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> L PREFACE | ..

The yerbal syétem in Modern Eng11sh consists of tiwo matn c]asses
of verbs; - strong: ano 'weak'. The difference between the two 11g§ -
prfhcipalTy }h the fgrnation'of the pastptense. The strong verbs form ihevr?
past bxffhangingfthe.vowel-of the root sy?]able_accord1ng to a fixed pattern,

:oalled"ébldut'. ‘The weak verbs form their past-by.adding‘to the root
syliqble a dental suffix, -d or -t. The purpose of this dissertatton is to
- show*the diachronic development Of'the.strong verb class from'ProtojIndo;

k]

v European to Modern English. - - . : : ) ’ .

!

To do this, it isgnecessary to present a general desoriptioﬁ of the

verbal system from whtch these strong verbs derived. In my efforts to

' / systems to reprgsent the Proto-IndoTEuropean verba] system. This e11m1nates

ch would he more confusing In using such examples, I am not . . _-

the verba] systems of Greek and Sanskr1t with that of Proto Indo= '

~Eqropean{ ~Instead I am offer1ng Greek and Sanskr1t as the most comprehens1ve
parallels to the Proto Indo- European verba] system. _

' ﬂy reason for\not us1ng Germanic examp]es at this point is because
3Syétem. ~Héhce it can not_offer a full set of para11e11ng forms. Germanic o .
examp]es are glven wherever possible. For the Greek and Sanskrit examp]es a
Modern Engl1sh trans]at1on is prov1ded and under11ned 1mmed1ate1y fo]1ow1ng

/ r ' . ’ il
ﬂthe word, ) e _ : : S

[

- o

Once hqcountedﬂfon,.ab1aut is not difficult to trace in Germanic:

"It remains a strong polarizing force for this class of verbs right\up‘to . g

Ky



f

:Indo-European 1nto Modern Enghsh

/ '

_ Mddehn Engh‘sh - Here it para]ie]s, 'a'lthouéh such yerhs a‘re fewer'fn number,

the. other Germanic 1anguages and umtes in Germamc w1th other Proto Indo- .

. AEuropean lang'uages to attest t the reaht_y of abTaut n the parent ]anguage.

To the best of my kn 1edge, th1s is the f1rst comprehenswe

study of ablaut 1n the Strong rh system in its d,evelopment from Proto-=

o

»

-w}?
An index of the strong verb forms under the following headmgs.

Proto,Indo-European, Comman Germamc 01d Enghsh Mlddle Enghsh and Moder'n

¢

tl::ngHsh w1H follow at the end of th1s~paper. . , S

- In my efforts to: ‘perfprm th1s task, I thank Dr. John Hewson, m_y

thes1s superv1sor, and Dr', Vitus Buben k for his tremendous aSS1stance in

the fly_‘st chapters ‘of th{s,pape_r,
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L STRUCTURE OF THE - -~
- PROTO-INDO- EUROPEAN VERBAL SYSTEM

]

- The ?/erbal system of Proto- Indo European (hereafter PIE)

o .

presents two d1ff1cu1t1es-" one, it is a comph cated system, two, it is' a

system based on a proto 'Ianguage. Because it is comphcated it is not easy

. »

to understand But bemg a system of a reconstructed proto-language is

| entirely so,methm{; else. By this it is meant that PIE has been reconstructed

’

--on the basis'of"daughter 'Ianguages which were believed to have evolved from
it. We cannot be sure that’ what we have reconstructed Jis an accurate -

" representati on of what may h‘aVe actually ex1sted I : e

Nominal and Verb&l Roots ‘ S . P

©this proto-language , we fi nd that the bas1c structura] forms of PIE and 1ts

/ *

<

: Not doubtmg any of the evi dence supportmg the exi'stence of

supposed daughter 1anguages maybe divided 1nto two d1st1nct1ve c]asses (\

There are root§ indi catwe of pos1t1on, and those wh1ch relate to action or ~ o

quality. “The former c]ass are caHed demonstrative or pronomina] roots; .

e L.

. the latter c1ass ar-e st_y1ed pred1 cative or verba1 roots " (Whitney 1901'258) e .

Those roots referred to by Whi tney as demonstratwe are subJectwe

in character They do not relate to the 1nherent quaht1es of: obJects but - -

1nstead, 1dent1f_y them in their re]atwnsh'lp to the speaker. Also they make -
I
a di st1nct1on between th1s part1cu1ar obJect of attent1 on here, as opposed

' to that part1 clular object over there. Let us nse the examp]e: The boy owns

- the dog. Without making any reference 'to the inherent qualities of 'bay' or

'dog' we have made a distinction between them. One is the 'boy' here, and
the other is the "dog' there. '
| Also \by thed‘r nature, demonstratives"\are hot permanently attachab]e

to certain ,obj‘e‘cts; nor are they limited in.their app]ication. Th.is class -
. - . o ‘.\‘. .




b

'has 1ts roots .in PIE as can be seen 1n these reconstructed forms *es-

, o

_ mankmd *ghem-, earth *wedor, water, *swe]-; sun, *mro—, man ; *kuon-
N ) dog; *two-mn body |
' The predicative or verbal réots denoting action or: quality.

f\»

. |
are seemmg]y more comphcated. They,bre of obJectWe 1mportance,
i‘\f

des1gnat1ng the propert1és and act1V1t1es 1nherent in natural obJects and /.
prevailingly those that are of a seme phenomena] character. such .as
:b‘
r
modes of motmn and phys1ca1 extertwn. of sound etc. Examp]es which have

been reconstrdcted as be]ong'mg to the PIE pred1cat1ve class and based upon
their use in ?nany of the present day Ianguages are: *ei- and *Ghei-,

H

: s1mp1e motwn, *er-, swift motwn, *sta-, standmg, *sed- . sittmg; *p]eu-

C ,'flgv_g_rlg_; *ed-, e_ajl_g_m“ *dhrea- r1nk1ng; *bh]o- blowmg; *se1k -, seeing;
*spe§- , speaking; *ghabh- 9_1_1/_111_9_, *deik-, wg_- *el-, b_o_lgg_q, *bher-,
L_eirj_ng_, *bhendh- b1 ndmg, *stek-,ﬁ strewing; *ski-, s_ln_n_mg_; *ghro—
g_rgmg 4Pokorny 1959) ' ' ’

Verbal Systems and Verbal Forms

I

" To ascribe to PIE the complicated tense system of Greek and S
Sanskrit would be a wrong assumption A great d‘eaI_ of any present-day verbal
system 1s dbe to secondary 1nnovat1on auxih‘ary verbs in Germanic. ATI1
that we can suggest is that PIE had werb fonns that correspond to certam of
thospe of Greek and Sanskrit' present, aor1st, anffd perfect To what extent
tense funct1on should be ascmbed to these forms 1s very much a question .‘
.for d1scuss1on The stems of" these .verbs wereBStm ctly autonomous Greek By

verbal root. Teip-, to leave had a‘present 16ipo, I am in the act of Teaving;

_A/\\a'qrist élipon, I left. (indicates purely and simply the historic fact); and

- ° . & the perfect 1é-Toipa, I have left (tme act of leaving has been accompI'ished,,

\ - . . . - - -
.- L. . L
’ . . B -

. % wor 8 R AY
s



L ek es as

and the resu]ts at han&) The stems of these verbs apparent1y expressed not
't1me, ‘but . the aspect under ‘which the action was conS1dered We are not s

_ certam as to what extent tense functwn shou]d be ascr1bed to these
.'forms. A certam tense nuc\eus is 1mphed in their pr1mar_y meamng,

however. '
* The differentsfu‘nct‘i‘o‘ns and. meantngfnl categories of the PIE verb a
_wﬂ] be exavﬁ‘ine‘d under 's‘eparate sub-headingsv. The .reason.i s‘ for better

organizatlon and hopefu'Hy c1 egrer understandmg the different sub- headtngs.

to be dea]t with are: voice, mood, tense/aspect, number non-finite forms,

and personal inflections. . ’ .

1. VOICE: It is thought that the verbal System in PIE had two
voices: an active and. a‘medio-pass.i\'ie'. "'There_was no specifically passi\‘/e‘ '
- voice. Apart from the use of the middle in ‘the passwe sense the forms )
used to expr%ss the passwe are d1fferent in severa] ]anguages and grew up
1nldependént1y." (Buck 1962:237) ,The‘, forms that we have'in Greek which
express'a 'qu passive"are \the result of secondary innovation. Cdgnates
‘would not be found cons1stent]y in other 1anguages to justify qiving PIE a
Rk passive'. P ' . _ .,

The Greek aorist in the verb k1epte1n to steal from PIE *klep-y-a
has a passive. . This,a?v“st passive is eklapen, to-be sto]en from- PIE

me‘d'io-passive *e-k]p-em. Another example, Gréek paidéud, to educate, has '
! , ) = =

‘ . the aorist pas<ive, epa1deuthen.- v - .

L - Had there been a PIE passive the following persona] end1ngs

might be what we would expect to find: B

-+ ‘singular: - ) ‘ _ g o
1. =(th)em o~ -
2. -(th)és : . C

o3, r(th)é :

-t
i



b 4 .

(1t 1s 1nterest1ng to nhote that the PIE forms c]eaﬂy show ab]aut
B *k‘lep-y 0 (qu grade) VS *e k'Lp en (zere qrade) In the l“edUCEd fbrm the -

~glide was -lost. -There is ‘an unusual a'lternahm in Sanskrit: L
X @ T .
singular: . S T . >

"3, bhatjati, he brings V8 ia- bhmnya-te ‘, ' . ~
) , : ~ (present med1o passive) . - . SRR

p]ura1

"",,‘ ': ' o3 bharant1 , hez bf‘in vs ' bhri-ya-nte- : B B
L R (present medihﬂan'g\ .
- < A reconstruction for_‘ PIE wou]d give us the foHowi . : ‘ ,

full grade : R ' zero grade

*bhér-e- t1, he carries Vs *bhr}y—é-tai, he carries himself =~ °

Te -"'*bher-o nt1,\"thex carry  vs  *bhr-y-0-ntai, they carry themselves

¥

. The d1st1nctwe m1dd1e vmce in Greek and Sansth (wmch became

“
.
\,

L used whér& the SUbJect was intimately involved m ‘the actions when the actmn '

]

was reflexwe, possess‘ive, or when the subject was neither quy aqentwe,

M \ ~ " nor patientwe

\ : 2. MOOD The fommmg moods of PIE may be reconstructed: the
V2N
b .f?'}? md1cat1ve the subjunctwe in -e/o-, the optatwe in:-ye/i oo -0-y-, and
Lol
S ~ the imperative. * i The charactemstic of the optati,ve of all the Indo- .

-

Eui‘ppean stems of the athema'mc type was *-ye- 1n the singu]ar,,&;)'d, *~i- in
e - the plural; this suffix was added to a .stem with prefinal vocaTism zero."
" (Meillet 1970: 78)

o

s The basic mood the indicative, was used in- PIE. for objéctive

b . e - Coa
(S statements._ The subjunctwe was. usgd 1) to convey 3 wish, or in a A ,

s

PR VR L '
\ Lo . 9\1},1



. sud’p/brdmate sentence of purpose;- 11) 1n a dehberatWe function; 111) te -

.,1nd1ca-te a-contingency in the future The optat‘ive was used: i)to

indicate a wish; ii) to)1nd1 cate that something woqu, coqu, or might B
“ happen; 1ii) ton’ndi-ca:te authority. The imperative was used to- impel, S

~with the negative to prohipit a certain action. "In Indo-Eun’gpean where
the verbal stem expressed the aspect of. the env1saged action, each stem had
an 1mpe‘rat1ve thus Greek opposes the present_Jmperatwe 'Ie?pe, 'be 1n the -
.act of Teavmg , to the aorlst 1mperat1ve lipe, ‘Teave (pure and s1mp1e) o
(Meillet 1970:68). L A
The subjunctive, optatwe, and 1mperat1ve are not Well deVeToped
' 1n the perfect and S- aor1st, but they are very compTete in the1r deVelopment
" in the regular present and aqmst ' : ‘ ,
i 3. TENSE/ASPECT ‘1t 15 “even more difficult to 1nd1cafe’~to what
extent tense functwn can be atifmbuted to PIE. Partmu]arly when our _
L correspondences of Greek and Sansknt present, aor1st and perfect vnth PIE
. : appear sO weak. There is-no doubt that it wﬂ] ‘always rema1n a quest1on for .
depate. =~ S - . - iy
Prokosch _says ,. "In sp1te of numerous Secondary deVelopments, the

genera'l pr1nc1 pTe of the combination of tense and aspect in Greek and o

1 -
w

Sanskrit probably!_ represent £2airly closely the conditions of pr1m1t1v,_e-Indo-:'
‘ European.™ (Prokosch'1'939"i'2.16‘) So we can ascribe to PIE the ‘following~
_' éenses: pr@sent he leaves; aorist, he Teft, ‘and perfeCt he -has accomphshed

lt.

" the act of Teavmg On ‘the other hand we, can ascr1be the fo]‘lomng aspects:,.

