











._indistinct prInt
‘mwww ; s

. Ottawa, Canada

INFOkMATION T0 OsERs

THIS DISSERTATION HAS BEEN

:MICROFILMED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED '

K]

This~ copy was. produced from a m1cro- i
. fiche' copy of the or1g1na1 ‘document.

The quality.of the copy is heavily.

. .dependent -upon the quality of the
. woriginal thes1s submitted for
_.microfilming.,
- been made to'ensure the highest.
' qua11ty of reproduct1on poss1b1e ‘

“'Every, effort has -

PLEASE NOTE Some pages may have
Filmed as

"‘»Canad1an Theses D1v1s1on '

Cataloguing: Branch S
National -Library-of Canada -
KA ON4

1

- original.

" désirer.

i ‘D1v1§?3n des thESes canad1ennes

*'AVIS’ AUX-USAGERS

LA THESE A.ETE. MICROFILMEE- "~~~ ..

g TELLE QUE;NOUS LtAyous atcpe_,:

Cette c0p1e a été fa1te a part1r .
" -d'une microfiche du document -
: La-quatité de la copie. .
. dépend grandennnt de Ta qualits -
: de la -thdse .soumise pour le..

<

microfimage.” Nous'avons tout’.

~fait pour assurer une-qualité
_supér1eure de reproduct1on

[S

sate

NOTA BENE La qua41té d* 1mpress1on
. de certaines pages peut.laisser &
. M1crof1Tmée telle que Ay
_ -hous’ 1 avens regue _ Dotel :

Direction du catalogage

-~ .Bib1iothaque nationa]e du'Canada
“-Ottawa, Canada

K]A 0N4

¥




L .“ -]“T‘\ ~"~ . . ' .7-' . ~‘ T ’\.. ' ' . r _‘ -,;.'_---ﬂ:q_.ﬁj‘.:p ' ' '-::‘.4 ‘..‘..
et o ) “THE ENIGMA OF WILLIAM COWPER- e

B

L ]

e L
T
S

o A STUDY om THE POET'S SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
| AS REFLECTED IN HIS FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS,

o | HIS FRIENDSHIPS, o .' e .
' " - ;:'}" HIS INVOLVEMENT IN. EVANGELICAL.CHRISTIANITY,,' o

L AND HIS POETRY LR S

. N PR . AN . A . .
v . . . ’ . . v . M
| . . ~ . . 4 Vs [ ! .
. . B L. RN . ‘. . > Lo .
& . ‘ e S i o s
’ s : . o . : LT L . : e
Lo . . . M B : . i PRI
. B N . .
. . N ¢ . . . 4 . L [ . N
B

' s (A :-'. l
. § .. 24 SRR
. - - B f 3 S
o l - * : \ ‘& ' : LS l.. » =
. /"
+ ; ¢ Y “ "/'./ . -
| -}A Thes:.s ‘submittéd in partlal fulflllment_: o L
o0 e of the! requlrements for the, degree of el
Master of Arts LT
R Department 'of * English. Language ‘and therature _' S
S el Memor1a1 Um.verslty of Newfqundland R
VLI March 1975
S c o e iy ‘ o R
¥ sty Johm's . oo . ool Newfoundland: T
R R o ST T SRR
—“ "‘l‘ '\". B 3 ) ‘q:-- | :-.I ‘ i
f o vl - Lo e
' ] . 4

b @ £ TFene V. MacPherson .

oy o e ERARN o
L T AT Or Lo U S SV IPSE. S ) e g



B ‘ N..I’v“ - ‘., i'\,-‘--" ‘ v R ‘l. :‘-, N : n‘.-"lt
LT '.'AQK_NOWLEDGEMEN_TS U :\ T

I wxsh to express myv Xvery deep and s:mcerec{‘: - _—
. | gratltuée' ft;‘ﬂen;erlal Unlversrty of Newfoundland for o e
NIRRT : ng ‘e the prunlege of graduate study, for furtherlng‘ o -
: tha t study by grantlng me’ a unlver51ty fellowshlp for two " / N r
-‘ years, aud‘ or addltional' flnaneial asslstance in the “ _' 4
acquxrlng of mlc"'efil; coples of rare‘ menuscrlpts. I w1sh - ?
to thank Prlncetonaun versmty for mak1nq avallable'to me - 4
i : coples of documents in th. “Hanna}’r;c‘_‘c:l‘leotlon. I a}m . , ‘;. ‘
§ mdebted to. ﬂtil'x‘e“s‘taff of IMemo ": al Univer51ty L1brary,_rto' L | 4
LN\ ‘ ' MJ.SS Mldg;e KJ.ng Interllbx}ary Loa s’leraJ':-lan, fo.r endless | ;
| :" N ret Rose.for the . b z
J_ = typing of the thes:.s. - ‘1-‘ ' l
: R I"au\ thankful ~for the encourageme t of Dr D G: U _
- - PJ.tt Dr A A MacDonald, ’and Dr..E .R. Sear:ﬂ of ‘\Memor:l.al;: " ’ p ik
‘ I Umversxty -8 EngLish Departmant.,_ My greateet\iud\ebtedne:es o .
5 ' . 1s to Dr Patrlck A, O'Flahert’y f6r h:Ls J.nltial encourage— 3 SR
I‘ y.-\-‘:";[ment in. graduate study, hls suggestlon of the’ study of the “ :J«-
- splrﬂltuai'llfe of Wllllam Cowper, 'a;d hls‘supervmlon and [t :‘ ':
‘ N cr1t1c1sm frem the beglnnlng of the thESLS uohlts o \ :1\
| ' compleyt_icn.;, L f ; .( ?:%
. 'W wltheut 'the 1ove of my famlly graduate study would \ \;
R '. x‘ 3 _ T

:f’
e
ERNE

e I

‘
e s fn muge et
.. A" wsnin T v T4
et P
e Tt i ¥

4
\_“l
|
1.
a
y







. e
‘ N . - " h
Vv ,* . ’ . —
M . L]
o, * : —
e * - . .
LV e —
Y ‘8 . o [
Dl ‘\.
’ \\\ . ' ! <
* RAS. .
t . NS .
' ., ; . >
R . L . 'R . . - , » L o .
- . e s [ . v .4 . . . -
. . - . - N . R : . .o CERT
N ST . . .ot - . ! . .
. T . . [ 2 . e B R
¢ ' : » AR : . N .
)

/ Sl e TABLE OF CONTENTS - S
".,-."a ". - " K .., . N ' ’ . ‘ ". l. - ' : . ' , ' \. - ‘\

,.Acknowledgements .' C P
- Blograph1Cal Table RS -

-Chapter

t
U TP
. “ey
.
-
.
L ]
|
-
.
'_A
[
}
4
4

SRURIR A INTRODUCTION ;‘,‘f
. ,111."" RS POSSIBLE SOLUTION' " 4 ki v v aeat 5
:‘ ) - ' N l L - h. .-. N ..‘ ~._‘
1. Phys:.cal Malformatlo'n AE e e B
TN 2: Subsequent Mutllatlon :
v I COWPER'S FAMILY - ".' ELT e 7 LT Y
o ! o I-1j.‘ Mother and Father" Clae Tele e e s 340
Ha S \ L2 John Cowper ;‘;~ bl e e w38

a
L]
-
.
.
-
.,
-
L]

3, La { Hesketh - R R L (

‘_4. thn Johnson A '._‘ S - R _. N

RCTCEIR A 2 COWPE-R'S %‘RIENDSHIPS R U A )
3 T o VL Westmlhster and 'fempie' - S SR A
o . e - L Frlendshlps R 46 e T

24 Dr N Cotton and Rev. M.-_'Madah'_:.. 47 -

{H
e S T e 3. Rev. John Newton T 1| R V,%
Z

~ A Rev. W1111am'Unw1n O AT -1 A
5\ Samuel Teedon -._,;\," R AR 1 R g

W:L-lllgm Hayley AEE P A




§
~
R

i

5

It

i,

.

e

a
— ,
: FR
FI . ! !
v
.2
- ¢
. -
» '¢..
IS .
- - :
3 ¥
’ -
B 1
. .
[
. . ' .
! - * A
? h .
. .
l - o4

Chapter ., ’ '-‘;. -

V_. N COWPER S RELA‘I'ION'SHIPS WITH WOMEN

.
R N

L l Theadora CowPer PRI

e -3. Lady Austen . ‘. e

B S l Grudge Agan’tst God E .
2. Concept of Jehovah and '
Emmanuel: Evang,elilc;al»

“w

U Gonversmn K
?

T S A111enatJ.on from Newton

5 Splrltual Death v

".ViI\,, .

2 H:Ls Anx1et1es and Asylume .

7 o o .
. B
o S ,
. (. 1
e I
S o -
L, - i
. A o s
. ! .
. . ’I‘ , n“ .
A
b 1 -
N . . .; . - —
o KO W
AT : L
:' TN { ."w -
co T e &) v .
. L ") . 1 'i‘\ - i
; : Q

-$
3

i[ ! ' A 2 Mary UnWln N . . _.’-..' cf . _-. . '

R R COWPER AND EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANITY T

S 3 'I‘he ”Sacrlflce of Abraham"

Vo .‘ 4 Rejectn.on of God and Related:.: =

Lo
R
. ’.m. "
———y pipand ‘e

1. HJ.S Assu;;ances
S d10
3 ‘His An@fnlsh L T '..“,‘ 117
\ CONCLUSION L e
AR BTN VI

TS

NG
et ~ . -
'J,b-\_j; B -

. C.Uh100. )

COWPE‘.R'S POETRY i e ot L0s

. ;1.;' 132

b

]
3
. e
'
I.. .1".
N
i
'

:
.
- fy
.
1
.
.
.
§
‘
L
,

-,
- L |
w
IR
‘o .
"'. 1
R
: v
Tt
t(‘,
- 4
P #
- .

1

.
e e
g ' P o
et s i Y

Jek)

25
ekl

k&l «é.
., ) vy,



il

»
+
~ e
— o
/.
.
@
A

. oo - g _ . SRR b
. N ' ST : - S ‘ \'.‘ ..
o . . . .. L . ¢ I a0 N e
. R TV L n . s o
Rt LI - .'.’ o . .
Coe N . , - vl
BN i i ey .
: : L [N ! ! vl . foe
! : P ., o - AN
- W o L . e R . .
. RN ,-‘“'-‘ PR I
. [P . " (B o
. ’,- ~ ‘ . 4 [ ¥
e . - ' v . '"'; "
o . - b " . '
' . T D L e Lt oo B ‘. o '
Lo .o ' L P L Lt P
. o .;BIOGRAPHLCAL“IABLE . e LT T
' K " gt . - P -

:1731 Novamber 15

: (old Style)
November " 26"
(New Style)

qf'1737 November: 13 °
-~ (2)7 1738 to (2)°

1740

L eriTaote (o)

1742

71742 April
.- 1748 April 29
"':.1749 May ..

1750 to.2). 1753

.'s;

\E(?) 1753 of 1754
;. '.1753 NOVember e

T 1754 -June "

-+ 1756  July 9
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1763 -
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‘William" Cowper born at Berkhamsted
rectory, Hertfordshire: ‘the son -of. the

- Rev, John Cowper, and.of Anné; . -. . .~ [ . .

daughter of “Roger Donpe of Lodham “.f LT
- Hall, Norfolk. - - RN St e
"Death of his mother. . .- BRI
. At .Dr Pittman's- boardlng school at L @,
" Markyate’ Street, Hexrts. '~ SRREIEE RN
A boarder in the house of Mrs Dlsney, "
“-'an eminent,oculist™, in’ London. SRR Vial T
" Entered Westminster: School S {, e \. R
» Admitted to the’Middle’ Temple. A
* Left Westmmster School, to spend

.'nine months at Berkhamsted. . PO
;Articled to a London" 501101t0r,~ o -
Chapman, 'in .whose._ house Edward Thurlow s
“was, a-fellow pupil.. Both -spend much C T
.~timé .in the company.-of Theadora and " RN
“-Harriot.-(later’ Lady Hesketh), the' "~ .n T
daughEers of Ashley Cowper, the poet 'S ok
.uancle. ' . PR '7’_i"5't-j
Abandonment of the hope of ma.rrlage RN
“:¢fith Theadora: Cowper. Ce,
. Moves to cHambers in. the’ Mlddle Temple, o

"Where he “expérienceéd his first, break-:

down,-wha.ch lasted for.a year. e
" .Called-to’the ‘Bar.. . o C R
Death’of ‘his father. - . S e e
'Admitted'.to. the Inner 'I‘emple. . SR

. .-Thred offices in the patronage of- hlS - -

. .« - . uncle Ashley Cowper fell vacant: the . : *_
A ‘.o --ClerkKship of the Journals of the House e
- ' "~ Jof; Lords, .the Readlng Clerkshlp and
' 2 ..+ . the Clerkshlp of the: Commitgees. ™~ )

; : .~ Cowper 'was - nomlnated to'th -second and- :

- .- . third offices; but he was .allowed 'to- T
. . " exchange them for the firsti its "4 | o R
i N7 duties, though ‘less .profitable, were , ", Egg
oo -..'performed in private. The right of .~ .. 3%

I . nomination was contested and- Cowper ™. * . . - o
“ ... . wasS summoned to -appear fox examination: ' . .-
~°"-at”thé bar of .thé House:'of Lords. S -~ ... .0 "

. .. After-a minor breakdown, ’he was sent gk

.0+ " on holiday.’ ST lfi, "
B T AP R O
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SRR August or

September
November

e . - —

" 'Décember .

e N
5 .

»*1764' 'Jul"‘y IR

1765 June
.C. September

November' l‘1 i

+:1767 Jyly:

October 14 '

1768 February 15
1769 T ""‘ o

1770 March 20

. . .' D
April” iy

.. October: g{y

;r 1774: May 23,

~1778-Jung .. g
1779 February

December 10
17 8 0 7December :

1781 January-Maroh
Spr lng

/ up ‘to 1nvest1gate .Cowper's:. exchange
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."' - { " o ! [ ] -
“ PO
. o 4 * e Cl
» P - oy
. ~ L
T | - .
Lot ] st ‘
. f 8 .
L 3 - ..
- N :
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.

"-.:-Return to work at the. House of Lords. o o
*Renewal of .mental agltatlon. o r L

A committee 6B the House .of.lords set VI

of- offrces, which:-had aroused a-

.»'suspicion’ of ‘Gorrugtion. ' The frnd:mgs s

' were'wholly.favourable, hut.in the B e , \

- interval Cowper twice - attempted to

Olney, ‘wherethe Rev. “John’ -Newtonghad

' First’ acquamtance

.commit ‘suicide, .. .. .
" Third attempt at: su1c1de on the eve of .
" his éxamination.,.: Res:.gnatlon of the- . :-";' '

' clerkshlp. ."On medical advice removed

to:Dr'Cotton's. Collegium Insanorum, a e
cllnlc at. st Albans., s
Recovery -and conversn.on to Evangellcal- Tk
ism. - 3 AN
Left st Albans and settled at Huntlng- ey
don .in lodglngs. e ot
\wn.th’ the Unwln S
- family. T e
A boarder Wlth the Unwins, Huutmgdoh. T
‘Death of the Rev. 'Mor ley Unwin. - - Do
Arr1Val .0of 'Cowper:and Mrs Unwin at"

offered.to fimd a house for them. SR
Move'to Orchard Side,-Oln€y.. " . - '} .
- The .Rev. -William *Unwin" appo:mted R

: rector of Stock: in Essex. ' .. i o0
- Death of" hls brother John,': - o Y

1771 Olney Hymns begun, ‘m collaboratlon -
. " “with Newton, - T P I
L 1772 : . Engagded-to Mcs Unwin. = | . L
1'773 January Severe’ depre551on. Engagemeht broken L
. off. . ' L,
February . Visited by a drear 'before the " . 0
o "recollection of wilich -all. consolatlon Lo

Vanl\shes, and it seems. to'me, must
" always. van:.sh' (Letter. to Newton, o
"16.10, .1785)_'in. whlchr‘he belleved he- ‘

_was cut off: .from God's mercy.” Thlrd e ;
“breakdown follows.: = . PR P
Moved to Olney Vlcarage under the‘;, "~,:‘_:'. SN
* ‘care. of Newton. L SN R
' Anothér ‘attempt’ to comnut su1c1de.5'_ Be U
Return to Orchard side. ' B
Thurlow appomted Lord Chancellor. T ST
Olne}'? Hymns, by Cowper and Newton,' SR
publlshed. ' ,-.;(3,,
..Newton i Pducted as V1car of St Mary
Woolnoth An the City ‘'of-London... .. g
. The Progress of Error and Truth begun. L ?
" Table.Talk -and Expostulatlon written. " ] b
Char,,lty ertten., - R RN
! , SASEE B A




1782 Marchl
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August

B

- Octcber

17873 (2)" October

1784 Sprinq R
' May ;, K

October .
November. L
l785dJuly L
October o

1786 June-
y November

1790 January . a " First acquamtance with hlB cousm

Tty ‘t@aff

';,.'Lady Hesketh tenank of Olney V1gar-‘
_ age. s o
" Move to The Lodge, Weston Underwood

November L
. November 29 '
1787 Jandary .
January—-June
1788 September
) September 8. ;

-

1791 July S
T September

3

' Decéihbe'r' -

. August | to
'n September 17 X
R ‘:' '. ) utumn "
1793 Autumn‘

November
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Aprn.l oo
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Sy 1792 May © oo 7 ‘

: E‘lrst acqualntance with Lédy A‘-’&ten-ll e
N
|
!

°Beq1nn1ng Of the fdfth. breakdown, from'“ PR

. Retirement:. Dbeguns
 Poems, 'by .William. CowEer, of the
" Tnner Temple, BEsq. v [subllshedo
.+ John .Gilpin written®'): ¢ .. Feed
' 'The :Task" begun.~.. AR R ~ RO SRR LA
- 'Fm@l -breach ‘With® Lady Austen.”‘ e R
" First; acqualntance w1€h the ,Thrqck- LT
! MOrtons . s BON s ;3-"

'O‘ T

The Task: completed AN .

= Tirocinium coh\pleted 'I'he translatlon
»of ﬁomer begum\. K a..uq.mc, S
‘. Dhe. Tagk ;published” . o eyt _
) Q»Resumption ‘of correspondence w1t A
L% lady Hesketh; followed: byffma iay’ oot

(0.

* N

help from:her and. from * 'Anonym us‘ STy

‘(her- sister: Theadora Cowper)

At theé m"ntatlon 'of the. Jl‘hrockmortons. er
"'Death,of the: Rev. Wilklkiam’ Unwm. Y
First. acquaintance ‘wit Samuel Rose.-.- .
- Thé. folrth breakdown.,.. . 3:-":=
Translatlon of the’ Odzssez begun.; A

-John J'yohnSOno. e
Translatlon <E: the dessez Sent to SR
Translatlon of Homern publ:.shed. T ’

~“Pranslation’ of ﬁilton s- Latin: and v
. Italian; poems begdn (fg.m.shed :m March
1792) Do 3o e ;
Mre Unwin 's’ flrst par ytlcostroke. A

;' Mrs Unwin's second ‘paralytic stroke. R

, First visit from William Hayléy. . i.--"7
Jchnson to Hayley at: E@rtham Place, IR
-Sussex.., ' -l R - "--,*' -
Renewed dep“r’eSSJ.on.; X i N

Further_ detéra_oratlon in Mrs Unmn
“health, ' 'To, Mary. written.. o
Arrival. of Lady Hesketh. to take charge\_ SA et
. of waper‘*and his. Household.: X RIS

. -which- Cowper never-: whollyu recoxrered
“A“pension (of £300 a. year graonted by
"“the King.*' ’ -
Mrs Unwm s th:er paralytlc stroke. '

i’v_i.ii" ‘
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CowPer‘and Mrs Unwin removed by John
- Johnson. to hls~house at East Dereham.
\x'Death of .Mrs “Unwin, -,
ReVl$lonf0f translation’ of Homer begun.
"R&Vis ion-6F’ ‘Homer completed T

:Mdrch }9 .. The’ Cast—away begun. R R

“Fﬁ 0 {anuany 31 ,‘" Treated- for dropsy.. . T S -+
i . Februdry'22. . Confined’ to Hls'rooms.., fﬁ LT s
" U Aprili2s, * Death .of Cowper. ' . R
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Tl oLt R ST - "CHAPTER ONE' -

P . e Lo . . d

' St A ' N ® ’ . [l .

INTRODUCTION '

o .:1In-March1 1834 Qarollnedaowles‘wrote the'following'_"(ff'“-

. to, Robert Southey: ;'“ '_3,", R
2 . s . - . < CR

o o . You have set my . curlosity all on tenterhooks R ' .
e v .7 "“dbout Cowper,.but it is-a.painful curiosity. - A
TR S .,‘~n I cannot bear to. think ;of him otherwise than T ,T?ﬁ
RS -/.- .as’an object of. respect and . 1ove Jjoined to the PRV
sl oL - tenderest pity. i , . o S R

-'.,‘ W ‘.-: -_,.'4‘... o "- . , .o . . | , " . . o 1'. B i
S *""$‘Q¢} e Because of seemlng 1ncongru1tles in the themes of hls T 2
9’} ‘o ,:.i::*.’ ._.: - oo, \ v
g i s poetry, seemlng contradlctlons in’ hls l;fe, and seemlnq b
PP o b ichan ‘. N ' L ol L d
« o

s R Lh S e e dlscrepancres 1n hls theology Wllllam_Cowper (1731 1800)

%

P N
“"".

1s a puzzllng pOet human belng, and Chrlstlan.

-? ,a N 0 1 .
- s In The Task Cowper wrote)a lengthy boem whlch R
7fargues the values of domestlc happlness, portrays AN ”‘. e e o
"'Thli*j‘? c contentment and retlrement 1n*rural 11v1ng,'and '.'-.. .
’ s “ ' R " Ty x,..‘_-'-" e ""‘ S x.".-\" . !

:u : i Lo ' demonstrates dellght 1n nature and frlendshlp The same ;- S el

-

:ﬁ, poet has glven us the humorous John Gllplnn the agonr21ng

g .
\ .
? Hatred anh Vengeanoe a%d the'despalrrng astaway ; .
Lo wlen ) }—* Cowper establlshed 51gn1flcant relatlonshrps w1th
f,mj } three women, yet he never marrled There is no ev1dence'
e : R T . |
e LT ata Bowles to Southey, March 27, 1834 Edward Dowden, , N ”
AR e ed., The ‘Correspondénce of Robert Southey with Caroline .- - . * . .
St T Bowles (London: Longman S Green, & Co., 1881), p. 299, T el
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- of 1mmora11ty ‘and much evrdence to the contrary Theadora

Cowper chose self—eXrle when, for obscure reasons, Cowper.~~. K

Ay - -~

S ‘»dld not marry her. When Lady Austen entertalned romant1C';

AR LT

sl A

notlons, Cowper 1n a qentlemanly but determlned manner

.

o X0

N

termlnated their frlendshlp Mr§. Mary Unwin devoted nearly
i { thirty years of. her llfe to Cowper, gave freely of her

materlal fortune, rulned her health, and rlsked her

;reputatlon- yet Cowper drd not marry her. The mother;soné- ' -

-

‘ l~relatlonsh1p seems to have been the most satrsfylng

N f' ' 'f' relatlonshlp that Cowper enjoyed wrth women He 'said in
oo T N,

e f later 11fe that he had had three mothers - hlS ownﬁpother,,.

hls step-mother, and Mrs. Unwrn.2
Cowper experlenced and professed Evangelrcal

LN

conversron. By blrth he was, of’course, an Angllcan but

5to the end of- hlS llfe hlS theologlcal persua51on waS'

Y

'CalV1nlst1c One of the maln tenets of Ca1v1nlsm is: the ' .‘ = fﬁ

. D Vi
[ b

I - perseverance of the salnts. Accordlng to this bellef ' SR
. . N ' * : : ' K ; . .

.1} 2 is. a loglcal 1mpossrb111t for one of the elect to. fall

from grace- thus there is no “cast way“ in Calvinlsm.yzYet'

'.Cowper %fter professrng to be one f the elec@, belleved

‘for twenty*seven years that he was arbltrarlly, 1rrevocably, ;o

N 'and eternally damned by - God . How are we to explaln thlS ‘ ‘:,g
ST L paradox7
] @-M

2Cowper to Mrs:. King, Aprll 12, 1790 Thomas erght,
. . The Correspondence -0f William Cowper (New York: A"M S Press,
vt '1968),. ITI, 443. Subsequent references -to Corr. are.to .
. 'this'edition. o v - ~ @

ke b y hap s




' _vrede551on ‘in - these relatlonshlps also parallels hls

Many have searched fof a solutlon to explaln the

C compllcated Cowper.. ThereV1dence 1s not readlly avallable.
. . s

;Any hypothetlcal solutlon must be adequate to explaln the.
enlgma 1nd1cated above,,plaus1ble, and at all»tlmes

.cons1stent W1th the’ avallable ev1dence._ There seems to be
':fragmentary evrdence that Cowper possessed a deeply

.personal problem of a probable sexual nature that éould I" s
: have laln at the root of hlS angulsh ThlS may have- - _
‘]affected Cowper S poetry, 1nfluensed hls soc1a1 relatlonshlps,"
"compllcated hlS splrltual llfe, and 1ndeed permeated every

area of hlS ex15tence.; Although the exact nature of this S

_specrflc problem may never be known, there is 11ttle p01nt '

in 1gnor1ng 1ts p0551b1e 1nfluence on his llfe and work
In’ th1s paper I am attemptlng an overall view of
’,Cowper 8, splrltual development as ﬁeen 1n the.context of

‘hls famlly relatlonshlps, his frlendshlpg, hls romantlc o

P

; lnterests, hls lnvolvement in Evangellcal Chrlstlanlty,

. and.;rs-poetry | In all of these I see a unltv, an orderly .
:progreSSIOn and, 1n most cases, a subsequent regres51on. .
'-The cllmax of all of Cowper s relatlonshlps 001nc1des w1th.r

Lo L3
P -]

j the zenith of hlS splrltual progresslon. A seemlng " ". R

\;splrltual regre551on.- The one exceptlon tg,thls-patterﬁ .

is 'in hlS poetlc endeavor. Coner'prbdnced what'some'

-con51der hls greatest poetry durlng the whlte heat' of

\ .
. . . . w o ,
L . PR . N . “ ’ ST e . Tee : L
. L.

—_ . . T ar




i

‘

desparr, seen par;;cularly 1n The C staway 'In.what has

been labelled 1nsan1ty by some spectators,.I see a. klnd of

loglc or ratlonale. In the seemlng contradlctlons of Cowper )

the'poet Chrlstlan, and man I see a, unlfled person whose
llfe may have been greatly‘affected by a deeply personal

problem, the nature of whlch would be dlfflcult to cope

-Wlth even 1n our enllghtened twentleth century, but 1n the}V

.

settlng of the elghteenth century was v1rtually unmentlon—‘.

N
able. ST submlt its’ p0551b111ty as an- hypothesis for the

»

purpose of better unde 'tanding‘the'enibma that rs:Qonper.f‘
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CHAPTER THWO
3 POSSIBLE SOLUTION
i o o

N Phys'ica,l,Malformation .
bﬁ . - ' ) * Tt N :

G

‘.'phy51cal problem rs very fragmentary. In fact,:nost-of

..the allu51ons made to 1t only 1ncrease the mystery.,‘f'

. Wllllam Hayley 1n 1794 qé%stloned Thomas Carwardlne

concernlng "the meanlng of some mysterlous expre551ons":'
‘ 1n hlS last letter "concernlng our dear Cowper, as 1t may

'.be useful for me to, know everythlng that relates to hlm 1n

»

- order ‘to mxtlgate ‘the horrors of hls present most

deplorable sufferlngs.ﬂl' However, 1n Hayley s subsequent

blography of Cowper he dld not reveal the most 1nt1mate

detalls of Cowper s lmfe.-

.].

" &A, Forty years later durlng Robert Southey s: research

FRR

1

'for hls Llfe ofupowper velled a11u51onsyappear 1n hlS

correspondence n“f', T’w."-'{
_A bookseller s parcel 15 on the way to me, ....‘
_ But ‘it contains.also a packet of lettérs from:
.Mr. . Newton, Cowper's: "friend, to Mr “Thornton,,
¢ :.of which.you shall hear more when'I have séen :

. thelr contents.... Through that same channel I

g-,

N

'Ev1dence that W1111am COWper pOSSessed a - unlque‘

e

Lol . - A -
. . w0

-~

1Hayley to Carwardlne, Aprll l794 G.,Carwar-

“dlne Probert, "The Stricken Deer", tes and Querles,.
. © CLVIII (May 31( 1930), p. 382.
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]hcause of [Cowper s) . 1nsan1ty, but a hypochondrlacal and e
i frmaglhary effect of 1t,ﬂ4 In so dorng, he rejected what S
e S co A zf .
Yo I . L .' 5 - Al
'Z( . .Southey to Carollne Bowles, March lg, [1834]
Dowden, op. c1t., P. 296. _i.; ;‘33 SRR
L ;_ 3Southey to Carolrne Bowles, Aprll 1834 IBid.;: ;:'”
p. 300050 0 I o AR

.

\_" have-beer! made acqualnted.wrth somethlng

‘regarding - Cowper ‘much more- yemarkable than * . -
anything that is publlcly known' concérning. him,
‘or- indeed .than could possibly’ be imagined. One
reason why -I.can ‘only raise your: cur1051tx§'

: w1thout puttlng you at once’ in possession o0f

. the truth is, that I krow not yet whether it-
-can’ be told. "All'I can say is,: 'that it renders

. him far. more an ohject of extraordinary 5 -
COmpa531on than he already appears to be.

. V\'

.Some ‘of Mr Newton s correspondence with Mr.
Thornton 'is in-my hands at present, 'and I am. to’
have the .rest. ~In these letters the.mystery is .
’reyealed, and my. mind ‘is: made up, after .consult-

-+ -, ing .with Wordswoxrth, that if it ever be’ made

publlc, it shall not bé/by’ me. It had better be
) dlscovered hereafter by"some ‘Hunter after s
C axtraordlnary facts, “than ‘embodied: 1n the ‘Life"
' oP%ko truly amiable and interesting a poet,...
. “yMofeover, posxeave as the testimény is, there 1s
- against it so’ strong an- 1mprobab111ty, that I
' know. not|wh1ch 1s the weightier.3~

[

A‘Southey dlsmlssed Newton s posztive testlmony and chose

~ﬁrather to belleve that’ the "mystery"‘was an "1mprobab111ty"

_"a mere conceptlon of madneSs, not the real and prlmary

o
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r

:may have been an adequate explanatlon of Coner“s

B
[ 4
LR

'wenlgmatlc llfe and alao rejected the testlmony of one who

was'in a posxtlon t& know Cprer K real phySLcal condltlon

.:Whlle Cowper was a re51dent of Newton 5. Vlcarage durlng the'

fl

! . v . 1 2
.cr1tica1 perlod of 1773 1774 _ ,’ N ‘r‘f¥.~: - o é
h -What Newton belleVed to have been the cause of 1t, 'F

[Southey ‘wrote] was: in reality nothlng more than ;
an’ imaginary effect. Had~there been any remarkable
mal-formation, and more espec1ally such a one,’ it
is 1mpossible that he should have been. sent to &
- public school; 1mp0551ble that he’ should have
thought. of. marry1ng.5 R .

. Ty
- "

On September 18, 1834 the follow1ng entry was made

i

’ . s
PR N - o - -
Ty £ 5 IV

’ .
- - *
. ce e

P

ﬂ 1n the Grev1lle D1ary

) Henry Taylor brought me a- parcel of letters tofrmﬁ: ;;-;mp7l\y5
" to Southey the other day[ they.are from NewtOn, S e
Cowper's nephew, (I think. to W Thornton), and - they
.+ are-to'supply Southey with materlals for Cowper s . . .
', Life,.which he is writing: There is one curious "'~ . = . '~ |
© fact revealed in these letters, which-accounts for" : “
"much of Cowper's morbid state-of mind and. fits of
* depression,. as, well as for. the_ c1rcumstances of " ‘
‘his running away from his place,in the House of o, :‘.~
‘-Lords: He was a Hermaphrodlte.~ It relates™to ° ’ '
.= | some defect in his- physical. conformation;’ somebody
‘ 'found out his secret, and probably threatened 1ts~
'exposure 6 . .
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: . SSouthey £0 J:W. Warter, July 11, 1834 Kenneth = " ..
: Curry, 'ed., New Letters of: Robert Southey - (New York S e
Columbla Unlver51ty Press, 1965), II, 413.. S , A
4@ . L e ‘ i RIS
. . .' . (\ W - . . . i‘
ST 6P W. W1lson,‘ed., The. Grev1lle Dlary,(New York Cl ey
‘ Doubleday, Page & Co., 1927),.-, 139*140 oo ‘ A R
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«’

Some of the facts and names . are garbled in this‘acconnt,
but a clearer understandlng of Cowper s unlque phy51cal"

problem emerges.. Cowper may have been an hermaphrodlte-
5 The next’ letter (whlch I have not seen) tells :
~_Mr. Thornton a most .extraordinary tale - that N
"Cowper was an androgyne, that some person ‘'who
. knex_this threatened to oppose his "appointmegt = -+ - . .
to the Clerkship, by raising the-question--of his,6 .- o
sex, ard that-the dread -of this exposure had , ' :
. been the cause‘of his first madness. "Mrs,. Unwin .
-—belreved thlS. Newton -believed it. -

[ ¥ ‘

It 1s 51gn1f1cant that two of Cowper s most 1nt1mate f_ e T

acqualntances are here sald to have belleved that Cowperﬂf

‘ was an hermaphrodlte or androgynes~ Durlng Cowper s o 3‘ S .'Qﬁ
» ' Sh
derangement of 1773 1774 Newton probably revealed Cowper s -

v,

' secret to Newton s patron, John Thornton.A Actually at the .

i )
L3

tlme of the revelatlon Newton faced qulte a dllemma Cowper ”_;2 '

refused to leave the Vlcarage for thlrteen mOnths"'lt -

: " R .

- 7John Newton ‘was' a. frrend, not a'relatlve of Cowper. L
The correspondence was between John -Newton and Johin '
Thornton, Newton's rich. Evangellcal friend. Accordlng:td e
a letter from Southey to Caroline Bowles as late as ’
February ‘23, 1839. (see Dowden, op. cit:, .p. 346) Southey . )
_seems' to’ have eventually' seen the missing letter.: However, e
it turned’ out to’haVe been from Thornton to Newton, rather . - BRI
than vite versa. Southey was still unw1111ng to grant ' <
thHat 'Cowper.possgssed a "reall "malformation®.- Instead, .

‘he ‘created a new dilemma for himself. - was the ”malformatlon"
the effect of a "misemsable 1maglnatlom" or was .it a "real- .
malformatlon" possessed by a klnsman of Cowper of the Bsame . RS

-name’ c .
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< 8Southey to (o W Wllhﬂms Wynn, Nov 6 11835
_Gurry, op. crt., p 432 R o




1

'~became necéésaryffor Mrs, Unwinftofattend'the 6erahged

'.poet nlght and day to prevent su1¢1de\ At the same tlme

) Al i

;'thlS was con51dered ethlcally 1mpropeﬁ Thornton was

'urglng Newton to exclude Cowper and Mrs. Unw1n from the

S Y
Vlcarage or to leave hlmself Co \ ST
: A .

Newton contlnued loyal to hlS %rlends, hls\

explanatlons must have been suff101ent Fo convince Thornton

for Thornton even added substantlally to Newton s 1ncome

~dur1ng Cowper s SO:]ourn.9 However, bef0re the revelatlon

'ﬂxof the mystery, some of Newtdﬁ's perplexlty is reglstered

% 9

“in excerpts from hlS letters to Thornton, quoted by Segthey

I can say nothlng new about Mrs. Unw;n., That she
" loved him is- certain;. that. her behaviour 'when he' :
.was well, was in some- things-a llttle indiscreet
, cannot be denied; but' I have. not‘the least doubt:
. but that as things are at present shé is in the
‘ 'path of duty, and that there is no’ more danger of
C dlsagreable ‘consequences than if they lived in~
- . different houses..... I do not wonder but Mr. ‘UnWin .
. »[William, Mrs. Unwin's son] -has. some unpleaSIng
: 'feellngs, nor that. he mentions them to- you, but I
' would w15h he only spoke of them to such as. you.
Whatever .occasion of susp1c1ons o ae there lS no
ground £0r just blame, nor (while thlngs contlnue
-as they are) any possibility of "bad consequence...h
appearances.must be borne with.” |

| : N |

l.ll....ll.l'll‘!l'...l.l.l.l.'.Il.l...ll......ll
B 4
1

.

»

o 9John.‘Newton‘and;Richardl—Ceeil‘,''The‘Ll.fe-.o.f'.the

.. Rev. John.Newton .Written by Himself to A.D.- 1763 and

Continued ‘to .His Death..in 1807 by Rev. Richard Cecil
(New York: American-Tract Society, n.d.), pp..156-157.

. Subsequently referred to -&s The -Life of John Newton.
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"IPQ'.
..

':fI mustat a dlstance have judged as you of the’

Dad o U T S e N e
EIN . . 3 ‘ . : N R “. ‘ : . .
.o R

j e PR R 10"

1mpropf&ety of 51ngle persons sleeping so’long in- f-r

- the 'same room...."'in this case I hay ever. had '

che remotest apprehen51on that .any thi g was’

rlsked but appearances; and when the’ exigency of - i et
' the case shall be fully known thlS risk llkew15e e
-w111 be reqovered 10 S M ' ) o

Newton and Mrs. Unwrn ao not seem to. have been}the

'7only ones who knew of Cowper s personal problem.- Upon the

' renewal of Cowper and Lady Hesketh s frlendshlp 1n 1785, ﬂ' - o

the -poet . wrote a serles of letters to her before her [-_ 5r_.

b

'1n1t1al v1sit, 1n wh;ch he hlnts strongly of_some defect

:7:"f' Jil?é : erito hadvfﬂeshethf Apr. 10, 1786: Corr.vj"-‘;Un, o

| . co o ,'_': ff'.n,.h\

A'-ln:hls'hlstory"-~dwn_ N .. o e

~-/Y ur questlon, your natural well warranted and

o/

‘.poor heart ache,. my dear, when you come to know

, .

|

st reasonable questlon concernlng me -and Mrs. | R
Unwrn, shall’ belag;wered at larg§e when we meet, ) s
But“to, Mrs. Unwin I"refer you for that answer; -
‘she-is most desirous t6 give you a most expllc1t
“oné. . I .have a hlstory, .my dear,’ belonglng to me;.”

. which I am not the‘proper person to ‘relate.’ .You-f-
have heard somewhat of. 1t,'- as much as it was,
‘p0551ble for me to write;. but that somewhat bears
‘a’most 1nconsrderable proportlon to the whole.1¥_ﬂ.
But alas, my dear, 1nstead of w1ngs, I have a’ ~,‘;/;}/..‘p
'chain and -a collar;- the hlstory of which collar -~ : N
'and.. chaln Mrs... Unwin shdll give you when you’

. come. ...-' But: there are lets and hindrances. which

. no- power of man’ can remove, ‘which w111 make.your - . . ... o

them 12 _ k S . " o

C - . ' ) B

;'Qurry; Oop.. blt ’ pp. 431 2.':"~gu_ o T

\ 10Southey to C W. WLlllams Wynn, Nov. 6, 1835.

S R

7 llCowper to Lady Hesketh, Feb{ 277/1786E7Corr;, RN
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My depressxon has a cause.... I Mrs. Dﬁwin.Shall
be my exposxtor.13 : Do :

Southey had attempted to dlsmlss Newton s testnmony

» on the basms that Cowper's phy51cal problem was 1ndeed not

~

»A"real"; but only an "1ma 1nar ef ect" of hlS madness.f'

: fHowever, Cowper s awar eSS that he was ‘in some way ' ~3? .

-physmcally unlque’begaﬁ at\a very early age. Hls boyhood

shame at Dr. Pltman-s sohﬁﬁl lS reglsteréd ln some of tbe -

openlng words of the Memo;r, Cowper s deeply personal

:( ) PR

: ,Evangellcal testlmony of 1766- ;’1'. s -

A T

At six years old 1 was taken from the nursery,‘;
“and-from the 1mmed1ate care of a* ‘most indulgent .

