AN INVESTIGATION IN THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN READING ACHIEVEMENT AND ATTITUDES
TOWARDS READING BY THIRD AND SIXTH
GRADE STUDENTS

- A = = e

CENTRE FOR NEWFOUNDLAND STUDIES

TOTAL OF 10 PAGES ONLY
MAY BE XEROXED

(Without Author's Permission)

B= |
i S50l Uy S NS T

PEGGY LOUISE ELLIOTT













‘ l . e e L e
PR - .’| . lﬂ " ‘ - R
- .‘ . . 7. .
. . .
. S S . , i I.S.B:N s ,
.. Ve L S R ".'. ""'i..i ,’ ‘-‘ Tt e ) "‘ ‘— i N .
W 'THES’ES‘CANADIENNES.§UR; MICROFICHE - "+ " _ N
i B R R
‘ . - e B N - R . —
I* Nauonal Library of Canada ' 'B'Ibhpth'eque rationale du Canada . '
| RN . ,_.Collecnons Development Branch h Dnrectuon du develop!pement des collectlons : .
v 4" Canadian theses on. ... "p' S Ser‘vlce des théses canadiennes BN TR S '
R %:'.MICrofuche Service - ' ' shr, mlcrohche ' P T
: X 2N '_..' ”\ E A Y .. R . .
" "Ottawa, Canada . T S
W -;._.»,K1A 0N4 e "
'_.ﬁ_: A ol : -'_
' NOTICE SR AVIS ' v

| 3 ) the hlghest quallty of reproductlon posmble

The quahty of thls mlcroflche is: heavnly dependent
upon “the. quglity of -the" orlgmal thesis subimitted for
mlcrofllmung Every effért ‘has been'made td ‘ensur

v

. If pages are mlssmg, contact the umver‘suty wh|ch‘
granted the degree . . - e

i Some -pages may have mdlstnnct print especmlly '
|f the orlglnal pages were" typed w:th a poor- typewrlter
nbbon or if. the umversnty sent usa. poor photocopy -

O B
: . L .

)

Prgvlously copyrlghted materlals (|ournal artlcles-

pubhshed tests -efc: ) are’ not fllmed

;.,~-.,'—,_-.4 q
e N ; <

. Reproduetlon in full 0r in part of tms fllm s gov L
erned by the. Canadlan Copyrlght Act, RS.C. 11970, '~
rc, €30, ‘Please readh- the authonzatuon forms Wthh_-'-.t,"

accompany th|s thesns
THIS DISSERTATION
HAS BEEN MlCROFlLMED
EXACTLY AS RECElVED

La quahte de cette mlcroflche dépend grandement de :
-la-‘qualité de. la thése” soumise: au mmroﬂlmage -Nous .;

“avons -tout fait, pour assurer une quahte supéneure-'»_-"
de reproductlon ol . ; .
Snl manque des pages

avec I’ unnversuté qun a confere le grade

La quahte d |mpressmn de certalnes pages peut S

Ialsser A désirer, surtout si.les.pages: ongnnales ont.été -
dactylographuées a I'aide ‘d’un ruban usé ou'si-l'univer-- .~

sité nous a falt parvemr une phOtOCODIG de mauvalse -

qua1|té

Les dOCUments *qm font. deja I*objet dun drcnt R

d auteur (artlcles de .revue, examens pubhes etc) ne

sont pas mlcrofllmes RN I

AR

La 'reproductlon méme : partuelle de ce mlcrofllm-‘- :

. est soumise- & la* Loi canadienne sur le- droxt dauteur

SRC1970, ¢: C30 Veuillez prendre connalssance des .

formules d’ autonsatlon qU| aCCOmpagnent cette these B
CEe LA THESEA ETE
RN ‘MICROFILMEE TELLE QUE -
:( CINNE NOUS LAVONS RECUE
|0|
Canad A

veulllez communlquer‘. B



*The Départmeht of: Currlculum and Instructgon

Memorlal Unlversity of Newfoundland w'ﬁ;'

. In Part1a1 Fulflllment '
of the Requ1rements “for the. Degree
. Master of Educatlon ‘

.




RO e o Tl e . . N KR P
. L e . Vet Ltan e A DA . A v - 2, L. [ e, e RV . P
R SRR < oo B A , : . S Y . R .. L R C S A, \‘.. o . AN - .

ﬂt;,'fgliﬁtﬁ:.::ffff_. The purpose of thls study was to 1nvestlgate the ”f.&
. j¢;91}3f“fj;- p0331b111ty of a statlstlcaLly slgnlflcant relatlonshlp h" Af'}:n?

betWeen attltudes toward readlogiahd readlng achlevement—*

students in the aforementloned sohools.~ All studentsjf

y Were—admlnlstered the“Gates-hacGznltle Readlng Tests’ﬁéif%:'"fy” ?;:
¥ ff?g;}itf and the Estes Readlng Attltude Scale; The Gates— t”fgﬂlfétf"u .
o T ;.' R MaoGlnltJe Readlng Test measured achlevement whereas'Tﬁfyiflg;f?h';fﬁ
‘:gfﬁt]*;_f_s?' the Estes Readlng Attltude Scale mea5ured attltude ’ o iy
AT reiaras redding, . T T TR T
T .';:i;tfdéﬁ.ffi; After the.data was collected,tan 1niti¥i inter-;s-;;jfjﬁté;fzij
) g epretatlon was undertaken by runnlng frequency dlStrl—: ': '
o s hutlons and hlstogra%s usrng the(raw data.. These ?f#f_j?kiﬂp

;23»53';;,;?_:f2;' dlstrlbutlons were used to place the data 1ntm categorrgs PR

u

'fyofrhlgh .average,-and low readlng and p051t1ve,'neutral r"i‘V—V“

i,and negative attltudes._;x*fjﬂf"fiffj‘“ﬂ'ff'

A one way ANOVA was u5ed 1n the flnal 1nter—u~

T

npretatlon to measure the 1nteract10ns oF reading

'Tf,achlevement w1th attitudes towards reading 1n grades'
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}the effect of sex on the 1nteract10n

',;ment and attltude towards reading

iireading 1n:grades three and 51x.;

e o S A PR : ' | R S
ithree and srx.. A two way ANDVA was"used tQ determlne ~wa-,f~}'g~;5jf

,»

“-;;fattltude toward readlng Thls was also‘used to q?termine'ﬂgff,dnfff;.'

u!.

':,,are d1reTt1y related It was found that attitudes affec; 3~f53;£;i7

:1n reﬂdlng comprehensron for grade three puplls._

.f:sex and readlng,‘in favor mainiy of glrfs.f The

N

'eadlhg achleveJ:hv3>

At the 05 level og confldence, statlstlc 1

One unant1c1pated

However
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) class of the learner.; anson (1969) studled the 1mpacta

;"

socloeconomlc class. Boys and glrls From mlddle and low

h

1ntellectua1 environmental emotlonal :and educatlonalu

"

of the home llterary env1ronment on readlng attitude.”,g;

She found a 31gn1f1cant statigtlcal correlatlon and

‘ .

concluded that parents might well con51der the effect

the early enVlronment has on later reading patterns..;ff'\

Reading preferenCES alsm-seem to be affected by

scc1oe00nom1c groups, for example

'1tend to read First
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'?-:ﬁldentlflcatlon,'and aesthetlc purposes (Emans & Patyk

"”ﬁ51ngle most slgnlflcant factor 1n progress/ln readlng

'njachleVement at school 1s soc1oeconomac cLass ;\7 ="-j.3',au*“

'fffound no srgnlflcant dlfference 1n readlng achlevement'“
W'ﬁbetweenfthe groups of lower and mlddle class elementary;ij

ldf}chlldrin they studled

R4

_" o f '\""

~~Barton 11963) concluded from hlS work that theii"

\'
~\\L.\ .

Feldman and Welner (1964), on the other hand

PR . e Taw .

Thls illustrates the dlfferent'fl e

The sex of the student has also been

related to ;-

Tzflhdlngs of the effect of various factors on achlevemgnt iﬁjf;tﬁjﬂitlt

?f”{achievement

S8

Boys tend to score lower on readlng achieve-- T

'Je;;nent tests than do glrls on slmllar tests.ﬁ
| “"?fflschback (1973) studled the attltude of both sexes rf
'”:relatlon to readlng achlevement
'ffthat ln both grades one and three mean attltude scores
flfor glrls were srgnlflcantly hlgher than for boys both ?i?}fg~;§f¥?;
;“ftbefore and after statlstlcally remov1ng the eFfects of AT

.'achlevement f;f.,E f§er-j3,:;j i; f,:mgxaﬂ_, 'f”.siﬂ‘f'xéi e

-'::fglrls show a signiflcantly hlgher readlng att1tude than .
'£'~fboys and read Z/slgniflcantly greater number of books . k;llf-th'

Askov and

fheir flndlngs 1ndlcated

I

Somewhat 51mllarly, Hanson (1969) remarked that

The in elllgence of the Chlld has also beeh nﬁr:;.f.jrj:;'}<f

Llebllch

\”-Bqassoclated w1th readlng success or failure
: fl-iand Shlmar (1975) studled m1ddle class Israeli chlldren,

: -.Qfmeasurlng IQ W1th a Hebrew ver51on of the wPPSI. ﬂThey...'“**

. .
cw

: [} .
Y e ) -
- ) i "

. .
Cn
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. P A R '-f‘fi S
.'“ﬂi f0und a 31gn1flcant nelatlonshlp between subJects' ng,

S
and readlng achlevement ‘1:'

l

'f.: ji : - Yet another factor that educators have\<55001ated

w1th achlevement is the attltude that the chllaahas toward

.r'{F the task Bloom, Krathwohl ‘and’ Man51a (1964) in thelr

Taxonomy of Educatlonal ObJectlve5° Affectlve Domaln,_f'

deflne the affectlve domaln as subsumlmg such tralts as

-
.vtemperament attltude,_bellef, 1nterest and value

The affectlve domaln is often overlooked as an area that
. l‘___QEEQSSEE§EES SpElelC 1nstruction IThe irony of thls 1s
- that attltudes toward what they learn are strong deter—
'minants of what students qhoose to study or learn 1n the .-
future (Estes & Vaughan 1978)
-.) . Readlng attltude aod achlevement seem. to mlrror
',other subject areas’w1th researchers conductlng studles'

‘ to ascertaln i 1ndeed attltude is a factor related to

achlevement
: 'ureadlng 1s:as 1mportant as whether they aTe able to read

for, as 1s true of most abllltles, the value of readlng

ablllty lles in its use rather than 1n its, possé351on.

a

he1p to detEfmine a good or poor reader He found poor

[
and good readers to be olearly dlfferent in terms of

ﬂ»{i/ff?exf level of’ 1ntelllgence and length of tlme "IN

Ramsey (l9%§% conduoted a study to determlne what factors .

'Qj;. Sehools seem-to ex1st for the CDgﬂlthE domaln of learnlng,

-

Estes (1971) stated how students feel about ‘-%-

attendance at thElI present school D1st1not<d1fferehcesm‘-":”

Q
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,-regdlng needs.

'.were also found in the number of books owned and Iead, .\“-

"ﬂadequacy of time to read reading self concepts, and felt

' 'D.

Fader and McNell (1969) undertook the task of

<, R

”3¥01ty school, where most students had a very low readlng

’HThey say we must take carefdl andxunremlt-v

9

xachleVement

' 7i«t1ng aim at’ the child's attltude before we can expect to

”f-poor reader.,”~':;:ff {;x_ ﬁ'ﬂ%f;*'fﬂ“ 7:“f~=;- ,,ﬂ“u:~“'

: Dulln, 1977) 'i?_§f¢ggﬁf*'

'see any lastlng effect upon hlS performance.;_“L¢’7T
. . .' . ’ ~ N N I
‘”srTherefore, it appears from research that many

ﬁfactors, 1nclud1ng attltude;

A

S T | S e el
“Intrdducticn to the Problem” = © . ;
whether one agrees w1th the consensual bellef' .
Tt.that‘students who enJoy readlng wlll become better - 57
3 -readers or prefers emplrlcal support such as that -; B fuf
;_ offered by Askov (1972) and Levenson (1972) there is iiﬁ
. readéng le.ev1dence to suggest that readlng performanc§'~. f;

and attltude toward readlng are related (Chester &

.."“

Lew1s (1980) reporteg that scores From a reading

D

attltude 1nventory correlated w1th comblned scores on

Y

~the subtests of readlng from the Meﬂropolltan AchleNEment

..A.

