














o Thls thes:.s hegan onglnally w1th my particular
'y .‘ ‘ - 0
; :mterest in folk drama, by wh:l.ch I mean masquerading :Ln all
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typed the thesis from a complicated draft—' Many' friends

provlded moral support. I ahall always be grateful to the
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hundreds of Newfoundlanders who contrlbuted the:Lr recollec-
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t:Lons to the Memor:.al Univers:.ty of Newfoundland Folklore\ '
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and Language Archlve and to the Newfoundlanders 'who talked ;

to me about mummering W:Lthout them, this study' would ‘not
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have been possuble. - Flnally, i ¢ thank my adv1sors~ D,r. G M. ;' e

Dr)" Story carefully read
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Story and Dr. Herbert Halpert.w

1n a broad context. e I-falpert 1ntroduoea me: to folklore ST e

and folk drama. He grac:l.ously perm:.tted me to use hm

_—
=

extens:l.ve and unlque personal llbrary and he fum:n.shed e

with a large number. of b:l.bliographlcal referencEs_ ;,By % Cen
91V1n9 Of hlS tlme, hls knowledge, and hJ.s 1deas he con-‘ ‘ T

t:.nuously gu:.ded my research but he also st:.mulated me tq
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CHAPTER I .. . -

- GENERAL - INTRODUCTION

PO .' et s Lot 5

ThlS thes::.s has two central concerns. When“I exam- ’

RIS

-.";med the mummers' house—-v1s:.t in a large number of communl— .

“,.‘._ PN

' ...btJ.es throughout Newfoundland I found certa:.n patterns J.n

,,'._mummermg t:l.me, mummerlng groups mummers ’ costumes, mum— -

‘ s e
mers behav:.our, and 1n the occurrence of the hobby horse‘
. .“ ~ ' .

'and other an1ma1 flgures. For example, mummers mummered

',only after dark and never on Sunday, they always wore masks, )
” ".f'they almost always knocked on doors w:.th klndllng SthkS "".' o
' or whatever they were carrY:.ng, 1n many communn,tles, fema]_e . ,,;l" L
:;,Janneys dlsgulsed themselves as: men and male Janneys dlsgufsed "
'x;'l’themseljyes as 'wome—n',.“or both sexes concealed emsel'ves :m. | |
."neuter costumes, such as’ qu:.lts.r In. the body‘of the tfies:.s, P
“'Chapters II to V, ‘I descrlbe the mummers house-v131t 1n : ' :'.
Newfoundland by gJ.vmg examples of these patterns.* In the
L .":conclusn.on of the thes:.s, Chapter VI I suggest a theory of i
“_"what these patterns symbol:.ze 1n Newfoundland outport cul-' . -' ,.
. '4"1".'* - The mam body of the the51s 1s based pr'inc1pa11y on
l 426 responses to two questlonnalres, 132 tape transcrlpts,
. and manuscr:.pts th.ch I examlned ln.the Memonal Unlversaty : :‘
RTINS ) o ]

St mn i
\ LAY ‘ LN



[ S, .

-3; ,a351gnments and not a11 of'the students would have been

) 7ff respdhses, however, were detalled and 1nformat1ve. Quite a

- R ST e - T TV RN K L
of Newfoundland Folklore and Language Arohrve.l.These’ques-’%‘
: N

tlonnalre responses, tape tranacripts and manuscripts iH‘f="‘”

portray the mummerlng practlces of 343 Newfoundland outport ;'ftj“rtnﬁ 3&?

N

: communltles. Although there are sald to be nearly 1,}00

communltles 1n Newfoundland, slnce these 343 communitres

v __"...'-: - ' 3.

"are dlstrlbuted wldely over the major bays and large penln-ff“

L e

suIas 1n a11 parts'of the 1sland, the prlnclpal areas of the

1sland, tﬁough not of course all the partlcular communltres, ‘;lf'.f

.[ are represented in thlS study. T P hgn&;&

o

The two questronnalres were sent home w1th students

',' S e e
oy .

act1Ve 1n some communltles and recently actlve 1n others.

Some of the questionnalre responses were brlef and not, on "

their own, enllghtenlng.f The questlonnalres were requlred

. ] ,~, e

n‘ ' R '1»‘ R L

espec:ally 1nterested. The maJorlty of the questlonnalre

~ few of the student contrlbutors had mummered themselves and ?Hﬁfﬁf-f‘"';‘
they took the tlme, 1n the questionnaires, to descrlbe thelr
experlences, other contributors asked thelr parehts, aunts,

“uncles, or: grandparents about mummerlng.: The brief questlon—::"”‘
naire responses supported the more detalled and discursive
za'reports and descrlptlons.rrom other categorles éi baslc sou le
materlal.; The tapes, the transcrlpts of whicﬁ w“read' were.’ffi?ff?ftta

collected for the most part by Dr. Herbert Halpert and Dr."




"‘é__

who had memorles of and storles to tell about mummerln aﬁdV..'M

r

other facets of NGWfoundland llfe, llke the questlonnalres, Q‘:ff

" many the tapes were rlch 1n 1nformatlon.; Many of the

i
3

essays, too, whlch were wrltten by students from 1966 to

N 1

,;977, gave detalled accounts -of . the house—v1s1t in indlvid-

ual Newfoundland communitles. Altogether, the Archlve hf ff;“af

:\;material was fasclnating and illumxnating.z ASlde from the g'.:f*zhf

.“"1ned’before from the p01nt of vlew of my thesis.v

"y, L,

R

To supplement the Archlve materlal, I also 1nter- o

viewed several people about mummer ng 1n thelr home
communlties., These 1nterv1ews added depth to the docu~-

mentary data which I had already examlned and, as,Well, they

=~

gave me 1nslqhts into aspects of mummerlng whlch were not

always covered by the 1nformatlon 1n/the Archlve. I was

1ucky, too, when I was 1n Change Islands to be_g guest at a

..'-_ v

house when a. group of mummers v151ted.u These mummers were

», i

'adolescents and they d1d not entertaln, as most adult
B 7.

‘"mummers did but they-were dlsgulsed they d1d knock at the

dOOr, and the hosts d1d try to guess who they were.” As yet

I have not been mummering myself, however, one Ch&lstmas

could flnd Wlth thelr ver810n‘of the mummers play. J‘

profess;onal theatre company 1s dlfferent from the 1nformal

‘- “ . e

B Ve
tape‘transcripts, nOne of 1t had been systematlcally exam— T

e

hors_) w1th them when they called at every house party they

TN N et it it b sy et i Dieal S
.. Fh- e v o v T - .
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L groups of communlty memhers who vaslted from house to house
o e in the outports and the mummers' play 1s not the mummers'

‘ e T h

A S C ) RRURTIAT N
”f},';'*f;- house-v151t. St111 -the.hobby horse was part of the house—-'n;‘x_giv
o v131t 1n about one-tﬁxgﬁ of the communitles which I studied .
: L y.}'ﬁf (as well as part of some mummers plays), so, I was glad.to fvjjf.!‘€

‘”Jﬁ;{h;.zn.ﬂ;; f-'be able to get some feellng of what 1t was llke to be hldden ~.yflﬁ

. . d [
PR "

CTES LD e A U I A ORI PR R
) 5%‘;], ,‘ﬂ;“‘g*“under thls anlmal flgure.~,..%f=jj g,'~*5,3,j;jy,.j;: .if,;ij{u-:;g?

