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'7descr1bed A mode] 1s offered regarding poLu1at1pn
' change along the west coast of Hudson Bay f%om j! end of the ¢1assic T - ‘1

- 'Thule phase to the Caribou. Eskimo period

Z'Aas had a pro ound:effect on the value system

‘ ,» R ABsTRAeT

_fromcthis site and other co]]ections from ’he Caribou Eskimo area are

S .
expansion and cu1ture

he thests presented here refutes'Bir et Sm1th‘s theory of - cul- |
the “primitheﬁ-é] - .f ‘{: ' ;j

T
o f-tural ;ztiquity which he used asan. exp]ahat qn f%r

? appearance of Car1bou Esk1mo materﬁa1 cultur . Itpis proposed that tpe

'_Caribou Eskino cu1¢ure developed from a 10ca1'var1Ent of the Thu!e/cuI-

"ture over the{pdstlzoo years. lcdﬁtact w#th E ropeans dur1ng this - period
and exp]oitat1$$ patterns

ﬁ

“of the Oaribo Eskimos, accelerating ‘the dete 1orat

-'--_Aculture which had been on-go1ng since the end of 'th

1
—_—
. *

ion of the material

e c]ass1p ﬂhu1e-phase.
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- .’-\ S ‘Members of the Fifth Thule E)tpedttion (1921 24) gave the name - -

‘ “Caribou Eskimos" to the Inuit 1nhabi t1ng the' southern barren grounds
Q”') k regton stretcrﬁng 1nTand from the west‘coast of Hudson Bay (fig. 1)

The card. bou Eskimos_wer{a named for the’antmal that the_y depended upon “

- ,'ﬁ the barren ground oqribou. The subs'l stence adaptations of. these peop]e

it ‘
was based almosuntireTy on the caribou. and they Hved OUt"TSt 1f not '
A
1

a'l'l of the year on the 1nter10r barren grounds. The F‘ifth Thale EXpe--s

di tion was struck by th1 5 contrdst/to the characteri st1c coastal settle- ,"

°ment patterns and ea-manma1 orientation of other Inuit groups. In fact.i

R only ameng ‘the A'laskan Nunamiut is there a simvar resource adaptation
. and 1nterio"rﬁb1tat19n, ‘_:‘: 3 .,;‘{ < L

,,‘|
[

B .Birket-Sth beHeves that the Caribou Eskimos wer-e the prehis- :
toric 1nhab1tants of the 1nterior barren gr‘ounds. g He studied the - 'A
d1 stﬁibuﬂon and subststence pattevgs of the rel:ent Caribou Esk‘lmos and . f': ‘
noted the- primit’lve" appearance of. thefr mater'ia“l cu]ture. H’ls obser—,;;,'_}

v vations 1ed h1m to, propose that they were the so‘le survwors of an ol

inteﬂor proto-Eskimo" cu‘lture, sonve of whom had recentTy moved north—- .

ward to the central arctic coast simthaneouﬂ Yy with the dec'l 1ne of the.“' )

E ; J‘hule cu1ture. thereby repIaci ng the Thu1e population 1n that orea .
- (Birket-Smith 1929b. 1959) He felt that th‘ls group cou'ld nOt be traced

from the Thu]e culture sin‘ce severa'l e1ementsoof théir materiai cuIture RS ‘e

wer-e obviously at. arr earlier stage of dgvelopment To his mind the

Caribou Eskimos had. generqﬂy. 2 mor-e prinﬁttve cu1tur'e,

populations have acquired ev1dence supportmg a different scheme

= ﬂ?thtassen 1929, Vnnstone 1962. McGhee 1972)o Hprp (1961) Ir-vi ng

‘v
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Recent studies oti-.the prehistory of other cEntrai arctic Inuit % 5 ‘
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,.":‘_:'..‘.,.;-....._,..,.;.,‘_."......'-. S e, ~“:"::". TP J e S e ottt L R PR e,
e e e T e
Lo .(1968) and Taylor (1972) have~suggested that the Thule people were the
K K 'A . " PR
| ST ddrect biologtcal and cultural ancestor's of the modern central\arctt ¢

T e Inutt 1ncludtng the Carfbou Eskimos, and that the Cartbom Esklmo occus

Eo N . 'patlon of thebarren grounds was a recent (l?th century) phenomenon.
o~ 3 Lo Untll recent studles). arctlc prehlstortans regarded Mathiassen § o

L wor;c on the central arcttc Thu]e culture as definltive and neglected fur- ‘,',
B . . ".ther resea::h. Archaeolog‘lcal ef}orts were concentrated on problems
:‘H. v B rela‘ted to the palaeo-Esk'lmo occupat'lon of the a\td\ reglon. speciftcally
R the m ‘and pre—Dorset phases of. the Arctlc Snall ch1 trad‘ltlon. o

| However. when‘duestlons were raised regardlng cultube/chMe wtthln the : o

, ,“'Thule perlod the development of reglonal varian{s of ‘the- Thule Fulture.

and the or'lgln of modern central arcttc Inutt populat'lons 1t became R
B ;’ ‘-!;'rapparent;that Thule culture was not clearly understood Concentratt‘on o
s | : ".of f'leld werk 1n the archipelago and on the ant:tlc coast of ‘hainland . L
. . o Canada wtth no- emphasls on the more peripheral are‘as 'of Thule occupatton,\
' B ".".has added to the phblem-,: -:,“ L e = R

. Ne are surely correct 1n the beHef that the Thule people, are tne

’

, "x"blologlcal and culturaL ancestors of the centra[ arctlc Inuit 1nclud‘lng .
etsﬂlk and Copper Esklmos. Thls bellef ltas been L

o b the Caribou, ‘lglulik,
- | o -"”-supported by- archaeologl cal evldence from the Jatter three groups as S
‘ .‘«--:well as by evidence from Eystcal anthropology and ltnguistics._ Althoug |
' '_the hypotheses put forth by Harp, Irvlng and Taylor regarding the develop-
.".ment of the Carlbou Esklmos from a Varlant of the Thule culture have . ‘;f' . :.

.‘-been generally accepted the actual transttton fronra Thule to a, Car'lbou

,' Esk'lmo way of’ llfe hés not been demonstrated malnly due to a lack of

; hfarchaeologica‘l worlc 1n the relevant wrear oo ) R

_ - 4 The change from l'hule to modern Inuit cultures sug?ests several
.;;. . ) exci tlng problematlfal aspects nf Thule archaeology concernflng the nature

. L f »
sk 0T i i U S Tl ey . e : S y
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O ( & of the transition. when *lt occurred why 1t ocourred and «{Je*’rgte of ..(' e ‘«1 !
! :..l _ culture &ange The ahswers to tM prob‘lems 'He ‘in the Anvy stigation | Call

LR of theatransitional phases of the Thule uTturel Very Httle As known -i\, .
e l about the Thu]e cu]ture 1n the Ceribou Eskimo aVeq The present study . \’ W -
e presents the archaeo]ogica} and ethnq-h'lstoricaT evidence perta1n1ng . ‘
to the - Tate Thule period and the;ﬂfoﬂowi ng Caribou Esk1mo period a.nd B

. % S 1nvolves an 1nvest1gat10n 1nto the orig‘ln and cultural development of e
: the Caribou Eskimos. R | /.— N U '..;. v
. . - I ) R'” . L PR N e ."'.-.‘. ) T 2 ) .
3 ' A L i L h W W , T

: .Hab'llt'at and Resources“ A e e xJ Lo

A knowledge of the land and the pIants and enimals that 't supports
‘ 45 of Ltmost 1m ortance }o‘ the day- to day existen;e of aborigina] beop’fes.
The Ihu'lt“ are ¢ rta1n1y no- except'lon. {he foﬂowing ,sect1on descr1bes
[ > the eccﬁdgical etting for' the events that haVe occurred along the west
! | / ﬂ‘coast of Hudson L ay during the past seven centuries. ':“;‘ ,, S 'x Q K
i‘ : N L The Caribou Eskimo cu'lture area extehds south to th,e tree Wne, . T A_(
/’ ' west tﬁﬁmx1mta1y 1on91 tude 100 at the junction df the Dubawnt and. \ 1}
| | The'lon Mvers. north to the watershed bet een the Back River and the a , 2
| Lhe]on mver-Baker Lake area "and eaTt to Connery Rfver and udson Bay é

@rket-smth 1929a) Th'l s terrT tory 1s found part] y within ‘the’ phys1o-.'. Do

B graphic reg1on referred to as the West CoWd and parﬁy Withg "
R o e Norfhwest: Hmse,egi 1°t0 the' north and west of Chesterﬁe'ld Inlets
SR fi;_;aaker Lake (Robinson/ 1968) The Baker Leke Quoicma;li@e iptands Forth

‘ , PRI -of Beker Lake, bel the 1atter physdographic regfon. \The sub—regien

is composed of low hi Hs covered with coarse gt:ave'l and the sparse tun- e
L dra vegetation causes 1t to be a poor hunt1ng terr'ltory_ Rugged ‘hﬂ'ls \\ ',
"‘"d °“tﬂ"°P ridges He 1n the Iower end middle The1on Riyer df'a1nage TN

P 2
M

! "'l-'-'." f.-]",,,,' system,lwhich fs alsg—mrt of the Northvest Hﬂ*’ts r‘eg1orr The Hest °¢ :

e

PEET U ot s eSS SR B

! ,’:i ..' “‘: ‘s




ey v

TR
i

o B

w1th the exceﬁtfon of winter. are of short duration' N - J;a,flj4-;
"':1'?‘. NOV - Mayﬁ o Co]d winter "". e "¢q: i,f
e . . May - June , ' lengthenfng days melting snow - Sprfng L.

- The inner coastal plain differs from the coastal str1p by having many

sma]l 1akes and ponds, Beh1nd t e coasta] plain there is greater relief

" but the a]tftude 15 stil under 500 feet. Many of. the g]acia] features:

'gﬂac1a1‘ieatures such as 11near eskers. There are numerous streams, fuT]

©oat spr1ng run-off but sha]]ow 1n summer and the tundra 15 dotted with’

:there are mo

!‘ -y A

4

{

3

”~

of thevfnner;%jastaI pla1n are fOund in this sub-negion as wefﬁ but . -

rock outcrops On the 1nter1or barren grounds the. usual

]

land form features anabare-rock hitls and ridges. During the wfnter, .

Nwr .

'these r1dges are. wind swept and free of Snow, however theré 1s°always f

14

“sufficient Snow in 1ow-1y1ng areas for Snow house-build1ng and sled

. travel. (1bfd oo The Kazan and Dubawnt are the ma1n rivers f1ow1ng through

" this reg1on, and there are severa] sizeabTe 1akes along their cou:ses,

&

such as Yathkyed .Dubawnt, and Kaminurlak The hilts 1n the Kazan River.
area reach an etevation of about 650-750 feet and“1n the Dubawnt Biver

area r1se to 3100-1300 feet (1b1d ) The who]e regtonuds bordered on : S f

. the 50uth by the tree-]ine. whic beg1n;near Church111 and ang]es west-

-

.- e ru. . PER ‘.
wardrto the east’ end-of Great Slave Lake.’ .“f“\f\ Lt 1)‘ g~ ST

¥

<

C11mat1ca]1y, the year may be divided into’ four seasons wh1ch

L L :"* 4 - : o .
f . : o
L Coast Lowland, south/’f th;se r0cky up]ands, is a poo Ty drained Tow- 3"§“*
.lying p1a1n Between 60°N latitude dnd Rankin Inlet fhe outer coastaT . I
=p1a1n forms a strip roughly 85 mfles w1de which narrows down tb.about ..~ e
eight mi]es wide to the nbrth of Rankin In1et disappear1ng atﬂthe en- - ‘“le~;:
:’trance to Chésterf1eld In]et The;coast11ne between Dawson In]et and R
.Church111 is very regular but north of bawson Inlet there are more 1n- L
dentations. numerous bays and 1slands. The offshore waters are shalIow.: \\

Sheiaehs

e
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aquatlc resources, and jce tondltlons were an lmportant part of seasonal

; env1ronmental changes: ,' . e - L

The . landfast 1ce is mojre exfensive off the south and- west coasts of Hud-

son Bay than- off the east Or northwest COast. At the mouths of the

> ® ‘
. (Larnder 1968 324 25) . ST T d/// .
‘ fﬁ' Once the snow is off the land. there As quite a luxurl nt growth r:-,'

',‘of vegetation over the barren grounds wlth the exception -of rock out-

:(Blrket-Smlth 1929a) Dwarf blrch and willow are used for burnlng, and

P

[N ' . i - — -- .
. " ° ’ . . > . "‘ e ’ .
July s'Aug' A summer S o S £
v Sept - Nov L l - short, stormy autumn | L

S RS

Ice plays an 1mportant role eSpeclally ln the exploltatlan~of

LY o8

L
e

Sept . 7 small lgkes freeze over . L e
i : « : . A ] ~ ' . .'
‘end Oct :-early-Nov ‘ _rlvers rozen, a ‘narrow 1ce shelf closes o
h ~ coast

2nd - 3rd week Nov '_, Chur '111 and Hayes rivers elosed'

ce on shallow, ‘coastal waters‘beglns

.May - June o~
g _to break up,. 1ce on r1vers breaks up -

L

g .bu1y 1ce usually cledred.

}
larger rlvers along the west coast “ rough barrier of broken 1ce and _
pressure ‘ridges ls bullt Up agalnst.the shore extending about one-half ,’f" i
mile out.’ Beyond thls barrier lles the: smooth landfast 1ce that 1s '

¢ ’ L

best‘?or huntlng and travell1ng, howeven 1t is said to . be almost 1mpos-~

slble to reachothevsmooth 1ce on account of the broken ice barrier

R crops; and gravel beaches. Mosses and llchens are the predomlnatlng

flora but there ar[ several flowerlng plants. Berries are also avallable

in season but thes

s

N

: fn the. more southern and 1nterlor Caribou Esklmo area there are small
o ' stands of stunted trees and the closed fOrESt is wlthi easy distance.

)71 Dr1ftwood for burnlng and tool-maklng was oﬁtainable ﬂrom the Thelon Rlver

have never beeh an 1mpomtant part of the Inuit diet : ';.‘ R
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'and at piaces south of McConneli River where the rivers draining into

. Hudson Bay flow from wooded areas. -

=.are avaiiab]e throughout the year (Kelsa]i 1968)'

g ments of the caribou were‘important in. the exploitatLon of this resource. .-

'J:The principal Caribou hUnt occurred during the faii migration when the .~ .
;:animal was 1n primﬁ physical cqndition for. meat and skins. Caribou were,

iihowever. hunted at’ ali times of the year. :f”';‘,. ~;'v'ff " 1;;J~”“”*”'

. around the autumn char run. There are actua]ly two runs’ but the Spring

- . ' 3 ’ " '\~ B ' B A-. ’ °
S U S

v i T . !. "
o -
E R a,ﬁ'

The caribou has probab]y been the most important aesource anima]

r .

to historic Inuit popuiations ‘of the;barren grounds and southwest coast

of Hudson Bay. Some caribou winter on the barrens and therefore they
]

. occur in the highiands between the Back and Theion riivers and west of ‘
. _'Roes welcome Sound. .  The most important herd’ to the Tnuit inhabiting the

Caribou Eskimo area has been the resident Kaminuriak herd (named for the

: Kaminuriak Lake region. on “the' height of 1and between the Kazan River,

Hudson Bay coast and Chesterfieid In]et-Baker Lake areas) Seasona] move-

mid-March - Aprii a 3 formation of aggregation\\ o
'»April‘ftdune, L move from winter range to iving grounds
- fJune ¥ eariy'July o .bulis and young animals mo::\te,summer '
: o o7 rahge - ‘ ) N\
July - - cows and caiVes*move to summer Tanye -
..August:-'f; L ;"i dispersal- - ‘insect harassment poor\meat
i | - '1 o - and sk?n$ : ) |
“Tete Aug = Sept ~ . aggregation, move to winter range
oct - N$§~, -'.¢5.._ " move-to winter range : '
. Nov - Dec’ - R ‘arrive winter range

(Keisal] 1968)

-

The Inuit reiied on severai varieties of fish 1nc1uding whitefish. .~1?:

< sturgeon. lake trout tom cod and char. Organized'fishing was centred ‘

A uhdra wintering areas .
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rup from theflakes to the coastal feeding grounds is so rap1d that 1t
’/*affords Jittle opportunity to fishermen. ,Ihe upstream migration 1n the

‘TaTT lasts longer and- enah]ed the Inuit to carry out Targe scaie fishing Q' .

at Weirs. More recentTy. quantities of char were caught 1n nets at the L .t 1'

coast whtle they fed. offshorev, ;-1 “, ' e - .(‘ ?‘{E

. The rfnged se1§ found aTl,aTong the west coast of Hudson Bay.
'.h,a -  was economicaTTy 1mportant\to some Inuit groups. The hab1tat of ringed
| ‘seals requires stabTe 1andfa§t 1ce, as it 1s’ the. nature of the animal to
pup 1n dens beneath the Tce: - Bood Tce occurs aTong compTex coastTines,

o -whereas unstab1e 1ce occurs a10ng sfraight coastiines.: This SEaT is most

B 'abundant therefore, north of Eskimo Point (Mansfield 1967)e Bearded .
.seals harp sea]s and harbour seals 1nhab1t the-ﬁest coast waters. The

., latter- are ‘found . at 1501ated p]aces northern Roes. He1c0me Sound Da]y

CEEE
FALEN =

-.,[Bay, Chesterfie]d TnTet Nilson, Ferguson Maguse and McConneTT r1vers )

" and ChurchiTT as weTT as 1n Takes on the Th]ewiaza Rtver.. Harp seals ‘-_”
:are only found north of Hhale Cove and wera apparently caught onTy in- oy "{_ -
: cidentally to other seals Walrus do hot general]y 1nhab1t the south- : "M .
- west co;st of Hudson Bay. but a smaTT group in the Chesterfteld Inlet '}h ll?

;o area was’ 1mportant to some CoastaT Inutt groups. : ',; R ,]f:':'
. ol

;;’*i~": R D uhales mtgrate annualTy to Hudson Bay. ‘The be]ugas or. white

whalés are present a]ong the coast from aune tOJSeptember, when they -("}

n'OftEH enter the estuaries of rivers nd 1nlets to feed and caTve 1n

. ;'k-a,' the shaTTow coastal waters. The rig t QP bOWhead wale (33739"3 mystﬁ?e'\qqxrif;"
| 'f'I!E) occurs north of Marble Island ost cdmmonly 1n&§§e ROBS Welcome

B -.,-,'.‘ Y

i

f'Sound area. ;f[ .z?‘f' ‘:;' -'ﬁ') R ,_j}‘ cit L e;,'-.;‘ E 1~f
' Musk-oxen vere’ formerTy cmnnxn on the barrens Lnd were hunted | . |
.i by the Inuit occupying these regiops., Musk~ox hunting has been prohibited }~‘1'*
' by law since the 1920 s. Migratory birds Such as’ swans. geese, ducks

._'/_‘ ‘\
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Y o :.’,.'-:.. - . -B‘- .‘-. '._._:-‘ K ’ .‘.
S and p]overs f1_y north in the spr1ng and return 1n autumn and are, there-
" fore avaﬂab]e as resources in the surrmer. Ptarm1gan. guHs. hawks,,
tow1s and var1ous other birds are - resident to “the. area. Ptarmigan, the -

most 1mportant wild fowl were’ hunted 1n the spring when food was scarce.

Fox and other,fur-bearing anima]s orig1nany playeckgnly-a smau», part 1n

e

. the Inuit*economy. untﬂ historic times/ when the peIts became vaIuab1e e
: for. trad1ng purposes. . ,' a -;‘ R Ty
| The above description re]ates ~to the eco]ogica1 setting for the 4
r ’ Caribou Eskimo cu]ture of the past century._ A1though changes 1n cHniatic
’ conaitions may have 1nf'| uenqed the re'Iat1ve aburEance af{d ava11ab111ty
of various animal resources over the last few.ce tur1es, of the prehistoric
. ) %
Lo per1od our knowledge of these changes 1s very meagre/ ) '
| s ' : ’ oo o ,/ L
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“ BN o caribou Esk mo way of 1'ife d@veioping during .t'he period of European con-

|

. *"tact, and Zeing

L

:necessary 0 Sujm

The hesis p/‘bpofed in foliowi]ng chapters sees the distinctive co

ships in the rea/over the past three centuries._:\ P
',4 . " ! .:/ .,[ :'> . , .- R P ;I ‘
g The 17thci{ntury S e
e i udson Bay has been known to Europeans since the eariy 17th cen- SN
tury when expeditions were initiated by the great sea-faring nations to- o
. : search for the Northwest Passaqe. : This search ied many vesse'ls astray \
. 1}\ unknow,n _arctic.'water; / nd some reached the southwest coast of HudSOn '
T T e :-L*f'- TR R
RN Thomas Button, in 1612-13. was. ‘the first to sai'i néar tpg’Car‘lbou ‘ -
;: - Eskimo area, but there are no knovm i‘ecords of 'Ris voyage, . He wintered o .
r‘,_. . w," -} < - IR W
[ on an isiand near the mouth of the Neison River and before his; i-eturn b
B W to Engiand was forced to abandon his ship gesoiution in thiyarea. . S 1 ;
PR 5, . . / ADanish expedition under Jens Munck suff‘ered i:hrough q tragic | ’;
f:: : " winter in. 1919-20 at Muncl: Haven in the Churehiii River*g\rea. His pooriy ' t
- ;‘.‘J
- o kepi: "Reiations" gives no. indication that he ever savl Inuit during his ; e
O rsi:a_y here. On a trip to the mainiahd hnwever, he saw traces of a f‘ormer a
] campsite (HMQ 1955) which Jamefs Knight was iater *o. desc‘ribe. Mi AT
; but three of Munck's creu perished that winter. : Historians have attributed e 3
* : the deaths to scurvy. privation. iack’ of"ﬁlel etc. but interesting'ly -
' enough. there is the ]ike‘iihoqc_! that the men contracted trichtnosiz o
. S improper’iy cooked bear meat (?oung 1973) ProbabTy the moét' s"ig'ni icant Q
- ’.‘" . , - R R T o p - »' "o koA
. ! + N K ':: N . ‘ - {
L R L L X N 2
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. .‘ . ] ' Zasﬁct of M}ck’ vi 'It. from our point of view, was the abandoment of
' " ,."his sh‘ip u Unicorn which prov1ded a. source‘ of 1ron,‘~a highmed posses- O

s1on to the natives of Hudson Bay. Jérénie in 1694 1714. recounts that
the Indians were the first to move in for the spoi'ls 'teft behind by
. Munck (Doug]as and Haﬂace 1926) Up8n enterfﬁf&‘a smal'l hut that had

‘been erected by the Danes on the ma1nland the Indians accidentaﬂy set

- fire to a -keg-of gunpowder and blew everything,dncludtng themselves,

: p1eces. l.ater, several other' Ind'lans came to sa'lvage ‘the iron whicn was

all’ that survived the exp1osion. Accord1ng to Jere’nﬁe, "The Eskimos. of o

I "bay in the biscayners made of wa]rus skin...‘_' “Md 21) Mth""gh A :
2 this account probab]y refers to Ea t Main or Hudson Strattﬂe"m‘" 12‘15

' : p0ssib1e that some of these Iniit ma have been frog the west coast of

,'. e

T Hudson Bay or the Roes we1 come Sound area

o \"l '_ The ne:;t expedit'lon to saﬂ a'long the west coast of Hudsm\ Bay was

that of Luke Foxe 1n 1631-32 Foxe visited an. is!and thought to be Sﬂu-":

e m‘lut JUSt north of/the entrance to Chesterfie]d ‘In‘let descr1 bed the ,'; o

Thu]e period, Euria'ls that Merbs and McCartney have recent]y excavated

(McCartnéy 1971). and noted and described other surf'lcial features s
P

(Christy 1894) At Marble Is‘land further down the coast Fox’é hoted

. hab-ltation remains and the presence of a. number of ﬂ)es 1n (the waters

around the Is]and and a few caribou on the Island On another 1s1and,
which was’ 1n aH erHhood Sentrag Island off
some artef‘acts were found 1nc]ud1ng "...the rng,ues of‘ a birch Cannowe,

the footings and hornes of Deere. hoth sman and gr,;@ate, and of fow]e. Y
an Arrow headed with a nar]e, the head beaten broad and put into a shaft

- of 18 inches 1ong“ (Chr1sty 1394 332) Foxe aISo noted some reﬁins on.

another 151and south of this. uhich may possibly have been Egg lsland

= = g VR

'Hudson stra‘lt sometimes come too for the same purpose, cr0551 ng Hudson "“::.* .

oo ¥ St b

the coast from E:‘.l{imo Point, S _

7
o
3
r "
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K trapping and hunting abﬂities Lf the forest Ind‘lans a d pa1d virtuaHy

4 .- . . ! ' '. . N c.
f . A/ Mafieat w L e , . L L
oE R LT ~12 - .
. ’ -~ ,‘ . - L . .

s It may be significant that during, h’is journedx a]ong{the c%t in.-
and ear'ly August, Foxe apparent]y d1d not meet any natives,. During the

same year Thomas James discovered James Bay, but he had deaHngs on]y

N . ' ~,
v . oe¥e SN

\tj\the East Ma1n Inuft, " .""\“ o RS
Hudson Bay was essefﬂ[iﬁTy abarfdoned by Europeans from 1635-1668 R

In 1668, Fort CharT‘es was buﬂt at the' mouth of Rupert River for trade
" with the Creea who lived at "the bottom of the Bay“ . Th1s was the beg1n-
ning of coh{t‘lnudus European occfupatfon and eXpTo'Itation in Lludson Bay,
but the Europeans at this. time were more interested in- exploiting the:
l
no attention to the Inuit*s‘ituated further to the north aTong the west

coast of Hudson Bay Th1s situation 1s reﬂected in ethnographic d\a\
: l '

/ from this perioda. which dea]s annst entirely w1th the Indians. e e L a

Y eIy s " P i e pued Y
WEREEE el dndWeRE M

The charterfng of the Hudson s\\Bay Company 1n[ 1670 giving it 5dvereign
rTghts ovar aﬂ of Rug,ert's Land, afforded that organizat'lon a very soHd ep

’ operating base in Hudson Bay, one whic\ has persTsted to the present day.,'

B

" The 18th Century S R L

: j The buﬂding of Fort Prince of- Hales \at ‘Churchﬂ'l R1ver was the l

1n1t1aT Step towards the expansion of the Hudgon s Bay Company ’in the -

,' 18th century. The fort seems to have been'buﬂ most] y for tré'de withm : ;
the Athapaskan Indians who d1d not frequent the i ore souther]y posts at e ¢
/\‘Fort CharTes and Fort Albany (Rich 1949) From C urchﬂ‘l the Company | ’%

| pursued @ number of varied actMties during the la\th and 19th centurfes / P_, ‘ - g
:1 1ncTud1ng northern xpTorat‘Ion for Tands riches, an the stﬂl undis- // ’-_ te @
k covered Northwest Passage. The Tatter search Was no av1d'ly pursued. . :";: / : ;
1n fact 1t has been argued that the Company avo1ded ex Toration ahd N j"". - I;‘I

trade north of Churchﬂl for some time because they we afraTd of

. N .t i L - e - V-
‘ - . e ‘. v, .o Lo T i
. N . . .o PR 1 LTl . . o ¢ R
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SN ,‘[.' * “boats, where it is full of Slipps &:Blotks as- they had ~’/§“ o

near Munck's wintering p]ace.- o [ ’ _ e«.-ﬂ R

‘ . . meet them; & that? their Could: not be, Jess; than: 3 or 400 | T

Freme oo ?
» con . - i

discovering the Passage and thus Opening trade and 'Iosing their monopo]y

(D?bbs 1967) Trade with theInuit and 2 black (bouhead) wha]e fishery

were also carried out fr-om the Churchm base. Lo o

Tna‘ding and Explora,tion -
. ] :

According to ear‘ly sozroes, the area of the Churchﬂ'l R‘Iver was

frequent]y vis1ted by the Inuit before the estabHshnent of Fort Pr1nce

of Wales in 17{\{—( nney 1932 Robson 1963”) Fort A]bany s, governor, .

.James Krﬁght. sent to choqse a site for the new fort noted a campstte o

o' Observ‘d dpon. the. Outer point of the River as we Dot
came in’ abfindance of Iskemays. tents standing that 1 Do
-1doked 1ike a Town; & our people.as put-up ye- Beacon - .~ . . .
Sayth that they be:very Large Tents, bigg Emough to T :
‘ho1d 50 people;/And that thgre 'l’ents was'made.so - - . ' “
thick with turf, .Dirt 8.0ri twood that they beleive . e
they had Nintred thare &% our Norhtern Indians did ’ S

. of them by their 'Tents & Warehouses, finding above’ - e
,,«200 of the Latter:where théy had -kept thare Provisions, ' ‘

* they being buTlt with: Stones and Driftwood:. - & that S peo T
.they Sée the Place Where' they had built thare Great Coe e

- howd yrd Dubbd their Timber to build with; % 4:0r.5 . "]
© - ways “Standing where they had.buflt thare: Great- bokts L
=~ oni & they found by them a Dead man Lyeing with his T A
L ,SmaH Canoo by his. S*Ide.“ »(Kenney 1932 115-116) T ‘, T :

' ,It 13 unerly that angbt actuany saw the skin tents (1b1d.~117,| ‘
footnote) He probakf@;g:efers to] the foundat1on raﬂains of gagma struc-

._[Etures or autumn dwellings- 1ike those desched from Rank'ln Inlet 1n , )

,Chapl:er 2. In h'is journal Knight a“lso re1ates t}sa.t he saw Inuit 1an o
' _"boats off. E‘skimo Point (the point on the nor-th side of the Ch rchiﬂ L

: River often ca'ﬂed (:ade Eskimo) / He stated that the boats were. ~\£Ery" S ,
" Tatge and-according to the’ I:,:l Zts, the ndft butlt these botts ata.” "~ . ¢

« "\'.sandy cove a]most at. the r‘lv

outh. This descripﬂon appeers to' refer o
A ST

S _.to the large skin boats or. um'iat used be Thu]e and some recfnt Inuit e
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) groups After the fort wds bu11t however the Inuit abandoned the ‘

- Churchi]] area and were rareTy seen south af Whale Cove.

Spent six years as a- surveyor‘w1th the Hddson‘s Bay Company (1733 36

' '1744 47) and he observed that- thd retreat of the -Inuit to the area north

i B 0 Whale Cove and Eskimo Pohnt wasﬁpeinforced by the presence of Atha-

"them with f1re-arms (RCbson 1965).

paskans at the fort The Company had enticed these Ind1ans from thefr. -

northern area to. establish trade re1at1ons a} Churchil? and/had supp]i

v In 1718 Dav1d aughn, master of the Success sa11ed north fr m‘

._'Churchi]l and 1n1t1ated trade with the Inuit (Davies 1965) [ This eems
'to be the f1rst contact between Europeans and the Inuit of the weﬁt

:-Ke1sey. who! was at that tfme the governor of York Church111 A]bany.

"'Marble Island) and cont1nued the trade with the Inuit established by ‘

,Vaughn the previous year., On this tr1p the trade goods 1nc1uded peop)e .

" as- Kelsey traded two Indian boys- for two Inu1t boys (Davies 1965)

'iattainab]e 1n the northern areas of HudsOn Bay; He had previous1y he}dA:'

’;;;”'J A1so during aﬁi%“}é;r James Knight who by that time was an 01d
: ",man approaching an age of 80 years, set off from Eng1and 1n the Albany
« " and Discovery to search for gold. and other r1ches that he fe\t were

, ,t- Henry Kelsey S position a “he and Ke1sey Were antagonf%tic toward each

j“other (W1111ams 1962) For this reason apparently, he was given strict

Joseph Robson ,J

o

IS S N

- coast of- Hudson Bay for the purpose of trading In Ju]y of 1719 Henry b

‘ hMoose and Rupert S factorfes, sailed to Iatitude 62040' (the vicinity 6f

1“orders by the- Company to keep horth of latitude 64° knight was unsuc-“:-'

‘x-cessful 1n h1s pursuid and no authentic record of his trip 1s ava11able(

.iwhite quartzite 1s1and at the mouth of Rankin Inlet. -Fon severa'l years(

5t

.wl't'HoweVer. 1t is known that he and his men perished on Marble Island the T

"? f-no one knew what had become of Kn1ght. Information dame to 11ght on e o
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- i northward trading vayages 1n 1720 and 1722 that Knight had wintered at

: had vi sited them 1n the fal'l of 1719 when’ the ,crew had begun to set up

. w‘lnter of . 1721. some of thetr group remained on, the is1and on the oppos'lte

' _side. of the harbour to where the Europeans had set up quarters. During et

S

One of the better accounts of Knight s tragic ending is found 1n Samuel

) accreditéd with 1earn1ng the story beh1nd"the misfortune from the Inuit -

o 15- . o ' .’