1mprov1ng the readlng performance Qf students in. an 1nner— te)

éin helplng to determiﬁE{if a Chlld 1s to be a good or ;thufﬁ

. to o Y - ) L Lo "I"...,‘. NPT .L‘ A : AN " e b A ot e
Skt < N, A A AR BRI LR SN P S bR 8 T Ry
: e N
Da K
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y e : :
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may play a 51gn1f1cant role »;,?ff¥=~




fTests

o .

o j;The chlldren, the1r parents,

"»'asked to descrlbe the reading behav1ours of one person

:Tperson who d1d not seem to'llke to read

5 may broduce a change 1n achievement

,:ﬁﬁ_toward reading,

-:;and sex

'53;students feel about }eadlng

lin reading are hlghly correlated

Nl

‘He concluded that attltude toward reading

'act1v1t1es, as measured by this self report 1nstrument

had a statlstically 81gn1flcant relatlonship w1th reading
success ‘ o | , ' L ‘h
B Ransbury (1973) Surveyed Flfth and sixth graders. ';

and their teachers were

.

E'Who apparently enJOYEd readrng and the behav10urs of “one ,;jf"3"\

)l 1

‘:’-'..J Q N :
:showed that children attrlbute their 0wn reading attltude

,‘-:“”brimarlly to their reading abllity

R

Attitudes to reading may be changed and these

Results of af '

- :longltudlnal study by Healy (l965) showed 51gn1flcant

1

“'_,dlfference 1n attltude change and achlevement by Flfth
n‘-year students 1n an experimental settlng when palred :

‘ with Fifth grade students not 1n an experimental settlng

Hall (1978) conducted a study of three hundred

7;;fifth grade puplls to study relationshlps among att1tudes'",:"

readlng achlevement

Based on- the study 1t appeared that nelther

15001al class nor sex 1s a rellable 1nd1cator of how1'

»Attitudes and achlevement

'.a'fattitudes often 1mprove, when attitudes 1mpr0ve, ability

: “.f'often 1mproves

.o

' The results }?Wftftu

socloeconomlc status, el

when ability 1mproves,n:"'h
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R :type of material belng read "itﬂf:

‘ ,“ﬂisyllabication.-- ffff;;ﬁﬂ'"nﬁ

Jﬂj“ﬁsignificant relationshlps 1n four areas'

"""“Chle"eme”t

u{ffand achievenent 1s one that has been speculated upon and

SRR GrofF (1962) studled the relationship between the

fexpressed attltudes of Fifth and slxth grade studentsot

toward four content type materlals and th81r criticalr
"reading scores The flndlngs 1nd1cated afsignificant’ S
fcorrelatron. Whe 1nvestigator suggested that "the

.-reading comprehensron oF an 1ndiv1dual Chlld as he reads

"’."

Rowell (1972) 1nvestigated factors related to

":ftchange 1n attitude toward reading“- He found statistically

>

-'frbetween change 1n attltude toward readlng and achievement

' :rh.(l) recognition of words 1n 1solat10n, (2) level of

:fzcomprehension,.(3) reeognitlon of 1etter sounds, and

s

0.

-

b

~is some evidence of ‘a, correlation between attitude and

e

S L S S RIS
et ;.- . - .Rationalée :for ‘the -Study . -,

Yo - . o N " T __' e . - - . o
. RN Lot R . R ' . . . Rl .
. . - - ‘ v . . .
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The relationship between attitude toward rEadlng \“ S

'1..

:ﬁtquestloned by many educators, yet little research has

3:jbeen done to determlne the relatlonshlp If educators"

fknew that good readers have p051tive a{titudes toward

‘¥

=“5is 1nfluenced to a degree by hlS attitude tbward content ;3qfh

. These were 5':'“”’1' '

uy ’ ) -~ . :" N Lo r.'°- S

:g It would appear from the above studies that there ;f-ﬂ
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1. L 'reading whlle poor readers have negatlve attrtddgs,-they
Sofat o ’ ]

’ would better be able to 1mprove students ;reading by
infl-.'~”'f'i"ff 1mproving their attltude.. Estes and Vaughan (19782 sald
S KA that - S ' |

T The 1mplications of what we-know about '.' Lo e
o Lo ;-‘attitude -are <none: too clear. -However,: . - h P

B -~ -certain-fattofs .are both important and. -
" 'amenable to° ohange._ These ‘include- )

o .'fwcurrlculum factors,.thexﬁhy51cal setting,iv,J' o
& ;{pupil chardcteristics, -and: teachér. LT e «
' ".,characteristics,’ 'With: attention-to . ¢ :

”';.j-iif(: the:details of these factors,_dlrectlons fﬂflgtufaﬁiﬁﬁ-
_g;ﬁq'~lﬁ{{of pupil attitude change may become more B P
w.ufgfxz;'p051t1ve. (p 199) :

"”:Thorndlke (1935), from a’psychologlcal p01nt of

fiﬁﬁkigridjyffffw“fv1eW, oon31ders 1nterest events, and att1tudes to be 'Lf '”i S
fE'E'le??l?f;75i3721nfluent1al factors 1n learning The active attltude Tt LY
'-Jf:he says can be con51dered fo be- a part of the'"total ' ::;f?;*w-? f

{;ﬁ’ﬁ'}gifuﬂ-:f” g{{dynamlc system of the person at the tlme ”f' _?#] i:_fﬁ'-iﬁ o

N -.g'tg;':if;*ji} If educators knew that students have high o U

'"'fattltudes despite low achlevement then they would be

'Wbetter prepared to prov1de the tlme and readlng materialsi

e ﬁ-;xfor these students to improve th%}r reading Roettger ff 'f'a\'if'[*“-*

'1,:ﬁ(1980) contends that *;.a=u*‘;;§ 1ff°1.7”_.p‘:j'““

el KnOW1ng whlch students have hlgh attitudes SO e e
: f’,'ﬁ3 despite low achievement scores will help . ']Jx Doy
“oonlY teachers ‘take: care-to. ‘proyide opportunity T T
“for .-these. students to :do". free reading- T ;;,~L%f“'.a%§;gw
despite time pressures.,: and - knowing which. ' b TRH
students ‘read" only t& achieve a-goal- w1ll S AR
help teacher and’ llbrarians focus’ on- r.g,;i BN RO
locating ‘the . right books to stlmulate s ",'ffl/;' L ‘
these youhgsters to read more.. (p 453) o
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v.f\';g7<to them 1n an‘overall evaluatlon of ﬂhelr 1nstruct10nal

' ?{:ijfhskllls.;faftgzL”-“il

1 .
-

.,want students to adopt readlng as a llfelong lelsure type

'act1v1ty should con51der two thlngs- (l) that the attitudes

-_;. - thelr students hold ade as 1mportant to these teachers as

;are the skllls they ve mastered and (2) by exten51on

.fthat the meaéuremeQ% of these attltudes 1s as 1mportant

'f'J;Dne of the inherent problems in,meaSUring such

7- . /.

'.;ilnstrument that would best determlne 1t Whereas there hcwﬂ'”\

f!,are endless tests to evaluate students' achlevement 1n

wreadlng, there are few valld measures of readlng attltude.;u

A recently developed 1nstrument for measurlng

7att1tude to readlng 1s the Estes Scale to Measure

."fAttltudes Toward Readlng (Estes), valldated by Estes ?h-frl:flfg”ﬁﬁ‘

a 1n 1271 . Summers (1980) examlned the 1nternal con51stency,

if;'rellablllty,‘and convergent valldlty of the scale for JVjp:“;wgé? -

lxi.lntermediate grades, and concluded that the Estes 1s {'i”"v“

LN

'Euseful 1n obtalnlng a global reactlve assessment of o
\"n&school oriented attltude'toward readlng 1n the 1nter-“i}
'Effmedlate grades.:;f“j?fL;;;ii&,yfff."ffflaft'lé,y'}'

: o Chester and Dulln (l977) were concerned about

e

“Uthe need for accurate instruments capable of yielding

N : B _.,",t‘"

tf“accurate measures of students' attltudes.; In an ;[

Dulln and Chéster (1974) state that teachers who -

.success as 1s the measurement of the1r.students"spec1f10-T”'*7

;fa” intricate and nebulous area as attitude 1s the type ofsf“t'"
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ﬂexperlmental studyfthey utlllzed three dlfferent approaches'fiﬁi\3~

-1to measure readlng.attltudes., These were the Dulln Chester,'

7 *%f.f»othe Estes, and the?Readlng Welghts Inventorx The results:;hhff. ’73'(
] . - T e 7 . oL

' plndicated that the'comblned score for the total battery

y b '7’ - . | '. |
,: ‘.',:of 1nstruments clearly compﬂﬁsed the best means of dls—f"vﬁ”f i
X 'ﬂﬂtlngulshing Flve SQparate readlng attltude grOUPS HéfﬁT' ”? .

Y T.

“yattrlbuted the strength of the comblned score to the fact

,;that the 1nd1v1dual tests measured dlfferent aspects of

;see to what degree,the Estes'act

ually does measure students'”*

f: attltude towar “readlng Data were oollecteth

hlgh school students.. Varlous methods of testlng attltude

”} were used They Concluded that each alternate method of

.f'lp' ' .
P tasse551ng attltude toward'reading correlates more hlghly 'ffj'. N
"w1th the, Readlng At¢1tude Scale than Wlth any other L
tftéf*flij',gy};imeasurement method‘ ;}w}"%ﬂ::;,“};,r'kpf~, : - . ?:ﬂ |
| Thus, 1t would seem worthwhlle to use the Estes R .
'.5to measure readrng attltudes, for iF there is a 51gn1f1cant fﬁfn%?
};:' oo “f”rff;correlatlon between attltudes and achlevement we .can’. then
' S fg\jdwﬁeattempt to 1mproVe our students freadlng nﬁ. Qf:tt'“:“t7'”* ‘“}ﬁ""
T L G et -t Probiemt | .t T T
S R A ;v;';'ini‘f.‘_t&*ﬁi_”f'“ﬁw';.J:}Tk“ﬂﬁl;ﬁtm
aaz_ﬁifgkfifﬂilb ‘ The objectlve of thls study 1s to 1nvestlgate B Qf
M I ) 3 L .

Lwhether or not there 1s 8, 51gn1flcant statlstlcal




"feqrreiatidhjatTthefiQSgﬁeQeiﬂdféaignifibahpegbetweenj?f“J

;lpresents us With our gneatestihopesifor the futurel

of high and low readlng abllity;e The characterlstlcs'i“

studled 1ncluded attltudeé-anqblnterests., At the end ofﬂgf'l
hlS study he stated that "the stUdy \§aff1rms the need

0 A
for moremresearch 1n the area of dlfferences between poor"”

R N ,» A . . T U f,,"‘

.-

and good readers" (p' 94)

e

relatlonshlp,xbut she concluded that "llttle research

has“been done'whlch 1nvestigates what factors 1n a Chlld s'

e '.l_. ._..,. .

llfe~51gn1f1cantly affect hlS attltude to readlng and hls.

4

\ ‘?*ablllty to read" (p 20)

AT
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i ! J', . . Lo 1 , e

sy jfgLfQ';ﬁibffAlexander and Flller (l976),_sa1d that IR ;_ I

,_. ’:;r?ti_“ﬁtf,ff; It appears that certalrﬁlnstructional 55t7577jjf

I T 'gf ool programs ggg but: do fot’ necessar&dy lead T TR

el e s wse ts s to improved attitudes. In addition, ‘there. ',;,{w- T

el T e e o 1s - spme :basis - for feeling ‘that-student’ self— o 7
' R R g:*concept and lnterest and the attltudes of. '

1‘”;$i];7¢-,f;-ﬂ: .7 v parents ‘and. teachers ‘may affect attltudes"
ol . g :td%ard readlng (p 16) ' :

*‘.;ﬁHall (1977) stated that

S careﬁul study of readlng ;esearch Journalsﬂ
_;%{from'the past *two -decades.revealed d. lack,
“l.of%information ‘in’ the" llterature deallng

. ‘with':comparative: studles of- attltudlnal
;_*dlfferences .among’, SOCiOECOﬂleC groups.;.,

i ﬁattltudes,~ach1evement in’ readlng, and
'\?f5001oeconomic class. (p. 3) .~, .

L)

'fIt;would therefore,‘

A

;to 1nvest1gate the relatronshlp betWeen readlng attltudes
! L

B, SRR ﬂﬁand readlng achlevement ;{,ujju:;:f;f:'fi”*ﬂﬁ:ﬂlf

,"*T;Tqél There w1ll be no slgnlficant relatlonshlps

:lr;between sex and readlng achlevement grade and readlng
,tfnaehlevement ‘and attltude and readlng achievement For
e e . O

.f’all students 1ncluded 1n the sample. 5ff' A
N '.\ FEN e ~ - K A. :" N

-

DR t.f'

':»fbetween sex and readlng achleVement and attitude and

ijt. ;{;ksignlflcant relationshlps were found at the. 05 level }j{f"
3 ca Eeonfldence between the varlables, the ”Ull hypotheses
: ¥ L - 4 : ' ’
. y ’1were reJected. ;j“ . o .‘

".tg There Will be no slgnlfrcant relatlonshlps,-;ff*“'

. J
-, . .
: R
. R - -
. i .
i s " Vo
f W :

{PiNOTiis there .much.research’ dealrng»wlth :f_; e
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s ,.reading achlevement in the grade three sample. -

u.:;ﬁ;“'There w1ll be no- srgnlflcant relatronshlps

‘fbetween sex and re§ 1ng achlevement and attntude and_

flreading achleVement 1n the grade 51x éééﬁfég .-"

ﬁ;ﬁ;;'There w1ll be no signlflcant relat10nsh1psiﬁ3"k

"fﬂﬁbetween attltude and reading achlevement for the grade”?f .