':a;mother....~ But my chlef affllotion consisted.. - - . e
Ceoin my” be;ng sxngled out from all the other’ boys,--t;," AL
- by a lad about’ fifteen years of age, as. a proper zj;?fﬁ
. object upon. whom he ‘might Jlet loose~ths ‘cruelty.. - P
- of hls\temper....' I well remémber’being- afraid-- T A
~t0 "lift up my eyes: upon, him,. -higher. than his wlkfiﬁ ST
“1 knees; and“that:I knew him by his: shoe-buckles, N
better ‘than Ehy other part of his dressi... - . - .

The cruelty of this boy, which he had long "I =~ . -
practlsed in. so0_secret a manner that no creature L

susgected 1t, was at\length discovered,l4 - L r.'ﬂ EE

~

E o Cowper s earllest extant»pﬁ”’ wrltten whlle he:

s e

~fwas at Westmlnster,glndlcatES the serlousness of th.

Y

';"encounter wlth schoolboy rldlcule'“ - o ‘
. Cowper to Lady Hesketh May 25, 1786 Ibld.," "\
-pJQ47Z _ - .y S N

v 4Mem01r of the Early Llfe of W1111am Cowper, Esq. ,
‘Written byfﬂlmself (Londona R. Edwards, %916) cd= 3"‘.FR;

: Subsequently referred -to: as Memo;r. e
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‘« . ‘.
_ o -, A .
= N ;= ~ "
- . N T,
Y . Lo .
- T . e vl
3 . : -~ ° ! l) I&; : :
[y 4 ' o ‘
) . Lo C 12-
. L , .,' o . o “Jrn . o I 5
- He\\who could erst w1th even . equal pace :, . %’
Pursue his destln d way with. symmetry T

And some proportlon form'd now, - .on oneA51de, j SN t“ ' :fg'
CurtallLd and.maif'd, the-sport of vagrant ‘boys, . e
Cursrng h1s frall supporter, treach'r/us prop., 1;‘.'v' - S

':n-.-i-----I.'ll-.!l.nlic.l.‘.l..-..-"-‘n.....-,u- . . : U

Lo 7/"/jjﬁut that support soon failing, by him left’ ) BT
e ~ ' - On whom.he most depended -basely. left, R Ca
e Betray" 3» deserted, from ‘his airy height .

- ‘ .-Head-long-he falls; and thro' the -rest of life . -

T - ._~ Drags the dull® load of dlsapp01ntment on.lSL o gfiu;;f}i‘_'

’

W -

N It 1s certarn that Cowper felt cursed andkthls curse Ve

...., "

seems to have had phy51cal 1mp11catlons. For another - o 'Z*;

- ) N o ) 1;, ‘ . S ’-' . @’
. ‘1nd1cat10n of the natu e of thls curse we look agaln to the .
: Mem01r'——00wper “Félt angulsh over the Parable of the ‘Barren . . b
oy ' 'Flg Tree.gifil f;;: .‘ii'_ff?.‘<f‘}i' L .1if ‘*f.n .'lhﬁi_; S j,o‘¥1
’ '}ff; ;;75r¢i partltularly remember, that the parable of the T T L

RN ' .. barren fig-tree was to me, aﬁ'lnconcelvable L L '

A e rsburcexof angulsh :and I applled it to mysélf, i . -
SR X w1th-a.§trong persuasion in my‘m1nd~ that when .. .7 U
R e thevSavxour pronounced a curse _upon i€, he. had' - " i B0 e

R 7.7 T me in his eye--and poanted that clirse dlrectly A C R
‘ ;f‘, at me.lﬁ' S g~1'w r”-:., . ,;*. fq{ P

< ' ConSJderlng the fact that Cowper had had an'educatlon 1n_.,~>_.“

3 I ) ‘/ - ‘ . Tt

::_?;_ the classrcs at WestmlnSter, lt is p0551ble that the stcry .

T n o£.the leaves of the flg tree could have had sexual "?u I,;;:xf :

.,':,“~ e n ., .. e e Lo, - ., /_ / R g;.a
o }'1mp11catlons fOr hlm. T_"r -f‘g T s //,;»flg Lo T,

. el ,,‘//"':-“ i e T coL T ’ B : %
'2';1 :ffxﬂf”f~ 15"Verses ertten/at Bath on)Flndlng the Heel of - } ‘

,~ti//%f “a’"Shoe", 1 - 30~ ~314, 4246 Cowper~ Poétical Works, H.S. ‘ .
R Mllford ed:v *4€h ed.,(London- Oxford_UnlverSLty Press,';,f;h
B 1967).—Pp, 2634 Subsequently referred to és’PQems.,; T
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. - o Lot . - 1 . o N et .
.t“ The barren tree 1magery, beglnnlng w1th Ehe Mem01r ~}_'. C

n 1766,‘frgufeSﬂprominently 1n the Cornespondence. There ;fi :’;‘f?

s - .t R v A
1t*%eems Eorhave varylng degrees of physrcal and splrlxual‘,, Ao
. NPT . . o i‘.:' - ' e S
1 ." . 4, RS .0 - : oS

) : Nature reV1ves agaln,rbut a~soul ongce’ slaln llves S L J
) ¥ xThe‘hedge ‘that has.beeh apparently’ dead,‘Lj: N v
‘~'~.'s*notlsq'11tww1ll burst' into-leaf and .blossom at’ . . - . T
}7):*" the. appornéed time; but no;-such; tlme .is. appointed. " . ., -

fox*the“stake that stands 1n 1t. It is as dead” 17:.). T j[;. i

o L o - . e
.," /!‘.- s . e K

. “i'ofumyself, whoxhad Once both leaves and ru1t° but -
};g~, ‘who.-have now.neither, ... I repine .at my barrenness, IR

bﬁ‘and think-it.hard:.to“be thus bl;ghted, but when a “-j _ Ll
) gllmpse of hope hreaks in-upon me, I am contented TR

, --to'be- the sapless thing I, am, -knowing . that .He ‘who: ﬂ’;évr o e
A hancommanded me to. w1ther, can command ‘me €O+, T e

flourlshfagaln, when He pleases.}a- e 2 R

;’“b[Nelther waklng nog ‘Sleeping have Iany f_t-h LT e Y
e 'communlcations fr . God, but am- pemfectly - T o
P ,;.W1thered tree, frultless and-ieafless 19-«' jgﬁa’ ;v?~.ﬁ.ﬂ'
. N Perhaps the most 51gn1floaﬁt ev1dence that Cowper G v} .
- s Y " . \ ] e ) o N
may have possessed .a sexual problem.ls found 1n a pecullar "‘
. . . 0_‘ ' BN ' 2o -
A - - . T
. autograph 1n hls poetry. A p0551bly exaggerated empha51s MR
”rpon masoolrnlty"appears 1n Cowper s flrst volume of poetry, 'i"'¢ﬂui
. - -.;‘ , “ S .. -—:ﬂ}\ .. :' . - : :“ .l"..‘; "
-t ? N '—‘ o ,,., N PR ..,'.'-. :‘5
AN - AR e ,‘ e ,“:\::'z"‘ ‘“‘,‘*‘ " ~ s ; - .
IR 17L N

;Q*") T cprer to ﬁev. John Newton, Jan.,13 1784 COerﬁfﬂ: oL
! 'II, 147 " o .;‘ . ‘b- - ] .- - J...‘, . .. : . "’~: T

e _; e ... :' . Lome PR R . . o e coL ) .f-.‘l o . o \4',.4 o
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Sﬁe reafs her . fav'rite man of "a l manklnd R
. _'l ~ -..q\..;...r..-k...--u--...,--.....--. . %
o - T PR o ...,-and mascul'ne of course. 20 .
AR R ) AV ’ N
v " The man that dares traduce, ves \ 21" A S K '
o N 2 . v L0 N
‘ o . S0 2. ey lS notaman-' . : . . - E’E
oy - i .y ‘.' : ‘: ‘" ay ‘ . ' ”,‘ W . . ) N Lo 1 1 _;‘
: . This man.wds happy - .... ; ! . ks
- :A‘ L ,...‘...-..'..o---‘g--.'...'....W....h---_.'....---- ”l‘ s c i ?&'
Tt N 1f 1n mascullne debate he shar d 22 N e " o f
. .0 .- . < . 213 . . ) . . ) .‘. .:é;
A R He that has not usurp 'd the name of man e —_— . S R
o P : ' . . =
. g N : - LI
: What a pecullar th1ng to say : usurp'd the name . of man s _,%
t. : : < P ‘23
PRI ,'Pecullar, unless there perhaps was an element of doubt ) 6
a0 T . about ‘ohe" SJtrue sen - In The . Task tOOy the talk of T
\ - . . — . A o i
"manhood" may well be a klnd oé unconv1nc1ng posturlng.- SR - 3
. -t . S Y .. - o
‘ : T AP
Forth steps the man f an embPem of myself'24 L T - i
A T - -ne we can walk erect - R UL .
: ¥ y One proof at least’ .of manhoud'25 R e v
- .o :‘ ‘. , _). K . ] .. B

=+ ., I think /artlculate, I 1augh and weeg ; o Do
6 R

S ..+ . And exercise’ all functlons of a man. ‘;‘ "
. o . - . ) o . - oo R S il
- 1’1 . . . 4. e
0 . -~ .1 . - KR . - . - N N o o,
,‘ foe .-t .,' 19 . o — - - - ] . . N . . ~-‘ . .
FE " s 2 Ly , S SR e R
','-'\P“- X 3.-Q"Table Palk", ll.n217, 221: Poems, p. 5., "7 C e

SRR S g S Coe T ST
L o t.‘Zl"ExpostulﬁtiQD" ;1 432—331 Poeés,-p- 53. o

‘22!'Ho1.:;e",":l~l:. 678, 686 Poems, P. v4, Co T Ty

‘ . I“ o \%gﬂRet;rement“,'l. 319: Poems,:p. 116;-'; C : B N
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The emphasis on mascullnity would perhaps seem superfluous

to a normal man. Thls hldden autograph could p0551bly

N

1nd1cate a subconscrous compulslon to reveal that whlghuhe .

X dbnscrously felt he could nOt tell ' i“JT..: - A
) het [ ’ .h.

What exactly could the postulated malfopmatlon

13

have been? ‘Since certaln proof cannot be produced that .

a -

-

COWper.was 1ndeed an-hermaphrodlte, a detalled descrlptlon

- N i

3:of hlsi"remarkable malformatlon" cannot be” glven. The . -

-

Oxford Engllsh chtlonayy offers thls deflnltlon as one ofﬁ"

- . ‘e
o

the prlnwry meanlngs of the word 'hermaphrodlte‘- "ﬂ.f
'”A_human belng, or one of the thher anlmals, -in

whloh parts characteristic of both sexes are to- -

-;,--some extent (really or apparently) comblned 27 .

4

- M '

That Cowper called hlmself & 11feless “stake" with no “leaf".'

‘or "blossom 28A1n 1784 and the' w1thered tree, frultless
. and leafless"29 in 1793 may p0551bly 1ndlcate m1551ng or

<

malformed testes 1n hlsnsexual conflguratlon.

’ —
[ .. e - e R .

I

‘

Y : . L
3

e -

’ 27

s
Lot

Oxford Engllsh chtlonary, v, 243 ‘

5 r e
_ZBCowper"to Rev. John Newton, Jang'l3, 1784: Corr.,
I, 1470 ¢ S S - .

2 [ i L
29Cowper to Samuel Teedon, Mar 14} 1793; corr.,
381¢\“ A oo - . X - P—
'3

The best 1nvestlgat10n of Cowner s possrble
"defeqt’has ‘been ‘made. in Charles Ryskamp's William- Cowper of
the Tnner Temple,-Esq. (Cambrdge:.University Press, 1959),
" pp.:135-144. Subsequently referred to as William Cowper.
However, like Southey, Ryskam accepts ‘the "defect™ as A
"delu51on and part of his men al dlsorder",‘not as a

v

. v, o
e . P .
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It would seem that'Cowper mayawell have had a

ﬁ<'< - secret phys1ca1 defect that he preferred to be "kept 3 1 - S

- .- "

..
. - .
TR

. cdhceal d". 1If this hypotheSLS be’ true, we may flnally

T

have an adequate explanatlon of Cowper s mental sufferlng ,'. o

i e

Yy

"at Dr.,Pltman '8 school and an adequate explanatlon for hlS
¥

- . ..‘\, )
u ‘?) i , fevered retreat from the Clerkshlp 1n the House of Lords. !

- -
- .

P T LT . .o -
v o‘ P ‘ -, ' ° .- : I‘,‘ . -"p“ ,.' " - r‘k\-‘ :
LS T 2..ASubsequent'Mutllatlon : v

EROTIN,

B

» ’E Qb E Durlng the terrlble derangement of 1773 Cowper

Ay

. | ‘ '
' felt Impelledﬂto perform a deed—that.we w111 henceforth 1n S

- e 5‘;

0 thlS Paper call the "sacrlflce of" Abraham"' The Rev Jth .
M - ¥ . LY ‘ !
Newton tw1oe refers to the act, howeverh 1n hlS extant .
SN I . . :
wrltlngs he neVer defines the nature of it: | - .
. . R ' 3 - . " .‘
‘. o e Even that attempt he. made in qttober was proof
Te L of Tla perfect spirit of obediencel; for it was
R solely owing to the power the enemy had of .. C .
o ' '-1mpre551ng upon: his dlsturbed imagination that it " . . Ty
Y -+ . was-the will-of God, he should, after ‘the.example * ’
""" of Abraham, perform an expensive act of obedlence,_ -
and offer not ‘d son, . ‘but h1mself.31 T T

o The flrst temptatlon the enemy assaulted -him with ? [
©. .- was to.offerhimself as Abraham his son=... We’ e Dol

. were obllged to watch with him day -and nlght, and o
_my ‘dear w1fe, and Mrs. Unw1n wlth whom he 11vedr

‘réality. I"am not' as interested in a description 'of the Sy
"malformation"” as I .am in the acceptance of its exlstence o -
and in its profdund effect on. every, aspect of Cowper e
llfe .o - . ‘ ' , .

i R . Y bR

!
4
[
. \ . , b

ce o 31Robert Southey, The Life and ‘Works of W11l1am R ' @ﬁ
T : Cowper (New York: AMS Press, 1971), 15 vols. Subsequently )
- . referred to as Life and Works. K The date of Newton s Va -

letter ‘quoted, here is glven as May, 26, 1774 in footnote I,
254, A : A
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left him not an hour for seven years..:.'f
He. had various. témptatiéns which -it would be 32 .
very improper: for mé to mention 1n thlS place- A

™\ " Following the attempt to perform this “expen51ve

actzof obedlence", Cowper makes allu51on to a: 51gn1f1cant

3

“but terrlble 1nc1dent 1n vague terms- "the event" "the

a

offence" "my fatal fal sand the “teérlble" or "horrrble"’
mlnute or moment" -\En order to arrlve at an hypothe51s

:concernlng the nature of thls in01dent we need to explore

"

the context in whlch we flnd each of the terms, anduto

collect whatever other evrdence we can about ‘the prec1se'.4
nature of the "event"r TH&S I propose to do over the next

P
dozen or . so pages.

.

a

-In 1782 Cowper wrote to Newton concernlng "the

ievent“.- Newton I belleve, was well acqualnted with the

nature of thls 1nc1dent-

I suppose no. man would-despalr, if he,dld not . L
apprehend something singular in ‘the’ 01rcumstances :

. of his own story, somethlng that 'discriminates it B
from that of every othe¥ man, and that imduces.
despalr as an inevitable- consequence.... I ‘must )
deal with you as I-deal with poor Mrs. Unwin, in - . .
all our dlsputeSrabout it, cuttlng all controversy v
'short ‘by an appeal to the event.3 - :

L ¢

H

.. ‘ : L

32,

P Mary B. Whltlng "A Burnlnd'Bush“,‘Hibbert R~
: 33Cowper to. Rev.,John Newton, March 14, l782
Corr.,- 462 3 o , Cooe .
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had entrusted hlS Eearful secret to Samuel Teedon.-'

.vHesketh and John Newton both of whom,~

-offence" as unpardonable

*

...; to me, who have unpardonably offended L
Him. 34 o

‘..- I have ofﬁended to the forfelture of all , Do
such merc1es., 35 S . : n.j T

I dreamed that in our parlour at’ Olney my .

thoughts ‘were: suddenly carried .to the offence - .. .

of which I have in time past informed" you, and" S

from Wthh orlglnated all: ny mlsery twenty o
.ayears 51nce. :

'I; is obv1dus from these last three quotatlons that Cowper

R

-

Soon after these letters to Teedon, Cowper in the

" Sp;rltual Dlary of 1795 refers to a traglc clrcumstance

-'that-he calls "my fatal fall"" ThlS is. related 1n the same: 3

'document to hLS “most fatal snare"37 whlch “he - states

ot

deflnltely as hlS love of Mrs. Unwxn;. From 1796 untll hls :

dflnal letter on_ Aprll ll 1799 Cowper repeatedly spoke of

" a spec1f1c “horrlble" or'"terrlble momeigh to both Lady -

belleve were

A

——

34Cowper to! Samuel Teedon, ‘Jan, 25, .1793: Coxt.,

B 1 e

[ ot

36Cowper;to Samuel’TeedonfﬁJautglo,-l794:gCorr.,

"1V, 486 P RER

TR

-1

Ry AN -~ M A
. . W P . B . N B
» ' _ . B o . . - . a

, From a twenty-year vantage Cowper v1ewed "the C

-~ Scouper to sanuél Teedon, March. 14, 1793: Corr., . -
v, 381 T T e ; ,

S \ . N .\r' A ° T . . .

' : Lo AR St ' L
: . Povey (ed N “CowPer s Splrltual Dlary The .
London Mercury, XV {March 1927), p. 494 Subsequently '
-referred to as Splrltual Dlary ' . .

s
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well -aware. of Cowper S personal problem and the 1nc1dent ..”’ - ;
of the"moment"- ;f “'.‘-h-‘ '; l,ﬁ fﬁf“-'.'l CRRENA N ) L
'My cruel destlny denled me the pr1vxlege of i
‘-understandlng any ‘thing that,. in-the- horrlble , _
-moment that came winged with-my immediate .7 -
. destruction, mlght havé. served to aid me.. You - . s
'know my story far ‘bet er .than I am able to S L

relate it.... Oh, -lot of unexampled misery

B, lncurred in. a mOment'33 -

\

‘ fIt is unnecessary to add ‘that’ thls comes from .f'-f" S
.- the ‘most miserable of belngs,wwhom a terrlble S
" ‘mintdte made: such 39 -t PR

-y

"’Sometlmes the terrlble moment" has unmistakable phy51cal o
1mp11cat10ns, as“ﬂn the followxng quotatlon-?“ . i

o te

'In one day, in one’ moment T. should rather have el T
" sald, ‘she. [nature] ‘became an universal blank' - o
- to te,- and,  though from a different cause,. yet K T T I
with- an effect as dlfflcUlt to remove, as ..o . SRR S
bllndness.ltself 40-- T T P

Sometlmes the “terrlble moment" has spec1f1c sp1r1tua1 :
1mpllcat10ns as 1n hlS 1ast extant letter, wrltten to LT
‘Newton°' ". . , ‘:’=".'1f us.,-dA o A”"uf”qﬂ'~tf Lo

Your last 1etteﬁ ... served to -embitter, if ' - S
possible, still more ithe.present moment, by a. T Cor e
sad retrospect to those ‘days” when'I thought L T
myself secure of an eternlty... ‘But' I was . -}?_ T T
little aware of ‘what.I had to‘expect, ‘and. that I T '
a storm was at hand’ whlch Ain’ one terrlble et

R 38Cowper to Lady Hesketh, Jan; 22,?179§$“Corr.;; s ;*;j,_iﬁ
1V, 496~7. T LT T T

39Coner to Lady Hesketh, May iS,;i?S?:'COrr;; o nﬂ"'f:'f.b:

h T ' e

4 \

'ni.";u.’:“;

40Cowper to Lady Hesketh, cct.;13{f17gg;quﬁr;,_
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7 moment: would darken, and in another'stlll mo§¢ lf . L_'.:

terrlble blot out ‘that prospect -for - ever.4}

Cowper 1n 1786 glves the specmflc date of thls horrlble

. . PR ..
':ewentof CoLh e 'j R )
ol

v .

ﬁ... my snuff box, etc.,vfrom Anonymous on the

24th of January, on which’ day, twelve .years. ago, C

- I plunged into- a melancholy that made‘me almost
.an - 1nfant 42

SO - 2 N
‘"' A M +
MR

Parallellng the notatrons of the Pterrlble moment"

«,\,

in the Correspondence, the Rev John Johnson kept a dlary

~

in. whlch he recorded the dream-Ilfe of Cowper from -;ﬁfﬂ”,:r:'

November 15 1797 untll Aprll 23 1709. The phy51cal

- 1mpllcatlons of Cowper s problem are overwhelmlng 1n\the

LN

executlon 1magery of the dreams.i In these dreams Cowper

v v A -

- constantly ant1c1pates personal executlon., ThlS expectatlon

5 . L4

\'1nten51f1es on and near the annlversary\of ‘his, "fatal AT

7,

selzure" January 24 1773 and the “fatal dream“.near the' o

end of February, 1773 In order to see Cowper s pre—- ;

occupatMOn w1th executlon and the progréssron apparent 1n

the dreams I 115t excerpts from a number of the dreams

.—-————-—-v" N

along w1th thelrtrespectlve dates as they appear 1n the Dlary 515

v ‘ . ,,..-.

S 41COWper to ‘Rev. John Newton, Aprll ll 1799{uCorr?,f
19, 506,. 7. . S

. ... .- . ..
k)

4 COWper to Lady Hesketh, Aprll 3, 1786. Corr.,
III,;9r T know no. adequate explanatlon for the’ dlscrepancy
inthe number of years. ‘More than thirteen- years ‘'had gone,

j«by since_ January 24, X773, . erght S authorlty for thls 3f{="y}ﬁjlﬁ

1etter was Southey Y i ,

- . . T " l' .~
v [ C A . Y
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"‘éﬁl ﬂ"~December_23,"l797 ;uMonday i will be the day of
g A A executlon .

‘uJanuaryLl,'l798 S | dreamt that I saw" ac rpenter o
- § work,  and asked’ him: 1What was .
R e ". ., he doing? -He was .preparing for-
e e s “‘my Executlon, he: sald!'\ :

N % 1$January»3,flz98 - I saw myself—represented\by a

o : R Black-guard.... follow1ng a dung-
o Bl ‘cart that was™ leadlng hlm to
L ”ﬁzxy.'::} : 32‘-;”_1 :'vExecutlon.. T Sy R ot
SRR g Q*January 21, 1798“-_;The Twenty-fourth..- o

) January 24 1798 " Dreant that he shuld be the:
Y L ‘~--mockery and.the Jest 'and the '
. ,’ YC‘ . Co AVlCtlm of popular fury 1n a moment
f January 25 17§§}3 I despalred of mercy 1n the year
o R ) ‘5".seventy three., L ‘ *
e February 14 -1798-.'1 saw—myself walklng to executlon
; T’February 28,-1798_: They are g01ng to take upon them- _
. . , o < . selves the. offlce of publlc
' AP 33_, = Yy execution ' , -
‘ﬁﬁ_Marchtfiil798:; ; ~IH3L, am gdlng ko executlon..f )
o T | dreamed that i was walking-in .- B
© < .- ¢7 7. the sunshine,'and walking to_ . "
. Lo "+ - execution - and now I-am going
.~ ot V1nto sunshlne to walk to- executlon
T - a_: Marchfio,;1798 o .They are ‘he Executloners I saw-
ey SN ‘ PR people standlng round the Pulplt .43 4
March 23, 1798 ; The Executloner S mark E
'..\4 . . o N
, March 27J 1798 o ‘the day that ‘you have ordered for
Lo e - . a “imy executlon. h ‘ ' .
S March 29, 1798 "f._Mr. C- had dréamt that he was
ARREFARE ‘ o o going to executlon.v.
L N —
f}. = ’ S . . | . | "fA
. “43The pressure from an ecc1e51astlca1 orlgln should
" be noted ) . . . .

e T




I

- —"‘ ; > : . e ." . .. 22.. .
opos g .
’ May'3;,l798': J.Tw111 be . the Lre direful execution
. ‘\f. ' o that ever wasj Lo
' = R B R
v May ll 1798 " I must go-to tte Place of 'execution.
May 25 1798 .. The Executioners are come. 44

In hls poetry Cowper [} barren, frultless-tree

1magery comblnes w1th the executlon 1magery V1c1ously

_‘v

P ¢‘““ '.- What" is- weak,. -
Dlstemper 4, or ‘has” 1ost prollflc pow rs,’

o Impalr'd by age, his unrelenting hand o o
V~.,Dooms to‘the knlfe..;. S

. ~the sapiess branch
. ‘Must fly befgre the knlfe, the w1ther'd leaf
"~ Must be det&ch'd.,u45,

;'_ﬂf . After January l, l773 Cowper never entered the :ﬁa'“

5 A}

Ll oo

¢

-‘.HlS word for hls non attendance was "exclusron"

‘the sin by whlch T am excluded from the

'w1th hlS knlfe, Cowper pruhes the barren branches 1n nature~

Y '

"_Church of God for the remalnlng twenty—seven years of hle e

,flee. Thls, I. belleve, 1s related to the "terrible_moment"

b

pr1v11eges I once -enjoyed, you would accounth'f

. . no.sin, you would even tell mé that it was .a.
"~ -dufy. ... you will think me mad,.... I have

. - not even asked a ble551ng upon .my food these'

- ‘ten years, nor do I expect that I shall ever

v &

”ask it agaln

44

:“ dreams, voices, and notices of the poet Cowper.
. MS..'Add. 5993 (microfilm), pp L= 33 Subsequently referred
‘to as Cambrldge Diarx ' //,a : . s

45

o 46 Cowper to- Rev Wllllam Bull, Oct 27
—Corrf' II' 15 e . . - .

John Johnson, Pro et Contra. A’ drary'kept of the ﬁ:'

.Cambridge,

i} The' Task ~r11, 11 414 417, 613 615 " Poems, -
pp. 173, 1"77 "

178%flffﬂa

"
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R
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Yet .'Lt is certa:x_n that Rev] John NeWtOn never excluded

' hlm from “the Church fe'llowshlp, rather he appears to have ’

4 encouraged CowPer to re301n the fel,lowsh:.p We can

\4

.,conclude thls from CowPer s ’own -letter- ;
If I am recoverabla, why am I thus?. why ,
.crippled and made useless in- the.church, ....
why cashieréd and turned out of serv1ce, e
There is a ‘mystery in my destructron, and in .

~ t:.me it shall be expla1ned.4«7 :

¢ v

For what reason it is that I am thu.s48
3 excluded, ... 1s known to Godb only..
. I never can forget for a, moment mny exclus:.on
from the church of God and from all. communion
"with HJ.m 49 .
ol

\'.“

From Cowper S Correspondence, Ne.wton s Corresp_ondence

and 1ary Cowper s Splrltual DJ.ary, and Newton s Funeral

‘ Sermon50 for Cowper 1t is poss:.ble to reconstruct - .‘ _

4-’Cowper to Rév. John Newton, Jan. 13, 1784 Corr.

IT, 147 . In this letter the llfeless'“stake"_ with no -
. "leaf" or "blossom” are related. to Cowper S- be:.ng
‘ "cashlered out of servrce" .

‘.q

. .48
111, 40 41,

4

! .

_ 49
v, 283 -4,

[' 30 We do not. have Newton s Funeral Sermon. preached
Cim May, 1800 However, the. notebook of Hannah Jowett
“with-its r'\gtes on Newton's sermon is, extant; - The notes
are contalned J.n Mary B Whltmg s "A Burnlng Bush".

Cowper to Samuel Teedon, Aug.~ 27,“ 1792:'Corr.,- "

’

cowper to Rev. John Newton, May 20, 1786: corr., .

‘.é3fi

L

.
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L :
RE i k]



oM

Cor "terrlble moment" and to reconstruct also the order of_the

can at least be hypothetlcally determlned." . ) N -_ A

'\; together in. the .afterimon.s._1 On January 2nd. Newton spoke L : 7'{( -

I3
't -

Sl

hypothetlcally the cxrcumstances that preCLpltated the

most slgnlflcant events in. Cowper s 11fe durlx‘{g the crltlcal SRR

years of 1773- 1774.: I belleve that the “terrlble moment“
: ¥

" is 1dentlca1 wn.th that whlch 1s\alluded to by the term -

. - » - . .
P S @ AR T B PR S 2 S TR (D U S W

SRR

"_the,_ sacrn.f:.ce of Abraham“ ’ W.‘Lth hls reconstructlon I»

Pt

. "o . -

belleve t.hat the nature of thls "expensa.ve act of obedlence" h L
R R

P S S X

’- . On New Year s Day, 1773 in Olney Church COWper ' o -

heard hls last sermon._ Newton and Cowper had had tea ‘ ; .;

of "an affllcting and Crltlcal dlspensatlon at Orchard '
Slde", Cowper s home. ' On-Sunday, January 3rd -"appearances '- o
) were worse" "52 ‘On January Sth New.ton determlned o take . ""‘_? C,
dally walks w1th Cowper.,, Newton mentxoned one . partlcular : . " '\ ’«‘3
. walk 1n the snow': - T ;'“: - Lo T
’ I remember one time- we were walklng together .
.in'a very deep’ snow; ‘the weather was remarkably, CL s
severe. - He desired me to stop and I observed = ' R &
-the sweat drop from hig face, occasroned by the A Ty
( agony of h.‘LS mlnd K o g o o T
e 5‘1 e bl . Ce
Whltlng,‘op._ c1t., B ,306. ‘ N - N
> : 52J051ah Bull, John Newton of Olney and St. Mary Sl
Woolnoth (London. Rel. ‘Tract- Soc., 1868) ., P 184 . R
".Whltln_g*,. op. c1t.,' .p. 306. . oo :
- e L
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A After twenty seven year.s why should Newton S

er-a, partlcular cup of tea or a part:.cul(ar walk ‘in, B

the snow and thmk them slgnlflcant enoﬁgh to warrant e e

- P o Sy -

mentlon 1n the Funeral Sermon in’ 1800 unliess the tOPlC of =

RS N - -
e P A A Y e

‘\

} N ;;E
PRI
conversatron at each of these was of prlmary 1mportance? Cf_ R E‘;
Slnce 1765 Cowper had made hlS home w1th the Unw:.ns, fJ.ISt s - :
2 R - e
at Huntlngdon untll the death of Rev. Morley UnW1n 1n L - J)
l7§7 and now w1th Unwm s w1dow and“thelr chrldren at’ _: T e b
e -"\*" " R g
Orchards“S*de 1n Olney Wllllam Uriw:.n, the son, had become SR j!
Rector of . Stock, Essex 1n 1769.» M:Lss Susanna Unw1n, the el ?";':"‘ 4
- 1‘:'. ';"‘ ’, LI &
daughter, was engaged to marry the Rev Matthew Powley._ U |
Wlth the dwindl:.ng hods‘ehold there was eV1dent soc1al and E
) relJ.gJ.ous pressure that Cowper marry Mrs. Unwm..‘ Both ;i :
_. . |, A0 _1_./; R H
) Mrs Unw1n and Newton entertam‘ed the v1ew that Cowper
Lt .‘~ T '_.,(. - o
planned to marry . _ BRI - LT
T Now the. edJ.tor of thJ.S volume is. able to state / f —
.. o« that he has agaln and.. agaln heard" his father say
..+ - that "Mr, Cowper . and. Mrs. Unwin were" betrothed : . ;
© ... and -dbout to be marrled when the lil’erlgn/cbol L e it
- return. of "Mr. Cowper's malady in - prevented L e T B
the . accompllshment of 't purpose, and, " . . - . R ¥
.- - .moreover, .that i § Mrs. Unwin herself who .. B A
S 'made this _stafement to his. grandfather— 54 ' T gr
. T b .'lll.'.lllll-IIII.Illl‘.ll!‘..'.llll'.Illl.'.A; " N KIS :f;,?:
e /~/'They were congenial spirits, unitéd in the . .- .- e e
.. ¥ .-faith and hope of the dospel, -and ‘their-intimateé. /. - - <. T

and -growing frlendshJ.p led them in ‘the course of
‘four or five years to -an engagement for( marriage, ° R
L which was well known: to me, and.to most of :their - =~ "7

LU .
A

-and, my frlends, and was to have ‘taken place ina .. " e

: ! ! tw, o .:" - L . e ’. ’ ' ‘l" ’ ’__ Tl ' ..‘W_‘-..”, i ‘- ;4‘,

K L . / ) o ) W ) ' i ' T ' - \{/:) . 5-,

- T T " - - T ) . ) .. -:__.C" b

54'l‘he grandfather was Rev.- William Bull, Cowper s e
correspondent - L S : ) IEENPSIORPE PR
Co S e . R . L S Y

- - - M N A “ P ke . - .4"

EARS
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N . .o ) - . - _ I _- R .——_" 5 . et ] %
2 - 2 PO ;
Lo R i?ew months, but was prevented by the terrlble S -
N g . malady whlch seized h1m about that tlme.55 L o
o It s, entlrely poss:.ble that on New Year s Day, R

" P 1773, not one of even the closest frlends of COWper 1n ' ' Coi- oo g
a : Olney knew of -hls ppss;.ble phys:.cal "malformatlon" and the . ’e
L consequent J.mpossrbn.llty of the fulflllment of marrlage. . DR

SEFLEN I woulcl suggest that durlng the tea on New Year s. Day,and

. - s Lo ; 3
,also duErlnq the 31gn1f1cant walk 1n the snow, Newto b
/have been tl'rglng Cowper to marry Mrs. Unwm :Ln order to : B f;
av01d gos,slp Cowper d;Ld feel llke a hutnted anlmal a -',;"‘ : "z*;
. : T L I PSP
the the éf Jtl%e "dreadfu‘l momen't" ' That thn.s’ itl.ia,tion', R
was assoc1ated w:.th Mrs. Unwin is ev:Ldent from Cowper gL T Ny
N - e -~ ~ ) T - “,";’,rr <, ) !“ o .' - ;'. ‘u
confess:.on J.n the Splrltual Dlatrof 1795. ‘*" e
- —. . c . . : - B - . “ . Ha
L .t T ova e W v /R = - -

o Itis: I who ha den. the hunted - hare, and’ .
.He\who t “me- outtto be“-hunted . .- S o
C 7 in her- fom,,my lowve, of cwhom was [one of] o=t
T my ‘most- fafal snarels],. télls. me~w:.thout S I T

- disguise; that- she detests me.36) oLt T T e 8

PP . . - J .

P .o'.a--."----oooo----.C.l’nn--c-..-.nov-o-ooo- " . R ' i
..+ Could'stthou see me: ‘entangled as I wag, . and” '1 BT
‘zo - spe/me.'so entangled.with'such a drsadful - R
T .Hmoment approachlng as must necessar:.ly decﬁ : e
- . my fate for ever. ., o o, ) Cooe LT _{;,»;‘j-“i'f

.- s o C)
. 'Jlllf"'.....l.'..-......'.'...l..“.l.l......

. © . :I-have been-a poor Fly entangled in a: thousand R PO
L webs from the beg1nn1ng.57 S P

- - v — ~

, e Bull E ‘cit.y, p 192 LR e 3

T e AR 56Mrs. Unwln had several strokes that resulted in- Cohaol

o ' part:.al paralys1s. < S ’
R 57SpJ.rJ.tual D;Lary, pp.’ 494 495. The - brackets. . - .
o 1ndlcate deletions made by COWper 1n the Orlglnal. e
; ¢ 1. o ‘ S T
H ) n - T L :
: . ) IPH iy &} &
o PP
,i;,,..\ )
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aps, Mrs Unwm, ha\d.,no‘ L

e

X 1nd1cat10n of deper' ' ear:ftr]: secret untJ.l the e ‘\ S

"threatenln 2 ppéa ance" of January 24 1773 . Newton \ S
ma re»f@ to thJ.s most en:.gmatlca cn.rcumsta’nce ina ’ :Z Sl

S
- L.
= 'co . . —_— st .

/on commrtal manner 1n hlS 1arz- ST Vo

LR EE EUPUY STL T

ot
< 0

: ‘Sunday; 24th A‘ K_dry alarmlng turn roused us .,' U P
.+ from our beds, ard -called us to. Orchard.-8ide: ;. .~ 2 .07 T e
> . at feur in’ the morning. - T stayed. there: tJ.ll AR ' '
. eight; before. which time the- threatenlng A T R PO
, ~ -:appearance, went. entirely’ off, and now thmgs Ce e e
© rémain- much"as they were,58 AR TP L S

._. N .-,

1A

.
et
ft AR

e R )

m‘,, a . N . . . ~‘ . . '.'

s

u 1~
- Iﬁ thl'S event on January 24 1773 was an attempt

(%4 F

at sumlde,»why doesn'

'

Newton state that cleaerly in his- -

NN

SRR TR

fear 'that someone would read h1“s dlary at a. later date.
In hJ.s OWn personal ﬁemon' Cowper had g:.ven 1n vnud _‘-;,-“-',

etall hJ.S professed attempt at su1c1de 1n 1763 Newton,

oo

s

.1“
,': 11 3 — D .

possessed one of the orng.nval copJ.es o,f thls Memo;r.59 ERSE RIS

' e : ."“ \’ B -;.-”_“" ' -.\ E

k3 The absence of any spec:.f:.c J.nformatlon concerm.ng the . P

o “temptat:.onv" 1n Newton s Dlary increases the sense of s ‘a
4 . R 1‘,.’ o I Lo . ". ’- s ) . - 1_. ".' . . ’ . ' .,' J"A"‘ ' :’ ";:
Cowper s enlgmatlc character, L '. v “; ST T e SRR

. , ,' . ) .t R . R . S »0. . . \u:

B For any enllghtenment concernlng the natur;e of ) IR

- the "threatenlng appearance" or the "dreadful moment"‘we—

B T W _ _ .

St ‘58' AT : N ol e

R ;:“"‘; _-B‘u'l‘l /. O ‘_, E C.‘Lt. ¢ P (.185 e T ' R

'59Ma1‘1rlce J. Qu:.nlan (ed )¢ "MemSir of. Wllllam
Cowper Proceecflngsrof the American Ph.‘LlOSQPhJ.Cal Socn.etx, . SO ,
Vol.- 97, NO, 1 4 (September 1953) 5 p 363 IR L
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mustﬂexamlne agaln the prlvate Splrltual Dlary of 1795°

3
L] -

: ;Thls document deflnltely alludes ‘to two separate crlses.sq

Thg nature of the second crisis- is. SpelelC 1t is the

¢ o -

. attempt at- "su1c1de" %n l773 and is referred to as .the -

z_’
v -

non—performance of a task""and a “crlme" that he was, & -

. - 4
-Stlll allve. Death was out of reach because of the

- -

v1gllance of h;s frlends. The farst.cr1s1s was’ eight “"

months preylous tU the attempted SUlCide. It is called

2,

Cowper é "fatalmfall", the "flrst mlscarrlage"; the "sln‘

.

Commltted"‘ ‘a "catasﬁfophe"_ and ahﬁdreadful moment" T .

Though no detalls concernlng the flrst Crl$lS are. revealed

the "dreadful moment“ 15 obvmcugﬁy a p051t1ve commltted '
— o ~ '.

R /

f actlon in ﬁgptrast.to the fallure to’ commlt SUlGlde 'whlch'

was the ”nOndperformance of <a task“ EXplalnlng why he had

& falled 1n the second CrlSlS" he ‘alludes. as follows to" the ;r

-

5 . .
*» A il s,

aearller&,event- o T S . ' L

- N L . . - * . - . .- o
R N . . . . . . . T
K =, ) f . R . . . ,
. . 7/ . . - .

