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effort of thr
. -fead:.ng in th eu{iculum of the students and/teachers
' ..._under the bqard c0ncerned an

_to the . local school authont."'

. S p
- S o T o ; i
/o -
i / .
! . .
/ .' .
: \ . . 5'."_
0 B . .
" ABSTRACT -. ’ e |
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Th:.s study was designed to J.nvestigate the extent-/'_

to wh::.ch the 1I:ead1ng interests of the grade nine students o
. -of the Roman Cathol:w Sc:hool Board of the Burin Peninsula.i- -

v

' ,:.Ln Newfoundland were satclsfiec'i in the curr:.culum of their' -

-Iiterature course, primarily the anthology and ass:.gned

novels. TR ~‘:‘.". P

ThJ.S study was part of an intensive, co—-operat:.Ve -
. -s: B Y
graduate students to analyze the status of.

.n\

7. -

to make the findings ava:.lable

».

together with some suggestions

‘_ and recommendations for - future development of a high school -

.,/.

\"

readlng program. .

B

~ For this studyy .two questionnaires were formulated'

L one exa?nined general readind :Lnterests, whlle th'e other

Ve

’ 1nveatigated spec::. fic reading :mterests as they related to

selections in the anthology and ass:.gned novels.. Both o o

questa.onnai.res were tested for student comprehensmn and

ease of adm:mistration 1n ‘a pllot study 1.n a Jun:ror ha,gh

school 'I'he popul-ation of the present study COns.is—th\e(

209 grade nine students under the Jurisdiction of the board

concerned. 3 Information regarding J.ntelligence quotient and

' read:l.ng abllity of the students was obtained from the
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'..(research data of another Madter 8" thesxs wh:rch was con—,:
SR IR ducted concurrently with this one. The resulting data of

'."the General Topical Interest Questionnaire and the Eec::.ficx’-""'

Cow : ; L:l.terature Interest Questlonnaire were analyzed by computer.:- .

‘3,-", ._ -Proqrams SR .ﬂ , B .l /
II 2 "- An analysis of the data revealed that the students o
TR d:n.splayed interest :.n a w:n.de variety of top:n.cs and charac-"- ’

a I' ter--types._ '.l'he type of 11terature they lJ.ked best Was short

:r . 'stones, followed by noVels and playe. P/o_etry,an,d eseays _

N . fell farq behlnd. B o LT
')5‘.',,'- - . T Five of the six 1ntereet 'ratings that were ass:.gned

°

the major sections of. the 1iterature curr::.cu ,'u .
. ] e 0 61 to 0. Mhis percentage can be inte . ,reted as the

S average percent ge. of students to whom the unit has the

ranged from

= potent1a1 of appealing. Lo ) '_‘ S L

":L;'L" : ¥ \'I‘he factor of eex exerted a sxgniflcant lnfluence o
7 . upon the rat:.ngs glven to the units of: short StOrleB, -
poetry, non fiction, plays and novels. The factor of age 0 '
S ' exerted a s.ignificant influence upon students' ratings of \ .

_the se&bctions in- the short story, poetry, drama and’ novsl S

) units..' 'l‘he factor of intelligence exerted a significant

e L 1nfluence upon student ratmgs on the units of poetry and RN o

. non-flction.l The factor of reading ability exerted a £

» - sxgnificant influence upon student ratings of the selec-—- E N - i

1 _:v tions J.n the ehort Istory, poetry and drama seCtlons. ,g L ;

i ' o . Reading a.bility exerted a s:ignif;.cant 1nfluence a

-:'-/{. s up0n the ratings which students ass:rgned to the level %f .
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d:.fficulty of the poetry section of the text.
" Several recommendatlons were made by the researcher .
. ™,
".,after con91deration of the find:l.ngs of the Btudy., .Am;eng_, -

_— ,"-these were._ oL e ,':'_' - S U N N
1L The text should be supplemented by matenals in
‘l ' 'which the students have expressed interest-.

. : _,:,'2. T 'I‘he unita of poetry and mythology need to be :

ST revised and supplefnented o

aNy

3 '_'l‘wo groups of atudents need specia.l considerat:.on ,

a3 e Tl TG e SRRSO

Sy .,.1n the eelect:.on of currlculum materJ.als. those

L

Sk e ,‘above the average age for grade hine and those of

.ot ) above average intelligence.'

PR yrr
‘ R

O S A 'Alternative choices of 11terature materials should

N ) ~--'be avallable for boys and gxrls.
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: v M r;that s:tudent

o Lw‘f,ha' ' 1}terature cufrlculum . I:fﬂ‘

._éf'"H, ;:":§.1i Peogle (Boston-

N concenned w1th promotlng

B j'efforts have nOt been successful.

‘
»
.\'

, °7 . .'" ' THE NATURE:OF THE STUDY - e

e,
.o

R A BACKGROUNQ op'wﬁs SFUDY <, . L

; ' 9\\, o T el C e e EE
g N £ R recent,years, secondary teachers of language and

kL f i .
. ”‘. - . . . . . ) . z $ / )
e '11terature~have become 1ncrea31ng1y aware of the many prob—

3

. ':ﬁ o ZIems that students encoﬂntz ;n readlng.' They are generally
O .
ﬁterest’ln readlng yet 1nnu~ '

a

z g%ﬂ merable studles have revealed that, to a large extent, thelr

-~

On the whole, students

o '.are not readlng ds much as thelr teachers would ilke.

RS e study 1s deslgned to 1nvestfqate one of the p0551b1e reasons

N
-~ ) -

s do not acqulre an 1nterest 1n'&ead1ng because

e r
,‘:\‘k

"-\ S -“lexperlences they encounter ln schodf’ pr1nc1pally, in. thelr
. o R Lo *
M v experlepces w1th the novels and the anthologles of the

:i;; . : nterests are not met or stlmulated 1n the readlng

B . L l . 5 ‘
P aRg .a ‘ v - ‘. . o BN

A S R "’ll.' STATmm,&mi”oE TﬁE .pRQBL'EM @b ST

. - R Lo :
) R ] RN . - B} A . . . .
[ - \ s . . R - . . g . . : St
1 - - - -_ ‘r N . . ‘ ' ot

"7'~1*_ for.all noimal childrere 18" the most 1mportant purpose,

of the school 'S, instructional effort. R
; S

The Readlng Interests of Young

LT - . [ -_ [F L R SN\ . N . . .o . . o
AEUUREE B E - - —a o ST e e K T . . T

(o C o
: R A v A 1George NorWell

.

D C. Heath and Company, 1950), P. 8.

40

Thle

o . ~for thls, speCLflcally, thls theals s based on the assumptlon ;

:7Hf T 'A éermanent xeading hab t based on a love of readlng o
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'A“'.-- 'i‘.York:, Dav1d McKay Co., 1962), p..292

Pt

It is possxgie to argue that stpdents should be
glven hlgh quallty 11terature instead of . 31mp1y glVlng them

»materlals they 11ke to read. However, many wrlters, notably
10

oA

-Harrls,8 Rudman,g and Lazar agree that adults are not

o 1_'always aware of what 18 "best"‘ln llterature for. chlldren.f?

'} d' 'Moreover, 1nv stlgators agree that 1n order to develop 1nter-'
ests, teacher must begln w1th materlals that satxsfles the

\" / ,

, 1mmedlate 1nterests of the students. ,Such a conc1u51on was f

drawn by Betts,ll Grogan,- Abbot,lé and Burton14.among '""”1.‘ Co

PRI

. Qt.hefsv'-" :

o T ’
P

8,

A.J. Harrrs, Effectlve Teachlng of Readlng (New

N

C T " - 9H C Rudman,“"The Infdrmatlonal Needs and Read—

. 1ng Interests of Children in: Grades’IV. Through' VII,“ Ele- -
. mentary School Journal Vol 55 (1955), p. 505. - o

o 10 M Lazar, “Readlng Interests, Act1v1t1es and
Opportunltles of /Bright, Avetage and Dull’ Chlldren," COn— .
tributions to Education, No.. 707 (New. York. Bureau of .

: - Publications,: Teachers College, Columbla Unrver51ty, 1937)fj
o .7 . cited by McKay, og c1t., P- 225

: 4 11E A. Betts, "Parents and Teachers Want to Know More R

About Readlng," Educatlon, Vol. 78 (1958), p. 295.,; : : B
- N ;

le c. Grogan,,“Appralslng Readlng Interests and , . . o

'Attltudes in Grades Seven Through Nine," Evaluation. of Read— '. . ...n

ing, ed. H.M. Robinson (Chicago:’ Unlver51ty of1Chlcago , - ‘

*Press, . 1958), pPp. 90-92. - : A ' , C :

o - A Abbot,."Readlng Tastes of H1gh School Puplls, ) -I>'¢.
S School Rev1ew, Vol 10 11902), p. .586; 01ted by,J W_ Megay, B i
Trew T e 14D L. Burton,:“There s Always-a Book ‘for. You, SR D >
'Engllsh Journal, Vvol. 38 (1942), P- 372 VoL o

T e oAk SpRAGs
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readlng. SRR "' c

‘Wn . 1.

~

:-This.statement ﬁy.a noted authorlty .on. chlldren s - ;& =

readlng 1nterest was made over 25 years ago. Yet the extentd---.

&

.-to whlchuscho s have falled to meet thls objectlve ‘has

° <

become palnfully evrdeqt. Several studies and surveys,
3 Lo

among them, thty, Brown, and Olson and Rosen,é have shown,"

that both ehlldren and adults read below the standards that

Should be expected fon thelr age and 1ntelllgence.: o .

“

Seve al authorltles, such as Brown,SFEvans,G and
. ‘ ‘
R.lce,7 feel that one .of the ma]or causes of thlS’laCk of

. readlng act1v1ty 1s that there is. an enormous span between

/
what chlldren really’ﬁlke to read and what educators glve_

: them to read in_ currloulum materlals. As a result, since

/
ohlldren do not experlence satlsfactlon 1n thelr flrst .

encounters W1th books, there~1s_np.motlvatroneto further

T

- .

Paul Wltty and Dav;d Kopel, Readlng and the Educa— v
tive Process - (Boston.: Ginn .and- Company, 1939), p. 28." e

. 3carl A. Br wn,'"Meetlng Reallty in the Classroom,"
Improv1ng Reading .in Secondary Schools, ed., Lawrence.E,

’, Hafner (New York.l thmlllan Co., 1967), p._4ll. o ~,_-l‘ -

4Arthur Olson and carl Rosen,:"A Comparlson of Read- !

1ng 'Interests .of TWO Populatlons of Ninth Grade Students,"*

Teaching- Reading Skills in Secondary.Schools, eds. Arthur .
Olson and Wilson Ames (PennsyIvanla- "Internatigonal Text-
book Co.,’ 1970), p- 568. o R R

\

Brown, 1oc. c1t. _

6K ‘M.. ﬁvans, Attltudes and Interests in Educatlon
(London._ noﬂtledge and Kegan® Paul," 1965), p. 102._ .

oy

7Rlchard Rlce and James Sellers,-"What Do Teenagers
Read?," Improving Reading ‘in Secondary Schools,. ed. Lawrence
E Hafner iNew York. Macmlllan Co., 1967), p. 410 ’ .
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ThlS study is concerned then, w1th ascertalnlng

—«the extent to whlch chlldren s readlng 1nterests are satxs—

fled 1n the llterature currlculum Slnce, as Brett p01nts

' out, "the teacher of llterature is the person most d1rect1y

'concerned with the readlng 1nterests of the students,. _it '

15

‘was decided that thls 1nvestlgatlon would attem t to assess

.

:the pr1nc1pa1 1nstructlonal tool of the llter ture teacher

‘in Newfoundland——the 11terature textbook and a531gned novels.

.16

.Stephenson~ and Wltty have both’ stated that

reports of studles of chlldren s readlng 1nterests reveal

l

-fthat the peak of chlldren s readlng 1nterests occurs durlng—

-fthe Junlor—hlgh school years. In addltlon, Brett18 has

) stated that the Newfoundland school dropout rate reaches'

.:1of Grade’Nine Students .in Central High'™
“Yand" (unpubllshed Master S the51s, Unlver51ty of Alberta,

B "

'1ts maxlmum at the grade nine level and tnat the Newfound—'5

‘1and Department of Educatlon ‘has suggested a relatlonshlp

between school dropouts and weakness in readlng._ For these

\'

'reasons, it was deCLGed that thls 1nvest1gat10n would be 'L.f

'carrled out at the grade nlne level.

-

15 the Leisute Reading

Betty M. Brett "A Survey of
‘Schools. of Newfound-

-

. 1964) . p. 37 , Do

16Margaret Stephenson,'"An Investlgatlon of the

'Agreement Between. Readxng Interests as Expressed by Students

- ‘and as Predicted by their Tedchers" (the51s proposal “Uni-

'~ver51ty ‘of Alberta, 1968), p l.

/’A'

R 17Paul Witty, “Current Role and Effectlveness of

»Readlng Among Youth“ (NSSE Forty~seventh Yearbook, 1948),;

20. ;_\ o . B S - ﬂ.

18Brett, E c1t.p,p.\36.l.
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. request from an interested school pr1nc1pa1 in the dlStrlCt

. selected for study, that 1s,.the Roman Cathollc School Dis—-

.members of the team were DaV1519'and Shortall}zo

' cerned themselves wlth readlng abullty and teachers‘

'that the resultlng data w1ll constltute a sound b351s for_o'fft

"_secondary schools in the dlstrlct.- - | . :-:: o

1973".; o RN L
- ) \ [l ﬂf-?’\-"mvm ] ﬁ' l ’

“r L KA PRI
!
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- ~ .
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L 's‘IGNIEICAﬁéE AND PURPOSES ’TOF. THE STUDY

ThlS 1nvestlgatlon 1nto the relatlonshlp between. '.‘,;h
students' readlng and the klnds of books 1ncluded in- the-s'
Jcourse“of study in llterature 1s part of a team exploratlon
lnto some of the factors whlch ‘must be con51dered 1n;deVelop-
1ng currlculum in’ readlng 1nstructlon for high school Btu- R
dents._ Intelllgence, readlng &blllty and the read1ng

lnterests of the students,-as well as: the att1tuﬂes of the

s

»teachers towards readlng, comprlse the total area under f5f=.-

¢ g

.lnvestigatlon 1n thls team approach,;lnsplred partly by\a

“. 1

trlct of the Burln Penlnsula, Newfoundland _,The.other two

T
.

who'coﬁ—:' .

N

»attltudes. 'I-J ‘ S f ”' : . ,_'j' . ffu'.“f b

e« b
' /

.- - N Te T . . 3 P
R O ———-__—-—— e oL . . ’ ’ T -l - - ’ .
S - . . S Cne . N .
R \ R ST R ~ - . . - .
SRR oy P A _ 3 ST TR T gt s et e SRR R N

K Tt 1s the hope of those concerned w;th the-total study

)

the development of a systematlc program 1n readlng for the

1

e
-

19Horace Dav15, "A Study of Secondary School Readlng_A

. Achlevement in. a Selected Area of Newfoundland" (unpublished
Master's’ thesis; - Memor1a1 Univer51ty of Newfoundland, 1973)

- 20, 3 Col R

Brlan Shortall, "A Study of the Attltudee and *

theachlng Practices of Selected Newfoundland ‘Peachers Per-
. taining to Readlng Instructlon in Secondary Schools" .(unpub--

lished Master's theszs, Memor1a1 Unlverslty of Newfoundland{fi

€

bh
(U AL

e
Rt ST

,
=i

IS 3 :..
T S S
SeiA :

Tﬁﬁn

l,
=

i\
F3E



—pe

"grade n1ne students under jurlsdlctlon of the'

) Roman Catholic School Board of the Burln

”.tlon.

.........

ThlS study w111 concern 1tse1f w1th the follouingf

' An 1nvestigat10n of “the readlng 1nterests of

-

)

'

8

“-reading choices.

‘-An lnvestlgatlon of the extent to whlch actual

-

.

’=1n the grade nine 11terature currlculum

|, -_.' 3

of sex, age, 1ntelllgence and readlng ablllty'

-upon the ratlngs glven by these students to -

r

~

”'The 1nvestlgat10n w111, it is hoped, suggeeEJ

answers to the follow1ng questlons whlch are of cruc1al
1mportance to those respon51b1e fon developrng and 1mp1e—-3

'mentlng currlculum

1.

fgrade nlne students under study? o ,ff

:the readlng 1nterests of the group°

What are the general readlng 1nterests Qf the
.

td

- Does. the current llterature curriculum satlsfy

‘.,l

e

»:Peninsula as they are manlfested 1n voluntaryvy'

‘of thlB ‘group in the text under investlgatlon7 -
. . N L. o .

_1nterests in grade nlne students are satlsfled,,“

. An 1nvest1gation of - the effects of the factorsff:

1spec1flc selectlons in the text under 1nvest1ga— -

‘1ntelllgence and readlng ablllty upon the 1nterest

AN

P

ﬂWhat are the effects of the factors of age, sex.;‘~




o
r
>
N
;
<

y \ .
i T -
4. ;Is there any relatlonshlp between a student s read-:
'jlng ablllty and - the dlfflculty he says_be experl—
- '<b (f * . RN .
ences 1n readlng the selectlons ;n the text? D . '_g%f
B s S LE R
' o IV, ,SCOPE-AND.LIMITATIONS ggu._f R '
" The reader should bear ;n mlnd several pornts con-"_
cerning the scopé and llmitatlons of the present research
1. -ThlS study w111 be concerned only W1th tHb readlng ',E, -

"1nterests of grade nlne students on the Burln

_Penlnsula, therefore Mts generallzablllty lS 11m1tedf

Slnce data collectlon w111 be undertaken 1n the

A

-ques. 1ons.,

This’ study w111 be llmlted by the 1nd1rect method

- of thl questlonnalre.

fthe only one on the course of study.;,_z. ;: EQ'\

‘The teiﬁgook had just been- 1ntrqduced to the school

"jsystem LL conjunctlon w1th an older edltlon whlch

et

“.has beéh dlscontlnued by the publlsher* Therefore,..'
‘students w111 not be as famlllar w1th the selectlons

-  in the text as they may have been had thlS text been

i:

The books under study contaln more than enough

e .

.#materlal for a year s work and as a consequence not

1a11 of the selectlons Wlll have been read by the

.-._.‘._.'. B

students.,
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. RS . V. v"SUMMA"RY

Thls study, then, is desxgned to 1nvestlgate the !

extent tg whlch the readlng lnterests of the grade nine

i

o ~;"’ﬁ;. Penlnsula are satlsfled by thelr llterature course,'
' N

prlmarlly by the”novels and/the new anthology whlch had~

)

"just-been 1ntroduced to the schools and which has since

TP become the core of the . grade nine, llterature program

'*ate students, 1t lS lntended that the results of thlS

.study, 1n conjunctlon w1th the results of the othexr two

i

theses,;be made avallable to. 'the local school authorlty

~

together w1th some suggestlons and recommendatlons for

.1

future development of thelr hlgh school readlng programl
The prlmary purpose and true signlflcance of thls study

..E S ) must be assessed by con51der1ng the context to whxch 1t

has practlcal appllcatlon~~the development of a reallsflc
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program in readlng and llterature. u»} __"-J [';'w-f_o'-

students of the Romén Cathollc School Board of the Burlni”l'

.:V,.;,» As thlS study 15 a part of a unlted effort of three gradu-_'
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;declared one of the alms oﬂ a good llterature program to

itibn'from,most-recent:writers.-
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NETNA » ~,REVIEﬁ,OF EELATED LITEEhTunE X

I ESTABLISHMENT OF PERMANENT READING HABITS . .

-~ b T g

AS'AN AIM OF A LITERATURE PROGRAM .;%ﬁ' B ¢
. N - . . 4 . . ) .
As early as 1925, a natLOnal commlﬂtee on readlng

. 4
\L -
H

b2
%

- ‘be “To/promote and reflne readlng 1nterests and tastes o ..‘ik%« _ k?
Whlch w111 dlrect and 1nsp1re the present and future llfe:l S g“
of the reader and prov1de for thevwholesome use . of lelsure-" §
~tlme vl o 4 4' B R E

o Twenty-flve years later, one of the most noted “'-' ?
researchefs 1n readlng 1nterests made almost the same state— ' , }
'fment when he declared in the openlng words of hls now famousl't L
, Lo o s S : T

stpdy:'
A permanent readlng hablt based on a love of SR

reading for ‘all normal children is the most 1mportant - Lo

#  purpose of the school s 1nstruct10na1 effort

' These oplnlons have contlnued to. recelve corr8bora—'”'

Barbe ; declared that f

lNat:lonal ASSOClatlon for the Study of - Educatlon,f , E
Twenty—Fourth Yearbook,” Report of the National Committee on . . W
Reading ' (Bloomington,’ Illln01s. Publlc School Publlshlng ' .
"CQ- I 1925) ’ p 640 . . ¥ ) . - :

2Norvel,; op. cit., p. 8.
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‘structlon 1n readlng can inly be successful if lona-term

:intérests are developed in students.}. Wltty stated that a

T(permanent 1nterest in readLng should be one of the prlmary

Tana _J_a'; S ._' '?

. "alms of a1l c1tlzens.é= Jaco s expressed the opinlon that -'f
PV, | .

persons who have developed wTde and deep readrng 1nterests

,have opened for themselves eyer newer and w1der ranges of

e B
R

interests.5 T R '; g ;ﬂ¥~~

‘ . .
! 2 . 1 . - -
. T

S McKay, 1n a summary of hlS rev1ewcﬁ research on

o

readlng 1nterests, synthesrzed the oplnlons of the wrlters

f
.“ & A

whom he had rev1ewed when helstated that~
L It is generally agreed that the most lmportant out~
-~ come of reading 1nstrgctlon 15 1ntensrty and extent
Zof xeadlng 1nterests.
.. ! &

A love of and for readlng [1s] a g9al toward whlch
most educatlon should be dlrected. : .

13
:
.

therary taste and - apprecxatlon lrs] ano ger or the
.ultlmate goals of 1nstruct10n in reading.

3W B. Barbe “Interests and. the Teachrng of Readlng "
Educatlon, Vol. 83 (1963), p.,486. ‘

= 4P A.‘Wltty, “Some Interests of ngh School Boys-\
.and Grrls,“ Improvement &f Reading Through Classroom
Practice, ed. J.A. Figurel, IRA Conference Proceedings
“(Newark, Delaware' International‘Readlng Assoc1at10n, -

1964) p. 186.‘.~ S J:.' SN .'-”wﬁl.

\

2 5L B. Jacobs,_"Goals in Promotlng Permanent Readlng B

Interests,“ Developing Permanént Interest in Reading, ed.
‘H.M. Rébinson, Supplementary Educational Monographs; Number -

_'84 (Chicago._ Unlver51ty of Chrcago Press, 1956), P. 20..,

6James McKay, A Summary of Sc1entific Research and
Professional ‘Literature on. Reading Interésts of Secondary. '
: 'Schocl .Students, Grades 7- 12, 1889- 1965“ (inpublished -~
,.doctoral dlssertatlon, Un1versrty of Plttsburgh 1968), jo 144
: g N L o ; .

