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Thisfstudykexblores'the fﬁctors.nhich impede,,en-

courage and fac111tate access to unlverSLty among

WNewfoundland Btudents who applled to the flrst year of:~

e atudles at Memorlal Univer51ty of Newfoundland 1n 1971

+ 1

It dlscusses the d1fferences~1n urban/rural, soc1al

P -

f‘class and academxc’background among those who entered

Memorlal, those who were accepted but, dld not attend/

and those who dld meet Memor1a1‘5 entrance requ1rements.

.

The study also explores the soc1al and academ&c

adjustment patterns among Memorzal s freshmen, 1n terms

iof thelr subjectlve experlences and attltudes toward

3the1r home commanlties, the un1versxty and the1r~career

expectatlons. lf'- o e ".f~ :%i;'.v';ﬂ- o

Attentlon 1s glven to the 1nterre1at10n of access
. ! ' r - '
and ad]ustnmnt to unlver51ty and’ the overall econom1c f

a

: and:educatlonalnstate 1anewfoundland;
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5“:3" ':j;{m;'“,;f"i For most western countrles the transrtlon in" educa--h ARSI

o e T : e
g n ?;,kﬁfg_;h tlonal opportunlty from 11m1ted access to secondary vﬂh.;giil' ; ﬂ‘fé

d ?Qii.Ej:}; educatlon to uldespread :adcess to Post-secondary educatlon R . }vf
;; £: - .‘:_;" had been Spread over 'a. country:. 4p Newfoundland thlstftﬁ'r | ,:?aﬂ

f;fj.:L.?'tt\”'ff.a change has taken place wrthln a generatlon.4: L“'"iii :> ,ff=; e
,t;aly,:fnéﬁ; :”fily".' Certalnly an empha51s on mass educatlon h;s.been .{h’f:‘-e.;.}

‘. u\ ' s
COmmon throughout North Amerlca, partlcularly 51nce the

D T T
e Ly

T L:%:iL;[f":.. turn ofrthe century. The empha51s has been a part, and‘ ;lf
’;?_;Ligiglztsiﬁ?'! “in, many ways a result; of. soclal changes characterlstrctff. ] ?
Ef {é\;an];'Q:t?: of the 20th century 1ndustr1a1 soc1ety. HoweVer, the dev~~ ’ 'u é
i'{fi;%‘_':f“f";i;? elopment of education in Newfoundlandxls unlque in’ both “; 'f_jﬁﬂ-é"
choed w L . o . . W

P AT the rapldlty of the transrtlon and ‘the! soclo~econom1c '_*;:|13;,’.
'?7}'_{;fff'~if';‘ background of those seeklng hlgher educatloﬂ;

oy

Nan
4
. Sl T
<
A
Aaine n——— A b

e :,f; Thls study explores access and adjustment to unlver-f

! : AN . N

ERPRPALT 3:;” 51ty among youn Newfoundlanders, in, terms of. thelr reactv R
R e § .
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R L U 1ons ﬂo the post~Confederatlon sac1a1\and economlc changes
S BRI Ry .

:ﬁiMfH'WA' .f;'ﬂif'ln the provrnce._ Background characterlstlcs are examlned

o ,\*// to det7rm1ne whlch segments of the popuIatlon apply to L e e
[ ° E " ..'_ “4 ."“ .
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s aunlver51ty and whlch galn access,, Partlcular emphasls is

S, 13

placed\on access among rural students sxnce 1t has been '

’~)/5’9;3‘Q_ rural Newfoundland whlch has undergone the most drastlc f;:._
. R L T PR CRIRTTRPARPI &
o ;.‘« o n . - e . i !' RS . H
'"B. Historical Background - - 3
’ i 3 ~ . B . . A R .I-. o A :4‘ . . K . . _-“ # A.!
1, . ‘University aftendance in Newfoundland and -Canada . 0L

T . The enrolment at Memorlal Unlver51ty of Newfoundland

. . . . ‘ " . ¥ . ‘.
has~1ncﬁeased from 307 students 1n 1949 to over 10 000. by

.f”‘-"fdgiin.- 1971 Whlle there has been an 1ncrease in unlver51ty en—-"‘*
o 0t

'.Q‘\ff' 'df_'ﬂ;ﬁ.frolment throughout Canada, partlcularly durlng the"60's, wifk' R

e \”‘n wthe rate of lncrease has- been most pronounced in- Newfoundland ,\ {
| , 1i‘The percentage 1ncreases at Canadlan unlver91t1es for 1970 ig"h?;;'\/
K 'W‘i.‘.iik, ,and 1971 comblned were the hlghest at Memorlal UanéISlty. : "21
e %?Parsons 1974 15) oo j'fin:"’,. . . '"“ %
) , Newfoundland however, st111 lags'behlnd the other . ‘E'
Ql‘f” | "“ 'ﬁibrowlnces in educatlonal opportunlty: The‘greatést dls~'\vv” ) -fg{
T SRS Ly T

‘-N'parlty Ln educatlon attalnment among school age‘ f?'ﬁl'.;-; ﬂfﬁh

by

"": Do tNewfoundlanders relatlve to»other Canadlans is at the elem—"‘-f; C
" - B 'Y‘ . .:‘

L s .1 t<u ientary and secondary levels._ At least up to the late 1960' '-‘ﬂf i %

‘lft'ai ;4,Ei‘:ff7Newfoundland had the lowest* chool retentlon rate in- Canada _: . 4;€
e L f.(Plke 11970: b1), ,and w1th1n Canada, Newfoundland has the - 4‘l1'}-¥;;i53"‘?
R d*;ilowest proportlon of: students who quallfy ror unlveIE1ty €$ ?;::‘_Exijﬁ?

121Wallace House, Mlnlster of Educatlon in Newfoundland, stated
Newfoundland -has the- hlghest proportlon to. populatlon of sec- -

1

§

!

'za'l-fZ“f:o_-..i'ondary and pogt—secondary studentd in Canada (The Evening . . "'5'

., 7y . 'Telegram, May 17,°1977, p.. 3). This might reflect different - .
{ 7 ... 7. birth rates within Canada, and/or reflect the finding by- Pike . | - 3’
g;“f " ... .(1970) ‘that Newfoundland- matriculants. are more’ likely’ than ~ - .4, ."
i DT e .other Canadlan matrlculants to. seek pogt—secondary educatlon. B
i ."\ M .‘4 ' " , - :-_‘ g
13 qu ."': ‘. \‘ s ‘-‘/— 3
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L attendance. \But the Newfoundlanders who do attaln a hlgh

.:;}~ to flnance hlgheZNEQuiftlon (Plke 1970), and the endeavor

. (1966 - 67) .

(3

_l:school educatlon ane?more llkely to contlnue formal educa»

J-s

“%ftlon than thelr counterpargs in’ the rest of the country

(Plke 1970 25) o Jn‘~, “[.“ . : -
f‘2;;'SOCial‘Class-addepcessfto ﬁniuersityj:*
. . . - v - . R ' “t : .'_ }- s

h“‘f In other parts of Canada post-secondary educatlon has"
"d;tbeen sought mostly by the exlstlng mlddle class (Plke 1970)

A number of explanatlons have been proposed for thls pheno— B

: memon, 1nc1ud1ng the economlc capac1ty -of the mlddle class

.

SV o

: of the mlddle class'to ratlonallze amd malntaln 1ts soc1al

base (Porter 1965)

."‘

Prlor ‘to Confederatlon, the populatlon of Newfoundland

e

' ~was composed largely of small scale producers, flshlng part—'

. A
,ly for commerc1al markets and partly for sub51stence. They

fnhad nelther the economlc means to flnance hlgher educatlon,

Inor a mlddle class status to ratlonallze amd malntaln.' By

g‘1971 however, a strlklng 70. per cent of Memorlal Unlver51ty

'*;plte thElr meagre flnances and unfamlllarlty w1th hlgher

LTy

lPlke calculated ‘the percentage of matrlculants who' enter-f:‘“”'
ed un1vers1t1es from Newfoundland- (1965 - 66).,. Alberta ... ..

(1966 ~"67), British Columbia .(1966 - 67), and ‘Ontario

'f“these four prov1nces. T

i
. .. - “ -
T . -
SR . : .
ST e . - R— ° Lo
. o e ! .
S - [
Al . /' ’ hs
. KN " ,
T . . i
,." . e
o . W
ST , »
P
.t O O T o
L . /
' .‘ ., ) . ¢
. . N
- N - ke,

.freshmen wexe from flshlng and’ worklng class famllles des~lt;~'

Newfoundland had the: hlghest percentage amongf:i;
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T Rl s e S S e AT A

R SN U U SV

P
Lenge te

JUCPUE PRIPIE T NSRRI e

JM e b LB L
* . .

S W

MU S TP = S PG O

PEPTES

ver

A TR



e o
k : » ’ ‘L .,f”
[ R a : -‘..
. ‘ . ‘ -
‘vn.>"v - 1 . N o . __:.‘: -
‘ 'eduoation. N Mlddle and upper caass students are neverthe—'.%' '
.,“l . RN .
- , less over-representated at Memorlal as compared to the
} general populatlon of Newfoundland’ What,ls dlstlnct1Ve 1L\
, ;“ about‘the Negfoundland 51tuatlon lS that such a large pro— v
. portlon of Memorlal’s freshmen have worklng class hack—f ,
: "“;: grounds.- R }~ o S s e
B CX ‘ : . fa".'~~-,- Lot "
g f(h;"-;3“.n . The rapld and marked 1ncrease of workln class B
‘ Lt s, B . _u. '
. Newfoundland students attendlng unlver31ty i 1n part a ) L
St Lo - ke A
e L responSe to the empha31s on. hlgher educatlon throughout
oo L e ' Canada.. To an even greater extent 1t 1s a response t% an
- } s_ ! - N
S 1nten$1ve government program de51gned to educate the pop-f
-“" ‘.‘ “‘ -
IR . ulace rapldly, largely 1n preparatlon for the new 1ndustr1al
.';f;.‘.f" soc1ety that post-Confederatlon governments hoped to bu1ld
. : '.t - o . .
T : 1n the provin T ;:
'ﬁi :'¥h~ {. Coe In order -‘to’ understand the dlstinctlve development Off
.:3';;*”i hlgher educatlon 1n Newfoundland, 1t is useful to know SOme— '
' fhig;_: thlng of the 50c1al and economlc hlstory of the prov1ncef
S o and .the attempts to transform its economlc structure 51nce -
';t-fﬁf. . Confederatlon w1th ‘Canada. 1n l9ﬂ9.- ‘ ‘ ‘5.;'F’ .
7;;;f' ‘3.,'Traditional_SOoio~economic Structure in Newfound%andﬁg.
TR “Prior.to Confederation,;the"economv of Newfoundland .
R 1See Hedegard 1972 and Table 17 (p 74 ) ‘ The actual @e&i ;A: _
e . centages differ between the two.studiés posslbly because. ~ .
B TR “3’5 of'differences in the operatlonal definitions of 5001al\-, o
P ’ class categories used; 70 -per cent is a compromise lnxthat,i
S . . it’is more than that. shown in'Table 17 and!less than'the :~
i SR = 75 -"80 per cent working. class freshmen at. Memorlal indi- o
R R } - cated by Hedegard. . For -an explanatlon of how the' term T T
~% C j{‘.soc1a1 class w111 be used in thls study gee’ below p. 5.0 ¢
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to that of more 1ndustr1allzed, urban reglons.

-r'*Uﬁ§Er“Class:"

24~ 40) are 1ncluded 1n this group.

T and mlddle class.

was organlzed malnly 1n term%;of numerous small scale in—..
dependent commodlty producers, flsh belng the main commod-
1ty. ’ The people were Spread throughout hundreds of 1so-"

lated outports, they had a. lower level of formal educatlon

’»-(Mcnlllster c. 1967 29) and a lower mater1a1 standard of

. _‘\r

llvlng than the rest of Canada (Alexander 197u 32)

Because of ‘the low level of formal educatlon 1n:

v

Newfoundland before Conkederatlon and the occupatlonal o

plurallsm among 1ts rural 1nhab1tants (flshermen often be—

)

- came salarled employees durlng the w1nter), the soc;al<

class structure of the prov1nce 1s not dlrectly comparable'

5

R

Therefore{”'

for present purposes, soc1al classes are operatlonally de—:

- e

flned as follows. o
\l . \A' ' ' - \ .

Wealthy famllles and/or owners or admlnlstra-

| tors of major 1ndustr1es.. ,' . L ."‘ J'

Mlddle Class.h Famllles in whlch the head of the household

,r'

has had profe551onal tralnlng, has a whlte collar job and/or

./ . '

Those 1n the Sem1—Professronal category of

/

the Plneo Porter Occupatlonal scale (Plneo and Porter 1967~

c1al autonomy

Large (e g corporatlon executlve gOVernment mlnlsters)

: and Some w1th1n Profe551onal overlap between upper class

Slnce the number of upper class 1n the i
'\.

san@ie :As very small they are clustered with mlddle classn

' has an 1ncome sufflceent to provrdg -a falr degree of flnan- '
b

Those Wlthln 0ff1c1al-‘f,

A

R

-
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0ff1c1al Small whlch 1ncludes small store owners, ,ﬁ
“Is classrfled as m1ddle class.- Those'from rural areas B
are prlmarlly outport merchants, who have had little for—
mal educatlon but are usually the most prosperous and
lnfluentlal members of rural Newfoundland communltles.,
iIn many cases thelr 1ncomes are comparable to that of B
Profe551onals. l | . .