60Cowper produced the agonlzlng confessional - called°‘

the Splrltdhl,Dlary in-1795, 1mmed1ately befqre he left
‘Weston Underwood for Norfolk, where he. spent” tHheé’ remalnlng
'flve years of his life in thé care of ‘Reve Jotin «Johngon. -
Kenneth Povey, to whom we.are indebted for. this. fraghentary

dlary, ‘has telescoped the two-crisds and belleves that - &;l

Cowper refers- only to hig’ attempt at -suicide.. .Povey says’.
'-“the 51n ‘that-had edrned him: this unlqué‘dlstlnctlon was:
“his - fallure, through lack of* falth, t0 commit SUlClde when

unmlstakably bidden to, do so by God himself.! [p. 493] e

"With-all due respect, td Povdy's 'scholarship, T stiTl’ bélleve
“that a careful reading. reveals ‘the outlines-ofi twd eﬁents.“

- Newton' also seems to telescopeAthe-"sapraflce ‘of. Abraham"
with the attempted surlcide in October, 1773.: I believe.

that Newton' s, reason for doing ,this-Was'.that «the. “threatenlng

appearance" of January 24, l773 wasyv1rtuallg unmentlonable.-

. ;
P T . : ’ . IR * , - "’

. - .
ST TR T

P
e T T T T
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I perish.as I do, that is, as none ever dld,
. for non-performance of -a task, which I know’
. by afterhexperlence to-have been naturally -
1mposs1ble in‘the first instance; the [flutter
.'agonlzlng pulsation) of the Hheart. unnerv1ng
and disabling the arm entlrely, as it did mlne
' {e¥en] eight months after my fatal fall.
As to the s'econd instance, it was hopeless, L *
“both from the effects of the flrst _miscarriage -
.which had ‘totally . changed my views.and' character,
and as to the third, .it is evident from the
indefinite terms of thé precept, that it was-

neuer-de51gned for any thlng but a snare to me.61

The flrstﬁgvent though more nebulous than the second
seems to have prlorlty in p01nt of 1mportance.

Can any sin c0mm1tted in so- terrlble and

tempestuous a moment deserve what I must . .
~ suffer? for that first sin ifvolved 1n*1t 627
.all that follow'd as absolutely unavoldable.

The "catastrophe" had deflnlte phy51cal 1mpllcat10ns that

are blamed on the Creator. ;,. . A‘«'.

‘e N -
"

I who must suffer as none ever dld, whatever

"else I may: deserve, have not deserved .80 -
© terrible a- doom, and:He who made me’ w1th
" such a’ probable catastrophe in prospect WOuld
_ have shown himself 1nf1n1te1¥ more merc1fulr

. had he never. made me at all :

'The."terrlble moment" appears in. exaggérated almost

« ] o

1nf1n1te size:

n . - . . ~ .

-

61

Splrltual Dlary, p- 494 The | brackets 1nd1cate
deletlons made by Cowper ip the orlglnal e _
62r55a., p. 494. . .
T S
®rpia., p. 494.  Tooa- L
.\' -
¢ \ - "- .- ' ot \
)
’ v “ T » . Lo
- " .- 4':;'\ .‘- -.\ F) R
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:ﬂh. "~ 0Oh .cruel decree"that'connected such '.”‘ - ' . ;
S terrible consequences w1th the - lapse of a

moment.64 . :

A ot

What exactly was. the "threatenlng appearance" of

\ N . . el

January 24 1773 what were tﬁ“‘effects of the flrst -
mlscarrlage" that changed Cowper s "v1ews and character"- L
- : what were the " ndeflnlte terms of the precept" what was

ihfth '"catasﬁrophe" that was assoc1ated w1th ‘how he was made,

what happened in the "terrlble and tempestuous moment"
what form dld ther sacrifice: of Abraham” take in a mlnd that : R

.y i o
-~-Was 1n a state of 1nfatuatlon llttle short of idlotlsm"°,.
e e . P ' o

D s Cowper wrote of the occa31on-'l' - o B

. “h ) 'i\ I was Suddenly reduced from my wonted rate of .1 Lot
e S understandlng to-an almost childish- 1mbec111ty o

SRR " I did not indeed 'lose my sense% but I lost the

. power to. exercise them, 65 L , . -
In v1ew of Cow;er s preoccupatlon-w;th executlon, thefh._- J' _( } ?J;
;: 1'v1c1ousness w1th whlch he pruned the unprolrflc ‘and barren_ : R h‘%
v branches in nature, the amazrng fact that he felt excluded:

T from the church of God,. the.SOC1al and rellglous pressure o ' L

that hekmarry Mrs Unwin at thls time in splte of ‘his .

-

v

T

6-4Ibi'd., p.~j4.95'.- .
_'?' - 65Cowper to Lady Hesketh Jan. 16,.1786 Corr.,
11, p. 442 . ol S
66Deuteronomy 23 l He that is wounded in the: Con w,'i

stones, or hath his privy member cut off; .shall not enter. -
o 1nto the congregatlon of the Lord '
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y

probable 1ncapa01ty for marrlage, I suggest that the .

* ) ) ’

sacrlflce of Abraham" may have taken the form of an -

. : . _ AT < -
emasculatfgn-67.“ P S

-

My love is slain, .and by my. crlme is..slain,

;- Ah} - now beneath whose w1ngs shall I repose"68

' L= —

Late 1n February,,1773 Cowper had, ‘what Thomas

- Wright calls, the mfatal dream" ' It seems to have been a

b
subjectrve representatlon of Cowper s sense of "damnatlon

-~conf1rm1ng his conscious awareness-

» .My thoughts are’ clad 4n a sobe% llvery, for

L. /the most part as grave as thdt of’a bishop's | .
_ v ‘'servants. They turn too upon spiritual subjects-
‘ ' but the.tallest fellow and -the: loudest  among.
",~ - them all is he who is continually’ érying with,

' .

J AR | had a dream twelve years ago, before the o
ﬁiv'}'recollectlon ‘of whlch all consolatlon vanlshes.

.. .
f

SRS ) - o - ”l“

' a loud vorce, Actum est. de tey per115t1'59-~ s

'.:-

T —

ﬁ.EMaurlce J Qulnlan, Wllllam Cowper A Crltlcal

" Life. (Mlnneapolls. Unrversrsy of Minn. Press, 1953)..
" Subsequently referred to as

«

Crltlcal‘Llfe., Quinlan does -

speculate in a footnote (p. 43) on the p0551b111ty of an
. emasculatlon. However, he. does~not ‘associate it with the
L . "sacrlflce of Abraham". I belleve that, if Cowper accom—

"
v

wrltten by Cowpet during the derangement of 1773 and

’ recorded by Mry George Dyer in hlS Hlstoryfof Cambrldge.

> L '
; F

o 69Cowper to Rev. John Newton, Aug('Ql, 1781:
D 343 ~"l A S L .

¢

1.
v

‘ 70
X Co11,- p 366 S

Py . . . . . . * »

“Lifé and Works, I, pp: 258-259. Lines.

Corr.,

v

Cowper to Rev.\John:Newton,.Oct..16t_1785;'Corrr,:e

AR

w
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'Newton's vicarage. Cowper could not be persuaded ‘to leave i..‘i. P

’ untll thlrteen months later.

,lasted for about seven years?lin early October, 1773,.

.-while the Rev. and Mrs. Newton Were on a. Journey 1nto'

‘ s - ’
R - . . {
, 32
v ' . \ &
. M « - . . . A ) o N L. . Vot
14 ot T ’ H o - .

R D
In April, 1773, Cowper and Mrs. Unwin moved into".' o

-In splte of Mis. Unwin's constant vigil whlch o - ' '-'E

K
‘> A . -t
e

Warw1cksh1re, Cowper attempted the su1c1de to whlch I have = ... .7

£

. referred.' Thls was: the second major event outllned 1n the‘fJ PR
- ‘ . . ! . N

Splrltual Dlary,.elght months after “Elie . flrst CrlSlS‘ .; ?-
. ~ " 3

What- opportunltles of Sulclde had I “while - ‘u-"‘ T SR
there was any Hopej except a mlserable,' a Lotk

' most miserable moment, in 737 ... How -

are such opportunities to be found where Tt e
the' intention 'is known, watch d and- guarded Lo e ey
against?’Z _ - OSSR

>

In the spr1ng Cowper worked 1n ‘the garden. .Qn” :135'5i<

’ May-S 1774 Mlss Susanna Unwin was flnally marrled to_~: :;.»>. "
the REvV. Matthew Powley It has been establlshed that. " -. ‘, .
Cowper s relatlonshlp w1th MlSS Unw1n was never harmonlous.73 "h

”‘F;nallyh on May 14;11774 74 Whlle Cowper was feedlng the ;

jl T ‘a B “- h” Cr -.A .‘ '. "‘ .‘,‘ ‘ : ',A:-.. s~ ' '.' . caT '.' ‘ ‘:.. “‘I ' ;I.".I
Whiting, op. cit., pf.306._ . A L I
) ;Splrltual Dlary,-pp. 493-4., _ , ' ' ' o
L 73Thomas erqht The. Llfe of. Wllllam Cowper (New e ;’-’.;(
York: Haskell House), Reprint of 1892 edltlon pp 253—
254 . Subsequently referred to ‘as Llfe.' , S . .
74ibid., p;-214. S T T
~ § - B 4
. ot ;
; v : L







had been born 1nto a Chrls.tlan home. :

- . S ) :
v S . :
: 7'" CHAPTER "THREE .
oL - COWPER'S FAMILY - .'v. - " o

" 1 M‘ot‘her a'nc‘l‘"-Fa'ther“_ - )

Greater far than the prlde that Wllllam Cowper |

coultd have rlghtfully possessed because of royal and

t11terary pedlgree was hlS personal satlsfactlon that he

°

My boast is not that I deduce my blrth
From loins-enthron'd, and rulers of the earth
. But higher far my- proud pretensions rise-; = -
- '.,'The son of parents pass d into the skles. .

A

”;_The Cowper famlly could boast of a. dlstlngulshed ancestry
whose descent could be traced without 1nterrupta.on to the

‘.tlme of Edward Iv." HlS great—-uncle, Wllljoam Cowper, f.‘LI‘St

-

: -Ea’rl. Co_wper, had been tw1ce Lord Chancellor of Great o

éri't'a'in.' Since SlI‘ Wllllam Cowper, the °f1rst holder of thev
. féimi‘-lﬁz’ tltle nearly every Cowper was connected w1th both
' ::pollthS and poetry,.- HJ.S mother, Ann, daughtep of Roger

-'__Donne of Ludham Hall Norfolk possessmg ‘an equally

- o

o 1llustrlous ancestry, was supposed to ‘be descended from

Klng Henry III through four dlfferent llnes and from

R Dr. John Donne, Dean of St Paul s, : the great Engllsh poet o

. . . . I

' D . 9 . . .
" ' &" LR . : - * [ . oot
D AR .- . . . -

L

-l

Lo i, "On the Recelpt of \My Mother s Plcture" '1_1. 1.l08—“
- vlll Poems,-p 396 o - P
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- Lt . ' v . .t i A . .
6 . - . ; .-

llttle Wllllam, was a "past ral house", for the Poet S
father was Rector of St. Peter S Church at Great
Berkhamstead, Hertfordshlre, and chaplaxn to George II.

‘ Where once we dwelt our .name is heard no more, -

'f Chlldren not’ thlne have trod my nurs' ry floor,, .

e That once. we - call’d ‘the. past'ral house our own.~-
Short llV a possessron'2 ' -

B

. Both the mother, made 1mmortal by the poem of her son, and'

{
.

the home were short—le d posse551ons"{t After~31x TA'

)

pregnanc1es and seven chlldren, there were only two

"isurV1v1ng chlldren, Wllllam and John._ Wllllam[was only

- ' six years old when ‘his mother aied, only a few days after gfﬂi:

i

the blrth of " John.‘-fﬁ,.s‘fx‘l - :‘.A'} R fc”;

'?1; o Though Cowper 1dollzed her-memory and craved a

mother substltute untll he dled, the memorles necessarlly

were, only of a dream-llke character. He remembered her \

\ 2

nlghtly VlSltS to h1s bedroom and her "vesture 5. tlssued
flow rs"3, he remembere the hearse that had taken her away,

he remembered the falseness of the nurses who had promlsed

B ‘
\

her return ' These were the fragmentary memorles of a 51x—'
F * A . . T ’ - a‘

year old boy.

0 Zpial, 11, 46-7, 53-4:'p. 395. -

¥ 31bids, 1. 075, . . -

35 .

and prlest. . ,. ‘A N : W ‘ . | .‘ o ."'. .‘ | .

_.1-,0-

The Cowper home, a, Chrlstlan sanctuary for the shy.~"'
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:.,1; Perhaps no Chlld needed the protectlve care of a:

mother and the securlty of the nursery more than the young :

Wllllam.. Yet at seven years of age he was exposed to‘gu

¢ l

r1d1cu1e and abuse at Dr Pltman 5" School at Market Street.

'He reveals hlS llfe long oplnlon of hlmself-

'

Wretch eVen then, llfe s journey just—begun.ﬁj

He was a Wretch at 51x and a- wretch at sr&ty, when he wrote
‘he. poem,ﬂ“On the Receipt of my Mother s Plcture ;‘”N

‘"Love by absence" became'"chlll ‘d 1nto respect“- as the‘f

L . Lhl. \

,,,,,,

<

'to the publlc school Forty years 1ater Cowper gave advrceﬂg

v"

to Rev. Wllllam Unwln\concernlng the educatlon of Unw1n s ,:?.:

a‘

sonst Through thls correspondence we can see what happened.m

VoL .
r

to the relatlonshlp between Cowper and‘his father.,"
. At elght or nlne years of age the boy ‘goes’ to

- school.  From' that moment: -he . becomes a stranger

- in his father ‘s ‘house., The course of parental
kindness ‘is intercepted. . The smiles of his-
mother, the tender’ admonltlons, and the 5011c1tous

‘dare 'of both his parents, .are no. -longer before s

his eyes,»year after ‘year -he feels himself more 'j o

-and more detached from thém; till at’ last heis. . ... . .

.50 effectlvely weaned from thé connectlon as’ to
"find himself: happler anywhere than in’ their. -
;company 6 o A

“41pid.,. 1. -24: p. 394.
'S“TirociniumW,‘l.:$761 Poems,.o. 254n4 e

LY

‘orr,,- 1,~ 238.

o

Cowper to the Rev. W1lllam Unwin, Sept.yl7}le§Q:"'

N S



Co e :. ‘“';;.“ Sl e '3]-A L e ~'."' TS
L L. . .
HlS father s care had represented a securlty from---

[y

:,embarrassment and harrassment. Wltness Cowper s exposure AR i

to. shame at Dr Pltman S: school- ”"; T

W '3u He blushés, hangs hls head, is: shy and strange, - . -
. " . No longer takes, as once, with, fearless ease; . :
His fav'rite 'stand between his father's knees,
But seeks. the corner of some distant seat,. )
o ' BAnd -eyes .the door, and watches a retreat,
E ' And, least familiar where he should_be most, R s
S . .'Feels all hls happlest pr1v1leges lost L
R} ° e \ - N T
7yfﬂ.* DR The severed.relatlonshlp between father and son '
o ‘ , : , ~ ] . . :- . ) PR
hardened 1nto a. sub—consc1ous bltterness._ P o
vAlas,\poor boy'~- the natural effect ‘ A o
- 0f ‘love by absence Chlll'd 1nto respect R

,nghOu Well deserv st an allenated son,,--

e

.UI-..u-...'x..---olo.ul.l.on..c.l-.lnn-lo

.. Add too,.-that, _thus’ estrang d, thou canst, obta;n : R
. "By no 'kind- arts his’ confldence again; .. - Y
.- .That here. -begins.with most that long: complalnt co
Lo o nof:filial’ ‘frankness 1ost, and love grown faint, . - e Sl
S . v.Which, oft neglected, in life's. wanlng years - . T T
P f A parent pours 1nto regardless ears.® - .. . L AR

v

:Cowper had wanted 1n valn what he could not have-“-
i 9.

: E iﬁ’f Father, and frlend and tutor,,all 1n one,,

:iﬁ@: '"__it °Though Wllllam 00wper would have been_too -"' - ; B

ﬂgentlemanly to have admltted 1t,10 the elder Cowper had an'

/ ~ S Coot ot e
QY ' R . ;

EETH . .

7T'Tlroc’:.ha.um ll;'5684574v Poems;_f 254 o R,
BIbld.,_ll .575;5 579, 585-590: pp. 2542255 . v
Ibld., 1. 544"p. 254 ";‘ - ST o N

: lQH K. Gregory ""The .Prisoner and His Crlmes" S }" _uhﬁﬂig
,therature and Psychclogy.,' VI (May 1956); pp. 53- -54. e e e jj{@
Gregory saysy "The true ambivalence of Cowper's feelings - . R
ﬂx; - toward ‘his father’ ‘is. never openly admltted ‘but’ 1s often ' : "
P lndlrectly betrayed. : “54 S ST

' . RN L - ;
[N » . . , i .- B PN




e "estrang'd"”and:"allenated-son" ”‘John Cowper; ‘the father,

LTy

had been dead twenty—flve years when hlS son wrote thlS .

poetry and dedloated 1t to- young Unw1n.n Unwin took Cowperﬂs ,

adVLce and tutored hlS sons. s>

" Peace to the mem'ry of a’ man of - worth, , L
K man of letters, and of manners toa!. A St
- Of. manners; sweet as virtue always wears,:
' When gay good-nature dresses-hér in. smiles.
. . Heé grac'd a college, in which order - yet . .
.. Was’ sacred and; was honour'd, lov'd, and wept,
‘ By more than one, themselves consplcuous there.

dear to each other. John, "skllled in the Latln,_Greek .

-and Hebrew languages," a. perfect master of French and

-t

' whlle he was at St Albans durlng the derangement of 1763

' Martxn Madan had been able to help Wllliam splﬂﬁtually.

Unlver51ty, had been most attentlve to Willlam s.needs

Although‘he d1d not share Wllllam s eyangellcal v1ews, he

"t

was nevertheless sympathetlc and was thankful that Cou51n

\

‘_Itallan,lz and a Fellow of Bennet College, Cambrldge

'

g

-

A 'r"

s John Cowper - C Y

I had a brother once - E -

11

e

-

t

~

Durlng the Huntlngdon perlod the brothers v151ted eaeh

¢

. other once or tw10e a week. ‘However, durlng the perlod of

John s last 1llness, we see the equ151teness of thelr

v -

1802),

“”.'\-, T o

}lThe Task, II,-llg 7804787}'Po ms,,pp;_h§273g"
12
p 7

. l
s B B
. n ’
" -
' :
z
’ »
- — LY
.
Py

The brothers, W1111am and John Cowper, were very.,v:"«

Wllllam Cowper, Adelghl (Londl' s Ci whittingham,’ @i;.f
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- . ‘ . ; . . . -~

relatlonshlp, asVW1lllam abandoned hls usual shyness in f:w T. ii» T?F §
seeklng the evangellcal conver51on of his brother. He‘was-'-
‘ rewardedrn on the‘tenth of March 1770, only six days‘,"-6
before hlS death John accepted 1n falth the beneflts of N
the atonement . He, left thlS testlmony of hlS falth o ”,i:;ﬁ ;':3
'What ‘a mercy it .is to a man in my condltlon to S o L

know his acceptance, I am completely satisfied e I
~of mine ... It is built upon a sense of my own.. - . . - = - i ¥

N ‘futter 1nsuff1c1ency and the all suff1crency of R S R

" Christ. 13 % Ll “_i . ,:;J‘:& 4:5‘ft§

. o ;nterestlngly, the brothers were Splrltually ,’ii.f: f‘.,};.f'*g

awakened at approxlmately the same age Wllllam had been' ’rrg“: . 1%

thlrty—two- John was thlrty-three. Mental 1llness had ' 'f:f f;

atfllcted Wllllam precedlnq the tlme of h;s conVersmon,. ) :-,:11;,2?;5§
h phy51cal sufferlng had 1nten51f1ed John 8 sense of need LR

v However, John c0nfessed to hlS brother that he had been a o
: searcher for a long time: f:" o v'.f‘w- R .“:, N ) L

.-~ He had- been flve years enqulrlng ‘after the
o truth ‘that.is, from the time:of my first wisit’
to him after I left St. Albans,- and that, from o o
" the very day of hlS ordination; which was ten - . B b

. Years ago, he had been,dlssatlsfled with his; ... -~ - ‘ Eé
. own v1ews of the’ gospel “,~' o A Y

C ;.' wlthout doubt the cllmax of Wllllam 5t relatlonshlp a Qﬂ 4:%

§ .
W1th his brother was at the time of John s cgnverSLOn. B 'd’~"jﬁf“f;

. . »

. This hath God wrought I... have felt a - "iJ_“ e

joy 'of ‘heart upon the subject of his death lS;T S jh
such as’ I never ﬁ?lt but: in my own ‘conversion.>. T
. . LY A N ‘ N . . . . '
S Ibld., p 2;} ; L S Ly
) 15Cowper to Re.v. Wllllam Unw1n, March 31, 1770 Corr., I, 120.
LT ., , . < N .1 } L e . . ; B
» : _ " o ‘
‘ g B T
B . - - M * DO - . - . P . . -"“\;ﬂ
A ) <o TR TR~ g N
( ’ )!:f' v.i'_lt -‘v’ -



3. Lady Hesketh

-

<

Lady Hesketh, Cowper s first cou51n on™ hlS father s

151de did npt share Cowper s evangellcal fervour. After she’. a
. had read Cowperﬂs account of hlS ewn converslon 1n hrso- f,;;
'personal Memorr in 1768 there was’ a lapse of seventeen ' »;g
— . . a JRN 4
.years. in ‘their correspondence. However, after the B 1hf ; s‘f1 jﬂhé%
' ‘ " by

publlcatlon of The Task and‘Jchn Gllpln 1n 1785, she renewed

s

'ﬂthe relatlonshlp that had been pre01ous to Cowper 51nce - .
. (r. o . " . ) B . . Lo : ',.: ' Lt . I‘
E Westmlnster days' LT 1?5 - E-' ) R :

T

. . N "

1 can truly boast of an affection for you,_‘,f-'%f P PR

..i that heither .years, nor 1nterrupted intércourse, - . . o ';
. ™ have at all abated.... -The hours that I have K - -~ - ‘
_ spent with you, were ‘among the pleasantest of my o .
former days, and are therefore chronlcled 1n my A .
mlnd 'S80 deeply, as’'to- feel 'ho erasure ;-,: A',"T.n Y
. ' ' ‘. .- ‘.-I-.‘A ,.r"‘:‘
- In November, 1786, Lady Hesketh took Cowper from‘ e
S e i TR
,_Orchard Slde, hlS-"Old prison and lts prec1ncts" 17 "deep. S
‘in the abyss of Sllver-End"18 and transferred hlm to .t‘.:: o o
7Pleasant Weston Underwood The home' that had been’ the' . ool e T
[scene of the Cowper-Newton frlendshlp and the 51te of hls .-; :i,;l:f‘ :ﬁ

=

greatest poetlc act1v1ty had x51nce hls'"damnatlon" N .fjxi\”
:pecome the symbol of - hlS splrltual deprav1ty-' ;.fﬁf“ g” e Y

B f16Co§per«tofDadnyesketh, Qct.'lz,'i785g,Corr., IL, o | R
UM l7Cowper to Rev.'John Newton, Nov. 17, 17' Corr., P
111, 105. - . . S It

18"A Poetlcal Epistle"to Lady Austeén®,.

Poems, P 335 . v T ST Lo
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Once,-srnce—w—‘jfft 01ney, I had occasmqn to EERET . 2
| ca11 at our:old dwelling; and pever .did I-see. . -’ - = o0
L. Vso fdrlorn ‘and" Woeful- a . spectacle...ﬁ- The . " ¢ o

c01dness of 1t, the»drearlness, and the dlrt, T

”l" made ‘me "thihk“it .ng inapt. resemblance BE 3 3 L o S
soul that God had forsaken.lﬁ. e > BN e ey

g Aoy

e r
PAEEIN Y

5
N

g

. ; : u: o ”4,‘ e P ti
P ‘r’“ However.uno change of env1ronment nor addrtlon of R, *
H . . M ‘ N

JJ v
(Y "v‘

materlal comforts could permanently change the mental and

Hrrrg

¢ - -

o
XA AT

splrltual condltlon of Cowper.' T erefore, Lady Hesketh

- e

. . [

met w1th a serles.of frustratlons. The cllmax in- hlS S

)
g oy

"-

1

P
HK

25

RSN

famllx/and soclal relatlonshlps and the crest of hlS poetlc-‘:3

%

[

endeavor were ovsr. In 1794 after Mrs Unwxn had had 'ff:

. . . . [N .-
‘_,’ :

repeated paralytlc strokes, shé resented Cowper's care of

h

! w : ’ LI . . et R
LN R . a . . P N P . . o e . K ., i
\ MZCS . UnWln H . . .A' .-' Lo~ » o oo o . . . . . s
) ~ e e o . N PN i} < c . B R L e ST P PSR
T : . .

R : f I have not the smallest ‘doubt-that his concern LT
Lo C for Mrs. Unw1n 8 health and his unwearled N -
Lo " ‘'attention-to her, for a- whole year together\

. : . "laid-the’ foundatlon of his last cruel-attack

R - ‘of the” Spirits’ ln the year 1793 20 RPN L
. ’::r"" - , . Q, , N N M . B ' . . '. . ’ v
'2%5, «M' _" ;} Perhaps Lady Hesketh s major frustratlon was 1n S ‘

el g TR

o : "y RN kB ) : .
ThT the area of hlS poetlc endeavor. After the publlcatlon of T
i v ] " . - \ E','l,
N The Task 1n 1785 Cowper-s majof productlon was a much coee LT B
. ) S T O

R reVlSEd translatlon of Homer 'in 1791 Many of his’ frlends ~g' B

’ - - S

had hoped for orlglnal creat;VLty. Cowper had planned to Lo e

4 L
. 3 —t
. . . b
s . - R - R . W= N . .
o . P . - - . . 3 ' €
N . L K . ‘ 5 3
,
I - . - .
. H oo - . N .. s
te, e . . A Y T O . ., Y
FO <L . . . - h . ; . y
o -

S - Co Cowper to Rev. John_Newton;]Dec.ulq, 1736: J”.'_‘: i. .‘fn
© . Cort., III 127 T . . - o ,

C SRE ‘ R Lt A ';, : .7‘Hf> .:'ff
A "i . 20Lady Hesketh to Rev. Jbhn .Johnson;- Sept. 30 0. ST
. 1800.\Lady Harriot Heskéth, ‘Letters of Lady Hesketh ‘to .the -. 5 -

3}1 Rev. John. 'Johnson, LL.D. Concernihg Their Kinsman William A
e Cowper. the Poet, -Catherine ‘Bodham Johnson, ed. (London: | -~ ° nf'ﬁguz;.lg
R Jarrold & Sons, 1901), p 109, Subsequently referred to L :

S oA
s ' .- ' F. s oo
. as Hesketh Letters. . R ,__‘x A S
o ' ‘o . boe N Lo A (.
- : . . c . i :\\ . 2 L N . i , 5 o £
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fragment$ b ; Ll

Lady Hesketh laments to John Johnsonn : . .
‘.a" L : Lt ..\'v\ S o - -
i - I must obse;ve that nothlng ever equalled m

-, cruel; disappointmént when hav1ng got- the .4

*ages in my hand and ‘seeing ‘'your affectlng A .
document of “left unflﬂlshed" 1-. , P
Q;%En ' f:;' . Certalnly Lady Hesketh oan be credlted w1th part
3 of the 1n1tial enlgma connected w1th Cowper's llfe.z B -

,‘,'Lt is my - w1sh that whlle this' dear Belng [Cowper] ’ s
.+ 18 by M. Hayley's charmlng Pen- consigned - N
Rt *.  to latest Posterity as’the truly.Christian Poet,

i =" nothing should be~bropnght forward that: should _
e . ", cause him to 'be considered as.a Vislonary" o "

1 S vsure he was nelther in. reallty 22

:,nff It 15 qurte evrdent that she dellberately w1thheld 1nformanntf"
o ' W e e SR ;
hat would have glven a much more complete portrayal?of
L. -.® - P ; . : S m. - '
°;;;; ,,;"'As to the letters of our déar Golisin's. to wrs. o
o . - 'Unwin23 which Mr. Hayley wishes:to hhve, I. fear = - o
LA L I cannot- find them! T know I ‘have seen su¢h - VRN
¥ - things but I am pretty sute I left them in . =
e . .London carefully locked ap, ..5 If I.had them -
N - f— however, or should I find ‘them- here, I hy no means - -

_;‘“ : . . ° . S “ Ilfi" “ © e . '
r. . R _ .. - - . — — — L
21Ibld., 3% 103. T RN L
ff - . 22Lady Hesketh to Rey John Johnson, Jan. _,\1802{

3 ”Hesketh Letters, p 114.; o e . . .
. R . "' . 'Z . T " s R - .

s . PR yhether or not Lady Hesketh destroyeduthe Jletters

;i’ from Cowper to Mzs, Unw1n, I. have“not been able- to’ determlne.~ L
23 . Thomas Wright "in his Life of William Cowper quotes from .one
R - letter-and says: "Thig letter is the only one’that has: been

prederved from Cowper to thlS dear frlend [Mrs. UnwrnJ
p. 190 e . ; < P

[ . ° -

produce anothem monumental work called Tpe Four Ages. }The'*e LT

hlch surv1ves contalns only th%rty-elght llnes._“- ;rl

i
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w:.sh them to be prmted, the Style ‘in wh:.ch if- - e
‘I regember they "are written though qua_te flllal S N

is yet too Enthu31ast1c 2 . : c

[ \A ‘.». - ',‘ ° ’ ‘._."' ‘- - :. \u" T B “1.
Notw:.thstandlng, the m:.ss:mg years in- the:.r o

".‘l -

frlendshlp, her frustratlon, and her thhholda.ng valuable

.o

. .

'1nformat10n for Cowper 'S blography, one would dread to ;

- ‘e . . s

1

i

[
thJ.nk of Cowper s 1nf1n1te despalr in hl.s sunset years - ?

without the ‘f1nanc1a1 a1d and lov1ng c-are of Lady Hesketh

\- - . . "

‘and the Rev. John Johnsgw - - T e AR
' 4 b - . - .. o

i . e . o .. . . . ' t
L] . e ey, - : . 1Y . v N

4‘;"}"thn‘dohn'son T R

" Kinsman belov'd, and as a son, by melzs" i ’ N —.
o Durlng much of the last decade of Cowper ] 11fe,. ) .;1'-.‘
the tlme that, he was assoclated with the Rev.-John Johnson,_ R
Cowper was- engaged ~J.n the translatlon and révision ‘of Homer-'
‘The grief is. thls, .that sunk in Horher s mrne / N ~ 3 "} .
I lose my prec:.ous years, now sodn to fall, T
e Handlmg his gold 25 e '
| Most of the last flve years Cowper 11ved w:Lth ‘ '_ . o
‘Johnson—'at East Dereham 'He lov1ngly cared for the aged l K
Mrs. Unw1n untll her death 1n 1796 and for CowPer untll hls '

»t . . . '

death in 1800. ' Johnson has 1eft two 51gn1f1cant manuscr:l.pts '

—i e re
. ' 1'5
AS . ’ o
- . . N L e .

R . . N . . .- .- R Lot et e

e 24 | oy

Lady Hesketh to the Rev. John Johnson, ~Jan. 3,

u1802 Hesketh Letters, pp 113- o T ey o SRR
o John Johnson" 1. 1:'?'oems,'-i>'."422'.l ) ' .

_Ibid».", 11_._9-11’...,.. R ST
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concernlng the 1ast years of the J/ﬁpalrlng Cowper, those

known, respectlvely, as the Cambrldge dlary and’ the.'

Swarthmore aiary, P L 0 e

N e

VA
-

: was a Donne- f“-j.lf }”,r,l5<,~. “ru'vy

i~ Q»There‘!s 1n~me, I belleve, more of- the Donne
... than of the Cowper ... I deal imuch . in poetry, - .
oo as did. our.venerable" ancestor, - the’ Dean’ of.st. ¢ .
.;PauPs, “and.I think I shall. have proved myself e
a Donne-. atfall poxnts 28 : AL

Cowper was back 1n a. nursery—llke

51tuat10n w1th hls beloved “Johnny of Norfolk"

'“ And-Johnson was a Donne.

but by

»’

_.thlS time he was consumed thh 1nf1n1te terror and 1nf1n1te

despalr. “He mined "Homer s gqld" buﬁohe called 1t "dross,

s when balanc d in the Chrlstlan scale "29 There 1s a trlple

~

level in hlS grlef He adV1ses the only son" he would

S . N
. - LT

. . . . " . h ’ B
[ . . . . . - S to -
Lo v ‘ . L0 P A, e R
e ER) + i . N

e , . S .
i 27Of the ;wo dlarles HoXLe Neale Falrchlld wrltes'

“The%two diaries are entirely ‘distinct and were meant: to ‘

perform quite different functionps. ' Instéad of giving an ,
account .of the Lexternal events of ‘Cowper's -last years, as
. does . the Swarthmore dlary, the Cambrldge diary. devotes
‘itself whollly to the” mena01ng dreams which afflicted the-
‘poet, and to the- vblces prophesylng torture .and destruction
which he Lmaglned that ‘he. heard."  Haxie Neale Fairchild,.

' "Addltlonal ‘Notes” on John Johnson's Diary”, *Publlcatmons of..
the Modern Language Assocratlon,aXLIII (1928), Q 57l '

o
o

o
@

v : 28Cowper to Mrs. Bodham, Feb 27,_
ch 43A 5.. T IR I R - v

L}

1790:;9255.,-

. 2 -, - , | ., B ., - o N ,
‘ - . J v
\ . . . i '

i _' ' ;SQ2?"To'qénn Johnson", 1. 12: -Poems, p. 422.

o
S o ‘ R
R N N . . .-'. . B o
4 v P N . . N

CowPer always laked to remember'that his mother . I
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T COWPER'S FRIENDSHIPS - ‘

ki

"4 A clouq of famous names make up the 11

,'fhl{ ‘Westminstér'andvTempleiErieanhips"

of Cowper I

'

frlendshlps durlng hls Westmlnster and Temple 'ays.= "In’

1787 the Rev. John Newton told MlSS Hannah ﬁore that the .

present Lord Chancellor tThurlow], Mr Coleman of the

Haymarket & and late Mr BOnnel ThorntOn, were the three

t

persons wlth whom Mr. Cowper was most 1ntimate, when he

re51ded in the Ternple._'1 A group of seven former puplls

)
1.‘

at westmlnster, calllng themselves the Nonsense Club, dlned

I3

together every Thursday-dur1ng~the Temple days.j Joseph

Hlll Cowper [} 11fe-long frlené who managed-many of hlS .

i
l

flnanc1al affalrs, was elther a member or guest at these

'meetlngs. The "H

L

of all hls money"2 “Charles Chunch111 undoubtedly took

some part ‘in- the act1v1t1es of the socrety 3 Ryskamp

Lo

P L ., . -

lRyskamp, Wllllam Cowper, P 79. Citingtietter'

from Newton to Hannah More, ll May 1787: Mqrgan<MSS-}.ﬂ_Jj

- . R
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says that "Men llke these were among Coner‘s companlons,
-.though we do not know that he was ever espe01ally ar frlend ‘uﬁjj‘rflﬁl-
to churchlll,,. Their rlbald, hard-drlnklngf'fastr11v1ng ".f[;ﬂ*‘T%
days and nrghts were a part of Cowper.s 11fe dur;ng the B

. Temple years. Sl e R

_vContemporarles a1l surpass'd,‘see one,'“‘“hin"umi o SR
‘Short his career, -indeed; ‘but ably- run; . : A N
- Churchilly: himsel unconsc1ops of - hrs pow rs,,%’4 Co i L
“i In benury’ consj ‘4 hls 1dl “hoursr.; T I S
. ; . . . ,..._.--..'”- T
:_Llfted at. length, by dlgnlty .of: thought-*}*'-e co T T
And dint of. ‘genius,  to-an’affluentidlot; - < iV Tl LT

.-u---v‘cao-‘

, He laid his head.in duxury' 8 s0£t lap;. ;sﬁ::»_; AR kq.'“:ﬁé'
~.;And tookr too’ often, there hlS _easy nap.’ ‘:ﬁit,s,:ggggm_fvylg-‘
After the derangement‘of 1763, hls reCOVery,ﬂand hlS ; . "
eVangelrcal conver51on, Cowper turned hls back on London- :,;lf
and the former 11fe~f ' ;n:UK'_ : ._:- 'it;E3} uv; *. f“sﬂfh'Li‘

I have not a. leg that ‘is- not tled to olney, "} 'ff'f . :@;*f
and - if" they were all at llberty, not one of ©o ST

‘them all would hop to London.ﬁ_. D
- o . \ o -4 - N ST ! . RIS - i‘
2. Dr. N Cotton and Rev.vM. Madan o i; R e

- COTTON, whose humanlty sheds rays- Ly :
"~ ..That’ make superlor skill hlS second pralse. e

'{' ' Durlng the derangement of 1763 the frlend, phy5101an, S

and counselor of Cowper was Dr. Nathanlel Cotton/ a’ former 0 "

Ibld., P 94, S T
3 o S“Table Talk“‘ ii:‘670r$,v616;95 poems, p- 15 Ly

AR . . STt By,
‘e 2

POy

. i ; COWper to Joseph%hlll March 16, 1780- Corr.,fI(il77. li.‘ f.

a 7"Hope" .11. 205- Poems ;. p,164l B
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student of med;cxne at Leyden. C0wper was attended at the _'NQ;
doctor ‘s prlvate "Colleglum Insanorum" from December, 1763 \\' o
'~unt11 June, 1765“‘ Concernlng the good doctor Cowper wrote-, -
-I was nat only treated by h1m w1th the greatest ' fz.' ?.
_ .tenderness while I was®ill, and attended with N
* the utmost dliigence, bit .when my reason was ; .
. restored to-me, and I had sa-rmuch need. of a - - N
V.rellglous friend to. converse ‘with ..; the' dootor) e e
was as ready to administer ‘relief £o.me in' this - P R
.. ... articlelikewise, and-as.well qualified. todo it;. N
g'j;\fo'as 1n that whlch was more lmmedlately hls provxnce. ED e
L Although Dr. Nathanrel COtton prov1ded asylum for Vfﬁﬂf;ffﬂf 3?%(
. : P N R R Tl
- the deranged Cowper durlng the restoratlon perlod and - -~ ":ﬁ
' coannced Cowper of the truth of Evangellcal Chrlstlanlty,;nth'“ g
1t would seem that the most outstandlng 1nf1uence on S
. & .
‘Cowper s conversron‘was Rev. Martin Madan.. Madan,- .
"Cowper s flrst cou51n, educated 1n law at Westminster, was ‘ )
s L "i~-'.h.<
a convert under John Wesley. Madan 1n 1763 was "a burnlng e T

'.f.and shlnlng llght" among the Evangellcals.gu “Like -..E‘Z;g.wﬁfio::

“ . PR
. : =r—-._——~~~.

“L“Boanerges, a son of Thunder, he proclalmed the 1aw from

,'the flamlng mountaln, and from the summlt of Zzon s hlll

me appeared a Barnabus, a son of consolatlon.... hlS y

vy

ISR -E SO AL YT T .

'oountenance was majestlc, open,ana engaglng, and his looksﬂf"

.commandlng veneratlon.rgj. hls language plaln, nervous,

3

: ,pleasrng, and memorable, and lis arguments strong, bold,{wiﬁ;u e 5
. 8Coxkper'to.:Lady ﬁesketh,~iul¥;§, 1]65"5Corr., Ir .Inffm' RN
T o 9Cowper to Mrs. ‘Maria,cowﬁeﬁ,}Mar;-ll, 1766: .. ,
Corr., 63 . . VRS i L e .
_. PR . Cr e - e .
hoo 'aikll . T "
D : Y <
- l : . N ...,e...‘ N ) S
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| Madan, a. man very knowledgeable 1n the Hebrew Scrlptures[’ﬂ

. L e N N - . R s
e S L ‘s ' ) )

- . ‘ " . l. . . M . N '
R . . e 3 . . .49 ..
0 N . .- o i}
. N . R - . '.\0 . R . . , .
Lt . . ; ' B . . "

'rational, and conclu51ve hls doctrlnes were drawn from

the sacred fountaln- he was mlghty in the Scrlptures "10_‘

™

e Prev1ous to. Cowper s conversion Madan had -

1ndoctr1nated Cowper w1th the strong tenets of- Evangelical
Chrlstlanlty - orlglnal sin, the atonement, and .