%‘wggffw"?i“;“'%‘l The conclu51on of thls thesls, my theory of the 1a$yftlfffﬁpfﬁ
A T IR - I

,d ..an{symhol1sm of the mummers' house—V1slt in, Newfoundland, i8! AT
;‘= o ”;hased on the patterns thch I found.ln‘the mummers‘_house—{f7$
; :f}v S ‘ilyv151t, on what I have read, observed, and been told of New-;?;fi?;
;7;;1§3“°Jﬁfk;ﬁ£{“;foundland outport culture,:and on my readlng 1n the field of ;;LTderj
b o R ‘folk drama and folk-drama theory-, S Ry
i . 'I'he patterns 1n mummering tlm‘e, mummer:mg groups,‘- ;"_‘73 ._
i:f&;;%hfe;‘?;.}'mummersﬂ costumes mummers behav1our, and in- the occur~ L f
-} ,} ".i{rence of the hobby horse and other anlmal flgures, when they .
_ j glfare a11 put together, suggest alsymbolxc system representlng “.if?*i}
| ivxirljiiiglngfcultural norms‘or values, both p031t1ve and negatlve, in 1;¢%>¢
é\l 'anewfoundland outport culture., My understandlngl(or what I, " f‘ ?
; :iithlnk I understand) of the norns or values and\abnormalltles iin ;
N ‘:?fof thls culture comes from a course at-the University 1n "'Zj_i'
ey ;Newfoundland culture and'folklore, from travels around-the.vntfngdw-d
‘ :-elsland _from talks w;th indlv1dua1 Newfoundlanﬂers,‘and’ vh,AA;,: '
. Vfrom readlng 1n’the area of hewfoundland culturet' My read-:ht(;{:fu
.Efj;tﬁii.;;?:ilng ‘ih the fleld ofifolk drama allowed a comparison of the ;gs;ﬁfyg‘ﬁ
‘ ‘ihi’;.fﬁﬁ;;jjfﬁmummers' house;VLSit ln Newfoundland wlth nasqueradlng R
‘ ?g | f N ’;fﬂ customs in other parts of the world and, althouoh one must Vhﬁﬁg;i*;@
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}-{4 an1ma1 sklniyor the horns or talls of animals,lsometimes

';"j,sex- and often, they were n01s1er and rowdler than usual ‘

'\. L

values from one culture to another where they do not flt,

m!‘unerso costumes and mummers' behavrour 1n dlfferent

s

parts of the world are frequently remarkably 81m11ar. Mum4 .

mers.ln England, Europe, Philadelphla, New Orleans, thei

West Indies, and Newfoundland, for 1nstance, sometlmes &ore”:f

. v i . ﬁ,w.
N .

e

/

Zn'

.-foThese international sxmllarltles 1n mummers costumes andff\““

.Mj”;7] . -*lfg?tbehaviour helped me‘to see the same or llke trarts 1# the¢y°”'
}}f.Q“.fif':beewﬁoundland mummers house—v;sxt and to ple them dut asf"
‘fg;;;};fi ¥~‘ patterns, 1f they were patterns._ The folk-drama theorlesfiﬁ

Wthh I studled aSSlSted me to form my own theory‘ﬁf the )

N s

mummers' house-v1s1t 1n Newfoundland., My 1deas are founded

on an eclectxc fu51on of several of these theorles., I:here'fi

K
w ]
.,.a:{:f;5' \ present a brlef outlxne of the}maln theorses of folk drama.n,

Lik,
- . . . . - - T " 1 . N N N N
5 - . . o LN - . B P P
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L, e e MR - - NN L . s S
v o, T : L . o 0 ot Wt v L0 1 ELAT R b ' .o M v
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vor a dramatlzed death and revival,_Fr"zer speculated that

.q..
“

fertlllty rltes to encourage nature at cr1t1ca1 tlmes of

world 1nclude flghtlng, copulatlon (mock or otherwise)y’and/

-all of these customs must bevsurulvals of anclent, magica1~f




' '1t seemed to Frazer w1th religion and s01ence to Support

Al ? E
\( [

ST - X R

Vifseasonal customs which we have today

“

';~ Most scholars who-have studied folk drama have

fffare usually performed at seasonal festlvals, contaln one or

E .j"\jW;"i;:more characters who die and are rev1ved agaln, and (in the‘
;Q o - ‘j{WOOlng Plays) often contain ‘a dramatized marrgage, or: a:}f“:.
'; "if;tdramatized conulation,_or the simulated birth of a child,."*
: o r?flnmany folk play specialists have accepted Frazer s theorles -‘!
ik .;j ‘fand vaewed folk plays as: degenerate survivals of an- original, ";
g; 5 If: magical, pre-Christian fertility rlte. For example, in ‘
'::jl§O7, 1n an artlcle—ealled “The Saint George, or Mummers' ' )
:‘:'-4.“‘, _' Play- B A Study 1n the Protology of the Drama, Arthur Beatty;
”Jq,fi‘;'wrote,,"As Frazer says-:"The general explanation which we é; o

L

Tilffgvyj/7"} [are] 1ed to adopt of [the folk play] and many similar

- t i
=

5 ‘”.fﬁ ceremonles is that they are, or were in their origan,:,i"

"f}ns} these ancient, magicai, fertility rites were 'no- 1onger,i”;,

"};needed, they degenerated 1nto the licentious\and even comic‘fif-‘

N - - N TR NN

; ifconcentrated on the folk play; that 1s' the Hero Combat Play,;

2,}the Wooing Play, and the Sword Dance Play.' Since folk plays.~“

N G
S o s
aef _ R
S S 3 * ' w00 B
S S S TR R ',, S
the agricultural year.. Frazer felt that before religion L
31; tl} 'xﬁf“ cf‘}and science developed, perle must have acted out for the
;'E*"‘fﬂj'j ,{thorces of nature what they w1shed to occur. Fighting, then," h'é.
&A"'hﬁz_ L L would have represented the combat between w1nter and .=.nm|mer,.'_*~
Eﬂ' ) {?.qopulatlon would‘have represented the fertilization of the -
. ; crops, and death and revxval would have symbolized the end
N 'l{ﬁéfjfof w1nter and the beginning of new growth. =In modern times, H‘P
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magical rrtes 1ntended to ensure the.revrval of nature in fVFj;

G &

_l ,1 ,). =

veloped thou h rt may be, [The Mummers Play] bears dls-

- tmeat l" . il

tinpt traces of a ritual orrgrn.l? More recent students of

..,‘1

the subject present a similar rlew., In 1967 in Englrdh

nn"

Ritual Drama, E c. Cawte, Alex Helm, and Norman Peacock,”:j;ff;,1 o

P

' for example, argued that the English folk plays are "a

R v -

'ﬂ.;{fiu' form of ceremony of rev1tallzat10n dlscussed by Slr James fn;g\

Frazer 1n The Golden Bough“"4 and Alan Brody, 1n 1969.-

argued that "the mummers play has roots wh%ch extend deép o
w e \ l“‘v‘ IR

-t

s oo oy St m L b Bt s e e
- e e e v

at

ff;customs and folk drama even today, as’ E K..chambers noted

H

the;orlgln of the

I 1n The Engllsh*Folk Play, "it rs ;ﬁ

'play, rather than rts latter end whrch 1s of [prrmary]

‘iilnterest to the folklorlst"7 who 1s a follower of Frazer. ?Efo:'

\ B

'l~ﬂ “Because of thls overridrng 1nterest 1n the origrn of the

‘ff]ffngolk play, other folklorasts and anthropologists have

l - [N -

v‘critlcized the Frazerlans s1nce,rthey say, no one can know
N . - cur ae . : z ‘.:'.:.:‘ [ . R .

o

The Mummers Play (1923), felt that "degenerate and unde- gﬁi,;i i)

sprrng "l In 1909, after he had wltnessed folk playsurn . »i;

n thern Greece, A. J B. Wace concluded that “the object ' '%i ‘E;
'}ﬂ:f:~;' ‘of these and" srmrlar observances as shown by Frazer in Thel Jf?t i
| ‘ Goldeﬁ\Boughlls to promote the revlval of vegetation 1n>the ;5‘: ‘j?
: | spring and to bring an abundant harrest.“? R J.. Taddy,ﬁln ' i

1nto a ritual past..e' (Actually, Alex Helm wanted to call SO

the folk play a’ “rrtual,“s not.g play ) h”f-37i57$ﬂ 25¥}ﬁtlc”f 7',?}
; ‘i : Although some folk atama scholars contend ‘thaty: " Al}ﬁ}};;;giii;
‘ ““timagic orluck bringlng actlwltles may.have a place 1n folkv N vii

e

. e "
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4'elease from ordlnary,lsoclal restrictlons., In Mardi Gras

n 18

'at “rltuals of rebelllon such as Halld@e‘en

R n."’"

-

argued that folk drama “burlesques the sarlous"Zl

prov1des “a release from everyday soc1al regtrlctlons."??