;wOrking Classa Famllles in whlch the‘head of the household

has llmlted formal educatlon, is; engaged 1n a manual occup-hf

/

:"atlon ‘or has a whlte collar job whlch requlres llttle or no

'post—secondary educatlon. Thls latter group lncludes the
rcla551f1catlon Clerlcal and Sales, although lt is acknow- -

1ledged that the ‘income, levels of many ‘sales personnel is.

':comparable to those 1n the mlddle class., Worklng class

talso lncludes those in the categorles of Skllled, Seml—, s

Skilled and .Unskilled. E N _
et "“" --.' S ) ' '__ I . M : .
- ' . y

. . . (23
L3 . » B -

Flshermen and Farmers- Wlthln Newfoundland members of

. these.occupatlons do not readlly flt into elther the mlddle

or worklng‘class categorles. Flshermen and farmers are
’ 'y ‘ -\ > r

-part worklng class and part petty bourge0151e. Many own.

'

.| ‘/

f: part of thelr means of productlon but also engage in salar-~"

.

1ed employment durlng the w1nter. Most have llttle formal ”;

‘ educatlon, but thelr incomes cover a w1de range dependlng

iion the amount of 1nvestment and success of productlon for.

.each 1nd1v1dual Some 1ndependent flshermen operate from

B dorles and seek government assrstance or get jObS for the

"l‘




-

’ Those Seeklng ‘a unlverSLty educatlon went malnly to Canada
-or the United Krngdom.». : .

. Most small owners supplement thelr 1ncomes by flshlng or -

' w1nter, others work on company-owned long 11ners or drag-

»

gers and Stlll others own and operate several large’flsh-

1ng vessels. n.f
There are few large farm owners 1n the prov1nce.

.

L 9_,

through salarled employment.~

Flshermen and farmers cover the whole range of

. J . -

’soc1al class categorles. However, most have had llttle for-

3
’

"-1ng class, partlcularly those in rural areas, they are

S ,Edueational Attainment#BefOré:Confederation- Do

mal educatlon and thelr 1ncomes are comparable to. those '

class1f1ed as worklng class. Also,'lrke many in the work—

PN

‘ unfam111an-w1th hlgher educatlon and-have dlfflculty pro——l

v1d1ng suff1c1ent funds for, therr chlldren to attaln 1t.

Therefore, most references to the worklng class 1n thlS—

study lnclude the category Flshlng and Farmlng, although Y

s

the drstlnctlveness of fhlS group should belkept in mlnd.<»

s I

Flshlng and other famlly—based marglnal sub51stence i{

work d1d not requlre exten51ve formal educatlon, and the o
quest for hlgher education among those who drd seek 1t was

hampered by a lack of fac111t1es. Excépt for the mlddle

and upper classes in the capltal c:.ty,l St John s, and a ‘b‘y

: few wealthy merchants, most Newfoundland famllres lacked

the funds needed to obtaln an educatlon elsewhere.l

-~

J‘-,

o .o
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’College offered o the flrst two years toward a unlver81ty

‘degree.ll Many communltles were- W1thout hlgh schools,,and

: the1r services were’ needed at home, or untll there was no

'Vsame'tlme as the students.

Prlor to 1949 there ‘was' no unlver51ty, trades school

L w s 1‘

or, college of technology in the prov1nce, although Memor1al

.,

\

’often teachersﬁthemselves had only rudlmentary hlgh school

tralnlng.2 Formal educatlon was a 1uxury of the rich, the
only class whlch had the tlme and money to attaln 1t

For most~Newfoundland fam111es,vt1me spent by 1ts

'younger members in school meant tlme ‘and 1ncome lost from

“.the fam11y,~the ba51c productmonnunlt. Boys were expected

to work as soon as they were phy51cally able usually in

- ;thelr early 'teens.f G1rls stayed in school longer, untll

-

~

. 'teacher avallhble to 1nstruct them 1n the hlgher grades.“’“ -

: As long as the ex1st1ng economy d1d not-reqtnre formal ed-

Al i

ucatlon, andeed would suffer from 1t hlgher educatlon _was ';u

v‘not sought by many. In any case,vlt was. not readily avall—

able to most Newfoundlanders. q'ﬂ h,i‘f 'Q:E‘ ;.

s e Y
T

The term '‘trades’ school! refers to vocatlonal training
institutions and is interchangeable. ‘with the term.'voca-

__tlonal -school'. 'Both terms have been used ‘in “this text

as well as in other studles on educatlon 1n Newfoundland.

LN

21n some cases the teacher wrote the publlc exams at the

‘w
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:C Soc1al Change Slnce Confederatlon

e , oo mh' « SR Co. ,
o ' The economy wthh had prev;ously supported the rural ‘

populatlon of Newfoundland has been threatened durlng thlS'-

'.wif : Co . century by the demlse of the 1nshore flshery, due largely

" to ‘the 1ntroduct10n of 1arge company owned long llners and

4 3

' C draggers, together Wlth the’ exp101tatlon of the flshlng

h
grounds by forelgn vessels (Alexander 1974) Even in 1ts

v

1\better days the flshlng based economy of Newfoundland re-‘.

*

sulted in a lower standard of 11v1ng than in 1ndustr1al

1

parts of Canada. Therefore, many Newfoundlanders looked

. to Confederatlon wlth Canada not only as a means«to stabl— “.‘

l -
llze the tradltlonal economy, but also as a means. to 1mprove

! 1

the overall standard of - 11v1ng, w1th all the soc1al ser- ]"

v;ces and amenltles avallable tb ‘the - Canadlan prov1nces.

,/ . .Serv1ces can be provxded more economlcally for urban
. ’ e ) . ) . e -.
' ’ , 'areas than for lsolated, sparselyipopulated outports\ And :

a

the economy of the Outports was exper1enc1ng a down swlng,.

.

hence, many post-Confederatlon programs were orlented toward

attemptlng to achleve economlc and soc1al development '
- . N }. A LT
through centrallzatlon of the rural populatlon and through

N

P

. 1ndustr1allzauuon._ o ﬂ : ﬁ"

[ ..
- In attemptlng to hroaden the economlc base, the'. o0

. . T
. - M -
o . '

' government sought to develop.secondary~1ndustry 1n reglonaih~

0 ‘o

centers of the prOV1nce as the best method,of utL1121ng the )

avallable labour force and Supplylng adequate servlces to‘ L -

coa Y

| LB L . o

L,

-

; the people (COPGS 1972) .. ThlS Eollcy 1ncluded the‘~1ﬁf; Sl
N < B -
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.-

resettlement of many smaller outports to larger growth' Ly

centers; approxlmately 20 000 people (about 4 per cent of

» ‘i the total\populatlon) were resettled under the government

.

p§ogram between 1965 and 1975 (Department of Rural Develop- o

ment) This program probably accentuatedaa trend of popu—-

latlon centrallzatlon that was already underway as o

i

Newfoundlanders in 1solated outports sought the amenitles

.

’l . .
. of better soc1a1 serv1ces, formal educatlon, and a w1der
Qange of JOb opportunltles. The decllnlng rural populatlon

‘meant that some sparsely populated areas of the. province

, i '
‘Were llkely to experlence a deterloratlon of serv1ces. As -

‘ the populatlon dlmlnlshed ma11 serv1ce tended to decllne,'
* ' ) Ll e e
1t became more dlfflcult to recrult teachers, and the mer-'
. b
chant of the communlty was- llkely to move hlS bu31ness to

a. larger communlty. These factors contrlbuted to a| reallstlc
psychologlcal uncertalnty about the future in many outpofts,

partlcularly those Wthh had not recelved 1mprovements 1n

Ll

. - _serv1ces. In many casea, the young came to feel that thelr

future lay" out51de thelr home communlty.‘n o | "h; L
] -

Whether or not people agreed w1th the resettlement

[y

program, the mlgratJ.on from the outports and the :Lndustr:LaI— ,

1zatlon pollcy no- doubt helped create a psychologlcal atmo—

"*sphere»ln whlch progress 1n Newfoundland became synonymous
with mov1ng toward the llfe styles of urban North AmerJ.ca.l

1At the same tlme, there were ‘some contradlctory pressures ‘
from other government policies. Unemployment insurance . ~

schemes for fishermen, for example, have helped some. people "

to- remaln 1n thelr orlglnal v111ages. . : P
. A TN
L ,"..

-':.',‘.. ' . -.'-f'.v.,'.. . 10 B
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- .subSLdlzed by the, federal government built. new schools, 1m—

,.of Flsherles, and establlshed Memorlal Unlver51ty as a de—‘*

: gree grantlng 1nst1tut10n.' Durlng ‘thé flrst flfteen years

O

Even those Newfoundlanders who contrnued to work 1n the .

4}%hery wanted somethlng 'better for thelr chlldren.
Nothlng captured thlS mood better than the new cult'.‘

of educatlon.. Chlldren were advrsed by parents, teachers,

_ prlests and mlnlsters to "get your educatlon". Polrtlcans,

partlcularly Premler J. R. Smallwood, contlnually encouraged.-

young Newfoundlanders to contlnue thelr educatlon. It was -
Sy

: Smallwood s goal to prov1de free educatlon to all Newfoundlanders.

To reach that goal,;: the prov1n01al government, heav11y

~

proved ex1st1ng fac111t1es, tralned teachers, establlshed
. -

'vocatlonal tralnlng schools 1n central parts of’the prov;nce

and a technlcal college 1n St John s, started the College

" of Confederatlon,educatlon ranked hehlnd only transportatlon

and commUnlcatlon in terms. of total government expendltures

(McAlllster c. 1967)

N . : ‘. PEETEEE oo-

‘ The- rapid growth 1n attendance at Memorlal Unrversxty

"vreflects the fervour w1th whlch the Newfoundland youth re-,”

g . - TR

4 sponded ‘to the emphaSLS on uanEISlty educatlon. However,’

at the same tlme that Memorlal reached ‘a peak enrolment off
over 10 000 the prov1nce contlnued to have the lowest R

school retentlon rate in the country.- Memorlal's peak

enrolment 1s therefore not an. 1nd1catlon of mass access _‘

! .
to»post—secondary educat1 /1n Newfoundland ‘It seems'

v

n.”rather to beuanxlndrcatlon.of thetlmmedlate results”of a f'j. .

o R 5 . a L.
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-:'/ level of educatlon has not been entlrely overcome 1s seen -

generatlon unlver51ty students’ fg ' ‘.H- e

. program to’ rapidly educate a populatlon w1th a history of 1ow
formal educatlon levels. Evidence that the tradhtional low

" in the low school retentlon rate. If the tran91tlon from
llmlted to mass access to hlgher educatlon 15 still under— ; -
way, the questlon arxses as to how prepared the new unlver-}' B

51ty students have ‘been for thls sudden avaxlabxllty of ,1

hlgher educatlon. wMemorlal has attracted only a minorlty

[,

of the school age populatlon, from what segment of the {}"‘

- (

population are these students? How is 1t ‘that they have e

COme to- apply to unlver51ty when the ma]orlty of the1r

t

peers have no/g_,51nce few Newfoundland students could re-
ly on past experience W1th hlgher educatlon from famlly
members, who and what motlvated them to attend Memor1a1 f°'.

.2
'and what dld they expect from a un1versxty? Agaln, 51nce'5

<

. ot : ok oo =
L BN R S ST PV SVl e il

famlly members were probably unfamlllar w1th unlverS1tﬁes,:
I

what adjustment ‘problems were experlenced by these first

3 . . '
s . ! _/h L. . ' 1-

o The research reported in thls the51s was de51gned to :
anestlgate such questlons. Its purpose Was two-foﬂd~

(1) to examlne the process whereby Newfoundlanders apply .

PPV NUUPPRF TP

for, are accepted for, and agree to attend Memor1al .

v vyt

Unlver51ty, and (2) to examlne the adjustment problems

) P T P R VP LAY S

(that these students encounter when they flrst attend 'ﬁ. *.ﬁ.? .
‘Memor;al. I o }/j“.‘ “
. L /
i
A ) K _,} .
- : \ . o8
i ' "- ¢
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f;‘Newfoundland in. 1971 Not 1nc1uded was the. related 1ssue

Tl

‘a;blems of adJustment o ?“:.\ﬁ'

13.

R S e

c - 7« " PART I
' @THO’DOLOGY T

The factors related to access and adjustment to
Yo e . u,'

‘unlver51ty Were explored among Newfoundland hlgh school

.students who applled to Memorial UnlverSLty of

e

: i
'~of lack of access among those who would have llked to

attend but for some reason d1d not apply. Kowever, the :
\-

;dlfflcultles expiﬁlenced in ga1n1ng access among those
'-who dld apply g1ve some 1nd1catlon of the range of barrlers

-faced by non—appllcants. ,

A mailed questlonnalre survey and elementary quanti-‘

tatlve varlable &nalySLS ‘were used to research the factors

i'characterxstlcs of the appllcantsag Personal 1nterV1ews and

a more qualltatlve ana1y51s were used to explore the pro—‘

i ! B o s
"%

‘A questlonnalre form (Appendlx A) was sent to a

.t

‘sample of appllcants several months before reglstratlon at

lMemorlalm A number of these students who attended Memorlal

‘i'as well as other\freshmen, were 1nterv1ewed at varlous

*p01nts durlng thelr freshman year, in most cases during the

”latterﬂpart,of the winter term._ Stratlf;ﬁd_:andon—eéﬂ;ling ;

v ) LN R . \ o e

P

y’related to access to un1vers1ty and to determlne demographlc ;

:

as -

. - .
st O oo ot AV At A B Am Rt S
. . - . . . s -




Co tematically selected although’tﬁe 34 £ormally lnteereW“ \

At

"!;was wsed: to determlne'whrch.applxcants would recelve the.*

. cants-were a heterogeneous group._

';were excluded from the survey...

