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Chap.ter 1 · 

(0 
THE PROBLEM 

· , ' , 

.. · 

I I . 
! 

. · In Newfo1:1ndland scho_ols today, approximately ten to fifteen 
' ' 4 . ' ' • 

'percent. of the· students have .been placed in~ remedial classes because they , . 

have experie~ced f~ilure and frustration in 'learning to 

been taught to rea~ ,through t "raditionai ~pproachet w:i.th 

read. Th~y have · 
. I 

which, for a 

· ~~r-iety ~ r:easons ~ 
0 

they' hav·e been .unable tq cope. Remediation attempts·, 

however,· often ha-ite been based 0~ t~e very type of instruction . in which 
.) · . . 

the students have failed; . Motivation; SlJ:CCess, and ~ha~_ge~ of atti,tude. 

which are .of primary importance to 'remedi.al ·readers', have b~en difficult 
._• I t ' • 0 '• ' ' ' • ' • • • 

• ' I 

The repeated "t'a:il~re and frustration of to achieve in such' situation's, . 
some children have· made educat.ors aware of the need for a novel., .'stimu-: 

· lat:lng· appro~ch whi~h would not · re~ind tho~e .. ch-ildren of th~ir fail~re. · 

. ) , , , I . . · , 

This interns hi~ dea~s with ·the.' problem . of · improving the ' reading 

pe~forma~ce of som.e students \.Tho 'W~te becomi~g increa~·ingly un.pucce~sful 
' ' . . . . ' . ~ 

. ' 

at· learning to. read • .' It explores the ·application of a .l.anguage .e'xj,er;_ 

ieilc~ approach' to ·the remediation of reading difficulties and atte~pts 
~ ,, . . . · . 

·, I 

.• to · pr9~id~ some evaluative .information concerning ~he efficacy ;of this 

app.roac,h in ' the remedial situation. : 

~.ED FOR · tHE INTERNSHIP" · · 

:During·, the _past two years, the ~epartment of : Educatio_n has . made 

·provision' 'f'ci:r; •the: hiring of ·remedial ·.teachers .w~thin school systa,!Ps • . 

.. 
' . 

· a • . 

' .. 
,, 

· ·~ . 
1 

' ' ' 
' l 

... 

' . ~ 

' ·, 

I ~ ' ' . ' . . -

l
•!j! 

·. 
. . 

. ,' 

I ' 

. . . . r~ 
· · . · s't! 

. 'l . . . liii'. 
. W41iii&JiMDaCa'·· .}~·· 

. .. ' .. ~ .~. . ~- . ~- •. . . • :, . . . t."' ' ·: - . . 

·• 
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.. 
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•, \~~.':: · ~~-·I • ;~~.~\\~~~:, ~ ·-,/' ~ ·: .. : 
' 'l •.::O .. • ~ - 4 ? 
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• .. 

2 · 

" . yes~ teach7 s have l>.een ·allo'cated . so that each ·has work~d with·· a sclid'b1 · 

/ pop~l.~t~~l,.~£ approximately f~ve ... hu~dred pupils. ·Their prim~~Y · function. 

, , has ,b/.en to pro~id,~ ,remedial instc~ion ' for pupils-· retarded i~'ftheir 

~•d{ng ::£:::::~ teaoher h~ been re~uired to screen cl~sse~ ~or 
/ . ,• ·~ '-/ . 

pupils with readi.ng problems, to di:agnose each pupil.-s stre,ngths . a~d .. 
. • : • . • ... • ' ! • • • 

weaknesses.' in reading, and to devis~ ;and implement remedial programs for 
.. . . . I I . . . . . 

the s t:udents who she has. felt .. t:ould ,benefit .from such ,programs .•. 

Because of the :immensity o£1.such a task for one remedial. teacher. 
, • . : . ' ' . ' - ~ ."' ' . A 

.the sChoo'l in ~hich :the intern has :been a . remedial t'eacher d~cided that . . ·~ ... . . 

she should concentrate . her efforts on chiidren with i:ead.i.ng problems i.n. 
• ' • ' ,. I) 

the primary· 'grades. ~ s 'tudents in ,the e~ementary grades 'W~'o needed remedial 

·'' 
instruction would .be aCCOIIIIIlodated to the . extent. . th~t Workload and . time 

. scheduling permitted. ' l 

The int~rn . . :i_s a remedial teacher in an el~menta~ school ' in a ' .. 
modern town o:n. the ou~sk,irts : of ~t. )ohn' s . , It. has ninetee~ staff 

' ' • ' ' 

members and a'n enrolment of · approximate'!y five hundred pupils • · It offers 
· / 

' .. . / . . 0 

• music, phy/ cal education~ special education, and remed~:al. progr<lJDs, ~ The 

sc.hoo1. ~fso has the part-time services of a· readi,ng ·con~ultant, a guid­

ance · counsellor, a speech thei:apist 1 and · a nurse. ·, 

In ·each of th~ primary grades the · children are grouped for 
• • • t:l • •• 

. . 

reaQ.ing • . The pur~ose ·of this gr ouping ·i s to p~ace ·each .child on. a l ev e ;L 

~ ~t whi ch he can' ade,quately cope. 
• ' • ' J 

Usual,ly · three · ;reading progr~s are used 
. I 

. ' 
· in ea~h · class ro9m--Th'e Ginn : Integr a ted Language Program,. The .Ne -lson 1 . .. 

. . ' ' . .' . .s • 
· Languase Developme.tit: Reading Program. an d The New Open Highways · Program. 

Duri:ng the . past tWo years ~ the c1ass'roo~ te~chers have . ~een 

:responsibie for the core readi'(lg program, while.' the' int:ern has' been 

.. 

•• 1 

'. 

· . .;,, . 

.... .. 
~·,. 

:. i 

~:~ 

.=-·.:, . •, 

· ??¥ · ·· · ~·~-· .' 
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o. ~.. . p . •'J 0. 0 ~ t 

~ 0 11 • ,, ~ .' ~.~O ~· .; • .: · ' D ·~ 
0 . ·' . . ~ , , ' r • ~ 

0 • ' • • • ' : • •• :~ d ~. • • • • : • ·~··- ~- ,:~ · > ~ -· .. ··, ·~~> :::· .. ·>··-·~:~ : ·.: : :/: 
resptans,ible for providing -each. s tudertt '~ho was' retarded .'in· hi~ . t"e·adjng : .. i . 

/.' . . ' ' : . ... : .' . i ' .,'I,,' ' • )', !,'·~, •LI u •, • '.n: ' : 'O ' "tl ' : . .: . :. ,L.:,~, ,•h .. ' (., ' ~ ... ·· · · · : .;· : : 

;per.forman'ce ~i~h . instruction. ~s~gnea to• remediate his weaknesses... Eacli _, · : · :~ 
• . •. : • : • • : . •. · • """ ~ .. • , . ,. , -•• _., 

1-~~ - :.; · , .. ·:, ·.~0~ J · . ·v ~.~ ·:: \.. ; ' ... .. , 
· wee'k 1 Fh.e int'ern ·has · taken sina~l ·g-roups · of "children who required such ·'!: , 

• 0 ' ; ' ,:Q 
0 

• • • • /J ~ ~ ( I J ~ b 0 
, '" 

0 
'\ 

" • · . . · .. ' ·,r ;, · . · v·-.·~: :. o· .. ~=- ·' .\ .. , 
. :i~~tr~C.~1-~~ from .:~h.e: ~_egul~r cla~~roo~: f.or -~~~:e p~r~o.d:":~f · ~~ .:~~--· -~.: ~ ·: 0. ·: ·.·. -~, • · 
minutes .in leng1:h·, d;pen_ding upon t~e ." children's matui:oi'ty anJ·.attentiori·' ' . . . ·:_··; .. , 

• • • • J • • I ' ' ' " ' \1 ' ' : t • • II', o,: ~~: .. <> ~ l .,' t I •', .;' /1 .~·· . : <1 

( • I • ,... •, . • ' ) ~ ~ .._ ,"-

sp~ns • tlhii~ ~=J~~ing r.,.~di~t:~~· i~,this. 2~~r, t~~ i~~.i· ~~~)·~·· ' .: . ' . ' ' ' 
th~t .. ead~ng 'pr~~1. gener~~~'Y• st•:=•d 'from t~~ ~;.~id ~:~~ .:9; w~.k~~~.::.::.. . .. . ·, <· ' 

. ,. • " •• '. . , " " o " ., • ·~ r. · ·~ • •J .., ~ •. • . •• 

~ i.-nate~uate d:velop~ent of . sig}?. t ,: v?cab~1~ry . . and ·~~-~d a~ t{l·c~ s~~~-~~ •.. ·. :~ . · 1./.· . .." ·. ~ 

. rem~df.'ating t,hese. a.ieas of t-reaknes_s ·~ sh~ u'sed wo~kbooks '). 'worksh~~ts,.-high . ·.' '.:-'. ·r:~~ 
· . · . · .. . ·a · '· ~. · · · · • : g • 'l • .. •• ~ . ~ • • ' •• • • , • • • • ' • • •• • • ';"1 
• inte~es t-low vocabulary bo~~s, ~.d :~e~ding .gam~a. ' ,1··. • • • ••• " · ,. tl .. ~· ·: J~~' :~: ·: . . , . .' '·· ::, :~J 

The intern felt ·~h~~~ - while .:ome de_iree '·:of' sutdess' bah b<~.lln.': :~ ~ . .,; .~. ' : : ··.· :-.'(;t:' 
. ' . :• ~ • ' •: ." .. ' c . I .,. 0 • '.,C ' , .. . " . _' •• _. o '. ·•~' " • • . . / • ,, ' '·. : ; ' : ·· · ' •'.. ' . • •.}f 

ach_~eved by ID~~-tf .students, ~h~' retnedi~l .. progr~~;,~~d ~qt: been ·as• J>Ui!,~esst;_ul ·, . . . <~ 
as it probably : equid have. been. She a~tribli'ted .th:i.; · ·t~ .'the \a,ck. of a·· _

1
_, ~~ {i 

va~iety of in t:re·~~lng m~t~~i-~is 'dn. · l~veol~- ~a t :~~i~~ :·th_~ . ~h.il~re~ -~~ui_d . ' . ·: : . . :~~~ 
cope, difficu~ty 'in ~otivating . the,child(~n t~- ~~a~t:- ' to - ~~·ad, · _an~ ~ ~h~ ·~.se ' ,'··. <--·~·· ... ~~ 

• • ' l • ' • ' ~ .fl. , • w {I'~ • ' • , • ' • / I' ' • • ~··7\ 

-~f t~e sani~ ~YP~ ,pf' 'instt;uct:d~n ·i~ :whicl;l :t~ey had· b~e~ ---u~s~c~es.~.t:ui; f~ ·" ·, ~" ! 
~ " v' ' , i ~ ; tt .• ,.,~.~~ · 

• Q , 
0 

ti ~ • (' \ ' . o, , , ; t I , 
1 

'> • 0 0 I I ~ : 

J 

) , 

' f l', 

' . . . 

.. '·. 

,. ' . 

". 

;. 

.. 
' ... 

the past;. • . If a 'tliff~r.e.~t ~pp'roa¢h · to ,rem_e.d;£'al' ~adi~g· h~'d been i'tnp~e- '• • ., .=.•~· 
t 11 .. • I t I D o ' : ~ • ' ' ' ' <t ,.·,·.:.: ••• :,;_ 

• C) • • , ' • • ' I ' ' "-_ ) ' • • • . • •, ' • .'' '' 

mehted;. tlte Jntern felt. tha1:. the benefits . of t~e progqm_wou~d ·'havl'! been .. :,.', 
\··. ... 

.. ".· . :,::~-

. 
< 

· '· 

.. . ·o • ' • ' • ' • • .o • a o 6 • \' ~ ' ' ' : ~· ' •· • t C f : ·~ I ' ·, 0 • ' • ,· ;, ' 

increased .for th~ childr_en: Because i:t satisf;le~~ a~~ .tl~e -. pre'?io:4s~y :. 
tl ' ' Q • f l ' ' I I : : ~ ' : • ~ "' .. t 

men.ti.oned ,needs, . shE!! felt that -~ ;la~gua~e ·.eXP,~rienc~·· .a~p-roa_'?,~ wa~ : an·.~ 
• • • • i,J. ~ . • ' • •. , J • 

; ~ .. 
·answer. 

• I !I. • • t. . . .... . . 
langu~ge exp~ri~ Ce 'approach ClC!-in} .that· it> . 

', ·.'I ~ ' '. ' • :: .' : ' ' • . • .. , " I , C• 

their fear of . ·fail';lre thro~g~ requl.rln~ _them·. 0 read. their ~Wn c~mp6si~ ;' . . ' . . . ~ 

" .. . . 

:romotes.in cl}.·~oldren ~ - · p'ositi.v~ at~o~t~de ... to .. r~~ .. ea~~ng as -.~-~ 'remq~eg 

o J · e o~,. • 7: •, • · · 1 

. ti.ons.. Tltis ens·ures that· the. ch.ildren bririg t the.ir.· re~d:i.ilg. ~~e nec·~_s":"': 

-. 
·'· ' · , ' .. 

' ·· . 