There w1ll be'no signlflcant relatlonshlps

7

“

between attltude and readlng achievement for the gradefﬁ

Y A

six average readlng achlevement students.

.‘.

three low readlng aChlevement Students.‘ifl*“

& " B e T

':t9;:LThere w1ll be no 51gniflcant relatlonshlps -

Ty '.'. LR

between attltude and readlng achlevement for the gradei:g.

N s
e ‘ CEEE I
13

'iﬂerx lqw-readlng achlevement studehts.vff,f{:fdﬁ@ . »];.ZfVij.ji-f;:h‘

.\..

'wThere w1ll be no 51gn1ficaht relatlonshlps

grade and attitudesltoward rei&%nglfor all“

ces t R R SR S RPET
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f*i'«:__'j::?::}:““—readlng wrll; e 1n51gn1flcant for all grade three‘ﬁiff:lf}ﬂ-3f-cf

i?.fﬁkf.iPJ. ‘g;“:;flgglz The J 1nt effeots of sex and\attltudes : )

R frlﬁjiifefifreadlng w1ll br 1n51gn1flcant for grade 51x.fﬂ'*

None o; the effeots oF grade level sex orl;}

l}l

-
3; 2 ;11® The purpose of this study was éo ascertain whether't'. . ;
x:; j; ?or not there was-a 51gn1frcaht statisticai relationshlp ﬁ; k
S : between readingjattitude and reading achlevement within ) ; ,
j%ffjfffKIZ‘m}?ffﬁ;.grades three and 51x as. measured by standardized 1nstru- j;?ﬁ?éihii:;3’7
o ‘ Two tests were used 1n the study, the Gates- f{iifif;;;f;ﬁ:ﬂffq
3 . : MacGlnitle Readlng Test American Edltlon (1968), prlmary 7: :ﬁ;;tij’[i
;fﬁfi}fﬁi'ﬁ'fTﬁjjﬁff and‘elementary levels, and thelEstes, ,iilFﬁﬁff:,!.'t‘i Y‘H" S f
N RS ";i The Gateé MaCGlnltle Readlng Tests (Gates) are ”f::;ffr; \
Lae vlfa“series of teste desrgned to measure group and 1nd1vddual ;;;Ji;éufui
j/raohlevement from klndergarten through grade twelve,: The fﬁ-““ L
grade three groups were glven Level C isurtable for that la g
grade and the grade 51x groups were given Form D.; The Aldi":fil?"f 'T
tests were administered accordlng to the procedure L D T
outlined in the examlner s manual %:' ' j X .;}
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rhe Estes 1s “a test Wthh measures attitudes.

toward reading.p It 1s a summated rated leert scale,

on which subJects respond to que

‘-measure of strongly agree to s'n

three and s1x,‘thus eliminating any problems younger

'*fchlldren or remedlal students would have had with’the

Board

1ons on a flve point

: - v . ’
v

ongly dlsagree The.»

rhis amounted to appro'imately 150 subjects,'f

Grades three‘and six were chdsen'partially tol

1nvestlgate whether there 1s aﬂ\attitude difference

between primary and elementary gradesa' It is also of s
interest to compare subJects from both the prlmary andwx"

elementary grades 51nce in each the role of reading isfn”'

H

K]

somewhat different The primary children are Iearnlng

informatlon and knOWIedge--~;_ZCf“*

of the metropolltan St John s area_

o

The schools selected were slmilar 1n the Fact

that they are all rural schools lying on the outskirts_ ﬂf? ‘
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ift : "ffhv;f, After collection oﬁ the data, an 1n1tlal inter-',:: AT

;tf;ajf .f}.; 2: pretatron was undertaken by running frequen01es and 7“-"3ff'-7if jwn\
; e ; . 3 R , SR |
R ,/ histograms usnng the raw data.‘-Jhese dlStrlbUtlonS were L :
;;F&”-VJV.‘t’ﬂfbﬁﬁu Used to place the data 1nto Categories of high average, f'}u“”

Vf,';j:@l} and low achlevement ahd p031t1ve, neutral, and negative

ff?Tfp.."«ma&attltudeSrhq_*‘fﬂ:,‘ 75.’?T,'“:*";:.0;1'gx, gv,: -:,-;w~:

3 ; n@ The interpretation of thESE°dlStrlbut10nS was - o
: all"-
g N boys, and all grade six girls._ ’ )

f the data was to'

o

A RPN 'fﬁﬂ#f”i}g*zyj rhe Fial! interpretatiov_

e;?'measure the 1nteractions of readinglachlevgmeht W1th ﬁ*rtﬁgiﬁ;?“‘ixfw

attifudes toward reading 1n grades three and 51x by usrng

N a’ one way ANOVA.?fThe influence of grade on- the 1nter—:f2fﬂ- .
.{ ' ; _ actlon oF readrng and attltude toward reading was -
1 ;;?” measured by u31ng a two way ANOVA ThlS data was used )

to determine the effect of sex on the 1nteract10n of

3 B R r-" .0 ,;__-‘_ .

‘”fﬁ reading achlevement and attitude toward reading “;arg,“(;ifgi;vf;;i

It was hoped that the analy51s of variables in“"~‘“

:jf?-dvi{ﬂjzd }: the study would release valuable 1nformation :egarding.,

Ty - r;

?n. e e T the cOrrelation of’readrng achievement and attitudei'__ L
cinn I e toward readlng, The analy51s would be foilowed by 3

\z"twf?:{tdaaf‘ﬁﬁj. recommendations, based on the findings of the study Qf?&flf :




.terms of what comprlses these attltudes, how they develop




'ff affectlve domain as subsumlng such traits as temperament
o T :

, f;attltude, bellef 1ﬂthrést/ or value Shaﬁ and erght
(ﬁff(l967) p01nt out IR ' SRR R

”?F?ﬁiperceptlon of’hlmself or herself (Moustakes, 1955)
.}jﬁThis self perﬁeption 1s sald to determlne how the |
'ﬁﬁllndlvldual w1ll behave.; In oneqstudy, Balley (l97l)'-; R
“%ysought to 1nvest1gate self concept dlfferences 1n 1ow F:;tfyﬁcﬂj'

;ﬁﬂuand high ach1ev1ng college studehts rhe results

:?supported the notlon that there are dlfferences in self—

.-concluded that the student s self conceptlons of hls/her

'lf;aoademlo abillty are worthy of alose consrderation by

o s . e
BN . . .
L e I8 " s
.. ?
L ‘L ' t
N . IR
Con T
AR .
\ ot

.‘.'_ ;T

o the attltude oF ‘a person tDWard ‘a "ﬂlf;;;:;f',

r.givensobjekt, or class of opjects:. is~_:f:

. «,;known, it .can be used insconjunction®
©eowith shtuatlonaL~and other dispropor-. ° S
.- tional; varlables]to predlct and “explaini.’ = -
'_.yreactlons of the person to the class of R

“-nobJects (p 2)3,_ . . i

':ﬂﬁ(lsaa) Sald

alLIt isan accepted v1ew among chlld
i p%ychologlsts that although very. young
- .-ichildren ‘and.’even infants manifest.” .
. “innate dlsp031tlonal differences. the N
«Lexperlence and learming.during | ‘the*. SO
j,'jearly .years. of childhood, -say up. to the IS
» % rage of six or. -eight, . are of special" ;
Liimportance in- the‘determlnatlon of an
individual's traits of temperament and
: _r}j‘personallty and eVen .in thF fashlonlng
'--:;:jof attltudes,; (p] 49)

v T

o . A'-.. S
"ﬂ¢0ne component of thelaffectlve domaln is self-

4

)

1. LN

v”’f}perceptions between achrev1ng and underachleving students

P2

\

Tniyﬁconcept. Self concebt may‘be defined as an’ indlvidual s“ﬂi?:" O

'15w1th below average ablllty Furthermore, the investigator'J“ .




Sy . . . Lo . h”. )
N o

'}ﬁ}- s B . both researcher.and counselor anduhave 1mportant 1mpli-

cations For understanding the role oF non- 1ntellectual

a

ﬁactors in. academic performance. o i
ﬂ{ "}ff Somewhat 31m11arly, Cole (1974) 1nvest1gated
the relationship between self concept attitude, and
‘ "achievement motlvation":of average third grade studentsr

and their academic achievement The results yielded

low, p051t1ve, and 51gnificant correlatlon coefficients,
0f‘or self concept and achievement motiVation in all :

achievement areas, with the exception of spelling v
‘.. ¢ % B
:_iiThe 1nvest1gator stated that "there seems to be no doubt

'f;ﬁlthat factors other than aptitude,'as 1t 15 measured 1n

(p 333)0. e L

ce o

Quandt (1972) 1ndlcated that teachers may affect

5

.a student s self concept in‘many ways.- He stated that
‘.-‘.‘ ,:_.... N
the follow1_g behav1ours and 1nstructional practrces

were 1mportant--" "i o

“T(Teacher behav1ours, suoh as’ accepting the
- student as.a valued. person, ‘Tedpcing

.. ..negatiye’ comments, making the student s
~- . successes known-to others;: putting

... . ~'réading failure in proper perspective -

ST nto success in other areas’ working

S -'.w1th parents inorder .to prov1de a- more.

WYL "p061tive supportive home env1ronment t
T '\p 7) . e . . .. ’

ZOne of the non cognitive faetors which has

recently been noted as affecting learning is the student s

._',x

:,perceiyed ability to control the forces which affect his

18"

W .'
B .z

;;-educatibn at thlS time, 1nteract w1th actual achievementu ;-~ﬁ;s




:f{ life. This characterlstlc has been labelled "locus of

control” by Roetter (1966) who deflnes it in the” follow1ng
~manner:

When- a relnforcement is petceived by ‘the T o
subject as following some action of his . o ..
. own- but not being entirely ‘contingent . o )
'upon hls action, then, in our culture it . °
. .+ . isitypically pereelved as the result of
R . . "luck,. chance, fate,.as under the control -
SR P o o - of powerful others, or as unpredictable - '
R P . - because of the great complexity of the
Lo . forces. surroundlng him.. When the: event N
. is 1nterpreted int this way by an 1nd1v1dual o
. wwe “have labelled this belief in.'exterral ~ . . '.. .-
f;'control' S th person percelved the: e T
.’event as contlngent .upon“his behavior -or. RN
his own, relatively permanent charaoteristlcs
U owMe haye termed this- bellef 1n '1nternal T
-control" (p 14) S A

\-ivoThls ”locus of control" has«been shown to affeot s1g-‘
_ niflcantly the student s learnlng abllltles, espe01ally
'f;those who feel that’ thelr efforts have a relatlonsnap ::
to outcomes. ’ L -
Eldrldge (1981) 1nvestlgated the relatlonshrp |
-_of self concept 1ocus of control and readang aohleve—
'fj o ment with fourth grade students He found that. hlgh "
o ﬁ  readlng achlevement scores were slgnlflcantly related
:'ito hlgh self- concept scores and to lnternal "locus of
lcontrol" scores ) Low readlng athlevement scores were ﬂfv' _g@?:w P
li:srgnlflcantly related to low self-concept scores and to |

Sk ;f-t;gf L _;jexternal locus of control scores
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-1Attitudes'Toward~Reading

¢

For centuries educators have speculated that
att1tude and 1nterest may have a relatlonshlp to success

N \

W1th readlng.' Even Shakespeare supported the notlon o

that pezple\study what they like to learn when he ‘said;

MNO pro it grows where 1s no- pleasure taken VYet,,j'fﬁ
ﬂllttle research done“on the relationship of pupll‘ jﬁ5"

;;?their overv1ew of work on attltude and readlng, A!éxander«

,Tand Filler (1976) state that a p031t1ve attltude ds

';jattltude and the acqu151tion of readlng skllls Inffi p“'h

,'i"essentlal Fdr successful mastery of the written page""?\

f'.(p l)h while notlng that llttle research has been done

fon relatronship between reading attitude and ach1evement

Squ1re (1969) outllned some thlngs that research

o in reading reGeal about att1tudes toward readlng He'~1f

”ﬁ”that

571nd1vrdual's attitudes toward readlng

*suggested that research demonstrates that methods of

teaching and ccnditions of teaching can affect an

He remarked

R IR - e
fThe attitudes which readers brlng to .a

- ‘book’, and “the’ attitudes.which they. derlve

" from:their readlng are: intimately related

..both to:the process of, reading itself and jj"';-

.. to.the personal qualitles of . the reader
, j(p 530) SRR

o/ "

el

‘-alth0ugh there has been much speculatlon, there has béén',g:f.t“ff'\




21

In the relatively small number'oﬁ'published
research studies done oh the relationshlp between readlng
attitude and achievement in chlldren, the results are

- B t" 1ncon51stent Certain studles and their flndlngs Wlll

be rev1ewed to 1llustrate th1s 1ncon51stency

<

Lewis (1979) studied the relationship between S
5"_1.; o attitude toward readlng and reading success SubJects
were L49 th1rd fourth and fifth grade pUpllS Their

5.* scores from a reading attitude 1nventpry were correlated

with combined scores on the subtests of the Metropolltan . ;lif“ﬁf"fd

Achievement Tests The findings were statistically "Ff;iffw'

,'”fﬁ 51gn1f1cant W1th the reading attitude 1nventory -
correlatlng l7 (p < 05) with scores From the achieve*
l' ment test Although statistically significant thlS--

l'. findlng suggests that the 1nventory dld not reflect an

attltudinal construct that was’ a maJor factor 1n reading'
"f' success for the Sample studled rﬁ,'{ l~"" A
T . Somewhat slmllarly, Rowell‘(l972) 1nVestlgated
i;i 1?7't;:i~i}ﬁ ‘ the relatiqnship between change 1n attitude toward t;ﬂ'

v "reading and, in turn, achievement 1n the ba51c word

1dentif1cation skllls, achievement 1n selected compre- wf‘ﬁfjf:

hen51on SklllS, change in level of comprehen31on,5;“,

ﬁ‘: v;_;}- achievement 1n readlng, vocabulary, sex, socioeconomic
| statUS, and age.; The SUbJECtS were thlrty students from
grades fourlto elght who had been enrolled 1n a cor—‘zf

rective reading summer school A control group was also




3
i-
i
!