' olk drama w1th1n that context., B J. Ward, 1n "The Conr""

descrlbed and analyzed the performance and

P

" thes:.s (1972) )

functlons and the 1mmedlate performance contexts of d1f—i”i'

' ferent contemporary English folk plays. One group of

Abrahams, in an article called *olk Drama" (1972),'“ L

temporary Engllsh Folk Play._ Functlon and Context, a Ph D.uxJ;f'”
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. *EV}'fxi‘7v-';_; Flnally, 1n terms of thls necessarlly summary surVey

of folkﬁdrama theorles, ne book Chrlstmas Mummlng 1n*New—”

foundland (ed. by Herbert Halpert and:G M. Story, 1969),
comblnes several approaches to folk drama, and (of partlcular

importance) the house-v1s1t, rather than the folk play, wasfzif

}

studled 1ntensive1y for the firet tlme.jiSome of the essays.efx

1n the volume‘examlne the house—vlsit as part of the 11v1ng.:f",

I

:ﬂ{ {’f:culture of the Newfoundland outport communltles., Wlthln

'”ib thls context, se eral of the essays dlscuss the functlon of'gf,“'

*the house—visit wsl“a means of socxal control"23,or as "a'

- [

n24

:ﬁf‘?wmwﬁlij-ﬂgdevrce for the ret:ase of in-group aggreSSLOn and” one |
"essay, by James C. Farls, 1nvest1gates the concept of‘~‘

T

ﬂinmummerlng 1n Newfoundland Farls speculates that when :bf_JE':{;~-
';7u people ‘in a homogeneous socxety reverse roles or behave ::,:f:}
‘dev;antly-or abnormally, durihg a tlme of sanctloned dev;a;;?“ B
- P tzon,d“any dev1at10ns from the llmited role alternatives ‘A
i‘ﬂiﬁf };;‘fQFL auallable 1oca11y must be w1th1n the conceptual scope 25";fr:;‘
' of the people 1n the'soclety._ In "Cat Harbour,“ the New-

;jffoundland outport ommunity whlch Farls studled,_"the most

_ffiabnormal or devlant'c tegory with whlch [people were]

was the stvanger and durlng the: Twelve Days of

o themselves aﬂd acted as: symbollc strangerS-. other essays 1n

| H'A:'h;;'.; ,‘;‘,'”..5‘”;5313 11 R
N . T LR ‘ W LR
d cribed and analyzed recent performances and functlons of B ..'}
"%g'_jff}rﬁ an Irlsh folk_play 1n the context of the eleven<townlands i
- RN - ,‘:. ool
near Ennlsklllen,-County Fermanagh, where lt was-. performed.n_

R T TR SRS
Ve A

'”ff;Chrlstmas, Farls thought mummers 1n'“Cat Harbour“ dlsgulsed .Hjﬁ_ﬁaﬁ‘

Gt it === N

S S

PRV Y
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T

%’ other but separate, spe01a11zej/folk drama forms.

Vs 25 e r————— el e 4 s > it

the book examlne the historical context of mummering in gﬁ
T.-“ o

Newfoundland and document the three dlfferent forms of New— ’

foundland mummering.{ the formal mnmmers' parade of the

*i:;nlneteenth century, the.mummers' play of the nineteenth and

twentleth centuries, and the mummers' house—v181t of the

. - ’
nineteenth and twentieth centurres.??f

: e Newfoundland mummers'_f'xli .
parade, the Newfoundland mummers' ﬁolk play, and the New-~=‘ ‘

foundland mummers‘ house—vrsit in their comparative contextsf

»"The Typology of .

Mumming“ by Herbert Halpert places

‘.1

as parts of a’ woridw1de mummlng complex. In his typology ofﬁj.ffi‘.

mumming, whlch organlzes and clarifles -a” huge hody of
' \ SR e
material, Dr. Halpert stresses that the mummers' house—v151t"‘;~ RS

and the mummers' folk play are not decrepit ver510ns of eachfff:fi'

Vv

v »

' . e - - B R ,,
. 4
e

.ﬂff I now turn, very briefly, to the cultural context ofﬁ

the Newfoundland mummers' house-v151t. No custom exasts 1n

a cultural vacuum and the house-vlsit, perhaps especially, ';;“f{*

must be viewed as part of Newfoundland culture as a whole

to begccmprehended. Although I have examined reports of

H

the house-vlslt from only 343 communit\es, about one—third

—

of the supposedly l 200 communities 1n, say 1935, 1n New-_*wii'hﬂ;{;,

foundland, I have yet to meet any Newfoundlander who has not

L. ’, .

mummered or who has not heard of mummering 1n her or hls

home community.‘ It seems Safe to say, then, that the house-tf”

1

v151t was an almost un1versa1 Newfoundland act1v1ty, that 1t




hwhich was conflned

'December 26 to Old Christmas Da.y ox 01d Trelfth Dayy oo 0w

ﬂjJanuary 6 contrasted sharply to normal everyday 11fe 1n

at least three-quarters of the population llved 1n small,

) and, along the northeast coast and ﬁabrador, hunted seals 1n;n"

Trqullted,lbaked, tended the vegetable gardens, helped to" ‘,atfﬁih,Ajf

.' usually rigrd A woman had to knlt, for example, as part of

"'— - [ ) ) ' | )
5 L

M . ' . ,:i,..- 13 :S’ A

.N: k4 28 ..,- ) ERR T . , ) .’A"_."., ‘ - 2
. was. indeed a national custom. e R P
’ B ~ e ' ) Y Sl ." '.'; R PN ) 'é
.fi”'{} | As -a. national custom, the ﬁumme}s‘-hOuSe*visit,‘A '?_'

i
-

'
v

9

to the Chrlstmas season, usually to"

Jis

lthe Twelve Days of Chrlstmas, from St. Stephen‘s Day

Newfoundland throughout the year.v;:.fQ _
Newfoundland 1s a rocky, wandswept island 1n the
?North Atlantlc Ocean..*Sane, from the time ;t was settledlfg;Tgﬁ“3k3
“din’ the seventeenth century untll after the Second World War, th
1solated communlties around the 1sland's rugged coasts, ﬂjl[,iﬁg::‘*f i

ordlnar11y, both men and women worked hard, just to surv1ve.fm”

For much of the year, the men fished for cod 1n small boats._slf

-

the late winter and spring; the women sewed, spun, knitted,~. ~?‘1 ’.

clean and sun-dry the fish and gaVe blrth to large famllies.,'ff},h =

- |

A Because, too, 1n the 1sclated communitles, people had- to

rely cn1 each other for help when lt was needed, anger and

grudges were normally restrained, so that necessary social . ff _-;if“‘
t1es WDuld not be broken.* As well, w1th a sub51stence 'f-y.i,”';'q~,j,a
ecouomy and the severe env1rpnment, 51nce dev1at10n from the_."
ordlnary way of doxng thlngs mxght have meant economlc or ‘

.

physical disaster, gender roles and the moral code were .'}-f”°'f. A

her gender role,_whether she liked knittlng or not, otherwise.
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L always 1ots of treats to offer to v:.sltors, anytlme, and

to mummers. at n:.ght., . . R RO ;,",:‘. E

5'4' oL T I compariBOn w:.th the rest of the year,, Chrrstmas IUR R f’,(

‘w‘a's‘_ a time of llcense, frola.c, and disorderly or abnormal \‘ o - ,\;l".
5 beh,aviour. Men drank llquor thov.g,gh they normally dn.d not,
women mlght accept a’ “drop or: two of wine though they

5 normally d:.d not, and chJ.ldren were allowed to stay up past:

i3 'd‘:.:(tlhelr usual bedt:l.mes.,.l Lo e . . FERT N
-. By far the most abngrmal and d:l.sorderly entertam-' " .."
--":“"',ment of the Christmas season,'though, wi.s mummerlng..“‘.'A
ﬁspecrally if. one- reinembers what- Newfoundlanders Were:llke 1
ST "’-:‘-’.'ord:.nanlY."-'reserved, un.et, convent:.onal,~ ahd al---one . L }i
could only .say that mummers J.n Newfoundland at Chr:.stmas, . ' ,’

| w TR that 1s, communlty members in dlsgurse, '_"raised hell. . Eve‘n _."

i

though'i nomally, throughout the year, dancrng, dr:.nkmg, L

' and sexual llcenSe were not acoeptable, at most houses o 5‘.:' ' .
. durlng }the Chr:.stmas season, adult mummers danced and carrled
o on rowd:.ly and bawdlly and many male mummers became drunk. -