I 
, (' ~~': .~. ~·' · ·~: .L:•. ~ .' 

• . l • • • • • • • ,· • • . • •• • •• ... u.. . . 2 ' • • • • ,, 

f:?~ry b
0

ackground of ~xperfen~e~ · that .. oth~r pre.stipp_~se '.they_ hav~. 

: 8 v . 
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Hal,! (~97~,:21) \a.ys ~that the' language ex;erfence 1pproac:' fs 

effective wit~ q.lder- dijabled readers ·because of the mot.ivatin~ \~ffect . . 
' • • .. a 

~ ""' . , . ' . 

' that i::eadi~g. mat;e'tip.ls · which use. t~e children' 's own -language pattems · 
;"' . - .. ~ ·.. . . 

ha~e.' · Si~c~ remedial students are advance.d in or.lil · langu'age beyond-'the 
.. • ::j 

·'' 
Language of .textbooks on .their instructional levels, the stilted, arti~ . ' 
ficiaL and · - cont~oll-e.d · language o'f the textbook materi.als ,have little 
. . ~ C\5 .• . . , .. ' /f ._ a~peal ~.r ~~tiyation. The lan~uage exp·erirce_ a_ppro~ch offers them 

\__,_. app.e'aling reading m~terials in their ·own la.nguage patterns. . .. 
.. • • • , Ill 

' < • •o , " Under ·the la~guage .expe~i'ence' approach' . rea.ding I becomes indi vi.-
dualized •. . Th~ nature ~f· this .appr9.ach r~uires that read_ing materials 

. 0 . ·' • . 

.. .. , be d~e~ope.cl _ on an individual 9asis, _since. each . child's. ·language .and· 

\ ·~ . 
I· 

. . 
As _ each G,hi~d develops his 'personal 

selects skills to be introduced or. rein- . 

, ·expe:r;i';n72,.:r~ . uniqu·e to him. 

' . . t~adi,llg "~'\;ials, . the teacher 

. for~ed accorp~ng ·to ·the · need . . Phonics, structural analysis
1

, ~ontext'ual 
' ' ' ' ~ ' I 9 , .. . 

analysis • . and . vocab.ulary skills. are introduced . as children need them in . 
I , , • . . ~ 

'· -
., 

writi~g and 
• • .1_ • 

in reading their ' own arid . other ma1!e':dals. 
. ) . . t . f l : 

. ~ , 

inte~n felt that · these. <iid~ntages"f.lowhich : th~ 
. . • . . l . . . . ,' 

language, ·exper-.. ' . ' 
The 

I 

ience approach . appeared .to offer ·would be of ben~fit to the· children in 
t... - . . • ...----. / ' : . - .- ~ -

her remedial situation. Implementation . . ~ 
of the language experiepce ""' . . \ 

approach, there'fo~·~, became t.he majq·r aim of the .'inte~nship. .. . · . . 
\ 

· PURPOSE OF. THE. INTERNSHIP . 
' . ' ' 

The · major purpose of this. i nternship t.ra s: the implementati on of ~a . / ~ . 

l~nguag'e e~perience: approa~h iri the remedial si:tuatio'n' in: an _. attempt. to 

_-primary grades '.". · A r~ated aim was t'? provid~· some· evaluative information 
. \ ~~'"t . ' • · . · • • • 

: . . copccirning the .ef ficacy_ of the languageL. experience apRroach . in the .reme-

·. .. · I . -
~ . 

, . 
· ' 

\ I ·. 
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diation of.· -~ea~ing· ditficu],ties. 
.· 

I ... .. . 

.. ' 
ORGANIZATION OF( THE. RiiPORT . _, . ' , .. 

l · . 

This ahapter ~has inciuded . a ' · discus~ion : of th~ problem under 
·1-, 

\ 
.. • . ' • 

· ' 

. ,. ' . 
... .. .... 

·. ' 

.. . . • . . . ' 
. ' ... 

conside·ration, t~e .need for t~e study. and th~ purpose, of :the internship· •. . ' 

GJlapter 2 reviews the litera.tur.e related to the l _an·gU"age · experience-

_. · ,approach and ·to its. app~ication in· the . r~me~iB;l, situation~ · Chap~er 3 
. . 

·· c~l)"ta:i.ns t _he obje~ti~es _of the inte~rnst:ii? and the methodology used to 

· achi~ve them. Chapter 4 presents an evaluation of:. ·the internship·. The 

t:ina.l chapter s~marize·s., the' study,,-. discusses c~nclusio~s ·dr~l<ni from it; ·. 
. . ,• ·.· 

~nd'_ ·m.akea . sp.ecific · recollllil~~d"a.t:i.oris • . 
·" 
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·. Chapter 2' . 
. ~ . '-' .' 

•• 

REViE-1 .10F THE RELATED LITERATURE 
. .. 

\ . 

. . This .cbapt.~r .reviews thO' literatur.~relat.erl. to the i:a.guagg_ . 

experience approach and to l.ts ;application ia the remedial situation·. . . . . \ ' . . . . 

.SpOcif.ically, ;Lt .re~ews selected wriU"8a ab~ the characteifstica and . 

r~tionale of the approach and studies employing fhe 'language ·experience . .......___ 

al>proach. 
'· 

CHARACTERISTICS AND . RATIONALE OF THE .. 
·LANGUAGE EXPERIENC~ APPROACH 

\ 

,. 

... 

·Johnso~ · (1966 :64-68)" . states five fundamen~al principles of 

· learning· which underlie ,,-orking . . . 

learning begins ··with the known, . . . ~ ' . 

~h re~edial- readers . : Sh'e .· s ·ays that 

proceeds from concrete to abstract~ · · 

. . demands active participation, should be 'goa,l directed, :and ~S .' an indi­

vidual mai:te·r. .. .. 
l'i ..... The language experience approach, Hall ·(1970:20) maintains; : . .. . 

· begins with knmm materi?l which is . easily decoded and understood, pro-
. . 

vides concrete ma~erials a~ the starting point, ac~ively involves ~he 

l~arner, helps· the learner to .. be goal dinect!ed, and approache.s reading 

in an individual l)lanner ,,-ith· concern. for a personal: involvement ·in the 

rea~ing situation~ . 
. - ""' . 

According t,o ,Durkin (1974.:38), a language ex{>eri~nce. approach · to. 
( 

··. 

.·· . rea dinE,: instruction .is based on three a_;s~ption:; about chiidren. le"!'~ning : 

to read. First, they have had, and Will continue .to · have ·, e:x;periences: 

6 
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Second·s/• they · are . able to tell· about them. own ·what · 

read. , 

The language experience 'is a plan for r .eading based up~n the oral · 
" · 

and written expression: and ,·identified needs .. of , ~he childr~~· Each child's 

·need to communicate and express himself becomes the basis of his motiva-
·. . ·. l. . ' ' . . . . . . 

tion to.. read and write. · His · ~otivatipn . is bas~d ·on the self-realiz~tion 

that h~s "thoughts and experiences can be reco~~e~ in writing and thus 

read by him. This' self-realiza.tion has .been ph.rased by All~n 0?64: 

68-70) ·as, "What t . can ' think about, J ; can talk . about • . What I can say, . I 

' ~ 

ca.n write (o~ someone can ·write for me). Wh~t · I can write, I can read. · 

1 can read what others writ~ for . me to read." r . 

It ' has been pointed out by Spache and ~ache (i973:244) that ' th.e 
. ·\ . r ~ . . . . . \ . . 

. assumption behind Allen.' s tfatio.nale. is t-hat reading is a by-product of 

the' 'child Is thi~king . and expression. . Progress in reading is therefore 
. . cr 

' . ' 
',,", directly 'd~pe~d~nt UpOn the Child IS .growth in experienCeS Which' are 

"~~...... . . ' ' 

·. trat,1sl~tecL into oral ~anguageJnd his own written expression. 
·.·. ' . ,. ' ' 

Hall (1972 :328-31) offers what she terms. a linguistic rationale 

for the . language experience approach. She says tha~ the begi.nning 

· reade,F .must.be t .aught to ,;i~w reading as a communication. process, is . a 

use·r · o'f language, should understand the reading .process a:s one of con-. . ·. ' .. 

.sciausly reiating ·~rint to oral language, should incorporate the -leaming 

of writing , with th~ learn:f,ng of reading'· should ,le'a~ to . ):ead with 

· material written in his O\m · lang~age. · patterns;, ""Blld(~}ould lear~ to .r7~d • . 

meanfngful language and ·to read orally \.J:ith smooth, fluent expression. 

The language expe-rience appr~ach · to reading, Hall ·(1970:4) .points 
··~) . . . 

· out, i~tegrate·s the teachin~ Qf rea'ding with .the othe.r languag~. arts as 

' .. 
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·children· _listen,_-speak, write., and ·read· about -their personal ~xpe-~iences 
. . ·. ' .' . . . . . ' . 

. ·and ideas. . A ·child '.s speech determines the language pat te~ns ·of the· · 
. . . . . .• . . . . ' __ ,;J; . 

· rea~ing mated~ls, a~d his e_xperiences deter'mine . the content. · This . . ' ' 

' • I • 

approa~h is bas"ed on 'the concept that. readi_ng has the mos(inea!_ling for a 

pupil when the materials b~~~g used . ar~· expressed ·;r.~ his ~ltgu'age and· 

rooted in his experiences. , Sh.e conti,~ues . to say that as children se~ 
t~e~r spoken· thoughts.' put in'to written form they can understand the 

'. nature . of communication ·.in reading in ad~tion .to ~ecogn~zing words. 

\ ' . ' 

pomm\lni-cation iq stressed as . children speak, see the speech represented 
\ : . . ' ' . 

·oy printed ·symbols,and then read the written . r~pr~sentation of their 

speec_h. :f4'e -association of meaning with the print is built into the 

.reading of' the \rsonally cre~t~d materialS of . the language. experi~n~e . 

approach. 

·Hall (1970:5) give~ the foi~\ving diagram t_o represent ~-he 

sequence of communication· in the lan~;.uage e7~nce approach": . 

Step. 1.-~SPEECH 
The ~hild 
expresses his 
thoughts. 

Step 2--ENCODlNG 
' Th~ child or 
teacher ·writes 
the child's · 
thoughts. 

Step ·)--READING 
~~ child reads 

·the writ ten. 
record. 

•. 

. She- adds that. iri the langua~e experience approach, the ·'{>Urpose 

·of · co!DI!luriic.ation underlies the three st_ages of . producing ;reading 

materials .: as -dep'ic;t!fd in the· abovt diagram. . It'' sho~s the .. child's . 

\ . . 
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. involvement .. as h('! moves f~om talJdng . to<· encoding to the reaa~ng . of his 

.. , . 

' t ' ' ' ' 

thoughts. · As the child s~es his speech· encoded into. printed sympols, . . . 
. ' 

the coriununication . of: the meaning of his speech in wri_tte~ foim bec~mes 

' evident. to him. As he ·.decodes t~e p-y;inted symbol~ and associates them 

With his pre\Tious~Sp?ken thoughtB;-he :!-s communicating ~hrough · readi'n~.' 
' I ' I 

' . .. I . . 
The primary goal of .readl:ng .instruction, according to Hall (1970= 

24:i\ ~-s to .develop c?ildren.' s 

commtication. · She· says. that 

ability t~ use reading as a medium of .. . ' . . ·' ,, . . . ·, 
the ·language experience ·.approach tn.ust,- like 

: any . ~ther ·app .. roach to readi.ng instruction, build childien's 'reading · 
' . . . . ' . 

. . 

vocabu.l-ary, establish eff~ctive me~ns of ·wor'd attack, . develop comprehen-. 
. . 

sion .ability.,. and~ p~omote a · favorable ~tti~ude- toward, and permanent 
. . . 

interest in, reading. '·· 

The goals of the language arts; have been id~ntified by _Applegate . 
. . . 1 . . . · . . . . 

(1962 :_8) as using words responsibly, .thinking cle.arly, listening imagi-

. nativ.ely·, speaking effectively' reading thoughtfully; 'o~riting creatively, 

usiilg m~~h¥·lics powerfully, ·. ;egardtn~ · ~oo_d English respectfully: a~.d . . 

acq':l~inting children with good lit·erature. 
. .. . ' . . r . 

: These goals given by Applegate apply to a ·b'roar interpretation· · . 

. _of the language . expei:le~ce_ aperoach and emphasize th~ ~~gnificance at~·d··· . 

. ,, . 

. . 
i':lte~rel~tedne~s , ·of. all the l _angu3:ge . arts in. this approach to read.ing 

(H~~J.., 1970: 24). A- su~c~ssful language exp_e~ie~ce .rea~ing program', .· 
• j 

teaches bpth reading and language arts skills in s:ituatio s which neces-

.sita.te -m~aningful c'omm~nicadon. 

· ' . . Hall (19?0:6-~ says that although the _character· sties of the ·· 
.. 

lang·u.age expedence · approach are implied .in the · defini:t oil', · three major 
. . ., . ' 

chara.ct:r:i.stics sboulfbe .e~ph,asized. The 'first is : th t: pupi_l-composed 
' ' ' ' I ' 

· .. materials · constitute_· the 'major source .of ' reading mate~: als .in the' language 

.; 

.. .. . --:-------
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eXperience. approach. .Read~ng materials are d'eveloped ·as children talk · . 
. , . 

