245; ¥
1901 ~a116 ny FLL et S O S 262 el 2
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- As late as the 19405, Shepherd's Harbour ‘had th.e W .

p .. .  services: of a teacher for only flve fonths out of -t Mo ome F

K - In & ame years there was no teacher 1 (thls 51tuat10m _ - 3
2 ok ST g P N
ol B :oct:urred as recentl _<'_ 6-9_) There were enough sc?mool e Ny - "

'." i '.»". t '!;-._ 0 v Yy = " .

.'.v

L a, . . e ";__ - .‘h_- .
'o requ1re a teache/r, but acc d g to the current ; ,‘."',1'*“'3"'
éﬁ'cmg a shortage, %

. of teachers,- Throqghout Newfoundland,, prlor to the

g 5 R SCST l, \.‘ °
estabhshment of teacher tralnmg .programmes 1n St

Y 4. R )'~ 3
b

_-' ‘o

{ L E completlon‘ o "',thez.r secondary educatlon,,\ and “the)r were : ' ' il

= ' proiariately called 'boy teachers or~ g‘lrl teaghers' s it
" locally. It was Uncommon - the past (19405 and ‘earller) : B - '

- . for a boy to attend sch001 beyond grade,snc.. The v111agers‘“’ ]
; = S say that Min e them tlmes J.t was many a boy who spent his " -_ J
i : thlrteent; blrthday out on" the bankers (sehooners) ',' ‘.“' p

Glrlsﬂ, :on the average,.went to school for a’ few years 10nger : ” ." "
.than the bo)'s but in ~a1.1y event chlldren s. ‘educauon wae e, ::-
‘h‘e1th’er extens1ve nor systematlc There are'many m.e"n .‘and‘ "-- ’

o 4 women now 1n the1r f1ft1es ar-ld~older, w.lfo are only able to ]

A ’ B g '.-‘.‘ ‘ : i f e
1;} P =g ate, others who 1ack even these elgllls. -1 ll s, '
f' § * & At present”'there a‘re f0ur«fu11 t1me teachers for
s . the over 100 puplls from kmdergarten to grade eleven. y Z'-"I“;.". _.

abi o ' Whlle the school hoﬁse has been renovated and enlarged

¢

C o U A & ‘.-:. } . ‘. '..a “,_:'. \ % b,
T e ey, ot b S over the years,- students must st111 attend classes Wlth
'.'.'_. .- " - _.-.. . '“. . o _‘x-‘-‘,_:"\., =) “_ '.'
a .“. Among o'lder

9 o
e, b
: e
oy §
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students there.is a growing discontentment with continuing \\

their schooling beyond the ninth or tenth grades. By ‘

age sixteen or seventeen most boys are able to find work

aboard the draggers and'girls Become interested in fish
plant or domestic work in the larger urban areas or are’
considering marridge. Unlike the trend during their

.

parents' day, more young men are receiving advanced training

‘than are young women. Marly of the village's young men

.have enrolled in trade schools, and fisheries college to

acqulre varlqus nautlcﬁl llcenses. Thu§ far only two glrls
have gone out51de of the v111age for educatlonal purposes,

one to a'trade school enrolllng in a beauty culture

-5
program and the other. attends.a Cathollc high” school.26

Ead

On the whole, most people V}ew'educatlon as superfluous,

M ’

- . v L. R [ o
" unlegs it leads very dlrectly to occupational advaricement
2 K

or 1mproved flnanc1al status, Educationhfor man is seen

-as a sound investment but for women 1t is generally

v1ewea as a waste oﬁ,tlme. o, : = ot

: - « " roooat

e. ' ! - ’ @
D T S A S e
POLITICS R R T o

P011t1ca11y, there ‘has been a new awakenlng in
¢ L)

the vil;age over mhe.lastﬂseveral years', 'In December

. (2 N ' B
.

“
K

26It is 1nterest1ng to note that the g1r1 -attending

this St. John‘s hlgh school is also the ‘daiighter .of the

most prosperous dragger taptain. "She has ambitions to -

‘attend university and will be tour1ng Europe upon completxon
0¥ high school, ,

f
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of 1973, the first village council was elegted and’con51sted
of the merchant, his uncle, his aunt “and one, other person,
The idea behind creating a council came about when people
began to notice the government benefits neighbpuring villages
were reaping by having a council. Projected plans for

the next few years include the irnstallation of a sanitation,

. B . i !
system, the establ1shment of a refuse dlsposal area,“

street lights, and the eventual surfac1ng of the gravel

road w1th1n the 1mmed1ate conflnes of the v1llage.a7'

.

The presence/of theé council as a governlng "body is not a
persistent o& daily patt of the 11ves of the people. -

It usually ﬁakes its presence felt only when a major Vlllagen
decision is to be made. x S B

On the w1der polltlcal scene, the peOple do take °

. an active interest in the affairs of the province.

During the federal'elections of:July 6, 1974, elghty nine
percent of all ellglble voter51cast their bhlltos. The
flshermen from Shepherd's Harbour have been Very actlve

in labour disputes between trawlermen and”the fish companles,

)

“with one of the men; serv1ng as a laﬁbur representatlve in -

the négot1at10ns in’ Ottawa .

CONCLUSION _ |
In tﬁis chapter; I have preéénted tHe.viilage;

;_._L

Z7Th15 last’ p01nt is of partlcular concern to the
women because they complaxn that the dust from the road in -
the sumper spofls ‘their’ laundry, and in the w1nter the mud
from the road gets tracked 1nto ‘thé house. P
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background of .the study.' Over the more than 200 years of
their hiégory, the villagers of Shepherd's Harbour have .
experienced numerous changes, but mogt intensively during
the past thirty years. The effects of modernizationm have
touched nearl#'every aspect of, their lives. Advances in
tr;nsp;rtatidn and communication have brought.them closer to
Q&\ - the rest of tﬁe world by bringing the materials énd-ideéé of-
‘ *the wider society .into close proiimity.'_The miﬁ—19405 were
a signifitént:turning poinb in thé,liVes'of these villagers.
Duriné that‘pefipd fiShiné opérations haq'td béléurfailed;;
. :funnblihg manylmembers ofthe'workAférce intq_mi1itary
-cbnStfuct@oﬁ work. THis cregtédtopﬁortunitites to develob
divgrse job skills and nade cash more accessible.

// . .
During the post war period the move toward confedera-

.

-

tion grew and with it an awakened sense of‘urgenéy to share

in a gre%ter,participation with North American culture.

This involfemept brought with it a variety of goqés and

r'services herétéfore unavailéble,to~Newfoundlandérs. " This

- incréased accessibility to materials aﬁd sdcial serviceé}
particularly soc%él insurance; had>a_raéical effect dpon
traditional subsistence sf?ategies.an& employmeﬁt; While
in other paf%éqof Newfoundland the effect of this change
was rather seﬁefe, Shepherdfs Hafbour remaiﬁed ecdnomically
viable, due iﬁilarge measure, to an ability to success-

fully adapt to changes in the offshore fishery.

AN

S e R

b mbdsemiat ¢



CHAPTER II

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, I present a series of case studies.

Some are descriptions of éctUallmarriages} others, for- the
sake of brevity, are composites of severéi cases. In._.o
ordet to protect tﬁe~ano§yﬁity bf individual info;mants,‘f
, afi personal names and soﬁe'pléceﬂnames'uséd-in this_aﬁd
other chapters are pseudonyms . | -

The cases’ are presanted chronologlcally, the first
couple being marrled in, 1912 and .the 1ast in 1974 : Tﬁq
purpose underlylng‘the organlzatlgn of. the cases is
twofold: (1) to offer aﬂ‘historical perspective as to,
how marriages have been initiated over a given péiiod of
time, and (2) to describe in detéil how tréditionalimodeé
of marriage initiation have been either maintained or |
modlfledl-lndlcatlng whén and where new factors were
1ntroduced ‘

[

CASE 1: ' JOHN CHARLES COUGHLIN-86 AND NAOMI FINCH-82°%

In this first case, a traditional marriage is

deséribed in wﬁich.a high degree of value is*placed ypon

v ]

28The numbers following the names of persons dis-
cussed in the cases (i.e., . "86"" and "82") represent their
age at the time they were 1nterv1ewed

-3 R
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the ability of'egfh spouse to effectively’'perform the ’ .
numerous economic duties of a husband and wife. Duriné this
period (the early 1900s) survival required an intensive‘

aid highly skilled populat:lon.that could efficiently | a
exploit their environment. These coastal people achieved | :
this level of, eff1c1éncy by hav1ng the men f1sh while ° ' !
the women gardened and engaged in agrlculture and anlmal

husbandry ThlS d1V151on of labour was dlrectly related

to what was con51dered to be desirable un a spouse.'i

'Consequently, whlle deep affectlon for one s mate was- 311',- oo

'1mportant to the suecess of a marrlage belng able to perform

. the numerous tasks requ1red of . adult 1nd1v1duals was - of

' great importance to overall surv1val Buf it should be.

" ship between\eeological and sogio-cultural factors.

-Gertrude Coughlin.s seven chlldren. Shortly after hls-
' blrth John Charles' mother dled 1eav1ng his older e —
sister to care for.the needs of their father and younger :

brothers and 51sters, the1r father.never remarrled

n

-

€ B b e el ek Bt T

remembered that.there is no mere pne-to-one causal relat;ond"

Such relationship are ﬁar}more”tompfex and reticulate, - T

as the case studies will bear out,
This case concerns the courtshlp and marrlage

of John Charles and Naom1 (Flnch)‘goughlln. John Charles,ﬁ

as he was . known is. the youngest Chlld of Charles and

* John Charles, foL10w1ng in the footsteps of hlS father

.schooners at age th1rteen,' When John Charles was twenty

——

_'and brothers, made his’ first trlp aboard the flshlng S ,_i




"mummerS'

- e
36.

his father entered into semi-retirement, fishing-froa hin

.

“dory in and around the harbour as most older men do.

k‘.
By thls t1me all of John Charles' brothers and.51sters had

married w1th ‘the laﬁter mov1ng away to the V111ages of
their husbands'. John Charles and his father were left
to fend for'thémseives; not an easy task in a community

where a strict diviéion of labout exisfs between men and

women.' The sltuatlon was further compllcated by the fact

} that John Charles was. away nlne months out of the ?ear ‘ oo
'~ff15h1ng from Hallfax, Nova Scotla when John Charles g"x:'f-
i would return 1n the fall he,‘along w1th hlS father,‘ '-
j’would harvest thelr garden crop, cut al w1nter s stock of

WOQdﬁ secure’ and.sto;e a supplx of,coal, gnd when the

STIOWS méde hintérland ;faVel‘bossiblé{ théy would go :
huntlng for. moose and carlbou, -

" Once the harvestlng, fuel and huntlng dutles' Y
subéided and the holldays'approaqhed there We;e more-

opportunities to Visit friends and to attend 'times', 29

) partlcularly the ‘twelve days of Chrlstmas';'whlch were

‘a’ serles ‘of tlmes' 1nc1ud1ng dances, v1$1ts from the

SQ:andfconqerts. Durlng,thesg,'tlmes',dorles :

DV

zg\TlmeS' are social events, e. g., dances; card

.Jparties, soup suppers, conceésts and plays. held either for
‘church or school’ fund. ralslng purposes or for a purely
" social functlon. .

o .

30Costumed persons (usually men) ‘who. go about ‘the "

village being mlschev1ous, carrying out pranks and drlnklng.'
+ .-For a .more detalled series of. accounts, see Halpert and -
‘Story (1969) :

“h

—_—
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' down the road32
| ;young glr}s.
o Naomi Finch.

_was seventeen.

filled w1th v1llage folk would head for ne1ghbour1ng com-

mun1t1es to v151t and part1c1pate in the various soc1a1

-functlons. It was not uncommon for young*flshermen .

to go alone or in groups to ne1ghbour1ng v111ages for -
several days at a time to visit and to have an opportunlty

‘to initiate new romances or reklndle relatlonshlps with. .

the young'women there.. Most young men durlng John Charles';?

youth would go 1n groups to the Schooner s Cove John

Charles. haV1ng k1n 1n Lynx Cove, occ351ona11y made the

r\'~ .

_., seven mile trlp vaa row dory l He wonid spend a few days

1n the hou§eh01d not as a- guest but as was customary,

c

4 maklng hlmself useful 1n any way needed d01ng work he

' would normally do in and around his own household

After supper, John Charles, usually 1n the company

of cou51ns and other young men, ~would go walklng up and

and’ footpaths for the purpose of meetlng‘

i

It was on one such occa51on that he met

John Charles was” twenty‘one and Naom1

Naoml, llke other glrls, used to go for

-awalks w1th her 51sters, cou51ns and frlends, usually in "

‘ 31Row dories dlffer from motor dorles 1n that '
they are propelled: by oars. - Motor ‘dories which made’

.. their appearance in. the mid-1930s,' Kave a housihg conStructed'

in the mlddle of the craft where the motor is 51tuated

3zMost villages have only one road ‘that runs the -

~:»1ength of the comminity with footpaths Intersectlng

or Jutt1nF.off of the maln road (see footnote 34)

T
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" .a group.of three or more. I asked her why they would go
. in these groups, and she said,

well, it was more fun; laughin' - -
and talkin', you'd loose one (to a
young man) and pick up two more! ¢

+ Or then some fellah might ask ya fer ‘
ta go with him, walkin' and if . _ o
ya didn't care to, t'was better havin' '
a-crowd along, ya see? But most , , .
times you knowed who was who, even, . : o
{;they was £rom away Gy U, o

L When Naomi and John Charles f1rst me t. they were

b~

’-Lboth in such 'crowds' and merely passed the tlme of day

1:31 e., as thEIT respectlve 'crOWdS passed thqy sald

34

'fgood nlght.j After several nxghts of t se . enoounters, ‘?'

.John Charles flnally conveyed rather casually to his cou51n, ’
Grahgm, hls 1nterest in Naoma. The dlvulglng of, thlS y .-
igforﬂafioﬁgwas no aééident,(for Graham and Naomi's 51$tér;' .
~ Susanna, were a 'serious couple' (see pages 40 and 41° PR
33There is very llttle descrlptlve folk termlnology o
surrounding courtship and marriage... Even in the present o
day setting, people never use words like “datlng" 0T
"g01ng stgady", €tc. - This. lack of termlnology in some '

ways reflects the  low- profile-most people take:on the
issue.: Despite’ their active interest in romantlc intrigue,

'

no standard ‘vocabulary. ex1sts.- ‘Seé the .analysis of reticent - A

. . behaviour’ An Chapter v for a. more detalled dlscu5510n R

" of thls. o L : uy v : Ce L i
4Passmg the time of day, is a. custom whereby

. an’ 1nd1v1dua1 exchanges salutations or .comments on the‘; B o

“weather or other. llght topics with anyone they pass ﬁlong L

."a footpath or road. !.Common’ forms 1nc1ude good mornxng, e T e
good.-day, and- good nlght or something to. ‘the. effect ‘of," ~--;v;"
'some-weather we're havn, ¢h?” . To pass without so much,as o
a nod of the head is con51dered a‘breach of- ethuette.-u,f”-@ 5o
"No matter how many . times courting couples walked by each R
other durlng an. evenlng they st111 say good nlght o
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and also page 63). Indirectly, John Charles' intent

was relayed,via traham'and éusanna, to Naomiﬁ After several
" days, Grahan and John Charles went out fOr,their walk,
this time without‘the 'erowd'>; Susanna and Naomi'did the
sane. When the two pairs met, they-‘passed the’time of
.day', Joked and teased bdck and forth unt11 Graham asked /

Susanna to walk w1th hlm, Susanna accepted accord1ng to-

© ¢, the plan By leaV1ng the two- alone 1n the road Susanna

‘and Graham were able to brlng John Charles and Naom1 L”Hﬁ

'ﬁtogether wrthout John Charles haV1ng to ask her d1rectly

d_In hlS own words,?"after all I was from away and hardly

‘_knowed her, she m1ght'a sa1d no, 1f others was handy'"35

. Naom1 sa1d that they ent_for'walks_whenever John'
tCharles came to Lynx Cove.zﬁz They wonld talk about .
themselves,'about neoplé they knew (the more popularfof
the two top1cs) or sometlmes they would Just walk in -

silence, speaklng only when they. exchanged 'good nlghts'

© with. other,strolllng couples. When John Charles was away

3

from Lynx Cove Naom1 would go for walks with" other boys

-and when John Charles was away from Naom1 he saw other glrls.'

t

3SAt ‘this p01nt in most dlscu551ons, I would ) -
;experlence difficulty’ getting informants to tell me, for -

. example; what would happen on- a walk. My quer1es were

usually met with blushing, stammering and embarrassment

i

"espeC1a11y on the part ‘of malé- 1nformants.