-1mperfect1ve i is carrymg, perfectwe, ‘he has carr1ed and s;tatwe he

. carries (at a part1cu'lar point in t'lme) : “

._, . L .. . . . /
M e R . . "

& 9 o ’ L E e <~
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In a diagrammatic representation the IE verb might Toek some- -
tmng like this. g ‘_ ‘ ' T
S _PIE verb . , - ’
Lo e S . e ' ‘ &
a ) . . .
s : DR o :
Lo g Imperfective Perfective Stative - :
- c, | . % aorist ‘
<t:‘ - A . - . . -
. .E — . ) : l‘n_..’,‘ : . o : .
t - past. -non-past = . == - past ' non-past . .
e L .‘ C ke ' ,
. :L imperfect _ present .. - -pluperfect perfect
.o A B . ) .
je - . - - : ~ v
- = sx
. The aorist 1nd1cative 1s h]ways past and can never be spoken about
-7 5 0- ""J\"“

'.in‘terms.qf non~past. " So the¢eorist is analyzed not in the light of tense, ¢

but in that of aspect. Any cofplete, indicative event, must by logical e
ﬁ'nece551ty be past. ' _ _ ' )
' PIE"’ tenses show differehces in, the aspect of the action, and to a
_certain extent also differénces of time. The aspect of the action WaS‘noted
by the different tense'stems.; In the perfect 1nd1cat1ve the comp]ete action
from which the present resu]t COmes may be ]ost, S0 the form 51mp1y expresses
on]y thq,present resu]t‘ PIE *WOida, 1 have seen; hence GK., 6Tda, I know
(note L., V1d1, 1. have seen) _ . ‘
v ~ '
¢ : ASpect 1s—cohven1ent, in its very vagueness, to cover certain e
" essentially different non'tempora]' distinctions which are difficult to . .
'deane and may d1ffér considerably in other PIE- Ianguages.,. ’ r
y oo - - ’ -
'97 - o
¢ S . '_ : .
» ‘:);5" ° : he
FoooE i o )
) . e b o
B
Y SR
) n! . j M - £ ? R
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Examples f he PIE verb are?és follows: Lo

PRESENT - AQRIST. " PERFECT
(‘imperfective) (perfective) . . (stative)
athematic ropt *és-ti - *é-steA-t *woyd-e
T he 1541be1ng) he has stood up he knows (now) .
thematic root: *bher—e-t1 . *g-Tudh-e-t ‘ '
. he is carrying he has played n >
) redup]i%atedt .. *sti-steA-ti *e-we-wk -(e)-t *ste-stoA-e
: * he is stand1ng he has sﬁbken he stands (now)

*These were not the only types of verb forms in PIE There- were’

a]so verbs, whose roots‘were duplicated; these became known as redup11cated

verbs., Other smallefr c1a551f1cat1ons were n-infix; new-suff1x, y;;suff1x,

and s-suff1x. Atschematic format1on might continue on the basis of the one

-

,above. & , ;1 .
Y . PRESENT . AORIST - PEREECT ©, *°
*yu-né-g-ti )
he is joining . . L I e
. :
b ;o " Lot 3
*pu-né-A-ti , _ o -
he is c]eaning_ pe
new- -suffix:  * 7 *r-new-ti . ;o ) . .
' e#} he is moving : . - ) A :.?”_
ye-suffix: " *g"m-ye-ti . - '
0o + .. he is coming . LT e
3 %%, ; ;- ‘
S=- suff1x v ) \ *e-wegh-s-t
-~ — ’ ' he has driven . ;‘

'The athematic form *woyd-e, he knows. (now); the themgtfcaform

‘ *a-1udh-e-t, he has played; and the reduplicated form *é-we-wkw-(e)-t,'he

has_spoken are rare: forms. A]so it must be emphas1zed that rtmas extreme]y

"difficult to give accurate translationgof these.xerba] fon@s

There dre sevé;al other present stem format1ons many of wh1ch

‘are further character1zed by the' suff1x -ye/o, thus agree1ng in 1nf1ect1on



s
S

with. the simp1e_xerpresents.' Many of these syffixes have distinctive .:
meanings, such as the suffix -éye/o 'causattve or itgrative'i It is quite
common for a verb ‘root to have thore than one present formation: athematic ~
.*bher ti, e carr1es vs thematic *bhér-e-ti, he carries. The past tense
‘format1on of the present stem is the 1mperfect *e-gs-t, *e%sti—steA-t.
The system is generally retalned in Greek and Sanskrit. In these 1angueges

3 p]uperfect was also added and certain presents-in -s(y)e~ were assigned -

.

'future value.

= A c1oser exam1nat1on of the tenses will show that the present ‘
,tndicat1ye.1s yen—past, wh11e the imperfect indicative i% pest. The action
pf the-present‘nas immediete, sometimes ure, er indefinite in t%me." The
imperfect_denoted time in’the“past, and continuous time in the past. . The'
',,pnesent presénted the first person active/singular'in -0: Gk.,‘phéra, I

‘carry. This type with the,accented"root'vowe1_g_has been maintained ir most.

) .
. - N

languages. ' "
The seeond"tense stem‘formation was the aorist. . (Not a11‘1anpuages

‘kept the eontst and tne perfect separate, but Greek and Sanskrit did;

.Germanictdtd not.) Its action was momentary, and was seen in summar; without |

mefenence to time duration. Evident1y the action of the eonist is always

A

in the past time.

-

The perfect in PIE was by far the most complicated: There is
" very Tittle to offer for its reconstruction. We know that it was of the

athemat1c type and thqt it represented action completed, resn1ting from

. prekus expemence . : . ‘
{ . '
‘The only other‘tense to. comment on at this stage is the format1dh

which, .traditionally 1n~Eng1lsh, is called.the future. "“There was probab]y

> . . _‘rﬂ *
o . 4

A\



jno distinctive future tense, future t{me being.expregeed by the present
indicatfde, by the subjunctive, or by certain s¥fonmatdons with dee%derative;
*-and futire force." (Buck 1962:239) | | ‘ |

1. NUMBER: PIE had singular, dual, and plural forms of the
‘Qerb. Theﬁdoal eventually disappeared in most languages. .(fé doesv
. however, occur in Modern Welsh and bone traces of it are to be found in '
anc1ent German1c personal pronouns.) The evidence for the disappearance
of the dual form is based on-Greek where the use of the second and ‘third -
'.persons_ean be seen. When dropped the dual forms were- rep1aced by the
plural in the nominal inf}ect%on. | N ] \ ‘:, ‘ -
| 5. NON-FINITE FORMS: The nonefinite ?o;me that we speak about
here are.the infinitive and participial forms. “fhebinfinitive which just
Jike the participle.represente a"seoond verb! in the sentence, may as a
rule be traced back to deverbative abstracts Nhebe as the latter are to
. be cons1dered as a derivational categOry, the infinitive is an inflectional
form. " (Kurxlowicz 1964 :158) (Sometimes‘it is argued that the 1nfjn1tive
~ derived f;om)a“nominal case which had become attached to the\nerb:)
Generally, the 1nf1n1t1ve 1nd1cated the main 1dea of the verb independent
of any other grammatical category. It did share some of the character1st1cg€j
. common to the verb' v01ce.aspect and some construct1ona1 formations with
- the d1rect obJect and with adverbs

There was probably a complete system of barticio1es in PIE.
Because each verb had a double set of'endapgs,‘aéfive and mdddle, there

. .wWould be two participles for each-stem. .Each stem with its own participle

would have a.case inflection which was both verbal and nominal..

~
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active:’

middle:

3

-
.

“perfect- .

active:
perfect
passive:

l’ .

Greek examples:

_ tensejaspect

1ewo,

1e1poma1, I leave for mysle
I am left

leave

leiponta, lac -sg.)

participle ..
.Teipon, leaving

. 1éloipa, I have left

'1éieinma1,'1 have been left

<7

-
v

leipomenos,

, leaving for ‘
‘oneself, ’
being left

1eloipés;‘hevjng left

-leleimmenos, having been

left

PIE also had part1c1p1es (verba] adjectives) in -to-/-no- added directly

were:

, to the root.
60

PERSONAL INFLECTIONS:

athematic and thematic

In PIE the 4wo major classes of Qerps

A

The basic difference to be found between

_these two classes was in the persona] inflections.

act1Ve and middle endings, called primary and secondary

- >

The personal 1nflections in PIE con51st of a doub]e series of .

" These ehdings were

so called from their dis;ribution as they appeared most c]ear]y in Greek and

 Sanskrit.

The primany endings were'used in the present indicative; the

secondary were used in the 1mperfect and other tenses, the optative mood,

and the subJunctive nood w1th some fluttation

;. PIE Active Endings:

primary

1. *-mi,

2. kasi
3)- *-ti

N

P

LT

Singu1ar

*-0

- secondary-

~te
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‘

" grade -in th

\

mi-verbs

7
'

dual -+
1. *-wes, *-wos
' 2. *:tes
3. *-tes
-'.:h * -
- . plural
1. *-mes, *{mos
2.. *-1e . o
, 3. . ®nti B ]
*-onti/ont
Bl (14 BT
PIE Middle Endings:
primary
- - sindular
1. *-ai
2. *-sai
- 3. *-tai .
.pluraf, :
“1. *-medhai
L2, * 2.
3. *-ntai -
*-ntai-

The athmat%c verb attached pérSOnal endings to ‘the bare

Present:
c singular
' v‘ 1 . *és -lnj// -
Vo 2. %*es-si,  *e-si
: ///%/A%T//;es-ti
o plural
1. *s-més,  *s-mos

.

2. *s-te
3. *s-enti |

¢

¢ 0

1

because the firét person singular ends-in *-mi.

11

X.
~;

.;g
rf;r
v

secondary

*_-i ’

*-50, -*-thes .
*~to - o e

S
*-medh
koo 7

o*-nto
*_fto .

s O

root

. which had fhé,sfrong'éraQe form 6f the ablaut-in the singular; but the weak .

e- dual and p1ur§1.' Verbs of this class are often referred to as
\ . [ I .

!

o
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“contraction of thematic vowel and personal ndtﬁg).

YL ‘ Imperfect:
o singular . g
— - 1.. *e:,s-.-m - BRI .
2. *es-s - f ' S b
3. *s-t. T - v
’ plural ,
1 hsime . ;o | -
. 1. *Bs-me . . ' a T .
. 2. *Bs-te- .. . - ‘“/ -
o 3, *és ent o ' . _~' .

1

In the themat1c verb the stem vowel, which could ‘be elther of

‘strong or weak grade of.ablaut, rema1ned unchanged throughout the present: '

1n the latter case 1t is called the 1mperfect present, in the former case the

aorlst present Themat1c ca11s attent1on to the vowe1 t t intervenes
POLNN
between the root and the personal ending which is subJect \a ab]aut In

some pr1m1t1ve forms of PIE the, Sqme verb ‘often had both a thematic and an

'athemat1c fonm In such cases the thematic vowe1 had no funct1on

The bresent was formed by means of the thematic Vowels'e/o,*

wh1ch came between the root and the pePsona] endings, and the accent was

' on the root or the thematic vowel according ‘as the .root conta1ned the i

strong or weak grade of the ab]aut Verbs of{this class are often referred

-

to.as o-verbs because the first person’ singular ends in *-o The *-0 in.

[ =

: *bhero is generally redarded as the personal ending, but 1n'rea11ty it,is

simply the lengthened;ablaut-grade of the heniatic vowel (oossibly frow'

Present:
-J a
A singular ‘
1: *bhér-o - "
2. *bher-e-si. .- o
- 3. *bher-e-ti .

VIR



p1dra1

\ e 1. *bhér-o-mes, (-mos)

g : o T2 *bher—e te C ) o
L ' 3.. *bhér-o-nti . oL - R
Imperfect:

o

singular . _
T 1.- *&-bher-o-m - e, T
Lo 2, *é-bher-e-g
B 3. *e-hhe:-e-t

: ' j€:' ) . ' dua]

*e bher—e -tom
. *e bherﬁe tém

TN e

@V'- ' "5 wiura] Do

Wi oo 1. #é-bher-o-mes - ST o
o e 2. , *é-bher-e-te o C , .

{ e 3. *e-bher-o-nt
| The 1nf1ect1on of the perfect requ1red 'special endlngs in PIE,"

\

E o The example given here presented in: the 'singular, the diphthong 01 but was-
- ablauted to the zero grade in the plural The data we have IS really’ .

insufficient for a comprehenSTve‘Feconstruct1on of . the end1ngs for the- PIE :

3

perfect ' - o ' ' ;
T Greek: . : . . R

o . singular - plural . . i

. 1. -dlda B . ismen 2. A
/// W .~ 2. ofstha T T o dister <0y : .
SN o 3. otde(n) c . -+ - 'is3sin : s

Sanskrit: - = - : IR -
singular - . ' plurdl y ,
L 0 _ e T g :J"' v
1. veda .., <0 = vidma
"2. véttha - Sy i v1da ‘ - )
3. véda - . R vidur L {

. . 7
' * [y
s &5
T N
S . o ;.
A7 | 3 i . J
, S 1 -
W - g ) , [RY
‘ ' ; B
H .A, .
! . .
. ! " + . 3 "I- , ,‘!(’ ||
! R “.l_) ! ? L ﬂ' i
oo l’ [N l- :'.
- i, ¥ 2 ST PR |
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On the basis of what we have presented here, we can reconstruct

the fo]]ow1ng forms for PIE perfect. -These w111 be ‘formed W1thout any

cons1deratlon g1ven to 1aryngea] theories

>

Perfect.:

w

Eﬁingular
£ 1L .*uoid;a
T 2. *w01d tha

i something Tike this:.'