·about their ideas, and. as their talk is rec'orded. ·The writ·ten ·record is \ ' ·. . ' ' ·. . . . . 

'then· used for r~ading . . As children" advance in reading skill~ other' 
\ . . . / 

materials such as trade books, 'ma,gazines ~ basal ri!~ders' ~ . and commercially .· .. I . . ' . 
· p~bli~hed mat~rials are also utilized, since'children .need to· dev~lop 
. \ 
skHl 

I 

. . 
in reading. and in ·obtaini.ng mean1:ng ftom ·~any types of materials. 

\ 
\ · Second, the interrelationship of all the comm:unication sk:Uls is 

st;~ssed.' Reading i.s not taught apart fro~; but ls d~pende.~t ~pon, the 
o~h~r face~s of· the language arts. ·. Re:ad~ng .is ja. lan~age a~tivit~ ~nd: 
t:he \ability to colilmt.micate th~ough .~angu.age isf- essen.tial· for . success. in 

• ! . . ,., . . 

:::~::::g ::d t::.:::Ua::c::::~·:::y •:::o::::.:i:~:~: ::::::• t:heir 
~nderstand ideas ·encountered in their . reading. . . . {J · 

' . ' 
·The: t:hfrd .characteri~tic is · that .' there are no v~cabul~uy controls 

in the reading materials · other tha~ the· ex~ent of· a ~hild' s speaking . . . 
\ ·} 

.... . 
language. 

· All~n- (196.4 ·= 6~.-68) i 'ncludes in the. basic framework .of a 'ranguage· 

' eJ(perience approach . twenty language experiences which contribute to ' .the 
, . . . . I . . : 

ba~anced development of language skills including ·reading .skills. The 
" . 

three major categori,a~ with their emphases ?S ·cJ,ass~fied by Allen are: 

Gi:oup· L ~xtending ~xperi~nc~s .. ~o include. ~.or~s-':"tli:r:o.ug~.or.al ·
1

, 

~rid writte~ sha~ing ·of persc:mai experiences, discu~s~n~ s~lected . topics~ 
. ·. ·.· . ; .·. :. . . \.../ 

; 

. ' ... 

• l 

'· / . ' '-
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l,iste~ing t~ a~d tel·ling' stories, wd.ting .·indepe~dently, and mak~ng and 
. r· . . . 'I • '. · • • • • (\ 

I ' 

reading ind:i,v:idual bookf;l. 

Group 2. Studying. the ._Engi:i.sh ·langU:age-..:.thrqugh developing an . . . · . . . . . . . • ' 

understanding of .. speaking, writing, and·. reading relation'ships, .· through 

. . . . . . . ~ . ' 

, e~panding vocabuiary, improving personal exp;ression, studying · words, ·and 
' . . . . . . ' . . . . . ' . ' 

. gaining some awareness of the use of high frequency w~rds S:rid sentence 

· ~a.ttE7rns .• ,j 

Group 3. .RelaUng :i.dea:s ~f auth~rs . to pers_on'al· experiences-':'-:-

through · reading whole . stories and \looks, ··lea~ing to ~-se a variety of .. 
. .. . . ' . . . . , ' .' ·· .. · : . ' ' 

.print.ed resourc~s, summai'izing, outlini~g, teading f~r; spec:i.f.ic purpos~s, -
. ·: . ... . ~ . . · .. · .. . . . 

and· determining the... va:lidity and re.liability of s ·tatememts found in 
,. . 

print.· ' 

These languag~ exRer:iences become, the · major framework within 
' . 

. . . . ' . (.' . 
which children learn ·' to . read,. The. experiences are sequ~nced according .. . . 
to the · ability .' ~nd ·mat~r:i.t:y they de~nd ~f the learper. 

. . ¥;-' . 

· The t~nn · "lang~age expedencei• is . one whic;;h· has been :used to 
.. . 

' describe ·an approach to rea~~~g w~ich . ~~n t~~e many forms in its imple-

' · • • • ' • , .-\7 I . 
menJ:ation. Veatch (196q:4:-5) says th?t the _language experience approach 

is a 'methoa devised.to meet .io9ividual differences in reading instruction 

./ . 

' >l' ' 

• 
. '· 

• 

~ 

·~~ 
::~t 
hji 

'.-~~ 
if~ 
~;:\ 
;,1• 

. ~~~ 
'.,,. ._ ... 
i:'t<!.. 

)~ 
• ·I~ 

.. _,, 
. ·-- ~ _ _ : .... , ____ ,__ --- -·-- ----- --· - . ·· - -·- l 

that depen~s .. centrally ~p~n -the- -~~e- of the . child' '& .o~m speech: in- va~·r;;;-;ir.o"'u"s:;---;----,'---..!...'::..• 

uays a·t a·n(age.· l~v~ls, ; ·~Cl.r~ety of 'mate~-ials with lite;~9' · merit, ~he ,_\; 

i~cent;i.ve factor of pup·il--:selected ·materials, · and individuai teacher-

pupii conferences._. '. These are the pasic c~mpo~ents of the language expe~-

· ience . approach~ , H?w .. the ·coinpo,nents are imp_lemented in the classroom 

. depen?s upon the individual te~che~. ·.AUen · (1966:5). claims. ~hat ' the key 

to ... succes& .,.ii_l this app,roa~h is the teacher. The app.roach .is for the 
, I . . -. 

tea_che~ who. ;is searchit:tg for a· means of .,capturing the real 1ANGUAGE and 
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'EXPERIENCES of chiidren and utilizi~g them as the avenues to. r~adi~g. · ' 

. · , 

' '\,;. 
·.~ 

/ 

STUDIES .EMPLOYING THE LANGUAGE 
EXPERIENCE APPROACH 

I, 

\ 

An indication. of the widesp.re~d interest .in lansoage -exper.ie.nce 
. . 

---. ; 

' is i~s · incl\lsion i~ s:i..x· of.,~- large-,s~al~ · ,·,Ff:t;~,t ·Grade ~~-a~ing' St~di~s;, 

(Sta~ffer, 1967) ~ . These st~~:es ,we(.e.-conducted ,in grad~ one classes in 

c~nters throughout the Unit~d States i~ the late 1960's~· The major .group 

· · o~ studies ·· inv'est'igated the l eff¢ctiy~~~ss of a vari~ty ·~f appro~ch~s . to. · 
. - . i . . . . 

re~d~t).g instruction .inclu_ding·· those . employing·· basa;C readers~ · phonetic · 
· r · · . · . ·.. · I. . . 

. emphasis, linguistic materi~~s •• the initial 'tea~h.ing alphabet, , and'the ' 

anguage .~xperience. " The length of_ the · in~tructional . p~dod · for .all th~ . 
' ' 

studies was one hundred and' forty days~ . Pre-instructional and final . . . . 
tests we-.re administercid at · uniform time~ · through.out the studies~ Ari .· 

. ' r : - . . . . . •. . . . .. ', . . I. , - ' , r . . . . 

attempt was made to· have the daily: instructional time held constant, .but . 

difficulties were e~countered ' in certain programs because i.t yas diffi-' ' 

cult. to ·determine when 'reading instr~ction starte~ B:nd s'topped: · 

The · results of the six studies employing s ,ome form of a languag~ .. 
. . -,P { ' ' 

· experience approach as· compared to some· o~her . <?pproach(e.s) ax:e present;.ed 

·. belo~. 

/· 

.. 

i ,, ' 

.~ 

----- --.. ·-··------ \_~ :· 

The ·purp_ose of · the study- d_one by Stauf.fer (1969) . was .to · compare 
' ' . ' t 

a traditional. ~~sal reQder . approach :wit:~ a lan·guage exp_erience ap-proach 

which · ~sed ·a basal reader after a vocabulary·· of ;;;b~ut. one hun~red a~d 

fifty words had been acquired. Tlie language ,experience pupils ex-celled 
' ' ~ ~ - ' . . 

in nine of the· ten areas in 'which sfgrtific~nt .differences were found, 
. . ' ' . ', ' ' ' ' ' . :( 

. ·namely, word m~aning, : paragraph meani~gi rate 'of o.fai .reading, ·the . Gates, 
. "" ,. 

}'~·, and Karlsen word lists, writing mechanics, and spe~iing (for girls 
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.o.nly). 
i. 

Hithout using 'the basal reader as an adju11:c~ -to the la:nguag'e 
. . ' 

experience approach, -Vilscek. et al. .·(1966) had .. results which · wEire ~lmost 
. , - • . · ............ l ' 

as ~osit:f.ve~~-ln favo~ of the_ l~e. expe.:r:tence a~proacli ~s .thos~ of · 

Staufferi.s · study.· They .report that the ianguage. experie~t.e a:pproa~h had 

signifitqntly higher - ~ean: scores·. at ' the .• 01 le.vel of confidence on: word 
' ' ' '. 11 · ' ' ... • ' \ ' ' I • ' . • , ' ; 

. · meaning·, paragraph meaning, vocabulary, word study, and a~titudes;' and 

at the .05level of -~c-~ o~at~s· -~m~ K~rlsen' ·~ordl.lst~ • • 
. - . . 

. H~hn (1966) compa.r!d three approaches to beginning readlng 

. ·inst:ructi'on--.initial teaching alphabet~ basal readers. an~ lJtl'gu~ge . . 

·experience·. . : . He fottn<!, that .the language expe~ience· method resulted in 
' I 

significantly· higher scores a~ the word meaning and vocab~lary ,measure~~ 

Because the children in alll three approaches respqn~ed enthus~astically 

to a reading attitu~e survey' no significant differences '1_ere; reported 

. in reading a,t; titu'des •· 
. , \ .. I . 

-~endrick ~nd Benn.ett (196 7) comp~red the h~guage eJ perience. ·. 
' 

me~hod with .the basal· reader appx;oach. 
... . I . . 

.They separated th¢.:results for . . I . . . 

; ·.• 

•• • I , . ·, 

high and· low. socioeconomic groups, as well .as for boys . and girls'. Signi- ·. 

~ican.t ~e~·~nces . -~F>··~~) favoring th~ language exped.e~ce approach ~ 
. . . . -. .p . . C,- ~ , . 

. were 'fo~nd · in inter.e~t. in_ reading for lower ciass . boy~,. and in writ;i_n -~ 

t:'otal .riu'mbe_r of _words:;·-for both higher and lower socioe cpnomic groups of ' 

boys a~d girls. 
, . A 

-·In ~cCanne' s (1966) study, the economically. disadvantaged pupils 

who ~ere ·spanish-speaking or bilingual did not ·res.pond favorably to · the 
/ ' ' - . . . . .' 

lang1:1age experience approach. He found that. the basal reader approach 

deyeloped ·.the highest a~hi:evelllen t in r eading skills.. In . the conclusion 

· of hii· s .tudy, however , he · points out tha t these r esults · may h av e been -
-~. 

.. 

·' :• 
· ·~· 

. :.'.!;\ 
• 0 f:·.' 
. ~~:. 
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i~fluenced by the relative lack of :experience 'lith the· lan~uage expe_r- , 

J.en~e method on the part of the teach~rs·, and. t;hat ·nothing · in .. the ·~tudy :. 
···,· · 

"' . should be coqstrued as b_eirig unfavorable __ t;o the pr3:1~~ce _ of :using_ .the 

-
language experience· approach. .; 

. Harris and Serw~r (1966) similarly. found that pla&·~ inn~r..:.city 
'. 

pupils did not respond fav~rably''to ,"the language·. experien~e approach. 

'fliey reported. that the 'basal reader. method employed ·held; a · slight 1ead · ' 
' . . ~ . . ·. : . .. . 

· over the other methods at the_ first-grade ~~uring point. ~ 

·,) · · Follow ... up ~e'cond. gr<;tde stu~e·s· _.usi~ :the same students were 
? . . 

·conducted. Again, the results · -of the studies 'done. by Stauffer _(196J) » . 
: • ._ • : ' , I • • • . ' • :" • ~ 0 ' ' ' , * 1J 

1 

' ' ' . ( ' 

Hahn · (1967), .Vilscek et al. "(1966), and ·Kendrick :md . B!!nn~tt (l967) were-

iu favor of the. language: ex}ler~ence a~praa~b • -~~s t , ~f tb~ .£:i.ndilt8s of',·· 
D . . ~ 

. ...( . . / ' 

the "First' Grade Studies" persisted for tne pupils· "in the s 'econd grade. 
·. . . ··. I . . : , , , . . . . 

third 

. _Sev'e~al' ~-tucif~, conti~ue~ thei~. ~et..,ds •CO~~:z:ls~ns _into 

grade. · · StauH~·. ~d Hammond (1969) 'f~und pupils using the 
. . ' 

I 

the 

~xperience in the· third grade tt;> he ~uperio~ an. paragr_aph meaning (g~rls 

· only), sP,~liing/ oral _raadi.ng r~~e· and ~ccuracy~ ·_~d . th~}!~tes ~n~ Fry 
' . ' , ·. 

word list's. They we~e 'ilso ·Superior o~ writing skil~s such as writing 
' • • t~ 
,. ' 

mechanics, number {f · rum:;i~g words, an_d n~ber of different :words used 
' . '• " 

· in t:hair compositions ·. 