LA s

used to determlne 1f Change in attltude toward readlng
and readlng achlevement made bﬁ the. experlmental group

.could be attrlbuted to: the correctlve program. rhe'-
M

flndlnge showed that students 1n the eXperlmental group

mad 1gnrflcantly greater galns than the students ln the
." <

control group 1n both ohange in, attltude toward readlng

o and achlevement in: most oF the skllls tested Statls—.]

tloally 51gn1flcant relatlonshlps were found,an only four

~

b“fr areas.i These were between change rn attltude toWard

P 1solatlon, (2) level of comprehens1on, (3) ?ecognltlon

: of“Qetter sounds, and (4) syllablcatlontfft

The study by Groff (1962) was desrgned to

I.-lnvestlgate the relatlonshlp between flfth and 51xth

. _4',0
o contextgtypes oF readlng materlal and thelr scores on ’
e _m’
an experlmental test of crltlcal readlng. The subJeots

3 A
three attltude questlonnalres and an experlmental readlng

e

test con51st1ng of readlng for 1mmed1ate recall and

(L

crltlcal readlng The results suggested that the

readlng comprehens1on of an 1ndJV1dual ohrld, as he

'

reads, 1s 1nfluenced to a degree by hlS attltude toward

the context type oF materlal belng read.. Overall 1t

,

indlcated that attitude toward readlng as a schobl

t

aot1v1ty has an 1mportant enough effect on the other;.

',‘ 22 ‘

grade ohlldren“s expressed attltudes toward four dlfferent

were 305 flfth and s1xth grade students who were glven fdi'

'l,readlng and achleVement 1n (l) recognltlon of words 1n»-ff:“fi'rh°f
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B S ) | oy SRR
;?. . varlables of the study to warrant serlous con51deratlon e _;;
S S'.:fff:‘;' 'L | The purpose of a study by Healey (1963) Was to - - c
: L 'j.determlne the 1nfluence of xnltlal readlng experience - <
Tizupon attitudes toward readlng : The~study was’ longitudinal, "{' ':;i

1;f= .l””f ) —;ﬁt-runnlng from 1955 to 1958 w1th two flfth grade hetero-z-

f ggeneous groups of chlldren, 1n an exparlmental group and T 3{{:
g o a control grouo, From all 5001oeconom1c levels. 'Thej.}~f -

";ff]flndlngs revealed that favourable attltudes produce
ST AR ¥ : .
ﬂ:fslgnlficant achievement and more reading. Experlmental

e

;ﬂsubJects achleved more and read mere with dlfferences

KT .-'|

:Dl level Also, changes 1nfatt1tude

5 :‘, -,:.-“ -

"fﬂslgnificant at theu

“per51sqed'1n Junlor high and 1nfluenced achlevement and

e

ireadlng hablts.:.h f

Engin (1979) conducted a study to investlgate

:;d;iig :f{ff:developmental Changes 1n readlng attitudes durlng the éy;~ L
, .]“f-fintermedlate grades SUbJECtS were 431 1ntermediate grade
o L @, B
J ;;_~¢.ﬁi',“,‘ ;istudents who were admlnlstered a Survey of Raading Attitudes PN
VISP N .:.gﬁﬁ""’

“Vto measure eight dimen31ons of readlng attitude.pnTh£'~ ,fﬁ'ffu-*af:fi;ﬁ

Lo Y

“‘Jresults oF an ANOVA indlcated 51gnificant patterns of

ﬁz”rfff:f{.oﬁjfgiﬁbhange for the follow1ng dimen51ons of the survey :;x;;$;?-. s
‘i:ﬁﬁ'jgl“ﬂl_Expressed Readlng leficulty,ﬂReadan as'dlreot Rel”‘eri;-ic\.:- . |
‘*'p.f}TgT“lmorcement Silent VS Dral Readlng, and Comlcs , Iné,.;jsz ”ﬁ :
; iicontrast the Readlng as EnJoyment Alternatlve Learnlng “ij;;i;
Gh:ff\; f;viModels, and Readlng Group dlmenSions failed to show S {

"“ﬂt'iappreciable developmentat




el e e - b e

. L e RSN, T
- et T o . R A S . - .:'-",.?” '
’ = ’ ’ . b | ; 4 ..’ ' : % :,.‘ . : '-
ke : . . . ;oo o
:ﬁn S 'However, Greenburg, Gerver, Chall and Davrdson;' . &
. .';f1965) did. not f1nd more favourable attrtudes among good f:'isz' S
', readers than among poor~readers 1n thelr study of 115 t}fjj, ]~¥1QTE:'%

{J 1nvestlgators dev1sed a semantlc dlfferentlal 1nstrument "Ffﬁwfc' ”i )

~-“to measure attltudes and they also admrnlstered the

i iblack fourth grade chlldren from a, depr,p/.ed area.“‘ rhe

JFMetropolltan Prlmary Readlng Test

. /.'.'

.:1.”? nsrstent flndings between therr study and other Studles

:ifwhich had found 51gn1f1cant relatlonshlps between-attltude

"*fﬂ-l?fhwhen the.teacher” shows excitement and-.

1f teachers' attitudes affected students' attltudes andi,%{h-:y

Z}; were admlnrstered to 251 final

~

The researchers stated 'fjliﬁlif;‘uf;

ment may be affected by teacher attrtudesitoward readlng

R
LIRS

Mueller (1973) stated that

t

v

n'ZSlnce teachers teach what they themselves e
"stand- for);’ puplls .dre ‘certdin’to be: affected.y.,_~u ;

%enthusrasm ‘over.a. book; they will. be no" lﬁf
less affected by a: teacher S apathy toward R
ujreadlng (p 202) o 2 . /L'

R .-4 . '.. - M BN

‘"*;,}:;Schofleld (ﬂ980) conducted a study tO ascertain;gifﬁ’

achievement Readrng attltude and achlevement tests




:”'gfwas low, but attitudes were more favourable than those

.'7kﬁatt1tude teachers.;i;j}jgfﬂ"""

l;QT'Diagnostic Readinq Test, and the Teacher Rating Scale of

H#Fthe BehaVidur Rating Profile. Data revealed low moderate

1read1ng performance, and classroom behaviour. Subgects

:'were given the Test of Reading Comprehension, the Stanford

.‘ .!<Utb 9007puplls of A8 of these teachers thCE ln a one year o
“ilperiod” Findlngs indicated that high achievement and high

'"ﬂattitude 1n teachers were posrtiVely assoc1ated(w1th hlgh fr m'h.'?ix
: ..jachlevement and hlgh attltudes in, puplls—r in the pUDllS |

'lof low achievement and low attitude teachers"achievement

.zreXpressed by the pupils of middle achievement and mlddle-fﬁfﬁf“.

v

Somewhat srmilarly, Brown and Sherbenou (1981)

'SCompared teacher perceptions of student reading ability,g.m' o

.;A"- '

'%L 1correlat10ns between chlidren s reading sooresuonw' S SO

?1;é~standardized tests and teachers':rank ordering of the ZﬂjﬂffﬁfTr
.fchildren 1n thElP classes, but high correlations between :f
f~¥:teachersf evaluations of the children s behavrour and Lol j}.

'thhat same rank ordering of the children hy perceived
' ireadlng abillty The 1nvestigators concluded that an bi»;;}?ﬁ,u}

o funusually strOng relationship ex1sts between'students'1lﬁgnl'ﬂfﬁglg”;{3

f'ilaacademic skills and teacher perceptions of the students'frﬁf; -
v_"iinon academlc classroom behav10ur 1ij;t?fijhf%;ﬂf%kkﬁfﬁl;%:F
fl B t:?._f-Palardy (1969) conducted a study to determine il i =
’f'pﬁwhether teacher bellefs about the probable success of { ! 3;
flﬁlfirst grade boys had any srgnificant effect on reading. | :
;_ i ihi;f‘, . :
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.g'gr and a; post test administration of the NOWiCkl Strickland 'l fﬁ“ffd _p

‘hachievement: Five teach\rs who believed that boys would . faj::'.dﬁ?'
be less successfuluthan gﬁils 1nllearn1ng to read were f' ‘-",';% . ;i

o matched with five teachers ‘whio belleved that boys would “ffii.larf:;fﬁ
'be as successful as girls. \The results showed that boys . S
fwere 1ndeed less successful 1n the classrooms of teachers .f ’

thhO believed they would be less successful than girlstf5 fljpii:ilhpi-i
IThe reverse was also true the data revealed that boyslhi?;:,;f W?J”

5Were as successful as Weme glrls in the classrooms rh .&;:ii_gff;fé 'CE

. Whlch teachers felt that boys would be successful

'TThe study by Mcwilliams and MCNIlllamS (1976)

tutorial instruction and the control group recelved

one to many 1nstruct10n. The groups wEre matched on }rf.;ygft*“"

» - N

WSignlficant variables and each received both a pre test ﬁ{Q{Vﬁ'

Locus of Control Scale for Children., Flndings showed

1 . v

that members of the experimental gfoup increased their D X
internal perceptions 51gnif1cantly while members of the ‘ . ;f
'“é?;;,control group showed no signifucant change by the end of B

the ten week experimental period Concernlng ach1evf ent

N . ,_ o L




a(withem, and then they completed the attltude surveyT

m”?égThe nNo Score Group"'was glven the Nelson Denny Readrng

. Shannon. (1980) studred the effects of methods of

' standardlzed readrng achlevement test admlnrstratlon on ..
}attltude toward readbng SubJects were 120 tenth grade‘

students,_randomly assrgned to one of four treatment

”;groups. (1) In the "Counselled Group," students were

' - they were to take, namely the Nelson Denny Readlng Test

.'-nabout the1r scores, and then they completed an attrtude

ffiDenny Readlng Test Form C, thelr scores were reported to{ﬂ;'”

s i%ﬁTest Form ey followed by the attltude survey but they

-1

'"dld not learn what thelr scores on the reading achlevementf"

l'test had been.a (4) A "Control Group" fllled out the

ﬂf;attltude survey“ but d1d not take the read;ng test

A”alYS1s of the data sh0wed that readlng attltude e
::.soores, as measured on the thlrty flve 1tem 1nstrument,.T:f_
[ were alg”lflca“tly affected by both (1) the method of

::2Q1V1ng the test “and (2) the students' readlng achleVementd”_fﬁ

S ‘. - f
' ﬁlevels The overall correlatlon between attrtude and

‘lffeupported the common sense observatlon that subJects who

I

';l;score highest on achlevement also have the most posrtlve

',fdattltude toward reading z_;‘}f'ﬁiff;ff;ﬂgff.;f}%‘ftﬁ,}.-?:‘“

1“ .'._

27

,. 7f1rst counseIled about the nature end purpose of the test'”

.;.§fform C Upon completlon of the test they were counselled ?3~

o T

".'izaksurvey (2) The "Score 0nly'GrouD" was glven the Nelson Lﬁf; LA

,'“ﬂachlevement was l Shannon stated that thiS study 7Q[}=Zf54':



" ﬂdzlﬁ‘fl:'tistudents who were bored or apathetlc to- enJoy reading

.l’ufThe authors of the program concluded ; &

e . ..was-a-vital part ‘of the- educational:
B : f;fexperience avarlable to boys: at: Maxey
R : '1Q;School Furthermore, these changes 1n

“and wr;tlng SubJects were 120 hlgh school boys from a

' ’ SRR S

. R . 3
' ” The authors of Hooked on Books, Fader and McNell A
S s .(1969), conducted a year long program “to: encourage ‘
: i

i

'low soc1oeconom1c background who were randomly placed 1ni3:' j'j?‘-<;:

. ;an’experlmental or: a control group : ‘*;{";. ":«"».l“?ff 'uf;kﬁ:;

| The phrlosophy of the program was based on the L
5'5}fconcept of "Engllsh 1n Every Classroom"f-whlch was.made,.d
:fup of twp maln componentsd-saturatlon and dlffusion e

'Lf55aturatlon meant the students 1n the experlmental group B

._were v1rtually surrounded w1th newspapers, maga21nes,ff; :3-"“3

"'f;fand paperbound books 5€lefusion tant the‘students used

: ”1these wr1tten forms 1n relationship to the world outside';?,-f7'tﬂ.“ﬂ

1

'-,j*the school bualdlng The authors remarked ;"Not only 'ﬁ‘

’ 'do newspapers, magazihes and paperbound books enable -”'

'f-alf'the student to deai”W1th the world as 1t 1s, but they f
; :flnv1te h1m to do sp" (p 17) d "" ' 5 e nf
| All subgects were glven The Stanford AchleVement _ﬁgf;';f :

":Test and the Verbal Prﬁf1c1ency Test ‘s pre- and post—-"-'~

r;;'Results of the Verbal Prof1c1ency Test R
o7 and. the Stanford. ‘Achievement ‘Test were: ‘g"\;h
'}ﬂ,i\?wcongruent with. one another ‘dnd- conflrmed

. -our:hopes when we’ designed the experiment
R ;1n1t1ally' ‘where it finally,counts~;1n _
i ;'performance--Engllsh in" Every” Classroom

.




