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SV U CHAPTER I

IN'TBopUCTio'N_ -

On August 18, 1979', the reporters and photographers

at the St. John' &Evenlng Telegram . ,]olned the newspaper' s

. composmg and. press room employees onthe plcket llnes and

fthus began the flrst f‘ull scale strlke in 1ts one hundred T

C ,years. P;Lcket 81gns denounced both the Evenlng ’Pelegram and

' the ‘I‘homson Organlsatlon, one o:t‘ the two 1argest newspaper

w’

) chalns in’ Canada, whlch had ?ought the Evemng Telegram in

.1970

: The' sumuier. vhad seeri ‘a number of ‘strikes in St. J.ohn's,.j :
'1nclud1ng a nurges' strlke _The’ hurses" -strike’ Was -ending .

’, -
. as 'I:he Evenlng Telegram str:Lke began, and as the fall sem-'

.-

) ester beg:_an. ‘Thus, I decided 1o d.o_a‘ter_m paper on\the
. strike -for a course in ""Fo'lklor.e ‘a.nd Culture}'" ' The 'object o
'of my study was to dlscover how the strlkers felt whlle on
. the streets, the klnds of storles 'l:hey told, and the ways in
:I.whlch they - 1nterpreted -what was happenlng to 'I:hem. My
i 1nterest already'-lay in occupatlonal folklore, hav1ng 'com—- .
; '.-pleted term papers on- cabdrlvers and carn1va1 Zvorkers, as

“well as surveys of occupatlonal studles. '

My 1n1t1al contact w1th the strlkers was wrl:h one -

uof i:he reporters who I knew had taken folklore courses and )

e . . AI-YV‘ °




olwho FIV hAvaed would: be re,-sponsive to the idea. T inter--

2

-

" wviewed him in my home during the strike. itself, in late -
. September.” The interview was very informative but I_,wasl

-aware that. other réporters would not be -so“ea'szi.l.y reached "

and’ that th:Ls reporter would unfortunately not be able to '

. help me w1th thls problem. '

After tWO weeks of procrastlnatlon, I de01ded to

contact another reporter who I felt -was not’ totally hostlle
" %o becomlng a subaect of il'Ql].{:‘l.OI'lSt‘lC__ study. I phoned- him,
) t‘oldihim that l’wah'ted to write a. paper,\ on-. the storie?'told
about ﬁﬁe‘rﬁ.ence&\. on the plcket llne, “and he’ sounded w1lling

to be. 1nterv1ewed. He suggested that I br;Lng my tape

recorder down to the Shlp Inn, the bar whlch the reporters
generally frequented and whlch became a semi- offlclal head-

quarters for them ‘during: thé .strike. Thls reporter told me.

’ «

that experiences - on -the plcket llne were the topic of much

leSCUSSlOl’l and a visit to the bar would tberefore afford an
excellent opportunlty in Wthh to capture this exchange I °

_agreed although w:.}(h' llttle, enthuSJ.asm as I felt my prese_nce

therge would hamper the exohange. I was ‘awaref‘as'well,~' from
brief meetings w1th reporters before the strlke. that folk-

lore and folklorlsts were: none too popular with thls crowd.

I dé ;xsded, however, that at least I would be able to meet .

them all, so I went down at the prearranged tlme the next

H

day.

I was 'eupposed to meet the reporter at 4:30 and'. ‘

arrived on time. He was not yet'thle‘re,' but I epo'tted a group

o T

fe




i e e s

R T

g

explalned that I dldn t cons:Lder the plcket llne, or

[P S S, Ve e g . o — o

of three reporters, inoluding rny first contact, and went fo .

~s:Lt w1th them. T chatted wlth the reporter I already knew,
'whlle the other two exchanged glances and one sald to the

; other ~"I;Iey --'TI, hear some folklorlst 1sﬁsupposed to show :

up today to collect our :E‘olklore " Great guffaws rose : :from:

the two and uncomfortable laughter trlokled from my f:Lrst

-contact. I mumbled that I was the folklorlst they were

{ ' .

-'ex;pecting. The reporter on mny left then turned to me and

said, "Every i‘uckln f%ﬁklomst I've ever met s been a

'-fuokin asshole," altho gh he added grac:Lously - "but I ve

never met you', { The. second, across the table, then looked

. at 'me and sald "Have’ you— come to. collect our. qua:mt llttle

’ storles about the plcket llne'?“ Then my'. :E‘:Lrst contact stood

up, sald, "You shouldn t have come down here" and left. . “I"

s

Newfoundland for that matter, qualnt in the least They' '

, asked wh3,r so many eutslders come- to Newfoundland to study '(,
_folklore and I replled that Memorial Umver51ty has the only 4&’
'folklore department in Engllsh Canada and that we were encour-' .

A ‘_aged to do our fleldwork 1n Newfoundland.

] ’ ’ 3
It was not the flrst tlme I d encogntered thls klnd .

-of hostlllty. In my flrst oourse in folklore I went out to

Try and cont@ct a potentlal m:f‘ormant amongst c1ty cabdrlvers'. o

>

'!, In the flrst cab stand I went in conversatlon was cut short

when the drlver asked me . where I was from When I told h1m
Ottawa. ‘he asked, “Do you have a federal grant’ to study us""

The stat,ement drove home 't:he p01nt to me that there are areas
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AN AT rn Canada whl h are peroelved as belng over-studled T A S

."jt Lo AR ,‘ Newfoundland is also expemenelng ‘2. new senSe o:t‘

gt 4.'1,'?"‘ confldence and natlonallsm, partlcularly under the :f‘lam- .

boyant leadershlp of Premler Brlan ‘Peckford and h:Ls v151on

of the "New Newfoundlande",?';

lAmongst those 1nvolved 1n the )

arts_,h_ and med:La, partlcularly :Ln St g J ohn s ‘1tself, thls

) x.v.'

has been expressed :Ln the :t‘orm of antagonlsm towards CFA' s, PR

-xr‘

""‘-‘:___:L..e'. "Con\e From Aways. A I felt I galned some ground w1th

1 ’ ' . the reporters when I. sald I wohld‘ L;1‘a\re chosen the same klnd 4
: of top:Lc no -matter what 01ty I was 1n. ’l‘he partlcular '
antagonlsm whloh rep‘@rteurs feel tOWards folklorlsts may in. | | :
N part be a result of the‘fact that the two)ﬁgnroups do s:LmJ.lar S
wor‘k. although to dli‘ferent degrees- of analysis. " - )
’ . After about flfteen mlnutes, the reporter I had o - T

phoned dld come :Ln and was qulte supportlve._: Shortly

.,.v

thereafter., a number o:E' people came m and Jo:me.d the table,'_'"~‘,'.',.-"‘,~ (iz ’

1nclud1ng the unlon SPOkeSman and the negotlator from the R

Internatlonal Unlon.; Glad that my knapsack and 1ts o 4

:, ' contents -—vmy tape recorder - wére well hldden unden the RS

.'.':9“. table \I‘ stayed :for awhr:Lle and 'then left-

‘D

AN lFor. a. d.etalled dlscu551on. ‘Seer Ne:Ll Rosenberg. AT
"'Regionallsm ‘and Folklore :in Atlantic: Ganada;™ in. Canadian: @ .. - BN
Folklore“PerSpectlves, ed: Kenneth- S Goldstem (St John s"- "" DRI

Folklore Department. MrU N.. l978) 3 19 T

LI .f" : s S IR o . S o
-

' 2F"br a dlscusslon of the rhetorlc used by Peckford, b
see Robert Paine- w1th Cynth:l.a Lamson. Ayatollahs and Turkey "

Trots.(St J'ohn St Breakwater Books, l981f R
IR
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f}?’ﬂ(".'f;";f“:/ f:“f Knowlng that I had to contlnue to try to flnlsh my +ﬁii:!14ifﬂ}

“fresearch..I agaln phoned my seoond contact and he qulte_.

ISR SO

"readlly agreed to an ihterview.' I 1nterv1ewed hlm 1n my

......

L taltgwif.f?fhhome in: early November.taust two wee s before the end of the Ly e

f;ﬂff¥3”strlke. Two days after the strlke ended on November 14 : ,f
‘.‘,— -1'. s . ) ...'.- .-, ‘\ . 2 . . .:‘: ~'_\ ...'
'Tgl;}5j51979, he 1nv1ted'me to an “end of the strlke party" and sald - G

-:'*“1t would be a good place to meet the othersx- I dld go and | }

;:found people who were qulte W1lllng to talk w1th me. and

e 'j.;one apologlsed for hls behaVlour 1n the bar._ Durlng the

B N P KR
- . .

'[next ten days. 1n early December. 1979. I 1nterv1ewed three "'fxlff

t}éﬁ“.‘ ﬁf'vff-“pmore reporters, 1ncludlng one of the hostlle two. It Wasn t %;f*ffﬁ'
i ¢ . Lo et LT S e et e e T e TR T

§ 'k‘~untll August. l980. that I 1nterv1ewed the second hostlle.

:K%ﬁ'lt;;sj9ﬁ i-fﬂreporter and not unt11 February, 1981, that I d1d my last ";l 5;'if?7.”

f1nterv1ew w1th a, flnal reporter._ Both of the latter felt

‘;the strlke had been a partlcularly emotlonal tlme and were “};1f15"::;g;§

'fﬂ”ﬂﬂﬁ;zj,fﬁ,;;vreluctant to talk to someone who had not'yet galned thelr F;h

JEJ: trust., I was hesltant about pushlng them to talk w1th me

..: ..; L ,:,.:1. o

f:ﬁﬂfand preferred to walt untll they wanted to. When they dld..;;

.:ias w1th the other reporters. 1t was out of a. de51re to f‘“ﬂ‘

L

-’;{ '“{jlb,Lw_‘;,leave some document of thelr experlences. Out of the same
e . . CLen - nd T B
{?'retlcenqg, I dld not 1nterv1ew the local reporter hlred ‘,3_j"j;f“4 s

b.durlng the strlke who Evenlng Telegram reporters classed .
I{l"the lowest form of scabhood‘“' Nor dld I contact publlsher fftﬁ»;';,?fl

,'“ngteve Herder untll a year and a half after the strlke ended.stt;ﬁ

tf;ﬁe had only glven one 1nterV1ew durlng the strlke and was

e .
v not generally felt to be acces51ble on the matter. When I

» l. . -, . v,

'}:gdld phﬁne hlm and explalned what.I was wrltlng about. he

O Qe . A ‘, -~ T
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‘ 'zﬁ‘ﬂig:ﬁ, Unlon wh;oh represents the unlonlzed Evenlnngelegram

‘ffhsﬁ 1nterv1ewed stlll work at the Evenlng Teleg I have not

?ffx feellngs. Apologles should be made as well to the crafts —-.hif?;:l;m°fgﬁl

T PN
PREPIN d

~

replledbll“of EEEEEE you should 1nterv1ew me,i and,told me'*”

to phone the next week to set up an app01ntment. AWhen I dld

~

he sald he had dec1ded he Was un1nterv1ewaple“‘on that

subaect.< And lany'l9811 I 1nterv1ewed chk Cﬁll;ns at hlS :f?ﬂffﬁ5?”

e

home.' He was the assoc1ate edltor flred dur1ng(the strlke 4

“'ﬁenafter eleven years'atnthe paper.a

: . ‘v.

B Because of the obv1ous retlcence of som ‘of the“”fﬁ'

R

used thelr names 1n the text of thls the81s. There were atff_ffu;;ff

three other reporters and two photographers who I dld not "«;;G;iiﬁf*

.1 ’ . e

7‘"1nterv1ew and thls the51s does not presume to present thelr

the comp051ng and press room employees —— who were also on

strlke and whose v1ews are not presented here.l As will\belh_f

~

detalled later 1n thls the51s, there are two bargalnlng

unlts w1th1n'Local 441 of the St John s Allled Prlnters

. : employees, each w1th separate contracts.: In thls way.'therefal;f”f 1 -
% were essentlally two strlkes at the same tlme.- Because thlsdg;fir | i
—the31s relles heav1ly on the reporters attltudes towards ;ff'. v
: management, :o study the crafts'.attltudes would have 1nvolved i\ o

tw1ce the amount of fleldwork. whlch tlme and course work dld : "( frf
not allow. Thls thesls, then, 1s but half the'ftory of the :;?;(};;'v :
1979 Strlke at the Evenlng Telegram, although it is-a: RSN B

complete story in 1tself."

L ).f,'

:"';:Q‘
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@ﬂflﬁt"fn:iif:home.. Most 1nterv1ews lasted three hours. the flrst of :'5'@;5ﬁ53f;

zfywhlch was spent answerlng questlone I had prepared, although

"f?]~fi':5f?lt was never admlnlstered as a questlonnalre and I. had

' 1ntended the questlons to stlmulate conversatlon rather than zi}

!produce dlrect an‘Wers- the second hour was spent more on

o

e \
"t;lmpre331ons and to me was often\the real orux of the lnter

’fvley and the thlrd wnl usually the reporters taklng advan—ﬁT"“7

Ttage of belng on thelanterv1ewee 31de of an 1nterv1ew, and

tirambllng.; Transcrlpts of interv1eWs have been dep051ted 1n‘h

T e T

.“». ., R a-'

7the Memorlal Unlver51ty of Newfoundland Felklore and

.:Language Arch1Ve under acce331on number 81 611

One of the most perva51ve 1mpre351ons I recelved O P
Bl ey

L fwas of the amount of energy whlch went 1nto the strlke ;filnagj:ffi'lfi
éﬂ .&' '-1tse1f. When I asked one reporter how much_tlme he spent e ;\i'l ) ne
‘?: f: _ 'lfthlnklng of the strlke whlle 1t was g01ng on. he replled.:}:;x‘f?ia _}:.;
%;h:ffveif;¥¥§? 5fﬂfff A lot. All the tlme.‘ Twenty-four hours j%‘ﬁ'ﬁﬂrze';gf-u:;n3; “f.f
TS e T ] e day © " You dream about it, . It's the only BPTEREER .f‘Vg.ftf“ﬂ;‘

thlng. There is- nothlng else,  There is au‘.:f~f;;_ T
no- -~ anything, happenlng anywhere.:ﬁI ~'ﬁ%'}- R
lost touch with-a:lot.of events that- were

appenlng arouhd; because ‘of “that. - The R

\\\total waklng energy went 1nto that strlke.._i_:-”:

-

o And another answered

e ,‘~ e - P Jwt

O L el

-f??iqrilcj”¥=.The flrst thrng\you thlnftabout when you .
R ,?Uﬁuqﬁf“v wake:up .in-the. morning is'.some aspect of
St el s he strike ‘<= you Just feel llke. =
ZJ*W‘iLf}SIf{f:ﬂﬁiﬁ Well, 'T'vet got. to’ head~down o the plcket
R wline or” I'vesgot to:do somethlng ‘for. ;[}:+ el T e
--The. Signal 'andy. ‘unless ‘you're .inthe’ T R T
mlddle -of -2 karate work-glit or somethlng --,f'" e
e you're ‘going 10’ be . thlnklng aboEt 1t N
*z-”-pretty well all day, every day.‘ Lo




. o ‘ ) ) . \ N g’ i ’ . .
v ) - . N N . ;“:"8‘ ; “
To questlons about the effect of the strlke on them person-~:-f7?,ﬂ;".ftﬁﬁ,
T f ally. other reporters answered T't e PRI FEI
o We lived, that striké’ twenty four hours ﬁ -
Xy day...» “1t- was ‘one, of ‘the ‘mgst-~ o B

xemotlonal experlences I ve ever been

asgﬁg e
ilntense %o’ contlnue to ‘eXxpose’ yourself e
0, ~--1 must say, it was the most - '
;pa351onate thlng ever, -= 1t ‘was” secpnd
-wonly .to puberty,_for me.- It was. that'’
.severe, It was a "We against them" <
a131tuatlon and I’ had never been-in that
- kind. of thlng ‘before == not to.that- SRR RER
.wy;,;uig_;m lﬁa;same degree ~of! 1nten51ty. It really,,~53g_‘}kff
BRI really deeply affected me.ﬁﬁ“_ uf ‘

.., ,‘ .,' '.y....'

'a<ﬂ.Comments llke these naturally 1mpressed upon ne the'lmpact

:lfiflgof the strlke on the strlkers. Inltlally my 1dea had been

‘;to undertake aistudy of the reporters as an essay 1n ff*‘"'

'tloccupatlonal folklore 51m11ar to those I had alreigy done.

"

S

L

&‘*fkﬁf;illg.,:; : I was stlll faced, however, w1th the dllemma of?.ow ,a“

to wrlte one plece of work Wthh wdﬂ&d satlsfy two audlences, {h;{ﬁf

towards}folklorlsts,

s

‘.

5Interv1ew,

6




- L : . ‘ ‘ LA OIS s
| } 'f‘i:lal . - f: ¢'<1* :érf A
B R SRR GO ’
jﬁ S the two years many became my frlendsl I fel% the the51s
E : _ should do the reporters' experlences justloe. Whlle I was
'{ 3}ﬁs;' certalnly not 801101te& by them to wrlte the hlstory, I dld
:,t ." . .' . ) N .
5 LT feel a strong moral obllgatlon towards them,Awhlch resulted
£ N

*Q}f{f} approaches taken by folklorlsﬁg thelr comments on the

1n_an 1n1t1al blas'ln thelr favour. I was dlssuaded from

two demands resulted 1n a more honest and stralghtforward

document Although the reporters werevnot aCCustomed to

i rough draft 1ndlcated that they found the hpproach 1nter-

‘ estlng and that 1t mede ajfew p01nts whlch they'had not ;fv:
";;ﬂxijcons1dered . I doubt strongly that the reporters would have
co H. . . BN

Lynwood Montell., hose book, The Saga of Coe Rldgf} A Study

-':iln Oral Hlstory.Aattempted npt to test the accuracy of locaI

hlstorlcal legends but. among other thlngs. toldlscover the,; wf{7“

attltudes that were art1;“

legends. He wrote'~’f?”f_ﬁf;4;?ﬁ‘*“

j.ajfﬁ-Folk hlstory, as applled in thls bookuf
.. - .can Dbe deflned as a body .of oral . . ...t
S tradltlonal narratlves that are:- told»‘;.“
YL by al people about themselves.,and. '
Jtherefore, the narratlves artlculate




.
i [ |lo ¥
. - i . . -‘&m‘~ ‘ - 1 .1‘ -
e e L the feellngs of a group*t6wards the
T ;'..‘Lf : events and personl descrlbed 7 .

g In ‘a 51mllar way, the study of the narratlves about therﬁeri; )
; '"f;_Tfitlstrlke at the Evenlng Telegram' revealed reporters attltudes & .
f . S towards owners, as well as bellefs about thelr own Jobs,'and

;{C]KT:V‘”E" the strlke 1tself.

SR ‘\t:§f'¢'fs*i'f} Another successful appllcatlon of the approaoh was 15'A
o taken by George EMart Evans An Where Beards Wag I '
= Be31des "glVlng flesh to th%‘materlals“ gathered from other

sources, Evans also stresses that one of the p051t1ve

r}*,‘oi:fgu7fu;g aspebts of eral testlmony lles 1n the dlscovery of attltudes.; "
L He wrote S ’:7';N;A ..:'- f
E- ;” aﬂfﬁﬁs..._for 1t is’ vltal to the hlstorlan to o ;Tbi‘“ﬁfﬁi;ifffff

4oL 7 nn Y know,. as far ‘as he can, not only. what L el

e T S - the.people he's wrltlng about actually L L
""did but what. they thought about what L
.. they were d01ng.... What one thinks. " -~ . - .o
. and makes of ‘the facts is at least as - : " ot

o LT ﬂvmtal as the facts themselves,‘and this Lo

i v .. wr 0% is as true for: the man who is’ wrltlng e I R
‘ o s ,_Vhlstory as‘it was for ‘the- people. who }.w;f"gjm_:ﬂfj L f}"yqt('

qswere l1v1ng 1t o R . :f'r‘ T Lo

”§ Henry Glass1e and.Wllllam Ivey both spoke about the dlS— f%ﬁﬁﬂfivaﬁi;!

covery of attltudes rather than “truth"ithrough oral hlstory
At the Slxth Natlonal Colloqula on Oral Hlstory ln 1971. e ;‘?ffiffjf i?f?

<

Gla551e stated: .“On 1ts surface the tradltlon may be:f

'.; false or trUe; 1t 1s always an authentlc expres91on of the T

,".: lU'

g IR

. 7w1lllam Lynwood Montell The Saga of Coé_ Rldggr Kﬁ%}fnl  - -
oo .',fg- Study in Oral’ Hlstory (Knoxv1lle.‘ Univ, of Tennessee. Pressts;f‘ o '
e 197_7, p. CXXLas SO ‘?.‘ 3 u,; o : i

i “J. 8George Ewart Evans, Where Beards Wag All 2nd ed.‘f~;ﬂ,»-w;f
(London-‘ Faber and Faber Ltd.,‘l970) P 23 T PR VI
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. @ﬁf":author 8- personallty and culturef5? Wllllam Ivey suggested R g
- 'Tfﬁ“:that “Whlle the folklorlst admlts that oral tradltlon may atf‘ﬁ
; A a

;} tlmes dlstort factual detall. he sees 1n oral ev1dence a

A T . 2l "]_()

,‘-:4§ .L;}: }jfcultural. soclal, or psychologlcal truth It 1s the

'13if,'f§?::1pequllar tralnlng of the folklorlst to be able to plck out :f*

4 T et .
a _ ~Q:these many truths.j“>“

In The Volce of the Past Oral Hlstory. Paui'”" ‘ ‘

':ﬂf{Thompson notes that oral hlstory was’ ln fact “the flr3t

“1n recent years that hlstorlans have attempted to dlscredlt.,”

A .

:E{_ﬁyﬂuli,‘f_f;fapproach to the study of hlstory and that 1t has only been
; ;the value of” oral ev1dence.;; Thompson p01nts out that some,“
H

{ﬂ“xiﬁ}”'vff,siffof the hlstorlan s ba81c references, such as soc1a1 statlstlcs,
?uéj?j'-;;k{;;ﬁr'newspaper reports. prlvate letters and publlshed blographles

.ﬁ:among them, are gust as much representatlve of the “5001al

.ﬁ:perceptlon of facts" as the recorded 1nterv1ew. and that all _hlf':
@”/these forms of ev1dence must be evaluated for thelr SOClal '

T meanlng rather than as bearlng any 1nherent absolute truth.A:7{:~j3_ésQT X

- ";njHe cltes a case 1n whlch oral hlstorlans studled a strlke

"‘fAEZJWhlch had taken place oven flfty years before at a Slnger ﬁ“x;fjﬂf"ilﬁ

REd

i . ~f\7A T 9Henry Glassxe. "A FOlklorlSth Thought ‘on’ the-ﬁ”v

i.“ ST ;Promlse .of Oral History," in Selections from- the 5th- and 6th PR
L s T o Natdonalh Colloguia. on Oral: Hlstory, ed. Peter Olch and: e e
Lo nwt Lo ot Forrest” Pogue - (New York.i Oral Hlstory As5001at10n, lnci, Do TR R
19?2), pp “55-56. T A D RN B8

‘i;“ : Wllllam Ivey.‘“The Folklorlst Vs, the Oral Hlstorlan.ﬂ
b in Selectlons from the.5th and 6th’ Natlonal Colloquia on Oral
.+ . HisTory, ed. Peter Olch and Forrest Pogue (New York Oral
'engstory Association Inc.; 1972), D 62, . g;~, . :a,;j}-“ﬁ

TR llPaul Thompson,‘The Voice of the Past:- Oral"
‘ '?«lestorx (Oxford: Oxford Unlver51ty Press, 19785} p. 19
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' factory 1n Glasgow. One partlcular 1nc1dent told by an
f#;_**:"kﬂflﬁ; 1nformant dlffered from the acgount establlshed through the-
Lol f,;__ checklng of a- number of other sources. The researchers:~ A
R *41;1 e e L e e TS
&y e .-.,"..rNevertheless. and this is< the p01nt I S
. ‘want- to stress, , subsequent labour - T
N .'relatlons in Singers seem, :to. have been - .7

7+ conditioned more by théfirst version,. . o

i which seems to- have circulateéd. w1dely and’ e
" been believed, "than by the second. : For PR
'?ufsome purposes,. the. fiction~ captured 1n
*° . oral.evidence " may be more 1mportant .