Ty

; e '36

road 0T footpath that had few houses on 1t and was not well

' 11t . B o

Most young people would stroll aléong ore partlcular'

'
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. again"

‘usually lastlng from October or November to January

40.

The two did not see each other for about another year

while John ‘Charles was fishing.aboard the schooners. °As

Naomi puts it, "I figured it wasn't nothin' serious, me
- ' ) . . 3 7
and him, but I was some glad to see refit come 'round

-That bctober, John Charles and'Naomi saw much more

'of each other and begah to attend dances éoup suppers -
_ and concerts 1n and around Lynx COVe.: However, they

'}never went to Shepherd’s Harbour (John Charles' home)

auntll after they were marr1ed By January, theyghad

‘ ltbeen categorlzed by most of ‘the v1llagers as’ i 'serlous

couple" that 15, they were spendlng a great deal of their

t1me exclu51vely in each other 5 company, Villagers

!
t

“"began to‘speculate about the posé%bi;ity of their marriage.

During the fishing season Ehaf year, John: Charles had

an opportunity to return from Nova Scdtia on two occasions.

- and spent"most of his time in Lynx Cove.  When 'refit'

‘was oue,he returned home and fhey decided to be married,
> 5 . _ ey ¢ c

*. There was no established'tfadition for'formal

' engagements or 1av1sh announcements. 'EVery one in the

v111age was: expectlng thelr dec151on, and thelr behav1our

was an obv1ous announcement of the1r 1ntent10ns toward:

- each other. They did make formal announcements ‘of thelr

- . . '
L . B o - . -

37A term meanlng that perlod ;of time when a- flshlng
vessel is being ‘re-fitted and ‘repaired.for a new voyage,

o
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. because ‘both he and hls_father were alone and badly needed

41.

plans;to their respectrve'parents and friends, however,
and then waited until. their banns38 were announced.

I asked eacn of them about their decisicns to
marry, specifically what\characteristics attracted them
and guided their decision-making processes. Of John |
Charlesu-Naomi said, "Well, ﬂe was 'quiet{ 39 serioos and“
-a good worker,,and the God knows there was- "some work. to
‘be done 1n them days' ' I suppose I loved ’1m too'”40
John Charles, when‘answerlng my 1nqu1ry took a more
.JOV1al ve1n : It was dlfflcult for men to dlSCHSS these

matters, and eVen more d1ff1cu1t for them to be serlous

‘whlle dlscu551ng'them. He sald ”She was a good worker

TN D e s e b e =
~ . .

knowed her way around ch11'n and the kltchen.‘ She was-

o, 41

a ‘clean woman Thls was 1mportant he explalned

a woman to attend to the house, the anlmals and the garden.

' After Joklng with ham about the 51tuat10n he flnally sa1d

. , »
. ee

.

38A proclamatlon of the 1ntent10n to marry, usually

_'announced in a church on three occa51ons before the chosen
wedding date.

LN

1nto fights, does not drink to excess (except for Chrlstmas)
and is not b01sterous or pranklsh )

_ 40 People often 1nsert the phrase, 'I suppose, in’
‘a statementajlwhlch they feel ill at ease. T

411n this 1nstance, 'clean' does not mean modest
_or virtuous in a strict moral sense, rather, it means a
~woman who has a.teputation for bEIDg a ‘me ticulous house-.
keeper one, who has clean children ‘and a. clean house.

{
39 By qu1et’, people mean, a man who av01d5 getting . ‘)f
1



‘ ': Shepherd's Harbour for, the'Weddlng %and_nade the1r home

42.

seriously, "I wouldn'ta married her Pf T din't love
'er, sure!" ¢ |
1 asked them_aboht the deéree of parental involve-’

ment in their respective deC151ons to marry. Both stated ‘f
“ that much of their relationship was not. brought to. the1r : . o

parents' attentlon,'"'tll there weren t hardly nothln'; | ‘ _
fthey ﬁpnrents),popld'oo 'bout"t"' In the w1nter of 1901, h“;;"¢'ijly
'hther set'ahedding”date._ Up uitil’ that tlme however;.Johnf fk’F,‘,fsw'
LCharles would only walk Naoml to a p01nt some d1stance - .
'-from her perents house and she would ‘enter: her garden

" alone., When they became serlous however,,he would

.

1wa1k her all the way to her door and on a- few occas1ons

x

'he would come in for a mlnute or two., B j,h

. .
o

o . On the twenty fOurth of May, VlCtOTla Day, they’

went An a small schooner,accompanled by famlly and frlends‘

42

'to Harbeur Breton ‘to be’ marr1ed Then they returned to

L e el A A T
\ .

aren

j.ln the house of John Charles' father, where they st111

- S e ] e
. There was only one prlest in all of Eortune R
Bay ﬁe would visit each of ‘the villages’ annually, marry- haf“ﬁ;=_.&;
ing, baptizing and- .administering the other sacraments;, ST e
If.a couple de51red to .be married . at any - other time of /H,kf’fff#i:€#.

the year they had to travel to’ Hprbour Breton{//he/w/”/'
parlsh sedt. .- . :

"

43 Accord1ng to’ “the local usage, ’marrlageS' are ' ‘

. the 1egal/re11g10us solemnization of the maritalunion; - © _ - ' |
".Weddlngs'»are the soc1a1 get togethers afterwards » ."‘yj«ﬂ R
o K S e ST

L"“‘_" T . N "




“that have occurred between Angllcan males and Roman

'Cathollc emales for Shepherd's Harbour._ Parental 1nf1uence

CASE 2: ANGUS LOGAN-73 AND GRACE"COUGHLIN-?O S =

v

In thlS case I examine an 1nterdenom1nat10na1 : '
S
marriage in a tradltlonal-settxng. The form- tends’”’~#’ﬂﬂ ’

be representat1Ve of most 1nterdenom1na 1onal marrlages

v,

R

is. 51gh1f1cant and‘functlons on two leveIS“ (l) the ;;l,ithf: s

TR T S VA A RPN

fthreat of dlrect veto of a. marrlage,_and (2) on the 1eve1

vﬁ_fwof subtle 1nfluence over an offsprlng's dec151ons. _:‘5:;" ﬁ*ﬁ*cgﬁ

””’The ultlmate persua51veness of parehtal Oplnlon stems S Efi ‘3,1'}'ﬂf;

, In only one 1nstance was dlrect parental 1ntervent10n

.“'M/v//i

R seem Imlnlsh once the selectlon has been made ‘or’ ¢ .

. 1‘3"#_-»<»'a respon51b111ty to. warn thelr chlldren of the drawbacks fet :

'.iof 1ntermarrlage but do not actlvely 1mpose therj control

b

ﬁ'not from fear of punltlve consequences but from the fee11ng

that such a marrlage w111 hurt one s parents deeply

reported to me 1n Shepherd's Harbour.z Th1s, however, ’ T -f:;*

was set 1n motlon to 1mpede the progress of one marrlage
only to_;n;tlate another. (ﬁq':ﬂj | :

Whlle 1nterdenom1nat10na1 dlfferences are eeen

as factdrs 1n the selectlon of a spguse thls 1mportance

- ‘ s

1f the g1r1 is already pregnant.; Parents feel they have

_‘__(’_..,—

over thelr ch11dren s 11ves by vet01ng the un1on, desp1te.?t*

. - 3 -y
B e SN A i

the fact that they frequently employ threat of veto “A :, i",7-f; i*:'

s a deterlng deV1ce.~ . 'ﬂﬁ',f.‘ .i"~ _ T
,“‘,f ) Effo£3§,te~eﬁETim1nate the1r dlsapproval of such e *é754
R 5 " . . '
J : - . RN ' fiz




:',twenty and twenty three respectlvely Bothwwere borh 'fj -

Tﬂﬁ and ralsed in Shepherd'SQHarbour“f

-, e {
v N ~
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44.

marriages and to accept their: children's decisions are
[y "
.st01ca11y made on the part of parents. Only at perlods-
of "rltual 11cense“ such as the 'tWelve _days of Chrlstmas N
,

when ‘much alcohol is used,‘W11l one hear the topic ralsed T

S L o
agaln.A S . . _* ' '1" ST
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/ Grace and Angus were marrled 1n 1925 at ages

r" f

;Grace 1s Roman Cath011C'°*iﬁc“¢‘

”xfsmall 1n th: 19205, accordlng to the 1921 Census of “?J;nlfj
N ‘.Newﬁoundland. there were twenty households and 138 h : (nfezgwf
’ ~Per5°n5 comprlsed the total populatlon. Nonetheless,"‘ g 2nffﬁégl
'the ‘two rellglous groups ma1nta1ned thelr 1nsularmty,' o ”}fﬁ,
the ﬁoman Cathollcs 11v1ng on the meadow ] edge, and ,if: %Yi
! ‘ ’ . ) :4 .
"the p01nt, and the. éngllcans in the cove and on the . S
. Il * "_ RN , - : o . e A L, ‘xA'
' Rellglous dlfferences between the twoxgroups T '{f”.
BRI 44Dur1ng the 19605 the prov1ncna1 government F=F U P W
o 3,\Newfound1and attenpted to resettle :Shepherd's Hafbour ’.;’;,:: 1:H\aﬂ‘,;

- .was no-indication. that a. road would’ be«bullt and the” a7 el T
‘-v111agers had to- de%ﬁde among..themselves -whether. to ;?1"-~”’ AR
- stay ‘or- relocate,a e 'majority, sect;, the*Roman; Cathollcs, Y

:f;they were.a ‘declining. minority, . eventually led'to many . if“.fh:
.- Jleaving, for -Grand Bank; Bra. D'or “and-: -Harbour Breton, . oy
'jWhere there were large Angllcan populatlons' B

i Becaiise . A had 1o road dnd. depended Heavily on the sea.

‘lived on, the western side:where all: the amenltles, Tee., -'f-nuéﬁf
posit,.scHool; ‘grocery, and government wharf were located, .-

¢ jThe ‘eastern beach where the Anglicans - 1ived .lacked. these-:’:'.'"‘ -g‘ .
,~f=serV1ces.~ At -that time not.even a connectin] footbrldge Y S

for' transportation and .communication. At the time’there R I i

existed.,- All these, factors, along with the act: that‘
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>
3

.

, were heightened and m;thained by the establishment 0§

and active participation in the respective churchés and
school\systems. Social separation was considered an
imgoftant principle for botthroups to uphold, and was
expréssed through the Aisapprovai of fraternization and

) :
intermarriage. It is not surprising then, that both

Angus and Grace encounieredbdifficulty in thgi% courtship-
andneye#tual marriage.

Angus, thé youngest son of Philip and Bessie
Logan, was employed as a flsherman aboard a Lunenberg
‘(Nova Scotia) schoonet. Grace, the eldest ﬂaughter of
Daniéi and Francis Coughlin, llve% in her parents' house-
hold and shared, .in a largé'way, its managément.

During the 'refit' of 1923 Angus and Grace met. ‘

One night while Grace was taking a walk with some of

" her girl friends she first encountered Angus, who was

also 'out over the road' with his friends.‘ After several
évenings of ‘saying good night', Angus approached é{éce
when she was accompanied by oniy'one of.hef female cousins
and asked her to go walking with him. Of their first
encounter, Grace says, '"he was sqme'brazen‘(bald); after.
all, he knowed I was R.C.,%° but he asked me just the same.
I shppose I knowed it was wrong but I wanted fo.have a

bit o' fun...t'was no harm to be done, ya see."

3

451t is a common practice to refer in speech to
Roman Catholics. by the abbreviations, R.C., members of
the Unlted Church as U.C. and Anglicans as Church of England

ey
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While most young couples normally keep their
affaifs.huiet, Angus aq? Grace had to be particularly
cautious about theirs. For no matter haw skillfully an
affair is hidden most villagers eventually learn of its N
existence. While observers may dniscus's it ‘among themselves,
it is customary to refrain from talking about an affair
with the céﬁple dirg}p&y b; with others openly.46
Couples, conversely, will be discreet about Eﬁeir activities,
especially keépiﬁg information from theifr parents.

When I asked Grace why young people have to Keep their: o -f

fpn

affairs shrouded in secrecy, she said; "Because they'd - o

: .. , : .
(parents) be after gettin' some mad, if they was, to knoy~

you was gettin' out wid a fella (or a girl)...'specia%i? o
if you was too young. "7 : L

\

During the three -month 'refit' Angus and Grace

would go out walking with friends at night, meeting‘

T e B g § DAY, AL S ST

each other “accidentialiy".-,Sqme times they would walk

together and other times they would be with ﬁriéndsﬁ

A ) ) .
Grace said, "I had to do that so's others wouldn't catch,

£

46By openly, I mean that couples do not discuss

in matter of fact terms their affair with others. "The °
only persons with whom they might discuss. an affair are
their siblings or age mates, but only in confidence.
‘This situation is amplified to a greater extent in '
Chapter III -and the Conclusion. . S R

~N

‘ 47Being ""too young'" could be defined during this - y
period in several ‘different wyays, depending on each ° o
individual case. Generally, below the age of sixteen
,for girls and below eighteen or nineteen for boys,-is
¢considered young.’ :

=
* L.
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on to us.' In January Angus left for the fishery and
neither saw each other again until-the fall., Neither of

’
them corresponded during the nine months sepdration nor

48 )

did most couples for that matter. When the fishery

ended for the season, Angus returned and their relationéhip

resumed. They were now seeing each other more often and
i ’ ’

by January, exclusively. Grace would usually have-one

4g»on the

of her cousins walk with her to a small 'shop'
Angllcan side of the v111age and then by pre- arrangement

w0u1d rendezvous with Angus. Strolllng was not always.

y possible, part1cu1ar1y because Aﬁgus was pSuaily home

1l

in the winter months when weather was bad. Sometimes

they would go to .Angus' uncle's 'store', but they couldn't

“

’make a fire in the stove because 'its smoke wou}d draw

attention to their pregence there.

During tﬂe Christmas fesfivitiéé there were .
nume rous dances in and around Shepherd's Harbouf, and
as they became_be;ter acquainted Angus and Grace would
attend them in groups of young men or women but not arrii—
ing in each other's company, mak1ng sure that they dld/

"l"
'get off on a few dances’ together. In any event, time

-~

e

48

In 1921, eight males -and ten females were able
to read and seven males and six females could write I
(Census of Newfoundland° 1921).