Justlflcatlon by falth. After Gowpen s’ conversron and

" release from St Alban s durlng hlS re51dence at

Huntlngdon, Cowper sometlmes accompanled the e10quent

1awyer-m1nlster on some of hlS preachlng mJ.ssJ.orls.l~2

Q

In 1780 Madan made a: fatal error in hls otherw1se
successful career. Whlle Chaplaln of the Lock H05p1ta1. =
became obsessed w1th the 1dea‘that polygamy was an answer: .'ei

' to many of the 5001a1 problems of England Agalnst the -

strong persua51on of. Lady Huntlngdon, he publlshed hlS B -

three volume Thelyphthora. Undenstandably, most of the-

d1v1nes of the Evangellcal world ralsed thelr voices in’
- @ ’ N .
protest and cr1t1c1sm.-'It is noteworthy that Wesley and?;7"‘.f.

[A C. H. Seymour], The ere and Times’ of Sellna
Countess of" Huntlngdon (London: William Edward Palnter,-
1844), I, 167, Also Falconer Madan,- The Madan Famrly
(LondOn- Oxford, 1933), e 110. ST el

llMemoir,_pp._54-51, : SR .
0 12 - . T_ ..' . '-I. . . ) N * :l "_, .“ ~: ‘)..’ ) . . . ,‘ .
+ " "Ryskamp,. William Cowper, p. 169. - -~ ' - WL
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11 /- | '

A

L SR PP PSR WL

i



Newton were among the few~who refused to "Mar—Madan" ' f*:; Ce L

They refralned, not because they countenanced hls thesrs, :

v

but because ‘they reSpected the 1ntegr1ty and the motlves ':-if,:'ﬁff-

.. of the man. However, Cowper anonymously ralsed hlS Poet'

A . 1 . R R

pen agalnst the heretlcal work in. hlS "Anti;mhelyphthora" 13' - B

Cowper ceased to correspond w1th.Madan, hlS other
. correspondence is fllled w1th crltlclsm of’ hls cou51n R o

durlng thls perlod -:,_j:*.gff"' .fh.f

ce oy

3.””Rev.vJohn‘Newton

The bld%raphy .and: autoblography of‘the Rev..John

Newton 1s stranger andlmore remarkable than flctaon. R
That one of the most 1gnorant, the most mlserable, o A
.-and tHe most abandoned of slaves,-should be. ' ' e

- plucked from his" forlprn ‘state of exile on the ’
coast of Africa, and at length be appornted o
- minister of the: parlsh of- the flrst maglstrate N -
:: of the first” c1ty in the world - that he should. -
' there not only. testlfy of -such grace, but. stand S
up as a srngular instance and ‘monument of qE -, o
 'that he should be enabled to record it-in his : . . :. . ..
" history, preachlng, and writings, to.the. ‘world. S
cat la¥ge, is a fact I can contemplate with 14 .
'.admlratlon, but never suff1c1ent1y estlmate. L

N

4

[ERRYINES PRCIS PR YV
P . i . *
S oLl

John Newton, born in 1725 lost hls mother when B

.t

‘s

he was seven years old, went to sea w1th hlS sea-oommander '

- .
v

Y L

R ¥ 13In'the poem, “wgir Marmadan"’ was the Book: reV1ewer, Cye

. Samuel Badcock. "Antl-Thelyphthora“ l. 136 Poems, P 320',» ST
& ',L'-ﬁ L4phe Life' of John Newton, P- 178."1}1 rf,"j:_<z."f R
m;Li L _15D1Ct10na f the National Blographx, “Jphn'“ v
g .Newton", XIV, pp.. - 398 ,l D . L .
g . S . L ' " T - 3
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father when he was eleven, and made s:.x VOyages with h1m ’ l{: '

before l742 'I'hen h.'I.S father became governor of York(Fort—' -.:.l:‘r )

.Ln the Hudson s Bay Company.' Between 1743 and 1748 events'z‘ - '.--
in. Newton s l:.fe followed 1n rapld success:.on., through hlS . ‘_“"
father s mfluence he was made a mldshlpman on board the e

' H M S. Harmck, he deserted ~when recaptured he was
degraded to the rank of a common seaman, he transferred to.~
a slave-shlp whlch tdok h1m to the coast of AfrJ.ca in the S

‘.- area of the Slerra Leone River.‘ On One of the Plantane

Islands- he became a’ servam: to a slave-trader, and Was

o . AR

v1rtually a slave hn.mself under the persecutlon of the\

‘..

\..

slave- trader s black mlstress. _‘ Concerned for his son,

l -

“'"‘»*Newton s father had asked éycaptazn of another vessel to

’

look for hlm. eraculously, he was® found and reecued

Accordlng to _hls own test:.mony ‘ by th1s tn.me Newton had
sunk to llcentlousness and debauchery. o _'.' s ‘_t L o

*

Influenced by the thlrd Earl of Shaftesbury '8 R s

16 - APV K
Characterlstlcs, . S P
17

and an expe::t in blasphemy, he was an

Always very fond of books, Newton was

A

_aVowed infidel

profodndlf’ affected by readz.ng 'I'homas a'KempJ.s on lus : I,‘.

PR

return to England Durlng a near (o} troph_e at sea,:i'n a C T

AERe ST v ! T ' - S . - _'.‘2:
R 16The Llfe of John Newtjn/, p 22, 37 ‘. .

A . -

. l ’a. R- BallelﬂE. \Al/stéy of the Evangelical S ,

Party in the Church of Engiand (London. Church Book Room -
Press, 1951), p Bl. ‘ ‘ :




terrlble storm, Newton 1nadvertent1y uttered the flrst

"thJ.S Wlll not do, the Lord have mercy On us.',' -
.end oﬁ hlS llfe he observed March 10, 1748 (21st N S. ) as

' .the annlversary of hls "great dellverance" :
_four voyages between 1748 and 1754, one as fJ.rst mate and ‘ . j

: :three as captam of slave vessels 0wned by ‘a L:Lverpool
"-"‘frlend of hJ.s father,\Mr Joseph Manesty
: 'married Mary Catlett w:.th whom he had been 1n love slnce B

“he was seventeen years of age.

En eventually developlng Calv:.n:.stlc v:.ews in theology. ,He I N

X - S D IO

1 ‘ N .
cooh : - - V
L) B . . A ".u, r' -,

s . . oo ok

* — - .v~ ., * - 1) i} Al - R "‘., . - . J R L
Lol N - Co e RO T . . N

-:'prayer—llke sentence he had uttered in many years. ‘NI DR

18 To the -

19 He made *

20 JIn. 1750 he SRR

21. Then: love relationshlp '

.Ahas become an hlstoncal 1eqend i L . ) .
| 8 Newton was a self-educated man, HJ.s accompllsh— . ; o r' o

g 'ments are astom.sh:.ng. Whlle 1n Afrlca he mastered the

:flr§t 51x books of Euclld drawmg the flgures on the sand 22 :
he learned Horace by heart on board the sla\;e-vessel, he L

'.taught hlmself Latln, read:.n'g.vlrgn.l, Terence, ley and . e
Erasmus. He also became a student of the Blble,z_?_ :'?".7 1

.. 18'I.‘he Lz.fe of John Newton, p 80, - '
. 191b1d., p. BLZ ‘ :
_ 29D1ct10narj of Natmnal B;Lography, XIV, p. 395 T

, - 21 , \ . ) . - ‘. \ . R ) ‘.’,’

S The Llfe oi John Newton. p. 25. L : o

|

22Ibld| [ p-‘ Gli '..‘ 'v__': .‘A

Brpia.,p. s L S
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. "'1ater taught hlmself Greek and had some knowledge of sl

potma s
S

,..”Hebrew and Syr:.ac.z}".: . k\\ {é R | "
From 1755 to 1760 Newton held the post of surveyor , ;

SN -l_"

. of. the tldeS at leerpool. He became an enthusn.astlc o
'dlst}lple of: Whltefleld 25. and-later 'e,nj‘oy_ed_ a 1ast‘ing ,‘ '
frlendshlp with Wesley..z,6 SR ST e ]

21

Apply:l.ng for ordlnatlon 1n 1758, he was refused.

s !
. ot i
Ho‘wever, in 1765 w1th the backJ.ng of Tord Dartmeuth, the L S N

evangellcal nobleman. Newton wa,s ordalned a priest in the I. . E
, 28" g R

"Church of. England H:Ls curacy 1n Olney \la‘shed nearly T

. sn.xteenz-g years, he served St Mary Wooinoéh in London for Lo
, 'Vfﬁ?'.‘ ‘ .“‘ ' “,l‘.v . l'
S The College of New' J‘ersey, later Pr:.nceton o

| twenty—seven years untll hJ.s death in 1807)

: Um.ver51ty, w1shed to honor Newton. S ,' SN

"Accordlng to the Mlnutes of the Board of..Trustees ‘L-: T

of April~15, 1791, the' degree of. "Doctor of T LT
Divinity" was conferred on Newton at. the. same -. C R T
. - ‘time tHat Thomas Jefferson, Secretary of State, ' ST
B and Alexander Ham:.lton, Secretary of the- Treasury, e

[
' ' - e B
24 . .. Lo K , . ':._.: ".', v ,." -
R . Ibldo, poAl460 ».," , T vt . T _-_ :" " N ‘

“Ibid., p- 135 N A I

. N ‘ N Y. .. “ ._.
26The Works of John Wesley (Grand Rap:.ds, Mich. R

Zondervan, n.rd“) , II, 531.' SRV -:-' LR i

The Llfe of John Newton, p 147 - %

.'“2.9I'b1d..;' .p. 151. i ‘--""‘;: T T "

) ;SOéul'l" .’O";‘ cit*,j P- ';'36(_).--- o IR e f ."_"‘ _
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,were made Doctors - of Laws." Newton '8, responqg : E SRR LR,
‘to the trustees has not been preserved, but.we = . 1 &. " "H o
* know' that "he never permitted anyohie. to call him P T

. 'Dr. Newton" Newton wrote to a- frlend in o , ey

. Scotland. M ... the dreary toast .of Africa was . -~ - ., - @7
the'university' to ‘which the Lord was pleased to.” =~ ' -~.." . {

»-+: .- send me, and I.dare not acknowledge a relat:.on T ;

..,! . . gt
' B .

to any other. "31 IR R c AT LI . R

In 1767 Cowper and ‘Mrxs. Unwm, after the death of

.

" ‘Rev. Morley Unw:m, moved to Olney to escape the g0591p1ng o ST

~tongues of Huntlngdon and to enjoy the evangeln.cal :
,mlnlstry of the Rev.. John Newton. Newton tells of the:.r _‘ )
"close personal fellOWShlp and mutual mn.nn.stry 1n the : AR B

We wére, as I have sa:.d, very much together, for, ‘
. besides our frequent walks and visits’ at"home’, . . .o
- . occasional. journeys seldom »parted us, " We usually o=
traveliled. together. He was soon knOWn in"many. - B -
places, and everywhere admired by competent A
judges as a gentleméan and a scholar.” He was a . A
: ‘great blessing to..the. Lord's .poor “and: affllcted N S
s+ people at Olney in -the.still hdigher ‘and more . e :
" 'J.mportant character of an .eminent and eXemplary T
"',Chrlstlan..; .~he Loved: the poor;. often visited: T
them in theiyr cottages, conversed. ‘with them in.a - B

1 paush L o 1;3.' ’;/ L e \"

: ©.most condescending’ manner, sympathlzed with them, . - 7 ' x

.. counselled and comforted-them -in’their distresses, . .~ AR B
_and those: who were-. serlously disposed were . oftep . U

. -cheered and animated by hlS prayers.32“y-- ' T .

tae et

3]'Chr;urles Ryskamp, ~"Wllllam 00wper a d Hls C:chle R
Prlnceton lerary Chronicle, - XXIV (1962) 0 c . Also 3

Bull,< T clt.,,pp 315-316.. .
.-A- 32

BulL , g Clt., p. '1-3"9;‘-'-.'--?}:',' s
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(’ A L] " .. & ' ‘. . "‘ ‘;:55 .' "‘1
o . . BN ’ ey e ..“ u,‘ SR ‘ ‘ ’ h~ T 50 ': -ﬂ,‘rk‘. ) ) I
_ Cowper s sp1r1tua1 progressmn and régress:.on 'was N .:_ ‘
strangely, reflected in "his relatlonship w1th Newton. . In e 'I:‘ﬂ"-’
1T67 Cowper s respect for Newton rwas llttle short of N‘;“_;-.'*';‘-?'ﬁ
ldOlat&‘Y- e, o :: _' L et o : _- :;' e ,‘ T :
'). o O . . : o o . 2. ',,-‘:.' ,.' ..',‘. . L T . z: P
S expected that in: some Sermon .or Expos:.t:.on S
_»‘"‘ . I should find him, - .and that’ ‘the 'Lj ps of thid . , e e
.- excellent' Minister would .he the INEtnument by , .-+ < -F7 |V
. which the Lord wouldo’wo::k upon. & soften my, .- i CoeThol TR
: _,obdurate\h,eart 'But he saw my. ‘proneness, to ROV I TR
- ‘idolize the Means, 'and.to 3raa.se the Creature: - & ~: .. "4 %
more than»the Creator «es ISR .:. Sae R Toa o
(’ uu l.v‘ 'oj l' .l.. ‘. é’l “, - '. o ' “' A'~ ; “_'.’" .i. .‘1 ". :‘
Durlng 17‘71 and 1772 the tv}o friends cooperated :Ln N
Co R A PRt
the wntlng of What are known asd‘Ehe Olney Hgmns-. Cowper ‘ '-,’j '
pa ' SROIINS B
contrlbuted smty-—sns hymns“ the remaiﬁlng two hundred and T SR R
elghty-two were wntten by Newton. . ":" 'z" o .

The heartbreaklng c1rcumstances co:med ‘Wlth -'*-'. -1

. : [} o i . R
cowper s derangement of 1773 became a water-shed in the;r BELEE I

frlendshlp. . 1t ‘was. also the turnlng poun:. when Cowper s BELAE TR s

progressron splr‘ltualiy changed toa regression..“,j A : -,f"‘ . ‘ .
/In Humlllty, s:.mplic:n.ty, and: devotedness to. God, L =
_in the. clearness of his vieys of evangelical - - RIS B

truth, the strength of ‘the. comforts ‘he obtained . o O
from them, and ‘the uniform. and. beautiful example - { : o

by which he adorned them, ‘I thought he had but N
. few equa‘is. ... thé: Lord ‘who had brought us vtogether A
" so knit our-hearts and ‘affections,, that for‘_nearly E L e
' “twelve years (that’ 1s, 111 the time that Mr. ; Ry
". Newton' left Olney): . 'we Were* seldom separated for 0 v St
.. :twelve hours :at a tlme, when we ‘were awaké and - at’ !
» » - “homé.’ The flrst six I passed in dall‘y adm:l.ring - g:-/’. by

¢ M Tw, ®
' 4 . ” e : i t.
°o. el P " . T L
. . . * . - . . - 3 - CS Y .
» . q o . S . IR . -
3 T — e 4 . e e
. vt . . . . P . . . . ‘ st s LR 3
_— R a7l e . RPN MO
. D L

: , 3meper £0 Mrs. Mad_an, Sept. 26, 1767 .' Thpmas P
erght,, ed., The Ungub%:Lshed and -Uncollected Letters of I A
William Cowper (London: C:d.. Farncombe, 1925), 15.», RN A

. . . ‘.,
.

~Subsequent1y reﬁerred to as. U. & U. - e e 7‘ S A

4 i
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R

. and trylng to imitate “him; durlng the second .
six I walked. pen51vely with. him 1n the valley
. of the shadow. of ‘dedth.. 134 S

In 1780 when Newton moved to. London, there were

st111 nostalglc remembrances--“ -

" fThe v1carage-house became a melancholy object,
. . as soon 'ds Mr. Newton had left it; ... As I -
to. walked in, the' garden-this eVenlng, ‘I saw the
;. smoke 1ssue.from the study chlmney, and said ‘to
' .myself, that.used to be a sign that'Mr. Newton
: was -there, but.it is no longer..... 'Mr. Newton's .
- ‘foot will never he heard upon that stalrcase

aga1n.3$. L S .

Q

In the perlod from 1780 untll 1786 Cowper g .

;attltude towards Newton gradually changes.% That whlch

-

\

~'Hescr1bed the "allenated son" relatlonshlp also
; ¥
charactérlzed Cowper 'S relatlonshlp to Newton_- "love by

1

“-absence Chlll'd 1nto-respect” v The old 1nt1macy was over.

\, ' . - ]

To Cowper now«Newton was an apostle“, a “Prlvy Counclllorﬂp
° 36 ’ 37 ¢

"Chlef Justlce" or, "one of the Four Evangellsts"

‘,n '
38"

Overtones of Ahlthophel the Judas of the Old Testament

' creep into orie ' letter:’ ' SR

"
L

34Bull °E' c1t., p. 158. . "; :; DR

5Cowperxto Mrs Newton, Mar. 4, 1780 Corr., I, -

220 bl /Q\. S
. . - _37 — ... / . o . - g oot .
. - . 7'cowper to Rev. John Newton, Mar,s7, 1783: Corr.,
- 11, 52, S 'K‘w h - T
=z ) 'sﬂAhlthophel was among the consplrators w1th

Absalom who led the rebelllOn agalnst Klng Dav;d II Sam‘
15 12,,Ps. 55: 12rl4. ‘ . :

M R T

B (‘ &
". . ! E [N . . o, ©N . 2 " : o Lo §‘
R ‘ - - . )

3 Cowper to Rev.ﬁ oh? Newton, July 30 1780 Corr.,

FESIE PR



: . . . . “ . : . - s
2 : ‘ R . .
‘ d ;

‘I have indeéd been lately more dejected and more .
 distressed:than,usual; ... " Your frlendshlp...wduhihmve
made~you in some degree a partaker of '‘my woes,..ﬁ
the friend of my heart, the person with whom 'I.
had formerly taken sweet -courisel, no longér
" useful to me as‘a minister, no longer pleasant ) .
to me ‘as"a Christian) [your preserce] was'a . - .- - . a”
. spectacle that must necessarily add the bitter-. 39 - "
. ness of mortlflcatlon to the sadness of despair. : ‘ o
. . - t( . 3 .
The steps 1m Cowper s allenatlon from Newton wopld '

.

be 1ncrea51ngly apparent The one who was replac1ng

Newton as Cowper S 1nt1mate frlend and rellglous assoc1ate B
was-the son of Mrs. Unwln. s . .
N ' SR e
fe Ta . I T e T " C
4. Rev.~ Wllllam,Unw1n,. ool - T

AlthOUQh the Rev W1111am Unw1n was ‘an evangellcal IR

-gminieter, he never. attalned the stature of Newton. Newton

40

hwas‘"a Splrltual warrlor" of superlor “rank and character“ S
'Young Unwin had been a convert of Cowper durlng the S e
Huntlngdon perlod When comparlng the two in 1780,
' CowPer had thls to say- - - ".91 Y .d,,f LT i
- M -Unw1n hlmself woul not be offended if 1 was iy
to ‘tell him_ that -thére |is this-difference between ..~ U
lrim and Mr. Newton; that the latter -is- already an o
uapostle while he’ hlmself is 'only. undergoing the- R : OB
"business of an incubatlon, W1th a hope that’ he o T
may be hatched in time. 41 L s Co
- . R SA L L .
. Y] ~ : : T N .‘- d '('\.
- 3§Cowper ‘to Rev. John Newton, Sept 8 17855 Corr.,
198-99. L . LT ."-. I
o 40Cowper to Rev John Newton, May 31, l78l Corr.,
»303 . '
- 'fCowpef'to Rev.. John Newtbn..July;30;“1780;fCorr.,
I, 220, | CoL T ST e D T
. o ) w . T
- - ' . ﬂ‘ ' ‘
b o b °
-—--p—-r_-:g:—,-m O — "t - L ' . - ~n ;--.:m "'.‘... "‘»""v'.f O
' T



u‘l . o . ° T “,’.'-. ot -‘“. . T
e.Coner‘s spiritual decline ls reflected in’ the shifting

. intimacy from Newton to- Unw1n. , S '(

Although~Cowper had begun wrltlng The Task in .

Y

October, 1783 he had 1ntent10nally not mentloned forla

-

L whole year the wrltlng of 1t to Newton, who had been

"go-between" for the poet and his publlsher for the frrst

AN \

. volume of . poetry, publ;shed in” 1782 Understandably,

°

Newton was dlsapp01nted and hurt, as Cowper ant1c1pated

that henwould be. . Indlfferent to Newton s sen31t1v1ty, he

-

nevertheless was successful ‘ih pleasing UnW1n by.
eradlcatlng from your mind any 11tt1e weeds of
suspicion, that might'still remain in it, that
any man living is nearer to me than yOurself..."
You know now, . that neither as pOet, nor as man,
- do I give to any man a precedence in my :
..estlmatlon at your expense._ ; %

.
b3

Cowper contlnued to take added satlsfactlon in

.

_ Newton s mortlflcatlon that he had been de11berately 1eft
)~.

out of the poet § confldence. Wlth no’ effort elther to

' excuse or condemn Newton in thlS regard, I do w1sh to

»

'_1llustrate Cowper S allenatlon from NewtOn by showrng

._Cowper S satlsfactlon ln Newton s humlllatlon- 'p
_— The moment Mr. Newton knew (and I took care
that ©e should learn it first from me) that
. I had communicated‘to you what I had concealed
. “ from him, and that you were my authorshlp s
go-between Wwith. Johnson on thlS occa51on, he . .

5\ , Cowper to’ Bev. Wllllam Unw1n,‘Nov. 1, 1784:
corr., II 262~ 263 -

BT ""‘F’f.—'\wm T
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Ly

trlendshlp of Unwln, Cowper was on the brlnk of his f%urth" : f~'

--were settled in thelr new home at Weston Underwood, they

' Corr., 1I, 277.

L Corr., II, 285 S , S v

- (Tor Joseph Hill, Oct. 11,°'1785: Corr., 11, 360)“ \The

sent me a most fr1 ndly etter lndeed, but one
in every *line’of w ich could Heur the soft ST
‘murmir of somethiny liKe mortlfloatlon, that 0 LT v
could not be entlre Y suppressed . o

Since I wrote, I have had a letter from Mr., R o ﬁﬁ :
"~ Newton, that did not please me, and returned:an o R |

* answer to it, that possibly may not have- pleased - .

him. - His was -fretful and peevish; and mine,.if
. not chargeable with exactly the same qualltles,,

" was,- ‘however,’ dry and unsavoury enough.... at .
present he is in a state of mortification.... my ..
design was to pay you a whole. compllment, and I
have done it. If he says more on the :subject, .I. o
shall speak freely, and perhaps pleaSe hlm less
than I have done already.

. I éan hardly tell you w1th any certalnty of -
- inférmation upon what terms-Mr. Newton and I- may“ N L
be supposed ‘to stand at .present.... He was not . 0 . s
: pleased that my manuscript was not first. trans-.. - . S
~-mitted to him, and I -have cause to suspect that . S
. .he was even mortified at. being inhformed, that a - . -
‘certain,inséribed poem4>® was not inscribed to. e
~h1mself - But we’ shall, jumble'togethér again'.;45 L

Indlfferent to Newton and feellng secure in. the ;_f’f‘”

derangement Only two weeks after Cowper and Mrs. Unw1n

were 1nformed of the suddeh and premature death of W1111am CY

Unw1n on November 29,11786.‘ o . ‘ R -‘3 ) ‘-',": : éqv"

- ‘e . ‘ fw . ' LA S
N . L - . . " FI
A . o . . ’

L 43Cowper to Rev. Wllllam Unw1n, Nov. 29, 1784;.m o R
v T ' . ~~;._ﬂ'

44Cowper to. Rev. Wllllam Unw1n, Decb 18 1784:

45The poetlc "Eplstle to Joseph Hlll Esqu1re was -
included in the .publication of The Task in 1785. The same -
year Tiroc¢inium was dedicated to the Rev. William Unwin.

+ He wrote Hill iIn 1785 ‘that he had dlstlngu1shed by name-

the majority of his friends in orie of his two volumes. ‘%':”' e R
0m1551on of Newton is very 51gn1f1cant.

iGCowger to Rev. Wllllam Unw1n, Jan. 15, 1785

i
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reflned and glfted poet o) regard the valn and

\eccentrlc schoolmaster as a Xind of.Delphic oracle;f

fknown a Newton can only be compared w1th the deprav1ty of BRI

JZKlng Saul when he consulted w1th the Wltch of Endore after A._,_h' -

5. Mr. Samuel Teedon-- '1.‘,

A v1sztor who is more tedlous than entertalnlng " ) ' . {‘
has rather dlsconcerted me, and exhausted my. - _ o 3
.sprrlts 47 . s . . S T '.‘ s
Spi

rltually Qankrupt, Cowper after Unw1n s death /

turned to amuel Teedon for hlS mentor and confldant.‘

‘w

-Teedon as "an eccentrlc{ rather obtru51ve, but devout :
.man,.much addlctedlto '1ong words and lntermlnable o
narratlves,whlch often caused amusement at-Orchagggide"fQ?v.' .
It is one. of the enlgmas of C wper s llfe that “the e’*.g ;jnf' j .f}

4,9 ) . .' . N .' -: : l,. .

'That Cowper could be satlsfled wrth a Teedon after havrng :

,the death of the Prophet Samuel. 50 Teedon consldered
hlmself a favorlte of God, to whom God entrusted : g:;u_.j?f . 1-”.1f
'revelatlons and 1nterpretatlons.‘ Cowper turned-to h1m for B e hf
'dlrectlon in’ hlS 11fe and for 1nterpretatlons of his ‘
% cowper to Rev. John Newton, Dec. 31, 1781: Corr.,
I, 419, - Sl g S .
4BCorr.', I, 228. / . - .o . “‘. SR g
. """—'. . o 1) o " . ' . . . . ’ » , " . . . .3
. -49Corr.;'IV, 120.-_-‘ 1"-1-21 ‘lf ' '; S g - L
30y samuel 28:5-14,, o ..-- '-,fi.‘. T S
{. ‘ L A }.:-::'. S
) st 5 .. o y oo
b . ' N '
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61
dreams. Teedon “obtalned from Heaven that.it was certalnly

expedlent that the poet“ become edltor of a new edltlon of’ -

MlltOn whlch 1nc1uded the translatlon of Mllton s Datln "" 3'ii
poems.51. Cowper obtalned hlS approval to visit Hayley s R
residence at Eartham 1n 1792 What is startllng about

this v131t 1s that 1t was one of the few times in. twenty-_

. six years that Cowpér and Mrs Unw1n stlrred from Olney

and Weston..,The pecullar attachment between Cowper and
3

Teedon lS 1llustrated by the fact that in'a perlod of

x
3

about two and a half years "no fewer than two hundred and’ -

x

seVenty-seven letters passed between Teedon and Cowper or -

Mrs. UnW1n, whllst Teedon's v1srts to Weston Lodge were'

also numerous..52 Teedon s famous dlary covers the. tlme‘

from october 17 1791 to February 1, 1794 ‘and. contains

scores of references to COWper and Mrs. Unw1n.53', : ' -_".f; -

Because Teedon was a needy and deserv1ng

P —

1nd1v1dual, Cowper and Mrs. Unw1n contrlbuted substantlally

)

to Teedon [ 1ncome.54- He died. in- 1798. . - ;uf

. Q;;‘

51erght Llfe, p;‘SAZq S "'1 . ."ﬂ T i- 13'

,52cOrr., w, 1200 0 e U0 T
s WA L g S
orr., I, 229.

S .
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corr., Tv, 121.- _ T T T
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. ._.«:'—r-.w: S .. | I 62
s Mr.Willian Hayley

-, : . . ) - N

Cowper s wheel of frlendshlps had gone full c:.rcle

when it turned to Wllllam Hayley. - In the Nonsense. Club hé,

had entertalned the companlonshlp of Delsts,55 in Hayley
he enjoyed the company of the non—rellglous. A friend of
'Lady Hesketh's would not descnbe Mr. Hayley as"an o N

‘ - ...o.

Infldel but that there were degrees of P:Lety and she Ll

feared Mr. H." would fall very short of the notlons Mr. T . Y

g Cowper had formed on those- sub;;ects.""?-’6 -The fr1endsh~1p R T

: began when Cowper consented to ed:ut a new edsltz.on of
Milton, and Hayley at the sine tlme. was" engaged 1n writlng

a Llfe of Milton. E -. _' o ,' S

Hayley was not content with_ thelr cor&:‘lementary
work on Mll-ton. He tampered w1th Cowper 'g poetlc llnes- R

our. Cousm /[\Cowper] carr:l.ed w1th him hlS’ S —
Translations .of Milton's Latin and Italian

accordlngly, Hayley revised them, and made so ..
~many alterations that when 1. camé to make a & . K ]
L fair copy for the Press, I was quite. shocked ' - T f
to see. some.of the bold and forcible. language T C -
of our ‘dear Bard crossed out,- and .supplanted =
. by some flimsy tinsel lines of 'his Brother - . ‘ .

. Poet, and in more instances than one: Hayley ' . S
had absolutely translated a whole Poen - =37 -~

o en miemmanre h

‘ -5.5Mem:oifr, 'p.,' 1'4;

-

. 56Ladyu Hesketh tq,Rev. John Johnsoiy: D
Hesketh LetterJ P 17. % .

57Rev John Johnson to hJ.s s:.ster, undate o
s ‘ Hesketh Letters, pP. 22, : CL

s - .
. . R v
. . .

Pgems into Sussex, at Hayley's des:.re, and e
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‘ 1nstrumenta1 J.n securlng a" pens:.On of. £300 a year for ‘... .

63

Although the llterary atmosphere may not haVe
been the best nenv:Lronment for Cowper, certalnly 1t is fair

)

v

’ .to say that Hayley was sincere in hJ.S endeavors to: prov1de

phy51cal and materlal comfort for COWPer. He' took both

Cowper and Mrs. Unw:.n to Eartham, his home, in the hope

» that it would be benef1¢1al to thelr health He was also

4

Cowper.

Though Hayley s Llfe of Cowper, publlshed in - 1803

has not been hlghly esteemed Lady Hesketh was very
pleased with the: flnlshed product hose contents she had

suff1c1ently censored S
I am very 1mpat1ent for the’ publlcatlon and -
earnestly wish and hope. that the public at

large may. be as well- satisfied with the -

» ¢ ‘'execution'of this'arduous work as I.am - -

Hayley's Prose is worthy of Cowper's Poetry
and .no - human being I really think could. have
handled’ so . delicate a subject - in the manner
. that he -has done! it. is indeed the work of a
Friend and it is executed ... "Con Spirito e
‘con Amore" ... I do not think I can .accuse
Hayley of hav1ng inserted one word elther in 5@1_
'Verse or Prose that had been better omltted...
Lady Hesketh and Wllllam Hayley had'succeeded-in'

creating an image of .Cowper.so enigmatic that two -centuries

g

'ofwresearch'have not yet.satisfied the curiosity of ‘the.

B ' . e " )
' literary wégidf‘ TR Lo
. . . . Ay ‘. N \‘ ., " v - v \

. ~ . Lt

s,

© 1802: Hesketh Letters, .119.

58Lady Hesketh t Rev. John ﬁohnSOn, Dec 30,
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CHAPTER FIVE™ - . - - = '

| COWPER'S RELATIONSHIPS WITH WOMEN ~~ . -

1. -Theadara Cowper ' R
After westminSter CowPer spent three years,x

beglnnlng in 1750, studying -law under Mr Chapman at Ely

. Tt g, —

Place, Holborn., The future Lord Chancellor, Edward )“;“‘“:’

Thurlow, was a fellow-student. Cowper 'S - lelsure was spent

-

at the home of his uncle, Ashley Cowper, where he fell ln

love with hls beaut1fu1 cou51n Theadora,‘the“slster,of‘the

future Lady Hesketh

Fact seems ‘to m1x w1th legend when reasons are

suggested for the termlnatlon of Cowper S earllest 1ove

affalr.k That he loved Theadora seems evldent from the

)..

K

"pelia" poems, publlshed after Theadora s death\an 1824.

James Croft, who edlted these poems addressed to Theadora,

sald that "Ashley Cowper .refused to let his daughter marry
the poet because they were flrst cous;ns. } However, Rev.
Samuel Greatheed frlend,and early blographer of Cowper,
said that “Wllllam [ father 'certalnly dld not oppose hlS

1ntended marr;age.... there was no obstacle to her.

K
. -

8!

IQulnldn} Critical Life, p. 2l..
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K marriage-'with C[owpe'r-l bht his wan't' 8f inc‘,oxne'-rfor:ani‘
- establlshment suited to thelr rank T_he prospects-oi{ly R ) R T

ceased at hls derangement "'2 o : R

e

. The ev1dence is too 1nconclu31ve to determlne w1th,

' any degree of certalnty whet,h e derangément of 1753, :

soon after Cowper took res dence in the Mlddle Temple,

L3

L _ was éhe cause -of the. termlnated love affalr, was its - . b

result, or was ;his defensz.ve alternat:.ve to the proposed

.. -~

marnage We may very well wonder whether w:.th no ‘

J.nterference the relatlonshlp would have ever culmrnated
T in marrlage Whatever the reason, there was no marrlage. e

‘ - Cowper made hJ.s farewell to Theadora in 1756. , By 1758 he

‘ 'already was attracted to another "lovely and beloved 'llttle JRREE R

3

‘ glrl" w1th whom he was "tortured ‘with love" ' The plcture .

a was far d:.’fferent wrth Theadora. . Cowper would always be

- t~he‘ sole partner in® my Delia's heart". 4 She Would always
be" "F1x d.in her cho:Lce, and fa1thfu1 - but in valn."‘5 B
Theadora "treasured every tlny rellc Wthh had belonged to . .

M : oo .
K[Cowper] v’ every scrap of paper ‘on th.Ch he had wrltten.‘ S '
She srlently alded him durlng hlS last years- The e . - . g"

. Ryskamp, Wllllam Cowper, pp. 125, 126. " Quoted . ,
from S. Greatheed,- 'Memoranda' £.:2; 3. (See also note on. - .}
. Spelling of Theadora s name, p 119) " . -‘ - _ oo E

3

C°wPe* t° C1°tW°rthy Rowley» Aug. 1758 Corr., 1, 16.
.- "4"H0Pe' llke the short-llv'd ray" l 29 Poems p. . 283, - ﬁ .

5"0n the. Death of Slr W. Russell® 1, 10: Poems, pl7385.
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. S0 on thls the f1rst of three’ occa51ons.' L

'Anonymous who gave hlm money and glfts - 'the most, e

elegant, the compactest, the most commodlous desk'; mounted

:W1th 51lver and 1nla1d W1th 1Vory, a- snuffhox w1th a ﬁf__f

.palntlng of W1111am s three hares on 1ts 11d (by Romney),
06

~y

- That Cowper ‘had feltqtntensely the loss of jin'

Y

Theadora is expressed most adequately in hlS poem "On the'

. Death’ of Slr w Russell"

e Doom'd as I am in solltude to waste

. The. present™ moments, and regret the past;.
 Depriv'd of ev'ry.joy I valued most, - :
My friend torn from ne, and my mistress lost;

.'Il.l."l..l'l..".'."l'....l‘l.'.l........ .

".See me -' ere yet my destin'd course half done, .
Cast forth .a‘'wand'rer on a wild unknown' T
See me neglected on. the world's rude coast, . .-

- Each dear” companlon of my voyage lost!? o

. -nA——~.

o Cowper needed, ‘and—his. llfe’demonstrated, hls

ab111ty to attract the companlonshlp of both men’ and women.

‘But, did he shy away from actual marr1age° It would seem

that there is at least 01rcumstant1al ev1dence that he dld

T

' . v -

Ryskamp,.Wllllam Cowper, p. 126 S

« 9 "y ,
. Ll.-l—@, 15-18: Poemsh pp 284 5.
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] After Cowper s release from St Albans ln 1765 he took up

“students.v Mrs. Unw1n was a person dlstingulshed gy a : -"’Cff’ﬁ

"a mother." ...~ . . - o

. o L _ DT , R ‘ :
" C7 I N T S .-

2., Mary_Unwin -

t o - . \

’
'

We have already partlally descrlbed Cowper s '

PO

-51tuat10n twenty years after the derangement of l753._l

-resrdence in Huntlﬁydon where he soon’ formed the. frlendshlp , .
'of William Unwisi and subsequently that of the whole Unw1n T
"household The Rev Morley Unw1n at ‘the tlme was

superlntendlng a- small preparatory school for unlver31ty

‘. t '4
f

'superlor 1nte111gence" with "galety and v1vac1ty'll8

fthe manners of “a duchess“'g' Cowper was 1nstrumental in the ;- o

—
_L’ .- .

lO ; ,}g

and W1th

L

'Evangellcal conver51on of nearly all of theaUnW1n famlly

oS

Even though Mrs. Unw1n Was only seven years o-lder.'~ *

]

"than Cowper,_thelr relatlonshlp seems to have been that ofi;

-+ 4

'a mother—son. We have Lady Hesketh's and Cowper s own

testlmony £o . support thls.;;

-The Unwrn household-wrth 1ts ffffj"};l3

' lelsurely and rellglous schedule prov1ded an asylum for the

. t
1

',recoverlng Cowper- , ':"ﬁ . 'ﬁ N 'ﬂ - oo

' . . . N . . e B
.o . . . fe L v
T o ‘ - o . ..
[ . e “ . . : . r

.. - . . . T ) . A

- D ‘ \ . ' e ; E h
- -?Seymour, op. cit., II, 141, 2. -~ . - - .- .l

i
L Cowper to Joseph Hill, Oct. 25, 1765; corr., I, . B I
;

. . ° [y i . Lo
K . . . Ca Ll oo L

'

. 'IOSeroar;. op. c1t., II, 142
llLady Hesketh to. Rev. John Johnson, Jan. -3, 1802~
Hesketh Letters, p. -114. "Ever since I have been acqualnted

with Mrs. Unwin I have always- con51dered her 1n the light. of ? . :"'a

LI
.

ey ’Lt g ST LU
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We breakfast commonly between . eight and nine; S ST
till eleven, we read'either the Sc¢ripture; or e IR,

. . the sermons of some faithful preacher of these R T i

_ .. . holy mysterles, at eleven we attend divine serv1ce,. o ‘

' ~which is. performed here .twice every day; and from ° .
“ twelve.to three. we separate and -amuse ourselves as el
we please. -During that interval I.either read.in /. .= .Ww~
my -own ‘apartment, or walk, or ride; or work in .the- e
garden. . We . seldom 8it an hour after dlnner, but,
if the<weather permlts; adjourn to. the garden, - e
where with'Mrs. Unwin and her son I. have genérally g
" the- pleasure of religious conversation till. tea- . o
time.. If it rains, or is too.windy for walking, - e R YOS
we eithér converse within doors,' or sing: some'-hymns G
of Martin's collectlon, and.-by the helﬁ’of Mrs.

.. Unwin's harpsichord make, up. a tolerablehconcert, . , . .
in which- our hearts, I hope,..are the best and mosf.- . AR A
musical- performers. After tea we 'sally forth to . . . o o

: .walk 'in good earmest.. 'Mrs. Unwin is'a good = .%. i
walker,-and ve have generally. travelled about ‘four e A
_miles before.we -sSee home again..:. "At’ nlght e

.. read and converse, ‘as’ before, till. ‘supper, and - a -
. gommonly ‘finish’ the’ evening either with ‘hymns or'a D S
sermon; and last of all the famlly are called to . o T
prayers 12 o Sl . "f ,' ; L

. . . . . Coe : - '. . ,‘"_‘:‘,..,

5

§ Cowper had hten 11v1ng w1th the'th1ns'ab33t a year

et
R

¥

L DY

. L
and a half when Morle ’Unwrn was v1olently thrown from a

\

horse -on' July 2, 1767 Previously,'lnfluenced by the seml-'-
“Arlan Dr Samuel Clarke, Unw1n had denled the d1v1n1ty of

Chrlst, but Just before he d1ed “he was . heard to say,”'Jesus

Chrlst is God‘ and therefore ‘he can save me*" and "Very God - SN

ST "of very God —\and Jesus Chrlst dled for us 13 -f} S .“"‘-“ 'f'
q€~~ . — - = . o ‘t;
».'.: s .‘ -. * ’ i - B te . . : ~

' fp‘ Coe l Cowper to. Mrs. Marla Cowper, Oct. 2D,yl766£,€ . iﬁ_

’5§ ‘ , COII:, . 80, 81.. A , - ".’ Sl ' s

n LN : L Cowper to. Mrs. Madan, July lO, 1767 U. & U., . oo . i
5 .
N .