. Ibld., p- 258
g Ibld '. . . g ;_".
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';reading.;zzwqﬁj;,j .l S H.-',i'.' : ;"-f_ s

~The failure of schools to’ develop permanent 1nterest

. 1937'1 Their stddy(revealed that “fifty-szx per cent of -
"college students do no optional reading of books, sixteen ;:
'.‘per cent. occa51onally read newspapers and magazines "9 The
'findings agreed w1th those of Eehman who discovered in 1926‘

that the amount of reading carried out by students decreased

>

10

as the students grew older, " . Similarly, Wittty stated in

\-

. ’”

' Perhaps the strongest -and most fré@uent Cr1t1015m e

with thefir seeming failure to cultivate’ permanent ,
interests in and preferences for ‘'good .reading.,. . This
. criticism is. supported to some extent by studies '
" which reveal- a relatively low level in reading.
~dnterests and- a small amount of leisure time . reading
' l;on the part of youth 11 SR e

“of" readeg in high-schools -and college is assoc1ated

Thorndlke s findings 1nd1cate a rETationship

=3

' between low reading 1nterests and 11tt1e time devoted to

R

VP. 143. . ‘ S .

9Jean Betzner and 'R. L Lyman “The Development of

Z”Reading Interests and Tastes (NSSE, Thirty—51xth Yearbook,
"1937)1 P. 189 : e :

Hdc Lehman, “Readlng Books Just for Fun," chdAi{

Review, Vol. 34: (1926), PP- 357-364; cited by J.W. McKay,
op- cit., ps. 190* '

: llPaul Witty "Current Role and Effectlveness of
: Readlng among Youth" (NSSE, Forty seventh Yearbook 1948),'
) pp.~19 20.5 2 e . :
' 12

M:g" Thorndike, Children s Reading Interests‘

(New. York- “-Bureau- Of“PUbllcatlons, Teachers College;
Columbia Univer31ty, 1941), c1ted by J W. Mcxay, op.. cit!

. _" P . . .
s : A LA

LT un—z-“:wrz-—--h

'-ein reading was'" p01nted out by Betzner and Lyman as early as'

T
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Suc dlscouraglng frndlngs are by no means limited' _:‘

,oan e

to the students of 30 or 40 years ago. Norvell 1n hls study

T e
R

3'of readrng interests revealed srmllar poor results in the
13

'amount of readlng carrled out by students. , Even ih'lQ?ﬁ,z‘-:'J RERITT

4Ash1ey was f@ﬁced to adm;t that, ‘ : ,' flgé-: T e
.Only flve;per cent of North Americans can be thought o
of ‘as-habitual readers, or to put ‘it rathexr more. ’ -

. ‘f: urgently, ninety-five per cent of all those who attend
~school will probably never take to readlng ‘as a matter
'of hab1t.14 4 , _ .
In 1967 Brown stated that,
. For ezery adult ‘who contlnues to read the type of/ Ao
\literature to which . he is introduced in hlgh school,
there are* probably 'several hundred who, in their RS
. .adult Yife read nothlng but popular paperbacks and -
T magazrnes i . , ) R , _ -.é* T
_"l v : " 3 ..
The flndlngs of Brett and CrOcker in thelr 1nvest1—..
- gatlons of the readrng 1nterests of" Newfoundland students s
B reveal srmllar poor read&ng hablts.b Brett found that whlle .
“’students do read more than thelr teachers reallze, the o -
' llterary merlt of much of what they read may be questlon— o
able-.16 Crocker found 1t necessary to state that "the per— -
: : r g - - .
centage of students who were readers 1n the true sense of
! - . .
—— Y — , 3'ﬂ e . S
- . "7 Norvell, op. cit. e, T \'2, 7 ;“,g"'- .
R g 14L F._Ashley,;"Chlldren s Readlng Interests and 'f' - o ﬁ
Ind1v1duallzed Reading;" Elementary_Engllsh Vol. 47 - o e
(December, 1970); P. 1088. . T o _ . “" R e
s 15Carl A. Brown “Meetlng Reallty 1n the Classroom, ° .i
Improving Reading .in Secondary Schools, ed. Lawrence E. o A
Hafner (New York:s MacM1llan Company, 1967), p. 411 STy ‘-'“?
i 16Brett,log. c1t., pp. 55—57.\_1aﬂu‘- ) :
: g U
K o . . ] . .,-_’
B L] R A R
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'lreadlng of novels. He also found that exceedlnglyffew stu—

"dents were 11ke1y to select a play or, a book of poetry fo_.

- -of students*are v1rtual non—readers of books.I

’ﬂJto 1earn by appeallng fo thelr 1ni

’ 4”
- — - - - L. - ME—
i’ S B
4 -
- ; N e
ST SRR . L T13
, . . . S

‘./ : :

the word was/small,'“17 and that “thé readlng of high school
"st:deﬁts in Newfoundland 1s extremely llmlted ";8 -he foundﬁ

-'that Newfoundland students conflne thelr readlng to refer- 1',“~'

' ence materlals on school work and hobbies and the 1nfrequent

¢

<

leleure reading and declared that "a substantlal pr ortlon
19 o

11# iﬁPoRTANCE OF ADULTS' KNOWLEDGE OF

STUDENT READING INTERESTS .« . },["'<;"3>;'

. . . :

_lnnumerable educatlonal researchers over the years

N

“:have stressed the importance of adults knowlng exactly where

-

'students readlng interests 1lie. Over and over again they
‘lhave empha51zed the v1tal llnk between 1earn1ng and 1nterest,~-

-and they have emphaslzed the nece531ty of‘motlvatlng studentS'f

Such an oplnlon was expressed by Betts who sald that hv-

.'jlnterest was the motlvatlng factor for any learnlng act1V1ty, "-

3

’ espec1a11y readlng.?qv Grogan,:too,-stressed the 1mportance .

lI

4

17Oswa1d K Crocker, The Lelsure Readlng of - Hrgh
School Students in-Newfoundland, Library Facilities in. the
Schools and Home Background as Related to Reading  (unpub-

n.'llshed'doctoral dlssertatlon, ‘University of lndianar 1967),

-lansia.',ip ‘1‘35". e
U 191b1d., .. 136.. | o Co

.,-'nZOBetts, op. Clt.'_, P’ 295. ."0'”
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eglnnlng any learning act1v1ty w1th the 1nterests stu— ﬂlf'”'\ .

1

.-

dents already possess.2{ o ) ff"f'.: o -~f E ';7 ¥f'Q-”f.

»

One of the oldest readlng studies ever carr1ed

was:done by Abbot 1n 1902 MacKay c1ted his observatlonjn'A o
that, I r 'ﬁ“ ,'.h'.lf.h' :f‘ pr. : h' ' o
The pupil can understand‘nothing, llke nothlng._a
unless he has already something in. his mind -that -
reaches out, as it .were, a hand to the new ‘idea
‘and claims kinship with it.  All néw 1nteres&s are - o
"built. on’earlier ones.~—~A boy cannot be driven frém =~ - =

*detectlve stories ‘to ghiloeophleal essays, he must' = ' o
be led step by step.. ""';VQ_ -a:-ti--r" o

It is thls careful guldance of students by teachers'”~

that has been stressed in most research. Bamman, Hogan and 0

'b

Greene streSSed the imgortance of the teacher 8: selecting

new materlal based on thelre d;ng 1nterests of the class.23

Bley, some years earller, stated tha "dents cannot

ER

properly read some types of 1iterature unless they\can. j"f“*'
24 /.

understand the/nature of the materlal contalned in. 1t.

,

He sald that they must be able to 1dent1fy w1th the ch Jac“

ters in. some- way in order to be interested in the s'ory.'

students>_read1ng rnterests. Simil:' concluf}oﬁg have.peenc o

ity A. BammanLV rsu;a Hogan and. Charles E. T
eading Instruc€ion in the Secondarxy - SCh001S (New PR I
Dav1d McKa‘/Co. -Inc., 1961}, PP 170-172. . - Yo TR

24 Bley, “Identlflcatlon, A Key to L1terature, __.'
Engllsh/Journal, Vol 34 (1945), p. 28. :
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i to explore students real 1nterests before beglnplng

'Iand understood the materlal read then thelr amount of

" readlng 1ncreased. R u-‘“_v Cel

oo

' formulated hy-Burton and"Witty;' Burton'encouraged'teaehefé‘

'~W1tty s studles,'concluded that 1f students enjoyed readlng

some\?0351ble effects of 1ack of adult kn0w1edge of student

r eadlng 1nterest when. he stated-i e . .:f: r

L 2N

o §

1nstruct10n in new materlal 2; McKay, after examlnxng

- 26 R ._ . . ) ) . R . : . : I',..

Paffard relterated these oplnlons and 1nd1cated ':ﬁ-i o

Whltehead 5 1nvestlgatlon of the attltudes of
C. grammar school pupils to ten\novels read in. school’
[shows that].four of the teninovels provoked- such .
-uniformly and strongly hostille attitudes that it -~ . '
‘is 1mposs1ble to' escape the conclu51on that they '
- .should no longer feature in the syllabus.m. . -
He also found that among- the' influences determlnlng“
attltudes, ‘those relating ‘to the children themselves -
.+ . were relatively unlmportant when compared with
" those infldences. which a¥e inherent in the books
“themselves. This finding contradicts the often
" expressed view that it doesn' 't matter much what - -
. books are chosen because .a good teacher can get ol : St
the chlldren to do almost anyth1ng.27 DR

e

e

S
Al
]
I
Py
K
e
3

i

. o
/

III. DIVERGENCE BETWEEN ADULT DESIRES FOR STUDENT~

INTERESTS AND ACTUAL STUDENT INTERESTS‘

'Z' One ofnthe prlnc1pal explanatlons for hlgh school
students lack of readlng out51de a requlred school cur-- DR "7~ﬁ;

rlculum has been that the gap hetween what students qpally

Tt
e, . g.g ’ ’

'IV . » . . ».i ' . Coe. % M \:A
25Burton, oE c1t., P. 372{ A S A :

",vn . 26McKay. og. c1t., P. 147. o B LT
27y, K.” Paffard, "The Teachlng of Engl;sh'thera—

ture in Secondary ‘Schools - I," Educatlonal Research
Vol. 4 (1961—62), PP- 222 223'ﬁ . L

y . . RN
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l lelsure hours.

'in~school readlng is one of the main reasons for _the w1de

T Te T terdifs

ﬂ."abpsrently theirifeading"choices were influénoed very

llttle elther by teachers' suggestlons or class dlscus—"

SlOnS.-32 Leafe and Johnson felt that some teacher -
methods of encouraglng students to read such as rigld
requlrements of book llStS and ways of reportlng e.m

actually‘“llable to exert a negatlve 1nf1uence on reaﬂ—-~
ing."33 |

~

Peterson stated that becsuse student readlng

.1nterests are not met ln the llterature currlculun, stu—‘

dents seek satlsfactlon 1n other materlals durlng thelr

34 Such student dlssatlsfactlon‘w1th thelr

dlvergence between the klnds of materlal a551gned 1n’the T
llterature course and the klnds of materlal that@compose
students' lelsure readlng., McKay IQIQEOICEdIthlS‘VlEWf’

p01nt when he stated- ; .
e e . students, unable ‘to find answers to thelr'
questions and solutions to their problems: in the-
selections assigned theh in reading and’ literature
courses, not  surprisingly;, resort to other types
of ‘material, much of it rather 1nfer10r by ‘even -

* loose 11terary standards. 3> .

)

. The famous authorlty on chlldren s readlng 1nter-

o

" ests, Norvell has deplored the effect of poor selectlon

= = R g CoL /‘_l .
B *,323iétt, op. c1t., p. 72 . _
33Bamman, Hogan and Greene,-oE. Cit:; p. 60.

34A. Peterson,.\hglsure Readlng of High School
Puplls," Education, Vol. 84 (1934), pp. 296-300.

35

McKay,. op-. cit., p 227._3f‘
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"'want to read and what they are belng réqulred to read is y';
. ; - '\. enormous - Thls theory has been supported by’ 1nnumerable
_'authorltles who have stated that adults who choose students'
e . - readlng materlals .are not really awvare of the klnds of

':11terature that teenagers llke to read.

, Brown, for example, noted that the kinds of llter—v ’
.Uature that students read when they were flnlshed high schoolu*
.were not the kinds of llterature that they had been sub-~.il

.f;".“ jected to 1h llterature classes..2.8 Harrls holds that there 7rd

is a great dlfference between what chlldren llke to’ read

d what adults thlnk they should read. 9 Such 'opJ.n:Lons v L g R
support the results of a study that was carrled out much : 1.§

.earlrer,by Johnson . He . found that only 25 per cent of the

'students’he"investigated 1n gradesvflve through eleven read

\
:{;. ‘ ’.;{*

. & - r - ;
’ ) books because they Were suggested by frlends and teachers.39 P
S
Both Leafe and Johnson, 1n thelr regearch as c1ted by 'ﬁ
: P o
RS .Bamman, Hogan and Greene found that students' readlng L
i ! G
L 'ch01ces were not 1nfluenced by the suggestlons of parents, .
teachers ox librarlans.Bl Brett's flndlngs for grade'nlne' é
‘students in Newfoundland were 51milar. She poncluded that - ﬁ
- Brown, op.,c1t., P 411} e SR S
. . 7~ ot Lo . ) o - --.;’. B
s e 29Harrls,’op. c1t., p. 292 ; -.7 T f',,\:
I ;_ﬂ’/W"' ' 3051, Johnson,- “Chlldren s Readlng Interests . as* . &
' . Related to Sex and’ Grade in School," School Rev1ew, Vol :
e J' ."40 (1932), p-. 269 L N ,_._ . '“ - : K
' L S 315 A. Bammanr u. Hogan, and c. E. Greene, Reading . . ;
A - “"Instruction in the ‘Secondary Schools. (New York.~ David ) :
S A o 'McKay Co., 1961), P. 59. o _ oo o

v . . r. ! N T
Tl G i




by adults of llterary materlals for ch11dren.36' Students;
c he stated, should be permltted to do therr own selectlon
. of readlng materlals._ His studles have shown that-stu— o

, , dents do not llke the tradltlonal kinds of materlals
o selected for them by teachers, or. the tradltlonal inten-" -

t

'51ve methods of study that usually accompanles them.

Rudman found in his 1nvestlgatlons of teenage and adult fl
readlng that the lnterests of the two groups were not .
51m11ar. He concluded that among the threelcroups of
adults 1HVestlgated, adults\agreed more among themselves in .

thelr perceptlons of chlldren s readlng 1nterests than they
38

T e

e '_.'. . tlgators,'stated that generally there seems to ‘exist a -
‘rather large 1ncon51stency between readlng materlals
chosfn for chlldrensby\experts and by the children them—

L selves.39. Lazar came to. a 51m11ar conc1u51on in hls"

—

=

366 W Norvell, “Some Results of a Twelve-year
Study .0f Children's Reading Interests,“ Engllsh Journal,
Vol 35° (1946), p. 535,

37
_ w1th the Traditional Plan of Studylng therature,"'School
Review, Vol. 44~ (1941), pp. 603-613; ‘reprinted in G.W. -
K Norvell, The Readlng Interests of Young People (Michigan:.
T o Mlchlggn State Unlver91ty Press,«iQ??, Rev1sed edltlon),
N
p. . o : o ‘ . . . . '

.38Rudman,.og c1%., p: 505:

AN T e e e e b e i
N\

A J. Soares, “Sallent Elements of Recreatlonal
Readlng of Junior High: School’ Students, " Elementarz
. Engllsh Vol 40 (1963). P 843. - -

' .
;

\'\

S .u. wM
ot

“o18

37,

L

‘; " aid w1th chlldren 's 1nterests as stated by the chlldren"' -

Soares,_also, 1n a rev1ew of the flndlngs of other 1nVes—'

"G, W Norvell,'"W1de Ind1v1dual Readlng Compared-;'
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1nvest1gatlon of the types of books recommended for chll—
dren by experts. He could f1nd no valld explanatlon.for

the-experts' statements that these books were. {best"for

K ) , _ R
" young ch11dren.4p___ I f'f-;, , PR

fBrown s statement 1n 1967 1nd1cated that the

exlstence of this dlscrepancy between currlculum materlals

AR

and student 1nterests was becomlng palnfully obv1ous to'5 - .‘-{ f;
" high school Engllsh teachers., He sald- “”[} 'tm ' j: A
".:iMany Engtmsh teachers have come “t6' reallze that e e
‘there is very llttle relation between the . . o '
literature they teach and the material that many
students will read after: graduatlon. Sometimes
this gap is so large that it is mnever bridged and , ) o
" . the student's school experlences have no relatlon ' CL ST
to his real life.41 i Do R - o j-x'k'

ya

:BrOWn went on to state that only a fractlon of those stu—

dents who graduate from hldh sehool read the types of:-

llterature to whlch they are 1ntroduced An school,_the ." ' “_;-
: 11terary diets of the vast majorlty are composed of

R [

popular.paperbacks and magaz:mes.42

",-“-:,»~.IThls oplnlon, that too much mater1a1 is. too far'f

Q

removed from the real world of teenagers,ls corroborated
by Rlce and Sellers who were 1nterested in the 1mpact of -
rellglous llterature upon teens. They stated that,"

We suspect that currlculum bullders turn away .
‘from concrete’, sen51b1e experlences of teenagers; . _ L
so eager are they to thrust before young people ' .

v
;

. ' '40Lazer,'op. cit., p. 225;.5.ﬂ, t;’ :~L'. e T
B g . 1Brown, op.Vcit., p. 411.

o

42IbJ.d _r--; : f.ﬁ 2... -',T::- ”,:,”“'- o _‘.’ o =

e _ﬂ... e M-’l"‘f-"-’q—l-h;.
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éas'i1y' recognizable ideals of the church.

o YiAe,

Thus,

) :2.0. ". .

" many -materials may be planned from a mlddle—class

. adult p01nt\0f view.” ,
\

They concluded that "there is not enough 51m11ar1ty between

Ed

the currlculum materlals we produce and the readlng teen—

n44

agers do on- thelr own. 1n1t1at1ve

Thls v1ewp01nt 1s

relterated by Evans who stated that,:"It may be that the

much chance of survxval

of currlculum should-become more attuned touthe types of.

:1mater1al that students really enjoy readlng.,

-

tlon for the reluctant reader..'

These

'klnds of 1nterest we encourage at school are too far from.-~

.'those of the out—of—school world of the chlldren to - have )

. ‘
45 The conclu31on of these

_‘wrlters, therefore, would seem to suggest that des;gners"'"

kinds :

‘of materlals could be valuable sources of,1n1t1a1 motlva-
Y . }

Strang and Bracken feel that much of the problem

b

.1n motlvatlng students to read can be attrlbuted to

teacher mlsunderstandlngs of the nature that mot1vat1on

u46

. fa
A\

43

Furness revealed that the Newbery Medal award

ﬂfmust take. They wrote, "teachers are more concerned w1th~

'1nterests that - requlre readlng than w1th readlng 1nter~"

a .

R.H. Rlce,'and J.E. Sellers,. "What Do Teenagers“

‘Read?,? Improving Readlng in Secondary . Schools: Selected;f

Readlngs, ed. Lawrence E. Hafner (New &ork- Machllan,

dkﬁ

' ‘“Ibid., p. 410, S T
IR éSK M. Evans, Attltudes and Intérests fn Education
(London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1965), p. 102 /
- 46 !

“R. Strang, and’ D K. Bracken, Maklng Better E

'Readers ((Boston: D.Cr Heath & Co., 1957) D

s
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wlnning books selected;:evaluated,”and‘praised by_addrts}”

were nOt always . popular w1th ch;ldren.47' Harris, too,."'

48

made thlS observatlon. .Paffard restated the conclu51ons

of other researchers thls way. S e T -}:@jﬁ

o . Tt seems clear that if teachers are ‘to extend G
‘{} oL - +their influence over children's leisure reading~--

..., teaching=-they will have to find ways of narrowing:
.« - the gulf that separates the books studied in-
e . . school from the material voluntarlly read by :

o cot 7 pupils.49 v o .

T s,

s N

The studles thét have been carrled out over the
' " - S o years by researchers concerned w1th the readlng 1nterests,
. L C {

I .
Yo s of students 1nd1cate that the establishment of permanent

.
4

A R L | -
[N Lo
7
H

ture program Mature readlng hablts ‘can be developed
hcwever, most researchers agree, only when the materlal

e whlch students are glven to read appealsto thelr readlng

' 1nterests. It has been found by many educators that there
is a great dlvergence between the klnds of’ materlals stu—'
dents are glven to read and the students‘ voluntary read-

@ ‘.

'1ng ch01ces. It was found that the peak of readlng

: 6 ' 'r :' :
~ 47E L. Furness, "Researches in. Readlng Interests,"

. T S . »_;; »
b7 L L 48Harrls,-op cit.," p. 292 o :
Cohe B | L

LT T

perhaps the /most 1mportant aim of llterature R

o BT L PP SRR

- readlng hablts 15 an extremely 1mportant alm of a lltera- .fa

,Educatlon, Vol. 84 (1963-4), p..3. L

= ) ' M.K. Paffard, “The TEachlng of Englxsh L1tera~r

. ture in - Secondary Schools - Part I,
gp c1t., p. 222 .
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: act::.v:.ty occurs in 3un10r hlgh school, _,w:.th a decrease 1n L

the amouht of readlng beg:mnlng early 1n high school o
/Investlgatlons made by Newfoundland researchers have. found

that simllar conclusﬁons can be applled to the. students of :
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" THE .,D’E’SI&N' OF TiE STUDY

ThlS chapter W1ll dlSCUSS the prellmlnary approach

*

to the school board concerned; the p1lot study, the collec—‘

1

,.tlon of data, the, tests and questlonnalres employed in the-'

) study, and the treatment and analys:.s of data.

-

AS ha'?. b’reviO:USly been statgd'. .thiiis Stuay is .dr_ily .