"L than "the truth..l N B

:h;In deallng w1th the work prdbess, Thompson found.v

the oral hlstory approach to be partlcularly rewardlng for $_.:ffJ

hf?;“‘f‘?:i‘lts Se“51thlty not. °n1y to technology. out o, the actualf- Qi,tlf”3“

%

a“?_ﬁexperlence of work and the spc{al relatlonshlps whlch

I
A
)
M
i
-t
!

develop w1th1n 1t. 3 HlS p01nt 1s lllustrated 1n the work

;ﬂfff!~' of folklorlsts such as Robert S McCarl. whose work has
e RS . R
attempted to relate the actual work processes w1th patterns'

AR

! 'i” of communlcatlons and soclal relatlonshlps w1th1n them.“ Lok
Aﬂ_;,‘g}:cug-~ ‘ Lo
N AT PR McCarl s dlssertatlon on occupatlonal folkllfe cohtalns an

“} - A IR AR K

. . 8

’l ‘,5w” appendlx "Approaches to WOrk and Occupatlons Wthh 1s an

h”ffmiglffsf' excellent rev1ew of the varlous approaches taken to thls

~J

klnd of study. and the reader is, dlrectéd to that WOrk for W;iiﬁj,?i::

3 ‘&.

further dlscu381on.3 Slmllarly. DaV1d Macdonald s thesls,

[

'itr=¢z 5};f¥:f_,9ﬁ7‘; 12The work of Llndsay Mdrrlson and Roy Hay quoted
L et s rin Thompson, P"107'2hjp-“q“' Py LT

}'lehompson. p 73 3 )

PRI 14Robert S McCarl.h“Occupatlonal Folkllfe- Aﬁ

‘ Examlnatlon of". the: EXpre551ve Aspects 6f Work:. Cultuke. w1th

‘~_s Particular’ Reference to Fire: Flghte{ﬁ-“‘Dlss.EMemorlal
Unlversity 1980 j‘u:',ﬂx.,, S L e T

e e,
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. e “he’ format ‘o1 ‘thlS “Shiesis, o110y the 1ead of the 5

" w'??lnformants themselves.~ The q estlonsnI.‘ﬁi:f:i” : ‘? il L
S beglnnlng of the 1nterv1ews ere de31gned prlmarlly to start%u
hi.conversatlon and to dlscover those 1ssues'wh1ch they:felt toi;f'?‘szﬁf
 ?£be the most 1mporta£¢, and then to have them elaborate on S
Tffthose. In thls.-my approach Wfs hlghly 1nfluenced by\guldeefz-égaff'k

'::nj:llnes set out by James Spradley and Dav1d McGurdy in %helr ﬁibu 2

‘ilibookq‘The Cultural Exggrlence Ethnographv 1n Complek < }

- fSocletx; 1n thgt I attempted tL dlscover "the 1n51der 8* .;f[Jlr

- i;ﬂ p01nt of v1ew.‘}? Or, as the oral hlstorlans mlght have 1t.H

o “Yhe f%w of the truth The Approach of Spradley/McCurdy

‘%'ffffl,fSemantlc Query." Western Folklore, 37 (l978), 213-24

%2 ¢ Yo, . . ) | !
T e e ) :
. B N ' -
. ";. " ‘.13 ".'. . s

:fffProcess and Change 1n the\ ewfoundland Flshery..
1975, PEPRRERRERCIPY E e
15 7 g

presents a more than 5
viiaded!hte hlstory of unlons aLd unlonlsatlon 1n Newfoundland.n;,WJ.*i“

JiOthe relevant surveys 1ncluge Robert Turner s blbllographlc ‘IJL_#;‘Ih y

.16 .\ ° R O

“”5yand the compllatlons of folklorlst Arohle Green.
v . 2o } l i

"f\I,ihas also been recommended by Robert Bylngton, Who wrote- L

: f?First, work 1s an- esoéerlc arid: hlghly

R spe01allsed area [of"one| "8 life Wthh 1s Cu‘g“;ff‘“f;‘};'f}fi

i ' ":15Dav1d A Macdonald, "Process and ChangeJln the BT
;. .;gﬁ,,Newfoundland Flshery. The" Trawlermen s Strlke.of 1974—-, '
""Lfiﬁfl975'" M. A.,Thesls, Memor1al Un}ver51ty 1980 As_,. '

éRobert Turner,

“The Contrlbutlon of Oral Ev1dence

"‘ﬂ:ff! fTo Labour Hlstory,?'Oral History, u.nNo, 1:.(1976),. -23-40. ,-ﬁff"3

. 'and -sgée Arohie: ‘Greeny "Industrlal Lore:-" A Blbllograﬁhlc— -

R 17James Spradley and Dav1d McCurdyF The Cultural
’";ryEerrlenc : ' Ethnography: in Complex Society' (Chlcago .
:501ence Research Assoc1ates Inc.. 1972), p._QdE;ﬁ A
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Mfopportunlty to percelve reporters work as they themsel“

*whlch take place out31de; the oocupatlon although stlll

S rarelyshared:w1th anyone but anothér Lo
. ."member -of the saime. oecupatlonal group...tq R
"." "However familiar the persons of.the - "+ :".::
w"butcher, the.. ‘baker and the candlestick

. maker .may.be.to us in dally ‘interaction, .
“when we" approach them-ag’ workers,,we must
approach them-as members of foreign . «534
. rcommunities (whlch‘they bas1cally are).i~,.‘q
- and-attempt- to view ‘their unique rhythms,‘.”

. ", techniques, and stylized. forms of i " -
"gcm?‘communlcatlon as ‘Wworkers.with a sen81t1v1ty-gf7’
';;ffand openness: that will alldw us to, percglve'ﬁl

‘ ”these phenomena as- they themselves do. L

0\

’ “ﬁiThe strlke at the Evenlng Telegram afforded an f:_

although 1t dld not allow an opportunlty to V1ew the N

;'r.ﬁ'at thelr JObS. Thls the31s 1s concerned w1th those eVen;i‘f{“&'."'

: ;‘ﬁ};common to the members of the occupatlon. Reference to works

i

'ifg;; ndustrx. and Mody Boatrlght, Mlnstrels of the 011 Flelds..1

partlcularly frulthl 1n dlscernlng\not so much the obaec-ﬁw

‘;Qby folklorlsts whlch dea&bw1th act1v1t1es away from the work—r;*l‘orwfu
T~.iplace 1s made 1n Ph111p Nusbaum g artlcle 1n the spe01alrzh'*fﬂ
R} 1ssue of Folklore Forum and 1nc1ude George Korson s, Coa17f"”7'qlfﬂ"“ﬁ'~

! o '\.. .‘“:~. .
EQTDust on the Flddle Songs.and Storles of the Bltumlnous,&},r-a;:;j“

‘19

hlh As we have seen, the oral hlstory apprpach 1s

tlve detalls of as the attltudes taken toward those eventsﬁ:
and 1ssues by those 1nvolved. Chapter two of thls the91s

deals prlmarllyfw1th reporters _attltudes tOWards the

,“.‘,“ ! Lo ST

- l8Robert Bylngton, "Strategles for Collectlng
Occupat10na1 Folkllfe Ain Contemporary Urban/Industrlal’
Contexts," Western Folklore, ‘37 (1978). 189 D

sl 19Phlllp Nusbaum.:"A Conversatlonal Appr ach to
Occupatlonal Folklore: " Conversation, Work, Play and the i
Workplace," Folklore Forum. ll (l9?8); 2?. n. 5 SRR xﬁ??ﬁ




e

’ 1llustrates thelr attatude.‘ The folklorlst 1s partlcularly

';~ of’anecdotes and both these 1ssues w1ll be dlscussedr as well 'g¢’<" i

1n whlch the s1gn1f;cance of the anecdotes can be understood.‘,J

i 1n the newsroom and the beglnnlngs of the strlke, as reporters

. Factor in Folklore," in The- Study of Folklore, ed.Alan T T
' Tﬁ Dundes (New Jersey Prentlce Hall -1965), . pp>. 44 51 ~~ulﬁ4;j::-¢;-< '

. I o - +
- . . o« o0
e e, . . . .
w15
“ L e s Tl s
. Lt T

.......

Thomson,Organlsatlon and to management in general..,Alit

d1scu351on of anecdotes told by the press about Roy Thomson :i:-;~

Skllled 1n studylng not only the use of but also the content

as thelr approprlateness as ev1dence of rhetorlcal sklll on

s

éportersﬂ.51de., This stereotyplng 1s the ba51s for

u ’

much fdlkloﬁ%“'ommunlcatlon and 1s the subJect of Wllllam."fﬁ?f'

Hugh Jansen s artlcle,‘“The Esoterlc Exoterlc Factor 1n

Folklore, 2?1 Brlef hlstorles of the Thomson Organlsatlon 3 S

<

and the Evenlng Telegram provlde ‘a framework for the reader

N

-------

4

felt the one was respon51ble for the other. They felt the‘“'ﬁﬁﬁf

,

strlke had been forced upon them 1n a dellberate attempt to

break the newly formed unlon The chapter makes a’ further

analy51s of the rhetorlc reporters employed to Justlfy thelr wfy:;ff'fé

p051t10n “on the streets; SRR
‘ Chapter four deals w1th the actual experlence of

belng on strlke and on the plcket llne. It deals W1th the

gt

experlences strlkers/ﬁad 1n trylng to@stop the general 'fff;ff
h’ .~" h

publlc from cross1ng thelr 11nes. of selllng the strlke‘:?“

paper. The Slgnal..of harangulng scabs and confrontlng

RS

L

W1111am Hugh Jansen.A"The Esoterlc Exoterlc {fnﬁﬂ

e \ /4____. R v e __..._,ﬁ_, b
S i St . . 7 M
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Jf,the hlstorlcal events w1ﬁh whlch wrltten hlstory deals‘”21ﬁ

Thus, as the hlstory booke document the sale of prlvately

owned newspapers to larger chalns.,the rlse of the one & f:;-i“‘

v
)'-

f:7l_¢newspaperrelty and thp grow1ng power of the newspaper cHalns;,

-
*

-

folklorlsts can document these changes as they are experlenced

TR
‘1{\.1

4

O 21Barbara Allen;i"The Personal P01nt-of V1ew 1n'ﬂj.w
i'Orakly Communicated Hlstory," Western Folklore, 38 [1979),
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. CHAPTER TWO

,')QelﬁsE!THoMst‘QRGAN;sArlomyhmﬁ.TsEQEvENINe'TELEGRAM,.;p"'
o Newspapers in Canada have been characterlzed by

‘famlly ownershlp.; Generatndns’of owner/publlshers

fpublashers who have t0p p031t10n through 1nher1tance rather

”5than career — have passed on to thelr sons and other famlly

-

members the operatlons of the newspaper.l As newspaper

wL

productlon has became more costly due, among other factors.~

to a rellance .on the advances of ag expens1ve technology,

- n L

: famllles have needed te have a great deal more wealth behlnd

- them 1n order to contlnue operatlons.. Thus, w1th the sale 1n

owners of the Evenlng Telegram by the Thomsons. John Porter

noted thls trend 1n 1965 when he wrote ln hlS book, The

i . , ’ . . RN & - . .
- . . T

LY

\Vertlcal Mosalc-.'l_.«~¢‘;,pjf'u,~ “.',,_~“ R ,;';.:'"ﬁt

L e only the very wealthy. or those
- suceessful in’ the- oorporate world. can .

** buy.and sell large. ddily.-newspapers. ' -
. ‘{;t.l whlch hecome,.ln effect. -the’ 1nstruments . o
. f of an establlshed upper ClaSS.<>_w.' STy

: .. lJohn Porter dlstlngulshes between publlshers who
are. owners and’ those .publishers: who have- arrived at.that -

pos1t10n through ‘Journalistic careers.” “Those ‘in the flrst .

group ‘hHave =& secaal background similar’ to that of. many

bu31ness leaders.. See- John Porter. The: Vertical . Mosalc,zi',

(Toronto-‘ Unlverslty of Toronto Press, lg65), P h83

‘.«. R

-
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"'j,."-}out by Portem WO noted that "There seems to be a. contradlctlon L

w_el‘l Canada s two ma,]or newspaper chairis, Southam Inc. : R
. . . ,&..-__, X :
: Porter, p. 463 } ,”-’ -
3Porter. p. ‘462. '.; ‘ . . , _
N W ]-[ Kesterton, A Hlstory of Journallsm'ln : L :

'.\.,

"-":have 31nce been expanded 1nto sudh varled areas as the ell
. __jlndustry. ‘bourlsm trade and departmeht stores._ A grow:n.ng« -
‘-trend. antlclpated 1n the 1960'8. has been the emergence e

';.,of the one newspaper 8:1ty Thls centrallzatlon Was po:mted

wa.n the process by thh as cltles :anrease 1n populatlon, the
'.,“number of newspapers Whlch they support decreases '3' The
chst of newspaper productlon ig’ held largely respons:.ble '_f‘or

;th:l.s trend. and so: .. . " NN "'-'f_;;-‘ "".'.':..3, T I R !

. T , i P f‘.“l‘**:'—;'-f— | },, x
(RIS O REGH < 222 : il o R
. S - Z ; =
> . 19

The controlllng 1nterest in ‘the. . RN IR
i ma:jor newspaper- oomplexes, ‘in all of T R RO
- which the stock ifs closely held, is’'in’ . e i
, the hands of families or individuals w1th - R

. two. or three. generatlons of wealth beh1nd S i

4 ~ _ them.2 . . : . !

T The Thomson i’amlly ] lnterests, which began 1n newspapers, -

Vo

......

N\

@ .

The zoth century newspaper is thus -

story of-consolidatiofn and: centrallzatlon. e P

~Its'inevitable result is the replacement .- - ., =~ "*. .00
o of the mult:L neﬁspaper 01ty by the slngle-~ R ].’5 .
unewspaper olty. - » _ : oo e e

fAlthough st:l.ll owned by fam:.lles, there 1s currently a - j“ S

- .

‘ ma;;or change occurrlng 1n the nature of newspaper ownersh:.p

"and the react:.on to th:.s change belng expressed 1n the press

S s 1argely that of resentment towards these two owners. As L

Canada (Toron'bo- Macmlllan of Canada Ltd. - 1967). P 73
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-treatment of the Southam chaln.f Although Southam also owns\:ﬂe .;'ffi,3*

ylnterests outs1de the newspaper trade.,lts outs1de 1nterests

'and Thomson Newspapers Ltd.. have reoently come under study

by a Royal C 1ssion. The éommlss1on s report seVerely :ia Ui'7§“ff

crlt101zed the Thomson Organlsatlon but was less harsh 1n 1ts

-k:have 1ncluded suoh related enterprlses as book publlshlng,,,f,ﬁ-HJ"JJ

b’fﬁeﬁtd. ln August 19?0. ThlS acﬂ'marked the end of,a;locally

""'some former employees as hlghly 51gnlfloant. For them, the
“:Evenlng Telegram had lost 1ts local base and become a member
“-of an organlsatlon whose motlve was felt to be proflt at the-

-expense of quallty.- In order to fully understand the role of

’3more, the character of Roy Thomsonh as 1t has been presented
ﬁfgln the press, and the reporters draw1ng of parallels between .

ﬂThomson and Herder,_w1ll be dlscussed.

e

;munllke the vastfcorporate 1nterests of the Thomson'ohaln‘

:Towned and operated bus;ness and the Evenlng Telegram Joined
”;fthe collectlon of newspapers owned by one of Canadars largest

~.newspaper owners. The change was v1ewed by the reportere and

ﬁthe Thomson Organlsatlon in the reporters“

\fifthe strlke. a’ brlef hlstory of the Evenrng Telegram as 1t was

*enof two ma;or 01ty newspapers 1n August. 1980 pre01p1tated a f”

./‘

v
DY

.'ﬁThe Evenlng Telegram ‘was sold to ThomsonnNewspapers

“:

Justlflcatlon of

\

' fbefore the sale in, 1970 and the changes whloh were seen to;"iﬁ.ﬁh'fyzg“”

,g_ﬂtake place after August,\l9?0 w1ll be presented here.: Further-»f?_ﬁ*“

,,_-, ,-

There is a generaL antagonlsm amongst Canadlan S

Journallsts towards the Thomson Organlsatlon and the 01051ng

..\-

great deal of comment 1n newspapers and magazlnesa As noted
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gl%‘ove. the Kent Comm1ss1on whlch was sét”up to look 1nto
'}-Qarthe operatlons of both the Thomsonfand Southam chalns was
. o ,hlghly crltical of the Thomson chaln._ On AugUSt 27, 1980, S
f '} :! homson ceased operatlons of the Ottawa Journal which left
{;3\~ifthe Southam—owned Ottawa Cltdzen free of competltlon.-ﬁlnﬂrirjin
NP AR s

:i?W1nn1peg, Southam closed down the W1nn1peg Trlbune. glVlng

“By these actlons. they‘;::d 'ed each other w1th monopolles f'

and severely reduce'_the number of two newspaper c1t1es 1n

Canada, a trend Jscussed at the beglnnlng of thls”chapter'7

;and a trend wh1c had been warned agalnst by the 1ll heeded
Davey Report on the mass madla 1n l969 5 As a dlrect result

of these closures and perhaps due to the federal government S'?f3.

R embarrassment at 1ts own lack of actlon on the recommendatlons{ﬁ*"

of the Davey Report, the two chalns were charged under the

Antl Comblnes Act, and a Royal Commlss1on was appolnted to

»

look 1nto newsPaper ownershlp, under the chalrmanshlp of

:?.ff';'f}; Tom Kent.

Reactlons 1n aournallstlc 01rcles to the sale of the‘@sz

-

-

Evenlng Telegram. the 01051ng of tme Ottawa Journal and the

Wlnnlpeg Free Press. and the 1979 strlke, reveal a samllar

rellance on the use of anecdote to present an unflattering m
"'f:'~character1zatlon:of Roy Thomson 1n the press and a. tendency

to connect the character of the Herder famlly w1th that of T

the ThomSOn famlly.: There 1s a pecullar problem 1n readlng

L H SSt John s, w1th the privately owned Dallx New 1s, n .
: : one of the few citles left 1n Canada w1th tWO competlng local :,i."
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The pecullar dllemma of the Journallst was pointed out byyf,;Vrf

Ben Bagdlklan 1n hlS book. The Informatlon Machlne..;Q';f

"‘;T;y',ﬂfw.ﬂ News 18 an. 1ntellectual artlfact fashloned
St '&~ﬁ.x under a- ¢code of" profess1onal ‘ethics: and
- A e T nE ﬁ,recelved das-a, cultural expéerience. . 5.,.~”
s e T e Bt At ds ‘also the’ product of a i = i
LTI q,gu;ﬁjjibureauCracy ‘with employees, “unions . and:-
e B0 he s Y e s v stockholders, processed in’a manu- :,
‘facturlng plant that.'has some of the..
:; same characteristics’ of "its ‘@igter
- 'fdctories that produce hubcaps and
monkey wrenches.19 Ll T

S In any fleld of endeavor there are;?%
'j;;:lnev1table tens1ons,_not necessarlly
-~ unhealthy, ;between an employer and oo 7

‘;those employedwf They see.the role of .~
‘the -entéerprise from quite dlfferent vk
e ST T perspectlves. “The ten51ons exist. in ;TI.””
el Lo _;33;:j;p - the newspaper industry in a:. spe01al
w}ﬁ”;-_i:fﬂ'-'.Aﬁtaﬁ"way bécause, as .we: believe:has béen'
Cor e e T Imade sufficiently evident,. the.newss . "
Lot Lo '(paper ig a businésg unlike: others.,.. .

e R vﬁIts ‘two [central purposes; toearn a, .7
AT AL proflt and “to_perform a publlc serv1ce, S
B tug it in oppos1te dlrectlons 11l-. wﬁf_{ﬁio

‘ -"':"“.
At the Evenlng Telegram, the perceptlon of these .

' confllctlng purposes -f.earnlng a proflt on the part of

‘f“lowners and performlng a publlc serv;ce on the part of

i 00 j;]‘reporters -= 1nd1cates an lmportant area of stress 1n

vl.

B

'.,ﬁ_~;j ‘ ':i: 1 Ben Bagdlklan, The Informatlon Machlne (New
el Yorkl Holt.JRlnehart and Wlnston, 1971), p. 115-’
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P Wllllam Hugh Jansen, when he wrote':f'._" o ;;: S '

,'The esoterlc applles to: what one: group ) o

Tl

understand:l.ng the use of an abundahce of anecdotes about Roy JEAE
Thomson and of owner/publlshers who o‘tcupy 51m11ar » -

P

posltlons :.n the press scheme o:’c‘ opponent :t‘:.gures.;-- The S

v

prbcess behlnd these bellefs has been ela\orated on by

v

’.thlnks of 1tself .and what it supposeE
thers thlnk of it . The exoterlc is®
~what one group’ thinks of another and: what

T .l,j:g-;lt ‘thinks that- other group thlnks g ‘7E*${jgj,ﬂ?5

.fthinks.lz L

not only :m what reporters thlnk of publlshers but how they

V1ew the 1deal o:f' the:Lr own Job.. .Wthh w1ll be dlscussed 1n

chapter :E‘J.ve., o

SR In her the31s on counter protest 1n Newfoundland to T
ol Lo "-. ‘ .' . ‘5 Tt } r'(a-..: "
'gr_‘-the_ .'.‘s:e"a‘.;]_. huntlng controversy, Cynthla Lams,on noted that '.‘Z\' _ _"_ -

C _.. . the expressa.ve forms of protest prov:.de :

- - 'an;/index. to ‘the- ‘beliefs’ and - values held’ by a

R :f;“;"._part:l.cular group.: ;v Whilé groups have: ‘
4w ot certain ideas; about their- own 1dent1ty as

Tt T contrasted with -other groups. hey dre: not

UL e -._{."-.always Verballzed.»- In- protest s:LtuatJ.ons,,;,

U0 esoterie; and. gxoteric attitudes: come. to thel . v

“+. surface.ah often .are: the core of expressave‘-::— o

"behav:Lour. R . o1

. -\'-'

. '}T:J_anecdotes whlch the press 1n general told about Roy Thomson '5.:.'

after the sale :Ln 1970 o:f.‘ the Evenlng Telegram to the

: W:Llllam Hugh Jansen, "The Esoterlc-Exoterlc Factor
1n Folklore." #n‘The. Study. of Folklore, . ed Alan Dundes ’ :
(New Jersey Prentlce Hall. 1968). p‘.» 46 PR

S lBCynthla Lamson ","'Bloody Decks and . Bumper Cr0p |
The Rhetorlc o:f Counter Protest." Unpub M A_ Thes:l.s R
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‘ﬁgof the Free Press dhaln-

"J-Canada s neWSpapers,

A jg;wfl_fj‘companles reported ownlng.

"‘fiixf“iand York holdlngs.14

'”‘01ty neWSpapers.'lncludlng the most prestlglous of Engllsh ~¥;i

The Globe and Mall.L Today the Thomson

p xgroup‘s holdlngs are varled and exten31ve.,as the follow1ng

Ly

n?ﬁexcerpt from the Kent Comm1391on s report 1ndlcateS°'i,;;m;'“

~';Thomson Newspapers Ltd. and 1ts subs1d1ary T
at December 31. Lﬁf“
. j31980. 128 newspapers- .52 in Canada, 40 "'~
“17 dailies and 12 weekllese 76.in the United:
vjrgStates, 71 dallles and .5 weeklles...f,~~
‘.. The company is .part of a much- -larger. group
i of oorporatlons, controlled By -the’ Thomson
... family, . that forms a’ multl—natlonal mixed::
; ,n;conglomerate engaged in. many'other klnds
s ef bus1nesses.:1nolud1ng wholesaling. and.’
';-_retalllng. real estdate; oil.and. .gas, a¢:"
> .~ ’instirance, travel ‘and tourlsm, -financial ~
'g'w-fand management services, “high’ technology .
'W'“oommunloatlon. trucking and so on,’ most of c
- which ‘havé no’ direct relatlonshlp w1th o
'newspaper publighing, IR
.7 In-addition to Thomson Newspapers Ltd..sjn;-'
) .three ma jor publlc oompanles form.part of : = .-
: ' the Thomson Organisation;  Hudson's:..Bay- Co.,.,#‘
¢ Int.'l- Thomson- Organlsation Ltd,, Soottlsh>>.

le;These holdlngs are alI based on the wealth amassed by Roy

i?Thomson after\he entered the newspaper bu31ness at the age ﬂ¥

thus acquirlng a number of large..:ﬂ~wkwb'

v-

| BRI

L A T

i
- e A B S
1o ‘?'.’:_of forty,‘ im 1934 T T T T e T T
E‘ ) e The flrst Lord Thomson of Fleet, father of the‘ifhul
Ei - m*lcurrent head of the organlsatlon,.wastborn on June flfth,:'?

h 1_ ° a;?1894 The son of a Toronto barber, ROy Thomson has been f{“i
f}_':\‘i Uffffgportrayed in the medla as the cla581c selfamade man’ 1n hﬁng‘
:é%Tr?‘; 'fvioft—quoted remarks that hard work can get a: man anywhere he
Nk}ﬁ S '”u?wants 0. go. Themson s early ventures 1nto the medla.came 1n

f; al q;;l925,.when he accepted an Dttawa franchlse toisell radlonF;f:"fvﬂ"

‘}5 | iiuii,gl;&panada. Royal Commlssron on Newspapérs; p l?l X






R T TS WU

oL
oy s st

e T T [T TRERESYTE heamnararirorns i anR o E Aok
L
T
R T
- ’
. . - LTy LT, .
: T I T P L A e
APECERE T s / e " sl L
L S e ,‘.‘ .- L
. e K PN

] -.:_:'.'llve 1n hell“ ‘and was reCorded :1.n hlS blography as a

e }:facetlous comment made to hlSl w:Li‘e. 18, Another anecdote

S publlshed 1n Peter Newman s book The Canadw Establishment,

R

"concentrated on, the follow:mg remark by Thomson--‘

.Dur:.ng a 1963 audlence w1th lelta Sl
- ‘Krushchev, the Russian dictator '_ S
‘4_.-tea81ngly asks what" use ThomSOn 8. . i
. money-is.to.him..  "¥ou ‘can't, take it '
o with you, ¥ says Krushch.ev. ¢ ¥Then. I 'm .
i et going"- Thomscbn replles.:}%';..

v.","';,Slmllarly.~ ‘the CP News Serv.we kept the following account on

:.hand J.n thelr blographlcal sectlon

. ,-.He wa's., preS‘1dent of the Canadlan Da:Lly

t Newspaper Association in 1951 'wheén :the -
Qulnquennlal Commonwealth Press Union | .- .
‘Conference - was held in Canada. . As’ usual,

"> he. went’, arcund:asking delegates' UIs. - 'g':.‘ b D

"“,your paper :t‘or sale""

’ ,:'. 'In Colombo s Canadlan Quota'l;lons. .'Ehe colleotor has

called Thomson "endlessly quotable" whlle h:I.S blographer :

:f‘ound that .