- -Often, mummers p],ayed trlcks on hosts, or other mummers, or

% '.anyone at all Often mummers stole ve etables from other

_i_people 'S root cellars lfor late nlght g ffs" [suppers] and

it e Tamamd e ws e b

Adﬁdld “'other th:.ngs that chrldren or anyone else 1n NveOundland

-~were not supposed to do; ‘and, sometimes, rpale mummers, d:.s-' o

R I »_?gulsed as hobby horses or carrying hobby horses, chased and
b1t w:.th the hobby horses, often qu:.te roughly, anyone they
: could catch. . . L SR ‘

i
,,,,,,, i
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Ibld., P 359

23Ja\mes ¢ Farls, "Mummlng 1n an Outport F:Lshlng'

A. Descra.ptlon and Suggestlons on the Cogm.tlve, o

Settlenfent., o

cOmplex" (19&9), ,«', lZQa R T

U Ibid., P 129. R 4‘-' LT
zsIb:Ld., BeiladL SR -:

26Ib1d., T L T T
cee 27Thls .the81s stud:.es the mummers' house—v1sit as: 1t
exJ. ted:. in. Newfoundland from the: early nmeteen—hundreds

1 the nineteén-sixties, - This is the period of time
whlch 18 ‘covered:by the memories of the: infoxrmants who con—-
‘tributed - the questlonnaire responses ’” . the taped 1nterv1ews,
‘the untaped interviews, and.the manuscripts 'which were - o
_examined. " In: "Mummers: in-, Newfoundland Hlstory. A Survey of’
. the Prmted Record" “in Christmas Mumming:in Newfoundland. o
"G ‘M. Story cites several references.to the mummers:’ house-
v1s.1.t in: the nlneteenth century, the earllest belng 1819
(Anspach) . j.:.' L el e

28See G M Story "Notes from a Berry Pat&
181 =182, oo oo ‘

: 2gc)cc:aslonally, dur:.ng the rest of the year, people
dlsgulsgd themselves in‘frightening. costumes -and’ lurked in
vdark, Ionely .areas’ at night to.scare passersbyhor philan<.
derlng mates but these were’ i'false mum‘mers (067 249) » Dot
real mummers. i ‘..A . ;., IR P ‘s

R 3°E R. Leach
Representation of Tlme

. \“4.

"Two Essays concernmg the Symbol:.c
(1961), p. 136._"
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) -i; bered, though, that J.n most communities where all—male

s ey T,
e i Soanbig SRy LIRS

gt ." G
. Sa

-*"were males and females m mlxed groups. e

"The Tlme of Muinmering

P IS R -
HAPEN PR S i s i 1 e
N s - . . ’

R but the date for the beg:mn:n.ng of janneyn.ng sometlmea varied
e ‘I w:.ll descrlbe the end of janneying f-:l:rat. o T '

: Often, specia]. customs marked the close of the

' .mummer:.ng season..‘ Because 1t was "the last chahce for a

fl:.ng" (77 75ms$ ’ many masqueraders dressed up especially . o

i B e
4':'

o Composit:l.on of Mummer:.ng Groupsn. In about ten communltiesj

,'mY males mummered ' These groups are descrlbed in Sectlon E e

o "‘B of The Compos:.t‘:.on of Mummermg Groups..; In about one---‘

thlrd of all communlt::.es studled, some males, almost always':*""" -
) -’_:in all—male groups, carned or dlsgulsed themselves as hobby

’ .,.horses or other an1ma1 figures., Because there is a great

u.

i{;_tdeal of informat:.on about these an::.mal flgures, I have

.

"".described them J.n a separate chapter.,.( It should be remem— SR

.

d

' ‘h_’-‘..mummers' groups carried or wore animal figures, most janneys ga

. .
. '.

'l‘he Time of Mummerlng and The Compos:.tion of Mummer-"..
e ,f et

- .,_.ing Groups are An the same chapter for conven:.ence because B

both sect:.ons are short. --_-'.

. . .o T . ‘._;. o
. .\. -'\_ - . P S ST S
. - N . .o

.-v"
P

'l‘he f:Lrst and most J.mportant pattern to be noted J.s

. that people mummered only during the Christmas season, .‘-  .
3 f"'_usually only during the Twelve 'Days of Christmas,' that rs
.‘-‘_'from St. Stephen 8- Day, December 26, tp Old Christmas Day or L
E Old 'melfth Day, January 6.. Nearly always, mummer:n.ng ended

o on January 6, the 1ast mght of the Twelve Days of Christmas,

s

'*«J
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on Old Chr:.stmas ng“ht.; Sometlmes, too, there were com— L -

o !mun:n.ty gather.l.ngs ’ perhaps J.n the afternoon.- On‘. Old

- Ti.
N Lo Sy e e
o T

' ‘;Chr:n.stmas Day,; Deer Island, S C. ,' chose :.ts "most colourful" 3
-fmummer as "Father Chr:.stmas" (067 249) and Lawn, P B., (
chose the best costumed mummer as "king" to 1ead a- parade b

"'down the :m:.ddle of the road. . After the parade, the resldents S
" of Lawn held a party where theJ.r coatumes were burned 2 S
-"'.fin:n.shing "the mununerlng season"__(_77 ll4ms) ' In Conche. * ,‘. ‘:',_“.1' ek

o _,w B. v anyone who Janneyed after midnight on 01d ‘l‘welfth

.:‘:‘. could be Stfl.pped because Chrlstmas was over“ ('I'C3658) . -__ wil -

il

' -_In CurlJ.ng, near COrner Brook, ."_the young people danced and

"the old people told storles" at a last nigh et-together |

K

,f-"thus endn.ng the chrJ.stmas season J.n fr:n.endsh:r.p (Q67—526) - ~

'ji.’ In Spaniard's Bay, C. B., On. "old Chrlstmas N:Lght, most a11 :/ .:

: \'fl‘\:,‘of the Ja.nneys would have a’ bJ.g key w.l.th them to lock up <‘ : RO
,Chrlstmas for another year (066—10‘0) In Tw:n.lllngate' A._.-':
J D B" too, mummers carr:.ed a key "to close th:.s Period for

.A another year“ (Q67 207) ‘ f. \\ AR

In a few communlt:.es i.n the same area of cOnception BN

. 'BaY. January 6 was Teek Day, when “teeks" 1n red clothes .»"""'L L RSV

‘:-‘:‘..‘(QE-?-‘G) or coloured rags and odd boots beat or whipped 3,

PR T
/8 R i Tt e

o ":o"’l:hers on the road who were not s:u.m:.larly dngUlSed and,

.\_‘

'_:"4hence “one of ﬂhe crowd" (73 186ms)',._.f4 In Spaniard's Bay, N :-

3
s
I

F
[

"C B., and Upper Island Cove, c B. , teeks were always men

‘ - ,.“'f'who Whlpped other men,_ but in: Blshop s Cove, C 'B. ,'? "boys P

: —j'."f"twho were ‘not dressed"'up and h1t ' "hem w:.th st:.cks" (gﬁ?-s)i;"-‘ .













'fsof act1v1ty golng on.
o SpeleiC houses for spec1f1c reasons.

”f864) * In Salmon Cove, C B., mummers 11ked to v151t the

:gr:.evan*ces" : (057 908)

AP

.Uﬁafwhlch he studled 1{

c e
Gt e

Occa51onally. mummers v151ted ’:;’"

A Janney dngUlBed

Lnas the devrl's 1mp, ln a red Jumpsuit wlth horns and a tall, c

v1sited the rector of the church 1n Lamallne, P. B (Q67- Ry

‘schoolteacher s house to ralse the roof against old

P

L J.,Chiaramonte has carefully worked out a model

\77,{of the mummerlng groups for the communlty on the South Coast

/‘-

‘fj’whlch Chlaramonte found 1n "Deep Harbour" holds for other

T
‘,5mummer1ng groups varled con81dgrably from communlty to comr-"

4ﬂpmun1ty.

Cia nd Catallna, T B.
,"Vu*young and oldu mummered together.
"‘chlldren started wrth their mum and dad when they were two ff"”

C_fother éommunltles, such as Pardy's Island, P B., and More—{;:

~'j.fand the unattached" (TC3658).:

'vcommunrtles, too..