.one'section‘of a‘cOllective approach to the solving'of a"'

,currlculum problem. The head of the Department of Cur-

-

' vrlculum and Instructlon of Memorlal Unlver51ty of Newfound—
y land was 1n1t1ally approached by ‘a pr1nc1pal of one of the

schools under the jurlsdlctlon of the Roman Catholic Schooli\

&

Board for the Burln Penlnsula in Newfoundland, 1nv1t1ng
graduate students to conduét research 1n his school.' His

suggestlon was welcomed, and. subsequently,,letters°

) requestlng permlsSLOn to condhct research whlch requlred
the responses of students and teachers were sent to the':,.3
superlntendent of the scbool board and perm1551on was

granted Coples of these letters may be found 1n Appendlx '

i A of thls study.. ', V'..:':_'.;qf
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(28"

) of the total readlng score for each student :m grade n1ne.«

were :Lnterest questlonnalres angd the summaraes of the '

o

N : o . s / o
: Lo T, SR o e
; : N . . R T

. use of the total J.ntelllgence sg:ore 'and the percent:.le rank ' _'/

I
<

General Topical Interest: Questibnhaire _ :
T T N ,/ N T B . '. - . o . -

In.order to désign this. Juestionnaire it was neces- .

sary to catego'r'i'ze ‘various -types of-,'literature. . Tc.make '

this listing as complete as possible, several sources used: - °*.
: : @ . S , - . .

e

Cifor 'literary classi-fications' were emplofed Among them

results of such questlonnalres, prepared by researchers
!

such as Wltty, 'I‘horndlke and Henry,3 Soares and' Slmpson,4°

and Shores > . Also’ used were c1a531f1cations of types -

Vo

of llterature prepared for. 11brarians, such as those pre-—, ' P '» .
pared by FJ.eld,G,Havﬂand and the lerary Comm1ttee o o J
I \ n - ’ . o ',;q . ‘ :' ' ' - : . ' I' ;
_— 'Z'Paul _Witty', "Study of Pupils’ .vInterests'-,; Grades N /

©.9, 10, .11, a2," Educatlon (October, ‘1961), pp. 100-110. :

Robert L. Thorndlke and ‘Florence Henry, "lefer—

' ences in Readlng Interests Related to Differences -in Sex

and I.Q.. Level," Elementary -School Journal, Vol. 40 (June T

1940), pp. 751-763. e . , e e

4Anthony T - Soak¥es and ‘R.H. Slmpscm, "Interest 1n7 .' ' I
Recreational ‘Reading of Junlor High School -Students,” ‘ ;
Teach:.ng Reading Skills in Secondary Schools: Readijs,

".'eds. Axrthur Olson and Wilbur Ames (Pennsylvanla... Inter— -

natlonal Textbook Company, 1970), PP 357 364.

Vol 17 (April, 1964), pp. 536~544.

. 5J Harlan Shores, "Reading _Interests and Informa-
tlonal Needs of High School Students,” Readlng Teacher,

) 6Carc>lyn, W. Fleld (ed. ), Subject Collect:.ons in. . .
Chlldren s Literature (New York amTLondon-' K.R. Bowker, - =~ . ¢

Company, 1969)..' e e . -

7V:|.rg1n1a HaVJ.land Cha_ldren s L:Lterature. A

. Guxde to Reference SOurces (Washmgton- lerary of Con—"
. gress, 1966) . )

-
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Constructl/n,of Quest:.onnalres '
. ‘ Because thJ.s study was to :mvest:.gate whether the
11terature texts of ‘the grade nine curr:Lculum satlsfn.ed Ve
t.he read:.ng 1nterests of the students who must read them, :
two factors had to be ascerta:.ned- . K N ’ «é
1., “the actual read:.ng interests of the students, 3
2 - an evaluatlon of the.:Lr 1nterest in the selectlons ?
._:'presented 1n the anthology on the course of h _ ;Ig
' o 'S:ane the factors.of a.ntelllgence and read:.ng - N §
. ablllty were to be considered in ‘the’ analy51s of data, el ' i
i tests had to be adxnlnlstered to the students to ascertarn / g%
'lthese two factors. Thls 1nformat10n was obtalned from | ‘ _ .;
'the research data of the Master s. thes:.s of Horace Dav:.s,l - 7 {:‘ .
who adm1nlstered standardlzed tests on the complete hlgh ;?
'school populatlon under the jurlsdlctlon ‘of the board *,
"cor'xcerned at the same time as data were bemg gathered
for ‘this study. . The standardlzed tests that he employed ;
" were the Loxge Thorndlke Intell/:.gence Test and the Co—' ' g
operatlve Engllsh TeSt. , Readmg Comprehen51on. A1l §
';nformatlon regardlng thelr admlnlstratlon, valldlty, relr- -
ablla.ty, scor;ng,and'analys:l.s max he.fo\_md in h.'LS _t_hesm_., = o A
._From the data'pro;li_ded 'lhy"Davis, .this,linilestigator made' L j g
»_,:.Lljavi‘s-,, gp___gl_t _ o T " C ; ‘
' T o S Yo | ’:;
. K
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‘ lowing categories: .

the ‘NatiqnalfA'ss,ociatibn_ of" In_dependé
‘As complete a s’electiOn of these

dJ.Vlded 1nto three main classlflcatlons--

.,'mys__tery o SRR .é'r._ii'mal-f

..romance'd _ . westerns
sports , ! . sea
R : ' o . T :

science fiction - . . travel

" supernatural .
' -_.hurriour . k . " home life '

war . ..’~/_ - o - sentiment .

adventure ’ ' '."'_-foreigh lande '

horrer . ... 'mythology ’.;

' 'hlstorn.cal flCthn

pdssible was 1ncluded in- the quest:.onnalre. __Al'l‘ wefe

e
| 26 .
nt  Schools .8
categories as was
f‘:Lcti',on', ‘non-—-

fletq.on and po'etry~. Under f;ctlon_were 'included ‘tne fol-'

(,. N -
|
le. ’
\
. -
):
"\ . )
P

grow1ng up L ‘\Ifolk' 'stér'ies“.‘

Under non—flctlon were_\;.ngluded the follow:mg categorles-

L blography S © oce atlon ‘and’ careers o
- . - up -

autoblography ) ",' ‘outdoors
' 'v'sports : : - "personal and
forelgn lands
"_'hobbn.es and handlcrafts ‘ séi’ence
".Ihlstory,, : T ‘:arts
sé;L. f‘—vin‘l}_:._)rpl\".r'el.l‘.\'ent -

’

'.‘nat'\'zre"-.'-- S T o:r::.gin of man

8.

-

soc1a1 development

"s.oc_:ial problems

I

rellglon or phllosophy '.;

"

berary Coxmnlttee of the Natlonal Assoc:.atlon of

‘ Independent ‘Schools, Books “for Secondary School Libraries

(4th ed., New York and London- R.R. Bowker Company, 1971) .

:—-—‘_;‘.-‘-'-..ruk:"vwﬁ_ riha

N

IR |



e A T e e o S
. : . ' . .

Vg acgriop, 2wy

i
.

S

4

BN

/ Under poetry were mcluded the follow1ng categor"les-‘-' - ‘
o nature poems _ story poems S w,
, 2 nonsense or R descrlptlve pOems B | -
"funny poems o . - L
‘ lIn the event that a one—word descrlptlon of a
,' partlcular class of llterature Klnterest mlght/ not be clear‘
to the students,. 1t was decided. to 1nc1ude in the ques-
tlonnalre a short exp.lanat.lon of that term, :Eor example,. |
,the flrst 1tem on the quest:ronnalre reads. o ' -
\ FlCthﬂ' : B . | . ]
o L "Mystery (stories about flctlonal persons who.
' B are trying to: solve cnmes of unexpla:med L
;‘_events). R o S oo
An approprlate descrlptlon was J.ncluded for each J.tem on
"'the questlonnalre. v R . - .
oo -Students were asked.= "Do 'you" like to r;faa o)r. N
wi'oul'd _you like to read selectioh-s dealing with the follov;re
,in;_:; tbpi'cs.?"'.'. They, were requlred to rate each category by

.SJ.mply checklng "Yes " "No" .or "Don t. Know" }Lthe
‘_approprlate column ' '
In order to 1nvest1gate ratings of 1nterest not

-only for the content but also for the characters J.n a

'selectiow, students were asked to respond to the follow:rng

. —questlon = ;

\

L - When you ‘read. a story, play, novel or poem about

R people, do you 11ke those people to be- S Coea 7
./ - 7 ‘men? : Co
" women? S G : .
teenage boys? .- K ~ '
teenage: girls? . .
T young chlldrex}? ) :
’ bab.les? ' S g ’ S
N f / o

e __H'u.m»u»—m O

N

:.4

bR ¥ S R N . . L et .
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. had been collected

IR %
- text was’ a riew one whn.c:h had Just been 1ntroduced to the '

- Te

Y. were asked~

Whlch type of llterature do “you llke to read best?

4

‘short’ Stories?” RN - '
. novels?’ ' ' L T
plays? - T . A
pOetry? S " . . '_"" - --‘ o . - " . . .‘
‘essays? SV I e,

,~

. The students were requ:.red to glve ‘a’ total of. 47 Judgements. _

Pro'vlslon was made also fo:r: the’. follow:.ng mforma?'

tion- B name, sex, age, grade, name of school, name of

-".teacher and homeroom number. : 'J.‘o fac:.lltate analysm, space, .

was des/lgnated for the 1nclusxon of the 1ntelllgence quo—

A

g t1ent and readlng ablllty score for each student Th:.s - .- ..

-de51gnated space was conpleted after the questlonnalres i

o
)

A copy of thls questlonnalre may be found 1n

Spe01f1c therature Interest Questlonnalre

' .' Appendlx B of th:l.s study. , _ S Q - y

_a ,

Thls questlonnalre was constructed by sxmply llstlng,

- J.n order, the t1t1es of the selectlons m the grade n:me )

Y
’

11terature textbook entltled Understandlng L1terature .9 ThJ.S a

schools the precedmg September and Whlch has since been I

9Ellzabeth Whlte. Joan wOfford and Bdward J.
Gordon, eds., Understandlng Literature. (Boston.: G1nn and

Company,‘1970) A S

(Cheék only ONE): o A O
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N ""f'T tlon* Pragram of’ Studles, 1971-72, Grades i~ -XI1.

“A:
'adopted as-the core of the grade nlne llterature prbgram
vln Nveoundland. In addltlon to these selectlons the
-tltles of the novels whlch were prescrlbed for the grade

nlne llterature currlculum in the Newfoundland Department
~v 0 of Educatlon Program of Studles 19Tb72;0 were'also-llstedl_

7There was a total of 83 selectlons. e

t

Whlle the dlrectlons for the students were a

llttle lengthy, it was felt that 1t was necessary to

*assure the students that they were to rate the selectlons )

‘ 1
q " ¢

according to thelr own feellngs and not as’ they thought
’ their teachers mlght llke them“to rate the selectlons. |
They were - told that the purpose of the study was "to help'

'ayour teachers know what klnds of 11terature you are really

'1nterested 1n so that they can glve you more of those

, . soits of,thlngs to read They were asked,‘ln addltlon,_‘
A 'f;- to rate not Only those selectlons Whlch they had read but

e e . also ‘those wh1ch they had attempted to read.j It WaS"“
oo 4. . .
- thought 1mportant to. know,thecratlng a student gave a.

selectlon whlch hehad been thwarted from readlng, elther

khhizb | () because he. fodndtat too dull or- too dlfflcult._
. 'st'3 :*:Eﬁ ;a' There were two maln columns on the questlonnalre
. .ii};; under whlch the students rated the selectlons. One column
5'“f rated the amount of 1nterest a studentfhad in the content
of’a Belectlon,whlle the other rated the 1evel of dlf— v

f

o flculty a student may have experlenced 1n rbadlng a

i

10Newfoundland and~Labrador Department‘of Educa-

4N '

1

L
‘
e
o
o
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selectlon.f ) _ e } 'W,”@a/“;;fﬁ~; DR
: In ratlng the flrst coEumn, "titled "Level of '
Interest," students were asked’ to state how much they o
llked the content, form, or 1deas in a story, poem, nowel;'.'
",play or essay.‘ They were glven three ch01ces- '"Interest— -
"ing, " "Neutral," and "Not Interestlng If- they had not

read that partlcular t1t1e, they were asked to check the

1

»"Not Read" column . r~. j . E : '1~ ﬁ.' -
The second column on, the’ que;\\onnalre dealt w1th h?,u: T
the level of readlng éafflculty of a selectlon and was o

tltled "Level of leficulty 'The students were'asked to‘

\

rate the ampunt of dlfflculty they had experlenced in

readlng a selectlon. Agaln they were glven three ch01ces€'

-"leflcﬂlt,' “Neutral“ and "Not leflcult. ' ’nj/ Coe

a
A - V'

For every\selectlon the students had read or

" attempted to read there were two’ checkmarks, one for -

"Level of Interest" and one for "Level of leflculty wt Forj“

-: those selectlons they had not read,.they were requlred to

place a checkmark in the “Not Read" column : f' f.‘ f'fi
A copy of thlS questlonnalre may be/found 1n
AMmmnxc,ff S f-j< T*QH.?' SR

. - . P N N . .t - o PN . .. B
N : . . P P P . B 3

© oot % III.  PILOT STUDY ~ - p L T IR

’ : -t

A pllot stqdy on these questlonnalres was carrled- _Vi'..;.“

B 2

" out in a grade nlne class 1n a junlor hlgh school 1n St’

l,l \

John S. The purposes of thls study Were.h

v
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"General’Topical‘Interest"Questionnaire‘

A SN S

1. To ascertain some of the difficulties students

mlght encounter,ln ratlng selectlons and to. make N

o *the approprlate adjustments. o —

. L
oo

' 2;1fTo 1nvestlgate some of the statlstlcal proceduresl~ﬁ

plnvolved in the analysrs of the data.

'method of determlnlng the relrablllty of the ques—

- tionnaires could be employed.

3. 'To develop a vehlcle through which . the test-retest N

. Bs a result of the pilot study, modiflcations were'

made to the physrcal appearance of the questlonnalres so.

. that students would know exactly ghere to place thelr.

-checkmarks.. Introductory remarks were also expanded and

/

Iv. RE‘LIABILITY

" The rellablllty of the questlonnalres was examlned

..through the test—retest nethod. Three weeks after the

inrtlal admlnlstratlon of the questlonnarres to the group :

used 1n the pllot study, the .same group was asked to com—'

L

plete the same questlonnalres for the second tlme.-

: 4

- ’ * ' . -

v

The agreement ‘of res, 5nse - between the flrst conh

pletlon of the questlonna;FA and the second completlon is

s represented in Table 3.1, The headlngs of the columns in

this table represent the type of" response "the students made'

on the questionnaire. "¥és," "No* . and " Don 't Know" ‘were’ o

/ . R . ] . .
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.J"_‘,'- A total of 629 palrs of answers was consmdered 1n

' agreement,

:
X

ﬁ%gj

£V

o
.
-:-iw 2 'f.:‘r

%

X

~the responses students made to the question. .Do’ you 11ke to R
S b

'read, or would you llke to read,‘selectlons deallng w1th the \“

followlng toplcs’" '

as

TABLE ‘3.1 "‘I:-~.f'*:

AGREEMENT OF RESPONSE ON THE GENERAL TOPICAL A o ",&;3?; f

INTEREST QUESTIONNAIRE TESTTRETEST METHOD i
S - 0 U Test 1 . e
S Test 2. . Yes - No. - . Don't. Know f%
P T = 4
Yes o272 % o34 4
No - L 33 %6 . - 14" =8
S S Lo : - &

Don't Know.. ' - 39" 41 .. b9

!
this rellablllty study. Of these, 68 per cent were in total

20 per cent were in part1a1 dlsagreement (i. e.,:.

varylng between a- "Don 't Know" and a "Yes or. “No“ response)

~

..

2t
RCEPRS

F—
.

'and 12 per’ cent of ‘the responses were. 1n total dlsagreement." B
. _ B 2

¢ \

’ Spec1f1c therature Interest Questlonnalre

The rellablllty of thls questlonnalre was con51d-"

ered 1n two sectlonS' ,the responses glven to- the “Level

3 2 represents the agreement of responses for the “Level

LA

'of Interest“ column over two completlons of the quest10n~ _-}j

j"nalre. The headlngs of the columns in thlS table repre—

sent the type of response the students made on the ques-

txonnalre. "Interestlng, :“Neutral " "Not Interestlng

f“rgit- ot

-

\
Y
A}
el L. o
. M'.J..:.L'_-M e M L el s i e

N N .

.

-

St B R W e 10

Jffof Interest“ column and ‘the - responses glven tb the "Level S

; i ‘ ' .

o Of leflculty“ column were con51dered separately. Table ke coeel i'
s
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" Not Read. . - . 220 147 s
. . . : . i

_Interestlng . 268
‘ .Neutral- . S L - 1 B T

33
.~ and “Not Read" were’ the ratlngs students ass;gned to ‘the - -
selectlons on the llterature currlculum..‘ ' Co ‘
. . ; o
] e TABLE 3.2 g
* AGREEMENT. OF "LEVEL OF IN'I‘EREST" RESPONSES ON THE
. SPECIFIC LITERATURE INTEREST- QUESTIONNAIRE ¢
- T . TEST—RETEST METHOD . -
- Test 1 ’
e, Inters . Not . Mot
Test 2 .+~ .esting . ' 'Neutral | Interesting . Read

AT U 150

Not Interestlnd . ..20 . 18
690

A total of 1, 317 palrs of answers were con51dered

in thlS sectlon of the rellablllty study. Of these, 78 5 -

per cent were in total agreement, (1 e., the same response

was glven each tlme), 7 8 per cent ‘were 1n partlal agree—'

ment (1 e.,'varylng between a “Neutral“ and an "Interest—z(

'1ng or'"Not Interestlng" response), 6.8 per Cent were in.

from glv1ng a ratlng on Test/l to saylng the.same selectlon,

total dlsagreement (i. e., the response changed from.“Inter—
A

- estlng" to "Not Interestlng" or v1ce versa, or. 1t varled

"was “not Read"\&n Test 2) and 6 8 per cent Were in dls-.

agreement that could 90351b1y be gustlfled by the students

hav1ng read a number of selectlons 1n the three weeks'

rf‘ ) f

1nterven1ng between the test and the retest._.

i

[

AT R . :::,vh.S'JSIE'MMM\

. . )
‘ R . .
- R L S SR P B T T PR

50} & '.‘-__“ %

Gt
S

- . - oA
-3 T DRV
RN T 2 E’”; 7

.

X

ERA!

AT VAL
RO ERP AT N T8S



: . . . Ll e -
T P o R . L
.. . o

T S S A T d e

N\ :\?14r§ A
< . B _:’:‘mw""”‘;':'-\w‘f"j‘“'“k- “ \.

B N i L

The agreement ‘of. fesponse for the "Level of Dif-

:'flculty" column over the two completlons of the questlon—.~

-nalre 1s represented~1n Table 3 3. The headlngs of the

columns 1n thls table represent the type of response the'

students made on the questlonnalre. "leflcult,ﬁ "Neutral,’

and “Not leflcult"'were the ratlngs students a551gned to

A

the level of dlfflculty of the selectlons in the text. CIf

y o

pa Selectlon had not been read, students ‘Were . asked to check

the "th Read“ column

e ‘; -pS'TABLE:S 3

AGREEMENT OF. "LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY" ‘RESPONSES ON THE

v SPECIFIC LITERATURE INTEREST QUESTIONNAIRE' S e T

' TEST— RETEST METHOD

T L | _;7-_~".i Test 1.

S P . Not 5.' . Not.
‘Test 20 . | Difficult Neutral Difficult " Read
Difficult . _ 24 19 .. .12 . 37
Neutxai':, K jdl ;7'22 '_h" _81 “d. . 56 B 45
Not Difficult . ~ 11 . - 58 . 204° . .'\;9.' _.
Not Read , ~ .- .8 .22 . 13 6%
T ' .. R

A total of l 307 palrs of answers were consxdered

.1n this sectlon of the rellablllty study Of these, 76.4

’

. per cent were in total agreement (1 e._ the same response' o

>

h was glven each tlme) 12, 0 per cent were in’ part1a1 agree—.
'._'ment (i.e., varylng between a "Neutral" and a. "leflcult"
N 'or “Not leflcult“ response); 5 0 per cent. werelln total
.:dlsagreement (1 e., varylng between "leflcult".and "Not

leficult" or- vice versa or varylng between expreesxng a.

f-
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_Read"in Test 2)* and 6 6 per Cent were 1n dlsagreement --'J

o grade elght or. nlne

rating on Test 1 to saylng the same selectlon was "Not o
\‘ .

\_

‘thet could p0551bly be Justlfied by students havrng read/ K

a number of selectlons 1n the three weeks 1nterven1ng

'_between the test and the retest.

V. .POPULATION: o

,Justlflcatlon of "Grade Nlne as the
- Populatlon of the Study

Innumerable studles have Qhown that the peak of o

?readlng act1v1ty 0ccurs 1n the junlor hlgh school.

'chkensll has conducted lnvestlgatlons whlch reveal that -

]unlor hlgh .school students read 19 per cent- more than 'f

-:osenlor hlgh school students. Slmilarly, Anderson12 has

stated that the peak in - readlng act1v1ty occurs around

S .
age 13 and 14, the age ‘at whlch students generally attend

i

o 11A R. chkens, "A Survey of Current Readlng

Interests An Grade 7—9 " Developing a Permanent’ ‘Interest .

in. Reading, ed. H.M." ‘Robinson, Supplementary- Educatlonal
Monographs, No.,84 (Chlcago. Unlver51ty of Chlcago Press,
1956), p- 60 .

12

N “E.M, .Anderson, - "A Study of Lelsure Tlme Readlng

of. Puplls in Junior. ngh School, " Elementary School

I
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ST Sele e Master s theses by Leafe and Johnson and quoted: - |,

o .:'.‘ by Bamman, Hogan anﬂ'Greene, revealed that-'

Apparently a peak in the amount. of readlng
done is reached durlng the Junlor hlgh school years.--
. A steddy decline-in the number of books read is
reported through the upper grades of the hlgh R
school 15 ' . Co S

In summarles of stud1es of children' s readlng 1nter—'

’ 17 18

'ests Stephenson,16 Wltty and Kopel, ‘and Lehman have

stated that the peak of readlng act1v1ty occurs in the
Junlor hlgh school years folIOWed by a sharp decllne.