‘U No. ‘one. remembers 'I'homson doi g tlungs. ;

-only saying things..i. In North.-Bay, « . . ,..‘:.-

“<or- Timmins,-.or Torofito, - of . Edinburgh;:’
- . .L.would invariably.be given ten ;. . =~ . 7.
"‘dlfferent dates for any one- event 1n R
T T "-;"'A .
18

Russel Braddon, RJ Thomson of Fleet Street

S T .19Pe‘ter C. Newman, The .Canadian Establlshment '
- Volume --T: (Toronto "McClelland. arnd Stewart,: 1975F..p. 284

.“"-Alpo.reprinted-in .Jbhn Robert: Colombo,: Colombo's Canadian’ *

- "Quotations. (Edmonton:". Hurtig Pubs:, 1978), p.: 585 -and:
December 1971 P- L"l-‘., ST ‘

From the Blographlcal Services of the CP News

".":,me to consult hlEl cl:.pplng :f‘lles ‘on. Roy Thomson. -

(London, ._.Toronto: “ Colllns. 1965). Do 172. ST LA

‘Peter C. Newman, "The. 'I.‘able Talk »of Roy Thomsonv . Macleans."'*"' A

o Serv:.ce., Thanks ‘should go here. 'to Ron (tocker for, allow:.ng.';‘_:
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Hls blogra.pher found some of the anecdotes to be rather
'.apocryphal :Ln con‘ten‘t and reprm‘ced them as “alleged

o 'remarks.

hlS llfe but I would also ‘be glvgf B o
ten almost ~ex:§.‘c*tr1—y smlla.r dlcta S e T

d

PRI,

‘?2 He 1s skep‘tlcal. for example that Thomson

.‘.,5_ev'er made -the follow:.ng remark, wh:l.ch has also been reprlnted

‘:"’A"'_ln,Colombo s Canadlan Quotatlons-

"".’:"‘i.:What makes the J.nmdent bellevable 1s'that the comment llves‘:
up to our expectatlons or Thomson,\ as hlS charac'ber has bee‘n‘j;"f
;."'presented :m the medla. In com:ﬂentllpg on the "mlgratory
"'-.'.:'.‘anecdote ;: Jan Harold Brunvand has wrlt'l:en tha-t "These N
".:_stor"les are accepted as authentlc -beeause they are clearly
L '."::'-‘true to our expectat:.ons of such people.
‘I:‘;‘.-persuadlng one s llstener/reader, necdotes a.re part:.cularly:.}
A.‘,_:effect.we.', After the strlke. one :f‘ormer -Evena_ng Telegram 1
“’assoclate edltor ‘cold me’ a story abou‘c Roy Thomson told to . ::.*'.

v h1m by L :f.‘ellow Journallst. . ~The frlend, whﬂ:% i London. oo

~:.;ha.d decided to drog :Ln and meet thle ,famous Lord Thomson
DL So he went in, And Thomson was s:.tt:.ng : :'ﬂ : ST T
:..behlnd a desk, whlch had nothlng on i but

I

-:".'..,_':.“The Mlgratory “Anecdote.in: the. Folk Concept of. Fame, BT § < S . '
'__‘z“:'-Readings in American Folklore, '‘ed."Jan Harold Brunvand (New e
";York W W Norton Co.l 1979), p k2?9 e e T

,,.

ite .31tt1ng next 'bo Prmcess Margare't at
- a’ Scotsman.fashion - show, he had - commented
i upon. the lamé gown of one ‘of the models,

. “My favourite icolour™; he had 't\old the
‘ Pr:.ncess. "Gold"‘ ‘2.3:: SORAN

R % et s h

"'2.4 As ‘a means o:f‘ R RO

';'if.'.‘_-'ZJ'Colombo. p 586 and Braddon,. B lO )

Braddon, p 242. ,

"'?_‘?'BBraddon. p. 242 and Colombo. p. 58’4'

"‘lzu'Jan }?a;old Brunvand, 1n‘troduct10n to Mac'E Ba.rrlck.

i e,







rlto run Sco ttis commerc.lal telev:.s:.on. . Thomson stated that
.-"';:11: was ".Iuet llke havmg a 11cense to prlnt your own money, .' o

. This: stateme’nt was reprlnted in, artlcles by columnlsts \

:Jifi'.f»;‘Rlchard Gwyn and Dav1d MacFarlane 1n response fto the clos:.ng‘ )
("":.:-‘,‘_fbgof the two newspapers 1n August,. 1980.?’? 'I'he artJ.cle by

- = '-‘A";‘,"Gwyn usad't e ' ‘

'f‘-‘-'_examples of what happens to a newspaper after :Lts sale to ; " - i

" " Thomson. The statement 1s also recorded 1n Braddon s exten-

Asn.ve blography on’ Thomson and is admltted to by Roy Thomson.

- vhlmself, in: hls autoblography. '8, L . ;".", PN '.1':i

'? .an event, .;or a thlng. It may: 1nvolve B s
quotatlon of a witty. remarkf ‘or a descrlptlon : : RS B
. of-a remarkable s:Ltuatlon. R LT PLL
' 'As 111ustrated earll,er. anecdotes about Roy Thomson 1nvolve I
:the quotat:.on of one.of hls characterlstlcally blunt state—w R

j;‘ments. Thomson called hlmself a.' "blunt man" whlle hlS
: 'blographer labelled h1n{ "revolt:l.ngly candld and 1rmnodestly

‘unpretentl ous

- ot Ottawa Cltlzen, Apriil. 1981, n. pag. and David, MacFarlane, .
_-'—"'The Acc:.denta.l Tycoon, " Saturdav N:Lght October l980, p. ,27

(Toronto- Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1975), p 78

. and Bruce ‘A. Rosenberg (New. Brunsw1ck, l}{eleerse‘y ; Ruj;_gers Ee
""':3'Un1versn.ty Prese. l970), p. 223 s A VR

o 'Z-J.ndlcates he qu_fte approved of the blography. IR 9

: - : R Pt Lo o<
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enlng'Telegram and Peterboroueh Examlner as
-

I

Archer ’.'L‘aylor has def:.ned the anecdote as. '

A brlef na.rratlve drrent in. oral~ tradltlon Lo " L L‘_“u:'.’
that fells" somethihg unusual about: a person. RS I fr‘“

"39, Taylor 11kens the anecdote to the Jest 1n

. l M

R:.chard Gwyn A Drea.dful Tale of Tlmldlty, SRR

B 28Braddon.  DiF56 And: Roy Thomson, _ After T Was Slxty_ -

: 29Ar1c:her Taylor.: "The Anecdote. A Neglected Genre "_" ! A
irr Medleval Literature'and Folklore Studles, ed. . Jerome Mandel ORI

I

30Br:-:a. ".,'p. 242. In: h:Ls autoblography, Thomson o
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that "both are likely 'to glve polnt to the 1nc1dent by a o . :
: quotatlon.“31 ‘l‘he rhetorlcal potentlallty which l:Les in . . i B

" anecdotes is contalned w1th1n thelr very structure- by the
use of a quotatlon as a punch l:me, the person ‘who -is the N R
c‘haracter 1n “the anecdote appears to be speaklng for hlmself. '

AR o ;';' On thls Brunvand has wrlttens 5 "Anecdotes always have the

oy : a1r of truth about them and they supposedly demonstrate how

) .:' people have reveale”’"their own personalltles.‘,.j;z.v Thus. as a

anecdotes are partlcularly efi‘ectlve. S

means of persuasa.on,
Rellance on a, quotatlon by Thomson hlmself makes hlS charac—
‘ ter appear to stand out" w1thout any add1t10nal or edltorlal

\’_ " - y g . . .‘;

_— ~ - comment and thus allows the lls‘tener/reader to feel that he

1s evaluatlng the s1tuat10n ‘on hls own. In hlS Job, the
4 reporter 1s Very n‘iuch at (ease w1th E!;he J;‘ules o:f‘ fhetor:.c. ‘

Donald Bryant ‘ha's wrltten that JournallstS' are partlcularly

(2N 3 ~-‘ '3 i '; . "A - ," V" ‘_, Ct ‘1'. '
skllled 1n thls matter. ; ". e e * AT e e
. N B 0 "—'.,,'v,.'lt‘ -
S Whet'her ed1tor1al wrlter, q,om!nentator. ,
R -or-plain newswriter, reaohlng intorhis -,
A . ‘audmence ‘6. mind .is¥his problem. vIr thHe - |
cER ",people who buy the paper miss the 1mport,33 s
o 4’1 € the paper m:Lght BS. well not be publlshed S
T = v .

.,; “The very approprlateness 0,;E‘ the anecdote Lles l]’; 1ts form
. y

and content., Its brev:.ty and colour allows for a rapld

4 ! v T i n.o
: -

® rassessment of the 1ssue.., Rogen Abrahams has examlned the

.o -I ,‘n R . E i . v, '. " = e R PR -a
L= .t N T . LT . *
: v EEEN coe

x

3 Taylor. p. 22?.‘ ' . BRI ’

T
-.l

o 3 Jan: Harold BrunVa,;n A The Study} of Amerlcan :
Folklore (New York- W W No: ton and Co.- Inc., ‘ 1968), p- 95

Pl _s ,
RS 33Dona_‘Ld C Bryant, "Rhetorlo-"' Its Functlon and Its A, '
Scop’e " in’Rhetoric: A Tradition.in- Transition,. sed, - Walter: -
. '.'~T’ R.> Fisher. (Mlchlgans M:Lchlgan State Unlversrby Press. 19?4). :
'.: rpa 2080, o . R ,,;"" 3‘? RN . )
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'-nlne that he expanded hlS newspaper ownershlp to the Unlted

——— s

'iseﬁe of“"appropriatenesewjin his article "The}Cbmplex .

Relations of Simple Forms." - Of the use of;bhgrtEEﬁfﬁfmefin

foliklore,

he has written:, o '::'3
fhe shorter forms employ falrly dlrect SR .
. strategies relylng on the intensity and L N ;

colour. -and concision, of manlpulated .
' materials to do- thelr conv1nc1ng.. Though
between .formal obaect (ltem L
S - folklore and - audlence, the longer ‘__“a,'.u:vg;.-
,'g‘genres 1ncrea51ng‘y draw upon v1car10us.;” BT
. ~rather .than' immedfate; - 1nvolvEment o i
'flnduce sympathetlc response. Wl

N " (?-u

-Journallsts are worklng 1n a medlum Whlch demands brevlty

,ﬁa. -1 "

Thomson & background also makes hlm a. prlme candl -j y

~date for the subaect of anecdotes. Hls Tather was a barber,:

his- mother a hotel chambermald. 'Thomson is frequently

s
kS

descrlbed_-; and he used the phrase hlmself in hlS auto-
biography--—

','slow in startlng it was not untll he was forty years old

.
®

'that he began buying newspapera and not untll he was flfty—

'Klngdom. hav1ng uffered 2 number of fallures. such‘as hlS .gﬁx”
’ t)r f \ Lo
Hls poor background

-venture lnto farhlng in hls early years.;
Jed in accounts of hls llfe.

'1sxalso emphas1 H;s blographer ,-;;
‘TTalkl g of Thomson the tycoon. Canadlans
- still Jinsist. Mthere's mqre to, the man than
. ‘ that ‘And ‘remember: hlm. forty yearslago ”@;1
-in the. North, waddling along down:an icy " ‘

.road’ 1n.hls coat that WAS t00‘11ght, his ﬂ'«

-
l . .( - - .
. L{,. S , AR ;‘A.Mv .

T b i Ch
3L"Rog"
Slmple Forms.

r D, Abrahams,j“The Complex Relatlons of

. ‘“‘all folklore calls for & sympathetic | g-g __,: f*f{.f“t
S ’Hl.relatlonshl A

as "t e Toronto barber's son '35 H%B rlse was B




B L LT

tr1c1t1es such as hlS dr1Ve for money and hls meaness.'q,qzu‘[¥"

1 cdlour hlS character as 1t has been presented 1n the medla.ﬁ}?

34

fedora,hat on the back of his head .
They still remember the "one suit,” the -
patched pants, the beaming desire, to
sell (even flfty cents. worth of washers:
thls, then, and now, 1s his 1mage,

‘even though today he ¢an buy all the
‘clothes in the world agd negotlate .
deals worth mllllons. ) ,

Thomson s rlse from/a'poor background, hlS maaor eocen—‘”

HlS blographer noted “There are a thousand anecdotes to
A

hand of Thomson s thrlft. to put 1t euphemlstlcally; and

.r

he hlmself conflrms them all “3?

+

j' Although Ken Thomson inherlted hlS father s bu81-y

#

ness and hlS ambltlon, he d1d not 1nher1t hlS father s flalr

vand colour. Furthermore, belng the son of a wealthy man.g_uf

he does not have the "folk hero" appeal of the poor man

1

made rlch and famous through hlS own hard work.‘ When the '1u;;#f
Thomson Organlsatlon, headed at that p01nt by Ken Thomson.f: .
closed down the Ottawa Journal, storles concentrated on'. the'h
character of the orlglnal Lord lhomson._ Descrlptlons of Kent;f,
Thomson descrlbed hiﬁ En the follow1ng nanner-i" ‘ -
.,He radlates nlceness from every pore,.
* ‘down to the hole’ in'the sole’ of his

::fshoe. Hé's self—effaclng. shy,
iunpretentlous. soft-gpoken,, , He'

«]peppers nis ‘corversations with. ,
~engaging archalsms, like "golly"- ﬁfff

" ahd "gee-whlz Jev e Without -ever. . :. J-'f%iiﬂ {35;ff§;f,’)""'

. asking- forit, Ken" Thomson: evokes
;sympathy hecause you know he s carrylng

et
TN

[ R L . , . R . : N

) 'h36Braddon, P 362

o

;‘“¢f37Braddon p 359
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: around in that thln. gangly frame the
welght of his memory  of his father. THe
_memory that is of Roy Thomson, . the' self-,
. ) - : made flnanolal genlus, who made .his son.
Cel . ’ 2 everything he now .is,  and. hlmself into- .. A
Lo .  © '+ ' Lord Thomson of Fleet and.a folk-<hero, able
R BRI ' - to-get away with saylng everythlng from a '
- t.v. 'station.is a "license o print money"
~ —to, the. "only differénce. begween rape ‘and ‘j:
ngrapture is salesmanshlp ‘,~H,h.§;:;

. T e ' . .‘..‘,

Because of hls Wealth and the vastness of hlS holdlngs, Ken

X

Thomson has been v1ewed as "aﬂcorporate flgure of extraordl-f

they no longer count on quotatlons from Roy Thomson..;;?'
o In(the Kent Comm1351on sAreport, aooounts are to be
found of the "stlngy practlces and tendenoles“ of the Thomson
chaln whlch have sapped the energy of the Journallsts who
h. work for these papers.%Qj The Thomson operatlon formula is 'i;:f;f\:}."“ml
| ‘seen as cuttlng costs in the most extreme ways.n Flnan01al  Ahf;}li;}u;f

“5,cutbaoks at one paper resulted 1n a s1tuatlon where reporters

had to go to a nearby newstand to buy a copy of thelr paper,

Y N [

‘f‘ rather than hav1ng the paper dellvered to the newsroom.

VT
a g 3

‘-

One former member of the Free Press news serv1ce, ar serv1ce

e

cut by Thomson shortly after hls purchase of the Free Press o

- .

chaln and news serwio‘,?descrlbed arguments over "Whether
.our man 1n Edmonton was entltled to two wastepaper baskets:g e
.;LH".:_Qﬁ.f«, Q’;L.a{ {“WZLLT(,o;;t_hﬁfﬁrquﬂbf‘ | : _ﬁf :
e BB T IR T T
“”‘ 39MacFarlane, B0 p, 'ﬂj’]: ;ﬁ};f}i}jfir;;‘;};rh?:;mfﬁ;&'ig:it:;

Canada, Royai Comm1551on on Newspapers (Ottawa-pg~.ﬁy_:f';
Supply and Serv1ces, 1981f ip 113 T L .',“ ARSI




, L. . . -
' " S " 36 i
- or merely one = before We got that sorted out, the Edmonton ' ;
. bureau was closed too.f%z The artlcle appeared 1n reSponse" ) 2

to the clos1ng of the Ottawa Journal._ An autob10graph1cal f::ﬂﬁeffﬁfﬁ;;_fi

' account by a man who had worked w1th Thomson papers for|over" :
:f‘qrjf;f:i;n B twenty flve years and who had felt an 1ncrea81ng allenatlon

g Lo frOm Thomson as the company continued,to_expand and become
‘f ,f . less personal, descrlbed a managers meetlng 1n“wh1ch he
HEN felt the Thomson head offlce people were'trylng'to H...squeeze l“'hw

fﬁf‘}iflf;f' publlsher had apparently whlspered to another- "God help us~?fwﬁjx

1f they ever reallse there are two=31des to a plece of toilet

paper g ? Slmllar Thomson practlces have resulted 1n Thomson

K --L'A.

1%:7“~ ;g'-Lf~' belng labelled 1n newspaper artlcles as “an operator of

's.=§;;j' Journallstlc sausage factorles and sweat shops?.and accused e

of produc1ng bland neWspapers worthy of the tltle “Pablum

LFLJ’. ‘?:' ...u .o

Canada The term was c01ned by former Wlnnlpeg Trlbune gjfgf.'c

1f¢j§ ;7:'t :'* edltor. Erlc Wells. who warned chalrman Tom Kent thatu~”

PR ;yua;fff“ﬁ Well, there s always a: danger, 51r, of ',;fu'
ol T T i Pabluil Canada ¢coming.about. .The" person Lo L
- ”,iw";qzi'y"llpl.yuywho introduced it in large. measure to.- ﬁ;:'l';ﬁ_”
I R T R “,g\~’“Canada was Lord Thomson, ‘who 'now ‘owns . '?45“;yuhd
S S e -::jone of the’ greatest newspapers around here. AR

N o ‘“QZWalter Stewart,,“Games People Play.. Quest LT
Summer l981,-p. 79, lfy ,.j B ”,U_ﬁhk’“

Jer

L "JJVgEIUF-”Vf'-' 43James Lamb, Press Gang (Toronto: Macmlllan of
e ‘ Canada. 1979) 184, et - L ) ,..«‘
_7‘} fl. 440hrlstopher Youngh.“'Barndoor NeWs oomm;ssmon-il'ﬁ”'
“an 1nterest1ng. useless proaect," Ottawa Cltlzen, September
1980' pag._ : ' L e e
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‘f;smaller ed1tor1al staff and ed;torlal expendltures and th1sff;5‘f7”

:f§,af‘”ﬁ R 1s seen as. 1nterference /a8 it llmlts the scope and qualltyff”thA

vy '..
’

"ffof news coverage._o5,“ RS ‘ﬁ' ;n_-
RN B Y (T
N ’ ca T :-'“ : LTI ’ .' ' .‘n-f" .',‘ Lt .ﬂ'.&.’t g

'iijhe Evenlng Telegpam A”;'ffﬁ.affﬁ :{jﬁwﬁﬂ-,‘pff_lhghziy};:iiilg:"'--~

“*téf7plent1ful.- The newspaper 1tself celebrated ltS flftleth

'3ﬂ§?_seventy-f1fth and one hundredth annlversarles by publishlng.,}-”.

'ffusupplements to those 1ssues.493 All three reprlnte

'ﬁﬂcoverlng ma;or hlstorlcal._vents and contalned photographs:fjjifﬁ-

N

“T*jf\f:fffiyhv?zof the llne of publlshers and edltors as well as most stafnglf".

A
R

"""fmembers;‘ An essay by Ellzabeth Barrett an undergraduate‘¢ﬁi?:¥lvf,s“‘i

‘3student of hlstory at Memorlal Unlver31ty, outllnes the

P L - Ay
b NaCara -

-fwﬁhlstory of the Evenlng,Telegram' although she 01tes no

'”greferences she appears to have relled heav1ly on these ' :&hth

},;‘ﬁi annlversary 1ssues and 1s prlmarlly concerned w1th the techno- o

:“ﬁloglcal growth 1n the Evenxng;@elegram 1n terms of*1ts presSes fi,ﬁ”'ﬁ”

oo ',?;and its succe331on of edltors and publlshers.. NevertheleSS'"d”:
’ ‘ﬂffthree accounts 1n her paper Indlcate the role the Evenlng
» ﬁ_;Telegr ‘felt 1t played Ain the Newfoundland communlty. The g;iug B

';Eflrst mentloned 1s the follow1ng-ﬁf~7?

SR ‘On December 10. 1894 the Unlon and
T “-iwﬂdommerclal Banks crashed,_leav1ng only LT
i» the: Newfoundland Savings Bank.in bu51ness._v~ L
.t The "Telegram" through its~ edltorlals. ‘
_was! 1nstrumental in. m1n1m1z1ng a.run’ ‘on.’

zfiithe Newfoundland Savings Bank, and, by
"h9See the follow1ng Evenlng Telegram 1ssues-" . .
3 Aprll 1929 5 Aprll 1954 and 3 Aprll 1979'~‘ RRREE X .




; ‘ L ""‘,119?9' p . 3A .

L o

”“‘In 1936 the Evenlng Telegram carrled dally news of a chlld ‘

-‘5f;~who had been lost 1n the woods for twelve days.

"ffpaper ralsed over $3000 to a1d her and and her famliy.; A

:3}9-1n }954 the Evenlng Telegram ralsed over $6000 for an elght

f??as hlghly ambltlous,

ue};TﬁTelegram e 1rénacally the year of the strlke --.the paper

:‘.liwrote proudly of 1ts role in the Newfoundland communltysli:f;‘w;;"h

‘ N’jUnlverelty of Newfoundland. P-rlo':’

ralslng an’ emergency 1oan,uthat bank {L;;-'*
managed to survive: the’ CrISlB.lpiee» :

When lt

3&”learned later that the chlld would lose both her 1egs, the

-h{year old boy?who had to be sent*tO‘Toronto for twozbraln

5231

'ffﬁoperatlo’s,after belng hlt by ‘a. car

hhﬁl The\one hundredth annlversary 1ssue Of the __EBlEE |

‘ﬁ-Telegr stated that the newspaper was founded 1n Aprll, 1879 .
Tfiiby Wllllam James Herder, grandfather of the current publlsher.a~if1»
ffﬁstephen Rendell Herder. .It Was started at a tlme when St. ;P1:?t;ffﬁ;wﬁa
'wﬁpJohn s, w1th a populatlon of about 30 OOO people,:already R

“f:,had one trl-weekly and seven b1-weekly newspapers.53 To -ﬁf{ifep:lfi‘”ﬁ"

‘13attempt to produce a dally at thls tlme was therefore v1ewed
but the venture succeeded ' } |

In thls one hundredth’annlversary of the Evenlng

Durrng 1ts long hlstory. the Tele rai has S e e
played’an 1ntegral part 1n the llfe of the R

R 50Ellzabeth Barrett.‘“A Hlstory of the enlng
'l?Tele ram..1879 1966, ™ ‘Maritime . History- Group, Memorlal

A

"~-.;45 Barrett. p..27

i PParett, pu L&o..,"f -

-"?53M1chael Harrlngton. Evenlng Telegram. 3 APrll
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O Tsales staff. #ranspontation and

o ﬁ'fJ.Bf communlcatlons facllltles.iJ '*-_-11;“ . “L'?*{ 5, L
..{.“Q Bureaus across Newfoundland allowed for a lot of 1n-depth I
» reportlng of local events.; One former employee told me what '3_1",3é~

he felt the Evenlng Telegram was llke before the Thomson

purehase- L
'TThe newsroom was chook—a-block w1th
;reporterSz‘-_the woman s, page and. woman O
‘reportérs’--. woman's editor and-‘all. ....:gu~F-LA
?We were d01ng 1nterpretat1ve_p1eoes, we :
wereé, doingilarge, double page features -

' remenber time .after - time I. did gouble o

L. page, features’. on-the ‘resettlemeht: program,q

o on’ the flshery, ‘ard . all these thlngs, you..