4-gA shop is a small store that sells food,

‘ supplles and small items.

[URSEL UUEUS

e~



48.

spent together was usually short due to the fact that
(1) Angus was home for only three months out of twelve,
(2) they were only able to meet at night,'(S)'their
rendezvous points were subject to weather conditions

or other logistic factors,land (4) since it was the

custom to retire early, they wete compelled to retyrn
50

AN

hohe pefore"’lunch'

By January of the second year Angus and Grace

‘ were tak%ng fewer precautlons in’ keeplng thelr relation-

ship a’ secret, an act which-in essence wis a publlc'

statement of their® lncreased commltment to each other

Their situation was rather precarlous ‘at thls p01nt l/

because their religious differences were sure to draw

the disapproval of their families and gossip from other

villagers. Neither Angus nor Grace discussed any part of

the affair with their parents until they were confronted
by them. Grace's .parents officially learneé'of the
affair via Mrs. Coughlin's sister-in-law who felt that

it was her dury .to inform tﬁem. It appeared that they

had. no prlor knowledge of the 'serlousness' of the relatlon-

ship. "People'",. Mrs. Coughllp was warned, "had seen
"Grace with Angus Logan, and'had beep talking.™ '

While Grace's parents reacted wijg shock at the

e 50'Lunch' is a small meal consisting of tea,

homemade bread, butter,. preserves, and occasionally cheese

or meat, served late at ‘night (approx1mately 11:00 p.m.
or just before retiring).

e
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news, Grace stated that at the time of the incident she
felt that they\were welh aware of the relationship long
before the confrontatloo >l One nighf she arrived home
,Justvbefoye 'ITunch' and Eound her mother crying along
with her younger 51sters\and brother; her father was
waiting grimly by the kiochen table. Grace'’s mother
asked he;'abgut her Sistep-in-;aw's allegations. - Grace

confirmed them and a bitter argument followed. Finally,

she was forbidden by her parents to see Angus agaln.

In ‘the months- that followed she was contlnually remlnded _

,that her marrlage to h1m would place her 1n sp1r1tua1

Jeopardy and also serlously hamper her chances for a
peaceful marrlage because of p0551b1e tension arising

over their denominational differences and Angus' alleged

52

drinking habits. They also suggested,that she would

be forced to withstand the efforts of Angus' family to
\ , ,

convert her to*Anglicanism once she became part of their

'
-
-

household.
Angus, however, was not prepared to convert to

N

Cathollglsm. In fact, until 1956'no Anglican'male'from

Shepherd‘s Harbour had converted to Cath011c1sm and no

14 N - -
Y

 YThis observation on Grace's part reaffirms my
Hellef that people maintain a venéer of secrecy through
the c¢o- operatlon of. both the couple and other Vlllagers

-

SZThIS alleged drinkirg was considered so serlously

because sobriety is an intrinsic part of the concept of
the ideal spouse. A future d15cuss1on of this appears
in the Conclusion.

:
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Roman Catholic man to date”ha®~cenverted to Protestantism,
At one point Grace was threatened by her parents to be

53

'shipped out' to another community far away from 9ngus.

As Grace's case illustrates, parental veto in the.form of
empty threats was not an uncommon reaction. They were
eseentially helpless in that they could not ultimately

stop their children, but ac'least titey had an avenue through

wnich they. could exprese their discontent. During the

- following fishing season Angus’manage& to return'to'

. Shepherd's Harbour tw1ce, once in May and agaln in August

Both” continued to see each other and the angry protests

. of ‘their parents: flnally sub51ded No dlrect confrontatlon

. ever occurred between the two families.: However in the

confrontations that erupted between these young peaple and
their parents the negatlve personallty tralts (whether

factual or alleged) of elther Angus or Grace were p01nted

-out., Grace, be1ng a Cathol1c was considered by her future
panents in- law as belng lazy and dirty.. Angus was conside;ed
_by Grace $ parents to be a poor selection because of the
;tvery brashness that brought him and Grace together, and

his alleged drinking habits. Despite: these claims,'Angué

and Grace were married in January of 1925,

4

53'Sh1pp1ng out! is 'a term used when a young
woman goes out of the village to a job in another village
or larger centre where she will be employed as a domestic
or servant girl. . Also referred to as: 'going or working
in -service' . or 'serv1ng . These terms aré still used

fpresently B
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" CASE .3: ’I'OBIAS KEOUGH 55 AND SALLY/ DELANEY 55 e <z,1'

: ¢ 51

A compromise was finally reached. Neither Angus

nor Grace converted to thé other's religion. Angus, however,
agreed to permit his children, both male and féma¥e, to
be baptized in the Catholic church. Both Angus and

Grace were still able to joke about the whole incidentl
some fifty yeatrs later when I interviewed them. Grace
said "f'was some glad I didn't say I'd rear up .me boys

by him and me girls by me...:cause the God glve me seven

s,,,54 - } K &

. Lo
P A o

In. case 3 the effect ‘of 1ntragenerat10na1 solldarlty

4

on marriage choice 1s~exam1ned. In contrast to Case 2

'where’parenta{,xéfG/;s_examined, Case 3 shows how solid-

arity bgtweeﬁAmemberSvof the same generation can initiate

"and foster romances and écffvely contribute to their

eventual establishment as marfiaggs:‘ Anéther important

-~ . 4

54In some 1nterdenom1nat10n marrlages, the boys
would be reared according to the father's religion and

jthe girls reared according to the mother's. .This practice

is related to the patr111nea1 transmission of 'inheritance.
rights favouring males, viri-patrilocal residence and

the fact that women tend to forsake their rlghts and
obligations to their natal families after marriage, -
amalgamating Wwith their husband's families. Also occupa-
tional opportunities for men follow closely along the

kin and denominational lines which makes it almost ‘a
prerequ151te for a man to be of the same falth as his. .
father's kinsmen. This'is generally -a serious drawback
but all of her sons did mg¥iage to. find “Scund employment,

thoggh not in the fishery. . 'For further d15cuss1on see
p. .y ‘ M
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configuration~dEa1t with in this case conc¢erns fishing

and separation Tobias' opportunity to .fish in Newfoundland,
rather than Nova Scotia had a 51gn1f1cant effect upon °*

the way he managed his courtship of, Sally. This oppottunity
presentéd him with a different type of situation in compari-
son to Angus and John Charles who were compelled tor stay
away from home for_nine months out of the year due to the
fiShefy. . ‘ N > . |

' Tobias is a native of’Shephero‘e Harbour aﬂ@.his_:

rd - .’

w1fe Sally is orlglnally from Schooner's Cove Toblas_,

' and Sally flrst met 1n 1936 when they were 51xteen. Af

that time: Toblas' 51ster, EVelyn had recently moved to-

-

Schooner's Cover af;er‘marrylng a ‘man from that- v1llage,

NFrazer 0'Day. Tobias visited with his sister whenever

he would be doing errands for his father wit foe~mercﬁant
there. _ Unllke most young men ﬁrom Shepherd's Harbour

Tobias had begun fishing aboard a Grand Bank based schooner
which permltted hlm to make more frequent trlps home for
roughly two days 5at a tlme Sally and Toblae were broughtl
together by relatlves and mutual frlends Sally and her |

two 51sters, Ethel and Cec1lla were the friends of Bride

0'Day, Evelyn's sister- 1n law They were all roughly the :'

»

same age and spent a good deal of time:in_each other's

s : ‘ "

, 55Small schooners would carry fishermen back to
centrally located villages and the rest ‘'of the way was
made via motoT dories) usually a distance of not more
than a few m11es.

1)
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company, often visiting at Evelyn's house, helping with
her baby or just sharing each other's company. Sally was
the more introverted of the group and was shy with most
people outside of her jmmediate family and friends. She
was especially shy with young men. Whenever Tobias visited
his sister the girls would go purpsosefully to Evelyn's
house to ‘have a bit o‘fun, teasing and flurt:.ng, bein'

rlght blac.k' . Sall.y, however, av01ded ‘Eve 1yn s house

‘ whenever Toblas v151ted The glrls notlng ‘this would

" taunt her and dev1sed ways of gettlng her to. meet TOi)laS..

Brldle Sally s best fnend, ‘would often go “to. Evelyn 5
tq visit espeq1a11y wheanoblas was in Schponer gr Cove,,
extoling to Evelyn (in Tob s prese’née, of couxiée) , the
virtues of Sally. Likewise, Bridie and Evelyn would speak
in the same manner of Tobias to Sally,

‘ Sall_y's.girl friepds finally arranged for the

two to "accidentally" meet on the rogd on¢ night. The

couple went for a short arid practically silent walk over
the Sﬁﬁoc;‘ner's Cove road. Because of her tNmidity, Tobias
had to be particularly cre,ati‘lve in ;oﬁvinciug S_ally to’
see him again. He enlisted the help of his sister's ©

,57

frlends to get around Sally Either impressed by his

56Tc: behave in a 'black' way, is to be naughty or
m15cheV1ous, .but not sinister, cruel, or immoral.

) 57 Solldarlty ‘between age mates: durmg the courtshlp
perlod is very intense. Bonds develop not only between
persons of the same sex biit transcend sexual lines that were
so strongly defended during adolescence, "The realm of court-
ship is most eXxclusively the domain of young: unmarried parti-
cipants, The only exceptlons belng those Who have only

- recently marrled

o - : o :
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"~ She admitted, however, that

54.

persistance or weary of her frieﬂds' constant prodding,
lshe finally relented. Fér the first three years of their
relationship they rarely saw each othe.ru e-xcept when Tobias
could get the motor dory for a few days to run errands

for his i:‘ather.58 Their relations.hip sremained rather

casual in nature. Whenever Tobiaas' came to Schooner's

Cove.,' he would spend time _ivith Sally and when they were L

LN

_separated, each would see other people.

. . S N

VWhen Sally was ,eighteen," She ‘le-arried of an

'opportunlty to worlc 'in serv1ce'59. in Mose Ambrose. She

"worked there for only two months but she said it. gave her

. a cha.nc;e‘ to see somgthlng ﬁer.phan Schooner's Cove.

he returned .to Schooner's
Cove 'b'ecat'lse she missed Tobias. When Sally returned they
resumed their relationship and after a time they became
"serious' -enough to consider marr'iagek. Unlike the case of
Angus and Grace, there was 11tt1e secrecy or parental
dlsagreement surroundlng Tobias' and Sally s romance,.

_Whll_e Tobias' family did not know the "ultcrior motives"

~ behind his frequent .trips to Schooner's Co\fg, they did

surmise th?t it must involve a young woman. They later

Dory travel was improved by the introduction of
motors at this period, making fast and more frequent tnps
betwean villages a p0551b111ty :

'I‘he term 'in serv1ce means any domestlc or

. fish procéssing work done either outside a woman s household

or v111age.
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learned her identity through their daughter, Evelyn.
Tobias' parents did not object to his choice and seemed to
take Evelyn's glowing reports of Sally as an accurate
appraisal of her abilities as a potential wife and mother.
Sally's family seemed to know of the affair almost from the
outset, due to hgr sistér's overt involvement in getting
the -two toge.ther The marrlage was env151oned by most as
an’ cventual;ty and few were surprlsed when they set the
wedding date, At the time of- thelr marrlage, Sally was
foﬁr‘honths'pregnant. The” marrlige ceremony was held in
Schooner's. Cove and' the brldal party and guests salled
to Shepherd's Harbour via motor dorles and. two §chooners.

A 'wedding' was held in the home of Tobiad' parents, which
was to be the couple's new re51dence *

.

CASE 4: SEAMUS WATT-69 AND MAISIE BURDETT-67 o

This case deals with the problems of w1dowerhood
and remarriage (there were no Iecords of w1dows remarrying).
The presence of small chlldren, rather than solely emotional
-reasons, seems to be the accepted basxs for remarrlage
after the death of a w1fe. Men who remarrled expressed
an overall embarrassment about it and a de51re to be |

‘absorbed 1nto the malnstream of village 11fe as qu1ckly

as possible,

In 1927, at age twenty-two, Seamus Watt married

Liona Powers of Schooner's Cove. '0ve5;;he course of their '§ i

’
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parents, trylng to save enough to bu11d thelr own home‘. .

. 56.
five years of marriage, they hamrlee children; c’luring the
délivefy of their third 'child, Liona and the infant died,
leaving Seamus with the'calje of two small chikldren..

Because he was away for most of the year working
aboard a Lunenburg schoon'er, his sister, Olivia, offered

to care for his two remalnlng chlldren in his absence, '

,A yeer ‘dafter Liona's. death he secured a JOb aboard &’
Grand Bank schooner returnlng home more frequently P

' Whlle Lloha was ahve they had been 11V1ng w1th hlS A R \

After her death, ' Seamus began bulldmg a house w1th the B

hope that he mlght re-marry and bé able’ to Taise hlS

children. ‘ S T c

While fishing from Grand Bank he net Maisie

-Burdett, the youngest daughter of an elderlf cohple who .
" were beth in feiling health‘ Maisie 1ived with her'“'pafents

“and. a youngex brother malntalnlng the household and carlng

for thelr needs. . .
- n : . . . ?

By local standards, she was- consuiered 8 spmster

when she met Seamus at twenty- six, but due to the poor "

health of her parents her smgle status was understandable
—

and JUStlfled 60 Malsle understood the partlcular need

that Seamus was faced w1th for she sa1d w1thout blttemes\s

Fe

60An essentzal part of adult 1dent1ty entails
marriage and parentlicod. Sp;nsterhood and bachelorhood :
are, therefore, & deviation f£rom the-norm though- bachelor-
hood has fewer negatlve connotatlons assoc1ated w1th 1t.
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57.
"When I me't up with Seamus, I knowed he was lookin' for .-

a woman to care for his chil'n, a woman who could work

hard." Seamus, nevertheless, felt embarrassed, '"right
foolish",61 about courting and marrying again. But as’

people 'said’, "he knowed what he had to do by his chii'n,
'that's alit" _ | ,
| The need .to’ resume the care of hls chlldren became-.
arr everr more pre551ng problem when hlS 51ster became 111 “
At about the same t1me Malsle s younger brother marrled
T br1ng1ng hlf-brlde to llve m hrs parent s house, thus
relievmg Malsle from her respon51b111t1es ‘to her parents. .
Six. months/later ‘Maisie and Seamus were married and moved
into their house in Shepherd's Harbour and the chlldren
returned to their father and. s tep-mother. 'tht;le attention
is given'.to re'ma-rriages. ‘In Maisie and Seamus' case a
\ small tea was held in their home"when"'chey retﬂurned r'rom
. the church . . Lol ' -
| Durlng hls mdower days Seamus experlenced inner

' .turm011 concernmg his respon51b111ty to hlS chlldren ‘ .

as well as_ the personal pressure o.f fmdmg a w1fe. He.
also experlenced external pressure from hls fellow v111agers, '

expressed in terms of shared notlons (shared by Seamus E

.