. Perfect: }
, singular .
S 1. *woid-30
- 2.- *woid-tgo
. 31 *WOi d“ h

f—

“

.‘p1ura1

%*yid-me
*w1d-(t)e
*wid-r(o) -

ot

"If we, attempt to reconstruct the perféct in PIE by taklng 1nto

consideration- some of the~1aryngea1 theories, We m1ght end up with
. . v ' i -, / .

plural:

’ :.The s1ngu1ar would be more complete than the plura]

i *W1d r-o/or/ur

Although found in some present and aorist tenses, redup11catlon

has its true 1mportance in the perfect which can exist.with or without it:

Its feature is, the doubling of the initial syllable apparently for the

purpose of sugoesting continuity:j PIE;*sti-s

eA-ti

, he is standing.

. In conclusion, one must be reminded of the"syntheticness' of

4

substantmeted on the bases of eV1dence presented

our reconstructions of PIE. Our arguments and hypotheses can only be

Up until now Greek and

Sanskr1t have prov1ded the best sources: of ev1dence. Ina diégrammEtic

area represents the proto structure i

=N

’ form the presentat1on would Took 11ke an incompleted triangle. The dotted
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ABLAUT I

Ab]aut or vowe]-gradation is "a var1at1on of the vowel %n 1ength
or in ‘quality or in both which or1g1nated 1n Pr1m1t1ve Indo European, -
maan]y as the result of the kind of accent or lack of accent borne by the -
sy]]abfe in which the vowel stands. The.vowels of all sy]]ablesﬂa?gthe_

'+ words were subJected to this a]ternat1on (Kent 1932:70) . :

i Accent can be divided accordlhg to intensity or 1ntonat1on If
the former is predom1nant it is cal]ed stress accent'; if the latter,

' p1tch accent'. PIE was thought to have been character1zed more by pitch,
than by'stress Th1s is based on Greek and Sanskr1t ‘Thege is, however,
‘no doubt that ‘'stress was also present ) "

( The use of accent in PIE was COns1dered to be 'free'. The
variation‘pf pitch'or stresswdid not necessarily depend on‘theﬂmorpho1ogical

character of a syllable: prefix, root, suffix, ending. Nor did it depend

on its rhythmical position: first,-penult. The following example, Greek'

" aner man can demonstrate three positions of the accent: (Prokosch 1939}118)

singular: nom.  anér (suffix) )
gen. . andros {ending) .
acc. andra root)

¢ \

About the orlgln of ablaut, there are many and var1ous theortes

KuryJowicz and Hﬁe]mslev (fo]10w1ng Hirt and Mgller) thought that ab]aut

was.caused~by the changing accent. However, details of their explanations CT,

' differ considerably. Eenvéniste, on the other Hand, (following,Meillet)
says "mais Te ton est 1ié 2 1'alternance, il ne 1a‘p}ovoque pas"..

.(BenVen1ste 1962 52) -

R

&}_ Us1ng Sanskr1t as the basis of reconstruct1on, historically most
early’sehqlars atterned an ablaut system in PIE that had three primary .

vowels: - *a, *i, and *u. But this theory_was rejected by Gearge'Curtius.

b -
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a7,

-

~ when in h1s Journal Ber1chte uber die Verhandlungen der Kgl Sach§ Ges. der -

Wissensch, in 1864, he proposed that an e appeared in para11e11ng posit1ons

“in all of the EurOpean 1anguages. On these grounds Curt1us fe1t that the

- ,r»..-.'

“”proto 1anguage, PIE, should have an *e.., "Nous croyons representer

Eexattement 1e__ysteme de M. Curt1us par Te tab]eau suivant:

Indo europ o a a
Europeen.. a, e \a _
Plus tard. a,0, e ,a" (Saussure 1879:3): -

Y

" This 1dea Tooked good and cauqht on rapidly.
‘ Then K. Brugmann, using Curt1us s* theory, hypothes1zed

pu1squ 'i1 fait allusion (Studien IX 381) 3 la poss1b111te d'un plus

- grand nombre d'a pr1m1t1fs T - .g ) . 3
| Indo-europ. . al o (a) Ch a N

| Européen " e' ' 4 5“ (SauSéure
1874 5) The symbol 2y was supposed to represent the PIE vowe] that gave

r1se to the European e; s for that which-had given rise to European a." As :
is demonstrated in ‘the chart Brugmann a1so allowed for further poss1b1e
d1st1nctions among the a's. This theary was ]nmedlately doubted ‘and
quickly abandoned. ‘ ' ,
Using the’%reek vowels a, e, and 0, W..Collitz proposed his
theory. "...He shoned thatnthere was clear evidenee in'IndolIranian-
_palata]i;ation.for a2 lost distinction‘between a when it corresponded
to European e‘and a'whentit corresponded‘to European a or.o." (Pu]leyb]ank"
1965;86-7) Collttzﬂa theory was accepted as having,otfered the bést

evidence for the existence of the reconstructed *e. Up unti],then there
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. .ot "‘ 3
A : s

“had beeh no real evidence for the a/o distinction in PIE. _Now at.feasf

- PR

" * there was some support. e .

In an effort to find a more comp]ete ab]aut p ttern, the Greekq
.vowe]s were accepted as a mode] for PIE. Brugmann added the feature length
as part of the m¥ke- up " He also included lengthened syllabic 11qu1ds and
nasals, lengthened i u, and a‘vdcaTTc phoneme which was ‘called ':chya - 5-.
‘This new voca]ic phoneme was imporcant' it offered an eXplanat1on for the .
reduced grade of- the 1engthened vowe]s a e, and . “In adopt1ng,th1s much

. more comp11cated purely voca11c -solution, Brugmann and h1s fo]1owers

/
renounced any attempt to find a s1ng]e, a]]—embrac1ng theory of ablaut."

(PulTeyblank 1965:88) ' : R Bt}

»

Hirt offered his vocalic system: g;g:a,‘E'B a; the diphchcngé,:
ei of ai, eu ou au, S 5 .31, &u 3uh5u; iu, i U which he.derived'from‘
- unaccented d:uhthongal or b1sy1]ab1c ﬁormat1ons the reduced VOWels 't
and the syllabic 11qu1d§-and nasal;-r Twmn.. (Hirt 1921:;01)

! In 1939 he changed his system and listed ® as the onlyIWeak vowel.

He also added the following-vowels: ¥ T fl, Tr 11 fm fin. (Hirt 1939:134)

But prior to thfs'says in hfs IG "Es fehlen ganz die r, 1, m, n, und es 1st :

: iauch ke1ne Mog1ichkeit vorhanden, s1ei1rgendw1e anzusetzen Dfe .
;.Lautverb1ndungen rr, 11, mm, nn, d1e zU\den merkwurd1gsten 1ndogerman1schen
. Urformen gefiibrt haben, sind hoffentllch ebenfalls beseitigt." (H1rt 1921
102) h -

Burgmann's kystem_dfffers‘from'H‘rt'e not by including r T m n,
but by excluding i and"z (B'rugma'nn, 'De'le!uck 1897"92-3) Brugmann also’

POS]tS the d1phthongs 21 and su, the palatal -and ve]ar nasals as vowe1s, and

x

_the asp1rated and Unasp1rated forms of S. and P

..)_ : . - T~ .
' v Te I
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- Ferdinand de Saussure, in 1878 presented a structural ana]ysis of

>

ablaut. He para]]e]ed the liquids and nasals: rlmn/r1mn; and the

. c]ose‘vowe]shl and u. The 1atter were structuraﬂy in a dlfferent category

and were to be regarded as vocahc forms of Yy and w. The ablaut series

" 1eipd, 1éloipa, élipon, was shown to be parallel to pénthosl:' pépontha,

épathon (where Greek a reflects an earlier syllable nj. Thése phone?neﬁ whic_h’

_sonant1ques (Saussure 1879:8) o - R

He a'lso hypothes1zed two soneﬁﬁs AQ whtch were very 51m11ar m

——their 'structuralwbehakur to y, Wwr, 1, m, n. These were of undetermined

e

e

/‘ﬁﬁai’c/character (Saussure 1879:135):" Sl

"Vocaljsme des racines dans 1'indo-europeen.

Racine  aj a,i a[u “aqn . amar‘ar.l,-"aA-' a g -
' pleine 1 1 ! 4 1 1 1 \ .
Cay,  Cagi o ayu a,n agm . a,r ayh azl ;
Racine  -®  -i -u- -n- -m -r ~A SR
rédui te : ‘ S L S

When A o'r\(} was, preceeded by a; or a, (Saussure uses Brugmann's two vowels :
2 and a, ) the comb1nat1on 1engthened the vowel. The sonant: became syllabjic

if- the vowel W dropped This would appear in Greek as a andh’n“Sanskrit ‘

N
«

as i. = S " - L A

This whole revo]utwnary proposa] became the baS‘lS of the many Lo

" di fferent 1aryngea1 theor1es that we have offered today.

D1achromca11y, ablaut 1s understood when it is stated in 1ts

e

morpho- phonem1c altérnatlon". (Ghatage 1962: 41) But 1t is undoubted]y far

‘more than just an a1ternat1on. As stated, it maybe a ref'lex of two accent

. - «
& T . u

° . ] .
. s e
RS . - . R -
- - , .
. o .

V. . . N - v ; ’ . i i s 0
could appear either in consonantal or syllabic form were.called-"coefficients

'
1{oe
o

A

morphological category It may ' be’ defmed "as a morpho1og1ca11y cond1t10ned" .

Ty
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... . types: a pitch acceht, and a stress accent. Neither accent occurs on the
) samexphdnologjéal level at the same time. Instead they seem to occur in a
LT " . spiral of stages (Prokosch 1939'120) SR . \\ "
P .2 ‘- t - . r
N . Pitch accent is understood to have deve]oped dur1ng a per1od

, when e, if not fu11y accented was mod1f1ed to 0. Stress on the other hand,

- . 1s-be11eved to have occurred under a twofold result: -a ‘weakening: or 1oss

S i qf unstressed vowe]s, or cond1t1ona1]y, a 1engthen1ng of~ overstressed vowe]s.

: The former is referred to as qua11tat1ve -aplaut; the latteK/ as quantftative
,ab]aut. : . _ )
—«;", T . ’ " D

f- Qua11t3t1ve and quant1tat1ve ablaut are best exp1a1ned in terms

6f'three d1fferent types of vowel.gradat1on. These types are estab11sheﬂ

"\
'(.

& " according to pecularities of the roots, in which the gradat1on occurs. The

N
., : ‘Q

R f1rst type is one wh1ch we f1nd 1n’monosy11ab1c roots and 1s often exp1a1ned

o S

" as ithe resu]t_of the loss of accent, This monosy]]ab1c root conta1ns a

sh%rt g,vﬁhe] in the full grade: *sed-, to s1t. The.éi vowe1"a1ternetes

P

- with an o vowel, -There'is no evidence.as to which occurred first; the e or

- " .the 0. 'The two seem to alternate equally. The above root can assume five

v

- -~ different fornis. ' Antoine Meillet, who accehts Saussure's views dn the

voca11c system of PIE offered these f1ve.forms -“Donc” & coté du.type °

: general d'alternance vocalique: , .

y o o I - “*e(*) . . (%) . _Wezero..."-(Meiﬂlet

“

. P

. . 1964:159) .
A I " Y o v

Tee s . 7 L The first.is a_full.e-grade *sed-; the, second is'a 1engthened

S e-grade *sed-; the thjrd is‘a full o-grade *sad— the ﬁourth is a Tengthened

- ;.B-Qrade fsBd-, the flfth is a zero g¥ade *sd- - _5. -, -

¢
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Genez;lly, e- grade is found in themat1c ve#bs in. the present

1

tense.’ These verbs are categor1zed under 'L1ght Base' 'GR.; trepho, I .

feed, 1ego speak The e-grade with Iength is found Jn'some aorist
verbs which were mostIy athemat1c verbs L., venit/vEnit,.he came.
ne cave.

The o- grade is found ma1n1y in the perfect sunguIar tense of - .

- the verb. ‘It is ‘also found in other: areas: verba] and root nouns, and -

o

3 rhagmé, fracture/rhegnumi,_I‘break. y

causative verbs. Examples - for the 0 -grade are: Gk., trOpe/trepho, food;

16&65/1696{ speech. The Iengthened o-grade 1is demonstrated in: Gk.,

-

k]
’ -

- . .. The alternation of e/o which can- appear in-the root of the word .

[

equa]ly'1s called qua11tat1ve abTlaut.

Me111et LI B y a trois’ autres types;:

II. ~  *g . *0 - . - *3
111. " *xg Cot - ’ *y
‘ . IV S k3 - - -

<

ou, du mo{ns, deux si 1'on admet qde,‘dans Te type III Te voca]jsme *a

. manque par hasard, comme il est probable, (Me111et 1964: 159) ’
Because of the constant state of flux in wh1ch language usually

ex1sts, 1t is never Very easy to present a system of language w1thout many

qua11f1cat1ons. Such is the case in discussing PIE ‘ablaut. Here we have -

" certain monosyllabic roots that show a long vowel in the full grade, *séd-,

“to sit. The expected-vowel is a short one according to Meiliet's first chart.

This . lengthened grade could be due to an over or under-accented vowel. If it
is a case of the 0ver accented vowe]s, then the root is Iengthened 0therwise
A4t 1s weakened. When the root vowel 1is Iengthened 1t does not necessar11y

fo]low the pattern of the fu]I grade’ short voweI, and take the Iengthened *a,

i‘ﬁ



.

“'mqre/most).

L
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Instead there is a triad division? *e, *a and in some roots the only

attested vowel is *o. When the. root vowel is weakened then it takes the -

vocalic phoneme & in the zero grade (see Méi11et'§ second chart’above)...