Marble Is]and and had traded w1th the residents there (Davies 1965)

Hearne t 1ntroduct10n to his Journey to the Northern . Ocean (Hearne 1971)
In 1769 Hearne was~ at Marble Is1and on agwhaHng expeditid‘n and- fs o

who had been 1n contact with Knight akd his crew. : Apparently, the Inu1t . ,

w1nter quarters.,. "As soon as the ice permitted ;!n the fonowing sumer, Y ‘

(one thousand seVen hundred and tWenty) the ESqufmaux paid them ar’lother— -
. "‘\-.'( 2 he g0

visit...."f (Hearne 1971 xm) The people re’lated to He\a?ne that in the ”’,:ik

. L. By
. . . .. -
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the courserof the’ w1nter they suppl*led Knight's x:rew with provisions such j .
as whaIe blubbe‘? sea] meat and]oﬂ o The Inuit Went to the main]and 1n |

 the spring and: returned to Marbie Island that stmmer (1721) The ijew

=

rema1n1ng crew member,s did not survive the seddnd winter.“ The l,r'eﬂics :
of the. Kn*lght expeditfon were a good sodrce of wood a?ﬂ tron for the _, \

‘ Inuf t who returned to Marble Is]and frequent‘ly 1n _years to come to awm f §
themse]ves of. this resource (Hearne 197r\} ‘;‘. .' B 2

, Hudson s, Bay Company Records 1nd1catel’that the Company took Httle ' | ) »
,mte.re?t\.n the 1and ‘horth QChurchiH -and 1h the Inuit popul& fon; - o i i:
dur,ing the 1720'5 and early 1730'5. Fina‘l'ly, _1n July 1737 Rich rd Norton, o ; ;
governor at Churchﬂl. sent a trading and exp]oring sloop ‘to Hb’ e, Cove - : j \%

. ;...and from the success of the‘(r expedition to the northward e find : 3
o encouragement to send.the sloops therg next year, the coast be1ng
perﬂous no rivers nivigafﬂe that they cou‘ld meet with nor ho v.oods. - " L f
and the tradp tr1ang and 1nconsiderab1e./the parttcu]ars of‘ which being '; -‘L'f’:
:;L".' | | :‘7,:.,' | [ ; ;
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as fo]]ows vizt IQO 'lbs. whaiebone 20 'lbs of ivory, some unicorns, hornsr .
: " and three barre]s of biubber.s." (Davies 1965 242) ;This attitude was RN
B . doubtlessiy a’lso LY ref'lection of the re’lationship that had egtismd since
ﬂirst contact between the E’ngiish and the Inuit. The Eng‘lish neither
i\ked nor trusted theSe natives and preferred to dea] with theTr t'ra- .-

ditional enemies the Indians. James Knight in’ 1716 expressed his opinior’ls e
about the ‘Esk imos: “Them natiVes to the northward are more savage and m
brute]ike than these’ (e Cree at: Fort York] and Wil drink blood ard

eat raw fiesh and ftsh and 1oves it as wen as some does strong drink“ .

({b_ﬁ 160- 1) A Company 'Ietter to’ Churchi'H -18 May 1738 expressed E ." .

“"1"’?‘ L . B disappoivi‘tment with the resu]t of the 1737 expedition to \dhaie Cove and

ordered that the Inuit shou]d be encouraged to come to the fort 9 _ -
trade (ibid Je But Churchi‘li representatives rep’lied in August 1738, . .. L

. oun

' comnenting on the antagoni sm éxisting between the Northern Indians and _ _
| the Inuit and the danger of attempting to drnvf the iatter down to trade D ‘
at Churchili j | (\ R j SR

P P L 19t and 20th - “In answer to these garagraphs it was
200 oy aiways our opinions. 1ittle success- tan be expected from,.
s . a:trade with siich savages, whose manner are’so rude and
“e5 “parbarous as- to' leave no hope of cuitivating a,corres:
“- . pondance With; and with submission to your honours we '
think thera may be danger: of. drawing them to, Ascomay
.. point; 1f we could, while so mortal an enmity is sub-- . .
. ...sisting between them and the Northern Indians.", (ibid..245)

Josepﬁ Robson was one of few men to have spoken favourabiy about the
Inuit when he wrote about their retreat after the establistment of Fort '

f S Lo Prince of waies"- "Thus we have consented to’ the depopu'lation of both/-ﬂ fj '
- the east and west coasts of them, by suﬁgtinﬂm itants, per— '

LT T haps the most uséfﬁWatives, to e banished to Hudson s- L
.’_' : L strmS’o’n one side, and to Hhal e—cove on the other.l But 2 people do :
2 '/‘ o ) not easi]y lose their characteristic virtues. that art and*industry‘f "“';"'"'”‘('m
é‘ - - S - : .- : I l ,q:,.'.f o ‘Eiii'.';"' : . i

et wesmﬁ‘kd q%“ﬂ"“’%;ﬁ AP ;léwr"“* t(zm CRAES B B




P treat to safer country further north when the Churchi‘n River area beTame S

T - - I G RS- ARSI
%,‘-'q S . o for ‘which thEEskimaum are distinguished. they stﬂ'lrretain even 1n a ““‘;
' “\\ o state of nght and dispersion,..‘." (Ronson 1965: 64)J ; " 3' v "j ,,,/
» AL :-.'., Othier: situations further indicate the hostility between the Inuit e '
j?%ﬁ_rf¥AMWMMWmLmIMWHMMmmwmmmMmm
: I - _-,' '.\\,5 north from Churchﬂl With two Northern Ind'ian guides. in sear‘:;kof the e |
RN Northwest P assage (DObbS 1957) Later, he wanted to 1eave these twg on f'j; R
R '-Marble Island whﬂe he sailed for, EngIand The Indians. however. became . “J

Co f;'_,_" . 'terribly frightehed ", and these Indians when they vere put ashdre on. j o
| I Marb]e Is1and tho much nearer the1r own Country, thnught the‘}/ ﬁ'e ‘ ,. : ‘
" 'undone, and wou'(d be sacrificed to their Enemies thelEsqu'lmaux, who Loere . "’ : )
upon that Coast“'{etween them ahd‘vthe1r owi\ ?:ountry“ (1b1d..118) Hear‘ne R
) notfced in part'lcular ‘the hostﬂe intentio\‘is of the Athapa[?kans; who T
‘“apparent\y took every opportunity to do vi

ehc¢ tn the. Inuit.,"Hearne ,
% .related as 7 footnote in his journal that “tn t' ‘ sumner of 1756 a partx e
| ;'of Northern Ind'lans lay:. 1n wa‘lt at Knapp s Ba% t 1. the sloop n'a saﬂed

' - out of the harbour. when they fen on the poor Es uimaux and kﬂ‘led every
'.'\"sJul..' ."_ (Hearne" 1971 338) He later“ton that. - h'ls Journey across o

.. ‘.?the barrens, ',....durlng our stay at Glowey a greal number of {neians ‘- ' \ .. :‘
 entered into a cqmbi nation with’ those of my party to accompany us-to the o

“ '-Copper-mine~ and with no other 1ntent than to murd r the‘ Esquimaux,... , ;

(1b1d..114) It 1s 'Httle wonder that the Inuit p%puutioh chose to re- _ |

"'#

,,_, _M -_ ,,.popular for Athapaskan visitors. o - 3‘ 'TT";: S 3 .

[ PERRETE g‘: ItmyMasmthtwethMdﬁﬁhrh&wfwtmImumn*

* | ) —:""":%ﬁ: t&ndﬂikely wou'ld have 1nit{ated ma‘l icio{ts act‘lon toward th‘ls group had '

j, IR tf not been that the India.ns 'had one considerab‘ie advantage over them. L
‘ By 1717 the Hudson s Bay Gompany had suppTied the Athapaskans mrn fire-l- 4 ¥
, arms and 1t was not unt'l’l theear]y 1770‘5 that the Inuit acqufred these ;
‘ }*‘I‘r;’ Sy
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weapons and skill in their use (Williams 1969) This" will be’ discussed

&«

-

in further detail presen“tly. B I S
| As already mentioned the. Hudson s ‘Bay Company representatives e

'tried to keep a distance between the Athapaskans and the Inuit, and

t
LN

. when regular trading between the Company and -the Inuit was established it
' was in the form of a sloop-sent northward to trade at Whale Cove 1nstead
' f bringing the Inuit to Churchill as the London Office had dgsi:ed.
Joseph Robson gives a. good account of trading activities frmn 1738-1747
(Robson 1965) The Company was primarily concerned with trading whale
products from the Inuit, but after. studying the records Robsoh concluded _
‘that most of the "whale finn" must have been gotten from the inhabitants ,' _
e oof Hudson Strait as the ships entered the’ Bay from England since the trade 4 ’
~ during the seasons that a vessel was sent to whale Cove did not equal the |
i trade during the years that no vessel was: sent (ibid ) In the years 1745
1746 and 1747 the Company did not send a vessel to whale Cove "..T;ﬁd.
_ all the whale-finn that the COmpany brought to Englaid was procured 1n.,'
o ‘the straitsti.." (ibid 65) B
7 1745 - 303.Tbs Lo e
e 1746 -,1314 1bs " R S
. 1747 - 226 lbs - e e 1 ' - o
_Hhen compared to what was obtained during the years that a vessel was
 sent to Hhale Cove, Robsod's conclusion appears to be valid‘
‘."'.~1738-207lbs R S P R
<1739 s Ybs . v N
", 1740 - 630 1bs plus 123 galldhs of o1l e S
S0 174 149 1bs plus ‘one ton of oil L L .
.. 1742 - 679 1bs . - >

1743 - 496 1bs’ plus oil and blubber - 5 tons 234 gals. :
L1744 - 302 1bs ‘plus. of] and blubbér -3 toris: 216 gals.

[ 38

'This unprofitable trade Was- to cause the Company to cease sending the ’
; -.sldop northward by 1790, at which time the Inuit began frequenting the L f'[Z'-

Churchill post during the summer months. However. Robson Was convincedtf:'
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: T He]come Sourxd reg‘lon than along the coast to(the south.
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ol that trade might have been more profitabIe had the Inuit been ab]e te f
' , re]y upon the arriva] of ‘the sloop in du]y As 1t was, the trading ‘
~_q:.ﬁvessel has somet1mes sent for a few days 1n the summer and 1n other .

. seasons it was not sent at all so that the Inu t 1ef7 in a state of un-

‘ A certainty, did not- exert themselves to obta1n re provisions than thEiPx..

: !",' own needs required (Robson 1965 65)

(1761 1773) the’ Company sent s]oo7é to trade orth of Whale Cove. most1y

to Knapp s Bay and Marble Is]and the 1atter being the northern 11m1t

\

of the sToop S- journey (Rich 1949) In his Observations on Hudson s Bay

1767-91 Andrew Graham recogn1zed the contiiuation of the prob]em that
Robson had noted The sloop usually 1eft C urch111 after Ju1y 5 because

oféQhe 1ce seagon, and the Tnuit, not being able to reTy on 1ts arrivaI

often did. not-come'to the coast at a]] (N1111ams 1969: 240). ,SometimES, 3"‘

. they came to the coast in. knticipation of trade but went. inland again
.'l.,l') ‘ before the sloop arr1ved In 1771 72 a ma brought to Church11] from
f. o Marble Island related that his people killvd b1ack wha1é§”and?that tW6
f' Jf; B th been k111ed two years previous but th sloop was 1ate and ", | hts 1{
"" fr1ends were gone to, the Ma1nlon their wa to the1r w1nter quart;F%l

(W1]11ams 1969 241) The Inu1t referred to in th1s account may haVe -
oo 7 a

' origina11y come from north of Chesterf1e1 Inlet belonging to. the ' '5 Y

Aivi]ingmiut group. since ba]een whales were more abundant 1n the Roes v

kN

Graham a1so felt that the e1ement of uncertainty 1Lvolved in -

.

the trade 1nhib1ted the Inu1t in their p

.g};f' "-,::.- -1969) Graham regarded this situation al being reSponsible for the Inu1t

st

- T
sl B G Ermalamen Qe et

rsuit of furs and whale products.ﬂ, ;
The Company re‘lied mostly on -the Athapas ans for furs, the Ihuﬂ prov1d1ng |

:- on1y carib u h1des and ‘some wolf is well as 011 and’ whalebone (w1111ems L
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, and An 1767 two more came (N1]11am§ 1969) LatJ spring andror summer ”' -

:.‘_ 20’ - i R / . ’

having not obtained fire-arms and other expensive" commodities.'!.

_ Towards the last ha]f of the 18th century. the Hudson s Bay Com-
pany began to rea]ize that the trading ventnres northward were not )
prof1tab1e., Some effort was made to bring the. Inuit down to the fort to
trade. Hearne noted thar by about 1770 ‘the relationsh1p between‘;he -

. Inuit peoplg of the west coast’ Hudson Bay area and the Northern Indians _
. Was 1mproving (Hearne 1971 6) and th15 may have 1nf1uenced the change 1n
Company p011cy. In 1765 two men were persuaded to come to Churcq111 —

trading journeys to ChurchiTl were. beginning to be an annual occurrence :

formthe west coast Hudson Bay Inuit <and had an 1mportant consequence as/ .

R ._\---

. the following quotation relates ST T S

S

-

A”"However we must . say 1n praise of the Esquimaux that they B
_are Jes$ -given to war,:-We may charitably imagine this . to
.proceed from-a peaceable disposition; though perhaps it -

may be out of fear, for their southern neighbours having

the use of fire-arms, attack the Esquimaux to a great a van- ST

. ‘3" ", tage; -for the latter until a few years sfnce were not" ogr- L

'\mitted to trade any-guns. or’ ammunition., But ‘when .their -,
' *young people began to"winter at Churchill Settlehent, -

‘they were initiated Into the use‘of them, aiid -a-few qf them":;:: o

are ‘now-annually bartered.. When I commanded Church111
-~ Factery Anno Domini 1773, 4 and'5 I- ‘tratned up four yQUng .
¢.Es?u5maux to use. fire-anms,.;." (w1131ams 1969:236) - ].

l Perhaps 1n the acquisition of Fire-arms we may see the ‘cause of the

L ”1mprov1ng re]ationship" between the Indians and Inuit peoples around

, -

S on,” Chr1stopher M1dd1eton

L
,

this time. R

In 1790 the Company ceased the.annua] northern trading voyages_

.“" A..-,,' A~ l- . L ".' .' A ' . ‘,’“, -

: and the Inuit were compe11ed to traﬁel ~£horch111 ‘to seek out the many
i 1 European goods on wh1ch they had becomé dependent. . ’f‘"--' o L :

./.

Alth0ugh the main. effort of'the Hudson Bay Company in the 18th

century whs trade a few expedit ons wére 1n1t1ated to. carry out explora- SR

d beeh sent by Arthur Dobbs td search
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'3f{ o o ,'for the Northwest Passager1n 1742 Middleton was‘unsuccessrut 1n his .

. “ ‘ | : quest At the end -of July, ice was present 1n the “bays and river nmuths,
o and 1ce north of Roes Nelcome was stin not broken up by August so that
:'\ L :M1ddleton was on]y able- to: .survey. the area SOuth of Cape Dobbs” (E]Iis

'1748) E111s remarked that M1ddleton went no further north than 1at1tude '

ffi 62 15 ", and returned without seeing anything worthy of not1ce except .
xa great many Islands abundance of black Hhales but no very great T1des
-I' S .(tbid..BB) Middleton made observations on the faunal tife of Marb]e }.
Island durlng the sumner season (JuTy-A gust) “...the Land s very moun-
v ‘f' tainous and barren with: Rocks of the marb1e kind 1n the Vales are a great
. ‘..ﬁmany Lakes, with some Grass and Numbers of large Deer. as b1g a a
'A‘t;._ smaTT Horse, twelve or thirteen hands high upoJ Is]ands not ha]f a rﬁle
in Circuit they genera11y\saw a smal] Herd" (1b1d; 89) There were ~
‘ . a]so bear, geese, and swans present at that season. It was on this voyage ';
*:.,:j' }h lthat Midd]eton s 11eutenant John Rankin discovered the bay west of

. . l S S o
SRR Marble Is]and wh1ch 1s oW known as Rankin In]et. . ;:.75 S

A .
LI

_ Dobbs was displeased %1th Middleton s resu1ts, and remained con-
'vinced that the Passage was to.be found somewhere a1ong the northwest L

" coast. _In"1746-47, he outﬂtted another exped1t1on consisting of two

. \ ~sh1ps the Dobbs-Ga11ex and the Caltfornia.. Swaine clerk of the leif
f ‘f::' s "'fornia. and E1115 aboard the Dobbs. both wrote accounts of the voyage. :
'.fb “_»:f,":; '.On the trip from England to their wintering quarters at the mouth- of
'5;, ﬁfiil‘ v}-'the Hays R ver, the oniy nat1ves they sa were those from the Hudson
"‘?;Q Q'_‘. Stratt area althoughfthe Ca11forn1a g 1ongboat s, expecting to encounter .."

"Eg? natjves on one of its excursions to test the tides at Marble Is]and

- ffﬁi‘_ - N (August) "In the long-Boat were the Lieutenant the Cterk s1x Hands _ )
?l ’i[i‘l' j;,}?’, and a Boy, the Long-Boat ahout Seven}Tun, rfgged with Sloop Mast and K ;lérxr\gff
) '-‘1f3 Sails, we1l provided with Provision anb.all Necessaries. and those 1n ’ Ca

LT : : - A R A
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' 1"and the crews encountered the Inuit frequently, An all cases they desired
Ato trade whalebone._ Meetings occurred at Bibby sllsiand Neviii 5 Bay.,?'”
= {and Whaie Cove. ‘"...ue arrived at Whale Cove, in the Latitude of 62030'1'

' :her weil armed their Ams were a Defence for them against.the Eskemaux.

'who are a1so in those Parts at. this Season..." (Drage 1748 88) In. July

of 1747 the expedition set off to Pisto] Bay, Rankin Iniet or Wager Bay .

ﬁ'cto search for the Passage. On this journey, they did meet with the Inuit
 "The ﬁsquimaux who inhabit ‘the Sea: Coasts to the Northward of the Com-

pany's Settiements appeared fran Time to Time in smali Bodies of, fourty

| or fifty togéther, upon the Eminencies of the Isiands on’ that Shore,

shouting, and making Signals for us to approach but we proceeded on our

. Course without minding them....“ (E]lis 1748 218—19) Indeed these .
_‘peopie may have been anxiously awaiting the trading s]oop from Churchiii
;lthat had not—arrived theiprevious year)and would not arrive this year :
-_either (Robson 1965) Ei]is (1748 238) remarked that the Inuit were

; numerous in these parts this was noted during the month of- Juiy.’ The

Dobbs-Ga11Ex anchored at Marbie Isiand and was visited by ...ﬁho Canoes-

"fuli of Esquimaux came off to us from the Hest Goast and upon our sig-.

'~‘_ nifying that we wanted Nhaiebone they immedifteiy left us but quickly

returned with a c‘onsiderable quantity of that and/ a iarge Parcei of

Eiadders fiiled with’ Train Oii" (Ei]is 1748 219T20) From the phrasing
of this passage, it wouid sefm that Ei]is used the term "canoes" to refer

to’ skin boats, -and the description suggests thatithese were umiat .j : 5..'3" .

'”:‘i!Severai lohgboat excursions were sent out from the. DobbJ to test tides

.‘,uprth He discovered to the Nestward of the Place 2 Bay’ in- which t“re"- o

L were: many Isiands. from whence there came off a few Savages to visi us.r}'7

\_,

"for it is’ be observed that they aiways make it their Choice, to fix

themse]ves, in the Sunner Season, upon the most deso]ate Isiands for the

'1‘.\, }rxu She A’"" t
£ "ﬁs‘ﬁw {f"?“ 502 o
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» 'Convenience of Fish'lng" (ET'Hs 1748 237) They went ashore on one of |
| " these 1s1ands and met with ‘»'.'..about twenty Esquimaux. but most of them -
_ "-wOmen and Chﬂdren, for the Men were gone a f‘lshing," (1b1d ) . |
: ' ETHs made some 1nterest1ng ethnographic observat1ons on the ini- o
" 'j‘:habi‘r,ants of the west coast of. Hudson Bay, notfng differences between

them and the groups from Hudson s Stra1ts. o

"It wﬂl in some Measure justify this Observation to '
remark that the Borders of their Habits are -commonly

~ fringed with cut Leather, and are sometimes hung with
Fawns Teeth; and .the Women do not ‘stick out the Sides

'+ of their Boots with Whalebone, as the other .Esquimaux -

do,...There is also another Circumstance -in which these = . :

' People likewisé differ from those formerly mentioned, -
."and that is in wearing a Cap made of the Skin of a

- Buffalo' i Tail;:which, tho' it has a horrid Appearance.'/ S

. yet 1t 1s very usefu‘l in'keeping off the Musketoes,

..+ which fin"this country are excessivew tr°"b1es°“‘e'" i f o

(ENMs 7ase232) R

| He mentions that they made use of train oﬂ for the 1amps “..,.which are -
| ’rﬁade of’ Stone. ho Towed-out, w1th some Difficulty, and 4 artific‘lauy as
. .' can be weH expected. consider#ng the Tobls, they. work with- and for the .
C w1ck 1nstead of Cotton. which we use, thei\ave recourse t0. dryed Goose -
1 -Dung,.;." (ibid. 234) He descr1bes the use of the fihe drm and o
"~'remarks that* “It wﬂl be pmper to &dd, that what 'Httle Tﬂnher they
' have, is entirely Drift wood- and th1s faﬂing. them 1n the umter they
- .are onged to make . use of their LaMps..'.'f , 1b1 '3 234-35)

o ET‘Hs a1so g1ves an acCount of -the CaHfornia S d1scovery of Ches-; -

[ -

'l_.‘terfieId Inlet and "‘..that they met ’1n their Pas'sage, vrlth many of the

ﬁl

’Traﬂ -011, of which they had Abundance, 1f they cou1d have Spared "Hme"

The Dobbs-Galle_v m}d Ca]ifornia d1d not succeed m findq.g the

. ;Esquimaux, th‘ at a ‘tht Expence had suppHed them with a considerab]e ,; ;

- 'Quahtity of fresh Venison, and wou'ld have pmcured them more, as ne'l'l as” -

-

'
——-v.hy




‘; 1:ﬁ\' Having discussed European Inuit 1nteraction on the c ast 1n the '

‘a «.s

Eskimo prehistory. Samué] Hearne was the first Euro ean.tb traverse the '

barren grounds, 1n three attempts to reach the mo,th of the Coppennine

egts gmg and 1772.«-&5{0re o

he successfu1ly completed his. journey, he. sa' a 'ge part of the 50uthern f“?:‘

River from Fort Prince of Wales between the ye

barren grounds. Travelling w1th Chipewyan companions,.on several occas1ons T"'

he met with Northern Indiehs on their wag to or from- Fort Prince of wales.z,‘ ;;f5 .

: .! "'f"‘i-,. In April of 1170 during his. second a empt to reaeh the Copperming,River,,‘;
o \ R U »
he met suth a. group in- the Seal R1v r area._; ,h L ,‘* ‘.";n5 SEI-IE
AR "Dn the. twenty-fourth, eayly n the day, ?reat body of - f"*%t}trfj“ff .
.+ °~ 'Indians was-seen tg the South West, on-the.Targe Take by R

the side of which our gént stood. On their arrival-at = . .
. our tent'we discovered ‘them: to be’ the wives and- families St
- .of -the Northern Ipdjan. goose-hunters. ‘who- were ‘gone to - - .

- ‘Prince of Wales.Fgrt to atténd the season. ~ They were ';,J . U
" - . +bound foward-the barren. ground,;theré to wait the ret rn 2 PR
. ofetheir: husbands, and relatgons from the Fort, efter thg, R
'.fterminat1on _ the goose season." (Hearne 1971 25) '-':' EERE

i ,'W.A. 7T, .on the thirtieth af June 5%77@] arrived at a sma]]fﬂs‘.
S T riveny called Cathawhachaga, which' empties Atself into a .
[ - " ".lapge lake called Yath-kyed-whoig, or- White Swan Lake. -
Lo L. Hére vie found several -tents of Northern Indians, who had':

coe e "~ “been some time employed spélring deer {h their canoes, as-
: .f*“** : “\\\s they,croésed the above mentil ed 11tt]e river." (ibid..BS)

' Having broken ﬁis quadrant Hearne wa forced to return to Fort Prince

.‘ of Males n August 1770 He had. veiched 1at.1tude 63010’N 10ngitude |

10 40' N. from Churcht11 River.é'“Early 1n the morning of the nineteenth 3 R

1 Set out on my return,...ln Our way we frequently met wtth other Indtans, 'uijiﬁf,
: so that scarcely a day passed w1thout our seeong severalrsmokes made by ‘

| ’ff other strangerl" (1§_g..50) 0n other occaLions Hearne came upon hunt#ng

: ‘.."A....‘{‘_
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...;_ .25'._ ’c;‘- ’l\ | o ) . y ,j'j_,
Q camps "ooawe arrived at 2 'Iarge tent of Northern lndians‘ § th had bee ,' o
e 'Hving< there from ‘the beginmng of H1nter, and had found a p1ent1fu1 sub- . - AT
RS . . Sistence by- catching deer in a pound w (1b1d..77) This camp was at s
L [;73,, ' Nholdiah Lake. in ‘the month of March., Hearne described this metZ;od of ro— N
oo k curing deer and remarks that often itisa very successful method of !
;.:f ' | ' : hunting and '...many famiHes subsist by 1t without having occesion to - 2
5 : move their tents. above jonce or twice during the course of a who’le wi ter; .
- and when the Spr1 ng advances both the deer and Indians draw out to he ‘ K i
~ Eastward; on the ground: which, is ent1re1y barren ) (1b1d 80) 0'.1[ ’
:his severe‘l .journeys from Fort Prince of wa'les Hearne saw barr no
| . grounds at a11 seasons of the year. Thus he was-able to rana-r.k th t *.'
: "Our Northern Indians who trade at the Faotbry, ds We'H qs a'H the Copp’er )
tribe, pass their whole Sumer on the barren ground. where they ge era'lly , ,‘
. find plenty of. deer j (1b1d 320) Durihg the, w1nter months, app: rently, g
' ",l Hearne encountered few people. Located at approx*lmate]y lat'ltude 60°45' N‘. o
P ‘4and long1tude 102°25 w., Hearne wrote on Januar_y 22 1771 n ,..1 the . )
i' BRI afternoon sdoke with a stranger. an Inrﬂan,...Those people were rhe f1rst
o -"f‘;'-strangers whom we- had met since we 1eft the Fort,l though e had ‘raveﬂed

L, "..i s 3 ' sevleral hundred mﬂes whfch fs a proof that this part of the co ntry 15
AR but thinly fhhabi ted:. (1bfa..73). L s
,' S S Brieﬂy sumnarizing thie movements of these People aJ Hearne ob.~»‘, ,
S .K'served them, we find that during the summer they were hunt'lng car1bou on . .
P .:_ » f'.'f'the barren grounds mth the onset of winter most of‘ the Indiarh ,;-aj'eng ,:
g | ';:'z-; 5w1th the car‘lbou, retreated to tne woods, 1n spr{ng (by Aprﬂ add':_hey)i”::_f."_-.:-:,."-"'
Cn ‘ ;‘l,'.grc}l?ps were’ crossing the barrens on thetr way t6 ,Fort Prince offMales’ Y
i .'to hunt wi‘ld fow'l and trade or to Knapp s Bay to meet the trad1hg S'IOOD

(I L "-(1b1d.°298) It 15 notab'le and An view of Birket-Sm‘lth‘s thes 5 1n- : '5

? o ;,:, ,‘.‘:tﬂguing,*that Hearne saw’neither an. Inuit popu]ation nor any trades of
i R s ‘,z.:'.i- i
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x S " o their having occup1ed these regions. The onTy nat'lves hJ e'countered

o b were' the. Athapaskan Indians. /’ 7_‘ R |
| ' Contact with Europeans in(‘the 18th century had a trem'ndous in- . ".: e

fluence on the Inu1t of West Hudsdn Bay. - fn parti cu'lar one can c1te

] T ', ‘ R the acquisition of ﬁre-arms by the]Inuit as - being probabTy the most ‘

- 3 .- : 1mportant result of thts contact. This put the Inuit on an eq a1 ooting
4 o o with the Indians ind had a marked effect on the exploitatWe att ‘[rn of
‘ _ e * ' these peop]e as will be later dichssed There are two other e‘\vents _ ,’ :.

toward the close of the 18th century which also, tndirect'iy, had an’ 1m-
s . o portant effect on the I‘huit population. F1 rst in 1775 Cumheﬂ a.nd House
o C U0 was built as the first 1n1}and trading post. - This and the subsequent
‘ - ' ' _' [estab'l'lshment of other 1nter1.or trad1ng posts made 'It possib]e for the -
’ i B Athapaskans o avoid the Tong trip. across the barrens to Fort Prince of L
| Nales. Secondly, the decimat10n of. the Chipewyan populat;on b]} a smaﬂ-
pox epidem}c\‘n 1781 82 almost emptied the Barren -grounds of 1ts Indian
occupants. The 1mportance of these three e,vents to local Inuit popu]at1ons*.' t
has been previous1y reCognized (HﬂHams 19695 I beHeve that we- can |
L extend this argument and See the almost simu'ltaneous occurrfence of these
events as 1nitiating the, evolution of the Caribou Eskimo wby of er. R
‘ -~{_'*/a T G ,_
The 19th Century ' e g R

.—'. . . T - J‘
o oo Ty . Lo {
oo l

R }' LT The 1n1t1a1 1mpact of c0ntact between the. Europe7ns and the Inu1t

aTong the west coast of Hudson Bay was felt mosd strongiy 1n the middle L
A o latter part of the. 18th century. The effects of th s 1mpact were i " "
b '_':.'Aobserved 1h the 19th and 20th centuries. The Hudson E Bay Company had ,:. r
, 2 ) ceased sending ships northward to trade byr}'lao, so t at ’after this time

*l{f '-_";the 'Inuit frequented Church1 ’l‘l on an annuaT basis as Robert Hood mid-— N
L | :'shipman on ﬂie first Franfdin ‘ex editfon, noted 1n 1 "19* "As the '
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Esquimaux vtsit Churchﬂl every year in the spirin ) hopes were entertatned

.that he might be preuaﬂed on to acoompany ‘hs,./." (Houstoh 1974 21)
'Hood was’ referring to the possibﬂ1ty of findiz/g an. interpreter to come C

on the 1n1and expedition searching for the No hWest Passage. In July

f'.1846 Dr. John Rae met Inu1t 1h Kkayaks going to Churchﬂ]! 1n fact dur1ng

"the summier months of both 1846 and 1847 he not'lced the presence of these

rpeop'le along the coast from Chésterfield Inlet to. Churchﬂ] (Rae 1970)

" More historica] data from th1s area is avaﬂab]e from the 1ast

: quarter of the 19th century In the years 1878 80, Freder1ck Schwatka

- . led an exped‘ltion to search for the records of the lost Frankhn expedition

' ’ of the Connery Rtver. The nat1ve 1nhab1tants of these parFs were the

’ wi 'I'l iam Gﬂder and Henry K'l utschak - were members of Schwatka S crew. and

both ‘made several observations on . the Inu'it Schwatka made his head— o

i. quarters on the ma1‘n1and across f’rom Depot lsland just be1ow the mouth . ':,.‘ ;

0.

' A1v111 ngm1ut among whose numbers were a few Netsﬂingmi ut, (Stackpole 1965)
‘ 'According to Gﬂder s Inu'lt Informants. these lands had former]y been ‘ |
- occup1ed by Car1bou Esktmos (Gﬂder 1966)

That w1nter Schwatka surveyed the coast between Cape FuHerton and L

| _ Marb]e Is]and. In January, 1879 Gﬂder and Kl.utschak Journeyed to 5
| .;Marb'le Is1and ‘and Schwat:ka fo‘H wed 1n February. . Gﬂder undertook ar trip
' to-a Qaernermiut (Kfnnemetoo) vi Hage situated some 50 mi'les to the north
: _.‘”and west of Marbie Is'land The purpose of the trip was to purchase dogs g
"which he managed‘ to do a‘lthough "He found the natives 1oathe to part with ’ : ;
*'them’ owing to their plans for the regular musk-ox huhts to the northward
L "1ater 1n the sp ing.“ (Stackpo]e 1965 45) Gﬂder found the Qaernermut}
_'.,"'1n 1g]oos, upon a 'Iarge ‘!ake on tre western shores of Hudson Bay. and )
4 ff'j’was the first Jhite man who had been there. Miny of this tribe had never
B ""'jseen a white
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nan before...." (Gi‘lder 1956 41) This 1s the first account’ L
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of 2 Car'lbOu Esk'lmo winter camp not situated at the coast Gjlder des- ‘

)
3

cribes the igld@at this camp. - ', . C,

"I found their 1g‘|oos to be misch 1arrger and better bu'l It
. than those of jthe northern natives. The eptrance vould '
usually. be by a narrow passage-way, “excavated from a snow-’ .
drift, six to eight feet below the surface, and perhaps .. . &
.. ‘twenty-five'or thirty feet 1ong. They had no Firgs for -
.+ heating'the 1glons, and, -consequently, there was a clammy, -
*.ovault-11ke atmosphere indom's that.was anything but T
pleasant, They use oi1 only: for 1ight, and, even.in the
. depth of winter, cook what 1 tt'le food they do not eat:
raw with moss" (ibid.). ... , ,

, Further observation \by ~Schwatka 1n February 1880 during the return
t{rip from King wﬂHam Is1 nd to the1r headquarters gives an 1dea of the

L northern boundary of the Car‘lbou Esk1mo area at that' time. At appr‘ox1- _

’ Eskimos but 13 _years fter
'traveﬂed across the southe
ﬁso since Samuel He a ne.