\'fexamlned

I found, though, on’: go:_' through the

'materlal whlch I had access to that the compo51tlon of i

P

.‘.

wfor three yearS'old and they kept 901ng" (067 115)

.l)

S yfton s Harbour, N D B., mummers were malnly “young marrledsrs.p a0

On Pardy s Isl&hd, "glrls

"Zand younq ﬂellers.had nlce tlmes rollln Ln the snow,

HEdan01n, and me551n up the house" ( C150) and in Moreton s

Possrbly the comp051tlon offthe groups .

Only two patterns held for most of the communltles e

“In. a few communities, such as, St. Anthohy, G N. P.,:”
women, men, and chlldren and all ages,y '

In St Anthony, "some"7

RO







Janneyed w1th other adolescents elther 1n mlxed gender or’

. ~ . . ’

1n same gender groups ) “fi,«““' - ‘: ;;f'

Mummering was "a soc1a1 event" (CMN, p. 93) so, mostti

often, everyone dld mummer w1th someone- else, now and then,' '

~ .'

thoughL a lone mummer, female or male, rapped at the door.f_h”

Chlaramonte has descrxbed "Joseph“ (CMN, p. 93),‘a lone mnm-}ﬁf"“?:

'ﬂ»gmer who was so well dlsgulsed and so unexgected beoause he'

had not mummered lrecent years, that people unsuccessfullY'
guessed hls 1dent1ty for a-long tlme. v;xah';f?- Ei'

g, L

In spite of all the d1fferent comblnatlons in. dlf—~“

ferent communltles of male and female mumme

I

frequently,_of adults and chlldren, twe

atterns stand out

in the com9051t10n of mummerlng groups 1n communltles where','

both males and females mummered. TR

1_.“,"

The mlxture of males and females 1n mummerlng groups

- . \ \-

J—*ln‘most communltles 1s the flrst slgnlflcant pattern.i.;*iguf
:ﬂ Normally, thrdughout the year, males and females did not: mlx
J together 'very often at’ work or. SOClally. Marrled-couples
mlght occa51ona11y go out together but usually men flshed |

and hunted and 1n the evenlngs met W1th other men, 1n the

shops or in the flshlng stages, to talk and smoke.‘ Women

1

baked and sewed 1n51de thelr houses and v151ted w1th other Lo

o ,-

lwomen, when they could, 1n the afternoon. In -Aa. few com- S

: munlthf. eVen, males and females who would never ordlnarxly

s i

v131t or be out together mummered together. A marrled

-

the majorlty of.communltles studled, adolescents usually d”f“'ﬁ :

-l
r
i
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I 5"dreaded by women and children (QG? 1233) ;; *?v°;* OIS

I w111 descrlbe the male mummers' groups 1n the’ﬂ;/

y,f”:t'.'ﬁ ten communlties where 1t is clear that, generally, only

EPEEE J?males mummered.A Elght of these communltles are on the f”-;igxgg':

| '”&:.v;ﬂvalon Penlnsula. : :;f,f".:'hi ’ y‘:ﬁhﬁf I L . h'” S
LT ~L”__‘»t In Colller57 C B., young men especially in thelr:flig;.:J
' E“teens.and twenties," masqueraded in’women's. clothes and - .
f 'hdﬁfroamed from house to house "hollerlng and Blnglng“ (Q67 228) i
‘zi'%;ﬂ;fkandfplaying the accordron.. Because some ]anneys Settled

'-\ﬂffzi*gg'h grudges, there was “some roughxng up on the roads and

_fled 1nto the woods 1n mortal

';ﬁ“other young heftY men £ﬂ£7.

'fear. / Occasionally,.females ]anneyed but usually they

- . .

":LL"rftZQ;¢§followed the men for dances“ (QG? 228)

Lo,

“v“;jf‘nj“:t,'=? Darbxes in RpglnaVLlle, Colinet Island, S M B., )

~5(young men and some older men) 1n 01lsk1ns, underwear,

.“;ij-tgvldresses, and cloth masks "hunted each man 1n h1s house

.

M

’tﬂwhere they inqulred rough&y at the door, “Any skmns around?";*‘ :)-:

ff" L,-F}Then, they "sang and danced around each man,' blackenlng

f* .i”xeiifhis face w;th soot and pretendlng to shavelhlm with a =
3 ‘ ﬁ;ffwooden rason,;°"Some hld but they‘were always fOund" (Q67- ;i” o
S ey

oy . .. 1.

‘Awho used sticks "sometlmes offen51vely“}“f

T and never unmasked ‘asked admlssion w1th a; ﬁh;me such as '“fﬁ'_b.fgyf
Golden Spice/If 'e pure generosity.‘ ./" e

(067 792) 12 ,,quﬁ,;'L?“53'

. fHave you~anyth1ng“for the mummers?"

RO ENUUCT SRR
. AVt - T
R [ Y . N
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! ‘L : et
"ff_ In Placentla, P B., young'men as'"ghosts" or "glrlsyl.:ﬁg“”f
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f e Tnralin st

"'keep thelr feet dry and to protect from,whlps

7p31n this seqtion because, 1n these communltles, only males

. .

m‘also “chased glrls when they met on a dark road“ (Q67 802)

rv?In Bay Roberts. men d159“13ed ‘as "ghOStS" (067 806) ‘and..

(067 779) "Rlval groups“ (QG? 247) wore “1ong rubbers to ;
u13

N SRR

”'“ Finally, 1n Whltbourne and COllnet s M B., male

'ﬂ‘lblackening, and shav1ng of thelr v10t1ms“ (72 l76ms).;

fns
t,

[ I

In Collnet,_darbles masqueraded 1n women 8. clothes

)

; and "masks and plumes llke Indlans" and "talked 1n a

'"”ﬂédlfferent tongue.:~ After they had “tortured“ and shaved

-

‘:-”Qfof tea.“‘ One victim remarked,'"they dldn't kill me that'was

___,_,_
,_,,..—-’

;f*'all“ (72 101ms) The Whitbo(rne shav1ng gang“ allowed a11

(067- 773)fy

.4iwomenn (067 779) and some men in. goat or cow skins "repre_ff
t‘gsentlng the dev1l" (967 467) chased people Off. the.roads P

fi'and horsewhlpped anyone they "dlsllked"'(QG7 774) or “saw"”‘ o

'and when “up the harbour" met "down the harbOUr there was:ft
.5 great competitlon and fun" (Q57 779). In addltlon, some ﬁg;k7'
.”Hf¥Bay Roberts janneys fought 1n gangs at “Runnlng Brook“ 7:dif"
= Ta“people often walked mlles over the marshes to av01d them"j?::

u]ﬂ?mummers carrled hobby horses to a551st them.ln the Capture,zl'H'
.1zj__A1though I have descrlbed the behaVLQur of hobby horses more . \(

‘:lfully 1n Chapter v, I have briefly descrlbed the behav1our 3»t

"fof the carriers of the Whltbourne and Collnet hobby horses"‘j"’

':ffipa fellow, the Collnet mummers danced and sang and had “a cup o

e 3fTy e e A ponsiaren o
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of Concepts of. Pollution and Taboo (1969), P- 165.A4,

;'sheets and wearable clothes (H. Halpert) r*i:t;

B Santa Claus. :On Flat Island;. P.B., maleihrlnklng groups RN
sang as they walked'f "0ld. Santy ‘Claus: he: knows no-‘dangex/. .. :
" Over all. the'world a ranger/Salllng forth on. Christmas Eve"‘_”

1Mary T.. Douglas, Purlty and Danger.- An Analysls Sy

<2Probably 6nly masks were burned, not quilts and

-3

was over (70 '21ms).. . As at Chrlstmas, trlcks and general

badness were contalned withln a. llmlted and set ‘tinme perlod;fh_'¢

4

‘everyone- in the famlly would put cocoa on his or her
(066 72) L _ L L 4
R 5

James C Farls, Cat HarbOur (1972), p..

. 6In many Newfﬁundland communlties, at Chrrstmasﬁ
tlme, groups of men. visited other rmén's houses’ to have-a
drlnk. .When the’ éuests W&re ready ‘to-leave, . the'’ ‘Host -
‘usually- Jolned the _group- and all of'them would" visit other
houses, collectlng more male hostsas they went. Although
- men 'in male drinking groups did. hot usually disguise them-.

l, selves, they did- have analogles with mummers. -For: example, .