N - : : <. o ST

. 61The word 'foohsh' holds negatlve connotatlons
of blunderlng ‘immaturity or juvenile frivolous. behav1our,
being :an embarrassment to oneself. and others, ‘being con-.
- . spicuously deviant from adult .demeanor,  The latter is’ .
o characterlzed by. retlcence and the’ av01danCe of self-dis closure.
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me:n at the house -of a.n elder and reSpected flsherman)

" chlldless were V1ewed dlfferently than women w-1th chlldren

.rl.’tlons to her parents we“re }1fted then “ing all probablllty

' satlsfactien, a.nd 1ntegrat10n 1n v111age lJ.fe. f

9
-

as well), 'regard:mg thelr view of what pr0per or accepted

-

- adult conduct should be. Itisa commonly held 1dea1

\

that all adults ought tb"Be marr:Led and ha\re w family.
. Thls casts bachelors, splnsters, w1dowers and childless-

marrled COuples ;nto an anomalous ‘ca,tegofS', 1mped1ng thelr

Y

1ntegrat1qn 1nto adult spheres of v111jage llfe., Two,,iberle-f' ,
R ,‘vh L Lv"i" .. ) '

examples 111u$trate.‘ . ,"9_- L4 P 3

In Shepherd' \Harbour the only men who do not
Vi - :

attend the even:mg yarns (n1ght1y "gatherlngs of adult

- who llves in common law unlon and two men who marrled 1nto -
‘the v111age. . .“ ] o
I obseryed that women who were marrled but o

_ and wWere not as fully 1ntegrated 1nto v1llagé 11:Ee. It

‘ all mothers and who lost thelr husbands late 1n thelr 11ves,,- ' o
Jremau:med unma.rned w:Lth soc1a1 sanctmn. , -“r,ﬁ. : '-f.'.; - ‘f-‘,,‘

N £ Seamus .had not 'done A \ - N
;'r1ght' by hls chlldren,‘ and “ hlmself by tematrymg : -
"’~and if Ma1‘51e had remalned g splns‘{er after‘he*hebliga—f" 1,‘ - k

N . ‘ - ¢
I

.“,.r ‘ ¥

they would have expenenced less than full pért1c1pat1.on,

A

b e\ i a6 Y

ot

Crare the bachelors, Chlldl"ess o marrled men, one man_. - . .ol

R
shouid be noted that there werp no splnsters 1n Shepherd' BECRPRE ' ;
Harbour at the t1me of" my research and none recollected
by 1nformants in . the 1mmed1ate past. The w1dow,s, who were . L_,

} ) AR "'*,t .
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CASE 5: JOSHUA MAYO-43 AND KATHERINE RYAN-38

In 1954, at age sixteen, Katherine Ryan Came to
Shepherd's Harbour from Schooner's Cove in the capacity
of a 'maid in service' to one other kinswoman; Elarg,
who was recuperating from a difficult pregnancy and needed
help in and around the house. Despite a physicai handicap
(caused by a form of palsy which affected one of her
legs) she was known as. a strong and hard wbrker. As

people would say, "maybe Kate can't walk SO good but she

_got a good arm on- héT (for worklng)'" But because of,

herlhandlcap, Kate was unable to attend dances like the

other young girls. - She didn't go 'out over the road’

with the other gigls at night either, since walking was

3

a painful enough task when it was necessary, and she was

also self-conscious of her limp.

[

Joshua Mayo was the.only living child of Annie

B

and Henry Mayo's seven children. Both were advanced in

’

years' and poor in health, factors which meant that Joshua

bore the weight of their care and support. When he was

v

twenty- three“he met Kate who at the time was eighteen.
Whentsg had coqe h@me on 'refit', he had noticed her at
the 'shop' and saw her working ;p'Clara‘s gardén'next
door. They haq never spoken to eaEh other excegﬁ in
passing the timejof day. | ' ,

One -night they had both attended a soup supper

’and Joshua asked 1f he could escort her home. They began

~

. to see eachnother more_frequently but did not gé out

-

-
a
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partner.

4
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60.
for w¥lk§ as most couples did. Joshua would always, escort
her t& "times'. In June, when Joshua returned to plant
the f%mily garden plot and make repairs on the house and

out-bulildings, he decided to take a 'trip off', staying

village until September. During the course of the

the two became better acquainted, often working

N

r in their respective gardens across the harbour or

g on.thé-muskeg. By summer's end people began to

’

te about their-marriage. When Joshua returned from
t voyage they décidéﬂ tovmaf;yﬁ

. \ - N * 0
their wgy, except for the fact that Kate was Roman Catholic
and Joshua Anglican. Joshua's parents, who had gotten |
to knqg Kate, were not at all opposed to the marriage,
gspecialily because of her repﬁtation as a good wdrker);ﬁﬁ\
- ’ i
a meticu ousdpousekeeper. " Kate's parents approved of her

decision|provided that Joshua did not force their daughter

to convert to Anglicanism. TDespite a physical handicap

7

Kate was lnonethtless seen as ‘being desirable as a wife and

She was nof made to feel indebted to her’husband

for, marrying her. In fact, when'it_camevgd'their religious
»

diffe;entés, it was Joshua rather than Kate who cdnverted,62

.

2The pattern in most interdénominational marriages
is for the wife to/convert to her husband's religion. |
This ;incident is significant because by converting to
Catholicism in a predominantly Roman Catholic village, ‘
Jo§hua experienced.a boost in his prestige. He Teceived
this-prestige because he displayed unrequired loyalty to
his wife. His conversion is séen as an effort toward.the

~creation of marital harmony, a highly desired state and a state
-which many villagers feel is endangered by interdenominational & - :.

marriages. A

There were little or mo obstacles':that“stood in

5
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,ffor the Welfare of His wife and children; Despite the

61.

‘ Evident in the case.of Josh and Kate are the ways
in which éstablished patterns and ideals surrounding ' '
éourtship and marriage can be modified to accommodate.
the limitations of the persdns igvolved. Since Kate
was unable to walk with ease, she had restricted a;ceés :
to- the major avenue in the courtship process, i.e., evening \N\;ﬁ‘

walks over the road, Joshua on the other hand, bginé the y :'

only son of an ailing elderly couﬁle, lacke@“the‘pqrsonal
. ; g :

freedom that other young‘cpurting’men enjéyed,lanﬂ instead’

devoted most of his time ‘toward his responsibilities,.to ' o

his parents; not . unlike the way a married man whould care

fact that these cifcumétancea‘put Kate and Joshua at the
peripheryo£ the courtshiﬁ process it .ultimately drew ¢ :

them together. o :

: o '
Kate's handicap ané Joshua's pressing family

responsibilities could be viewed as featurgs leading

. to a marriage of expediency, similar to that of Seamus

and Maisie described in Case 4. It could also be said

"thaf @ue to the'responsibilityfthey showed in téeiper; *‘<‘
.férmanééﬁf adurt'tasks théy:dispiaf?d a réadinesg for

‘marriage and an'ébilitf to find suYtable, :espoh§ib{p

. and compatéble spouses in each’éther. I;'remaiﬁSAdifficplt, “ .

however, to-say Qhé%hef or not factors of expedignce . I
entered into their minds when contemplating mafﬁbﬁge, o -
But at least in the course of my,observationd, it seems

that even if expediency was .a factor in their decisions




62.

4

it did not cause resentment later in their life.

¥

)

CASE 6: WILLIAM KEOUGH-32 AND FIONA SHANNON-§%

Wil Keough had been fishing aboard Marystown - \\

and Fortune vessels for a few years when he decided to
‘try his hand at the inshore fishery. A fellow trawlerman,
Gerald Shannon from Beau Bols, who had his “own’ 'outflt‘

(i. e., gear, boat, etc.) 1nv1ted hlm to be hns dory mate,

At the time, Wil was nineteen years old : W

ar y

WhenJ;EE‘flshery openeﬁ, he moved 1 with hi§
partner' s family as a boarder (as is ‘the cdm on” practlée)
Belng a quiet person Wil kept to himself much of the tlme o
preferring to fish with Gerry Shannon or spending his
spare time mending gear and working around the house
ang gardén._ Wil's serious manner and quiet natnre impressed
and endeared him to his pértne} and his‘wife, who had
no older sons. - In the course of living with the Shannohs
and spénding a.good .deal of time around their house,

Wil became aéquaintédrﬁ}th'theif gldest:daughter, Fiona,
aged sixteen. Fiona shared many of Wil's mannerismé,V

particularly his eéxce&dingly quiet nature.. Having left’

school, she'Spenf her time working along,siﬂe her mo;hér;
' N

caring for the household and looking after her younger

brothers and sigters.

Being in a family setting rather than the more-

tense artifical circumstances of courtship, thé two were -

Ry b ey e S
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<

bétter able to becofme acquainted with their relaxed rather

than presented selves. W11 was able to witness at close

range Fiona's abilities at household management and her

care for children. Flona was able to evaluate Wil's

ability to prov1de£%or a famlly through his performance

as her father's 'shareman', ‘ }
Fiora and.Willnéd-not go 'wnlking over the road' .

as much as the other coupies, but rather visited at the

“hories' of newly marrled kln.; Once,a couple became a

'serious couple' they begin to enter the adult mar§1ed

IWOrld visiting- marrled k1n and frlends as a pair.t This.

xv151t1ng hetalds ‘their mar1ta1 1ntent10ns and is one of-

)
the ways couples 1nformally announce their intent.

63 ..

The conditions under which they courtedéwere very congenial
desplte the fact that Fiona was considered a little young64
to be entertalnlng’the not}on of marriage. Since both
displayed good sense, maturity and respon51b111ty toward

each other and thHeir ‘roles, the marriage met with little.

ce !

.obstruction. °

y

. .
°

63Also, one of the purposes, for taking evenlng

.walks is 'to keep the /relationship a secret from parents.
‘In this case concealment was unnecessary.

r
64Desplte the fact that the- average age of
marriage has dropped by about two years, sixteen is st111
considered to be too young for marriage in. ‘present day
Shepherd's Harbour. The usual age for females is around
eighteen or nlneteen and for males around -twenty- one or
twenty-two.
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~
of Beau.Bois, became so well acqualnteﬁ and;ac;epted

64 .

While Wil was not from Beau Bois, or any of its
visiting villages, he was not feared or Ereated like
a stranger. This is due to the redefined role he acquired
by hiring on as a 'shareman' with Gerald Shannon. As
was mehtioned above, a 'shareman' usually boards with
the family of the fisherman with whom he hires on. The
relationship between the 'shareman’, ﬁis 'skipper' and ’
his"skipper's famxly is usually close and often congenlal\
The 'shareman' is Just not an employee The two- men‘work

jointly in ‘the flshlng.venture and “h'ave vested interests

" in having as profitable a season as possible.-’ To have

a successful season it is vital that they not only be
experienced fishermen but be able to work well together,

in other words; they must work as a team. This trust

"~ and comradeship developed in. the course of fishing together

is transmitteq”to the family context. Just as the 'share-

man' has résponsibilities towérd the upkeep of the boat

and gear his respon51b111t1es are extended to the famlly

" and home, From this stems his rlghts to participate

Y

in the home morg‘in the capae%tw of a household membet

«

- than just a mere boarder.. It is under these spec1al

cxrcumstances that Wil, as a non- re51dent of the V111age

~

by the Shannons. While the family had little knowledge

about Wil,'since,he did not—grow up in the‘villagg or

r ot ’
its vicinity,. the year he spent 'in their home gave them

o
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CASE 7:° BEN RYAN-27 AND ROSE" HOPKINS 25; MICHAEL RYAN
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65.

an opportunity to knéw him. The year prov1ded W11 and
Fiona with an opportunlty to become acqualnted W1th each
other as well. In fact, Fiona stated that her parents
probaBly knew Wil better than any of the young men from
her village, Under thp cifcuﬁstances then, although

they were from different villages, the distance wag
brldged by intense personal contact and commltment created
between the 'shareman and the 'sklpper’ ‘and his famlly
The 51gn1f1cance of this contact and : commltment is explored

and expanded in the, Conclu51on s dlSCUSSlOH of socio- spatlal"

0
hemlspheres and the varlable expre551on of respon51b111Qy

s

—

, AND JANE HOPKINS

Al e -

Urban courtship practices and the persistance

RV SO YLy

of traditional forms is described in.fhe'two;mar}iages
dealt with below. The role of pﬁréntai opinion and veto,
and post-marital residehce'Are also exgyined‘in light of
urban 1ife styles. “
In 1964 Ben Ryan 51gned on to a St John's b§§ed
trawler that flshed on the Grand Banks : Hls fathe& was.
in the process of tgiving up’ (1.g., r;ti%ing_from) the C -
qua'Scotia fishery and Ben's yéunggf\byother, Michae;,; ' % )
was just beg%nhingﬂxo fish after leaving trade schdol. . . ,CZ::::i’;“% "
Ben's shift';d St.lJohn3s was ad(antag¢ous becausezgéing l ‘ ’.,:§'

based on the island, the br5¥ﬁer§ qoui& get home more- .
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often then wb;en fishing from No.va Scotia. Furthermore,
Ben and Mike could stay at their sister's house in St.
Johngf where she was living with her husband (a St. John's
man) and children.

Like many of the other ﬁeople from 'around the

bay',65Rose Hopkiﬂs created a strong network of friend-

ships in St. John' s, espec1ally w1th people from thenelghbour-

-

ing bays and vﬂlages back home.  While aboard the coastal

steamer ‘headed for St..John s, Rose, struck up a’ frlend-

‘ sh1p with another 'in service' g1r1 Margie Ml%flln,'

from Portune Bay. ,After arr1v1ng 1n=St. John s Margle .
invited Rose to a party, where young pecble from other
south coast villages, particularly those from Fortune

and Placentia Bay had beer invited. Rosesbrought along

" her cousin Jane who was also worKing in a St, John's

hospital. ‘ 'Eﬁ

' During the course of this party, Ben and Rose

¢

were iﬁtroduced and spent a good deal of the.time joking,

-teasing and dancing. At the end of the evening,,Ben
asked for her teléphonpindmbef and address. 'When Ben

returied to St. Jokn's on shore 1gave“fwo‘weeks later

6SIn St. John S, any'ﬁerson who is not- from the

c1ty’may be referred to as a 'bayman' or in the more

preJoratlve sense, a 'baywop'. Conversely, they came
from around the bay', ‘ :

Cesa o lanes

§
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parents.

67,

66

he called her and they went out for a date. Thereafter,

Ben would call Rose whenever he was in port.
™

Both Ben and Rose incorporated the urban dating

styles (goiné to movies, parties, pubs, taking rides

‘

“in the country, and 50 on)/lnto their own rottimes.

Frequently, Ben wowld take Rose to hlS 51ster Mary S home

@or supper and the two wo' n became close frlends as a
ARy g i DA
result. Through Ben and Rose, Mlke was 1ntroduced to,

)

Rose's cousln Jane. And soon both couples we%% double

ol \ . R VR
dat%ng. - e R I -

~Dofing holidays'and occasionelly at other perfoqs

of tht??ear, they were “able to return home to{Fhelr
kS

respectlve v111ages of Shepherd’s Harbour and Meresheen
but’ they never brought home,the1r girl or boy friends-

as did the1r urban counterparts in St. John's. Slbllngs
and other young frlends were aware of their affairs but-
they were still purposefully concealed fromqégelr parents
eyes. This could ea511y be done 51nce most older people
could not read and ‘the letters that were ‘sent home by ,
work1ng cﬁgldren had to be read by yoS;;er brothets and

51sters who would censor the 1nformat10n read to the1r
Y

—

;After a‘year'andfa half of. dating, Ben geve“ﬁose
T A ‘

= . -
—7. / .