Here we have examples of each of these sub-types: (MeiTiet -

A Iy

1964: 159-60)

II. L. se-mem " Go. sai-so L. sa-tus

’ . seed. he has sown -~ . Sown

1. L. do-num L. da-tus
g . gift - e given -

. IV, Gk. . pha-mi : . Gk ’pha-més p
S I_S_l/ L ©We say 4 - J
This c]assiéication is referred to as qdantitat}ve ablaut because it s
consists in.the reduction or increase of vowe] quantity. : .
. Besides having a division 1nto qua]1tat1ve and quant1tat1ve

ablaut, we also havé one into der1vat10na1 and 1nf1ect1ona1 ab]aut

Der1vat1ona1 ablaut .is when the ablaut occurs w1th1n a set of related words

composed of the same base morpheme and af1l the affixes that can go with it.

Inflectional ablaut is when.it ogelirs in a pase morpheme which adheres'to the |

1n the part of speech* i) occurs

o

Although some languages demonstfate one better than the other

(and S%nskrlt shows them equally we]1), we offer the fo]]ow1ng examp]es as

" proof of ‘our stated division:

Greek derivational:

] . . . -

*e *0 ° *o
(intensive) (iterative)

!



Paralleling.fonné for the Greek inflections are demonstratéd in ¢er¢3in 01d

¢

English nominal inflections.

\ u-stem nouns with -those of its reconstructed forms in PGmc and PIE, then

set

ablaut can be seen quite clearly:
' 01d Englisﬁ

masculine u-stems

C sg. nom.’

acc.
gen.
" dat.

3
sun-u
sun-u
sun-a
sun-a

-~

AR

", one

could consider ge-st - nest as analogical formations in MnE. /!

-~ .
-

PGnc

~uz’

- ~um-
~auz -
+=al

)
; .
verb: * 'phérS — ,‘phoréa -, phorao '
‘““l © to garty ‘ force to carry to carry cont1nuou§Ay
" noun: phértron ' phiré p#é#
cart, carrying thief
. Greek inflectional: .
'singular plural -
nom, patér, father patér-es
. . gen. patr-os patér-Bn.
e | daf. patr— U patr- ~asi(n).
. " ace, patér-a’ "\ patér-as
b ,f' One cbu]d-a]most parallel the derivational formations in
7 Germanic: o Ph_' '
Germénic (modern‘Eng1ish) derivational: ;
. *e - 1 | *o‘ | Zero ' .
S verb: | sit — 2 — ne-st .
o . i ) |
T .Al’ | *e' *g i_*a
' noun: soot 1

nest

[

PIE

) <= ) _-U-s
S -u-m,
e Tou-os

= -ou-ei

e

-]

If we compare the 1nf1ect1ona1 end1ngs of the

..

.

I/I

'a .

L
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While ablaut is not readi]y observable in the 01d qu]ish inf]ectioﬁé, it
still dées exist. The nom. and acc. sg. show the ze?olgrade of ablaut in
Pemc and PIE; while the gen. and dat. sg.. show the full-grade in'o. This
contrast between the direct grammatical forms (nom. and acc.) and the
1ndire2f forms (gen. and:daf.) is an instance of quantitétive ab1aut..

» Eduard Prokosch in his book, A Comparative Germanic Grammar,

presented a slightly different théory of ablaut.from that of Meillét.
Prokosch's hypothesis is based on a:tgrnar§'division of the roots. He
suggested making é distinétion betwéen the short vowel root, the'long*voﬁe1
root, and the disyllabic root. The first Prokoséﬂ referred to as a 'Light
Base', the second as a 'Heavy Base', aﬁd the thfrd remained as stated.' "A
base may be a root syllable, a prefix, a suffix, an end1nq, or an
independent particle." (Prokosch’ 1939 1?3) .

) In his discussion on 'L1qht Base Prokosch 1nd1cated a difference
bétween himself and Meillet, whom I have been following. Both accepted the
qua]itgtive ab]th, e/o with or without length. They.differ on 'Light;Base'
quantitative ablaut in the zero grade. Meii]et, who- followed. the
'structuralisfs, did not make this Hirtian;Prokosch distinction. Prokosch
proﬁbsed a zero/reduced grade. The zero grade was the same.a; thaf propdséd
by Meillet, but' the reduced grade'proposed by Prokdsch was called '%qhwa
secundum and 1t was symbo11zed by’b ) '

This schwa secundum allowed for a partial reduction of the full
e-grade. "It can best be attested in GreekAénd La@in,‘where.ii appears as
a (in Gk. only béfore nasals and 1iquids) in sy11ab1es that otherwisé show -~ -
“alternation betweenig;aﬁd 0: p3t- (reduced form of pet- in Gk. Qetéhnﬁmi T

'stretch', L. peto 'strive'): pateo 'stand open'; L. maneo 'remain’-against




P
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-Gk. méno; L. magnus -'great' .against Gk. megas; the Gk. proposition pard
‘about' by the side'of pery 'around' n . (Prokosch 1939:95) .This schwa

replaced the zero grade in unpronounceab]e consonant c]usters and

unacceptab]e grammatical forms.

It is a]so ev1dent that Prokosch used th1s4>for another purpose
It adequately exp]amed a distinction between the first three and the

fourth and f1fth classes of the Germanic strong verbs. A d1phthonga1 ~glide

in the ‘first three classes assumed a vocalic function. These first three

classes took ‘a zero 'gra'de in the past participie: ei', eu/i, u - steigan,

.staig/stigum‘,'stiga'ns. The Tiquids 1, r dnd the nasals m, n deve10peg a

4

supportmg VOWe'I el_, er, ém, en‘in Germanic: ;0HG swimman, singan / swumnum,
sungun . The fourth and fifth classes which were monophthonga] had a . '
reduced grade: g1-noman, gi- sezzan ./ *n#mono-, *srbdono- It is m the!
understandi ng of these disti nctwns that we can see the Just1f1cat1on for .

a *schwa secundum in Germamc

So far no. one has bettered Prokosch's h_ypothes1s it i5 true that

* there is not a. read_y acteptance of 1t “But th1s is probab]y due to the

/ /

scope that/sch/a secundum deals w1th Other Hnguis'ts would p‘robab.ly'
P
p/efe/ to 1nc6rporate this smaﬂ area into a nyeéneral theory. Prokosch

happened to think, most hkel_y on the bases’ of internal evidence, that it
“a-new symhol, We must be
cautious ;in disagreeing with-P’rokosc ere, after.all ‘the 'ablaut theory' is

warranted a s*eparate dlstmctwn,/and "heh

s

.shown, but they are also ‘ubJected to lengthen\ing *a1/*01 .whEn these

‘1engthened di phthongs 'were shortened ‘the 1ength waS/ taken from e first

/.

’ 7 Py .o -7 i ' v
2 The Greek words in this quote-have been transliterateéd
"l‘__‘[ y ,// . ' P /
s _"' s ! s z
o B s
- N ‘ - g f

ol




- -as presented in, his discussion on 'Heavy Base', is the same as that proposed

. in these var1ants of *geneu-

o . 26
. : . . ~ . S ' o
R ~. : t

- P : \ ) . . .
element: *ai —> ai. The exception to this‘\was to be'found in the “|‘

diphthong *ei. Here PIE *ai gave two forms m Gemhanic, e and E?,. The e

later became Germamc 2 whlle the e2 became ia/1e in OHG In Gothic

- *a/*ai ap£eared as 1engthened e. Prokosch _pointed out that the evidence

Yy

for this is very rare: #aj- — Go., ON., OE., her and OHG., hiar, here.

For the most part the remainder of Prokosch's ablaut theory, 7 Y

by Mei"Het However, Prokosch also include's a discuss'ion"on 'disyﬂabic

.bases’ .in his treatment of ablaut,

Yet even here in t?s discussion on d1sy11ab1c roots there is
no comp1ete agreement Prokdsch's theory is that ‘to account for forms such
as Gk , gonu : Go » kniu, knee one had to accept d1sy]1ab1c roots. Tpeodoro

Maurer proposed that di syllab1c roots were merely a more irregular. form of

‘the monosyHab1c base The 1rregu1ar1ty cou]d be accounted for by the

“presence of a sonant: 1, r, My, 1, i, u, in: the root . Prokosch's disyﬂabih

P AL

base cou1d undergo doub]e gradatwn, that is, both sy11ab1es could be v

ablauted. Maurer fe]t that "the second sy]]ab'le is entirely 1gnored"

(Maurer 1947: 9) o
The dlsyHalnc ‘bases cou]d be d1V1ded 1nto d%sy]]abic Tight

’

" bases in ere/re/er/er/re and d1sy11ab1c heavy bases in era (= e =0)/era 7

B r 3y if both syHab]es ‘were unaccented/ra) (Prokosch 1939: 129) Maurer -

hkew1se offered a twofo]d dw1s1on roots where a short fu'l] vowel is

.found in the first or -second syHable (exeept with a zero grade), and, roots
- where the full vowel of the first sy]]able is short (e or o*} Whl]e the

. second syﬂab]e has a for e/o. Examp]es for the first category can be seen

eénhu, *dneu-, *Jonus, *Gnow-, *8nu; for

”

a



/', . ~the. second. c'atego'ry," td?éta'-‘;——;;der‘a— *drE-_ *dora-, *dro-, *dra-, Note B
that the ‘vowel in the fuﬂ grade occurs e1ther before - the sonant, or after .
© - it. There is neyar a fu]] vowel in both pos1t1ons Finally, a vowel if
it is conti guous'f'te ‘a sonant within the root may undergo metathes1s.
(Maurer 1947: 1$Y ] g
" , - In conc]uswn, Maurer presents a tab]e to demonstrate the three .
| types of,,mots with their vowel gradations. I se]ect from that tabTe on1y

i those ex'amMes which I feel best demonstrate LTy ‘own presentatwn The\ *

Greek forms_have been transliterated.
a7

L - - -~

ey

I. weak root vowel: - _ o :
e "MONOSYLLABIC .~ " DISYLLABIC AN
“short 2 long S 1st syH . 2nd sylTl. a‘ o . L
. , (zero-grade)  (a- grade) (no vowel) * (2 éxcept before .
Ce ‘ ‘o ’ e vowels)
Thematic pres. PIE *q" m—sketl o o *wéna- E
(suffix -skefo) Sk. gacchati : ¢ . OHG.wunsken
o he goes . . to wish
_Thematic PIE *leyk"- ’(l‘<as- ‘ . rewda- -
-7 aorist. Gk. élipe- Sk. acisat Sk.drudat
PR he left he commanded he wept
Verbal Adj. ~ PIE *g"em- - xdo- X *gelo- = ’
(suffix -t6-  Gk. batds - Gk.dotds , Go.fulls
.or -ng-) gone given : © full
. Verbal Noun. PIE *g"em- *dhe- S *mera- AR
(suffix -tey-) Go. gZga)qu@»s Gk. thésis - Sk, mur-tih
o : ) - putting . firm body
'Adjective. PIE *ters- ’ g . . plet(h)a-,
" (suffix -u~) . Go. paursus - : Gk.platus .
— s dey , ' g wide
II, e-grade root . . -
R (e voxye]) (e/am~0) 1st syll.e “2nd-sy11.2 except
- - / : _ before vowels
Thematic pres. PIE *'l)eyk - ‘- . - " *bhewa-?
. . Gk.- Jeipo LI g . Sk.bhav-ati

leave =~ . ° g _ he becomes:
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~ 1I1. - 0-grade root: : ‘ , ,
S _ . - (ovowel) (o vowel) 1st sy1l. o 2nd sy11.3 except ,
e : L : o " , before vowels
Causative. -  PIE ‘bher- . A *gonai .
(suffix -ey- Gk. phor-éo ) “ . OE cennan (see short
. ~efo) .. - I carry ' S vowel chart)
" - , ~ ' e o - - to_bring forth
, RN - : - ' '
.7y, IV, “the root presents an-alternation of a full. vowel with a weak form
o (zero-grade), . =
" Perfect tense. PIE *bheydh- = - .'*gﬁ'g-‘_ ‘ l *rud- .
(efzero) . Go: baip _ Gk.ér-rog-a Sk.ru-rod-a
.. o I waited ° I am broken = ° [ wept
S (faurer 1947.:3-6) | -
‘\\\ “Jl) . . .
» \', ) .
\ - . N )
\\-'\.
) v
- ‘/'l ' -
\ ' l 3
. | , :
,/ . / )
- ' ® .
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GERMANIC VOCALIC SYSTEM

The PIE vocalic system has undergone many changes in 1ts

.evolvement to Proto-Gennamc (hereafter PGmc). While some of the changes

&

can be exp]amed others ‘cannot and so remain only as conJectures The
reason for their 'unexplainableness' is the lack of any real- comparatlve
ev1dence. We have here/two proto-1anguages thCh demve their strength

from their daughter Ianguages PIE 1s reconstructed from Gk., Gmc., OIr.,

'.etc; an'd PGmc from Go., OS.', OE., etc.  The relationship at this level 1s,

3

at least, one step beyond any comparative eyidence of the daughter languages. L

Hence we are 1eft to make only semi- substantiated conjectures in our attempt

to trace the relationship.

PGmc, as a point in time, is defined "as that stage of Gennamc -

/
whlch was spoken between the time of the Germanic accent sh1ft and the loss
of /e a/ when f1na1 and weak1y stréssed". (Lehmann 1961:70) Structura]]_y

and in detaﬂ Elmer Antonsen extends th'lS deflmtwn "Proto Gerjmamc...