“ know. ~—.in fact, the Télegran - really 1ed
the’ battle agalnst thie resettlement {
' ‘program, you know.. .- Sucoessfully, too.

> 1 you know i:But,  we had to-lave a staff

;;ito\do that‘ ‘because . if a person weht’ out

* on.'the: road +t0./dé a. feature, he had’ to
s ‘have three or four days 81zlng up “the
‘local area and ‘wha't ' 8 going. on, talklng :

., ~.to people dnd’this =- &nd then he'd CQmeff

.- .backrand need a week to write out hls,notes ce

. .and make -some oonflrmatlons ‘here..in. town....,j S RRI

. But' we had quite.a crew-of writers: around---\;ﬁ;jjiuﬂ\,;‘.-:

.Q"they lost:. Ray Guy. for’ 1nstance.' I:don't. Ay e

- “think there's any»wrlter in'Canada who: R

Y -rean.write satire the:way Ray Guy can. -Q,”,,J_,u

L Aowrlte) o O wrlte humour when he’ Wants to RN
-. ;_.-."-be funny.57 : 5 I

'L.r." e

~ - N . .

\.,, N

:{-?g{? Although remlnxscences do lend themselves to 1dea11zat10n.

4
. L

B ffhe Even1ng Telegram s ac%%ve role 1n the Newfoundland jlfﬁ

I

‘"“j,communlty 1s lndicated 1n the preV1ous examples.un.gfﬂfi

Famlly OWnershlp of an enterprlse tends to produce‘f5fj}?f

'"We re all one, blg, happy famlly here"'attltude on the

ﬂ*part of the employer towards the employees and thls was

.,,
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%:and was one of thegfharacterlstlc aspeCts of the structure
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certalnly true of the Evenlng Telegram¢ Paternallsm ls “.{{D;

partlcularly ev1dent 1n Newfoundland culture prlmarlly {%¥4-'

because of Newfoundland s 1n1t1al dependence on, the flshery

; and the early establlshment of the merchant/Tlshermen

relatlonshlp. The “Amulree Report"j(the Royal Comm1991on

Report of 1933 whlch led to the establlshment of Comm1ss1on

.f_... from the days when the country flrst
7,7 came -to-bé permanently settled until>the’:
-, middle Jof. 19th’centiry, the ofganisation,-
+egfithe. flsherles wag ‘largely. feudali THe'
.‘merchants or" exporters‘who establlshed ‘
o Lthemselvestln St,John's -dhd: ‘other centree
- -employed a: number .0of fishermen' to catch. -
- 77 fish for:them. - The.fishermen -did not, ... 7
;. +7! receive. wages ‘but, were _provided. by the ';'
qmerchants, in. return for their gervices™
- ‘during “the- flshlng .seagon, . with- sufflclent
~:&xfood stuffs and’ other . nece891t1es to: | B
t. - maintain themselvés and.their' families. in,. ..
.7 tolerableé comfort- throughout “the. year..,.funf T
It was’ the practlce of .each -merchant to ~° _ o
. Bypport: hlS owg flshermen An bad tlmES asif;{.'}
‘-well as good. SR fi R L

[
RS

3

of the Evenlng Telegram.: ‘The - practlce most often 01ted byh”

strlkers was that of malntalnlng an employee on.full salary{f3

'}‘~ even though the employee had been off elck for as long as

PR -

L

feot

58Quoted by George Perlln. "Patronage and ‘

‘{S%i. John' s~ Memorlal Unlver31ty of Newfoundland, 1974),
p. 117 T . Foa

L - Paternallsm.f Politics. in.Newfoundland, ™ “ih: Perspectlves on‘ff?“A
v Newfoundland 8001ety :and- Culture, cedy Maurlce Sterns B

Thls attltude was carrled over 1nto other forms of bu51ness,i;;;“j;i:f

; 'ﬁ”four months.s? Thus, llke the merchant the Evenlng Telegram,va;f—”u
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employees took thelr flrst and only Job at the Evenlng "qf”%?”[;g{;gﬁi

E Telegram.’ One craftsman who had WOrked w1th thedEvenlngiﬁﬁ:’r" -
Telegram for about flfty years stated that "When the Herders B ‘? )
L P

'3¥,ann1versary 1ssue llsted the number of famllles worklng 1n

> Charlle Jeffery,xedltor at that tlme,ﬁtold the employees

ot

table at the banquet.

K
i

‘iof the paper.

a60

were there. one Was expected to stay for llfe. . The 75th iﬂfg‘ff

the Evenlng Teleg#am as well as the number of yeaas some‘of “

that the EVenlng Telegram was not a famlly bus1ness only

because 1£ was owned and operated by a famlly. but that the

ent;re Evenlng,Telegram famlly was there, S1tt1ng around the

Each staff member was a member of the

Evenlng Telegram fanuly.:

3Th1s employee sald he was shocked . :fﬁ:fgﬂ_é

when the Evenlng Tel;gram Was sold to the Thomson Organls— fﬁfﬁ
61f h%w'-;frlnng ;*f;uf TN L D

atlon.

The flgure of the founder of the Evenlng Telegram,.,,'

W1lllam James Herder. plays an 1mportant role 1n the hlstory
In hlS hlstory of Canadlan Journallsm,-w H._iﬁﬂ"‘: :
~x(. . o s 5 .-
Kesterton wrote-”"'”” . . . .
.Ah‘ '.". . ‘_ ..‘, o . _ L V.-'-.,- vyf‘-.a
' f;.tx;ghThe malntenance of prlnted news as. a family T
S AL énterprisé holds.a ‘special place-in- the ;:-;,‘-q‘;‘,;ﬂy-xi
.- mythology:of the" trade. .There continties - - . .o o T
" "to be a- legend of [4” crusadlng proprletor
". whoge mdin 1nterest ig.civic’ betterment o
. and- for whom personal profit is so. AR SR
: ;;unlmportant as to: . Tempt him, to: perpetual‘ TR
ﬁﬂbankruptcy for the sake of Journallstdc

H

60y
s "'"61
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o 1n 1972 1n a report detalllng the changes at the venlgg

- PR T . . . . . RN o "
PN . ol . . - e . . . . S [N
¢ . - .o .‘. .. i . L N L A o

1.7;7v1rtue. Whatever ooca91onal truth thls“ T P IR M

<80 may. have in’ reallty is. moderated by theﬂﬁ,’-i ERERRAREE S |

" .. fact that many heirs to newspapers are'“g S
[us".vjlndlfferent publishers, 62 " - o f*.;wili '

Thls bellef plays a strong role-ln conoeptlons held of theﬁ;

.-

Evenlng Telegram by those who have worked for 1t.. The

follow1ng, by hlS son James, 1s the entry on Herder 1n thetﬂ*?‘-”'

Groller Encyclopedia Canadlana' 1t takes up a full half offiig}fﬁUT“

't

the entry N

'ustlce. on'. one’ occaslon, refu51ng to. - .
t{dlvwlge the name "0f:‘the" writer of a letter
.;he had published, hes ‘was held .4n° contempt
So7 et court:and sentenced to "thirty: -days". j*. st b
"-] ”1mprlsonment.‘ ‘He''deélined to. put}on the L

prlson garb ‘and- 'served, his: sentence in- T AT
hls underwear’ untll hls release, after four R
days. on: the strength of. 'a pEtltlon glgned SREE L
by nearly every adult in St John 8s: a"

o

The 1n01dent 1s recorded 1n a varlety of places.“ It was ;~;9{3l;-"

mentloned by Ellzabeth Barrett 1n her paper on the hlstory

of the Evenlng;Telegram.§% It appears 1n Joseph R. ﬂ‘

Smallwood '8, autoblography, in the sectlon on hIS days as an

Evenlng Telegram reporter.é? """

the short llved aournal, St gohn B The Alternate Presé

¥ A . . AN . oo, oy - R

6 Kesterton, pp. lléﬂll?

= : 63James Herder, “The Evenxng Telegram LR 1n LT e
Enc'clo edia Canadlana,Vol 5 (Toronto~' Groller of Canada..;'Lj“w'

o 64

s 5Joseph R Smallwood, I Chose Canada (Toronto{ﬁfjiﬂi}{;tri
Macmlllan Company of Canada. 19?3), 100.‘-.{,_,”_wfgg' ceer L
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prepared hlS comment piece that week by detalllng what the

,ﬁ?' oo paper meant towlts readers as a reeord of their blrths, thelr
ql]

marriages, thelr deaths. 1n other words, thelr llves S T
o S - I p01nted out %o how the Newfoundland T
TRt T . people <« alot of Newfoundland .people. had
et S T been; very. upset when. the Evening Telegram
ce Tl T was 'sold .out “fo. the Thomson: family,. you, -
Sl e T .."see ., 'Because’ they had always" rggarded 1#
.. as -theip’ paper - thenreaders had -that klnd
. o ofs feellng that. the Telegram was thelr K
io o« . . paperi-<"Now,. all of a sudden,, it was

S fiowned by a -company -in Toronto.693

B I=LEp oA A

_ 'The change dn ownershlp by the sale 1n 1970 was ?
\_:‘felt to’ change the flavour of the paper Just as lt changed
“ ithe morale of the people who worked there Loyalty dlsap—
peared. A thrée day w1ldcat strlke by the prlnters. the l

e, :[ * . P
L . flrst 1n the Evenlng Telegram s hlstory, was supposedly 1n - L

",reactlon to a’ change 1mposeﬁ by the Thomsons from a Tive: to=.3, ",‘ ;ﬂ},

7ﬁ}- ) ' ’ a six day publlshlng week.~ The Alternate Prd%s 1nterpreted'-

the actlon 1n the follow1ng way ) ‘J o
The maJor 1ssue of the-. strlke was the unlon
_cldim .that their contract ‘had"become.. VOld ‘
: . : . " .Because’ the Telegran "had ‘'switched from a- five
e L - - "to a six day- publlshlng week., One senior = ... o
. R member of the. Telégram staff said. the real - _ -
o . ... reason could He found in a number of  small ‘ o
% - . . . !eéfficiency changes which had comé about .
L - . - since the. Thomson. takeover.( In other words =~ - -
-the. printers now felt like' -they were belng 1
treated as mere employees . whereas before : 70'
.they had Telt llke members of the. organlsation.

A 31m11ar 31tuat10n, thls tlme 1n Quebec. was descrlbed by
the Kent Comm1531on . 1ef.ﬁ’-\:f-"t N t" "i :‘j&
The acqulsltlon of Le Solell by Uni Médla -

u,"»[.'

691nterv1ew, ? May 1981, Fleldnotes.
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, e in 1973 created discontent among Journal— .
= ists and provoked strikés that were T
painful to both sides. As one of our o R
studies shows: the entry of the daily. IR
, newspaper, Le Soleil, into .Jacdues
} . .Francoeur's empire meant a cul tural _ ; _ '
_clash between Québec traditiong and . - .7 - e
Montreal marketlng practlces.?l : s o S T
K 'The same cultural dlfferences and senée of belng controlled ;‘
: -kby a) dlSlnterested abseniee landlord exlst in both cases.
ﬂfThe Thomson purchase of the Evenlng Telegram 1n 19?0 meant
f : f'that the bu51ness would be dlrected by a head offlce 1n .i
f - ‘Toronto, because thls is where 11 accounts of. expendltures 31 ’ g
f are ultlmately sent. ‘One reporter, who qult shortly after
-} the strlke. expressed his sentlment in the follow1ng way ?_A_;,;fgﬁg
{ : I'm really glad that we d1d take them on -- o
% I think that's another reason why we ‘did get S ) O
; so much support.. I.think-people knew.we S -
' o ", were taklng 'on this incredible giant who . - S o
L “didn't . glVeaa fuck about- the7$§1§gzgmL-— T
; T ;dldn t glve a fuck about us.,‘.'nl S .;:
:i .. " In. descrlblng thelr strlke agalnst Thomson, many reporters i‘ i,‘: “?;ﬂ:
'%l . ‘“remployed thls glant' 1magery One prlnter told me that all 'L{
gé' . . he could thlnk whlle on the plcket llne was "Dav1d and ) . )
=1 .
:;, S Gollath, here we go agaln - the llttle agalnst the blg. 73
é' C 4;"” | In the Alternate.Press ln 19?2, Just two years afterf;-
; « T ‘the- Thomson purchase of .the Evenlng Telegram, Bill Glllesple
; quoted one reporter on the changes of the past two years.o~;-“
i ‘In e artlcle, he wrote: ' '

Rl
"

) ?ICanada, Royal Comm1551on on - Newsp;pers. p. 113

. "PIngerview, 10" August 1980;, F:Leldnotes. IR

773Telephone Interv1ew, December 1979. Fleldnotes. PR

R

e e ety



L ST DR, VAU

P

[V S o e b e = [ T AN

. The Thomson Organisation,.true to its.
word, has never said a word ‘on edltorlal
pollcy, says Herder, however with cuts N P
in staff, coverage-has become more super- ' O ST
ficial, an opinion which is’ supported by A

o ‘several "present: staff members in pr1vate.~ S e S LN

ST ;j“"Most people here think that.the paper is I e
R ..., 'going downhill and there's: nothing that | .
.+ can“be ‘done-about. it;" said. one staffer. ,' .
" "It's become- one blg, faty -lot-of o
-"'-advertlslng Personally I wish .the - " 74
‘ ““iSoutham chaln had taken 1t over 1nstead "

Harold Horwood who worked at the Evenlng Telegram wheh

P

Thomson bought lt descrlbed the purchase ‘a8’ "the day the-“f;;.;}‘

' ‘3 - sky fell“-'

':-We woke up one morning to learn that the
whole’ operatlon had ‘been -sold to “the
Thomson- Organlsatlon., We-were assured e L Rt
- ) . . thet there would be -no. drastic changes —-,w» . e )
N o e ' and -there were ‘not; for awhile. -Tord. o o ‘
ol R Thomson-of Fleet and his boys, ‘never- R '
meddléd in.the edltorlal pOllCleS of -
.their papers. They were only concerned
w1th money 75 ‘__e. SR

'

ey . Of the changes follow1ng the purchase, chk Colllns stated
T ?'g‘ : " Thomsons is pretty shrewd at thls bus1ness._ ;‘
e o They've been at itra 1ong time," maklng R
L. .0 0 money out of newspapers. . They ‘don't" 1nter~,"“ RS TR
“fere with editorial . pollcy. They gorit - o LTIl LAY S
Tl _'-~“tell you what to write .-- no.one-dat.the . =~ .= . L :
AR ; - " Telyever: told me what To write or . anythlng S R ¥
... . _else.. The method they use “is ‘they- start - - - i - &
e ‘.. the Treduction: of_staff. Say, 1’ forget, ¢ T 0T
s g . . ‘the'figures and"how many: reporters we:had, & . [ :' T el
...but when“I. went to the “Tely“ first in L Ca RN
f1968 they\had a problem ifisthe newsroom -
. t0” find . somewhere for me to. s1t down.' To
. find’a desk. .. *When:l eft; I''could have
' {uplcked any of ten desks n: the newsroom 7

SRR S

S

:fﬂ o el R 1~v7uG111esp1e, p. Z@a:7‘;f};:‘fu"asﬁﬁfﬁ.ﬁft;"fvf ) 'fgf»f”:.
~_ﬁ£f IR ;75Horwood, pp.‘HS U6 i;iA,f.f o f';{”f-.lﬁr;“ﬁﬁjf
s *[76Interv1ew, 7 May 1981. Fleldnotes.{"ﬁ#itiw ' ‘




-iuthe prooess as: a- "dlsease ”77
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The spéaker'Went on to say that they~had been forewerned of

.what was - to take place after the "Thomson, purchase by a

"reporter from the Toronto Globe and Mall, wha had desorlbed

P - Y
.

o

One s%rlker told me thax worklng condltlons at thelfﬁcﬂ

”'Evenlng Telegram were 1'DJ.c:kens:Lan,‘ as he descrlbed the

""drab neWBr°°m‘Wlth 1t5 Walls yellowed by Nears‘of tobacco SRCN

1;1fsmoke.?§ Another strlker descrlbed the paternallsm at the

- /'f}fvaenlng Telegram ds 1ntolerable and used the folloW1ng

:;:The analogy to the plantatlon owner 1nd10ates thelr percep—~

analogy ln hls presenmatlon.:'“Vilif,?fff:.ﬁ”&ﬁ'ffi”*;:f:

'ffg’=};791n¢erv1ew, 10‘August 1980, Fleldnqtes,

'Herder had thls 1dea - Herder 8- been L
:..called a plantatlon owner,’ which is what,.l
he 18 —- he. goes way ‘back tb6. the -way it .
.. was in Newfoundland ‘the last couple of : .
'~.hundred yedrs -- Jlke a fish merchant.j LR
He' just figured . that we owed: him some- " = .
.. thing: - .If we had worked: twelve.. or ) --f:;“ B
. flfteen hours a day -- 8o what <= he Was o
‘paying-us well, ag far.as he was. ’ ‘

‘coticérned~ He was, giving us a-job,.v. - “ﬁiq{' S

- - .He .always looked upoh-us as:his. 1ittle -

“'nlggers. ‘his-little. boys, ‘his 1ittle :,f[z;‘f‘:}lﬁf4

;;men. "and here we Were ~= rebelllng
) agalnst hxm, you know. h,: t ;,,.”“

..tlon of the almost "feudallstlc" set—up of a famlly oper-g‘

), - B ~,0- ...-

'elathn. Another former employee descrlbed the attltude ast

‘"paternallstlc 1n the worst sense,“ as employers would

wi;ﬁ... turn up for a fellow 8- funeral after havlng pald hlmgf&

. v .
“ ll [ - . . ., ?.,.'
. s . . .

. o
.o,

'_ev,,.:j L

f:;771nteereW1 7 May 1981 FieldnotES-‘_;;;

“ﬁjl?alnterv1ew, 25 February 1981 Fleldnotes.
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WL T la mlserable wage all hig: life and' employed h1m 1n the most

‘mlserable of worklng cond:.tn.ons."._qo ,

Thomson and Herder 'today ful:f‘:.ll the same role 1n

,,'th\e strlkers, perceptlon of opposn:lon flgures. ‘ Durlng—the

P R ."strlke. Herderas '_f‘elt by many 't0 be the tangible aspecl__
‘ BRI of Thomson, wh:Lle others fel‘t they s1mply could not dlffer- .

.en'hlate between the 't:wo. I’c 1s no’t: surprlslng tha't the two R

e

B . ;beglnnlng of the ohapter, both are famlly organlsatlons w1th

S g people at the top who have reached 'tha't top level through

: "ablll'ty. Th1s makes the gap between repor‘ters and owner/ - -

g
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. "-":publlshers partlcularly w1de. In d1scuss1ng the pattern of

'what he calls "generatlonal oontlnurty 1n 'the ownershlp o:f‘

8

"newspapers" across Canada, John Por‘ter has noted that*

ETC R O AR "{.A large propor‘tlon of the ‘men: who control SRR 1O

LS s e AT L the major mewspapers:' belong\ to. upper’ class TR IR I
[ D “. . institutions. . ‘They are. graduates of -
“privaté schools’ and. belong +to the. same
. exclusive’ metropolrtan clubs’ ag do

) members o:f' the economJ.c ellte.

{'; ~ Thls J.sola‘tf‘fnn makes thls group ofg’E wner/publlshers N

‘partlcularly suscep‘tlble to 'the appllcat:.on -of an exoterlc |

!

e '\_stereo'type.; ThlS J.\S 1llustrated in- Alden Nowlan s artlcle :

T T
‘e [N L

- -“.’-q,,:.n.:. . on the Irv1ng—owned New Bru,nsW1ck paper}u _7 N
‘ .~_-'“Inev1tably”, there Was a 1ot of nostalglan‘:jl. L -_.':':,‘_;',;":
. fox. The Old Bulld.lng, the se-ttmg for’ R S T !

I

<

In‘terv1ew, ? May 1981 ';",Fleldnotes..
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; o L s B L. o ]

;.; ‘thlnv1tat10ns “to *joih the Reader's Dlgest_.' R L
BN ‘Association and ‘the Nationdl: Geographlc R U B RN

The 1mage 1s that of a man rather out of touch w1th the

‘ Vﬂ“real runnlng o£\a neWSPaPer'«ﬁ

owner/publlshers is contalned w1th1n these anecdotes Wthh.: - 3

' they tell about them. Furthermere,,ln draw1ng a parallel S

oy

f"ﬂl w1de1y accused of in the press. Commentlng'on the effects :f:t . {f}?ﬁt'

o stated- ‘ . "1“: ' ' I " ';' C e T S

'y

. numerous newsroonm .legends. In many of.
‘these the central figure was a formeér , RS M
publisher, by then deceased,  of whom At N N
was. .said’ that he- had mistakén. Junkamall K o o

U TUT N

c Society for slngular personal honours, e
-+ and ‘that hehad ordained.there be no. TR
o fogrin Saint Jghn, hot every so that ates T
.- -~the hateful word had to”bé blue ' '5w$‘.'¢fgu«<\4"
fiaf-pencllled not . onlydwhen it turned up LN
2 oinnews!storiés but when, as: frequently N
']f1happened, ‘it -Appéared in ghe copy for
‘ :;the dally weather report

“Agaln, thls 1s seen to be ffﬁ;,r'\

b - [N » ', “\ S

becawse many publlshers have never worked as reporters.‘h

.7;ﬁ¥ The exoterlc attltude taken by reporteré toward | ’-fi%if“ ‘ ?i'l

-

between ownerszthson and Herder, reporters are 1nd1rectly {:.;t'f'@}“

accu31ng Herder of the same eV1ls as, Tﬁomson has been so ;f,f RS

of cutbacks 1mposed by the Thomson Organlsatlon.\one strlker ;ﬁfnéfa'

. . ., £ _-', . N . .

A - . DT o PN - * . C e

~frHIt‘s been Thomson kR phllosophy all R RSO A
" along - and it fits:in very well w1th.4"igv“*-ﬁ s o

. i1 "Herder's -~ w1th "the Herder . famlly NP S
“.'philosophy =-"/is that whe#i Roy Thomsong I AL

.0 started off, he said,” "Okay =- you: pay;,?@fT?vg"'

" thege 'guys next. to nothing, they get a T-~'n;f:”," MR Rt

o 1ittle bitof: ‘experience and. they -go off PR N
somewhere else” to. build on “the ground-' iTM A

SRR ,work that they bullt up ‘here -~ "and ahizh, i
“;BzAlden Nowlan,ﬂ"The New Brunsw1ck Papers. What - ﬁ

About the Irv1ngs°" in Canadlan Newsgapers.- The In81de ‘ f;.'Lf{ P
Sto ’ ‘ad .’ Walter Stewart (Edmonton-‘ Hurtlg Publlshers.<n1";5vyy:5 -

9 07, p-.6§~:. LR e . ek v
' i L . .. . 5 .: ‘.“, v ‘~ . o s
.ox PR L . - o L e P S .
: e e o . , IR .
£ .
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SR N 'A 'somethlng else.

Lo, ~ says about “the: character ‘of -the: company.fﬁ i
L ' _ Certalnly a. strange phllosophy.s% LT e M
S L ; ’.f The parallel thus hae grea‘t persuaswe strength. '
e

o N

| . . . " —.' \<:'“ e .;.;" ':: '.\" N
‘ | o s
R s they 4 rather do that, they a rathor - Lo e T
: S o .- . lose their top peéople’ by refuelng %o pay. oo T T

them moriey ‘and:.let them-go-on and do". L
‘T .don't" know -what. tha‘t S e

of both Thomson and Herder and thelr bellef that ‘the pr1me '

The

role of the newspaper J.S to act as a publlc serv1ce.

% use of anecdotes about Roy Thomson and the Thomson Drganls"t_'i.,

: o tlon and the parallel made by strlkers betyeen Thomson and

L , Herder are des:.gned to pereuage the r.eader/llst‘ener of 'the ";':. L
‘ unethlcal approach of “che Thomson Orgam.satlonz Reporters '

SR have utlllzed rhetorlcal sk:.ll in thls presentatlon of thelr

own values..; Anecdotes prov:.de colourful 1llustratlon of

NN =ty . "

thelr bela.efs. Donald Bryan‘f: has wr:.’cten tha‘t rhetorlc a

d’eals wu:h values and 'bhat these values are establlshed

wrl:h "'-" he a1d of J.maglnatlve reallsatlon, not hrough'. .