B tLESS‘MARRIED, OUT—OF-PROVINCE,

3,BORN BEFORE 1952

;at—the tlme df applmcatron (Table 11.,

~ed were all in the survey sample.

sample group would represent the poPulatLOn bf lnterest

A(Newfoundiand hlgh.school senlorsl, the £ollow1ng groups

f 1

' . .
. . ; . .
r RS / . Lo~ ’
. ' ¢
K M ! oo

] : - .14
LI "

qpestipnnaxreq The atudents 1ntervxemed were less SYSH \

K

The unxversity apPli“ G{

4

L

L

.s,‘-JaJ\,

6 LT TABLE 1
{ . Ly ' '.u : i . N : % ]
' R SELECTION or szmpm_.: . et .-:g.,.

NUMBER OF FRESHMAN APPLICANTS ................. 2993

A

.'..'P..l....’I'.'......"..'.':‘:;5:‘13‘.‘

POPULATION FROM WHICH SAMPLE C o I

4 .

.'4‘;“5 DRAWN ....l..I...I..l...l.;l.......l.‘q-..“. 2480 '.‘D.

¢

ThlS ensured all students Ln the survey llved in '“',;

- A

Newfoundland, weére 51ngle, and were 19 years old or less-"

v

To lnsure that the _'f' "

"

The last prOV151on,f,;

5o

',wasfmade to-mlnlmrze the number of students Ln the sam«~'9'*

. .‘ 1
| years.

1, o e bn

.Ple whD had heen auay frqm schgol fOr a number Of f'; '&;?f'

Admittedly, each.of the groups ellmlnated was

.

-
*‘6-

0n1y~2 of tne appllcants in the sample wﬁo entered ez
MEmorlal had Been out of h;gh.school for two years. L

v oo - . Do

¢ o ’ %.r:. . e ot
CoE ' g <y
l,” appllcants thh.a non—uewfoundland addresstw‘u
fﬂziu ﬂmrrled appllcants, .5_ 3 };;:'¢ o . )
. 3. \appllcants born hefbre 1952 '7‘.; f ‘iJ ‘Q R ;,;i:ﬁ"” .

19 7
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faced w1th adJustment problems p but '1t was felt that N

these problems would be of a dlstJ.nct enough nature to . N

contamlnate the data, whlch attempted to reveal the
' 'typlcal'. ~characterlst1cs of freshmen.
k Furthermore, each of the groups ellmlnated d:.d not 7

:&}g\ie the- same barrlers an‘d/ornlncent:wes to attend unJ.ve_r.j-

. ;.‘,si‘ty as dld students commg dlrectly from hlgh school. ..
Non-Newfoundland students were not ellglble for all the
govermnent flnanc.Lal a1d programs offered to Newfoundland.~ ,
students. . Marrled students from Newfoundland were ellgr—; :

< ’ ‘ \ ‘ '
N ble for' greater government f1nancral support than s:Lngle
students, but also e:.ther had greater f:.nanc:.al respons:.- - S

'f more f:Lnanc:Lally secure than single students because of - .

. categor:l.es by place of res:Ldence. N

B:Lllt:l. S due- to hav1ng to mamtaln thelr fam:.lles, or were_'

/

f:Lnanc:La,l support from spouses. " Some older students J. e. <

"

those over 19 years, were ln a better pos:mtmn to flnance

theli: own un1vers1ty expenses because they had worked for R

s

some tlme after hlgh school Also, appllcants who were/

older than 21 years were elJ.gJ.ble to be admltted to um—-
(rers:l.ty as mature students w1thout hav1ng completed 1he‘ .
N . . l B Y Ve - . T

mnmum requlrement of Jun:l.or Matr:.culatlon.

After el:.mmat:mg t.hose not to be~ :anluded 1n thef.'.
sample, the remamlng number were placed 1nto théee "'f‘;,’

\

l Clty : St John s ':,-,.",' . ~=,._ L o . i
2 La‘rge Communlty. . Corner Brook Stephenv:.lle ' Grand 4
( Falls, Gander and ‘Bell: Island e

e ! . . ,"‘ e R ’\.. f ' ; }.':." ’“v': """‘ '
f: Q |_ Ll e v 3 ' : > .

e P e s e T 0

L %
R AL PPN PN TSP RPN S A
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_ ’.the pro‘vmce,« and the locatron of Memorial Unlversrty of-.‘

3w Outport All communitaes not represented 1n 1 or 2

‘,5«"" The CJ.ty category 1s se,lf explanatory St. John FRREES

-ﬂ :Ls the largest communlty 1n Newfoundland the capltaJ; of~_-

"-:_*Newfou.ndland. L

The communltles 1ncluded 1n the category Large Com—

»'-"cants from each commum.ty. At least 40 students from each
""'} of these communltles we:r':e flrst year appllcants to ,A -
. 1
it Memorlal 1n 1971 All ‘other- communltles had a substantlally

:’“.smaller number of appllcants, w:.thJ.n the range/ of one to S

‘ ,'ften students.‘ ‘ o "“',",

'I'he populatron of these towns range ’from seven to ISR A

Loat '(j'

. ‘.‘.'T__thlrty thousand. . Happy Valley and Labrador C1ty, both 1n"~ "’ SRR

, v Labrador, had comparable populatlons. ' However, a large

fproportlon of the res:.dents 1n both communltles were smgle Lo
?“‘.work:l.ng males.' Less than ten students from each of these :
/ . 6

- ;":towns applled to Memor:.al J.n 1971 for the freshman year, f_'
therefore, these con;munltles were class:.fled as Outport
'.ml'ra'ther than Larger Communlty._. ' o .“‘. Ll " L
e 'I'he cornnutres represented 1n the Outport category all " :l_ )
\had ten or less appl:.cants. ’ prllcants from ‘112 such com—

\

munlt:u.es were represented in the sample. L

ot
-

Sampl:.ng from these categor:.es was strat:.fled but

- by W .
Lo e
P
' . . " . 0
. . PR
' - \ -
\ .

random w1th1n each subsample. The mtent of the study was’ R
- 'l' . R ;

to examme the types of barrlers to un::.verszty and to ex- ,,

plore the adgustment patterns of freshmen from different

. N L e . R
i ’ PR L "
-~ . A C .
-, t
- i B 4 3
e .
' P A
! ‘ : 7 { :
. . ¢ . .‘(
R S . o 4 . v
/ ‘ - . . o "
@ :
- .

, ,'munlty were selected on’ the ba31s of the number of appll- '
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- backgrounds, rather than to test the pr valence of each

varlable among the appllcants.l Sampl:mg'.was stratifled :‘i {

among Clty, Large Commun:n.ty and Outport s:.nce students ':: ’

4 '. from communltles wa.th:.n each o.f these categorles encount-
' ered dlfferent barrlers to post—secondary educatlon. :
ES L The percen/tage of students 1ncluded in each category was " '
somewhat arbutrary, w:.th an J.ntentz.onal underrepresenta-— :
o ' . t16n of St- Joglm s~students; : It was felt thatﬂbarriers to
' ' a un:.versﬁ:y educatlon would be more cons:.stent among S
| St John s students than among students from d:.fferent -
N ‘

outports throughout the prova.nce. . For e:;amﬁle, all

St. John's students 1ncur the same transportatlon and ac-. -

N commodatlon costs 1n attendlng universxty, whlle the cost :
for eaqh outport student depends on the- da.stance of hJ.s/her

home communn.ty from St. John's. ‘

In order to determlne the range of factors related

'

.‘.' e .o to access to unlvers1ty, ,~1t was deemed preferable to over-'-

W S breakdown of Crty, Large commu.nlty and Outport w:.thin ,the
et IS . Newfoundland populatlon ., among all the- appl:.cants among

those sampl'ed, ,an'd among those who returned the questlon—' L

!

nalre forms ‘sént - to them..

vy .A . .-—was 380 whloh was 15. 3. per ‘cent 6f . the appllcant populatlon.
NS . Upon de01d1ng the percentage of each subsample relatlve to ,

T L the total of 380, the subsamples were s,elected as follows. )

SR PR

although 1365 (SS per cent) of the appllcant populat:.on

: F , represent the outport appllcants. Table 2 (p ‘18) glves a o RS

i The total number of applacants 1ncluded 1n the sample ‘A" S

. ' " e
e sl Ardman e e e+t P
" Vel - o

B Y




g:.ves a skewed dlstrlbutron to the data collect\ad The

f.l‘fpopulatlonp ‘ o e N

o j-" LT ," TABLE 2

SELECTION OF APPLICAN’I‘S BY COMMUNITY SIZE -
.CIT¥ R LARGE ” OUTPORT TOTAL
IR COMMUNITY - i ' .

L=

S e e SRR G el

‘"NFLD popum:rrou ‘182 0012 o es.y ) 522,1000

P
I

T ’ R - . ' N TN . N . """b .
APPLICANTSI 03100 - T o 1400, 78500 . . 2,d800 .
SAMPLE. RN V0 PR T S0 LRI T ER AP 1Y B

-,,:'REETUIRNS 1‘1..‘6'-.‘- R S I S 2T EURAEIE 1

\: . A :‘ _ .4‘- ‘.’A'

: 'aSource- Statlstlcs Canada

bThlS figure excludes marrled students . non-Newfoundland

~'residents. and appl:.cants born- before 1952. R Lo )

f'*were from outports, 1t was decmded that 251 (66 l per cent)

' was then complled by randomly selectlng 251 Outport appll--'“"

1

cants from the 1365

-

method was used for Clty and Large CommunJ ty.

1:Lsted alphabetlcally. 'I‘he same selecthn

. .
N

It must be stressed that the selectlon method used

)
v

V_'of outport appllcants affected by the w:Ldest range of factors

-‘ ay

‘related to access to umversxty. . The chlef shortcomlng of

: "th:l_s method was that the data do not represent the actual

N

-

A 1etter was sent to each member of the sample, mtro-“ '

. ﬂ . K .
. . . .
o #, A -
o ) .ooee P / .
MR . S .
: Lo @ L
- AN
LR ‘ '
.A.) “\" o

»

-

‘,of the sample ylere to be Outport. The subsample Outport

':, .‘advantage of the selectlon method was a greater representatmn .‘

proport:.ons for the subsamples Wlthln “the total 5pp11cant

.."",duc:mg the’ researcher and -sollc:.tlng a551stance (Append:.x A).
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v 'In only one case d1d a person reply that he could not par-' -

- .employment elsewhereu

$t1c1pate ln the study.‘

attend:.ng unlversn;y and had already left the provlnce for"

~students J.n July,,, 1971.

’respondents to the questlonnalre.“

Adancy for more females than males to" respond

|0 MUN |
"RESPONDENTS S0t 135 s0.6 | 132
o NON-RESPONDENTS ‘z,”, 62,549 51

‘-To'rAL SAMPLE T aer she: is:_i_

if they had been accepted at Memor:.al, 70 3 per cent of

those sampled had returned the questn.onnalre

He had changed hls m:md about
) S:ane thJ.S appl:.cant was from

St John' s, another appllcant was chosen at random from

“

. among the St John s appllcants

The questlonnalre from (AppendJ.x A) was sent to the

Table 3 g:.ves a breakdown by sex

B of the appllcant populatlon, and of respondents and non- ’

'I‘here was a sllght ten-f' '

./ ,- .
' TABLE 3

oo

RESPONDENTS AND NON RESPONDEN'I‘S IN ORIGINAL

{ . SAMPLE BY’ SEX

- 4
’

1971, APPLICANTS ' S e T
: ;01769 59.1 . . 12247 40.9. 2993

49k 257
45,1 113

TOTAL

%
100 -

100
100

,4'8.2"' 380

As Table 3

hows A females were over-represented ‘in ﬁe sample. . The .

‘ <~_dlstr1butlon by- sex for each commun:.ty category :Ln the

‘. sample 1s shoWn 1n Table y (p 20 )

<

s

By the mddle of August, 1 e. be/fore most of them knew

"y

100

e et A A B R = T
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ENTER.

"NOSHDW:_“ respondents who were accepted at Memorlal but /"“ :

B . R . ) ‘ .
. who dld not reg:l.ster in September, 1971.
. - 1

HO © ,COMMU‘NITY\')‘ P SEX . . el e oo

‘-1971-‘ BT

ﬁ PAss- .
_. ' courses at Memorlal

. of greater than 50 per cent,

' after the flrst term because of low academlc standlng were .'

R - ’ i c
. . . i - i . .
(‘ - » L ,u . 20— .
T .- \ﬂcv«‘ ' ' .’ o .” ‘ﬂﬁ :\l L ’:-. ' ,-4 ool K g
oL . . . . 1 -
- TABLE g - TR TR I

" SAMPLE:

, 'S'EX;BY‘VHOME.:. COMMUNITY - - - g T

N . o e ! PR . R L PR

"« MALE . . .FEMALE " - TOTAL -
. 3 8 N

- NO...- X' . NO.. ‘NO. R T

R

v .

29 53T L0250 U603 BET L 10000
LARGE COMMUNITY WL sel? ot 3L B5L3 .95 11004070
-127° 50,6 - - . 124 i k9.4 3B1

"1"0"I'AL‘_..D'.. 41977 sliee £ 183 ¢ 48.2 "3_60'5

'QUTPORT :t'd 0.0.

160.0

The data collected through the questlonnarres were .

.

later categorlzed as follows-- » : o 3 .