A S R Gme sound shift
e pre-Germanic [pre is that time 1laps R
- ' up to the pomt called A
proto]

------------------------------- "Gmc accent shift
Proto-Ger‘manic '

(1) =-- = memmmmemam o L1 /e

. Late Proto-Germanic Lel /i/

T} J— e LR e - loss of final /-¢ -a/
' pre-Northwest Germanic 4 .
) . /61/ - Jaf

e e m—em e e (not defmed yet)"

(Antonsen 1965 31) Th]S deﬁmtlon is founded on purely structural data ,'

and so is not z:z@stable._ However it does serve to demonstrate
generally wher mc Thay be placed.: o - :



4

- The division, of the Germanic lénguages‘can sometimes ne
prob]emaltic. Pedersen’ feels that it 1s m1s1ead1ng to separate them into
North East, and West. . (Pedersen 1962: 31) He feels that certain hngu1st1c
facts agree too well between Gothm and Scandinavian. Hence he euggests
‘a twofold division: East-ﬁprth_eemenic and wedt Germanic. This is noti
in agreement wi th the East end-'West divisi_orn advocated by Scherer and other.
- great Geman scholars. ‘ . : : - |
4 North Germamc (01d Norse) is presently represented by West
. Scandinavian (Icelandi c, Norwegian) and East Scandi nav1an (Damsh Swed1sh).
" The oldest records avaﬂab]e are the Runic Inscr1pt1ons, some of which date
to the 3rd and 4th centuries. '

tast Germam‘c (thhic, Vande], Buré‘undian) has qn'ly fré'gmentary
records 1eft The most extensive of these are of Wulfilas' New-Teétament'
trans]atlons These are Gothic tra.ns]a‘tions of the Tlate 4th cén‘tury A._D..

) " West Germa?i%\consis‘ted of (Eng'ljsh; Frisian, LowGermen, l.ow
Franconian, High German). English has récords dating back to the 7th century’
A.D.. It {s divided into three periods: Old English (dialects-West Saxorr, :'
_Kent1sh Mercian, and Northumbrlan) up to 1100 A.D.; Middle Enghsh up to n
1500 A.D.; and Modern English from 1500 A.D. onward;;_. Fr1s1an has records . ’
dating From the 14th {:entury; - Lorr GAer‘man,_wi th re'co.rds dati dg from trle_gph
century A.D., is generally called 0id Saxon up to- 1200 A.D.; the modern
dialect is called Plattd_edtsch Low Francoman gave us Dutch, Flem1sh;

“ Brabantish, and Limburgish. H1gh German has its. oldest documents be]ongmg

— -

‘to about the 8th century.
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1

An over-—aﬂ view of the short vowels as they ex1sted in PIE, PGmc .

and 01d Enghsh 100ks somethmg Tike this:. )
PGmc i e a u . [u] - [o] .

o AN /\ AN A

1. 1¢ €0 ‘ae ea. e - Qw

) PIE *q maybe cons1dered as the zero—grade of the d1phthong *ei:
PIIf *heidh- —> *bhidh- to bid. It remained i in Germanic language:
Go., b1dJan ON., bipia, OE., b1ddan€;ﬂ0Frls., bidda, 0S., biddian, OHG.,
bi tten to bid. *i behaves like any other PIE post vocalic sonant in that
it becomes vocalic in the' zero grade. ‘ | .

PIE *i —> i NWenc.: OHG., wizzum, 05., witun, OE., witan, and

‘Go. > w1tum we_know, ,'It -does not remam i con51stent]y in aH Germanic
di alects. In Gothic before handr, it is presumed' ‘that *i —> [el qrﬂ:ten '
Cai: So. ,"wair man. When PGmc *i/*a/*u occurred befére a nesa1 (n) plus__
'-X(h) the vowe] was: nasahzed and léngthened and the masal was Jost: |
PGmc *b 13Xanan —> Go.,, beihan, 0s. , th]han OHG. , dihan, to_thrive;
Péme *b aptta —> Go., Pihta, 0., thahta, OHG., dahta; OF., bohte.-

thogght PGmc *}Dngta
duhta seemed (Wright 1952:28, Scargi1l 1951:16)

> Go., pilhta, 0S., thihta, OE., Jouhte, OHG.,

' PIE *j — e before a- -sounds, or or1gina11y when a o or e occurred

"in the next syHab]e in PGmc: PIE *nizdos —> OHG., and OE. » nest nest;

3cond1’ tional sound changes..



*wi ros -—> OHG » 0S., OE., and 0Fr1s , wer man. Differences can occur,

e

whether they be d1a1ect1ca1 or not.. In 01d High German and O]d Enghsh i ‘
may occur before the reflexes of a- -sounds, 1nstead of the expected e: 2nd \
per sg pres. subj. PGmc,*wi ga1z you kill vs *wega1z you carry —> OE.,

4, ﬁ’ngan to fight 'vs wegan to carry and OHG., wigan to _'battfe Vs wegian.

o - . gi
to_move. Apparent]y, there are other s1m11ar doublets: OHG., skif skef . - "
ship; OE., spic, spec bacon. To explain these latter forms one. has to
\)' . v e »
* assume that PGmc *i remained before “i-sounds, but becamej__. before a-sounds:
PGmc: - ; ) L . S ' *,
e ‘ " sg. nom.® ‘*skepaz. ‘ ' /
/S - ‘gen.  *skipeza/iza S
: dat.  *skepoi S s T
S , ~ Toc.  *skipi “(Marchand 1957: 348f)
. *{ ahd *e ‘were freqdent‘ly confused, if not always. Prokosch and.
Meﬂ]et agreed that they were ‘'almast' members of the same phoneme, i.e., .
/e/ —> [1] and [e]. “"In a limited way, a- caused mutation of i to e, contrary
/

e

to the direction of the drift. This seems to indicate that-Gmc. i and e _ ;-/L‘

e T

were practically one 'phoneme'; before i bqth 'voweis'appea?ed‘/as i, before

a, as e. Cf. 36. IE wiros "man' > OHG wer; IE s-tigh‘os”> OHG steg;ffE
ni-zdom > OHG nest. But this“change occurred or;ly in corhparative]y isolated

forms." (Prokosch 1939: 109) e ‘_ L .

Kur_y]omcz and Twaddeﬂ fe]t that *i and *e contracted through

- at Teast, part of their dlstr1but1on and therefore were phonem1c:‘_ "the

combmed p1cture of /1/ and /e/ a]]ophones Tooked like this:

o

‘before resonants alone . [e] - . .
before .nasal + consonant” ‘[4] ~

- before /r;1/-+ cdrsonant [e] ) - . -
before_obstruent + /i,j/ [i] o e T

before obstruent + /u,a/ [1] [e] ~

w



-

e cannot say “that /i/ and /e'; were aHophones of the same phoneme e
because they both occurred in. contrast ﬁn:h each other, in certa1n - o
T phonet1c c1rcumstances And yet the d1str1but1on of /i/ and /e/ Wwas’ :
comp]ementary in too many respects to Just1fy treat1 ng them as- two horma] ’
- distinct phonemes." (Twaddell 1948 142 and -145) | ‘
Marchand stated that the reflexes of PIE *i and *a did not
.contrast in'identicall environments. He presented arguments‘to 'establli'sh
‘the M1ty$f two assumed sound changes for preGmc' PIE *§, —> %o before
a-sounds, *e — *i before u-sounds. To deny these changes will be to o "
accept the aHophones [i] and [e] as members of d1fferent phonemes L ,,'
(Bee]er 166:473) ' —_ | "
"Surmnng up, the assumpt1on that *i and *e were members of the.
| same phoneme in Proto-Germamc perm1 ts the explanation, of “the forms Jn the e
indgvi dual 1angua'ge's ., it is defen.sible on metho]og?cal ,,grounds; ‘it permits
) the“ exp]anation of anomalies in the daughter languages: i-t‘foffers .neafer ‘

. ptcture of Proto-Germani-c; it yields a better explanation for the zituation
in Goth1c ih=its relationship to the other Germanic 1anguages It is™
therefore go be preferred ‘to the assumpt1on of a phonem1c d1 stinction between
the two sounds." ‘(Marcfand 1957:354). - -

~ - - ‘ .- " AY
) L ) .

o ' PIE *e —> i ‘in Germanic unless followed by a mid or low vowel,

-~

such as e, 9, or a. Lev'elihf; has to an extent obscured the origjna] i =
‘ conditions. PIE *bher- —> Go.,bairan, dN bera, OE. ,'beran 0 bear; PIE .
*ad- —> Go. ,‘1tan ON., eta, OE., etan, OHG., ezzan _t_o_e_gi;_ PIE *nem- —>
Go » himan, ON s nema OE., mman _t_o_ta_ke_. S ! |
'.PIE *a —> i: a) béfore a nasal plus a consonant: CGo:i-OE., | S

bindan, OHG., bintan to bind; b) before a -cluster of.,-consonan\ts plus i
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(if more than one: consonant p1us j occurred before°1, i or iu-in the second

] M : y

- N -sy]]ab}e then it was- reallzed as a comb1nat1on accord1ng to the ‘rule of;

. afternat1on 1/3 .dependent upon the length of the preced1ng sy]]ab]e Gov,
B ,
ha1rde1s) c) .in. unaccented sy11ab1es except in the combination -er when [
e ' not followed by an’ i in the next syl]ab]e ngc fotiz — OE., fet.. The

) except1on ~er 1s to be found in OE. fz.der, OS fader, OHG., fater

©

father. (Hright 1952:28) ‘3

.
-
L
*1
R g "
é\{‘ " {‘

. o, , . PIE *e — i/*a —> 2 when fo]1owed by an i, T or j in the same

or the next syllable: PIE *tre1ses — PGmc'))rnes OHG. , dri, OE 'Pm,

et Gﬁ ‘))Y'81S three l]PGmc *gast1z —>. ON., gestr‘, Go. ,. nasjan, OE., nerian

~ =
~ @

to savey PIE *sed-i——> Go., satjan,.OE., settan to set.

[ PIE *e broke into ea/ia before a in the fo11ow1ng syllable: 2
74 . .
. ) .+ PGpc *ebnaz —> Go s 1bns, OHG., eban, OIcel., 1afn 0Sw. , iamm even It

-

"broke into eo/1o before u in the following syllable in some 1anguages.
— ¥ «

. PG *mieluk —> OE., meol(o0)c, Olcel., OSw., miolk, otherwise it was.i ag in

0

Gy, miluks, OHG., miluh, WnE. , milk.

- . © -

<In West. German1c when e is um]auted by a fo11OW1ng i/3 the .

@

/'f . conSOnant which preceded was doub]ed PGnc *sett1an — Wemc. , s1tt1an,g
~OE., sittan . to sit. -This particular change is carr1ed out with almost

l.'comp1ete regularity in all the Germanic 1anguages -(Campbe11 1959:42)

,?’ B 01d Eng]1sh e—> eo before h-and r followed by any consonant,

and before 1 1f it was ve]ar1zed by a following ¢ or h. It is very

e I the u JUSt d1d not.exert sufficient 1nf1uence to parallel the case of a in

‘the fo]Jow1ng syliable. ? o 5 ’ et

?doubtfu] that u in the fo]]ow1ng sy]]ab]e caused e to become i. Phonetlcal]y

" Final unstressed PI£ *o —> PGmc *qi. It would persnst after

v

. " short sy11ab]es, as the reflex of PIE‘*1 d1d in OE 0S., and OHG.M eOE.,



~contrast with final -i throughout the PGmc period. PIE *e

_under the following circumstances (Beneditksson 1966:181f);

areas: PGmc *siBun, OHG., sibun, 0S., §1tun, OE., siofon_(ear]ier sifun).

.1anguages PIE *ad- —> Go., ON., 0S., at, QE. y =t OHG , az to; PIE,

-~}

- /'. - ] ’
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J ) ' c e N ) ‘./
. ‘ ' ] - s
meri ;—> 70E., mere sea. ‘Also medial -e- did not change before;“—‘-_%r"..finﬂ

3

. . . [
unstressed -e, as it should have if final -e — -i: OE., mec” me.

; According to Bened1tksson, final -e\gegglneo~unchanged and in

1_before u’

, i) before second syllables with
’ K '1,10"1” -
ii) before consonant clusters plus j N
iii) before nasal plus consonant "~ - L .
iv) before second syllables with a, . i N
" Q, Or au.- : '

There is much d1spute about this change of *e —> 1 before u. '

Some clear examples of .its non- occurrence are ava11ab1e, espec1a11y in u~stem.

nouns. Other examples show that 1t maybe absent throughout the entire

Germanic area: ON., meku — m1qpr, OHG. , metu OE:, medu meadgdr1nk!

Y

Then there are cases where the change«is present 1n On]y a part of- the

t

~area: . ON., fe]u —> f1q1, OE., feolu; but also 0s., filu manx[muc .

Sometimes -the change is present for all, or at least most of the Germanic

‘o /s
The conclusion must be that the’ phonemic status of the PGmc
= s

opposition ize is more difficult to estab11sh before a fo]]oW1ng syllable -

Al

. with* u, than 1n other positions: Yet there can be 11tt1e doubt that the

/ ! F)
change. . of e Y i before u, "did not -oceur. a . v
o - e,

PIE *a, a]though somewhat uncommon rema1ned in a]] Germanic

*agros- — Go. , akrs 0s., akkar, ON., akr, OE. ; =cer, OHG., acker -

pToughed 1and Pr1mec *a —> =& in 01d Eng]1sh and 01d Fr1s1an when not :

- ¢ ' e ©

.o+4owed by—a nasal-consonant. . ,>' - o

. .
. . . . .
. R . v . -
[ . . . ) A .
. . .
. - s
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PIE *o —> a initially and in stem syllables: PIE *okto(u) .
—> Go., ahtau, ON., atta, OFris., -achto, 0S., OHG., ahto, OF., eahta

- eight; PIE *ghorto- — ON.,,gaﬁ}r, OE., geard, OHG., gart yard. .