RRET IO

W,',performance ‘were. dlrectly attrlbuted tor R %--fT‘a”
.47 .a tchange 'in ‘feeling'.generated by a change;‘:\‘-'ﬂ T
: ”,.'.“iqf“ln methods “and: materlaISremployed 1n the, - or s T T
I S ;teachlng of Engllsh (p 214) a.,A‘_Q e e T T

”~;In summary, research seems to 1ndicate a: strong

':correlation between attitude and achlevement Most of :}}?L;-

..,4, .

'quf'“ﬂfﬂffg~:ﬁfidthls research has been conducted withln the last decade,

'5;and 19 rather sparse 1n quantlty Most 1nvestigators have,;fV:"”

« .
. e V-

‘;made strong recommendatlons ﬁor more studles oF thls area,m

*Tas many are




o UCHAPTER TIL) W

| TSOURCESGF DATAS NETHOD AN PROCEDIRE

: ¢ Introductidni sy :

Tth chapter presents an overv1ew oF the procedures
}.'--.-av-ﬂ :

to be used 1n the study

ThlS study took‘place 1n three schools on the

i OUtSklrtS of St John s, a’ c1ty located on the easterd
coast of Newfoundland w1th a populatlon of approx1mately

'~ 130 000 1nhab1tants. The schools selected were simllar

1n the fact that they were'

ll rural schools ly ng on

ﬂ the outsklrts of the metropolltan St John s area.f;uhefthf s




from a dlversified sooloéconomic background This was

-~

At the tlme thlS study was conducted the lnvestl—:ﬂ

a°

gator was employed by the Avalon Consolldated Schoql Board

a ﬁ'.
<

as én itlnerant readlng specia;ist who v151ted these schoolsuiff*ﬁ

weekly The subgects were all the grades three and 51x

150 subJects,.whlch were

tudy, the Gates—'




i)'." ta . s,

"3 communitles were carefully selected to be representatlve L

T:i;fﬁ}”;“wljyentlre test - the rauthors do “not present o "ﬁj_‘ E_ﬁtfs,"‘h':

— - N TE \ o R N -
R :
U (30
’ ' ° ! -~
’ ’ < ! L] .
a ? : ! -
and the Estes. : : oL

-

The Gates-MacGinitie Reading Tests are a,series

~df,tests_designed_td measure group and ihdividual achieve-

':ment fron'kindergarten thraugh-gradé twelve: The grade |
three groups, were given levei C su1table for that grade, .
and the grade six groups were glyem“the approprlate test

level D-- The tests were admlnlstered accordlng to the

procedure dutllned 1n the examlner s manual The Pf. K nj"'f kfﬂ;f

v : Tt o, . o=

chrevement test was admlnlsterethhe same week torall

subJects.

The TeachEr s Manual (MacGlnltle et al., 1978) o ?Lf "3_2=;f¥

prov1des lnformatlon on test adminlstnatlon,'standardlza-?}¥¥”5

tlon, valldlty, reliab111ty°and test scor;ng The norms

for the Gates Macclnltie Readlgg Test were gkveloped by

aadmlnlstratlng the tests to a natﬁonwf&e sample of S N R

appr0x1mately 40 000 students in 37 communltles fﬁhe=

‘on the ba315yqf size, geographlcal locatlon, educatlonal ,
level -and famlly 1ncome., - :3:,.'[‘j:;";¢.": |

The Gates MacGlnltle Test was crltlclzed 1n the

Seventh Mental Measurements Yearbook (Buros, 1972) by

Burke who remarked' :f:Tt_ff{;;fd.iif’;fFf'

',-yi-j'Though there is a teather s “manual” for
' . each’ level and ‘a technical manual.. for the

. their.view- of ‘the: readlng PTOCESs . or the1r .
SoW ool rationale’ for.the "focus. of the: test. Such Lx
%y information must be’ surmlsed From the o
Co ffmaterlal 1tself : (p 1080) C
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',vrelatlon between readlng attltude and reading aphlevement
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However, the Gates' was used as.a testlng iﬁstrument
L

because, as prevrously mentloned the credentlals of ‘the

]

test appear to be‘wellnresearched. Also, this test ‘has

been used by the Avalon.Cpnsolidated-sohool Board for many
years and, in this cantextg has_beennfound'both useful  and

valid. Yo
A Estes is a test which measures attitudes-toward

a .

reading It 1s a summated rated leert scale, on whlch
subjects respond to questions on a five p01nt measure of

strongly agree to strongly dlsagree. -The investlgator j

x.'"

: adminlstered the test to alI subJects 1n each class durlng

!

the same week Fhe Estes was also read to the subjects 1n'?

both grades three and 51x, thus ellmlnatlng any problems
younger chlldren or remedlal students would have had w1th

the pr1nted ver51on The sebJechﬁthen recorded their

responses by crrcllng!the correct response. .f*""' S e

. » Method amd'ProcedUre,g:."

T.;f Testlng was carried out by the 1nvestlgator, From

May 8 to May 21 1982 Its maln purpose was to ascertaln

A

whether or. not there was a 51gn1f1Cant stétlstical corﬂl'

-~

w1th1n grades thrEe and 31x as measured by standardlzed

1nstruments.‘ The admlnlstratlon and scorlng of both

tests was done in the exact manner spe01f1ed 1n the test
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Procedure'in'the'Treatnent.of Data

After bbllection and scoring of. the data, an
initial interbretation as undertakeh-byirunning frequencies
and histograms using the raw data. 'TheSe distributions
were used to place the data into categorles of h1gh

1

average, and 106w achleVement and p051t1ve, neutral and..

-'.negatlve attltudes“ The 1nterpretat10n of these d1s— “'

tr1but10ns was for all grade 51x students, all grade three

ﬁ'students, all grade three boys, all grade three glrls,";' 8

all grade 31x boys, and all grade 51x glrls The spe01f1c
hypotheses stated 1n null terms, examlned at the 05
~

level of confldenOe,'ln the study were as follows

'ii; rhere Wlll be no s1gn1f1cant relatlonships g

. between sex and readlng, gnade and- readlng,_and-attltudedi"-

fu;freadlng achlevement students -f.;*hj',;vﬁ“vf fi_,f”-'73~=fﬁﬁh;;¢;§f;n}?

"?grade Shx: sample

' between attitude and readlng for the grade three high

and readlng, for all students 1ncluded 1n the sample."

;‘between sex and reading,\and attltude and readlng ln thei L

There will be no. slgnrficant relatlonships‘i : A

between sex and readlng,Mand attltude and readlng 1n thef

.,‘

grade threa sample

':3s3 rhere wlll be no 51gn1ficant relatibnshlps :w*f

'A There wlll be no s1gnif1cant relatlonshlps : -

F

o e

‘;‘5 There Wlll be no slgnlflcant relatlonshlps

.....
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reading aehievement'students;

:}£ , S 6. There will be no .significant relationships///

.betmeen attitude;and;reading for the grade three:average . ' {

reading achievement students. S _- : L - ”a
.f. There miil~be no signifieant relationshfps.

'between attltude and readlng for the grade six average

‘reading,achlevement students. ! ‘
d8f¢=Ihere w1ll be no s1gn1f1cent relatipnshipsé

: LetWEenjattltude and readlng for the gradeithreejlpm}ﬂ-f o g:, w-'fésp

B i I;ireading'achlevement students jf??fjj‘_: : b : B
SRR tf'fpfétlfThere will be no: signlficant relationships f“;ff‘*;if_:tbi;fjfif
h . \:,between attitude and reading for the grade 51x readlng g;ﬁ{fg%grfﬁ;%fft;

V.achlevement students v Q”

fib;;'There w1ll be no 51gn1flcant relatlonshlps

e

'between grade and attltudes toward readlng for all

H

' '.students 1ncluded in the sample. ":f ' J.»}“ E 'w.q-

VJVJJI The JOlnt effects of sex and'attltudes on readlng:A AR
"'aifWIII be Ln51gn1f1cant for all grade three students 1n |

_ '.:eﬁthe sample. ﬁ '.ﬁ.’i - ~'i "”;f”".'f!f t"x;t,t“fil' }fjj,-'_Q"'“‘
. 12 The jcint ef‘fects of sex. and- at_t."ljt,ude:.s':_.qn,"r.ea:dﬁin'g:"_ll'."-

‘ZZLW111 be 1nsrgn1f1cant for grade Slx“ﬁ,ivefi{?l

13._ None of the effeets of grade level sex, or. ,:ﬁ": P “”na*hﬂ{5

S, L. .

“"f(t;“ﬁﬂu:attltude on. readlng achlevement w1ll be signlflcant for

'tjall students in the sample.

TR N ‘.' : N - o ... N - ., B
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E}g' rhe flnal 1nterpretat10n of the data was to'”f

-measure the 1nteract10ns of reedlng achlevement with
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"attitudes toward readihg in grédes three and six by using -
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a one-way. ANbVA. The 1nfluence of grade on the Interactlon

of readlng and attltude toward readlng was undertaken by

u51ng a two- way ANOVA ~ This was, also used to determlne
the effect df sex on the- 1nteraot10n of readlng achleve- ‘i”., L ﬂ;fﬂ“

“ment and attltuda toward readlng . o o . 7 .'_;'
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CHAPTER IV o T e
L« . .. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION . T o
.. R Ty o . \ . . " B . . ;

o [ o . . ! :
S e . . . . . -

%%ﬁi..jfnff; IR, ThlS chapter is d1v1ded 1nto two. sections. jln:'

5 ] L:»:che flrst ;ectlon the spec1f1c flndlngs of the study are
:;-?con51dered in; relatlon to the hypotheses formulated 1n f}hfﬁfl

_?;dChapter One.} The second sectlon dlscusses the 1mp11cat10ns B

'fﬁof these flndlngs

- [N . . Tage et
. B Lt e et Lo

S

i 'i \“‘4*b3ﬁ9the§i§il§' There will be no signiflcant relation-:"““”'““"ﬁ

ffﬁf'vaQ}N;QZ?ffffﬁj)fﬁfffﬁshlps between sex and readlng, gradelﬁJ;””

'&:J :and readlng,:and attltude and readlng, ‘ ,
-iffor all students included 1n the ,ﬁf;i;;;nk}},[_"ffﬁ':?w

. '._sample. -Jf;fn}f 'f[.fffaj.,' Coe e e
P S L s M ol T . . . - . "o :
’\.»;-‘_' < N R Do .

4b4;3;;-bi In Table IV l the correlatlon coefflcients, means,
lrr”&i}and standard devratlons for Hypothe51s l varlables‘are
:,lfﬁﬁgpresented The null hypathesrs was rejected 1n each

flnstance slnce the correlations between sex’ and readlng,,_

;3?;;;vl,fwfyff“j}:..grade and readlng, and attltude and readlng were srg- f',.’