S ratlonal determn.natlon alone; and they galn foroe through_:
L : 84- i 5 ’_-‘_\' R

emotlonal anlmatlon. It ZLS not surprlslng. then, that

; reporters have relled on 'the presentatlon of 'the‘nega‘tlve

s:.des oi‘ the Evemn_g Telegram and the Thomson Organlsatlon, ::"-.f'_'.

such as the nega'tlve consequences of a paternatllstlc employer

and the Opposl‘blon they feel: towards owner/publlshers. ; The |

follomng dlscussmn on the problems reporters experlenced,:' e

5 B —l "-,"..': o . -44.. ‘:'-~\"-:_.4. SR
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-~ ” -;"GHAPTEI% ?'.TH.R-E.,E S

' *«?,-a unlon :Ln the\newsroom. It w1ll also look at the begln- SR
. nlngs o:f“ the strlke J.tself as rt was VJ.ewed by the reporters ‘I:‘:
‘as an. at"tempt to break the unlon._ On August an, 1979, the i'. S :
composung and press room employees were _'Locked out by '
:'management.. Negotlatlons on. the crafts contract had been
—'."_"proceedlng slowly 51nce February so they had‘ called for a .
| slow down 1n an efi‘ort to pressure management. As a result.
:management 1a1d off two women a.nd then the crafts held- an.
g n—plast strlke wh:.ch resulted J.n the lock out. ‘The reporters._.":-_:‘\..‘.31:.”_
hav:Lng ,]ust JOlned the same um.on as : the compos1hg and press R
| Vj,.ﬁ,room employeeSand negot:.atlng thelr flrst contract. were thUS
' ':-: in the awkward posﬂ::mn of hav1ng to cross thelr owrl uru.on s

: ",f'.plcket llne,: as the two - the crafts and the editorlal

'unlon. They dld thls for two weeks,\untll they /werelln é.

’I‘ION OF 'I‘HE‘UNION IN THE NEWSROOM

'narratlves conc:ermng the reporters' ‘experlences 1n :f‘ormlng

~

——

K . 3 . . ot -

e

v

| -':"‘staﬁ‘ o make uP two separate bargaming groups w1thin the IRAE

s

legal pos;LtJ_on to strlke. ' Reporters felt they had 'been

.

forCed on the streets :m a dellberate attempt to spllt and S




and thereby break the umon. as an' -exten‘si"o'n of-.eariier
attempts to thwa.rt the development oi‘ a unlon in the news-
a B room.. . o - ‘ '

Because taklng to the streets 1n a strlke 1S. ',

,"_ P s
L e

lthough not unlawful, a. dlsruptlon of normal events. the

act was :t‘eit by the reporters to require a certaln a.mount of

3ust1f1¢at10m - It was :Ln thn.s context that reporters made

I

comparlsons between Roy Thomson and hls organlsatlon and

1

the Herders, z.nvokmg the anecdotes and?the theme of patern

.f,.

"y BN

. 1sm to establlsh thelr case for taklng the flrst strlke actlon

o i

ln their new unlon 5 exper;xence. In explalnlng thelr v1ews S

: s 3 of the strlke to me, the reporters i‘elt :Lt 1mperat1ve to T

P . glve a hlstory of the unlon and 1ts attendant problems AR

although I neVer asked for th1s hlstory SRR

o | The statement by one reporter that-." "We started S T | \‘;-,‘I

talklng about a unlon last August and ,J.t was about a year i T

1ater that we flnally ended up on strlke 1ndlcates the
1mp11c_1t connectlon reporters made between the unlon s :

"'. formatlon and the strlke 1tself. S Labov and Waletsky s

3

work on narratlve as 1t relates to temporal sequence m the i

£l

retelllng of narratlves w111 be dlscussed at the end of the

vey

L ohapter to further 111ustrate the I:eporters po:.nt.%- .‘ ,\'
a c Umon bustlng 1s not w:Lthout precedent 1n Canadlan
newspapers and the reporters were Well awa‘re of thls. :,-

- L

R zw:.lllam Labov ‘and: Joshua Waletsky. . "Narratlve DR 1
-"“‘,Analys:Ls. Oral Ver51ons af Personal Experlence." iri-Essays e E
. -‘_,‘on the'- Verbal ‘and.Visual: Arts. ed June Helm (Seattle:

f,\"[Unlvers’lty of Washmgton Press, 1973). p.. 13. D E

'-'-'. o e S r\-,. ; I
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. _Carleton Un:wermty, ‘Alison Hare documented the 19??

: Internatlonal Typographlcal Un:.on.
pollcy éppears to have been s:.mllar to that o:t' the Ev'enlng
. -.:',;Telegg

o "Hare 8! descrlptlon."'

. Hare s account s‘l:ates that the Hera.ld dlsmlssed ten edltorlal

A the Herald d1d hlre the 51x back but when the unlon vote was
'."flnally taken, the result was I‘orty-mne to twenty-four ."-‘ v

' agalnst the unlon._ Hare felt that “I *the orunch, 'the .
Herald fal'l:h:lf‘uls."_;S The case :Lllustrates one of the problems
the Even:L j Telegram employees would face 1n thelr OWn B !

R attem‘pt to form a. unlon. AT ."‘:?1.:‘-' N

':Amerlcan Newspaper Gulld 1n 3.969 documen-l:ed a hlstory of TR

o :Hohours Research Pro,]eet Carleton Unlverslty, p. l. s A

EAS T'i : 5.Hare, p. 23 -

o

In her honours dlssertatlon ‘for the Department of Journallsm,‘;

attempt by Hallfax Herald employees to form -8 un:.on wn.th the ,'f'} ST

3. The Herald s employment

Thls

The four-storey bulldlng was full of

Herald -faithfuls, who: had: built, careers

w

. ‘wigh-the: company, -saw it ag-a; paternal-'
"'*1stlc employer -and. ‘felt indebted’ to.its’
'*‘benevolence. The company Wwas proud of LT et
~ itg employ&es and proud of 1ts employees R

: "1oyalty AR . , . s

‘employees J.n November, 1977 durlng the helght of a un:.on

"_‘drlve - Bix of those dec:.ded 0. flght back. As a result.

k8

- emp‘loyees had retreated to the securlty o:f‘ thelr roles of

¢

"' . - ' '_ . I T
" . s . [ S . . BN . . . s

The brlef submltted to the Davey Report by 'l:he

- LT
S -‘ _.‘ . . _"",' ) ;:_'. i
N . ot

wy el AT
o

3Hereafter referred to as ‘bhe I T U.‘:. N
.4 .

AlJ.son Hare, ~-'Massa.cre on Argyle St., '? Unpub. -

‘R
P o
1
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’tlve sent J.n to help set°up the unloﬁ He descrlbed the " N

reason behlnd 1ts fallure.. . o La -

the managing -editér "had calied . them in: to

STk AR
; 2 The need for secrecy 1n the 19?8 drlve to form "a
g | E 'umon J.n tne neWSroom orf‘ .thfe‘ Eirem LTelegram was made‘ even '
'j i - \more 1mmed1ate by the memory of an ea,rller attempt whlch was o
i E “"‘halted once management learned of 1t" In l9?i. the Newspape.r
‘ S l':a“‘.-“:,i’:(}ulld attempted to unlonlze not only the newsroom. but also_-“i_ R s
‘ \"":A.-".'the van <dr1vers, the advertlslng department and whatever -.
i ';.{;other departments we’re not already eumon.:l..z.’ed; "'I‘h’ewelement
) “* ",’,whlch most current reporters remembered and commented on wae
' ,‘ e :::5.'that newsroom employees had been talked out of the actlon by v
I 4 ;' ; | ’the managlng edltor_ : ‘
" ., : .‘ 'A“Journallsm avt Carleton Umvers.lty, was’ the Gulld representa—‘ffv','-,‘ B

- " S .

it

We were all ready to go and the == I thlnk
it -was ;the" last trip’ I was ‘going to’ make 1n
there before we went- ahead and had car‘ds K
s:Lgned for- the appllcatlon. Arryway ~= I t PERNTRRUS
got in and I ‘'had a‘call. 1mmed1ately from - o AN
’ ‘,-; -two. of my key people ‘== in. fact, they were* ' LA
- “the key . people. Anyway -— they said ‘that:

“haye: a- chat and had’ expressed some’ surprrse ,
”at them: Jbeing; interested in. joining =& unlon -“.-,‘...‘
. that he: thought they -had a good- career- at .
the paper ‘and that, he\tl}ought -they -were' _" AR
. ‘professionals.and-how: Could: profe531onals e
~ » . consider, gog;pgwinto‘ a union.that would CornL
7 also inelufe’ vandtivers: < And.thisiis the L
Pl old éLitist- argume,nt that" publlshers
4 ofteén will make, At any rate -—-they were St
,-my key people.l'* g foer T ~, B ;




2 S : Lo .

: . - |
i Sepleor Ik
: f

£ 60
N > I think management got ahold'of‘ some, of ) . ‘
o : _ ) the veterans and ah -='tried to talk them N IR
e out of it.  Which they did.  And ah .-- & : IR

- '..gradually, as one veteran fell apart and S
- -another veteran fell apart, the whole
‘ shebang :E‘ell apart. '

Thus, thelr stra‘begy for the 1978 attemp't relled heav:Lly on

AL : LN
RN IS S A
o .

' the need for secrecy and steadfastness should managemen't learn-n-',;, L

) N
of ‘bhe drlve. e AL TN

‘."&'.: . - ?,: As outllned 1n the, -prev:Lous chap'ber, numerous

PN S

R

RN factors led the reporters to " unlom.ze“ These 1nmluded

' more regular standard for ralses :Ln salary. and the 1s ue of -
- ] over‘tlme as well as worklng condl'b:Lons. Some saw 'bhe orma-
- tlon of the union as a chance to° stop wha't -they saw as 'the ;
B ' ] deterloratlon of the EvenJ.ng Telegram s qualrby s:.nc. thé . ‘
' o o Thomson purchase.v_ w'.'j s ..'( 3 \ <} '
¥ | ‘ ‘ On the :Lssue70f wages, one repor-ter s.ta;ed ha’c ‘\ - _ .
"Every dec-ent wrlter who & ever been at “t;he Telegr has ﬂlef’c B f

elther for more money or a ‘better Job, or ‘in i:otal d,"sgust

S because of the’ way he was treated Another desor'_bed the

o way 1n whlch worklng at the Evenlng Telegram had cha ,ged hlS

attltude 'bowards unlonsa B :."j TR AL

Coar P

e . R SRR
S '-;-So, I should say - I hadn t had a uni\on e T
o 0L v bent for a long time, although my - father C e e
o e 0t e o0 Y was a ‘member af :the~L.S.P.U. . T always R
Lo ‘ : ~jj;:scoffed ‘and’ scorhed’ -=.1I. hated unions: up’ T e
S untils I went. t9. the-Telegran’and I, walked\ ;, el
... smack -into it.. e The,, attitude” of ‘Herder . SRR
v andall the’ others. =~ ‘It, was, that" paternallstlc

. A".‘:“"‘j,.";..'bhlng tha‘t they got away wrth for years '
4 151n‘t;erv1ew. 7 Ma.y 1981. Fleldnotes.__ - s
,A:'lslnterv:.ew, 1+ November ,1979, MUNFLA # 81 6]_1, :A




A‘"},i' of 1mprOV1ng the quallty of the paper.:a hope he gave up

':-, ; v1ewed and they deserlbed thls period at length. detalllng

;:¢¥ descrlbed the event:_,.;w'ﬂ

.*f*fqﬁl.ffﬁ : mornlng And f can rememher bélng R

61

.and years. So all that compounded to
change my views on unions and, of .
course -- I suppose it was a matter of Lo
not Judglng until - you find yourself in
"the position,: Whlch Ais what.I was . .
. doing before. I always equated unions = : .
w1thl?ard ‘hats, lunch cans and Export
A's, .

,eef ‘
- A8 to the quallty of the newspaper, one reporter, who spoke

: more about the hlstory of the unlon than the strlke 1tself.

"stated that he had begun motiOns towards a unlon An: the hope

A"

shortly aften the strlke ended.:;Thls bellef that 1t 1s the

o

flrst respon31b111ty of a newspaper to prov1de a- publlc fﬁ

'serv1ce has already been mentloned and w1ll be further '.
explored in the ohapter on the Shlp Inn. The confllct T S

1

between 1deal and actual practlces 1n the 1ndustry is one-of -

- -the largest sources of frustratlon felt’by the reporters and

—

often results in reporters leav1ng Journallsm altogether.>5,

In the fall of 1978,~then. after years of talk 1%.’L3ﬁ""‘;-;1y
S about a unlon, three Evenlng Telegram reporters flnally sald - -

~'"Let 5 do 1t '18 Two of the three were among those 1nter~'

[ co-

doubts and problems.: They’hEEE;; meetlng at one of the L'
:d those who they felt would be 1nter— ‘

three s home and 1nv1

ested. The reporter“at whose home the’ meetlng was held ';“fzflf;7ﬂ“s

‘.,\._‘A 3 . i

S
LN N

And we had 1t here on & Saturday R

'7.4',

l71nterv1ew. 25 February 1981. MUNFLA # 812 611-;

lalnterv1ew, 1 December 1979. MUNFLA # 81~ 611.,_?2#,{@2“: L
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really nervous, you know, 'cause I
figured =- maybe one or two people would - ‘ -~ A
show up.... By around twelve.o'clock. or - REECI PFENEO
so, people started pouring in. Next ‘ 3 IR
thing -1 knew we had practlcally “the T R
whole newsroom.=7. ‘ o o N IR
" After the enthu31ast1c response 1t was dec1ded that the news-- -~ ..

N 8 =
A e

fimonths for a reply, the reporters 1earned that the Gulld was }_ﬂ; . -
L’é3n0t 1nterested, presumably because the Evenlng Telegram news-‘fﬁ ;i‘
J;f ;:room would have represented too small a—\ﬁit.f Tﬁg I T U'5fjgff ;;,.
. was then approached but they too turned the reporters dow; ‘“Tk':g
“ﬁj{hdueﬁa“%tas they W111 not EO lnto a bulldlng where another unlon 1s<~
:;Q“é_ o v,‘already present.. The crafts J--the comp051ng and pressroom~é_li::l23:${ﬁh}<
g . " i;employees --.had been members of the Internatlonal Prlntlng ST
Tand Graphlc Communlcatlons Unlon 51nce %he prlntere had ' ‘

JR P S S W ot S P AT
- ] B - T LT
. T .

Tltroom should contact the NewsPaper Gulld After waltlng two ‘L

20

3\; ”t‘{301ned the unlon 1n the nlneteen fortles. The reporters '-fh

then de01ded to contaet the I P G C U. and eventually a -
.‘maaollty 31gned unlon cards. They now make up Local hul of

"’f.the St John s Allled Prlntlng Unlon, ah afflllate of the}'fw"'

o

Varlous employees 1n the neWSroom. such as desk

‘ vlf_:edltors. were not told of the unlon drlve becauseithevf} _ _
’ ~reporters thought they ﬁ.:. mlght 1et Herder know there was Jti

w2l

' f:unlon talk on the go.-' ThlS statement contalﬁs an 1mport-

=t f"ﬁﬁ“°: fant element in the events.t‘there were people who WQIQ;HOt

19Interview.\10 August 1980, Fleldnotes.‘”"f
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-ty x R T
' ’ ‘ “ - : o T : . ' .
) ‘ told about ‘the union attempt for fear management would find '
R . - out, as they had'in 1971, and .defeat the attempt. These . . B R
v et P o I B
4 ] employees were descrlbed as “Scabs even before the oppor-
S o tunlty was presented to them."22 Because of -this nxlety,
bf, .secrecy had to be malntalned throughout the drlve. 'Fofmer v
B ; assoclate edltor chk Colllns stated';hat management had :
?u '.{;suggested to hlm that he“llsten around for~talk of a; unlonrfrﬂ.,f
S ?anolllns refused to comply. prlmarlly on.the grounds that:i;fwi\l
'~' ﬁxflﬁg};ax{“l hadn t spent 31x years 1n the army durlng the war aust g
X o SRR ]
E S to come back and stop other people,irom hav1ng freedom to g
; ? f"'ﬁfform a unlon or: whatever.na%flﬁf?57p" ,;”1:<,~i
; . In order to aV01d management 1nterference thls tlme, - L-T?ﬁfi
i “-the reporters dld not ask those "loyal employees" who were | b
. ) llable to ... run to tell Steve Herder and. tell h1m that %’
N 4 they were.asked to 301n a un10n.~24 ‘rjeporter descrlbed ..j"."'Aflﬁ?;-
i ”the secrecy. ﬁlj f-_l‘f;i. e o : (~’Aﬁtl f" ‘rlf' 3t";“55‘
" he next thlng you knew, we’ were s;gnlng <
’";unlon cards ‘ih March.and all having these.
covert secret meetings: -~ llke every. second - e D
»'weekend or: something,: right == at people - A SN
.. houses -~ determined. that Herder's not. ol T e e e
T T [going £6 £ind -out ‘about it thig-time.: . And oo
e S Tin  fadt,” the week very approprlately. that,f\yé‘~ .
Ty i) -we celebrateéd-the one hundredth. anniversary - - .- | ¢
. of the’ Telegram‘—- was -the week that we all et
i:-51gned ‘our. unlon,cards:.- "They don't. llke"
-qaunlons and they ‘don* -t llke gnlons 1n the ;
newsroom. for some reason.' e - ' o

,tﬁz Interv1ew, 4 ﬁovember 1979,,MUNFLH'¥ 81 611. )

»

- ;ifﬁozjlnterv1ew, 7 May 1981. Fleldnotes.""
o 20 ‘

-

Interv1ew, lO August 1980, 1eldnotes.-r

"”;;;i??IpterY;QW. 24 November 1979. MUNFLA # 81 611.w‘-if‘55“""'




.,ifiof trlumph lndlcates f«'?f;flm ‘.-”f; .~fi5" 7:‘5“

'\ﬂhlf;:r?"he put .it. <= "There: it was‘? And | that

'f'fcatlon,.he called up each.ré?orter separately to hlS offlce.vwk

64

ThlS tlme the reporters dld manage to ‘keep the drlve a

»

Secret and . publlsher Steve Herder only learned of the attempt )

_at unlonlzatlon when he. was-offlclally notlfled by the Labour .
Relations Board. The- reporters were proud of their success

4 keeplng the’ drlve a secret. as the follow1ng expre531on

v

.4,"One mornlng in March, Herder opened Cle T
mail’ “- one- Tuesday mornlng - and,_ \jj_j-n”jjjgﬁf

'?4*was the first he heard about it 6

‘nHere the narratlves of those 1nvolved echo each other._ The 3;5

‘*narratlves about thls 1nc1dent begln'“'"He called up every

51ngle one of, us to hlS offlce

”ever one 1nd1v1dually “ T and "He took ever bod u
y ) s y y pl

‘-:smoked 01garettes,

, *fo*dldn 't say anythlng

A

L 7 “So Herder called up

/ S
w29 .

028

‘Vﬁ'then mentlon the publisher s dlscouragement of the un1on..:: 3

:and conclude-, "I aust sat there and looked at h1m and

3— "I Just sat there and llstened to hlm,-”

‘njl and nI auSt didn £ say anythlng."gz

"Thls cluster of narratlves around the_same event descrlbe Ja .

z i Lo o - . Y.

“ Lo R . RV B O A S

. . . R . - i B a ~_.A L
. "(

.26Interv1ew, l December 1979. MUNFLA # 81 6ll.

}:27Interv1ew. @ November 1979-‘..MUNFLA # Bl 611' Lt
‘;rZBInterv1ew. 21 November 1979,‘MUNFLA # 81 611" lﬁﬂ
Zudtngntervlew. 24 NOVember l9?9. MUNFLA # 81 611.¢‘2;:“f'

nﬂj°1nterV1ew. 4 November 1979' MUNFLA # 81 5llcwa,:ﬂ;f""T
/ il
31

Interv1ew, 21 November 19?9, MUNFLA # Bl 611.. ‘f'f‘ﬁtfﬁf‘
3 Interv1ew. 2# November 1979, MUNFla # 81 6ll. ;filiﬁrﬁéi‘*?
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Narratn.Ves’,"‘Western Folklore, 87" (1978), 211. "

'confrpntation~that was exberienced*both individﬁallj and.

collectlvely. Thelr 31m11ar1ty 1ndlcates the solldarlty of

‘

the group at: thls time An 1ts stand agalnst management.
Furthermore. they descrlbe a passlve stance.' reporters
sat and Were s1lent as Herder talked on. Thls lS the

opp051te 31tuatlon to the one to be dlscussed 1n the.

PRI

follow1ng ohapter on the plcket llne, 1n Wthh the cluster

.1,

of narratlves descrlbes an aotlve stand as the reporters }1‘

were 1nvolved 1n a- demonstratlon on the plcket line. Thesefy,fi

one. another. Jack Santlno has noted the same tendency 'f“nsfu

«°~

regardlng actlve and pas51ve stances and thelr relatlon to
the structure of narratlves.. In studylng the narratlves of
those who work on the rallroad. Santlno found that narratlves

arlsev";.i out of- and deal w1th each of the relatlonshlps

. .

and 1nteraotlons that are part of the occupatlon,“

1n thls:l

33

' case. the relatlonshlp between tralnmen and englneers. nGNICRR

The narratlves of those in a subordlnate 51tuat10n. thevf?;r u,”

LI Do

tralnmen, arlse out of a more pas31ve stance and concern -

L% B «
' N

how somethlng ls done to them.:'Thevenglneers,'ln a super—:-

ordlnate p031t10n. plcture themselves 1n.a‘more 1nd1V1dua1— '

i

‘::1 narratlves are hlghly 1nd1v1duallstlc and vary greatly from&f‘

1stlc p031t10n. ~Thus. the reporters narratlves are s1m11ar

S

at thls p01nt because of the pass1ve stanoe they took agalnst ’

the superordlnatlon of publlsher,_Steve Herder.:f.f

Another reasgn for the s1m11ar1ty in. the former

Aty el Tl

',;: -

33Jack Santlno, "Characterlstlcs of Occupatlonal

'
f
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wcase is that the, narrat:wes represent a strategy developed

*

- to deal w1th Herder. The event Was later recalled and

rel:Lved in the sem:L OfflClal headquarters and nearby bar,

'the Shlp Inn ‘( One reporter explalned why he knew what to

: to hlS offlce.,

w'.,t

. __-The performance of narratlves' 1n the Shlp Inn prov:.ded.

'expect and how to react when Herder :t‘lnally called h1m 1n

. R

But l d already heard 1t about ten tlmes ,‘ :
-.;,\,,over becéause each: person went up revealed

- :‘exactly what Herder sald. over 1n the

;2 Ship-Inn afterwards.. “Much-ito everybody
‘elge’'s deﬁlght. . We had 2 great laugh

{_over 1t. A TR

“':,".‘entertalnment whlle also allow1ng the reporters to develop

A'a strategy w:Lth whlch to deal w:.th the confrontation. -

Reporters felt that the strlke had been fprced

"upon them J.n a consclous effort by management to break the

: _unlon. - ThJ.s 1nterpretatlon was also presented by’ ‘fellow

v unlonlst Rlchard Cashln... Cashg.n publlclzed thls 1ssue when

e e

'}he spoke to the strlkers on the plcket lJ.ne and was sub—

_.‘sequently quoted J.n the strlke paper. 'I'he Slggal‘ ;.".: .

o f ;Strlklng and 1ocked out employees of
. 7 -the Evening Telegram ‘are fighting "one
. lof the'most. s1gn§f1cant Tabour’ battles
. ever. fought,"” ‘says Richard Cashin, . """ =
. ~'president of - “the Newfoundland Flshermen.
- 7. /Food and’Allied Workers' Union:... - -

:Cashln descrlbed the dlspute as no
:".ordlnary strlke s1tuatlon. and*said™

' .. " that:the ‘erux-.of ‘the: present ‘situ- .

_"atlon is” that the Thomson Corporatlon_ '
‘ig. denylng ‘the workers the rlght to )

-~..'have a unlon.