After -three _ years, Harris and Harrison ,(1969) c'?_n~~ed to rep9r~. 

'no . signi.£id~t diffei'ences in ·any test· .sc'ares . for the . app~aaches. As 
. . . 

·side . effacts, _hmrever,. they noted tJ.:lat after thei:z: · tri<:-l with. la;tguage 

' experien~e, , ~e~chers tended to continue with the lan~age ' e~erii:mce ~9 

·a~ adjunct to their basal method • . · · 
. . . 

. itr;addit:f:on · to · these first grade through to ,t~ird grade ·studie_~ ; 

there is a research report · from · Cramer _' (1970) . who explored the · effects 
' •' ' 

· .. ·c. 

. ' 

" oJ.'•' • 

... 

'.•' 

--- j: 
'~-

r. 
~ 
l ' 

' ~· ' 

• 



" :• . 

't 
~. 

' ' . 

· .. ,. 

. ; 

i. 
I 

..,. . 

... 

.·· . 

I 
I · 

. \ 

.·. -

·' 

' ·. 
15 

of · tlie langu.age; "e"Xperien~e approach uppn spelling and writi~g. · . He found 

that .the la.nguage" experience pup.ps were s.ign:~ficant"i:Y better spe"ilers 
," • .. 

tliart the basal . reader jmp:f:.ls on li~ts of regular and irregular words. . . . . . 

-A= . 
both of 'Wh:f.ch they · le~r~ed to spell equally well. They were also l:ligni-

' . 
,.n.c.antly ·better in the number of runn~ng words and different words used 

in 'their written- compositi~ns • . 

In summarizing these mie:..to-t:hree ye~r studies, there appear to 

~be· certain advantage~ for the language experien~~J appr~ach. The. results . . . . ·. .· . . . ·. I . . . . 
. ·~ere hot identical in all" of. tl'le experiments·. sine~ implem~ntation of -- .. I . . . . 

the idea varied from study td atudy. Irl te~s of va·rious · r~adi~g, phonic, · 
. ' . . . "·. . 

and spell:(.ng skills, the evidenc~. however, in 
...... ._., 

. . ..... . . 
favor of languag~ exper-

ience ·was strong . i~ the first · .. grade ;nd continued into the ~ec:fri.d ·gr~de • . 

More~ver, the. approach did seem , to make a contribution . to spell:ing and . 

to the lengt~ and b,readth of vocabulary in children's compositions. 

Sp'ache and Sp~che (1973 ~25&...:9) ·say that frpm the s.tudies done 

ther~ seems t~ b:e ei:tOugh support f .or ,the language experience . appro·ach · to 

say that .it must be ~e:cognized as an independent,' effective method . of 
I' ..:. 

. . ..... 
te~chirig reading during the primary· g'rades, that: it is not. just an 

adjunct or preliminary ·.s~~ge to 'other 'meth.od,s, ~lthough it may . be so 

. . . 6 ' ' \ 

us¢d, ·~nd . that it is as effec~ive in sti~ul~ting skill d~v7l~pm~t among 
, ' ,' ' ' , • ' ' r ' • o ' • ', • 

-~delle-class children as the basal approacJ'l ~ They }lso say . that in 

. measures~ of quantity, quality, an~ diversity 'of vocabulary'in writing 

· ' 
and spelli'ng, the langu,age experi~nce _approach·appec;trs to b~ superior. 

LANGU~CE EXPERIENCE ' IN THE 
REMEDI AL SITUATION 

. . , 

La_nguagc exp'erien'ce is an app-to'ach .which carl' be us ed to t e ach . 

:j · . . ' 

, · 

. I 

.. 

"· . r., . 

, . . ' . _, 

·­' ~·· 

,. 

· ; 
·, · 
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· I 



~~ : . . 

. . 

.. "' 
•' . 

" L ' . 

:· . 

. ··:.' •' 

·. 

. , ~ ' , .... ~ ~-~i.:~ .-;_ ~ . }::_~:~·~·. ' .. 
~· 

16 

rea.~ing to ·children individually, in 5·inall groups~ . o~~ in whole .-. classes. : 

. ·. lt ·_ appears to be ideal for use with ·smal~0 groups such - as those f _ound: in 

· .. re~ea'{a], situati'ons. _ 
j 

Literat-ure· on the · l<l?gu_age exp~rience'' approach in the ilemedial : 

situation ·is · scanty.;- however, some authors claim that the appx:oach is· an 

·• rt.1 . 
. effective one for use wit~ remedial. readers • .. 

4 
0 . 

.. 

... : 

I : Hiller (197t :55) says t}lat . this appr6ach is vecy useful with 
. \ . . ' . . . . . . . _. ."' · " 

disabled readers as a means of introduci_ng or carrying o'n a program of 1 -

~ . . 
· remedial readi~g • E~ards . (1965 ': 548)· has found in his · experience_ that 

. · .. 
. it w:oo:-ks with outst_andy-tg effectiveness · in both individ~1i .and group· · .. . 

~ituati6ns~ not only with ~ouog children at· th~ beginning stages of 

reading~. but ~lso wi'th childr-en who ar~ pote~t:ial . dropouts. 

The language experl.ence appr9ach, Kennedy (1~74 :83) believes·; 
.... 

can· be us~d at ~ny achievement level. .. He recommends it as · the most 

effective s:andar~ -~pproach- fo·-r teaching -initial read~ng sk~i~Xo ··_. · 
disadv.antaged students . . Acc~rd'lng to Hatteoni (1973 :55), - it is a -'sound 

~eth,o'C1 for -developing learning : ability in reading for all chi,l"dren, but . ~ 

especially for those who · are not .suited ·to the ··characteristics · of. many . . ~ . . . . . 

of ·the publishe4 programs. ' It has been pointed out by Spache and S_pache .' 
. . . .. . . ' . . ( . : . ' . . 

(1973:.252)· that 'this approach has be_en very ·appealing to those wllo deal •· .. 
. . . . ~ ... . . . . . . 

,,- . - ; !;> 

with child~eri ' who have specia~ pr(lblems, such as,. r ef!!edial ·reade.rs and 
. ' . 

. economically · disadvant~ged •'children • .. Hall ''(197'0 :20)_. adds .. that the-

. .. language experience appi::oach has ·merit f9r remedi<ll readers who have 

exper:f:ence~ ·~~ilure , in learn~ng ' to . r~ad th~o_ugh t rad it:tim al ~pp_roache~ • .. 

·. 
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.. METHODOLOGY 

. . 
. . ., : ) 

·. :: ( C 

. .. 
'· . 
·' ... . .. 

. 'This ' c~aJ)ate;•p'resent·$ the_ ol;lj.ecti~e~ of t;:h~· ·i'llternship, ·and· .... .. . .. : 
• .= •• • • ' 4> • · ' 

repo'r~s ori -the. subj e'ct~·, mat~d~l~., and . ieaching. p~~~~a~res used . in _· the . · . . 

·i~pl~~e~~at~oxi ;~~ . the .. · la~~ua~p~i.~eni~· , ap?roa~h ~:· ~~-~ ~ ~~di.al: : .· . . .• . . "'· 

.... • • . • . If. ·.• ': · .. · ..... ; · . . , • 
.a , 1•' .. , ,, · •, • . ·. 

·. ' t ' . . 
... 

. · OB.,JEC.TIYES ' . . ... · .. 
··_. .. . . -~ 6,· 

' . ' . ·, . .,·' . . ;) . . . 
In .order· tQ_ fulfill the· purp_ose ·.of the· inter!lship, . the intern ·' 
• ' ' ' ' 6'' ' ' • ' ' ' '. .'v . ' ~ • • . ' . ' '· ' ,' • ' ' : ' ' , ~ ,• • ' .'. r , • , ' • , ' ' , ' 

. corisl'de.~ed ~it ne~essary to a'tlii.eve the following .. prd~ed'ural. objec!tivep·: . 

to those ski11s' necess.aJ;)' · t~ decode read~ng ina tedals ade.quately; (2) ·to . 
~ .. 

- ~~. •• 0. .• • . • • • .• . . 

appro{lch · to remedial :reading-;· . 
' • ' ' • I ' • o 

_.· ~~~g~~P ·a~d ~m~le~en.t a · l;;~ng~e· ~~pe~~en~e 
(3) . ~o : improve. voc~bulary and comprehension skills;' ~~d : _ (4) · to .·dev,i _lop 

• 0,· , . 

fav:or~b·le' atti-tudes . toward~ . . and .an :i,nterest in, 
"" , • ~ , ,·' ' .' • ' ' . 

1

• r '~ ' 

1 

• ' r ·~ , , • , ' , • 

•· 
reading'through the 

. ... \ . .... 
· implemen~ation , of the -approach. · 

. · ~ :~ .. . 
.·, 

·lRoCEDURES 

v 

K~n~edy . (l974:80) . ~ays .: .. . ... ' .' ... - ·. 

t .. . 
• • • 0 . .. 

tn.at although . . . 
· ,: 

, . used-: ~or · .langu~ge experience teaching·~ there a ,re some . st~p's t~hich are ·. 
. • I • • 

.. : characteiis tic of the -:preparation for; .:and implementation of, .· an effec-
• • I ' o ' ' , • • o !' • \ o • ' , ' • '• • ' 

'·. 

. /. . .·. . . . 
Thes.,e charact.~ristics. include learning ':about the pupils, 

. • . . ."•1 • . . • 
·tive· ·pr:o.grani. . . ( 

-'s .e·lecting .instr~ctional- . m~terials, devisi~~ teaching proced.~res·, begin-:-.· 
... . ' ,•" • ' . . . . . ' ,• ' ' , "'•. 

·~ 

, .. 17 . .. .... 

·: ·. ·· "' ~, . 

·, 
-;- ' .. ·. 

• .. 

~ I 

.. · .. 

- ., 

- -
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n~ng ~eading ins ti;u~t·~~:m~ and imp'r'oV.ing ~eadi_ng ~kills:. 

.. \ 

. 18 
.. .(!. 

·. ' I '• • 

The character- · 
.· · ? 

. · .. 

-· .. '· . •. is-~ig~ . ~~l~~<m~ - tq th·e. inte~sh_i.i? _qre ~~cu~~~ed i'n terms ... o-f. tlie ·proce-:- · 
•.·· 

r 

, . 

. ,, . .. 

., .. . 

,. 

. ' 
I . 

/' 
. : , 

• i ' ... OJ ' , , • 

-~f .... 

.. dures eml}loyed . by 

.. -··. f .· . ·. 
the, tnte:rn to achieve ·. t:lle. given 'objectives. : 

: 
.· . ; ,. 

Lea:rnin~(~b'out · t:it·e Pupiis 
··. .. 

•i' • . ·, 
· • .,.:..'t\ ' ' 

The _pup:l'i~· se.lected for. the ' internship wer'e eight students-~five-'. 
' . • . • • • • • 0 • • • J 

. . boys: and three .giils-..:.rariging 'in age .from six to alm~st · nine. Four .of . . •, . . . :· . . . ' 

one. .· . ·.·. . . -

According ' to the ~u~uiat'ive rec'ords, these pupils, with .• the 
-· 

exception of 'one. child,. h'~d not been administered tests of ' in~ell_i~¢'nce • 
' . ~ ..... ' . ' ' . ., .. - . . . · ·. 

That particular child had been tested J>l\ the 1-leschler ·Intelligence' Scale .· 
, '• ' I • ' ' • 0., ' ' ' ' ' ' 

· ·. ·fc;;r Children which" indicated an ·in.telligerice quotient · in th·e avei~ge• 

r~nge. No .intelligence quotients · were availab;te for the · remaining 

.s tud~,!1tS.. .: 

. •· 
·tin order· to acqtdre a unifot;m, current assessme'nt - of each 

. .. "'" ·. 
. • ' • (I 

student's .caP,ability ·, Form A of the J~eabody P:i.<f.ture Vocab~1l ary Test: .{ ., 
(Purin; 1965). was administered. in t.l1e· preli'M"ry stages ~of the. intern,- · 

·:·· Ship', The results of ;his te:t ar~ ·'(>~~~ ~n Tabie .1. 

, These resul~s indicate that in tw·o c~se.s · the . men_tal age was ah:o.ut·. 

. . ·· one year · above· the chr~nologica~ age, in f~ur ca,.~s .thJ' .mental age and 
' . 

chro~ological age were approximately· the same," and in two cases the 
• • • ' ' ' Q • • ' • ' ' 

~ental age was · ab~ut on~ · year below the chron.oloMcal age. .. . \ 
· . Based on ·the results of past read~ng tests and th¢i'r. own obser-:-

• 0 • • ' ' 

vations, the te·acher.S. of th~se pupi~s, estimated that they were rea~i-q~ 
' . ... . 

. 'at-.' a level about one gr<i,de bel_ow their grade placement • 

Early in ·the internship perio9.,- the · Gates:...r.racGinit:i.'~ Reading Test 

. . 
·' ' , ' Clo , 
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' (Gates' .and HacGini'tie, l965) \v-as ·admi~ist~red · by the · intern ·.to all 

. . s~bjects ex_~ept the: grade one . child, who ~as at' the:. pre-readi~g stage, . 
... 

tO Obtain an initial .assessment Of each 'student 1 
S . gen~ral reading .leVel •. 