&

' ST

N The only time. pesple apply the term 'date‘ is’

when they aretreferrlng to courtship activities in the\
i

c1ty, i.e., St. John's and elsewhere I never heard

\_~J"‘7’~1‘ -

SONPRSINU e U

S e e

¥,

o el S

" used®in the v1llage context. g \\\\§g  I
A T G - _ o .
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68.

a diamond engagement ring67 and they announced a Nowember
wedding date. In September, Ben.'took a frip off'

to bring Rose home to introduce her to his parents and
the restuof the village who were anxious to meet Ben's
girlfriend. ' Ben, however, did not meet Rose's family
until the day of the wedding. A week before the wedding,

Rose and Jane returned to Shenherd's Harbour to help

.prepare. for the fest1v1t1es. Ben and Mlke were st111

aboard Shlpi arr1V1ng the day before the ceremony.68

At 4 00 Pem., on the day of the ceremony, the
families, along w1th pract;oally the entlre V111age,
arrived at the tiny clapboa}d church overlooking the

harbour. After the mass and the exchange of vows and

. rings everyone followed the wedding party into the Ryan

household, Guests brought wedding gifts (handmade 'fancy'

[needleWork] work, blankets or small practical householdf{

7

67L1ke the 1ntroduct10n ‘of white weddlng gowns
in the early 1960s, engagement rings were not part of village

" traditions in most South Coast areas. In fact, Ben was
- one-0of the first men to give an. engagement rlng to his

betrothedr In the instances of the wedding dresses and
engageméﬁt\rlngs their introduction was made via indivi-
duals who had.lived in urban areas like St. John's or
Halifax, and rEflegts 1ncreased contact w1th and acceptance

. . :7 o
receive vacations. Their
conditions at sea, the

68 Trawler men do' n
11ves are ostensibly ruled by

<pecu11ar1t1es .0f the vessels and equipment and the. resources

they pursue. When they ‘require t1me return home’, théy .
leave the boat for the length of one trIB\{uQPally two.
weeks) ‘and rejoin the crew when she returns to port, ususally

without- loss of rank or stand1ng. The two’ weeks;7however, are
wageless. .

R R

e Yo e I"E,FWW .
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" Rose and presented them with wedding gifts. Following

69.

items) when they came to pay a visit to the new couple
and attend the traditional 'kitchen wedding'. The kitchen

and sitting room (clearéd of chairs and other furniture)

wer;\nsed for eating and dancing respectively.:

When guests arrived, they congratulated Ben and

e g S e a0

this, they were seryed a cold blate of meats, rolls, ‘ i.
salads, and pickled beets along with fea Hbmemade breéds C ;
and pastrxes prepared and served by Ben s klnswomen
Those 1ntaxested in staylng to visit or dance would

retire to the sitting room where a few men played accordians

and fiddles while others drank, talked or danced.

. ;. —

Young married people with small children and
the elderly were the first guests served. 7As‘the night

wore on, the young single people began to arrive for C 1

dancing, courting, and merrymaking which boisterousiy- ;

lasted well into ‘the early morninglhoyrs. '
& Mike and Jane continued to see each other while I

working in St. John's. About a year‘and a half later;

they married and settled in Shepherd's Harbour living

along with Ben and Rose in the Ryan household. A year

later Mike and Jane bought a moblle home and settléqc_p

a. hilly meadow Justqpbove Ben. and Rose's partially com-7

pleted hou;e A year later Ben and Rose moved 1nto thelr

home with their infant child. , - l




kept to herself began to frequent a small 'restaurant'

_ -0,

CASE_8: RATRICK FINCH-20 AND SHEILA McGRATH-27

Sheila McGrath, a native of BrasD'or, came to

Shepherd's Harbour at twenty-three. She spent two years

'studying at a Roman Catholic college in St. John's and

left to teach on the Southwest Coast where she taxght

,'for three years. When' she ‘camg to Shepherd's Harbour

' ;she boarded w1th,a famlly and usually kept to herself

)

e \Patrxck who was nlneteen at the tlme, had Just

< >

.f1n1shed grade eleven at the local school and~q&€ go1nguf

. to the Flsherles College in St John s to. study %or a

mate s c1a551f1catlon; Patrlck was also one of three

eligible young males in the harbour and as such, his

company was much sought after by the young women. He

was noaawhowever, particylarly concerned with marriage

at the time and hadn't developed a serious relationship
. L - . .
with any.glrl in partlcular. ! e '

1

She1la'sa1d that the first time Patr1ck asked
her-to go for a walk w1th h1m was‘after a 'soup SUpper'
at’ the school.i Both had come unaccompanled but Patrlck -
had spent the better part of the n1ght on -the dance floor g

w1th Sheila. Toward the evening's end he asked if ‘he could

69

-

69A"restaurant' is-‘a- small establrshment where
take-out food is served, soft drinks are sold and vhere
frequently a jute- box anq pool table are situated. It .
is a hangout for the young L8

0t .
o8, ’ . J L . .
1 . IO .
' < e . ) - - N

‘4

weih herMHOme. After the 'soup supper' Sheila, who usually;[

s A T ”
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‘her 1mmed1ate junlors. In the glrls' v1ew She11a was

‘ring and they announced plans for a May weddlng

71.

in the evenings, buylng, like. the young glrls, a- plate

of french fries and watching the boys (1nclud1ng Patrlck)

ot
playﬂpool

Shella s nightly visits to the 'restaurant'
however, fell under attack by some of -the villagers.

Her most. vocal critics'being youni'girls'who stood as )

' usurplng thelr chances w1th regard to the attentlons

of Patrlck They saw her as an unwelcomed competltor

' fwhere there exlsted a h1gh proportlon of females no B ' K

. males.' The v111age also looked dlsapprOVLngly upon her "}

behaviour because they considered it unbecoming for a 4 -

twenty three ye r old woman, hold1ng the p051t1on of

70 o
teacher to be ending-her evenings at the 'restaurant' o
! spending- g - ]
Rather, she ‘was’ expected to behave in a.quiet modest and

..\‘
» v

serious manner, an example to the -school chlldren. KThe

fact that she was four years oldef{than Patrlck made -;t “34 {
her seem’ rlght fOOllSh' 1n thg eyes . of V111agers.,,A§£ | |
a consequence her act1v1t1es became- a favourlte tonlc ;fk K
of gossip, the longer her anolvement contlnued w1th
Patr1ck Cr1t1c1sm of the affalr peaked in. March of

the follow1ng year when Patr1ck gave’ Her an engagement

tlons of respect are referred to as 'Mlss"

- i "

' 7oTeachers, ‘nurses’ and any other women, (1nc1ud1ng R g ‘
the anthropologlst) from out51de~the V1ilage -who hold p051- . ,f;
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: x';Z}/‘ In the v111age context pre mar1ta1 pregnancy

; they couldn't see any ev1dence of commltment or love

e e o e e T

A

o -

- o

While Sheila oidvnot tell anyonepcntsidelof
Patrick that she was pregnant; the rumour began to spread;;
and maliciou5“gossip continued after the wedding.. One
man said he-heard Patrlck say, "I'd only ‘marry Shella

if I had to (1 e., 1f she were pregnant Whlle 1t

s not uncommon for glrls to be- pregnant befome.marrlage, ;;ﬂ g

few are subJect to such.sharp cr1t1c1sm as Shelig.f As:7

w1th any other romance TUMOUTS . spread qulckly but 1n thlS

1

;case 1t took a dlfferent tack Instead of 51mp1y deduC1ng

e

'that 51nce they announced a Nay weddlng in March a baby
ﬂ:nuet be expected vrﬂlagers thought that she mlght have -

-made up the pregnancy to’"cheat" Patrlck into marrying

her. Thls attltude was d1rect1y related to the dlfferenCe
in thelr years and the 1nappropr1ateness people 1nterpreted

Jine her behav1our. Her quletness Was 1nterpreted as

"

belng ant1 soc1al and her dlsregard for v1llage oplnlon

strengthened thelr dlstrust and dlsapproval of her behaV1our. N

- ..»_»

LU

is. seen as an outcome of a couple's mutual and long last-

1ng comm1tment to each other and to the ch11d that they

fre brlngzng 1nto the world As a rule couples usually

do not engage 1n sexual 1ntercourse untll they have become i'f{'

a. 'serlous cbuple' As far as vxllagers are concerned

betweenfpatr;;k and Shella.' Wh11e,they were powerless _ :?J

&

]
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73.

¢

village fashion. The codple did marry in~May despite
bad feelings and gossip that continued to persist even ,
:after their child was born iﬁ September. After staying

‘with Patrick's parents for three months, the codple moved
intp a mobile home'ﬁhich.they siﬁpat¢d~fur€her down the_

social involvement with other ‘ i

d

-3

-harbour, away from most.

villagers. L AN R L 4
. o SR . : . . :
°o .2 l.’ - . ..I 4




! CHAPTER I1II .

SOCIO SPATIAL CONFIGURATIONS OF COURTSHIP:
THE - RENDBZVOUS AND VENUE

) Whlle courtshlp patterns have undergone recenf
_moélflcatlons, they have remalned fundamentally the same'
‘over tlme. The rende zvous (the 'restaurant' [or ‘the

'shop'~1n earller t1mes])st111 plays a cruc1al role in
_the drama of courtsh1p< While each of these loc1 are
.gharacterlzed by dlfferent funct1ons and the behav1our
, approprlate tothem distinct, the venue and the rendezvous

are: st111 compllmentary segments of: the“procesg of court-

shlp-and marrlage. (See dlagram of the 'restaurant'

1n Flgure 2, page 75) e -

Y

The 'Reetaorant'i 'As,Rendezvous SR - .

‘ . In the evenlng after s'pper chores are: done,,
‘the young (unmarrled) people':f‘the v1llage congregate

" at- the.'re:teurant' to play a: few games of pool, listen.
'hhto the Jute box or watgh the other young people. Whlle a

the ‘restaurant‘ is almost excluslvely the domaxn of -

“

-t

the young people, chlldren and adults (to a 1esser extent)

frequent 1t durlng the early evening hggrs. Between ?;l. yjis;F.~}£

’

8 00 and 3 d .:m. (after the chlldren's bedtlme), however,

'”h‘ the 'restaurant' begins to f111,np w1th young ff;»:“Q-?“i'-ff:l e

[y
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te

" tend to cluster at the {front'

..gettlng close enough to the wicket 4,to give an order.
_sharlng snacks and c1garettes along w1th 1nt;macies

. N N 4 . o “‘. . '4“‘ .. . E
e . - . o T o T -

o the role of information carriers. -. Chlldren w111 .often.”

76.
N

I3 . -~

71

people. The %émosphere of thé tiny (20 x 15 foot)

building takes on an electrifying a4ir; a counterpoint

v ’ . ¢
of silent proxemics double ententés and throbbing country
western and‘:ockﬁmusic.72' Figure'z provides a diagram - L

f the lrestaurant',,relatlve to the proxemlc p051t10n5'

held by young males and femalesb The symbols 1nd1cate . :;,

&
<. -
RN Pon-SIE L

Athe p051t10ns held by females 9 -and males d‘ .rle ‘ o 'j

73 of the 'restaurant™

by. the kitchen. The area ie'literaily blocked‘with

g1rls, often so tlght that customers have d1ff1cu1ty . ) ' -
r v o e

Glrls'stand around glggilng and chatting.nervously,

~and. silent gestures, as they watch the boys. The’ boys B P B

upholﬂ a cool aloofness from the glrls. They.are 1ntent' Wf

Ty

-t

Chlldren in the capac1ty of. "non persons“ f111 o

come ‘into a house,. shop, ‘or any.. other pl”‘ §sit “down - - e s

" for-awhile or stand by the door without gay1ng anythlgg

- and then, leave.f Wheni they return home, they Will’ be R
asked, "who ‘was:‘that.at Aunt- Winnie's, or; what was g01ng R
on over to the restgurant Dear?'; E‘:', . SN ) o

72Tradltional Newfoundland mu51c has been s pplanted -3. © <
by Country Western musicsof, NewaUndland Canadian,)and - -
Amerlcan art1sts. ;"Top twenty" songs are also po ular..i‘

K 73Techn1ca11y, the front of the restaurant would I A
be con51dered the rlght hand §ide: of+the: dlagram, the S ! AL
part fac1ng the. road, +This partlcular’spatlal orlentatlon AR
is suggestive of the orlentatlon of the v111age hall ' ,g;ghijguw‘ s
and the church. : ity R SRR L R A
RN N é ;Uue.;-- G e e s T T




, f' 'restaurant' Some w111 go ‘out, fot}a walk or rlde and

',.:J

. . (,/?
on the game of pool'they're playing or watching, while
they display mock annoyarice with thf.girl's disruptive -
‘chatter. .Strutting aroundhthe billiajd table a'hoy
) will.adereSS'the hall, take a,fey triai'strokes and.
finall&'buhctuate the air with the souna‘of'riekochetting
b1111ard balls, wh1ch for a moment commandfall e§és-
on hlmself and the table One of the more popular
p051t10ns for shootlng &s the one marked (X) on” the dlagram

FE
Boys~1n mock 1nnocence will frequently- poke back their

s

- cues into the crowd of "unsuspectlng" glrls. One of
the glrls, usually a glrl who 11keé‘the player” w111~

take hold of the cue wh11e makigg an accompanylng saucy o c-
remark; Glrls 1nst1gate therr share oﬁﬁthe tea51ng ‘
‘aS'ﬁell Whlle wa1k1ng over to the Jute box, for’ 1nstance,

.a glrl mlght "acc1dentally" bump 1nt0 a player who is * o  tL'.é
abOut to. make'a shot pa551ng along w1th,on1y a glance _“' . if g
over her s;éulder and a co‘uettlsh b”Sorry 'bout that,. .‘;' 3

my dear....”ﬁ*'

The restaurant‘serves,two otHer 1mportant purposes

be51des prov1d1ng ai
]

between the sexes."

arena for these double ententes’ f. e ~'ﬁf

In the course of an evéM1ng young

-3
people w111 contlnually be comlngnln and’out of the:, "-:-; ST

T : N IR

l

‘ N L
return to- see- what 1s g01ng onl/who has left or; has 1i
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The

'restaurant’

' 75
setves as a rendezvpus

for young

couples.

On

The fo&lowing two examples iliustsate.

one occasion a young girl came into the

fn -

'reetaurant3 and went over to ﬂ? cluster of nglS who
were‘chetting and joking by the wicket. She said hdrdly
. 8 word and stood smoklng one c1garette after another
s, she expectantly watched the door.“ Shortly, E young
' man came ‘in. and her expre551on changed con51derab1y as’
she began nervously talklng to her g1rl friends; keeping-
one eye on the young man who was but oniy A few feet
.away from'her, at the wicket. He left after exchang1ng

a few pleasantrles with the proprletor, another young

person.

About a minute later, the girl snuffed.opt"ag

half smoked c1garette and left.:

As 1 turned back to .

the cluster of glrls after not1c1ng the exit of the glrl

I caught the eye of a frlend who flashed me a knthng
B Lt oy . '
glance.

In the course of another evenlng, Gertle had

- agreed to go for a r1de Wlth anyoung man,'who she had

g [ KAt
met at a dahce 1n Schooner s Cove the Week before.

e x,
When the young man entered the 'restaurant' neltherahe

75Before the 'restaurant' was started in 1970
the ‘shop or_general store wag

young: - coupﬁes at*the:’ tlme. * The .
1deal- because;custOmers ¢ame in.and: out, ‘the men tended i
to congregate

P

_there and busrness hburs Were: restrlctrver;;

. omewhat of a- "hang out"h_j#“
'-sﬁor the: youngﬁand was , the - best: n0551b1e rendezvous-for. “: .. - L1
' "shop!y: howéver,; “was' potl S .

e o A e TR A
N R B




’

is a11ve w%th an abundance of cues, gestures'

N

-
N

not learned from Gertie andgfhe~othei glrlsnthat shej
liked.him

After contlnulng to 1gnore the young man Gert1e qulte

audlably announced to one- of

’

I would have never known they, were acquainfEd.