'“lhlflgant at the DGl level

o . . . N .
. h '.'. . B o .. O . . . R L [
. I PN L W ‘ .
- . “ N .,:_ . T .
. ° . ,~ N

”r{-ffl Hypothes1s 2 There will be no slgnlflcant relatlon- R “iblif.tlﬁ

S 'fw: Shlps between sex and readlng, and glﬂ*” o ~,1J

. 137 . R

L f - o ! T . '.. '.. ‘
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attitude and reading in the grade

three sample T

o :Lﬂ' AN
TABLE V. ol ; .iﬁ;"

CORRELATION COEFFICIENTS MEANS, STANDARD DEVIATIONS FOR
' READING COMPREHENSION FOR ALL STUDENTS IN THE SﬂMPLEa

I

i oM

:f'fVariables:' 'Segv.;,prade..OAttdh-ffﬁeaotﬁl;ff;?tﬂnﬂgafsﬁzﬁﬁf'%;ﬁ;_nt i

| gégjx{lj?fljoﬂgf{ll4q25;f;;p§ﬁ,gﬁaiyooiﬂgﬁf'}f' R

Y

7?}‘féradef;;}7i:?17ﬁrh::L‘GQQ"I;?Déy*;irflidqliJ$7irbﬁ

U ated, T 1390 U0660 0 1000 L 0011703 S

_______

:ffﬂeédk}JfJiﬂoééﬁ_;::,5O7EHOTEII9ITEILQéQﬂ“iﬁieqifb 18.0°"

?:a;f)Correlatlon coefficients are presented below t

diagonalj “the significarce level. of‘the relatio'; “ff"”

”_.1s presented above the diagonal

ol . Boys
L Girls:

14.?”
>

ul The findings for Hypothe51s 2 are presented in

'".fTabie rv 2. 1A Table IV 2 the attitude raading relation-z o

'ELShlp was srgnificant --The null hypothesrs for sex and

- }”ﬂa!reading at the grade 3 level was reJected Also, the -ﬁ ﬂ;?:':

Q'attitude reading hypothesis was rejected because the

;‘fyirelatlonship was srgnificant at the 001 level ThlS

iﬁlxaflndlng was consrstent w1th the hypdthesis that children s tifVl}}w“ﬁ' -

B N . ) T
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:readlng is 1ntluenced by attitude This the51s has
brecently been promoted by Bettelhelm and Zelan (1981)
';who remarked, "A chlld's attitude toward readrng is oF o
\'euch 1mp0rtanoe that, more often than not, 1t determlnes":t“'
rhls scholastlc fate" (p 25) ’ L T

»

rAetefrv 2*"~
,' ‘ 43; S

READING CUMPREHENSION FOR ALL GRADE THREE STUDENTS

r e . : -",»\ A . . . R L
P . . e T . - . s . B .

B

. arisbies s ntar - Reads o

1>t f:

DL K
RN

S oattd. o F .0det 1000 i .00L - 69.6.0 . 9.96

oo
- EL

.'ftfﬁybothesisjﬁti There w1ll be'no significant relation-.

"13153f1g3f17“:f:;ships between sex and f%adlng,
z?-gi ﬁ.foﬁﬁ*'fT;ﬁn;sffiaffattltude and readlng 1n the gr de six{_3~j';'

.-n.. .J‘.

.:,samp]‘:e ," ,."_-.‘ o .. ‘]- - ‘ . | ;' " .~~. S
Table IV 3 presents a table of the correlation
:;; coeffrc;ents, means, and standard dev1atlons For readlng

' 'rf.comprehension of the grade six students in the sample

- k] e T ’ ’ '.
L - o
\ e H. Ty,
T : T -
v ' o
[T SOk

'AQCORRELATION CDEFFICIENTS MEANS STANDARD DEVIATIONS FOR‘:-'.' Ea

‘ B [N e, e
L igp o e
B L P \
e raT PR g
. s

sy e T UIL000° Y As U D036 0 137 T el L T

RN The null hypoth651s was regeoted for both relatlonships.ﬁ,(ffixﬂ =:-'ﬁ '



'”In a blvarlate analysls the sex dlfferences and readlng
.relationshlp at the grade srx level was srgnlflcant at the'
05 level favourlng glrls /This flndlng 1s congruent A B

{with the theory Geschwind and’. Behau (1982) reported in.

:-the 1982 proceedlngs of the,Natlonal Academy of Scrences
o Y
”As predlcted the attltude readlng relatlonshlp was.

e slgnlflcant at the 001 level

PR T

| h

el

.....

i.e”CDRRELATION COEFFICIENTS MEANS STANDARD DEVIATIONS FOR
READING COMPREHENSION FOR ALL GRADE SIX STUDENTS o

CvartabLes " coSex bl Read

e TR e T a0t he bz sy s

s

(s s L U RRdy L1650 1,000 001t .70u9 0 U9ul0
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| Hypothesis 4

””fﬁ}@fefﬂfgif’?ﬂf?f;the grade three hlgh readlng achlevement

f'lgfstudents.~..xﬁ"*'7

Table IV 4 presents the results of an analysis of

: varlance For the relatlonship between attitudes and readlngj:.'“

. S AP I Y . - . . . T
i. MR ool . o PR S e .

TABLE bl J3 ,-1':' :‘ f'”f_'i:"";f e

There w1ll be no srgnlflcant relatlon—?;tff s

*f;ghj_ffshlps between attJtude and readeng for ';fﬂmir
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.’~for grade ‘three hlgh readlng achievement students The
F ratlo was not srgnlflcant at the 05 level of confldence
Therefore, hypothe51s 4 was accepted As may be noted
:from the R=- square statlstic reported 1n Table IV 4,
tattltude was not a. predlctor of readlng comprehen51on' -
" for- "good" grade three readers because good readers ‘seem

'Ato have unlformly posrtlve attltudes toward reading

' TABLE rv 4 .ffo;Laf“[ e
1o *foNALvsrs OF VARIANCE FOR THE RELATTONSHIP' BETWEEN, ATTITUDES
) : “AND _READING: -GRADE THREE,. HIGH READING -~ = = .-
: B ACHIEVEMENT STUDENTS " e :
‘Effects 7 Sum of ‘Sguares’ +v . dFc T LFL e
T R T D
. \l-:.-‘l o -',' R N R N : ' ‘ R

C Attituoe D Ts7.e89 0Tt sa7 o s

CTotal. Y 970,798, .o .19 i

.:' .l .' .*'I:.. - l‘ .'—' . .." ._‘f——?{ :-.‘: - ) . . - K
"’ Hypothesis' 51 - There Wlll be no 51gn1f1cant relatlon-~l7ﬁ
tships between attltude and readlng for
'“~5ﬂthe grade 51x hlgh readlng achleVement P
'1students.:f;' .

.'.\ C
I

Table IV 5 presents the results of an dnaly31s

‘}f . f of varlance for the relatlonShip between attltudes and

. . k”,l-;.‘ o




'fldence"4 Therefore, hypothe51s 5 was accepted The R—~
-.

.in their reading comprehension.

3 )

~ ..‘

nreadlng for all grade 51x hlgh readlng achlevement students

The F ratlo was not 51gn1f1cant at the_ 05 level of eon— ;I_*

square'df .010 indicated that.for.ugood"readers attitudeS;f

. ) .o . .
were of negligible importance infaccountlng'ﬁp:.yatlat;on

‘

TABLE IV 5 -

.o

e N

: T"}ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ATTITUDES

AND READING.. "GRADE" SIX;y HIGH READING

_ACHIEYEMENT STUDENTS AR ;?jjﬂ?gaﬁifu-'

[P L
T

o Bffects . --.sam” of "Squares . . ividf L

R

\}.12i03}ﬁ;lif:'#ifwji”;frﬁ-;ijgfit.ﬁ’”yy (R

‘Total--

"'fVAlé9E7jé. E'fﬁ fﬁlau.'ﬂ“ff R

TEZR;st?fGELH'

Lot

o

There W1ll be no 51gnlflcant relatlon-”f;f

““HHYA&AH?Sié 6:

' ?n.variance for the relathnshlp between attltudes and

HI: reading for grade three average readlng achlevement

.-H“foﬁNJ}; shlps between attitude and readlng for

8o '

ment students ‘ ?,n'(T Q_;'“

el - . R o . NN RN

4,

ﬂ.f;In Table IV 6 the results of an analysrs of
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' A students is’ presented The F ratlo was not 51gn1flcant_' L ‘
R B . at the\.OS level of- confidence Therefore, prelrmrnaryﬁl'
; -H,‘,thxpothesis-s waS'aeceptedr
L T

‘fANALYSIS OF 'VARIANGE' FOR - THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ATTITUDES ORI
e AND READING FOR: CRADE THREE AVERAGE. READING o
O N L ACHIEVEMENT STUDENTS . ""

- ?_.. e

fif;fﬂybhthesds_jiﬁ There wrll be no srgnlflcant relatlon—j{?fW'J;'*

":ﬂshlps between attltude and readlng forﬁy":""

T ,”U”fffffEnwthe grade six average readlng achleve-;{ﬁ

L ,f!ff.l':‘ﬁﬁ;ment students. 'Jﬂjiﬁﬁ Tf{';f”gji,”“;lf‘jf"

‘. . Tah;e IV 7 presents the results of an analy51s

‘Uﬂl;ﬂ,;fjjfjglﬁi'of varlance for the relatlonshlp between attltudes and

A ""Freading fdr the grade six average readlng achlevement

‘VIfJStUdents The F ratio was not 51gn1f1cant at thei{,5*;f“:' .

'?*flevel of confldence.

7 was accepted
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“fjteovarlance F ratlo of 1 177 was;, not 51gn1f1cant at the

.';

lﬁf}ﬁHypothe51s 9

TABLE IV ?

ANALYSIS ‘OF .VARIANCE FOR THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ATTITUDES
©.;v - 'AND'READING 'FOR ‘GRADE "SIX AVERAGE READING. .
SR S ACHIEVEMENT STUDENTS -

saet 8 . P B N T e

SR  §;F{

the grade three low readlng achleve-

ment students ‘;1:ﬂhﬂ;f“::i55ﬁgéf
TN ‘m f-;%,#ﬁ,.{pazt—'“';'“' R
This-hypothe51s was accepted The analy51s qg




cwariance F I‘Bth of l 022 was ndt' 51gn1f1Cant at the

R 0 -
05 level of‘ confldence (see Table IV 9)
"";Q TABLE IV 8 RER SO
. O D T RO LB R -
ANALVSIS OF VARIANCE FDR THE RELATIGNSHIP BETNEEN ATTITUDE

| ZAND. READING 'FOR" GRADE. -THREE: Low READING
s ACHIEVEMENT STUQENTS .

TABLE IV 9

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE FOR THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN Tl
*T'ANB READING FOR:.GRADE; SIx: LOW'READING ol
AR ACHIEVEMENT STUDENTS :

Lo sz‘fects rSumoquuares PR

3

Attitude 'f' 50 762
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I S
3.& . "Hypdthesis 10: Jhere.will be no significant relation- | [
E;g . <.‘ - _. - sﬁip betweeh~grade and'attitudes_tdwerd . .
b SO ‘ reading for all students intludéd in

‘the sample. ' 8 .

[y . « T
-

ThlS hypothe51s was accepted. The analy51s of . :';kfff

RN S

'f covarlance F rat10 ‘of 602 was not 51gn1f1cant at. the [‘; B o ;j;ﬁ

'v.‘..,-

05 level of confldence (see Table v 10) ';,,f, 7‘.u'-ef.“}.e» -

TABLE IV 10

N ,,'. . . EEEN \
1- : * N

ANALYSIS ‘oF. VARIANCE FOR THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ATTITUDES ,Q}V
L AND READING- FOR ALL.STUDENTS *IN" THE' SAMPgE SRR
N A . n . . o . .

e
N

Effects - - "Sum of Squares  ~ df - . F . pe

“Grade’ . rf- T;5Q!B;r : o 1 " .602 L'f;:' hs‘:"’_u

CoTotal’ U v ex2ka9.434 137 L o
) ' B : ey . . NERVIEEER

CGRISguate T . LT L0040 T e

R .,-J.' _"._' R Loty LA
ST e T U R S
e e L e e an
. .. : . ;. Lot JRAREN
L]

"f?l.ﬁyppthesisﬁliﬁd The j01nt effects of sex: and attltudes
. '-.' S L v e,

 ¢‘{:~7173 gton readlng w111 be 1nsign1flcant for -

'{i_lauE:A~ﬂ?;'f;'waall grade three students 1n the sample.,*‘i';

Table IV ll presents a two way analys1s of 'j;}i:‘

_varlance for the effects of sex and attltudes toward

KNS

""ﬂdﬁsﬂLuf:Jfl ' readlng on readlng achlevement for all grade three

.;i




:,analy31s repotted in Table IV ll

'”-;nypothesis 12.' rhe J01nt effects of sex and attitudes

ana1y91s of varlance F ratlo of 5 419 for the attltude h';%x-fﬁr'

:.:. variable was significant at the 01 leveL—of confldence i;=:¢ 'f[ﬂfﬁﬁj

Tt R S

studehts in the sample i The~null'hypothesis was rejected
f .
as the-F ratio of 6. 704 fot attitude effécts was-signifl;

’

cant at the .85 leVel of confldence . The, flnding was . —_— (
vo. 71 o

congruent w1th the evidence reprinted 1n thb bivariate _ oot

.. \‘

TABLE IV ll

.