’ Mcl(ay, 1n a’ revrew of studles on age and chlldren s 1nter- B

=N -

-ests, stated that

Most studles of 1nterest whlch treat- the subject
" of age agree, that a child's: readlng peak is .- / -/

' generally reached during his junior high school . ) - .t,
" years. “Very few students do.no reading at all in' . o u/
grades seven, elght and nine. Indxvxdual reading .. -~ -~ - 7 :

- v o : A

b 13Ben Leafe,'“A Summary of Readlng Interests and.’
Hablts of High School .Students in “the .Sacramento Area"
(unpubllshed Master's the51s, ‘Sacramento Stfate College,
'1958) ; cited by  Bamman, Hogan .and Greene, Readin o .
/Instructlon in- the Secondary Schools, op c1t., p. 57. . N

14D. Toblas Johnson,”"A Study of‘the Readlng . '
“Interests of Severith. and Eighth Grade Pupils in the Arden- R
‘Carmichael. ,Union .School’ District of Sacramento County, " ' ‘
;Callfornla" (unpublished Master's thesis, Sacramento .
State College,’ 1958), cited by Bamman,. Hogan and Greene, B
Reading Instructlon in the Secondary Schools gp c1t P S
- Pe 57. _ R : ‘ - : '

.. 15Bamman, Hogan and Greene, Readlng Instructlon
. .in the Secondary Schools, op. cit.,. p 58

6Stephenson, OE..Clt;, P 1. ) : -

_ 17W1tty and Kopel op \crt,, p. 28. . c;.j' o
e » o v
. 18Lehman, op..c1t.,_pp.*357—364m
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1ncreases durlng the mlddle and upger_grades“then'
'beglns to decrease in nlnth grade L

:'Even as early as 1907, 1t was’ noted by Sm:.th2 -that‘there”

e~ ¢

- was. a marked decrease in the amount of readlng ‘done by stu~'r

'dents after completlon-of junlor hlgh grades.' Terman and
-Lima2 placed the peak of readlng act1v1ty as occurrlng at

ages 12 and 13. McKay, agaln in a rev1ew of over 300

studles of“chlldren.s readlng lnterests, stated rather

\

.emphatlcally that "no study show1ng contlnuous hlgh lnterest

‘in book readlng durlng hlgh school could be unearthed..z.2

He summarlzed three reasons for thlS decllne 1n readlng

act1v1ty, attrlbutlng the development of these reasons to.-

l) social’ pressures whlch force students 1nto other
".activities;. o 3
'2) - no prestige or recognition for readlng Books;
3) through maturatlon,‘many students outgrow. their
. interest “in ‘a particular type of: :story and belng f
“unablé to £ind, a replacement, lose interest in .
'readlng.; : ! ' o

l?b_&cKay'," op. cit., p. 190._

: F 0. Smith, "Pupll's Voluntary Readlng," .
Pedagoglcal Semlnary, vol. 14 (1907), pp. 208-222; citéd

" by McKay, op .cit., p. 226

o 21 Terman, and M. Llna, Children's. Readlng (New
York: D. Appleton and Co., 1925),-c1ted by McKay, op. c1tgh
p. 227.: o " . BT

2 McKay, op. 01t., p. 227

' L 234.3. paxk, nachieving Personal Maturlty Through
\ Readlng by Developing an Interest in Reading"; cited by

J.A. Figurel (ed.) New Frontieis in. Reading, IRA Conference
“-Proceedlngs (New York Scholastlc Magazines, 1960), '

Ipp. 87— 91.\
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5prove helpful in a study of thls problem.

.Nature of the Populatlon

'-.The-resultant populatlon c0n51sted of 209 students.

1 tlon by the 1nvest1gator in the students class}ooms w1th T

38
in'Newfoundland"'a thesis by'Kennedy'has revealed

that the Newfoundland school dropout rate. reaches 1ts maxl—f

N,

~ mum at the grade nlne level 24 and Brett, in a Master s

the31s on the readlng 1nterests of grade nine students in o e

central Newfoundland, stated that the Newfoundland Depart—

‘ment of’ Educatlon has suggested a relatlonshlp between

school dropouts and Weakness in readlng.zs "An analy51s of N

.the 1mpact of the llterature program in grade nlne mlght L

(S

The pdpulatlon of the main- study consxsted of the‘”

'grade nlne students under the jurlsdrztlon of the Roman

4,

Cathollc‘School.Board for thejBurln Penrnsula.' Students
. T . ,

_who had incomplete questionnaires or'who had3not oompleted.’

2

' both questlonnalres or for whom 1Q and readlng ablilty

scores were not avallable were ellmlnated from the study.

/ -

VI. ‘coLLE_'CTIONJOF DATA |

Both questlonnalres were admlnlstered to the. popula—--

Slster Mary Perpetua Kennedy, ‘B Crltlcal Analy51s o

of the Dropout Problem in the Province of Newfoundland over

" the Ten Year Period 1954-1964 - (unpublished Masterx's thesis ,
CatﬁOllc Unlver51ty of Amerlca 1966), 9 64 S

.2sBrett, é. 01t., p- 37.
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the " a351stance of “the classroom teachers., Testing'the-com*;
plete p0pulat10n was carrled out over a span of three and

- one-half days. Admlnlstratlon tlme was genErally betWEeq

"20.ahd 30=minutes. Students-completed the Generalw

< Toplcal Interest Questlonnalre flrst and then the Spe01flc

therature Interest Questlonnalre. In completlng the latter,

students were permltted to open thelr textbooks in order: to

'.refresh thelr memorles about any selectlon they mlght have

~3forgottenw 'de.j R 'i . . "( ”:f'f o f,._ﬁ
VII. QUESTIONS OF THE STUDY SR
e Lo .

Thig study was designed.to answer four main ques-

FIRHTT - P

t St . . - . . :

§ tionsy @ R

.E.‘ . . . ’

g T L SRR -

i) . . TS ’ = ) ! s e e '
L - Questlon l- .What-are the general readlng interests .

of the grade n1ne students under 1nvestlgatlon?

To ascertaln the types of llterature that the stu- '

t

: dents llke to read they were admlnlstered the General

e o w2y e

' Toplcal Interest Questlonnalre. The categorles on thlS

questlonnalre\were d1v1ded 1nto flve major d1v131ons.
Items 1 ~20 were . classed flctlon, 1tems 21—36 as non—flctlon,

1tems 37 40 as - poetry, 1tems 41 46 as types of characters,j.

and item 47 as types of llterary forms.. Students were:j
requlred to respond "Yes v or "No, E or "Don t Know" to each
1nd1v1dual category.- In the analysxs of the responses
prov181on was also made for students who had not’ responded

to 1nd}v1dual categorles.. . “_'. - R
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.'acategory as -a. percentage of 209——the number in the total
thopulatlon.~ The responses to the categorles were ranked by

- 'the 1nvestlgator within each of the flve ma]or lelSlOnS

._students responses on ‘the. General Toplcal Intefest Ques—'

'1nc1uded in the text? -

;.tlonnalre. A group of eight teachers carrled out thlS

. cla551flcat10nh All -of- the teachers ln thls group Were

u51ng or had’ recently used the text under 1nvestlgatlon 1n"_r" S 'g

' thelr classrooms._ Each member of;the group of e1ght held ' 5
. - N N /

at least one Bachelor‘s degree, Five. held two degrees, and-if.f' IR

. " N . " 12

fw,three held Master s degrees.“ Thelr number of years of .

zﬂ mean belng 9 75 years.f The numberfof years 1n\wh1ch the

' group had been 1nvolved dlrectly w1th the teachlng of grade

"2.75 years," J;_ - v'” -1_.ﬁf .

- the. number of “Yes,? "No" and "Don t Know". responses to eachf

‘accordlng to, the number of'"Yes“ responses. Thrs 1nforma—

x'between the 1nterests as expressed by the students and the =

rln the text had to be ClaSSlfled accordlng to the cate- )

-nlne llterature ranged from one” to seven, the mean’ belng . R

’ - /
-, /.
7
. s . . . - / :
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@ he program de51gned to analyze thlS data expressed

.tlon;was-presented in table,form.

Questlon 2: How do the interests expressed by

tlonnalre relate/to the types of selectlons that are
In order to ascertaln lf there was any comparlson

types of SeIECtlonS presented in- the text, the selectlons,f,:

gorlzatlons llsted in the General Topical Interest Ques—

‘.

ERTNPROEN COg o)

teachlng experlence varled'from flve years to 16 years, the
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f’ﬂselectlons 1n the ‘text Understandlng 1:".Lterature26

.gorles attrlbuted to 1t by. the teachers.-

,Fthe text may be found in Appendlx D.

" ithe ratlc of student "Yes".
?_the total possible number of "Yes" responses--209.

'ffracticn-xs rj

N

The teachers were given a iist of'thé'titles'6£'the,

and were

' [
asked to place each selectlon ﬂn one or two of the cate-

.igorles ‘on the General Toplcal Interest Questlonnalre. If

‘

" they were not famlllar w1th a. selectlon they were asked to

state'"No Oplnlon“ after ;ts tltle.

~a.
3

Each selectlon ‘was assrgned the category or. cate—

If all or all but

"one of the teachers had expressed no oplnlon ag?ut a selec-

.4tion because they were not famlllar wrth 1t, ¢he selectlon

A

", was categorlzed by the 1nvestlgator, an exper1 nced grade tf

) nlne teacher, assrsted by 1nformatlon glven in the teacher s

A
manual whlch accompanles the text. -

The 1nd1v1dual classlflcatlons of the selections 1n

Because some selectlons were ass1gned a multlple of

Categorles, some a551gned by more teachersthan others, and o

;because teachers often varled rn thelr oplnlons as to whlch

(e

",”category was most approprlate for an 1nd1V1dual selectlon.~

”'a system of welghtlng teachers' chorces was developed.l

-~

Each of ‘the categorles on the. General Toplcal Inter—v

est.- Questlonnalre was ass1gned a fractlon Whlch represented
!

for each’ of J~categor1es;- In turn, these

26

. ’ Bs ) - N o \ . . . .
-““White et al., op. cit.

Thrs' f

responses to that category over A

b
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values .weré weighted in,accordance with'teachers' judgemehts_,.;”

" of selection category.ltThe weighting'proceSS‘isxrepresented,
"'Ind1v1dual Selectlon Interest Ratld
,"where‘hij equals the number of t1mes 4, teacher rated selec-‘.; |
: 3tlon } as belonglng to category 3, and r 13 the “popularlty

" of category joo ' -

. " 'R
rJ s ‘were- 209 horror and

- Individual Selection Interest Rating =

“was found by calculatlne the- average 1nle1dua1 1nterest I

_rating for-the_selectlons in’ that section. - K_t-
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For example, the "Cask of. Amontlllado, ,the flrst
e .
selectlon 1n the. book, ‘was, rated as a h6rror story'hy fivef

teachers and also as ‘a mystery stpry by six teachers. 'J;‘hel.-_"".'"l‘ > :"

142 for 163

555 for mystery., Thexef_'u'fl s

e o ) o ey,

fore,
!

N 142
2[(5 209)+(ﬁ

163, '_ L
209)] e, .
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,The 1nterest ratlng for each sectlon 1n the text S y,.f‘.
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Questlon 3- How is 1hterest in. the majogjsectlons

of the text (short storles, poetry, essays, plays,

nwthology) and a531gned novels affected A? the sex, age,
SN

readlng ablllty and 1ntelllgence of the students’

e [y

To deﬁermlne the effect of these factors on stu~

[

dents' 1nterests, the students were asked to complete the o

e e——
I
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’fy:", EElelC therature Interest Questlonnalre. 'They were

. " "‘ e
o L.“Qéf _-as ed to rate ‘each selectlon in terms of its 1eve1 of lnter—*

est. They were asked to check one of “Interestlng,

"Neutral,' or "Not Interestlng for each selectlon they had SV

i
“ ~ N . ' N
';'_L‘.*}-:.""_'.‘"":""Ec_.". S A s e \ Ry el 1g ) :

. read; ??ey were asked to respond “Not Read" 1f they had Xﬁ
net read a partlcular selectlon.". S S - _'_.o -é%
| “ R o The responses glven on thlS questlonnalre, together.- :gf
; “w1th the students'.age,'sex, 1nte111gence and reading ) g‘
% 7ab111ty scores, were transferred to computer cards.- There ;ﬂ
f ; ' .were five cards for each student foLr to tabulate the .
; ,f' f'responses on the ;pe01f1c therature Interest Questlonnalre
%-ﬂ‘ | " ;ﬁeand onéﬁto represent the responses glven on the General :hnr'f
:ﬁ;;} 'ut Toplcal Interest Questlonnalre. There was a. total of 1, 045 ) \
@_;'. R Fata cards. L '1'5: ’ _:,fl t' : L ."’ '3‘: ,a}.'
3- N ’ In ¥he analy51s of the data the responses to the . =
o Y f;,”selectlons werelcon51dered u;thln _the six'major llterary ) _
é' ;' _i«l -types represented ;n the currlculum.' These typeS’were: E
{.jf' ' d', short stories, poetry, essays, pIays, novels, and:m&thologyi.H . T ;”
( \ (The selectlons in the mythology sectlon of the text were “, g ?
‘_; f'closei} bound b§ theme and therefore treated collectlvely"' a : ﬁ'
. ) ',as one 1tem on: the questlonnalre).. .; .y | gi
§ . S The responses to each of the groups of selectlons- ' n '.;
NS was-considered.first of all in‘terms of “the number of stu- -é_'
'j\.'di I ;dents who had or had not actually read a’ number of selec;j;'f.' - gﬁ
: ,tlons 1n that group Thls 1nformation was tallled by the' | | 5
E computer and summarlzed and reported in table form by , - ?
di ) . i .. . * “ ',,' l | ; /
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Lf.f ' the'lnvestlgater.;

| The effect of the factors of age, sex, lntelllgencei'..
and readlng ablllty was . examlned ohly for selectlons whlch
had actually been read. It was’ felt that ellmlnatlng the 1'.
“Not Read" responses fronlfurther analysxs was the falrest
way ‘to assess . the text because 1t was not known if the stu;;
dents or thelr Engllsh teachers had made the dec1s1on not |

) to read certaln selectlons.' .é o f_; - '>'ﬂ43
' The program de51gned to analyze the data treated

.f each bf the 31x.major types of llterature separately. The 'i" s

v : , responses to each txpe were expressed by the computer as a g

.

v o functlon of the subgroupsmof age, sex,,IQ and’ the readlng

B2

uablllty of the students maklng the judgements.~The 1nvest;7
gator summarlzed the 1nformatlon glven by cgmputer and
presented each llterary type 1nd1v1dua11y 1n a table whlch

L

expressed the klnds of responses that students gave in”

terms of ‘the subgroup of thelr age, sex, IQ and readlng

O

.:':33:.;‘ L i "-"'..w,._': T EpTIoney
ra 250 §%sd vy o ode = ‘_'

. ablllty. Chl-square analy51s was used to test'the‘81gn1f1—:

Y

At sl

A

cance of the dlstrlbutlon of data on each of the tables., ’
s . . . . -

P

pe

;‘" ,»"/<‘/ ;
'Question'4; #low is the’ 1evel of dlfflculty of

1
£s

-im ¥

-
>

b : . _ .
'selections in the'text, as percelved by the- students, e

427

~

o

affected.by their ablllty to read’

L e

The purpose of thlS portlon of the research was to .
- ’ <

determzne 1f there was any relatlonshlp between a student s

A b

readlng ablllty and the dlfflculty the student sald he _ , .

experlenced 1n readlng a,EEIECthn-g,

iy
B

D SRk st




'readlng ab111ty group was composed of those students who

Under the “Level of leflculty column on the

'_pec1f1c Lrterature Interest Questlonnarre, the student was

asked to’ rate the selectlons he had read as "D1f?1cult,"“
G__

"Neutral"; or "Not pifficult.,” . . e S .

Students had prev1ously been admlnrstered the Co-

gperatlve‘%ngllsh Test.' Readlng Comprehen51on. Students'

.ot

<_scores on thls test had been converted 1nto percentlle ranks

by Dav1527 and, in turn, these ranks were subdrvrded 1nto

three major groups for purposes of thrs study. The high

scored at the sixty—51xth percentlle or aver. The mldgi;

group was formed of those who scored lower than the . s;xty;

'51xth but hrgher than the thlrty thlrd percentlle. The.low".u

group was. composed of those students who scored lOWer than

' the thlrty—thlrd percengale There were 36 students in the

hlgh group, 93 in the mlddle group, and_ﬂo in the low group.
The selectlons onR the questxonnalre were’ con51dered

w1th1n the major subd1v1310ns of short storles, poetry,

- essays, plays, novels, and mythology.’ _T o R

" The responses the students gave in the “Level of
Difflculty"'column for selectlons in the text were tallled _
and reported by . the computer 1n terms of the readlng o
ablllty of the students maklng the ch01ces..‘The computer—‘

glven 1nformat10n was summarlzed by the 1nvest1gator and

-

'_ expressed inrtable form. Chi~square analys1s was conducted

‘on indivigual sectrons of théﬁiable as a test of 51gn1f1cance."”

-27Devis,"op; cit. . o -?;‘ ‘ L
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P NI _v'III'-. . SUMMARY i
After perm1551on had been granted by the schoql"

board concerned to conduct research on the‘students and

teachers under thelr Jurlsdlctlon, two questlonnalres Were

'\h.f' ’ formulated one examlned general\readlng 1ntere§ts and the.

-—————'—*‘Uther“1HVé—t*§at§a the SpElelC readlng 1nterests as they
'J \ related to the selectlons Ln the llterature program., Bothn
questlonnalres were tested for student comprehena;on, ease’
 of- admlnlstratlon and rellablllty in a pllot study in’ a |
.Junlor high school.- The. populatlon of the maln study con—“

'f slsted of 209 grade nlne students under the Jurlsdlction

v

“of ‘the board: concerned Informatlon regardlng thelr Jrntel—f'~

. '-llgence quotlent and readlng ablllty was obtalned from the

'research data of another Master s the515 whlch was con—»

_ducted concurrently w1th thls one. ' The resultlng data of

the General Top1ca1 Interest Questlonnalre and the Sgec1é1c"

therature Interest Questlonnalre were analyzed by computer;

fand summarlzed ‘in table form by the 1nvestlgator.
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'V‘Chapter 3 are dlscussed in turn.yitﬁl

) -
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T ) o ,<‘Chapter 4 .
FINDINGS OF THE §TUDY3- \

Thls chapter dlscusses the flndlngs of the ana1y51s

of. the data.' Each of the four major questlons presented 1nf

L

N

I. ‘QuEsTION 1
. ¢ a : _ . N .",\
What are- the general readlng interests of the grade

2.

nlne students under 1nvestlgatlon?

The responses to each item on the General Toplcal

Interest Questlonnalre are expressed\ln percentages of the

number of students who responded to that 1tem——209 Each

'.‘of the. flve major Sectlons of the questlonnalre (flctlon,

non—flctlon, poetry, types of. qharacters and types of
11terary forms) are dlscussed separately.

.ﬁ

The categories are rank ordered accordlng to the
numberxr of p031t1ve responses recelved by that 1tem.‘
The rank order of the number of posrtlve responses

recelved\hy 1tems in the flctlon and noanlctlon sectlons

A

~

’of the questlonnalre appears 1n Table 4. 1 whlch follows.

.’3-

Fiction "‘f'.y L o S _

B

AR '$heditem which‘redeived~the_highest'percentage of

o

posrtivé responses ﬁas-humourif'lt was liked by 99 per cent

— o 47.4 . . '/’
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TABLE 4. 1 A

-

L

S <7 " RANK ORDER OF .POSITIVE RESPONSES ON FICTION AND NON-FICTION SECTIONS oF .
.+ . GENERAL TOPICAL INTEREST QUESTIONNAIRE. ' NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 209 -

-

Percentage
of P051t1ve
Responses

‘Eereentage
_.of Positive
. Responses

Category - = Category.

Fid?ion Rank ~° -Non-Fiction

——

yasZd

el

it

/“\ Humour j'

Adventure .«

Mystery.”

" .Growing-up
. Westerns

' Horror. -

Romance.

Supernatural
Home Life '
Foreign Lands
Science Fiction

' Folk Stories - .
'Sentiment

" 90

'83.3

78

76.1

71.3.

67:9 .

64

63-6 ’
6302
'56.5-

5316

53.1

51.7

UL WP

Origin of Man
Occup.
Autobiography

-Biography-
"Outdooxrs
- Personal & Soc1al .86 N s

Adjustment

‘Social -Problems-
Hobbies &. Hand1crafts'64.l.‘

- Self-Imp.-

History
Sports

- Science

Nature

s 1

& Careers-’

79.9', 1
. 77.5° ST 2
76. 1___, 3
73.7. - . 4~
. 66.'5 ‘. . . “J"s

64.6 .7

61.7. - - 9
55 . - .t 10

50.2° .. - . Tar-
49,3 R
46,40 .o
42.6° . . 14

S Sea - -51.2 14 Foreign Lands . 42.6 . : K
B Travel . 51.2 ~.X5 Relig, or Phllos.;; 35.4- . - 15: o
g s . Sports L 48.8° .16 -Arts . T 23,8, 16 - o
S _Historical .. . 47.4 © 17 ' . - - o T )
iy | Fiction . C S . -
’ _ War. - -46.4° 18 C -
-~ Animals 34.9 . 19 PR v
- -Mythology -33 20 B : -
% ' e e
I , i L
[ -
t
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E anlmals and, mythology.

T 49

-

- of - the students 'completing the guestionnaire.’ .- Humour was
- '.“-followed' by adven'tlire with' 83.3 per'cent positive respons\es-f
: mystery w:.th 78 per cent; grow:.ng—up w:.th 76 l per cent and

:westerns with 71 3 per cent. Selectlons Wthh were llked

/—\ .
by less than 70 per- cent bdt more than 60 per cent of the Lo

-students were those deallng wrth horror, romance, super-

; -natural and home llfe. SlJ.ghtly more than half saJ.d t.hey

'y

enjoyed selectlons hav1ng ta do w1th forelgn 1ands, sclence'

-flctlon, folk storles, sent::.ment, the sea and travel._; Less‘; ‘

. than half the students said they enjoyed llterature about

Non—Flctlon

. . .I/I
he 1tem whlch recelved the hlghest percentage of

pos;tlve responses on thls sectlon of the questlonnalre was

the orlgln of. man, rece1v1ng 79 9 per cent pos:.tlve responses. s

Other 1tems whlch recelved at" 1’east 70 /per cent "Yes
responses were the three topa.cs of occupatlons and careers,
autoblography,. ‘and b:.ography. The category of the outdoors
recelved 66 5 per cent "Yes". responses and the category of
personal and SOCJ.al adjustment followed close behlnd w1th

66 per cent "Yes" responses. " The two categorles of soc1a1

- problems, nd hobbles -and handlcrafts were tOplCS enjoyed

by approximately 64 . per cent whlle sl:!.ghtly more than half
the’ students surveyed enjoyed readlng about the categorles :

of hlStOIY and sports. Less than half the students sald

el

they enjoyed readrng about the three topJ_cs of sclence,

mcgwmlw.:,‘nﬂ—m.\ . .'?
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50

.nature, and forelgn lands- 'I'hlrty-flve decmal four per
T cent of the students sald they 11ked read:mg about the
_toplc of rellglon or phllosophy and 23.9 per Cent said they

; enjoyed readmg. about _the arts.

ipoetry l '-‘ - j_::_.h."f_}"" 5‘2_{ :

The most popular type of poetry wds ‘the nonsense or

L funny ‘poem whlch 83 3 per cent. of the students sald t.hey

/

enjoyed ' Sixty—two dec:Lmal seven, per cent of the students ' :

.responded that they l:.ked to read story poems and 60 8 per

' cent gave a p051t1ve response to nature poems.. 'Descrlptlve'

poetry received a “Yes" response from 57. 4 per cent of theﬂ'
. 1)- '. . , . . . ) P ~

students. '," o «

. Types of Character's R

The type of character that boys lJ.ked to ”read about~ |

most was teenaged boys, thls category recelved 86 per cent ,
"Yes -responses.- Elghty-three per cent of the boys sald

'they llked to read about men.,l Seventy—elght per cent sald

o they llked to read 'about teenaged girls and 70 per cent

‘said they hked to read about women Storles about chlldren
nd bab:.es were:’ not popular w1th the boys, these categorles

drew 23 per cent and 15 per cent posrtlve responses, respec—
< o : e

o In' contrast to .the‘ boys, g:.rls preferred to read

about teenaged glrls. Nmety-ez.ght per cent of. the glrls

gave thlS category a posn:lve response. Nlnety-flve per ' '

cent of the glrls hked to read about teenaged boys. \
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: Seventy—nme per cent llked women as a character type and . 'v,"

60 per ‘cent lrked men as a character type. " Girls also B

llked to read about young chlldren and bables, to whlch they_, _

'responded, resPectJ.vely, 58 and 56 per cent po&ut:.vely.

g‘ypes of therary Forms S s S

In thlS 1tem on the questlonnalre/ students were T

asked to name the types of literature they l;.ked best.'