- onIy Athapaskan In 1an‘s” the Tyrreﬂs met only Inuit. Upon reach'!ng '; ‘

mate]y 64030' t'o 64° latit de he saw s1gns of where the’ Kinn?petoo had

'been drying fish, and at approximate'ly 1at1tude 64°N. started meeting
"these peop]e daﬂy Th15 mu'ld have been roughly 50 mﬂes from the cdast

and Just north of Chesterfield Inlet.‘ '

I
F

K Schwatka and his crew were the first to meet the inland Caribou

eir exped1t10n. the Tyrreﬂ brothers

barren grounds, .tZe £i rst Eumpeans to d

ere 1150 years prev'lo 5 Hearne had encountered

the out1et of Mark am Lake, J N. Tyrre'n remarked. . .
"It is worthy f note that at this paint some very o'ld : T
_ .. moss-grown "teepee" poles and fragments jof.birch bark -
. were folnd, ind{cating that ‘in- days gone’ by the spot
- had béen visited by Indians, though it was now known . .
to them only in legends..” We had seen noitraces -of Indians

- . since entering ‘the.Dubawnt, but at sometime they had - o l 3
" ” . descended thus far, and -had ‘camped on the same bald h'l'l‘l L :

which we' now 0c<:up1ed " (Tyrre‘-l] 1908:84)- .

Y “At “the ‘second rapid [on the lower Dubawnt] the ﬁrst .
. unmistakable. signs of the recept. habitatfons of Eskimos
* "were discovered,- They ‘consisted of rings of camp - '~ -
_Stones, an.old bow, several broken grrows,.a whip-stock
and numercus broken.or- partl forme wi'l]ow ribs of a.
"kyack" or cahoe‘" (1b1d. -94¥ .
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v& : w - . . 'S to.
At the mouth of{ the Chamberlain River’ flowing 1nto Grant Lake they-saw

-

"-:more, signs of Inuit and were pleasantly surprised to find a considerable 9
_quantity of driftwood Further along thLir traverse (10 m'l'les above
Nharton Lake) they came’ upon an’ Inuit famﬂy 1nc1ud1ng a man his two
‘ wives and six chﬂdren who were hunt1 ng musk= oxen.- These people were' .
."‘,.'vag in a caribou’skin tent There were a number of European trade ..: ' .] /‘ |
goods 1n this camp wh"lch ‘had been obtained from other Inuit, since thEy 2 /" ' ‘
; 1nf’ormed Tyrre]l that they had never beenlout to the coast STy / '
,. The Tyrrens d1 scovered that there was an abundance of driftwood /
,'1n the area because the Thelon River, flowing 1nto the Dubawnt, brought , _’

WL

A‘,the wood down from th forested 1nterior. They understood that further S A

',up the river the Inuit came to bu‘l'ld ka_yaks (Tyrre'l‘i 1908 102) ,,' = %

. '\Aberdeen Lake, more Inuit rema1 ns were discovered - at the. west end land o "‘..‘5

jng an. old encampment and some skeleta'l remains and at the east end. a/ ”'

‘ ‘row of 1nukshuks, signs of caribou hunting. F1na11y, upon their arr'lvh] g
' rooat Chesterfield Inlet in early tember 1893 they noted "y aﬂboats" in . }7
o Chesterfie'ld Inlet manned by Inu who were moving from the coast to 1n- *
o ter inthe Interdor (1b1d,:167). - “These: “sailboats" }were ke the ode‘n.." B

‘ _.boats that. Amer1can whalers had 'Introduced to the nat'lves of the norjh'wés’t ‘

'tcoast of Hudson Bay. \ - ; B P / »»—-

“

v Z - '_,..—..’A-;—‘—‘\"

; "-' E In the 18th ce‘ntura?fdiﬁﬁ—ur‘tﬂz the Tludson s Bay Company /attenpted
RS to establish .4 b]ack whale fishery based on Harble Is'land however the PR

- .

o England tegan a sucdesSfu'l exp'lo‘lftation of‘the baleen whales a'lon
. "'_'northwest coast of nudson Bay. From 1860 to: 1865 30 voyages wer% made eI
L to Hudson Bay and 400 whales kﬂ'led (Ross 1973) During [} typica voyage.l el
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g the ‘whalers’ saﬂed to Roes Nelcome sound as the wha]es werevmost abun-", L

| dant in this region, chased the whales untﬂ September and then set up, - S

"winter quarters 'ln nearby harbours 1nc1ud1ng Marb1e Is]and and Fuﬂerton'.

b Island.. In spring they did row edge whaling, then cruised S ‘
cwn L the Welcome agam “in summer: and saﬂed for New Eng1and with the catch b_y\ ]
_;_ear'ly Septembér (ibid. 41) L . . _‘ - .:" ,.

\:'jf . , - ~In 1866. the Hudson's Bay Company became . - . - .
By e ¥ o
- ’ wha] 1ng 'Industry and sent a whaHng ssel to oppose it. The Company ' ’

S
p——

-

. assumed that the- presence of %the Amef can whafl érs vas’ h1nder1ng Ithe trade
‘ .

__,_..~___._... R

'at Ghurchi'll the’ Inuit being diverted.to Marble Island and the other , " o 3

- —-—'/———-’whﬂ‘iﬁ@‘SMto trade with the w1nter1ng whalers. However. 1t has . :
' | been lpointed out and quite :justffiably so, that ','.'..vfrtuaﬂy aH the ‘-., . .

Eskimos who came 1nto contact w1 th American wha1ers at Marb]e Island l"'» t\m :

e 1 Depqt Island and Repulse Bay Hved from 300 to 600 mﬂes from Churchm - C M ""“
- f"pi too far to deve]ﬁ:p regu‘lar trading connections" (Ross 1973 i47). That the , ,'
LA IS L
L - northern coashﬂ Inu1t groups tsed -to ge to Harb'le Island to trade was

* T . noted by Schwatka n January 1879. He ‘SaW. the Inuit from Nha‘le Point TR

g " 2: f‘,oass his headquarters en route to. winter trade at Marb'le Is'land TheSe
o . : ; people Were ‘er1y A1vﬂ1ngnit1t The Caribou F,sk‘lmo sub-grOUps that may o

have been 1nyoh7ed directly in th'ls trade connection were the Qaernermiut s
: from Chesterﬁe]d Inlet and possibly Hauneqtormiut from ‘the Rankin Inlet Lo

. L ‘ I Lowr
e e . . P ) . . ) ' . ' ‘” . . . o l‘\~_ -
'area., ) L L '.f.~ e B gE . L -
) R . : ‘ . . . ‘_ N . . [ S

ntary trade wi th the Inu1t

I

, Thf HLdson s Bay Company s second attempt at the wh
_ .'1866-67 also ended An’ faﬂure, and th g
’ iy *:Was not h‘lghl ¥ S
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. ‘ R ;— In 1882 the Company once again sent tradmg stsels north as

B T far as Marb'le Island. This’ tine the trade was 1n furs and sknjs . fox,

- car1bou musk-ox and arcttc “hare (1b1d ) CIn order to compete in trade]‘
e more effectwe]y w1 th- the American wha'lers the Company once again en- . '
deavoured to succeed at wha'l 1ng. In 1892 the Perseverence wis sent on ',

E a dua1 purpose vdyage to hunt whales and to trade w1th the Inuit.- B y . o ,

this t'ime however, the nUmber of ba1een whales had been great'ly reduced

- as a result of' 1ntensWe ctmmerciaﬂ wha'ling.. Nith the: dec'lihe in the

whale popu"lat/iohﬂ in’ Roes Ne'léome Sound, ‘and a waning markat for wha]en ' o .j

’3\“ products the whale flshery»Jn Hudson Bay started drawing to a close by o L : |

‘, the end- of . the 19th century (1b1d 3 ' ' ' L '&

i The pre ence of m’&)ican whalers 1n Hudson Bay w%s anything put

) 1nconsequentia1. L Jq C L CT k"T ':"“;;;

‘l %’) it 1 '1t1ated an. attempt by Ithé Hudson s B?y Company to start l : ':' ;"':

. ‘a b'lac whha'te f shery, thereby extending the Company”s trade among the

Inu1t S _ L ,' LT e
: b) there\ were fiow two. sources of European goods avaﬂab]e to the -
4 | c) “the- Inuit must have p]aced a. greater emphasis on’ prﬁcuring,,‘. :
‘ furs and skins for trade pahese things became more desirab1e to the" ','I"
SR ,'./ /Eumpeans. _‘ it R ., R )
- L .‘ - d) tt attracted the mo;ﬂe northern nuit to the coast to trade'f.,.i-- :
: h and to get jobs with the whalers e‘lther ?jﬁalayym nters to J
supply food for the sh1ps creWs ,&ef”»‘r/%jl; ke 2 _43 é
e eTh . -t:enturys~ e : f'h .-

Whereas 'tn the previous centuries European 1nf‘luence wa,s more Olf .

: S . ]ess restricted to the 1ntroductton of European weapons, utﬁitarian

. .. R s . Lo R e -
R b_.__ﬂx"”/ R
I T
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’ ; since 1950, the Car1bou Eskimos werT subjected to government organized

B .'..4‘32': - .'_ ? . ..' ‘ ‘ . - :‘, A \\

’
[—

A

objects and food and3w1th7on1y one Hndson's an Company‘oost-at‘ChUrchi1i“f\\\

--1n c]ose proximiqy to the Caribou Eskimo area, the 20th century Saw the
L

":.-“v! -Y

iexpansion of permanent trading posts (Chesterf1e1d In1et 1912 Baker Lake

' 1916 Nue]tin Lake 1920 Esk1nn Po1nt 1924) and the arrival of: Chris-
i,jtian1ty and the R.C. M P to f1na11y 1mpose European ideo1ogy upon the

Inu1t

‘o

Dur1ng the years 1921124 members of the Fffth Thule Exped1t1on

'ucarried out monumenta] studies of the central arctic Inuit. Among these P

.'Kaj Birket—Smithrv The observations of the. peop]e made. by Birket- Smith
. in the 1920 5, and his conc]usions regard1ng their culture, are discussed

'1n following Chapters

- £ 4
In the. years after the Fifth Thu]e Expedition and particuIar]y

1-Rank1n Inlet In i§57 and 1958 some - 320-Inu3t were moved from Chesterp “
4--: jHe'ld In?et and Eskimo Point. to work in the Rankin nickel m1ne (Harper :

' | v1964), which subsequentTy c1osed doWn in 1961 The recent 11festy1e of
'fthe Caribou Eskimos offers us little 1nsight 1nto theiL traditional cul-,

' ,gture origins.

“15 the great ethnograph1c work 0n the éu]ture of the Cafibou Eskimos by éu

‘p"resett1ement and 3ub p1acement programnes centred around p]aces Tike' . ot
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ﬁ~phases of’local prehlstorlc ‘and hlstoric development The settlement and

'creates difficultles. ?5
" the interlor of the barren grounds (Harb 1961, Merbs and Irv1ng 1964.. _ BRI . |
"grounds.‘ "Interior Hunting Tradltlon“, lncludlng Palaeo Indlan after

c 13000 B, C: and Archalc Indtan ¢ A.D. 0- 1ooo "PrehlstOr‘lc Esklmo Tra-:
"-;dltion“. that is the preJDorset phase of the Arctic Small Tool traﬂltlon,

o omereRzo L0 e

INUI.T-' OCCUPA'_[ION o‘r'wssr COAST HUDSON BAY- SINCE -A'.'ll.\ 1200

In this chapter, an attempt will be made to detenmlne aborlglnal

l

“»populatlon movanents An the west coast Hudson Bay reglon and to recon-'

N .

struct the seasonal round of actlvltles characterlstlc of’ the varlous

"subslstence patterrs of the west coast Hudson Bay Inult cultures can be

‘partlally reconstruhted through analysls of archaeological slte locations

and artefact assemblages but a pauclty of archaeologlcal evldence .

. Y
4 die

Substantlal archaeological reconnalssance has been undertaken ln:'

AT T

Gordon n d.), Based on work done: along the lower and mlddle Thelon .”

Rlver. Harp (1961) has proposedfour cultural tradltlons for the barren -

PR AR

o f”Proto-Hlstorlc Eskimb Tradltlon" or the. Thule Eskimo Tr&dltlon. and |

s Ty

.._tlons frnm thls area. All but one of the known sltes from the barren

'.,'flnally. the “Hlstorlc ﬁSklmo Tr§%ltlon“*—*~ -‘" fT,f?.:._"_:,ilj {"";'t

- The barren ground sltes whlch are 'of . greatest lmportance to thls

. 1nvestlgatlon are those representlng the transitlonal Thule and Carlbou
'_iEsklmo culture.. Except for the work done ln the Thelon River-Baker Lake
.‘reglon, most of the data regardlng these cultures come from Sporadlc col- _ :
-'jlectlng thatlnsgone on over the past 50 years Durlng a visit to the

' Natlonal Museum of Man. ‘the author was able to study some of the-collec-

- 8 .

'grounds are burfal sltes or tent rlng sltes wlth related surflcial

~ "../‘";' '
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features, Httle, 1f any, bone refuse and 2 pauctty of artefac Sy

oo especiaﬂy of diagnosttc artefacts that could be HSEd to distinguish

_‘between Thu'le and Caribou Eskimo components. . The exceptton 1s a s te

K on Baker Lake whtch "has - seven semi subterranean dwe!Hngs.

~ bel onging to the Thule per‘lod McCartney (1971) suggests 8 dating scheme,'
' fOr the divtston of the Thu'letpertod of the northwest coast of Hudson Bay, .

: Thule pc(:urrtng c A, D 1200-1510 In the Ccribou Esktnn area, however,f'

AH of the major artefactual evtdence comes from coastal sftes IR

with classic whele hunt'lng Thu'le occurring C. A D 900 1200 and modified'

1 wou]d suggest that there 1& also an historic Thu1e phase occurring c. :
. A D 1610-1775 (thus supporting Tay1or s op1n1 on that in some. areas the
Thu'le culture ‘lasted until the m1d~18th centur-y) Th'Is historic phase,

~ito, the 19th and 20th century Inuit cultures.

Al thoth the accounts of exp1nrers, wha'lers and traders relate

.Hmited by the fact. that Europeav’ contact w1th the native 1nhab1tants

the winter are 'Iacking untt 1 the zOth century studies of the F4fth
',‘Thu"le Expedition (/1921-24) The d1scussion of: the econom'lc and sett1e- )
.ment patterns of the historic Thu]e and Caribou Eskimos 1s 'La.r:gely based o o

Y

| -.on Birket-Smtth's ethnography and on the accounts of early European

,1nhab1 tants of lHudson Bay

. 'The Thule Pertod

!,

C]assic Thule

R
. . I
“ 1 ,

o together wtth the modif‘ied phase fonn the transttion from classtc Thu]el

' '.the d’istrtbut‘lon and activities of the historic Inuit thfs vidence is L _’

( f"-occurred on]y at - the coast and t}lr the most part in the sunmer sgaso“ a0

No archaeo]og1ca1 materta'l known from the weSt coast of Hudson ) ; o
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S v«pers with few recognizab]e tooi categbries and no bone artefacts.: The

. -Bay south of Rebul se Bay,and the barren grounds to the west can be

T ionger than a singie season (Harp 1961 Gordon n.d. ) Aiong the reaches‘ L

= ~,architectura] sty'les rather than artefactua'l evidence The Thuie assem- )

e

.- ._on the basisefa tent ring typology, with heaVy stone rilngs being thought o
: | '[‘,'to beiong to the Thuie period and the iighter rings to beiong to a iater ,
’ ‘v'historic Inuit period Suoh a typoiogy mth be considered unreTiab'ie, '

: 'say the ieast., o _-' o v ';‘ SN S '

-:38,.-”

S
‘

ascri bed to the garly or ciassic Thule period ‘We ‘may probabiy assume Y

' that this area Was not occupied b_y eariy Thuie peopﬁ:,

. Modified Thu'le (A o 1200-1610) o
There is some evidence to 1ndicate a Thu'le occupation of the in- e
“terior but since Very fewtartefacts have been recovered frotn the sites, ) ' j
it is impossib'le to determine whether occupation wds during the modified
‘ phase or the historic phase or whether it spanned the entire Thuie period

' The 'Iatter possibifity is the most eriy This' occupation was probab]y '

on a seasonal basis although in some casels settiement may have conti. nued -

of the 1ower and middle The'ion River are severai former campsi tes that
' have been related to Thu‘le and iater historic Inuit occupations Cibid ‘B o

' Disti netd on betweerv these two occupations has been made on the ba.Hs of ’

g T
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- blages. from Sites BL-s, cu, SL-9 j evm SL-2(: and SL 4 (Harp 1961) ﬂand
from LbLa 13 (Gordon n d. ) consist of quartzite ﬂakes. Spaﬂs and chop- -

r

iack of diagnostic materiai required that sites be designated cuiturai'iy;"' h

e
Seven semi-gsubterranean house ruins were discovered at site Lbl.a-la

‘ fin the Baker Lake area Preiiminary testing showed that the. houses were
' :ﬂ‘aH roughly round in pian with r’ear sleeping platforms. except f'or house |
4 which was ovai to rectangu'lar in plan and had side piatfonhs. Oniy ’i

i y E‘%ﬂ‘mﬁw *"fﬁﬁﬁfﬂ"‘a‘@{v&ﬁg%: ¥§211101';:de 2 iy L‘HH';::%%&;"?“: -
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-39 .
flaked guartzite material was recovered in the test excavations. Accord---"
ing to Gordon the presence of a. brass plate associated withqthe stone l '

. chips suggests that at least one house had both prehistoric and historic :
occupations. Gordon has also proposed that the size and pennanency of
o the houses indicated that they were used in winter. Although 'no bOne
arefuse or hunting tools were recovered, he suggests ‘that caribou hunting
and fishing were the main eJonom1c activities at the site. These house .
' ruins appear to be similar to" the ones excavated at the Meliadine-l site.
the suggestion:might be made that the Baker Lake structures were g_g___
used only in early winter. ' T Bl s
| Harp (1961) has tentatiVely dated the Thule occupation of the -
Thelon River area at A:D. 1200-1400 Gordon (n.d ) has suggested a date
of A. D 1200 1600 which is kOincident with the modified Thule phase as | L
) defined by McCartney 01971) The paucity of artefacts from this site : :':.,1 o {

o hinders anL attempt at 8 more precise tenporal placEment. ;'3: '. .

o ' There has been no systematic archaeological work, other than that

. - ”;-fu;ﬁ in the Rankin Inlet area done along the coast between Chesterfield Inlet

| ' ‘f:i and. Churchill Manitoba.' The presence of Thule period sites along the ,"f

coast between Repulse Bay and Eskimo Point has been known since the Fifth | A

S R I TR

'-, Thule Expedition (MathiasSen 1927a3 { Recently, McCartney has exoavated
semi-subterranean house ruins at some of the more northern sites (McCartney
1971). Radio-carbon dates from Igluligardjuk at the settlement of -f,’;.“f
Chesterfield Inlet, and from SHundut-and Kamaryik, north- of Chesterfield /

LB AT s g e

Tnlet, place the Thule accupatfon of these houses at'.c. A:D, 1200, The .. 4

s excavations have reveaied the potential of Thule sites along the west o ‘.' ."
coast of Hudson Bay, and a good deal of evidence pertaining to ‘the begin- .{15;?:»:.%

,' ning of the modified Thule phase (A D. 1200-1610) including the abandon- L A
ment of whale bone architecture at this time. Some of this-evidence will fttiﬁ:~ -
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' be referred to in the discussion of. the MeHadine- site. '. S f

’ 1( Coastal sites of this phase ore characterist'lcal'ly found on 1slands

or on promontories Jutting out from the. ma1n1and apparent]y because

' these locations gwe easy access to m#rine hunting grounds (McCartnEy

a 1971) WhaHng had decHned by A, D. 1200 as is 1mp11ed by t!he 'lack of

wi nter whale bone houses. and 1nstead there wds a’ great‘er reHance on
smaﬂer sea-mamnals and cari}bou. In fact, 1t 1s probab'le that these

Thu1e people hada seasona] round quite s1m11ar to that of the Aivﬂingmiut

and coastal Qaernermiut of the historic period Ninter was erly spent

" on the 1ce 1iv1ng in snow htmses. mauH tu (breathing hole} seaHng

being the main. activity, some watl rus hunting was a]so done. Spring
brought a r'eturn to the coast and when the weather became too warm for '
snow houses but stﬂ] too oo]d for tents the Thule peop1e moved 1nto .
g_g___q structures with heavy stone ‘and turf foundat'lons and skin roofs.

‘This was the season “for u uttug seaHr‘g (hunting bask1ng seals) Musk-

3

o when sled trave'! was stﬂl possibTe the peop'le made wood fetch'lng and

hunting forays to the ’ntermr atong the Iower and middle The1on River or
southward to the Churchfﬂ area, “In the summer. open water hunt‘[ng of N
sea!s and walrus was carried ou from umiat or kayaks. . Skin tents were | N
Hved 1n at th1s t1me of the yej The car1bou m‘Igrat‘ions attracted the " .
Thule people to the 1nterior 1n the faHr They Hvdd 1'n skin tents at )
conoentrated sett'l ements and the presence of g_g_n_l__g_ foundat1ons at one

Baker Lake. si te may 1nd1cate a 1ong seasonal occupation for several years.

from fall to early - winter before retLrning to the ooast to exp'loit sea-- R

mamna1 resources. Gatheri ng at we‘lrs for the autumn char run . was probab'ly

an 1mportant event of the seasona] ro{md 1n the modified Thule phase,

_ extending into 1ate autumn. People may then have moved back to the “1 - . /

Cowlt

}

i, et g

oxen and ptarm‘lgan may a'lso have lJeen huntedsl Perhaps during this season, o " l :

R



P )

;'i" condittons rmitted habitation of snow houses on the sea ice in prepara-

tion for mayl] tu seaiiﬁg.-

5 _Hist ric .Thu'ie '(A.o. 1,610-1775)__-1 EEE z

Mos of the avaiiabie information about the Thuie culture in the '

'Caribou Es‘imo area, especiaiiy the eariy historic phase comes from- ':..".. ;' .
Rankin In] t (Linnamae and Clark n.d. ) An extensive survey of the area B
.‘was undert ken in 1973 and in’ the foiiowi fieid season work was con- -
) tinued in he form of excavations at an earhy historic Thuie site located
' zon the Meiiadine River. The survey showed that the transitionai Thuie o E %g
'chuiture a d the more recent Caribou Eskimo cuiture are substantiaily | -

- represen. d in- this area. Severa] tent ring sites,and two sites with

,semi subt rranean house ruins were found Excavations at one’ of the : "L

’,.iatter si es gave some insight into the nature of the subsistence
P

. economy. wei]ing construction and materiai culture of the transitionai t-_ IL L

ST AR R e e

i:;_Thuie peo ie. A report ?n the excavation of this site foiiows. -

Ry s S A L X

Meiia ine-l site (Kme 3) - Site Des&ription

SR IhL Meiiadine River fiowS*into Rankin Iniet north of Kudiuiik

) Peninsuia. This area is typicai of the 1nner‘coastai piain of‘the B
'Hudson Bay west coast iowiands (Robinson 1968) It is a pooriy drained
’regionmwi‘h the. fiatneSs of ther andscape broken by giaciai deposition

"3.features luch -as1 1inear eskers.' An esker foilows the southeriy side. of - ff.w

'..'thefMeiia:ine River and as one waiks along the sandy esker toJ one .

- . '.‘ .
B (R AL B R e T

notices“. ny. smaii lakes and ponds scattered in the iow-iying piatns be- N
... tween the three.main streams of the Rankin Iniet area. In iate spring
.",,j“--i(mmdle to| end oi" June), the Meiiadine 1s at its fuiiest in depth ad

e gl i
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et



- width but as the 1cf s]ow]y disappears therater Ieve] drops dramatjca11y

- drainage cracks : n some cases the lower 1ying area (depressions, :_:

;‘31ar1y the yel]ow ground lichen and a b]ack ”hairy” ground lichen growing

Y S

- and leaves a wide, dry. channel on either side of the stream

The Me]iad1ne-1 site 1s 1ocated 3 km from the r1ver mouth The
site is at an, e1evatidn of between 17-25 m. asl It 1s a lJrge s1te j‘
; and- extends approx1mate1y 4 km along the rlver edge and Pack along the

isouth bank of what was probab1y an old channe] of the riVer. At this

" location there is a'nick point 1 the river whene 2 majonfohahge in .

gradient and a. constrict1on of the river occurs Rapids*are formed here,n
' above them there 1s wide quiet water. ahd below are broad graveT baJL -and :"
'sha]‘low rushing water. o , ‘ PR
. ‘ The tent rings, caches traps and other surficia} structures are

most y’located on and around a broken ridge on the f?ats at the edge of |

the river Just be]ow the rapids. A rocky, dry channe’ separates this

A broken ridge from the ast-factng s1ope of a sandy esker on which a row

of five house depressions are situated (fig. 24, 3% This grassy's1ope 1s '

g quite gentle and somewhat so]iflucted resu1t1ng An’ s1umped areas and .

' "drainage cracks or frost cracks) are fi]led with water. There are some

“ pocks of varying sizes found on the top and sIopes of the esker.

“There is a rather luxuriant growth of vegetation here with the _,,.. )

'; exception of the dry r1ver chbnnels., Some of the more common p]ants are'

: ,'avens (Dryas 1ntegr1foiia), arctic poppy (Papaver nuducau1e) Rhododendron

“ s _Q,, arctic bTueberry (Vaccinium a]pinum 11g1 sum). crowberry (Em ge-

,:ltrum 1gr J bear berry (Arctostaphy]os a]pjna). willow (Sa11x arctica).

_,and b1rch (Betula ana) Several grasses a1so grbw 1n the area such as'f

. j'Dupontia fisheri var. psilosantha Agropyron latigulume, Fastuca baffinensis, s"l

“and Alopecurus a1p1nus. Mosses and Iichens predomihate4 however, particu-

. l -
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sem1 subterranean hLuse ruins. Five circu]ar depression9 are situ-; '

ated 1n a row on the east—facing *slope of the esker (figsaﬂ) Severa1 )

i
©of the rocks which fbrmer1y made up the walls of« these dwellings have | ;
/

fa]]en 1nto the depressjoﬁs since the1r abandennent and have subsequent]yl

- 7
< been overgronn bya dense moss turf Tayer and lichen cover. - The entrance | . .
' L

- passages afre disCernabIe for a11 except House 1, appearing as. trenches E e

goiﬁ//dowmslope from’the ma1+ chamber. The view Iook1ng out from the en-.

K,¥’” trances is. of///e open dnlet and the river. mout:‘g“hé dimensions of the ]
m I3 .

degres!ions are. House 1,’5 m x7 m, House 2 X 5 5 m, House 3..<

-4 m X 5.m; House 4- 5 m x 7 m House 5 5 m x 5'm} {It seems prpbable

that House 5 was not the.same type of dWe1}1ng as the other foun anike T

. the others, there are no. large rocks in the»depressfon Surrounding

the h 11ow' s a low rldge of gravel the entrance is sugges{ed by a-
.bre k-of 1,4 N 1n width.in thisAridge. The ridge may be the f*]] from

'sem1-subterrahea house during the f1e1d season, 1t m1ght be simi]ar to.

. the hol}owsffound‘on Smith Island that have been described by Mannihg

: f(1951) Mann1ng o ters the hypothesis that tnese ho]1ons are. dotawinter'
. house remains but a e homgiogous with. strong tent Jings and have never =

B had more than low gr ve1 walls upon which skin ten&igwere erected 1n
e spring and fa]] as we11) During the fie1d

.

© sumer (or perhaps 1

. however?easaninf°xf am unts of bone rerSe were recovered from tests made

“rin, this holl fhe hﬂ thesis becomes SuSpect. Present]y, Manning s

"7fj,was undertaken and u11 ,be,?escribed 1n greater detail be]ow. "f- : f’

tA

- d ggfng out;th 1nter10r depress1on. AlthOugh this ruin was cal]ed ar L

. :‘season, the?buthor ha proposed that this ruin was formerly a storehouse, :é'.h'ﬂ
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‘tent rings, There are 89 slngle and 15 “b1lobate" tent r1ng

structures at the site Although detalled descriptions are not yet B

avallable for these §tructures, prel1m1nary exam1nation of them leads.

' the author to pr0pose that the rings represent occupatlcn by Thule and S
© historic Caribou Eskimo groups.

sPresently, we’ cannot adequately separate

the- slngle tent rlngs 1nto types belonging to eﬁther one group or the

other. Posstbly, in some cases, some sort of relative datlng could be

- attempted on the basls of lichén cover or depth of the . stones. Perhaps .

the size. and shape of rocks.and the manner 1n which they have ‘been: used
in constructlon (on the slde, on end ete, ) the presence or absence

-of a hearth feature and style of hearth could be used 2 crtteria to

'form tent r1ng typolog1es. However there has not yet been enough data

collected to do such a typology.

Perhaps more l1ght can be shed ‘on ‘the chronological pbsltjon of
the so-called "bllobate" tent rings at Melladine L.

range “in size roughly/from 3m x 5 m to 4 2 m X6 m. They are oval in

shape and have . a llne of boulders across the centre of the, short axis

‘ which prpbably delineates the sleeplng platform. McGhee (1972 67) has
defined the Intermedlate Interval 1n the Copper Esklmo area (that 15,

between the Thule and historic pertods or A D. 1600 1771) asczb..the

o erlod of tlme during which structures of the qarmat type and heavy tent
B rings with stone platform edge were built and ocCupled Several

structures are almost 1dent1cal to the “type . 1llustrated by McGhee (ibld; j:

66) Perhaps. these structures at Me]ladlne-l can be 1dent1f1ed as .

belong1ng to an Intermed1ate Interval 1n the Cpr1bou Esk1mo area~and

- posslbly extendlng Arto the Histortc Period ‘One of these structures _n'
T was. tested in 1973, The 1qent1f1able bone refuse was that of- caribou

Artefacts consisted of p1eCes of wood a fragment of 1ron, an 1ron

i

. . - . . - B .
L - . e . - k]
D e . e e .

These structures, f -
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«.-shape being 30

“spring Tike“ articie and a fragmented Kaolin pipe bowT with the initiaTs
TD engraved on it. - AN these artefacts wouid teqd to piate the tent ring

) within the Historic Period

caches and traps In many cases ’ho distinction couid be maqg

"bet§Een caches and coTTapsed traps. One good exampie of what the caches

40 cm at. the top and’ only siightiy broader at the bot-

‘tom. The box was 70 cm ‘deep and the exterior rock,piie which covered/

it was abdut 2 m in diameter. These structures were—found all oveq the

4

. site,. occasionaliy inside tent rings..

' "
<

huriais. There are four buriaTs at this site One was a badTy

'destroyed buriai crypt of a Tong. narrow box type which was more*or less

' diamond-shaped A Targe, fiat broken slab pro abTy the cover. was ;"~ -

" found Tying ‘near: one end The other§ were ‘more ovate stone graves with

, f(fig? Zb) On the surface, . the house has seen as a roundedadepression
'frl 25 - 1, 5 m deep. The presumed pTatform area was higher and made up o

.-55waTTs of. the structure had coiTapsed into the depress

»I- lpﬂSSﬂgE-

a singie rock wa11 made ‘of ‘flattish rocks Set,on end These ‘were also

.'covered by piies of rocks.: The buriais were’ aTT situated fairiy cioseiy
"'to each’ other on the ridge by- the river edge. ‘No skeietai remains were

o recovered These graves resedbie typicai Thule "stone-box" buriais.

’ ' I '."']' 4 ’ T b : e P l':
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2. Excavations»,

sl T

N

; , House 1 was tested in the summer of 1973 and excavated in 1974 S

\ .
siightiy over haif the area of the hoTTow. Large rocT }that made up the

on~and the entrante

These rocks - had subsequentiy been covered by a. dense moss-turf

LY
,

" were 1ike is\:h:m:::Towing ,the inside storage box was almost quare in Lol

~

-
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; "i ','ftogether wefe about 24 om- thick 3) an intermittent stratum of matted

. . ' '_ ',.. ] ’ : .’ R - { .,
layer and-a.few low willow bushes. A few rocks showed above this near
. the dogf and passage and at the edge of the sleeping platform Dwarf

ﬁ.i ' uillows ahd some grasses were growing along the edge pf the depression

- at the front_wall,

' r 5 < “The. 1973 test was done in the SE quadrant in front of , a cupboard

- 2}
,.,1n the wall. The area was excavated down to. the first floor level and ‘a

.few artefacts ﬂncluding a wooden drum handle, a fragment of}a drum rim, -"- -

1

v'tlwood fragments quartzite detritus and flakes were recovered
| The 1974 excavation proceeded according/to the following metho—
,dology The house was divided into quadrants with the two axes inter- o
hsecting at approximately the middle of | tre structure and ‘aligned 50 that

* . one: axis corresponded %0 the edge of the sleeping platform (about N45°E)

" The moss-turf was stripped from the surfdce and all the rocks exposed ;;2* [

o
i

PhotOgraphs were taken and planviews drawn according to normal procedure. :
‘.The rocks were. discarded after tppir position had been recorded Bone -
_”refuse and artefactual material was separated by relation to flooring
"levels that is on top of the last level between ‘the two levels or ‘f '

' .below the last level, Material from the sleeping platform area was kept f:?