APPLICANTS., all respondents. -

A F
L s . .

respondents who' regn.stered at Memor1a1 in. September, ro
. s : . [ N s

e

\ ‘ .
© -

respondents W:Lthln EN‘I‘ER who passed gxelr flrst year U R IR
N e -

that J.s, who recelved an average grade R

FAIL: ' respondents Wlthln ENTER who recelved less than 50 " Pt
. }
‘per cent average in thelr flrSt year courses at Memor:.al

Thoseb who were requlred to w:.thdraw from the un:.versrty

T

class:LfJ.ed as FAIL- o ',": R o

x

NOENTE R :

all respondents who d1d not reglster at Memorlal'"' .

in September, 1971 o P ,.’ L

).

Zi a3 e e s oAbt b LaRe S et 3
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s
‘entered Memorial and listed Medicine on their registration

21

v...' .

NOQUALIFY: - respondents who dld not meet the academlc

®°,

requlrements, :Eor adm1ss:.on to Memorlal in September, 1971

oo
1

An attempt was made to prov1de a breakdown by, faculty‘
of the appllcant populatlon the freshmen class at Memor:.al':"‘

in 1971 and . the'fsample grohp g Th-ls was of llmlted use,.

o
’

' however, J.n determlm.ng how representatlve the sample group

9

: . ,
was of the populatlon, or even ‘the acceptance rate among !

s

students applymg for the varlous facultles Thls was due
to students chang:rng the:Lr mJ.nds between when they appl:.ed‘ .

-and when they reg:.stered, and also to some of them slmply

not know1ng what faculty they were enter:mg. - For example,
/

only 24 students applled to the faculty of Med:.c:.ne, but

'.73 of Memorlal's fr’eshinen"::n 1971 actually l:Lsted Med:.c:me,“

. as- the faculty they were enterlng vhen they came to reglster.

Thls would :Lndlcate that 49 appllcants deea.ded to. enter -’

Med1c1ne after they had applled However, an’ appllcant
'to Memor:.al 1s not perm:.tted to enter Medlcine in tlk f:.rst'-

'year. Those who plan to do Medlcme must flrst enter the

- ;,"

aculty of Sc1ence, complete several course prerequ:.tes
and then apply for adm1ss.1.on, to the School of Medz.cme.

Further, of. the 160 freshmen in the sample (ENTER) , 1

h l:.sted on thelr reg:.strat:.on forms a major whlch d1d not

i

co:an:Lde w1th ‘the’ faculty they had llsted, for example,

one of them llsted French as hls major and" Commerce as the‘-‘g

That J.S, if the 24 appl:x.cants who stated: Med1c1ne, all

.forms, then- 49 other applicants dec:.ded to reg:.ster for

C Medlclne after they had applled.

>

.-

-
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'faoultj}... These. dlscrepanc1es 1nd1cate that some students,

-were 111-1nformed about the course

1

: post-secondary 1nst1tut:.ons among Newfoundland students. .

: Table 5 (p.22) shows ‘the breakdown of the appllcant popu-—;

P,

—s—=""""" 'ENTER SUBSAMPLE

' EDUCATION . 1074 35.9

econcernlng lack of career J.nformatlon and knowledge of |

L €

latn.on, the 1971 freshman class, and the ENTER subsample

-

from ‘the survey

et TABLE

L3

L

5

/

LI:;ACULTY: 19 71 MEMORIALIA.PPLICANTS 1971 MEMORIAL ,ERESHM'EN,

/ _-/

~ __,—

s

FACULTY-2

"N‘o. - x o

.. PHYSICAL EDU- - .- 236 .7.9. . .
eamroN L - . T

ARTS . - . - -'690 23,0,

_SCIENCE © ' ;360 12.0

-ENGINEERING o170 5.7

-

SOCIAL womc .. 162" 5.4

COMMERCE : 117 3.9 -

NURSING ‘ N ‘I’, 092 . 3.1
'f,,ngICINE S 24 .8
“"lOTHER o o . 68"_ 12; 3

e 7553 100 o

' 1971 APPLICANTS

NO. -

.. 731

148

i

458
. 281°
116
114

o,

100"
6 B
87
73

"

. kS
Further evidence is- prov:Lded 1n the follow1ng chapters

S

e

//

/o

1971 MUN .,
" FRESHMEN - °

%
34.0 -
.6:..9;
21.3

13.1

5.4

5.2

t17

3

‘-No."-'.

s offered at Memorlal._

i

R

ENTER

e
%,

. 37.5 -

©. 10.6.- -

13.8.

"17.5

;5‘00 . "

3

llll

ﬂ31-

3.1

T ].' -‘:9\

" 100.0

: 2152

-

99.9.

T

and faculty, the faculty listed: ‘was used.

160

aWl'uerca there was a dlscrepancy between course major .118ted

’

PR .
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. The data collected in the survey were a.nalyzed by

s:l.mple statlstlcal techm.ques, malnly frequency dlstributlons

. ”

. and cross tabulatlons. The X test of statlstlcal s:.gn:.f:.-

. e . cance was computad for the latter to getlsome J.dea about the )

legltln}acy of generallzmg’from the sample to the general

, f‘ K /

e

S T cause the. main lntent was exploratory, and because the sample

was not truly representatlve of the appllcant populatlon
(1t was Stratlfled by communlty category and females were
-over—represented) 1. the statlstlcs should ‘be taken as’ sugges-{

t1ve rather than conclusn.ve. For cross tabulations 1n
oo .8
th.ch commun:.ty s:.ze was a var:.able, the data were welghted

to approx1mate the true dlstrlbutlon w1th1n the: appllcant '
o populat:.on, before x2 was tabulated o

'I‘he G ade XI grade averages of all members of tl'(e'

sample wer obtamed from the rec0rds of the prov1nc1al o

: ':"'. e } K Department of Educatlon and the Reglstrar s Off:i.ce1 at L \ ‘
. 'vj ;' o ) Memorlal UniverSJ.ty. These were the OfflClal records nsed .

o by the un:.vers:Lty :_n detemlnln:; whlch students quallfy for' '
adm:_ss.'x.on.. In addltlon, the Fall and W:Lnter term grade
averages of those who entered Memorlal in September, 1971
were /obtained from the Reglstrar s Offlce records. . WJ.-th S
 the" except:ron of Grade X averagese wh:.ch the appllcants ’
. R : themselves supplled, all academ:l.c grades were obtained from

» the off:.c:.al sources and are therefore rehable.,,'

ol

L ’ Lo ' Toward the latter part of the sample group 8 second

[P,

tem at Memor:.al, a small subsample was selected for a -

- \

Ten

B N

populat:l.on/of appllcants, ) But 1t should be noted that, be- : ST _

B P S SRR SR

T e et e . Seipe 4 B emln PR b 47 ¢ A Ta b



‘ground, and preconcelved J.deas of un:.ver51ty, related to'

“‘ for thls followup, . an attempt was made to represent mem—-f‘

- bers of thelthree categor:.es, Clty, Large Commum.ty, ‘and

j'elsewhere in. thelr second year. .t

~

followup study to ascertaln how SOClal and academJ.c back-—'

actual unlversz.ty exper:.ence.' In select:.ng students '

- . dn

»Outport In addltlon, the subsample was des:.gned to 1n—:,

',_clude males “and females, and those whgp 11ved at ‘home, off-

,,'

'campus and in remdertxce ('I‘able 6 p.ﬁS) ThlS\ 1nformatlon_ .

o .

. was rece:l.ved from the Reg:.strar S records o.f students'

'«addresses, A scannlng of thJ.s l.'l.St revealed that w:.th

t

' rare exéeptlon CJ.ty students llsted present address as
: ~be:1.ng the same as home or. permanent address, md:.catmg B

wthat C:Lty students 11ved at home dur:.n.g thelr f:|.rst year

7

at unl.verSJ.ty, -ho, at,tempt was. made to 1nclude the few ex— /

ceptions’. All C1ty students 1nterv1ewed lived w1th the:n.r /

"

. parents',- although a: couple of them Had plans for 11v1ng

- ,. )
‘The use of the Reglstrar 8 l.'LSt of addresses wasg .

Fl

found to be a fa:Lrly accurate method of determim.ng the

':St ~John'' s res:.dence of students, although it did present

S : BEA

some problems. N Its ma]or shortcomlng was that some

"\students had changed thelr place of re31dence s:.nce enter-

!
1ng Memorlal. ~In suchfcases, every attempt wae made to

contact the persoﬁ"a—t h:.s/her new address.. There was-no f-".'-

v

: '11mit placed -on the number of attempts made to: contact the

- .-'students selected All students were telephoned (.m several‘

{

"cases a number of calls were necessary before f:.nally con- -

tact:.ng the.student) and requested to take part in the

o . < PR P -
B e it T 5

an Plmmmie s e

it e w aw -
B . 4

e
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“TABLE 6 \

C Lk

'HOME COMMUNITY . * . - ° '7~"'PI_.,ACCE: OF RESTDENCE

" 'LARGE COMMUNETY " . .3, = 2 "4 - < T 9.

1 .
DT

INTERVIEWED STUDENTS: RESIDENCE PATTERNS.BY. SEX =~

' OFF-CAMPUS - RESIDENCE.. “HOME * ..TOTAL

"M . F .- M F. M_F -

cerrye v L =t oo g4 7 10

v .

. ouTPORT .. . 4 3 0 B o <0 - as

Torar- . 777376 "8 6.4 34,

1nterview1ng IR

'I‘here was no dlfflculty in’ ascertamlng wh:Lch students

llved w:Lth the:.r parents (St John s address was the same asl

L4

_v.‘permanent addressv) and those who l:wed in' res:tdence.l Among s
. ’students who lJ.ved off—campus however, there was no' way to

determme who was in a boardlng house, as'opposed to stay:‘.hg’
. '-.with frlends or relat:.ves.‘ Also, ‘smce the St John 8 ad—".
. 'dress of students :Ln basement apartments was usually a “
street number J.n a res:.dent::.al area, .they were 1ndlst1nquls-“, -

: able from boardlng students. For these reasons/a‘ll out of

' . town students llvlng off-—ca.mpus were: clustered 1n the same

' ;group i. e. Off Campus. 'As 1t turned out thls category
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included one J.nterviewee who ln.ved w:.th his s:.ster, another :

"who boarded w:.th a frlend, and yet another who l:.ved in an -

‘. o . N ’ -
- . . H

M

'apartment with’ her s:n.ster. S T VA

The pr1nc1pal a:Lm 1n choos:n.ng students to be formally

¥ .
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_.a product of how ea51ly a student could ‘be contacted and the .

: terv1ewed later, thJ.s had an ‘a'dded advantage in. that these

"students had a cleare,r idea 6t how well they had done in

'the humber 1nterv.1ewed J.n each of t.he sub-categorles found

_faced by frghmen. Th:.s was partlcularl-y true among those

U B

~..1nterv1ewed was to J.nclude at 1east a couple of students
in each of the maln sub categorles found in Table 6 (p 25

'The exact number.lnter\uewed w1th1.n each category was largely

’tlmeu avallable for 1nterv1ew.1ng.‘ Slnce one of the 1ntents
; "of the J.nterv1ews was to get the students’ 1mpre991ons of

',then.r soc1al and acadenuc adjustment dur:mg theJ.r f:Lrst year,

'the 1nterv1ews were schéduled as near the ‘end of the w1nter

: _term as poss:.ble, mostly durlng the last two weeks of clasSes.

To maxlmlz%a-eﬁﬁ number ‘of :Lntervn.ews, a few students who dz.d not

! A

'intend to 1eave 1,mmed:|.ately after f:.nal examinatlons were ln—' .

thelr final -exams. . - - o L
- ' ' b ' /‘

‘A total of 34 students were :Lnterva.ewed formally..

The chmce as to the total number J.ntervz.ewed as well as ‘_ a

in Table 6\was a product of the tJ.me avaJ.lable for 1nterv1ew- -

\

"mg and how easn.ly a student could be contacted For example,

/‘

several Of:E Campus females from La.rge Communitles were ranb

'domly selected from among the sample, but w1th1n the tlme
'avan.lable for, the 1nterv1ew1ng,, each of them e:.ther could

not be contacted had too demandlng a t:.me schedule, or could

.

not stay aftbr classes because of transportatlon dlfflcultles. L
‘ The fact that a number o£ students were not avallable for the

interv1ew reflected on some of the adjustment dlfflcultles -

.
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v-who could nct stay ‘on campus after classes because they
. would m:l.ss the:rr ride home. However, lnformal 1nterv1ews.
"with students in th:Ls situatlon provrded data on the' dlf— '

' fJ_cult.Les they faced - o R : ‘ R iy
- .were recorded qn tape w:.th the /full consent of the students. .
.'Confldentlallty was assured
. 81ty experience, J.t was thought that remndlng the students S
‘cate the rele.es they had g.wen earl:.er Therefore, whlle

dmnded that thJ.s was a follow-l.!p of the questlonnalre they |

had completed the: prevrous summer. i

‘ taklng. ghlle SpElelC areas of adjustment were. of 1nterest,
L quest:.ons were, for the most part, purposefully general in: -

. order to determine the students J perceptrons of adjustment

-,discussa.on developed. : S:mce there was no t:Lme llnu.t, each -
-student could dwell on, and emphas:.ze, any one aspect of

h\a.s/her adjustment to whateﬁer xtent he/she cons1dered
T ¢

) necessary. ‘This strategy resulted in the 1nterv1ews be:rng
put the studeqts at ease.. . ) _‘ I

i continued after the~' ,tape, recorder.was stopped, often y:l.eldlng ,

“27

e e

1 [

i

A

The actual 1nterv1ews were done at tha unlversz.ty and’

Ve

. ' i I ' 2 :
S:ane one of the purposes of the mtervrews was to .o .