Dalsy,

.

z/p/§j1ends, "Well,
my dear, I suppose I’ should b goin' down (meanlng home),

'am some. tlred tonlght‘"' Wlth that

-l

and put out nsr c1garette and the two glrls meandered

'

Dalsy took her cue

out. Ten minutes later,"buddy 6 ¢ m Schooner s Cove.
left the 'restaurant‘ plcklng'up-Gert1e and Dals»'who -

‘were walk1ng along the road.

Ajey drove the length of

[
-

to take thelr drive alone.

The modes of- oommunlcatxon in the"restaufant'

are of two fypes,'verbal and non verbal Whilelthere

- J

may be 11tthe¢pr1vate

7
the/sexes whlle éf‘ ré

great deal of communlcatlon w1th1n the male and female

-

clusters, resp%9t1vely

U

RN . K

-

staurant', there 1s st111 a d -

. the harbou;},dropped off Dalsy at’ her house and pfoceeded
e .

erlous communlcatlon between"

thh groups afe'aware of ongo1ng

romances and discuss thelr own romantlc 1nterests or- the

affa1rs of thelr frlends.

Y

¥

:‘A:"'-:.'-" : o o : '-7
‘“leﬂghklng fq,
. - 1ike: guy, fellow or
of thiﬂg Ison i

‘..\;. :
o R

Buddy

13 ‘a %erm USed when referr;ng

;o, or-

looks'r’

‘

). o
The mood of the"restaurant",f:l'_

a male person “and

sn

s .synonymous with' worda >
hap. - “It 15 also used when the name
nown ' . 5
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s ! L
ficial it provides young people with a rich ahd effective

’ . mode for self expression without revealing the private ‘
IR a self. . While the 'restaurant' is predominantly a domain '

S 'Vlv of the young,‘{t is Sti£l~a publio place and thus subject

to the scrutlny of others, espec1a11y adults or chlldren

.;»‘

. -
b g e e T

f{ who often serve as carrlers of 1nformat10n. The’ concealment'th
REEE of romant1c affalrs is qontaned even by 'serlous couples' '.3 T ‘é,
S . Poo-n 3 g i
- B When a- couple are. present at the restaurant' .- j
they will arrive separately, leave separately and during e
H
i ¥
the course of the evenlng, will stay’ in the mal o :
PN female clusters. Thls too, is a pattern 51m11 r to.the S
, . . P .‘ L. L \ . \ ‘ . o ‘ e
: £ v151t1ng patterns of mari;ed couples, where women cluster -. 2
- N ‘l N ~ "'_ . L ’ . P
. . 1n the kitchen and the me \51ng and dr k_jn the sitting - | - - 1.0
. S N j./ - . . . s L
o Toom., .o o N X . L
et - " The Roadb As Venue . . .
) S - The 'hlgh road‘ 1nuo the V1llage had been completed 3*'¢' 1.
grwﬁ.lv S ‘ for only two years when 1 began fxeld ork yet ’as a § we
AR ’ J » el »-‘u: o
g . tonsequence the tradltlonal pattern 01 fvaying good ERER B
RO nlght' underwent a radlcal metamorph051s'- Young people : ;dﬂff.f{ ]
i T e LU
: st111 spend thelr even1ngs on the road but now courtlng .

i has moved 1nto automob11es and the route bf travel has// f'ﬂ ffﬁl;}‘i
f’f}.?ﬁfb_'V” becomé the 'hzgh road" The dwnershlp or access to ‘an “,ﬂfiihfﬁ“§3
jll'-i‘.'V{f,d:{/.-automoblle is now a prerequ151te for a young\man approachlng S
R S ceﬂrtshlp age.:- '_g ~frf*ifj7;fgﬁvj :“\ f:e?m e

. ' o s
f “ o e \ 5 N .
usually 'go for a mde m an aﬁtomoblle'over t@ ’hl& A
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.

s in:a car.or.go’ off by themselves -along the many secluded
‘ ]'paths above the village._ P AT Ly e _

- i:i"InStead of’ saylng’"who ‘Has Néd got 1.,\
.""'.ﬁ'._'::."WhO‘S,, he 'gbt aboard her?" ) -\’;6 PR

81.

e S i

. L. - . <
road', but they do not leave the 'restaurant’ ‘together.

Like Gertie, a girl may say audibIy to a few of her friends,‘

"hey let s go for a: walk" '~77-» If a young,éman in the ' . 2
'restauran“t' 11kes one: of the glrls, he may after a short R

"whrle, ‘leave w1th a/ﬂfale frlend get rnto hlS car- and "
dr1ve«down "the road after the glrls. When they come SR

L

upon the glrls, they usua,lly“ overtake them at hrgh speed

a‘leavmg a great spray o,f. pebbles and dust (or mud and

- _m_;“'- A e e s

snow, dependmg on ‘the- season) in their: wake. Once they

© get to the government wharf (the” road is a dead end) R
\th-ey turn around headlng back through the vrllage. - . o

Upon srghtlng the gu:ls they trawl78 (ride) along51de

th walk::.ng glrls 'tormentlng (tea51ng) 'back and forth

unt:L;l the dr1ver~ asks a11 the glrls if they want a rlde ‘
up the h111 ,'I“he'_ drlver w1I1 usually tease one" glrl, o '
: the g1r1 he 15 1nterested 1n and very 11ke1y the one who "

announced that she wanted to £0; for a walk she walts T

unt11 all the grrls p11e 1n‘lto the back and she sllps E

-1nto the front. When theY reach the t0p bf the h111 R
. o { - ot N ! . ' . .
*-(after ab*out a two mrnute ’rlde) everyone p11es out P N £
PR R o et :w:*g'. C e 'l:\.,_‘r,:_ . . ,‘;—“ - ™ ;v - ) N ,. o 7_.
L i We ™ et T, -*" . . ','. ‘ g',"". . - ' ‘1. ) . L
L 77If a young man does not have a Car om' s’ too TR "
")mung to" drlve hen and ajgirl: mlght‘ Jjoin . another,couple ..'.‘ e e

.;'

:

o .), : [ ‘ AR - . PRI o i IR0
R 78Nautrcal terms are frequently used when‘,'-re er 1ng PN SO
to cars, iie., one: mlg;ht 'stean' over to .St Charles_r.a..,,:.h, ; TR
-hls‘fcarV!.', 1t2.-:1s ‘
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except the driver and the girl.

Most drives consist of going to St. Charles’
- ) - or Schooner's Cove and then'back‘to Shepherd's Herbour.

4'If 1t is. the first tlme two young people have gone for'

b deaga e S

- ok

‘a, drlve together’they w111 probably ‘come, home early . o
"i, e o "‘If they have gone out before they may stop along the way

to listen to. ‘the .car’ radlo, talk and leS. Most couples

‘are off'the road before.eleVen or twelve at the latest,

usualiy:making it home for 'lunch' (seeAﬁootnote.SO).

These drives, however, are never referred to as

-dates. ?eopley as it was explained to me, only go out

. . " on dates in St. John s .and not 'around the bay'’ (see
cases 8 andr9).‘ One girl. who was- attendlng hlgh school o
. - - \ R )
. ; - ; . z !
;’;// Lo invSt.‘John's and who had dated-there explalned'that - - q

There' S, no place. to go on a date- e
. -+ .. .in the harbour, nothing's ‘that's L
. .. different...all there is is the.'rést- S E
y - aurant'. and you don't need no fellah s
- ¢: ‘to'bring you dere, it ﬁus not the . . -~ . SRS
© ' same like Sin Jdhn' s...everybody D e J
'_knows ya here, sure.,“,v- uf ..f,gm't',f:ﬂ‘“-

. . N .o [N |
N . L sy D . . e
T . . EEE . - . P

Another sa1d "can you 1maglne some'fellah com1n r1ghtf~f"~“5*§“.

R Ny ;
¢1nto the kltchen 11kes they does in the mov1es, askln'-x,}n_’q

.';#f“ffpr Mom 1£ I's ready to go out on our date (nervous Laughter)" 'h; D

R L ,u\ .

?

“‘;ﬂ . ~5_:$. "Oh my, God She'd be after skreacbln "! "Oh my, I'd -q,”uj o
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like the automobile, the 'high road', and 'réstaurant'

have been introduced into the V111age scenj drastic -
structural changes have not been a consequence for court-
ship.. By ‘and large, the tradlt¥mnal patte S have 1n-

corporated these new 1nnovat10ns. fhe sth the popular

1:rendeZV0US of the past (cases 2 and S) haJe glVEnrway

But the need for thé rendezvou51 ZH
remains and: w1;h 1t a propen51ty for retlcence and dis- -
Whlle the dutomobile has supplanted the nlghtly

custom of 'say1ng goodnlght' (see cases 1, 2, 3 and 6)

“young people still use the road as a venue forﬁdourtship
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CONCLUSION

v
© INTRODUCTION

Like: other trans;Ltlons of 11fe through wthh o

marrlage carrles broad 1mp11cat10ns

for not only the 1nd1V1dua1 but for the famlly and

the 1nd1\r1dual pass es

communlty Marnage brmgs famlly members not only 1nto new .

statuses, but W1th the, fnrth of- offspring brings forth

¢ REW stages m the growth expansmn and .perpetuity . of a

fﬂamlly'.\ . Marrlage in a broader soc1a1 context creates
for: tho larger‘communlty' a guarant-te’e of the contlnuatlon "

of members whww1ll malntaln the communlty as a v1ab1e N
and meanlngful soc1a1 unlt SR ' R T o

Th1s chapter addresses 1tse1f to the relatlonshlp

malntenance of the V111age as a v1ab1e soc1a1 un1t

‘ Thi 7 w111 be done through the examlnatlon of— a pumbe\r | "‘. =

of 51gn1f1cant features.l These 1nc1ude the concepts

1

of (1) the 1dea1 spouse

RRY
i .\

(4) the relatlonshlp between soclo spat1a1 bemlspheres
The multlvocal (Turner 1967 50)

"and marr1 age selectlon .

aspects of the c'oncepts of 'belonglng ,’ 'crowd' and

(2) !'lOtanS concernlng premautal \‘

pregnanc:y, (3) retlcence 1n ;soc;lal 1nteract10n, and

—

between the courtshlp an'd marrlage process and the ,‘ P o NP

e o B e el SRR 2

3




our knowledge of not only courtship and marrlage\but to,

understand how. th;Ls process reflects the 1oca1 ethos,

\,_ s o v arid to understand the meanlng that famlly and v1llage

; haVe for the pé(ople of Shepherd's Harbour. o

..
T

RURS

THE CONCEPT OF THE IDEAL SPOU_SE AS' AN EXPRBSSIQN OF ETHOS

"xﬂf' ) The ,concept of the 1de§1 spouse prov1des c(s wrth

'an 1n51ght mto under§tand1ng the ethos of. these coastal

~ £,

\rlllagers.. Geertz states that Jng people s -ethos 1s -
\ .

" foral and aesthetlc style and mind;, it is the underlzmg

a constant evaluatlve process w}uch assesses cultural
‘*‘t. Lo - ‘e
' phe‘nomena, both 1deat10nal and behakural 1n terms of
A

'Wlth reference to these evaluatu/e

PR
BEAENN

S % .
o standards or valuesa..

’-" “to speabof v
" B of preference ua.lltles of relatlon-“.’ N P

"cqntexts.‘ Values: mvolve. a- g'radxng MRS

"relatlve deslrab:[lity “The: emphas1s

“Values: have ~a.cognitive" aspect, theyt '
rpayx ‘be’ conceptuallied haVe a, shape :

the tone, character and quahty of’ the;\,r hfe, 1ts \ -

s attltude toward the‘mselves and the1r world that llfe o S
9 &Qﬁté_ {underhnlng mme} (1973: 1. “This ethos' S

15 the "apparent etyle of, llfe" and 15 malntalned through_}.‘

W : v - L -~

ok thmgs and .actions in<terms: of. thelr R

Y is positive.’ Tt. alsg 1mp!11es..,syst«em,at1o o
_'-,?__ behakur, not s imply’ randpm?choices, .. 7% o

v

ars 1mpF11es recognltlon R AN

LS N
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', . . ' SR ' 1 :
e of prospect:.Ve mates 1n terms of thelr des1ra‘b111ty ‘and,
R L acceptab111ty as respon51b1e adult, members vof the’ communlty
o ; and- compatlble 1ndw1duals«.".'~“ | .t.-\ , o | s
L e The select}on“ c;f suc,h candldates 15 1nfluenced
RS dlrectly by a )set\ ofa well estabhshed standards. "Theseu':‘,“'.”.'
":“_"! S "'.::”" .‘-standards ser\.re as’. the ba51s for the.l'e\;el‘ﬁa;tlon of 'an’ -
"'] KRy " '\mdl\rldual's persoﬁailcy, reputatmn nda matui‘;t;.: \The\\ .
s . embodlment of such qualltles °15 found 1n the concept of—‘.
A ot
: ' ! the 1deal husband : ) ” R L e
. ) The Ideal Ht.fsband' 'The Qu1et Man o '
. - s e The ndeal- husband should beJa 'quet man' K that 15»
\ a : .‘he should b’e a senous mlnded man wh‘o rarely gets 1nto ~
., ' ‘ : 1":‘.;";;5‘? flghts: or makes a hablr of’ dnnkmg 'm excess.‘ He shoulﬂ
S '(‘;:’-‘;be able to dlsplay his | capac1ty to act’ 1n -3 \res‘ponmble

PR -~ A ; R

- \"‘/‘: \.“'. .. . A
2 ' D concept ofn the qu1et man' reveals, to a potent1a1 w1fe~ and
' ._, . . '\’ ‘1
: her parents; a system of va,’lues and a mode of conduct: tha e

“1s

‘"days lof-'Chns'tmas pe_nod, see

fashlon tOWard h:.s famllyf and exhlblt hlS ab111tyr tOl e S

Lo proV1ﬂe for hlS famlly s welfare- by ma;ntalnlng steady
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different contextual loci in which specific forms of at-
titude and behaviour are approoriate.=rReticence, in
interactions with.most other adult per%ons in the village,
is a demeanor ap;opos to the public domain. Other contexts,
however, especially those iﬁvolving family and l%ved ones,
require familiarity.and genuineness, emotions otherwise

80

concealed from the‘public eye. Shifts in mood and

styie are required,with each shift in social contekt

“ When young people for example, are in the preseﬁce

'{of adults romantlc llasons, or, the dlsplay of romantlc:

‘»1nterest in members of the opposxte sex are concealed ' -~ﬂ,

. time' (the rendezvous), or any other oa

o from pub11c and parental scrutlny’ But in the context e ‘

‘of the roa% (the venue) , the 'res nt ! . and_, '_the

" ¢an be together, the'mood and personal étyle‘of'coﬁductl

shift from reticence to faﬁiliarity and self disclosure.
I1f a young man is to be consi&ered'attracttve to a court-
able young woman he fust d1splay not only his feelings |
for her but exh1b1t an ab111ty to perform male tasks like
flshlng, nav1gat10n, lumberlng, carpentry, etc ; w1th
skill and respons1b111t§ But to excel in these skills

he must possess a personal demeanor approprlate to the

male work world. Thus, thls patteTn of publlc reticence

, and'oritete familiarity sets the tone and quality of hls ;

]

80A condition Wthh initially struck the 1nvest1~
gator as coldness.

o' s W

R

ey

T T e S

S IS
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life and) serves as the cornerstone of his integration
with his family, fellow villagers and outsiders.