Short storles recelved the hlghest ranklng w1th 39 7 per T o

cent of the students check;ng this category.‘ Novels were
preferred by 32 1l per cent, th.J,e 21. 5 per- cent liked plays
best. Only 2.4 per cent of the students surveyed saJ.d they .
preferred poetry, and, sn.m:.larly,.‘only 2 4 per cent: Sald

they preferred essays. One’decrmal n:me per cent of the B

<

studerrts d:l.d not respond to th:l.s 1tem. )

oI 'QUESTION‘Z e
| TONZ i

. How' do the interests'-expressed"by students on the

General Toplcal‘Interest Quest:.onnalre relate to the types

o of selectlons that are lncluded in the text” '

o

g

R e L L - AN —— C T e e -

Each of the 1nd1v1dual selectlons in the. text was

ascrlbed an indivrdual 1nterest ratlng as descrlbed in -

- . Chapter 3. - An 1nd1v1dual 1J.st1ng of these ratlngs may be
‘found in Appendlx D. The calculatlon IOf this number con-

's.uiered the students' expressed readlng J.nterests as well

as teacher opmlons about the nature of the content of the .

'sel.ectlons_. Th:.s /number represents the extent to which a

P .
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'.forelgn lands,. and hlstoty. o

- The 1nd1v1dual 1nterest ratlngs 1n this sectlon of ..

‘the text ranged from a low of 0 57 for the poems "The Poet

) «

Speaks,, "Sale Today,“-“Thls Mornlng,_-"In a Statlon in the ;

.‘Met;o, and “De51gn,“ to a high of 0 .90 fof "Gambollng on o

the Gumbo.. The high ratlng of the last poem is accounted

for by its nonsense content.’ The average 1nterest ratlng

of. the 46 poems in thlS unlt was’ calculated to be 0 61.-

.

. story, nature and descrlptlve) were: contalned 1n varlous

F i

"selectlons in, the unit, humour, the type of poetry that

students Sald they llked most, was contalned in only four

of the 46 selectlons 1n the unlt.

“

" ‘Non-Fiction °t.';j S . 'L):

The indiyidual intereStVratings in this'section of

the text rapged from 0 35 for "The Ethlcs.of Blography to

: !
10 76 for "The nght the Ghost Got In. The average 1nterest o

:ratlng for the 13 selectlons in this unit was Galculated. to’

be 0 63. A ' L o ‘._ - f"%)
Accordlng to the'panel of teachers, the follow1ng '
categorles were represented 1n the non—flctlon/selectlons.
orlgln of man, phllosophy, personal and soc1a1 adjustment
self—lmprovement, soc1a1 problems, autoblography, blography,

5

There were several non—flctlonal categorles 1lsted

on: the General Toplcal Interest Questlonnalre whlch were.

SR . . : ° - T - Y

-Whlle all four c1a551flcatlons of poetry (nonsense,. e

ke o il

s
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-

The 1nd1v1dua1 1nterest ratings .in- thlS sectlon of

' ~

the text ranged from ‘a low of . 0.47 for "The Homecomlng to

a hlgh of 0. 83 for both "The Open Wlndow" and "The Secmet

S

Life of.Walter Mltty.“ The hlgh ratlng of the 1atter two

< ., -
storles resulted from thelr humour, the 1nterest category~

whlch recelved the: hlghest ratlng on the General Topical

Interest Questlonnaire. _The short story'“Flrght"-recelved

an 1nterest ratlng of 0.80. ThlS ratlng resulted because

1t deals with the topics of adGenture and growmng—up. mhe~;“

average 1nterest ratlng of the 14 storles in this un1t was

,calculated to be O 68

-

Thejteachers c1a531f1ed thé?vurlous storles in thlS
¢
'unlt as contalnlng elements of mystery, adventure, horror,
supernatural humour, war, forelgn 1ands,vhlstor1cal flc—

: tlon, home llfe,:sentlment, and grow1ng-up The exact

teacher allocatron of the stories to the categorles 15 found-f

1n Appendlx D.

o E Theré vere several flctlonal categorles llsted on

the General Toplcal Interest Questlonnalre whlch were not

represented 1n the short storles of the text, accordlng to
the classrficatlons a551gned by the panel of teachers.'

These were, 1n rank order of thelr popularity.. westerns,

romance, scxence flctlon, folk storles, sea, travel, sports,-
I . - . . .. -

S _ : /
animals,”and mythology,

oy

, “j{’- Jr]‘li s ﬂet‘:»ﬁ»v--“

AR o . 52 /.
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selectlon contalnsrmaterlal the S{udents deemed 1nterest1ng. B
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) not presented 1n the non-—flctlon sectlon of the text,

,’._accordlng to the class:l_flcata.ons a531gned by the panel of -

occupatlons and careers outdoors, hobbJ.es and handa.crafts,

. Drama
-the text The J.ndJ.v:Ldual 1nterest rating for The Diary of'

'O 67" and for The Llfe of Henry F:x.fth, 0. 55.

'categorles they a551gned to these selectlons :anluded
. romance, war, growmg—up, phllosophy, persql}al- and:- socxal'

"adjustment blography, and hlstory.

-':selectlons in thls un:Lt was calculated to be 0. 62. o 'r""-
rNovels,
_1n this section of the currrculum ranged from 0. 52 for The

. Snow Goose to 0 83 for both Prester John and- Fllght Into
J .

N ger. The h:.gh ratlng of. the 1atter two selectlons

S
B ratlng of the ,srx_.novels on’ the-curriculum was -ca,lculated“

to bé.o_.69.¥" ,f‘ B ,

kg

teachers. - These: were,- 1n rank order of thelr -p0pular1ty:

o

sports,’ sc:n.ence, nature, and the. arts. o
v, . - . L. B ~
L

There were three plays contamed :m thJ.s sectlon of

Anne Frank was ca(lculated to be 0 671 for The MJ.racle Worker, '

Accordlng to the panel of teachers, these plays con-

talned both flctlonal and non—flctlonal elements 'The-

o

The average*&lndlvn.dual lnterest ratlng for the three

The 1nd1v1dual 1nterest ratlngs of the selectlons

N \ [}

results from thelr hJ.gh adventure content The Pearl

received an interest ratJ.ng of 0 72 The average J.nterest

R
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AN The panél of teachers claSS:Lfled t.he varlous novels
. ' 0

as . contalnlng elements of the follow:x.ng categorn.es-

'adventure, war, hom_e llfe. sentlment grow.l.ng—up and folk

¥ plomies. 0o e A

stories.

-, R s -

a
-

= Mythology S N ?
' : ’ Because the selectlons in thls unlt were so c sely.

~

bound by theme, the selections were not analyzed 1nd1v1du- .

‘ally Jbut- cons:.dered as a whole 'unlt. The :Lnterest rat:mg
.a/scribed to this unit was 0. 33. Thn.s ratJ.ng resulted from '

the low number of positlve student responses to the category

of mythology on the General Toploal Interest Questlonnalre.

III..

i

How :|.s interest

"riculum (short stori'es,

: QUEST.ION 3

in the major. sections ofl_the cur-

p'oe'try'.'

non— fiction,’

plays,

novels,

e P

and mythology) affected by the sex, age, - réadi_ng 'ebil.lit'y“

and :Lntelllgence of the students"' :

When the students answered the questlonnalre, ‘they

'in_die'_ated whether or not-they had read each selectlon-in

-

'th'e -text.

-~

Y

Only the responses whlch :mdlcated that the K

_ students had actually read a spec1f1c selectn.on were '

,analyzed 1n thlS study.

‘ s

‘_-reasons. ' e

:«' 1.- The book was a new- one at the t:Lme of data collec—' ) - 7*
tion.

It was be:mg used Yn some schools m the study in

Tt was not thought necessary to

_' analyze the mnnber of select.l.ons that were not :@ad for two

R . Py A g (e ey 52
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’ selectlon had not been read

P |

2

. 5

s

.

. elther teacher or student motlvateda:'

Short Stories

) An. _the ratmgs they gave the short stories.

e
v

conjunctlon Wlth an older edlthn and the tlme 11m1tat10ns )

of the school year mlght have made it J.mpossa.ble for

teachers and/or students to have read all ‘the materldl.

' .'_2. It was not known foz what other spec:LfJ.c reason the ‘

; «. The test of szgnlflcanie applled to each

the table “WaAS that of chl—square.

!

b:.llty of the chi square was, in some cases, approxlmate

-0

the purpose of thls study was 0 05

i

The ratmgs glven 1n the "Level of Interest" eolumn

to the 14 stor:.es in: the short story sect:.on of the text '

. . Effe'et of' s‘e::(.;

cent of the g:.rls

stor:.es they had’ read to be "Interestlng,

“

a difference of Xl.6- percentage po:mts between the numbers
of “Neutral" responses g:.ven by boys and girls, whlle almost h
twice as great a percentage of male responses as female - '

responses were. h.sted as “Not Interesting.v,.“

0

ana1y51s c0nducted on thls data shows these dlfferences to

be s:Lgn:Lficant at the 0. 01 leVelf’-.

RN
a

) are presented ‘in subgroups in. Table 4 2..

1

o

cent of the boys' responses were' "Interestlng,"_

.

'|"

The assoc:.ated proba—

'I.‘he level of s:.gnlflcance whlch was deemed acceptable for

responses J.nchcated that they found the

While 9. 2 per

only _61.,6 per ,

Chl-square

'I'he dec:.s:.on could have been

sectz.on of :

Boys and glrls dlffered con91derably -
"'-There 'Qés' '
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: RESPONSES TO THE LEVEL OF INTEREST OF FOURTEEN SHORT STORY ‘SELECTIONS SUBGROUPED ; -
T - ACCORDING TO AGE, SEX, IQ AND.READING ABILITY L CoTe LT,

~

[

. = ." - -

Subgroups . N . Responses* - Interesting** Neutral® Interesting - x° - .9
pgroups . W N ¢ R ¢ A ¢ '

a

Sex ) —__', . . . , - . . . ' A» K ] . .- ~. o '- ) B o ) ) X v ]
TMale: .98 . 988 '61.6 - ..-25.0 " 13.4 . 20 2 e T

. Pemale 111 - ° Ijlaa .. 79.2 . 13.4 C o T7.s T T9:03 <0.0L s
- " Total . - 2,110 - o L S

1
Y

O > Over 16 28 . 299 . - 65.2 . S 20.70 0 1441 - o .

P ‘ 16 - . 4s . 453 . - '64.2 .- .. 23.0 o 12.8
: : o 150 83" . 852 - 74.8 o 16.3 T B.S
14 yrs. - 52 . 506 C 741 -0 18.2 S NT7.7

é?, .

26.78  <0.01

oo wvw .

TN

~Over I15 14 127+ 63.0 . . .23.6 .
101=115" 61 . - 597 -70.9° . - 7 19.9 - .
.- .'86-100 . 98~ 1,007 . ° -70.5. .  18.6 -
. © 7 85 & less 36 - - 379 | 75.2 07 - 16.1
> " __: '"mwotal: -, ° 2,110 - - . : =

" 7.21° <0.40

‘H

X .' K
d_. ..  CReading ability - o | i :
1.0 - -High . 36 . 360 - . ..75.8 .- 7 15.8 ] 8.4 -l T EEER - :
¥ A Mlddle - 93 . .952 _ :68.4 © 19,1 - .12.5 13.44 <0.01- " .
i T Low. -t . B0 T 798 o 719 o 19.8. 8.3 . o S .
& . : _Total -+ - ° - L R o |
B é-"_“‘_ *Numbet of ratlngs glven to selections which ha& actually been read. . o j
S **Percentage cumulate horlzontally to 100. oy ' S R .
o : - - - , i
. " . ° ~ - . ?
R a . . ' W :
- I . F] - - e ~
S -.~_; S v B
._‘*M;M.LL— ) e -: PRSI 1"-%%4-—m~«¢ur.ﬂ mm\u% }é;w s
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Effect of age. Whlle the students in the two groups

'

16 years of age and over made approxlmately the same per-"

centage of “Interestlng 'responses, there was a dlfference

/

:of approxlmately 10 percentage p01nts between these two

-~

~

groups. and -the two groups whose ages were 15 and 14 years
"and under.- In the'“Neutral" category, the responses ranged

from 16 3 per cent for the 15 year ‘age group to 23 per cent

PRI .
RS . . Lo s e
IARD e e P N
. C T . BT, en

{ il -

for the 16 year age group.'-The percentage of~“Not Interest—.‘

’

ing” responses made by the ﬁld years and under" group was.

almost doubled by the "over 16" group.- In fact, in all '

- ’

categorles of responses, there appears to' be a con51derable

[ e PR,

‘.M\.._,,

dlfference 1n the resPOnSes of the Students in the two older

groups from-the responses of the studeﬁts 1n the two - younger

groupsffJChl—square analy51s shows that the dlstrlbution of

data on thls table is 51gn1flcant at the 0.01 level..

, SN L _ o . S
Effect of intelligence; mhe'percentage of students

w1th1n each IQ group who rated the short storles as. "Inter—,
I

estlnq” ranged from 63 0.to 75 2.' The groups 1n the average )

range\of 86~ 115 dlffered llttle in thelr re3ponses. There

o was a 1arger dlfference between these ratings and the ones

. "Not Interestlng”‘column

given by,stpdents;at'the\ppper and lower.ends.of theglntel-

zligeyce sealei-

. again in the "Neutnal“‘colunn-bdt‘is'not‘asvevident in the .

-

'shows that these dlfferences are not 51gn1f1cant at the-;

K
. / . - - . . .
. - . f . - . ot . d R
- ; . . < . S
. B L B - -
. . .

0 05 level

Ch1 square ana1y81s on thlS data‘

This difference in_percentagesfis noticeable .
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“.showed the results to he s;gnlflcant at the'0.0l 1evelzf

V‘Poetry 1

Tn e reemmman ety s e — e . [P T

,' Effect of readlng ablllty Th1s table shows that
y s

the selectlons in’ the short story sectlon held least i
a <

1nterest for the mlddle readlng group, who gave the hlghest

percentage of "Not Interestlng responses and the lowest

percentage of "Interestlng" reSponses. The hlgh readlng

o and the low readlng group marked 71 9 per centrof thelr

i

responses in the same way.f Both thé hlgh and the low group

had s1m11ar percentages 1n’the "Not Interestlng column

o

Chl—square ana1y51s conducted on this sectlbn ofdthe table.

’

exerted a srgnlflcant 1nfluence on theﬂratlngs glven by stu~.

dents to selectlons in the short story sectlon. The:factor-

~

. o s "o

‘of IQ dld not exert a 51gn1f1cant effect upon these ratlngs.

T

. The ratlngs glven the 46 poems 1n the poetry sec-

tlon of the text were analyzed 1n subgroups anl the result—

1ng data appear in Table 4. 3. He

..+ Effect ofzsex. ,In ratlng the selectlons in . the

L} /

poetry un1t of the text, the glrls gave 15 per cent more‘

of therr responses as ”Interestlng“ than the boys did

M

- Whlle 24 6 per cent of the bqys' responses ‘were "Not

Interestlng,_ only 14.1- per cent of the glrls' respg

"fell in- thls column Ch1 square analy51s conducted on.

thlS section of the table showed the results to be

g g e

group found 75. 8 per cent of what they had read interestlng g

- Summ :‘y.' The factors of. sex, age and readlng abrlrty

Bt s aRa < e et ety A us Lo
R it TSN S e e S
L i SR R T B T e T X
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- - S f._ I TABLE 4.3 ;ﬁw'; R e oy

H. 0 o7 ¢ - FESPONSES TO THE LEVEL OF INTEREST OF FORTY-SIX POETRY SELECTIONS: SUBGROUPED : R
S g | ACCORDING TO AGE, SEY, IQ AND READING ABILITY. . ' . . - . & °

————— — —

e P .Subgroup -~ . N - Responsés* Interesting** ° Neutral Interesting X
e - w ) (2) -

'Sex" -._ . ) \ .v.‘ e '.- ) . . . . - - N R _‘ . o .. i . .
"'Male . - 98 - 1,165 . 40.3 . o 35,1 7 . 24.6 73,0 <0.0L

. Female . -~ 111~ 1,474 55.4 S . 30.5 - 4.1 N
wa L Total 209 2,639 . L _

. \

o Age oo Tl B
S TGver16. .28 9711 - . 44.2 . 31.3 28,5 - . - oLl
S ' S 46 ¢ 516 - . . 44.6 . . . 39.7 - A5.7 . oo oo
15" o .83.. 1,032 .. . - -47.7 .~ _ 30.1  .22.2° - - ©0.69.<0.01L. -
. s2. 728, .- s5.7 - 315 0 1208 ¢

—;‘:‘"
T
=
o> [+)]
-
H
n
L ]
-

"i"“ﬂ}'ﬁﬂ’! #TET
la .
10 .
ct
o]
—
N
o
\D

7,639

liﬂ :»: . . Intelligence . S S . ’ R
- . Over 115 : - . 14 i80 . . - 46.7 ] 6.1 = AR
- 101-115 . 6l S 741 32.9 - . .18.4 ' o
86-100 - 98- 1,221 © 34,2 17.9 40.28 <0.01.
85 & less' . 36 497 .- . o - 22,8 :'22 1 N
‘Total . 209 . 2,639 - - S . B A S

7. Reading Ability - . S o ey
&5 . - Righ - . 36 545 . - 53.2. - .29,5 17,3 e T T
2y . . oMiddle . 93 0 1,166 . - - 44.0 . 33.7 22,37 ... 27.4%<o0.01 - o b
MO S - Low . - _BO- - 928 . 53.2 - . 32.8 15.0° - . T R
' - Total ' . 209 - . 2,639 " ' - ﬂ. LT N L . ) STy
L - *Number of ratings. given to selections which had actually ‘been read: S " N
I B **Percentages cumulate horlzontally to 100. . . . Co T L er
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than to the older one.

"'w-significant at the 0. 01 level. Thls unlﬁ%of poetry appears
”f'to be more appeal1ng to- the glrls than to the boys, although

-1t is not overly popular w1th elther. The results on thls

sectlon of the table were smgnlflcant at the 0 01 level.

" ¢ Effect of age. The poetry selectlons in the text

:appeared to become less popular as the age of the student

' ulncreased.J The- percentage of "Interestlng”oresponses vaaaes

from 44. 2 for students over 16 to 55 7 for those students

’

who are 14 years of age’ and under. The youngest age group

'-also gave the 10west percentage of “Not Interestlng
--responses whlle the oldest group.gave the hlghest.' There

'-appeared to be no deflnlte upward or dowhward pattern in

]

'the percentages reported in the "Neutral" column. 'Chl—

[

~square analy51s on this sectlon of the table showed that

the results were 51gn1f1cant at the}? 01 level. The poetry
/.

'unlt appears to be more appeallng to the younger student

-~
<

Effect of 1ntelllgence. An'exanination of "this .

'-sectlon of. the table shows that the responses of students"

in the two IQ groups, 86~ 100 and 101 115. varled 11ttle in

the proportlon of checkmarks ass;gned to each of the three

4 By
columns: Interestlng,_Neutral and ‘Not Interestlng _ There
LN

;is a more notable dlfference, however, between ehe responses

of these*two groups and the groups at the upper and lower -

‘llmltS of the intelllgence scale. “The. responses of the

&

0 etudents whose IQ was over 115 varled at least 10 per cent

.- N ’ - . 5 . ’ . LT " o - Y

" —————
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Z'fron" e*responses of the two IQ groups 1mmed1ately below
it on the table for the catégorles of "Interestlng“ and;"
3“Neutra1. ' The dlfference is only approxlmately Q per cent

. /..vfor tﬁe "Not Interesglng" column. ' ' The stuFents w1th the
llowest 1ntelligence scores were the ones who'found the
Jpoetry most 1nterest1ng. However, thlS group also\gave the
hlghesﬂ pe'centage of "Not Interesting" responses. ‘The

other three groups rated a ‘far greater proportlon.of seiece

tlons as belng "Neutral. . Chiesquare analysis was oalcu—

- o [N

lated on thlS sectlon of the table and revealed ‘that the )
.results were-smgnlflcant at the 0.01 level. :

Effeqt of readlng ablllty The students in the hlgh .

ﬂand low readlng groups gave falrly smmllar types of

.re5ponses in the three categorles of the questlonnalre.

'The selectlons 1n thls sectlon of the: text appealed the
least to the mlddle group. The number of thelr'"Interest—h;
1ng" responses fell ‘8. 8 percentage p01nts behlnd the other
two groups and thelr percentage of- "Not Interestlng" o

,_responses were 5. 0 and 7.3 poxnts hlgher than the hlgh and

Tlow groups respectlvely. Ch1 square ana1y31s on this sec= ‘ ﬁ

tlon of the data showed that the results were 31gn1f1cant*

at the 0 01 level

Summarx All four of the factors of sex, age, IQ
' and readlng ablllty had a 51gn1f1cant effect upon the ratlngs

‘students made of the selectlons in the poetry sectlon of the-"'~

N __text._- L '- ot L _,,;.I'
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" the ratlngs. There was - a 51gn1f1cant dlfference in the

{.types of ratlngs glven by boys and glrls. The non-flctlon /

‘28 per cent of thelr re?ponses were in thlS column ﬁ%iIé

. 51gn1f1cant at the 0.01 level

_+'The . ratlngs given: the 13 selectlons in the non-..i

.flctlon section was also subgrouped and ansl&zed _The data~

'-ﬁappears in Table 4.4. . o "

Effect of’sex; The ratlngs glven to selectlons 1n,,
[ .

‘this section were affected by the sex of the student d01ng

£ A

appeared to bé more 1nterest1ng to the glrls than to the

' boys,'for the glrls gave 75 4 per cent of thelr responses

" as, . “Interestlng" whlle 63 8 per cent of the boys checked

thlS column. Both boys and grrls were very. 51m11ar in. the

percentage of selectlons found to be "Not’ Intérestlng.