“.-34341nterv.1ew, l Decembert 1979, MUNFLA # 81 611. N
"-35"Teleggam strlke ‘one’ of the most slgnlflcant 1n o

Nfld hlstory." The Sl@.g._l 28 September 19?9' :wp. ll. i







:'a"ftemporal sequence 1n the relatlng of narratlves

ifl'lt early August? He replled-

,; 5523;-}f Not. qulte - 1t began ih. March. when ‘we -

-68

show who's the boss{'38

AWhile'the'crafts contract was settled and. the crafts stayed

out whlle the. edltorlal contract was settled. When the strike.-

ended, many of the reporters feared that the more mllltant

:fmembers of the unnon would be weeded out and that the union
. <. - ’
would gradually fall apart.' So far thls hasn't happened, 'ln B

: fact. a thlrd group. the advert1s1ng department, has recently "“ L

joxned the unlonr? "%;Lﬁ?:;h;pﬁ' ‘f;.:‘*“

P Labov and Waletsky s analytlcal work on narratlv'lﬁ,

‘";ydlscuSSes the de31re on the part of the narratqr to follow

39

When a e

"reporter assoclates the date of the str1ke W1th the tlme of ikﬁ L

'.unlon dlscu351on, 1t 1s te be 1mp11c1tly understOOd by the

3

“llstener that the strlke was Only one 1nc1dent 1n the
;struggle for a union.. By detalllng the problems anOlVed 1n '

'«gthls'struggle, the reporters persuade thelr 1lstener that BRI

hey were austlfled 1n taklng the actlon. l.e._"Hltting thef;‘

':hstreets L4 that they ?1d. To open dlScds31on, I asked oneft"

';ireporter at what date in August had the strlke begun-—- wasﬂnp,

U, .first ‘gigned uriion cards.f In fagt --7it.

- began. even before - then -- ' peérhaps ‘a year’

. -ago. September, when: ah —-.the Boys flrst
"’S}fstarted talklng abOut a unlon i G
The strlke, presented 1n such llght. 1s not to be v1ewed 1n'

:". I AP

38Intervlew, 25 February 1981. MUNFlA # 81 611"

.w‘ N

-
4 Interv1ew, 4 November 1979. MUNFLA # Bl 611.4

The'reporters stayed on the streetSJ‘-

39Labov and Waletsky, p. 13 ﬂ{:“.gliht, V‘f;j'jfhif{ﬁ?g::}_q
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Lploket 11ne 1n relatlon to the strlkebreakers.who erossed

lpubllshlng as. well as examlnlng the’ role of the pollce,

. partlcularly durlng the September twelfth demonstratlon.

:7' ggal w1ll also be dlscussed.: Flnally, the appllcatlon ofn“
'iﬁﬁconcepts of rltual and rltes of passage may ald 1n underJ
. standlng the reporters

‘fthe new¢exper1ence of

'llnes. As the strlke wore on and they found thelr p051t10n'iﬂlh ]‘y
idncrea51ngly frustratrng,vreporters found that they had to ~;J55;3;?§h
*ohange thelr conceptlon of the plcket llne.; These frustra- s
-‘rlons, and thelr eventual translaflon 1nto phys1cally e
ublocklng the publlo from enterlng the Evenlng,Telegram

"‘fbulldlngs.,grew out bf a number oP'facts.; Not only were
;gthey confronted w1th a publlc who was 1argely unaware of andﬁl”“i

:geometlmes hostlle to«thelr plcket llne. they‘had to watch aspy”}:"
fﬁthe Evenlng Telegram contlnued to publlsh each day through Fé'ji;?:;:p ﬁi
1;‘the ald of scab labour. Productaon of thelr own paper, The ;;::;ﬁru?{
‘f:51ggal .also 1ncreased tens1ons, ag” dld management s actlon t'

'ffwhen they flred assoc1ate edlto\\WLck Colllns when hq refused

”istrlkers ln completely new 91tuatlons and were reapon91ble for

_'t*f“;ithe strlkers confu31on ln deflnlng thelr pOSLtlon on the'streets.

the 11ne and allowed the' Evenlng Telegram to contlnue‘f'

K )

[
—_—

The presence of placards and the selllng of such propaganda

""Boycott the Telegram" buttons and the strlke paper, The T{U‘*'

0.

perceptlons durlng what for them wasn

'belng on the streetsl”

At the beglnnlng of the three month Strlke, the

\

reporters felt that the publlc hFd rlght to cross thel

s

. o A .
s T L. SRR

~

.

’gto take on reporters dutles., All these factors placed the :laﬂﬁf;i
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: ffthe publlc whOvcrossed thelr llnes.- As the weeks woreaon, v
E‘- ..1'- ..-Z . ‘ N __ : .‘Q’.J .
E 4 -— " the strlkers became 1ncrea81ngly aggre381ve towards the"'

“?7use of verbal aggre881onf“

“a, f°r’“allty- AR AS a symbol. the plcket 11ne 1nformed the*"" c

"f}general publlc and non-strlklng employees that the strlkers

'~publlc.“ Although they were 1n1t1ally tacthl whlle on the fl:f:}?ﬁ:

f;llne.,w1th1n a few weeks thls approach was replaced by the

«'Elast few weeks by the not lettlng them 1n at all and

ﬁ~also swearlng atithem stage;

:month concentrated on the 11ne as a “symbollc gesture“3 ort

'fhad_put thelr JObS 1n Jeopardy and that by cr0331ng the llne

V;they had hurt the strlkers cause by allowlng the employe;"

Lo

a been on strlke before. 1n1t1a11y found thelr p031t10n to be

..\

'T,CﬁA‘”"f; 2Interv1ew, 24 NOVember 1979, MUNFLA # 81 éll.u.ﬁ

fo the last weeks’of the strlkef{ng;T“Z'ti"“'

u..

-

/“"‘ Deflnltlons of the plcket llne durlng thErflrst

a, .

.
Q, '(.

e a N

to contlnue functlonlng almost normally._.7gfu

As p01nted out above, the strlkers, havlng never"

oo T o . SRR
[ oo, R n,-~.- : »g:. e
4 . . K

BInEEEEEEW. 30 September 1979, MUNFLA # Bl 6ll.ﬁ;,,yg::}q1.ﬂ
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T -t rather amblguous one."They 1ntellectuallsed thelr" -
D . B * - “oar

. ] p051tlon and made‘an effort to be pollte to those members

of the publlc who trled to cross thelr llne. As one: reporter i

. K .‘..
[N b -

pu'b -J.'b ) R '_,:‘”-’ L .,";

Ih”In the beglnnlng, Jesus. ‘we' were Just L
L there and Christ: -~ T ,dont. thlnk anyf, .
Tiofus” actually opened doors 0. let TR
.- people ‘iny but'it’ was. that. ludlcrousruﬁﬂﬂ-n;.»
L We just didn't know how a ploket llne;;""'
Jwas handled.5,-.,.T &

_:follow1ng way’/ ‘fpj'ﬁ fff,ff“ﬂff g \
-7;f35.".f0ne of the guys may plck up hlS 51gn

. .and ‘walk back and: forth, -but most of ' R Te e
N the tlge we spent 1ean1ng on our plcket e
z _'51gns o ”TW” P ‘_. P

" to RN

Pa331ng the tlme. flndlng out who was down at the.Shlp Inn -

jhav1ng a beer, dlscu531ng storles to cover 1n The Sl al,

*\ 'x

'

'“ﬂthe reporters hoped the plcket llne oould stlll functlon as

::a psychologlcal block to stop pe0p1e frOm enterlng the;'m"

bulldlng.;; ~L'W,i'v v*fi;jﬁﬂf.;{-Iwﬂn~, L;;p:'::“'yyfmﬁk

.
. I 1

o oo .

J[f;.¢37i‘.: At thls<p01nt rn the strlke, plcketens found That Q{u
eome people would come up to the llne, commlserate=w1th “gﬂ‘}'f

e
them, partlcularly on the 1ssue of Malnland scabs, and fhen

.n-r_ s

" . “o

fallure of thls flrst@approach Was underllned by the fact
a that some members of the public hardly notlced thelr ji

rush through whlle the strlkere"_backs were turned., The “‘157fj:i'5£
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a : But ag: :Lt progress:wely got, on. --{;f‘-, '

"l:goddamn S‘bI‘lke = .we re so goddamn understandlng

. They: were all ready to go.in, and they
"z -come to. the plcket line and didn't
rédlise you- were" there. "Wha't the
~heck are you guys.doing here?" <I don't

"+~ know where they were -- :they must have

been in never never. land’ --.or maybe

.':‘ L '. ' e .
. o

The repor‘ters, 1n retr\ospec‘t, were qul‘be consc:Lous o:f:‘ 'the

L

ohanglng cohceptlon of the plcket line-

g “'-} And” agaln - 1t 's really funny how 1't' R
: "‘cha'nged - the flrst month we. were. on car

N

i ‘gtrike’ theré was. none of’ -bhat shit. 7 . :

" .w,‘:-'Jesus - :L:t‘ a nun :came- over you'd.- PR
Ti- Uvcall-her a :E‘uck:.ng scab, you: know- -- P
dJ.dn t make & dlfference who "it- was. SO

e
v Kl

The approach of the flrst :E‘ew weeks was soon felt 'bo be

i 1neffect1ve as pe‘ople contlnued to cross the llne.., Others

s

" were. almost unaware of thelr presence. as p:.cke'bers stood 1n

\,:vscattered arrangement around the doors. the:Lr plcket s:Lgns

" of‘cen lef‘b lean:l.ng agalns‘cr.walls or parked cars. : The p:.cke'b

3

_.'l:Lne went unnotlced to suchtl an extent that 11: led one

) 0

: .'T_freporter to. deSCrlbe certalP days ds 'f e llke a dollar

Lfor'ty—seven day msn.de and ﬁ:hey re. Juat g01ng 1n an out all

' ,'_'over the place ‘9”.. Before thls tlme, strlkers fel‘t the publlc

’"’I,fhad a rlght ‘co cross the:Lr 11nes.. 'As one reporter put 11:“,'"-' T

’ oy

."i,"durlng the strn.kes : “That 5 the goddamn trouble With: th:l.s_'"f._"~ e

e . ..10

AL . . \ :

e

RS 3 SN R s
) -, <L oD ,‘_ e ’-u. . .'.'l'
o : oy

7Interv1ew, 21 November 1979, MUNFLA # 81 611."--". Tl

.‘that s my perceptlon.'?. :j,-_ T S ‘ L
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When the presence of the plcket llne as a morally _ A

persuas1ve block falled. the strlkers were forced to alter

L Y

"%" “ ,J" thelr deflnltlon of thelr p051t10n and henpe of the role of”f»'-ﬂ;‘

thf plcket llne. As tempers became frayed, the experlence t'l lfb-ﬂﬂd

'.jin,ﬂ of belng on the llne was'no longer one of Just pa851ng the

~g.4?i?f\; ‘ tlme and some of the strlkers became abuslve.I\As the thlrdﬂl

;

. . .

v}&‘;¢335f;if}month wore on, some of the strlkers,,bellevlng that the ‘ify;fg': ;
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T7:long as. necessary to break them, and havlng never cOnfronted

4o
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L

y'ithe Organlsatlon 1n a,- strlke before. phySlcally blocked entry\‘

;L ; . ”to the Evenlng,Telegram,, ThlS actlon revealed thelr frus- fvug‘ihw;' "
. 'l tratlon and. p rhaps. a fear that the strlke was falllng. - . f

-';‘";“_-Qi At the beglnnlng of the thlrd stage, the strlkers ‘frf ;;i?fjf

ﬁ'_ég& ‘fjﬁ--ifideclded,,"Well what we 're g01ng to do is. stand here and' ;,3}.' :ﬁ}v L
{ilﬁuj {" 'gﬁﬁ.éwe re: Just not g01ng-to let them 1n at all and‘that 's; all I:;}:tuiéﬂfg;n
’ﬁf. d f' , i;'”dthere is’ to Lt "11"From pollte talk and persuas1on to verbalﬁiffb?i :

‘E;!ﬁiﬂ?f“'.:fgﬁivaggre551on, the thlrd stage of s1mply blocklng the,doors *if$5?§j7- ;é~?§f

‘:”ﬂ}fjuf;ﬁ::y%:developed.; ThlS approach worked’j‘TTji‘

AR

';?\A lot turned away because lot of P P
~'people Just walk by “+hé - ket ‘1ine jﬁw;{»
”~fuabsent—m1ndedly, not AHiT ing. it o
e LA o signifies anythlng CAnd a-lot "of -
as:%iq",jiu}ﬁgf}people ‘had, it p01nted out to “them --
S s oy du might say for01bly ~— that.the L
.. 'picket’ line- is-theére for a\purpose.:-}“""'
o Ithad: some -effeéet. * There' was' one: :
wo .‘._'~'.1ncldent where the. -fellow cross1ng
<. :the line: offereg V1dlence and had i
SRR 5,returned agaln.. . W
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R : B Bésides‘mdking tﬁe public more aware of the, pickef .

llne s presence and s1gn1flcance. the phy51ca1 blockade of : ’e Efﬁ@

T " the last month of the strlke became a concrete experlence‘ T ‘;§f7

rather than the purely 1ntellectual one of the flrst stage. ﬂi_f' t;ffg

”lflJfff‘ﬁ_ﬁ ;f"When I asked one reporterlwhat was dlscussed at thelr seml-n«

o;ﬁfiqi' ! R
he rep'led E | ‘.

anhlngs that happene
- and - gh: - negotiffi
7\ one‘ came’ up’to “you'
‘#gacross the plcket 1

| ~on’ thefplcket llne_-gJﬂy“ﬁ'5*5f7~H1;““
ns. ;Things.Ilike: some—' s e T
nd: wanted to barge ,f A
ne ‘and you blocked’ ™ - ..o - . :
-them or .something ljke. that -T.they became LR SRS T
ma jor victeries:after. awhile: -- _although’: SRUE RO B
‘we.-didn't want it to g0 that way because ﬁﬁf{,;ukj R "
e we . flgured it was their r right-to’ go across ..ty L. PN
‘v therline... Tt was-only the last month R S AN
"y or: 8o that we. started to physically’ block. . .0 . .7 o
T e ,people ard when we did, that was a.mdjor - -..  ~ ' U -ivp i)
Sup el el o LT "eoup,, for, ‘ug, “because it was the.only:’firm’ ';ﬁ_' RN P |

PR mTe .fgfthlng,that ‘you.. could grasp for that day. ¢ iR e |
: T Igngegotlatlons had:been"broken off, :there +-g, AT e
Ly ¢ o lhwds noisign of;-- that they- would. ever, . . . SRR FCH
. . . - get s gplng agaln.. -There was no yleldlng on

I yu"fﬁ“?"'—’j“}ffi:Thomson 8 part ‘atrall, or. anythlng else. _.Qﬁ._;ﬂf'?f Lf‘ gff;fli.
&?&f.TTjiuL,* c .oy itis that ‘the: llttle,1n01dentals “that oL Y . S R
T RTRARY U ‘happened. on the. plcket 1line  or with the}.

4 ¢ Uil -U-paper’ or with' scabs or-anything else: e ek
S : - 20 becane something we' could-hold up .and Loy
ST s L gay == "We'may - not-have negotlatlons, 7
: Y '*“4but We. cari do" somethlng w1th what we '

»;.. l B ,l.cx on

S s A e m S
'~jy;tang1ble way of expre531ng thelr frustratlons., These frus-;

]
‘

S a';‘ e e
NN R "'1‘:\‘“""»1 TN







A Lo e A
v e e b —— ,

Lt
o
! R
. et Ve
R
S
i .-‘i

‘ " occasions to go in and ‘wreck. the presses

".‘l‘he Publlc ' S

""'-tlnued to- enter the Evenlng Teleg_r bulldlng for« bu51ne

'..",ipurposes; those who came to the plcket llne spe01f1cally to

'"chart 1s based on .a, slmllar one developed by Ingrld Fraser

Theré was no radlcal element at all to T
the union, in comparlson with other :
unions. There.was a lot 'of passion and -

heat and everyth:mg. but-the radicalism

stopped short: of any kind. of physical. ’
violence. We. threatened on.'a. couple of
_ iand.that was towards.three months of ' Sor
. hav1ng been on'the streets.17 A

.‘;".':’:Perhaps 1f the strlke had gone on any longer.- some of the

,%

"j',j‘:strlkers would have~ become more v1olent As 1t was. some

found themselves do:.ng thlngs they had never done before and

KA

".:“1n 01rcumstances where normal rules dld not seem to apply.‘

+

n'-_Belng ‘on the streets was not 1n thelr preVJ.ous experlence
"’""and thelr r.a]gld reassessment of the functlon of the plcket

‘. llne can be seen 1n thelr changlng behav:.our there.
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Strlkers encountered three types of behav1our from

e B 1

"'the general publlC' : those who crossed the 11ne and con--

SS

v

offer encouragement and those people the strlkers met whlle

out sell:.ng The Slgnal, an act1v1ty whlch they v1ewed as an -

: extens:mn of the plcket 11ne because 1t was an opportunlty

PR ‘.o
AN

for them to explaln the:Lr case to the pule.c. 'I.‘he followmg

.

Ag_ . S

o 1n her thes:.s on‘ ‘the occupatlonal folklore of bar musicnans.

.J‘

It dealt w1th the performers relatlonshlp to thelr audlence

|-| «\.

ST

"




5o
and is based on étic categories. l.-'The..b’eha\.ri'our' strikers

S

encountered from 'the publlc can be class:Lfled 'in the

1

§

!

!

i O

b . followmg way-
‘ :

i

.:',-‘\; o ‘,: ," Place S TE e’,' o ', B Behavmur :

pncket‘hne S hostlle ~hice, those ” antlclpa'l?e..d )

g 1'.1- 'i‘- ST e who crossed the 11ne SRS

’ ""p‘i'cl_c,e"'t‘. _1:.in.e'.i'-"'; : ' supportlve - member
SRR o:f‘ another unlon ‘

ﬁeutral

RERPR

Frasen dlfferentlates ‘between "antlclpated“ and "expected" S

_.. -

R & ¥ per.former knows an 1nd1v:.dual he ,
o .-+ . can expect a certaln type-of; behavn.our
RS R .~ 7.+ FTrom them,. The actions of strangers

0 S Y SR can, only be antlclpated.l9 5

;j,..‘ ) Because they could not have antlcrpated the public s, o

reactlon:m ’ohe thlrd case. some strlkers fOund the support_

v “ .
w .
3

; encountered here to be the most encduraglng. -
* The hostlle group has already been dlscussed 1n

e the first sectlon of 'l:hle chapter when, as a result of - thelr

c ‘A | actlons. 'bhe~pl<;ket l:me f:Lnally became a phy31ca1 blockade.;». A-.,:'f"j'“'-".'a,‘” L
. Thls sectlon w:.ll deal ﬁrst W11;h the actlons of ;thosé
B N ‘_ o ‘hembers of "che‘ inubllc who were outwardly supportlve. The “‘"";'-}' .
. ; I chapter w111 then glve a; brlef outllne _ofl The Slgg_lal and RERERT IR

RN . lBIngrld Fraser,-"'Publlc ‘J,‘rad:.tlon in: an Urban
"Contextz~ ‘An -, Occupatlonal ‘Folklore- Study of. Musm:.ans in’ T
-8t John's, " M.A,. Thésis," Memorial. Umversrty 1981, D 185
Tha:nke to. Cyntha.a 'La.mson, Who' suggested this: comparlsoh

"between members of an aud:.ence and membere of the~ pub11

~
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e o _The Slgnal _‘T ‘ . . 'U-h;
' Thus. the plcket 11ne drew support in a varlety of

ways. Of course support can_oome from the strangest places“

B s
P Ny

alncludlhg some of St John 5 best knoWﬁ—*treet characters.::‘

ot

6ne reporter found thls klnd of support entertalnlng

e ”;,@j“L'i,”;, Well, B e b K———-llkes to ha g around the IR
BTN ~H‘*”‘..1*n” ploket llne. 'He's a'character:, He- drrﬁks S
g bit -:he's half: crazy 0., begln\w1th. 7:"‘:-7"

And when ‘he-drinks; he'ls :more - crazy. On top

Of; that, he’loses the-use-of “his legso ,

5 completely ‘wheén he - drinks, . And: there was
”,one day a. couple of: moriths ago,fI was’; on

.. the’ plcket 11ne when 1t seemed like all RTINS NP

.the crazies in town dropped’ by. for, a chat. .V“wffl#f~{.fr"3;; ;

<-You -know . thls young fellow: who goss x‘;"v.*ﬁ{;v'i' SRR P

R »y - around in army uniform all- “the ' time? “3“-~: S s T Dt

S I A o "Well. ‘he buys. the Telegg regularly. R

B - : .No' ‘one talks to him, We don bother..:;»,f“: e L

S0 .. ..+ . ', He dodesn't.stop to’ talk “to us,--He doesn’'t - g S

o IR RPN I .. .even. -direct. any comments our: way: ~ Well, - L.g:'-', T e

©tw oo ie oneday, he .was.passing by, with the 0. L oo oo

e A - . " ::Telegram uhder his -arm, . and B----- K---?-ujfwwﬂ“ivg S Rt
Lepiuii.. .. -wWas’leaning on'somebody's.car; by-the’ . 7 e

R S0 plcket line =~ ' ‘loaded to ‘the gills, iAnd@ . 0 0 T
R "‘_. -ah <= he'sobered up briefly; "just long v B S At
B R enough o tell. us: -+ "See buddy~%here? ,f"; A
W‘"l’j ‘ "'. He S nu.ts ||25 ‘.‘,;-‘, L

. PR ,,,a N e

As stated earller, most strlkers found the most '.ffi>l e

A0 .<,'.

,”'g;fencouraglng area of support came from those members of the u‘;;f‘;‘

’*A publlc‘who they encountered whlle selllng The Slggg ., For

;\ manyllt.was thelr flrst real opportunlty to explaln thelr

case

‘;n what was a rather confus1ng strlker

Tﬂne'reporter

stated: g§j7*

?llkehthe“paper or they dont. llke the
paperf' Most of them'sald really posithe
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::‘the end oI‘ the strlke.'.

“on’ donat:l.ons.a s

i :ﬁthe laet edition appearlng on 2 November, tWO weeks before

“r

P S -

things, And a’'lot of people, when"they
realised that it .was. for the strikers -
< - . they.s rt o:t‘ turned/eround and ‘camne’ back
o ‘and opened their wallets and. gave you " like
‘ or Tifty. cents . ar something 1like
and said, "How's the strike go:\.ng'?"
sert of had' to keep pedéple up to.
on £, It was-,really wor'bhwhlle t0 .-

:m'ter‘ sted in 1t e

L.

The flrs“t edlt:.on of The Slgn_a came out on 21

.,ASSeptember 1979, a,nd we.s produced on a weekly hdﬁls, appear-' v

" ,3._1ng every Frlday.,, .The publlcatlon wen't: through seven 1ssues,

“ \-'

an average of sn,xteen pages. and sold for twenty flve cen‘ts

_-..

‘I‘he strikérs were respons:.'ble for all aspects of the ‘

‘l
,»-\

publlcatlon. ‘Whlch 1nc1uded sol:l.c:Ltlng advertlslng, jﬂdellver: RO

fiow that ‘there’ we:ge tha.'t: many people v AT

't was a. ‘cablo:l.d 1n i‘orma‘c. ran to .

PRV A
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;!-,:‘ fénera‘r aﬁd § 't'he nu.‘(tiber of people on 'the plcket llne dw1ndled

P

i eds the strlke wen't on" a.nd more tlme was- devoted to The

L Sig S‘trlkers sold The Slg_r_x not only .on the pi'cket

: ',11ne,. bu-t: 1n the shopplng malls, the bars, S the Confederatlon f

":,.‘

",“Bulldlng, the unlverslty, , and the corner stores.}_ Moﬁey had

s .

1(3"','.:; .‘bo be collected from the advertleers and corner stores and

,\“ 5 ~\' a- s - At

"‘f'then deposrted 1n 'bhe ba.nk o

g :z-fthlnk up. .he:Lr own storres and edi‘torlals, the WOrS‘t because .

o

..-‘J‘the t:l.me and energy tha't: went 1nto :L‘ts productlon 1ncreased

e t
W .-
o RN

the tens:.ons brought about by @xe strake :L‘tself. ‘:‘.Olné;r'

' repor'l:er descrlbed what he referred 'to as "The darkest daY"

The day 'that the. second 1ssue of The Slgnal R
- was delayed and everything went-wrong =~ . .-
_'we were late’and we had frouble with.the: AN
lawyers and squabbles =~ péople "got. really o
depreesed...., "That ‘was the ‘darkest’ day. I 0
think.<~ that ‘oné/ “I seemed'fl‘_lke all “the
~efTorts: were. going to waste-for: that: week.‘-"-.i :
“As it was Iuthink we® only S6ld eight or i v
“io, 000. . papers 't:hat week:: And not belng .
‘ able to: sell the. newspaper “on Fr::.day nigh't
meant we had to .go out: on Saturday and_ D
S you're: talkmg about -a.six day a- week s
faffair:. On’the ‘weekends;. I- just. sat’ down_ P
n"',and read; llstened to: mus:Lc, recharged --"-""
‘be cause on Monday Igornlng, you had 1:0 start
1'b all over aga:.n. . -




e

: . - -Then’ Frlday. FrJ.day nn.ght and Saturday SO s
L ,;and/or Saturday night’ —- you're selling: . . .7
. "The -Signal. | Three: or.’ four 1nstances I
o .- wrote uE somethlng for The Slgnal on .