—

deternu.ne changes in attltude brought about by the univer-

[N

fof the questlonnalre mght result 1n ‘their trymg to- dupl:.- ;

l

the purpose of the study was e:-:plalned, no- student-was re- s

<

) The J.nterv1ews were seml-—structured, with no note

issues. The order:l.ng of questlons depended upon how the ’

’ b
hl

SV

\

7

'more l:l.ke conversatlons than J.nterrogatmns and seemed to

" For. at 1east half of the interv:.ews, the conversatlon

.‘.

‘ ,
T

ctakainia o




'moi:e pertinent° information than the recorded p'orti.on. "Notes IR &

- . . A3
4 . ey

were taken on- the unrecorded segments after the 1nterv1ew
was completed L ‘ . . ‘- ol T T e o | . S 3o
e < . . N o . )

In selectn.ng the students for the, nterv:.ews, I eh.nu.- 2

nated all those known to me- personally ' Most of these e

students knew about r.he research and my mam 1nterests. o

Therefore, in more socrable surroundings than the offJ.ce - .

-

: tape recorder seétlng, I had many long d:rscuss:.ons w:.th them o _

about thelr personal ad]ustment to um.vers.lty. DJ-SCI]SS.‘I.OIISI

K o

w:.th them were more of an 1nterchange of - 1deas than the for-— R

v ‘“

., .
R
By

- mal 1nterv1ews and must therefore be analyzed from a

(S

somewhat drfferent persPect:Lve than the latter. They were

however, lnvaluable and should be- c:ons:.dered part of the ' S

1*

EEEENY

study b Slnce 1971, several dozen students have part1c1pated S t,: v J

.’m these 'dlscussmn 1nterv1ews' Lo o L

L Although thls 'study :Ls eese;en{‘.n.ally~ llm:x.ted to a sam- ) - PN

ple of the 1971 fresl'unen durmg the:.r flrst year, follow-up

. 1nformatlon subsequently became ava:.lable on several studen‘ts.-

Thls follow-up has been solely through personal contact

L

and may not be representatlve.u The 1nformat10n galned, h

s“r: ever, does augment the other parts of the study.

1
'rape recorded J.nterv:Lews were conduc

"m

g mth fmzt and . ]

vy

.' second year stu/dents at Memonal in~ -anuary and September of

1976 for a —radJ.o ser1es I 'came :|.nvolved in on student R 1

adgustment patter ' Interv:.ews were also conducted in 1977

w:.th fo‘_ '.Memorral students (most of whom had f:.rst entered

Lo 7,

-

4 Memorial :Ln the early '70'5) , for a radio docu.tdentary on . ) ET ¢

T
. - 1 RN v N . L
] . . . o . s d




I employment oppo,rtunltles for un:.veggglty graduates. :-f ,In-j

s

fcrmatlon from these 1nterv1ews J.llustrate how‘ spec:.f:.c

/ . [

adjustment trends and attltudes toward a un:Lvers::.ty edu-

: Q E ) : catJ.on have pers:.sted or changed smce l97l

_, ..\

At po:.nts :m \the text where 1nsuff1c1ent quanltltaq/ s

< AR tlve data preclude a- conclu51ve explanat:.on - “thef 'suggested'
' R explanatlons are based on the qualltatlve data mentloned

Lm0 Cont:l.nual contact has bee; ;nalntalned w1th Memorlal fresh-—‘

j‘-’i’ h _';'Vmen 51nce 1971 ,, o RERPTRL /‘,
‘ L The “use of mall—out questlonnalres dld prov1de data _
( s | , “ : Won factors relategl to eaccess to un:.ver51ty Although per-
- ; . ’ “‘ o sonal 1nterv1ew1ng of the appllcants would have been pre—
‘.“, . A B ferable for thJ.s kln‘d.of exploratory study, thJ.s was,‘_ ‘
< fl \, unfortun(ately, net' poss:Lble w1th:|.n the budget avallable.,

L ' 4 q Alth ugh ta.me d1d not pe.rmldtexten51ve 1nterv1ew1ng .

X ] o . pf appllcants ,and freshmen befox:e the quest:.onnalre was "" ’
e ;'-. - \ {'sent out (thls was’ done on an 1nformal and random bas:l.s) ,
:,S '- l ‘| oa : '_' u".a pilot study would no doub:: '.h_‘ave resulted :Ln a more re-.": "!_

S ,}r: ; ~'El;med questlonnalre. ‘,For example oapbl:.cants were asked '
& LA "'f:how -often they attended church aand how often they" antl—-;f.
" ; ! _"cipa‘t//d attendmg church once they ‘had entered Memonal
Lo"";' ,',‘ a . . :"The 1nterv1ews¢:w1tl't freshmen d:rsclosed that the reasons

}‘ ' S ,""'for church attendan,ce were more relevant than frequency ‘

‘ T - ,,(,'of attendance Many outport students attended church for
= '%“;i;s.oc:.al as” welllas reln.bglous‘reasons, an ant1c1pated de-" : \
., i .f ‘ :: -;' crease J.n church attendance v;as not necessarlly a reflect—-
/ ? :.', . ion on” parental pressure‘or rellglos:Lty Because thJ.s ‘
" i . ‘- RO T '“".':"“ “'“ I H"},’ e e T :

it £ e
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’ ﬁ’:'- a A 3 L - i L ...‘-"
- ’,‘ . . ".' . , . ' . \" ) . :
. ‘v . . c- ) R N . ; ~ ’ e
‘ o e - .o . ‘_: (”/5/.?,,,.‘\ e . oo : :_“.' ;51
PR factor had not been recogm.zed in. des:.gn:.ng the questlon R
e L e T i naa.re oy the 1tem could not ‘be: analyzed rellably. ;‘_,‘;.';.f'_ A e I
T ’The seml-structured :Lnterv1ews w1§:h freshmen were L
' ‘3; found to be a satlsfactory method of determlnlng adjust-\'."-‘,_ :
' i BT ment patterns.{ 'Of equal signlf:.cance, ‘the" susta:ned m-—“""".
I formal contact w:.th students prov:l.ded extens:we qualltat:.ve-.
v > s e T 2 o e ":‘1" ’ .
S data on freshmen adjustment dlff:l.cultles. T . 3 ‘ ST
) - % Append:l.x B llStS the frequency d::.strlbut:l.ons of all ]
B t e var:.ables contalqed 1n the cjuestlonnalre for ENTER and ’.
ORI ' ENTER. They are 1ncluded to supplement the analysm.i..
‘ Although many of the varlables are not dlrectly dealt w1th
‘, . ) ;m the text, the dlstrn.butlons re included because they A
- . D z B
' prova.de further background J.nformatlon and,,may be of interest
. e the re@der. A | : _,Z : :"'_f , L “ S
' [ : ‘ ° ‘ v : ’: s -" D * .{f.: ) '..- R k’ -'\» . ’ T )3‘
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- i these factors relate to access and adJustment in other

; parts of Canada. Essentlally though ‘the chlef purpose of ~~-\ ¢
:fthls study is. to 1nvest;gate the factors whlch decide who-;;,; o
'applles to un1ver51ty in Newfoundland why they apply, i %
‘ whlch appllcants galn access - and why, and to explore the “'3 £

lﬂ-ﬁadjustment problems the : successful appl;cants encounter - é
;' ' once they enter un:.ver‘sz.ty. - DI ‘ o
-, - “’.' E‘.
e A ’ - . '\ L3 ‘
) - o ST R

' gat:.on 1nto ‘access. and adjustment to um.vers:l.ty w:l.th:x.n K

.v-thls prov1nce must take 1nto account over/all hlstorlcal,

‘-areas p01nt out the factors common to all unlver51ty

- R ."4
. . [
- . . ~
a8 .
. . 3
Lo ' i
: o -
. . . .
, b
. ' .
. . . Y oo A
. . o e s .
oo

up 'coNcLusrou"T S T T
. ‘/,_- .‘z ’ o ] / ' . . . ) . q’ ' - . L ) . .

Confederatlon'W1th ganada in 19u9 resulﬁed in: drama-ﬂ,‘

tJ.c 5001al and economlc changes in- Newfoundland The o o \ i ,

:fdlrectlon ‘consequences and nature of the changes have , u
'been reflected 1n the development of hlgher educatlon.' ‘
- Young Newfoundlanders who applled to Memor;.al Unlversity

: ,were a product of these changes. Therefore, an 1nvest1-' R

RN

K .'-soc:l.al and economlcfc1rcumstances. : Comparlsons w1th S e s

“”access and adjustment patterns amohg students 1n other “_vn,lﬁ"f” .
. e

asplrants 1n thls country and also pornt to factors whlch L :
:"1llustrate the dlstlnctlveness of unlverSLty educatlon in ,7Lf 'iu.,j'

Newfoundland I ,'/77: ‘.” “,f *:}— T :5-u»§f'f -

ThJ.s study attempts to do both i. €. place ac_cess and

A adjustment :Lnanhlstorlcal context as well as :Ldentlfy how . .. : ’

FONNE
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To study these questlons, a sample survey was taken 1*};;i3;i o

s o . }of hlgh schxol students applyzng to Memor1a1 Unlver51ty B ﬁ

. “/'1n 1971. mhls gave background matetlal on.a nunber of var—?
: - ‘;lables related o, aPPlYlng for and belnq accepted for ffri; ;Z'JQVt
%”édswail%célszi?unlver;lty.{ More detalled 1nformatlon about why students ERENE )

.n.--027}13-]~;'Z?applled to unlver51ty, and about the klnds of adjustment 'ﬁffihﬁ .
SR N R L el
' "‘xi'f_-problems they encountered there, was gathered 1n a number

) : of seml-structured 1nterv1ews and 1nforma1 COnversatlons np;ﬁ' S
T w1th Memor1a1 students. The ma1n body of thls thesls f%’. e .
A N a R

reports and analyzes the flndlngs of these 1nvest1gat1ons.ﬁ R S

R
¥
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S U CHBAPTER-IIC i oo
T A
. .ACCESS TO UNIVERSITY "
A, Access'toﬂUniversitY'Among Newfoundland‘students
ey : N .‘ ,'_ a L = ' - . . " N
As the educatlonal fac111t1es have 1mprovea in both}]

. quantlty and quallty 1n Newfoundland, students have been

. led to belleve that the more formalleducatlon they recelve,

N

thhe better equlpped they w111 ‘be- to deal w1th life' s pro—

'”‘:blems partlcularly those a55001ated w1th economlc dlffl-‘
ifcultles.:.Thus the-fa01llt1es prov1dedtare usﬁally fllled -

"'to capacrty as soon as constructlon is completed Among

1fthe 1973 Newfoundland matrlculants, 93 6 per cent attended

a post—secondary 1nst1tutlon the folloW1ng year (Parsons

'\1974 73), 1nd1cat1ng that very few hlgh school graduates

,con51der matrlculatlon as the en% of thelr formal schoollng.._

f

ngh school matrlculatlon, however, contlnues to be jf

\
1nacce551ble for most students (Table 7 p 34 and Table 8,

o

f«\ s

p . 35 ). : Us1ng ‘the school retentlon rate 01ted in Parsons

(197“ 50) and data obtalned from the Department of Educa— N

\\ tlon and Memor1a1 Unlver51ty, Table 7 estlmates the retentlon'

of 1961 = 62 Grade II students through to unrver51ty in

(1971 « It 1nd1cates that over a third'of the students 1eft i

.l

et e gD
N * N N

——

3

P

school before-Grade XI._ Many of those who dld stay had ;.,~:F~"

dlfflculty completrngthelrsecondary educatlon.- In 1971
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T g s B R ok IS AT T 6 e OF 1961—62 GRADE L
i " S g : % T S WO T R, II ENROI.MENT it
. B .". o i :* 4 f.: A ; "' . "I i .'\ Sl s’ A . . 3 R :, . ,"
GRADE 1T, 1961-62 L VL, 'u59 A 100 0 ,_“li}'.;
L e g GRADE XI, 1970 71 | .‘- S -'_9;121: [ 63-1 W
kg GRADE X1 PASS, 1971 IRIPEITREAL -; 4 655 .:i T s ': 3
0 ik N GRADE XT. MATRICULATION, 197,11 . 2.,l|67 LR L R, (B
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Voo ‘ e
'.,.;‘ Parsons (1970 48) stated there were 9, 124 Gkade XTI students‘ h g
LA E .Newfoundland during-the. 1970-71: school 'Year and Table - 18
ki . % . . B (p35) indicates there -were 9, uuo canldates for the- Grade | S
e ; Sl XI public examinations for that year. . Parsons' -f:.g‘ure - el 3 @
P 5 e used for this table’ since it was- used in calculatlng the . P
g I b "1961—62 Grade II enrolment e T e . : <-""» BRI
« % PR N .' . o LI " ' - '
a.' B 5 . o b . . ., o I I . 't .
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s E A 2} 1970 71.‘ ; L OV A T T

v

e
. Y ale
S i E,

!

e
. i,




f“§4\f:3 o :only a quarter of the Grade XI canldates matrlculatedfﬂ:‘

e e T e
R o ,:;.ﬂﬁ R
AR PRNERE ST 0 .

.....