Two UAY. ANALYS1S, OF VARTANGE. FOR THE EFFECTS OF “SEX. LT
AND. ATTITUDES. TOMARD, READING ON READING ACHIEVEMENT - ;.‘ﬂ;:;- o
oo 4% FOR GRADE "THREE!STUDENTS:ONLY )" .-.»,ns“_;‘t'il;t

i -, . . M T

.‘_."\‘..'

Lo

Attitude - . C2025.391 .0 2 [ 6.704.  .002

Toa ..

e A T o
X . T127.295 0 o 2. . 421 opg

-

~0n. readlng w1ll be in51gn1ficant for'ﬂ

':h.h:?: Qrade 51x \,'j“}-- .fbf. :2'7'5 'i§;.v'f
This hypothe31s was reJected The two way “i ;;i_-f

Y

LR e e e e
AT (see Table 1v 12) AN e e e e T
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' Hypothesis 13:

Thls hypothesis was reJected when the grade three o

"1n Table l
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'.TABLE'IV.IZ

TNO WAY ANALYSIS OF - VARIANCE FOR THE EFFECTS OF SEX
AND 'ATTITUDES TOWARD READING ON READING ACHIEVEMENT,
S FOR GRADE. SIX STUDENTS ONLY ' :

- Effects

- Sum of SdUéfQS:' Cdf oL . o

. Sex .

.ii}Z;dgj;,ﬁ'f::Ejfwi :';-i2;821.lE

Cattrtide L gzl 2

LA

Loty ST
e 3~ R

T 23k 0Es LI

FRERENES

v
.

U195

R-Squaref fﬁlﬂf;?:

f,gand grade s1x data were pooled
'Af;[grade, sex and attltudes were s1gn1flcant

-ri;expected

{for about forty percent of the varlance 1n reading

None of the effects of grade level,

iment will be 31gn1flcant for all

w

: -

that 1s, the effects of
: As would be

this result conflrmed the flndings reported

Grade, sex, and attltude effects accounted

J .

i

comprehension (100 R-square % 39 9) :

oAt

5007

3ﬁLﬁS;,&Tﬁ.f

-”zstudents in. the sample ”vfj:f:'fl;fjf N
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'TABLE 1v.13r'

. , THREE WAY ANALYSIS ‘OF VARIANCE FOR THE EFFECTS OF GRADE

SEX, AND ATTITUDES TOWARD READING ON READING -
ACHIEVEMENT FOR ALL STUDENTS 'IN- THE SAMPLE

“ a -

_Effects ' .. . Sum of Squares. -.df - F p-

. .Grade - .. . 8544:777- 1%  41.614 .00l

SN

ltsek o cwhe T 12000743 0 el 5085302

Ht:Grade * Attltudeu oy 327.2B0,.. T2 797 Ths o ac

SRS ,,““.( . q~.--.-~w s Y
e Sex,# Attitude--g 293,706 . 2 - Y46.853. -ns-

Grade, * Sex. *"
‘ Attltude

. R-sauare. :3‘i7»7 o399

. \ DlSCUSSlOD of Results

The results obtalned in the prev1ous sectron were

,/”’supportlve of the theory of attltude and readrng Thus, :

1t was found that attltudes affect reading 1n grades
three and slx.iHEf ' AT SR T o

However, the results also 1ndicated that w1thin

. student achlevement categorles the attltude effects were f

g
,\

: ~i§§f§f§5éﬂ*ﬁ$§k7q;f-f,?;f~ﬂgr3;4§$xﬁ7gf7;jjfj”13}4b5‘;{ghgﬂ;“ o

670652 2. 8.132 . ns.

NS

S e URtbitude 0 4s55,434 0 200 115093 L00L
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i learning problems ‘They suggest

e S U N

negligible.' The variation-in'attitude for high'performers
in'reading was modest therefore there was no effect
‘Attitudes did, not affect comprehen51on for the high
readlng students in grades three or-six. The same was
true of’ average readers and low readers in grades three
and six. * ~-t,'f - | | |

One unantlcipated finding was the relatlonship

lf between sex and reading comprehen51on.‘ For both gr‘ﬁe Z.:'.

three and grade Slx samples, girls outperformed boys.;f'”'“‘

Thls has been a c0mmon research findlng.3 Dwyer (1973)

suggests that sex differences in readlng are based on one

of the follow1ng categarles...:ftfigfiﬁl“}?ff?xf5f7"4f&fﬂ‘”'

f”?fii;uﬁleferential ratesor. level of maturation-- ~.fjfil:.:“5‘

.~ "'Girls are- considered to be more advanced’
._developmentally than > goys and ere thUS more
ready to learn to rea ' L .
=2, .Reader . content--Content is sometimes con-l
- sidered to be more: geared to girls' intergst’
1~than to boys"3- s S S A ‘."i-

-3..mNegative treatment of boys by Female teachers--”’
", Negative or inmferior treatment in Sspecific.® i '
- teacher-pupil:interactions “is held: respon51ble RN
foT boys' lower readlng achievement.h; -t '

.ff}dg¥a0ultural expectatlons for the male” role--”f

l-JBoys' perceptions’ of.-school and -reading: -as. &;5“;'fi
“-inappropriate”to of in. conflict with develop-:

-ment of the. male sex: role may depress boys",“hﬁ;ﬁtgfﬁ*'°77ﬁ

.g;achieyement ' (p 455)

(1982) have pointed out a genetic explanation for suoh 5¥fff{fff31~

'ﬁ,Q,?;; : More recentlY, neurologists Geschwlnd and Behanhf;:;‘;ii‘”




The brain has, two" hemispheres, each
acontrolling different functiodns. "~ The right
half reigns over spatial skills while the
left holds sway over.language--at least -in
most of. the 90 percent of .the population
. that'is right-handed. But sometimes the
s right hemisphere usurps control of language
. especially in‘:left-handers. .Some neudro-<
logists call this exception "anomalous
-dominance " (p 63) .

'Tables IV 3 and IV 13 support the findlngs of sei~

' .fl dlfferences and reading achievement The three way ANOVA"“‘:

"*ﬁ}indicated that attitude effects are 51gn1ficant Qver 8ﬂd- Ty

'”t.;paabove both grade and sex effects Slmilarly,. ex effectsa'fh"'a

__l

v ﬁ‘ifare 51gn1flcant over and above grade apd’attitude effectsif""'.

.?The dl €. Findlngs were 1ndicated by the correlation co-.l"'
'?iefflCIGHtS (Table IV l) ' | ‘ |
B :_ One fac%or must be noted 1n accounting for the
7outcome Of the results of this study., This is the \: "T;_;
:hpopulatlon.. All three schools lie on‘the outskirts of.
- ;a metropolltan area,'and the families tend to follow a, h

"*rural llfestyler.w1th the maJority of familles on. modest

“hincomes obtained from fishing or farming One of the fT':'”

"»qusamples was’ obtalned from a community that has a high

l.“g?unemployment rate due to the fact that a. minlng 1ndustry

K

"‘ﬂclosed down a few years\ago. Thus the results obtalned j"h

;1n th1s sample, though supportive of current reading ﬂ

'i“-theory,.would most probably not parallel in detail those

-fbased on samples from dlfferent 5001oeCOnomic backgrounds I

:Nevertheless, 1t lS 1nterest1ng to note from a theoretlcalf'

R S
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perspective ‘that basic theory in réading is supported by

samples that dewiate somewhat from the Newfourdland norm
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_ CHAPTER V-
'SUMMARY,, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary of Findings &
3 «. . | . . ".'"' k
o The purpose of thlS study was to 1nvest1gate the‘lgf"
‘~fp0851b111ty of a statlstlcally signlficant relationshlp
;Efgbetween attltudes tOWaTd reading and Deadlng achlevement iﬁffi;
Mi_ln grades three and 51x.-,' L | K

rhe maln hypotheses of the study, expressed 1n

.'lﬂf.null terms, were as follows. .

3f'aghlevement -and attltude and reading achlevement fg}fall

':fld There Wlll be ho signlflcant relatlonshlps "

) f:between sex and readlng achlevement, grade and readi 19 3

' 'f;students 1ncluded in the sample. : 3 . 7'-,5 ‘VZ<;.

”:2: “Fhere w1ll be no 51gn1flcant relatlonships f__«‘

' bgtween'Sex and readlng achlevement ,and att1tude and

J=ffreading achlevement ‘in. the grade three sample

:3ﬁt;There w111 be no 51gn1flcant relatlonshlpsf

af>betWéen sex and reading, and attltude and readlng Ln

o .'" v,

P

~"the grade 51x sample f'v,'

';'4 There w1ll be no’ 51gniflcant relatlonships

between attitude and readlng for the grade three hlgh

read1ng achlevement students.,k'“" - -
_ _ T;'ﬂ : “
.53 - :
' : N ..-‘,
e _;J.'
S - '
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.‘reading,achlevement students._”
'dreadingfachieVement students
:-_?treadingﬁachlevement students

f-reading,achlevement students

5. There wili'be no.significant relatrdnships
betweenvattltude and readlng for the grade six high’
reading'achlevement students . '_

-.Br_ There wil}l be-no~slgn1fieant relationships
fbetween att1tude and readlng for the gradekthreE'ayerage-

o

”“7;',There Wlll be no’ 51gn1f1cant,relationShips;.

"Jbetween;attltude and readlng for the=gfa8ei;iiaa§é£égé5f:7”'T};?

Jf&fBQ’;There wlll be no s1gnificantfrelation$hips. A;"

o 4;betweenfatt1tude and reading for the;grade three low AT TR -

4 el

”‘ﬂ'9;fTThere w1ll be no 51gn1f'. x lationshlps

between}attltude and readlng ﬁ_r the;grade six low

Af-lOQ ,There w1ll be no 51gn1f1 ant relatlonshlps

.between grade and attltudes towamp readlng for all

.students 1ncluded 1n the sample \\;_,j, '-»- ﬁfqu"

ll The JOlnt effects of sex and attltudes on. readlng

w1ll be 1n51gn1flcant for all«grade three students 1n d-~

”'ﬁfthe sample e S '
B iZQ The 301nt effects dT sex and attitudes onlreadlng
';will be 1n51gn1flcant for, grade 51x ;‘l_i‘i l”'n:t5‘§f:'
“‘1 13." None of the effects of\grade level,'sex;!dr.-#ifc;. .

e

‘i=g attrtude on readlnﬁ w111 be signlflcant for all students

in the sample 'ifﬁ ?fu?:'fl'd-lf“7 thi'.;;;iz_ﬁlt-:"ﬂﬂﬁi; o ﬂ:'

re L ettt | A= Bt T
- T RN 3 e .




55.

Aporoximately one *hundred and fifty students from
three‘different schools, under the Jurlsdlctlon of the
:Avalon Consolldated Sch001 Board partlclpated 1n the e B ' '-\
tlnvestigation " The. students comprlsed all of the grades_ - r'; : ,'fd
three and 51x students 1n the aforementioned schools o
:_”These particular grades were chosen partlally to” 1nves-
l"ﬁ:tigate whether there was ‘a 51gn1flcant attltude dlfference’
:.ixbetween students, 1n particular prlmary and elementary -1zhe‘;l[p o

'1“;grades ALSO, 1t was of 1nterest to compare subjects

'T::ffrom both the prlmary and elementary grades since in each

( :?'sfthe role of readlng'ls somewhat different.:_rhe prlmary

:;children are learning the meéhanlcs of how to read and
fthe elementary chlldren are learnlng how to use thelr
lﬂreadlng abllities to acqu1re other 1nformatlon and
:;[ntgknowledge - |

:¥?.‘w L": g ;”: S UgygBurns and Roe (1976) prov1de an. overv1ew.of

) - 'reading programs 1n the schools They say that L.;' ':' ; ”\"y . S

~oIn the prlmary years ‘a beglnning is. :j‘ Lo T e T
. provided by assessing and. dévelpping ,‘." R N SIS N
., readinpess’” or. the attitudes and skills i ‘ T :
_necessary for initial: readlng.. Reading S P
aloud of stories and poenms to chrldren-”. Lo T
, - Lol as well as. encouraging contact with” o R :
~g$,‘ R S '_;books and.'pictures are ways of developing R
L S o ) _favorable attitudes ‘toward. reading : S e
jSpec1fic skills such as auditory and R AT
- visual dlscriminatlon of letters. and ~ Lo
o, '-.@sounds and’.verbal facillty are. focused ' Lo
o Lj-upon speCiflcally _p;-zela. e

uss the emphasis of elementary.

h'fThey go on’ to d1

" peading f programs By ot
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~ While continuing to focus attentlon upon
the skills_introduced-in the primary years, -
. -teachers emphasize many more .complicated
< readlng tasks. during the 1ntermed1ate years.
' p. 29 : .