The Ideal Wife: 'The Clean Woman @

Being a ‘clean woman' is synonymeus with heingl

married and having ohildren. Embodied in the concept

of the 'clean woman' are values and qualltles which pervade
_not only whax is ideal about .a w1fe but what is 1deal
about women 1n>general The expre551on 'clean woman'

goes.. beyond the 1dea of the f1n1caI1y metlculous house;
}w&fe, yet 1t 1s not synonymous w1th chastlty 51nce marr1ed
A_Women are referred to by thls term., The term, however,v
tdoeé 1mp1y modest and ret1cent conduct on e part of ‘a
woman. Perhaps most - 1mportant of all the expre551on

L4

refers to the love, nurturence and support women glve.

t

through thelr care and 1nvolvement with the famlly home ,
and v111age.~ Whlle ‘this ”cleanllness” 15 assoc1ated

W1th being a good housewzfe, the cpncept is also assoc1ated
_with the atmOSphere a w1fe and mother creates’ 1n : home
'that 1s well cared for. A woman cleans, cooks, and main-,
talns her home not 50 much to create a shOWplace but
rather to- expreés her. love for her family., 81

wOmen<are thie bearers of chlldreny_ They care'

‘ :’\\

, It would however, be an overstatement to suggest’
an assoc1at10n between this concept of womanly cleanliness
and the purlty/pollutlon dicotomy advanced by Douglas (1966)

PPV




. " .‘,' i .
for their needs, provide them with love, guide thenm.
through their spiritual instruction and figure prominently
in their sociaLization. Women aré wives; They proVide

love and care as ‘well as companlonshlp and partnershlp

to ‘their husbands. While marltal d;scord is not unknown

I

the relationship'between husbands and w1ve5‘is generally CT

82

-close. Be51des prOV1d1ng for the emot10n31 needs of her

wffamlly, a woman must be able to cook bake 'sew kn1t _'_( _ -

"and wash for them as well 83 W1ves and mothers also =

:malntaln the house 1tself, patntlng and performlng ltght };':':‘

ﬁjrepa1rs both 1n51de and out ) Out51de the home women

s
»

"ftend ‘the - famlly s vegetable gardens, and llvestock barns.

[ Y

Beyond the home women contlnue to be a cohe51ve

)

'force espec1ally in organlzlng annual fund Taising - efforts
'for the v111age church and school Women in either church A

‘based orT, frlendshlp based groups also 1n1t1ate and organlze

.

Christmas and Easter fest1v1t1es, wedd1ngs, dances, soup-'_

,:suppers and the 11ke, prov1d1ng a backgrop for soc1a1

“‘events whlch brlng together the ehtlre V1llage

Xoung glrls learn early about the 1deals and

expectatlons surroundlng women Even before 11tt1e girls

- .

82See Chlaramonte '1969:78, for a. d1scu551on of
marital harmony in another South Coast Vlllage.

8 MUIT (1978) offers -an 1n51ghtfu1 and detalled
analysis of household skills and the values. and views’

surrounding them in 51m11ar flshlng v1llages on Isles de-
la- Madelelne.

'

n\ C 8,

~t
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s enter school (at age £1ve), they are act1ve1y 1nvolVed ’ ;
w1th the. care of infant 51b11ngs and other ch11dren ;
. younger than themselves. In fact 1n comparlson to boys, Lo 'éjq
- nglS are 1n1t1ated into the women s work world far . &
earlier. By. the t1me young females reach courtshlp\ é
. age they are adept at household skllls and have beeh , . %:
z ‘ shar;ng w1th the;r ‘mothers and’ sisters the respon51b1l . “%
A llties of home management lee young men, they too have ) E:
2'12 ;,\‘ developed the skllls and qualatles wh1ch.w111 prepare Do
' ’! » them for marrled llfe. e ‘ "-'».}.'.':_' ‘L [ LT
PREMARLTAL'PREGNANCY e L e T T T
S With an mnderstandlng of an ethos ‘that places e ‘: f..",‘.':_'s
) the fam1ly and the V111age at the axls of soC1a1 llfe,ﬁ.%fﬁpu'h7gw“'fft;;
:and Wthh place; a h1gh premlum on 1nd1vtdua1 retlcence ;”j;. “i' ‘ :j"
and tolerance' the\attltudes towards,~and actlons concernlng "in‘f‘“
’ pre marltat p}egnancy ‘take ‘on new llpht Wh11e young : ?.7'ﬁi,'q 3}1
% people are encouraged durlng thelr ;oC1allzatlon to }w " ‘ : R g. ;
' asplre towards the 1deals out11ned\abQVe,'1t ls‘reallzed v GF
f and accepted that courteh1p 15 Stlll a perlod characterized ;1 L
b&ﬁexperlmentatlon,frlvollty, 1ndec151on and youthful ‘;’“‘{';?&ﬁtuwi‘f
1nept1tude,i Consequently, there ex;sts the potentlal i.;h{{:?f,'ﬁitf
i - for dlscrepan;hes‘to arlse betweenN;hat is, 1dea11y hoped L'ah V'};Lhy
. for in an 1nd1v1dua1's behav1our and what .occurs. in. B JL;J fo id‘ﬁ N
actuallty, On the face of 1t the h1gh 1nc1dence of | Il_;x ' i? e
pre maratal pregnancy mlght suggest that young people “f;jf*EJE;jf‘
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. o : are not'- 11v1ng up@&g the .ideals that are expected of‘them., T oo

' ’ | Thlrty out of 51xty four marrlaoes or’ approxrmately half

.of the contemporary marrlages haVe been establlshed w1th

‘. :' . “f",L_ the brlde belng pr%gnant or hav1ng already glven blrth‘ )
'“:' rEff+ [ L' A Closer 1ook however, reVeals that thls Is'not the caserl
E -Tf“i”*? o Whlle v1llage attltudes 1nd1cate tha¢ proarsculty is’ indeed Es
%,:ﬂj-' :;jpjﬂ s frowned upon, sexual 1nt1macy when based upon srncere lfxi;; t;ﬁif:_;fii
iij€~;,;l?f,;;fﬁ affecthn between'a~Young\;an and woman who 1atend to }2{37,‘¥“""*'” -
,_‘ff.' !
.t?;_-f;i,::{xj«f Arch1val documentalton reVeals that a pattern began'f
- §~¥'1?;;,L§f 't° form durlng the late 18005.‘ Explanat1ons rrov1ded‘~ - E -
'ZF..}ff. “ hf' by 1nformants, and sueported by earIsh records, hold '?i h-t,.;
RIS ‘-_... fi thaﬁ the reason why there tends to be a- rather hlgh Tate ng'l é.ﬂ
B “;'TjijJ t}a | of, pTE’marltal PTegnaﬂGY, eéﬁeélally-on,tﬂe earlrer o | s
Ffff.7_:f75:; :‘ ; geagratlens.;has to do W1Qh the fact thathclerlcs were. i¥{$:; )
T ‘:“' a scarce commodlty xn Fortune ﬁéy Prlpsts and mlnlstersy . L
.ﬁ}agfﬁ:,;;qiéﬁe:;' would try to V151t each Haalet,tc;ve”and&v111age at’ least )

" -t
Kl
vt .
PN
. .
I .
. <
f
. |
3 i
B .




L @, " nl 3 " o L - R s W . . .
. 2% 2 --:'. 4 ,‘.r ’ ] s - :." - .::-;.4 . '¢: E o Ry ; " ..' ., : , .:
o g g, 3 .‘Z; 1 ’1‘ WJ&;“{‘ e . .l
e L unp * * s . ,
] - ;.‘ Ler & faea @ " . g . o L A g
. . & B . LI} “. + » ) ¥ = ‘. r:‘. 2 .. ’ . . .
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marrlage process and the general reluctante on part of Wt Vhea ¥ oS
g L. ‘.most V1llagers to overtly comment, on or hRVe anput 1nto,.,.-33.k}1 ¥
k1. - i 8 the acts or behav1our of others 1s 1mportant to our l;‘~ j1 g == 0B -
g ‘ M . » - P L £ 'r 2" A Sl zl‘ I
“18 L -’ . 14 ‘. 1 - '-.-, .t’._ -. }: .‘t.
d - o . understandlng'of how pre marltal pregnancy 1s dealt w1th R LERE L
o S U TR T ¥ T R
Iy g,k M 2 LA
i DI Due to the exlgences of that per;ad these couples were 3
WP T . vt :
. o not ostrac1zed . In aotuallty, they became husband and
<w1fe at a ’wedd1ng ok That 1s they woubd have a. large
5 ‘c e ,, E - ‘

-celebratlbn,whére they would marry each other 1n front

..'

i 'r.'--

"of. the entlre v1llage.. When- ither a m1nlster or pr1est

Bt ! \ '
‘ eventually came to call, t *‘ﬁ’;n

A e
i"

at the church In factﬂ“

stts between the:'

& f'.j_Igfhf.gand the 'marrlage' (the mellgious celebration) B; %
an " "'..‘.':._:.':).. ' B - ’ 3 Q By e oW "\ . L T Y --:
f?:wx'-{ﬂjgivlj’ ..the ch11dren of these unaons were not know as bastafds 1

-f{;;iﬂ-f]‘;?ﬂfﬁ 2' on 1lleg1t1mate chlldren ~slnce thelr parents had publlcly

S A proclalmed themselves td be marrled j,rgﬂ %”,Zu'j,'}}j L
: . ..-- : . :.. ~' " ...' i i o gt 8 .- N A .. .- . -;.. .-‘.' ‘.-..‘. . _“.. . ;
o . ;f.ﬁ‘ In some measure, the tolerance Wthh presently oy
P Em e surrounds prewmarlta} pregnancy can befattrlbuted;to»the . RO
Y RO ) ‘:' :: ’ Doy, T, 500 - _' I “..‘ 8
o R g scarcity of clerlcs during the early perlod of settlement <TI0 T LA
-;3"f?}t:5”ffh. along the SouthﬂCoast.84 Thls lenlent attltude 1n my vzewé} o
...'.'l' '__ ::"' Ty “ :.. ,'-f < ‘ -.' . ~ ,v o e S C L e o d
‘f:ﬁg,~:~g~T§U';nyf ls also part of a general mood of retlcence whmch pervades ‘L fooas :
ochll e fh . o & Tar, S0 1 o B : ’ i
1" y J :k .v111age soc1a1 llfe. People wouldﬁbe hard pressed to =
"*f“'lifr‘é'- 5 dlrectly 1nterfere in. the affalrs he they romant;c or 'fili-
fron. b f,h;-n‘c LIl N N M e S L L = KN
EE | . L -..,"_'_. iy r 02 N .'.'," iy :,u_',- = '-_.:,'_'_1 o BN z P b
‘.'.. ) e, ¢ 4 R 0y o v & om .
r Th1s relatlonshlp between cler1ca1 scarc1ty and_ B
s att1tudes toward ‘pre- marltal pregnancy occurred to-me- onlyij2f"
S " after my leaving the'field. :'A:more ‘indepth.investigation - /7 .
£ -into archival’ materlals 1n St John 5 and Fortune Bay would~ -
i have been helpful. b A g 0 ) -
s b T By ik '
-{ ‘.":‘ T -~ h"“ f __' ‘.-" -“'. -:
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‘ftoo ’bold' to comment on another person 5" behav10ur d1rect1y

. ! .' }‘.

i.otherW1se, of thelr cov1llagers. ThlS does not, however,

i suggest that they are 1n $ome way unaware or d151nterested
'FarAfrom 1t In fact‘ the favourlte pastlme of most
“v111agers 1s the exchange of news and g0551p concernlng

: their nelghbours People, however, would conslder 1t far

s l

e L

Ethnographers worklng in other' areas across

Jthe 1sland,report various . forms of reticent. behaviolr..

- Firestone "(1967) working -on.the great North Peninsula,"

'Lnter—personal relations.. Retlcence which-he: ‘has’ termed -

‘“tolefance of impassivity, is more of an ongoing personal

";ong01ng pe%sonal style;, or- ethos, “of- reticence;. contrlbutes

";emotlon is- not encouraged and- aggresslveness creates’ a'
"istréss. on 1dea15 of egalltarlanlsm in -Cat Harbour - (Farls
1973:102) . .'Fatis quotes Lumsden's (an- early churchman. on:.
~ ‘the: Northeast Coast) observations.of "the people in ard’ et
.around Cat Harbour ~Limsden notes that ‘'the strenuous man,:;jg.‘ R

jcgln ‘Fitestone's-view, toward the- mairitenance of: social |
:;uharmony, state much de51red by Savage Cove £olk CFlrestone
: *1967 112-113) .. e

Retlcence also prOV1des persons w1th a. way of

"Fdris. notes- that . -the- pub11c expresslon of overt

ke

- if per charce  he: comes their way, wins no admlratlon.

',@jThey cannot understand. pushfulness and. ambltlons" (1906 97)
s - Chiaramonte. (1969 and- 19.70) 1nd1cates that ‘for 5;”~:“p
'Deep Harbour people (on’ the South Coast). “separatenessarTgfp@,,
' wan'd. 'self. containment are’characteristic.of social .inter- . i
-action- -and spatial dlstanc1ng" Self ‘disclosure is reserved -
... for only famlly and intimate. frlends. ‘Ande rsen (1972), §
© ».Nefiec (1972). and Stiles (1972) working with- fishing trews
+v . from the Southcoast "arid Avalon Peninsila.also: prov1de
- . data on’ sot¢ial-distancing and "1mpre551on management'"
,".;;aboard shlp.‘ Szwed, working:.in ‘the- Codroy Valley sums .
_.up-interpersomal: relatlons as. bE1ng cautious and, observes

% that-one of -the.greatest concerns.’of ‘young’ people is’.'that’

"':’thelr parents may intervene.in thelr selection of” frlends. f'

" While "in: actuallty, 1t ‘rarely’ ‘o€curs, it ‘does provide- -young "

~ e R Ry ”“'_
. 'lj-.-'_:. -

k

1
~.contributes-almost an entire: chapter to reticence: in ... 'TP'

\

L style- rather than. conSC1ous'and occasional- attempt atf. . _4;]
,yemotlonal supre551on “in - 1solated soc1a1 settlngs ThlS :

“y
1
A
)

-;people With ‘a.self-regulatory device with ‘which to; scrutlnlze ;
“their behav1our., While both® parents. and offspring .choose . -
;dlfferent though similar," approdches to ‘their’ conflict « .. 0 ..
. -av01dance schemes, ‘they do manage to- succeed 1n most cases,; p

b{~1n malntalnlng fam111al harmony : :

‘.85"

"fﬂmalntalnlng personal prlvacy in.the . face of eitheT. (1) hav1ng..j*?
. no_commony knowledge, .as.in: the case with- strangers or . L
. .'(2)'having too much common krowledge as-in. dally face to -
”‘gface confrontatxon of co-village¥s (Ibid:111): -

ol

.

L e e
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- Reticence is-displéyed even in the home though its -

' k expre551on Varxes from famlly to famlly and from person
Sl

to person. Parenta generally-av01d telllng thelr sons : i.

and daughters of court1ng age what they should or should

R ‘ not be d01ng.‘ Conversely young people refraln from

A dlsclos1ng thelr actlons or romantlc 1nterests to thelr
"‘ . ’ . . ., . h.' / r ' e
PP ' parents and 1nstead, entrust thelr confldences to other

young people.n Whlle young pedple mak

‘73;;_to conceal thelr parents do 1earn of thelr affalns.