‘ C e : ‘\ . iy
x\x_u S ;‘;.1(Table 8, p. 35 ) ; 0ver a. flfth ‘of  the canidates were

S ;3eithqr reertlng exams they had falled before or. were o
s ‘f.'/taklnd courses in- an %dult Educatlon Program. At 1east
'?ﬁ'"ﬁijhalf othhe canidates could have qual1f1ed for some

post-secondary course but for those who falled and at -5

"ﬁ‘,least some of those who wrote 1ncompletes, the only op—'

. TABLE'8

5 o by e ’: l .

Ul 1971 GRADE XI.PUBLIC EXAMINATION RESULTS® ™
' wavercunawzs . o Cews fzo efr~

cooTel T eassc o aaes o 2 camaete o

\'. INCOMPLETE . .- ;533:{5.2226{ﬁf':3',r Soe2qs L T

oL S e Towm 10040, -

*source: "Statlstlcal and Graphlcal Informatlon Derlved "
- from the" Grade XI: Public Examinations from June 1971";'

"and Youth, January, 1972.A-

v

'”ﬁtlons were to repeat Grade XI'or: to flnd a Job. “i-r'f';lﬁh:

‘Division of Educational Planning,’ Department of Educatlon{;f::

s .
B
.
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-
-
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o only 14 per cent of this Grade I group However, a con-

Y

N ?; among appllcants, but as Tables 7 and 8 show the appll- ': '?"u.QB:l

,

.cants to- Memorlal wére themselves a select group. , n'. '-.,E ,"

' ThlS study concentrates on accessg to unlver51ty "T_.Q,":" ' L

.

L -

Almost ‘40 per cent of . the 1961-62 Grade XI students were : T o
not even,ln'the p051tlon to apply to unlver51ty-1n~1971;

In short, a study on access’ among appllcants deals w1th BRI E f\ﬁ

51deratlon of the barrlers to a unlvex51ty educatlon exper-'t TR

/

; 1enced by those'who dld.apply to- Memorlal glves some lndl-

catlon of the klnds of barrlers which undoubtedly 4mpeded S

seems to be related to an. 1nterplay between access to 1nfor-'

o,

1
access to hlgh school matrlculatlon among the majorlty of
L . | s oL R R . . . N A
. _ . ;

students. S o '”t i -:' o A
B.‘Choosing'a PoétQSecondary'Institution‘f Lo T ' "aj
;‘Access'to post;secOndary~institutionSin Newfoundland S

t
L ORI S D
matlon and avallable funds.“ The majorlty of hlgh school Ty

,,,,,, : L
U

Faae

1Tablé 9, p 37, whlch often results in the ch01ce of "i- ‘.f:.g -,

g . ., Y

1nst1tutlon belng based on the avallablllty of funds re-:

¢

latlve to the.,cost of:attendlng any -6ne post—secondary~' S o '?_f

1nst1tutlon. R ST LT

-

A”," Matriculants, while generally ill-lnformed about S o i

post-secondary 1nst1tutlons, ‘do - tend to have more 1nforma—'
tlon ‘than the whole Grade XI group (Table 9, p 37 ). There »;;l;—+¥j
are a couple of p0551ble explanatlon for" thlS. 81nce most.

matriculants attended a- post secondary 1nst1tutlon after

i
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e el truzfx", TAB;E‘sf*j:;" '

KNOWLEDGE OF POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS. ;

”;?;'"'J:,’f 1973 MATRICULANTS AND 1974 GRADE XI s'rUDENTsa

A

| \;f'A‘?ER\CEN? Kﬁéw;uc K LIT&EE,dR'EOTE;NG"*

S r1973 T 1evw T 1973 L1974 197300 . 197k

:MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY Lo 23/8000 85,2 T84 . 51 9 W L 4Tee
"_"VOCATIONAL §CHOOLS j""fqu;li\'gfségs - K A S 5. 2033407-'7<-j.';}155 Q:f
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AR T 3
hlgh school,,p0591b1y they made a greater effort durlng

Ca P”f-ﬁv ’hrgh school to f1nd out about ‘the varlous educatlonal
Y R 7

optlons than those ‘in Grade XI who doubted if they would

4

matrlculate, and/or career 1nformat10n and academlc success L.

N €

'!imay be related,ln that the educatlonal envrronment whlch
‘.a531sted students in attalnlng matrlculatlon may have also
jﬁ‘prov1ded them w1th support servzces such as career 1nformas-"
'tion. In any case, whlle the matrlculants tended to be |
ﬂ;;‘:{gj most 1nformed about Memorlal Unlver51ty, for the most part
f:they knew llttle about the other post—secondary 1nst1tutlons
;they could attend Choos;ng a postsseoondary ‘lnstltu~t '

‘u'tlon could not therefore have been based on full knowledge

I3

\5of the optlons avallable. . I
The avallablllty of 1nformatron is greater the larger ‘
‘che hlgh school and thus the larger the communlty. One ex-

‘treme example was a 1976 Memor1al freshman fron Franc01s, .

- a small isolated outport, who was famlllar only wrth teach-']',{"“

e g g At i 1 T e
. 4 . .

"1ng as a_career optlon. Not surprlslngly, he reglstered
A'f,ﬂ;‘ ;-if 43' at Memor1a1 in the Education program. By contrast, another |
. ‘v-1976 freshman from.st John 's. had had the oppbrtunrty in
_:ﬂGrade XI to meet w1th people from varlous professlons. She””
e ‘selected courses atMemor1a1 wh1ch would enable her to ‘
‘fgspeclallze in elther med1c1ne, physrotherapy, blology. of
‘gj "{' ﬂgﬁ?;‘j',chemlstry, she knew her lnterest‘was prlmarrly w1th SCLence'
m}‘; f-":i .‘;i 'and wanted exposure to a number of . scrence .courses 1n order
. ito flnd out whlch 1nterested her most.. Innterns/of careery
1informatlon, thetunlversity was_the on}y oPtion_ayailable p

e T . o . ' ' ’ . RN .

U
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”to the Frangors student bt for the St. John s student the.

'-declslon to attend uanerSLty was ‘a matter of chorce.g She]if
,bhad equal access, in terms of 1nformatlon and prox1m1ty, to
‘fthe unlver51ty, the College of Trades and Technology, nurs=

:”.1ng schools and the College of Flsherles.

\

- Informatlon about, and subsequently, the cholce of a

' post—secondary 1nst1tut10n has been medlated by the ploneer

1ng experiences of brothers and 51sters.' Thus applicants

"hdwho did not enter Memorlal in 1971 were less llkely than."l

J

, ENTER to have 51b11ngs who had attended unlver31ty and morem‘

“ilkely than ENTER to have 31blings who had attended trades ,"

N}

"nschool or nur51ng school (Appendlx B,p 184Nos.24 and 25)..

In addltlon to knowledge about . post-secondary 1nst1—

tutions, Parsons (1974).found COSt and proximity to homeuln-‘
fluenced students choice. Cost and proximitY‘are‘reiated -

'in that the greater the distance: between home and educatlon—'l

al. 1nst1tutlon the greater the cost of attendlng. Thls may

' 1n part explaln why such a‘low proportlon of 1971 Grade XTI

students from small schools. and thus small;towns, applled

to Memorral (Table 10 .p. 40 ). Slnce over half of the 1971,fﬂ
‘ifreshman class was from the Avalon Penlnsula (Parsons 197u.
v122), it follows that these outport students’ who dld not
apply were. mostly from areas far from St John s. '

'Government pollc1es on flnanc1a1 aid have not only en-

cA

'couraged Newfoundlanders to seek a post-secondary educatlon

Zbut have also lnfluenced whlch instltutlon they attend. As'

t

government flnanc1a1 ald for unlver31ty students decreased

/
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. L S L

. NO, OF STUDENTS. ' - - . '_APPLI"C.ANTSa‘ o NFLD.. HIGH . = . . 4.

IN GRADES' IX 70 XI. 1971 ..o - 'SCHOOL 1974 .~
S K - N I U R

LT e T el oF - g e RNOLLORT R b

I UNPPRY \-2 7 X S '-‘,,x-.-’SCHOOLS‘ o

 LESS THAN 99 ) " . . 41 15 3. L se o alde
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100 =199 sa‘ “,.'20;17‘: Swe s Tl L
200 ~ 2990 00 v26 9.7, - C3g. Y 21,5 |
. 300-.399 L 19 . 71 Fa6 - a0 -

w99 . Tsgl 3l T we T

T
o < » ‘ UL S . o K

OVER'500- . .~ . - ''109 . 40.7 .. ... 12.., 6.8 "~

] f‘O REPLY . - - L RIS T E e ' ;

WEIGHTED TOTAL, - . -268. 100:0 177 - - 10,6 . V.

C ""'.-""-"'V-’SAMPLE.TOT'},!L- e 267 . -

v . el

I Datawerewelghted to represent the size qﬁ hlgh schools
S ew f0d among' all applicants to Memorial in 1971, We;ghtxng
- - . ratios: City - 2.67, Large Community - .66, Outport" -
- .82, These were applled to the breakdown of agpllcants
in each subsample by size 6f high school. The weighted. . .
" sample: total exceeds the sample total due to roundlng of o
numbers: 7. : N '
bSOurce. “Dlrectory of Schools. 197u 75", Department of - | .~
- Educatlon, Division of Research Planning and Information, . o
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador. - These flgures'
~overest:Lmate .the number-of students in Grades IX to XI in.
- those schools which also had ‘lower grades. . The figures'
' have beern moderately modified e.g. a school with 220
studerts in Grades VII. to XII was inecluded with schools

“Z<s;ii,TA”':f ,,f'_ wlth 100 - 199 ‘Grades IX to XI students.-
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Q,ln the early '70's and 1ncreased for VOcatlonal school | I

b
students@

among wqulng class rurg; students (Parson 197u 100 12u)

the enrolment at Memorial declxned, partlcularly

Many Grade XI students began to. percelve trades school as

'a more de51rabie and expedlent optxon (Parsons\l974 124) 'jw

v,
%

cally successful students, 71.2 per

respondents gqu

cent of. all Gr

'areéS (Eable 2

1students 2'

allf;ed for

:Pls)

I- can:.dates.l

In 1971 Memorlal Unxvers;ty attracted/gostly academl— .
t of the survey

orial as opposed to 26. l per-.

It'also attracted a

proportlon of students from, St. John's than rural ,

St John s . Grade XI stud.nts d1d

“better on the publlc exams' than the other Newfoundland -

'

The rural students were least llkely to matrl-

culate and the least 11kely ‘to apply for adm1551on to N

' Memorlal

-

,w1th appllcants t6 unlver51ty.

-

v

.

D

¢

'(4'

Almost}all the data collected for ‘this study deal * -

The dlscussion is concerned

.
1 i

Lot q
- with“access to unlversity w1th1n thls select group, although

- as noted, for most Newfoundland students accese to unlver-

91ty 1s lmpeded before appllcatlon. . \'

I

A
11970~7L. |

T

v

15‘f'

However, not all the 1971 appllcants attended ‘Grade XI durlng .
‘Some of them would have come from the Incomplete . -

-category" 1n Table 8 (p.35'), and others finished Grade XI a:

- ‘courses . taken
attaln Junior’

Ih 1971, st.

~ year or.so before 1971 ‘(Appendix B, p. 175 no. 2).

‘Also the

by Incomplete probably enabled some of them to

Matriculation. h

. John 's Grade XI students- comprlsed 19 5 per cent
~ ,'of the public examlnatlon canldates and 25, l per cent of the-~~'
%matriculants._ - . R _

[

o

[,

. .

I




‘ackground_Qharacteristics of Memorial's Applicants'

- & L .c“ : _"
- The majorlty of- Memorlal s appllcants in 1971 wereu

~ f' I somewhat unllkely canldates for a. unrver51ty educatlon when ‘

one con51ders the'tradltlonal route .of access ev1dent 'in f' S ,'z‘ﬁ
s B

. most of Canada.T First, 1t is somewhat remarkable that over

Bl ‘

- '.'-: ";v two thousand Newfoundlanders fert entered Memorlal 1n 1971

when.most of thelq parents had not completed hlgh school/

R

(see.Table 11, p. 44 and Table 17, p.74‘1 And second, srnce .