PIE *u maybe'considered.as the zero grade of the diphthong eu/ou., .’
This yowe1.remained ih PGmc before i ano_g: PIE *bhudh- —> Go.¢ budum,

N., buSom, OE.,;Budon, 0S., budun, dHG.,'butun we_offered. Meillet
considered *u as a sonant vowel. (Mei11et 1970:30)

PIE *u — o0 is a cohdttioned sound change. The change is
prevented by anaincompatib1e‘vowe1 in the following syllable, but sometimes
favored by a compatih]ejvowel This PIE *u remains before *i or *u in the
f0110w1ng syllab]e, but changes when followed or1g1na11y by a mid or low
vowel, and when not protected by a nasal plus a.consonant, or an 1nterVen1ng

l.Or.l- PIE *ghutom — OE., god OHG s got g_g_ Although this.sound

‘change'occurs with considerable regularxty in 01d English, there are still

many exceptions. Often OIdNEnQIish will show u wherenother'Wesf Germanic

languages will show o OE., full, OHG., foll  full; OE., fugol, OME fogal

birdd. ' e

By PGmc times *u was developing aIIophones under paral/e1tng
circumstances to that of *i It has been ma1nta1ned that [1] and [e]
_became members of one and the same phoneme, and that thelr re]at1onsh1p
was para]]el to that between [u] and [0]." (Bened1tksson 1966:180) Both
of the al]ophones had a c]early marked a]]ophonxc structure, accord1ng to !

Twaddell. When the syl]ab]e was stressed the -allophone was- determ1ned by - 49

.- the fo]]oWIhg consonant The cond1t1ons of this deve]opmeht are as such

a) before a.nasal plus a consenant (an [o] allophone occurred); b) before

e
?

a syllable with high vowels (here'an [u] allophone was deueloped); c) before .
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d a~jonlvowe14?n the fbi]owfng syldab]e (here an [o0] allophorie was develeped;
andtﬁ% remained an aldophone of the /u/ phbnene) When the a]]ophone

' appeared ln,an unstressed sy1lab1e,,the h1gher allophone occurred... "The

determinants [of the a]lophones [o] and [u]] were thése:

"”;" T . 1in monosy]lables [u] -
- = " before high vowels fu]
o ’ before low vowels . o] -
. .. (except) before a,
., ~ nasal plus consonant “[u] ' : 1

a

Examples: Gmc *furi: OHG furi 'before's Gme *fura:‘.Uﬂfwiera"before';
..*sunus: OE sunu ‘son'." (Twadde11 1948: 144) ’

’ There seems to be many more. examples’ of *u —> [o], than of

v-‘:) -

*j —> [e]. But nowhere is this change universal, espec1a11y 1n Germanic.
.Here there is'clear fluctuation from one to the other: OHG., fol, OE., fu]ﬂ
full; OHG., wolf, OE., wulf, ON., ulfr wo]f; and doublets: OHG., furhten:
farhten to fear, OE , Spura Spu™ : spora track

"In v1ew of the extensive para11e11sm between i:e and u:o, the

fact thaf the - observab]e alternation of u:o must in part be re]ated to the

morphological”environment is of counig/d/gz;;ng argument in favor of

explaining the distﬁibution of i:e in the same wdy. Therefore, even thou'gh~

¢

i has remained more frequently than u, and though no traces are préserved

of the intermediate stage of the alternation i:e as of u:o, analogy is the . -
;most 1ikely ‘explanation for i:e, too." (Beneditksson 1966:185)

I
!

. - PIE*3 — a in Germanic. In the ab]aut system it is the reduct1on
af the Tong vowels &; 0 and a: PIE *patér —> Go., fader, ON., fdper,.OE.,
feder, 0S., fadar, OHG., fater father; PIE *13d- —> Go., lats, ON., Tatr,

‘OE., 1mt, 0S., lat, OHG laz lazy. Initially, *3-is confused with the
short a in Germanic. Ordinarily it disappears, or if it is_represented

. L] ,
g . ~ J
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by some vowel in cases difficult to determine, it is one of the vowels a,

.

iorwu. - (Meﬂ1et 1470:30) -

¢

PIE *»b(schwa secundum) is a part1a1 reductmn of *e The full
' reductwn would be zero (Prokosch 1939:95) In Germanic, *£ — u 1'n

unstressed or weak]y stressed sy'l'lab]es before and after nasals-and 11qu1ds :

\
PIE *gh-smon'—> Go., OE., gumas ON., gume, OFris., 0S., OHG gomo man;
A man

PIE *t#1- — Go.,pulan, ON.,pola, OE.,polian, OFFis., tholia, 0S., -

+ tholian, OHG., dolen suffer. (Prokosch 1939:102) . .
The PIE sy]'l.;abie resonants deueloped into Germanic as:
PIE A ‘ h
r o — A u\r-/.ru/or1 , : S
; . u'r/ru. /¢, VP T
1 = et T |
1. = uy e v - .
m —> - - um/oml, B
51 o~ — T uwmomt /-C, V--4 2 - " . .
n - ——-> ~ : un/on1
n | R, un/on : /;'C V—-#2
1. phono]ognaﬂy cond1t1oned var*rant (a- um]aut)
2.. emnronmenta'l]y conditioned. . Lo

]

PIE had four resonants, 1 m i r, with syﬂébic and non-syHabic

allophones in comp]emeritary distribufion Based on ev1dence from Sanskmt

a

and other daughter languages, length was attributed to the four aHophones '
‘that were syHabw. This brought the number of syllabic allophor!es to

* eight, four short and_four ]ong. . If the resonants 'occ'urr,ed between consonants
(with a pause, or initially, or finally couutihg'as a ‘consonanp) fhe-Y were

:“" &\‘
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. syllabic, [1 mn r] /If the rESonants occurred before or after vowe1s, .
:T‘they were non sy11ab1c, [1 m n r] The or1q1na1 sez;;é//; these PIE short ’ oo
' voc311zed consonanth was ‘due to the 1oss of the Xpwe1 a, eor 0 in the i . =
sHort d1thhongs, and in comb1nat1ons of shorz/vowels p\y m_g_r_ The ' 5§ﬁi)'
resuIt was that e1 em en er > [1 mn n}///ih1s 1oss appears to have : f;?f;/{‘
_been due to a shift of accent to somezéther syllable in the word. - ureng
the pre-German1c period the a110phones [1 mn ;} came to con1nz{é:!w1tﬁl;
ul um un ur.’ (Mou1ton 1948 81) P -0 T
. PIE *1 as in *wlk"8s —> Pémc *wulfaz, OF., 1, O wo1f
Go., wulfs wolf; PIE *;imos > Go., fulls, OF., 6., full, OKG., vol
- full. '
" OPIE *@ as in *gwwﬁ —> (0., ga-gum-bs arrive, gb; PIE 41Tt6m
> OE., hund, OHG., hunt;;QE.; 60.,.Hund hundred. |
PIE *n A; in *mqltée ——r>‘Go. ga;munds, OE., mynd(e), OHG.: g
gi-mﬁnt remembrance; PIE *wpdhj —> 0OE., wundor, O0S., wundae; OHG., wuntar

wonder: _
PIE *r as in *mr ti —> Go . maur] r, OHG » mord death PIE
*prka > OE » furh, OHG., furuh fggggﬂ . , '
h Here are the ref1exes of the PIE 1ong vowe1s as.they existed in PGmec
~and’ 01d English: A |

PIE - R 3 0

u
~ \ \/ /’
PGmc T3 e ae 0 U -
“ s
& 1 ! ‘",
3 d (I N
T : % G ¥
.L < -r/\
- ea . Ju - o
[} ,/).
,/
-



l'before theﬁcontract1on took p]ace (erght 1952: 23) ) oL >

. . . L. p ' g . . -
S . 1/ S o .
PIE’*1 remalned in NWGmc, but deve]oped into a dlphthong ei in
- . I '
Gothic’ PIE'*su-1no —> Go. 5. swe1n ON., su1n OE., OS OHG. , sw1n P

! e

' :
sw1ne PIE Fme1- — GO , meins, ON s mlnn, OE., OS s OHG. s m1n mx_

fﬁ £f1 was, ‘rare. "1t was be11eved to have/been a contractlon of a-
e

weak diptthong whlch arose from the wed{enlng of an original strong form

/

_.eia, a1,,e1, 01 through the 1955 of accent The e in e1a/h/d d1sappeared

%

PIE *U rema1ned in- German1c PIE *suroJ~——» ON., surr, OE OS.,

" OHG; 'slir sour'; PIE *pT- —s4Go., fuls, ON., fill, E. os . OHG , fil

'rotten.

*u was also vé}y rare. ' Like PIE *T it was be]ievéd'to have been~
a contract1on of a d1phthong which arose from the weaken1ng of an or1g1na1
strqng form eus; au, eu, ou through.the lToss of accent. (wr1ght 1952 23)

PIE *é'remained, but it is generally Wﬁittenae. “In Gothtc 2

reverts to e; and in the North and West Germanic languages it results in a.’

This a deve]ops secondar11y 1nt0'z in 01d Eng]1sh and 1nto e in 01d

Frisian: - PIE *dhe- —> Go., ga-dés, QE., d:ad OHG., tat, OFris.,. ded
deeds PIE *sé- —» Go., mana-séps- mankind, ON., sad, OE., s&d, Ofrjs., :
sed, 0S., séq, OHG., sat gseed; PIE *édé,;—> Go., etum, OF., éifon, OFris. ,
etom, 0S. ,rétué OHG. , 3zum . we ate. This change is due ‘mainly to the
assumpt1on of a trans1t1ona1 stage between & and a.

PIE *a —fo omln Germanic. #a was a rare vowel and does not show

: ab]qut-relations, except with its weakened grade: PIE *mater —s5 Go.; modar,

3 -

_ON., meér, 0E., modor, OFris. , mader, 0S., mddar, OHG., muoter mother;

PIE *bhrater “— Go., brdpar, ON., brdper, OE., brdpor, OFris., erthe?, 0s.,
brﬁthah, OHG., bruoder brother; PIE *sta--——» Go s ON., stﬁ} OE s OFris.,
0S., stod, OHG., stuo(n)t stood. - . =~ . ~

- .o ' A ®
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*9; y be considered as a ontract1on of the. diphthong 03, the same as *a

is/believed to haye contracted from aa. (Campbell 1959:40) PIE *bhlo-

Go., bloma, ON., blofe, OE., bloma, 0S., blomo, OHG., bluomo bloom;

" /PIE *dhom- —» Go., domb, ON., domr, OE., 0f., dam, OHG., tuom sentence:

setting down; PE{ *plo/—> Go., flodus, ON ,_f]ﬁp; OE., 0S., flod, OHG.,-
flout flood. |

The PIE diphthongs as they appear in PGmc and OE. are:

i€

PIE

PGmc’ a

¥
M1t

various daug er languages. The e ception-is to.be found in the German1C’

Jlang éges where this feature 1s rather resistant and tends towards greater )

' N

complexity in 01d English with the feature of

This 1s even\more 3

br ak1ng, a—>® —> ea etc Only the d1phthong *ei in.PGmc became

tyily simplified; othérs such s *ai and *au retain their d:phthong status

‘S1mp11f 23t1on has occurred 1' a genera] way only in part1cu1ar 1anguages

;» PIE *ei —> 7 in Germanic, probab]y through the d1fferent stages
i

/ of *34 — k], — *7, Th14
. | : )
'othetw1se Qoth1c_wou1d 'show/it. Instead Gothic shows the ei: PIE *steigh-
/ 0 ' ’ K :
—s Go., steigan, OE.,

0S.) OHG. , stigan to ascend.

\.

change probably was not comp]ete by PGne, or

e
-
.

.ol
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c]ose o through stages ao, Q before the consonants d, t, z, Ss My Xy 1,

- and h. OHG., tod, 0S., dod, OE., deaé‘ Go. , dadpus death from PIE *dhwen

o I A

PIE *51 ~— PGmc ai, Go., ai, OF., 5 0s., E‘.and OHG. , ei. But -

it became 1ong closed e hefore r, o]d h, w,. or when f'1na'|_a ‘The oontraction.t

to a monoﬁhthong had’ a]ready taken placé in early 01d English. At this'

' per1od it must have beén an opén & sound, otherW1se it wou]d have fallen

together W1th German1c e. PIE *me ~-ies —> OHG., mero. 0s., mera OE . mara,

‘ Go., maiza greate 3 OHG . leren 0S., lerian, Go. X 1a1SJan to teach; OHG.,

0s., 1eh, 0;.831ah Go. , lalhr I lent; OHG s se]a OS , seola, OE. , sawol,
Go., saiwala Soul. (WFight 1952:36) :

/PIE *0q ——» PGmc ai: PIE *wo1d—.——o Go J wa1t OE . wat OS.,

;wet, OHG we1z he knows; PIE *oin- —» Go., ains, OF. s an, OS , en, OHG. ,

eif one.

PIE *eu —> PGmc eu, Go » Tu, OS s eo(1o) OE., éo; OHG. , eo

—> jo —> ie. When fo]]owed by an 1. J or u in the nekt sy11ab1e then

*eu —> ju. PIE *newo- —> *neuao — *n1u3a OHG., 0S., niuwi, OE., niewe,
Go., niujis neW' PIE *leuk- —> PGmc *leuhtJan, OHG;, liuhten, OS.? .
11uht1an Go. , Tiuhtjan —to 11gh ’ l |

© PIE *ay —> PGmc *au; 0S., 8, OF., &a, Go., u, OHG ou,.but Tong .