_mummers sometimes dressed in cow,. goat, .or. sheep skins,. -

" Men in Heart's Delight, T. B,, -sometimes: ‘carried a. stuffed

'goat.or sheep s head -with them on' Christmas Eve. at “b0051ng
“time" (067 76). Thelr wives cleaned and - stuffed ‘these headew

thh rags and, throughthe Christmas- perlod, ‘when the heads e

_were'not being. carried: by-th ‘Tert, they were: hung ‘near: the :
Chrxstmas tree;*. Mummers, ‘a so, sometlmes, dlsgulsed as

(067 860) *

7In ‘one’ communlty, Port au Chom"' P., one man

d1d nummer on Sunday.' He described self as normally:a fﬁf"’* B

“goody . goody“ (TC270): who, ‘throughofit the year, never. wént

g out on'Sunday: and_did . not. drink.. ‘A8 no one: expected ‘this.’

man, espeoxally, to mummer on Sunday, no one recognized hlm.
. 8 L

o

James c. Farls, Cat Harbour (1972), p."l4l.5

9'rhe custom of sayxng “Trlck o¥ . Treat“ at Hallowe en

seems to ‘have come to Newfoundland ‘with the ‘Americans’ who
worked on the; Amerlcan»airbases ‘in Newfoundland durlng the
second world war (H Halpert) ST T

N BRI

R 1 B Broad Cove, P B., [?l, _one ' 1nformant remembersn,~'¥3
always hav;ng a.fish dinnexr on’ Chrlstmas ‘Bve .. ™ Before\dlnnero\f'

, On All Fools Day, Aprll l, in Newfoundland tricks,ﬁpi"}.>”
could not ‘be’ played after twelve.  noon because “Apr11 Faol” s




Lo lDProbably chxldren were accepted, asemummers,,Au‘: o
ERNIE because they were 1earning the custom. . In Newaundland, S
‘;‘?2% there 1s a tradition of learnlng by doinq (H Halpert).j<%;.:” EE
‘ﬁ'”; R Lo 11See L. J.‘Chlaramonte S8 esaay "Mummlng in’'Deéep " - . o
"Harbour': . Aspects of. Social Organlzatxon in Mummlng and L
Drlnklng"*xn Chrzstmas Mummlng in Newfoundland, pp. 90-103. B A

12

%.
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e
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!

This rhymenls 31m11ar to part of the Doctor e

. R . ) o

speech 1n the “Tragedy of St. - George,“ ‘the St..John's.

-mummers * play ‘which. is quoted in Christmas Mumming in New_ f_:,§
_f_cz.ue_éeee_é, PP 194—196. . oY

l'3111 Trlnidad, at the turn of the century, durxng Lt
&arnival, ‘men disguised as- “Pierrot," a. handsome masquer-z'ﬁ
"ader .and flghter, ‘Wore - pots on their. heads underneath thelr;;
Hberets—vahe dron pots were to: protect‘agalnst the’ whlps AR
~.of ‘other" Pierrots. All thé Pierrots made, boastful speechesf:;'p oo
of personal prowessxand ‘fought ‘one . ‘another.” The- erowds - .o el
encouraged ‘them: ' See A.T. Carr,‘"Plerrot Grenade, I e s
Carrlbean Quarterly 4, 1956, P 281. R T

e

- o 1472 176 ms, “The Hobby Horse of WhltEBurne,- ieﬂ.?
"‘an excellent eesay. e -

PRSP lSL G..Small,,"Becomlng a Man “in. Newfoundland- AT
Educatlon ‘and- Machismo in an-“Island Communa v," unpubllshedj- RSN T
paper, p. 7. Dry Halpert has also. reminded®me - that sailors.-. - 7 v
.were "shaved" with’ a‘wooden-or_ iron implement of- some sort - AR

when they crossed the equator for the flrst tlme.‘

s
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T.ﬁ"; anlmal faces were then,,sometlmes, drawn on with pencrls,duo
and blacklng, and “llpstrck from the corner store" (067-

' ’If,a cardboard maskvune\chosen, colourlng,'again,
was applled w1th stove pollsh or charred wood, dlfferent

coloured palnts, or the red paper from the 1nsrde of a

F'Taylor’s cocoa trn (Q67 517) Long, stltched on, ugly noses

have been popular w1th cardboard mask fanclers and whlskers

‘1

.
\»,

sheep s wool, rabblt' fur, cow and horse hrde, moose halr,

or lrchen. From trme to tlme, even, 1n Port Biandford, B B.,

o —

relndeer faces (067 989) were drawn on cardboard and augff:
mented w1th the branches of trees t1ed on the head w1th a
scarf The branches represented horns.;f"

fff;bﬁ' . For the mummer who was reallf concerned to hlde her

"\'

»

or h1s.1dent1ty, of course, plllOW cases, flour and sugar ~
sacks, cardboard boxes, paper bags, and stocklngs were best

because they covered the entlre head and neck.' Mummers who;?

B

by thelr ears or the colour of thelr halr.. The cloth sacks,

t -

fs;tqo, were~“hard to remove 1n a scuffle" (Q67 489)h

Comblned w1th longjohns ‘or whlteksheets, whlte 'jfji

-

”d;g,di:' plllow cases and bleached flour and sugar sacks ‘made “rough

.

ghostly faces” (067 315) or they could be coloured w1th

‘1fh1deous“ olh“werrd designs“ (Q67-274) or, 1n Deer Lake,'5‘"'

and’moustaches were often made from unplalted rope, oakum, 3‘

d1d not cover thelr entlre head could sometlmes be recognlzed

T

_,_T...._ .- .

e e e ek g & e, Y

-



ST

”};*j}ﬁf Although black marklngs (and red mark;nge) were

.“fffyizf;f_ At the opp031te extreme to these black faces were

e the occasicnal whlte faces made w1th flour and greaee._

S tlmes carved from stumps\bf wood.’

o

Y

palnted to 1ook llke “the mask of the Med1c1ne Man

1203) Slmllarly, paper bags were .ecorated w1th black

(067 306) and probably

soot,:“red ofi - the cheeka and lips"
moustache or, once, a "moose ear bear - (Q67 397).: Old
cotton and Sllk stockings with eye and a1r holes" (QG?-.:
927) dlsgulsed well too, and nylons, when they came 1nto f:
stx;e, excelled in thelr "abllity to dlstort the facial

features beﬁond recognltlon" (067 209), espe01ally 1f1‘

e

dentures were removed Cardboard boxes, 1th rope beards

.

square or oblonq..jg~igf?“"

'

3 RS

2

frequent on face coVerlngs, black faces themselves were

Ny R ‘,-.

common 1n many places, mone often for men than for women,

possxbly because women’ more frequently w1shed to “look good” |

(TC3658) To make a-face‘"rlght black" (TC319) like “the .
blackman" (067 277) or "a real nlgger" (TCl), a mummer

mlght pull a black stocklng over hle or her head or palnt

v hzs or her own skln w1th charcoal burnt cOrk mud boot

blacklng and butter, soot from the bottom of the kettle,

"i; wood ash, gunpcwder and water, or Sunllght stove pollsh‘ “h"A,

J\A.,“ ,

.~

-{gjf‘ In two cOmmunlties that I know of, maaks were some—c

3.

.‘\-

(QG?--* .

—

In Robert 'S Arm, N D B., "




masks were "pamted many dlfferent colours" (067-1295)

lnto full masks wh:.ch, 11ke cardboard masks or lace curtaln ’

R J.nformant 'S

or molasses. 5 In lGrand Bank, F B. '’ a face covered w:l.th

: “w:.tch" and “an:.mal" (QG? 1099) store—bought masks.A In

what or whom the masks represented.,,,;

.,«

f1ve hobna:.ls were dnven in the front to represen&.!:he

mouth, and there was an oakum moustache. . On Change Islands, S

"V" 'shaped cut out

L

N D. B., wooden false faces had eyeholes,
mouths,« na:l.l teeth,- d red ochre colour:mg (Tc321)
Although they were frequently used as’ moustaches . L

and beards, pieces of anlmal skms could also be fashlongw ' L

., . .

Ve.'LlS, covered the ent:l.re face. _ In Freshwater, : C B. : one

grandfather and grandmother" (73 65 #14) wore

goat skln '-masks and, ln other places, rabbit skln and deer

-

skJ.n masks appeared.