'All students were adminlstered the Gates MacGlnltie',

. Readlng Tests and the Estes ‘The Gates Macclnitle Readlng
' est§ are a serles of tests de51gned to measure group and
L R 1nd1v1dual achlevement , Each grade was given the appro-
L T T ° .,
i

J

'.',prlateform For that grade All students were also glven

'7fthe Estes,_a test Wthh measures attltude tOWard reading.;5feh:,

'LQQ}ﬁiget;gél;g;_f?x—_After tne—data—were—collected ~an 1nat4%ﬂfdnter-

N . .
K

‘,‘pretatlon was undertaken by runnlng frequency dlstrlbutions
:”}and hlstograms us1ng the raw data These dlstrlbutions

: '}Vwere used to. place the data 1nto categorles of hlgh

}' ':average,'and 1ow reading and’ p051tive, neutral and 'f

z ;;';.':_' o “Ie’Vnegatlve attltudes.f. o | - ' ' 4

ifTé;T o Z’.H{ _' A one way’ ANOVA Was, used in .the Final. 1nterpre—.;ﬁd:-
gt. ? - . i',tatlon to measure the lnteractlons oh*readlng achlevement,fﬁnﬁ"
%J -? " * with, attitudes toward reedbng 1n grades three and 51£F'-,,.ig;,

Lg"f . f}hgr:gA two waylANuVA was used to determine the: 1nfluence of f'%.

.i ' V {;'~:ﬁgrade on the 1nteract10n of readlng and attltude toward.iiﬁ”}ffgu

%. R readlng This was also USed to determlne the effect ofA \’

;? Y sex on the 1nteraction oﬁ reading achlevement and attltude \"fff :l*fo
:1. »; N L The f0110w1ng are a. summary of the findlngs of’fbh ’fﬁ” ' ;|

ji ftii?the hypotheses tested-: R " L .

e 3




Hipothe51s l. ’ o . j :;:.
. The null hypothe51s was reJected since the »f?
. ”correlations between SeX’ and reading, grade and reading,‘ f?iu
:and attltude and reeding were signlflcant at the QQl»;" ”fis
';;_level of 51gn1ficance. " fu ~.}:-‘”7"ji'-ff - fo_‘“'”'
S :.c“ 'Inijai'Hypothesis 2'f E?:. S --iah _il ﬁ ’ _ ‘ 2;
. e f{“~' - The ndil hypothe51s for sex and reading at the,?* B :ﬁh
" ':f?grade three levei wes reJected._ éince the attitude-”;} ;
..:};Eglfﬁg;;ff;ereading relationship was significant at the‘ 001 level W
E R "ff;the hypoth851s was’ also reJected SRDRE o ',Q

~£5a€:7HyDothesls 3 s_‘f;:{?;fffﬁ§?:'“.

. e
N

The null hypothe31s was reJected For the grade R
sik students 51nce a bivariate analysis indicated the ‘ﬁ'ﬁﬁdfiiﬁﬁyf,;if'
;ﬁ»frelationship between sex differedces and reading et the '

,.Qgrade six level was 51gn1f1cant at the 05 level ??4 i 'f}.fﬁ“iff;

"Q*'Eﬁjf-Favouring glrls, j_'i'"*' : _f k
o 'ftHypothesis 4'"7"j ;cfn; ']}S:fﬁf' ¥

This hypothesis was. accepted since in. an analy51s::{?*\f

.“dfof varlance for the relatlonship between attitudes and 1ﬁ;‘”3

firEading for grade three high reading achievement students,:ifﬁﬂ,;,gT
'3?Lthe F rat10 was not significant at the 05 level of AT

‘" Hconfldence;'fjﬁ;*m‘*



'variance for the melatlonship between attitudes and

.J“readlng for all grade six hlgh readlng achlevement .:;é’j.fﬂf?ﬁ

i Ve
.

'fstudeﬁts 1ndlcated the relatlonshlp was not 51gn1flcant

'f:at the‘.OS level of confldencefr

"..-,.. Lo

-

‘ Hypothesis 7

t

ThlS hypothe31s was accepted as an analy51s of

g“varlance for the relationship between attttudes and”
~3vread1ng For the grade 51x average readlng achlevement}j';r.i~nl

':;5students'1ndicated the F ratio was nat 51gnif1Cant at the.

"1}not signlﬁicant at the 05 level o {
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v oht Hypothe51s 9 &;7[~:-:wf
AR "’f' 5‘3"fﬁf The anaLy31s 0f covarlance F ratlo of l 022 was

. '}3,;§~‘ not signlflcant at the 05 level of confldence, thus thlS :?f
_-'-‘: L . '..‘\ ! o "

hypothe51s was acceptedua~

Hypoth881s,10

.h;, e;:i2of 6 704 for attltude effects was 51gnificant at the 05

'f ﬂg] l;ﬂfgg level.of confldence.,:ji,h7]:7;:71f§ﬂ“*“

for the attitude variable was “ignlflcant at the Ol level

of confldence, thus the null hypoth851s was reJected

.,‘o’.




sl it T i L A
) ToAes "' ",
0 Qo -
’ L]
,;5,;?,;
‘cofdclusions. and Discussion
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. A common research findlng has been the conclu51on

that glrls outperfoam boys in reading achievement f Dwyer
(l973) suggests that ‘sex differences in relationshlp to '

h» reading achievement ‘are based on’one of four factors.:f

treatment of boys by Female teaoherS‘ and the differential

are not oompatlble with cultural expectations for the male

')t-

SklllS-- GeschW1nd and Behan (1982) contend that sex. ..“”

l
differences and reading achlevement are attributed to :
"tf%,j}' 'genetlc dlfferences 1n thelbraln’hemispheres of both '

B

'f@vilsexes._ Thus, lt was an interesting finding 1n thlS study

to find 1n~bothathe grade three and grade 51x samples

the girls outperformed the boys.h Tables IV } and Iv 13

' International Readlng Assooiation publication that

reseerch on attitude development and maintenance 1s ' ’}

'

level of maturation° oontent of readers, ‘the. negat1ve;73f"°

sex role and thus 1nterfere with the acquisrtion of reading

'strll in 1ts 1nfanoy A llterature search revealed oﬁby"fﬂ

60

In: Summary, these factors are the differential\rate ot L LT
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- on attitudeg“toward reading. Therefore,“one objectiye
S ;i'., of,the_stUdy was to_ascertain the importanoe ot.attitudes

in.determining readingfachieyement in'grades'three and - o ‘. _(

’ sia. The conclusrons of the study, derlved from the -

"'7 findings of the data, were supportlve of the theory that ". :

;ﬂ' ": S ‘_ attitude and readlng are dlrectly related It. was . found | - ::
'+ .:qud5'_, that attitudes affect readlng 1n grades three and srx... L g
‘ L ﬂ 'Tj;j' The data also indicated that within certain / 2“ _ F:

“ﬁﬁfdz”f‘ st dent achlevement categories the effects of attltude

e

Fare’ negligible.; It was found that attltudes d1d not %;ﬂiﬂjtiff&iﬂ
yr;i affect comprehen81on for the high achlevement reading

o students 1n grades three and 51x, due possrbly to the iilff,fvl;'?a~;fj

.a”ﬂ;vﬂ;_f_ fact that good readers seem to have unlformly p051t1ve ;:gfiu.“

.

';;. attitudes toward reading o ;flzhiﬁif'a'j,; %ﬁ

One unanticipated finding was that sex was not

o

a determinant of dlfﬁerences in readlng comprehen31on

b}

for grade three pupils.s However, by grade-51x, there _

was a strong relationship between sex and reading,xln

favor oF girfs.= “?:I“iﬁ'3f’fff_.- ,ﬂﬁ,w_ﬁ y.;,-fivjf L

/
Therefore, 1t may be surmised that certain factors—

. - cause the attitudes of boys toward reading to wane in the _;ﬁ;~}:q;;ﬁ;';
elementary chool years.; It can thus be concluded that e
- ‘ more should be done in the schools to foster posrtive &Qt{ f.
g ’h'l'y attitudes at thlS critical tlme:-IOne way to acsomplish 'Fiﬁﬁfﬁfgfi i

"u“}f this would be to have school llbrarles use book displays ggfjg-f'fj:ff;;

that focus on male ihterests (e g., car racing, sports,;ff:‘




.'-'-,‘_.G?en the. limltations or th"

'3._of dlfferent 5001oeconomic background

."x;result'of the present study

-?in reading should be conducted 1n Newfoundland schools

-ﬁfdlfferences 1n reading can be attributed to the teacher

lfrghvariable. As Dwyer (1973) suggests,;vgngtL

- . R : o , o

Or. space adventure)' -In’the'classroom book dlscu331on

"and book clubs g%uld be p051t1ve strategles for fosterlng

7

a lcve of books and reading Ural and . written book
reports, to assrst in student sharing of interestlng

books, could promote an’ avld 1nterest in reading

with regard to .the Findings oF the study,[it is

_1mportant to . con51der the limitations of the study As.,f‘

"Jyrprev1ously mentionedfnthe school records indicated that

K

ﬂcthe maJority of hhe students in the sample were from : nfff :

“f_eommunitles w1th a somewhat'low socioeconomic background

1d not be generalized to other schools with students

LR TN
Sty e .

" .:’Recommendations .7 -

.

rhe follow1ng recommendations :are proposéd as a

PR

’Hfl:. A research study 1nvest1gat1ng sex differénces

.Y N u E

l

'f‘,-In thas study girls outperformed boys in reading achieve-;."

»

:“jment 5ubsequent,stud1es should ascertaln 1f 1ndeed sex LT

Some researchers haVe searched for o
* evidence that boys find it difficult to

)

identify Wlth p.edominantly female '?ﬂ J;ffx/;ﬂ;ffﬂfﬁflﬁiu‘ff

62
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"ﬁ,population from a different soc1oeconomic backgfound from

'-*:high school AlSO,Alt would be valuable ‘to ascertaln if

'j:f:f;affects attitude toward reading A grOUp of students

. i

- elementary teachers, and that this has,

“an adver®e effect ‘on-their motivation; .
or that. these. predominantly: female teachers
find, it .difficult to relate to their male

. puprls and are therefore more critical - -

: and punitrve toward them. (p.. 459)

,fIndeed' Newfoundland with many schools segregated on
.the basrs of sex, would be a su1table place to conduct
fjsuch a study, 31nce the control variable of sex would be

;iifautomatically\aCCOUﬂtEd for

2.; The research design_should be repllcated w1th a:

'Z*the one used 1n thls study,,to ascertain if attitude and

, #}achleVement are affected by soc1oeconom1c background

.( . \\x
..l

3.- It would be worthwhile to conduct a 51milar

{Tstudy with hlgh school students to ascertain 1f attitude rfid

.'.fiaffects readlng achievement to the same degree 1n the

-t

;~Athe sex differences 1n readlng are as pronounced 1n the }i‘"

/

“iihigh school as they are 1n the prlmary and elementary
_.“fgrades This could have important 1mp11catlons for
"?strategies and materials utilized to foster posrtive
'fl@*@attrtudes toward readlng in the high schoel, as well ‘as: f7,
';Ztibromoting changes 1n the high school curriculum

".." AT

"?j:group to: ascertain if the contentﬁof reading

T A study should be conducted.with an all male

"Jrlal

ucould use a reading‘content that contalned a more ,__f“‘; .
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» The Estes (l97l) was used to measure attltudes'

toward reading It 1s a. summated rated leert scale, on

- ‘:lwhich SUbJECtS respond to questions ‘on a five- polnt
Lmeasure of strongly agree to strongly dlsagree..qfhejf
_— A'iﬁvgsteg was also read to all subjects to ellmlnate any '
R 5tf:problems that younger students or remedial students would
. fﬁigaiji:?:?:df;have with the printed version.5:;ii:fnfiﬁnﬁvlg- B s

K : \
-
.
5.
Lo i
FEES

! :i ;il‘ Readihg is for learnlng but not For enjoyment F{gﬂfu;”;?
5;11]%}:2. Money spent on books “is. well spent f<““*n}f.ﬁ}f: B ?
) ‘ .}3. ‘There 1s nothlng to ‘be gained From readingi : Y | ;
| | ... bogks. iluﬂ“ o Lt PR S
:f7 § : ' ":,;“lqgoks are 3 bore;rtilﬁdf'a;ﬁfiri;}e;,.;-f:rtjn;QZQE:'.' ( ‘ f{
; o S f:ﬁt;,ﬁeadlng is a good way to spend spare time.-';?:if,;?jzrdlni 3
:i?isharlng books 1n class is .a. waste oF tlme.f R }

'~:;Read1ng 1s only For gradeagrubbers.‘zgy;iﬁiSf;hg.%:

» . I

"Reading turns me on.

Cri '~ .{,'-,-

3Books aren t usually good enough to finlsh

'?Free reading doesn t teach anythlng 15' o

. f;Theré should be more t1me for Free reading
};during the school day.,_lngﬁ.' R

5?;Reading is rewardlng to me.-if : IR s i
Readlng becomes borlng after about an hour.«f;fﬁﬂ:fg””jﬁ'“ <i
(i'”’erost books are too long and dull.lg.iuh- e I i
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There are,many books whlch I hope

Books'shouldfnot~be read except for class
requirements

'A certaln amount of 5ummer vacation should

be set aside for reedlng
