' :'Sunday. 8 '

P B . .
e e b e - RPN

. . . . ;

Some found the work to be more ‘I:han the actual .]ob at the

EVenlng Telegram had been, whlle for others one of Jche major

< -
e

dllemmas waé how to produc:e a paper and not end up act:.ng

)4.<

Labrador, a large flshlng port planned for 'Harbour Grace, g

W e

and a ‘by ele.ctlon. Edltorlals covered_a%lde range of 't:oplcs?-.-';

hn-_

SERRN as well ., Only two ed1tor.1als had any‘thlng' to do wn;h the

VE “. ) . Cotr ‘

. N 1‘-.. o

:'«5: WI e and mlnor 11:ems throughout the 1ssues..
' N T, .4 . I " 2
é.s well known humourlst Ray Guy wrote weekly columns. Adver- L

......
[:V! ‘

,ant source_ of support.., One r por't;er sta‘ted:

I 'thlnk tha‘b that:..p
a heck of a lot :t‘or us.‘-v‘:",.

strlke 1tself, one concernlng the flrlng of assoc:Late edltor,f'f'h_,f:.f_.;_‘

. -: =5 o wmm L e
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, L L " bought- %t and :saidy ‘you know. --everythlng
BN “MWell,. since T ‘buy the: _Evening Telegram, -

*_*_1_ : -who Was really interested and asking —-,-~‘~-

= t;?jlasted through the strlkez . "Support Unlon Not Scabs

i un:n.ver31ty, and ,just the people who

“from Dr.rpruce, who's head of Arts,” saylng.

I might.ds well get ‘the other side of the.
story" -=.t0:2a pol:L‘b:Lcal science’ professor

.7 -really curious.about 'bhe ‘gtrike. : What S
".-.” the. boys’ experlenoed in ‘the: ymlls was .

; unbellevable. ;-People -lining*up- for the f"'.\
o - paper, ; It was. great =23 got: to bea’ "
IR llne—up :gituations s That kind: of. thlng s
L really hevlps ko boast mora.?l.e.2 .

‘ Publlsher Steve Herder ‘told the reporters ’tha‘b he o
‘j"ilntended 'to continue publlshlng the Evenlng Tolegram eveh If' "

"they d:Ld go oht on strlké.. To do so, 'bhree to slxao manage-' .'

,'

l? Ta

"19th0 Paper Pays 1917&10 Wages" ' "Telegra;n Wages Malces Thomsoh

4.

.":’.;:R_l-_,cher‘.,; . “Thomso' Wages By Tne Gu,ncé. /}’roi‘lts By The Ton“
AN BRI oA B

-3 Accounts o:f‘ the ;prec:.se number vary..‘

o 3:"The growth oi‘ newspaper cha:ms ’has mean’t the
' bus:.ness gt partmula.rly suscept.lble to str‘g.kebreakers as
employoes' éhn ,be trahsferr‘ed ea811y i‘rom one 'branch'to“’

Hinm AV AT ST




' 'fii"Scabs Come From Away To Break Strlke" and ﬁMalnland
.;ﬁStrlkebreakers Help Prlnt The Telegram
5ftwo on the follow1ng pages.,Photographs taken on

:ﬁ%the 1ssue of scabs.f Scabs and strlkebreakers are at the 5

‘f:almed at gettlng the largest amount of sympathy were the ones
zﬁ; whlch attacked malnland scabs.' The reporters Were well aware

' “llof the propaganda aspect of th1s 1ssue-:

"32 Flgures ‘one and

the day of

ﬂy,gthe demonstratlon, 1llustrate these slogans. Although
“tareporters claxmed there was o, offlolal pollcy behlnd the:jafx

‘ijslogans. 1t can be seen that half of them were devoted to ;-?gﬂf.'

P

v

”I:Iheart of any strlke because thelr presence allows the employerﬁ7

w- “-'/‘ Rt

. Lﬁwto contlnue operatlons almost as usual and negates the effect ﬁ‘

o {{of the unlon 8 key weapon, the w1thdrawal of serv1ces.-.7"”:"w

¢ g

T,
2

:ftalked about the haphazardness of thelr constructlon._ The

'fﬁflrst plcket smgns were made out of oardboard but were

'3ﬁfreplaced by plywood ones when they fell apart.; Then,:”:e"p '

."7A"everybody who had a slogan that could flt made bne -—-or

‘h. : d ' o T S ’q -
' ‘ Deflned by polloy or not the slogans whlph were g

’-zrrIt lS effectlve.. I was out selllng papers LT
. .in the malls on the weekend -= ‘somany. .. - o .
11people came up to ,me. and sald, “HaVe you

'\,, R

'":3 lee a proverb, slogans are headllne~11k

’z form and attempt to 'sum up- the entire conflict in o e . e

. “‘gucecinct’ phrase.  .See Barbara and ‘Wolfgahg Mleder,_?Tradltlon Sl
Jco ands Innovatlon-- ‘Proverbs in Advert1s1ng." Journal of e

f;'Popular Culture,’ Xl (197?). 308-319. - .

'wu‘When asked about the plcket 51gns, most repOrters.;f:iJ;"ét'"'“

Do S
R S
. ks .

331nterv1ew, H November 1979' MUNFLA # 81 611. ; Hiil-.,, :

h "_-" two RECRN ': . ‘ ;,'A"-'”A’:‘ " N :, ::.‘ - “,-: ‘1 _-" .: .‘ . '-‘;. ' o .
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% o _' o  less- savoury. aspects of Nveoundland

} o ,]obs. _ A _".

. -\} '-‘.:i—\\t

got those Ma:mlanders ou‘b of there“
yet?" - Now, appealing:to one of thel

- o character is perhaps not the veryl best
y . . tactic, or the most gﬂstlflable tactlc,

o but it 1s pragmatlc O : \ L

‘n : S‘trlkers were thus appeallng to an esotemc bellef 't:hat
o Newfoundlanders hold -bowards;malnlanders. that malnlanders.‘}‘

' are ‘trylng to run Newfoundland.. Another reporter stated- '

w So you ugse this motherhood issue of : T
L Mainlanders coming down to take: Newfoundlanders"- R
o : jobse and use whatever propaganda devices you've. R
‘ got...., . I assume\ Newfoundlanders really’
get upset about. '1\3 is, gg then they would
cancel the subscription.

- ‘Although the tactic did not r sult_in énough c,ancell-ed“ \ "
g 'subscrip;bions'," it did generate 'public sympathy. . The issue ..

: of \-malnland scabs was certalnly 't;he most publlcized. _ Qne .
reporter stated.: T

I wonder what people. woul ‘ say they a
heard about the strike. ' 1 think what ) L : : :
! they would say is that thére have been -~ - - . P
.Malnlagders sent in to take over our: ' : U o

‘Although the issue of "malnl a scabs" was, the most ‘
"publlclzed and 'l:he most effectlve in te ms .of propaganda, 4

the reporters had t‘helr own'’ class:.flcatl n o:f' scabs and 't;he
3? ;

‘-malnland ones were J.n ‘fact +the 1east o:f‘fe 1ve -l-,o them

One reporter, who began the remark by statlng that

N\

' 'BL"Ih‘ter'\riew. 4 Novembef 1979, 'MUNFI;A #\ 81 61‘1. ,

P ,35Interv1ew, 1 December. 1979, MUNFLA # 81 611.
.36 Interview, 21 November 1979, MUNFLA # 81611 .

o '37Thls does not hold’ true for the compos:.ng\and
room emplqyees ‘where there were “more- malnland scabs. '

o —

.
-y [
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R

‘ folklorlsts would flnd ‘th;s 1nterest1ng. categorlzed four L v

A\ . LS &

'“-:-‘»",levels of scabs. flnd:mg the local reporter the ‘most.

\ .

osffenSJ.ve and the "malnland scabs" 'bhe 1east. Hls cat-

A

' egorles. ' or 1evels. appear 1n i;he chart be]i.}w | Unllke the :

?_-earller cla581flcatlon of the publlc ln terms of expected S

' and antlclpated behav1our. ‘bhls chart relles upon emlc :

‘ categorles as it represents the reporters own schemev. ‘I’he .
. 4 '
chart also compares. the strlkers categorles to those of.

. Ernest Hiller who. J.n his book The Strlke: : A Study in.

Collectlve Actlon, characterlzed and 1abe11ed the most

_common types ‘of scabs.js. SR ‘_ o _ I
. strikers' - person(s). degree of "Hiller
- .category o : offens‘e' S
leve'l‘;one' ' local reporter most oﬁ‘ens— “"hunger scab".
T ' - T &' unemployed
’ L o ldabourers who
’ -+ - are the great-
est menace to
) ‘ " strikers -
N level two - photographer . BT _‘- "goad job scabs"
e ©° who toreup. ... ~° ' - emplOyees who
s - union card ., % . for various
ST . - after signing. - . . 7 reasons do not
T S ‘ S _ ,]oln the union
* ‘level thres = -those who were. . - = ° "good job ‘scabs” "
R ., not asked to < . employees who
Coof join the¢ union- =~ - = . . . for various
.. - for fTear they , .. & .reasons do not
would tell - ' o join -the union
- management IR - g - :
S -Al:év‘ejl" four. - Mainland scabs least i "ﬁro'fessional.

6ffensive - scabs"

~.

38Ermest Hiller, The Strike: A Study in GColléctive

= Actlon (New York: Arno and-The New.York Times, 1969), p.. 100,;-
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‘ reporter stated:

o And another reporter stated

N ’ Just Jumps :Lnto the Evenlng Telegram

T

e

About the local reporter. opinion was i:nanimous; A '6he

A

I thlnk he was the ultlmate in scabblng, ..
you know, he waited until we were on -~
_ ‘strike -- on the streéts --. and then
"went and applied for a job as a e
" reporter, And of course, the .photo-
grapher 'is a different- story altogether
because he was the guy . I worked w1th

- for eight years. 9 o o R S -

.o Oh - that s the lowest :t‘orm of scab
.. .1life, I think., A local. guy, who

worked with -- oh, I don't know if - . . 47

K . he's worked with any of us in partJ.cular --j'
~ but who knows people we know, and who40

LA

<3

the most *M \

'_Another reporter clalmed "'He s the’ one who upsets people '

-

They we re

: .'._.:_on the front page, ”“’

The treatment of scabs was not v1olent.

.heckled on 81ght ‘but generally entered the bulldlng too

- early and. left it too late - to be seen by the plcketers. "Th'e'.-,“. '

"flrst edltlon o:f‘ The Slgn_a?l carrled a!klarge photograph o:f'
'three of the malnland scabs w:.th a captlon readlng'. f"Three
'members of Thomson New:-:paper Ltd 's strlkebreaklng team

. .on page four of that 1ssue shows the local reporter enterlng

: 'the bu:le:Lng. Agaln, 1t ‘was more ef:f‘ectlve 1n terms of

publlc sympathy to use the photograph o:f‘ the malnland scabs

| 39Interv1ew. 10 August 1980. Fleldnotes. ‘

f,” Interv:Lew, 24 November 1979, MUNFI.A #. 81- 611.- L.
S :

'“l&

Interv1ew. L November 1979, MUNFLA # 81 611

coat LT

~ .

Another one quarter page photograph o

Photograph, The Slgnal 21 September 1979, p.* l. -
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"':on the fron't page.‘ In 'bhe sex}enth and flnal edlt', n of
.'~The6 Slgnal ’chere appeafed a photogi:‘aphj pos
' ~'the photographer who had torn up his unlon.oard af’ter -’ '_
o 51gn1ng 11:. The captlon mocks the photo
: ."-.Apetence and names him “Scabby Sllly.'l‘L3 %) e reference is 3 ) B ‘ ,

"-_I very much an 1n-group one ané of llmlted- propaganda value .

‘,whlle also etretchlng resources w:rthln the bulldlng. In'l:er-:'

" stated: i_l.", R

...‘neWSrooms are on. strlke through 't:he use o:f' wire serv1ces, -

rfrom other sources, in thls case, the competlng newspaper,

e Ces P ] o

:'upposedly 'taken by o

pher:'-s incom-

PR

As already mentloned, one of the most frustratlng '

o e'xperiences of being ‘on the pleE'b llne .was f'the.slght of

-Hvans contlnumg 'to plck up and dellver the Evenm&Telegram. L

"'The paper contlnued to publlsh with.the ald of scab labour

v:.ewed on 'the GBC 8 The Harrls Repor't, publlshersteve.ﬂengler'
. “_ e, Lo L .,

TS mean, I saidjat- rthe very: beginning | - " S i
‘wheri, even when it. looked like. we | S T
might possibly have a settlement. . N

.ol that I 1ntended to cont:.nue publlshz.ng.4 o o .

B 'Newspapers can cont:Lnue to 'publlsh news even when thelr

&

‘such as 'bhe CP w1re serv1ce. . Stories  can. be taken dlrectly

. The Dally News. as well as ’from local rad:Lo statlons. One_‘

'reporter c:ommented on the Evemng ’I‘elegram s pract:Lces at P

f-thls t1me~ . ERER .}

‘ . i . .
Nobody was bnough't: in from the Malnland
" ..tovdo local: news. ] to do any klnd of T

-

e 43photograph,:'rhe Slgr_lal 2 November 1979, P 5 Sl

'.uu

The Harris Rlort. host M:Lchael Harr;s. CBC AT RIS M&k
, St John s,T October 19?9.,,- L : e e
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. ... wrefused to join the wunion-in the first ~ =~ ‘
I _ ' ‘place have been reporting. Mostly. . ° |~ =, =
o they've been rewriting press releases, s
Or not even reerthmg, Just puttlng Teoo
o _them 1n wholesale. o j, -

', One of the lowest pomts in the strlke came when o

E _“”assocmte edltor wlck Colllns 'was flred. Colllns had been
'Aordered by Steve Herder to carry out reportlng dutles.

i Coll.lns refused. citlng poor health and the fact that he

/

.'had not been hlred la.s a reporter as hls reasons.A He was

! [ 4

".fsubsequently f:.red by Herder a\fter eleven years at the

1

Evenlng Telegra.m. Colllns descrlbed h:LS p051tlon w1th the

newspaper before h1s dlsmlssal

I was ssoc1ate edltor and effectlvely.
I. suppose -- assistant editor, because
in the abseénce of the editor, I acted

- as editor, you see. 'Layout of ‘the edi-

. . torial page, contents of the edltorlal'

.. page and the writing of all the edi-
_torlals. As associate editor, I was’
doing roughly half the. edltorlals plus

- writing comment pieces for the Raper -

: _.wrltlng a column for the paper. Lo

'.It has already been p01n'ted out 1n chapter three

-

: ‘\ that management eyed Colllns w1th some susplclon because
he had refused to report on, talk about posslble unlon forma— ' ,"

"‘,th.on among the reporters. When Collins ‘came back :f.‘rom hlS

anmhal hollday ‘in August 1979 to flnd the neWSpaper on -

strlke, he wrote hlS weekly comment plece on the paper S

1tself and the str1ke. R D

. P
B

1 ) ; 461nterv1ew. ,7 May ].981, Fleldnotes.

‘reportlng. Manegement' and’ those who -~ 7 R .

45InterV1ew. ‘ 4 November 19?9. MUNFLA # 81 611. o
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‘_Herder not to pUbllSh the plece .. A week or .so later, as

was conventlon, Colllns was agaln{asked to flll ain as

- reason v}hy I %h‘ould, " cn.ting heal'th problems. such as chromc

The plece annoyed Herder so much that COlllnS vas adked to

‘resugn._ “Not likely," v replled Colllns. who smply told ' . LT

'return to normal. ‘I'hen, on-a. FrldayL mornlng, Herder told

" next Monday. -‘Co,],llns replled: ~ "Not llkely I m not - ‘no _ '~:

_more, | 3111ns told Ferder: * .-'_'1‘

R ~I‘98, o

"I wrote a- comment piece,. deploring the
'5tr1ke as such, not bla.mlng iton .
mahagement, not blaning it on the’ umon. oL R
just. deploring the fact that there was. =~ =~ ' . "~ SR

.- a strike -- outlining what the paper - o oL e

. 'meant to people, thats people expecte
papexr to be produced -~ this is the: (- .
-record of ‘their births, deaths, marriages -- -

.7 their lives, really.... ‘And in the middle,

"gomewhere 1in the middle, I p01nte out. .
too _how the Newfoundland people -\ a lot
" of Newfoundland people had begn vexy - .
upset. when the Evening Telegram was sold - , -
‘out to the Thomson family, you see, . - L CS R 1
~ Because they had always regarded it as - N
. their paper -~ now all of a sudden it T e
. was owned by a company’ 1n Toronto .%+7 ) o '

he ‘:‘_

L]

edltor when ‘l:he edltor becane :1.11 and thlngs appeared ‘bo

Vs C N P . .
COlllnS he would be actlng as a reporter startlngvon the R

_.bronchltls and gastrlc ulcers as hlS ‘main Treasons. Pur-ther-
. . . : . {J

And I sald. "Anyway, I wasn' ‘t hired- to be o .

.a reporter and T refuse to be one. And - . - L
- 1I. certainly refuse to.take any part 1n ’ .

* breaking your strlke., .

-Herder told Collins’ that he would have to re31gn( 1f no-t:

-and’ that he’ would expect an answer by, the :follow1ng Monday. SRR §

¢,

_LWInteI‘Vlew. ? May 1981, Fleldnotes. :
"'.usiﬁ%er\flew. '7 May 1981, Fleldnotes.
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o Amonths.

' move made by the Evemng Pelegram 11:self and could not be R J‘,

‘Colllns subsequently sued the. Evenlng: Telegram for wrongful ‘

N dlsmlssal and wag awarded flfteen months notlce W1th

move uto fire W:Lclc Colllns, partlcularly because J.t was a

) bla.m d on the Thomsmn Orgamsatlon._ Reporters commented: . E

799 _'
. ~\- .. . 2 N R . - * . ‘
On Monday mormng Colllns agaln told Herder "No, -.and-was -

OfflClally fired. e e ,I' L I

‘morning, the last person I saw. as I
- left -the building was Steve Herder, ,
-who had tome down 1o wait in the doorway B
for mé to leave and I was almost in-a
gtate of shock. Because this -- it was: - .
a job that I put a lot of effort into, I-
‘worked long hours’ at home to get stuff .
done, to f£ind things, -to get copy done, . .
~and ‘everything else. . So; I was Yeally
in a state of shock.... And when T came
out through the door, the one'righton ... = .
the doorstop waltlng for me to leave was . .., B
‘Steve Herder. * I said, "I don't: think B i S e
'you have any idea what- this paper .means o SRR
.. %o .the people who work for it -- it . .. .
. probably mearns tiore to me, I think, . : Y

' than it’ does to  ybu" and then I.left the . - = = . % §7 :

" building. = That was the last T Sﬁw of ..
o him. Except 1n ‘court, you know

.flfteen months pay. the second hlghest award of that k:n.nd

in Canada to that da‘te, the top belng an award of elghteen

The peopl@/on the plcket 11ne were enraged by the

'; That was the most miserable 'I:hlng I
,Jc‘/’ think that wag the most miserable. thlng
- that happened durlng that strlke. ‘The
! man had built up a reputdtion -- ‘asa .
‘political columnist. And he'd bullt it

MInterview, 7 May 1981, Fieldnotes, . -

A

T OInterview, 7. May 1981, f‘,ieldnotésl.‘: )

When I left the bulldlng on the, Monday - S IR
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,: : I . 1; ) - . ').' P N o ' B < N
K S on hlS own -~ the Telegram didn't e

L U -+ A (] him a hand -- he had built ‘it up T e

! : - on his:-own, - ‘And his whole' career was' o

- o -shot -- it really was. you know. -,

) v *’!andi , . | - . I. . N “:

_} : S ‘ | . th was the stupldest thlng for Herder'-' . S ‘
v DR .. to do- ‘in the strikes.... Right in the ' - N
: o .. middle of a.strike, you're firing - H L. (RS
e 4 ‘someone in management because they - - - . o &
y "won't and can't really ~- do the.job ‘ et R
o _that you're- order:l.ng them ‘o do. . L -

i  And'we thought Herder had . fllpped O

;. out -- we though he was mentally . - ' . .- ' »

g : dera.nged. you kn -- what was he - S

B d01ng° . LA ' : / .

o3 ' o . - ".' 3

i lee the 1ssue of the local reporter. it was actually the { o

fsuct that it was a locally mo'blvated move and not one R

1mposed by the " glant" Thomson Organlsatlon fhat enraged

L reporters. ﬂ E //‘ L ; RN o
L 4 ~ .The Pollce S SO T ) L o ‘i_;'

K k LT
Interactlon yuth pollce was generally pos1t1ve

One reporter stated that they always Sald "Hello" to ‘bhe

,_' pollce. who would stop to- ask 'them how the strlke was

- go:.ng. Durlng the :f'::.nal month, when the etrlkers were T o '
T o uso.ng the plcket llne to. physmally block entrance o the

. .’" bulldlng, pollce were called by Herder on. oceasron but

3 relatlons ‘be'tween 'bhe two groups remalned respectful. A L
v ' “The. only s)erlous confrontatlon w:Lth pollce came S o i
September twelfth. when the strlkers decuded to make the:Lr R L

: presence felt by block:mg the vans from pg&klng up 't:hat _.'«

‘ l 511n1:erv1ew, lO August 1980, F:Leldnotes. L .
52 “Interview, 21-Novemver 1979. MU,gE‘LA # 81 611. T
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*~jf;;;HL in and everyth1ng.59~_e., o

pcllce force handles thls klnd of L

. -thing, - §o all in all it was pretty calmj-.}“"'

' and then. the vandrivers dec1ded to, get - ‘
.into it ‘- that.I.'think was the- breaklng‘
p01nt ‘of -our: resolve not to- ‘harass the - "

" vandrivers and the’ regular staff.. L~
.~Because -- we .were d01ng our-best to .
““cohtain ourselves -- but they got .

.“ carried away. -- with all -the pollcemenr. .
on -their side and Herder orderlng them Caeln

';sto""A', - ' : ~',;».:‘.

hﬁf,The beglnz/ngsﬁof the narratlves descrlbe a" consensus on. R

=

_:lf? what started the trouble. After»thls p01nt, the narratlveslal
‘j;dlverge~as they descrlbe 1nd1v1dual actlon. Naturally. thef‘;
. story by the strlker who was arrested tw1ce 1s qulte _d
;llengthy.‘ Reallz1ng that the pollce 1ntended to show therr |

”strength..she d901ded to glve them a chase whlle they were

; They flnally got: me”: over; by the cop car, :
5 but they couldn't - get me ind.’ And at this .
. point '-- everybody was- in the middle. of-

.. ‘ the roéad -- traffic was stopped,.up and . . -
" ."down: WaterSt,, people were hanglng out of
. ‘windows, - CBC cameras were. coming down,n, :

‘and everybody g hav1ng a great time and

VR they werg all saylng. "Let Ner goj.let” 7
oo n'\'her go , U )13 .,.;;.,x:-*

Another account 1ndlcates others Were more surprlsed at {ﬁ~’“f”"”';

'.h'. .

thelr arrest.:=

‘::5,;;94r~{ KI felt somebody put hlS arms under mlne N B P
S ‘ . to: 1ift me up, looked around: gnd saw & i R ,

.sleeve, so, I got up, flgurlng he- wanted.
me"to move. And ah: -— I was halfway up.