In V:Lctorla, Carbonear, C B., an:Lmal

o e

skm masks had eyeholes cut out an'd "sharp noses" and

"beards“ (Q67—536) sewn on., In Bay Roberts, C B., deer ska.n ‘. "

:n.rrd feathers were somet:.mes used-*as whole masks, N

too. They were stuck rlght onto the face w1th glue, dough, "'.'...'4'..," )

molasses and feathers Was a hJ.deous s:Lght" (067-—1206)

1

"-'7..""'7‘ In the nlneteen-flftles and early 51xt1es, store— S
On Change ' ' 2
Islands N D B., mummers wore gonlla, Santa Claus, and ‘

R ‘e

pxrate store masks.. In Moreton s Harbour, N D B., they wore

bought" ‘false faces appeared occa‘s:n.onally._.

g ,,.-

Western Bay, C B., cardboard false faces sold ln the store ‘

PR

for one cent each (Q67-939) 'I‘he .mformant does not say rt' o '




SITmAKT I wand

‘.
%

"rldiculous :Ln ‘.Ereez:.ng temperatures“ (TC3658)

r:.bbons. Gulls' -w:.ngs were pmned on'- Change Islands hats

(TC321} In Colx.net. g, n B-.""--

shapes and srzes. Straw hats w:.th feathers looked E

a" )

Rams' horns, protrudlng from the forehead “looked ugly, o
Just l,lke an old w1tch" (TC53} or "thea devil“ (067-1198)

hlmself Tall, cardboard hats w:.th Chrlstmas tree decora-- e

bt [}

N . “ .

tions and "I 11ke sweet cake" (067';

1274) expressed the w

Bplrlt of the season. In Conche, wlB. ,,,mummers somet:xmes

! .
/.

In Robert s Arm, N D B., the sleeve of an old\ o:.lcoat .\served"

«

as a mummer rs hat (TC330} In Bay Roberts, c B., a mummer ";,;""

x,._-

, wore a lampshade (QG'I 1295) In Corner Brool'c-, mummers
gturned salt and pepper caps .1ns.1de out and pulled them down
over the:.r ears. , In Klng 8 Pomt Green Bay, and *Terra Nova,

mummers m:.ght wear f'fur caps pulled 1ow"' (067-466) Cape

Anns or f:n.shermen s o:ulsk:.n hats mlght be worn by both

s v - B v '—' i

sexes, when they mummered,

4,

to be grand wore elegant old hats of an earl:l.er'era.‘ In

:.‘ Tw:.llingate, N D B., bonnets were tr:.mmed mth feathers and

oy

In St. Lawrence, . P B. » mummers "often' 'ore ta11 cardboard







the clothes underneath were stuffed w:.th p:.llows, hay, or old

‘rclothes. ‘ In Petit Forte, P B., female Janneys da.sgulsed them-’"'-‘

‘ 'selves 1n 1arge men’s. work clothes padded w:.th plllows, large

R IR . IS

rubber boots, and cheesecloth masks (067 487) . On Bell Island

s C B., a male mummer wore an old black s:le dress, stuffed 1.n

.- ~04'.

the bosom and m the rear, ‘and a red shawl (067-306)

‘ ;"'Head of Bay d'Espo:Lr, B d E., female mummers rlgged out m

':'men 's long underwear stuffed w1th plllows up the back or' -

i "":-"halfway down the leg“ (69 6ms) In Fortune, F B., female .

"mmumers often masqueraded m southwesters, guernseys [sweaters}

",l-‘;stuffed w1th p:.llows back and front, baggy pants rolled_ to~ the

knee, men s shoes or. boots, and a cloth mask (77—58ms)
| .Burgeo, S C., male mummers dlsgulsed themselves 1n padded A

:":‘f,weddmg dresses (067-141)'_ In Tllt C°Ver G B" the school

prmcrpal wore a woman s dress [ with paddlng, h:.gh—heeled

shoes, _and a wh:.te shawl (Q67-1105)

. P P
. L R r

v

Usually, that 1s .1.n most commum.tles where male and
B '€fema1e "costume reversal" 'is reported, lt was very dlfflGlllt

,',,to' tell male from female mummers, at least at flrst. ' The bulky

. A

e T .costumes covered any gender or :Lndlvn.dual characterlstlcs.; Also, ;

LI ’

frequently, J.n communitx.es where mummers reversed costumes,
whlle some male JanneYS drsgulsed themselves :m WOmen s clothes
ERCHRRE and some female Janneys d:.sgulsed themselves in: men s clothes, , :

..:',i_other male Janneys dlsgulsed themselves 1n men s clothes, other

., -',‘4.,“_
- . N

female Janneys dlsgulsed themselves J.n women s clothes, ana e

-st111 other male and female janneys wore '_neuter" costumes,




[

sometlmes stuffed the:Lr fronts w:Lth plllows "for breasties__ '

ve oo ”\_«

h clothe-"( and all female Janneys masqueraded in men s clothes Spy

confused or blurred. To muddle genders even more, on . Ll

' "'You wouldn t know the grrls from the fellows" ('1‘c150) and,

P

factors, the bulky costumes and the only partlal costume

\ I S

reversal, mummers genders, 1n these conunum.t::l.es, became

Tl N R

e

Pardy s Island P B., male Janneys, whether they dlsgulsed

as females or males stuffed thelr :Eronts to make "t:.ttles..

in Corner Brook, men masquerad:mg 1n: men s long underwear

(72 56ms) It seemed to me that, rather than being costumes

s

f "sexual reversal," generally, when mummers masqueraded as ': "

ot

the opposite sex,l as when they maequeraded in other d:.s- ~.

¢ .
«e, FIEEEY .

guises, their costumes were of no sex or sexless.. A

.

Occasmnally r :.n a: few comnum.t:.es, such as Carman-~ T

ville, N D B., Garmsh, F“B., Lethbrldge, B B ., and St.-'

L .
o’ L3

Albans, B d E., all male Janneys masqueraded J.n women s "‘:I“.'f-"_ff - -

- - . _':-‘.

;'-‘.'5" '_,‘ J.n these communitles, the gend‘»ers of jahneys, under .' . L

,,,,,,

< .4\, . ‘~H.,<.;
o 5

the:rr disgu:.ses, were easily 1dent1f1ab1e._ As one 1nformant

“

P

opposlte sex exactly so the costumes whlch these part.tcular N =

mummers wore clearly represented one sex or the other that S

' }they were not asexual Indeed, some of these mummers ;

were so accurate J.n the:.r representatlons of the oppéslt j S

sex that they were taken to be the sex they s:.mulated. ’

Cow Head, G N P. v .:T."-, el who was "llke & man
i ’. . . @

L N

LR IS DY R

from Carma.nv:n.lle wrote, . “You know to guess. , It's s’tup;’,d" . - .
LT (067—217) :‘ ". ~; . ) ,. ; ‘;- ':, - r

. .;.__»L"i'_‘z. . 0ccas:.ona11y, a, few mummers trled to J.mn.tate the R O



beo o Ty o LR L oh S e .
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o
e

o on che, c B. . male mummers masqueraded as women vuth

women, "malnly An men s clothes, tried to pass fOr men

PR \-"I\"l\ N -

anyway" disgu'lsed herself "m a man s suit, shirt, tie,

and acted like aman. She had "a grand bJ.t of fun and

“

‘ “no one knew" ('1‘0246) that she was really a woman. In Salm-;"

A

the:.r own clothe's underneath "so you could see" while the

* B

(73 16Bms) . In "Deep Harbour,“,'af man who had not mummered

‘ 1n recent years pulled on one of hls sxster—in-law s tight

‘ly'

f:.ttl.ng dresses," "long brown cotton stock:.ngs,“ “a veilv,‘::’ S

and "a nelghbour s hxgh~heeled shoes" (CMN, p 9'3) 'Peo?le

.

trled to guess' hJ.B 1dent1ty for mouths.- In thls last case, .

-.-r:

.'Lt 1s not clear whether people knew that "Joseph" Was a man

a 7

:Ln disguise or whether they did mot know J.f hewere a man or

Lt

,- .a woman underneath h:.s costume. "Joseph s“, 'costume is one

- through thelr masks (067-491) In Foxtrap, C B., :'a husky

of the few tJ.ght costumes tl'gt I lcncw of R

,.