Primary B arid ~riinary c forms o·f this te_st :·were administere'd to · the . 

I .. . ¥upils i~ g_r.ad~s ~~ . and three respect'ively .. _·. Test results for -the vocab~ 
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' · 
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. . 
ul~ry ~?-d. compreqension _sub.tests .are r~po_rted in · Tab'le·s 2· and 3. ' . 

• ~ • I 

The ~es~i~s . COinci.de.d With ' the . teachers I ObS,ervati"onS . and indi- . 

cated t,l~l each_ child, wit~ the exception . of the grade. one child, was . 

r.etarded . in his reading p~rformanc~ by at least. one grade level. 

.. ~ 

School medical records revealed that the subjects '"ere,free .from 

/;ny apparent· physic;al defects which would impede th~ir p·rogre'ss in .. 
learning to read. Vision and hearing ·. assessments we~e . cond~ct~d: by"'t;he 

• 
· ~ehool nurse ·at the request . of the intern. These checks showed that' no 

, I 

. he_aring ?r vlsion ·def~cte \Jere present in any . of the cl\ildren. The grade 

• ~ t . 

o~e ~hi~d had _a speech problem · and was being helped by a speech therapist • . 
. I 

. . 

,. 

.. . 

Attitudes to~v-ard school in geqeral, appeared to be heaJ_thy. · Nost 

of the .subjects par'tiGipated in and enjoyed ·:most school activ.itics. S9me 
~ • t 0 ' . . . - ' ' . 

of them_ we-re reluctant ·to read or to engage in reading actiyities, which 
~ . . 

can probably~ be accou_nted fo~ by ·their ·lack of success in learning to 

• . J 
read. The· grade one child \of a~- hesitapt to speak in · ,lar ge groups or in 

••• h 

t:he presence of thofie ·unfamLj.iar 'to_· her. For the mos t part, · however, 

the subjects 'all seemed to .be physically and psychologically normal, . 

well..:adjusted children·. . . . . 

The i .ntern ·had .been conductin~ remedial reading classes .wft\:1 the 

. pupils .·for a period of ·six mont;hs prior to -the internship. During this 

'" ' p·erio4 she had b~E!U able · to observe each· child's -attitude and behavior 

'pattern, . to get an impression of ~he' l~ngu;:tge development , of each ·, and 

·-. 
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Table .2 

St'uden~ . Reading . ~_chi~ve:ment on· _Two Subt~sts 
·of the Gal:iis-MacGinti'e · Reading Test, . 

• w ·Primary B, Form 1 

....... : 

Vocab~lary . Comprehension . · .. 
··.·. 

Standard ' : ·Percentile . Grade Standar!l· 
Score-

Percen'tile ·. · · Gr~de 
Score · Score .score score .. Score 

.,j. -34 ,- 5 - ~-4 . 27 
j 

1.5 

., c 37· 

35 

10.- 1.3 . 39 14 ' / 1. 4 

.... 

. n ·. ,, . . 

/ 

;: 

7 ' 
i 39 ' 14; 

... ·. 
' · I 

•'. 1 . 

;. 
' ·i 
,•.' , 

·· T~bie .3 

: , ... Studeni: · Reading · Achievement·- on Two S~btests · 
· · · of the . Gates-Z.lacGinti.e Readi.ng)"Tes t, 

· . . . Primary C·,, Form 1 · ·. ..: · 

t . .' 

, · : · Voc~bulary · Comp_r~he~sion. 

1.4 

· · . . ·. ·. 1-1-- ..:.S_t_a_n_d_a_r_d ___ l'_e_r'-c-.e-n_t.:...l_l_e-.--G-'F_a_d_e_· -+-,_-S_t_a_· rt_d_a_t'_d--:-P-:-e-r_c_e_n_t_i_l_e--G-:-r:-a-d~e 
·. S~u_pent ! · Score: Sc:ore · Score 1 Score Score Score . 

·E"". · 
I ; .. ' ~ .. 

40 ~.0 21 16 42: 
0 

2.0 
·I 

F . . · I . . ' • ~ ! . . ' ' 43 •. 24 2.2 14 ,39 1.8 
· I • !, 

G . 37 io 1.6 · 41 18 1.-9 . '. . 35 ... 7. 1. 6 ' ' . . 45 ' 
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. to discover· each one' s· chi.ef interests ·~ In addition, she 'had been able 

. to assess each child's 'ab.ili ty i~ oral -l~riguage_ ," readiJ;Ig, and writing. . . !' 
- In order to :implement a . stro_ng and wel~-rounded read~ng program 

\ . - I ' , - ' . , . , . , . , 

while follow}.~g ·a .language expe,;lence plan of _instruction', t;e· intern. 
. . J . . • • . . 

. fo~lowed ·a · systematic program in word. attack skills. Hall's Word Attack . 

. Check List (1970: 90-94) t.Jas ·followed· to ensure that each child lear~ed·. 

· 'th~ sk~lis necessary for independence in attacking unknown words. A . '• . . . 

. recc,n;d was kept ·for each child to indicate the · skills which he had 

mastered and those · which be needed to learn • 

. . Further in-depth diagno~tic testing was not· necessary· for the 

'implementation of the lang~age experience appro.ach. · The approach was . . . 

~ot dependent up,on previously :f:.'e~rned vocabulary B;nd skills, as· it began 

with .the chiJ,dren where tb~y were-:.at -the beginning' stages of reading or 

.at any reading leveL · 

Selecting Iristructinna1 Naterials 

The- language· experience approach required very feW materials 
.\..:· 

\ 

. whi.~h-. weJ;e not readily available .in - t:~e . school. ·. The materials selected 

. by the intern to be used ' in the implementa~iop. o~ th~ inte'rnship included . 

art'mate'ria~s~ such as crayoris, markers, paint, and brushes; writing 

mat;erials, such as 'notebpoks, scrapb?oks, and handmnde booklets; · film.., 

strips;· films, and pictures which were ·secured through the school ·system -' \ . . . 

and from the Univer,sity. when they ,were required; and .reading materials. · 

Books· \~ere borrowed periodically from th~ scho~l library and . from the . . j . 

Curr':i.cul\un Hate~ials Centre at the U~~versity ' · so . that a varied. tmpply 

was avail.ablc to the children at all times. 
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Devising · Teachirig Procedures 

. K~~~e.dy (~JL ;8-79) says 

,· / . 
[ 

that while,:'' no standard proce'dures · for. 

.using a Linguage. experience ~pproach are s~~.cifically laid dm:m, the · . 

. · f~llowin,! leai:<rlng abilities and expeden<f~ are generally emphasized: 

Oral language . .. Activities that. 'necessitate talking and discus;_ 
' "."'\). ' -

since o-ral language development is sing are emphasized at. all times, 

vi~wed as an essenti:al. factor for pr:ogi:~ss in this ·approach; 

Individ~'al work. · . Each child has a distinct' ·roie . in a ·l<!nguage.. 
. ' 

experience program. Hif:l stories, reactions, and conunents are received 

. and treated with respect;. Assignments . are maae · to individuals who a;-e 

_expected to assume re~ponsibil:i.ty for comple~ing 'them. Individuals· are 
. ' . ' . 

.&:Lven help and guidanc'e as needed. 

. ... .I 

Group work. Though individuality is stressed, it is important 

. " 

. for pupils to . work together if they are .to get all the kinds of- ·language 

. ~xperiences needed. Group activities · ,~hich include ~onvers~ng, _ · discus..:. 

s~ng, oral. reporting, p~aim:i.ng, and .simila'r tasks' are essential. 
I 

.... 
Basic read·lng skills. Basic rea~ing skills,, such as word recog- . 

nition, word analysis, and comprehension are i~troduced ~and taught to 

small .groups . and individuals when. they .are needed~ A .pupil is intro...: 
' ' 

' ' 

·. duced ~0 formal reading of books · only· when ~is word vo~abulary an'd 

.reading interests reach a level wh;!.ch assures ·success. 

General language skills : . As initruction progresses, varied 

types of inst::ructional materials at increasingly difficult· levels ·are 
' I 

' ' 

·utilize,d· to_ give pupils 8: greater vaJ;iety and range of language· exper-
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iences. Extensive. use. a~/ listening, oral language, re~~ling., . a~d c~mpo-: . 
. . . . J . . . . . • . . 

si tion . lead 'to · the developrli~n t · of · more advanced communica tio!l skills--
: ' . . . ,. . . . ·. . ..... : ... 
the llJ.timate· aim of th~ l<l:ng~age .e?Cperience approach.· 

' . 

Lee and Allen (196~: 70-73) present a developmental· pattern .with 

which children ~ho learn· to read ·through the language .e'xperience ·a~proach 

shou1d have contact during the pr~macy: grades. The language 'experiences 

which compr.:f:.se this cievelopment'al pattern :l,.nclu.~e-,. in 'the .follo~ing 

order, .' listening to stories~ s~·aJ;ing, ·discussing; telling s~ries,· 1 . 

.. . . . . . . . '.) .. . . 
· dicbiting,_ developing speaking, .writing, and reading re+at,ionsh.ips, . ' 

( :, •. 9.1 ,h · 

uiak~tig . g.i:'oup an'd individual books, · developing awareness o.f commo'n vocab:-· : .. . ~~~ :, . . ~:, ·· ~:. 
. . . ' ~ ' ' . ' . : 

Ulary 0 expanding VOCabulary 0 Writing inde·pendently J reading Wh'~le '·oook& L ' 
• • • • • _.: • 0 : ... 5; • 

i~roving styl:e and .form, studying .. ·words·, and improving comprehension . . ~·' . 
. . ' . . . .. . ·, · ·. . 

· · . Following this . pattern and the. previously mentioned ~E!arn:f.ng . · 
... 

abilities and e~perierices •· the intern .developed a series . of sequential 

steps for;_ , the · da~-by-day :implementation of the approach. . . 
. > 

· . Implementing the Approach . ·' 

The following are the basic steps the intern used .to implement 

t.he· language experience a_pproach: 

• ' 
St~p 1. · Stimulating Discussions 

,1 .• 

The · first· .task was to ' encourage the: children t() talk about what 
.• ' . , 

they.·knew. These discussions arose. from activities they had engaged · in, 

from events which they had seen or he.ard· nb~ut, . from pians they ·were 

.making, and · from ideas · and acti~fties \hey w:e~e interested in--from ~~hat- · . 

ever s ,ources had meaning for them • . -;tn response to a comment or questiC?n, 

the children were stimulated 'to discuss such matters as· '"hat storics·'th'ey 

.. 

•' .. 

.•. 
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enj'oyed, what .made the~ happy,. or what pe~s . they' .. had. The important · 

issu~ was no~ what t~ey talked about. but that t~ey were . motivat~d to . want 

to t~llk and· that they had aomethl:ng to say. The intern's knowle.dge, of 
. . I . . : -

the students enabled her to spark discussions on ~epics whic~re ' of 

· intere~t to thein. At this• stag·e, her role ~..Ta·s to <3: large extent that . of 
'\ 

a .stimul·ator who encouraged· the free expression pf ide'as • ' ' ' r:· '' ' ' 
Step 2. Creating La'?guage-Exp~r~ence Materials 

. \ 
After the. children had had a,n opportunity to talk about the topic.> 

' · .of immediate c<;>ncern, they'"'and. th~ 'i~tern created a co~position abo~t 

it. . When doing ' this, . the . int'ern led the . children to state the ' topic. 
I . ' 
I 

. ~ey ~hen decided what they wan~ed to say . about it,' ·with th~ int.er.n · 

. helping them to discriminate between relevant and 'irreievant. ·detail~. 

. . ' ··' -· \ 

She acted as a secretary" ~nd reco~ded . t~e -spqken reactions -in '\Jritten . 

'form. : She read th~ co~position ·immediately 'aftel:_ the recordi~g an'd th~n . . . 

asked the . group· to rea~ it in unison • . · Individual volunteers were next · 

.enco'uraged · to reci'd ~he composition, withe the 1 i:nt~rn supplying . the words 
r' 

which · they did. not' remember. Written copies of all compositions were 

kept . ~nd became b·as.ic reading books for the children . 
. ' ' . . •' ' . . . 

.At . the· 'beginning of the int~rnship perio_d·, comp(isiuons -w.ere 

c·reated on a group basis. 

. .. 
The :inte·rn prepared ·a booklet of these fo.r 
L . 

- ~ach child, who ill~strate~ his owu copy. · 
' . 

·As soon as the children becaine accu~tcimed to this proced~re,· 

dictation of ideas f~r · ~ composition was conducted on' an individual . . . ' 

•• l • 

·. basis \v:lth . each . c~ild either dictatin~ _ for the i!ltern ·to print or writing , 

it hi mself ' Yith. the help of the intern • . The intern .read the· ~oD)posit:i,o~, . •, ' ' 

the 'in.tern· and .child to.gether · read it, .and the child ' read it · alone · with : 

' ' 
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help when~ded. He was· then asked to ~dend.fy or to find certain. words ·. 

in the composition. 'If he cou.ld, the words were printed by th'e intern 

on ~ards about 21~ x 3 11 in . size. The- child's at-tention was directed to 

. high-frequency words which he could not recogq.ize , . and word ·ca'rds .Jex'e . ~ . . 

made to facilit~te his le.arning th~m. Word cards were a~so made f'or the 

word~ h~ · seleCted to learn. All 'word cards for each . child were 'collected 

. ' ---- . . 
and kept togeth.~_..box to . ~ecome his "word ban~." . --- ' . ' ' ' .•. 