"wbefoge I reallzed I was. on my ‘way to-a 4~<;5f35151“~>ﬁ‘“f1

”.“car- B N R e

) .-

e £560
'6

';4

Interv1ew, 24 November 1979. MUNFLA # 81 611. o
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"ﬁigat 1t.' The follow1ng 1s part of her storyz'f:v;{ i}.'_f t“%ffff'”’i'

h'xrlffli'.ﬁ591nterv1ew. 25 February l980,.MUNFLA # 81 611. t-”l"ag

el Interv1ew,.4 November 1979. MUNFLA # 81 611.3;_ hﬂ ff
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| ';sBut the event achleved 1ts goal by gettlng the strikers

-~

And a story of 4 striker who was arrested almost}ff‘r‘*'f

AR

T.lncldentally: L

,,~She was dolng nothlng . 1% was Just
~.coincidence’ that she -- they were .
-0t walkihg' the line,’ you know -= it was

Sl me e sjusk coinc1dence that she was in front '
T g of arvan. The cops-had decided to T,

L. . -take, say -~ half a dozén or . so -- she’
T e just. gog grabbed. No one; even £aw -
her go : A iy

'ff"All klnds of good publlclty, Whlch we really needed. 53:”

- -

. < R . :
3 N ".'.' T ' e it e - Tl s

xConc1u81on e

Events on the plcket 11ne forced the strlkers to ,
‘f‘confrqﬁf'ﬁ\)lde varlety of new s1tuatlons. They encountered7gi_
\ 'hostlle and supportive members of the general publlc. they o

"{found themselves harangulng scabs, and some eXperlenced

:ﬂ:belng arrest 4

",:tatlon offthe strlke, the plcket llne was the slte of many

”‘?-of the most emotlonal experlences of the three months. ,;f:'

The strlkers talked of thelr experlence of belng
(" n

':-on strlke as “hlttlng the streets" or‘"belng on strlke.

lﬂj{éfo belng on the street, the strlkers were in nelther onej

'ﬁplace nor the other, i e; nelther 1nslde the bulldlngs

';gworklng nor s1mp1y members of the publlc pass1ng on the

',7s1dewa1k. but amblguously in betWeen., In thls respect, n:,fla:.fff

1the1r pos1t10n was, that.“llmlnal" one dlscussed by Vlctor

?: 62Interv:Lew. 1 December 1979. MUNFLA # 81 61r
s 631nterv1ew. 10 August 1980. FleldnoteS-~ .7
Fie o, N : N }‘; E

[N

for the flrst tlme. As. the outward represen—;f~“4‘.ﬂxzh‘"
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““i;Turner in "Betw1xt and Between The lelnal ‘Period 1n

" Rites de: Passage

ﬂ

Arnold van Gennep s theory of rltes deA

‘passage suggests that human socletles organlse and s1gn1fy ’

-\

v

e g

"the passage of thelr members between varlous statuses

"through rltes of separatlon. margin and 1ncorporatlon. N

6l

KThe marglnal. or llmlnal central stage 1s descrlbed by

van.Gennep as "a state of confu51on or structured o L

_amblgulty w65 - It has been p01nted out that. the strlkers

found thelr p051tlon on. the streets ‘an amb1guous~and coq—

"fuslng one. Further, the experlences of the strlkers were .

‘h'entlrely w1thout precedent for tHem, as the follow1ng

' We did a lot of thlngs Trve never done .
before, you know. Just, say, the day
. . to day experlencg of meetlng people on .
* the picket line. 6 : -
S Coa . T S S
and: - - S T .
"I punched-him,  just. like that. That:
sounds like 1t s nothing,” but it --
- you.don't lifke to-beat up people, '
.trounce. on people llkg that.. All klnds .
_of other experlences ‘ L

3

. As well as notlng the structured amblgulty felt by the

‘iﬁ_partlc'.

igln Culture,” Folklore Preprlnt Series, Vol. 5. #1, n.d., p. 15 -

Lnt in a. llmlnal state. Turner also suggests that

“lbelngs in-a llmlnal stage are: . -. L Qf

6u'Arnold van Gennep, The thes of Passage, 7th ed.

Eg(Trans. Monika B. Vizedom and Gabrielle L. Caffee, Chlcago- "
' vUnlver91ty ‘of Chicago Press,: '1960). '

65As quoted by Roger D. Abrahams in hlS “thuals

66Interv1ew, lO August 1980, MUNFLA # 81 611.

'::A 6?Interv1ew, lO August 1980. MUNFLA # 81 6ll.l':

~
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2 fheavily on. the work of Robert McCarl and Jack Santlno.«gf“7
*;Furthermore. throughout the analy51s Iiwlll p01nt to aspects

'ia;of Jansen R "esoterlc/exoterlc factorQ'Br As‘p01nted out 1nj2u:

- chapter two..3"In protest 51tuatlons. espterlc and exoterlci"
o ‘ e ‘
'j attltudes come to the surface and‘often are the core of,

.x_?;It s tradltlonally -'?tradltlonal in
1t?éoth§r cities anyway =~ that near a-
:J.reporter‘s << near:the. newspaper <
- there is @ bar‘and ‘reporters’ ‘hang. "l
- ~around there;: have a ‘Tew beers: . You
'knowv—u you' gg down and dlssect the
day s events.5"'5~- L J,A”L-.

"gFactor 1n Folklore "“1n The. Studv of:. Folklore, ed: Alan Q
}Dundes (New Jersey ' Prentlce Hall. 19655} pp. 44 51.. e
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‘. 4:,':Mos1: of 'the stories you wr:L*be ‘dont 'b &

-gffect. youranyway == unless 1t's a- : \1
FERARN A . "a L

TR F T - gtbry You know: very ‘well you 're. golng ) i
APRE . Tl Jtof follow -~ oF unless”it's ‘@ Btgry C T e T
".“;‘worth telllng J.n a bar some day. o '.:I S el

The educatlonal aspect of th:l.s exchange- :Ls contalned w:LthJ.n "

another repor'ber s statement tha‘t'»_-,"‘I‘here s Ty lot of e

.., ..... .

As po:.nted ou‘t earller, the reporters are no‘b the ;

,a

PRI

,fbase.- As one group of regulars.yhowever, they feel that

_~-';'A 1ot of the regulars a‘b the Shlp Inn -Qi-,
< oo YU think we're”really weird.«--of coursey -
v owe aré, ‘Mostly because ‘we ! ge not: 'the
Ve :v_‘qUJ.etest people 1n 'the bar. > RPN

[ b s

- ‘-.'_themselves as a group apart, even from the other regulars x a

»

As for drlnlclng,lone reporter clalmed, "Booze and reportlng

lf"'lgo hand 1n hand and they"’always have‘-'!,g- Another put lt

:‘l.‘_mOre sardonically when I asked why there Were so few'01der

ff 6Interview. u November 1979. MUNFLA # 81 611.'gfi¢g£-}j'

7Interv1ew, 21 November 1'979. MUNFLA # 81 611.
BInterVJ.ew, 21 November 1979. MUNFLA # 81 611.

] 9In1;erv1ew. 24 November: 1979, MUNFLA #8L-6134 " i

'_';’For an excellent discussion of: .reporters’ use o:f;‘ an “bar” as :

- ‘base;- se¢ ‘Rodney. Stark, .“Poln,cy and the Pro's:: An: - -

3 Orgamsatlonal Arialysis of - a‘Metropol:Ltan Newspaper,“ ooy
“." Berkeley Journal. of Socioldgy, 7' (1962),: 11-32,: Other..

: ‘. discussions include Warren Breed; ."Social Control’ in-the., L

L fjf..'Newsroom. A Functlonal Analys:.s," Social Forces, -33. (1955).1,.;.‘*

. 13263353 Robert Darnton, "Writing News and Telling’ Storles,“

-":,,':'Daedalue. 104 (2975),/ 175-194y. Ben Heéht, A Child- of the @
L Centurx (New Yorkz - Slmon and Shuster. 1955); Lee Slgelman, S







passed On 'bo new reporters. In a’ sectlon on hlS en'l:ry 1nt°./t ' o i i
a - journallsm entltled. ."My Frlends. ’.Dhe Press Hecht wrote A

My world suddenly fllled wn_th frlends. o
I lunched daily at a .crowded round - table S
o 3n. King's . Restaurant. CA Cfour—pleces. U haalyte L R
- - orchegtra- played ona; balcony the gayest ﬂ T T
- and.most.-yearning. of waltzés,: To* Ats pr e '
,_:stralns, mastlcatlng reporters gat 1
' . denouncing. Mr. Dunne ‘and My, Flnnegan TS
+.}, ‘the editors .: They denouncéd also the A
... mayor, . the ‘chief’of police, Women,. R ’
“'-"'llterature, polltlcs and -morality. . .
contrlbuted ?happily to the: denunc::.-
atlons. -0f thesé conclaves I remember
- ..nothing exceﬁt that I, the least embit_tered
- young manon the earth. sat-and.togk. !
© gleeful. part in' the déstruction 'of the
v-world..., Around thig “table ‘in Klng 8
Restaurant -we ‘who. knew nothlng ‘spoke’ out LT
SR PR < 4 a knowledge so” overwhelming that’ I, R I A
Ve e w0 fOr one,, never recovered from it. . G .o w7 oo
' et t- "“Politiclaps wére. crooks, .the L eaders of‘. .
.. -causes wWere: scoundrels. - Morallty was a- .-
: farce full .of ‘murders, ‘- rapes ‘and léve -
e T nests. Sw1ndlers ran.the world and° the,.
A ;.{_' ol Dev1l sang everxwhere. ’ %

LA

.'Thus, Hecht was ,brought 1nto a world of cymc:Lem by those

i '~"~,‘_“‘f' already J.nvolved m the ,]ob. Hls@ﬁﬁOrtrayaL of the apart-
P ‘ness of the groupn :LtS gleeful cynlclsm, lends J.tself very':'l""i"..“'-'\"

e »w“" .o o ». B
s well to the appllcatlon of Hulzlnga s corﬁept of "play" A

_and "play oommunlty. - The serlousness of thls play J.s

.ev:Ldent J.n the wrlter 5 descr}ptlon of. hlS happ;mess in.

. thls talk aﬁd 1n h:Ls statement that 1ts result Was that. s o

perte sl T .,"I, for one. t never recovered from J.t‘ 0 ’Hecht appears

i ;'«3aWare of the exaggerated form of the talk as well as hls\. ‘

FEETI 12Ben Hecht. A Chlld of the Centurx (New York. SR
"_.Slmon and Shuster, 1954). pp 142-11-}3 e '
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In Homo Ludens, Hu

!

T Summmg up the formal characterlstlcs of '
" play we "might "call-'it a freee: act:,v1ty AP

-0 ‘standing quite: conspiciously outside.

" ordinary" llfe as being "not serious™,
“but at- the’same time absor'blng the .
player 1ntenSely and . utter.ly. It-is.
can activity. connected with no- materlal

s ;n‘terest and ‘1o proflt can .be - ga:med A
S - by *t. .It proceeds within- its own: N
T boundarlee of . time - and space. accordlng ,

to fixed rulés and inan-orderly . foet
.manner. I- promotes the formation of . -

‘social- grouplngs, which tend to surround

*their.differences from. the conmon world Ty
by dlsg;ulse or other means.l TR

.

All the above ch”aracterlstlcs are present 1n the case of

a

the Shlp Inn ' Ac'blvrty 1n 'the bar stands outs:Lde ‘che

‘ ':"ordlnary" : 11fe of the group as 11; :|.s ou'ts1de -the JOb-.

Furthermore cer'tam types o:f.‘ behav1our not otherw:.se -

NG y

» accep’ced a.r-e condoned w1th1n the bar. Included 1n these

1s the "Joklng relatlonshlp"~ 1n whlch members of the group

N i «

may ac\tually appear to be 1nsult1ng each other'.‘_ These may

1nclude commen'ts on the other s WOI‘k or an approach :l:aken.

The "Joklng ‘relatlonshlp‘," as it has been deflned by'

’Radcllf,fe-Brown. 15 exteneuvely employed by the reporters

I“‘:"Z_'Tha'b 11: 1s "not serlous“ 1n Hulzlnga B sense lS explalned

S o ‘.comb:Lna.tlon o:f‘ frlendllness and antagonlsm.

: 3Hu1z.1nga. 13 e
’ ‘.: N DTN . ':: " ..
. i 3 N B
. 3 ; Do o
o sz = : - 7 e

2inga” characterised play n: ]

" themsélves with. secrecy and to streéss .. <% hl

'as a means of testlng each other as well ae ou'tsn.ders. '.,: Cie




e

2
- dags
T

e

‘..The behav1our is such that 1n any . :

- other-'social context-it..would express S
~.4nd arouse H‘bstlllty, but it is not . . - S
meant serioysly  and:must not ‘be taken . -
serlouslya -There is a pretense of, Lo

‘ -_hostlllty and-a real friendiinéss.
To put it _another way, -+the. relattonshlp

,1s one of permltted dlsreSPect.

O'ther 'types of oondoned behav:Lour 1nclude drlnklng blnges.‘ )
,. \ Hulzlnga =) characterlstlcs oi‘ tlme and space are
,-represented here by the bar 1tself and the regular Fr‘iday'.
L':‘.".'.a:f‘ternoon and evenlng ‘sessions, w1th the buylng of rounds,
o:f‘ beer representlng one of the actlvn.ty s rules.: Of
»"4 - .f.secrecy and dlsgulse, both may be- v1ewed in terms o:f‘ the
- | *stereotype conveyed by 'the reporters themselves.- ‘..T.rlxle‘. ‘I'
':'." cynlcal repo,rter" attltude creates both a.n aura of

:'secrecy around them as well as dlsg‘ulslng 'bhe:u.r J.nd1v1du—"."

o . ;f.":_'.allty.-. The :meortance of play in llfe was po:.nted out by - .
UL . ' : ,-ll,"A.: R. Radcllffe-Brown, "On Joklng Relatlonshlps,

"'-.1n his Structure and: Function in Primitive Society (New
-~ York: ' Free Press, -1965), p. 90.. For other discussions of.
.., the "joking relationship™ in more contemporary urbin ,
e ,.fsett:mgs, gee Pamela Bradney,: ‘" The Joking Relationship in . -
Ao o o Industey,™ Human Relations,: X.(1957), 179-187;. Robbie - s
.+ .. . Davis Johnson, MFolklore. and Women: A Social In‘beractlonal
st .- Analysis of the Folklore of a Texas Madam,"™ Journal of
. .4e¢-: 7 - American Folklore,  84.(1973), 221-224; James P. Leary, '
o{ ..n .~ . .r.T"Strategies and Storiés- from the. Omaha Stockyards," ‘Folks -
T o0 0 7 Lore Forum,-.10-11 .(1977-78), 29-41; Richard Marsh, *Tust
L " .-+ . and Disgust on the Jobi Broaden:mg Occupational Folklore,"
.. Folklore. Forum, 10-11 (1977-78), 60-64; Robert S. McCarl,  -.
.~"0ccupat10nal Folkllfe < An Exarnlnatlon of the Expressive. :
“: Aspects 'of Work, Culture with Particular Reference to Fire
Flghters," ‘Diss. Memorial University of Newfoundland: 1980,
N . PP.-91-94; Catherine Swanson,. "Joking at the 0ffice," = o
<.~ . Folklore Forum, 10-11 (1977 78),. 42-L7p, and J, M. Sykes. P
0 B ST "Joklng—Relatlonshlps in -an Industraal Set‘tlng,". Amerlcan o
'Anthrjologist, 68 (1966), 188- 193‘ - I




) '5511;Hu1z1nga as ‘a cultural functlon wh:Lch :us a "regularly
'-'f‘recurrlng rela_xatlon '15 dertalnly th:Ls lS the ca.se here. -
"_ .-,A.-F:Lnally. Hu:Lz:Lnga s concept of ‘a "play communlty" applles > W

3 d1rectly to the reporters, for whom the sense oi‘ bemg

B - mdrbles or every bridge.party .leads to D

L "jthe usual norms" 1s i‘lercely upheld by the reporters 1n

'l‘l:heu presentatlon of themselves as w cynlcal.

jdoes have ser:n.ous overtones.. He wrote. .

"of play to ‘bars,: see Sherri. Cavan, Liquor License
.. (Chicago:* Aldine Press,  1966) and. Julian Roebuck - and B
.-;.-Wolf§ang Frese. The Rendezvous (New York: Free Press, I VO

’ '~_‘:1976
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a group apart 1s essenta.al in solldlfylng the group._. As ";;\4:'
"~f:-'-.Hulzlnga wrote S o ‘ ' - ‘_ S '
A ‘A play commum.ty generally tends o :» ' S ;

' ‘become permanent ‘even. after the - ga.me is. e

“over.:” Of course; not every game of ' . L oA ;:;,'j-;" '»

" the founding of.a. club,s ‘But the feeling . ‘ SRRy B
) ,of being "apart together" in an exXeeps . LT e Lo
“tional gituation, .of sharing something

the rest of the world and rejecting. the
‘usudl norms, retains. its image. beyond
'u.the durat:l.on of ™ the 1nd1v1dual gal.me.l6 .

L ThlB notlon of "w:.thdraw:Lng from the WOrld and re Jectlng .;1 LT

. . . '4‘, . ..
. ? DO AE S
I . -t

Lol ,

The contrast between play and serlousness s
is always Fluid. i " Play turns to 18 PRI S
"»a,serlousness and serlousness to play.. L e

‘One..area :m whlch the tWO overlap As 1n the Joklng

Seael

- \

o :.15Hu1z1nga, p. 9 S o
P 6 : A Lo . o - R -

17For other works whlch apply Hu:.z:.nga s concept

“
T
"3,

18Hulzlnga: P' 8

As p01nted out :Ln the passage by Hulz:mga, play v

F PP

- . important, of mutually withdrawing from = S RS '3 ,»

et
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' erflt was the lack of attentlon pald‘to the‘"publlc serVLCe"'*‘ﬂ'

:jfd"ﬂ:Consequently,?

‘??}b;:'f;p:{:§1'§3h0u1d be’ dolng as aournallsts and Why we

iiﬁﬁgiualthough riot present in "the ‘Evening Télegram c¢ase, 'lies> 1n‘

ﬁ stated that we should now call the materlal neWSpapers aleﬁifl7*af
\‘p:j;prlnted on "adprlnt" rather than‘newsprlnt 7 NI
:;L:;:a: The Kent Comm1ss1on was quoted lgBChaPter tWO as::fff
.f;notlng that the newspaper performs two central phrposes :
:k;whlch pull 1t 1n opp091te dlrectlons.rg"To earn a proflt

”"Land to perform a publlc serv:.oe...28 Reporters claam that A

o2

“};responSLblllty of the Evenlng Telegram whlch drove some ofﬁff-

P

;1fthem to uhlonlze.,ﬂThe dlscrepan01ee between the 1dea1 of,

ﬁgthe Job and 1ts actual everyday practlces aecount largely'f'f‘

"l}‘;ffor the dlssatlsfaotlon w1th Journallsm. Naturally, this iifl'V*E;"

??dlssatlsfactlon Was partlcularly hlgh durlng.the strlke.dfveeifjﬁ”

;ito dlscover what 1t 1s reporters thlnk they ahould be

:id01ng,}albe1t 1n an 1deallzed form.:?fflfi1ﬁ;:f1‘:hgxl'
a When I asked one reporter 1f the toplc of

3-?resp0n51ble Journallsm ever came up.*he replled'f‘d‘

“i?Reporters talk about llttle else.~ Heavens = t :

- " -"guch”-things have been: the. subject of - c »"‘nifffilﬁijﬂgﬁyﬁ

1'x5conversatlon over  €o mahy’ ‘beérs., - What We

. aren't.. No =- come to think-of. /it =-".

"/, we don't. oftén talk about why we: aren't

T Mos. dlscouraglng. ‘Nobody thinks we ot
‘;Jshould be coverlng Rotary Luncheons.--; o

e g . i

: :'5“3?5“ 7Canada..Royal Comm1351on on NeWSpapers, ‘
“Pranseripts, 121, Anpther-. source ‘ot frustratlon.

-7 " 'the" particular»polltlcal slant a publisher may - Have, ~See.:
. “~Evelyn: Waugh, 'Scoop:- -A. Novel About. Jourhalists (London- o
o j:fChapman ‘and . Hall, 1948), for an excellent parody of thls

o fﬁtendency.n_",ﬁ__ S ST : e

‘*TLZ_Q‘ZBCanada, Royal Comml

. [ - d
o . o NI g e o et T, T e T ST PN e~
A 5 e SRS TR e o A A Ty e Rt Ml et 3, L wt L DEL b Ther e g S0 e © i e ati—— : -

”the strlke afforded an exCellent opportunltyfaigf“\” R RN |




s T (7

except on occasxon when they have some-t;_ T e
N :'body,worthwhlle 'in there o gpeak,  In ... .. .0

| ... fadt . ~-_that s 'mostly what we “talk ﬁ' RTINS I

Lo about e what we shouldn't be. d01ng.;

. Most of the stuff that's’ done: for the

[Evenlng Telegram,  in “fact,: There's. "
very 1little worthwhile: work ever done”

--at . the - -Evening Telegram, since: ThomSon

Aktook‘over.‘ ‘Few worthwhlle people have
1‘ever stayed there any length of. tlme.zgn

“ reporters cyn1ca1 attltude)

Interactlon 1n the bar also takes the form of

exchanglng occupatlonal narratlves.h Although the reportersit

Ihave essentlally the same Job, they do not necessarlly meet:g

durlng the day,~as they come and go on varlous a581gnments.f;

In recapltulatlng the day 5. events,”reporters both share'"

‘“}L w1th and learn\from each other. One reporter told’me that

Jack Santlno has p01nted out that ’"Occupatlonal fﬁ

'”3J29Interv1ew, 4 November 1979; MUNFLA # 81 611-

~"jih301nterv1ew, l December-1979'.MUNFLA~#'81 611?

)_1

H;-Jack Santlno, "Characterlstlcs of Occupatlonal'
;:Narratlves,“ Westérn Folklore. 37 (19?8),.212 A,




events) are reTlected 1n the narratlve aQCOunts told UY e

.32

Beyond the entertalnment value

SR
a2

1ts practltloners.

P

The 1slanders411ved a llfe full of strong T
-extérnal’ forces and ‘¥isks, from. -the s
natural to.. the supernatural world; » Many -
ot theSe, as- noted, ‘were : confronted alone’ -
Jbut’ wete: constantly dlscuSSed With others '~ .-
.at “the-genéral :gtore... The sessions ‘atthe. " -
_.store* thus ‘constituted a forum in whighi' ;. .
* wisdom could be. shared and safey proper'“f:pj.“.
~".and produetive. reactions to. 8ituyations.,and- ", -
“forceg-that any. member of: the group mlght R
}potentlally encounter- could ‘be:,shared. .. .:
JFrom this: perspective “the telllng of’ yarns
“in group gessions’may be, 8eeén gdg -a-kind”
of adaptlve mechanlsm, maklng avallable
“to:'all .the benefits of. 1nd1vldual w1sdom;_
borne of eXperlence.33 O .

TR BzAs quoted by Robert S ;McCarl ln.“Jump Story.
;An Exmnlnatlon of an- Occupatlonal Experlence Narratlve v
DFolklore Forum, 11, (1978),_1.9 o : - AR

A -133Rlchard.Bauman.ﬂ"The La Have Island Generald
,::Journal of. Amerlcan Folklore, 85 (19?25 33?
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.-ah‘}.f_,*j 'f, ‘mmedlately at the publlsher 8, beck and call once the strlke e

they had been through durlng the strlke,.they were stlll ,;Q}f“é”;fgfw

L .. oo . - f N L & .
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a semp“offlclal headquartefs for’strlkers‘
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.f | New York W W Norton and Company. 1968

i

L Bryant, Donald C.3

V‘“'Darnton.

Brunvand. Jan Harold.l‘The Study of Amerlcan Folklore.'fe"'L

"Rhetorlc. Its Functlon and Its

K]

Scope.,. In Rhetof 1 A Tradltlon 1n Tran31tlon.'

:

Ed Walter R Flsher.‘ Mlchlgan-' Mlohlgan State"

.‘_Unlverslty Press,;19?4r pp. 195 Zgb

Western Folklore, 37 (1978) 185 198
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Unlver51ty of North Carollna Press, 1939
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Labov,.W1lllam and Joshua Waletsky

“Narratlve Analy51sz

‘zIn Essaxs.on
the Verbal and Vlsual‘krts.('Ed June Helm.~ Seattlee

Oral Ver51ons of Personal Experlence.

o

Unlver31ty of Waehlngton Press, 1973 pp. 12~14

Lamb.AJames.
5 _,{‘1979 TR
Lamson; Cynthi B

: Press Gang Toronto - Macmlllan of Canada,

'"Strategles and Storles From the Omaha

Occupatlonal ]i‘olklore..~ Folklore Forum. lO ll

LA

y .

:j McCarl Robert S.;T"Jump Story,_ An Examihatloifof}aﬁj

s

Occupatlonal Experlence,NarratIve.; Folklore Forum,,§§“f~ﬁ

" M'A ;Thesls, Memorlal;Unlver51ty"1980.

| ‘1974 1975‘ "

The Accldental'Tycoon}" Saturdax

n;fooqkyards.. Folklore Forum,,lO ll (19?7 78) ‘29 hl:l;}»iﬁfi”}

March, Rlchard..ﬂ Lust and Dlsgust on the Job Broadenlng "E.'*"u i
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'Porter, John., The Vertlcal MOSaIC.v Toronto. -ﬁ@iﬁgréﬁ%ﬁf;;f}V'

;of Toronto Press, 1965

Rosenberg,‘Nell V.m

Canada.“ In Canadlan Folklore Perspect1ves.; Ed. :#Iﬁ;g.ﬁ

e

NS

Ross, Irw1n.

n‘Stopplng. In In

Search of Canada.. Ed. Reader g Dlgest kiMontrealj'
Reader s Dlgest Assoclatlon 'l97lh pp.v282 287

Santlno, Jack.t ﬁCharacterlstlcs of Occupatlonal

Narrat1Ves. qﬁWestern'Folk%ere, 3? (1978) 199 212.,'

.\.'
i

‘Sigelman. Lee.@ ”Reportlng the News. AQ Organlsatlonall PRRNTAEE

Analysls.:
‘{132 151.
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