]
R

.
PPty g



:remalned Cowper s con ant companion and mother substitute. A

i'comfort, suffered her daughter k] misunderstanding, endured .
‘:'go551p from her neighbors, and finally lost her health Ain . Zé,'
_her sacr1f1c1al care of Cowper. Cowper in return gave ‘her ?
-flllal love, frlendship, respect, and loyalty' ,bub'he nevert
'gave her hls name.- Mary Unw1n was neither Cowper s w1fe nor

' hlslmlstress; she wasxhls mother—substitute.' The lines

N

t With the death of'hevszorlenynwin,TCOWperisiz

‘Unwin, whose behaviour ‘to me has always S
been that of a mother to a SOn. 4 -

-

Throughout the many crises of hlS 11fe Mrs. Unw1n

¢

)
T Lo "%

t

"To Mary“, Written ‘near the close of her 1ife, Tennyson

\

[ T

Q-

I3

said, ‘were too pathetic to bevread)aloud 15 -
'._ . .( '..I";-Q". .‘ - n iy o -4'7"‘.
. A4 T I TP S o e
- Cowper to Mrs. Maria Cowper, July 13,-1767: Corr:;
. ,]; 95-‘ . . ' '__~~ . ." , ..‘ ’ . 3 .. . ‘ .,.-f\. - h-'; ..’. : b:l.
) l0 o = . . ‘ C . . . L A ‘. . ' ‘ . . - .- * ° '-“ .d,
-¥§Dictionary,National‘Biography,.gx,'35.,g‘a.ﬂ- . '
- . S ® -.' . . ' . . v ’ r Lo
> RO -~
. - ¢ : X :'
».- i ' ’ ' -
ve | C ' ‘
S . A ,
i SR

po51tion 1n the Unw1n household became questionable to the s
:re51dents of Huntingdon: Cowper had ‘a dual motlvation for ;ﬁ
mov1ng to Olney.' He dld desire the ministry of the Rev: B ‘;
John_Newton, but he also w1shed to preserveithe mother-son " :}.
relatlonshlp that ex1sted between himself dmd MISZ'Unwlﬁ‘ %‘;E,
1 shall still, by God's leave, continue thh L . ﬁ-- C

:In 1773 marrlage seems to have been‘expec}ed by’Zhe family 3]1
I.:and rellqlous’community 5 Again 1nsan1ty proved either the ;“ ?3:
5.’retreat from marriage or'the reason’ for ltS permanent , 'l‘fﬁ.lf’
‘ipostponement._ Mrs Unw1n spent her fortune for Cowper 5 | ”f"




; - . .o N _ " . . ;: 3
) : Gl - Lo _ .
- . . ‘ X . E ’>.'.: ) . - . ) . * ‘
- .3 - ~ hd ’ . .\. 7 0 . -
- R . . ) . - -~ .
L The twenitieth year'is ‘'well-nigh’ past,, . e T
' .Since first our-sky was.overcast:l6 e S e
Ah would that thlS mlght be the Zlast'l'7 o CoeTh )

L "The 1ove of - Cowper ‘and Mrs. Unwln had been t!gted'; '~3"“\33'

1n many crlses, not the least of whlch had bee t e worid' .
o§}nlon._ HlS testlmony as to thelr relatlonshlp stands forT- O
"all: to read- f.f . R }"wiﬂ _ . LC}_ . o -
o . 3 . . . . ’. ) P * - . .' . "‘ . . : 4_:‘ , 'ﬂ
, ) I have 1ate1y received ... -a, plcture of my own. ‘.~ b R M .
' A mother.~ She died when I ‘wanted . ‘two days ‘of T N '
‘being six years old; YEt I ...mahave written a B - ' . o
poem on ‘the: receipt of it: a poem which,.,one = . . % =
excepted, I -had more pleasure-in wr1t1ng than - - . -
L ..”tany~that I.ever wrote.. = That one. was "addressed; - . - - S ..
.- . -to a lady whom I expect in 4 few'minutes to. * . - .. v * 3

. come-down to breakfast, and who has supplled to
me the place of my own .mother - my own 1nvaluable

R ) . . A
\ L - . .
. - . bh™

Sa -mother, these 51x-and-twenty years.la;' _— T g}»;" ”f

h%i; . 3. Lady Austen N .
°on T ' o ' . S
':'f; nto Cowper s "sequestered hermltage" 19 one day 1n I -

1781 came a 1ady who was to. have a pnpfonnd effect upon hlm’ S

. and hls ¢E1t1ng - Lady Austen.» She was to have a. dazzllng , u'l,li"ﬁi“;

1 " I3 1 L ) .;‘» !

r‘*effectp the effect oﬁ a comet, rather than that of a constant S

N \" . . o .( %
starf'angrs. Unwpn had_heen. When Ann RlchardQYn was only d .

- 16c<>wper is referrlng to the derangement of 1773. - :
3 ¢ ,‘ a M -Qy- . . ) L .
o e 17" a li K e ,l '.
o) RN TO MarY ll l 4 Poems, P 27- ‘.;." oo . ‘i’_ --. ' .. Sy
18Cowper to Mrs. Klng, Mar. 12 1790 Corr., III, o ;
04_4 3‘" . 7 > n: PR 0\' o 4 - - . . . L H
1;‘” NN uw. .f; : .o S e T T o . e
el Pt : Cowpen to Rev. aohn Newton, Aug. l6, 178 ;
Corr.,‘I‘ 340 A K v A L S S -

o o :\.- .’”" v -_, ::"_
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PRCy elghteen or nlneteen years of age, she had marrled a. much
o . o

ff:" and her‘husband's death in. 1772 shé. came to. llve with hér L E
L 51ster¢ Nrs. Martha Jones, in the nelghborlng town of R
e . ,q N 1 , T y . 4,‘:"

1453f cllfton in 1781 _As Cowper.noted‘rp.a letter to,Wall;am

i .' . ' - Ce e . . -

. UnWJ.n' ; ] ’ ' ) .
o . ' . \ R e .
) . . ) . . W ! .

' -

eamf ' ‘ Slnce Mr. Newton went, and till thlS 1ady came, : S Q

+ . absolutely such than ours.. We did not wapt ¢ - St
R qbmpany, but.when it came, we found it ag eeable. T

e (A person that has seen much of the world, and’ RN

B , ‘ ‘understands it -well, has high spirits, a liwgly e
SR ~ fancy; fand. great readlness of conversation, . . Lo Coe

e .introduces. a sprlghtllness into such a scéne as. - . - -.2'

' this, Whlch, if it was - peaceful before, is: not o " S
the worse for belng a lﬁgfle enlavened 20 | ,* .

e -~ We are - 1ndebted to’ Lady Austen foivthejfﬁsﬁaratlon ) i
S | ; SN
T ~that prompted the wr1t1ng of John Gilpln and The Sofa and ; !

'the translatron of 'Homer. At flrst Cowper con51%’red Lady-‘

B . : . L oy
il Austen s arr1va1 at Olney as prov1dentlal Lo
o ' T : . - o
W A Mysterlous are his ways, B P TC T . I
- *The hand of. the Supremely W;se, S T ‘f

That guides and governs our- affectloai L T
And plans and orders .our.connexions. SR T

I_Cowper wrote a. poem whlch, comlng fram anyone else, would I

“ﬁ?;. A_have ordlnarlly 1ndicated that he was 1n 10ve w1th the A L z‘

AN r

e . . - . .

3 R < . ’ ,..\.» . . - A Y

b . 1] : - . . - e CE * -
s .. . L . , . - . o . :
AT . . ! . - 4 " N ~ . . LI i . PR 1
LR T . 4 . LNy

ST 20Cowper to Rev. Wllflam Unyin, Aug. 26, 1781: T 0 et
Gort., I, 350 '””,,-_ S

,“, .v‘\. . .

o . --. 21"A Poetlcal Ep1stle to Lady Austen" ‘11. 29,

. o T I
. . " * : - CR -
34 36 Poems, P 335. R . LT R :
T A * R R . . N - I N
- . s - Y .
. A 5 . " . ' .
i h s ' o - ’
1 v - , . o
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o ! s K ‘ ,
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. older man, Slr Robert Austen.u After re51dence in France L

}A'Q " " there 'was ‘not in the klngdom a retlrement more T o



C -.'*_ a _ 72
.object-df'the;poem._ Howeven}hhe was only playing‘with'such :

'.affectlon..,.: A :~ "
’ The star ‘that. beams on Anna s breast
Conceals het. Wlllram s halr,

;mhe.heart that beats beneath that bteast ‘k5~§‘ A
Is W1111am s, WellmL/know, - ‘ :
,'o.-c-o---.o,-o--i--t.--ro-.octbo.-u-‘
. The ornament indeed is. hers, ‘29
But all ‘the honour mine.

.._.'

»'}‘.-j(“f Cowper was assumlng too much. He was assumlng that -
he ¢

uld enjoy the frlendshlp of two women, regard one as a-

&

mother and one as a srster, and malntaln a status guo. .

'Greatheed, who knew both women persona 1y was qulte frank

_Vln his, prlvate revelatlons to Wlillam yley:

'[Lady usten s] mlnd affbrded as g at a‘confrast&'
“to MrggPU's as can well be ‘conceived: she:
.entertalned no small contempt and ave

for satire at Mrs. U's expense, so
‘company, ‘but oftener in Mr.. C's.- ‘At length ‘Mrs.
U’ who was not always aware® of the ridicule . '+ "
..de51gned ‘against her,’ became apprehensiver ..~ .~ ‘o,
. (perhaps not wholly without occa51on) that some: )
ideas were formed of a permanent .union between'*
her two Companions; and at her request Mr. C. '
drop'd all correspondence with Lady ‘A, upon her
removal, : .

-
a .o . i . AN

Lady Austen was -in 1ove W1tg Cowper. When it

ibecame 1ncrea51ngly apparent to Cowper that Lady Austen had

¥

i S SN S

o -

. Zf"wo a Lady“; rl - 2 5 6, 110 12 poems, b 352.

L 23Kenneth Povey, "The Banlshment of Lady Austen‘* C

fRev1ew of Engllsh Studles, XV (1939), 395.

X
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.'marrlage in mmd, ‘the poet wrdte a letter to her to dlssolve "

: thé relatlonshlp " She confessed to Hayley in personal

1nterv1ews 1n 1806- 1n a moment of - natural mortlflcatlon ) o e
ST f
a [that] she had burnt thls very tender, yet resolute !;/':
Letter . Accordlng to Hayley,' she was w1lllng to devote R R
S |
| her life and fortunes to [Cowper s] service and protectlon "24 - ;
. e . - o
'Lord Davxd Cec1l makes thls obserVat:Lon- e ;
Of ‘all the pages torn by an 1nd:|.scr1m1nat1ng fate- A '
-,",',‘ from ¢he records of- Cowper's life *his letter -is . . . ;
. the most ta/gtallzzfng. . He was very’ proud of it . o A
. . himself. her-hasty passion blazed up: ,she: ' . . ...
\‘ ' threw the letter into the czgrate, and WJ.thln a- few g !
. _; days had left for pristol. - : o, .
. . . . \ . - . : i .
;‘»']f o Agaln the reasons for' Lady Austen s banlshment are -

_,obscure.' POVey- attrlbutes the-jllted—love story to C

\ Hayley s embelllshment of Lady Austen s confessmn. o o g B )

"Cowper hlmself w15hed J.t to be thought that hJ.s assoc:.atl?n

' : i A
. w1th Lady Austen° became embarrassmg owmg to her- 1nter-~ . .
: ference w1th his wrltmg and ended because she left Olney R C
for the sake of her health- at least, that :.s the story he T
e tells Lady Hesketh :Ln his letter of Januar.y 16, l@"zG
" 'I‘h'e fact remains that Lady Aﬁs‘ten returne'd to CL;Lfton in - . _:_ e
=, ' , - 'l
e S Zﬁibidu/ P 357, R o
' 1 } ’ . . ﬂ . \_' oo 'v i N . oL .0 '3
o Lo ' 2*sLord Dav:.d Cec:.l 'l‘he Stricken Deer (London- ’ Cy
o Constable, 1929), reprlnt 1971,. PP 203 4. . : -y
, Poyey., op. c1t.-,' P. -._39-2. T S : o
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substant:.ally to hlS lJ.vJ.ng.

"'The Rose" s -

‘Eet there was no marr1age._~

g to spend her lJ.fe, health, fort\me30

’ order to prov:Lde a mother-s:.tuatlon for hlm.

. 1785 and remalned there for over four years, yet she and

_the poet never met agaln.z,’,7 .. )
Cowper felt a certaln sense of gullt for the broken ST

£ rlendsh 1p

- \\/ ;

\.-3"

[
RN

i

T

ThlS elegant rose, had I shaken. it less,. .

. He’ expresses it symbollcally 1n the poem,

'Mlght ‘have bloom’ d ‘with 1ts owner awhlle.~28”.."_ _. e

There were' thus th:cee ‘women, obviously 1n love w1th
PR i ‘ N

Cowper, there had been three love relatlonshlps of a kJ.nd‘:

Theadira spent her l:.fe, ‘ .

‘ N ' N ’ ) .’;:"~ . ':»
‘hovern,pg near J.nsanlty, content tb be the "Anonymous" who ., F .
sent Cowper r1ch- and -Extravagant grfts,- and 'contrlbutln'g : S . ‘ L

29: Mrs. Unw1n was sat:l.sfa.ed L i

and reputat:.on J.n

But Lady

'.‘Austen apparently determmed that I 1f the relatlonshlp could

,'-
> < - . : ' . RS
‘not culmn.nate :Ln marrlage,' she wo 1d waste no more tlme on R 3
o f o ‘3
Cowper-.,' “Lady Austen 5 exJ.t from he stage of Cowper 5 ' B
s R I . . : V S .
; B ' oLt .9 B .
A T P A - c ‘ .
U ?Azlbid.-; . 395 3 S s
Y T 355 R T T b
w p Wil 17 18 Poems, p. - ,( S o ‘ . ‘ e
IR 29Cowper to Rev\. W Unw1n, JulY 10: 1736 Corr.; v . T i
11,771, - o SR oy e o < R
y ' : . C . . S ., N ‘ : — .
‘ 30ight, Life, p.. 253. -
“" : ; ) L (.". U " “” '. ) i :; o . ' N - 'l-.‘,
) ' ) SRR | ) P %
; . ! A LT B
. I ‘ . ; ‘
» 1] 13 N - “ vy "'-‘ r‘ i I‘ - ! s ‘;Q




.,.' .\. - C L - ‘, . ’ . A‘\“:l

_llfe on that May mornlng was as abrupt and complete as- had A

- " 31
-been her entrance." Cowper had dlsmlssed Lady Austen

e

L R R TR A

)

e, T e -
oA A antran VAt wa N
i

e :;wlthout the revelatlon of hlS probable sectet There was
. N :

R no retreat 1nto 1nsanity Her comlng to Olney had been-L -
: ."fresh plumes to the W1ngs of tlme.':?2 That was all Her
= ~1eav1ng d1d not cause hlm much paln. He' stLll had hls
[ N - z - ' . L .' . . & o .. B ' .
P _ Mary oL e Lo .-"Z,UJf; 3 T
- . . “ . s v {(, N I . .. R R .
. . N
. o, by, R
v g . . , [ » 3
". . Ny " \ . N : :‘ -
. ; n, "
; - : . . :
- . - e . - ] Y
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1 . L . . - :. ‘
u ) Vo ¢ e i v .
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43.; T The earllest ev1dence that Cowper had a grudge

e agalnst delty is reglstered 1n "Verses ertten at Bath
H ' NI Sy M

L " on. Flndlng the Heel of a Shoe

5 In 1748, when thlS was -
s wrltten, he was only seventeen years old and a student at £ﬁ :fT'Lfﬁ?
AR Westmlnster. The 11ne "Curtail'd and malm'd,_the sport e -

RPN - of vagrantwboys"

L remlnds one of hlS treatment by the bully

.at Dr. Pltman s school ln 1738 God rs blamed for"somethlng 3~1. i
7 that is m1351hg whlch W1ll affect the “rest of llfe“ -

Lo o

e : Why not on me that " favour,(worthler surel) L
L COnferr'dst “thou,’ Goddess?3 ;I'h.~.~ AT

cl .
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In hlS personal Mem01r Cowper confesses that he
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‘f;(' 'cursed heaven durlng the derangement of.1763-f'_‘ f
: i ... When. alone-in’ my chambers, .E. I have : Crred‘ B
E -, out’ aloud, and.cursed the hour- of, ‘my blrth" ' 0 o ’
7 lifting up my- ‘eyes to heaven, at the same ‘time, - . =~ .
not .as a supplidnt, but-in the h6111Sh sp1r1t of 4 - o
~-rancorous reproach, and blasphemy against my Maker. . ‘
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S Assoc1ated w1th Cowper s anguish 1n 1763 was the parable A

.of the barren flg tree5 and his bellef that he had . E‘A | - ': A |

-C ommltted the unpardonable 81n or blasphemy agalnst the ;.ﬂ ;“‘

_Efﬁ . Holy Splrlt.ﬁi In all the Blbllcal references ‘to thlS i; -f.:u P A

Qﬂ?:? . Qartlcular 51n Chrlst is castlng a demon out of a map and f::". 2
o - heallng hlm.?- The Pharlsees, 1n turn, whlle w1tne551ng CoL T j.~
i“ff ' the mlracle, were ascrlblng the works of God to the DeV11

e » Ih thls context Jesus sald.,v}ffﬂf ot e ’.‘ e o

e . Whosoever speaketh -a word against the Son of man, -,
[ ' it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever. speaketh

RN . 'agalnst the- Holy Ghost, ‘it shall not, be forgiven

DR - him; ‘neither:in this world nelther in .the world

e, g to come. ‘._., ) =x- R S - T

:i‘"f ,_}a deep-erted'g nge or rebelllon.‘ 7,

re
LA

f{.'l . .. - Cowper does not explaln why he felt that Chrlst had o \

ucursed h1m as he had the-flg tree9 or why he felt he had : 1':'

(

\,‘cemmltted _he Inpardonable sin agalhst the Holy Splrlt. He"_

1 :"::“ T ‘ n 1 0" )

| does'not‘teii s the content of hls "rancorzgp reproach and
-blasphemy agalnst [hls] Maker

or ‘what, co tltuted hls A
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- K . ) . ) - ‘\ .
' :serlOUS rebelllon. . He makes a strange and enlgmatlc - 5
T ) statement Whlch On the surface tells us very llttle- - f' T

A neglect to. 1mprove the. mer01es ‘'of God _at
‘Southampton, on theé occasion above mentlonedr

- .was, represented to me as-the ‘sin agalnst the - c
Holy . Ghost 11 R

. - s : e - . i . et L
T ’ U L ’ N R
S Cowper does not glve suff1c1ent 1nformat10n ln his" ’ o

- N

dlSCUSSlOn of thls occas:u.onl"2 to reconstrpct the 1nner .

bl ;\ ,5;

L2 I

v

the Holy Splrlt.~ What Cowper doed 1nadvertently reveal by H<.“:'3.
.his a55001at1ng Soutﬁampton'W1th thls blasphemy 1s that ‘Q’;
the underlylng cause of ‘the derangement of r753 and that R

of the derangement'of 1763 could be the same. Southampton
N Row was' the re51dence of Ashley Cowper and'. hlS three o

d ughters - Harrlot Ellzabeth, and Theadora.# Follow1ng T

—— = ——mteea - ——
v, T el

.Cowper ‘s broken relatlonshlp w1th Theadora and hlS
derangement\;n 1753 cprer had found temporary emotlonal Jf' '{'i
\ f' - EE
':.releaSe/from hls ten51ons and frgstratlons by a return to.

»

- | Hesk th.and Her flancé ,That5Cowper wasvunable,toamarry S et
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rebelllon that could be’ 1nterpreted as blasphemy agalnst D Ce

. o . LI . . o \ RN '
: - ' EEETAN : s ’ P . =

: . - . )
“""'f $12 change of- scene .was : recommended 4 me ¢ and 1 et
el embraped an opportunlty of g01ng w1th sone, frlendslto South~ b
e -ampton where I speht’ several months.... ‘the .sun .shone: brlght‘.
o . upon .the*'sed.. .. »We sat-down upon an. efiinence at. the end R
N Sen @f ithe 'arm.of" the sea, which:runs between Southampton and '
; the New Forest.... ‘I felt the ﬁélght of all my misery-. " - Vw0
‘  taken. off;.my heart: ‘became light. .and joyful in a. moment,..“‘:{~‘.;ﬁ
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- ;_Cowper was eleven years old h1s father had drscussed a

Y adult, argued agamst it His father s srlence, he L -_"' :

‘pp. '10- 12 S
., \ . :;. L ! n' -
AT 13
L Memo:.r‘, pE 47.;'«* ~
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Theadora because of the physicale "malformatlon" may have ' M_ -

~."...-

been the foous -of hls grudge and the cause of hlS

: resultmg blasphemy. . 'I'here 1s no addrtr@_ai ev1den'ce of
the 1ntens1ty of thlS grudge untll the occas:.on of Cowper s
retreat from the examlnatlon for the clerkshlp in the h

B House 'of Lords in’ 1763. 'I'he grudge and the blasphemy

erupt again ‘in ful‘l:. force. WJ.th thls, Cowper “has a soul -

) . —_

S revelatlon of the depth of his own grudge and he fears he-

has comm1tted the unpardonable blasphemy agalnst the Holy :

-

st

book w1th him on the merlts, of self-murder or 54 de.L.5

Cowper, though tempted to commrt SUIClde when he was ’an

.\"

mterpreted ‘as’ a sympathy "with the author agalnst" cprer..'

.
..l. . ‘e ’

hlmse\lf.._ Gregory, us:.ng the tools- of psychoanalys1s, says

-
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o, * . . 4 + . s N .
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T

the Father of merc:Les, for thls unexpected blessmg oo But

Savtan, -and .my own’ w1cked heart, quickly persuaded me 'that . I. C
. 'was! rndebted, ‘for my deliverance, to nothing but-a: change R

of: 5cene, and. the amusmg varietles of the plage. _ Memorr-, . S
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' 13 L Parallel in C;wper S m1nd w1th ‘the bellef that God \ g
lhad cursed hJ.m as ChrJ.st dld the fig. tree,,]'3 was hlS be11ef S
that hls father "suded agan.nst" 14 h1m as a chrld When - ” .
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?a"f,-. ‘ that Cowper subjectively believed hlS father wished him n' 4

Rl dead. 16 ThlS was the "alienated son”. whose ."love by "

i '-: 'absence" had been "Chlll'd mto respect "17‘ He dld not

I

i’v:\‘%i‘_" really know his’ father. He 'was only seven years of age S STOEN

-when he went to Dr. Pitman 5. School in’ 1737- he was. eleven.'; i. }
4’ , when he went to. Westmlnster. ‘He spent nine months at | .‘ ) _ K | ;'ﬁ
Berkhamsted before being artlcled to Mr Chapman in 1350 \
"In 1753 he took up resudence in' the Mlddle Temple In - ', -
July 1756, upon news of his 'father 5 1llness, Cowper |

hurriedly set: out for Berkhamsted, but hlS father died the::. ' i o

day before Cowper arrlved.lg ST RN o ’ _‘

Y .—.' . . . R I

M _ Cowper S father-lmage and God-lmage were strangely
bt similar. HeY believed ‘he- had been twice cursed - onoe wheni R

he ‘i as made and once when ‘he was sent from horme. to public

’
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'School - The two grudges would profoundly affect . hls llfe o, :
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"2, concept of jehovah' 'ar}d -Enﬁnanuel: Eﬁiangeli_cal "Conversion
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S In spite of a dread father—God 1mage, whom Cowper o

"called Jehovah, Cowper with. hls evangellcal convers:Lon e '.‘ i
"1dent1f1ed w1th“Emmanue1 the "bleedlng sacrlfloe" 1.9 In !
“his. room at St Albans late in July, 1764 Cowper flung s ;‘
: . ‘hlmself 1nto a chalr, and, seeing a B;Lble close at. hand, ' . .
..', he opened 1t for strength and’ 1nstruct10nl;2'9'_‘,‘ H:Ls eyes o e ) i
- .and heart fastened on’ Romans 3 25- p ‘ ~ . _)~ ' - . )

v DR [Jesus Chrlst] whom God hath set forth €6 be a L oL
S - prOpltlatJ.On through faith in His blood, to. ;' ! T

. declare his- righteousness “for the remission of, -~ .. = v i ¥
; : . sins. that are past, through the forbearance of I A S PN
: o .God. S . AN .

“ ‘ ‘The outstandz.ng COncept 1n ~thls verse 1s that of R '
'“ - prop:.t.latlon.21 Cowper accepted in a: moment vthe vicarlous r R “
. and . propltlatory sacrlflée of Chr:.-st and’lldentlfied w:Lth L ~_ S

. | 19:'0 no‘rd', I Will Praise Thee", 1. 4: Poems, B 4380 - o
“' ';‘ .' oo ." - . ot . ) ‘ .'."-h‘«‘ i ‘_' ) S ,‘: ., ‘ ) ) '. M . . R T' “‘ e .
o ot 2QMemom, pp. 6.7‘,68‘. - B S T A
) 21'1‘1’)) Greek noun for propJ.tlatJ.on

. ' repeated only once “in: “theé: New. Testament;-. i.’
i 1.9:5.' It'litérally means _the® " rcy seat”. o

e , «cover on thé Ark of the venan ~in the Hol

e golden :
ofHol sof - i e 3
" - the Tabernacle and ‘the’ subséquent, Jewish Te ple .’ On"the- R é
9

.i'l‘asterio.n'_).' is.
-in Hebrews -

s great. Day.of Atonement. the people were ‘reconciled to. God L
. by thé sprlnkllng‘ ‘of blood on the Mefcy Seat\ and ‘the: -~ .0
" “:intercession of’ the High® Priest. Chrlstlans believe, that R T
‘Jesus_€hrist .on calvary became the ‘place ‘of ‘propitiation SR Y
. "and” the blood ‘sacrifice Himself.. Propltiatlon dand ‘recon=- AR
e cl'lllathn‘ to: Godcl«scaccompllahed ‘'only by the; sprinkllng of: L ?
zbloqd- - (beviticos 16:14315;' Hebrews 9:22)..: ,"Prop:.tlata.on e AT
_ that God has found a ‘way. to uphold ‘the law and safe- * C AL
.
b

-His. ]ustlce ‘while -He. extends mércy to a ‘guilty -sinnex

n who £ ts in Christ."” . Beacon Bible: Commentarx9 é!(;rzxsalelty oy ,;E. .

i _.Beacon-Hill Press of Kansas City, 1968), VIII,: '
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- . Christ's Saer'ifice. He felt a kmshlp with Emmanuel w‘ho' \ i
: had been wounded by a mlsunderstandlng wo:ld a smnlng i |
: humanlty,.and 1n a sense, by a vengeful God - the v \ -

"archers" in the famous "str:.cken deer" passage - oo

Lo , I ‘was a strlcken deer, that left the hera
RS LRSS Long since; with many an.arrow deep. iMfixt " R ,
"My -panting side was ‘charg .d, when I w:.thdfew L e R PO

" ..'To séek a tranquil- death in distant shades, '~ .~ .\ o

"There was I-found by..one who had hlmself B Pt

. Beén hurt by th' archers. In'his-sidehe. bore, Lo T

.And in’his+hands ‘and feet, “the: <ruel:” scars, .~ .o W

‘oWlth gentle .force: sollcltlng the dart s, 22 B

He drew them forth, and heal'd, and bade me 11ve._ A

‘! . ﬂ - “4:'.‘. oLl ' . .'_‘

e Is J.t any wonde‘r tl}at Cowper wrote so po:.gnantly o 5 T C

o in the Olney Hymns about the signlflcance of Jesus blood '. T ”’

A IR . P R
P 1n maklng promt:.atmon poss:.ble? L ,;J.;: '.‘~ I Wl

- NS

"';;[ - There 15_&4 fou‘nta:.n_.ji;}l'd w1 \ blood Co e e e et

" _» -Drawn. "from" EMMANUEL'svein . 4_...‘ \ S
And smner-s, “plungtd: beneath at flood,\ R TR LT
. Lose. al}l thelr guilty sta1ns.23 STt IR A
-".-: ' : ‘ - 9 e ; ‘- .:"“‘. ‘.A.‘ - .... é., v\ ©l v
s And .1.n hlS "A Song of Mercy and Judgment" R R N
i Take tbe BJ.oody Seal I. glve thee,;._:_ wo T T e
Deep nhpress'd upon thy soul.t e e RN .. S
. L o AR ) B et ) L N ) - o
, ' s v ‘é&_ - ’_" ‘.l Y '_-‘ v ) _ : -.4‘ *;" .
! : zj. G Ll ' - wer M N
o Clee g 22 A e e Z.
g R ; The‘ Task, ll. 108- 116- Poema, p-3~ 166.o L :

' .+ ' Thed "stricken ‘deer"” "is . remini,scent ‘of . the. Sufferlng
T Servant of- Isalah, prophetlc of the Meés;ah, who is a

E o "st.rlcken lamb" e w”n v Al
S e Surely he hath borne~ our grlefsf and ‘carrled

03

N .- ouk sorrows: Yet -wéi-did esteem’ ﬁlm,strlcken. T |
HE .-smitten, of. God, .and . waffllcted. R Eut ‘he"was . . 0,
© . wounded for.our transgressions, ‘he was brulsed i
for‘ our’l ih"iqua.ﬁles-‘i the chastisement: of oul. peace. A
” » Ay dpor's himy> anﬂk,w:.th hlSrStrlEe ,;v,we« -are healed-_ s
' "Isalah 53 4, 5.'_4__"-‘.. o _ ' . SR SN, by
T g\l"‘u‘- : .: e ..; "'”f
B "Pralse for the Fountain Open d", ll. Pt ":.:“i T
) PoemS s p 442 o ;. , . " ‘}’ Y ! » '..%l l
\ ):' N - ‘P-.‘ .." : :'. » ¥ ) ‘ ’ t IIE::; -
3 i n': - v " .:‘l;v' ‘\' it .’I§‘. " ‘l,"’?b(\,; v




” ) S . 83" LR
" '\‘ .. f . N ) ., .‘\' ‘?‘;’_
! God, thy God,.w:.ll now receive thee, : 24 ' x ",
¢ ¢ ., Faith ha*t‘ LUALE thee, thou.art’ whole. R
. ¢ . . ’ (Y E
i In cowper s fragmentary‘ "Notes on St John s RN
. . Gospel" he wrote conce/rnlng, the sacramental paschal lamb s
o ' and 1ts fulflllment in’ the sacrlflceﬁf Calvarygf John 1:-29 gt
. Behold the -Lamb of’ God. Here the Baptlst in - - ( PR §
A " " . one. word explains to: them the ultimate arift R L
:and’ seope .of the  sacrament of. the: paschal' lamb...._._' R AR
] tlat deliverance -[from' Egypt] was. itself a type:. | o Tafo st
ﬂ "'.:f . of a 'gréater; and both, the deliverance.and thé ', ', /< "~ .5 7
:" . *‘ sacramental commemération Of it had a further - S S
Rt » ', View to that ‘salvation wrought ocut for us by eQir " STy
- o Lord, ,who .was the LzﬂﬁB" slaln "from the foundat:.onm o ety
|« ¢ Of the world. 25 .. | L . T N
Q ¢ Cowper relates the descent of the Holy SpJ..rit upon.-' ” S B
: . Jesus in the dove-llke form to the "mercy—seat",_ th.ch was Ry
,'- the place of orop:.tlatlon.. LR o AR
T . : ' ) ' A "" N ' R 4 ‘ "g . ' o ‘; .‘ ‘:.;.):
, T 7 _The descent of the Holy Ghost upon' our’ I..ord, w:.th T B
- ' ~ 'this tremulous ‘undulatory motion 1ike the wings’ Lo E N W
ol . . af a dove.-\m the appearance of a er.ght £1, e,_ RS T
o P . ‘_fJ.XES the appllcatlon ‘'of . the: typical merqy o
. . "“:eirsthe holy, of holies. to Him as the antltype. e T
§ .7 : Ovex _the mercy—seat -abode _thé .shechinah, of gl,ory,, ; U
ce. . as here upon’ theghead of our Sav:.our. God is; e
" :said Yo have dwélt between :theclierubims;-and the..' o' '26 —
J " cherubims of,glor shadowed the mercy—seat (Hep IX.S) T
¥ e . T , w S , e - \ ;
’ ‘1‘1 . “) N o u\:: - s ""“ '-. [T
. (\,-\:: -4 a “‘ n e ‘v v '-; . ' 'l“ 1"7‘ “'_ »
B Vo T e : J'J
S BRI "A Song of Mercy and Judgment' 11.°45-48: Ppoems, "I .. L
o :;" “'291 . 5~ : S L Wt ‘.- ~’-: PR A ) — :'
u""l . ‘~ ' ‘.’v . - " r'_“-_. T l.-‘/,,l B :1! ‘ "il '.'-
St 25W111<dam Cowper, "Nptes on S‘t ‘John $ GOSpelu AR N gﬁ
John 1:29, Bull John: Newton, p. 376. T SRS LR
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In 1773 shq;tly after Cprer wrote thlS

-

f‘fragmentary commentary on St John s Gospel, he felt that L

.he hlmself must make the "sacrlfice of Ahraham"i In order i :'_.' iy

w

j to understand why he could possibly have felt that\:: mu&t . u. : ‘f

Commlt thlS atroclous cr;me, we need not only to unerstand .

fﬂ\) 'hls concept of propltlatlon but also we must understand hlS "L.

~

2 ;g\." ientlre concept of God. This is probably best revealed in- S ¢

““the olney Hymns, in the poem, "A Thunder Storm" and in thé

' 1onger p%em "Truth" : ".' . ‘wi_fﬁ" R ¢ S

B ’. When God ‘in Thunders spoke from Slnal s mount,_ L
. ‘ Israél: approached with Awe,. if Moses .then » L ' S
S . Could’ medlate for the People, and avert . .. " .o
T - The.great Jehovah's -anger; sure;his Son, - LS e
. .. The fam'd .Immanuel, the Prince of. -Peace, yg '
BN -»Can ransom from hlS ‘wrath and;, reconc1le. . _
R ~'In "The Thunder Storm" God 1s'the God of thunder, the God
4 jof Slnal whose prlmary qualltles are Justlce, Judgment and ‘ 3
' véngeance. HlS name is Jehovah.- HlS gustlce is- founded
s in his. hollness, ]udgment andgvengeance are actlons - .ﬂ-,ﬂ"
v consistent w1th hlS hollness in HlS attltude toward sln. "x.f'* {
o -,Cowper sees Jehovah clearly as Moses'@aw him. However,.'ﬂ ]' IR
,_;fg. “ the’ Psalmlst and Prophets saw'not only the hollness of , I
% a J051ah Bull John New!bn, Notes on St J hn s :
B ) Goépel“ p. 373. “Some c1rcumstances 1nd1cate that - e
T b ["Notes"] was written not 1ong before the return -of Ris. - R
ks unhappy malady e . S -
L IR 28erght Llf;% pp.-177 179 erght feels that ‘ s
Ll . this' is a poem of Cowper. in its original crude form. . ES - ; .
o is. not- 1ncluded in the Oxford Standard Edit\on. . o o e
g ~' S e 3 ‘
: . O v o ' .
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God, but they also had a gllmpse of the fatherhood of

God.30_ Thls progressrve'concept is. m1551ng 'in Cowper,""'~”“

90551bly due. to the fact that C0wper had "regardless ears"31'

'in hlS attltude towards his: OWn father.. S l,'.  °.f

ER.

:_." _Ina truly Chrlstlan thdology with the revelatiOn e e

of the Son ‘of God, the Father 1mage becomes complete.

Jehoyah is revealed -as Father as well as Judge._ Hls 1OVe'

and mercy are revealed as well as h1s hollness and justlce;h
- That-COWper never fully grasps Jehovah as Father produces'

K L+

dlstortlon 1n h1s conce t of God. He has a v1ew of . ,ﬂA

: th,t “God was 1n zhr
ihim : f"32 or tha

-~ I‘ o0 ' hfl
3 PN :
1y

culm“natlng in. Jesus Chrlst. Cprer.> concept of God 1s

' less than*Chrlstlan because ‘he skips from Slnai to Calvary. Lo

There is a missing piece‘- and it is the lov1ng Father

cer -
. N

,c_oncept; - e . {” - }
' o SEURRNRE o
. . z ,‘ :: o 1,
e-.2915a1ah 6 1—8.' ) P : t
. : ° e : t :.
s %5 103 13 Jeremlah A9~ ' s
s3;“Tirocinium"f'1. 590: gggggf'p. 255. : H_.g¥:ﬁx.3 ':k1
e 32i et e T C ek
o ~“II Corinthians~5:19. .. o e BT CL :
. “TII Corinthians 4:6. e S |
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Lo sIsrael in; ancgent days, A O
’ :'Not only-had-a view. .D.L T '
L ."' of Sinai - in a" blaze, T o
Do "But, learn'd the.gospel toos . " =~ U, v .0 oo vty

.The types and figures.-were a’ glags "' _ .. [ v
In whlch they -saw the Sav1our 8 face.:' ' T

‘ ’,' The paschal sacriflce, " :“? 7“,\ﬂ?j“ N .51 R ’.H.a A
.-, And blood-besprinkled ‘door, © - ... AT T

''Seen with enlighten'd eyes,'~,5i T L S

.' And.once apply'd with pow'r; .~ . . -t o o S
"Would ‘teach the need of other blood, T S )

‘Toreconcile .an angry GoD.34 ' . T AT

_ -Jesus, whose blood so freely stream d .:3 'l:~'- S

. To satisfy the 1law' § demand; .1 G- R

» . e - e - .-
v ol i
qiunultlo--oococ-o.-.o-oa.noo--o.oll'., ¢ ' ’ i

. . To_reconcile offending man, . - 35 S T DU
Make Justlce drop her angry rod RS . o

I w111 pralse thee ev! ry day L o S . 1
" Now thine anger's. turn'd away!. . -~ '

. Comfortable thoughts arise 36i:" L 14" DR
T ~From the bleedlng sacrxflce PRI e
Jehovah founded itiin: blood, T T lT*g}? &

“The blood of his- 1ncarnate apn;37"‘ Sl L

R \‘ i .
~" LI . e r-'

“ AR, . R . Sooe T,
v PR C o

SR
‘The: two names of Jehovah and Emmanuel are brought togéther R gbj"

'in one poem, con51stent Wlth Cowper s Trlnltarlan V1ews'-y\xL_\ ”é!?*r

201a Testament Gospel" -11..1%12: poédms, -pf.

.
et

ey R
- . ' T . . f L
. - . . - " - . . . . . 1:,.
“ , Lp— . b
-~ L 'y i ‘ M
. = .. 1
M - . ‘.‘ﬂ a L . ) . Kl :a{ e . . . -

: "3 ' ' i LR :
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—.A-. _,d -\:_‘.'14,' . "..'l.' ; ‘:.. ., B
35"Jeh jvah. - Shalom" fll.-l,.Z,IS-Q:“POems, p. 4

\.1

.,“_ . ‘_.\ . . . . Coe i
L 36"o Lord, I- W111 Pra:se Thee” 11. lf4:ﬂPoems,' e

" p.438. . - KRR I
e L L jﬁ, " A : -ﬂ- : A
‘37"Jehoyahrﬁ45hammaﬁ%,‘ll 9, 10 Poems, p. 442.‘ ‘ J
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but cowper s, v1ew is st111 less than the comple Chrlstlan

3

V1ew, ‘f.e. that Emmanuel reveals Jehovah as Holy Love.