'separate. Horizontal provenience das also recorded

' 'Stratigrap' hy
- Figure’siillustrates'the stratigraphic profile”of‘HOuse 1. 'dver"

'which also covered most of the collapsed rocks - 2) a fill stratum comr

posed of sandyﬁoam with lenses of- dark organic soil 3 those two horizcms

| and badly rotted organic material 1 --10 mm thlck likely the remains L

‘h‘of a moss-heather mattress which once covered the platfonm, 4) ‘a sterile :

s e g R ERN Te d e

: hthe sleeping platform there were four horizons' 1) a moss- turf stratum:: L

o,

o 3 mmadhs






B the passageway and Htt]e about its construction. The walls were made

"'-le-;‘ioor N ,'

. T, , . . : VPR "' oo ",

' horizon of f'Ine clay marking the hrigina] surface. The strat‘lgraphy
~ over the floor area 1s the same: except that the thireehorizort mentionedf
, ".'above{ is. m1ssing and in 1ts stead there are two Tevels of flagstone

: ﬂoor ng. - The artefacts and bone refuse came. mostT_y from the fﬂT stratum I -

. and betweer‘ the ﬂagstones of the doub'le floor TeveTs. Horizontal d1s-
tribu,twn was noted to have been mostT_y at the edge of the sTeeping C

: pTatform and along the» south and east walls, §ee Table 2 for: artf.-facts '
_ { o
be]ong1ng to House 1. . REE T o L

Entrance Passage SRR - f T

The antrance passage was badly co]lapsed ‘n'fact’-"a structureiess'

pﬂe of boulders and slabs. Nothing can be satd a‘bout the dimens1ons of

. of stone., The roof may also:have been constructed from sTabs but not
"many were found 'ln that area._. The 1nter1or eptrance to the passage was
' outHned' by-a. p111ar and four Hnte'l ;stones, the Tower one having faTTen
into the’ base of the pi‘l'lar. _=»If this area were. reconstructed the wa1'ls
S would be surprisingiy high. about 80 cm abo\ce the doorway. Presence of -
Ia co]d trap feature 1s 1ndetermtnab'le sinc; the area is Sti'lT ‘covered by

" faﬂen rock. The Targe passage rock which 1s usuaﬂy situated at. th

T

. i .. = _...' D ] .
D g S, S NSRRGSR p AR

terminus of the entrance passage was not found

N . . , e . ' et T o Lo
P . -~ . . . cL. . Lt N PR M

) . " \~ . ~ '. . . [ 4 '

) The f]oor of - the str‘:cture between the doorway and the sleeping
- pTatform was covered by th1n f'l agstones which were farefu’lly f’tted
L together and Iying flat’ except for frost heaving 1n the NE quadrant

', The area 1med1ate1y ,1n front of the s'leep'lng platform has two layers of’

f]ags as‘ d1d the area by the front and side waﬂs of the SE quadrant. . A' o
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We concluded that thls s'lgnlfied two floors and that the house was likely

"reoccupled at least once

/ ! Slegilng 'Platform B | I/ o
‘ o I N " The sleep'lng platform made up Just over half of the total 1n51de
v | area °f the. hOUSe (3 m x L. 75 m or 5. 25 m2) Th floor area had been T
o " dug deeper than. this back section 50 that the platform was raised about

20-25 cm above the floor surface. There were no flagstones found on ‘the

' sleeping platform but only, as’ mentioned above. the’ remains of a plant

" mattress placed over’ the or g'lnal clay 5urface

- L . g The front edge of the p]atform Was bordered by Uprlght vertical
Ty ' |
slabs and a cupboard had been bullt 1nto thls edge in the SW quadrant.,

'Thls feature may also connect tod stone-llned storage box built 1nto
" the floor of the- sleeping platform. . Th‘ls box structure contalned a. few-

:bones (non-human) and a tooth and was fll;led with gravel.

- L. . . PN \ L
. .
. . ' - . . S .
’ ] . P : . )
. “ Lo . . . Ty
' - . . . . . T
‘ v : . oL . . . . ' ! -
i . 7 . . . - ' P ' .. A
- o . ¥ . ) ' . . .o '

Walls - °% /" 7 : ’ Co

-

- C The walls were presumabl y constrUcted from stones and turf For
;';;; p L 'the most part, the wall rocks had tumbled down from thelr orlglnal posttlon.A '
N ks . - 'Several of those that f‘ormed the base- of the wall were stfll in: tact. EE / Y
. ; h These were fairly thick rounded rocks that had been la‘ld horlzhntally | L
e G | 'V,in lay;rS at this front section of the house. The back wall Was very dis- :'
';_.'1 ( X ".‘turbed with only two bottom slabs set 1n a vertlc:al pOsition, stlll .
;standing. Some horlZontal slabs above this were stﬂl m place but’ the ¢

; obVlous large s'labs that Were once a part of the wall had collapsed

PR

, ~'_-i""t° the platfom area.- l'hree large {50~ 60 cm) vertlcal, elongated
e ': sduared-off roeks: whléh are presumed to be pillars were s'ltuated roughl y:
B ;‘ln a l'lne~ one placed at the wall 1n the NE quadrant dne at the edge of‘ B '.._
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: the sieeping pi atform near the middle of the house and .one at “the side
wall at the edge of the s'ieeping piatform in the' SN quadrant. It may be -
“ that these functioned as the bases for some type of’ Jupports. ' .,
. ," . ) ’

3

No whaiebone or- wooden rafters were found in association yith this

. P - Roof -

‘house 50 vehave ne evidence to support suggestiqns as. to the nature of
. the superstructure. Likewise there is no stratigraphic eVidence for.a ', o
’ N turf roof which wouid have tumb'led into the depression. It may be that
. a 1ess substantia] roof of skins covered the dweliing The use of a skin -
- tent.roof was common n*the construction ) Putumn habltations or ggg_nia_q_
B .structures which. although not usuaily/ j« subterranean. in many cases
had substantiai Stone foundations. N . o
_ McCartney (1971 323 25) has outiined the generai characteristios .
’ that typify Thule Esldmo constructions aiong the northwest coast of Hud- .
‘ son Bay., His anaiysis is based on archaeoiogicai investigation under- s
’ ' ’l‘-_"; taken at eight sites in the Chesterfie'ld Iniet&wager Bay area. Th‘ ‘
fo "”’jreader is. referred to this detcription. On the basis bf the House 1 .
o 'excavation we can: hypothesize that the Thuie Eskimo construction tet:h- -
niques aiong the west coast of Hudson Bay are simiiar to those of - the ; )
I . .northwest coast as described by McCartney. Some of these characteristics, |
o as revea]ed by the excavation of House 1 can be mentioned here also:
SR a) stones were never a'ltered to i"it together, "fitting of stones
’ | ' together An any pattern was a triai and error procedure“ (ibid..323) A o ‘
' - ‘ ~Sma11 stones and gravei were used to hoid large rocks in place and to : : { i
R Iichtnk the ‘gaps between the ‘larger rocks; ‘ A . B T '
| b) "Balancing of stones was i;he primary device of buﬂding" (ibid ) l B

In House 1 at Meiiadine-l no whalebone or wood rafters buttresses or R

T, w

B
y3imay) I‘R,/JQ? ’e:r i" )}3"[}‘%\"“‘“ o

l:'i."_
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C)

(1b‘ld :324). 0oL

d) " tones laid 1n tabular &ourses rather than on edge are also ,

conmon 1n mu!tiple-stone structures. If those are relat1 ve1y flat and ‘

~

angular, the tones lform t1ght. neatly fitzt1ng layers. But 1f the sfones ' 4=
| / are subangu]a to rounded 1t is more d1ff1cu1t to erect tight cours& B

and the waH 1ght appear as a somewhat jumbled pile of stones" (1b1d ).

- The 1atter wa the case with House 1.
. : e) use of suspended flat rocks. 1n this 3cl:ase, those used as
" door intelss ' '

.' f) f‘la stones used as floorfngds a popu?ar coh’struétdon -'tec'hn'lqu'e J

',forxh (ibid 325 but probab1y were: not used 1n House 1
-,)’ ) ) | ,7: : L . The sourc of the buﬂding materia] for these structures must ' ) ' [ .
. o have been the bo Iders and rocks from the r1ver f]ats as there are no |
large outcrops o'. bedrock on the esker top As the houses are located
_ on the grassy slopes - of the esker these. heavy rocks were hau1ed. somehow,'--' ‘,
from the. river 1 ts up.to the bui1d1ng s1te. no easy chore. ' ‘/

g .
When these 1ve dweHing rema1ns were first examined we decided L e

' that they wereform rly substant1a1 semL subterranean winter dwleﬂings
- with wa‘lls and roof buﬂt of stones an turf However, th1s 1nVest1gator_ :
has -since changed h ar 0p1n1on. As previously stated, no whalebone or‘ " “
wooden rafters or other K1 nds -of roof supports were ret:0vered from, the
excavation of House 1, Neither did ve. f'ind a lot of f'lajt rockslabs )
wh1ch may have been u kd as substant1al roofing mater1a1 » nor strati— C |
—'.graphic evidence for a co‘l]apsed turf roof. ' [It m1ght be suggested, )

. .:.'-.";therefore. that these we'lHngs were gg_gn_a_g structures. _ i.o/ng: wopden
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wadad

have been used to support a sk1n rqpf. e

’ cance..l

pol es, subsequently carr‘led off by. the inhabi tants for. future use, cou]d

The gagmat buﬂt by h15tor1c Eskﬂnos in’ the centra'l arcticfr’a

: (Boas 1964, Mathiassen 1927 McCartney 1971 McGhee 1972) “The structures

'found at Mel1ad1ne 1 would appear to be mod1f1ed wha1e-bone or stone turf

houses, which are st1H being. dug into the ground roofed with skin- tents

' __—An alternate suggestion 1s that 1s these 1ater Thu]e peop]e did no dig
-_out the foundation themﬁelves then they werF r‘e-occupying an, o'Ider Thule .
semi- subterranean winter house,’ roofing 1t with s[kins (McCartney 1971)

It wou'ld seem that th‘ls type of structure may have deve]oped 1nto historic

- Eskimo. stone gagmag, which was not. dug 1nto the ground L f »

McCartney also ment1ons the- problem that H’ gagmat were buﬂt 1n

. ap older Thule house depression, 1t would be d1ff1cu1t to dist1ngu1sh

betWeen primary house artefacts and secondary g qma g artefacts ' Thei . ‘

earHer Thu]e and a transitional Thu1e) In fact. ‘the assemb1age supports

a transitioneﬂ Thule per1od occupation. Perhaps th1 s T]SO supports the

E «speculation that these peop'le dug out the foundations tor their g_g_g;_n_a_t
. House'S fs not fficluded in the above d1scussion. It was -previou 1y |

'stated that . House 5 was 11ke'|y homo'logous with a strong'tent r1ng having :
- ,.-:low grave'l WaHs Lo hold down the tent. Skins. - -/ '

House 2. was al so tested On'l_y the top Iayer of sod and f'i'n from

& small area of the 1nter10r direct‘ly in front of the entrance was

."removed. This excavation was too brief to produce anythmg of s1gn1f1- o

. ] ‘

R N &

are surf1c1a1 features \rith strong foundat1ons but are not semf-—subterranean

-
I

*

MeHadine-l assemblage does not suggest a two component si te (that 15, . .




IR o '_ Excavations outside dvleilinq structures kR

oo

. - o ' S Test excavations were made outside of the dweHing structures
in what Was assumed to be the mtdden area of each house Middens were

' ) formed by an accumulation of bone reituse from mea‘ls brokez toois and

_ utensi]s and other waste materia‘l and }rejectage which had eén swept up -
’ off the 1nterior house fioor and tossed ‘out the entrance passage. The

- association of a midden to a particular hous€-was made on the assumptionl SR

L o o . that the garbage direct'ly in front of an entrance passage be‘longed to that L
"'.house We were. interested in recoveri ng an artefact sampie from the . \

k -rmddens(and “also in attempting to defi ne: the perimeter of the midden area’

fr el

i SR \for each house: . B '.' "‘“ oL : /
: ) o .\\. Since the mi dens weré not raised above the surface, the test

<trenches were pl aced rather arbitrarii y but favoured the proximity of

Y

the entrance passages The excavation units were laid out along a north-

. »
e dnt e & g ity o bt A

south axis downs]ope from the dweiling remains (fig. 4) Excavation was L
carried out in arbitrary 1evels of 3 - 5 cm smce there was oniy one - '

" 'hmrizon in which refuse ma‘teri‘ai and artefacts were found S I

S 1S ’S'tr'atidra'ph_y e ~ B

‘_" S A. '. . House 1- (fig. 7) 1s an example of ‘the genera1 stratigraphy found ]
f | | -:in aii the middLn areas- 1) there is a moss turf iayer dn top,. of
_ ':variabie thickness. The thickness seems to vary with ‘the amoun't‘ of
= K ) . . organic refuse (that is bone. etc.) found in the underlying stratum
' f L : and consequentiy with the distance frnm the end of the entrance passage;
- , .2) next is a black sandy layer which is the cultural horizcn. The ' .
K r*.. o .',bottom of this stratum exhibits solif'luction fo‘lding, fid finaﬂy 3) a*-.' . ! ‘

g steriie gray-green clay, she'li and gravei horizon. Test trench 1 which .
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at 15 c beiow surfaCe. . .':" R

-89 - s

.-1s Tocated furthest away from the entrance was dug to a depth of 30 - 34
) cm. whereas test trencp 3 which was 1n closest proximity to the entrance

- was dug to a depth of 45 - 50 cm. Veins of‘permafrost‘were encountered

.
i

’ 3:? . House 2.- Stratigraphy is simiiar td that. described above. The

o . as that from House 3. The deposit was 26 < 33 cm'deep, being sha110wer

srde the passage was excavated to a depth of : 70 cm.. T 'f{ ot

/)‘

H%pse 3 - Trench 4 was’ the‘test area 1ocated ciosest to the house e

"rof the deposit was. marked by a horiion of courSe ye]iow sand and grave1
'”with poCkets of the marine clay and shell dephsit - :'hl .

Hquse 4 - Stratigraphy of- the test trenches is generally'the same.

T at the/south side of the trench which may indicate the outér edge bf

the/hidden. Permafrost was encOuntered at 17 cm in the Nw quadrant of

of the house. Very littie wa's found in the Way of artefacts or bohe

refuse and the deposit extended on]y to a depth of 15 - 17 cm.' Test
';trench 3 had the deepest deposit for this house.e37 - 44 cm..;' e

House 5 - House(S was not tested extensively. Test trench 1 showed L

"'}that the deposit was sha1ioy,bnly 13 cm. The other test trenches were

"?,(House 2 for example) were occupied~longer or used more intensively than

3 ! . . v

"fsteriie. oA '4 o 4-,‘. jﬂ.- .

From the thickness of the midden deposits at Meiiadine-l it can

:be concluded that these dweiiings were occupied over several years rather
. than just one or two, Except for House 5, the: deposits approach and : { '
| sometimes exceed haif 2 metre in- thickness (House 2) From the 1im1ted

‘excavation that has been done we can suggest that some of the houses S

*

° -

‘entrance passage. and the midden deposit here was 48 cm deep The bottom :

' midden[deposit is thicker for this house. "One. test trench 1ocated out-] o

’a

;-:.

t:the trench Test trench 2 was placed about 6 m away. from the entrance i.t )

)
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;&L - “others. It is doubtful that Housg/@ was occupied more "hah once, and
- ' then not extensiVeTy ~-f . B ‘
3

‘ The midden deposits were thickest just outside’ the entrance pas- o
© sage and decreased in thickness reTative to the distance away from the '
TI: 3% ,.I.I o " house " Test excavations more than about 5 or- 6 m away from the house

t | : _ / were f0und in most cases ‘to be. unrewarding It seens that the house L
i 3;;1' ) : \"'f:. garbage was handily dumped inmehiately outside the passage, to either o

;;%j- L 1 sidi and in frdnt of it, rather thanvheartiTy tossed down t?e sTope. ‘v
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. The functionaT categories in the foTTowing description folTow con=

foo 7;;ﬁ ventionaT usage. - - :_ S - ~':"‘,

ST

CE A) SEA HUNTING EQUIPMENT L
af o SeaHng Harpoon H?ﬁds 2 Spec,ﬁ‘i.&- L

’ ) Co 4
.

- ", _ There are two types of seaiing harpoon heads represented in this |
. ooiiection, One specimen is a variant of the ThuTe 2 type (plate 1a)
Its iength is 164 mm and At is made from antler, the dorsaT surface being

- e . fTam and cance]lous and the ventral surface rounded and corticai This

S R Lo
N R ' spegimen~4s se1f~bladed (b]ade perpendhcular to TinehOTe) with two L ,_'
f; . "‘.“? asymmetricaTTy-opposed barbs and an open rectanguiar socket. Tﬁ Jine-.

e 'ht5~f;£ﬂ‘ ) RN hole 1s driTTed On the dorsal surface there are two opposed pairs of
Zviﬁ;: ?J”ju' ;‘= Tashing grooves and one pair consisting of one hoTe and one groove but
-ftrf SR . ', it couldunot ‘be determined whether these’ Tashing grooves used to be holesm';‘
| ‘}:J The butt end is cut ohTiqueTy and has a Teft TateraT spur., The otber '
3 R ’it“‘h Specimen,;made of antier seems to begadyariant of the Thule 3 type . °
CANS (plateé:1b). " It 5 broker at the'dri1ied Hne. ho'le. Thewe Y5 2 rivet': [
e hole at right angles to the biade wfth part of an ivory riuet'present.. -;.'iiiiﬂh
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. date stde b1ades -as weT?ﬁas an end bTade... he sTotais thin and 11ke1y

e - [ P L Y P ’ B ' e et

.'. .o "

The Specfmen bu]ges out at e1ther side near the base of the bTade sTot
then narrows down considerabTy towards the ba;e and is carved véry cTOse
to the socket {the socket is 7 mm wide and the neck. of the harpoon head
at that point 15 on]y 10 mm w1de There are no Tash1ng grooyes ar holes

apparent but the base is missing and there may haVe been lashing hoTes.

LY . \_ . - v . o
“ . . . . N

- N <
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'B) LAND HUNTING EQUIPMENT R j, e
h Lance Heads 1 specimen (pTate 1c) l’;/ . 1: f'_ .

g

This Specimen is-a fixed Tance head 98 mm Rl Tength and made of

o |
antTer. The t1p is s]otted w1th the s]ot extending down both lateraT
edges to within 10.5 mm of. the shoulder of the tang. perabTy*fb accommo-

her metaT blades The blade slot: 1s at right angTés to the Tine hoTe T
. and there 15 awrivet ho]e near the top. One dr111ed 1ash1ng hole 15 :‘
located on the body just above the tang and there 1s one smaTTer Tashing
hoTe on ‘the” body'to the shouider\~¢1;e tang has a trianguloid cross- -i

section and cut,. roughened surfates for’ Tashing e ".,- L e
Arrowheads 13 specimensf -'.I'.é o . Y,

The arrowheads 1n this coTTection have been d1v1ded 1nto two : .

3 o I types based on the tang style' c0n1ca1 tang and ob11que cut tang

""Thqbdistal end is broken but 1t seems un]ike]y that tﬁe arrowhead was

-

’

onical tangs. (plate 1 h f) 3 antTer Specimens.. One specimen -._
has two asymmetr1ca1 spurs on the tang and a flat. paralle] sided blade.~:

Ibarbed Thexbest preserved and most comp]ete spec1men (155 mm n Tength)

as found in the House 1 structure and has one ppur on* the tang. ‘The

lanceolate bTade has two asymmetric barbs and a, med1a1 ridge along one :. '
- Surfade ipov\the barbSe The cross-sect‘lon of the blade below the barbs

-

T
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s, Londtal ~There-1s'a'cﬁt'mark or, groove‘Jnst above'the shorter and
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higher barh which- may be arf owner! s mark The sk111 and care 1nvo1ved

1n “the manufacture of this arrowhead p]us the possfb1e presence of an’ ~

o

- owner's mark 1s notab]e. The rema1n1ng specimen has- no sphrs on the

)

tang and the cross sect1on of the b]ade 1s conical i The distal end of f -

; this specimen has been br‘ten and 1t may have been barbed

P
. : . .
- v -
:

| db]ioue cdt'tangw.‘ (blate 1“e¥g) 7 bone/ant1er;specdmens,- Three"

specimens canbe categorized as def1n1te arrowheads. Two have flat"
lanceolate blades and the third has a para11e1—51ded blade hhich comes |
to an abrupt po1nt The1r lengths are +154 ym, . 119 Jmm, and 115 mm.
Four of these specimens are only ronsidered as: possib1e arrowheads.,‘

The1r 1engths are" 92 mm, 71 mm 62 mm, and 139 . %hey are round 1n

".;_cross sect1on two specimens ending in” a blunt point and one fn a f1at1

pointed blade. The fourth Specimen has a broken tip The tangs have "; ,

L BT

‘been roughened for hafting.

In’ addition to these. there are also three 1anceo1ate blade sect1onsb

1'w1th broken tanQSV

N ’Av

‘ B1rd Dart Side Prongs' 1 specimen (pTate ld)

,' .i ; ;, There 1s a Lingle basa1 section of a side prohg for & bird d rt ’

made of antler. The haft1ng element 1s carved onto the side of th rong
such that 1t was 1nset 1nto a- s?ot (roughly 7 nnrdeep) on. the shaft.
. The Oppos1te side has a flat 1nward slanting bed The prong 1s 10 nm

wide above the hafting e]ement..'

, o Bola Bal1 1 specimen (p1ate 6. g) o ]Q.tjf":

x.;.

‘”\a This 1s an eroded antIer.specimen egg-shaped with 8 dr111ed hole '

-
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. . ' near the constr{cted edge. o] Its Tength is 39 ™ max'Tmum w1dth is 34 mn. .
] ' ) . and thickness 1s 22 my. ‘ ' - ‘_ L o

g c)’ FI'SHING']-:QU:PMENT\

’ ,‘“.'-'Fish Barbs:' '11 specimens (‘plate_,z. a—j) o

. : : ..\.;f-". : Cooe
s S'ix of these are generaTTy er the standard Thu]e fish barb and '.‘7' N
» have a "sway-packed" or f'lattened surface nghtly indented inwards above L
a Tobe at the: top (haf ing end) of the barb. to facﬂ1tate haft1ng to t’n L co

. side prong. They are made from: antler or bone and aTT of these barbs .
. / o7 come toa very Sh?‘”P P‘”"t at’ f-h diSta] end. The Tengths °f the sPe‘ﬁ': ﬁé
' R “ 7 hens range from 77 ' to 96 nm._ ATT the barbs but one have driiled lash-

1ng hoTes, generally two, ‘one of: which 1s consistent'ly found at the

L

wi dest area on the burb two spec1mens aTso have dﬁ'lled groo}ves on the.
%

Tobe. The other barb has 2 rectangu'lar sTot, rather -than- hoTes. for

hr . Tash1ng. : Four other spec1mens have drﬂled’TasMng hoTes but no Tobes. _ ’_
' The1r Tengths range from 49 mm to 87 nm. ATT but one are made of - antTer ‘

for bone, this exception 15 a wooden barb (plate 21) These barbs aTT '

"y, .

have one edge scarfed from the area of the max'imum width to the end fof
» S JFitting to the prong. There 'Is aTso one t1p 'Fragment. with ev1dence of ,
S a drﬂled Tashing hoTe. 1n the coHect1on. N -

b

F1sh NeedTeﬂ 1 specimen (pTate 2| k) g L |
" The Hsh need]e Bmaﬂe of antler and is 144 mn Tong and 10 5 ﬂ'm C
3 wide., The dista‘l eﬁd come? to. a point and there 1s a drﬂ'led hoTe at [

nthe prox1ma1 end with a grbove for the Tine. above the hoTe on both sur- - oo !

faces. The need'!e 15 flat 1n cross sect*lon.

o
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o ..'Another handle of antler or bone 1s 1
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D) TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT . -
" Sled Shdes:_' 2 ‘s‘peé:lmens' (pla_te 4. 9 h).

Both fragments are made of whalebone The larger fragment has . -
. frlction strlatlons observable on one surface and is def1n1tely placed

' 1n this category. “ There s also’ ‘evidence of drilled lashing holes.

o The other spec*lmen ts smaller w1th remains of dr‘llled lash1ng holes ob-

' servable and has been pl aced 1n this category as a poss1ble sled shoe

on ‘the bas1s of what also appear to-be strlations on ‘one. surface,

“

) NEN'S Toos _;i S

3 Kni'fe, Handles:' 6 sp'ee_l.rnens."

: o~ ) -
There 1s one specimen of a compl ete sfde bleded knife (plate 3a)

Its length 1s 135 . and 1s made of antler or bone. The. knffe s lanceo-

 late 1n form coming to a polnt at the proxlmal end and flattened at
- the -di stal end There 1s adrllled hole for suSpensTOn at the proxlmaT .
—eend.” The handle is concave-conVex 1n cross-sect'lon. The thl\n, 1ron side .~

" blade. 1s crescentlc in shape and s, 18 5. rrm long o e

There are three complete kn1fe handles One i s made of antler .
with lateral edges that are relat'lvely parallel bl.’t which flare sllghtly
'at the dlstal end where there is a slot for the blade (plate 3c) There o

is the rema'lns of an 1ron end blade present 1n the slot The proximal
!

‘ end of the handle has been roughened zy cut marks Its length 1s 113 drn

& poorl y preserved state wfth/\e\

L proximal end be1ng broken and eroded (plate 3d) The d1stal end ,15 also e
‘[’,: 'eroded and the blade slot 1s "Pt apparent. The handle expands outwards
o v tdwards the d1stal end and there 1s a. triangu}ar hole nhere the expansion :

SRABTE T o




- beg1ns wh1ch TikeTy functionéﬂ as a Tashing hoTe It may have been a

. &

‘handle for an adze. There 1s

/

(p]ate 3e) It beTonged to a two- p1ece snow kn1fe.' It'is 154 nm Tong.

The handTe forms a un11atera1 shoulder on the bottom edge above the haft-
f::1dg section there is also a/proximaT knob on ‘the handTe. The blade had

been scarfed onto the hand]e into a bed which was made by cutting away

“' han the thickLess of the hand]e, There is one. dr111ed 1ash1ng hole on'
3 this bed and han of a drilled, hole\at the extteme distal end.

There are aTso two knife hand e fragments in this coTTection. o

_One appears to be part. of another s1de¢bladed Knife (pTate 3b)'~ It is -

15 nm wide and»S m thick ahd has the‘bottom part of - what was hikely a

'TateraT blade slot.’ The s'ecimen has rbugh Tashing marks. The other
'1s the proxima] end of a wh le bone snow knife handlk (p1ate ). - This';

above. - ‘j;:e C -'fTV_

Snow Knife Blade: bi'spécdmen'(pTate33,~g)

:The bTade is made from‘wﬁalebone and consiets of‘approxtmateTy

'vthe d1stal one—third of the blade. ' From the sect1on of the bTade that

;'remains it appears that the cutt ng,edge was convex and the other edge '

:1was stra1ght.‘ It 1s a thin bTade (4 .. th1ck at the top edge) and
probabTy beTohged to a tno-piece now": kn1fe. - '

I

Kol

',-Snow Probe: 1 spec1meh¢(platex4, f)
N , T

| .

SNOW’ probe.

:Tso a compTete wha]ebone Snow knife handTe _

This spec1men 1s made of bonL and.is.a_mtdsecttop fragment of-a -

- specimen woqu Tike]y hlmebe n similar to\the compTete handTe described e
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" Mattock Hea.d: 1 specimen'(pla't'eaa); . e .
l ”*l L e

The-niattock head 45 whalebone with a'total- length of 260 mm. ° The

A - 'Iatera’l edges are para'llel and the’ dista'l end is convex. Thare are two A
pairs of bilatera] notches at the proximal end for hafting. The specimen
-is p1ano convex in cross section and the socket for the hand]e is on the

ﬂat surface. . Mattocks were used as . digging impleqhents. - |

\.

P'ick'_Heads:', 4 specimens._' .

. There .are “two specimens wh‘lch ’undoubted] y were used as pick heads.
One is made of ivory (p'late 4c) : and the other of antler (piate 4b) |
The ivory p‘lck ‘ls 50 mm ’Iong but appears to be broken at the prgxima]

_d It {s triangu]oid in cross-section with one surf‘ace f'la,tter than '

-

the other £wo, a{]though it is general]y 5ynmetrica] lt canes 1;0 a’ sharp
point ai‘i the distal end Al'l the surfaceS\ are roughened by cut marks.

© . The antlé\!pick 1s a'lso trianguloid and comes to a- sharp point at the dis—- '
“tal end. \It s 108 m 'iong The hafting surfat:e 1s flat and the r'ounded

corticaI st}rface has been beveﬂed on two sur?aces to form a medial ridge. ’

Both of . thes\e Surfaces are roughened by cut marks. At the hafting end .

-
)

this ridge is\hot present These Specimens concur with Mathiassen 5,
statement (1927\b 29) that the ant‘ler specimens have as a rule. a f1at ‘

" side and a convex side whereas those of ivory and: whaiebone are more - :1' . -
s_ymetricai Picks\ probabiy had severa! functions for example they may. - .
have been part of the hunting kit, haftqed tq the pm)iimal end of the harpoon
" shaft to’ facilitate p‘lok‘lng ice for breathing ho‘le sealing: or ice ho‘le

e e o Sr e T e s Sl
B R = R AL

fishing o Otherwise, they‘ may have functioned, as excavating too'ls aiong e
with mattocks. in digging out the foundations for semi-subterranean '

houses and. for c‘I eaning 1ce out of houses (Murdoclc 1892 McCartney 1971' i
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A_ ” ) i .73 _ . - - - - ;-
L} l ‘; e . Py :
- . Plate 4:, - L ‘. N ER
*a. ‘mattock: head _ .
*. " b. pick head, antler . .
. pick hedd, ivory _ ) _
+ ' d, pick head (?), antler . . '. B
e, pick head (?), antler .. R -
* . lshow probe section | .
; 'whal'e.bone_'sled shoe - ] L ( e
£ y — , iy

o

whalebone sled shoe =~
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There are also two antler speclmens 1n the collection wihich ma# SR

o

have functioned~as ice plcks (plate 4d e) The1r lengths are 126 f

and 125 mm.; The cancellous surface of bbth spec1mens 1s slightly concave

. ijr .

and the dlstal end comes to an abrupt polnt and has been bevelled on the ‘ﬁlf L

cancellous surface ‘Both of these poss1ble picks have tangs for haftfng

VA ~

e Y :onto the end of a harpohn or a handle of some sort,l‘_',/// o

o : u'_o; . ': o ".'~ TR | o .;4\3[, : o .
' ‘. WEJ9é5=3-? gpeclmens. ’ﬁ~gf{ R h S e - ©

R Both of ‘the speclmens are made of antler._ One 1s'l62'nn~long | _
e f:~3gL"._ (broken at the proximal end) (plate SJ) It is conical 1n cross-section ' f,:“f.e
2 l} ;and cut obliquely at the distal end Lo form a thin worklng edge he .
it""“’.other spec1men 1s 99 o longland 1s made on a split antler (plate 51)
: It 15 concave-cdhvex in cross-sect1on. thé cancellous surface 1s sl1ghtly
. T concave at the prox:mal end It is: rectengulold in shape with the -,.ﬂ-'t'
: ‘:L F"stralght sides contracting towards the distal end which 1s partlally |
,- a; o ﬁ:.;";ﬁbroken and is. very thin (3 mm).~tThe cancellous surface 1s also worézﬁk

I . ) 5 '-z.:

thls end.<a SRS AR - ".i et T -f-

o i " L L ‘.‘.' EIER N o . / .. S
E T ; Rough'Stone_Chlsels'or whetstones;A'3'sbecinens};‘4. L
A Lol ‘- Two specimens are long. narrow and rectangular 1n form. Théy o

R,

'.“have -ohe flat surface (ground on- both specﬂmens and one scarfed surface . i: .
. ; l"r:so that therlmplement 1s thlnner at the dls#al end. One speclmen (plate ‘f
' ._iL;' *}jj‘; Sh) 1s bevelled on both surfaces at the d1Stal end the other (plate Sg).. :ild
I o whlch has gr1nd1ng over both surfaces and lateral edhes. 1s chtpped B
| ?- l* . b1fac1ally at the dlstal edge. These 1mplements are thought to be whet—' |
L hstones or. more unlikely. chisels. The r&naining spec1men ls a th1cker. ;:uf;r‘ jyf
A‘ y;‘l,:roughly rectangular p1ece of stone. One narrow. flat surface shows :,;

- u'f}i ,‘L,'}extenslve grlndlng -and thls may be fragment of a whetstone.-r :,‘v;e'. ffﬂ.r'f'a f}
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o DrH'I, Mou'thpiece:'_l i sp'e_cim_ep,-_(m_'ate '6'.‘-f.)'f._‘ R {

L 'The specimen 1s made from a caribou astragaTus. The_area Ia‘round '

“'the shaft socket hoTe 15 b‘lackeneq from fr1ction o L e
L Carved Pégs. 10 spec1mens (pTate 6h, 1, J k)
= Mcc"t"ey (1971 412) me"“°“5 5"‘3” b?“e pegs used as naﬂs 1n'. ‘f
o hon1ng wooden timbers[ together, that 1s. thhse used as part of. the S
}framework for supporting the house rOOfI ' He found the pegs in situ.
- -_'In the coTTection from l(me 3,. there are severa'l bone pegs which a]- g s '.
i though different from the styTes 1Tlustr,ated by McCartney, Math*lassen' .'-.;
'and Hmt""d erTy a"e pegs usrd in repai‘ring or r1vet1ng functtons. LR

The pegs 1n t‘h'ls co'l'lectton have not conformed to any particuTar style \\"'
A'IT are ﬁ1der at the strik'lng end w1th the' stra1ght s1des tonverging to- | -

) ward the distaT end They are aTT more or Tess rectanguTar Jn cross sect1on. i
. Car'vea Plugs':' ”3 'specime‘né.'