. .--:1/0rd ban~s, together with the compositions, constituted the major 
. . ' ' .'"\_... \ ' . . . ' . ' ' 

.. materials ·in 'dfLs· language experience approach. An ilt..d:al ~ord '.~ank 

was a .personal vocabulary file kept by each child and used in a variety 

-· -· -of llays f~r promoting vocabulary dev.elopment and langucJ!~e aw.arC:mess. in 
, , ' , ' I 

th~ initial stages of instruction·, the word banks were used primarily: to . . . ' . . . ' 

reinforce .the learning. of a sight vocabulary . . ·As the children progressed 

in reading ability' they ~ere used . for word analysis .exercises', r~ferertce · 
• . •, • •, • v • • ' • • • • 

in writing and speiiing activities, and oral ~anguage ·discuss.ions about · 
.. ' \ . . ' 

w·ords .. 

S~ples of the children Is . compositi~ns . ai:~ contained. in Appendix,. 

A. The· buildi,ng of a \vord ba?k is fu~ther described in Appendix B. 

t : 

· Step 3. Deve.loping l~ord Skiils· 

After the crea~ing and illustrating of ·a composition, fo~lot.;-:-up . · · 

activit'ies wet'e suppl-ied for extra practice a~d direct teachin~ of 
' ~ . .. 

skills • . Opportunities f'o.~ !ereading .and f~r,- repeated exposu;~ to. wo_rgs 

were provide d, especially fn the -i~tfi~l stages of ins truc.tion. 

fo r indepfonden·ce in attacking .words were ~aught The skills .neede d 

· .. in ~irect a nd indi.rect instructi on. Skills which t~e subjects ha d not· 

. maste red, as indicated by the Word Attack· Checklist (Hall, 1970)', were 
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·ne'eded instruction in rhe part;icul~r skilL The · intern used any proce-_." · ·:: 

. . 
dures · known to her in the teaching of . these skills. In the language . · · ·. 

: experi~nc~ approach, however J the distinctive charac te~istic . was that . . . ' ' ' 

in the ex~rcises, games, and .. a_ctivi~ies were selected from 

compositions and · word banks .• . 

Step 4. Practising Reading 
' . 

. .. 
The subjects were given frequen-t opportunities to · read their .. Ot~!l 

J. '~riting~;> to the group and to individuals within the group • . As·· soon as 

they had dev:eloped adequate _.sight :Vocabularies, the~e was. ·gr·adually 

increasing _em~h·a~is placed .o11 ·-reading ~hat o~her P.eople had written. 

7'}1ey were encouraged by the intern to read eat;h o.ther' s stor_ies, as .well · 

as li.~·rary books and .. basal readers on levels· at which tbey ~auld .cope:. ." " 

The · older -childrer_l in the internship were able to read easy ·books · · 

a.t the beginning · ~f the implementation 'of the _language experience 
.. . 

-approach. 'They were · encouraged to .select books ~n Hhich they \.rere _ _-. .' 

interested anu \-lhich th~y .felt they _could . read .• 'About • once a week each · 

child was asked by the intern to r~ad aloud and -disa~s a ·_portion of his 

chosen book. This served to . c~eck . the progress; being made by each in the 

area:s of word· att~ck, v'ocabul~ry, . comprehension, and oral reading mech-
'1 . . . . ··: . 

anlcs. -Records of thes.e individuai conferences .l~ere ~ept by the ·intern • . · : 
~ i ,. 
~ ~ ~ -

Because. the intern was · seeing. each gro_lJ:P of. subjects for only 

three ~~.if~-~ou~ p~riod~ -e~ch ~eee the _.·l.mplemei:tt~t~on~.~ _of :steps 1 thr~ugh · 

4 usually took more than a week . to . complete. . Fo~lowing the completion 

of these four steps, the cycle was r~peated ,again . and again throughout 
. 6 . 

the in~ernship period. 
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·. Chapter. 4 

.. ·--EVALUAT;[ON OF THE · INTERNSHIP . . ~--._. . 

~ . '· 

Thi_s· chapter. contains an eva'luation of the _ internsl}ip based . ~­

~mpirlcal data~ teachers' opinions, and the intern's observations. 

I , 

Cluinges in the subjects I readi_ng achievement, . at_ti~udes. and . productivity' . 

leveis.are pre~ented as evidence of the .effect;i.veness of the ~~ternshi~ : · 

. in ach:i.evi:ng its purpgse • 

READING ACHIEVEMENT 

«""- . 
'\, . ' ' 

.· , .. ,. 
·Alterna.te .forms ''of the Stanford ·Di'agnostic Reading Test, Level· 1, 

were administered as pretest and posttes·~ to assess _gai?ls in .reading 

comprehension ·made by· the subjects durin·g the ·internship-period; The 
' : . . . .. . 

Comp_rehension section of F,orm W of t_his tes:t was giVen to all subjects, . 

· except the grade one 'child, prior to· the commencement o ·f \ instruction. 

Afte-r in~truction ·had tietminated, the Comprehension section o f -Fonn X 

. was admini'stered. 
I . ' 

Grade level scores 1:eceivedoy t he subjects on co~prehEmsio'n for 
' . . . ' . 

. b.oth forms of this . test ~re presented in_ Table 4. · These results indicate ... ~ . . ' . . . 

~ . "' I . • . . 

that all of ' the subjects who were tested made some, gains . ' . ' 
in reading 

\ / 
comprehension dur;l..ng · the internship period. · +he mean 

increased ~om 1..8 ·to 2.5. a difference -·of 0. 7 years . 

grade level was · J . 
Ind~v~~ua~. ga in , : 

. ' 
.. in comprehel:wiori ranged from 0:3 ,to' I'. 0 years. 

. . · . ~ . . . 
Grade score increases in 'vocabulary were meas'ured by the Slosson 
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below 1.4. 2.1 

:\:)elow 1.4 2.,3_. 
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Th·e lowest grade .!eye). :.noiai given for 

· this test was··BELOl.J L4 •. -S-tudents B, . C,~ ·and D .. 
were' as.sigr\ed a grade ,level score 'of 1-~3 .. for 
data: : ·an.a~ys:Ls!. . . . . . · ·: ·. · 
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.'Oral Reading 'l'~st. · Thi~ test was adminlstere_d :prior to i-~~trucdon and 
• 

re-administered af.ter . the 'inte.~ship instruct.ion had .tei:m.inated •. Grade· 

.' '!(~:level Scores, ~ecoived,by the ·subJects for Doth i.dministrati~os of}~i~ 
. ( .,~ tos t ·. ar". pres entod .. In Table · 5 • . The~~ res ;ults Ill.! icatO i:hat a11 Qf, the l . . •" , : . 

· -r subjeCts made gains iq vocabulary during the· pe.riod of the ~nt'ernship. · · 

'' 

- • • ' • ' . 0 • • • 

:. ~e · mean' gr.ade level was·inc-i;"eased from 1.8.~o 2.5, a · differenc~ .. ~f.o. 7 
: . (::' . .· . . .. 

years ·. ··Indiyidual gains. in vocab't~i~:~;y .ranged; f;om ·o.i i~ · L ·2 y~·ar·s: 
' ·, ' ' . . . . . .. .. ~- -:· .-. ... · .. . 

.. ·· ' ; -· . ·. : 

In order to determine.'whether. the,se' gains .in reading :_achievement 

were _signif~cantly greater than those which 'would normally have beim 
. . , . , a· . . , . . . . . ,.:\ 

. anticipate-d duri~g the i~stru_ctional peri.od t>f the internship, the ' t-test ' 

for d.~pedden~ samples (Glass .an.d .Stanley, 1970 :299). was ·applied. :An : . . . . . . . 

a~~l:ication of the' t-test' revealed .. that the differen~es . w~re significan~ 
. . . . . ' . . . . 

:·· · for compre)lensi~n (t = 5.5) at · the .01 level of conf:i.denc'e · and for vocab.,-

.· . 

u~ary. (t·. ;,: 7 ~ 2) at the .001. level of confidence •. 
j 

. STUDENT ATTITUDES 

. " . ' 

·,P;rior 'to the be\;~n~:ling _ of .. the instruction period ., . the . s~bjects . 
0 • • 

. were admi'nistered the Primal:'y Pup~ls' · Attitude Sur"ii§Y· . After the _ternii-. . ' . . • . 

n.ation of the internship~ the· su~vey was re-admi.n.istere·d. According to 

the·-'~anual . ac:!c.qn'ipanying · the survey, a sea re of nine or_ mo ~e ·indicates a 

pos,itive. attitude tmvard ~ea~ing. · Table · 6 p'rese'nts the scores for tJ:te 

pretest and. posttest .administrations of the attitude survey. 
' . 

0 

These scores. indicat~ that - ~11 ,subjects~ with the .exc.ept{on o£ ', . 

one, improved in the.ir .. attitudes toward reading_. 
. 

By the ~nd of ~he'·· 

l . 

i~t~rris~~P;- period, almost. one-half o~ __ the. ·subj 7cts \fere ·· exhibf ting posi:_. 

'tive. attitudes · tow.ard read:i,.ng • . An. application of the t'-test: for. depen-· ... 
A I 0 • ' 0 0 ' 

f , ... . . 

dent ·sampies revealed that · these s ·cores ditfere'd si~nif.ic~ntly at' the 
: . . . 
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• ·The classrqom tea~ners C:eJJ.d ' the i _ntern observe·d that the subjects. 
. .-.) . ·. . . . ' . ' .. ' . . '- ' -. . . . ' ' . 

1
' '• 0' • ' I ' . (: ', 'l , 

1 
1 : • ~ o ' ' ', ' • 0 ' • ' ' ' • ., : ' - ' • ' ' ' : • • ': 

·. appe'are4 . to . be .more ··f.nterest.ed. in ~ead:f:ng .'<!c.tivf'ties . and. rarely .. d~splayed 
: :· ·: · ,' ~· -:...,. .- ' ' ' 

· reluctan.ce :wh~n ~::~~:~_:'~o i'e~d; .· ·There we~e f~wer. neg~~!J'e. _ comment.s .. . 

. regar.a:i.ng r-;:di.~g · ·~ctiviti~s · a:s. :t~e ·int~rnshiP.- ·.p:c~gf~~~ed. ·._ ~~. subj~cts 

• ~~ many ~ore boo_ks from the i:~ed~i\1" ~~;~~roo~ and s~h~ol 1i~rar.i~s • 
-~,~~~i:~~k.- :h~~e ~o·~~s . h.~~e. t.~ · read, or -t~ -~.a~~ , ··7.· to· .·th~, ·_anci. ~ere . · ... · .. 

··eager to read ·them aloud or. te~l about· them· when they returned to. s<;hool. 
. •. •• ' . • o, ":' ' ' . • 

a . 
A.s ' the suiijects became accustomed to ' the l;~uiguagE7 "experie~cc 

'. I " \ • ' • I . 

_Th~y ·:a:ue~ded the remedial ~lasses. willingly a_nd eagerly,'and. often· . 

returned after schoo.l to domp.le,t.e s tori.es ·'or·. to exc.hang_e books. · They 

· · bef~e·:: ;<;cust~nted t~ the new approach quite rea'-dny· and fr~quent_l~ .came 

,. · to the· remedial;: classes with- their. own topics· and · ideas for, ~ompositions. · 
. ' l ' t" • ; ' 

. Readlng b~came an · enjoyable. activity fbr 
' : ' . ' . ~ . . . ' ' : ·. . • . : t ' . : to 

.·ience success :i~ i.t. . ... 

. . 

the~·. wl!eri, _the~ ~.t.a.r, .t·~ : - ~~~,~r~ · 

. . • 
: ... . ... '. . . 

· . . : _. · ~ STUDENT P.:RoDUCTIVIT'[ . · :. ' 

' ~ . . . I. . -~ . 
'I 

'. 
J 

. d.~fit1ite improv~ment i~ the wori/ p.ro.duced . by . .th~ studen~:s· in: ibE! .regular 
. ·. .: .··. . ·.. . '' : ·.· . . · . . .. · ... · ·. : . ' ·\ ( · . . 

·anQ -remedial classes;, · . I:mprov~ents were not~d particularly .in· cr€1atiye 
. . . >\ . ' .' . . ' ,· ·,~ ' . ' . . . . '\ . . . 

·.' ~· . . · , · . . ~riting· ac.ti.v_ities. The subjects used . better s_entence .structv-re and more 
.; . . . .. ; . . \\ .. · . 

• '\. 0 ' • 
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. ·' . · · co~le~ .sentenc~s when writing sto~~~s than they had. ~one before tl).e 
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-.. ·. ··.· ~:n_t·~~sh~p instruction ~: Dui:'i_Iig _the l a tter part 6£ ·t he internship· perio~, · . . 
. .\ ' ' . 