N o _ 5

- R

Here, Jehovah rs shown as Soverelgn, as He has been shown -
as:Judge 1n.the prev1ous poems, but He Stlll is not f"'f'
P NP , . : ) o

'
-

j'rect:zgnlzed as Father- - o . CL
' Of all the crowns JEHOVAH bears,
'Salvation is his dearest’ claim; .-

That gracious sound well-pleas'd he hears,'
énd owns \EMMANUELior hJ.s name.38

Ct . ' . .
[ M P )

.

[} . J
In "Truth" Jehovah 19 terrlfylng and there 1s no.

Emmanuel to allev:.ate the ‘gl&lre-- ; :'; A
¢ ° : L - r !

Marshalllng all hlS terrors'as he came;
—Thunder, and. earthquake, and devourlng ‘£lame;
_From Sihai's top Jehovah gave the law - -

Llfe for obedlenCe -~ death. for ev TY. flaw.39. .'H C

N : ; . o S ‘ ‘
'\;;" The names of God 1n .owper are well. chosen. ‘.w”5
iﬂehov;h is the personal n of God in the Qld Testament,

.an adaptatlon of YHWH, the ¢ reat “I Am“ of the Burn:.ng

h. ‘0 Emmanuel, taken from Isalah s: concept and applied E

9
tb the Incarnate Sdn by Mattheu, means "God W1th us" 4lw

;Bus

:The concept that Cowper relterates in the Olneg Hymns 1s

‘propltlatlon, the concept he grasped~at the moment of hlS

~'l
i . P - Y —

‘.\ ERG "*“t‘\_,.

=~
B
e . . R '

- 38"Jehovah = Jesus" -11. Lg:}gi Poems, p. 449.
- ot . . ~: e T—— (N.. ] 1... .t
N 39"Truth", 1. 547—550 Poems, p. 42,
. e .? oo T e
40Exodus 3: 14 e e e oL
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‘;gonver51qn, 1.e., through the death of Chrlst God's wrath T;Qi T
' ' TR A S

"is ovércome and his gustice 1s‘demon9tratea However, S DT
.,the plCture of Go&*ﬁ/ing aggdgseé like.an angry man 1s a fﬁ.:;;;;j,ﬁ:h:

'dlstortgon of the doctrlne pf propitlation.» The Blbllcal e e =

i . " c K / . .,‘ o
“v1ew 1s that God hrmself puts forward the propftratory R RTINS P
. o T L

' [

fofferlng/for man's sin. God’ln the Rerson of'ﬂesus Chrlst L f‘*_jif’

L

7 Gon a2 SERRSTERNRY

,ﬁéihi ;ls both Prlest and Sacrrflce g In- Coypeffgehovah and tu.{.ﬁw.':. A f

ii%fl: , Emmanuel are soiseparate Ehat they ‘becone” like two Gods - _ ‘ 5\.pf ;

- -a vindﬁqxlye one - and a sufferlng one.{ The Holf Splrlt 1s,i";w;%"iéﬁg o
T rarely me tloneélln'the,Olnex'Hymﬁs, and He lS ertually : {im‘t;Fﬁag

n?;.{, fundefrned 43‘ After 1772 Cowper is defznltely more :;:; iij,tﬂf» jé;ﬁ F

; . acqhalnted with- the Lord of thei“frOWnrng providence" or : ';,;" ?éiﬁ “:

‘ 44 R "~

@J@hovah than he 1s w1th the.Lord of the “smlling face“ PN ﬂ'}:';

It was Jehovah who supposedly demanded the "sacrlflce'of

o
"

L

Abraham"

-~

- . R . NP A .

. { . e . S Y o oL _
- t - C

I P N N m—

N, . . N L

] ‘ L .

e ' ' . s .\,

.iif"“ X e 42Hebrews ‘9 14 "Chrlst, who through the eternal

e Splrlt offered hlmself w1thout spot to God SN ""\M‘ .
b " e . R
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I 43"Abuse of the Gospel" L. lZ;,‘oems, p. 472 A
'O Where & thé Splrlt's seal?' R . U AN
B - R ight Sh’ining out "Of Darkness" "~ 11. ]\.5“'-16-: .. ‘ S ‘..,\. R ‘S
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"rsaac. H1§ lnterventlon had beem}a “v01ce dlv1ne

L . y Pl - . . ’

TN o v o e ..-?-L o ; S 89
ot 3y The “Sacrlf{ce ot Abraham“ Co TR :

'.1';,5 y fj ;'IIJ T .g:vfféf;‘,-' _{.*'4._ l' C T

mhe &acriflce -Of " Abraham, recorded in Genesis 22 S :

1 18, was a preflgurlng of Calvary.’ Abraham s potential | .
sacrlflce has no parallel 1n the, Blble except the Sacrlflce Cr n
N yoo h ¢ e !

, Pa ,
of Calvary All of the other blood sacrrfrces in’ the Old o

N . . . L

Testament - 1nclud1ng that of Abel, those made rn.the L L

. = ;
Tabernacle, 1n Solomon s Temple, and: 1n Zerubbabel' . ' §

. -~ L2 3 - K .." - ... R a4 -,
Temple that. became Herod's Temple - had been anlmal .\ e ';z"

Sacrrflces.¢ The Sacrlflce of calvary became the fulflllment

f‘and the explanatlon of all the others. "The Lamb.of God BRI
wm.ch takethﬂ away the _sih of the world“ ' In Abraham s ,‘ .

sacrlf e we ha;e a.nnldue lnstance. God had demanded the;” .
::s;crxflce of Isaac, but,~1n harmony w1th HlS revealed o h'j'j-_t:ifhh

'.nature whlch 1ncluded reverence for the sanptity of human'u-"

i3

llfef'ﬂe had w1thheld Abraham from taklngﬂthe llfe o NN

N . R «

45 -

il

. ~ by

L We repeat - the Sacrlflce of Abraham was a pre-
. KA . ‘
flgurlng of Calvary The complete plcture of God is R 9
s EEI . D’

represented by Jehovah the Judge who demanded the sacrlflce

and ‘by Abraham the Father who responded to the demand .‘: .ﬁ"

-

The cost to Abraham-to offer up hlB son 1§ a shadow of the ) .
'cost of Atonement w1th1n the’ Godhead R _; - w-‘;F o .T'f
= L s oL e e T s B

\ SN S e Y . TP

" " %epneicastaway", 1. 6l: Poems, p. 432. . . - U
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Take now thy" sm{/ thme4 only ‘son Isaac,- whom T . L e
- . thoy lovest, -and get thee into" ‘the land.of Moriah,' . . L.
and offer ,hJ.m there. L LS .

T S e T e T
;ET;J‘ '_'U"~My Father where is Ehe lamb? % TSR \,fvf ro
/ s My Szx God wrll.lprov:.de h:.mself a Lamb...4§_—f_f T TR S

IR The Sacr:.f:i.ce of Abraham preﬂ,rgures the Sa.cr.rflcef

T

of Calvary, I emphasrze agaln. It J.s sacramental. The '_ L

symbols ::k the kn:.fe,' flre, and wood représent, respect—

" A' "' '
wely, the centur:.on s spear, the Roman torture, and the‘. i

A

crucaflxlon.' Even the: srte of Mt. Morlah is prophetlc-

1t became the s:.te of the quy of Holle,s— 1n the‘ Temple.

r\ .. R |-
The length of Abraham s ]ourney paralleled the length of- e e

i -

trme, by Jew:.sh reckonlng, between the crucifrxlon and

.resurrectlon. The father-son relatlonshlp foresh‘adows the o
W C AR
Vi greater Father-Son relatronshlp._ "They went both of them o

t:ogether."47 But there was one ma]or dlfference. Isaac s . S
body was not accepted as pfbpltlatlcn, the Body of Chrast
became the Place of Proprtlatlon. A LT RIS TR

- 0 " ) .

R SR . My love is slaln,,and by my ‘crime’ 1s slaln 48 ) ,;:4
';f.”{ a TN Ah' now beneath whoee wrngs shall I repose? I

N

S *%cenesis 22:2, 7, 8. RN

w4 v . " . | ' ..
.. ' ' 47Genes:Ls 22 6 8 | ot o - 3
A R 48Southey, Lifée and’ Works, 1, 258- 259., Lines . - R

e L wrmtten by Cowper during the derangement ‘of1773.and . . & S

e B recorded by Mr. George Dyer in’ hJ.s Hlstory of Cambridge. ' ‘
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) :"sacrlflce of Abraham“ by Wllllam Cowper ‘was- a

‘ |

arody of Calvary., I belleve that 1t was hlS self—

13

ju t“flcatlon for commlttlng the atrocity of emasculatlon.-
In a flt of 1nsane anger ‘and’ frustratlon when he felt o
phy51cally unquallfled to marry/Mrs. UnW1n 1n 1773

belleve) W1111am Cowper 1n hls "terrlble moment“ Ftruck

I

the "malformatlon" w1th the same V1c10usness w1th Wthh he

pruned the "unprollflc" 1n nature. Such an act must have
" %". y\‘
had a’ ratlonale in the. mlnd of even the mentally 51ck
3

"“ Why d1d Cowper feel he must become a "bleedlng
sacrlflce" in 1773? vIn 1763 he ‘had been able to udentify
wlth Emmanuel and by falth to accept the V1carlous W

sacrlflce of Calvary and the propltlatron that had been

LAy g accompllshed In.a word,'the Atonement haﬁ been "all o
e ' suff1c1ent" for w;lllam Cowper in 1763--
ff N ¥ saw the suff1c1enoy of the atonement he had .-
7 madé, my” pardon - -sealed in- his blood, and all O
8 ..+ ~the flulness and completenees of hlS - o
”g'ﬁ . “Justlflcatlon.so Lo o, L

[P 1

49The "sacrlflce of.Abraham" éannot be 1oglcally
' equated ‘with suicide as Povey 'does [op. cit.]. ' If the
Tt ' Sacrlflce of Abraham: had been actual%x accompllshed, it
v would have. been f111c1de, the slaying of 'Isaac, the" “seed
IR - :of, Abraham"
"ﬁif; .. have’ any. Therefore, emasculatxon 1s 1oglcally ar

.ﬁj“f . ‘PL551b111ty.‘ R Sy i S
h e T ST .

‘ 'gf ' Do ‘50Mem01r, p. 67.: His brother John s, testimony at

-l'-‘.'

R . sense .of my.own utter‘lnsuff1C1ency and the all suff1c1ency
sy . of Chrlst.", (Adelghl, p. 22) C' R C ‘
v ; . B N _ ._ .‘..1',. +

#h "“*%”‘?car"" T} PRt %""—‘% . 2 e "
(X

91

Cowper had- ho, "seed* and probably. would never '

“the- t1me of his conversion is 51m11ar.'"1t is built upon a -

49
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In I773 CowPer dld not cons;lder the Atonement "all-

suff1c1ent" for hls salvatlfon.

1nd1rectly to Teedon 1n 17

I told Mrs..®. w1th ma
. salvation is 1mpossubl

H.e_- ‘confesses .Xhis

a,.

ny tears that’ my
e : - l .

- in the most impassioned accent and manner,.

the unexampled sevent
.with me in the course
, .year_s, especially in t
in 86,
"that T must infallibly

LY ‘'of God"'s. dealings.
Ef the"last twenty’
e -year .73, and again

and concluded all with observing .- "

perish, and that the-

_)1.

I. recapi tulated ‘-

- Scrlptures which speak of the J.nsufflclency of

‘man to save himself ca
unless I perJ.sh i

n never. be understood

AR

-

"phe 1nsuff1c1ency of man,. to save hlmself" -

obnously, he had tried to promde hls own salvatlon. :

I

1763 h1s convers:Lon had not only prov1ded sp:.rltual asylum K

’ <~

f

[}

from the guilt: of his. smis, but\bths assocmt:.ons among

evangellcals he had also ,found physacal, soual, and

. emot10na1 ~asylum.
‘b

| C
In 1773 hlS fear of the loss of Mrs. .-

b

UnW1n and . the p0551ble revelat:.on of his fearful secret

robbed }um of hls phy51ca%

, whlch he had associated w1gin hlS evangel:.cal convers::.on. -

He. rejected the "bleedlng

4
emotlonal, and soc:.al

sac

asylum, o

flce" of Emmanuel attempted

T
to become a _"Chr:.st-flguf hlmSelf, and 1dent1f1ed w1th ,

b ] ' hd

%
M f

In’-

[ 4

51

29,
-June, 17
. _ ~ :{,-
v N . 52 &
@ Cowper to Samuel
IV 365 e

e
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B ey

- o

Teedon,

NV . - ,’3
E .

: The death of ‘the Rev. WJ.l‘lJ,amaUnwm was November N
1786’\/owper suffered hls fourth derangement January-
8 ’ ’ . v : : . .

Feb. 2, 1793: Coxk.,
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o Isaac who had also been a: potentlal "Bleedrng sach.flce" - - — §

.
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“Ih Cowper s mlnd Jehovah the"- terrlf.ylng J‘udge commanded

the atroc1ty "Abraham" tl@e Prlest in the person of Cowpe;: Y.
had commrtted the atroelty He performed, what fhe called, L -\ ';‘
+ L . * i
the "sacrlflce of "Abraham" It was a parody of the. "1 T o
’ Cruc1f3.xlon, he could not prov;l.de hls\ own’ propltlatn.on..- - - ?
L . .. Lo . g . : R - -,
' .o o a Virtue LR o0 Jl’ ' i . . N .\ (T
; Lay bleedlng cer Lo A A
: ‘Felt .,.. ‘a mortal stab ... - .o ">*’L | 53 T
g ~.Abhorr‘d the sacrlflce, and curst the p&:i st. . .
The mlssmg plece - Where was Abraham the Father"'. &
K . y - . .
The Father of Love is- mlssmg because C;ewper s father- ) £
. PR - . ‘»t\. )- HRE L s
v 1mage 1s largely m:.ssn\g or . dlstorted. Cowpeﬁ was. the i

| it m hlS plcture of. despalr, wrltten 1n 1784: -

"allenated son" of the Rev. John COWper, and hJ.s 1n1t1a1 -

. ‘grudge against- h:.s Maker had been resurrected in glgantz.c ’
. proportlons.'.~ The Father had become Pr:.est. ,. - | |
\' 4 t'Re-jection .'of'_'Go'c\l‘ ax{d-Rela'tédt jA]_._i'ehati;on 'froxh Nev:ton y
i‘\ ' ‘ . We do not have to speculate on Cowper s splrltual ‘
\ ! r.egressn.on in.;: the perlod followrng the. "threatenmg . J o

"appearance" of January 24, 1773. “He has " carefully outllned - L‘

.,

—! I

1 could draw the plcture of Despalr at any time; e
" I could delineate the country thrdugh. which-he™ . . «

P L AR T

travels, and describe his progress, could trace S
hJ.m from melancholy to rage, from ‘rage’ to R w ¥
"y ., ,
Sdirhe Progres"s .of . Error", 11, 337-_340'_:"P'oems‘, p. 2'4'{ o
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T TR EERRE U SRARI L B R
obduracy, and from obduracy to md:.fference R O T TN
. abﬁut the event; “and this I 'could do‘in prose C SRR
A C or verse with the greateét fac111ty, but to PR
e T PRI what good .purpose? . Lo LT R
T R ;o VL S SRR SR
> »',.::‘ :'. H:Ls rage is exqumltely expressedrm hls "L;nesf e

ertten Durlng a Peraod of Insan:Lty'55 ?’ .'?n' .': : )
- ,.-Hlm the v;.ndlctlve rod of angry Justlce g e AP
- Sent quick and howling: to the -centre head10ng, e N N

I fed w1th judqment_ in a fleshly tomb, " amge - R

Burled above ground., ‘ . W )
- : _ ' N }‘q

m?::_-'f_f ,05ten51b1y, Jehovah 1s arbitrar:.ly damznng Cowper J.n a, . }
. . ' - '. T X - Cot ' " - B " . ; ’

."moment"- {' o o -z,",a—- .'~~‘=";ef,_: SRS

R C Hatred and vengeance, my eternal portion,_a< C e
o .+ .. Scarce can ‘endure delay of execition, .,

- . Walt, with' 1mpat1ent readiness, t0~ geize: my

e e . SR Soul in a. moment.. 27

gs N L 54Cowper to Rev, John Newton, Mar B, 1784 Corr. .
R _'II, P 170. o .

. .
P . .-

/ 55 Ryskamp, E- 01t., saysp that thz.s "stark, . SRS
R , terrlfymg poem came-out -of the wreck: of .the last’ year 1n- e

the Temple" ; p-~108, | True, .it was first- publlshed inan -~ oo e

o - appendix to the Cox edltlon of the Memoir in 1816. ''Since ' S Ay

L . the Memoir supplies a fairly’ detailed record of the years K ERE
- . '1763=1765, the period following the Temple per.tod, it could -

" be assumed ‘that the above .poem was written during- the "
'derangement of - 1763. However, the three Blbllcal allusmns -
the~person of Judas, the person of Ablram, .and 'the concept PRI
of. "burial above ground" would seem: o determlne a date” - -, . .y
connected, with ‘the- derangement of 17737 .I.therefore do - Lo %

_concur with the date given im, the - Oxford ‘standard Ed1t10n
(c. 1774) rather than WJ.th the op:mlon of Ryskamp .)

.

R . 56"Llnes ertten Durlng a Perlod of Insanlty R . T }
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But Cowper s personal rage and the traltor 1magery he
v hd
L applles to' h:l.mself betray the fact that hxs own rejectmn X
of God -was. prerequlslte to hlB "damnation" He sees

58 . ”

hlmself ,ln the flgure of Judas.

Damn'd below Judas, more abhorr'd than he was, |

‘Who for & ‘few pence'.sdld his holz Master.' - e L
S Tw1ce betrayed Jesus me,” the las del:.nquept, Ce L e
IR AU Deems ‘the profanest 59 ', I
" . M N ', . . 0 .‘ '. ‘.-.
g ~By the flgure of Ablram60 Cowper 'reveals that he feels
gullty of a dual treachery to both God and man: :.’f-.: O #, ) i
¢ . B ‘l. ' » '~: B
oy m called, 1f vanqulsh c'.l to recelve a sentence R o ?
2 ‘7. Worse than ‘Abiram' s,51 oo Tt : q
. K . oo P - ' ;' . R ‘, ’ . 9-’ ::;.:
In th:.s part:.cular' tra:.tor xmage a Moses overshadows the 1 20w VLob O
f:.qure of Ab:.ram. W“e have already seen that he regarded S i
e ' . . o .\" " » :’ ‘. '
Newton as an "apostle i ='"Prxvy Counc.1llor", a "Cfu,ef o
' Judt:sx,ce"62 or. as one of t;he "Four Evangellsts" 63 :
ewdently also thought of .ﬂhlm 1n terms of the Lawglver :
Moses. , We have already traced Cowper 8 alJ.enatlon from B "=, SR ~
Newton in the Correspondence._ Now a partlal explanatlon Lol J
e ; L. . L . .- ) - ) { n, —| :
R SBJudas, one of- the Twelve Apostles, betrayed ' “’\‘ e
Jesus Christ' at the tlme of the cruc1f1x1on. o . DI 3
. — & " Ve ot Ve : *
59"LJ.nes ertten During a Perlod of Insam.ty N R
ll 5- POEI\'\S, pa 290-' N - . . . . '- " :l"“' . ’ '-> s .""; "
L f 0Dathan and Ablram led a reBelllon ag)nnet Moses... B -
Numberslfze 19, 200 L L T
l“L:l.nes ertten Durlng a Perlod of I‘nsanlty ST
ll 15 16 Poems, p 290. ., .o T \

-~

" v
. 62G-:owpe:: to the Rev. Jo‘hn Newton, July 30 1780..
Corr, I, 220. ! . '

‘ (R

T 63Cowper to éne Rev. John Newton, Mar. 7 ',.-, 1'783
Q__ II, 52.. ¢ s ST S ,
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. becomes :anreas:mgly clear. o : S T .1;f_ AERELE

Wlthout trying to overemphasrze the 1mage ‘of .

R NPUEEEE SN S S ._; PN
PN Abiram,—'. a:t‘,least one thlng ls apparent" 00wper resehted,

SR Newtom as AbJ.ram resented Mosesa It was 1nev.1table that

" the’ former. '

‘_,e trader should not only command 'RW./B/.U

; o '_‘ respect but rese -, at tlmes, as well. ,In 178{ Cowper i

s

SRS quoted to= Newton I!he Rev. Wllllam Bull's ad\rlce to the °='?°",:

; Rev Thomas Scott, rNewton s successor at Olney, at the - .;", .
tlme when Sqott was attemptlng to "tread in the steps of
‘?w;?’ I..’_. ’ NEWton" "' ! »',. ' '. _.": '{’.“‘.. .."’.‘ ' ':- . 4.'.‘. ae ':...‘A.‘ ‘ ":\ .'0'.'
L RN You ‘do- we—ll to follow His stdps in . otzher }
oo : lnstances, -but. .J.n this Ingtance yo re: wrong, = i
SR and S0 was he." Mr.-!Newton troda’ path which -
. . o ‘man -but himself. could hdve- used” so long as’

o

, he:did, and he wore it out! long before. he went S
. v " from Olney s Too much famlllanty and’ L el
L condescens:.on cost hl.m the eselmatlon of hls E N
o - people. ; He' thought he.’ should; insure-their “Tove, °"',-" ¢
R o, . to Whlch he _hag- -the.bést. 90551b1e tltle, and: by R
“ - i ,those »very means -~ he lost- it. - Be:Wise,. my fr:.end PYIER

i take warnlng, make- yourself scarce, 4if .you wish. C
“that persons of. lltt‘le understandlng should know C

L . - o ) Too_eer
e ‘o0 How 'to prize you.G_,‘i SR T o R “ .
.-‘,"" A..:;. » . . . 3 R R o )

-

;‘ Cowpuer had a very perSOnal rea,,sﬁn to resent the

-
'

i famlllarlty" of Newton. Newton had been the occa'slon that

.precmpltated the "te°r;:1ble moment" We w111. noh accus_,e h:LmI'v
' N
Lo - of bemg the cause, because, certalnly, he was unaware of
' ,,Cowper s physlca‘l *"malformamon"ﬂ when he was urglng Cowper
“ . 0 " t . .',.‘ s °, 0
P tc?.,marry,oMrs. Unwih. By nature COWper would not retallate
R « "‘1 PR '-"" . ,a"': c D - * N - ‘. 0"‘" : "’ . ' L%
o S . ’ ‘ ) ~‘ . L ‘4, \"’ S el :' Vo o - '.,."4' .‘l,t.‘ .
i S 64Cowper to thé Rev. John Newton, Nov.~. 'Z,, 1781* SN 6 .
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7 outwardly Gowper was a. perfect gentleman.~ However,
. ‘I

“‘; there 1s evldence thaE’Cowper/dld consclously or .

- ”

T uncgnsc1ously punlsh Newton for dlsturblng hlS otherwlse
‘- , ,— . . [ ]
.epeaceful llfe. He made the Newton household care for and
ﬂ " R

support h1m for thlrteen months durlng the derangement of

-

.

q; 1773*1774 and stubbornly refused to return “to Orchard Slde‘

[

for thlS perlod of time. He made them resCue hlm from Ce

o~ su1c1de and made them reorder thelr llves 1nforder that

. - > . AN £y

he not destroy hlp§elf . Gowper valued frlends and prlded

hlmSelf that he was an exemplary frlend He felt gullty

(

that~he was a.xraltor to Newton. He called hlmself Ablram.~ ’

oo . No ordlnary c1rcumstance coul& have made Cowper

ﬂ v 2 - .

ﬂraltor to a frlend and traltor to GTd . '__ .‘fi ?EL B

“éf \Man dlsavows, and Delty dlsowns.me.&§u" ' t'; PR

-.”‘I was thg=pressure he felt'at’ the t1me of the “terrlble
ra
moment”' He was the’"Fly entangied\nn a. thousand webs"

.‘r‘

66

A Hard lot' encompass'd w1th a thousand dangers, 67
‘ Weary, falnt, trembllng W1th,a thousand terrors-

L . N € i)

" “Phe '"thousand dangers" seem to be the c1rcumstanées thato

,'—1‘
LR C

'cause 1 ' to ;eject God the "thousand terrors“ seem to be

e
-
[ . .

nhls “damnatlon"'commensurate W1th\hls_rejectron._v' -
. ‘ -""r P e . . L ' ,"

0o

AR}

R

s LY

. 1 . . .
LI . o [ E .
.. A . - R —
. L.

.
v, ©

A poooE
T . T iy 'x:-
. ’ W o '."l/"- '.—",:'?355 ' s .
': S -“*@%%ﬁnhE§%erttencDurlng'a Perrod of Insanlty

© . 9 Poem “/‘lp.— 29_0 e »."-' ) _‘ . ST . Df,,: RN
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%ggrrltual Dlary, p. 495. ‘.,"#,‘¢_¢ Ly R
..‘-‘- ‘Al"{"‘ . 5 o . ’

;- 67"L1nes Writteh Durang a ﬁerlod of insanlty
}1 =l3~'14: Poems, p.,290.
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oo Adam's approach ‘to the tree of llfe, after he” T

. ) . - B s N . Y . .
LT "6

.

. X . . t, i
' =

Part of Cowper s‘"damnatlon“ 1s that he has been
’

denled death for twenty-seven years.. . g ' '_}f : L
:J /hell keeps her. evér hungry mouths all ' . : ..\ |
‘ - _g oo - Bolted agalnst--me.68 )
_AJudas had hanged himself; Ablram had been burled ailve but, ,
| 'Cowper “the last dellnquent" had been denled su1c1de. The -
Newtons and Mrs.‘Unw1n had carefully prevented thlS day and

nlght for seven years.. Cowper was "bur;ed>above ground“

I llVed 1—n [Olney] onCQ, but now I am burled P P

'in it, and have no bu51ness with the world ' T
.on the outside of my sepulchre L..69

°

R
N B P
A

OTEe:

]

A In a sense, Cowper consc1ously or unconsc1ously : .

»

punléhed God, much as he dld Newton. As we have shown,:i"

. -
o

Cowper [ "damnatlon" wa\\the 1nevitab1e result of his

’rejectlon of"God“' However, by hlS never glVlng ‘the reason

. or c1rcumstance whlch occa51oned hlS rejectlon of God, hlS \.-ﬂ-.- ‘
."damnatlon" appeared,~and/he professed 1t to be, an o o i

3 . “
arbltrary decree by whlch ‘God 1n a 51ngular manner "damned"

' ‘one of the Elect. ThlS would-make God appear capr1c1ous.

i
had sinned, was not nore. effectually prohlblted R i

by . the. flaming sword that turned ‘every way, . : .g.
than mine to its_great Antltypevhas been now e : o1
almost these thlrteen years ...‘ Fer what reason A %
') . : ‘ X . 'y
ST 8
g
r

. N
.. ' 4 o !
o . )

AR Ga&bld., 1, 31,120 SRR

. ' Cowper to Mrs Newton, Mar. 4,
175- T . " - ..

117803 Corxs, I,. - - -
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.-

-', :Father, this paternal ‘severity, 'has toward me
» "peen such as. that I have reason to accountv‘mUA\J

K 1t is that’I ram thus excluded,
" again to be admitted; is know

I can:say but this: that. if Helisi§ L my - ' ..

e,

gt

T e

unexampled. 70 T

<

, 'Cowper further attempted to punlsh God, con501ously or

unc0n5c1ously, by placxng H1m 1n the unenvrable p051t10n i
0- DR

f "damnlng" é morally good man who professedly wanted to.
. o N L.
serve‘hlm, G e ‘ ‘
We are . exactly what we were when you saw us.
_last - I, miserable on account of God's
departure from-me, which I believe to be flnal,

B ”and"{Mrs. Unwin] seeking His return .to me in
the path of duty,. and by cont1nua1 prayer.71

°.

HlS outward behav1our is an 1nver51on of Wthh mlght be

uring hlS remalnlng twenty-seven years he was

: expeo/ed "D - a

E“ﬁgh contlnually occupled in pra151ng a God who had

o 1rrevocab1y damned him. " L .

His true oplnlon of hlmself remalned the same the

rest of hlS llfe - he knew he had rejected ‘God before God

*e

W

..had damned hlm.; . SR ﬁ

He consmders me as artraltor. .
RN
7OCprer to Rev thn Newton, May 20, 1786 Corr.,,

-III, 40,,41. . '».

* o
. Lo

7}oowpér-to'nevt, 30{:;786:'

John Néwton{‘sept;

Corr., III, 100 101. , B ' : : .
) N . _“ . B N - . : - . . N ' e . . T ) . )
C \.”' . 72Gregory, °E- c1t., p;jSQ;- A S L
S '..: 73Cowper 0" Samuel Teedon, 2 Jan. 1794' Corr., v, -
482. ‘ N —_— . .- ) o
R _ \ . " : ) ! . . ° .
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L e

I's ! :
S . 100
- - N, S ' [
f\ o terms are—tovbe kept with- me whom God ..M; 3’f- :
: cknsiders as a: traltor L T S
L - R g i _' .' . .'. I .A.'..‘ . ‘ L ‘
- ‘SPiritual-Death TR PTos T
e N o Y
Me mlserable' how. could I ‘escape. Lo . aa '(;'fT
“Infinite wrath and infinité despair} . |, -V .. - .
Whom Death, Earth, Heaven,: and Hell con51gned N
: - ‘to ruin, " - L
v hose frlend was God but God swore not to a1d
me|75 R . . »
. ,' Cowper reglstered hls bltterness toward God thh 'f

these words wrltten on a w1ndow bllnd at Weston Underwood

- on July 27 1795 when he was 1eav1ng to make hlS home w1th

the Rev. John JohnSOn of Norfolk. In the fragmentary

+

Splrltual Dlary the same year: he also wrote- s

;Such was not the mercy I expected from Thee, AEEEE ',Af

nor that horror and overwhelming misery shouid’
- be the only means of deliverance’ left me in a. S
‘(:moment sO 1mportant'75 0 . o Lo !

Cowper seems to have had an- eventual grudge that

g
g .

) even surpassed hlS 1n1t1al grudge agalnst.\bd over the' Lo 'H-

phy51cal "malformat:mn"x~ What could possibly have » .
- constltuted thls grudge that made splrltual death séem

1neV1tab1e° ‘A_hlnt is g;ven_ln hls last,testlmony.

. . r .
74Cowper to Samuel Teedon, 10 Jan . 1794- Corr.,

“IV‘, 485-"‘:' . ' e o S S - ./,—.\

. . ; . ] L .. : .

- ~w,”75"L1nes ertten On a- Wlndow-Shutter at Weston
"1%. 3—6 -Poems, p. 428.
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Lay not .thine. hand upon the lad ...78 L . _ Aﬁ

- - R

. g

» "No V01ce d1V1ne had stopped Cowper from commlttlng the . R
. . . : L
"sacrlflce of Abraham" w«%{ _~.f‘ [ . - L - .4

'"on the sllppery brlnk of thls horrible. plt 1n a state of

- ( L 1ol ,
No voice lelne th% storm allay a," ‘ :
‘No light propltlous shone; - ' . T
- When, ... 2 77 . T P T
: We perlsh'd . ey r e "‘ '~1"

[

The flgures of Jehovah Abraham, and Iséac appear again.

© A "VOlce dlv1ne“ had prevented Abraham from slaylng Isaac{'

And’Abraham stretched for. hlS hand, and’ took © . . BT
the. Knife ‘to slay hls son. i : -

i

' And -the angel of the Lord called unto- ‘him out of .
heaven, and  said, Abraham, Abraham...

Another Blbllca{\flgure had been supernaturally .: . i .

Y

arrested by & "valce lelne“ and “llght prOplthUS"‘

‘And Saul yet breaEhlng out threatenings and © . .. Tl
slaughter against’ the dlsc1ples of the Lord .. ER g
... came'near:Damascus: and "
.-suddenly ‘there shlned round about him a llght
"from heaven: ‘
"And. he ... heard a v010e sayln? unto hlm, Saul,
Saul, -why - persecutest thou me?

L1
s

Cowper was favored w1th nelther a'"volce d1v1ne nor a, _

. aitaish

SRS SRR

~
i L)

propltlous "llght" ' Instead, he accused God of settlng h1m

-

- 1nfatuatlon llttle short of J.dlotism“80 3 J,‘-Ifi L
o : . ‘

Y N
o , NP G R . . k

77"The'Castaway“;-ll. 61-64: Poems, p. 432.. L

B oo . e e
'.78Genesrs 22;10412; I T o -

' Tncts 9:1-4. N .y
80 . ..‘ l; - . . ." . . " . ) ‘ . .

i Spiritual Dlary,.p.“496r- -
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L S :What hope was . there .for me ‘even then, for me, oL i
. ,v.ho ‘took’ the servant that sat up in my room . )

L _ for, the Angel Gabriel to such:a degree aﬁas T RV
. infatuated. before the day of Tnal"sl , SR

Lo e i . - . . . .
N { ., e \

. ’ E '. cowoer 5 pl was pathetlc ‘the’ socral rellgmus, and : ‘

D

"1-'e:notlona1 pressure : he was under was unbearabl-e, 1n hlS S -~

_ : '-".oh:". _v.ords, hls perceptlons, at the tl.me, were 1dlot1c.
ouever, the ohysmal mut:.latlon nvlas not the "nnpardonable

‘sm U HE cbuld have heen forg;ven for the actlon. What

- 'orocuced splrltu‘al death wa’s. hi's? blasphemy agalnst Delty . _' e

1

Lo L anu the g.rudge e cultlvated in, h:LS heart.- These eroded

any "DOSSlblllty ‘of spl,n.tua]: r' 'fr"ection-:{'- SRR N A

S ':arewell £o" the remembrance of . Thee for’ ever. ‘ S
. I'must now suffer thy wratl, but forget that I ., ' .. -~ .o
‘ever. heard £hy name. Oh,horrrble' .and’.still “-s~= R, i
S © . more horrible, that I write these last lines. 82
ST T nlth a’ hand that _15 not permz.tted to tremble'

Cowper used a very expﬂessxve unage to portray hxs ::: |

E a 'smrltual death - the eastaway . It is both Paul:.ne and

3N

'

0. 'Johanme. St Paul uses it J.n the context of the lughly
'conoetltlve Greek races.. The castaway was a part1c1pant

'-.».no had been dlsqualifxed, .or rejected for soxne reason. He

. \\ . . ' S e ‘

_ *ould not be awarded the crown or' the wreath. [
S e : e A

s IR BlIbld., P 495. Lo _ ";,~,5' - _~ ST

. lebld ’ p 496. les Golden in- hls In Search : S

oo . for Stablllty (New, York - Bookman Assoc1ates, 1960 makes S,

I " this observation' -"His —Sp1r_1tua1 D1ary is' perhaps not a o .

e ' rational product 4. coming as it does in a-time of crisis, > . . - ¢

S -+ but it .does .develop.one of his basic- att,:.tudes, nghtly I

' generallzed by Mr. Fauscet and by Mx. MacLean .as a hatred : .
ofC-oa.,p 87. : . A - -
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But I keep under my body, and brlng 1t 1nto ‘
' subjection: lest-that-by any means, when'I . .
“have préached to others, I myself should be -

castaway 83. . i ,. . -

e : Cowper s "w:.thered tree, frultless and 1eaf1ess“ is ‘.

g ' remlnlscent of the "castaway" 1mage in St John. .
if a man abide not in me, he is cast forth
das.a branch,. and is withered;  and men gather

’ them, -and cast them ;mto the fire, and they
are burned 84 O (. o R

' Cowper, from h:Ls own testlmony, experlenced -
' splrltual death from 1773 unt:Ll 1.799 He experlenced "’f'-

phy51ca1 death on Aprll 25, 1800. Would he exper:.ence

A eternal death? Was Wn.lln.am Cowper actually an apostate

L("

The Rev..John Newton belleved fervently that it was o

.delu51on..- He belleved Cowper would experlence eternal

llfe I ) E - - .'

LEph C. R . 0 o ' ' “ C too L
e L My frlend, my fnend! and have we met again, :

' ' ‘Far from the home of" woe, ‘the "home of men; . K

.l'!l..ll.l.-ll....lllll...Ildljl.ll.l

.I..lll

. Oh! 1pt™“thy memory "wakel I told,thee 'so;: ,
e~ thus would end thy heav1est woe- T

., And God's own: hand- would w1pe away thy tear-.
* While "I should claim a mansion by thy side, -

or was hlS "damnat;on" only an effect of a deranged mmd? :

I told thee so - for our Emmanuel d1ed.35, ‘, a
' RN . PR
. I Corinthians  9:27.
&4John 15 S I

. BSThomas erght The .Loved Haunts of Cowper
(London T. Flsher Unw:Ln, 1894), p. 57. -
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: We w6u1d llke to agree wrth Newton, but perhaps we must

iﬂ\f;}: ' Credlt h1s klndness to hls the010gy and to hls loyalty as

- H N

r .

Tﬁe

N ~ ’
HEREE T

’f’“j“ . n&ncrated 1n the Book of Hebrews. g;‘,‘t'}jng; ,f; o

R . The

*'early as IZ§3 and applled it to hlmself-"

BRI ' prophecy of Isalah,g7 but 1t-1s even more clearly

e fBut that whlch beareth thorns and briers is
- rejected, and- is: nlgh unto cur51ng, Whose end
-is to be burned 88 ° .l -,

fﬂki . a frlend. The ev1dence that Cowper has left us 1s much S

"_more conv1ncang Cowper used an 1mage of apostasy as

My brler is a w1ntry one, the flowers )
are. w1thered but_ thethorn remalns.86
"brler and thorn“ 1magery is qulte promlnent 1n the

.

N\
"erter 1s deflnltely talklng about apostasy.

Forclt is 1mp0551b1e for those who were once
‘enlightened,. and have. tasted ‘of the heavenly -

: glft, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, L
" And have' tasted the good word of God, and the'j a. s -

powers of the world to: come, .

- If they . shall Fdll’ away, to. renew them agaln o=
- repentance; .seeing .they crucify. to themselves the -«
Son of God afresh and put- h1m to an open shame.99 Fy

S " F: BT %w‘ AREEIRR xw-{:"’rﬂﬁqmw‘.ﬁﬁ e ‘:ﬁ?"“

) . ’ |
a 86C0wper to’ the Rev.  John Newton, ‘April 20, 1783: -
‘: ’ Corr- ’ II, 60. N . . - .< ’:4— '.I " . ‘. . - * - ' -,'
L H 871,s'aiah"_5':'6;':-7':23, 24, 25 9 18;10:17;- 27:4; 32:13.
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. Even a Calvinlst could not 1gnore the fearful ) \
s“i..~ warnlng agalnst apostasy.g_0 'We must accept the ev1dence- f'
jV'-X N although Cowper contlnued to wr1te 1n-an acceptable 'tﬁﬁ

}
manner concernlng the Chrlstlan God1_chrlstian ethlcs, and

. ;n general Evangellcal\Chrlstlanaty, even though he 11vea
N “a life- outwardly c,nformaﬁle to Christian morallty, in -

-

hlS heart, acc6rd1ng to the ev1dence, he was an apostate -

) Cowper ad rejecbed Emmanuel as the Propltlatory Sacrlflce
and he Had rejected JehOVah as his Father.
w w : coae N
.:-T" - - : L e ‘
.‘4':.5":" - ' h - )
. V.. Taon s b ’
\ . .‘,' "Y
L e R 90aecause of the doctrlne of - the Perseverance of
N .the Salnts, -a Calvinist ‘would not-allow that one of the
R - Elect could fall from" grace.. Cowper.'s. last 1etter to the: .
Coe . Rev. John Newton, his last extant letter, April 16, 1799:
: Corr,, IV, 506.° "I thought myself secure of an.eternity. |
to.be spent with the spirits & such men as He whose life
N .. afforded the. subject of it.;.. & storm was- at hand whlch .
N . e would: blot out: that prosp7pt\§g£fver " .
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. poetry a search ‘for stablllty

;» 4 .J' *

. .| - CHAPIER SEVEN .