V o,

These are Targer and thicker than ‘the pegs. A‘IT specimens have I -

cut marks on. them. One has/a square hoTe n-its top end and there . . '
. ’ _— N .
appears to' be rust stains 1ns1de the hoTe as 1f an 1ron r1vet was. once
' .Todged w1th1 n it The function of these qugs is’ unknown.( . “’. , Sl
,,- . o V- I .‘.I\‘..""u ; 'n{ Do S

| “',Bifai:1a.'l F'Ia'k"ed Stone Too'ls-‘:_ a’sbecnnéns“.gf : . = .
| Two Specimens‘are missing their d1staT ha‘lves. sterTng platforms ’U

','are present They are'made:from wh1te quartzite. One btface 'ls retouched

compTeteTy over both surfaces and‘*edges (p‘late 9b) The other has orhy )

:the edges retouched on both surfaces (plate 9a). These may hﬁVe func-

.'.tioned a3 kn'lves or otfn' such cutting edges but we”don t khow whether to ,

. ; L i X e N . . e S T
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:‘_men ‘ls a thick ﬂake w1th unifacia‘l retouc’n a1ong the dorsaT Su

R SORSRAYRC: GRS (R O O TS PP o R S
N - . . .
O N 3 S
AP . g
. ! | .

“attribute them to. Dorset or Thule manufactare. There 15 also.a rough -

pebBle chopper made from red sandstone. ~ R 1; % ,

SR - . . . . . -"“‘.v ,'
Unifacfal _ Fl'aked, Stone~Toq1s‘: - 1 specimen A(plat‘e@."!e).’.“ . ‘
. - . . - N B s ’ s i

§

Th'ls spec1men 1s i white quartzite end scraper with dorsal surface .

RN

; retouc{h on aH edges. ‘ It 15 quadranguiar 1h shape w1th shlrp distal

oA steep bevel “This artefact 1s 'er'ty of Dorset orig‘ln

. CO/-e Too'l (?) 1.5pec'imen (p'laté"b.' ‘e‘);

li

>

" The artefact is 33 wn n Iength coni;a] and e'Iongated with: 'Iong

harrow blade-er flakes having been removed It i made from uh te..

sugg‘esting that it was used as an awl or punch

. ®

’RetD'UChed F-lakesz ‘9'spec1men5, S PP ORI

. the ventra1 surface at another.~ There are six white quartzjte SpeC‘lmens
RN ,'from House 1.‘ Yhese 1nc1u3e one b'lade-'like fleke (plete Qf) with{ a

‘ ""shallow notch retouched on the dorsal sur-face of. one edge. Anolher spec1~

face’ of

. f_“\light retouch along one edge. These may have funct'lonea as” simp‘le cut-
o ‘,ﬁjting EdQQS‘u There’ls a1 so one 'thtly retouched quartz1te Vake from

e R (. . S . . R ,;‘.
: "HnuseZ'\ oL e e f
“r - 1'_ e . - - e . L N
I - e . - . s P .

.

.lcorners and the distal end is skewed to the right. The WOrk'lng edge has

T

s

' -:r'etouch along one edge on the dorsa‘l surface and on the ventral surface '. T
,of the same edd There is retouch around a notch The other c ert spec1- i

.
. -
. .
¥

" 'men has a sman amount of retouch a{'long the dorsa‘l surface at one spot and .

: -"-,._‘;unartzite. TheSpeC'lmen tapers to 2 sharp po1nt wh1ch is crushed perhaps L a

N . - : ‘
? . . B .

- There are two chert f‘lakes, (plate 9 hy 1) "One has steep un‘lfacialj ". ’
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- ') WOMEN'S TOOLS AND HOUSEHOLD. EQUIPMENT -

‘,l.j'lui',Heindle?.: 3 spectiahs. 7. o /

_ _ Two types of ulu handles are represented in this aLsembhge. _
One handle of whalebone (p'l ate 3f) has an arched hand rest or grip at

» ‘“ o : : : the~ top whic.h 1s thicker and wider than the section of “the: hand]e 1nto L
._ | | L which trle b'lade 1s ‘set, The two are separated by a shou'lder. There o :*; | )
T T o R was a slot for the end b'lade’ erly 1ron which has subsequtentl,y been B !
f . ‘ b‘roken 'leaving an: open, crescentic bed The opposite surfape at the . : ’
o . distal end. 15 bevelled The ‘ratera] edges# are straight but converge : 'f.

o nghtl& “The mexriun \Hdth of 76 m octurs s the hand rest -and the -

/‘ maximum 1ength is 57 mn. The other two speci ens are parts of compos1te.'.~.',"-' .
hand1es‘ One 1s made of wha1ebone (phste 31) and the hand rest part : :
of th'ls $pec1men 1s m1ssing except[for a. hf e which 1s carved from the
haft‘lnd section. : Apparent'ly there were two rﬂ'ledlho'les in- this hinge ,‘: -"'f'.; L

L o Section. er]y for fasten'lng un the other part of the hand]e.‘, The haft- / )
; _ o gL 1ng section 1577 m wide w1th two drﬂ‘le ho1es, one ‘at efther edge , :
S ”h’* 7 re was, a bl slot which has: sUbseque ty been broken 1n 8 mamer mych : A
"". Hk?'the other spec1men. 1eav1ng an Ope crescentfc bed with a aver'y 5 n ,' ‘

' rusted fragment of: an 1ron blade remat _ ng Dn the opposite surfa e to f’

the }:roken s]ot is-a growe between t drﬂled ho]es. possibly lashing ',,". 5

groove. The;.p.ther example of. a compo 1te ulu handle is made £xom bone/ :,“ §

|/ /e ant1er and 1s part of the hand rest ect1on (plate 3h) cancel'laus . i

e £ surface 1s flat becom1ng s11ght‘ly g ncave at one end A e 3
\ surface is convex. i Both surfaces ave been roughen, for 1ash1ng._ The cn i" @ x:
".'*ff 3 | ‘:_.The 'Iength of the *
TSRO 3
TR I ORTRI R |
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; 1n cross- sect1on‘

- concave,cance]lous surface. . SR oL T Rl

N ;o ) .~'.' i - ‘-.. !.~.A

i

' ‘ ‘ B b —

‘ “'Yl'lu' BJa‘des: 3 smcimer‘usl' T

here Was on1y one broken black s'late u1u blade recovered with

‘ part" of ‘e cutting edge and’ part of one 1atera1 edge present (plate 33)

; cruder spec mens wh'lcn may have functioned as. ulu blafles. One 1s a tri- .

/

angu]ar gray ecew1th a broken prox1ma1 end > The distal end 1s b1fac1a11y
retbuched 1nto a cutt1ng/scrap1ng edge. The ]atera1 edges converge '
proximany. Th re 1sa150 a tanged. sha1e er piece which s plano COnvex

'l'fhe ]atera'l edges converge to a tang. There 1s a } "

3

. beve?lon the dorsa'I surface at the d1sta‘l end and 1t ma;} be retouched on - éi
.o 3

the opposite surfac but 'lt 1s difﬂcu1t~tﬁi, teH w1th th'ls mater'laﬂ “
U'l'u B'Iade B1 an s: 2 specdniens. - . ' '"'

[ There 1s one pie e ‘nf (dray slate which 1s part’ly ground on, one-

- ,.p1ece of the same sha]e H e mater1a1 as. the possible u1u b]ade seems to

A\
“be ch1pped around theedges end may have been an uly b'lade. ’
) - i. N Marrow Extractor'(?) % spec1men (plate 6 m) '1,‘ =

lt 1ss1m11ar to a- specime 111ustrated 1n Birket—smth (1929a-- )
145 f‘lg. 44f) from the Caribou Es 1mos It 15 147 m ]ong and ‘ls a sp'Ht
metacarpa'l with the distal end comilg to a rounded point and a nght‘ly '._ SR

et

Skin Norking/Scraping Tooﬂs- 6 pecfmens‘; i..‘. :

.
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. or maybe hafting. Another tool is made of whalebone and is 200 nln in '

' face seens to be smooth, perhaps from rubbing.

' _chipping iﬁpng SOme lateral edges (p‘late Sd f) They may have functioned

needles. This cannot be determined positive‘ly.

< eanamt gl abee n mssmd bl e oy 0 < e e ———————a e s 4 s

.

l

.'work‘ 'skins.'and thesé speoimens'- me're'ly look Tike they‘faﬁ '1'nto a hide

' scraping category One. specimen is a sp]it bone scraping tooi about
240 mn”, in Iength (plate Sa) The lateral edges expand s]ightly toward

' what wouid seem to be the working edge. The impTement is concave-convex '

in cross- section., The working edge s eroded somewhat but 1s convex \in " , o
"-shape. The proximai end is cut straight across dnd there is a ﬂat . ‘

‘ "pro:jection out to one side which may have facilitated ease 6f hand‘ling

I

. _Tength (pTate Sb) It is. brokeq aiong one latera} edge. It appears to /S

' f.{ have been convex it both ends. I It is concavo-convex in cross section

and slightiy beveiled at the working edge. The concave canceﬂous sure

V) '8,

There are tﬁo pieces of grdy stone materia] whi&h have bifacia‘i

Lo

.

\
to 5crape. stretch. or soften caribou and other—sk{ns as did the crooked

. 'scraper blades discussed by McCartney (1971).. There is aT so .2 piece of -f‘ L
. ground and po]ished green slate (p] ate 5&.) One edge. which is now 3
'chipped and battered looks er it was the working edge and my- have
. been -used for ¢utting and/or scraping. The grinding and polishi qg. occurs .
.an either side of this edge. The final specimen in this category is 2 "f - |
""‘."corticp'l pebble scraper dee of ha]f a pink quartzite pebbT e, There is ‘
.v;;evidence ‘of chipping al Ong the edges 'Iike'iy to i-‘orm a scraping p'iane (piate 9,5)

o Bohel Need‘les (?) 5 specimens. A L

One definite neEdie was found i-'rom HDUSE 1 but has subsequenﬂy

- lAbeen lost. It was an eyed bone needie.. There are four sma‘ll pointed

:'l.bone s‘livers which, ai though they are not eyed, may have functioned s

e
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© 7 three arfiled holes f(mate 8b): -

's«: 4%‘15 sha'l'low. rough'ly 27 ] from the 1nter10r r1

..4,.'

s ~
b oAy s e e e PSR POU. S
. .

) Ca_r;ved‘ S'tone"Vesse]s;' 11 sp cfmen"s:

. —
'

'There were no complete ve.ése]s"found; uh]v‘disearded"fragments of - -
These people//ere using varying grades of soapstone as ' :
The smooth. n1ce1y fjntshed

bro ken v‘esseTs
raw mater‘ia] for ‘their Tamps’and pots.
’ pteces. as might be. expected were’ made - of the better quath soapstone.
R1m sherds .from some of theseﬁvesseTs -$howed an 1ncised 11ne decoration

along the m1dd1eof the r1m Surface and/or two 1ncised 11nes around the

and not decorated There are ten sherds of soapstone pots recovered f-rom ’
the site,

One Targe p1ece exhibited the r1m decoration mentioned above and a‘lso has . ,'

stx of which are rim sherds. Most of these sherds are- sma]]

Two of these were er]y for suspension «@f
however the other one hisa deep groove extend'lng from it to a—'broken edge -

and this may 1ridicate a former]y mended break. The only corne sherd

that is present in the coT'lect'l onxsuggests that the vessels ahd 1amps of

these peOpTe had rounded coTners (pTe\te Bc) There is only one fragment.

that can be 1dent1fied as more 11ke1y Eﬂonging to a lemp (pTete 8a); i B

The r1m 1s curved. stgnify1ng an ovnl shape.\ The side of the fragment i L

surface to the po1 nt N

ST oY

) where the fToor of the 'Iamp beg'lns. The sherd 1s encrusted on both ex- _—
terior and 1nter'lor surfaces wfth tarbomlted oﬂ or bTubber. (i -

C ’SO,apstonej_ Freg11§ents;:‘ 8;.sp‘ec1mens.‘ . -

- “Seven af these are rough, Juhps'.“oh'd'o:ne js"'a'.'rou.g‘h r‘lmfrégment.’-',, :"‘ SOl
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©.6) MISCELLAWEOUST . T ... .

"Ivoryeﬂead:_. ‘1 s'oecimen ('pia'te 7. c) S B ‘
e L

‘This bead is barrei shaped with one ho'le driiied ;hrough the

' centre of the iongitudinai axis and a smatjer’ hoie driiied at right ang‘l‘e_é

in ‘“the midd]e emerging ‘ari ‘the same surfaoe.- This~surface is f'lat The'
length is 20 fim and riameter is 9 mm. AT [ )

: AIvor_y Pe'ndan‘t:.' ‘1 soecirnen"(olai::e;i; 't') .
,t - . . - '

It is ona variant of the standard Thuie chain iinked pendant

This specimen has one an -The ba”yh-tris spherical and there s a tiny;

~ wyenf_'-a\‘ : ’fl ) f
‘*dri]led suspension hole.-‘ L R ’-_' PR

}"': .z. «. , i
)T To_.oth.Pendant:. 1 'sp'ecimen (plate 7. d) " .

e

- . ‘. - e ¢ : ) ) . ‘ '
This specimen is a polar bear (?) canine with a drilled~ hoie at

the proximal end fOr suspension.- It probabiy functioned as a decorative

pendant. L e : T

e ~ ‘o,

- ?'Pipe:.., 1 AS:P-eclime"_;('piate 7, 'e')

From House la ragment of‘ a- Kao‘iin pipe bow‘l was recovered This

is the on’ly artef‘act that defini teiy refiects tbe histdric period

5
-

),—" Drum Handie‘ 1 specimen (p'late 7 a) ' e

: This specimen is wooden with a 1ength o'f 230 mm and a width of - 32
. mn. The notch. for attachment onto the drum rim, is 26 m long x 32 mn ’

v
. -~

laterai surfeces behind the rim notch It cannet be determined whether

'(

‘e

R

these ho‘les are drﬂied through complete'ly es there are remains oi-' wooden )

. - PR . B S .' . o .. L. ,
. s + T - . . - . - - PR . - .
- .. :or o . . ‘ e R . . s o
: T R I R R U ) ;
L . o > L .o N . L e N N
K ol A A AR .oa e v .. e fL e . -
5. ot L.
ooyt oA s .. . R .. - - - -
. L . , .. : BN "
- s ’,
l’.

ide x 1’3 m'n déep. There are two pairs of bilateral dri-‘i'led ho'les on the

1o ¥ AT e
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ravesen
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thread through. '

It has been broken at both enjs and a1so Sp1 ﬁ throu'_

: 'fore no measurements are mean ngful except thickne ':, 16 m. There 1s .

"‘a 1ash1ng ho‘le. " a . ;’ ‘.

SeWn BaFk 1 Speci en. (plate 6 ‘I)

the width. ther‘e-

Mathiassen 1927a P‘I 53—3 It 1s °96 mm'wide whene 115 1s Woken\and very

th1n.: Ther'e are rectangular perfor tions around the outer edge of the° o

4

1n the sppcimen. These perfora 1ons and notches werefor passing the: ,
oy ‘ -““[

.-'.g..Bone/At{tIer Aﬁi"shf‘ Pfobes'-"(?)':‘ ?is; §peeir’nens" \ 'f-\' :

‘s

., - )
i e’
, -~

point 'a-*vqne end suc that they ma'y have functioned\as perfbrat1 g or
prob1 ng tools. 'The‘lr hapes ahe irreguTFr othermse and t:he ‘Iengths*

0

range from 57m 0. 1 mm/ T -“.,_; e

> -

b hese are m1n1mally retpughed tools which have one thing ‘ln corrmon
. M that they have\en retouched to a rather sharp or s'l‘lghtly rounded
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apstoge lamp fragment . -
apstonie vessel, rim sherd = -
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.
s
-
1)
. g
, '













* k R [ oL i . ) ‘ )
, Lo e K "-“.”‘ , , ‘ .'
DR "‘-".Hanmerstonés:;_l“ ;"Specjme'n" . - . )
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B - R ‘ 8 o 3‘,‘-*'\ v . : ’ A:’l o v l'l‘.:‘ (/‘;‘ . ':‘
e This. 1s r roughT_y hlockv core with one ﬂat striking p1atform. U
o At 1east two ma:]or f'Iakes and severa‘l qmm)er ones have been struck from ST

o L ‘“ this c0re. R A PR Log !

» . : #’;P’ and battering pits o szvera'l of *;ts surfaces. L e RN

= | " S Th*ls !s a sma‘l‘l, rounded granitic pebb‘le that exhibits pecking A

. 4 . e T R

R ;_"._Sandstpne l;amp_ Blank~,(?): _'_I‘, speoimen ;o | . '

:‘.' L i “ . :-{5’«‘""' . -~ . . cL. . ':‘ ‘

5 BEE I J : Th1s rectangulow piece of sandstone with rounded cor ers'measuresk B
;:' T 190 by . 120 m.and has a maximdm th1ckness o 0 lrm. ‘ﬂne surface"‘ais E 'f' - ‘\'f;-\'_":" g
1 L ~hoHowed to a depth 01’ about 12 nm and two. f the edges are partly A

: poHshed or ground Thfs specimn shdws no evidence of hav{ng been used ‘-/
as a 'lamp. “ R T “ g |

4 N H) unmsmmsn TO0LS° 7 spécimens e T e

:j:“ / o D . \' »n.‘ S - <o “’4'."* ',".ut- "}"" . - "'.‘.‘:"'—"" ~ L

o me House 1 structure und m'ldden, four of these umdentified

s

ST tools were rEcovered. . One 1s o sth btme/anﬂer broken at ] centra'lly
sl _;,i ' drmed hole (th# 6c) tt has straight. para'lTe'l sides and an ob'Hque SR
. N straight end ;

L & ASemE

.ght‘l fconcnvu-convex 1n cross-sgction. There 1s an eroded

TR R

arf.efact with & pctial s t at the dista\ end at righf anqles to u ,, |
drﬂled ho'ie 1h the proxma'i end (plo.te 6b)

b

< el
=

u barb. The specimen 1serl_y a reworked harpoon head. A poss‘l!:ﬂe Serap-

1ng too'l 1s a tanged. mec;angular gnt'ler specimen mth incised Hnes on
_the corttent v, {pl Ge).g The cam:el’(Jus 3urface at the dism =3

Yy

S e s EA B

R S RN
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" hole (ﬁ'iate aa) It 15 p?ano-convex 1n cross-section and’ funétfon 15 -

| 'comes to 2 point.» The break occurs ai L drﬂ!ed ho‘!e. '

. . -1 .
. : o N
e . ,.95 - :
) - .
’ ., - o

e
) l There were three unidentified bone/anﬂer t,oo'ls fBﬁﬁn House 2.

structure and m'ldden. : One specimen is cu¢ anﬂer {nith one straight epd

« V- .

: '-uncevtadn., There is alsia flas, peg-er bone with 2 grobve cut tn one
- "end who‘s{function 1s nncerta'ln. Another spec‘lmen worth describing 1s a
o ,conica'l antler. arte?uct which may be the base of an arrow shaft (plate ;
- !5d). It 1s broken at the dista1 end The prbximn end 1s cut oquue'l y '

on one surface and. there is a: hshing growe which runs three-qmrters

"_of the way around the shaft( Them 1s 2 basa'l notch which 1s \vorn.

5 o Incomp!ete length

' '. . .arched with tr,e ends mvihg sharp points. . Lengths: 61 mm,j4o
ﬁ:.. and515m,, ",'-.f:' S T

.". . ‘»

f‘lengttg— ,'l,s 8 um -

6 m and the width. Jch is’ uniform along the

-,
<

' Gresc,énﬁc Too'!'s" 4 ';spe,cﬁnené‘, L

RERIRT - X

"lt'lon" .nd probabiy had the same function wh'lch 1s unkno\vm._ Ihey areﬁn

ﬂat and crescentic“lu shqpe, that 1s one edge 1s s’traight _and

: Rkt

,"

There are six other minima]‘ly retouched bohe/antler too}s about
whioh nothing can be Said as regards funct'lon. AT
Thertare 13 piecas of: cut wood chh may have been too!s but they-

) "that they\;&uwmt ba amvated mtpout desiﬁﬁng ‘the shave and "ere
NS PR ; N L . : L "':'V ETARE

j“ other

-~

o .‘and one end with & V-shaped n&tch ate‘fhe bottom of. which 454 driTled T

P R
- i
. B . P
Ve ~an

Y3

Thase four bone specimeng, a11 have the same morp}:o‘logical cnnﬁgura- :

‘ - “;.Some have been used f’N»N sampies. others wgre 1n_ such paor condition S

"’-,-,*.; ..

P

¢
\

L '_].wera récovered 1n such poor. merlogqu condmon that their functtrins ,'f ,:"." -
" ':’.}'dannot bq determined' One “sugh pieca has, tuo,drﬂled holes but-the T S
i "i'ff'SDécimeﬂ 15' very sh'lintéred. «Sevenl p!eces of uoud were excavateJ .

).
bl

. X AR >
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which is tho

See Tab'le for distribution. i«f . 4-1-,’«:; '°.'

materiai inciuding eight ﬂakes five fragrnents p'lus 20 mn pieces of \/ h ‘

found 1n the interior »Fiii of House l. The se ohd sbecimen is.«i iong. o .

towards one end !t was found in the nidden in frant of House"3. i

| """I:': eithough th( iron is thought to be Of E""BP“" °"‘9’"' RN |

»
-t
~
1'- - .
— ™ -_.
>
5

1) ot BONE AND ANTER - o B T A
Gee Distribution Tabie..‘...- ; &°,~

.. . . , ' .\- , l,'.“; ." n : ' ) ‘r..’
J) LITHIC FLAKES AND’PETRITUS . '.';.'_,u,:" Lo / -

B A

e,
VAN,

a2 e s Ty R

| This c(tegory inciudes non-functiona‘l unretouched 'chig materia'i :
ght to’ be reJectoge. OnE hundred and fourteen pieces of
white quartzite fragments pius three dark gray quantzite pi eces have been

'udes- 89 from House 1 §tructure' : \
3 fr'om House 2 midden. end five from }iouse 4

midden. This group inciudes one core from House 1 midden and 73ﬂ cortex

recovered. Their distribution 'I.
}6 from House 1 midden, :

fragnents. Tin remaining spec‘.imens are shattered quartz/quer zite frag-- ) ’f'.g" o
ments.: There lore W7 chips (1.. e. sml'i fiakes under 13 tm. in dimension), o ;
a'i'l of white quartzite. which were i’ound n House 1 ten from the e
sg&ructure and seven from the midd?n. T Sl e : ]i '

' 'uj. F‘lake§ exhibiting no retouah totai 44. {"i‘hey are ai‘i o‘f quertzl
quartzite material (whiteand gray shedes) nnd 111ude six corteg_ f'ld’kesf

[

E SR S

House 5 has 2 co‘i'iectjdn of veryapoor quaiity white quartz ]Jthic o . 5

chipp’ing detri tus (under 18 nm in dimension) ,'.*’,.’f B :

K) METAL 2 specimens SR _r‘., RN AN P "...5.4'*5
~ -;4 '-' ‘_ ..' ,~' ) . oo o q !

~ R arat

One of theie is a sman ~badiy carroded pier.e of iron that was i — N

thin hook-iike pieoe ef copper. square inccross-see'tton but tapering 5 ' _' e‘* rf

AN

Neither of these pﬁsces have yet been a'neljsed mbtaiiurgicaliy ( 2
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: oh‘lique tang

Arrowhead shaft (?)

Bo'las Bal'l
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: '..J ' pr-ong, Thule 3 harpodn head I s -

\ -
LR

. Interpretations . ... *. -

dlscdsslon

a oo -

e g Artefacts:

* ; 270 A search through the Hterature reveals that the Melladine 1 assem-~

l

blage does nﬁzj 4n totality, closely resemble any other s1ngle Thule

.Thu’h% ”sites sqch as Naujan and Silumiut 1n the Northwest coast Hudson

1ng reasons 1) some are w1despre d in the arctlc with HR|

’ change on,modlvflc’ation through “the Th
. \ ’ " nadvry pendants an% beads; 2) o\ther elements lack standardlzation of .
fo .,- sk“in-working tools -awls or probes, wedges pegs and p]ugsund
o other‘ easﬂy fabrlcated tools; and 3) oth’ers which are broken or badly

FN . '(
.

eroded and cannot be used for stylist‘lc comparison - bird dar‘t slde '

[ . -
[

@

e
§ o There are some standard artefact types llnking the assemblage to

:

Mccartney.t971 Mcehee-1972, Taylor‘hg7z) They are fourd at “early
"‘b‘ Sltes (ca. A D: 1100 1205) for example Maleruallk (Mathlassen 1927a.

- Site (1b1d..Pl. ld).

: head from & bur'lal dated to historic tlmes by McCartney (1971 P'I. 114J) -

Burial 84 ilrom Kamarvlk l‘t seems ‘that thls form was retalned up until
the early or mld-ninéteenth century (1b1d 333) The sreclmen from the

assemblage(. Thﬂtotal assemblage doesQot place the slte w1th the "early" -

‘perivd and up to . hlstorlc tlmes .

‘ 'b la ball/*/sh needle, dr’lll mouthpiece, snow pmbe carved bone and .

)

the l'hule cplture yerwd T°he Thule 2 type harpoon head and 1ts varlantL.; 3 :
L are common- finds} on Canadian Thule sites (Mathiassen 1927 Vanstone 1962 .

“pi.-82-1), Lagy Franklin Pofnt (Teylor 1972: P1. V1 a) and the: Vaughn o
There '?s also a speclmen sim‘llar to the Mel1ad1ne -1

N .

Bay area (datg(d ¢. ALD. 1200) nor\ldoefs 1t suggest a Spec1f1c 1ink to the .‘ ,\ ‘

“\"ecent per'lod in the Caribou Eskimo ar Magy' of the artefact categor1es )
- in_the assemblage have Httle spat‘l})z- ten,poral qoing for the follow-—

R I
i e W Sl e e S

. -
—

P;"‘




~

¥ - and right up to the h1stor1c perlod in the central arctlc. Most of our

- -,'-'-102-
.T ‘;'.Meliadlne-l slte does not have “early“ attrtbutes l1ke lashlng slots |
(1t has lashlng holes) or face-lnclsed decoratlon and 1s therefore coR-
C siTered to, be of a later ThiTe period s Re}?;"
A The lance head from our assemblage seems fo. be morphologically

)" shnilar to the small types found 7t Sllumtut (McCargney 1971) except

9 ,“ethat the Silumlut lance heads had® n0*51de blade. slots. The use of .side

There' 1s
9; “imen (Mathiassen 19g7a Pl 9- I) Bathess arrowhead forms are found at

':early Thule . sftes (Silum1ut Naujan,crystal II Resolute nw Greenland)

rrowheads (7/10 complete Speciﬁens) have obllquely cut tangs., Arrow-
' head tang style 14 not a partlcularly good criterion to use for chrono--
logical plaﬁementofa Whule assemblage ‘Both conical and obl1quely cut

'.'tangs occur together trroughout the Thule per1od but con1cal tangs pre-‘
~—

f later per1ods. S B : ”" :
The knife haﬁdle typesin the assemblage are rlso ;elated to the .

WY
'-'hule gulture per1od. The Snow knife haJdles from Meliadine 1 belong

J

they are found from early sites like Naujan as well as from ethnographlc
i

Pcollectlons. Unilaterally-shouldered and two-shoulFered typés are found

L :':’together at’ Sllumlut so thls attrlbute is also a_poor temporal 1nd1cator. L

o. ' 3 - _The speclmen here {s 4 square—ended type which was the type most pOpular
at Silumiut anq 1s also present at. Naujan 1n low frequencg A man § -
kn1fe handle wlth a flared dlstal end somethlng like the specimen 1n

';our collectﬂon. was found 1n an historic (1905-1910) grave 1n the Boothla o

T . e . .
, . e T
Q FO o, ' Cae, L. C 7
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5blades 1s relattﬁely rare 1n the Thule culture._ . Co : 1_
n arrowhead from Naujan that resembles our barbed Speci- :

. * 3 -
ot

dom1nate in early assemblages, whiTe. obllque tangs_ape more characteristic':

-« .

ko two piece Snow knlves but thls is not useful as a temporal 1nd1cator L

é.‘:JPeninsula aren(Vanstone 1962 Pl VI 19) Ulu handles having a thlck handf .