_;thls actlve effort _:}fi§7'

. .o
7 AW R R e s 1 .

. ——— Verer o

ERr LT SRTERRILE S el

§

: If parents flnd‘the young person w1th whom thelr son or'eﬂ; ;o
? ;daughter 15 keeptngfcompany to be a person of sat;sfactory ?ﬁ
g8 ;. .characteq, they wlllhna1nta1n a ve11 of c0ncealment‘ :
}f*f~5'~ af‘ thus, preserv1ng thelr own retlcent stance as well aa”l _
SURUR that of the1r offsprlng.. Even whp\yparents dlsépprove of
& 4 the courted person they often avo1d confrontat1on 1n the :
: - hopes that ‘the, 51tuat10n w111 resolve 1tse1f It 1s,if:-f‘ effq
:g' X1nterest1ng that the self 1s protected through Jud1c1ous é . i
?%‘ | use of self dlsclosure (Szwed 1966 98) s ”bfnifr ; 'i !
'ﬂé :Eff*::f31zﬁ,f‘;h Reticence as aqprotectlve mechan1sn has been.ﬁ; B j;
;j' ‘:f " ."teeorded and examlned 1n numerous other cultural settlnés . 5;.
,i by Basso 1970 'Berreman 1962 Goffman 1959 Murphy 964}
| ’i\ and Preston 1975 and 1976 Preston, for example, attenota‘ ’.vh, ¥
,"*Lﬁfilhng?}7'< to extend and mod1fy thé notlon of/secrecy by‘seelng 1t A REROR §
. v,,j;;ij;a:.‘ in tetms of proact1on or actlon that ”p051t1vely dlrected ;f}
S by 1nterna1 experlence” (1976 451) ‘.'-;A:;tt_;ii_.~ “ﬁ‘”;' .
k?;t???-{-h”'fihifiwlg., In llght of these studles, a more.systematr ° :
T L CIIRVIN W
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ticen rbehaviour,'in the Newfoundland context

'ssary. -for' a'more completé- ufiderstanding’

s LI
e . AN

Parents, when dlscussmg the 1nc1dence of pre-

that they wer

‘ffal.r had gm

et e

1

o

A :

D

marltal pregnz

11ar 51tuat1ons 1n thé;._

ncy among \thelr chlldren, frequently reported

(1) totally unaware of the affalr s ex1stence

were unaWare of the extent to Wthh the

K -
. ' M ..,

or (3) that the&, themselves., had been-

q \‘
e

to haVe been t

..p‘

Her pregnancy

;s seen as“ an- outcome of he,r vtrust love

f1de11ty ‘for the ch’ild's father;\attnbutes wh1ch ere _

i ol 03
,. a,’ b

L e
ol

aken ad\rantage of by an 1rrespon51b1e stranger..,: 3

2 x

and

valld and appropr:.ate for a young woman of courting age 410

+ [}

-
1

*,
: s
A3 o
)
Lo -0 O
.
- i
J e
& B, -
K .
w .

*couple, they
. grace and COntro"l Adoptxon and abortlon are not consldered L .';
part of a s-olutlon.‘; The solutllon, rather, 'res‘ts':m two w
. young people taklng respon51b111ty for thelr act;.orrs. e
Th:.s respon51 111tyr.1s ex;;reesed th_rough marrlage '. i | ::..,.;:
) : Whlle marrlage 1s almost alt;!aye tfhe ro,pte raken '
‘-wlren pregnancy occurs, thert‘g are 1nstances ;wlhlen 1ttdoes =
'3 vnt ;l‘he greatest xiumber ‘of’ 't"he'se cases conert of uruons Y
- betv;een“local women 'and xﬁen from a v:.llage other than .A}I “:'._
ot th31r natal or v:sitmg v111ages.. In cases such‘as these, B {
) rhe woman 1s seen by her co villagers as belng »wronged g T, l
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to have, but whrch she mlstakenly entrustld to the wrong . S
(T ¥ : o Cr e
1ndLV1dual. Ch1 dren of these unions are known as ,'love‘

: ch11dren' and are elther 1ncorporated 1nto the mother s :

et AN I e

L ‘natal fam11y, or go with her upon her eventual marrlage.v .

a, . *
o

5 f Whlle the ‘state of a love: chlld‘s mo‘c}her 1s not to be ' vg s
env1ed 1‘t “is- not overwhelmmgly s,corned and w1’th no exceptlons a
1nterferes w1th her ablllt)’ to f%‘l a: husband In fact,’
F .u‘,"the Prestlge:of;lmen who md‘rr)’ thes; rome'n"is oolgtered'
due to thelr'}xecceptance of them. The‘uext category con51sts ‘\'

: of unlons between 1oca1 wornen and men from Visuzlng Vlllages S

NN

.,.. f '''' ' .
pregnancy occurs between corv111agers.. ThlS pattern 1s BRI B

111u5 trated by Flgure 3 o ;‘.f' S ;M? %

AT ’: : lee soc1o spatlal complexes found among g.roups ,'.;."} -

' \ 11ke the Nuer (Evans Prltchar'd 1940 114), Mapuche (Faron ‘"~.'.’-~:*f,_'~

: ‘ , L 1967 182), and Kaska (McDonnell 1977 personal communlca- ’

? . tlon) and among other South Coast Newfoundland settlements _?{; ’

: -\ - (Chlaramonte 1970 1 and Styles 1972 44 45); the s.1x e b
L‘-“ a ‘ arcs shown 1n Flgure 4 1nd1cate Wthh locataons and NPT TEAS I
: Whl(‘.h people are’ part ofa group s spatlal and soc1alﬂ e ""

" \ B .unlvers s;, These categorles, moreover make e.xpllclt ‘

through 'thelr dlstance from the cem:ral 1ocus (famlly) ’, . '-

. whlch people and wh1ch places play a 51gn1flca.nt role 1n

-,

the 11ves o£ v111agers. In Flgure 4 the decrease \m the , ; '~ -

AT scale of each arc corresponds to a decrease 1n 1nterperr~ -

' sonal 1nten51ty as one moves out from the locus. _'.'Th‘e.‘»"f EEEREE A
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Tanle o 0 Mot further descrlptm,ns of 'crowds' ; and gardens"" T

. e TR ; SR ‘ 7' : g 3 e g ik o
¥ . 3 B TR S ol :, iy
5 @ i . - B % 0o : (4 . b X
s z T 8 3 T § . Pl 5 g = i " g %
:'-: - =L ’ X 3 %) K PR I J '.‘..4' mask ¥ T I jv.‘ K
e ‘-.b LS R X L .." : -l:‘“ : " i , "'l'é 1
., " b , ¥ L Sl G . ' -3 .
: i . R 5 S0 2uh fa
.". ‘ threeﬂ central arcs 1n th1s soc1o spacml hemlsphere deplct Pk B r
f the most 51gn1f1cant categories ‘in the everyday 11fe of o ‘
. ‘. ‘, K = T "v ,":i -
= . mol
’ vﬂlagers\ The meldmg of three soci&l \nutS' -the nuclear Euafn . i T &
1 ‘ L .
by fam11y, the extended fa.m:.ly, and the v111age occurs through r ;
SR the concepts of 'belonglng gardens' and crowds ._"' AT AR ;{ x
] In Shepherd's Harbour, for example, ch11dren can belong]‘ o8 4 §
o e . SOV T Y Jy
. tou thelr parents,.that 1s, 'a n}sther mlght say, .."those SEI] 5

chlldren belc)ng to me",' or 11kew1se, chlldren say, ! _I.-:'."

. b‘elong' to my mom" _:‘In,d v1duals Say' that they belong to":_

thelr fanulles, both nuclear and extended, as rn; I' .

belong to thef Smlth crowd" ':""llendents say that they belong -' o
7 24 to the commum.ty of Shephe’rd's Harbour and even to th-e.,_."? '

provn;ce‘o‘i; Newfoundland In srm\lar deérees, the te-rm ;
‘ lcrowd' 15 applled.‘ It can .be used to mean one s nnclear
fema.ly, e g. ’ father, mother and ch11dren wh11e .1t can',h.‘.’.'- ._‘_""f_.';'-,:
i also mean one 'S extended famtly and f1na11y can be expanded -'""
_'_:j\" __,‘ o : to' mean the entlre V1llage. _erewz.se, the term garden " ‘
y takes on a sxmrlar grad‘at.lonlarn that 11: can denote the land ‘
3 f ° J.mmediately snrroundmg the h:ous;e"of a: nuclear fzahlly“, ‘
: ! or J.t __can mean a cluster of several klnsmen 5 houses or.;. - 4 o dee.
’ g r.t tan nean the whole v111‘a”ge 1tself 86

. I, e e - .- = B Ty LT .

e ‘ ‘ On other occ351ons, especlally ec0nom1c, people.'::' %o, »
‘;:: P must venture awa)i t‘rom.the v1llege to v151t1ng v111ages.‘:";‘-“'t;"“,;_:'.
3 » "'fB.G G T 1 b 2T Be gl x' ! o aE

in *other. reglons of Newfoundland :see; Far1s (1972 '88- 97) ’,?'-:.'- LY
and Schwartz (1974’ 71 92),, L TR R o e e e .
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K ' v v G s - 5 Aem T e et U e = g
SPRE R i W L N L : =l £ :";5"-’,: s 2
s S S : ; " A, ,k‘" ¥ . ' S0 el a0
:'.,"'__"'-‘ "énd ot‘her'regmns out51de of Fortune Ba){j. the' SOUth A
. 2 Coest and Newfoundland Desplte these forays, the famlly
:.-' : ’:;.-"" and v111age remaln cent.ral.“. As one flsherman sa1d when :
. . : I Kasked w‘hy .he' ¢ont1noed't‘:o- .11ve in" Shepherd's Harhouf © o
i B ~ — (when he- could have moved to anot‘iler“er'ee.i and made mér’ef- : :_
I et gl "ol g oF R e LR i S
i ;.':.:"'l B s money),. "1 stay because of my famlly,n T knows thelr safe A
A e and happy he're, ther's fa.x}uly and frlends to help yoru-—__':-' Lt
i ,5'_‘ 1;c_s yer home, ya see’f-Oute;Lde 1t:s Just str‘angers, but':'
o y it v -, 11: g. 'dlfferent.'._'_- ,." ‘
oy - "'"'I"'he'.sentlments expressed above;. along w1‘th' “t‘lie.
, parameters of tﬁe so cio - spatfal hetxuspheres are °f Vltal
KR I 1mportance to our understandmg of the courtshlp and : i
:f' ; -nll.d'r;'léag.t'a process beceuse.l‘t 15 by oeople‘s movement th‘liough
g R, - andhlnteractlon‘l.'n spat1al and soc1a1 spheres, that’ th“ey
BB eventualll)n choose a. spoﬁse. ° J ”: :."-" p ’ : :'._
:“.‘-‘- (S, ! ” On the v1llage level for example, ,spatlal proxlmlty
3"* ; glves ‘co- re51den'ts the' greate-st \'potentlal for‘ n‘aintaf;ni‘ng '
- an‘tong.themselves long standlng rel1g10us, kinsh1p and .
:':, fnendsh;.‘p bonds as w;e.1.1. as’ a .de'e'iil emOtlonel ateachment '
; " : to' ..1:he v11\1age. 1tse1.f Along‘these' méiié ‘emotn'r'e ilnes, Ly

' s ® female 1h£ormants express ‘a’ preference for marrymg

S s b .,,- ""..-- -'-'--.'
-2 - :

S %00 e

.a'

and a tendency to :mcorporai:e a w1fe into he't: ﬁusband'

k'-87frhiairriage to a-‘man from amore d1stant~; .

km. ne twor

.‘.'

8 See footnote' 54
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>' Vo~ in the evaluatlve process w1th 1ncrea§%ﬁg soc;al and
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3 ) :
« . - village usually means forfeiture of most of a woman's -

ne

. ‘ N
familiar and friéndship ties. - By staying in her.own

village, she can rely on the-support (or at least a belief

~

of support} of family and friends when she becomes the

4
L

- | 'ney woman' 1in ﬁer‘pa:ents-{n-law's household.

. . On therevaluative side of things, co-residents,
due agaln to spat1al prox1m1tvy, are better able to assess
potentlal mate!; accordlng to qualltles of 1ndu5ir10usness,
fldelity and. resp0n51b1Tity, quallt1es e?pedled in the '

P 2

As Flgure 3 shows, the degree of respons1b111ty -

. =

A “ideal spouse.

e 1n respo se to q;iel and’.spatial distance of the

coup&e Fyrthermore, there dppears te be less reliability

spat1a1 distance. This questlon, hoWever of evaluative
A .

S rellablllty is also a faetor in marrlagééiipinvolved with .

p\egnanc;r. Fof"such ma?nages there exists -a cdrrespo'ndi‘ng

e petiern along the liges deplcted'in both Figuree 3 and 4,

‘in th%t the frequency of marrlage decreases wlth ‘the corres-

— . t1on FS repowted by Farls {lQZZ 79 - 82) for ‘Cat Harbour.

lee Shey‘erd's‘ﬂarbour thé centre of the marriage

-

§
g . universe 15 the natal Vlllage w1th decrea51ng levels
)' .

of f equency correspondlng to spatlal dlstance. ’ ”

‘)), o My mo§t 1mportant;p01nt, however, is'still Iqie ™~

V2

" madexexﬁlicit here. My po?yﬁ is this. It appears that
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1061,

amid all of this social and spatial distancing, and despite
all the ideal expectations and behavioural reality, there
exists again and again a réeverberation back to something

more important and melaningful than the mere apportion-

ment of personnel f

the purposes of procreatiqn. We
see not just ‘how feople éourt and marry, but what they
think and feel about courtship and marriagel‘ Through

courtship and marriage we are provided with a glimpse

of the unfolding of aﬁ'éthds; the toﬁe} chafaéfér-and qdality ‘

of Shepherd's Harbour 11fe, 1ts moral and aesthetch .
style and mood their underlylng attitude toward themselves
anqbthelr world (Geertz 1973.127),, We see the "approved
stylé'of 1ife'™ through the concept of thé'idéal sﬁouse,
learning not only what an ideal husband or'Wife should

be but what in general, men and women should ideally be.

With eaéh marriage we witness the life of the Village

A
unfoldlng through thelr transition from ‘being children

1nt0 belng the(bearers of chlldren In thlS metamor-:

phosis the young actlvely accept new and mature roles,

attltudes, values and personal styles for old They are

K]

reafflrmlng thelr aCCeptance of their own values as iﬁdi-

Aviduals and, by extens1on, ‘the value and meanlng of the

v111age and its style of life.
Through the aegis of v1llage and famlly the 1nd1—

vidual:is prOV1ded with .a way of conceptua11z1ng the

world around him/her. It prov1des a p01nt of or1entat1on

for the social life of every r\nember wheth_er‘in tife context
0 - . o ) . i :

Dyt ey e v

DAY & R NPT
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i . 3
' b

of the family, the 'village, or the putside. Finally,
the courtship-marriage complex provides an avenue for
the discovery of the meaning that-family and’ the village

have for the people of'Shepherd's Harboure-meanipg.that

5

reverberates on all-levels of social life and runs deep

.

and reticulate in the hearts of the people.
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