- darkness.

o

, PIE *ou —> au: PIE *roudhaos, Go . raqps, 0E., read, OS , rod

'OHG., rot red Go. , baqp OE., bead OS s bod; OHG., bot has offered

_PIE stour-os — ON , staurr, OE., steorra star.

uengthened diphthongs,, with the exceptlon of the d1phthong ei,

cannot be easily recognlzed as such from Germanlc ev1dence This is because~-“'
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-tﬁey either shortened their 'first‘g]ement,'or more varely, last the second
.element. PIE *&i is an examp'lé of where the.second element of the dihhthqng

was lost.

- ~

PIE *ei — PGrc*s. This PGmc vawel is not to be confused with

“Bame *e (%) which is derived from PIE *e. The former PGmc *& represents'

. . ' .
an open vowel and is written {*52; the latter PGmc *e represents a closed

1 2 3

vowel and is written *e~. PGmc *e” remained in the |daughter languages,

except in 01d High German where it developed int;) the diphthongs ea, ia, or

™

je. PGmc *a was either in the process, or had become ® in some stage.of

/ - ’ -— -
. early Germanic (see sound:change PIE *e —> PGmc % )i: Olcel., sad, OE.,s

s®d, 0S., sad, OHG., sat seed: - ,
)

2 have been found in .t}‘le

Cognates for the Germanic words with e
PIE family of '1anguages.\ For some of these cognates, acceptable PIE
‘reconstructions have been established. But there has‘ beén no consistent

pattern of origin established, and the examples gre few: PIE *kei —> Go.,

ON., OE., her, OHG., hair; PIE *steigh- —> Go. fssteigan, OHG., s;tiaga; PIE
*skéi-ro shine —» OHG., skiari clever, normal g}adg fn Go., skeirs, ON.,.
skirr, OF., scir, 0S., skir clever. (Prokosch 1939:104)
‘ " The real problem is not to explain/the origin of PGmc #§2, but to
expl'an:n' how these different combinations de eloped into._a single phoneme. -
_ Max H. Jellinek aftempted an explanation of PIE *e1  into'\Panc

*at and *a% which proved to be very inadeduate. .(Lerhmannl 1955: \.&661’4) He

based his argument on a pattern that he ¢stablished in-a small group of
* [ 2 .

words. These were nouns and adjectives /in which PGmc *&° occurr&d: e.g.

- OHG. , fiara side. Fror/‘n this group he /excluded those nquﬁs with cognates

o oy . A .
',shom‘.ng [iz]: OE. , med, OHG., miata \

ith qognates--Av. , mizdar;l.‘Gk., misthos. -

&
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‘original ei, /eXy/, as opposed to lengthened grade ei, became &

" (Lehmann 1955:67) -

44

Jellinek also g]iminétédhghe preterites of class seven s%rong'verbs’whiqh
have *52; OHGJ,jheizanJ,ca11, haltan hold. .Even if.Je11inek's sdggestion~-

had vélde, it was too narrow in scope to be applied to the problem as a

t

whéle?.tr X o ‘ ‘

* Another objection to Jellinek's proposal was in his failure to
identify the origin of the Panc *2. It was not until after he had
forwarded . his §ug§estiohs~that ab]auf ré]atiﬁhships were dfscovered and

formulated for PIE. "Thus he failed to specify whether a1l PIE &i, or only

L]

¢ ‘-‘-._!..'
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Bzﬁ ation with i/e and u/o have extended the ablaut system from the three

o ]nv§TV§§Taﬁ*atnnmuTat%enteieeensonents*~_~_~_~___~____~__;; :

o
o

i} ablaut system

Although different in-form, abTaut, in‘concept has‘been very

well preserved in Germanic In fact it has been stateg ‘that ". part1a1
maintenance of voealic alternations is' an archa1§m in German1c."§ (Me111et

. "":’ \.,_'\ N . ! . ’ ‘ .
:1970:60) s

The intervention of the sonant vowéls i and u, and their'aTter-

3

1
.

vol el qua11t1es *a, *e and *o in PIE These aTternat1ons were “added to

those, which were 1nher1ted from PIE. They wiere created in Germanic ang

,appear'frequently in West Germanic. "However, as a result of the chahges'in’

R [ r's . ;.3 ¢
the vowels and the sonant$, Germanic offers.several more or less parallel

and distinct types of. alternation, whereas Indo-Euvopean had only one,tvpe."

(Meillet 1970:60) This hrought.new‘cdmpTicatﬁons to the system. . , ':,

syllables of the,Germanic‘Tanguages.f In sofme -cases it‘gah b9.§ee" in the//}
inflect{enal'endings of nouns (see chapter 2).a But the?e.rEmnants-do/ndt

‘ _demonstrate the ‘same unity that ablaut did in PIE. It was-the additi@n of :
the vowels i/u and the vocalic resonants which gave th1s new scope . They
aTTowed for greater alternations w1th1n the system. - _'

.Ablaut was maintained ih Germanic when its env1ronment was fuTTy
consonanta], or when it occurred befone a true consonant. Thus Germanic
could have e/i ~ & ~ a/o (zero) (a compTete set of examples for
German1c ablaut will be- presented later in this chapter) The~zero-grade

of the ablaut is. a rarity in Germanlc The reason for this is because it

~ o

' Remnants of the PIE ablaut system clearly persisted in the root »?/ :
. . @ e’ . -

@
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@f/f P In Grmanic the alternation of o/a took place where the present
‘/f ' ’tense showed the.rootcvowe1bg, that is, the derived vowel of PIE *o or *a.

- In a diagr

7Aﬁ_examp1e for_fhis can_belseen in the 01d Engiish c1ésJ six verb

o - ~infinitive faran to set forth; preterite‘s%ngu]ar, f6r./ (Me111et 1970:56R) -

There are other#important changes that occur,1n West Germapic

and have come down to us:from PIE. .These chanqes havé oc%urred under the ¥

I

~ following cond1t1ons~ e ~ -
v . R /

i) When ~ablaut occurred - -before an or1g1na] PIE § in the neuter

suffix.-os/-es, the suff1x became Germanic -az/-iz: *sigiz

> Gmc., -sigi, - e

* later Go., s1ge 1ctorz, and *bariz——> WGmc., beri.‘later Go., bere b ar]ex;

-Th1s PSE s is represented in 01d English b§hr PIE *me- 1es———» OE., mara

‘._greater, PIE *geus———o OE > 1nf ceosan, .and past participle coren.to choose

e (Verner S- Law) .r from Z is restr1cted to the’ med1a1 pos1t1on, for e

o

N

- 1n1t1a1 z did not exist 1n German1c, and or1g1na11y final z is always

'.._)_’

1ost in OE., whether be1ong1ng to 1nf1ect1onal or_der1yat1ona1 ‘forms . "

(Sievers-1970:125§ 'jhere are very few examples to demonstrate thisféhange.

a @ .
1
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o 5€Most of the}mords, which originaTTy belonged here, havé&alljed themselves

v

of the past part1C1p1e of strong verbs, it became Gennan1c ana/ 1na Thene

~(Seivers 1970:?69) Itﬁjs worth noting that thjé'gradation‘was particularly

‘ relaﬁ’onshw. OE., feder father; brd]:or _brother, swuster,_ s‘lster.

4 R VT

with other declens1ons or genders. LT
v Where an 1 does appear in 01d Engllsh in the pos1t10n of an . B

or1g1na11y f1na1 z, it is the.result of a re1nsert1on from poTysyTTablc

0 i -

_forms For certa1n forms lee s1gor or Tqmbor there are comparable forms -

o

T1ke s1:ﬁ and Tqmb. The forier, sigor, retains under all circumstances -

the suffixal s ‘as T, and have become part of the 0- -declension. Sometimes

there occurs a dat1ve s1ngu1ar W1thout an end1ng s1gor The Tatter, 2

Tqmbor, "has dropped the r in the s1ngu1ar but reta1ned it in the pTuraT

ii) When abTaut took pTace before n'in the suffix -ono/-eno ,

9"_,

) 'm -..4-"
are a few umlauted forms to demonstrate th1s change 3egen and cymen. uThe T

pasﬁ-ﬁart1c1p1e of strong verbs has throughout OE. -the ending -en: (ge)-‘ g i,
L=
bunden , etc. , but the dialects also occdsionally have -an, -on, -un." )

notjceable jn the weak decTension suffixes -en/- on/ n, which became Germanic '

-in/- an/ um. They have for aTT pract1ca1 purposes coMpTeteTy d1sappeared B

in OTd English. _
iii) When ablaut occurred before 1 in the suff1x -oTo/ ele, it ’
became -aTa/ ila in German1c and -0l in 01d Engl1sh Both stages can- be

c]early seen in the double forms: *daugo]a/*daug11a —> QE., déago]/dfego]

secret:

3 -
.

1v) Ablaut 15 ref]ected in 01d Engllsh when it or1gina11y occurred

=ER
-

~ before r. This can be Seen, espec1a11y, in the sufflxes of nouns which show

-~



g \\f also the verb staae11an (Se1vers 1970:86F, 125, 212f)

2

c— Pﬁmf;ﬁ()

- Anart'from these rIE dérivatives demdnstrating'traces of ab]autﬂ
-in 01d Engl1sh there are further extensaons.. These; however, depend upoﬁ’
secondary stress, and a]so part1a11y up0n the vowels of adJacent syl]ables.
_More spec1f1ca11y, there 1$;an Jnf1uence in effect to change g_and g.1n‘
final posftions to é This would occur only when the word’js 1engthened“hy
‘a sy]]ab1e w1th secondary stress, and hav1ng a, o or u. An example” to show‘; a‘
th1s can be seen in Old Eng11sh sta¥ol foundat1on, Bhe gen. sg., staBoIes,; .
the dat. sg., staﬁble wha]ezthe p]ura] form is sta3e1as, -U, -um; and there :

In the deve]opment of ablaut from PIE 1nto German1c, there can be> -

o

" no doubt that a certa]n amount of secondary 1novat1on took place. Th1s '.,“

"alone can account for the Tack of complete cohes1veness among the German1c

5

'strong verbs. NhiIe it s advantageous. to propose a threefold division
" . - s ) 0

" giving-forth a mu]tip]tcity of pat tterns,-it is not so' very easily demonstratedt,
Meillet suggests a- system of. four ablaut patterns, Prokosch says that four

patterns are too. many , but three are not enough

[N

-
L' 4

It is our intention to co]]apse Meillet's four ablaut patterns 1nto

| 2

a system of three by’ fus1ng.gatterns III'and IV Thus we gain.the s1mp11c1ty

of a three pattern system, but rgtain any advantages of a four—pattern system

e ' Me111et S four sequences of ablaut- patterns for PIE (as seen 1n
‘ Chapter 2) are:’. - 'bfx. T ‘ (’ | _
1 - 2,//1‘ e .- - %0 Cozero L
S | - 4g *3- . o ;
‘. i ?' ¢ - : . ' v
R § § SO tS[*o T - B

(The reason for fusion pattern III and IV is that\PIE‘f5 and’#o .
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,' 1. PIE ablaut pattern e/o/zero: T L.
T RIE O N

ot J'l', l '\ . e

=" “*gtigan *5taig *stigum  *stigana .

S ce
[ N

a LT

‘.U i

a——
>

=t e

PGme

4

?
e

- bitan . bat’ . Jbiton  biten to bite -*. "
. 4 ' -‘ ' “ | K ’ s B i
M. PIE " e o - u “u -
3 , . 1 . ’ i 1 ) . 1 . l‘?ﬁ, -.,‘ L .
" PGmc - eu - -au ' '}u_(o) ~ufod '
*peudan . *ET&' © - vbudy *budda -
_ CE. o ol 9
. ceosan . ceas curon °  coren to choose

ic,‘ 1ICC mC . nC ¥C
)

. . . . - -

N N
C +~ wulC umC unC urC

)
=Ry
-

*bindan *band = *bundum  *bundana T

L

PGmc ‘e/i

-

e

Lo - A .. ' *werpan - *warp. " *wurpum  *wurpana ..

o 0ELd) i oY a T ue U -

Gesath, L0 T R ) . s . N . . . . " .-

y - B C . - K -
LRGP W oo . LN B R . . ) %
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a . R P

(Verbs with a nasa] p'IUS a consonant have this pattern:

¢

' b1ndan band - tgundon bunden to bind)
.' . . ' 11')-‘1 e ' ea’ Y 0, Verbs
(Verbs w1th 1 plus a consonant have this 'pattern
’ helpan " hea]p ', hulpon’ - holpen. to_help)
PO 1) eo * ea”  u 0 R
. R ) [) . : ' .
(Verbs with r or h p1us 2 ‘i:onsonant have - this pattern - L
l weor}an wear)) wurdon  worden to become)

.To th1s class be]ong those verbs in which the 1iquids preceed the vowel,

and are followed by two consonantg‘: 0s., bregdan, OHG., brettan to braid..
The preterite plural, however, 1‘fl;'}ormed'w1'th ru and 1u instead qf‘nith ur and’
.ul is: 0S., brugdun, OHG.,- br'uttum."Frequenﬂy metathesis is foimd‘ta

“occur in this particular class.