' .. ' ' . 

the gr<l'~e thre~ 
\ 

. ' • : have the\).~t-~rn 
s~bjects b,eg~ri t o writ~ thei~. own storfe,s r afhe r t~an . 

writ~ th~m~ ·~s they · dictat~d. · · This ·indep~~d,~t -~d~ing 
. .. ... . \\·~ 

requi~~d · them to _app~y their _phonic ski1~s in ·sp0elling un~amiliar· words' 
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' , I ~ . \ - ·. 

. SUMMARY OF THE itf!ERNSHIP .. :-. 
. : ·: 

: : j 

-' 

. · ":' 

i>' 

,. . This.·.iriternshfp• d.e'alt .. with .the proble~ :of ' improving' the reading 
' ·. . . . . \ . ' ' . . . . 

... , .. ·,: :.· ·. perforuia!'-ce .·of - ~:i.gh_t . children ~ho were becoming ·tncreasirigly unsu.ccessful 

at iearding 'to re<!-d~ : It·s niajo~ . p.urpose was to lmplement' a language 
'·. 

~XJ:>erienc~ .approach to :remed:lal reading in· an atte.mpt to improv~ ·the· 

·. reading . perfonnance of .. · these chi+.ciren. A· reia~ed· aim of the :Lnt.~rrisi:tiP 
. . .. 

. , : 
. ·~as · to_!· ev?~uate : the · lan~uage .· experience· appi:oa~h a .s · Em .effective· method · 

. \ .. . . . 

. ' : 

· ~{approaching · r~media~ reading -in· the primacy grades. · . . . · . 
. . . . ·, . , . . . , , ' , . . .. · '' ' A . ' , , . ' ·. . : • ,·. 

',•<' 

. . . ' . . . ·.. '. : .... . ·- . . 
The subjects of the internsh~p W'eJ=e five .boys· a~d threE:! &irls 'in . 

. ' • .. . 
' · 

:-. grades . one to .three_ '~ho attended. an ele~ent.ary school in a o mode.~ . ·~own ,, 
Ot:l the outskirt.s of St. John'·s. They: ra_nged -in· chronological· ~ge from 

·s·UC: to almost nine and - ii) mental ,age ·from· _'five to .. nine. · I . • 
.. · 

•' I' • 

(. 

was ~a non-~e·a~er,_ · .~ere at. ,>._ t-> ·~~-··:\ . :_> · ;:~ 
ach:tevemen_t and Were ·relUCtant' · · I · ~ 

· Al·l . -exc~p~.' the grade . one . child~ who 
' • ' I '• • 

; . . \ . 

• 0 4 ' •• 

. • 
o , -• .. .·· ··. 

. - .. 
' •. ... . . _,.. <·, : .. . 

. to ·rea~. ·. c'onseq~ently, thei~ ~~eg~lar . classr~orii · _instru~~iqn in rea~iing · . · -:.; ·· ·.· · . . .. .. ; 

_. ~~·s ·~~~P+~e~.~~~ - ~;> ~emedia;L h~~P . -~~v~n.· ·by. the:: i~t·ern·: · .. · ·. . . ' - ~ _· .. ·. . 

0 . • 

.. ' . . •, . 
.. . 

, , 
. ·' 

·.·. ' · 

" :' : .. 

. ' 

. ~ ... . ·. ,. · .. ..... ·. . . . ·· .. 
·.· ... -:'.\ ._, 

. :.' . I> ' 

• ' . . 

. r--..:_ ~ - " 

~ • • ¥ ' • 

·; 

. .. . .. 

; · . 

' .. ..... ... 
·, . 

.., . 
' . 

, ...... 
. :: ' '. ··.i 

. - .. · \' . ·' 
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·:ihe · intern~hip cover.ed a period of appi:~xi~tely twelve weeks. · 
' ' I '· ! ' 

,· . 

·/"'' 
Duri.ng_ ~-~is tlme t~e· i~t~rn . worked wlth ·th~ · subj.ect~ . in ' car·ry:i._iig : ·au~ :the ; · -~,· . 

procedu~es de~igned to ·~chieve· the objectives o_f _ the · ~nterns~ip. ~nstruc:- · . · .. ·.· ·.· 

t_ion 'took p'lace . three times weekly in_. the remedi'~l ' cl~ssroom du#ng ; ' .. 
'. . : . , .. ' . . . .. . .. 

• t . I ·· 
regular~y scheduled -half-houi· periods. . <, 

Th~ internship ' procedures _'inc~ud~d .leari:lfng · ~bout' the pupils, 
' I .. ' ' 

selecting ~nstruc.ti_ona1 ~aterials' . and. devising ,teaching-pr~cedu'res_~· 

Day~ijy-day ~mplementati~~ of. the .. language experience approach ' in th~ - · 

remedial situati~n involved the four . steps of ~timulating discussion~ .: I 

·creating l~ng~~i:e expOriencO inaterials; dj>Veloping wo,-d ·skills, and · .. /" . 

-practising reading~ · I 
. · · The. effectiveness · of the internship in achieving its purp_ose. has· , . :. 

et .·. ' . . . . . I . 
been indicated by desirable ·cha~ges : in the subjects'' reading . achievement, _/ ·· . . . ' . . . . '' 

attitudes, and productivity levels.; The subjects . made gains. of"O. 7 _ year~ ­

. poth in · vocabulary and in com~rchension~ tfu.e~ .compcire·d. with g·ai~s · · ; 
I 

normally .expected·· dudng the i~terns~;i.p_ period,_ trl'ese gains ~ere stati~t 
tically __ significant . . Student attitudes toward re~ding and reading act:i-

~ . . 
vities showed improvement. The students were more inclin.e~ to work, 

·• j , ·,. , I ' ' ' , ..,_ ' j ' , : .• 

attended the remedial ·sessi9ns eagerly, read more book£, and expressed · . : . 
" o . 

" 
:. fewei:' :negative comments about what was 

. . . . : . 
, . . 

increases in stude.ni: producti,vi_ty ,were 
! • ' "' 

required · of ·them. · · Corresponding· 
. . ' 

.< . 
. ' ; \ . '•'.' 

noticed · in the remedial- and· ·, .' 
- ~ . i :. 

. regular classrooms . . Improvem~n~s were note'd in creativ~ writing; 

spell.ing; and · art work. 

. CONCLUSIONS 
. I 

~e following conclusions' are. · draw £rom t~e re.sults of the .I · 

. '. 

•I ' , · 

.· · internship: I . . 

' ' 0 ·:· 

,' I 
·. 4 ·, 

: •, 
,, . 

y~ 
:'t . ·;;! 

- ~ 

' · · ; 

~~ . .. . 

·' 
f 

' ~ ' 

. . . (~ 
" 

· . . I 



.. 
.!.~' 
~) ' 

~ . 

.• 

., 
: ,,. 

:-,· 

I ' 

•, 

.. •' . ' 

37 .. ' ' . 

l• The"-'outcoines indicate ·th.at ~he internship ·w·as ~uccessful in 

· · .,achievi_ng .its. purpos'e, · cc;;osequent~y~ · ~he- ·int~rn conclud~s ' that · the· 

language experience approach ·is ·an effective al'pr~ach ·to r~e~ial··reading . 

in .. the primacy grades~ . . , ' { _ 

· 2. Although it is diffi~ult . tc) det~~in~ the ·ambunt. ~ change 

in the students' ,teading. achieve~ent .levels which c;~n be direct?-Y attr~­

buted tp the effects of 'the internship, · the intern feels · that the 
· ~ 

' . ' ' ' \ . 
' •', ; ' language experience approach v:-.,as ' the l'major cpntn.buting factor to the 

cli!lnge. 

3. The intern 'feels that the tiine of year in which t;.he study ·· 

was, ' ~onducted could po~sibly'· hav~ affected the . 'results·. particularly 
. I - • .. 

those · of the .p~s.t-(esti.ng which was . d~ne in late May . and early J~ne. 
' ' 

The o~tcomes would possiblY .. have been even more sign~~ica~t h:td the ·study 

been · of ionge~ duration and conducted earlier in ·the .school year. 

• ' 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

'lh.~ intern·. recommends the; .language 'exp'er{ence' . approB;ch as an 

effe~tiye ·app:J:"Oach to remedial reading ·in th.e primary· grades·. The 

·follo'Wing conditions, how~ver, are necessary for effective ' implementation . . ' . . . 

of the program.· 

1. - Remedial · teachers wi:shi~g to implement the . language exper­

ience app:i:o~ach sh~uld. be ·familiar '~i'th ·its chara cteristics and . the under-

. ' ' 

· lying rationale and· principles. 

2. ·. Remedi~l ·teache.rs should have a thorough .knowle.dge and under­

. ' standil)g ·of their 'students 1 preferences; needs' and ab.il~ties before . 

. implementing . tie ·program.· 

3. Teachers need to motivate the s tudents by introduci.ig : to s ' . 

',. 
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.• 
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of real i.t).terest . to . them so that . they ~dapi: _ -easily ;· ana' quickly . t _ci the 

proce.dur~:~ :: empl~yed . i~: -~~e· :approa~h.: . . . . .. . . ·. .-.... · ... 
~ .. . .. 

•. I , • ' '• .' • ' : •' , .. '; 

· ... ··· 4. : . F«?r maxinuim effectiveness of'~ th~ l.Bnguage . experience approach, 
·~ . . . . . ' . . . ' . ' . ' . 

the 'remedial' _periods :_.sho~~-d be .ci!, suffi~i~~~ ie~gth ._ .. to al{.-9.~ eaCh child 

'• , ! . 

to part'ici.pate ill:div.idu~lly in the .scheduie.d act.ivities:.· in· the · group 
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Student A ~as a gra.de one ch:i..ld _who had a: ~peech· p:.;oblem . .. Her·: 
·.. . .. . .. t . . . .. . " . . . '" . . . . . : . . . 

· · · words ,were usually · unintelligible and infrequent. · At the begin,Ding of. 

; : 

· , 

; . . . . . . . . . . . 

the_. internshiP, she never sp~ke VOLl:lnta#ly. -In answer · to the simplest 

.of ~U~Stio~s, she." \-70Uld . ei~h~r ·shake h¢·; head 0·~ m~t.ter ··~··garbled fo~ . 
- • • • '·' ,lj 

·· of "I don't know." It was im . extremely difiicult . ·task to g~t her·to . 
-

spe~k . even ~ : few words in a l-7hole remedial: session •. 

Initially during the ·implementation . of t .he l~nguage. exp~rienc~ · 
' ' . ' . ' ' i . ·, . . . .. . - , ' 

approach, the inte~ had. to do practically all of the talki,ng. ·· The chi-l"d , · 

would ·listen very attentively but would not coinment. After· she be·came · 
. . . . . . . . . . ·. '""" ' . . . . . 

. : a~custoiried to the -procedu,res of .the.-· approach, sh·e· b.ega~ to .resp.ond ~ ; , 
. . " ~ ·. ' . 

. ·littie after much prompting,- ~nd improved g_radualiy to: the point·.where · 

she wo~ld speak freq~ently · and voluntari~y • 
: . 

,. 

· .. ' 

. . -. ·The 'following compositions "illustrate the .progress made by · , . \ . . 

Student A_ i~ language developme~~ and. in l~<:n:ning to read. 'UnfortunatelY. • 

"the ill~strations l-7hich she "dre\-7 ·and coloured· could no.t" be .inciuded he~e . .-
~i 

. , ' . ·' . . . . 
The ,underlined words are the l-10rds which were pritJ.ted on c~~ds to beco~e . 

.. , ' . 
part of. her· word I?ank. · . At the end of the ' internship per~od·, .Student A 

' • ' , .' ' T ' •" • • ' 

'could identify thes~ and ·.~tlie"r: words in context or in isolation.-· . 

' ' 
February 2 

. . · 
After lookit:tg at pictur.es of pets,·. h~aring ' the . intern tcilk ·about 

them, ·and li~tening . to. a sto;ry about a pet:; _student· ·A was encour~ged. to . 

make ~ comment. 
I . \ • . 

Ther~ l-7as· no voluntary response_~ · · In : answer· to · the · 
0 . ' . . ~ .. 

quest;ion, "Wha~ w~uld _ you ·lik~ for ·a pet?"_ ·she a11sw~red, "a dog.'! ·The - ' 

intern ·printed. the. following sentence for' · the child -· to see. She sp~ke ' 
·.1 ... . ' . ·. '· . . . ' . . .. 

the wo:rds ·aloud as she pJ?i"ri.ted them and read aloud the. complete.d sentence·. 
.; ... . .. 

. . 
• ' 

- ,. .. 
' 

... 

... ( · . 

.. . ': . _! ',: . ' .. ;,:'::·' :": ':,:;· ' ·,~:.:·:;·. ,, .;_ ... ;:y:~~::~i: ;:';//. ) ;·.> · ·~ -~:~~~:~.:.:i~~ti~~i&l~i~1.~bi:,:-:;: .. >.·.'" .. : ._..;.,: ~ ~ ._: .. •:). :. ~- . :.:~~ .-~~- .·: 

.,. 

.~ . ' 

. ' , ' 

I ' • ' ~ 

' ~ . 

t1 . ... , 
... ,, 
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.::, ·~ ·. . : .'· . .. 

' ' . . 
. . . 

~·· . 
0 1 ,, 

.. '·. ' ~-
; ... 