SIS
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'grip with a prer tabu]ar sect1on and a carved b]ade slot are found from ‘
.ThuTe sites, such asdaujan, SiTumiut Pond. Inlet, Cape Smith Boothia.
. Pen1nsu1a. N GreenTand Barter-lsland and Pt. Barrow (McCartney 1971)

- : and have also been mentioned by Jenness (1946 81) in the Copper Eskimo

3'area and Rasmussen (1931) from Ma]erualik Two of the three ulu hahd]e -

from Meliadine-l are parts of compos1te uTu handTes one specimen is the
grig section and the other 1s the 1ntermediate part ‘that the bTade fits
. ’1nto. Counterparts "of the former are 111ustrated from Ruin IsTand .
' (HoTtved 1944! :P1. 22- 6) and Kitt1gazu1t.(McGhee 1974a PT 14, n) Theré e
are no 111ustrations in theliterature OT an. intermediate piece sfmilar tb
theJSpecimen 1n Plate 31. The presence of composite ulus at the site "
pTace 1t ina "Tate" Thule period “Generally compound uTFs with bone
“or 1vor} 1ntermed1atepieces become more popuTar fol'lowing Thu]e times
and. before meta] occured in such abundance that Targe metal bTades s
- could be attached with metal 1ntermediate strips or tanQST_(McCartney .,
' 1971:387).. S f T o
. B Mattock heads are aTSO genéra]ly present throughout the ThuTe
n’t'. culture.‘ The style of mattock head wdth bilateraT notching from .
o Me11ad1ne-1 is. fbund from severaT sites - Naujan. Southampton Ishand
"‘Comer s midden (Mathiassen[1927) ThuTe district (HoTtved 19441). ;" _
.Silumiut (McCartney 1971) There is- one. mattock head. 111ustrated from .
_ ¥ Bpothia . Peninsula which 1s a]most 1dent1ca1 to the Me11ad1ne-1 specimen
) ;(Venstone 1962: P] Il - 1) That site (Levesque Harbour) is t\ought '
-;‘to be the sane age as Naujan (ca. A D 1200)t NhaTebone sldd shoes N
"n':are associated with the ThuTe cuTture and Boas (1964 122) reports them
in use in the EentraT area at the end of the 19th century ‘

w P
” ﬂ'“. There are certain artefatts 1n the assemblage which suggests a more

i '_ recent post-ThuTe date fbr the occupat{on of the houses at the site. for .

i.
b
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EL exampie the iron biades, the” copper and iron fragments and the Kaoiin

son

- pipe bow] fragment. ThE;e>artefacts intimate the historic period in - :
:the Caribou Eskimo area but bearing in mind the Thu]e elements of the ff-

assembiage the chronologica1 placement wouldjbe during the historic
",}Thuie phase c. A“b.&1610-1775 | o S
B Regarding the 1ithic materia'i found d\ﬁing e{cavation. an flakes o o
‘.and detritus. other than two chert fiakes, are made of a white quartz
. or quartzite. At seemswthat these Thuie peopie were chipping stone and
using\the unmodified f]akes as cutting or scraping edges.‘ This raw .f ]i"
_ '{»_ materia] is common on the Barrens (Harp 1961, Irving 1968 McCartneya -
',';i',Z. ..'1971) and McCartney (ibid 539) has hypothesized that the quartzite ‘
U pleces ‘that he found at sites in"the Chesterfield Iniet-uager Bay region A
o‘were carried out of the,interior from hunting or trading expeditions.. Cl
'McCartney aiso found Dbrset artefacts in the Thuie COmponent. He attributed

-

all. ‘chert artefacts to. Dorset manufacture and aiso found some diagnostic

'Dorset materia1 m]de from white quartzite.. In the Meiiadine-l coilection . :ﬁg

' fthere are two re uched Chert ff’kes and a white quartzite end scraper .;h,g.,- ;é

:. ":that I hesttate to caii Thuie, and suggest that they beiong td the Dorset ' 'fg
| lcuiture. The'Thuie occupants probabiy picked these up frOm Dorset sites o lg
:_in the Rankin Inlet vicinity. The other f]aked stone toois are not | ‘§

',.':diagnostic enough to be- cailed Dorset. Their occurrence on Thu1e sites

e L

- is presently inexplicable.: They are not generaiiy thought of as Thuie C

R
Sy
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- ':phenOmena. Large quantities of fiaked stone materiai are not reported
v _from Thuiie sii:es except in the nonthwest and west coast Hudson Bay region.‘ '
' ; - On the basis of the artefacts recovered from the excavayions at ;
x‘%'the Meiiadine-l site, we: may consider that occupation of the houses ‘J A
‘43.occurred within the period A D 1610-1775. probabiy in the first haif of
s :the 17th century. ;3:1;34 . fj. ;~;\_3 jl,"nz';g:f}i"L'. L 'Jg
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Subsistence' and s'ett‘lement pa’tterns o e

- of car‘lbou (87 0%) There was a]so some sea1 (4 1%), can1

g :b"‘d (4- '2%). whlaTe (1 2%), un'ldentified sea’ manlna.J (0 3%) and musk ox'._ a

. ‘that very Htt]e f1sh1ng was be1ng done at the site. as many f1sh1ng

N xharginal activity.' The occas1onal musk ox may a!so haVe been hunted

Bore refuse from the m1ddeh excavat‘lons was predomizantly that .
5 (2 9%),

(?) (0. 12&) The smaH amount ‘of fish remains found is undoubted]y due

¥
to the cartﬂag‘lnous nature of the fish ske]eton rather than assum‘lng

'
- N

'. tools were found 1n the artéfact assemblage. The(number of 'Iand mamma'l “
" hunting and fish1ng weapons compared to harpoon heads used fOr sea manma] {
o procurement is signiﬁcant- 13 arrowheads 11 £ish- barbs one bird da t
side prong and one lance head (which may have been used for caribou or -
seal” hunting) and two harpoon heads. : Although Mathiassen (1927a 27) .
. suggests that the Thule 2 harpoon head w1th a b]unt bone point and 1arge ' ’ .
' barbs was used for an1ma1s er sea'l and be'luga, 1t cannot be conc]uded e "_': ,‘,'?
‘ that it was used on]y for mar']ne mammal h‘unt'lng. There 1s the possibthy - 3
of th‘ls o'lder form having been retained for’ use 1n a spec1f1c manner, o
i th'ls case as 2 f1sh1ng harpoon since fish'lng seems to have been the .f“‘ g
ma'ln subsistence activity at the s1te.‘ Mathiassen (q927b 14) notes ' %
“tha, the Inuit at: Iglundk were usrng t_ype ATIa (thin. c’losed soctet
- no barbs or blades) for f1sh1ng. c ,‘ o ‘,:‘ R . ;
.l"."l 3 From the artef‘Jcts and bone refuse. 1t wou1d appear that’ the ‘ ‘ ' j
:, occupants o#%he g_gm_a__ ‘were. engaged 1n f1sh1 ng- near ‘the mouth of the - ) *i"“l: 2
: MeHadine River (at the t‘lme of occupation the river mouth may have been %

i

(]

c]oser to the site or at the site) and in caribou hunting. Birds also

p] ayed a role 'ln the ec0nonxy of the group and sealfng must have been a B }

"
Nau e
arts

&3

The nature of the economic pursuit of these 1ate Thu'ie peop]e, k
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and the- tWe °f dwe”1ﬂ95 they vere intlabiting. indicates that the site SRR

was occupied durd ng. the autumn Season. Mathiassen (1927b 133) suggests
that this kindl of structure wou‘ld on'ly be occupied for a month or two in‘_ ) .
: the autumn. after/which suitabie snow for snow house constructiqn would
be avaﬂable. rHowever the possibiiity of a spring occupation, at which' ‘
) time the samelresourées could be exp.'loited dditi -to. the aUtumn o _
) occupation. shouid not be. oveﬂooked 1 also suspett that the people Ce
o mu]d have stayed in these dwe'liings at the Meliadine River a5 long as. -
. it was economicali,y feasibig, Certain'ly. at times this may have meant B ‘

2 e

until Januar‘y or February when an empty larder provoked movement to

EE

2 snow h0uses on the ice.. . L ‘ A
_ ' The dwellings themse’lves were p ba 1y re-occupied Qvera'l timés. -
‘ his’ idea seems - very reasonabie since thes were substantia1 structures

. )nd d “lot of Iabour went into their constructi n. Raﬁ&r than bui]d new |

' _q_gggt_ Upon their return to the fishing camp. the Thule peop]e r‘afped

their skin tents over the o]d foundations. .. ,'._ L L

B Perhaps at this time 1t shouid be mentioned that the use of gg[_g[n_g_

"-'supports the chr'ono'logiCal p'lacement of this component of the HéHadine i

. 'site duri ng: the transitiona] Thuie phase. %gm__ are recent ‘Features '

R e L L AR R g e

and do not appear in ciassic Thd'le times (McCartney 1971 319)
'presence of snow knives and tne snow probe section on ‘the site indicates ; R
5 "_'-that Snow houses were buﬂt and inhabited perhaps An the interior. after ' m A
" the’fishing camp was left. _ . ' AR | P
The HeIiadine-l site is a multi-seasonaT site as evidenced by the

s ~types of dwening nemains - sunmer tent rings and autumn M struc—'-i" RN
: '} tUres. The main eTonOmic pursuit at this camp ﬂas fishing. Caribou
. : f .
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”hunting was a’l s0 fmportant wi th sea'ls birds fox %nd musk oxen acting

' :-as supplementary, food resources.\ The type of dwe‘lHng remains and the
-artefacts that have been recovered 1ndfcate that the sitg hds been 2 _
.,,:'favp,ur*lte camp possib’ty ?ran Thule t'lmes to recent historfé times 1n‘-\' "‘:
. c'ludinga transftional historic Thu'le phase. The heavy oval sunmer tent A
. rings with sleep1ng p'l atform area, and the ggm_a—g 'erly behng to this o

' -'phase which we may dete at ca.. A C. 1610-*1775 1n the C&r‘lbou Esk1mo aree."" ,

C ;'fz.‘ Eskimo P01 nt cmeeﬂo"n ',' A

T ' | The Nationﬂ Museum of‘ Man has an'l'l co lections f‘rom the McConne'H

: _" . ‘and Ferguson Rivers al he ChuTch‘i'I‘l area. Very. 11m1ted work has been
o A '_’fdone at Churchﬂ], recgnt buruns were. excavated by Merbs '{1954) and

B structures re]ated 1 wthe Thu]e period are kno\vn from the’ area (Kenney
A o, Merbs 1964); The Ferguson River artefacts reflect caribou hupting. .
SR .', .'and fishing as: the main resource exp‘loitntion, but 1t cannot be derinite'ly

S "determi ned whether these artefacts be1ong to the h1stori ' 'Ie or Lecent

_ i S
B A g L KL ]

5t e Inuit cuIture.. an ant1er f1sh spear side prong, 2 fish Spear centre “
L L ' :_, ,prong with mu‘|t1p1e barbs on both Iateral edges and drined lashing ho'les.

~“and three arrowheads.’l The ‘rrowheads have conica1 knob‘less tangs, two have

:’{ .'.'v'-'i';‘?lanceo]ate b1 ades and the t h"d has a paraﬂel sided b\ade. There.are ' ‘

?‘;’p , 0 no avuﬂable descriptions o any associated surﬁcial feetures. ,"5,

f.;;: o ' Sentry Island offs ore. from Eskimo Point. has been a popu“'lar habi- o _

); ..'v.'-'.}.r.jtation szlte ‘ln htﬁtoric times. Bi rket-Sm'l th observed recent Paci!imiut ,

1 :‘ftents ‘here-2s weH as many fonner te\t\rihgs. gg_gg_n_g_t_, and four semi- "

5 : | “'."subtemneen house ruins (Mathiassen J.927a)d These ru‘lns as th,eysare ‘ A
J | "".--?'J',’;'describedx sgen 10 be sintTar to the: Mel'ladine-l ritns; espec1a11y w1th } cr
- :

s ,:. f"‘:_regard to the lack of whai ebone end mod Seal end welrus bones but no

g W T -;,L’artefacts were recovered, a]thOugh only one house Mas tested« The orﬂy
:“.: R IO 3 . g ,j : .— . - ’ . P . . ot . ;ﬂ' ’-" —.n oo
- o " LN ! o
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: sizeabie éoilecfion known i’rom the Souiihern' coestei erea"’oi’ Hudson Bay' '

‘N

T

may be derived from this sii:e. The collection reportedly made ih 1914 X

C J'J
e b_y E W.. Hawkes, is labe]led “Eskimo Po'ini:“. and possibiy comes from _ :
Sen’gry Isiand A description of this colalection, examined by the authg,r
i in the Nationai Museum of Man. Ottawa foliows. ’ '
A) SEA, HUNTING EQUIPMENT R e
. Hanpoan ‘Heads:‘» ,3'spe'c_~imens. A R
: Two of the specimens beiong to Mathiassen s Thuie type 4 category " ,‘ﬁ
\\ '-

T more or 1ess conicai in cross-section. AH taper to rounded points at

B broken, another has two tiny 'lateral iine hoies.'one above the other‘ I

. slot. para'ﬂel ti:r the 'Hne hole. The Tide hoie\‘rs ;quare and there are - _ |

| 'running down to i:he socket and no ‘lashing ho'ies.“‘rhe ‘blade” siot is: at ,

A right angles to the line hole and a. trianguiar iron end blade 1s heid S
"j"'in piace by an- iron rWet.. Biade length is 55 mn and head iength is k

‘g.90 m. The third herpoon head is a bipointed bohe/antier specimen, |

.:' 215 mm . Tong. with t igouged 4:ho‘|'es.l,.,, .I,'t"r designation as a- hnrpoon head '-_' L

-". *5 QUEStionab‘le_ e

witﬁ'\iosed sockets and dorsai spM\The ivory specimen has a b]ade
T

.t pairs of bi'lateraﬂy dri',l1ed lash'lng Holes. The: 1Imn end blade 5. .. -
. rhe'ld tn place by an iron rivet! Total leng“fh is 108 m. The other '.
Wt * ; L e

Thule § harpoon head i‘s~made of antler.. Ii: is very thin end ghe dorsn -

":surface forms ‘a ridge. The line hoie is square with 'Iashing grooves

Shars Ko s LI ST S e ) LI T e Wt

: "f‘-Hiarboori,i-'ore'sha_i:'ts;? 3 spe&':.inien_s.;, SIS D

o B Y

4 ‘l',

These are eH bone/antler specimens of rather crude maqufaoture. A S

PR

. the distai end One specimhas a sinqie ‘lateral line ho'ie which is ' :.".
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'the third has a sman central Hne hole and 1s scarfed at. the pnoxdmal o \

- ) !‘ ’ . . o
“B) LAND HUNTING eou:mzm
R Lance Heads. 3 sﬁthnens. T ST '} o
R ._‘..-- ) o NN -1"\2@{, J . . e ‘ n -

These are f'lxed 'Iance heads of bone/antler materio] oﬁé is a : T
' w '_:sp'Ht ?1ece of bone or antlér with straight para‘l'le‘l sides. The 1ron ' .
. end blade 1s riveted Onto the canceﬂous SUrface of the bOne using two } A
L “fron rﬂrets. The blade is tanged and 'Ianeeo1ate and the sides of the ,
‘tang converge toward the base. Blade 1ength 'ls 92 Im with a max‘lmum .

_ wfdth of 32 mm.. There is a sma'll lashing ho'le qt the pro‘ximal end of j
' the bone. . Total’ Tength 1;176 mm, . The largest hancehead - 235 nm 'Iong f
' «-"and 22 m, wide - has a tapering tang. A lateral. 11ne hole 1s Iocated | ?
: a " Jus‘t above the tangi‘ Part of an 1ron end bTade, that was likely trian« : 1
-,’ ‘ 'l" : : ._gq]ar 1n shape. 1s held in place by an 1ron mlvet., The third specimen . | ;
‘) o o | s 135 mm 1ong and has a wedge-shaped tang.‘ There is a lashing hole at - o :
f "’ ‘ " ‘ ' J_n' "approx‘lmately the centre of the 1anceolate body.‘ The end b1%1§h}on : -'.I ‘ '
R ,‘.'and part of the r'lvet ho!e 1s present ' ' T
5: o Arrowheadﬂs‘ /é/ Soecimens. ‘ o _
i R [ - | These are Jﬂ ,bone/antler specimens with lengths rang1ng f!om |
g o I- 5 A 132 mn - 250 m. Onl one specimen has an’ oquue out tang, straight
5‘ ;.' K 3 ,:. :_' i parane] sides and no berbs.v The others a‘n have conical tangs lJut are
; L fs'lighﬂy different ln other attr1butes. There s one specimen heving R
L ’, ’..?“’.-"_.,no Spiirs. oh the tang and a barbless b]ade. g Another nas n0; “spirs’ bqt has’ S
mor{e barb. A th‘lnd Specimen has one unﬂateral spur and is harbTess but "; ’ ,
: | fis fitted uith an 1ron end blade 45 m long. Finany, there 1s a mu1t1-;"“ ’

- . ’:,'«barbed errowhead with twe symetriceny opposed spurs on the t&ng. The

[ ©
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“three pairs of bilateral barbs are: symetrically oppefed}‘:‘!

K 'E)":M.E,N'S TooLs, .- / " o

o ’ B - . . N . N .
) ! S -,_ l \ 1.,4 S e 110 - .‘/ - . . ) H
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’;~:'_ B‘o'ws':' 1 spec"lmeh.‘. . ‘ o g .
T AT T
c) FISHING EQWENT IS I .,],, ,

Fish Spear eentre Prongs. 2 szens.

s
\ ‘“ ¢

Both centre prongs are pointed at the ﬁstal er;d and have tapertng }

" wedge- shaped tangs for fitting between thg side. prongs. There is a
, \_ drﬂ!ed 1ash1ng hole in the centre of the spec1mens where the tang begins

to taper. One 13 barb]ess ('Iength 205 mia) and the otﬂer has three

latera'l barbs, two on one side aLd one on ﬁe othel" ( length 244 m)
- F1sh1ng Line Holder' 1 sPedmen. ."), " ‘ | ' L n e

© oy

' This Hpe bolder is typical bf Caribou Eskinfo spec'imehs .desc.:r{t'aed'.
by Birket-Smith (1929&) NN

‘s

| D) TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT LT e

e :
There is a fragment of a wobden kayak frame.

'~"4Kn1_fe' :Ha,nd'!esé .'-2 si:.e'cjmeps, e ,\&‘
RN e R
One specimen is an antler kn'lfe hand'le 110 m 'ln length and 25 mm

in width. rectangular 1n shape with a sus'i}ensiorr hole at the proxinlal ; /\ g

The tﬂade slot dimensions are 21 nm by 5 mn. The other specimen

is made of wood and ha{im 1rregu1ar shape at ‘the pr-ax‘lmﬂ end but con-- i ,

forms to a more rectangular form at the d'lsta1 end It {s Bf mn long
.o N ﬂ'L ot

and has rust stains 1n the blade slat‘
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) | “’..‘éen% arct1c manner. Treeye s'Hts are fqir]y w1de - 5.5 m'n[ . -

| befor-e omﬁ'T\I fon. One blank has not been carved at an. For the other

" specimen; th nqse facet is- formed and the area behind the right eye s
""‘-'carved out. : Af‘tahz po‘lnt 4 the construction th

SR odbecame too t.hint_":
3 :and broke. Th b‘lank was erly reaected L ‘ o

Gro'ov1ng Toofls{: 2 specimens. S
REVED : . S e
Both specimens haVe rectangmar bone/anﬂer handles._ SmaH' :thin;
. fron blades are fitted 1nto the dis\tal ends of the ﬁ‘and'l’es.% The tool

1\5 type of ngovmg or carving 1mp ement fBlade 1engths-‘ 38 rrm a.nd

.35 b]ade w1dths approximate1y 10 m, - ~“.’ﬁ”

-

The

dength 242 m” - 7\' R T ““

AR '~'I_ /\/

Snow Goggtés’(-; specimen:. S f'; ' “,-"_. ‘ o '.. 4

T

. e )
A S

ra.

N Snow Goggl{e B'lanis- 2 Specimens,.‘j_“'.‘ ¥ S 7 T A -

. .
-
|"

fa Both gec‘lmens are of wood and represent two stagesiof construction

?sd;‘:gw “'-ZE“)"N'““"‘W s

r\ow-l_(nife Bygfges: I;pecimen[. | :“ s

lade 'ls made of wha]e bone and’ belongs to- a two-piece snow EEE

Loy

e
W * i

1
NSRS e

| F.QU': 0_1_ghe_r tin‘ drﬂled Ta hing holes are present. This plate vas er]y L “
- used t_o'-fi"n' ithe\\lade to. the hand'le. Co e ' T ‘&\“ .
Harpoon Ice\f‘lcks: ‘ 1_'s'o'ec1men. ** S 2 N o
| This speciﬁen \'{s a harpoon 1ce pick made of bone. It 1s 2 triangu- ’
1ar head Iwith a. roundeﬁ blunt dista'l end, K shou'lder separates the \
’head from a wedge-shapeh tang which has four dri Hed' lashfng holes. | }

Ee? B . ' . . R .
. The pair is Yroken.. They are fashioned from wood in the typ1ca1 oo
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nA B ) IQ ., B . : ) . ‘
B U R
o ‘ F)‘ HOMEN S TOOLS AND HOUSEHOLD EQUIPMENT - ‘ ‘
o FY Sk1n working/Scrapfng Tools- 2:spec1quens;‘
:"_{ SR - o Both too]s are sth antler, rectangu'lar 1n shape with rounded
: Lt cortical surfaces and flat to nghtly copcave cancellous surfages. 1’hese
latEer surfac-es are worn. One ‘specimen has four drﬂ!ed holes, jthe
other has a sing}e hote in the centre. '..: K
~'-:-“-“«ii‘f'f_ ,Snow. Beat_er: , 1, s'pe‘cmen. o
: g L ot | s
e o . This specimen 1s made of wood., The distal tip fs broken aﬂd the
' 0.'. incomp'lete 'length is 410 mm, Tt has a: unﬂaterﬂ “knob;tat the proxima‘l ‘lr.‘
o L end.-for heft{ng, AT D [ /
i ~Lad1és: " 3spe'c1rﬁens.u'. e S

ey e ,'.’, ' Two of these THdles are ;nade irom n\usk-ox ‘hornd and one 1s wooden. o
\, e f A three are made a]ong the same style of those descrlihed in B1rket- C
‘ Smith (1929;) TheSe spec‘lmens are smaH lad'lds. - W ,". 2

N
g .

EPE
f .

One f‘ragment 1s very smaﬂ and te'ns nothing of the' shape or s1ze '

Vessel consists of an ova1 k waH p1ece or ret 1ner rim with square} |
perforations a]ong one edge “The bnttom of the %esse1 1s wooden, ova1
‘ in shape and s'thtly pollow._ There are tm square 1vory pegs in situ

in'two of the perforations. designed to ho‘fd th? wall piece to ;he '  IA

base. The length of the vesse1 bottom 15 approximately 80 mn. ,

. - . . :_,‘ f . . . e e - ! ‘N‘ ’ '

T ‘ 1‘ ) L ’ .

5 . . :‘, i . g .o - t" |. .

NN PR = g
’ ‘ ‘D : - ) ! -‘s

S "Vessel'l;'ragnenf;s': 2 s‘pecfmen's."' A Rt v _

of‘ the vesse1 The other 1s nearly complete but in poorwcondition. The J '
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( B N.' .. ? Drum gtiok: 1 epec:men e . ;. ‘~ -
R ‘m{‘ J‘ o The hand% sect1on e of this wooder‘r specimen 1s '142 mn 1ong and __\ e
B ' has a knob at the proximaﬂ eh\i -The head of the drum stick 1s 182 mn 1n
. length ST f ne T e
- The coHection al 50 1nc1uded a few, unidentifiable p1eces wFuch _'
wi'H not be d'lscussed The owious problem with th%s colhection 1s e J
-~ that the proven'lence of the artefacts is not known ‘and therefore asstgn-

Q(\ 1ng the coﬂection to, one. <:u1ture 15 difficult and perhaps ot Justi- ’ .
SO ( fiable. However, the overa]l appearance of the Specimen# 1n -the co'ﬂection “
e 1nd1c“"3§ a tempora1 pllac1ng at.c.-A.D: 1700-1900 A‘Ithough there are .

1 a few elements which tend to T*lnk the coﬂection to the Thu‘le period N 7 .

"“‘, Co ’”“‘(;uch as the Thu'le style of harpoon hhads, the two-piece whale bone snow, $

; N \/\/ knife blade, and arrowhead sty1es) there are reasons for ascribing 1t to

: D ‘,.} the late historic Thule or rece’\t Caribou Eskimo per'lod F{rst. 1ron _,.‘ ’ -", . S
::' s used often and 1n varfous mys Secondly, the stylé\of certain arte-".," W

facts @he presem:e of 1mp1ements not found 1n a typica‘l Thule ‘ ‘
g assemb]age serve to bear out this hypothesis. The harpoon heads although -
bas'icaﬂy belonging to the Thule type &, have square Hne holes and ere 7
. of a more receot st,yle. The mush-ox horn 1ad1es and the wooden fisthe =

YR SGat el T i hbeiit

ho1der are a1so ’later e’lements,ﬁn the co‘llections. . Some of the specimens “ :

described here are manifested 1n other centra‘l arctic hi#toric Imﬂt R .

N , sitqs. : From the Netsi'Hk River Graves ‘on Booth'la Peninsula there 1s. a _:-.'7; 4
\ e 'Jgrooving tool of the same sty1e as the one “in the E‘skivsggPoint conection L
L (Vans‘tone 1962 53 10) 'l'his tool 1s also fourid 1n ‘the Copper Eskimo ' L ik
T area (Hcdhee 1972-90h) Arrovmeads vrlth 1ron end b'lades occur 1n his- &
ok !toric assamblages (Vanstone 1962 sz-o. 11, 16. 7-3 RE Mcahee 1972 82f) " S
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were numerous along that coast 1n the rnonth of July‘ HoweVer. traveﬂing

: S o’ Y IR

L Y X e

3 e SR

.: as. do centre prongs very sim1 I"ar to the Eskimo Po1nt specimen ( :'Ghee ] ~
1972; 47b). It seems reasonable to "‘Sume a date of c. A D. 1700—190@ ""
for this collect‘lon. R S y s A ,» o EI
:# ﬁyme archaeological evidehce espec1a1'ly that from Meliadine/.l' J Sxg

suggests that at the beginning of the historic Thule phase. subsistence

».

and’ setﬂelpent probably continued c'lose]y a]ong the pattern of the modi-, . ERE

f1ed 'l'hu]e phase. Thus, Far. however, the best evidence for ¢hfs phase - N
\13 found 1n documentan}\sources of the ear]y ‘lath century.} These SOurces :_' ”
reveal thatcchere seems to have been a reinstatehrent of wha‘Hng. at least |
on a sgaH-sca‘le and poss{bly on'ly:for the purpO'Se of trading»-to the , ‘

Hudson s Bay Company. or possibly o broadenf the resburce base.,

.’ , \ The presence of,plnu'itr Hv1ng on the coast 1 n. the summer has beeno S y
K ' '. 1. {
docbmented since 1717, . In that year Kn'lght saw peop1e"'1n umiat off Cape oo

Eskimo nd he reported that\they came ahnuany to buﬂd their boats. ,
This trip mUSt have been maqe during a period of opemwater. It is doubt—
ful that the 'Inuit/wou}d have wintered at Churchﬂl because the nature of ;

PR
. P A

the Sea 1ce a]ong the coast South of Eskhno Point 1s very poor f0r 1ce
hunting methods. After the buﬂding of Fort Pri nce of Hales, }the Inuit
‘ population was distributed north of Nhale Cove._ Sumer trading voyages ‘
north from the forttafter 1718 estabH shed the preseht.e of these h1 storic o

","~ Thu'Ie peop'le between Wiale Cove and Harble lsland As during the modiu . ;;/,f

fied ‘l'hu]e phase. the favourfte coastal 'locat‘lons were _on: 1sjmds and .
promontor-ies.~ Open water whaHng and sea'ling from ﬂl_‘_‘_a_t_,. or‘ “Hshi ng" . e
“as 115 (1749) ‘put: 1t, were the mafn ackivites at this tiiie. The - L
period during which these sun‘mer coasta'l ectivi‘ties were carried out .‘ -
appears to have been rather abbreviated In 1747 En'ls noted that Inuit

down the ceast: to Churchﬂl 1n August 1746. no natives were sighted. 3 .',
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Apparently,vtheyﬂhad gone inTand for the productive faTT caribou hunt,

::‘ ; Co- . In]and resources seem to have had a substantial role in th/’subsistence :Al.‘s’
R of ‘the historio Thu]e Inuit " The people who wintered on MarbTe Tsland ‘

with James Knight in 1720 -21 Teft the isgand to go’ iniahd in the eariy

lspriné before the ice broke up. presumably to hunt caribou and musk-ox

i;,i:_ , ~ + The Inuit encountered by Swaine at Chesterfield Inlet in Juiy 1747 had
: “ , | lquantities of fresh venison as weii as an abundance of sealhammai i
; . SGHERT. IO o
? ) ’, ﬂ: Although the historic Thuie peopie were dqﬁng some open water
?'Erl-”.‘_" _. . whaiing, they -did not pursue this activity in-a particulariy enthusiastic

manner. From ai] accounts, the trade in whale products with the west.

| coast Hudson Bay Inuit seens to have been. inconsaquentfai to the Hudson 5

) Bay Company (Robson 1965, Niiiiams 1969) Robson and Andrew Graham '
’attributed this to the irreguiar arrivai of the Company s'trading sioop :

a-,.f to whaie Cove and other coasta] p]aces. The Inuit were " never anxious

- ) . N
S e
>

v fto wait long for the vessei, and hy the beginning of August had usuai]y
. “Teft the COast in order to hunt oaribou in the interior as previousiy 5
"Jmentioneda Presumably. fishing for char at stone weirs was stiTT an B
sfimportant part of the aﬁhuai round. . .’ I
';, There is no evidence to substantiate the’ kinds of winter subsis-
' ‘F4' tence activities atathis period but it may bebassumed that these were‘~[
:*{simiiar to the winter cyc1e of the modified Thule phase concentrated
2.sett1ement on the sea ice expioiting sea-mamma] re50urces.: e '
. i " DweTTings were probab]y simiiar to those of the modified ThuTe :
o f -f'-_.phase - skin tents Snow houses and gggmg__with substantiai foundationsj:
‘ :,} in’ the intermediate easons. S " IR S R j: ”;Adﬁg':'
' - Trapping had not yet become a dominant aspect of the seasonai :

S R -‘I-xg'ﬂround by the.end of the historic Thuie phu e. As mentioned in Chapter 1,
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' vthe Hudson $ Bay Company reiied on the Athapasrans for furs-at this time, e

e 0il and baleen

annual trading‘journeys were - initiated. . _‘ o js:.«..

tﬂmﬁwﬂm;&“m:%ﬂw' o "i”" A{,L o

'from ethnographic collections..
- preservation conditions

‘:xCarihou Eskimo and’ Northern Indian skeletai remains.
' were 1ocdted from four main fOCa] areas:

Lake, Ferguson‘River -and Fort Prince of Haies.

| surface Features such as caches and tent rings.
'.inciuded many European objects
a brass brow band; a needie case made from a brass rifie casing. a brass

: thimble' an ename] cup, and rifie sheiis.

Y >

e £ LI

and the Inuit supplied oniy caribou. hides' and some onf skins as weii as L

At the end of the historig Thuie phase, a few Inuit had .

'begun to -travel -to. Churchiii where they were taught to use fire-arms. and

@

Sites: representing the Caribou Eskimo period in the Theion Riverh c e

Baker Lake area are poor i artefattual remains Those artefacts which

‘have been found do not add significantiy to- the range of materia]s known .

The evidence of a chipped stone technoiogy

at. these sites is notableﬁ?but probably made up oniy a smail part of the j 5':'

tota1 assemb]age which has: now 1arge1y disappeared becaUse of poor -

Y -,
y ‘s

& .

'In 1964 Merbs (1964) carried oui a surVey 1n southern Keewatin

and northern Manitoba‘with the intent of increasing the cotiectidn bf '

North Henik-Oftedai Lake; Baker -
In the North Henik-

.Oftedai Lake regions two buriai sites consisting*of five recent (within

the- past 100 years) Pad]imiut graves were . excavated. There were aiso

The associated artefacts 5ﬂ

a brass teiescope with four extensions,

V

More traditionalartefa:fs e

. ';. ‘1nC1Ud9d’ WOdEn ha"‘ stiCkS'l wooden mow gogg]es a bOﬂé bow df‘f”

L shaft. a wooden snow beater' 4 man s knife with a wooden handie and an '

'"‘Lfi" i 'F“r‘”"

iron blade, a fishing line handie. and a wooden pipe bouﬂ and stem ‘1,; L

. 4-!
. ‘ . 4 ‘l-' ")
. . . -t 4 - « . r . * - o .
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o N i . . I L - . . PO
.. . . . , . . S . 3 . . - :
. P - . L [ S .t .o ! -, .- ! -
. v . . v " bl

Twelve Inuft graves EEERE
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"ffragmenti The Baker Lake site has ohe grave which probabiy belongs to

ca Qaernermiutaq. There were no associated artefacts. .

-
%

‘Other scattered finds are reported from Griffin Lake, ‘Dimma Lake,
: I R 1Kaminak Lake, and Ennadai Lake.iFThis materia] was examined at the -
:";? SR Archaeoiogicai Survey of Canada, Nationa] Museum of Man in Ottawa. Arte-

_facts are few but again have a strang Europeanielement - iron lance | R

| point, a mefai tube with fiat spatuiate ends, a. drii] shaft with 8 square R ;- o
.“.:: i nail bit, china fragments and a saw blade fragment Other artefacts L
‘~ifound in these areas are' a wooden snow probe,: an antler iance head a f
' wooden knife handle, a woodgn fishing iine hoider and some fiaked quart- ‘
A zite material. o L SR ": o

‘ Essentia]iy, all’ of the information concerning Caribou Eskimo cu1~'i“-f

' ture comes from histgricai accounts and the work of Kaj Birket-Smith

L a member of the Fifth Thule Expedition. From these sources. the chrono-

T . ar S

'jiogicai piacing of the &aribou Eskimo cuTture period and the nature of .

sty gt

\the seasona] round of activities can be deterLihed R "{‘ i

RPN

_,E,iii_ ' ",: . 3 Sometime near the end of the 18th century or the beginning of the .. .

-19th century, some groups of the. west coast "Hydson’ Bay Inuit popuiation. o lg;_f;f

i

began to. inhabit the interior barren grounds on a yeareround basis‘ This, TSI

‘ z'accorddng to our definition mentioned previous]y. was ‘the begihning of L
t i 'j.: ’ : h}\the Caribou Eskimo cuiture period Four geographic sub-groups were . 4

‘ .‘ 'frecognized within the maJor grouping of Caribou Eskimos (Birket-Smith

% :7'.‘,~3‘ :»{_::: 1929a) Qaernermiut, Hauneqtornnut Harvaqtormiut and Padlimiut. As o
- --‘Birket-Smith points out it is difficuit to designate ciear boundaries '; -
R _ between these sub-groups., Nor is it desirabla to do. 50:0n account of -
’i: . : \‘ . .the sociai structure and expioitative pattern bf aboriginai Inuit hunt-

a"‘:'l }" ing groups‘ Membership may easily have fTuctuuteddfrom one grcup_to x

another with few if any. sociai repercussions. ) .-“' fJ‘..~F. ’v PR
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-fCaribou ESRimo sub

'._’.-.119-','_--' T

Some families oJ bands of each of ‘the sub-groups likely remained

1 in the interior all year round whereas others of: these minor groupings.