1

L oL -a unrversrty educatlonvhas in most places been notorlously g
Lo PR expenslve, 1t 1s, ‘on the surface, surprising“that most of

the students who sought a unlversity education were f;om
4

worklng class famllles (Tahle 12, p.46 Jd,a soc1al class

hx} Whlch generally has d;fflculty absorblng the expenses of., T

o e «post-secondary educatron. ) L uuh'fif*—' ‘ ‘f;? :

oo 1 T Unlver51t1es throughout Canada ‘had substant1a1 in-

Y

.; crepses in’ enrolment during the 1960 8. The polltjcal,

- 3

S social and economlc condltlon whlch preclpltated these lné_
creases no - doubt contrlbuted to Memorlal's rapld lncrease

v :-:,'f‘ﬂ in enrolment as well Plke (1970) found the 1ncreases

i

o resulted from an lncrease in high school matrlculants,\a _
";‘4>?roup in whﬁch the mlddle/cijss was over-represented. hi.f'f'
N _ Jansen (19Z/L/£c d the freshmen at York Unlversrty to be
3; S ;////pred6¢/negtly from the rlslng rather than festabllshed'

il K -

ﬂﬁﬂrf;ﬁ- ' .fmlddle cﬁgss, -a flndlng whlch mlght reflect a dlS 1nctive .
-;,:_If‘ N 'characfgrlstic of York Unlverglty s student body . or. mlght o LY

reflect;} a pattern of higher educat:.on s becomng more o

:accessihle.i L ".5. "Jk'm'-fclf'iﬂ"il-fi:f"? ‘ .} LT
.‘3 Co : N R . :.'I" -9 8 .r'.h S . - " . o i
B - L,. R T R

S S
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L AR " . There J.S no doubt that the number of matrlculants has

~'been .1.ncreas.1ng .1n Newfoundland, due to a substant:.al J.ncrease

¥
N

‘J.n the facil.ttles for secondary» educatlon made ava:.lable

e sinc:e Confederat:.on.i And the mlddle class J.s over-represented .
' ih : ’among Memorlal's appl:.cants (Table 12, ‘ps 46 ) and freshmen n ‘ "0/.
(Table 18, p. '75 ), but unlJ.ke most other Canadlan unlversl—
tJ.es 1t dld not constltute the majdrlty of students. ;; -'.ty‘.i,f
‘. ‘ ‘ Hedegard (1972 2) found t.hat 60 per cent of the parents of | :
. " ‘ the 1971 freshmen at MemorJ.al had completed no more than 10 ‘ -

o years ‘of formal schooling and 75 - 80 per cent of thelr

e fatheﬁs were in blue collar, work:mg class, occupatlons.]_:',‘

g .-_-V.Among the appllcants in the sample, 74 per cent of the:.r o

o o fathers and 73 ll per cent of theJ.r mothers had not completed
y "hlgh school (Table ll~, p. 44 ) Whenj the data on fathers ' ‘('ﬁ.'f"‘
" - r0ccupat10n weﬁ’e we:.ghted to repures/ent the soc:.al class c.:.s—‘-- “
. .t,rJ.but:Lon among appllcants to Memor:.al, about 60 per cent
- ' j‘, - "_Mf‘j"were 1n worklng class occupatlons. _' o \ '; .

: o ‘_*' » Among the freshmen in the sample (data not we.'l.ghted)

Cer T " ) ‘the proportlon was also 60 per cent. Hedegard surveyed

b,

? : e T
; . sample, so, hls est:.mate of the proport:l.on of work:l.ng class 1 .
Senn oL e at Memorlal may be more accurate. It was not apparent from )

¢ - a

The fJ.nd:Lngs clted from Hedegard's 1972 report= vere pre—

' ‘con51derab1y more of the 1971 freshmen than were in’ thlS o _, o

b eyt Tan Y,

A K A T e A TR o3 gt i

e e s

e gt

R T

Nk

- B -, " = - « te - . t - B} -: " '_.. . K c.
e v b 4 e Kt TN B P S PN R 9 i ety s Sl e et
. . . e e T L A

3 } IJ.mJ.nary, although Hedegard mentioned that most of them - -
. . were substantiated 'in further -analysis, Most of these T
“ Fn, data were later’ presented in-Sharp (197ll) R ST e 'v,:;;.
B - ’ ‘ i I
e L ] az'l‘hese percentages were based on. the total number of respondents S
L we 700 .t who stated their parents! educatlon, 1 e. No- Reply and Don‘t Know
LT L weres not J.ncluded. e T e P . : R
.o o . . :’ R ¢ B - R [N T - . . t . . ,‘ ’ . ., ' .
.:“ - . ',:. l.a . . A .' "\’,',‘.
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,ﬁegéggrd{ijrellmlnary report what c1a531£ication system §.ﬂ

..-.'t, 5

,;*inithls su ey may be due to dlfferences 1n class;flcatlén. .
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l‘n any case, ‘.Lt was apparent :Ln hoth. stud:.es that the' -

majo::i‘ty oﬁ appllcante and freshmen wez'e from workl.ng '

P

.:- ; class backgrounds, whereas 'mlddle class students were‘
ms . ': .

si'tua.t:Lon is reversed J.n Newfoundland due to 3 number

m the. ma;orrty at most Canad:.an unl.vers:l.tres.

[N

.

' of fact;s- "

N

h t, mai‘nland. .

.

. o i a’ ' ' ‘ PR
.1, ‘The ma]orn.ty of the Newfoundland Male Labour

Force J.s employed J.n worklng class occupataons (Table

12, p. 46-1-

‘ socral change program

. Wh:Lle the ggoyernment‘s ,soc:.al and-econom:r_gl_‘i
g

pared for major 1ndustr1al-

lzatlon, the latter has not been real:.zed

The anticrpated

R

need for spec:.al:.zed sk:.lls has not mater:.allzed.

Many of those tra:.ned for tecth.cal occupatlons have

v

moved to the 1ndustr1allzed cehters of the Canad:l.an w

s,industnes contlnue to be ‘the’ ma]ot employers, and these' S
requ:l.re few hlghly .tralned workers; ,

Unlve&:srty has had a 1arger workJ.ng class from whlch to .

—

7

LI

In short, Memorlal e

'Mlm.ng, fJ.shJ.ng, forestry and serw.ce )

attract students than un:Lvers:Ltn.es 1n the more J.ndust—"~'

e

L

mddle class

LT

'\.

RN

r.rJ.alszed areas of - the country.

~ .

"2.. Many memhers of the white collar, educated

i;'f.'

f Newfoundland have trad:.t:.onally been ~

»

8

I

-

i e i et e e s nent

L

it .

oo

LRSI TP S

~ transrent :ﬁmn:.grants, a consequence of lmu.ted Co

/ V.

educatronal f,ac:.lrt:.es prior to COnfedera,tJ.on.

‘a

Many of

"provi‘nce, and many of the provrnce's upper ‘

! .

' ‘the imported professionals who have remamed in the
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The 'fJ.gures are we:.ghted £0 est:unate t,he representat:we a -

dlstrlbuta.on among -all 1971 Memorial -applicants. :. Weight- .. .
CITY - 2 67 LARGE COMMUNITY - .66 OUTPORT- Sl et

’ wow A s N . [l . Y Y N .
. 820 - Ny r A i 4 T & ' - '
& ' §, & K . h .
. . - A o
2 B 5 g . 3 - o Sy g [
3 o3 i . [ s . 1 P P

e -

bOccupatlor; Class:.f:.catlons are - based ‘on’ the Pmeo-Porter ) - ;&

= - .

. +

_‘Occupational Prestige Scale (Pineo. and Porter. 1967:36). - 5 -l
" FISHING, 'listed under SEMI-SKILLED-on’ that scale is here -.- . '~

included with -FARMING .to dlstingulsh fishermen 8 ch:.ldren

" £rom those of sem—skllled occupatlons. TN T Sl W . T.' *y
o e . .\_ o .“\. '! Tk ,:..-j, -..:,.‘ ‘_..;"' ".‘:‘ . ‘f

‘SStat:I.stlcs Canada Census 1971 Comp:.led from a summary i
liating 6f. the Newfoundland Male Labour' Force 15 years and .
over. i
‘and. in the ~P1neo-Porter scale are not | dJ.rectly comparable. A
Statist:.cs Canada data. are included ‘as a gulde to- the ‘,gen- R o
eral occupat:.on d:.str:.but:.on in the province. g AL

5 :
N a_— i . = ! ) »

d'I'he welghted sample. total dlffers from the actual sampl'~

total due to, round:mg of numbers. A, L ;‘~.‘_-.,

Occupation classifications used By Statistics: Canada’ 3 -

s
& .
Y

b}
.
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3. As part of 1tsx program to ralse the educatlonal stand-

-~ The P:.neo-Porter.’ scale llBtS a large number of 1nd1v1dual

occupatlons withln each claSSa.fJ.catJ.on whereas the

‘.mlddle class send thelr ch:l.ldren to ':'u'niv'ersiti"es "out—‘_

‘ "s1de Newfoundland.jll.1 As, a result, the proportlon of the .

-

_nu.ddle class wh:.ch seeks a- hlgher educatlon 1s greater than

' '-that represented among Memor:.al's appllcant lJ.st. ' A nat:Lve,

professmnal class :m emerglng from Memor1al Unlversz.ty s

e graduates, however, and this may reduce the outflux of

"-e-students to dther unlversit:.es in the future.v_ ) /

R ardp of ,Newfoundlanders, the government prov:Lded f1nanc1a1 '

o~

TR -

. A: ‘.aBSJ.stance for attendlng Memorlal Un:.vers:.ty In 1971

| . students were ellglble for a Canada Student Loan, free

tuitJ.on, and a grant to. derray the costs of attend:.ng

i

: 'university. The amount rece:l.ved depended on, the needs of
"each student. Thls flnanc:Lal ass:.stance enabled many -

__;work:.ng class students to offset the cost barrler tora -:.

N

'univers:tty educat:l.on.; _

a reservatlon is in’ order in makmg further comparl— .

. sons here. The Plneo-Porter Occupational Cla551flcat10n -
. used in category.lng students" fathers occupatlons 1S ‘not -
ﬁ"_dlrectly comparable to the breakdown of the Newfoundland-

fMale Labour Force 1971 obtalned from Statlstlcs Canada. ) _"

o ‘1There is Iittle hard data to support thls\ {atement . How- S
- ever, I have known of a vnumber of students from upper . m:l.ddle '

class families who ‘have gone either -to the mainland of:

- _Canada or -England to- attend um.vers.xty. Further, most of .
" the middle class 'NOSHOW's :m the sample had applied to an-
o other unive.rs:Lty. ) .

r
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’

N usual occupations. C

~

' Newfoundl anders .

v '

Canada bre a.kdown

| llstEd from thlS study s data.

. of social class background

EI

‘4

occupatmnal types are clustered w:.thm the Statistics

' 'l‘he latter was matched as closely as =

pOSSJ.ble w1th the Plneo-Porter scale but the reader should "- .

be aWare that there are undoubtedly 1nherent dlscrepanc1es.7 :

Further, students were asked to state thelr fathers' usual

occupatlon lf,l at the tJ.me, he was unemployed.

-~
. The

Newfoundland Male Labour Force does not 1nc1ude the . unem-l

ployed wh:Lle they have been a.bsorbed w1th1n the occupations SURRIES

‘The Un‘employed ,,category -
in- Table 12 (p 46 ) refers to students who stated that'?f'-- ‘
the:Lr fathers were unemployed but d:Ld not’ state the:Lr
VAT » |
Given thls prov:Lso, lt does seem clear that, wha.le
the maJorJ.ty of appl:.cants were working class, mlddle .
class appllcants were over-represented relatlve to then

overall Ne%:foundland populatlon, a slgn that the barrlers o

to unlverslty educatlon have not been: eradlcated in -~

Newfoundland desplte f:Lnam:J.al aJ.d programs almed at

mak:.ng a um.versn.ty education access:.ble to all qual:.fled

. Table 12, (p 46 ) shows' that 36,5 per '

cent of- the appllcants were mlddle class as. compared to.

20 per cent of the total populatlon._ Certam worklng class

occupations, however, were also over-represented In terms

students with lower working class
+ -

backgrounds vere the least llkely to apply to univers:Lty.

Bes:.des service professmnals, i.e. teachers ' soc:Lal

v
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- "'work‘ers, vclerg.y, me'di‘cal-'.'s.’t"aff' e the -most notable .'mlddle" ;
. class in the outports has been the merchants.v Out;_;ort
merchants' chlldren were s1gn1f:.cantly over—represented
lamong both appllcants and freshmen (Table 12, p.46) and
Table 18, P. '75 ). The Newfoundland outports merchants .
const?.tuted the endogenous nu.ddle class of the/pre—'
Confederat:.on era. They were the most prosperous members r

of the communlty ;Ln that they had the h:Lghest incomes:

‘..:.1 . /

They were the most promlnent ln that, as patrons J.n a .

cred:.t based economy, they dlrectly 1nfluenced the :anomes |

of most mémbers of the communltles. The declme of* the

outports 51nce Confederaton has threatened their. source

of income, and the power whlch they exerc1sed as patrons

has been replaced in part -hy the paternal:.sm of the
. government (Perlln 1971) '

Palllster and wllson (1970) , in a study of Engllsh

"}f R

their ch:l.ldren to maJ.ntaJ.n at least that soc:Lal stand::_ng.

LT

As a consequence of the change in the 'social and economJ.c

. structure of Newfoundland soc:Lety followmg Confederatlon, :

" ‘."-r the m:.ddle class merchant foresees that his children can
’ not obtaln the economic and prestlgz.ous heneflts of the N

middle class in the same manner that he did.. . Instead he

encourages them to ava:Ll of the urban—industrlal soclety s

gateway to the nu.ddle class 1 e. education. His f:.nanclal
. resources enable the merchant' to convert the old mlddle’

E class stand:.ng 1nto new nu.ddle class stand:.ng for his \

o 'A e 50 °

school chJ.ldren, ma:.ntalned that middle class parents wa.nt '

e

.
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famrly. The applrca.nts from thJ..S background tended to
' depend more on parents f;or ﬁmanc:.al assrstance than ;

~did a.ny\ of th:la other appllcants Cl'a,ble 13, p 52,

OfflC:Lal-Sma.ll 1 '

: These factors :Lllustrate two pr:mc:.pal pomts |

cOncern.Lng the relatlonslup between soc;al class and

| educatlon 1n a soc.Lety undergo:.ng the process of ux-. [ P
bam,zatlon and ‘attempted‘ lndustrla.lJ.za,tJ.on' (l) the
Aexlstxng mlddle class '.'LS the flrst to utlla.ze th’e" B
educat:Lonal opportum.tles, thereby malntalnmgults
S . - soca.al standlng, and. (2) the exlsting mlddle class 15

(. - c
better equrpped than those w:x.th fewer f:.nanc1a1 resour- .
' ‘:. . ces to absorb the cost of hlgher edpcatlon.