: R S ' o T - i
o CT . \ , e

< . . - 'COWPER'S P%}ETRY o S .:_,,

T '.'x.”gf - 51:4 His Assﬁﬁanees'.?‘ e .
,_';”l Characterlstlc of one wrth inner turm011 Cowper O
wanted all of hls surroundlngs peaceful, constant and :
;‘stable.; He was thankful that 1n .the’ untxerse there was a °

Prov1dence? actlve 1n the affalfs of men~ o i -

God moves in a.mysterlous way, . f L
‘His :wonders' to perform; ! - ' -Q)f ' T
_He plants his footsteps in the sea, T e
ER And rldes upon the. storm. A o

’-Deeplin unfathomable mines Lo T e
- i

Of. never -failing skill; ., .
" He' treasures up his’ brlght de51gns,u

. ' And works hlS soverelgn w111 3 ' -

Mysterlous are hls ways, ...if “ _ :

C o .« ++ th' . allotment of the skled o K
"+ The hand of ‘the Supremely, Wlse, L R R

'That guides ‘and governs .our affectlons, - .

And plans and’ orders our, connex1ons,

-

. -,.
.1 .
+~"Morris Golden, op. c1t., has seen in Cowper s

¢ -

_ "-Cowper to Lady Hesketh, Sept 4, 1786 Corr., I,, t
‘P4 "A firm persuasion of the superintendence e of

Prov1dence over all our concerns ls absolutely necessary N
‘to. our. happlness.

-

B

v 3 . ’_; . . . - - =
o “nght Shlnlng Out of Darkness" 1177 1-8: Poems, .
" -p. 455, . o o
1 ]
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.He was confldent that the eternal God of the unlverse in

: the person of Jesus Chfist-had made an appearance in t1me

j . : ~ = .- : Ce o
and 1n'hlstoryu R SO - L

~ .
}x cr \ - I -
] . N : il
!‘ ) ! * ” -
/ o . - .
| . ; . -

' ' ‘ S !, . -107

, .

Dlrects us ﬁn ‘our’ d;stant road, 1;7 o
And marks, the bounds of our abode. fl ST

: _wmo look at hlm, who form'd: us~and redeem'd
Il.IIll...'..'."..'..!...‘."...'ll...."ll
_To see ‘a God stretch forth -His, human: hand,
....'IQl...'l.ﬂ""l'..l'....'l.......'l.lll .
To recolléct that,lln a form like our's, =~ .- . .
',He ‘bruis'd beneath"his feet th' lnfernal pow rs, T
Capthlty led captlve,‘rOSe to'claim. 5 . - N
: The wreath he won so dearly in our name...5 T, St

In. Creatlon Cowper could trace,"the unamblguous footsteps ’ f} :
) “. . . . ‘ ' : ' ’ . . ) . . g .' «“ _' e .
; of God"6 U 'y.:~; T &

., ‘His are the’ mountalns, and the vallles hls,’-» R N

. And the]reaplendent rivers. ' His t! enjoy Lo . °
-With.a propriety that none can feel, ' ... . .. -~ -
But!who, with filial  confidence inspir d:,ﬁ. ST
: Can 1ift to heaven an unpresumptuous eye, . e
: vAnd smlllng say ~ My Father made them“al&! ‘-‘;': B P

“ The Lord 'of all, himself. through a1l dlffus'd, e T
Sustalns,,and 1s the life of alb\that llves. R Rt

vbbl'Nature is but'a name ‘for- an effect, . : ';‘,:;

‘ . ‘ S H .t 3 .
. 3 K N . - .
- Sf R . T oL : .
- . .o . -, . K . .
| - : Lt . . -

,“‘-Whose cause is’ God.

. T‘.". . o \ . - . ' W ‘.‘ ! . . . o ‘ = ‘b. ‘-‘l ,‘."
AN . ' h S .
- 4"A Poetlcal Eplstle to Lady Austen“,,ll 29, 33- :
38: Poéhs p. 335, : : o
’-,S“Charity"; 11. 579, 581 583-6 Poeis, P- 88 LS TR
I 6The Task, V (1 812 Poems, p..217. & !
’ Ib&d., 11. 742 7 Poems, ‘p. 215; N
' . R : o ~ ) . ... - 4. ‘ o LB
: L 8Ibld., VI, 11. 221 4 Poems, p..224. Cowper's. . =
‘antagonlsm ig* not with . .the God of Nature. 1t 1s thh the: ..°
personal God o . v - i oo o T PN
. ‘ it , \—m?“-.,,,\ . ; i.\ " . : .
foral RN
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y o

L Unllke the great Romantlc poets who enjoyed the :u;}ff”%ﬁ:”

. w11dness GE Nature,9 Cowper enjdyed cultlvated nature' f_fi" o L -

.

e N e

.God. made the country, and man- made the town._.'m'
.- Our. groves were planted to: console at noon" Lo PR
‘.The pensive wand'rer in their’ shades.; At eve.‘~-“ T T
thé moon-bedi, slldlng softly in between .. e e o
The sleeping leaves, is all theé light- they w1sh, - ‘
" +,-Birds waxbling, ahl the music. 'We can..spare- . S
-~ . The spréfdour of your lamps;. _they but- 6cl1pse o
© - Our-softé¥’satellite. Your songg confound’ - . "  *-" .
. Our moredharhonlous notes: the thrush’ departslo,j R o
Scar'd, and th"offended nlghtlngale is mute-. '“S'. SRR
Cowper appre01ated the rgie of ﬁevelatlon 1n
answerlng man 'S Blg QUestlons-'fﬂ'ir:;'ff: -'IT";'*. e e
) _ S :y R
. IR ' JWhencg isman? .. -1 .- e
. Why form'd at. aliz and wherefore as: he is? " . ORIV X RN
* - ‘Where must. ‘he find his- ‘Maker? with what r1te$t, T
- Adore- him? “Will he hear,.accept; and bless? . =~ ‘. - .
'Or ‘does-he sit -regardless of.his. works? .. R
©,Has, man within him &n-immortal seed? -. . . . - e
-, 'or’ does. the tomb take all? « If he&"survive - .t . .
B H:s ashes, where? and in. What- weal’ or woe? A T e L
. Knots worthy of solutlon, whlch alone, .
v A Delty could .8 lve‘11 R o

o 9Cowpe could not remain long at Eartham Lodge, the
'elegant mansioj" ‘of Wllllawfﬂayley, because .of the w1ldness o
1n the natural cenery surround;ng it. "([Weston] has' an air™ '7Lf :
- of snug toncealment; in" which a dlsp051t10n like mine feels’ :7 PECERE
1tself pecultarly gratlfled -whereas here' [Eartham]. I‘see _—
from'.every window woods like forests, "and hills like | ST
.* mouritains, - a w1lderness, in short, .that rather’ 1ncreases"[ S
_.my natural" melancholy A Cowper to Lady Hesketh Sept 9. - o
1792- gorr., IV, 287. : L
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5 ,; He sees the Church as the strongest prd?onent of V;ntue and | g~;,,‘

s _
.4f”']£ : the propagator of Revelatlon-f< ti; '01_;_7~“ DA v P
PR .o . EERPEN i h

e . ~ HEN

The pulpit (when the. sat*§ist has at last, ,{"; e L
SO "' Strutting and vap'ring in an empty.school, . Lo
e "~ Spent all his force and made-no- proselytg)n-}‘

' ' I say-the pulpit (in the sober. use o e
» -~ 0f- its Tegitimate," pecullar pow'rg)..
‘Must stand acknowledg'd, while. the! world shall stand,
RS . ~ The most important -and éffectudl’ guard,mz.-" g»p- co , ’
SRR -+ 7 Support, and ornament,of: virtue's cause,.—- .-’ S
Ly ' .- There*starnds. the messenger: -of truth: there" stands e Mo
% ..~ The legate of the skies! - His ‘theme .divine,: ‘

LR <+ . His office sacred, his credentials ‘clear. , n: . .

L By him“the violated law speaks out L. ‘ ol

S ‘ Its -thundexrs;. and by him," in.strains as sweet a0 e AT
L S As angels use,'the gospel whlspers peace.12 L »" L

3 ‘; L ClVlllzathn W1th 1ts culture and materlal bless1ngs R
| SUlted the temperament of Cowper. He acknowledged and e T
}'ﬁk_“ 3: ‘cultlvated the 1deals of temperanee, 1ndustry, and‘wlrtne. o
§ ,.ﬁjl Blest'he, though undlstlngulsh d~from the crowd.. :; 'H_I_z e

.. By “wealth' or ‘dignity,; who dwells .secure, ,“-.. )

. ' Where man, by nature fierce, has laid aside - " .© . - "
v - '# His fierceness, having -learnt, thBugh ‘slow to: ‘learn,. - . -
T - ' The manners and the arts of civil llfe..&-u',.,‘: R
C e " HlS wants, indeed, - arenmany, but supply: : j;»?-ﬂh ‘~-~ L -

) : _ Ts obv;ous, plac'd- withih the easy reach ‘f’-“'ﬁﬂ e T
- ; . ¢ Of ‘temp' .xate wishes and 1ndustr10us hands.:’ iﬁ.:

- N ;ﬁ';iHere VLrtue therES as. in her, propex 5011...:L_LF‘H3". r
fr ss éowPer needed thenldeals of authoraty, control~ and .
Al e . . .
Cf - dependablllty ;n Prov1de;ce, Nature, Revelatlon, ChurChr
‘&”E and C1v111zat10n, he needed ‘the . qssurance'of these r””ﬁl.' o
‘ e . - PR N 1
,j;;“;‘ ;‘vcharacterlstlcs ln'QOVernment.; Hls 1deal ln government vas .
.',‘: . T o v Tt _v.:'\.u_ ;. < R - . P

el 121b1d,, II lL 329 342 Poems, p ‘f%3. - o SR
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.‘ . o .' h
‘ aheolute monarchy fn 'n.n;“" g” 'y_g*zj;- _:? Lo
o : ’ N . t-"".—' - LI N ' .

L ‘" .|‘_, D . ! e 4'. L S
AR R We love».r. SR

The klhg who loves-. the lawp respects his., bounds,.~ _

~ And reigns content w1thrn them: him we sewye = -~ "

>~ " Freely and with’ delight,.who leaves us freexyh col

‘But- recollectlng still that:he'is man, S

© We trusty hin not tQQ farl, .o e B Y R B

T T ‘s . He is our' s,», L

}/?‘= ot edmlnlster, to guard, t' .adorn the state, SRR
to _aut ‘not to warp.or change it: We are his. }1“5“}4 :

‘To. serve-ﬁam nobly in the’ common: cause,-, 14" AR

True to the death,,but not ‘to be h;s slavés.u . AR

_lk,.,&. - i

P The assurance of: control-at every stratum of ﬁlfe

a
4 .
o

that Cowper craved, hé dld not flnd at the level of Home..~;}"1;:L;"

r-.‘—‘

The deprlvatlon of authorlty and protection 1n thas ars“ffT,ﬁ.‘"
S ‘. - S e

!

. was dlsastrous, as we have seen throughout thls paper"fﬁe, DR
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: Father, and frlend, fnd tut“r, all'ln one. L el =

» e T His Anxieties dnd-Asylums ' .. Lo Tl o

A T 0{1" [ T T U L T B SR
: ‘ .4 '} T . .‘ x .oa . - . _"'-: . '. N [ \» . '. K -y "A.G . - )
- f}; 'A.g .' Cowperrmet every anx}ety of: hls 1ife on the r;")I; AR '

'/ phy51cal emotlonal mental, soclal and splr;tual levels‘

. - ‘

1. correspondlng search for asylum After Cowper s"

e e
Y L

e

A L turne: his. back on London for good- S 3~é'-f.-5;"'
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. B v . =, [ " . ' ’
‘e .Ni‘ . S . :‘ o .. -l ’ ] 3 y),“
. \; b ' o . ; . ¢ ' T N ; - q"o .
. ';'__. ‘ e . ’l\ ‘\_' [ ".A' ; , - 4 ; ’ .
Lo e e % ' . C111 .
. - f‘m{ R . - \ ‘."‘ T o . .
o o IECIER
S © +Oh. thou(?resort and mart. of all ‘the earth A T
(R . Chequer'd with. akl complexions -6f. mankind, ¢ . - T
T . .%. And spotted with: all crimes; in ‘whom "I, see,7?;'?z. . e
R ~,"" Much that I love,-and more bhat I adere,“T Tt
T B . And-all, that:I abhor; .I. T | -
’:"'.‘ﬁ.‘: “. ..A—v- .q..'lo.‘.-.l..-.I.lb-"'.Il...l.'l."..‘.l.;‘.v ’ ; . ' ‘-. 9 .
| <t Ten’ rlghteous would have sav'd a ity once, - .. it fel

‘,And thou hast many rlghteous... . Well for thee! S P
‘That .salt. preserves thee; more corrupted else,.j s SR
'And therefdre more obnoxjioiis, at this. hour'" Tl

af  Phar’ Sodom in ‘her "day had pow'r to’ be, ch L

u.' ’ }For whom - God heard hls Abr am pLead rn valn.ls,: .
ﬁls retreatnhad been hlS re51dence at Orchard Slde 1n ,
Olney -'~- L . 4‘” L ,cv.:"*‘??';¥¥ﬁusfﬁ‘r‘ﬂ "

v ' e IR R LT e b <‘,,'” DRI .

'Tls pleasant through the loop-holesﬁof-retreat f;ff}'uﬂ .
.. /Mo peep.-at Such. a world: to'see the stir.; - .t
.. Of the great ‘Babel, and not feel the crowdr'iﬂx' T

To"hear the roar she. sénds through all\her gateS"}:: S
At a. safe. dlstance.... S e T S

- A e The sound of ‘war.

‘ .Has. lost its terrors ere it reaches’ me; Ll s T e
« Grleves, but ‘alarms” me not~17 R '-A:'~*..’~~w\" R
R . Smce the rural fcene was a major retreat~ for ,‘..: - ,‘ R

Cowper ‘%e was dlsturbed over any encroachment of- the c1ty ‘iff,'lﬁl};g

e
N S s LA Je q‘
. ’,. . ' DS i [

upon the country or.the out51de world uponvhls sanctuary

. . .
._.'The town has tlng'd the country, and the staln/ Appears a

.——-—-ﬁu

I spot upon a, vestal s robe,/ The uorse forqwhat 1t 50115
The postman Who - arrlves at the beglnnlng of - “Thevanter

" . :.',n ‘. o ‘... .-r.»: .--- _{*\ : ‘..‘.\' . : ) {. . '._‘.. '.‘hl‘:. . 'T“
S TR 6 Roems; -p: 182.

a0 B ;Théﬁrﬁsk; 1111-11,f833-§&1844-

C - ,-f; Ibld., IV 11 - 88- 92, 100-

ocems, pp. 18,5,
s R _.a e e Loy

o 1bid;, v, 11, 553-5+ Poems, p:'124h_-',-?“
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o - . < v )
ST - . H’)- . ' N ) g
R ’ ,1‘, R ; L e L e fﬁj
:ﬂEVenlng".lS the "herald of a nOLSy\yorld"‘ ' ﬂheeeeneer.of' ‘Z' : "gg
grlef/l Perhaps to. thousands\ and qof joy to some ‘/ .To ;,um . u“
1nd1ff rent whether gr1ef or joy 19"(‘l'owper e.solutlon:to . }
4 thle encroachment 1s to. "stlr the flre, and close thq tffxft? O
--shutters fast / Let fall the curtalns..““?o ’3””';, N B .;‘} A,:; g
‘The home at Orchard Slde was -a sanctuary on manf B C . ]
levels.' ;t was Cowper e.own phy51ca1 protectlon froh the ‘?o;-“.,
destructlve forces of Nature, sonsymbollc of the Wrath of ‘{.f . #17:1
‘God to hlm,-lt wae-lnumany respect, Cohher s return to Edenrhﬁiyn i;{'
. o e
It s not aqc1denta1 that Cowper calls the thlrd boék of . o o
:“;TheaTask’ ‘"The Garéz”':‘:ﬁ“‘s‘ l.eé’:‘”;.oj-gjlif;”{ ;‘alij ;:? }f, =
f ,j ?2n DAEéQLIc happineser thou onlyrblleséli_",&:;':FI‘EJ X ks
Of Paradlsevthat has surv1v'd the falI!w B ?{:.-au .g_nt: .
O, ﬁrlendly to. the best pursults of man,\b.f»' ;ig“:$ iﬂ' o
Frlendly to’ thought, to' virtue, and to: g ace “{“i”: i a i
-Domestic;life in.rural’ lelsure pass d'z St e
However; "domestle.hapolness" held - an lnnate lrbny ﬁbr o ;J L E ;
C0wper becaUSe.he was qelther father nor husbandJ Neverthe— '
leeg, 1t was stlil hrs emotlonal asylum hecauseﬁthgre hls PR I

role as; aaspn wés at last fulfrlled ' JZJ‘”iﬁtié 1"

e lgIbld., IV, 11\\sq 13- 15 Poems, p.’ 183
" ". ; . I \\' et y . , . o . . . ada -
.t .. L 20 . ) °; o R . . ) ‘

. * o‘

L2 ‘Ibid.h'IIIh 7. 41- 2-'P0ems,'p.,165. ‘Ligx;;n;7 A
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a . * ) 3
! ¢ ’ - a . . ) ‘\1 'w:r
) g Q s ) . ' .
e : ' . Tt 2113 g
o N .'I was born of ‘worian , and drew mllk
2. As sweet. as .charity, from human breasts. L
SRS thlnk,.artlculate, I laugh. and weeg e
.And exer01se all. funct1ons of a man 3 7 ' -

He 1s a member of the human race, he 1s a son-,but he ‘is..

‘ .

'i ndt a'father or husband Mrs UnWln plays an 1mportant EEE

‘.role as his mother substltute, prov1d1ng hls creature 'ﬂ TR

comforts' ".}‘; L -

2 ~, The mornlng flnds the self-sequester'd man - ; ‘f T
.Fresh for his task, 1ntend what task he may : - T

. Whether inclement seasons recommend . U :

' His warm but- §imple home, where he enjoys,~ . ﬁw24f.x BRI

W1th her who, shares hls pleasures and his’ heart...;‘ : '

;:“ : . ) K ] :, : ‘ -: ,‘ 2-4 . .‘ L '.'t g ..‘ _..‘ _,..": ::-’ :- et ) : '.._.."‘ ‘:.. \,I.‘:'l\
"L . But’ ‘well thou play!d'st the housew1fe s part, LY ’ g
N ARd all thy threads’ w1th.mag1c art - e o ' e

Have wound themselves -about thls heart, 43

I

e%]: Cowper prov1des shelter from the Forces of Natureyltie;_kgw.
for plants in hlS greenhouse and for animals w1th1nﬁh1s '

home. Nature wrth ltS storms a d perennlal wanters can '3 e

' produce disaster to plant and nlmal'llfe as well as human i_ )

llfe. He sometlmes 1mplles that he has beenma better

Defender agalnst Nature's destructlvé forces than God or

i > . Lo -,

) hlS father had been for h1m~', “fft 'fTMC-[. T::"",ffﬁ'sw

\ s Y a T a s e T CE AR £
s\“ - 3 . .o . Lk ’ ) . ° .
ST Ibrd., III, ll 196 9 Poems, p 168 .
S L . — RN , .
S 24'15':1':1., 111:, 11. 386 390 Poems p.-;¢1.7z.j o S
o — , : B AR RN o
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‘.See, Mary, wh beautles I br1ng , T t
From the helter of: that sunny shed, L .
'.ln.o“.oun...llll-!--oolluoobllo.l-.d‘--., e h < -, . ','(;:;1‘_
‘See how. they have safely surviv'd 'Séé, . '
. The frowns of a. sky S0 severe . T
- NG ‘One sheltér'd hare e .
‘Has never heard the sanguinary yell )
_ Of cruel many exultlng AR her’ woes, RTRY .
-Innocent. partner- of ' my peaceful home, . . -
Whom ten' long years' experience of my care AL AR R |
;.= ' 'Has made at last familiar; she has.lest - - .-, - - ]
* 7 Much .of her fvigilant instinctive dread,,: PR P
- . Not. needful: here, beneath a.roof like mine., . > + - . . ..
. '- Yes - thou may'st eat thy bread, and’ lick -the hand & -~ = . "\ i
<" That" fe ds thee; thou miay'st’ frolic-on the floor ' -.. - :
- .. .At eveping, and at night retire secuze ,. . - ,njfﬂ%W' A y
" . To.thy straw couch, .and: ‘slumber - unalarm'd; - - B ;o Tt
© - For I have galn'd thy confldence, have pledg'd R B
- *:All this is human 1n me to protect . U27 v -._; g : "j v
' 5 " Thine- unsuspectlng gratltude and love. _,'-T.N_ B
1th almost fatherly care, Cowper prov;ded shelter at one o ) f&
tlme or the other for three hares, elght pa;r;»BE plgebns, .Ti*T“TqyefJ_
.f/p llnnet, roblns, a magple, two goldflnches, a Jay,r\ . o :
starllng, canarles,'gulnea plgs, be51des dogs and cats.zﬂ,
. . In the mldst of the clrcumstances of thls Eden-llke-';‘ T
o ot . L :
paradlse Cowper was Stlll a. -man w1th mental torture and é '
terrors.' He found partlal asylum from these through the 'jfg
. ¢ - :A . . . . '. "
wrltlng of hle poetry ‘ﬁ R I 'r' S e
Vo W e T
. I bj‘ - . - . ~-,- . | . .'~ . el Y ._.: ..‘ J

R T A ? o

Ce T 26"'I'he Wlnter Nosegay“ lil 5-6, 17;18j‘22§E§(1f,¢ C gin.,'ﬁ’. 3
‘fpp, 293 4 . . Lo [1 I SRR .

¢ . '

- . . »“ “ DR to- . ot o0t R
‘~‘f-:‘. 27Ibld., 111, 11 334 348 Poems, p- 17k S 5
L ; _ [ O g

o Qulnlan, Crltlcal L1fe, p- 97.};~1 T
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o There is a pleas}e in pqetlc pa:Lns A : I
Y .Whi¢h only poets.kndw,. : The shifts and. turns, NP I
. - Th' expedients and - inventjons, multiform, - . - . - ° CH
To which the mind- resorts,_m chase of terms . ' - t

“‘“Thouqh‘ apt, yet coy, and’ dl’fflcult to wm ~ . o '
Tratrest the’ fleetlng'lmaqes that f111 S ‘-

© . The mirror of. thé :mind, and hold th%m fast, . - S

And force them-sit® till: he: has. penc1l'd off -~ .

- A faithful likeness of ‘the forms he views; . = =

.n.--.-n-o..--'o.c'o‘:i.'-e-.-.o..Ql‘u.t.c!o.' t ’
“Are occupations of..dje.poet's mind . e -
'So pleasing,’. and ‘that steal away the thought ... .-

] Wlth such address -from themes of sad 1mport...2'9. .' SR

o' .

The ertlng of poetry als’o gave Cowper a sense of mssmn. L

\
R

'He felt the necessity of belng a good stew,ard of hls o i-. L
"talents. , Cowper, an ardent admirer of Mllton who was ;‘uf o R
. '_'ever in }us “great Task-Masifér‘s eye“,30 gave the tltle -

e .The Task - to h].S greatest work We cannot ignore its Ll

1mpllcat10n-- 1 AN ’ SRR ‘ e

o TMe ..l T T e e e
‘ e , Do .aware: that human lJ.fe LT
Is but a loan to be repald w:.th use, . | 31 r
When he ‘shall call his.. debtors “to: account.:
..cul.anocnn-.nun.ou-oa--alcvou-ct-pot'-o-ouono-
.~ ;{The mind "he ‘gave me; .driving it, though slack o _
' 'Too.oft, and much’ _impeded in its work . - Cor I
- By causes not. to be dlvulg'd in vain, I SRR
To 1ts just pomt - the servmce of mankmd.

- L ,"1.. feels hlmself engag'd t' ach:.eve. s §
No unlmportant, though a s:.lent, task ) 5
' — - ' - . " R . R R ol ! T~ ) j
R o 29'I‘he Task, III 285 293 298 300 Poems, p. 152. - 3 ‘{
. . 30 John Mllton, “"On 'Belphg Arrlved at Twenty-Three‘ L
Years of Age", 1. 14,.The English Poems of John Milton, oo AN
JH.C. Beech:.ng, ed. (London- Oxford University Press, 1968) AR
z ,p- 29 K .‘, ' T ) e oo — y’..‘,
. 31Matthew 25 14 30.\ - R " E T _‘ ;
T 32y pask, TTI, 11 351, 36;3 s, 369°373; 377-8:
Poems, p 172 T e e o
T T T T T
I 3CHN 5 e S 7 EIIRR



,seemlngly lovrng and klnd poet after the derangement of

' 1773 was condescendlng to the ordlnary people’ of Olney

. N ( .
\ . ‘e . . . N . . n

<
i

. . . . K e . R . . . N . ¥
. - .

' o

His poetry furnlshed a w1ndow on and for the ST

out51de world. People knew hlm«through hls poetry. The EEREN

AT

»
.
-
R aestmen ¥

, Slnce Mr Newton went, and t111 thlS
“ “[Lady Austen] came, there was not ‘in the *
" kingdom a retlrement more absolutely .such

than ours. 33 . . . .

. i . o '

However,.he found a socxal asylum in hlS controlled and C L s

.

jllmlted frlendshlps - those to whom he extended friendshlp.

71n frlendshlp he* felt very 1ndlghant

ACorr., I,

.

mo these he.was exceptlonally loyal and falthful.
.securlty

TValedlctlon" w1th Thurlow and Coleman in mlnd, he expreseed

_poem

l . .
Frlend— L
Shlp +0 Cowper was very pre01ous.

Toward those who seemlngly betrayed Jhis: trust "n

ertlng “The 'f ;} R

.y,

i' .. .. : . . . .-l A A-,'l_--

I3 - “ . S

ETWEECPN

lady }N ' ;

It gave h1m a klnd of C :'f:fz-

'hls chagrln because nelther ‘one- of hls old frlends had '1f,f't . T

'acknowledged the glft of hlS flrst volume.3€ f 9;‘5J;d' S :-.7“"f

p.‘ 3500 ’ - —-.' , ) ‘ . , . . Lo IR :".. X

L

34"Notes" .PP. 672 673. "Thurlow had been h1s S _-w}jg

companlon when they were- studying law together in the same- S R

solicitor's office, and Coleman had- been at ‘Westminster i
School with him and was afterwards a. fellow-member ‘of - the - R
‘Nonsérnse C ub. ~ Both had prospered - Thurlow was. Lord R
Chancellor, and Coleman was a successful dramatist and.. - .-
Manager of the Haymarket Theatre when Cowper wrote the

3Cowper to R”VT‘Willlam Unw1n, Aug.,25 1781- '>v;~; : jit%k

R A A



117
FARBWELL false hearts! whose best affectlons fall
f : .Like shallow brooks which summer -suns exhale,
Forgetful of . the man whom once ye chose, o
" Cold in his cause, and careless of hlS'woes,»/ ,
I bid you both a long and. last:adieu,- S "
Cold 1n my turn and unconcern'd 11ke you.35 L :

Evangellcal Chrlstlanlty furnlshed hls greatest

plrltual asylum.‘ Unfortunately, 1t only lasted from

.,.-‘ : . 5
ﬁuly, 1764 untlluthe end of 1772, at most. Hls_an11eties‘

[ “ 1‘ N . - -
! . ’ et DR

_would become hlS angulsh."

. 3..Aﬁis;Anéuish7", e
Certaln repetltlve themes ang 1magery lndlcate the o
. r_“ ‘-"
. depth of Cowper's . "1nf1n1te despalr“36 and angulsh durlng
: hlS remalnlng twenty—seVen years followxng the derangement

| .
r .. . o S e, T

of 1773. f“ , :."\‘~_ S

Durlng the 1nter1m perlod of 1779- 1780, after

Q ' . ;

Eowper s, partlal recovery from the derangement of: 1773 and

]

the wrltlng of hls major poetry, beglnning in December

.1780, there emerge varylng expre551ons of futlllty in- hlS
“gshorter poems.. Thls 15 most often expressed by the phrase i
"vin vaxn.ﬁ" ’ - ~ -

.., He strove s0 vainly.?l‘y‘ N -J_ o : ST
Loy .“"3' -~ - . . A i -
'~T_' S "The Valedlctlon", ll,-l‘G;.Poems;.p.'357.j R

fih | 36"Llnes ertten ‘on a Wlndow-Shubter at Weston"

1 4: Poems, p. 428. R e : .

. 37"The Bee and the Plne-Apple“ 1. 8: Poems, pa.
296. - - [ Lo ==
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"But’still infvain/‘{f.j e BT SRR T )
Thus having Wasted half the day, - o f,"”',‘_' S

i ”'To jOYS forbldden man asplres, C 3. " -
,”_‘fonsumes hlS soul with valn de51res... R P
. v . - . . r—— .‘1. » ' * . : M ; .

PR N s ‘._ A_.‘ e . . 5 ) Lo o

’
AT L I R OV UL IR

... The lapse of time and'riVérs’is the3same; T e q'
) AAllke‘lrrevocable both when past,, B
” 'Though each resemble each ln ev'! ry part, , >5‘

A difference strikes at length the musxng heart;
Streams never. flow in valn..., ‘

-

The frustratldn that he must’have felt at flfty S -_.f

years of age ‘not to have’ yet d15covered hls "task" must .w:x‘_,f

have been te;rlble-v' - %"‘ - e - o

‘What nature’ expressly de51gned me for I. have Lo

.never been able .ta conjecture; I seem to " . L T
, mysélf so universally dlsquallfled for the . . 7= : S
" common. and 'customary occupatlons and amuse-- ‘ -
: vments of manklnd 46 . s S

i

Trapped by hlS destlny, Cowpf% s uselessness and emptlness @

TRPRIL Y LTON
.

-‘ex1st “in- splte of hls ndble blrthf

- ‘. e R . X "

N . " “Tine W?S when I ‘was, free as air, 1 . . o4 J
— ' The thistle's downy seed my - fare, e e A o
: “My drink the mornlng dew;, PP
I perch'd .at will on ev'ry spray,. = . . - i H

o My form. genteel,_my plumagé gay, .. S s ch g
RS My, stralns for ever- new.. .. T T T

CE [ .
o . . .
’ ’

- "38"The Plhe Apple and the Bee“i 113‘9;7;1,‘15,.16:_

.'Pdems, P 297 o , oo o
.}ﬂ:f;":1 39“A Comparlson ll l 5, 7 9 Poems, Pm_304-',ﬁ‘ o .,
A 40Cowper t0<ﬁev. Wllllam Unw1n, May 28 1781 } BRI
Corr., 314. e g L i S ":'”q~ hoE k

‘na‘
v' o

LSRR A ] ~
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' vy .,‘3'" .
. | e %
. ' —' \ - - . 0119 ‘r
‘But gaudy’ plumage,-sgrlghtly straln, SO e “?
. _And form genteel, were. all in valn, SR A .
+ -« [ And of a transient date;- T ';" ' i
For, caught and cag'd, and starv’ d.to death, S 4 §
In dying 91ghs my little breath41 ‘ TR )
- Soon pass'd. the w1ry grate... o NN i
:Cowper makes an attempt to be reconCLIed tO"what he thlnks *% ‘
- ‘.Z{!
is destlny, or the desmgn of . Prov;dence, but everythlng 3 5
WLthln hlm is crylng out- My heredlty says that I should - h
be more: than the "Olney Recluse" 42;;" L o . ) :
i l learn how Just 1t is and wrse,e’f: : . P . . £
To'use what Prov1dence aupplles,, X ’ ‘ ) . LU B r
. ,To leave fine’ titles, lordshlps,,graces,r:r;u_;llp~er;;~. A .
+ 7 Rich pensions, dignities, and places,” . . -\ .. - . s
""" - Those gifts o¥ a superior kindy . .. -~ ... T \ . 0
. jTo those for whom they. were design: d O . :
I learn-that comfort dwells alone ° - S .
.In that which Heav'n: has made our own,‘ - e SR
» ~ ‘That fools incur no- greater paln,"g T R
L vaThan pleasure coveted ln vain. R '-;\
‘ gg~.' Cowper ry sprrltual dllemma 15 revealed most : N
clearly ine his use of lmagery of the sea. In 1781 ke wrete -Q." i
.. -to the Rev. Wllllam Unw1n concernlng the effect~that the ‘:g.
. LT . i :
ocaan always had had upon hls sp1r1tua1 senslt1v1ty- N L K
. , -v R ) . - b . ._gz E;
v the most magnlflcent object“under heaven : '-_fa i L R
. is the great deep ... °In all its various forms,. : ' Tk
it is an object of all others the most suited -~ . ... - 2
- to affect us with lasting -impressions . of . the o - R K
awful Power that created aﬁd controls it.... . A
‘ 41"On a Goldflnch Starved to Death -in Hls Cage"
11 l 12; Poems, -p. 305. . > A -
42Chapter V 1n Qu%nlan s Crltlcal Llfe is called
. "The Olney Recluse“ B o . oo Lo
~”,‘h . 43“'I‘he Bee and the Plne-Apple“ llr 15-24: Poems, ”;
CUp. 295 | Lo R
R .37*4 ST e saaked Sy H eI mggmeahEE T F
k] PR,

rry,
-



co ' See me - ere yet my destm'd course - half don' .

e That ocean you_ of late survey'd,

; N ] . R K] T '
° ° iy b ' , u 120

: 2. ‘
. ‘at a-time of life when I: qavye ag little T

-attention to religious ‘subjects’as.altost - - -~

- any man,.I’yet remember. that the waves would . | -

‘] . - preach to me, and that in:the midst of.
y . dlssz.pat(ron I had an ear nto hear them.44 -

Strlvmg w1th ‘a destlny that_ls fraught w1th

- futlllty in 1757 Cowper is. separated £rom one: of his best -

" frlends by death and frorgl his Theadora by enlgmatlc
_ ‘c1rcumstances. 'SJ.nce the Sea ha‘s cast"’hlm' “forth a
wand rer”, 1t is not. too much to conclude that the de'th

and the separat:.on in: some way were both acts of.f 'd"‘:.'”

. Cast _forth a wand'rer on a wild unknown! o
See: me’ neglected on the world's' rude coas;,f"j';
Each ‘dear companion. of ‘my voyage 1ostl4

N
v

Cowper sees hJ.mself shlpwrecked when he c' pares hJ.s

splrltual condltmn Wlth that of the Re . John Newton in
S ' Y oa
s R . ) . / ¥ i N . B

1780. WL S ,

-~ “Those rocks I too. have 'seen, . o
But I, afflicted and dlsmay'd, PR S

S You, tranqu11 and serene. co B : S

You- from the floodlcontrolllng steep o -
Saw stretch'd Before your view, ' e
Wlth conscious joy, the threat'ning deep,

No longer suc/h to you. :

.To me, the waves that ceaseless broke
Upon the dang'’ rous coast. o

44 -
_,Corr,I,p 358" C ' o)

C R "On the Death of S:Lr W. Russell" 1~l'.. l,5418":
- Poems, p. 285 o ‘
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Cowper to-the Rev. Wllllam Unwm, -Sep‘t. 26, l781°
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.Hoarsely .and-ominously spoke: -. - o ST e g
- of a‘ll'my- treasure lost. S ot T KN
Your sea of troubles you have past, . o L ?' ’ ;i
.And found the' ‘peaceful’ shore; e .3
I, tempest-toss d, and wreck'd -at. last, o R 1
Come home 'to- port no more.“. L B
. N - ) ' ' 0 AL : . .wé “
i Cowper S sp1r1tua1 relatlonshlp w1th God is even o o
more frlghtenlng 1n 1790 when contrasted w:.th that of h:Ls. = M -
. . ( ‘. h . L ..‘j L : - 3 1
ldeallzed mother.. ‘ I T L A
Her beauteous form. .o Co e
v . !'l"dOl‘.llll.l..'lil-.-.-!!..'ll"l.!-e :\.‘ . o :a -
.. »++ hast reach'd the shore -, “.‘ ' -*u. ' i
"Where tempests never beat nor blllows roar, A . s
But me,,... ' ' " ‘
- Always- from port w:.thheld always d.;.stress‘d = e Y
Me howling winds drive devxous, Jtempest: toss'd, ..-'47"_ e o
Salls rlpt, seams opo n:.ng w:.de, and compass lost. e .

- As traglc as the J.magery of shlpwreck 1s, it: does .
not have the hopelessness and flnallty of the castaway ‘
lmagery. Whlle the world laugl*i’ed at John Gﬂpln in. 1782, o 5!
and the author was- hurled to lmmedlate fame, Cowper was .--'t‘;- ;

' also in the midst of a splrltual storm-u;”«‘ T
" and; strange as it may seem, the most .. . R TRI. © k
‘ '1ud;1.crous lines I ever ‘wrote’ have been ' Lt : s = a
written in the saddest. mood, .and, but.for . " . - ae g
‘that saddest - mood, perhaps had never been - ST T !
wrltten at all. To say truth, 1t would be el R L
‘e " . . ‘- ot [ e _ LT ‘. ' LA o Vo ) ’ . O ."\1". .
- 46"To the Reverend Mr. Newton"‘, 11. 1-16: Poems, - ‘
© pp. 307 B e SR R A
"On ‘the* Recelpt of My Mother 5 Plcture" 1’1" 93, o TE
96-7 -101-3: Poens, P. 396 T A , Ei;'
e . X . Ve - '.‘ - ;E;:Z;’.'—
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P — .but a shocklng vagary, should the marlners on '
* _'board:a ship buffeted -by a terrible storm, .. - .. "
Lot 'employ themselves in flddl:Lng and danc:x.ng, yet S
- somietines much such a part act 1.4 FR

, ) o . I3 ":\)'

John Gllpln is. an hllar:.ous character from the

n

spectator s p01nt of V1ew, but 1f that spectator has
empathy, he can f‘eadlly see that Gllpln is actually a s

"castaway The qhalse that carrled the rest of - the.

n

famlly to the weddlng—annlversary celebrat:.on 1s 1ntact‘

t:-he family has arrJ.ved safely and m good splrlts._ But

the borrowed horse, actlng 1nst1nct1ve1y, 1r‘rat10nally, and
capr1c1ously, 1s J.n contr‘ol of Gilpln s 51tuat10n. Gllpln s
destlny on that 111—fated day J.S totally at the mercy ‘of \°r

the horse. He never reaches hls mtended destmatlon. o

Gllpln, who has been a respectable, hard-worlung c:.t:.zen

. s

for twenty years, 1n bne* day becomes a mlsunderstood, e

N

rldlculbus jest and mockery to hls frlends and nelghbors'.

H'lS loved ones, unable to q1Ve hlm effectual aldf, can o.nly
v1ew ‘the spectacle w1th dlstress.~- Gllpln 1s \alone 1n h1s .'“

- "\ 1

51tuat10n.‘. T R R ‘C«‘ SR
Away went' GllpJ.n neck or nought' et :
Away went hat and-wigl o ' )
He. llttle dream_t. when’ he. set out, -' SR
’ Of running such a rigy - o ARSI

. e «
lc-------..n-o-on.c-..ugq..o--vv.-
. . R

. 7 .