II. PIE ablaut pattern elajj o o \ :
_ " | M (. (.. = o
. P e (m ) (mg - % (m) T L
- A (n) (n) . . | (n) L "
S ) l(r) : (r) : () -
L 0 woolm L
e PGmc e (m; a lﬁ) um) o, -~ -
L én) . n) (n)".. oo
r)o () (r)
' i) *beran : "_’bar; *tnér‘tim " *purana - -
S £ I .’fn‘imanl ~ *nom *nomum  *numana

.(Note that the'preterite plural voﬁe] has the‘"lenéthened

S gra‘de.-—rl l 1

. OE.- e = - % o
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. IIL. - PIE ablait pattern a/6/5:
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. i) beran ber . bz ron  boren- to bear
. l - « - 7 ’ .
~11) niman = - nom . nomon  .numen to take -

“(Note that the preterite plural in 01d English”is

based on the lengthened grade in PGmc.)

o V.. . PIE ]c 1c '
R PGmc eC - "al | "':eq e, » 3
R .. - ’metan *mat “dmetum  *metana :

. The € in this gfoup }\éou'ld not, of course, be either a.
Tiquid of a nasal. ‘The pret‘erite {las the lengthened:
grade *matun we measured. It jnight be Uthla"f; e is due to
the weakness of the root syﬂab'le imediaﬁe]y precédin§

. the strongly stressed ending: ~PIE *sé-séd-_rﬁé —_ ;é—zd—-mé.

e L — seadme '—-'—> sédme. The past perticiple had the same

have developed

ks

vowel as the present, " Normally it would
into an ié_l_, agreeing with the preterite singular and

creating an'anoma'l’ly in. the ablaut system.

N

" O0E. e - ®. ' e

metan met m®ton  meten ‘to measure

VI. PIE a

~
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. The preterite p]dra],shou]d demonstrate. a vanishing grade, however by
. analogy with.e/e, the plural was formed in o. The past participle being
end-stressed has the short vowel a. -

OE. E\l " .2 S 0. afm
‘ faran for foron™ * famren/faren to go .
On thg'Basis'of the“pFEtgrite singu]ar,énd p1urdTZ class VII |

strong verbs ma} be classified.under Meillet's second pattern: PIE e/o/a.
. . m o N .

VII.  PIE e o -
R Ty l
PGmc ’ e o
A H e - S S-S
i hatan héf"“.' " heton hqten‘ to command
iij 8a 8. 8 &
. L : béafan ~ baot YA beoton = beatén " to beat
) T %ii) ea éq' g0 ea ‘ A ,
" feallan faall  ‘feollon feallen to fall
S i) a6 e ek - a |
gangan  geang - géongop ‘gangan to go .
f5n~.: feng f'féngdn fahgen‘ to fakg
VR/A L ek T eleo - ®/A
o o7 ) Imtan let.” ' 'l'réton 1% ten y_)_1e_t
. : | N cndwan . cnaow cniowon . cnawen  to know
‘ ) NS S -
- | blotan "blaot bleoton bloten to saerifice

 wepan.  weop weopon  -wopen t0 Weep
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S1nce Class VII is not a settled category (nor are_ C]asses IV £ VI,

- all that def1n1te) there may be other verbs which belong here. But this

need not prevent us from making certain observations i) to this Class
L
belong those verbs which or1g1na11y had redup11cat1on in the1r preter1tes,

"~ i1) also,. it appears as if this Class has been established on the basis'of

[y

- Ve : ~
€0 9p/e vowels in the preterites. Such observat1ons are not new; but .

nevertheless, they should be reaff1rmed (Pr1ebsch and Co]11nson 1966 174f
’ wr1ght 1952 87ff; 'Campbell 1962 317ff)

It appears doubtful whether the relationship of - the PIE ablaut

patterns tq.those of the. Germanic seven patterns will ever be fully explained.

‘Whether this is.because of secondary innovation, or due to the rigor of, the.

Germanic classifications cannot now be said. But newer insight might be.

> ©

' ga1ned if we were not to adher to the r1gor of the German1c c1a551f1cat1onsl

at least, not when trying to establish the re]at1onsh1p with PIE. After all,

this character1st1c ts clearly Germanic, not PIE.
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- ‘ ' ii) characteristics of the Germanic verh =~ ./

l ]

The general structure of the German1c verba] system had changed
considerably from that of PIE. Even the number of forms had been

substant1a11y reduced, mak1ng the verba] system much more r1gorous1y def1ned
! [

and 51mp1e g

-

_For the most part the verbs were divided into two groupings:- strong .‘ 2
verbs and weak verbs The strong group fonn the1r preter1tes and past ‘ /////

part1c1p1es by means of ab]aut, or vowe] a1ternat1on OE bitan to b1te, .

bat bit, bitén - b1tten, or by redup11cat10n of "the rad1ca1 sy]]ab]e, which.

.. however, does not exclude aplaut: OE., gan jgl_gg, gangan g_lkg 'The weak

////’ I group formed the1r past tense by the add1t1on of a sy]]ab]e conta1n1ng a . -

. \
“denta1, -de or -te and the1r past part1c1p1es by means of a dental suf{1x, .

-d or -t: OE., frenman to perform, fremede he performed, fremedon they - \\.1 .
) Eefforbed,-gefremed' performed. Besides these groupings there are a few °. .

other verbs which fonm minor classes: Preterite-present verbs: OE., witan: e,
to know; and verbs in -mi: OE., eom, beom to be. |
| " The verbs which belong to the strong group were 6rigina11y'oivide i:'
into non—redub]itated and reouplicated verbs. The hon-redup]icated verbs _] iy
are-divided into six classes on the basis of ab]aut patterns. The orihina]]y
redup]icated verbs which can be seen very,c?ear]y in Gothic: ed., haldan ‘
‘to ho]o; preterite haihald hglg_are‘all unusually c]assitied in 01d English
‘as Class VII verbs. - ‘ ' - L A
German1c had two tenses a non- past, and a past (see chapter l
Tenses). It did not retain forms for the PIE d1st1nct10n between an act1on’

being continued in the past, and'an action be1ng developed. i the p{esent: :
ional stinct{on

- Gk., eleipon I was leaving; 16ip6 1 am leaving. The fun

—aar



-~ .in 'the Wemc. 2nd person singular of the past tense of the strong verbs i
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tanse caHed the 'preterite’ Because of thws fus1 on, the forms of the

/

preterite were t ken part]y from those of the aorist, and partly from those

of the perfect Germamc never produced a distinetive inflection for

'g1v1ng exprESsmn 40 the future. The expression of time has always remained .

11m1ted to the oppos1t1on of non past (the forms of wh1ch also serve for the’

.

’future) and .the past. ‘This s stﬂ] true of the modern dialects, all of

wh1ch make use ofmon past auxﬂ1ar1es to express the future.
| Thus Germamc, for all useful purposes, has eliminated the
1mperfect the aor1st, and the pluperfect, and never developed a dist1nct7ve

future tense. Remnants of the old morph&]ogtes are to be found throughout
|

the ,var1ous "Germanic languages: thé aorist for example is thought to su vive

i sz e -es:  OHG., stigi (stiegst). (Priebsch-Collinson 1966:98) |
| A1 the Germanic 1angUages have 'Preterite-present' verbs. Thes
are strong verbs m which the preter1te forms have taken on a present mean ng:

OE., wat.' I know represents an old perfect form of the;verb, meaning I hav

d1scovered, observed Th1s change is. likely to ‘have pceurred in pre- Germanm,
/.

’ s1nce this verb .is cognate w1th; Greek o1da 1 know~/11kew1se an archa1c

: ,perfect. These verbs are di str1buted among the var1ous ablaut c]asses

'class VI.OE., mot I_may/ moton they may. S

0n1y the active vo1ce has surv1Ved in Germamc The .PIE medio-

pass1ve voice was eliminated except for archa1c remnants. In 01d Eng}ish

' there s a clear examp]e of the' or1g1na1 med1o passwe voice: OE., hatte .

. ',1s/was caHed the p1 ural 1s hatton areLwere caHed With the 1oss of this

.feature of the ?anguage, the passwe vmce is formed, for examp]e, in 01d -

-




)
v

' Eng]ish;with -the use of an auxiliary: bé&n, esan to be,,ﬁ?casionaﬂy also

7

P f
/

with weer})an to become. Coupled with this auxiliey(forin the passive is ,
the past part1c1p1e ' | " '
Germamc has an 1nd1cat' e mood s1m1 r to-that of PIE Howev{er,

it has blended the subjunctiv .. and optatlxe moods of PIE. The new mood

A
demved from this’ coa]escence 'lS formaHy derived in most verbs/rom the PIE

optatlve and it has two subJunctlve forms " OE , heolde that he may have

- he]d the pretery/alue which is in contrast with -thg’subjunctive (anC'lent'

o N 'optatwe) OE.yhe.alde that he may hold. The 1n'1p?‘at1ve form has per51sted

in Ge‘?‘manjc‘/ OE., heald hold EOrresponds to/t present indicative, heal de

’

I_hold; /here is no like correspondence for the pretente heold 1 have held

Whereas PIE hed a si ngu]ar,/d al, and p]ura] nurnbers, the ’Mode

Germanic languages have retai nej/Tfy fhe sjngular and the plural. F6r all

pract1ca1 purposes they have dy pped the dual number.. - There are tfaces of

_/ !

it as late as 01d Enghsh e.g., the pronommal system: 1Ist
A\

wit we two. Other cases of its .appearances in the 1ang\fage wou1d be mainl

ér. dual, nom.,

_dialectical. ‘ “
‘ Inflectional endings are still to be found in the verbal system of
the Germanic 1anguages. Howener,_this feature will vary in compléxity from
A one language ‘to another. (Ey complexity it is meant.the numbér of forms that‘.
. ' forms of. Modern/ - ; J
English will show only_ the 3rd ,‘per.l. sg. as being inflgfted; while in Modern

~will be inflected). For instance, the present indicativ

German there will be, at Jea.st, three forms inflegted, if nolt more. Detai]e.d -
e¥p1anation ane original research would be negéssary to demenstrate e]earTy ~‘
. the relationship of the modern language i lections with those of the PIE
< verba] system. There are many unsolved problems in this area, tha;: is,

o
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showing the diachronic 'conn ction of the’Germanic verbal system with'the PIE

athematic and thematic ver/b forms

Except in the case of intransitive verbs which keep their active

meaning e. g » 1S 1x1n9, Germanic has retained only one presend and one past
!

’p'articiple: OE., bindende binding, bunden bound. : o

lastly there -is the infinitive. In PIE this word existed only with

a special.grammatical form. If a word was independent of a grammatical

.-

category, then it was of no value. -Hence our understanding of the infini,ti've

.in'Germaniq- would ha\}e been of no value iln PIE. But this feature of the. '

1anguage. has changed and such a category now has full and proper va]ue Since,
“the present was no longer expressed in a particular aspect of an- actlon, the
infiniti ve_bec;ame attached to thls group. But this was not to say that the

infinitive was either non-past or past. Instead it 'expressed the general

"~ idea of the verb: OE., smgan to sing ' ,

Although the Gennam;verba] structure has equivalent counterparts
in some of the other PIE 1anguages, it still represents somethmg quite new

in compar1son to-the: PIE verba] structure
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‘ iii) 01d English Stro.ng Verbs

01d Enghsh Strong Verbs show all the general character1st1cs of' )
the Germanic verb; and more spec1f1ca1 1y, aH the unique features of the |
Germamc Strong Verb. Therefore reflecting .the Germanic system, the Olhd'
Eng]‘iwlsh verb has four.tens'e-stems:. ‘f) a present-stem for preseﬁt forms;
ii) a preterite-stem for‘ the 1st and 3rd person singular indicative 'fonns;
iii) a'pr'eter‘ite-stem for the 2nd person singular indicative and all plural
" forms of the present indicative; and iv) a past participle. When :hf'scussing
- -or making réferer;cés to tIEe ve.rba1 system, the following. four stems are-

* usual 1__y used as exqmp]es;: the infin.it'lve, the 1st person singular 1nd1:cative,
the .1st person plural indic’:ative, and the past parti,ci'pl,e-. It is in the
root vowe]. of each of the‘se forms that ablaut-pattern for-the verb 1'5

| demon;trated. |
Present

— The maJom ty of the 01d Enghsh Strong Verbs are derived from the
’,' PIE thematic verb typ&mth a root accent. Other smaller gro,ups‘of these
verbs are based: 1) on various types of presents with j-suffixes; e.g.,
certain 01d English gtrong "Verbs' of Class V- fsittan +—— *sitjan j.'_c_i__s_j_g;

4 7 {i) on the athematic verb type, e.g., a few iso]ated'gxam;{’Tés' Tike OE., don

to do: iii) verbs with nasal suffixes, é.g._, certain 01d Engh‘sh verbs of

: lass III: rinnan (*-nw- —> nn) to run; iv) présent_s with nasal i\nf,ixe's,

‘ e.g., OE., fahan «».—‘.*faQXanan to catch, standan .to stand; v) verbs of
reduﬁ;lication classified as Class VII, e.g., gaﬁgan to_go. (Prokosch 1939:
147F) L | |

‘ Yet there are differences, because Geﬂr‘maqic has included among

- those thematic derived verbs others of a different structure: OE., binde
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1 bind. This verb form has no eqtﬂva]ent outéide Germanic. Then there is.
OE., bite" _I_b_1t_e_ which ‘is paralleled to a di%ferent]y coﬁstituted and more ”
archaic precent, Sk., bhinadmi I.sp_H't.', The PIE root .*‘é'hpéuj to_pour whv.j,ch'
provicec} an athematic pre'sen't took on a secondary s:n’fix, *_de=. . From this
suffix combination a présent of the thematic type was formed: OE., geotan

-to_pour with the feature of a root present. (Mei]'let‘1.9