Appllcants whose fathers had sk:.lled occupatlons

were overrepresented relatlve to the provfnc:l.al popula-"‘

) tJ.on. Also over—represented, but to a much lesser degree,

these two classxf:.catlons overlap, since it is suspected
tl@t some students l:Lsted their fathers' occupatlon as
Carpenter (Skllled) when they were often also flsher-
_en. It has been common for fishermen to seek employment/

- " dur:.ng the wrnter months as carpenters. Also flshermen

:": k wbo have left the f;she.ry due to resettlement or poor
ca.tches sometunes make carpentrr the.Lr new occupatlon.

.- Qve.r half ot the:p antrc:.pated receivmg ‘Some ﬁinanc:Lal

R assi:sta.nce from theu: parents, wh;ch indicates that the

Y ; w

-5

fmuil}p fncone was at 1ea.st suffl.c:Lent to supplement the cost' |

& .

‘were the chlldi'e of- flshermeﬁ and farmers.‘ In many cases_‘l.‘i

v
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o - APPLICANTS- FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM PARENTS BY. FATHEP g OCCUPATION;
) *IJ FATHERS OCCUPATION ‘

"fNQNE -

é’_

i
‘"151301?,'"smili—inior,'.'“~
OFFICIAL LARGE.

S\-OFFICIAL SMALL ;

. CLERICAL & SALES; .fff L
. SKILLED . | BT "A v

"‘SEMI-SKILLED; UNSKILLED

t FISHING, FARMING

B ..

orEER®.

g

2a 13 % b « .01

'm'iL}

.19

2

o)
5 mtm——

.69
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TABLE 13

YT

AMOUNT -OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM PARENTS

-ZS;SZJJS”:
322 .
3480
6.7
ars

;25.8S"

216
6T

o4

SOME

. DONT’ Knéw
o - 'u%A;
2377 7300
39 7 86.7 -

2. 886

. See next page for footnotes.;ﬁzgﬁ,'ﬂ‘ A z‘._ " . -_j
& SR ' - ) UL - . ;o :

~4s _*,59.2;};fl$
30 50,87 ..
-1 333

:5“5';;j;5:,:4-S

.165“ ;éiisi*'Vf

i.

I

.-,‘ <

1o V14037

. — C . ct—— PR

,;#ifffg7i5§é;_;tffaj
11077, 1609 7 59

R

v s el
B R AT
99,9 7 L

- —100 1l$l

j“z_ﬁi;5725;6f“'15875

;NQ:REPL¥~'"sf. TOTAL

10000
‘.iod,if'

- . {n- ".

100. qff%ﬁif"

100 0.

s 100. oﬂ-f~f

i -‘; LT

733“l-*,fiz.4;f¢237,14

(yemployed, other, qnd No 0ccupation given\uexe nqt included )

1bo;&,7*
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. 9 reSponse of DONT KNOW implied the student expected e

e T iR some financial assistance from he/her parents ¢ but - e
. e .77 the exact. amount- was not known. The exact amouint O
L. 8 B A ~usua11y depended ' on how fuch the student would rece:.ve B W § 2
U g B UE .from. loans and grants.. Therefore, replies of: 'some' 2o o BACE
. L=, 70 and.'dont know' were combined - for thJ.Sv table. + . - L oy VT

& e T e bAp);)l:l.c..‘ﬂmts were ,asked to state, fathers' usual occu— e

pation if he were unemployed at the tme. These -
students stated only the unemployed status...-




ey -. o C oo 54
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ot un:l.versztty (Table 13, . 52 7.

The data presented in Table 13 are however ,' only a’

" ,guidel:tne oif parents’ f:manc:.al asslstance because of thq .
"ltypes of repl:.es g:.ven by the applicants. For example, ERt

~_Asome ‘did not reply to the question on fmancial aid a.t all,. a

v -

’ others gave replies such as most“ t:o one category and
_ ‘left-theothers bla.nk Those left blank mJ.ght have been.an -
. 1ndication that the student did not know how much he/she _
would receive from thlS source, dia not anticipate receiv- ‘

- ing. any from th15 source or' chose not to give 'the 1nfor- .

-

. ’ matioh. The high number of applicants in the categorles
‘ Clerlcal and Sales, Skllled, Semi-Skllled and Unskilled

’ wbo\d:.d not reply %o the question on financ1a1 aid from

parents leaves unanswered the question of how extens:l.ve

parents financial_ sup_port wae for the working class appli-"

cants‘; - ~Howeter', one could sp'e'culate-'that "'the'-higlier

rfll

"cants who dld not reply might be an 1ndication that, for

the working ,c:iasses, getting money from parents was not

'. guaranteed and depended upon how much could be raised from
' othe,r sources. In areas where themwas not an eztensz.ve .

',government program to defray the cost of univers:.ty, 1t is -

suspected that applicants com:.ng dJ.rectly from high school

. would have been more deCJ.B.'LVe about how much they would

“a
recieve from the:Lr parents. :
N |

Children wlth fathers 1n sem—skilled and unskllled

occupations were clearly under-represented among the

3 e D i i e

umber of- working class appl:rcants than nu.ddle class appli- '

[
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universityf applicani:s. “‘These job cla"ssifications» ha\}e

>

=

’ the lowest monetary return w.tth:.n our soc:.ety and there-— :

fore Presenfr the greatest econom:.c burden J.n prov:l.ding
post-sg_condary educatlon. . Pike (1970) found that the - '_

cost barner was the major reason why many Canad:..ans dJ.d

. not enter’ unlversrty. Undoubtedly th.l.s cost barrler is

paramount among the lower J.ncome famllles and, J.n 1tself

explalns why so few of the students from these famllles »

sought admitta.nce to un1ver31ty. o R .

'
. . LN

Low :anome also affects motivatlon (Palllster and

a

Wilson 1970) . Parents who enjoy . few of- soc:.ety 5 benefJ.ts

¢ 1

and are unable fmancmally to ass:.st t.helr chlldren in at- '

taining\such beneflts,roften do not mot:.vate their ch].ld—

¥,

_ren toward wha.t they themselves cons:.der to be unrealzst:.c .

_exp,ectatlonsi.. ’
’”D';: »Sociel) Class : ,Urb;an/Rural: con_trasts

- . * .l

Access to university'was relatea to:size of home com-"") h

- munity as well a8 social class background, partly because,

~

: within Newfoundland, the “‘varlables of commuzuty size and i

- 1~.4. The St. John's area’ ha the Highest proportlon of

social class are themselves related. In th:.s regard a»num;’

ber’ of patterns were observed among the. appllcants;

-

app]g.cants of any a:rea in Newfoundland-
2. About 60 per c_entof the st. John s applicants were

from m:n.ddle class faJIlll.'LES' L o

7o

-~

3. Only a lz.ttle over a quarter of the ptudents from

- . L s
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oational fac::.lities and occupatmn dlstribution.

. Newfoundland ,(populatlo.n 1971 95 315) As the capital

- Fisheries, a Trades ‘and Technology College and £our" schools

“lsource: fE';_'_tetietiosw:ana.da

D B o v‘.-f-r-n..v....-_...-.'_..__.._..--.-.. Lt e el + P S

e N B - . . N .- . - . ] .
o e - LT ! : ) e ) ' . . N . t A :
DA . L. N . [ L PR . O . - .

M ° Nt . . - ‘ : o ! . s '\ ) - : . -

. commuxuties outside the :St. John's area )were middle class '

"familles. TR TR

SL— . . LS Y ’ o "‘2!"

: Accord:_ng to the 1971 Censué, the St . John's'metro- ﬂ"

polita.n area had approx:.mately 20 per cent of the provxnce 5 .

total population. ~ In that same year, 31 percent of the

Newfoundland applicants to: the first year program at

_Memorial were from St. John 's (Table 2, p. 18 ) ‘ Thls

over—representation is not surprismg when one cons:.ders

4, :
factors such as cost, proxmity to 'the 'university, edu— Ce

_St. Joh.n's is the singﬂ.e largest '&rban centre in '\

3

. of the province‘,'it is the headquarters of most govemment
" departments" and aéenoies. It has the most extenaive medi-

. cal- fac.1lit1es in the’ province, -a un:.vereity, College of |

/

of nursing. It is the mam d:.stribut:.on centre for most

major retail huainessles.~ With euch a d:.verse economy. the

l . .
oity has a broader distribution of occupat:.ons than any “ / L

other - a?ea of the provinoe. PR q',

- since St. John's students oould live at home wh:.le :

attending unlvers:l.ty, the cost was lese for them than for

,students ‘who had to find extra funds for accomodation S

-

and transportatmn . And as already note,d proximity to a

3




\to unxvers;ty attendance., Of course, the cost to students 'Irbxﬂl:'

from other parts of the Avalon Penlnsula, whlle hlgher

than%that for St..John's students, was st111 less than

\ o

L for those from more dlstant areas of the prov1nce.

K

The majdrlty of St. John s appllcants were from

'mlddle class famllles (Eable 12, p.46 }

students who fathers' occupatlons'were elther Professxonab ,f;‘ﬂ ' A:?

‘ -

ARY
- { s

1

o, Iand admlnlstrators 1n the per1nce, whlch is a contrlbut- o _T'
'ing factor 1n the hlgh proportlon of mlddle class appll- 3

o

r

.. few profe851onals.'_‘ -
T ',;see'msbfof3Neutoundland§.Prontspiece;}‘
: ' -l . ’ B “ .
“ ) ’ f.-' e ’ .“‘ ._' N ~
», PSS AN o';'" i

Thls includes

(e g.-doctors), Seml—Profe351onal Ee g. teachers), Offl- -:
'» cial-Large (e g. bank manager, government mlnlster), or.
o 70fficial—Small (e. g- small busxness owner).; St. John's o

' ':i.‘ls the center for the largest proportlon of - profeSSLOnals a':

.Efcants from that c1ty. Also, certalnly part of the reason
);why the majorlty of rural appllcants had worklng class and

'ESmall producer backgrounds is the rural Newfoundland has

i ,\2— : . .
. ‘ S | o
"A;‘: varlety of educatlonal 1nst1tutlons and occupations in- ;“; S
“! creases knowledge of career optlons and the tralnlng | -
necessary for: them.. ;;;'ffTé ﬁ“~ R ( P |
“ Over half (55 per cent) of the 1971 freshmenkwere : Lo 1
from communltles on the Asalon Penlnsula, 1nc1ud1ng ' - !
: Ste Uohn's (Parsons 1974° 122) Thls suggests that‘not
only the urban settlng ltSEIf, but access to ltS fac111-f ‘
tles and 1nst1tutlons from outlylng areas, cqntrlbutes-i".
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[iw;th educatlonal asprratlons than mlght be evxdent among 3-»

‘equal access to all post-secondary instltutlons. ;

o A SR . 58

. ‘The hlgh correlatlon betw%en father 8 occupatlon and
v . \

Voo

student's educatlonal asplratlons 1s well documented }; g/ P

(PaIIrstErand Wllson 1970 'Parsons 1974 Plké 1970). ParSOns

‘v

v

’(1974 73) found that among 1973 Grade XI matrlculants 1n

: the larger the percentage of students“who went to Jobs and

r’

"'vocatlonal schools and the hlgher the fathers' class of : :

[y

r

jfoccupatlons the greater the percentage of students who went

f'to Memorlal UnlverSLty.-

. This flndlng accounts for the hlgh proportlon of

"St. John s mlddle class students applylng to Memdrlal and 1t

also reflects acce551b111ty of post-secondgry educatlon
/ .

QSt. John 's students,had,equal»acqess.to unlver51ty; ‘the .

College of. Trades and Technology.as well as-‘a nnmber"of other

1 . a

‘post—secondary 1nst1tut10ns,'1n that these 1nst1tutlons were .
‘ in thelr honie town., If the worklng'class students do

_ilndeed asPlre to careers characterlstlc of that soc1al

F)

,class, and thesé skllls are taught at thejCollege of Trades

and Technology, then Stt John's students educat10nal

e

: expectatlons can be met w1thout 1ncurf1ng costs h1gher than ‘
'those needed ‘'to attend another 1nst1tutlon.. Possxbly the
I ;.breakdown of St. John 's appllcants by father s occupatlon is

:a.better 1ndicatlon of educat10nal expectatlons c01nc1d1ng

/.'

-

I [}

v

'~Newfoundland, “the loewer the ﬁrthers class of. occupatlons ';

. e
which meets the asplratlons of the worklng class studénts. ,

'éiout-of—town students, sznce the latter group d1d not have *{'

.:\ =
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s S ' The avallabrlaty of a greater varlety of post- U s ﬂ“t
.ot L . .. e -
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'secondary 1nst1tutlons to St. John s students contrasts a .
,-‘ R | . . .
, problem faced by outport students."They have‘to pay morei
’ ' i

F ' - - - PR
tutlon. Trades schools and nursrng schools are 31tuated in e
: \ - ..,‘ :

',‘-'-f‘. other larger centers 1n the prov1nce, but attendlng these A

means about as’ much 1n terms of the cost of. accommodatlon

,nfor outport students as does attendlng lnstrtutlons srtuated "‘

.. in st. John s. L ' - L

'.:“ T . t
: E. 'Motivationfand'Expectation ‘;"; T L fﬁf“
S S . , SR T

Government subsrdlzatlon promlsed to allev1ate the ‘

e . .flﬁanmal burden of;. hlgher education, enablz_ng man; students -
or the low and medlum income famllles to. Seek trarnlng other-‘w
4 =f'_3'i%x . QW1se beyond therr means. :The survey flndlngs alsc 1nd1cate
'L(':¥' _j‘ "that there is a quallt