J . 

. .. -.. • . .. 
. , . · . . ·· .. . ~ ' ' 

tti'e ~hfld. ~as ·th~n· asked ' to . follow th~ wo.rci~ a~d : .r·e d . t'hem aloud 'with' 

< ·t·~~- -·in~e~n, -~hi.~h . _'she ~ii . .- . Th~~ ;i~f-e.rxi ~~P~~ted t}te. entence. ~n·~ ·~he. '· 

: • . ' . 

. ' - t; ·• •.• : . . • ' . • . . : 

· ~hild :.- refi.~a~ed i_t entiz:e~y· b~ .IJ.ei'r~e~f •. ··• 
.· .... ; . .. • ' 

r . . . . .. , . .. 
,< , ' ' . - ~ 

. . o 

·-
. ·, · . . 

• 
:' ·~ 

. ' March 2 

' . '. 
•' 

.. 
' , ',I'' 

•:,. 

. ' ··. -·' . ~~ ~ollowi~g . campos~tiori·. w'a:s developed . ~ 

·.· -~ ~isio~ . ~uid~. -f~f:)m a' ~~ew~~ap·~~-· wh:i.'ch . ~~e ,interp 'ha .. br_a 
' . - - . . . 

. .. ' . ~ 

dial' _class. _: · Wh~le · sl7:e . ~en.tia_ned-, with the·. aid _of 

. _.:>. · :··. ti~-tnng~ . her. __ f~~o,~it~ T~ -~ro~r~s_-•: ~he· ini;e~~ -~r~ 
. the· booklet· for her to see. Her immature· sentenc 

' . ' · <3 ·.· · . ' 

. .- improve·wi.th ·'practice and' encquragement. . - . 
. . . . . . . . . ·- ' ' . 

. :. ~ 

.. · . 
. ' · I • . . 

.. . .. , . 
. . \' 

: , •' 

, .. -. 
•'' . , . •,;' 

. ·' . . ·. 
' I . 

.. 
·M~ .-w-atches . Steve. 

'· 

. - Casey :and :Finnigan~ - I _watches . the Hiilbill . . · - .- · ' · 

ght., to. the -r·e.me-·• .: _' .... 
- . . . . ' ·.: 

~ng -and ciu~s:- .· ...... 
·v , · 

-' ' 

~ .s~ntences • iii:. '_ 
- , .. • . 

ns '. appea:i;ed : tci : :· : . 
t . , . 

, • t, . t - j.·· ·· 

. ·:. 

J • •• ; · • -. , ~ • • : 

' ' , .-. . . . ·~ . 
. . : ... . I · ·. · 

. .. 
• , 1,' . • 

l 
:· \ ·_:: ... 

:~ . Big :Bird, . -. watches $es~e: StreeL · l· see Cookie .Mons·t~ 
, ·.· .'u . : · . ' .. · . . . : · ··· .. --. . .. · · .. · , . I . • " • .~ • I~ • 

·Ernie; .and ·Bert~ -I watches _Jamie. . . . . ,. . • ', i . • .. 
' ·. · 

' ! , . 

_; . 

•· .< 

:" 0 • 

· .. ·. Ap_r:q· 6 . ·. · ... . ~ . 

_o_ . 

' '. 

· I 

} 
·.:r The_ <following compo~iFfo~ .,r_e_s~ited·,frlil~ .a · cotm ent volunt-arily 

.: · : · mentio~ed by . the c~.i~ci ~~en .·~h~ :~~~ · _~6 :the -- ~em~4iai ci~:~~ .... She had' · , . . . ' : '; ·_ ,; _. ;, . . . . _. .". ' _.- ... : . . ' : . . _· . . ' . . .. ' : ~ .. : · .. 
' ' :.·-:-- .·., rece:ived a bicycle for ·her birthday and was ' eager tO 't 11 aboat it.· 'The • • I . 

4 • • • • • ' ,•.. \ • 

.•. ·, intein gave the child ~er booklet and aske4 her 
• ~ ' o I 

. . . · IJi~ycie. · ~em 
. . ' . : ' . l 

·. ··. -. ·.". print _ b-elow l:i.t~ 
fl~ -- .· 

.. · 
she._. had finished her picture, ... she .t_old 

. . ~. . . 
These senteri~;es . tesu~ted· :· 

.. ~ 

/·- l1y Bi:ke 

. :~ 

.. - . 
.- . 

.. ' · ' 

- .. : 
a · pictu~e of. ' th~ ·_ y· .·, 

' • • ' ' • • • Q 

'rt . • 
. '. , 

• : t,; , 

~ . ' .. . 

I. 
~-

. .. !' 

,:r, ~~n :ride ·my _ bike'_ • . -.: ~._:got;· it.· .. y~st·er_d?-Y · ·'·'It is• · .. .. ,•. 
. . : ·' . . ·~· 

. ' ' 

: . .. ~ 

'·' 
green. · I can· l~t D.onna rfde . ·it·. .. . · .. .. . : 

. I • 
, . . 

I . . • , . . ·. 
· . . 

. . . ~ 

'' .. ' ···: 

·. 
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. ' •' ' - ~ · .... · .. 
' .... . ',' .. . ..... ,, . ' · •, . . ·.· .· .. 

·:.· • .. • ~. .C) 

. · :iJ: . 

.... . ·; .. 
',• · .. ' I ' • .. ·: .. ·.· .. ' ' ·. 

• • • • , ' ... • •• . . ;o..~ 

·· .<_ April .- ·27 .,. - · :· ·.- .. .. .. · • . ,. . · .· .. ·· . ....... . .: 
~: .. .. _.;':;: • · _;-. •• : • ' •• • • • ' '·. <,& ~ • • • • • •• · :_, ~ ••• \ • ... '· -. ·.-_.. . • .... . _:· 

·'niis_ compositton .wa!;l developed after the Easter holidays ~-. · · It· .::. ~ 

' . 

. .. . ,. 
1_ •• , 

..... 
'. 

.· 
:·,: ,• ' I' ' ' I' , , • 1),, • ' • • ' ' ,' ' ' I . : 

. was s:timulated by~ qu~s~i~~s . su~h as I .-"Wh.a,t did . yoti ·4<? .. :'a:u.ring the .-Easter 

_1\_olici~y~;:.·~ . · -:.~~~ ·dici . ~~~·:: E·~-~~:~ :·b~~ni .. ~fi_rig --.y~~?" ·_.By_·. t~~s '. ;~;£~d ··· of . :. _·, 
. . . . . ~ .. ·:·· .. . -. : .' . . _;.· . . '. · ~ · -· : . . , . ' . . • '• ·., .. ) . -. ..... ~ - -: · . ' .. 'l : ·. ·~ . . ' :-.. . . ' 

the . int.emship , . l,it~qe~ t.· .A was. no longer. fearfu.l of · tAlking and . ~as .· 
,' . • • .• •• • ,• • ' j • 

.. .. . •. 

• ' • -~· l • . • ' • . 

respqftding· normally. · . . . . . . 
- ·. 

' ,'•. ·. ~ · .... :. ' ··. ·.· ' · .. ' 

· ,, . , - · ~ .. ·.: .,, . · E~s-ter: Ho-l.idays: ~- . :- . . , .. .. 
/ ' : : -.:· ... . . . ' . . . . . . . . .. . ' ; ' ' : , _: ." . .. . ·. . }': . 

.. ·. . . .. ~ ' . · . . ·· .· :_· ·. · I · played ,-~he~kers . ~ith D~:tina~' · I weri~ out .to , .': ·. 

. ;: . :· .. · .·· ·. ·Nanny's ·• :·-i pia;ed . out· do.or~·~· · .i ~~id·~· :·~n my bikEL . Th:~: · · : ·. '' 
' • J ' ~ -·~· ' • •' , ',, • • • • ',, • •• • ·~ I :·. :•: • ·.- .-.-. : , .' ' ' • ' • ·, • , · .. : ' '.. .,' .· ,-: ··· 

~ · .Easter btinny brought me candies.·and a . chocolate bunny~ · 

. .. 
·.· .· .·: .. 

~·. . '. 
~ :· · .. 

/' :_. 

. _.·· · . 
. .' ,. 

' . ' 
" ' .. ~,. I , 

.,· 

- ~'?_· . · ' .. 

'· 
. ·.' 

. ·.:·· ·'· .. 
'.:'.: · S~pies· .o"f . Student ··c;•'s Composi.t.i~ns ·· 

• • • · • , ·. ' ~r • , .. • ~ ·. ·, ·,. • • ' .. , - :i' ' 
. ·.·•.= . .• 

,., ... ·. 
. 1 \ ·' .· . 

.... : .;- ' . ~..... ,· 

'·-

4 .' ·. 
~ ' •: f • • 

. . :' ~ . : . . '' .. . 
\ ' . ' ': 

· ... ... · .. :;. :._..·. · . ·. . .. . ~ :. ·.-· · 'sttid~nt .G va~ ·~ ~~-~d~ 1 thi~e ~~p;l. . · i~ · re~d~~&;~~ .~a.S ·a~~~~ ~ne . 
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·Building a Word Bank · 

The .. si11lples t ·way o-f s 'tarti.~g ind.ividu-al . wor~ banks wi tb._ ,a ·group 

'is i:n . comiet:ttion with . either a ·group ~xped.ence composition or .a pers.on,al ' 
' ' . ' . . . . . . . . . 

·· exp~rie~~e co~position. This . procedure wili- be . il~u·st.rated . ·~ith a · 

selected i'ndividual composition. 

STUDENT B 
·. GRADE 2 . 

•t 

··,. 

Ail Abol.lt.· ~ .· .. . 

! ~ .on my {ik:i. -_dc?'O) e~ery . d~y af te~ : s~hoo~'. 
. :. Th~~ :~hen it g~ts '·9~rk I ·puts my ski'-doo. away !tt se~en 

~i\:;lo~k •. . The.n ·r wat:che~· some stories • . And I watch . 

. (!ionic U~~~~ ' r~am s.even .years old~ I get .ready for . _: 

bed evecy · night · at ~ight-t:hirty. Then I ~et .,t.tP. at~­
. o'cl6ck in: .. t:hec§;mfng\ · Then I .go to school tbe .next 
. • ' ~ 

day . 

.... . . 

.·• 

. . .. . After r:e-reading the composition, the child' was asked to. under-
... 

iine with his pencil. all the. words tfe kne~ •.. The' underlined. words · a~e . . . . - . . . . 
,·· 
. the ones he, chose. The intern . then .sale'c;:'tf:!d ·some of these. word~ . a~d :_ . 

pririt~d t~em on the chalkboard to see _:lf ·he could ~identify · them in 

· isolation. The woras he ·knew were pri~ted on 2~' . x . 3" cards made of . 

co~structio~ , paper. . Student B was · then asked to underline ~my words 

' ~hich · he.· ·w9uld like to . le~rn. He chose the words which are c.~rcled , i~ : 

the composition. These words were printed on .word cards. 

All of the word ~ards for Stu-dent B were · of the' same colour ·and • 

were kept ~ogether in a . small box. 

the ·child 

As tile number 'of ·Wo-~d : ca~ds increased, 
. . _./ · .· c .. 

~as encouraged to keel> · them ·in .alphabetical order; . usually 

alphabet~zed using 6nly the ,first .. letter: 
. . ·. . .. 

The :word cards ;~ere used for· word . ~ecogniti~n activities. ; The 

' · ·. •. . 

. • . ' ... .· ' : . ' 

. . ·.- . 
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·.··_. ch'iid ~as ··gtyen Jrequent opportunities t'c>.'participat~ in such aetivities I · 

· Some ~s3m~le / . 

I. ' . - . 

·tb .facilitat'e . 'his . learni~g and retaining of tnese words. 
.. . . . . . . · ~·- .... ·• 

ac~iv±~ies .i~clud~d: ... 

(1) . Selecting words ·and asking · him to i 'dentify · them • 

(2) ·A!'> king him to iocate' and icleQtify .ce:Ctain· words. 'in ·his word · 

·· .. 

.. . . ·.: . 

~ . . .' 

:. · ba.nk, . \ . ~ -.. 

/
, . 

· , . '. ! · , 

. . . 

' ·· . . 

.. ~. 

·~· 
!• 

.. 
. · ' 

. . · .. ... . 

' . 

/ 

(3) ... ··Selecting random word~s . and asking . him· .tQ·. re..;.:arrange 'theni to 

. ' 
make' a . seni:erice· •. . 

, , , (4) Allowing bjm to find word• jn old m~gaztri~S :m>dn~~ttp/rs : 

. so 'that he could '·cut th~. ~ut·. a~d . ma_t~h the~·. with . wo,rd< in'h~~- -~ord./:.; 

. bank ... : 
. . . .. / i 

I 
(5) · Having .. him select ·words : fr<?in his ·word bimk .and re-~r.fange .. 

. . . them 'to: compose his 0~ s.entences ~ 

· The~e act'iviti.es were usually conducted by ~he · intern on .an . 

individu~l bas"is with i:lie child. · Sometimes, for variety, the child was . · 
. , . 

. p~ir~d . with ana theJ; child' in ' the· group so that 'they could wor~ at . an · . 
. . . .... 

activ;ty together. 
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