) The boys gave more "Neutral" responses than the glrls,"for"-

; . . i

,.only 16 9 per cent of the glrls' responses were in thlS‘A

. -~

category. Ch1~square analy51s revealed the results were
Effect of age.v Studentseln‘the four dlfferent age o

groups expressed 31m11ar proportlons “of oplnXOn about the

'selectlons in the non-flctlon sectlon.. In each,of the

'2"Interest1ng" and "Neutral" columns the range of, pé%bentages
',was 1ess than 5 per cent. The proportlon of responsesvglven_

'in each of these two columns by students.gn al{ four age

groups was_very 51m1;ar, In the "Not Interestlng" column

‘the range'was‘only'Z;Gjper‘cent between the-hlghest and

BT A A e it e
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:TABL'E?}IL SN

7% < " RESPONSES TO THE LEVEL OF INTEREST OF THIRTEEN. NON-FICTION SELECTIONS.,
g % SUBGROUPED ACCORDING TO AGE, SEX, IQ AND READING ABILITY

-‘-\ (5 - -—'- —= '
. _-'|l .- A . . : No. of i o - . - ' T S Non_ o 2 I )
' - Subgroup N Responses* Interesting** - Neutral ~ Interestlng R S

B ey e e | R

ol sex S L T L S " . , e
Do “Male . 98 .378 - . . 63.8 : 28 ... v8.2 S g 0.01. -
Female . UL - .. 390 .0 i 0 7540 0 6.9 7.7 - - 14.39 0 %0.01 - e
Total | 209 - . 7687 . SRR - L SR B
BT Age ' e U . S DR
-7 T Over-l6-. .28 - 126 . .. . 69.9 .23, o S
16 46 173 66,57 . . a4 <pihe
- 10 B3 o0l 7208 1ale S 33420075 L
14 yrs. & . . R T N -
* under 52 168 . 67.3 - ..23.8 . -B.9 - o oo}
Total ‘209 - 68 L e S '

P

S WS T LT
14

J
N
=N

N 0

~JOO O

e s .0

(o) IEN N %)

..intélligence -_f,__f;'1 o ' f':' TN
TOver 115 14 . 17 .23.5 .. . 58.8 17.7 U
101-115- 61 . 205 L7002 22 . . ;Eg' o 2116 <0.01
7.0

. 86-100 - 98. . 389 . . 68.6 . 23.4-
"85 & 'less 36  , 157 - . _ ‘76.4.- . - - 16.6 - 7.0 . > s T
Total 209 :° 968 - . & | L - - T

“Reading Ability . ) ’ R e - s
T High .. 36 . 158 . - 779 . 17.7 o 4v4 ST .
Middle - 93 360 - e '68B.9 ' “21.4. 9.7 . T 79097 <0.04 . oy
" Low . 80, 250 - - - ' .65.6 - . 26.8 - N R
RN 209 - | 768 . ST

*Number of responses g:.ven to Selectlons which had actually been .réa_d'. @
o **Percentages cumulate horlzontally to 100. . . " . N -
\. L]
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-lowest percentage of responses. Age appeared to have no

’51gn1f1cant effect upon the: ratlggs expressed in thls table.
! .
.Chl—square analysxs showed that the results were not 51gn1f1—‘

cant at the 0./05 leVel R o S L
. A. ) "‘ - () ‘ e ) ' B ' *
’ Effect of intélligence., The' ratlngs glven by the
, SN
-.students whose IQ was over 115 dlffered very notlceably from

- .

'the ratlngs glven by - those i thé’other three groups.. The = -

students in the hlghest IQ group gave only 23 5 per cent of
thexr responses as "Interestlng," whlle those 1n the other -
three groups gave at least 68 per cent of therr reSponses

)

""as'"Interestlng. E The students 1n ‘the highest IQ group gave j‘gl L

' 58. 8 pér cent of thelr responses as “Neutral," while the

percentage of responses in thls column of the other three . S

f groups varled fr0m 16 6 pe; cent to. 23 4 per cent.“ The

37 d

i hlghest IQ gnﬂhphaiso gave the hlghest percentage ofdfgbt %
.Interestlng" respOnses. The responses of the two middle IQ ZE'
groupsv 86 100 and 101- 115, Varled from each other in each ,i

. of the columns only 1n’the range of 0 2 to 1 6 parcentage Tif". " | %;
T p01nbs." The 1owest IQ group gave the hlghest percentage of ;' - fé\
"Interestlng ratr?gs, 76 4 per cent. Chl—square analy51s ' gu
revealed that these results were slgnlflcant at the 0. 01 o 'Sl

Effect of readlng ahllltx,.'The proportion of

responses in the ”Interestlng column reVealed that the
F .

group of selectlons 1n the non-flctaon section was more,:V'
: N .

-..‘ ‘
1nterest1ng‘to the. students in. the hlgh readlng ablllty

- . \
...-._;,_:_‘,--,,-. ST
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,51gn1f1cant at the 0. 04 level.

Plays

‘boys gpave only_73;5 per‘cent of-thelr respohses_ln_thls

66 .

group who placed 77 9 per- cent of the1r responses in thls"
'column“) The mlddle and low reading ‘ability groups, respec— g

{ S
; tlvely, placed 68.9 . per cent and- 65. 6 per cent of thelr I

responses 1n thlS column The 1oeread1ng ablllty group

’had the hlghest proportlon of "Neutral“ responses wh11e the -
'-mlddle readlng group gave the hlghest proportlon of ‘Not

nInterestlng" responses; Chi-~ square ana1y51s conducted on

- L o

th1s section of the table revealed that the results were

.

Summagzc_ The factors of sex, intelllgence and

o

readlng ablllty had la SLgnlflcant lnfluence upon the . ratlngs

‘.glven by students to ‘the non—flctlon sectlon of the book

p S

“No effect was,exerted hy the factoriof.age.

The ratings given the three plays'were'brokenidown

"into scbgroups.-‘The.data'appears-inﬂTable 4.5,

"Y" ;'Effect of sex. " This unit appeared to have more.

jappeal to the glrls than to the boys.. The glrls gave nearly ‘

'90 per cent of thelr responses 'as ”Interestlng while the »

PR

'Way;' The percentage of girls' WNot Interesting” responses L

'ﬁ'ln the play category was approxmmately half of the percent- .

age of boys' responses 1n thls category.ﬁ Chi—square

ana1y51s revealed that these results were s:gnlflcant at

the 0.01 level.,' L '1' ;. S ;z”: L é? o
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L e - - TABLE 4.5 '
! RESPONSES TO THE LEVEL OF INTEREST. TO THREE PLAYS SUBGROUPED ACCORDING
. - TO AGE, SEX, IQ AND READING ABILITY i - ' :
7 S , "No. ofﬁ N . _ _ . Not- - 5 . o
, vSubgroqp; ‘N Responses* .. Interesting**  Neutral- Interestlng . X p . . T

Wl

e sk

- ———
K .

(%)

Sex N
" Male .
~Pemale

98 . 'dl66 -
11 -196

'ﬂ%)

" 73.5
898

L (3)

16.3

4.6

. 17.50.

<0.01 _

.- Total

209 .. 362

73.1 .
77.2 . ¢
82:4 -

92.1

21.1
-13:9 .

70

17.56

Intelllgenée

Over 115
101-115
.86-100-
‘85 - & less
~Total.

14 - 15
61 112
98- g
36 . . 62"

- 80 )

87.5

: 79.2
"‘82l3

e ®» e e

JRT-F CEXE. S
RS R

<0.60

<0.01 .

209.- - 362

Readlng Ablllty o : 1
High 36.° 69 -y

- . Middle 93 167 . ¢ o 77.8 .

L .. Low: .- 80 71260 . 84.9 1

' s Total ~ 209 '362 - - _ L

88.4 4.3 S S
20 . -14.43  <0.01 -
-4 S L

"N O -
"o
N O W
SN WS

*Number of’ ratings glven to selectxons which had act?ally beén'reéd.i'-
**Percentages cumulate horlzontally to 100. - T S
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”_“appears that the plays were most appeallng to "the, students

N . [N . e e e, R T e iaintaters

.~ -,.-- . : . ‘ ) ] :E;..m?“'*z’-w‘*“'*'\ R

'Effect of age. It ‘can be seen in thlS table that

‘the percentage of responses -in the "Interestlng“ column .

.1ncreased as the ages of the students decreased It

who were 14 years'of age and younger. Although the 15 year o

old students gave 82 4 per cent of their responses as .
“Interestlng," they were also the group who had the hlghest

percentage of. "Not Interestlng" responses. The students 16

years and older were hot as p031t1ve 1n thelr responses, and

y J,L—

_appeared to have less ,Btrong. feellngs about the pIays, for;

'they gave more of the1r responses as. "Neutral” than;the

-

fyoupger studentstld; Chr—square)analysis}conputed on this -

. . 3 '3 . N C . . .
. table showed that the rxesults were significant at the 0.01,

o

level. -~ = -t T

’

Effect of 1ntelllgence. There were nolclear pat?'

3

»terns of responses on thls sectlon of the table. 'There-was;

4

zhowever, an unusually large dlfference in the percentage of

responses for those students 1n the two Q- groups 36 100

' ~and 101 115.‘ The proportlon of responses for these two 3

iR

groups on Tables 4. 2, 4 3, and 4 4 were: sxmllar, however,

for the drama segtlon of the text, ‘there wdﬁ,a large

“,
g dlscrepancy beﬂween the two groups.. In the "Interestlng“

column the proportlon of responses varled by 8 3 percentage.
polnts and in the 'Not Intexestlng column, they varled by
6 7 points.' hl-square ana1y51s revealed that the results

.on this sectlon of the table were not 51gn1f1cant at the‘

sy

0 05 leVel..

)

=
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HERNEE
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. Effect~ofureading"abilit1;' ThlS drama unlt appears o

to appeal more to the hlgh and low réadlng groups than 1t :

-

does.to the mlddle group.. The mlddle group also responded

B w1th the hlg%pst number of "Not Interestlng" ratlngs./-A

test of 31gn1flcance applled to this data revealed thatmthe

_results were 31gn1flcant at the 0.01 level.:g ;

- Summaxy. The interest ratings given to the three .
plays -in the-drama section of the text‘Were-significantiyj-

[

affected by the factors of sex, age and readlng ab111ty

They were not 51gn1flcant1y affected by the factor of 1nte1-,

= . R . E
llgence.. oL T e s

‘ _Novels

I The breakdown of responses glven to the s1x novels

presented on the questlonnalre appears in. Table 4.6. ’

'Effeot of ser In rating the selections in the“

novel sectron of the questlonnalre,.the females gave 90 7
per cent “Interestlnd" responses whlle 79. 6 per cent of the

males responses were in thls category he percentage of

»

‘male responses in the “Neutral“fand “Not Interestlng

<

. columns was tw1ce that of the female responses. 'Chl—square

:‘analysls donducted on’ this sectlon of the table showed the

“results to be 81gn1f1cant at the 0 01 level.
. _ . , N - o

Effect of age.. ThlS group <>f novels held the most

appeal for students who were 15 years of age and younger.

—

.elItg.lnterest_dlmln;shed,as the students ages 1ncreased.-‘

-
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>[?5""‘ I No. of
- Subgroup . N |

Loo16 46 - &fleL'_.:

e **Percentages cumulate horlzontal%y to 100._

: ) - . -A . . ..A ' . - .
A TR e L e T L . . . : . e
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T . s S

TABLE 4.6 1[7;_ o 1'_ Pl

"_ - ) RESPONSES TO ‘THE LEVEL ‘OF INTEREST OF SIX NOVELS'~ SUBGROUPED AGCORDING -
. . . TO AGEJ SEX, IQ AND READING ABILIGY .

.Not “‘5'2- L ‘_"'-y
Interesting ‘-x-_jf?A p .

Responses* Inteiestlng**
B (%)

fNeutfal’~
o (%) ’

(8)

Sex . e
““Male " 98 - 196
- ‘Female 11l 194

10,2 10.
LT , o . - S 4,
Total 209 - . 390 - e T

-2 '"‘.31e;4: fiig.o; | f:.4.

Over 16 28" )
15 . 83 =V iar 92,2 . - <0.02
‘ 14 ygp.. . L. . e S : .
& under 52 . 97 - ' : ‘ '
Total 209 -

9 o
9 .. ’
s . 28.22
0

. . , .
‘Intelligence L e
)}‘ Over 115° R
. 101-115 . 61 L :
° 86-100 .98 . ) 83.3
85 & less* 36. .. . ]| 86.6
“Total. 209

Readi;g Ability ., .~ . .;;i._- . '(-  T
HIgh ~ ~ 36 - 11 . ' VR 1.3, e e T
CIT 4. 7 T 7.29 <0.30

4 e o

833 L 16 S
h8706 . _Z 8:46 ,<0,25
7 P

ks

‘.Middle - 93
‘rLOW -1

- Dotal 09 - 390 . L ' -'1”’ v *"_.'- ,-'-f_ e s

[
-~J
(%)
[re]
w
[ 8]

o wlida
S
[

[ =N

=
*Number\of responses glven to selectzons whlch had actually been read
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Over 16 f28
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ACCORDING TO AGE,.SEX,

_i{ -]f, L j . TEBLE 4. 7

'ZRstonszs TO' THE LEVEL OF" INTEREST .OF  THE UNIT ON MYTHOLOGY:
2 IQ BAND READING ABILITY.-‘

' ‘-féﬁbéxqﬁb“ N -'N

No. of
Requnses*

. Interestlng*f -

-Néuﬁfél'{
(8).

. Not "
Interesting

.8

SUBGROUPED

Sex

_,Female 111

Total

“Male 98
309 . ..

"7’ - . . (%)

5. =u"52.3g
4 .

46.9. - 1

"18.5

1848,

RO

29,2
34.3

0.78

L1646
715, 0,083

[under. 523 ..

TOtal

'.'§19 : _.n*-"<3618 .
Sy 28 ~.' 50.0
T

64.0 .

- 2653

17.9

’ -lj_.5'_..0-' R ) :

'L1775:j[

36,8
32.1
35.1°.

'.20;0

3.9

209 - .

=‘.Inte11igence' TS | . .
STI0I-11s & EOREEE . L .
:. over ‘ 75 . 4T L 58.5 22.0 19.-5._ , - '

Total

209--*

u':‘;'. -

Read;ng Abilitx: s
~ High' 6 -
R ‘Middle . - :.-93
- 805

Low

Tot&l 209,

65. . ... 50.8
44 . - 45.5 .

20 - -55.0. %

10.0
18.5 -
22,7

g
- 30:7-
o 3.7

~

1,43

. 0.84.

1]

ﬂ‘*Number ‘of responses given 'to selections whlch had actually been" read._-

RS &**Percentages cumulate haorizontally to 100.
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fﬁunlt to be partlcularly interestlng. The boys gave.the

'-vﬂsquare analysls, however, indlcated that the results as

: oo . L . . . 'l\
l

- affected by the factors of sex and age. They were not 51g—'

W

-nlflcantly affected by the factors of 1ntelligence and read—.'

1ng ahlllty.,-
Mythology

Because the unlt on mythology in the text was ‘0. ¢ .

: o

T . a -
-l

'_closely bound by theme, the students were asked to rate thls“
unlt as a whole.. One hundr d and twenty—nlne students:"
responﬂed to thls ;item on

,

_dOWn ‘of thEII ratlngs app ars inv Table 4.7.k‘

e questlonnalre and the break—

]

Effectﬁof'Sex.' Nelther boys nor girls found thls

s -
npercentage of "Interestlng“ ratlngs 52 3 per - cent.‘ However,,

boys ‘and glrls varled'very little 1n thelr responses in the
‘thiree columns. Chl—square analysls revealed that the

-:results were not 51gn1f1cant at the 0 05 lével

IR Effect of age. Thls unlt appeared to have been

= i}mllarly appeallng to the students who were 15 and 16 yearsﬁ{

._of age._ The youngest group gave the hlghest percentage of

*“Interestlng responses and the loweet percentage of "Not B
,Interestlng ratxngs.v Students ln the oldest group found

-1

?the unit 1east interestlng andgmost ﬁnlnterestlng but they

'also gave the highest percentage of "Neutral“.ratlngs.{ Chi-

v
-

Hexpressed on the table were not signlficant at the 0 05 '

1.

'level..

" . .. . T T A

whoF
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v g . -

R f : ThlS trend was . also apparent in. the decreasrng'percentage

of responses glven in. the "Not Interestlng“ column The
;” --results in thlS sectlon of the table : were“91gn1f1cantxat the
| ' “0.01 1eve1 7ﬁf&_ CRTRRI '--;": S Q:
. a . }

Effect of“rntelllgence..

\

U SO
.

All fonr intelllgence

.

. v

Yo r™

i

-

[

B Rty

’ . .
-, ) PR
S

v

Ea e i S

-

" A

,ranged¢~rom 86-100. -

'respond

".lng ahlllty group than to the other two groups.n

groups placed at, least 83 B per cent of thelr responses for”‘~"

r . ’ ! . e

the novel,sectlon of the curtlculum 1n thel"Interestlng
o ‘ /
v

column None of the' students whose; IQ was over 115 found

~Th15~

’

any of the novels they had read to be unlnterestlng.

T

group gqﬁe the hlghest proportlon of "Neutral“ responses—-."‘

H

16.7 pe cent. The hlghest percentage of "Not Interestlng"

atlngs ~10.0 per cent—-was glveﬁ by students whose IQ ° .

In most other respects, the group _
- T

“similarly

’ ' \l‘y_-

ectlon of- the table showed that the results were not srg—.'

nlflcant at the 0. 05“leveln

v . \ Tl o S
A . : o o L '

! Effect of readlng abllity Thls unlt o£ novels

K8

The hlgh
i

readrng ablllty students appe%red 6 'be most,znterested 1n

the novels,.however, the dlfferences between the ratlngs

8 o -

glven/by all three groups were not found to be srgnlflcant

at the 0 05 1evel, uslng chl-square analysis.. _ .

.. PN . -_“ . ;.
;z..“ o

gx The ratlngs glven by the students to the

51x novels llsted cn the questionnalrefwere slgnlflcantly

Chl-square anal¥51s conducted on thls:-

:appearF to be sllghtly 1ess 1nterest1ng to the mlddle read—h~"i

I

o s s i ATY T L 00
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:responses for the hlgh IQ group was too low to be valldly
-;;malyzed, the number of responses for the two h:.ghest IQ

) 'groups was comblned

~proportlcns .of responses -to. this unlt. Over half of the
'-..:students in each of these groups found the unlt to be inter— S
a estlhg, on. the average,‘ 18 per cent of the responses of ’ “g
'these two groups were "Not Interest,lng and the remalnder)I ‘

_were "Neutral.“\ The 1ow average ]J.ntell:l.gence group were | .
':.evenly lelded in theJ.r oplnlons on, the 1evel of 1nterest L

of thlS um.t. Usmg chl-square analys:Ls, the data in thls

' responses of the low readmg group were '%Interestmg. The
",',mlddle readlng group had the lowest proportlon of ”Not
Interestlng responses—-BO 7 per cent\. C.hi square analysls

o conducted on this sectlon of the table shewed that the’ o ~

o unit on mythology were not 31gnif:|.cantly affected by the

' factors of age, _sex, J.nte'n:n.gence or read:.ng abllity,

5
/ .
e - . — e e ;
i M \ ." i
) -
~ [y ‘l . .
roe 74

Effect of :mtel’l:.gence. Because the number of

”l‘he h:.ghest and lowest IQ groups ‘gave' 51m11ar ,

5 . . /

,'\

[ . L

sectlon o,f the table was not shown to be sa.gnlf:l.cant at the ’ N

0.05 leei. - T o

-’."- .. ’ ','-I‘ . P -..'. : Tt

Effect of read:l.ng ablln.tz. 7 Thi una.t _eppeered to

appeal more "o the hlgh readlng level oup'tha.'n'to the low ‘

l Co
group 'I‘he hJ.gh group placed 55 per cent of t.helr responses S

1n the "Interestlng column whllé 45 5 per cent oF the

- "\

oé,

. results Were not s:.gm.f:.cant at the 0. 05 level. P S " l
' . * T .”’ (N .‘-k 2'/ "' M T -t . - ‘ : . . R 4

"gz 'I‘he ratl.ngs given by the students to the

R

[ 4
.




L5,
. . ,l . “ ' .4. ’ . - . . /l "/ ..r‘:.o
T although of these four, the factor Wthh had most effect on~ ol

‘ ; ) ".'7the/responses glven on t'hls 1tem was that of 1nte111gence. .
S e Quﬁsmbw'.ﬁ)

« How is’ the level of dlfflculty of selectlons in the”;"
e ) '

3 '"'.text, as percelved by the students, affected by thelr L

r o S ' ab111ty to read? o ﬁ_ o : _. ' 3 . )
i R ' . The responses the students gave 1n the "LeveJ\. of -
; 'Dn.fflculty" column about the selectlons in. the text were” ]

I . a.nalyzed accordlng to the readlng abllxty of the students

: 'domg the ratlngs.-'; Each of the major d1v151bn; of .the ques—
lj . 't:Lonne;lre (short storles, poetry, non—flctlon,‘plays, novels,

e
"

‘ and mythology) were con51dered /e‘ée\parately. _ThlS_ data is

presented 1n '.L‘able 4.8.

. M te DN .. - B
3 In the short story sectlon of the table, ‘the pr0por— '
: tlon of resPonses for each of the three readlng groups was _
. -9 r. . . o . ’(

- , S s:mular, w1th at least 58 per cent of the responses 1lsted

SRS

as "Not leflcult.“' When chi- square analys:.s was conducted

| '_ - on thls .section“of—the tal?le, the resuits were foundo to be : dj

_.}N‘ o "s:LgnJ..ficant at the 0.05. level ~ . ' TR : ‘;1

LT o In the poetry sectlon of the table, there is a- . i Q

e fatrly large range of oproportic;ns'of reﬁponses in both the C :"‘ E
.:_ y A"Neutral" and “Not D1ff1cu1t“ columns.'. In the "Neutral" | g
y : Icolhmn the percentages vary from 35 6 for the hJ.gh readlng :,": : ’
E group 6 45. 6 for the middle group.. /n the ':Not leficult'.' : | 5

_ ,:,' . . | ‘_.:. column the percentages vary from 39 ?’ for the .low reading 5 B

-“-::‘-‘ ' '? '{ group to 51 2 for the hJ.gh readlng ab.a.llty group.f e (}
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” R _TABLE48 T ) Co
: RESPONSES TO THE LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY OF. THE 'SIX SECTIONS OF THE: CURRICULUM° e - :
o L SUBGROUPED ACCORDING TO REAEL G ABILITY ' - S
o .;E,, .Reading . -~ No. of , / Not s R
Q'SectiQn:* Ability* -N_ Responses** Difficult¥** Neutral leflcult X P
: g ) . S . _(?)" (%) - A{g) ' :
Short T s 36 “3604- . 6 - - 28,1 . 65.9 - . _- ;
,Stories . . 293 1952 g8 29.8 62,2 7.73 <0.10 :
— . : - 80 798 - 7.8 34.1 58.1: S ’ :
Pbetry - .36 . 545 .. 13.2 35.6 51.2 .. o B
7 ' .. .93 l 166 .13 45.6 41.4 . - C<€0.01 N i

28.00

s 80~ 928 . 17.3 43.4 39.3
Non-Fiction s . 36 " : 158 ‘3.8 " 28.5. 67.7. - o
o WLl © 93 360 8.1 28.9 - 63 7279 %0.10 -

- 80.

