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Corvus cornix Linnaeus, 1758. Hooded Crow. Range--Great

Britain, Continental Europe, and Northern Asia.

Four geographic races (subspecies) of Corvus
brachyrhynchos are recognized in the A.0.U. Checklist of
North American Birds (1957) namely:

a. Corvus brachyrhynchos brachyrhynchos Brehm,
1822. Eastern Crow. Range--This Eastern
population ranges from Southwestern Mackenzie,
Northern Manitoba, Southern Quebec, and New-
foundland South to Maryland, the Northern part
of the Gulf States and Northern Texas.

b. Corvus brachyrhynchos paulus Howell, 1913,
Southern Crow. Range--From lower Potomac and
Ohio Valleys (Ohio River) Southward to Georgia
and Gulf of Mexico and the Northern Border of
Florida and Western to Eastern Texas and
Arkansas.

c. Corvus brachyrhynchos pascuus Coues, 1899.
Florida Crow. Range--Peninsula of Florida.

d. Corvus brachyrhynchos hesperis Ridgway, 1887.
Western Crow. Range--Western North America,
occupying Southwestern Canada (East Central
British Columbia, Central Alberta and Saskat-
chewan) and the Western United States (Montana
South to Southern California) Southward to
Central New Mexico, along its Eastern Border
1t integrates with Corvus brachyrhynchos paulus
and Corvus brachyrhynchos brachyrhynchos.

Many aspects of the biology of the common crow
have been studied (Black, 1941) but few of the papers
have been concerned with its parasites. In the United
States some of the more recent works are those of Ward
(1935), Beaver (1936, 1937), Morgan and Waller (1940,
1941), Good (1952), Daly (1957), Jones (1968), Hendricks

et al. (1969) and Hendricks (1971). 1In Canada limited









of collection that at various times of the year the birds
would fly into the fill at Robin Hood Bay from particular
points of the compass so that it could be predicted where
the birds would enter. Frequent sampling tended to in-
crease the birds' wariness so that a discharged gun would
disperse the flock beyond shooting range. This was not
the case for young birds whose experience with hunters was
minimal.

More crows could be shot when foliage or other
available material was used as a blind. Best results were
obtained when using a crow call, which attracted birds
within range. The number of times a particular bird or
flock responded to the crow call varied according to the
skill of the user. Young birds responded to the call more
readily than adults and all birds responded well just prior
to the mating season. Specimens were more difficult to
obtain during the breeding season as the birds tended not
to flock. The best periods for collection were during the
fall, winter and early spring.

Other methods of capture were attempted without
success. Bait traps were not used on the sanitary fill
because of the already high availability of food and the
anticipated interference by rats.

In an attempt to increase sample size, two
narcotics, alpha-chloralose and tribromomethanol, were

used without success in the manner outlined by Caithness






Underlying muscles were inspected externally for
encysted parasites. The leg and breast muscles were
examined under the dissecting microscope.

The eyes were removed from their sockets after
the optic nerve had been severed, to make extraction
easier. Each eye was placed in a petri dish of physio-
logical saline and examined both internally and externally.
The brain was removed and examined.

The nasal cavities were inspected after an
incision had been made in the roof of the mouth. The
contents were flushed with fresh water into a 250 micron
mesh sieve. Any detritus was washed into a dish of saline
and examined under the dissecting microscope.

The body cavity was exposed by means of a median
longitudinal incision in the muscles, The ribs of one
side and a coracoid were severed with bone cutters so that
the keel and its muscles could be lifted to expose the air
sacs within the body cavity. Once the air sacs had been
examined, they were severed to expose the internal organs.
A blood smear was taken from the heart whenever possible.
Each organ was removed separately and placed in saline for
examination under the dissecting microscope. Organs such
as the liver, spleen, kidneys, lungs, heart, testes and
ovaries were teased apart. The trachea was cut longi-
tudinally into two halves to present the internal surface

for examination. The oesophagus and proventriculus were



















































TABLE 7 (CONTINUED)

Dilepis undula

Present Study

Dilepis undula

Davies, 1935

Dilepis undula
Mettrick, 1958

Mean Range Mean Range Mean Range
Excretory canal
Dorsal, diameter 6.6 2.3-15.4 - - - 8-14
Left dorsal, diameter - - - 11-15 - -
Right dorsal, diameter - - - 8-11 - -
Ventral, diameter 22 13-26.1 - - - 28-42
Left Ventral, diameter - - ~ 47-68 - -
Right Ventral, diameter - - - 42-53 - -
Transverse, diameter 5.8 3.5-10.7 - 17-32 - 10-20
Cirrus sac, length 265 149-357 - 321-431 - 280-420
diameter 42 33-54 - 34-54 - 32-44
No. Testes 30 21-42 - 28-35 - 28-36
Testes, length 58 38-92 - - - 48-63
width 63 40-99 - - - 60-70
diameter - - - 62-66 - -
Vitellarium, length 69 35-140 - 42-80 - 40-70
width 188 66-257 - 83-188 - 97-170
Receptaculum seminis,
length 69 26~-114 - - - -
width 124 78-238 - - - -
diameter - - - - - -
Eggs, diameter 30 - - - - 36-40
Embryonic envelope,
length 49 40-54 - - - 48-56
width 45 - - - - 4-48
Embryonic hooks, length 11 9-14 - - - 18-20
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