P

. - . - .
a . . Lo, . - ~

S 48Cowper to the Rev..WJ.lllam Unwln, Nov. -18“,“1‘_78'2:
corr., II, 27 S R - .
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s Away went Gllpln - who but, he‘> S . -

-ll‘-llha.-Oll.l..."ll.in.l‘-’.l

.Away “went Gilpin, ... '; Coa

- P
AL

1

Tt
e XYY

.- And sore against his w111 e
- nlll-...lll..l.l..lll.lllll-‘-n 10 . .. 'j,.,!
way went Gllpz.n, and away: T : ' -
Away went GJ.lpJ.n, angl away.ag. S e SUUNBACIERS: |
Excruc:.atltlg ’ agonlalng‘ John Gllpln is the Lud:.crous . '
,'cast-“‘Away S CT ‘, L L T, .
| Only one day before Cowper began the famous . o : e
“Castaway" in 1799 he translated 1nto Engli°sh hlS LatJ.n a SR i
P :
"'Montes Giac:.ales" Two of.ﬁcowper s. strongest images . T
' r'combme in.the "Ice Islanas" These J.cebergs are ‘a g e
floatmg type of "castaway" doomed to 0bl1.V1on, and, by : L |
thelr very nature, are J.slands w:n.thout "herb fru:l.t, and
Flow' ", 20 IR .t;-' . o L
L ‘ TV VU Ll . Vo
How qan Cowper achJ.eve such an. unbellevable :
/ Se . '
combmatlon of 1mages 1n the context of 1ce 1slands? i ‘
/ . C i
FJ.rst, he contrasts thelr appearance w1th the1r reallty. .
The lcebergs appear .as" the "rlchest treasures" from India, '’ . ”
or ejections- from famed vo,lcanoes. ST D ""»_ BT R |
. N i - ¢ — \ . . . [N . : ey ’ '!
IR 49"John G:Llpin" '11.g9.7'—"1-o£), 113, 157-8,.229%" | R
‘Poems - pp. 346~ 351. S «‘ oL L i
: ) S F oy ' : 3
50"Translat10n on the Ice Islands Seen Floatmg !
., in the German Qcean™, 1. 54: Poems, p 430-431. "Montes .
Gla01ales" wrltten March 12, IT799, . Y AU _ , ‘
v l - :-T‘ ‘ - B ] o 1 ."
8 -

35”55,".;::;5;5}
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. What view'we . now? - More. wondrous stilll” Behold!
, . Like burnlsh‘d‘brass they shine, or beaten gold; -_ W
‘And. all around the: 'pedrl's pure splendour show, CL
. " And all around the ruby"' 'S flery glow. ' R
Come they _‘from Indla?,... v e - S et
| | Whence sprang. they then? EJected have thei com. o
.- From vés v1us' or from ABtna‘s burning: womb?sl S
Iron:.cally, themr value an‘d brill:Lance are only due. to
.o they v but dlsplayu RN LR L ':f.""
‘The borrow'd splendours of.a rLcloudless- day
: Wlth borr0w'd beams they shlne.sz,_ e .;
- In reallty they are "horrJ.d wand'rers of the deep“ 53 .T..héi,'
a Tt e ?‘“==:"“=' I e o
..o are. mOunta:Lnsv of . 1ceh . ‘,g;" N SusERD R A
Do ~j‘ 'Thelr 1ofty summn.ts, crosted hlgh they show, Ce
‘With mingled sleet and long-xnpumbent SMOW. |\ g
‘The fest is ice.34 " LT T /) Ry
.- The "1nfant growth" of these dread "mountams"- took place
where "Bleak w1nter -we'll-nlg)d’ sadd'éns all the year" 55
They were 1aunched a.s float;.ng lslands wrth tremendous R
. o T A " ' Lo ‘ - A s .
forcel B '_ i e S
SO By pressure of its ownJ enormous welght, L ‘ . s
S It left. the shelv1ngﬂbeach -55 L ,“‘ e e L ;
- PPN ' . ‘.. R ‘.- \‘ .
. ] 51 . A Coe e R
~s 0 Plipdar, noie- 13, 17, 21—22. VL e "

L 521b1d., 1. 23-“25 s A
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1sland of Delos, whlch was flnaliy moored by Zeus 1n the :ifv’

S Aegean Se@ as the blrthplace for Apollo. - L .
' "But not of 1ce was' Delosg Delos bore e S
\k Herb,-frult, and flow r. A
' ’ A T I
. Delos enjoyed the god's approval, whereas the "'ce_lslands"'“;:' . j,

are doomed to “Clmmerlan darkness" - e

o o T 2
@, ‘ I " . .
o .. -

. An 1os was Apollo s fav'rité isle. Vi . 0 u -
oy Bug:fgprrld wand'rers -of the deep, to-you . - ... . ... .l
.. ! Herdeems Cimmerian darkness58.only-due. - . . .- e ot
. - Your hated birth he deign'd not to survey, S PR A ER
“_ " But, scornful turn'd his- glorlous eyes away St T ‘
o Hencej L e T ST ) ]

;-" ey S R I AR &
E The floatlng "rce lslands" are doomed to Obll ion by the . T

- . l . . ',-'v..u‘-
. "dart,s Of \Phoebus“” 0. v e T - ' T

- S ' . ¢ L ~ ..’ - .
PRI eﬁﬂ . The safie overtones that ,are’ begun 1n the “Ice . .
B ‘,-5 "~ _. : .. | ) ". ) . 3 . ‘ 5
Ti Islands".are perfected in. "The Castawqy" The '. S
' ‘ K < . . . .

PR N .t . ) T Y . ., '-. ‘ e
';1slands"‘ﬁre:' _ j?‘ . S A - ‘
P o . N . .
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BT Ca Ibid., 11 53- 54...~ . o T T - v
im o LN RN . .'g‘ s, ‘,P DN
R o h,’ 58

BT . . The’ Chrlstlan parallel to HOmer X "Cﬁmmerlan '.. "‘i'; _
Lot TG T darkness“ is. "outer, darkness": Matt. 22:13.  This 1s ane - T g
oL ' “Of . the two persistent metaphors -of Jesus for "hell",the. 1 .yl

t
PP _ final” abode of the damned The other is "everlastlng fire". . . “ng.
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The '"cast‘away"' i .. ,. . .‘; el o _ ‘ - ‘..‘.;

'fllfe. The "castaway" thh 1ts comblned Johanl'

e -

) allegory of Cowper"s tormentedﬁsplrltual Journey

N ]

’

,; : : Cowper s angulsh reaches 1tsngreatest express1on

‘_ f;i ~J for ever left. 62 T

: ! * ) . e

However, there 1s ‘a deflnlte change of " v1ewp01nt

A e =

In "Montes Gla01ales" we focus on the 1ntrln51c worthless-

- ke

ness and unproduct1v1ty of the."lce 1slands"' The‘

"castaway“ has human perSOnallty, and we. v;ew hlm 1n

aweSOme relatlonshlp to the "Awful Power“ controlllng the T

- . '

» .

"Ocean" and in’. relationshlp to the "Shlp" and 1ts crew.

f

lnghls last orlglnal/poem - "The Castawaym wr1 ten March

It ‘18" p0551b1e to see’ ln thls great oem an

’
-

20 25, L7995

Paulme64 connotatlons is placed 1n/the cg text of the

o . o

ocean’ Wthh, for Cowperp brought 1mpre551ons of "the awful

.; L .
Power that created ‘ahd controls 1t"

AN

he mercy of or the Justlce of that "awful Power“ g

65 He is totaily at

-~

M . . A N . B . , N . ]
" N . . B L.
LA s L mmmee o g
RGPt g = ! . [
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Ryskamp sees rony ln 1ts very form "to write a poem *
4‘\‘ ’ * . ) “' . '\ 1 " ‘ . "? v X . " S -
‘1‘ .". - R T e’ ) - N D , -

e o, -
et 62 "The Castaway" l 6 Poems, P- 431, L

63

b

; and "wlthered" tree cast lnto the flre. AR

'reject from the’ Greek reces not- w1nn1ng the crown or wreath

64,

: I. Corlnthlans 9: 27 St. Paul s “castaway"-

[}

. o 65Céwper to Rev. Wllllam Unwln, Sept. 26, 1781
Corrl' I, 358,‘1‘_ " — . ‘,.-“_. . R [‘, - . . .
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_'about belng cast off from man and God in a_form 11ke that A

- of a hymn Egﬁs is the«ultlmate 1rony

f"nght" has eternal’ dlmen51ons., On the nlght that Judas
'betrayed hxs Master, St John records the 1nc1dent'and-,_ j”

S L Ibld.:"ll'- 3, 4. . }' 5 o . ‘ ”

66 'The pervad1ng v ?f:'ﬂ"3

o r

s LA T,

.
N

I
I
i
,
bl

atmosphere of the. poem 1s 1nf1n1te desparr coupled wrth -:xny”tf'

J

the lnten51ty of hpﬁélessness._g.'l ‘ }g»g\;f';f ':-'3'_i~hg'l]3:;“

A GOm0 o el -
R key note is struck' “Obscurest nlght“ ' ;' j:“m}\~ ' g

’ \"

.‘. \{._.
L KN -

N

T (J‘ B S o e '
- He 'then: ',.'went1immediatelyﬂqut:faniuitt'llﬂJ;Q“?]Th ﬂlill;.....;

was n1ght.67. ; “. T '.‘-' ~‘“% Cu o

- ‘ R v ..‘ . \~.’ . ) .- . . "‘-‘\\i."‘#’r'. ‘.‘ . 1

The obscurlty of’ the nlght 1nd1cates that Cowper s ?T\i:ﬂfx,‘
sp1r1tual v151on 1s totally bllnded.; Blame for hls lost" ‘" ?,“:\f“kﬁ

. -

condltlon 1s placed totally on De;ty.‘ mhe,stormvrsnthe’m :\\;

. . P ,
EE f

respon51b111ty of "the sky ‘;I'T", Lo
Obscurest nlght invélv'd the sky, 8 . '
Th' Atlantlc blllows roar'd et : ,,‘-:.J

-

R bl e =7

.

Cowper is a v1ct1m of deStlny and God fpntrols destlny- o

When ‘suéh ‘a deStln d wretch as I, 69
Mash' d headlong ‘from:on-board.”” | co TS

'

et
.

t

.
.
. P oL
.1; - - C . N
b

S 66Char'ies Ryskamp, ed., Wlllram Cowper,."The '-,..-Z--..
Cast-away" (Prlnceton. Prlnceton Un1Ver51ty Press, 1963), et )

p. 9: . - .
. 7. .

L3

‘St. John 13 30, - *h' S _.Q.»;

68"The Castaway ll l, 2 Poems, p.*43l
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. S : ﬁ B , ’ . . - o F
- R i28 . f
God dld not supernaturally rescue-hlm from hlS deetlny. .
and therefore he blemes‘God.that he 1s a Jceetaway" 1n,.;,; o "L%
1yf;'.f No voice d1v1ne'the storm alley'd | 'T{? 5 f\‘tffi-'H. .vfﬁ g:%
. : No llqht proPltlous shone~ ...?0‘ Lo LT
. | "Perlshlng" has an efernal - flhallty..; 1 ;31f:ﬁ Lh'wtz"".‘::~'7}. Tétd
L e we perlsh d ,..71 R S | ':. ‘ A ‘
There_rs 1rony 1n the word "perlshlng“ For(St. John, "; ﬂ"

the words of Jesus, had glven hope to the,entlre human B -
race.." ;f'“ f’f.:"",'.i.,- o ES'; ~‘f‘“ e L ;
o For God s0 loved the world, that he gave . . R T
R 'his only begotten ‘Son, " that whosoever- P S
7 - beliéveth.in him- should not perlsh, but, have' FEERIR RO -
S everlastlng 11fe.72 . S co e

i v,
<

5;m3 And Cowper belleved'hlmself forever lost' :'.,:}- e

R HlS floatlng l'nomefﬁr ,Wer left.73 TR NN

& T ‘o .o KRy
‘ R 0" ﬁ o 2 .

. :'i“}g\ There is no ev1dent grudge agalnst Newton ..fj -

A, 74 -

exhrblted in the poem. Indeed Cowper pays 1mmortal

RS e RS

' 7°1bia;} 11. 6@,'52I_ ST TR e
, 7llhidL, L .
". g . - 4 B ' oL ' R f‘f

s '723t John 3

‘e
.
4
¥
N
f
5 e
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T :73"The CestewaY") 1.-6;,poems, P: 431,'. ST

Gl

‘e e . =,

. o - r v , D . . . - - ' ' . - e
T . 74Earller in this:paper we have traced the record“'~ oo e nr

. of Cowper s allenatlon from Newton. It should bé noted - R ce -

that following the‘death of William Unwin and Cowper's™ ' . - N s

-partial.recovery ‘from: the ‘derdngement .of. 1787, Cowper s . I

. attitude toward Newton .changed. for, the better. He explalns- L ( T

L hlS attltude in the 1780 s as ‘a, type of delusion.. Thls 1s .ot R Y

' . -
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. :“: .. fi.jf . B AU 129 SRR |
trlbgte to the “dear frlend, with feellngs that justlfled A |
the appellat1qg"75 ‘ i,.» "'_A"lb . '...'.v LT :, e {3?

tar

E .o R V.
No braver - chlef could Alblon boast P -
..Than “he with whom he. went...76 IR L )
Evangellcal Chrlstlanlty is exonerated-
; ﬂ‘“ Nor ever ship left: Albion S. coast, S e .
I Wlth warmer wishes sent. moT e o "; IR
He loved hlS “apostle he QOVed his "church" but "1n valn"
He lov d them both, but both in valn, :‘;; ~.~ ig:“g.iiﬁg
. a‘f;. > Nor him beheld, nor her aga1n.78 Lo T I
"“ x“““ . ! ., ‘.-.l’ “."'.-.: P Y A"t'i':-' s . ’.' "“',".:-.‘c.t
not altogether conv1nc1ng. He says he is "b~ ter quallfled s o

for, [correspondence] than before" by'his "b
1dent1ty, ‘which:for- thlrteen'years I dld n
'sald he had':had: Sl L
‘the'. dlsagreeable susp1c1on that I am a essing .- Lo
Do myself td you ‘as the friend’ whom I .love cand - - T T T o
) . ovalded so ‘highly in my better days, while in yf“f :
P Ty - .7 .fact jyou are not that friend; but a stranger. -~ .
=< . YCoWwper to Rev.-John Newton, Oct. 2,-1787: Corr., 1M, 1§2) Ceelh
o Reassuranqes of his constant regard contlnu . . o
correspondence to Newton:
S : ’ . .'1:found those comforts in your visit. Wthh ha
S o _-‘ | formerly sweetened -all-our. Anterviews, "in p
RN 7., restoredJ I knew youj knew you £or the same. -
s i : " r'shepherd who was sent to lead me. out of 19 - S
:.;},4' ,wilderness into' the pasture where the chief: : "' o N
' Shepherd feeds . His f£lock, and:-felt my. sentlmentS'_, o ‘ 7
".of affectlonate frlendshlp for you the same ag.
. ever. . = - - .
(Cowper to Rev. John Newton, Sept 2; 1788 Corr., III 311) A S

ief of your ) e ;
. believe."  He ~.. - -

S : o

P L R 75Cowper to Rev. John Newton, Aprll 11, 1799.
Corr., v, 507., -

T, . N ’_‘.; o e
9?2 T 76 “The Casta y",‘ll 7,48: Poegs,up.:43L;

'_ "_; R 77Ibid-:, ll-“ 9' 10:, ' ' - '.- 'a.. ' . ",‘,~

'Ibid., 11. 11,f12.
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He had forglven Newton for hlS part in the Cr151s that had

prec1p1tated hJ.s splrltual death, he had forg:.ven any part

\;_

- hlS evangellcal frlends had unknowmgly 00ntr1buted to hlS "

"terrlble mogn'ent"' : He recogm.zed that they had done _
C .-:
everythlng humanly poss:.ble to help rescue hlm' from hls -

destlny
" He shouted. nox hlS frlends had fail' d T _
. To check’ the vessel s .course, j. T IR
Some succour yet they -could afford, T )
. And,"such.as ‘storins allow, - LR
‘The cask, - the:coop, the floated cord, -
- Delay 'd not to bestow.79v ..

He pays trlbute to the many frlends who had been fa1thfu1

to h1m durlng the other "storms" of h.'.LS 11fe - r/dary Unw1n, -

Lady Hesketh Johnny of Norfolk e '
- s ’ . ‘ ot -
His comrades who before AR TR 80 . e
Had heard ‘his volce in ev ry blast, R
f In the/"sacrlflca of . Abraham", we belleve and have

trled to demonstrate in thls paper, Cowper attempted to

/%r\ . K
prov:,de- a klnd of prop:.t.latlon or salvatlon for hlmself.

| . -

~

Agaln in- the "Castaway" we seé hJ.m battlmg h:.s dest:.ny in .

L)

a co.ntest with ‘the "_sky,'_'_'and ‘the’ "ocean”: . N

%
'

79

Were e W T

Ibid., 11. 19-20, 25-28: Poems, p. 432. '
s B0pigl, 1t aesas L0




- and bltterness because the Shlp is’ 1ntact, the "ch:Lef"

np frlends, no captaln, no shlp+ no’ hope, and no-. God

He long surv1ves who llves an hour . . o
. In ocean, self—upheld g R e

And so long-he, with unspent pow r, R '

HlS destlny repell d.. ' .

There are perhaps three overwhelmlng emotlons 1n .

thrs poem.,rage aqa:.nst God that He caused the storm and

dld not supernaturally rescue Cowper, despalr because

there 1s no hoPe of rescue and hJ.s perlshlng is flnal, )

»

Tg M.

iafe, and hlS frlends are so near and yet, Cowper is be1n§~’

- :

separated from them by a gulf Wthh is’ eternally w:.den:.ng-

Nor, cruel as it seem'd, could he
' 'Their: haste himself condemn, o .
Aware that ‘flight, in such- a: sea’ RS
. “Alone .could rescue them, , ' o .
Yet bitter .felt it still to-die’ 82 T
Deserted and hiLS frlends so nlgh oo T

Rt

g Cowper perlshed -~ alone.,' Hé faceéd. eternlty alone -

No voice d1v1ne the storm. allay‘-d"
.7 No light propitiocus shone;
when, snatch'd from all effectg%l a1d,4
We perlsh'd, each alone. e oY

;I.(}' - _"S
leb'id..,"’ll.- 37-30.- e S T
821bld., ll _3]‘.':36."'."" o :

L ‘ ‘ ; ‘..: . . B e
S,?Ibid.',‘lll. 61-64. - o T

!’t‘:‘.““ .
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T S I R CONCLUSION ) : o
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¢

ﬂ.: ' ,;i.”': Through the poetry and- correspondence of Wllliam

L fi ) Cowper we see the autograph of e 1ost soul He knew he‘ - s
‘1iﬁﬁffn* i;'. was, lost he knew why he' was lost e knew when he became.ﬁf a A
T I SR PR
: f-o'u Many questlons concerning the enlgma of Cowper" Sy
= : ' e e T
" L Stlll remaln” The 11terary‘wor1d eagerly awalts a0 T 1
:Z ' rellable edrtlon of hls letters. o - - --‘“T _
L [Professor Nellson Ce Hannay sl rich and R f_f Co f’fiju
o comprehen51ve éollectlon, which includes. four - L o ;
, . ‘ *}';.hundred letters by Cowper; about a. hundred R It
BN .~ .. addressed to him by Newton, -and Newton's. diary - RS P
Lo e T - from 1773 to 1805, was acquired by’ Princeton. . '1_ Ty
SRS T University;l where the. long delayed definitive = L
AT : - .1 " editdion of the. letters is now being prepared - " ‘ 3
o . . “+. by a member of the Department.of Engllsh, S AR
T : ﬂln‘Professor ‘Charles Ryskamp 2 L 3 S q
‘;f}‘ R However, I do not. expect the enlgma of Cowper the ce :;- N
RPN : ‘w L g

e oo S 'Man Cprer the Chrlstlan, or Cowper the Poet to. be SOIVed :_;il,', o

A ’by thlS work The 1ncomp1ete plcture of Cowper orlglnates I Ef
R S o L . ) . Co - S

P - o Charles Ryskamp descrlbes thls collectlon ine Lo o SR L

L "Wllllam Cowper and His. C1rcle" ‘op. c1t K .' C ‘,E :
',ﬁf'f'l o 2Brlan Sprller, cprer- Poetry ‘and Prose (London-‘ :

SRS : " Rupert Hart—Davrs, 1968), p 552 \“ 1 L
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:w1th the poet hlmself-"-"ij o t "h;'f?'_' o o .f?

‘ _ ~ Youw have‘my free perm1551on to [prlnt my e T o
e co letters], but not till-I am dead. No, Jot L .

ROt 3 -evenl then, till you have given them,a complete - I :; ‘
. , revisal, erasing all that the cr1t1cs in suth S0 R
: - mattersm[style] would condenn . 3 S 5 SRR 5,

el ;hQOn the one thousand forty-one lettérs publlshed in. The,

»tCorrespondence of Wllllam Cowper, Thomas Wright compared P fg' -

7‘. g
;L,;" ;. ‘ only approx1mately four hungred with the or1g1nals.4‘ ;: i
'L}» ' : Accordlng to Splller, the Hannay Collectlon contalns‘» ) ‘57- )
~:¥;Jﬁ{,g 2-;:'about four hundred letters by Cowper | B 'g. ]
lréti } . ‘ Many letters known to have been wr1tten.by Cowper ‘é} {
,;_i;‘ xareAnissing Outstandlng among these are the letters to. - ;}f- N ;t .
:ﬁa’: . :hrs.-ﬁﬂwin. When Hayley was preparlng hlS blography of :,
'fi-{ - 'Cowper, Lady Hesketh had these in. her posse551on.§. erght
g;;;tj \”“_says that only one has been preserved 6: AlthQUgh‘Cowper'f
';"" , hlmself refers to a correspondence w1th Lady Austen, none ' %'
I~ of these 1etters are’ extant.7 fiv - R o éﬁ
' ERE 2;;‘—“ff3éowpér tofLady Hesketh, ‘July. 5, 1783:xggg£.;~r1;}. o L :

J": . i "4; { " ‘- ~ 4Corr:’ IV, 531' B ' . . T | _" . o B .‘r;:-'

- , T ) ] -'“ . ‘ _ . i ‘(S L ) A, '. . .‘. . -1: . i::: )
i L Siady Hesketh to Johi Johnson, Jan. 3, 1302. o
,Hesketh Letters, pPp- 113 114 - e % C '

Coam e 4 . T - .‘ . s ' .

N ; ‘_"5._ 6erght, Llfe, p. 190 This letter. printed. in v o BEUR
R < full by Adelaide Collyer, "Some Unpublished MSS:of the '
el ‘ Poet Cowper", The Unlversal Rev1ew, June 1890, pp 279-280.

. . . e

S N 7Cowper to Rev. W1111am Unw1n, Feb 9, 1782 Corr.,' "
R I 442 443. ' S .
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Letters between Cowper ] acqualntances, 1etters ) -f-. B i

i * . " * ’
. E ;

‘:gff,j'. ".that would haye furnlshed 1nformat1ve background for : IR ;

chwper, are. also m1531ng I have not been able to 1ocate

H B . _
[N . [>4

'lthe Newton-Thornton correspondence.8 The 1etter, known

’

11??3‘-{ to Southey, that stated that Cowper was. an’ hermaphrodlte o ',;~ .

is a notably m1531ng letterx

Other letters, necessary for Cowper S. background,_ S
. : - B
". have- been kept 1n prlvate collectlons, only recently L

1

'becomlng avallable 1n a. llmlted way for' scholarly research

§

3

i

!
- . ]
R I mentlon 1n partlcular the one hundred Newton 1etters to T i,
Cowper now at Prlnceton UnlverSLty These letters are V,' |

st111 in- manuscrlpt form after two. hundred years of j'“" Coetat ]
,research and theor1z1ng on .the enlgmatlc Cowper. The
'~wr1t1ngs of Newton, publlshed and republlshed, make an

'1mpressmve and lengthy llst.?- And yet Newton s letters to .7 ‘ P

Cowper were not'publlshed= Southey bellev1ng that many of ¥

_the Newton letters to Cowper had ‘been destroyed sald, S

PR

"They - whO%p researches have been among such documents know f'_ . - X .

e

. how 1m§erfect the 1nformat10n 1s that can be gathered from ,"1 c

- - . . . .. B

AT s . . PR : PR . LN
s L - = . Ce’ '\ s 13
g X , - - T Cow S . - B

* - - . . . - . , N ' N .

; Brhose which T have quoted were excerpts from:
. Southey. Southey had much of. this correspondence.- . .
Dowden, OE cit., p 296. oL : - N S

‘5?ﬂ:f" R The New ’ Cambrldge Blbllography of Engllsh . e
AN A therature, “George Watson, ed., Cambrldge Uan rsity. Press,' K Co#
el L T, II', 1626~ 27, : o , _ <
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'a one-51ded correspondence w10 Bernard Martin testlfled

0 . N [

in 1952 that "thlrty-two letters from John Newton to

¢ e
. - -1

:Cowper have been locked away 1n a lawyer s safe these -

many years."ll Other tantallzlng documents are Newton s

7*Drar1es. -In 1868 J051ah Bull edlted and prlnted an

unsatlsfactory abrldgement w1th commentary. The or1glnals -

v
- v —

-are at Prrnceton Unlver51ty, and mlcrofllmed copres can

'Ibsobtamed. T .‘,' .

-~

Many of these questrons may never be answered L

- :. Then why my %hesrs? In many ways I only contlnue the

-jcontroversy that has exlsted fo two hundred years over

v

Cowper. LodW1ck Hartley has summarlzed the tradltlonal
: ‘,

ﬂ,oppos1ng oplnlons as- to the causes for Cowper s multlple

derangements and hlS consc1ousness of "damnatlon"-

1‘ . .
. LI . Coe

\.--'"

Al . Two lines of arguments were 1mmed1ately
FRRIC A - established: the one contending. that the poet s

S R Conn madness stemmed either from natural causes .or o i
AR . from sin‘in some form, original or personal. o . ..
EAEN i (actual),~the other Ainsisting that the _abnormatl ) C
DR - emiotionalism' and: depressing eschatology of TTTTTTTTT g v

R , 'J Evangellcallsm were the: poet 's undoing, Since - .

AR L Evangellcallsm had its own contrasting if not oo e
R © . .. opposing camps, €ven a third line was to emerge:. "

: " namely, that Calv1nlst1c _not Armanlan theology

N
[ . . B . . R
.o . . ;

oama midk.‘us

Ry

-t

; .
*» . N
. LR ‘. ! . s

A - o l-(}cited in Bernard Martin, "Fresh Light on William
;g;ﬁ-- -+ . Cowper", Modern Language Quarterly, XIIT (1952), p. 253.
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. ” was - if any rellglous cause could be asslgned - - 1
o the source of ‘trouble. Because, by his own .- - - v, .. . . £
' .admission, John Newton's reputation-for - T ¢ . . 3
 "preaching people mad" was-reasonably widespread, - & . P
. this redoubtable divine early became the v1lla1n R s '
of the antl-Evangellcals.l2 ‘
Noteworthy among those recently to exonerate.
) 'Newton and Evangellcallsm and to suggest the exploratlonvf- ff'
‘“of the possmble 1nfluence of the phy51cal “malformat;on" »
- 'was Hox1e Neale Falrchlld in_ 1942 137 Charles Ryskamp 1n ,'f“. =bxf' |
' hls scholarly Wllllam CowperAQf the Inner Temple, Esq. :
explores ‘the p0551b111ty and dlmenSLOns oﬁ the "defect"—r'
:and dlsmlsses 1t :as delu51on.: In thls he follows the - ﬂ: L. :
'\\oplnlcn of Southey. Nevertheless, a strong 1mpre551on is C
.made on any reader- Ryskamp spends ten pages 1n hlS "
ﬁ; . ' dlSCUSSlOD on thls. Qulnlan suggests the possab1llty of Vo
R : ' Do
S - an emasculatlon, and then dlsmlsses Lt.;4 With recent v _
%' .:scholarshlp dlscountlng Newton. as the prlnC1pa1 "v111a1n 4
et e because the eV1dence dsn't suff1c1ent to support the iy
T o charge,‘Eﬁé”éﬁT§ma of*Cowﬁér“musHroomst”*There has to “be ““'“‘““1 »§‘ i
'jf’ . an underlylng cause for a twenty-seVen-year effect. There k :;%h
S L . e : 5 §
et S .' .12 ‘y "N\ P >
e o Lodw1ck Hartley, W1111am COWper. The Contlnulng S ,
S Revaluatlon (Chapel Hill: -University of -North’ Carolina .= = . " 3 1
P Press, I960), p.18.0. et T T T T
13 Hoxle Neale Falrchlld Rellglous Trends in . C --} g
Engllsh Poetry, II (New York Columbla Un1Ver312§ Press, T RS R
1942), p. 176.. L -.H - o A S £
e : ‘A;;," l4Qulnlan, Crltlcal Llfe. 23 42 44 . L S Zil o~ FA
. - e . . T '_'I .
- (. = ’ :
' s )' = A\ —
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must haVe been a rebelllon,a rejectlon, a. blasphemy -of
such proportlons to have made "damnatlon" seem a reasonable

and 1nev1table consequence to the m1nd of Wllllam Cowper...

’ .
. B o »
Ve Y -1

I have tentatlvely accepted what 15 suggested by

some pleces of . eV1dence - that Cowper was 1ndeed an

P

hermaphrodlte or at least appeared so to himself - and

A

s

‘a problem. I belleVe that, through the acceptance of a

thls fragmentary ev1dence, I have been able to see a

' unlty 1n the llfe and work of Wllliam Cowper.

. S Someone may ask - why the hypothetlcal
o Gy,
-‘reconstruction. of the events surroundlng the "sacrlflce

f/Abraham"? Qulnlan had suggested the p0551b111ty of

the emasculatlon. Hoosag K Gregory, the psychologlst,

.

acceptlng the p0551b111ty of the "malformatlon“ - has seen

the related dual antagonlsm w1th hls father and hlS God.l5

LN v

I am an Evangellcal I have long seen. that the Sacrlflce

e SR LYY e - . \ 3 . -

-t 3 79, o T vme—————— oy ngn st o

¢ of Abraham was a preflgublng of the Saquflce of Calvary."’w

attempted a “sacrlflce of Abraham" 1n 1773 that he related

to-hls perSonal "damnatlon“ I concluded_that Cowper had

4 A . +

attempted -his_own salvationwand falled. ‘“Damnatlon“‘.‘ o
150 et
;Gregory,ﬁop. ¢cit., pp- 53—59"-. Lo v
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By
wi

have explored a man s p0551ble splrltual reactlon to such Qt}/z A

When r dlscovered tHat Newton fiad revealed that Cowper had.‘v
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therefore Seemed ;nev1tab1e.: ‘The . totallty of hls llfe‘
ihad a ratlonale, 3t was no‘longer an enlgma to me414 : i
| The exploratlon of the morbldlty of a lost
~1mmorta1 soul has been a’traumatlc experlence. -Izlove;

respect

1ost hls mother 1n early éhlldhood

took the form of outward*blasbhemy, 1pf1de1 ty'

and plty erllam C

«

owper.,

% o

;llcentlousness, and Ignomlny"

' /e

Newton, 11ke‘Cowper."

16 Newton s rebelllon

Newton s father Ln 1746,

then Governor of York Fort in- the Hudson s Bay Company,

LI

requested that a‘captaln frlend seek hls Prodlgal son
~somewhere ‘-on the wlndward coast of Afrlca.

Provxdentlally, accordlng to hlS own testlmony, 1ocated

P

‘e

Newton was i

- On the return voyage to England 1n 1748 he was converted

ah-

""great dellverance" took place.

‘ '- u’

Wlth a seeklng father

and a seek1ﬂ§ God the Payable had been reenacted -

17 "

“Ama21n Grace"'
g

—

rome L....—...-»-,-..mw.— PR/ e

Hls warfare is Wlthln.

]

'

o g eere

aepavr

ot

e _ Cowper"' s rebelllon took a dlfferent form R
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L ianThe'Life-Of-John Newtén,'b; l7{

\ - .

Newto 's “Amazlng ‘Grace™: has been pOpularlzed

durlng the 1ast” decade.

(Lonaon- Thomas Tegg » . Book T, XLI, P 384
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' bx Himself London.»R. Edwards, 1816. o ,” . "g APy
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. Povey, Kenneth. "Cowper s Splrltual Dlary", London -’.“J§:"p
i . . -Mercury,. XV (March, 1927), pp. 493-496. " This 1is as
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Qulnlan, Maurlce J., ed "Mem01r of W1111am Cowper,5An
utoknography“, Proceedlngs of the American.

, _ Phllosqpblcal Socie_y, XCVII (1953), pp 359~382
v".'A' N .- . 1 ' W

4. Other. Writings | ;‘ o

~.Bull, stiAh, ed. - "Notes on St.,John s Gospel“ in-
"Appendlx“ of John Newton of Olney and St. Mary
. Woolnoth. London: Religious Tract. Soclety, 1868.

These- Notes were found amond the papers of Mr. Newton ]
and were in Cowper s own handwrltlng.

‘4; Chalmers, Alexander, ed. - The Brlt;sh Essaylsts Vol XXXII
L " London® 1802+ eprlnt of Connolsseur .articles No. 111°
"Billy Suckllng No.

115 "Chrigtopher Ironside"; - -
"No. 119 "On Keeplng a Secret", No. .134 “Letter from

Mr V111age", No. 138 "On Conversatlon"“

<
Collyer, Adelaide. "Some Unpubllshed MSSh of the Poet
’ Cowper"‘ The Unlversal ReV1ew, June, 1890, pp. 271~ 293

“Unnotlced Propertles of that Little Anlmal the. Hare"

. The .Gentleman's Maga21ne and HlstorlcaI»Chronlcle,' S
.- LIV (1784), pp. 412-414;,;_ :
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Bull, Josxah. "The Early Years of‘the Poet Cowper at i
’ - Olney", Sunday at Home, 1866, pp .347-348..

C Ceoil,'Lord Dav1d. The Strlcken Deer.
IR, 1929-_repr1nt 1971

London Constable,
N |. - \ . )"A.:."‘;; B _,:. .
ChurCheY: W[alter] ‘An Elégy to the-Memory.of the Late .

an ed

< ;- Poems and Im1tat10ns of ‘the . BrltlSh Poets. S
.London:

G. Paramore, 1789. TLines’ Addressed to
S, ] Wllllam Cowper, Esq p, 793 799f

Dunelm, Handley.‘l"A Tradltlon of Cowper s Death“ TL$,f '
"%, January ‘11, 1918, p. 21l. . —
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* A ‘ﬂn o B “' Y :
Fa1rch11d Hox1e Neale. "Addltlonal Notes. on John
Johnson s Dlary" PMLA, XLIII (1928), pp 571 572

' - Fausset, Hugh I Anson. Wllllam Cowpe? London: Jonathon

Cape, l928

"".Free, Wllllam N Willian'Cowperﬁ. New Yofk: Twayne“

Publ1shers, Inc;, 1970."

Golden; - Morrls. In Search of StabllltY' The Poetry ‘of - :
Wllllam Cowper.' New York: Bookman- ASSOC1ates, 1960...3

Greatheed . Samuel. "Mem01r of Wllllam COWper, Esq.ﬁ; i
. The Evangellcal Magaz;ne, Aprll-May, 1803, pp._129 137L

" 177 186.

---:~-§—;' Memolrs of the Llfe and ertlngs of Wllllam e ,ﬁ_'

owper, "Esq. gLondon Whlttlngham and Arllss,'isldwp

,—————— . ractlcal Improvement of the Divine Counsel .
. and” CQﬁ%E%E:Attempted in-a Sermon Occasicned by the
. Deceade of Milliam Cowper, Esq. Newport-Pagnel:
- J. Wakefiefld,\2nd ed., 180L1. 'j" : o

.

"The Prisoner and His Crlmes. Summary
Comments o Longer Study of the Mind of W1111am '
_ _Cowper", Laterature and Psychology, VI (1956),
pp 53 59 . .

Hannay, NellSOn Campbell » "Phe Tragedy of: Cowper" - The'

Saturday Review of therature, VIII, No.. 19, November
‘1931, pp 225, 328. S o .

lg

. . ‘dreamg, voices.and notices of the poet Cowper transcrlbed

. from he original by T.R. Glover,.and given to . »
Cambrldge Unlver51ty lerary, Cambrldge ‘MS. Add 5993
(m1crof1lm) , Y |

v R

- Keynes, G. L.{ "Cowper s Last Years -.I", ?LS;fbctober 5r i -

1951, See note below. T

———————— . "Cowper 5 Last Years - 1I%, TLS, ‘bctober 12,

+ 1951. Autograph extracts from- the diary of the ReV.. .
Dx. John Johnson' (Johnny of Norfolk), from July 28, Y
1795. to February 3, 1800. This appears to.be a’ '
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o

1

el

$t

Tk, e

.

ROV
gEA S
2 ':ﬂ_-.::.;g

-

. .
EEE B

o
* .
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- ,Ryskamp, Charles. Wllllam CO .er of ‘thd;Inner Tem'le, oo :
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'_Southey, Robert.- The Life .and WorkS/of william Co 'erL'
(New. York AMS ress,. L), vo.s.‘v . o

‘ Splller, Robert E AL New Blographical Source for
e "William CowPer", PMLA, XLII (1927), pp. 946 962._
The Swarthmore Dlary (notebook) _ )

Thomas, Gllbert.. william Cowper and the Elghteenth Centqu
London~ Ivor Nlcholson and Watson, 1935, -

Whltlng, Mary Bradford LA Burnlng Bush'- A New nght o

on the Relations between. W1111am Cowper and John' Newton""'

Hibbert Journal, XXIV, No.:2 .(1926), pp. 303- 313.

A MS account “by. Hannah Jowett of Newton N funeral

' sermon. ‘on Cowper. ’ ) - o
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'erght, Thomas. 'The Life of Wllllam Cowperjf New York-‘
Haskellvhouse._ Reprint; tarst publ;shed in 1892 o
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;Ballelne, G.R; A Hlstory of. the . Evangellcal Party in the"
~ Church of England. London: Chuich Book' Room Press,,_’"h.~~

Ltd., 1908° 4th ed, 1951.

T Barger, B.D. Lord Dartmouth and - the Amerlcan Revolutlon. BT o
- Columbla- Unlver31ty of South Carollna Press, 1965 LT
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h BlShOp, Morchard Blake S Hayley. London' Vlctor - N
'+ Gollancz Ltd., I951. R e

‘ Br00kf1eld, Frances M. The Cambrld '"Apostles"? New
" .York: Charlés Scribner's.sons, 1906. Chapter)KII,
"James Speddlng" contalns an 1nterest1ng letter fr

Speddlng to Donne.

Bull Jos1ah " John: Newton of 01ney and St. Mary Woo;goth.:
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Church, slié P. The Early Methodlst People. :Lonoon:_
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"The Manuscrlpts of the Earl of Dartmouth“ in Great Brltaln .

'Mofﬁatt, Janes,red ‘The Golden Book of TlllOtSOn.'

S 14&:

C%urtney, W P. “Rev. Samuel‘Greatheed” N&Q, llth ser.,
v (January 27, 19123 Pp- 71 73 ST

: 2

Poetry. Vol.. II. New York: Columbla Unlver51ty Press K
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William Hayley, Esq..  'John" ~Johnson, . ed. 2 vols..:
, London- Henry Colburn, 1823.‘A- ~ot oo

nesketh, Lady Harriot.. - Letters of Lady\ﬂefﬁeth to the
Rev. John Johnson, LL.D.,. Concerning\Their Kinsman, .
" % William Cowper.the Paet. Catharlne Bodham Johnson,
ed. London Jarrold & SOns, 1901. - - .
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Hunt R.N. Carew. "John Newton and W1111am Cowper" .
The Nlneteenth Century, cxxx (August 1941). PP 92 96. "

Madan, Falconer. The Madan Famlly and Maddens 1n Ireland
‘and England London- Oxford Unlver51ty'Press, 1933

Historical Manuserlpts -Commission ; Vol. 3, .15th Report,',:'
‘Appendix, Part™1.. London: 1896, pp- 71- 270. Contalns :
letters of Newton to Dartmouth (mi fiche) Vo

.Martln, Bernard “Fresh nght on Wllllam Cowper", MLQf'

XIII ' (1952), pp. 253 255

?‘;_-—_-;i. John Newton, A Blography.. Londo?;/yeyhenanh,_:-;,
~ a. 1950. L S : T
- - Milton, John. ‘The Engllsh Poems of John . M11ton. Lo e .

H.C. Beechlng. ed London- Oxford Unlver51ty Press,‘
19681 ¢ " L . ) .. . . . .. e . ‘

-

Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1971. "Reprint of
© 1926 edltlon of Hodder & . Stoughton, LOndon.h~ :

Newton, John.' An Authentlc Narratlve of Some Remarkable

and Interésting Particulars in the” Life of John Newton.
4th ed. London‘ -J. Johnson, 1775._
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Cowper at Prlnceton Unxverslty lerary {mlcrofllm)
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