:would spend limited time at the coast and the remainder of the " year in-ﬁ|' e

Jand. Among the Qaernermiut. one or two families would even spend the .{ '
.
entire year at the coast. Figure 8. shows a simplified schematic repre-

' sentation of the selsonal round of economic activities for the Ffour

roups. The exploitative pattern for the coastal

'anernermiut is based on the seasonal round of the:Iglulingmiut (Damas
- 1969). = '.' [ o SRR --‘:-"_. T e

" as the Kinnepatoo in ‘the early literature on Hudson Bay. They inhabited f;p

The Qaernermiut, “dwellers of the flat land“, were referred to"“

PR

-‘pthe area north and north-west of Rankin Inlet around Baker Lake and
' 'Chesterfield Inlet., Boas (1907) placed their numbers at 146 individuals ’ 3
_in -1898, By the early 1920 s. the population was counted at 90 individuaﬂS‘ ‘g

. j(Birket-Smith 1929a) "Dwellers where bones abound"; the Hauneqtormiut, | f w'; ‘

- inhabited the area west of’ the ‘coast between Rankin and. Dawson Inlets

: ;'where rapids abound“. was on the barrens in the rdgion of the lower Kazan 5 ;iﬂ

o towards the’ Kazan River.. The Hauneqtormiut had a population of 54. 1n :. SRR
.;the early 1920 s (ibid ). .The’ territory of the Harvaqtormiut. “dwellers o

; Eskimo sub-groups with an. estimated population of 2] 2. They were found .
‘,along the coast from Dawson Inlet to Churchill inla‘d to the tree 11ne ;- '

L. _south of the Thlewiaza Riverz(ibid ) SRR ﬁi:;-,

‘River. A population of . 76 individuals ‘had been estimated for this ;ub-
group by Birket-smith The Padlimiut formed the largest of the Caribou

N T R [

and in the upper reaches Gf the Kazan River.: Inuit amps are rare however, ;/-'

The seasonal round of the Caribou Eskimos seen to have been

' centred around hunting caribou and trapping. An account from 1879 °

states thaq "The llnnepatoos, who 1nhabit the shoretof Hudson s Bay in .']-j~ if

Ly s v SO -
: ARG

AT




| “the sunmer It was probably such a grbup reported 1n .Ju'ly 1846 when

o hunting may have been carr1ed on to some extent. as caribou were found

- '.rof the’ ye r .and

| -menths. .trapping for fox
S s winter pelts wet;g_i .
o -i.'v.actﬁviti’es, carthod "

e I 1%0"'3'.'
.. the vicinity of Chesterf'le'ld Inlet and 1ts tributaries are the onT_y

tr’lbe I know of who Hve a]mostl exc?us1vely upon the reindeer. Indeed

.they on1y km a- suff1c1ent number of wa]rus and sea] to prov*lde them . "
. with shoes ‘and g]oves for sunmer wear (Gﬂder 1966: 181) This statement
| 1sy 1ndeed appHcable to all the {:aMbou Eskimos. The w1nter was spent
'1n the 'Interior. - Some bands or famﬂy groups of the Qaernemiut Haun-

,eqtormiut "and Padeiut came to the coast for u uttug seaHng 1n the '

A,
L

AJohn Rae saw teénts on an 154and 1n Knapp s Bay - and saw smoke from fires

“at Hhale /Cove (Rae 1970) Walrus may have been 'less 1mportant south of .

_1ng was ‘done from canoes. using r1f1es (B1rket-Sm1th 1929a). : Caribou

at the coast a‘lthough the meat and skins ‘at hiF 1me of the year a '
of poor quath. Nﬂd fovn played I m1n?r part in the subs‘lstence bu :

' - some birds were avaﬂab]e 1n the sunmer months. Collectmg actWittes

' f such as egg gathering and berry—picking were pursued to a Hmited extent. ¥

. At the beg1nn1ng of August the. surllner coastan groups 'Ieft f'or the f‘a'ﬂ LF

o 'oaribou hunt in. the 1nterior.‘ In September 1893 the Tyrrells met a’ '4
‘boat]oad of Qaernet‘miut 1n Chesterfield Inlet moving 1n1ahd from the

, coast for the- car{ bdu huht’ (TyrreH 1908) Th‘! s was the principal hunt

tn kefy 'Iasted untﬂ the ehd of autumn. The major char

¢ .
I

) simﬂar to the prec'eeding Ehases, was an Tmportant event‘ ln the winter

able for trading.. AS, for direct subsistence

' “'unted‘ thrroughout the winter and freshwater

. oo :r'
. . e
. 2y
) i

13
e

L N
v

' 1ate spring, remaimng for the open water hunting of - sea‘ls and: walrus in -

Chesterﬁe]d Inlet. When Birket-Snith was in the area, open water hunt-

- run also occurred during the autumn and 1ntensive fi shing at tone weirs.

O

d other fuL'-bearing an1ma1s was avid‘ly pursued,"
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R fonner Thule popu]ation. These peop]e bad. a heavier reHance on sea- . " '
o mdmal resources. mqutug seaHng during the' winter, ugtug sealing 1n ‘

- ‘spring and open water hunting of sea‘ls and walrus from boats 1n the sun'mer.
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B f‘lsh1ng, whic}l played a stab]e ro‘le throughout ‘the seasonal round was

heavﬂy reHed on. Although there does not seem to have been a. part'lcu‘lar

B season dur1ng which the Inuit *sought_musk-oxen, it may have been 1n

. spring, during times of food shortage. that this an1ma1 was hunted

The Qaernerm‘lut whom G'l]der met. near Baker Lake in January 1879 hunted.
' - musk-oxen annua'lly in the spring. “The Tyrrel'ls traded for musk-ex skins

" on their trip across the barrens 1n the sun‘merla-? met a. famﬂy of Ha%l
",vaqtormiut or, possib1 y Qaernermiut who vere - hunting ‘musk-0x- near Hharton '

s Lake. Due to 1ega1 restrictions. musknoxen have not been hunted since
. the 1920' | s ' '

Among the Qaernermiut were one ‘or two famﬂies who (Nved year-round

' . at the éoast 1n a sfmﬂar manner to the neighbour'lng Aivﬂingmiut and the :,,

Secondary walrus hunt1 ng was a1 s0 carrf ed out durl;}g the season of mau'l‘lgtug

‘seaHng.. .More recent!y, nets welre set for char feed*lng offshore in the -

-suminer. Presumab'l,y caribou were" alsb hunted as.a secondary Tubsistence L

g "actMty. s e

Trade w1th Enlropeans wat always 1mportant to the Caribou Esk1nos. =

| :Between 1790 when the ‘Budson' s‘Bay Company ceased its northmrd trad1n9 "

: -'._-vdyages and ther ear'ly 1900 s when other coasta1 and 17\1605 POStS were .
,-':-_"established the Car'lbou Eskimos had “to’ Journey to. cnurchm An order e "

, ’ _,"to trade. Mdst gmups er1y mdde th1s trip either 1n the late spring. R
when sled trave] was stﬂl poss1b1e, or during the oper? water period

for baat travel. Some of the more #outher%y Pade{ut found it conventent

'.f.'ito trave'l 300 mﬂes to Relndeer Lake n Saskatchewan however these e
;,v*lsits Were discmtinued after 191! (Harper 1964) S o - . ,l o
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The presencg of wha'lers at Marble Is'lahd after 1860 attracted o

che A1vning|n1ut from north of the Caribou ESkimo area as we'l‘l as some |

Qaernermiut to trade and - work at the sh'lps i n sumner and. w1nter, but ,

=lt was predom1nant1y the Aivilingmiut who came. "In January 1878 \}: | .. o

Aivﬂingm1ut from as far north as Whale Point on Roes He1come Sound -

apassed Schwatka s camp on Depot IsTand on their way to winter tradﬂng -

at Marb]e Island { \:Hnter trading was' conmon 1n years when the 1ce con- - ’
| ditions were stab1e between the ma1n1and and Marble IsIand An 1mportant' L :

o L consequence of the contact Mth whalers wes the 1ntroduct10n of wooden

[

w7 whaling boats whfeh becamé a substitute fof the ‘unfaq. witat yere " [ S
. | ebandoned 'In this area e‘lther previous to the whaling contact or as a _.

| resu]t of 1t* whichever the case, E111s report of 1748 *is apparently '; -

the last to mention the skin boats. o R .
' SOmeI Inuit of ’the 1nter10r had neVer traded directly with

_ Europeans al though they possessed European 1tems through trtde with
o other Inutt (TyrreH 1908) The archaeo'logy and ethnography af the | e
Caribou Eskimo Ireveals that their. material cu1 ture had a strong Eurqpean o ‘-'
element reﬂect1ng a cr1t1ca1 dependence on these trading act1v1t1es. N o i‘j o

¥

IR

Popu]ation Expansfon AIOng Hest Ciast Hudson Bay I

y Archaeologicﬂ” s1tes are knovm to be scattered along the coast ’_

‘ and 1n the 1nterior f'rom CheSterr}\i-e’fd Inlet to C‘hurchﬂ'l 1nd1cating a
ont1nu0us oedupation qf the area from Thule to, contemporary t,hnes .
During the Caribou Esk“lmo per1od sfnce 1775 the who‘le of this- region oo
has been occupied by the Inuit Th1s 1s not true for the Thu]e period ' -
(see f1gure 9) s ' |
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\ - tends }:o place the Thu1e occupation of. the Caribou Eskimo area at c. '
, % A. D 1200 1775 A]ong the. coast, early Thu'le sites are onl_y found 1n the
’ o | = horgh\‘}'n-most Caribou Esk1mo area, in fact there is only one site in
N this arEa Ig1u11gardjuk dated as ear1y as A D. 1200 There 1s no
- archaeo]ogioal evidence ’so far. to 1nd1cate a Thu]e ocCUpaﬂon south of . [ Co
the Ehesterfield In'let area before tf'ne century preceeding the historic ' o
N [ s ...period which began tn 1610. The artefdtt assemblages anid. col'lections
| from the area do not appear to be as early as those from Igluligardiuk,, N
. Sﬂumiut or any of the northwest coast assemblages but rather show some
. relationship tq the hi storic period ‘Unfortunate1 y, the few artefactua'l
rematns froZ/ both 1nterior and coastal tent ring s’i tes Hmits 1nterpre- ‘
Ly tations to 'the fact that people were. therel and to. hypotheses about the
' n natua:e and season of the site occupat1ons. We can glean some 1nformat1q;1
_ about setﬂement and subsistence patterns but very Httle e]se. The ..
pauc1ty of artefactua1 ﬁnds pers1sts from: Thule. to contemporary Inuit
A ’ occupations. Excavat'lons of semi- subterranean house ruins from the Thu1e
N perlod are more rewarding and the MeHadine-l assemblage begins to give
. us a picture of the materfa‘l culture of the transitiona'l Thule phase and
'( offers some cr1ter1a for re'lative dating. . At any rate. Rankin Inlet -
supported 3 Thule popu]at‘lon by at ]ea}st the‘ﬁrst ha1§: of the 17th cen-

:_ . turys and sometime before 1700 the Thule people?\had reached Churchﬂl ~ -

—
.

7 Lo T N
/ o e .‘ It does not seem er'ly that any evidenCe of an extenstve Thu1e occupat1on

(,
R of: the coast south of Eskimo Point wﬂl be found “The c.oast]‘lne and ice
e o : ~cond‘lt1ons are not p}arttcuiar]y amenable to 1ce hunting methods and other
G T : food resources wou]d not ecessarﬂy attract the Inuit downqthe coast

L for hunting since the same resources were abundant to 'the north of Eskimo
‘ 5.

| Point Perhaps the occupration of this coast bef'ore t'he Caribou Es]dg,o w
K "'.Period took the form of short seasona1 forays to Church'l'l‘l for wood. L
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. rather than long-term hunt1ng activ1t1es . DR -
2 ' R
On the barren grounds the Thelon River‘-Baker Lake area seems
</' . ~ito” have been occupied sometime during the modified Thu1e phase (A D, ;

IZUO 1610). It has been 5uggested that ttﬁs occupation occurred on a .- " " , .

j seaqona] ba 1s " Fhe peop]e. representatives of the coastal popuhtion. o '.
| would have entered the-reg'lon by way’ of Chesterfield In]et and Baker o
Lake for -the fali caritou hunt and 1n order to col'lect wood (Harp 1961)
- The archaeo]ogical ev1dence from southern Keeuatin, taken with
N the evidence frpm documentary sources, specifica'ﬂy that of Hearne and
Tyrreﬂ which was discuss!ed in thé preceeding chapt‘er, suggest‘ that there
' was no, Thule occppat'lon of these parts of “the barren grounds possib1y L Ny L
because the In 1t did not f1nd 1t necessary to go 1n1and to reach the
tree Hne at Churchﬂl the tree 1ine reached the coast This suggests
N ‘. that Inui

hoved 1nto thls area at some time after c. A. D 1775 and
formed the local popuiat'lon whose people came to: be ref'erred to geo-
v _' T _,graphitaH as{%‘ne Padeiut. T

Spe ulation suppor“Eed by the meagre arcnaeo'log'lca] remains and

3 S

W07 TN T R U BT Sve L PRERR S R,

‘ _some early 1stor1c,a1 sources, prompts the foﬂovﬂng mode] for the ex- ‘
% .pansion of he Thu]e popfﬂation 1nto the Caribou Eskimo area. Thé nor-. .
o ; ) R "thern part of che west coast, between Me'lv1l1e Peninsula and Chesterﬁeld ‘
| . 'In1 et proba ly sawa north to\south movement of a coasta] Inu‘lt population g
at around A 3 1200 L On the ba 1s of. artefactgcompar'i sons and chronometr‘io .
—". ' dating, Mc(',artney (19;1) has proposed that the peop]e from Natﬁan and ‘ ]
' _’other contemporaneous northwest coast s1tes were progenitors of the , B
fvSﬂum1ut peop1e It wou'ld then appear “Tikely that tht! population repre- ‘_
" 'i-sented by such sites as Ig‘lul'lgardjuk and S'I‘Ium'lut wete subsequently the “ =

', 4ear1y progenttors of the Thule gr?ups that occup'led the Caribou Eskimo _: ‘
- : ~.c:uH:ure area. The oceupation of the west coast of Hudson Bay south of
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‘ 'Ches'terf'feld and. as far as Esk'.i'nio"Poli'nt‘ 'the.re_fore ‘c':'ame about as the -
result of’ a southward migratlon qu people from the Rohs llelcome Sound
\':area ifter A D. 1200 Causes of. this migration can. onl_y be speculated
: upon /but may have 1nvolved such factors as pobulation pressures or a C
o 'shol\age of ‘food Jesources. R o -
" The occupatidn of - the barrens fn the Thelon Ri ver area was
| 1nitlated after A 0. 1200 when the resident coastal people made seaso\walf -
tri ps to the 1hter10r to take advantage of food and fuel resources. .
| ;-'Extenslve ocwpatlon of the coast between Esk‘lmo Foint and Churchlll’ and‘
year-round habltat'lon of the barren grounds seems td) have taken place . - ol
L _ only slnce c. ‘A, D 1775 o i o ‘ T
| | C Archaeolog1cal evidence has shown that the harren grounds have.
always been a marglnal area as far as cultural development 1s concerned."...
. The 1nterior has never been occupled on a contlnuous year-round basis - -
eﬁcept by some bands of fCarlbou Eskimos (Harp 1961) Nor has any one R o

- wltural group continuously ocet fed the barrens Harp 5 four cultural

tradltlons 1nclud1ng Paleo- an Archa'lc Ind'lan occupatlons. show the —
Varled and discontinuous habltatlon of these regions until the late 18th -
century. Accord'}ng to the archaeologlcal evidence, none of‘ these cultures
CE S or‘lg'lnated or developed on the 1nterior barren grounds (1bfd ) Thus, -

4 oo there 1s no evidence to. support Blrket-Snrlth's hypothesls of a "pnoto- /

Dae E the Caribou Eskflmo cannot be the remnant group of th1s "proto.Eskimo" e “

o Esklmo" stage of Inuit cultural devewpment 1n ‘the area '1t follows that

i RN ’ f stage. Another’ or*lgin for the Carib"ou E,skimo cultm’re must be sought. .
" _' L1t mlght be assumed that the Thule cu‘lture variant:that 1s knovm to have
o occupied the area 1s. ancestral to the, Carlibou Eskino. cult’ure (Mathiassen

2 .‘%1930, Harp’ 1961‘ '-; A""'aﬂ"ogi cal evideﬂce f"°"' the "‘e"‘ coast of ""ds"" B

C ..".Bay has shown ak ntinuous occupatlon from A D 1200 to the present. " .
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.- culture to the Car'lbou Eskimo culture, as defined by B'Ir'ke -Smith

. 127;],'

'Classn: Thu]e (A D. 900 1200) sites are limited to northern Roes Helcome

Sound but mod1f1ed Thule (A D. ,1200-1610), histomc Thu1e (A 0 1610- K

1775) and the Caribou Eskimo peri od are represented on the barrens and . -
L coasta1 regi on’ of west Hudson Bay. Because of the pauc1ty of materiaI

cu1ture rema'ms from . the transit‘ional Thu‘!e per1od 1n th*is area. 1t is f*

e -

d1ff1cu1t 1 shbw the ans between this Thule variant and the (faribou

. Eskimo culture. The presence of a. strong European e'lement in- the material .

. ing chapters I sha1'| attempt to show that the development from the Thu'le

I )
.occurred at a. dramat1c rate. An epranation wi'l'l be off‘ered to account

' -'for the deve'IOpment of the two ‘ma,]or defimng characteri stics of the ‘

culture of the latter gr?up adds to the prob?em However in the fol'lon- .

Caribou Eskimo culture a unique economic orientation, and the ststti- =

'hcaﬂy primitive“ appearance of the mater-ial oulture complex..
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i * ' CHANGE AND CAUSALTTY: THE SEASONAL ROUND. 0F Atnvme‘s C

T This. chapter attempts to deftne the nature of the. cu]tural tran-~
' o e sition which occurred between the modtfied Thule and Car1bou Eskimo .
.- B S phases of Inuit ocqupations along the west coast of Hudson Bay and 1n

‘ ’ ‘. the adjacent barren ground area. | - L |
L : A ‘ }Settlement patterns and types of dwelHngs var1ed accordtng to.

,': R the season and pattern of resource exp]ouatwn. From the Thule period

\ t° the Caribou ESH'“O period severa1 changes in th,ese patterns are ob-* .
‘ served and are best di scussed accord'lng to the season in wh'lch they
“\ UCCWred Sumner coasta ‘s;! s have been 'located on prunentories oren
‘%{ 1s]ands @from Thu]e to recent times. Sktn tents were the- comnoln dwelHng :
\ ?\tructure u“d vhen t"e "e‘“Pe ature waé warm enough to- make such Hving S
comfortame. M°“e r‘etent]y, canvas tents have been used by the Hudson

éay Inuit,. There 1s one’ 1mportant change through t'lrne n- the exp]oita- RE

: . ttve patte‘rn durtng the sumner season. whaHng was not p‘racttced by
‘\ Sl _' the Cartbou Esldmos, whereas the historic Thule peop]e hunted wha1es '
A L nd’ traded the products to the Europeans They a]so subsi sted during l
- kthe winter to a certa1n extent on the{ r sunmer stores of whalemeat

0

' ‘“(Robson 1965) . R u}«

L

- C , e 3
RO '@Ltive patterns during the autumn or] spring seasons fr'om the histor

- -t to Cartbou Eskimo period Autunn Ytas probab'l_y the ttme of year when the
- ‘most per‘manent and concentrated sett'lements occurred at caribou cross- ‘

=

,'-'.'J 1ngs on lakes and rtve’rs orxat the‘stone wetrs. Campsttes were conmomy
A located on htgh ridges to s rve as 2 took-out for game and for cm\lort.

= .,‘_ being dry and r?htive’ly 1nsect fre‘e._ Autumn was a very prbduotive
'.; ,“ RPN e : . :% L ol s 4 ;l‘.‘l‘.,}-: .
S E A P . R
e o - . 4

‘ L . ’ . - - .
- ' s LT . . . : . | »
\ . A . \ .
e . . . e

There does not seemtto haVel been any, great change 1n the e ploita-.
Thule’ .
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' scarctty and settlement was 1ikel

‘,' SeTsons gagmag structures were usfd by both groups. - Ho&ever,

» .
h peop]e. This 15 a simi1ar s1tuation 'to'tha of the historic A1v111ngmiut. K

L - .
. . . [
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. season:*“Spring. to"thé-contrary';ﬁa§7a1ways been & period of food .

very scattered. ‘At t1mes dmring these
structures with heavy foundation of store and turf the Cartppu Eskinm
gagma had 1ce and SROW foundations covered

by skin roofs (Birket Smith
1929a) R \ |

o S . .
- A conSIderabTe change took place between the Thu1e and Caribou Co

Eskimo periods 1n the winter cycle of the seasqnal round Concentrated

attern of the histor1c ThuIe

- settlement in snow houses on the sea ice, eIplo1t1ng mainly sea-mamma1

resources, has been proposed as the winter

w1th the, erEption of the c0asta1 QJernermi t, the Caribdu Eskimos in-

K habited the 1nter1or during the w1nter, the predom1nant act1v1ty be1ng

trapp1ng Snow houses were 10cated 1n low-lying.areas where suitab1e :
snow couf% be found In 1879 $chwatka commented that- they were

u...genera1ly bui]t in 9 deep snowbank fbrmed by’ the wind under the 1ee

T ; of a- h111 and bordering some fresh water 1ake that the Esquimaux know

& 3

T by certain sfgns has not frozen to the bottom“ (Stackpole 1965 38) High . '
‘ ,rﬁdges werzﬂwjnd-swept and fréetof snoP Group size at this time of -

year may have been smaT1, with one or two families break1ng camp occas1on- '

al‘y to f1nd better hunting and trappiny/grounds. "
\' , Four factors may be 1so]ated and d1scussed 1n attempting to ex-

p]ain the fina1 transition frOm the economic orientation of the Thule w

cu1ture to that of the. Car1§pu Eskimo culture cl1mate, change 1n die ary ,

preference, trapp1ng and trading, and use of f1re-arms.

There is no evidence for-maaor changes 1n the c]imate or. env1ron-

L]
.

menta1 cdnditions of Hudson Bay over the past two or three centuries

CIimatic chapge does not appear to have p1aye1 a major part in “the' basic
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.taken up whalin

| ‘preferéncF
'oriented group. they have probab]y aiways[

. whaling forced a greater rgiiance on caribou and other 1and ‘mammals, it

)T."

‘.. ‘i | . - e "-"13-\0‘ - .

. changes in expioitative and-settlement'patterns between the historic ‘

A}

'pThuie and Caribou Eskimo periods. as it may have done at an earlier

) time. The end of the classic whate hunting_Thule>Lu1ture, c. A D 1200

has been attributed to a ciimatic deterioration which interrupted wha]in
ing because of ice expansion which subsequently caused higration diffi-,.h.
;o cu]ties for” the. wha]ef. At this time, the Inuit shifted their econOmic'~,.}

reiianCe to iniand re%ources, caribou musk—ox and fish-and smai‘er

marine manma]s (McGhee 1970 McCartney 1971) The archaeo]ogicai evi- ’
... dence from the modqtied Thu]e phase (A D. 1200—1610) supports this ’

'.suggestion. Despite the evidence for a decline in’ whaiing, wha]es must
-have entered the area at 1east sporadica]]y througﬂgjt the transﬁtionai
Thule period/ The presence of whales in abundance, inciuding ‘the bairen .

hwhales at Marb]e Isiand and Roes Neicome Sound and: be]ugas south as far -

J

"vas Churchii] River, has been ciearly documented during the historic a'
fThu]e phase (A D 1610-1775) and Tater. Documentary sOUrces a]gp relate f S
sthat the Inuit EOpulatiOn during this phase had to ‘a Iimited extent

again, Perhaps the reinstatement of wha]ing came about

- :as d means of broadEning the resource base of the Thule economy which

l.
had diversified and possib]y had become unstab]e since the c]assic '

" Thule phase Otherwise, perhaps the possibiiity of trading with the
’.'.Eurbpeans influenced ‘the reinstatement of whaling Neverthefess, the "
c1assic Thule whaidng pattern was neyer fuliy revived due to European

cbntact and perhaps to what may be referred to as a change in dietary

’

'nlf Aithough the Thule people have bee f]/;#inly seen as 2 marine-
ad

. 'ras a food resource at certain times of. the year. Hhen the decline in '

-
o

an interest In. the caribou "'
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is possibie that this. econdmic pursuit was- considered more desirable than

was whaiing. Certainiy the physicai risk invoived in huhting caribou

from a kayak or. by bow and arrow on’ 1and was not as high as that invo]vad-
in open water wha]ing The Inuit may have consxdered caribou meat more
_ desirable gastronomicai]y. ‘as weii Atlleast among the recent Caribou

'£$k1mos it was preferred -“Sea mamma1 meat was not toa much liked how-‘

-.ever, and, when-there was caribou meat in the camp, the sea mammai meat
was as a ru]e used as dog feed" (Birket Smith 1929a 137) Certain]y

the year-round abundance of caribou on the barrens and coastai area of

'hwest Hudson Bay wouid have facilitated thJ adaptation to.a more. intensiveliﬁ_,
. }“-‘pursuit of this resource. o : .
| . T - The introduction of fire—arms in the 1770'3 may have madelyear-
round habitation on the barren ground possibie for the first tim

‘ Hithout fire-arms we might suspect that the Inuit cbu]d not have\~ur-f ;
viVed the winter on the banrenL, aithough at” other seasons of the year f';.;:
: subsistence activities in the interior cou]d be effectiveiy carried out.
- using aborigina1 technology The lack of fire-arms before the 1770 5 xf.
7may have been’ the chief cause for the abandonment of the 1nterior during -i .
 the winter, Nith snow covering the ground the Inuit found it a]most S
:'_impossible to get close enough to. caribou to use the b0w and arrow _
. . {Gi]de!%s) Their bow was not very effecttve at d distance greater = ﬁ
| o ;_“_, | : than 20 m and observations 1ndicate that the Aivilingmiut and Iglulingmiut
) .swere onTy 12 paces from caribou when they used a bow (Birket-Smith 1929a)
.".Contrary to the "Kinnepatoo“ who 1ived almost exc]usive]y on‘the meat of

' the caribou Giider noted that "The Netchiilik and Odkjoolik tribes iive l"

w3

'most}y by seaiing, and -as they are not provided with fire-arms find it

&aimost impossibie to kiii reindeer when the snow is on the ground“
. '-(Giider 1966 181) As a conseqUence of obtaining r1f1es. the Inuit
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' eventua]ly gave up tpe use of kayaks for hunt1ng swimning deer- in the

"inter1or (BirketaSmith 1929a) John Rae reports a group of Inuit whom
) he met in 1846 that "coésisted of ten fam'll'les. the‘i hunttng grounds -
_ -be'lng situated on the borders of Chesterfield In'let. where they spear ‘a - . o .":“
' A.great number of deer yéhﬂst swimhi ng across 1n autumn" (Rae 1970 27) R

CANET ,This 1mpHes that the disuse of kayaks may have occurred 1n the 1ast ha]f

'ofthe19th century,,. S P T S

Th waning animos1ty between the Indians and the lnuit 1n the :
177p's is probably part!y attributab!e to the Inuit acquiring rif'les wh'fch

- :'put the two groqps on- an equa1 footing.‘ This and the abandorment of the ‘
barren grounds by the Chipewyans around th1s tfme undoubtedly made the Y A
' “barren grounds a more desirab1e area ‘rfor Inu1 t occupation The absence '

' of Ch'lpewyan occupation of ‘the barren grounds and the poss1b111ty of

5 / - sdbsisting on caribou during the w‘lnter months may have been the crudal -
N | '_ factors which 1n1t1ated year-round habitation in the fnterior by\some |
. ’ B Jof the west coast Hudson Bay Inu*lt. - S e |
D .The Inuit have traded with Euwjopeans‘ in Hudson Bay since the 18th

| ' century. Orig'lna'lly, the Hudson Bay Company depended on the Indians for

,::j';/ e K o fursy the Inu'it provid‘lng on'ly caribou and wolf skins and wha1e products.
*- - f B ‘Towards the end of t[he 19th centur_y, wha]e products f'aced a dec'lining

L market and became relative’iy unim rtant, 1n fact the Hudson s Bay Com- -

’ ST pany had ceased its. own wha’le fishery by 1867 A greater enphas‘lS was ‘
J s placed on. trapping, and. after ‘the 1ntroduction of r‘lﬂes, ‘the. Inu1t were
i i Yo T .-', ,

A ab]e to exploit the 1nterior Itrapping ground dur'lng the winter vfhen the

pel ts were most valuab‘le for trade. wolf and wolverine were also hunted
for the1r sk‘lns.,. T LR .' SR
: “The trading companijs. in th1s ared practitaﬂy the Hudso_n s '

Bay company alone, -have :now- brought about a change in . LT
the economy of the Cartbou Eskimos wlrich without betng o
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. revolutionary as. yet s been of far—reaching slgnifl- .

©hm, cance.’ There.has been‘§*decided movement towards giving
Z3fox trapping 8 more profiinent position..:Intensive. fox. =

~‘trapping,.wi thout $mul :aneous. prodiction of meat and’ s
skins’ for. clothing, would: be’ cutrse to’ the Esklmos,... L
(Blrket-Smlth 1929a 101~ 02) T T o ;.;1

» Indeed, the 1 ntroduction of fire-arms and the emphasls on 1nten~ -

' slve trapping ]ed finally to the breakdown of the Caribou Esklmo L

B _exploltative pattern, 'L "It 15 not to be denied ‘that the 1ntroductlon of S

' '_the rifle and binoculars have thtened the work of the’ caribou hunter,.
'?whether thls 1s a permanent advanta&e is on the other hand another '
: .question. Thepe forelgn 1nvent10ns have - also served to make 1nd1v1dual '
huntlng more prominent thah was previously the case,‘f (Birket-Smlth 1b1d.: ]
! 106-‘07). and frobably al so affected the - settlement patterns and the ' K '
slze of gropps found on the bar?en grounds. In the 20th centUry, the )

Pad’l hn'lut of the upper Kazan R'Fver had an annua‘l range that . extended on'ly e

~

. few mﬂes along the i ver and to some lakes close’ by. Further travel
was apparently unnecessary 1n years of normal carlbou abundance (Harper
1964) Trapping probabl y also limlted the range of the barren gx’ound "
Inuit restrlcting small groups ‘to an area where they coiﬂd regularl _y
o check the trapHnes ‘ _ ' _
' The 20th centur_y saw a probable reduct*lon 1n the Inult pOpulatlon
: on the barren grqunds as a. result of per‘lodlc starvatton. The years
: 1919 1946»-47 and 1950 have been recorded as starvatlon years (Harper -

. 1964) and 11: 1s poss‘ible that small local aroups suffered from starva- _.',f :
from the upper Kazan Rlver Padl lmlut who nunbered 40 lndlviduals 1n 1917
30 40 1941-4 27 at the begl nn'lng of the ‘1946-47 wlnter but by the end-’ ,

' of that wintir, thelr numbers were reduced to 19 (1b1d.‘16) As Birket— -:

' Smtth had forereen, 1ntenslve fox-trapplng and] neglect of rubslstence
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pursuits was 1nvo'| ved 1n sbme of the starvation cases. The upper Kazan
River band misSed the caribou m‘igration 1n 1950 (1b1d ) Reduction in
,the numbers of bar-r-en ground car-ibou was’a principa'l factor 1n starva- e
.. tion.. This has been attr‘ibuted t.o 1nd1 scriminate slaughter, feeding
| _ Jnnecessary dogs on caribou meat. and wo'lf predat1on (i bid..SZ) |
. doubted1y, ‘the avaﬂabﬂity of greater quantities of anmunit1on is-a
'causat1ve factor in th‘ls reduction of the caribou. " - o
| S1nce 1950, the government has stepped 111 and relocated the ) : o ( :
| barren ground Inuit at coastal 'Iocatfons to 5ave them from extinctior} ‘
. This step essentially ended the development of the Cari bou Eskimo cu1 ture.




fcharacterist‘i c., As. time went on, ~these old de\{elopmental schemes were
- : "proto Eskimo" theory expOunded by Birket-Smitr (1959) Four stages of .
» development are pmposed in this’ theory ' )

'._occup_ying the interior regions from Al{aska to

".which included Ipiutak Sarqag (including Pre-Do

"o carried eastward by a population from Alaska.
" (Fhule) basefi on intensi{ve whaling spread% eastwa

o d) eschato—Eskilno. , an Upheaval of the land estricted thﬁ migration'-v ‘

AT B

o ’_ CHAPlER-4",_ P
mxmsmm AND THE PROTO-ESKIN) THEORY: CULTURAL L,

: PRIMITIVITY OR CULTURAL DEGENERATION?

Several schemes of Eskimo cultural develloprhent have been suggested

. by scholars over- the past 200 years and have been dischssed at length
‘in he literature on, arcti{c cultures 1Birket-8mith 1929b, 1959 Mathiassen N

1930) Some of these early theories considered the Eskimo culture to-

,have origina,ted on’ the céntral barrens to: the west of Hudson Bay Com- -

. A
N pared to other arctic cultures the central arctic Inuit had a strong

- inland orientation and this impressed early. scholars as being a primitive '

§

- revised and updamd in aCCordance kith new arcFaeological and ethno- S

1

"-‘graphic evidench The most recent version of these theories is the ' . U

A

e

udson Bay.— Birket-Smith ‘

'
’» 1

@

f
a) proto-Esk‘imo this stage is represjnted by a popu’latioh

“places the Denbigh culture of Alaska in this s ,ge.

b) palaeo-Eskimo' an adaptat‘lon to the sea emphasizing seal. ", o |

‘ and walrus hunting characterizes the palaeo-Esk» mo sthe. The' culture,

bt

rset), and Dorset, was

)ﬂl oqukimo. af«ter the palaeo-Eskimo“stage, a new]culture
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: L of whales and iau‘sed a decline in wh‘aiing‘ ~',At this time. the\s)urvivorsé

.‘ ¢ O
S~

. of the Caribou Eskimos. Lo R ‘

- stages are. of. particu'iar interest to this thesis.