- /250

~8.4

35.2

56.4

36
S 93 -,

80

69
2167

13"
11.9° .- .~

©.18.9
S 1901

24.6

68.1 -

67.1

63.5 -

1.590

. 126
36 .

77

6.5

T.23.4 -

7001

o
'_l
1
[
)]
R u;z@n S RGN GE- R G-

. - 93" ,{173;,; 9.2 © 23,7 67.1 "3.31 . 0.50
- - :1: ..~ 80 140 . . 12.1 -27.9;'I 60.0 K
B Mythology ?'36fy'}20 . 50 30 . .. 20 .
SEEEEE 93 . - 65 . % %585 . 26.2 - .15.3.  .1.87 0.75
e - L 80 - - 44 . 59,1« . 31.8- = _ 9,1 S :
; — _,_;========$;;==A . _ — = = : .
s wp o= high; M = midalez L'= low, . - - N 'i-' . e Y g
L . *#Number of’ ratlngs given to selections whlch had- actually been read. S BEEE o
. ‘_***Percentages cumulate horlzontally to 100. ° o B _ _ L3
- ' : A y T L R ' o ¢
. _ - o T ¥ r
N

N Pl
o ot ’ LN
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Chi~ square analysn.s conduc on this . section of. the table

ioH

S o showed that the results were 51gn1f1 ant at the 0 01 'leve"l.

. In the umt on non-flctlon, 1t'
: ’ ’
students'- readlng abillty became hlgher. the 1es

- ~*

that as 't-he' S

dlfflculty K

~in that um.t. Whlle ‘3. 8 pexr cent of the- responses of the . ,\'
hlgh readlng abllity[group were glven :m the "le’flcult" -;'. ot
)
column, ‘8. 4 per cen‘t ‘of responses of the low read?l.ng\ abJ.l:Lty

: . o : group were glv.en as, ) "lef-lcult *  While 67 7 per cerrt of
the responses of the hlgh ;readmg ablllty group were gJ.ven “‘.‘g :
1

as. "Not leficult,'! '56. 4 per cent of the responses of the o

i s

}

L : ) ’ . .
a R low readlng group were glven as "Not D:Lfflcult. Chl square '

) .

; analysis conducted on thlS Sectlon of' the table slﬁved that

; .

' the results were not s1gn1f1cant at the 0. 05 level.

\ or

In ratlngzhe pla{ sectlon of the text. the/ : 7.
responses of théu

igh and m:.ddle readlng ab:LlJ.ty groups were

_ very z—nmz.lar. The low read:mg abJ.lJ.ty group had the J.owest
‘ ) ' proportlon of “leflcult" and "Not lefs.cult"' responses but .

the hlghest pr0portron of "Neutr\al“ responses... Chl—square

/‘Q

ER . S analysis éonducted on thlS seqtlon of. the table did nqt -

."l'

"show the resuh:.s to be 51gn1f1cant at tl'ie 0

v, . P

5 level. ' ‘.:‘- LT

, . . . e

data dlstnbu\:lo of this table show‘ed that the results were

. ‘

' o not csign:.flcant at the 0 05 level. o .:-‘t':

Se "

<
.-e\__
.
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Qn the mythology sectlon of the table, it was- noted ”ﬁg
- . N . , N . ‘ ?l
that the greater proegftlon of responses for all three . read— - g3
' . 1.1.'11,
1ng ablllty groups fell. 1n the "leflcult" column N The '. ] _‘,‘:¥f§
hlghest proportlon of "Not leflcult" responses was glven ' &
. . by the hlgh-readlng ablllty group.. Chl—square analysxs con—hl/"
5 ducted on thlS sectlon of the table dld not reveal that the
'_'A . \ ! ' it
v results were 51gn1f1cant at the 0 05 level.'~
//' . ’ . '--k - -: : " - . |'. ' ",
T N Summagy. Readlng ab111ty had a 31gn1flcant effect _
v ' B IR
R j upon the ratlngs whlch students’ gave poetry. It had a lesser'.
;' 'H-'ﬂ ":; effect upOn the ratlngs glven to short storles and non*;- e y.
T e . .8 o . . i L . T,
T l flctlon and.had no effect upon the ratlngs glven to drama,
R S novels,-or mythology. ' o A T
;. W . . S e S .
Y . : ' N o ‘_ . [ . ) -
.r \, I. : s ’ T I' ’ 'V‘. SUMMARY ) ' )

e A breakdOWn of the responses on the’ General Toplcal

) Interest Questlonnalre revealed that ‘the most llked typesgo,'

Ly - LW

. . !
e Lol R

EXe

Lo,

and mystery The types least llked were those havxng to do

r.

w1th war, animals? and mythology The most favoured types

' of non-flctlon were those deallng Wlth the orlgln of man,_
. . . , . re N Y X . ."'I
R T occupations'and careers, and autobiography.- The types of “TH-:',I

]
«x
-
- » . o
'
eeston n M )
2 S AT

~ .
. non—flctlon,least liked were rellglon or phllosophy, and 3
f, - the arts. In ?oetry, studepts llked nonsense or.funny poems g
o E f?j"; ;f- best, followed by story poems. nature poems, and descrlptlve f~f;_-<;
F:.'~"f‘ ;V. poems., The types of characters preferred were te%naged boys ”:f o a'
?ﬂ' :I~-f{f,,and teenaged grrls. The zgﬁe of 11terature they llked best o
g I T e _ B R T ~
. T - : ! T '."‘_lv" v
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- was short storles, followed by novels and,plays. I, Poetry .ahd o

essays fell far behlnd o

An . 1nterest ratlng based on the average popularl,g{

o .
of the 1nd1v1dual selectlons O\ti-,he curr:n.culum was calcu- :

]

7

:Lnterest rating for short storles

he B .

_nbn-flctlon, 0 63 drama, 0 62 <hovels, 0 69 and mythology,

’ 0 33.f These J.nterest ratmgs represent the extent to th.ch

:1ated for. each of the major sect \agof the text ¥ The )
0 68 poetry, 0 61,‘

o

A
these unlts conta;l.n elements Whlch students have deemed

:Lnterest:mg. T ‘. L )
. N j o A breakdown of the responses glven on. the pec1flc

®

therature Interest Q\lestlonnalre revealed th}at student

1
n.

L :mterest 1n ‘the. selectlons rn °the short story, poetry, ncm—";

\ f;.ctlon, drama, and novel sectmns o& the cﬁrrlculum was

\ 51gn1f1cant1y affected by the factor of sex.» Sex was not

\a signlf:Lcant factor on the ratmgs glven to the mythology

- wekre affected 51gn1flcantly J_n thelr ratlngs by . the factor

._of age. The poetry angd _non- flct:.on sect:.ons were 31gn1f1— ".1 e

> LI

L

u

'ablllty was, a significant factor in the ratmgs g.wen to

& .
hort stor:Les, poetry, non-f:.ction, and plays.;--

g

cant effect (at the 0. 05 level) only upon the ratmgs they i

o e

5gave the leVel of" d1ff1culty of the poetry sect:n.on of the

book.. Readé:ng ab111ty had no :ugxuf:.cant effect upon the .
<

;level of, difflculty rat:.ngs glven in. the short stom:es, B ,

TGN

SRR

=5

L . L. o N :
£ e, e ST v O O -
CP 2o - = = Iimla s o,

3 ? sl S a

¢, .
Xt of the text. Short storles, poetry; plays, and novelS'

5 AL B i B AT

cantly affected by the factor of J.ntellz.gence. : Readlng _ |

| 'J.‘he readlng ab111ty of the students had a sn.grufi—' ";.
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. some recommendatlons. .

e . : Chapter'»S

.7 4

CONCLUSIONS, ° _IMPLICATIONS AND REcommN@ATIONs'
' . ' S L S iy . BB
.

ThJ..S chapter w:.J.l dlSCUSS the conclu51ons and 1mp11—-

cations of the flndmgs of the study ' It‘ w:.ll also make

" ' D .
:s(' } "' . ) N . e
N QUESTION 1

v o
What are. the general read:.ng J.nterests of the grade R
s . g

' "nJ.ne students under J.nvestlgat:.on?

- AR . /
0 ThJ.s study revealed that the grade m.ne students

LI

.who were surveyed in the General Toplcal Interest Ques‘tlon—u

nalre held a wide varlety o‘f expregsed rea.dlng 1nterests. y

_'rhose types of fJ.ct1on whlch they sald they llked to read .‘ :

.

were, 1n descendlng order- humour, adventure, mystery,

k]

: growing-—up, westerne, horror, romance,,supernatnral home
'-'lJ.fe, fore:.gn lands, sc;ence flctxon, folk\stones, sent.l- .
"',ment, sea, , travel, sports, . hlstory, war, am.mals, ,and

"'-".thhology L ._ S

- In the non-flctn.on types of 11terature, thelr

»
~

. _preferences,were, in descendmg r,ank order- orJ.gin of man. ’

L)

:‘ occupat:.ons and careers, autob:.ography, qutdoors, personal"

and soc1a1 adjustment socz.al problems, hobbies and handl—: .

RS

-,‘.crafts, hlstory, sports, sc1ence, nature, forelgn lands,

Y N

"y

X P St wpirn L T e
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-‘__rellglon or phllosophy, and the ‘hrts. )

A

‘of selectlons that are included in - the text? T

Y

: In poetry, the students surveyed llked nonsense or

-‘funny poems best of all ThlS cho:Lce was- followed by story

-4

.poems, nature poems and descrlptive poems. 1n that order.

- When readlng about types of people, the students

responses varled according to thelr sex. . Boys preferred

in that order.--’ Almost all glrls llked reading about teen-

~

: aged girls and teenaged boys. They also liked woitten - as

llterary types, , followed by men, young chlldren and bab:.es.,

When asked to state the types of llterature they

' llked to read best, the students' responses revealed that

t

‘ the .short story was the most popular type of llterature, .
B followed by the novels and plays.‘ As preferred types,

.'poetry and the essay lagged far behind.

f.u- ,Qqa's-rm 2.
m" ’ l - ’ ‘.I L .. C C BRI
How do the 1nterests expressed by students on the

General Topical Interest Questlonnalre relate to the types

>

Each of the selectlons in the text was ass:.gned an

ind:.v:Ldual interest retlng. , The calculat:.on of th:.s nu.mber

- consmered the students expre,ssed reading J.nterests as, well
' as teacher\__plnlons about the nature of the content of the

' selectlons. Thls numher represents the extent to which a :

An 1nterest rat:mg fqr a- un:Lt of selectlons was found by '

_readlng about teenaged boys, ,men, teenaged glrls and women, o .

s

T : ")-'.

selectlon contalns materlal the studeﬁ'ts deemed lntérestlng. s

P
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calculatlng the average of the 1nterest ratlngs for 1nd1— |
N 'v1dual selectlons 4in that um.t. .
: _ . ‘l‘he 1nterest rat,lnge of the 1nd1v1dual sectrons‘ ‘of.
o : ‘the text and ass:.gned novels were found to be. ehort T
: ’ ’ storles, 00.68' poetry, 0. 61, non-flctJ.on,~0?63:l-d\rama'," 62-
'~ " : novel-s, -0 69- mythology, 0 33«' These percentages can be-
3 S _ :mterpreted as the extent to wh:.ch a unlt contalns elements
o | -Wthh studen‘té have deemed mterest:.ng. S
' - .I‘t'must be’ noted here, however, that thls text con-
: : tams more than enough material for a year s work.' Those o
“ o ‘ | ‘Q?lectlons, therefore, that have not recelved a h:.gh 1nter-— RS
o _ 7 , est ratmg may be bypassed for those selectlons that have. / : . a4
TR o :*}s?*::‘l_; o ‘Ques'rxon L o o
AT ST R i o
- > ; N - H8(v is intereet 1n“the major sectlons of the o

llterature curr:.culum (short stones, poetry, vnon——flction,

! ::4 L _' plays, novels, Iand mythology) affected by . the’ sex, age,
| lntelllgence, and readlng ablllty of the students? B .
LR .l;? 'l‘he factor of sex exerted a’ srgnlflcant lnfluence

z.,.

upon the ratlngs assigned by students to all of the major

| EAEEAR .,.settions except mythology.

-

In each of the other fJ.ve sec- -
- Ry -

e T -

3

/

7

[ ST glrls than to the boys.

The faoto/of age»exerted a s;gnlflcant 1nfluence

L tlons, the selectlons offered Were more appeallng to the

"‘:f « . J .

R : R

-8

.o -—.'_."""-.'»'. ,"r"

N ‘-' ‘A <

‘. /-

S !v poetry, drama, and novel units.._ In these unlts, there was

o,

a noblceabls difference between the. ratlngs gJ.ven by the

, ST upon stude\pt ratlnge of the selectlons in the short story,.-'.,- :
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Nl L e

fictlon, ‘the hlgher the students' readmg ablllty, the less

L 3K

olae and the younger students.. /In these 1nstances, i&
B appeared that the older the student was the less :mterest

-he ’had in ‘the selections in. the unit. ol

o IQ of over 115 were not as lnterested in these uxuts as the

-ﬁrgtmgs which students assigned to the level of dszlculty

Hmnts on: drama, novels or mythology. N SR "' -f-:.

- o : ecmrmra e
N DR o K
oo . ) , 9 -
. . ',’ Y . i Rl
). : 1 5 '_: .
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The' factor of 1ntelllgence exerted a signlficant L

a

1nfluenqe upon student ratings of the seléctions in. the j ‘

un:.ts of poetry and nop-—flction. ) The students who had an R

v

students of 1esser intelllgence. e e : .

".-. -7 .. n'/

G

'I‘he factor- of readlng ab:.lity exerted a 31gn1f1cant

' .
te
'

1nfluence ”upop student ratmg,s of the selectlons 1n ‘the "

Ce .
- A

short story», poetry, non-flctlpn, and drama sectlons... ',Ix}"

each of these sectlons, 1t was - to the mxddle read:.ng abxllty =

group that the selectlonsu}eld the least J.ntarest; AR '_
- 0. ',, . . . -P: . . ‘-' ..Iv"z é&ESTIo‘N4~; ,-( ...\ - X '.- < '.I'ﬂ.' . . 0‘

Goeoe e .o N o o

How 1s the level of dlfflculty of selectlons 1n the

.o

text, as perceived by the students, affected by thelr

abllrty to read?’ : R e e

o . B oy L. 'r

gt

Read:mg ablllty had a sa.gn:.flcant e’ffect Bupon the ;1"”

.' 'of the poetry sect:.on of thé text. It had a. 1ess;,er effect
: .'upon the rat:mgs glven to short stor:n.es and non—flctlon

- gand lt had no sigrn.ficant effect upon ratlngs gJ.ven to the v{_. '

e -

VUG Lo
Forr the 1ts on poetry, short, storles, _and non-—'i o

R SN )'_\.“

o

di,f,flculty t'he student experlented :Ln readn.ng the eelectlons ':"-f'

[PV
Ve
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ool in that:unlt,,': S o i e -
: R V. IMPLICATIONS| AND _RECOMMENDATIONS-. '
T J L S ST .
. The findings of this study seem to'suggest that the -
T text under 1nvestlgatlon, Understandlng thenature, _needs to e

"be supplemented by other materlals that draw upon those,’

B . 'areas Whlch students expressed 1nterest 1n, but Whlch were T

;not readlly avallable to them in thelr program. Whlle the T L ﬁ

-text, 1n sone of 1ts unlts (short storles, non—flctron,

'drama), and the a531gned novels, was falrly effectlve in o 5,:”3 }
%.~ ‘h'meetlng Students' 1nterests, two of the sectlons, notahly ' .
131 ¢ poetry and mythology, did not recelve a hlgh percentage ofu' ‘
Ew'i;y. . y- pOSltlve ratlngs by thé}students surveyed. The poetry un1t

\
3
e (\;-. e,

: was judged 1nterest1ng by approxlmately half of the students S _:- Y

]

st e TR A AT, P

'and only half Judged 1t to be not dlfflcult to read. The

N mythology unit was. judged to be 1nterest1ng by approx1mately ':‘j.:, é
I, :half of the students surveyed and over half of the students *"";I'ﬁ_ ;
i .+ who had read 1t found 1t dlfflcult to read | hese unlts' e .i 15
”}"" "need to. be supplemented by materlal that students would flnd {
. ”l'~“«' more—appeallng and less dlfflcult to read The Newfoundland _'. 15' '?
- ' 'Department of Educatlon has recommended supplementary g ,lilf ‘;;:f é.
'materlal and alternate texts, and 1t appears that teachers f
3 _should take advantage of these materlals in’ order to develop :_. ‘ Zéw
; ‘a well—rounded Ilterature currlculum:‘:.l_.'fi--yl ) r_:.yih:w‘j' ’ ;
~§f .‘j‘;:lf 0of all. the factoxs - related to’ readlng 1nterests{f'“ : "i
4 11nvestlgated, 1t appears that sex exerted the mpst 1nf1uence g
-hupon student readlng 1nterests.; Teachers and developers of Sl ;
} . ? - N _ T ;?
y . i




: 1n grade nine.

”_«responses.-'

86

,or

currdculum,.therefored ought to con51der the p0551b111t1es o

l,of alternate ch01ces of llterary materlal for boys and glrls

/ ot

These educators should con31der also that puplls who:'

are older than average for grade nine do not appearyxo haver

: ,the same’ llterary 1nterests as their younger classmates, and . |

v
-

thelr 1nterests need to be met by addltlonal types of

materlal

Students of above average mental ablllty also need.
-

.

addltlonal llterary stlmulatlon for the readlng 1nterests

l
of these students are not satlsfled by the materlal on the

N currlculum This is" partlcularly true of .the poetry and
'non—flctlon sectlons of the’ text. It was thlS group that o

..gave these sectlons the lowest proportlon of "Interestlng"-

,jl

. Further 1nvestlgat10n is requrred to ascertain the

: reasons why the materlal in some sectlons .of the text (short

storles, poetry, drama, novels) is’ less appeallng to the k

students in the mlddle ab111ty readlng group than it 1s to -

Ps

the hlgh and low groups whosa responses were falrly 51m11ar.

~

VIItJrSUMMARY--. e

c Infsummary,'the most meanjngful’oonelusions‘and sug~ ..

gestlons thlS study ¢an make are- R

"fl It is. 1mposs1b1e for“any text to contaln all the"
- !
types of maﬂ@rlal whlch students profess to 11ke to read

However, there were many tOplCS on the General Top1ca1 o

i _.-_'_._,_g- -

e —..-_..._..__...ﬂ ..

- *::,.v.wi..wvw 3

.0

St s, 22 e
» .




Interest Questlonnalre Whlch recelved very hrgh popularlty L

2 .
4

u

' ratlngs and whlch were scantlly represented 1n;the text.

.-therary materlal deallng with these. toplcs could be chosen

a

'

A} "
' nl' :

to supplement the present course materlal.

‘.2; Whlle in ‘four . of the major d1v191ons of the

. c .‘\
currlculum~—short storles, non-flctlon, drama,.and the

e

novels——student 1nterest runs falrly hlgh, the unlts of

poetry and mythology need con51deratron.' It ig recommended‘”

that a program of study for poetry begln w1th nonsense or
funny poems, move to story poems and from there proceed to f
aescrlptlve and nature poems. Slnce so many of the students
found the mythology unit dlfflcult to read, 1t 1s.suggested

that myths be studled, 1n the beglnnlng,_ln simpler forms

‘3;, In selectrng materlals to awaken llterary 1nterest,;

’ educators are urged-u:make.spacral conce351ons and chorces

; boys-and.grrlsw

for two groups of students- those who are above the average
age level for grade n1ne and those of above average 1nte1—-

llgence.“ Addltlonal research on the specrflc 1nterest of

e )

these two groups is needed. "

) . //.'v ‘
4. Slnce the sex of the student 1s the greatest 1nf1u—

y

'ﬁ. ence upon readlng 1nterest at the grade n1ne level,

alternatlve chorces of materlals should be available for
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- . MARYSTOWN REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL . S
Ca e e LT Marystowny Placentla Bay ', Py )
‘ = Newfoundlan_d

| : o Januaty 18, 1971
k '.'Dr. G.- Murphy, Head . S e o \__- o Lt
“Dept. of Curriculum and Instructlon e e e e T —_Léf o
Faculty of- Education ~ : - ' S B
Memorial -Univergity of ,Newfoundland T e
: © St. John s, Newfoundland e T ,‘: o SO
R :,'Dear Dr.' Murphy B
P ] ‘ IR . . ' I -

it R “We, . at thlS schobl, are very 1nterested 1n hav1ng oo e
S L ﬁestJ.ng programs corducted with our students. - AS 'these . T

Lo testlng programs .are not avan.lable to 'us or we.do not:have R
T . Y . the personnel- to.. adm1n15ter ‘them,. we have a number of T
a R -‘proposals to make to you and to’ your graduate students. : '

i , (1) If your department or- your graduate students
Rt Y are conductlng any- testing program that requires quallfled _
B ~ .. people to ‘administer and to mark, we would be dellghted to -
T accomodate them at their convemence
.o . -, T / - N

E (2) If your department or. your graduate students o 4

Y A " are conductlng a testing program that we. ean admlnn.ster‘, o ‘ '
R we.will gladly co-operate.in- admlnlsterlng them and An- S

" 0 '-_return:mg the ‘papers for marklng,_etc. o R

% .

}

.o o (3) We w1ll also gladly co-operate w:.th you in any
r' ' other type. of research WOrk you or your students are con-. . -
T ,duct.lng v ) N e A o o

(4)5‘ In return for our co-operatlon, we. would want: . -

. a copy of ‘score, 'percentiles, etc., for our own'school RO I

*  records, 80" ‘that we can better understand our puplls o . '

" problems and maybe do a better JOb of guldlng them in the L
rlght dlrectlon. _ . o

We also ask you to pass thls proposal on to the - .
'other graduate departments as- we would do- the same - for them.~

A T Yours truly,®. o

-:(sga;) . paf'ri_c'iwalsh '

Ve e Co WM PATRICK WALSH‘
VUL T e Pr1nc1pal-4-.

N,
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- Dear S:LrV

.' , Master of Education. degree’ at, Memorial  University.. Our’

e research on- thls area in your school dlstrlct.,_ oux researéh

o w1th your approval so. that'we may, furnlsh you with more-.

. v ;’ . X . _'~/- - ;‘;: '.I' /

| o T S RN

- : AU SR

‘ , . L e 97

“ !' -January 24, 1972. .
. Tk =
. Mr Albert Dober, Superlntendent,- S h g ~ '.,_- . '
Roman: Catholic School Board T e L e
.. . For Burin Peninsula, . . .0 A
- Pa0i-Box 278, [ S RS S -
Bun—Nn, ewf?mmlland. S e

. . RN . . . N
"' . BN y o . o . X y
oA

We are three teachers who arefworklng towards ‘a’. .'