S cul tures had dei:eloped at’ the coast 1n situ rather than @rthe resuit

4 cuiture and eXpihitative patterns. he felt characterized them as the -“

L area has preqiuded any definitive statement on the cuiturai deveIOpment,

L-136 - ‘ S

-

_of the’ iniand proto Eskimo cuiture advanced to the centra'i arctic coasts

.. repiacing the neo Eskimo (Thule) populations there. s . ;g. i

" Of these four deveiopmentai stages, the proto Eskimo and eschate Eskimo

Mathiassen (1930) offered an ai ternative for the deveIOpment of

populations of the central allctic had a, Thu'le ancestr‘y and that their B

~of ponulation repiacement by the advance of an’: in]and group. Such a

deveiopment has been suggested for the Iglu'lik Nets]iik and Copper Es- :

1
l

kimos/{Mgﬂ(iassen 1928, Vanstone 1662 McGhee 1872).. Birket Sfth, u_

however. yas particuiarly concerned with the Caribou Eskiinos whose materiai

»

most primitive group in the circumpoaar regiom At was obvious to Birket,-'

St
R

Smith that the Caribou Eskimos were the "representatives of an ancient i,

‘ There {s. no archaeo'logica‘l evidence for a, proto-EsRimo occupation of thé

centra1 barrens and al thou?h a Tho'ie cu?ture ancestry, for the I:aribou [

Eskimos has been generai'l y accepted a,.'laci(oi-' archaeological work in the‘_;. -

[
i

A re-exaniination of the archeeologicai remains' and the ethno- -
graphic evidence from the area has provoked new’ thoughts on the cuiture v

of the Caribou Eskimos. No one has attempted to expiain just where

Birket-Smith went wmng in his interpretations of the Caribou Eskimo cu'|
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‘ the centrai arctic Inuit cuitures. His theory proposed that the recentl .
i .
! .
|
}

L A

e cuiture iayer“ (Birket Smith 1959 202). that is, the proto-Eskimo stage."

I

ture. His ethnographic work among these peopie is sUre]y exce'l'lent and

his observations on the "primitive" appearam:e of CaribouaEskimo materiji

! - ' . . f - " h L DI -
P e o PO . i <, . -
oo L P ‘. . . Tl
. L » A S
. . N .
d




culture were as will! be shown,- well founded However, it would appear e
" that there were two possible re:«(plariatiuns to account for the nature of |
the Caribou Eskimo culture, that is, in terms of cu’ltural primitivity
as a remnant of the oldest Inuit culture or in terms of cultural degen-- ‘
eration Birket Smith chose cultural primitivity as a workir]g hypothesis '
- ahd ant\ on.to base his’ developmenta'l scheme ‘on’ the Caribou Eskimos. o . £
" "If we, are to explain the conditions ot' the culture of the Caribou Eskimos g '
_ from the situation we must however disregard the penetration of our
\ S . . civilization in post-Columbian times. It is- the cpnditions as they were’
prior to 1492. that have left “the deepest traces in these regions" (Birket- y
Smith 1929a 33). - The present thasis. however. takes the stand that the " .
“primitive" appearance of the Caribou “Eskimo cul’ture is a.result of rapid , 'I
“cultural deterioration rather than cultural antiquity. I shall attempt R
. w _ to show that thrLe hundred _years of culture contact with the Europeahs .. n S
i 1 \_ L caused major changes in the aboriginal exploitative and behavioural pat- bR L
| | terns, and has Subsequently influenced the degeneration of the traditional ‘
G .' - _‘ .. elements of the material cul ture of the west coast Hudsovli Bay Inuit*’ ,"'
Caribou Eskimo material culture can be discus.sed f'rom two as.pects

One of - these is concerned wi th ‘the characteristic technological elements '

of ‘the sea-manmal oriented Inuit grpups that are missing in the Caribou f

Eskimo complex and was - quite thoroughly dealt with by Mathiassen (1930)
i . / Sl The oti,ier aspect involves a. deterioraticn of art and traditional technology

£, MR Sy AR P WL SO oo Do I S
e - - . . R .

LT : :.', B A continuous decline in art and basic craftsmanship is apparent

since the classic Thule phase in the centra'l arctic, and it is particu—

-1\::1‘-(. .'_"{.J "

larl y. interesting that the lowest standards were reached by the Caribou
Eskimos. ) iiatiriassen (193P :1606) noted "ihe- general degeneration in -

(53
g

artistic ability and craftsmanship which has taken place in the central _' " j'f.
A regions since the time of the Thule culi:ure.'f The following brief " e




sunmary of the Thule and Caribou Eskimo periods includes the econOmic

.and settlement patterns,- as detailed in’ Chapter 2 and relates this to -

evidence of technological and artistic decline. ) '
e In the Hudson. Bay, area, the end of the classic Thule phase

(c. A. D 900- 1209) is represented at the Repulse Bay site Naujan dated

Ceames o T T e

e -

c. A D 1200 During the classic Thule. phase there was economic speciali-

zation in the intensive exploitation of, whales. At tﬂis time settlement

":'was more’ Sedentary ‘than in the later transitional phases, with permanent

wintFr whale bone houses characteristic of the phase The craftsmanship

". and artwork of this phase reflected in the- carefully worked and often
;*decorated tools is- impressive in comparison with that of later arctic .
Z'Inuit phases. The Y- line decoration is, common on harpoon heads from Nau-

‘ 'jan. Other designs such as rows of dots lines and notches were also .

.common on tools and on the finely carVed ivory combs. A large nomber of

'nornaments are found in the NauJan assemblage including pierced teeth
ivory and bone beads, well Carved droP pendants. some with several\\\:in o
'rlinks, and slate pendants.‘ Beautiful ingmiujag gaming figures "Tike " '

-swimming birds flat on the underside, as a rule with a hole in the rear

n.‘

l»end, some of them with bird S heads others with human Upper body, often L

J'handsomel,y ornamentdd with rows of dots, are exceedingly nuherous at . -‘,

i
NauJan.;." (Mathiassen 1937b 117) Classic Thule culture at Naujan had

v well developed ground stone technology and very little use of metal

pié following modified l‘hule phase (c. A, o 1200-1510) was one o

- of diversification of eanomic activities based on caribou hunting. ,"-

fishing, seals and walrus and of a more nomadio settlement pattern. The g

historic Thule phase (c. A D. 1610-1775) was . similar except for the

-'i addition of whaling on a small scale Together, these two phases form

-8 transitional phase throughout which there was a general trend towards :
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the deter1orat10n of the technological elements of the culture -and, 1t

'_seems a decline in artistic productivity. A1though we must bear in
mirid " the meagreness of artefactua1 remains from the transitioha] phase o

' ;'1n this area a- comparison of the Si1um1ut (c A.D.- 1200) assemblage to

' 'h_ apparent.

’ 1the Me11ad1ne-1 (c. A D 1600) assemhlage and the southern Kaewatin>co1-.
:'lections readily 111ustratesa dec11ne in craftsmansh1p through this'

. Pphase, ( ' _ .
. ‘o ' -
q{he Si1um1ut artefacts show, gener&]ly, that greater care was
taken 1% the manufacture of tools - This is espec1a11y not1ceab1e 1n the'

‘category of bone/ant]er arrowheads. wh1ch has the Iargest number of .
specimens for comparative purposes The arrowheads From Me1iadine 1, ’
'Eskimo Point and the other col1ect10ns, except for one or two specimens, :
-“are of crude manufacture and are sty1ist1cally simp]er, eSpecially-ndthh
'vregard to ‘the tang forms conica] tangs 1ack1ng knobs or oblique cut '
-tangs A dec]ine in’ the care and skil] involved 1n making bone/ant]er

' foreshafts harpoon heads 1ce pick heads and 1ance heads 1s a1so

At Silumiut ‘ahd Iglul1gardjuk therg 1s a limited use of meta]

. _The presence ‘of ulu hand1es with ‘an 1ntermed1ate piece ta1so at Me]iad1ne-1)
shows a change 1n styTe to accommodate meta1 end blades. The ground

' gstone techno,ogy 15 st111 predominant however. During the historic '

. Thu1e phase a11 the former stone cutting edges were repiaced by metal

e b]ades. T .,' A":' I *:;. f S :j’ S ( '

-:v. As, far as artwork is concerned 1ngmdujag, dr111ed teeth and
'several ornamenta1 objects are foundlin the modified Thule phase reprea

. sented at Silumiut There is- one drilled tooth pendant but no 1ngm uja g

“‘so far recoVered from Me11ad1ne-1 and perhaps ‘a s1mplificat1on of art-

o forms s reflected 1n the single 11nk pendant compared to the multi linked

T T
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‘ pendantslof early phases of the Thule culture. There 1s a cafved 1vory’
comb fragment from Silumiut and ah iVory winged needle case from Igluli-
gardjuk neither of which categorfes apparently have Been found further

g south in the Caribou Eskimo area Some harpoon heads at Silumfut have . . B ‘

the Y-line design but none of the harpoon heads from the histor{c phase

S ;_ are decorated. o

| Only a few specific examples have been cited but a look at the
assemblages 15 enough to- conc]ude that generally, Sflumlut and Iglull- .~'
gardjuk display a higher quality of craftsmanship than, for~example, ‘

Melladtne-l or the Eskimo Point collection.h In all" probability,‘thls S
technological degeneratlon could be- ‘used as a relative 1ndication of,

the chronologlcal placement of Thule assemblages.- The Meliadine 1

assemblage and more partlcularly the southern Keewatin collettions also‘

lack many of .the’ elements which make up a typlcal Thuie assemblage like '
that from Silumiut for example -2 ground stone technology 1ngm1ujag.

: decoratlon on tools winged needle cases and 1vory combs. and knobbed '

' arrowhead tangs There are undoubtedly more artefact categorles to be -
1ncluded here when more archaeologlcal work has been carried out between,h
Chesterfleld Inlet and Churchtll | g

Finally, during the Car1bou Esklmo period the:s was a return '
- to economic sreciallzat1on, this t1me An the hUnting of cartbob and
e later, ﬁo a. commercial speciallzatioh in 1ntensive trapping It also
. seems-as’ though the settlement pattern may have been lqss nomadic than
the previous Thule period The Cartbou Eskimo culture, however dlsplays
© no- art and the crudest craftsnanship of_the neo-Esklmo stage as B1rket-\ ‘:l
Smith accurately obserVed i‘ o r'? -':.5 ﬂ. C f-‘ "'; t

;lu-j Mathtassen (1930) offered an environmental explanatlon for the

lack of art 1n the Caribou Eskimo culture, in- accOrdance wlth the sh1ft
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resources., He fe]t that musk-ox horn an antler were pprec1ab1y

combs thimb]e holders and need]e.cases from typical Thu]e assemb]ages ’

Ji?have become mundane bone and antler obﬁects or have gven been e11m1nated

oo
e

‘(’ . inthe Caribou Eskimo cu1ture. S1m11ar1y. the’ elaborately carved 1vory
| e) b1rd gamJng figures have the1r counterparts 1n the Caribou Eskimo - cu]tu '
as d1ce made from caribou foot bones (Mathiassen 1930) In truth most
. of the outstanding artwork and ornamentation from the lnu1t culture .
tradition has been done 1n 1vory, but although . the change 1n exp101tat1ve
"patterns affecting the raw mater1a1smay have affected the qua11ty and ’
.A'_:quantity of design and’ e]aboration, it rea]ly doesn t account for the’ '. ;
' 'deter1oration 1n the manufacturr of day-to dayipeapons and ut1l1tar1an |
L equipment s1nce the c]assic Thule phase. The para11els thjt exist between ‘
‘classic Thu1e and Car1bou Eskimo exploitative patterns. that 1s economic
"specialization and re1at1ve sedentariness, 111ustrate that this Var1able '.Tf“
' '_does not. seem to be El d1rect causation of-. the cultural degeneratfon that 2--,
: ,has occurred L lfai‘i'~ \,"L: N _ ,‘:
fg;.' . In a recent study of . artistic product1v1ty and techno]ogica] 12";J,.,.3
degenerat1on in. the Eskimo culture tradition, McGhee (1974b) found that '
no simple cdrrelation exists between the degree of artistic productivity/
craftsmanshfp and the natUre of economic and sett1ement patterns. It
"‘fwas proposed that Eskimo behavioura1 patterns served as 1nterven1ng ‘
':.'variab1es affecting the . deterioration of mater1a1 culthre. The’Inu1t
Abehavioural pattern is. a com lex but salient factor 1nvolved in-the

fexplanation of cultura] degeneration 1n the case of the Car1bou Eskimos. L R

,As applied here. the term 1nc1udes many 1nterre1ated variables haying N
‘i‘lf S ;_[H {::to do with value systems the desire to conform and cultural awareness

. A
5 : Z
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jthat is an’ individuai s or group s attitude toward it s own d'oiture).‘
Ne must be aware oi" the roie of thid compiicated factor in the- histori- o

[ K

L'.., ' I cai processes affecting cuitura] degeneration even if we cannot[ determine
; the prec se: nature of. the ro'le itsei.i". B _ , , ' .
g McGhee (ibidt) presented a modei invoiving a concept oLcrattsman-= ';" e
i

' ship and changing sociai values which is app'iicabhe to the’ west coast
. ' Hudson Ba_y situation and the Caribou Eskimo case particuiaﬂy with regard o
| : '-"to technoiogicai degeneration.‘ The modei"'sees the individuai as alio-« )

, / ’cating his time and propensity to craftsmanship in terms of, the changing "
T, / . values of his society“ (1bid ). 'Ehe basis of this modei Ties in: the
| | /’L v | POStu]ate that an individuai desires to channei his energy and abiiities .
P .‘ ,toiuards the things in which his society piac‘e‘s\% greatest value, Thus.

» / if iiigh vaiue is piaced on fine tooi making, the sewing of beautifuiiy
v o + .patterned skins or eiaboration of weapon heads, the individuai wiii ap;&'ly
.’ / Thimseif to these tasks Converseiy, if. a{ Tow vaiue has been piaced on, |
L ' / -"'craftsmanship, this wouid be ref'lected by a deterioration in quality of
L . , :the production of . ordinary technoiogicai ‘Htems. - Changes OVer time n ._ L
D " l . z'_the Inuit vaiue systems re'lating to’ techdoiogy couid therei’ore, be | S
'~,J * :‘.._ -manifested archaeoiogica'ﬂ_y Vaiues reiating to techno]ogy and craftsman- ‘, ;)
L ) o - ship may ‘be’ 1ooseiy reiated to the econoniic as weil as-to other cuiturai |

/ .stEms."-u‘ : ,’f, R - R N

| | ‘ :' '“here 1s,. however, an additionai and impartant fact to be’ Considered '
- . : ffor this particuiar area, that 13, European contact It is propoSed Jﬁ

‘ | :that the European presense has acted as ac taiyst in the techno]ogica“l . "\ .
a ‘and artistiq degenerai:ion of the west coast Hudson a2y Thuie and recent

‘Inuit popuiai:ions. Chapter 3 has shown that European contact had a bro- ~

]

L found effect ot Inuit_expioitative patterns during historic Thuie and -
Caribou Eskimo times. It may be suggested that the presence of Europeans
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- - ' 1.'7 With de51gn and the ornate ivory reedie cases were on]y known - to the:

f* infiuenced the direction of the apparent]y changing'ﬁehaviourai patterns"

” discussed above particulariy social values piaced on. craftsmanship;:and :

cuitural awareness 51nce cla551c Thuie times in Hudson Bay.. Birket-
- J - Smith (1929a 234- 35) had this to say “about the materiai cu]ture of the

west coast Hudson Bay Inuit- d

o

g A -

_ MThe Caribou Eskimos, and for th £ matter all Eskimos on
} T . the west side of Hudson Bay, rargiy aim higher than A T
RN . . making ar implement useful, finish is a matter of no - LR

account, and a West’ Greeniander would be ashamed.to use i 1
‘most ‘of. the impleménts with which hunting is carried on . : Lo
_.at Hudson Bay. - The pleasure of creating attractive - - - CoL
" tines and well batanced proportions seldom appears over . . . ' - K

.. the mental horizon of the Caribou Eskimos...But.it must
-in truth be ‘added, that it has not becgme better since a.
Semi- European meat -can ciilture. has seen the light."

o DeSpite the potency of thejlast sentence, Birket Smith minimized
S 'A'the importance of the presence of Europeans on the west coast of Hudson
Bay and seems to have regarded the presence of the Hudson S Bay Co?pany
for the iast 300 years as inconsequential "eVen 1f we disregard the - - .
‘siight contact which'the estabiishment of ‘the Hudson s Bay Company 5 ;'
post at Churchili has meant" (Birket &nith 1929a 32) The foiiowing
. . v'.overview of the Caribou Eskimo materiai cu]ture gives an idea of the
": degree of European influence that is invoived in this case. o
First of aii a 1oss of inkerest 1n traditionai art and. orhamen-- '
tation is obv1bus. Nefther the historic ThuTe nor the Caribou Eskimos e
,decorated their tools., Scanty evidence from historic Thule sites in B ;.: e
tLis area indicates littie 1n the way of artwork An ivory pendant with B
“ wone chain link from Meliadine-l shows that there was some interest during
' 'h':'this period Birket-Smith (1929% mentioned oniy two or. thrTe objects
?"Qaernermiut but’ were scarcely used! at the time’ of the’ Fifth Thule Expedition .

.;:Instead moss cushions, pieces of deerskin and oid cartridge casings o
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g stdffed with'sock remnants ere used The degeneration of ivory combs

' nd 1ngmiujag to coarse bone or antler counterparts in the historic e

peridﬁ has already been discussed Ornamentation in the Caribou Eskimo

'period was done .as bead embroidery. mostly among the Padlimiut but this '
-style was undoubtedly picked up from the Indians with whom the Inuit

had regular contact at the trading post since around 1790,

" A loss of interest in traditiona? culture—elements and their .

‘ manufacture, and a. deSire to obtain European objects eems to have been

fa predominant trend since earliest contact with Europeans Many of the

European goods served as substitutional elements for the traditional

'.Inuit elements. Documented sources relate how iron from abandoned ships
' has been a highly prized possessionjsince the 1600 s. Metal was used
’ ‘increasingly as, it became more available replacing Ftone and bone )

technoldgy— flattened nails became drrowheads, 1ron “fish hooks and metal~—~"

\ -Birket Smit[- (1929a:79) observed thdt the snowknife made of bome Gr

antler had disappeared lpng ago among the Caribou Eskimos". He found

' that they were hafting butcher knives and other iron blades for SﬂOW'

4

' knives.' By the 1900 s,sealing harpoon heads and foreshafts were made

from iron As ‘they became more - available nails were also used in haft-’

Y

' ing, replacing old methods using lashing holes or scarfing and lashing

Steel sewing needles were very popular in the historic period quickly

"replacing bone’ or 1vony needles Brass fiTlets hammered out of. old ‘[-
':telescopes were commonly fashioned into brow bandd The possibilit
5. that a. concentration on metal technology, especially with the increasing
I-availability of iron affected deterioration in #one manufacturing '
kf.'technique is apparent and seems to befa more acpeptable explanation than

B Birket-Smith's concept of prlmitivity. This concurs with’ the above-

PV S

='blades for all types of knives became common by ‘the Carihou Eskimo period"

S R (N

" r 7 T
A e e 2 S Mg ot b T
3y {JJ,I; Z 8] & 4'_»",1'. Diet e

- h‘ﬁ@- AR

et

tl el



A8 e v e 4 1t e

o - “l
o o . , ' - .- . . s . P . .
{::?‘ T BB Aot it . o . - 3 — ] A R R T e
e T
.
- 145 - 5
e,

mentidned mode] of craftsmansh1p and sh1fting socia1 va]ues, more '
e 1'f “value be1ng 1ncreas1ng1y placed on metal technology and 1ess time and :',:f~ . .4*:

care taken to craft too1s in bone or cutt1ng and scraping edges 1n -

. . ! E:

;stone Historic Thule artefact assemb]ages show a tendancy for harpooﬁ
end. b1ades men's knife b]ades, some ulu blades and some arrowheads to S

ii have been made b{\l:;;sand a gréat proportion of the bone. artefacts.

\1nc1uding‘harp00h he foreshafts. arrowheadsu scrapers and 1ce p1cks
' are of’ a rather crude manufacture. | ' . T
. - 'n'_' S B1rket—Sm1th (1929a) observeq that soapstone 1amps were not -
' often made but the Inuit frequently used natura11y -hollowed rocks. He‘ '

'1nterpreted this as a primitive trait but he a1so ment1ons thad china- . "‘,

' ware Saucers were also used as 1amps and by the 20th century a number of
. the peop1e had pr1muses and hurricane 1amps so 1t woqu seem as though ' ,' W
‘the European presence may have 1nf1uenced the fading out of sdapstone t I

-,1amps in the. Caribou Eskimo period Other examples may be cited for the '

B e T Lo LR B I G R S R N WS O
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'1ncorporation of European obJects into the Inuit cu]ture on an 1ncreasingiy

T ™ amy”

~1arge scale. wOoden dishes and bowls were used “but now they have gone -

SAn g

RN so much out of use 1n favour of meat can “and ename] bow154 (Birket-Smith

JERT

' P
© 1929a: 146) S1m11ar1y, Spoons that were fonmer]y made ‘of musk-ox horn,

o
~

;n'ant1er or wood were abandoned 1n favour of cheap metal spoons Padlimiht

N

L.c}oth1ng was supposedTy less we]l made than the Qaernerm1ut appareT :{,;‘

c e

_(1b1d 200) however it was aTso observed that more Pad1im1ut used
European cloth for the'lr c1oth1ng (ibid 193) B

" ;-":“_ - - ‘f “Several elements of the techno]ogical cu]ture having to ‘do with

1
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',explqitative patterns have also been changeq by- European contact and L v

- e
e gl

rep]acement e]ements from the European cuTture have been 1ncorporated
--finto the Inu1t culture. Both the kayak,and the m1ag were abandoned and"""'

'replaced by the canoe and the' open whale boat. The kayak seems to have S

o,
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Ahas a1ready been discussed ».:” o ‘ff e o ' . T
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B fa]Ten out of use for hunting swimming caribou by the time of the Fifth
: Thu]e Expedition and the last reference to the 1ag was -possibly Ellis

in. 1748, The whale boat was - introduced by American wha]ers after 1860,
Birket- Sm1th noted that the use of certain 1mp1ements, present in the

_Thule culture, such as tower traps bo1as, and the bow and arrow were

absent or dec11n1ng 1n the Caribou Eskimo cu]ture There s archaeo- L

'\1ogica1 evidence -to 1ndicate that tower traps and the bo1as were probab]y
) .'used in early historic times (Llnnamae and C]ark n.d. ) The intro- -

| 'duction of f1rearms €. 1770'5 and Jhe 1ater ava1]ab111ty of steei traps
from the Hudson S Bay Company, undoubted]y 1nduced the d1suse nd abah- 1, B

- donment of these.features The 1mportance pf fire—arms to the Inuit

o
OnIx a few new, as opposed to subLtitutiona1 techno]ogica] e]e-:-

ments were 1ntroduced 1nto the Inuit tuTture Nets fo fishing, net

.makfﬁﬁ} the ffdyered 610ve, c]oth bags and the- p]ane on a European pat-
: te#h»were 1ncorporated 1nto Car#ﬁou Eskimo mater1a1 culture (Birket- R
Shith1029p): L0 R o %#:.‘. .

- l

Archaeological s1tes from the- historic period and especval]y the -

': Caribou Eskimo period are characterized by b paucity of artefactua]

. A1though Europeans have been trading with the Inuit s1nce 1718 there

REEY LI A - PPN . .
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are two periods, which 11ke1y marked the increasing]y avai]abi]ity of.

, tury when fire-anms were 1ntroduced and annua] trading journeys to ;f

rema1ns but there is aIWByS a heavy European element in the assemplages. i

.'European goodT previous to the 20th century - at the end of the . 18th cen-

Church111 were 1n1t1ated and after 186G when American whaling began in

o Roes He1c0me Sound '.;

Hhereas Birket-Smith a]most 1gnored the 1nf1uence ofLEuropean con-

-

~;tact 1n favour of a mode] of cultura1 pr1m1t1v1ty. 1t actuaily seems that ’ '

~r . ° .
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~‘the increasing avai]ability -bf EUropean objects affected the rate Of

. degeneration of the Caribou Eskimo hateria] cuiture The reason that

| ;:iBirket-Smith attendated the importance of European influence may ‘be

thanqge believed the Inuit to be more or’ 1ess cultural absolutists, in-

L other words, "Such a. speciaiized form of cuiture is exacting. It is .

very selective towards the foreign 1nfluences'which‘seek to 1eavg'their:1‘

"mark and does not uncritica11y<absorb EVeryJelenent that comes along" -
(BirhetrSmithj1929a;3§); To the_contrary;fthe westicoast.Hudson Bay

' Inuit have, since'the-historic period, shown a lack of conservatisn:toe
‘wards the acceptance of foreign objects rather than an attitude of
.cuitural absoluttsm. e

1t is now possibie to present a modei which attempts to show -

'the mechanics of cuiture change in the Caribou Eskimo area . The mode1 '

f_'invo]ves certain variab]es 1nc1uding Inuit behaviqgr, Specificaliy
' 'changing soc1a1 values which de-emphasized craftsmanﬂimfand art a.
",prOpensity to incorporate foreign e]ements into the materia1 cu]ture, '

. changing economic and settlement patterns, and the European presence

h ﬁhese variables have subsequentiy affected the materia] and inteiiectual

'//’”U?ture of the historic and: recent Inuit in this: area to an extent which

TS

e ment dh the "primitivity" of the Caribou Eskinn. o .
.' A change in socia] values with particuiar reference.to'craftsnan- |
: ship has been effectiveiy demonstrated in the deterioration of tra- ‘-;)1f
ditiona] techno]ogy from the end of the ciassic Thuie phase.i The factors

infiuencing this change in vaiues are rather nebuious. McGhee (1974b)

C suggests that changes in the value systems of a society may ?escaused

or infiuenced by various sources such as ”preferred subsistence patterns, )

ideas on ownership and accumulation of dispiay of property, beliefs in

caused Birket-Smith to base his.general scheme of Eskimo cultura] deve]op- .
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hunting magic, fear of ghosts and witches, expression of solidarity : e
through conformity in manufacturing, and SQ on" . Which of these may '
. have influenced changes at the end of classic Thule times is difficult';=i
"to- speculate except that it likely had something to "do with the change
' in economic and settlement patterns after a climatic change brought
o T L about the decline in whaling.‘ After contacé times the presence‘of ’
L Europeans possibly directed these changing social values S0 thai the L o q“‘
% | Inuit became increasingly{jnterested in obtaining European 1mpleﬁents,”}7' |
‘ L . y:food and weapons and they- channelled their efforts towards this end as”v
- o ‘European goods became more. and’more available. At the beginning of, the

historic period this was possible by tiading whale products however

;,this activity was never profitable to either the Europeans or the Inuit

' ,_since the trade did not amdunt to much Having little ih the way of ) i
. ‘% : !
;commercial resources to offer the Company. ‘the Inuit_were unable to get
. | ) f,. N 7 .. .8 quantity of European trade goods. Furs especially fox, were always

f"worth more - in trade vaﬁue to the. Company traders but we have already
: seen that BEfore the'Inuit had fire-arms they were unable to actively
participa}e in this kind of trade.: Perhaps the introduction of ;ire-

-.arms increasing sources of European goods, and the nature of Inuit

,'behaviour patterns as they have been discussed, prompted an: intensifica- L o
_ btion of. commercial resource exploitation, espécially fox trapping. . 'xf-ﬁ'ﬁ, ‘
"‘“It is the foxiwhicrienables the Eskimo ‘to procure the luxuries of _ ‘ -
_civilization - (Birket-Smith 19294 : 113) " The’ outcome of, all this :
Lwas thqt many elements of the Europea*_material culture were incorporated
L mto the Inuit material culture, thus accelerating the dfgenerati on ‘
of the traditional technolpgy of the Caribou Eskimos 50 that this group R
appeared to. one/ethnographer,as the most primitive arctic culture. ;.I .‘ '.”:-
'Indeed perhaps Birket-&nith s observation that the interior Padlimiut

B3
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.were the most - primltive of the Carlbou E$k1mo sub-grou i supports the

’ argument presented here. Thls group probably had been n closer contact -

with Europeans than any of the others due to their prox mlty to Church1ll‘4

and Reindeer Lake. They probably had the greatest oppor unity of all

The above model of cultural change 1s relevant to the hlstorlc

._j-period on the west coast of Hudson Bay prever,there are at least two
-“questlons relating to prehistorlc cultural development which remaln
'f.unanswered why did" the social values rElatlng to- craftsmanship and

".:»art decline from the end of the classic Thule phaSe to the hlstoric

period and why did the hlstorlc Inult so readily accept European cul= "
'ture elements from the t1me of 1nlt1al contact? we might compare as
:dld Birket Smith the Carlbou Eskimos w1th the Hest Greenland Inu1t who

‘nﬂ1nta1ned an 1mpressive aborlglnal technology and adaptatlon despite

: equal duratlon and 1nten 1ty of contact with Europeans..‘,. ,'V

The pauclty of archheologlcal remalns after about A.D.. 1200 would o

e

A seem\to 1nd1cate that affluence was not a characterfstlc of west coast

*.Hudson Bay Thule culture at th1s time, One may-speculate that the Thule '

people may have been experlenclng a falling egonomy, and may’no longer N

have been able to maintaln the vlable‘cultural tradltiJns ‘of the earlier v

-'f: of Thule culture in this area mlght have taken lf it had not been 1nter-
-rupted by the arrival of EurOpeans. As Mcehee (1975) has pointed oqt
:.the occupation of Arctlc Canada by populations of the Inutt cultural tra-

'?classlc Thule population. Ne w1ll never know what course the development?f

. -1d1t1on has been characterlzed by 1ts dlscontinuous nature. The marglnal L

- -

’ .1"reglons of Arctlc Canada 1n partjcular have been serles of mrgratlons 'lj“‘”'
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f ..~ . froma core area, followed y the cultural thriving .of a’ thinly spread L
- o - population for a period of a few centuries and ending in local popu- _ )
. g o A o

. lation, extinctions. The transitional Thule populations of the west © . _;"

’coast of Hudson Bay’ seem to have fit this pattern. j' , - 1° o

_ The changing values which are reflected in the detprioration of
material culture noted above would seem most: likely to be related ‘to !
'qeteriorating economic conditions and changing,subsistence patterhs fol-: '
v 3! -‘ - loWing the end of the classic Thule phase., The cultural processes in-

\ | = : - volved in the relaéionship between economic codditions and values :
- (\\: -- relating to craftsmanship are poorly known. Ne can only assume that
:\\\\suc: a relationship does exist and that it may explain the situation
L o apparent,, throughout the transitional Thule<period on the west coast 'u” 'j‘ g
f L ‘.sa_ v of Hudsohdhne~—4he—p¢epensityiﬂriﬁn;instoric lnu1t of this area to o :' .

accept‘and incorporate European culture elements may have been alfurther

gy
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result 6f deteriorating econpmic circumstances. In contrast to Inuit

SN R

populations living in more economically viable circumstances ‘who' could V,l

L “.'*h:': y maintain relatively unchanged aboriginal technOIOgical and adaptational
' -“u' patterms the survival of west coast Hudson Bay Inuit may have depended

on imitation and borrowing of European technological elements and in-

volvement in a trading economy .
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'coucwsnms' .
Birket- Smith defined the Caribou Eskimo culture on. the basis of

A'two major’ criteria the uniqueness of the exploitative pattern,
specificall y the year round habi tation olf the i nterior barren grounds
and 3 reliance on caribou for subsistence and the "primitive“ appear-

| ande of. the material culture. ‘These observations led him to postulate '

' -'that Eskimo oulture tradition lLad an inland origin on the central _
- .barrens and that the Caribou Eskimos were the survivors of the oldest
' - Eskimo culture the "proto Eskimos" ' o . | '
_ _ A model of culture change in the Caribou Eskimo -area 1is presented
Itas an alternative to Birket Smith 5 “proto Eskimo" theory The mode'l'
'A is built arounfl three basic assumptions " . '.' s | '
1.: there [was cantipuity between the Thule and Caribou Fskimo
o -.pOpulations and cultures, o T '

2; the,"primitive“fappearance of the Caribou Eskimo material

‘ ,"culture was a result of a degenera:ion oi-‘ aboriginal technology over '.~“i«" ’
. the past few centuries, A e
o 3 the extension of inland residence over the winter months was ' ‘

E dependeht on the introduction oi" fire-arms and the abandonment of the o ; :

;;;'M"_ A interior barren grounds by 'the Chipewyan populatic)n. a %, ) | e

| _. ‘} ‘ Archaeological evidence indicate&maLthere was al} on-going

q C 'degeneration ini technology since the classic Thule phase (A. D 9(10-1200) N

:which was init"iated by certain historical processes including, probably, ‘

c L a change in soc1al values affecting Inuit views on, crai'tsmanship "It

: o - :'was proposed that the deteriorati'on in the quality of manufacturing ,

'. ,;' L '-technique through time co(d perhaps be used to assist in the relative o .

, e 'chronological placement of Thule assemblages. The technological
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