. field of spec1alrzatlon is Engllsh Language -and’ L:Lterature, P
. Curriculum -and Instructlon at “the- secondary levek. In our"
teachlng experience we have consgidered the problem B read—~"'
ing-at: this. level to .be one of great: 'concern, . Consequently,
‘we .are. attemptlng to wrrte our: theses on*certaln aspects of
th:.s problem.

- T o N ﬁ o E - ' ', oL "," ) ) -

We" wonder if 1t would be. possmle for us to 4o’ some *

“would. consist Of . ‘standardized tests administered to the..
students and gquestionnairxes admmlstered ‘to the teachers, o
-at no -cost to your school board.: Our . data and conclusions '’

w1ll be made. available to you and your staff- as well as our -
‘recommendations. whisxch Wlll be -'the products ‘of - discussion . Cel
. among you, your profess:.cmal staff, our faculty adv:.sors and L
ourselves..'_. B ) L e -

"'.~.' . If you are agreeable to our. request, our flndlngs
will be. “of particular interest. and use 'to your ‘board: :
“‘bécause” our Qopulatlon and sample w:.ll be drawn entlrely
~£rom your school dlstrlCt e Lo S S

.oon
v

Please 1nform us whether or not our proposal meets '

detaJ.ls relevant to' the . scope and depth of ‘our research

2

s . R ."‘. L
‘ Thank:.ng you for your cons.l.deratlon and trust:mg e S
that your reply .wxll be . a favo‘urable one, we- rernaln, : T

- . . P | .
R _' - - 7 - < e’ [
o !ours truly, e AR
- . . ; L0 .
" l\ ’ - X T ’ T .r "l.:",'» ‘ }." ". v :.. ". s 1
"Horace Davice : .. =~ - S

; e L : Mauréen.McDonald R

; . Bnan Shortall S TR PR |
Lo / e L TR
S T Segn
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' Mr. Horacde Davis

Depar

ROMAN CATHOLICQSCHOOL BOARD‘

g lent of'Currieulum & Instructlon - ,
"~ Memorial Unxvers1t2/ o .

o St John's
'._ZNfld :

.

3w111 make arrangements w1th the particular Schools for you.

\:/' -

)

J

| Deat Slr“ (;";'
e N : '

el In reply to your letter” dated January 20, 1972 thls

" Office will gladly co-operate-in ‘the survey you, Maureen

J;McDonald and Brian Shortall plan to- do.
V-ﬂ

When detalls of your research progect are known,

Burln Penlnsula L

%prln, Newfoundlq%g, ;-f_lfj.

L4

T w

L for the

.

o

g

-.'f ; )

. Januaxy 31,1972

o’

Slncerely yours,, 1,}

: H L .
! . . .,

(Sgd;) A.J,gDober -

A J. DOBER,
DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT.

.98 -
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' GENERAL TOPICAL INTEREST QUESTIONNATIRE -

“e

MALE:_

NAME::

AGE:

" FEMALE:

100

' SCHOOL.:

O NOT WRITE IN THIS

SPACE

' 'HOMEROOM TEAGHER: . [ 1. (I.0.)
_oHOMEROOM NUMBER: _.° .~ 2. (R.A.)__ '
| . . . . [N . ’/
- ' Please answer - the following:qhestions-és eafefuily

as you can.

“on the rlght

(When'the WOrﬁu'stofy'

selectlon. plays, novels, short storles, essays )

PR A,

.FICTION:

“Mystery:
.

Put your check mark under one of. the head1ngsz~‘~

column.'

©oNL '

1

’ - .
: '~ - . ! ’

(storles about flctlonal

'persons who are .trying to’

" solve crimes or unexplaln—

"-able events)

-

Adventure: '

.

Romance: (

v

(storles about f1ct10na1

persons who perform darlng -

deeds)
stories about romantic .

love between flCthnal
people) ' : :

SELECTIONS DEALING WITH THE FOLLOWING TOPICS’

b4

DO YOU. LIKE TO READ OR WOULD YOU. LIKE TO READ

. to: 1nc1ude-any content Wthh forms the bas1s for a. prose

is- used below, it 1s meant

| ¥eS’

NO

DON.'T-
-KNOW

[

- PRI .

S IF c .
. NP SRR VI B i [
AR LA AT o iy o<

e

T R PRI L
=R NG L S QL gt E

P T NP T

L T L R

£
2

2
o
4

S b
.
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- FICTION: (Cofitinued) ™ . , YES | .NO | KNOW . £
. L CoL , ' : g
S e - 3
;Sports: - (stories about fictional ak ;ﬁj
-, .7 .- .persons who are famous: N ) VL
. -. . 'sports heroes or about . R IR A i
‘ - fictional ordinary- people S T Y R
who like,to_play.sports)_'
'Sc1ence Flctlon. (étoriés'about space' ’ - o
i flighte,. creatures from T
outer space, ete.) - ' E:
N. 'S
. ! e
Hoxrxor: (storles about vamplres, evxl . o
" splrlts, earth monsters) ' :j
'Supernatural. (storles about ghosts, ;é
. . gods, strange happenlngs Qg_
- which are not necessarily’ K
PR horrlble) ‘ . -QQ
o i ooV ! . 'f
© Humour: . (storles about funny events, R S
- 'happenlngs, descrlptlons) ' ,,ZL%
. wWar: ¢ (stories- about fictional “ ~§.
: .persons or- happenlngs :
1nvolved ‘dn war or battles) ;e .ﬁlj
. . a
Animals:. . (flctlonal stories 1nvolv1ng . V4
: life-like or talklng g
animals) ‘ ¥§s
. - r o B . '.I_’_é( '
Forelgn Lan65° (fictional stories - @ ~ |. | .| . >
_ .. about persons who llve in- - [ 7 o . ,%
. other 1ands) : ' . 1 %H
' S - T , o Sk
Westerns: (storles about flctldnal {"_'jf - R Y
- cowboys, Indlans, ploneers) N e B o
‘Sea: : (St_:ori."és about flctlonal e s U I o A
' persons, animals, ships, A T T
-*. etec. whith—have eXperlenoe : ' S .
- w:Lth the sea) - . g - ] s &g .
Travel: . (storles about f1ct10nal . N . , "'?
- characters who -have adven—~ ' . S EE N B th
tures and experiences while ' B N
travelling through other IR P o
B o v, . I - ¢
' ' ' ' ke A : !
, .
- : , S
. 1 [ é .
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Historical.
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102

1. YES

- NO.

DON'T

| xnow

! . -
(storles deallng with the , )

x supernatural glmost relig- |

ious beliefs of ancient

. peoples,  Romans, Greeks,.ﬁ

North Amerlcan Indlans)

Flctlon. (storles about :
persons or happenlngs of

'many 'years ago; for example,

.a make—belleve stoxy- about

©a man or ‘'woman who lived in

Home Life:

Sentiment:

England three hdndred years
'ago) .

(storles aboué problems and- ,.

happenings which occur ln
flctlonal/Tami%les)
(stories. Egpt emotional
"relationships between fic-
tional characters (not

"romantlc love), for example,

'a 'story about-an attachment

-which grows between an old
man and a small boy) :

: (storles about fictional
_-persons who are trying- to”
discover their values, to
put direction in their L
“lives; for example,-a .
teenager - trylng to become an
.adult) C ) . ,_~}

es- (storles about flctlonal
heroes or fairy tales which

- wére usually made up by

Grow1ng Up:
Folk Stor1

g
NON-FICTION:

S

' Biography:

ordlnary peOple and passed--
down, fxom generation. to -
.generatlon mostly by word
of mouth)

o

(life stories of ‘real men
and - women, written. by

~other peoplé) a
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NON~FICTION

(Contlnued)

ffsport$?3
}'Forelgn Lands: (selectlons which deal
'-Hobtles:apd Handlcrafts. (selectlons
Tgistbfy?
;Self Improvement. (selectlons deallng

'Npture Books

.Outdoors:

"YES -

NO

‘poN'T |
_KNOW

Autoblography. (llfe Storles of real
" men .and women, ertten by
themselves) N

(selectlons deallng W1th the
development and description’.
.of games and other athletlc

act1v1t1es) oo _ ) v

kd

- with true descriptions and
exploratlons of other lands,
, and cultures) .

‘.

dealing with descriptions of

.'.'. g
how' to make things or ' collect

w 1nterest1ng objects) R

.(true accounts of war and
- conguest and. 1mportant

Z_eventg of years gone by)

:with tips on dress, manners,

groomlng)
. 'L )

(accounts of the .charac~

‘texistics and nature of the
sea, anlmals, bl:ds) )

. N, .

Occupatlons ‘and Careers- (selectlons
'deallng with opportunltles in’

¢ ‘various careers and- descrlp—

" tions,of occupatlons)

»

_(selectlons dealing with the
* ~.types of persons or .activities
"< " involved w1th 11fe 1n the .
'outdoors) . . ’

Personal and 5001al Adjustment' (selec-
,tlons dealing with tips and
fsuggestlons on ways to handle

© .personal - problems, for « -

ot :example, IElatlonShlpS mlth
~ other people) :

. ‘i .
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NON—FICTION' (Contlnued) YES | NO .,KNOW_;
Soclal Problems- (selectlons deallhg .
, . with deprived, under- -
pr1v1leged, for example,_the &
Negroes 1a§fhe United States)
. 'Science: . (seléction deallng w1th
D ,',1nvent10n ‘and, discovery in:
area. ‘like blology, ‘medicine,
-machlnery, space ‘travel,. » 3
mathematlcs) o : C
© Arts: '“(selectlons dealing with — '
' - B descrlptlon or cr1t1c1sm of- ' }
‘art or music) . - - PR v B
-Rellglon o;.Phllosophy (selectlohs : )
.dealing with .the. process of " .
developing value systems), . .
finding out what acts are ..
goéd and bad) ' ‘ .
. oo : K3
Orlgln of Man: (selections deallng w1th
' :descrlptlons of "how man lived
thousands of years ago; for'"
e¢xample, the cave man and - .-
1 how he changed gradually ,ﬁ”“ﬁ .
_ .- into modern man). S : ,
WHEN -YOU READ POETRY, DO YOU LIKE '1‘0 READ. e
(Please rate each type of - poetry) :
»Nature poems7\-"‘ : . ;
,Story poems’?- ' o
:Nonsense or funny poems° s
. Descrlptlve ‘poems? (for. example, the
: " way an author views a person,
event, dtlpn or Qplnlon) 1
fWHEN YOUu, READ ‘A STORY PLAY NOVEL OR. POEM _
- ABOUT. PEOPLE, DO YOU LIKE THOSE PEOPLE TO f- .
BE‘ ,~ ) . P ',’
'Men?': : i Co Lo l
. " * . . . . .'I'

o L .
‘-—!..:'z-_, - .
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WHICH TYPE OF LITERATURE DO YOU LIKE -

" O READ BEST? (Check only ONE)

B ,feébagehbb¥§?1 !
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"SPECIFIC LITERATURE INTEREST QUESTIONNAIRE -FOR.GRADE NINE I
./‘. ' -'. I 1\ .. vt - . . - . ‘ . ) -. -,,1‘;
.NAME ;. ; MALE:-. . FEMALE: :1‘»_.,:

. ,XI . ~ . ) . . . ::'.
AGE- ' , . , . i

' o l.t‘~ T SO r . ; Ty ' P i
scn_OOL. \ . - DO 'NOT WRITE IN .Imxs 'S.PA\C;E O
PR, ST AP H
HOMEROOM TEACHER oo L. (I.Qu) - i
HOMEROOM'NUM?ER: - . 2. (R.A)). =
. R o . i ._ . . - --: ) N ”,3 .
FAYEE — . , g

'ro BE STATED \ORALLY BY THE INVESTIGATOR:'{; , o / 4

L T ;:; ThlS Fuestlonnalre is deSLgned to dlscover what por- g

'tlons ‘of your‘ llterature books you llke and what parts you _"

- don't like. Please rate the selectlons below as honestly as
you can. Do hot Le afrald to say you found a story .or play,‘ 3
- N or poem or novel unlnterestlng even though you know, perhaps,_ i
N that your teacher llkes that selectlon very muéh.. The pur—‘”: o f
| pose of. thls study ik to help your teachers~hnow what klnds EJ y -~Q;'
of llterature‘you are really ;nterested'rn so that they can li'. ‘ g
give, you more of those sorts of thlngs to read. i ef - L : ;;'é
, 5;" .There are two columns under whlch you must rate the :
seleetlons; One measures the 1nterest you had 1n a story, ! f.
whlle the other measures: the dlfflculty you may have experl-' J -*{‘“é‘
_ enced in readlng a selectlon. When answerlng the questlon~ :}.I

nalre,'RATE ALL THOSE SELECTIONS WHICH YUU HAVE READ OR

e de L Mt e €

ATTEMPTED To READ In checklng the flrst column, tltled
fﬂ‘f, '"Level of Interest," you are asked to. state hgw much you‘f

3 like the content, form or 1deas in a stOrY. Poem, novellor o -x; :

‘g N '
e .
f Lo
> o . i
; B - . L i
Yo ( et . Y
e N d At T se :
. - L. < - STy PRV " .o .
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3

: check——under th? 'Not Bead' column

4

IOEIPRALY I Py ]

play; In other words, 1f you_thought that the plot or char—

g

acters ;n a- partlcular story were good or 1f you enjoyed the

rhythm, rhyme or ideas of a partlcular poem, check the columni'f

underneath the headlng 'Interestlng If you have no specialhgf

feellngs about a selectlon and thlnk that it was nelther

good nor bad check the 'Neutral' column._ If you dldn't llkefjf"

a selectlon and thought 1t dull and borlng, check the o ;“

'Unlnterestlng column If you haven't read that particular

'_story or poem or novel or play, check the 'Not Read' column

K
]

‘ /
On the questlonnalre, there is. also a column deallng

P

w1th the level of readlng dlfflculty of a selectlon. Thls

COlumn is tltled "Level of leflculty If you'found.ajstoryf'

-~ S
or poem or play dlfflcult to read “or understand check the
. /

: 'leflcult' column; 1f it was nelther too easy nor too hard,

check thg 'Neutral' column, and 1f you thought 1t was easy

' f_ to read and uwg@rstand check the 'Not leflcult' column

For every selectlon you have regd ox attempted to\\

o ~

read therefore, you w1ll have two checks——one for "Level of
Interest," the other for "Level of leflculty. For those .
selectlons whlch you have not read there w1ll be only one

L

'\'c...;

You may use your textbooks to refresh your memory

about any selectlons you cannot recall ":- '1 S

o
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=’ | . LEVEC OF INTEREST - LEVEL or' DIFFICULTY.’

B o N - e T e Nee T L Not |

BV ST s o s o Inker=| - - 4 | Inter—|Not - Diffir o D1ff1-.
N R .+ .. - . = |-esting|Neutral| esting|Read| cult Neutral (cult

ST — - S - : : —

:1. The Cask of Amontlllado S N Y S r N

2.CMLSs Cynthle ', oo

'3J_The Open Wlndow

o

¢

. . -4 The. Firing’ Squad . B  ,-;. : ?‘:T“ZQT' IR e |
S ' gpsﬂlThe ‘Monkey 's Paw . L SN e A VR R o A
L égyFllght S A S L o R L
'~ 7. The Erne from the Coast T

“8. A Mother in Mannv1lle

ST -

JE
A
<
)

I

\;-.. f'ﬁi ShagO‘f. e R A | o -
f,alO,UChrlstmas Mornlng ' T e Y ' N E : o} '

| 11. THe Sec¢ret Life of Walter Mltty

g f: , :_12} The. V01ces of Adamo' R e " S ' Q:'

'A;3. The Homecomlng fQ T _i- SR 'g;;‘~" o P ‘
‘14.‘A Visit of Charlty o g N R e S R L ' N
o iS;ﬁThe Poet Speaks L h .51ﬁ2~H"' 5\' S B L : -
%'f--;'en" léa'Jabberwocky - L :_ SRR I | N
1. I & Cargoes l,i;' R "3'51_ o~ ERPRA

18. Dulce et Decorum Est

" 19. Dulce .et Decorum Est: Early R N B
) ‘Version ..~ = ML SUFL R
20. Without Beneflt of Declaratlon A

ﬂ'21.-Snow 1n the Suburbs_ﬁ‘
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ot o | R I _LﬁVEL.OF.INTERESTf SR LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY a
‘ - R L C e Inter- -« [Inter= Not o Diffif .- | Diffi~ | . . R
' ' - s esting Neutral-gsting Read: cult |Neutrallcult | -_ -

- 43, Biography . , .
44. V is foi Victory, éerOu_ . .. PR - . e :
[ R can- plalnly see . " R . ' R , 3 R B a
_._',45.-Finis | PR R PO IR L - '
) -46. An Elegy on the Death of a' o ,;:,':\3 N e N - -
- . Mad: Dog = = - o B | . - L.
 47. The Gray - Squlrrel L .--'. R PR B
:.48.""next to of course qod amerlca r | e N o 3 IR
' 49. ‘The. Umplre e T T ,;' S A ‘ ' ' ' - :
;SOQ;Eleven T CL A SRR R F - N
51.‘Their Lonely Betters S T T ;_?':. s B R EA | S e

_ 52. Time,’:You Old Gypsy Man N P I T B e B
-0 053 namited - Ly ol e s e e e
C . 5:4; . EnRoute -. . e . | Y S | BT _ o h:-‘ . ._ ‘ . e _‘,
| w.55..Polo Grounds ... 7. v -0l 0 ot N e i o T T
i\ 57, park eirl’ R TR Sl IERIE DI B
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LEVEL OF INTEREST

" { Inter-.
"esting

Neht;al

Not
Inter-
esting

Not
Read’

LEVEL QF DIFFICULTY

cult

3Diffi;

.Néﬁtral

—-Not .

lefl-
cult . -

22,
oy
24,

25,

" 26.

;21,

28,

229,
305
31,

32,

33,
34,.
. 35,.

36,

37,

' .38.

39,

40;
S
42,

'Desert el Aa__
'Exeunt '

The Paxddh )
March Field _ _-:

-Sale Today

This Mornlng
"There Came a Wlnd"

A Ballad of Hell

From the North Terrace-‘

Moonllght nght Carmel -
"The Sky is Low“A L
Common Dust - e

‘Prejudlce : ..*ﬂA,fﬁ o N

-’

A Fence :
Trans. Canada
Gamboling on the Gumbox

~ -

In a: Statlon in the Metro,°-

“Sigh,no more, ladies"
"Why so -pale and wan"
The- lesson of the’ moth
Beautiful o -

Horis ot T g ot

—
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nop AR,

62.
163,

1

64,
65"

-
o [N

. - [P
e o bt e, e e L 1 i, s vt = O+ T

esting

Inter- [

Neuitral

Not

JInter-

esting

LEVEL OF INTEREST . .

Not

Read

'LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY .|

Diffi-| - . .
‘| Neutral

cult

_Not .
Diffi~
cult .

IE_GQ;

67.

.. 682

69 ..

'70.

71,

7.2.

73,

. 74.
5.
fThe
The

\Prester John_‘

76.
77.

78,

79.

80,
B

- 82,

”~;83.,

A S i,

fConnotatlens in Political -

fHow to. Listen'tO'Other'People* o

Persuasion.
‘The. Ethlcs of Blography
Three Days to See o
Escape
A Native Chlld
The nght the Ghost Got In ‘

‘A Choice of" Weapons_
'Black Psyche i
INarratlve on the Life of.

Frederick Douglass

N

"Escape from Slavery

Frederick, Douglass.
The'Diary of Anne Fraﬁk ‘
The Miracle Worker

Llfe of Henry the Flfth
Pearl

Captains’Courageous. _
‘Where Nests the Watér Hen .

Snow Goose“'; f
Fllght into Danger

In general how would you rate
~the_ unit on the Trogan war?.
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- \ LITERATURE CLASSIFICATION® = L T R
’ - =L ) . E ot o ' '._: : : M : - o T
- ‘Piction e - Poetxy .- " Non Fiction
T — |

~

-Adjustment

Self-Improvemen

Social Problems
Foreign Lands - - [ -

Origin -of Han
Personal & Soci
" | Autobiography

Suparnatural
Foreign Lands.

Descriptive . o "

" . |Folk Stories

) N freufil . i FERE
- TS 53%‘35‘5 - g fer| 3. |
' SERHEE, SLEER s 54 3 EENEL ]
) £358388F7 8358|885 : 484|544 , :

(-]
w
-
°.\
¢
-
W

1. The Cask of Amontillado
- 2. Miss Cynthia

e . ~ -| 3. Open Window Y T . o . o . ) )
s - .| 4. Firing Squad - o ) 2 - "5 L o . } - - s 0.57 - S :E

N

5, Monkpy's Paw’ - 1~ - 23 o o : . - : . . 0.68
6. Flight - R BT N e . " ‘ . P .
L A Erne from the Coast P . 3.
et 8. Mother in Mannville ' e ) 6,
. C 9. Shazo . o 4 t - o : . . , . .
: . 10, Christmas Morning ) N 6 : Lo ST " . 0.68 . Coe A
R Seczetmfeo:wauer_: g ' S B . : S A
= . Mitty : : o . - - o

i 12. Voices of Adamo '. ' -1 . 22 L . e e o ﬁﬁ‘ﬂ"ﬁl
' "113. Homecoming © - o . o 4 .. 17 s . T . L . 0.47.
- 14, visit of Charity - -. | - .- 1 S 23 ] - . ’ N 0.70-
] 15.- The Poet Speaks : - . C : . L ‘ . '

16. Jabberwocky . . ) ’ WL o
]17. cargoes T I B T ) )
18. Dulce et Decorum Eat . Y S

19. -Dulce et Decorum Est _ - _—
20. wWithout Benefit of )
Daeclaration - e,
o -+ . |21..8now in the Suburhs" - R -
A . 22. Desert’ . ST Do T T .
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LITERATURE CLASSIFICATION (Continued)
( . Fiction - Poetry Fon Fiction

Mystery - .

Adventure

supprnatnxal i
Foreign Lands

Historical o

-Piction

Honé“hi!e

erini-l_rp

< ea

Polk Stories . N E

Nonsense. |
story - ..

Hature:

)

Dagoriptive '

étiqiﬁ of Man -

Adjustment
Social Problems

Philosophy - - |
Personal & Socu.ﬁ

B@oqnphy o

Poreign Lands

|se-

48.

Sale Today '
This Morning

‘*There Came. a Wind"

A Ballad of Hell

- From the North Terrace
- Moonlight Nightt: Carmel

“The Sky is Low"

- Common Dust; -

Prejudice

‘A Fence *

Trans Canada

Gauboling on Ehe Gumbo

In a Station in the
Metro
*Sigh no more, 1adies"
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