Occaszl.onally,.too, some janneys, disguiSed as the

. ]

oppos:.te sex, exaggerated and mocked the clothes, mannerlsms,_ .

and phy31ca1 attnbutes of that sex, often "to get a good
laugh“ (067 582) These costumes, then, cannot be said to
be asexual either._ In Long Cove, . B. ’ girls masqueraded

«

"fJ.shermen" ” (067-—6 63) :Ln oilclothes stuffed with plllows,

and stra.w hats. 'I‘hey smoked plpes, Although even men 1n ;

Newfoundland d:.d not usually smoke c:.gars, in. Isle aux Morts v Q. RIS -

.l

Capot Stra:.t, women dngu:Lsed as men sometlmes smoked cz.gar;s

"female" w1th “paper stuffed m the appropr:.ate places

(QG? 1003) played the accordmn.. Buxom "1ad1es"~ :Ln Moreton 8"

\"'-




Barbour, N D B., sported "bulglng hJ.ps and flar:.ng b,reasts" Do

e et Rty e ¢ e e

(067-1099) of turn:.ps, grapefrults,Aand potatqes. In Bay

of Islands,< "female w1th "hairy, unshapely legs" donned . ‘
B ‘.~ P . - ) . )

L _--nylons and a lady ' suxm'ner hat "in" the dead of winter" (Q67- o 4
. :'896) The most common. and "the funnlest" mummers :m Curl:mg, : '-

'near Corner Brook were men dlsgulsed :as "fat women" 'w1th
i thelr oWn clothes underneath (77-—125ms) In Red Bay, ‘

e Labrador, a boy mummer wore a large, brlght red dress, flfty

"'years out‘of style, a brassiere over the dress, a large hat,

’/ an old, torn pett:.coat for a veil, gloves w11:h.the flnger's,

‘ gone, large boots, and a deer skin over h:Ls shoulders (067- If
726) In Heart s Dellght, T B., a male mummer masqueraded |
as Gir’iy Glrdle w1th "an old corset and rtmny stockings ‘
over hlS Jeans (067-76) Although members of both sexes .;'-;-’ .' ‘

parodled the oppos:.te sex, men seem to have parodled women

\. ',

more than women parod:.ed men. ( T SR -.
On the whole, although there were some exceptions, L
.-"when mummers disgulsed themselves as the opposrte sex, it I

~-'was dlfficult to tell at least at f:.rst, whether they were RN l

Z:'really men or’ women underneath the1r disgu:.ses and the i :
:_general effect of the:.r costumes was sexless. Norma.lly,
”':‘-“throughout the year in Newfoundland the cloth:n.ng of both f
RPN sexes was separate a.nd dlstlnct. Men wore men 's clothes
‘and women wore women s clothes.;,
.‘ . ' » F
)
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Neuter Costumes Lo _- IR

AR

| R N :‘, . ) " As well as clothes of the opposrte sex, qullts and“""

: ', sheets were popular dlsgulses for female and male mummers, '

l .

' , | n fact, .in almost every communlty studled, some mummers
» o wore qullts and sheets as costumes. In a few communit:.es,-:{:"; f
: some female and male .mummers masqueraded 1n br1n bags
R N . [burlap bags] ' SR T
.

they, or the clothes underneath them, were vstuffed in the',;':u

back or 1n the front or both w:.th pJ.llows, or hay, or old : 3

e clothes so that mummers' shapes and genders and .1dent1t1es

: were concealed ' I call these costumes "neuter dlsgulses. -

v .
DAY LR

_- R As costumes, these artrcles w,ere all worn :m L;;. ERRCAE
B several dlfferent ways. e ‘ _ ,‘ ,A B R RS e

"A quilt would be wrapped around the body and over :

the head so as to cover the face, except, for a small openmg

for the wearer to peer out of" (CMN, p. 211) . -A<_mon1;ner~ :_Ln "_:-. ,

Lot

thls costume revealed only h:.s or her eye.._; '-_:"

SR R A quilt could also be wrapped Just around "the body
ERRIEI leavmg the face and head to be hidden w1th some sort of '

mask and perhaps, a hat or cap. ,":In'Ramea,lS C.,‘ a mummer
















flné qullts were not gmven to'“just anybody"

'1;.'_

ffThey were entrusted by the women who~‘

'f'made them only to neat, careful mummers who “dldn i drlnk"} ' :‘afl'

-\,.

(TC3658). In Harbour Grace, C B., women "took prlde 1n ,Ef‘}? z{f

1the1r elaborate homemade qullts" (Q67-860) In‘"Coughiln %-‘-15‘

-
\ . . t . .

be publlcly displayed recognlzed and pralsed.~ The boats li”

v - B e e L RIS

e o

Cove,, as mummers made the rounds from houseeto house , ?.M

: people [would] notzce [the quzlts} and sometlmes make com— }ﬂ“ f
ments on [them] . }

S hristmas 1s the t1me of year when e

v .‘._<.,'~ . i .‘-" ‘%‘

or on beds most of the year, perhaps Chrlstmas was the one :t= R

R , -

ttlme when this spec1a1 Sklll of women——qulltmak1ng—~could S

: T : UL ﬁ.@‘:?
Sheets, when they were worn as mummers' costumes, D S S
frequently represented "ghosts" and qullts may have been ':7, 'S
worn as costumes partly so that thelr makers' Sklll could 37 . :










Qisuch as’hip'rubbers, an old sklrt,-_ d a.hask'wath a horh

- whlte nlghtdresses" w1th lace vells whlle nthe black.boys"

rlble expressxon" or “the other extreme (067—213), a

-

together,' men were sloppy:eien as'women“ butS“women dressed

beautlful long dresses"f(Q67—7791 and beautlful faces were':

drawn on paper or plllow case masks.: Some Trlnity men .;”_éi;;.

L+

camouflaged themselves under paper or cardboard masks or soot.u,;“

\

The reference does not say what else the men wore.“ Young men

and women 1n Cuplds, C B., dlsgulsed themselves 1n:?b1g,

(TC218), who marcheq ahead w:.th "the chopper (t.he hobby

‘-:

black hands and faces.. The whlte:nlghtgowned mummers chasedld‘







] “ et s bt
. . s N - f . T, .

T

t

Lo~

‘-In~change Islands,,N D B.,*"lf there was a doctor, there

i, up often:n communltles where wedding parties were cowmon as {~¥‘

.’, tlme tD t1me ﬁn thelr own.‘ I w1ll dlscuss weddlng party

were popular as mummers' dlsgulses and, Pln many 1nstances,*‘

"and a half slip vell.ﬁ He carried a. rope and a dory grapnel

rwas often a pregnant 'woman'" (TC319) who could be either

a male of a female 1n dlsguise. Unfortunately, the

- sectlon.; In Harbour Grace, C B., a masked clergyman“wore

holes cut out (Q67 379).‘ In Southport, T B;;'oilclothes f““'
a fish was carrled along" (066 21) In Port Rexton, T B.,

a man dlsgulsed as a f;sherman wore orlclothes stuffed W1th

plllOWS "to make hlm look blgger"'(Q67 996), rubber boots

Doctors and mlnlsters were also qulte frequent occu— f-ﬁ“
D A .

pational type dlsguLSes and a "nun" even appeared ane;fﬁlﬁ?i;u~

Grand Falls, mummers as doctors carried "bean" (Q67-89) .f?'iifj_'

plllS and lunch box bags.A Mummer doctors 1n Heart s Dellght,

T B.,_mixed together medlclnes at each house'"for coughs

—— R

and colds,xsores and bllsters on: your knees" (067-693)

P

1nformant does not say what the doctor and the pregnant "woman -

ale

dld In Pouch Cove, near St. John's adoctor proclalmed that
-, . t:f" .- :
he had "med1c1ne made of aacat s feather and a hen s tooth"'<

(QG7 660) Masked"parsons' W1th Blbles (or almanacs) turned

mummerlng groups., In other communltles.‘they appeared from,;i

.

mummers' groups and other group dlsgulses at the end of thlsf-:7

e

a black overcoat, a black hat, black shoes, a white collar,,_,“

and black rubbers._ He carrled a Blble (QG? 994)
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B ,“Lewissorte, N D B., a mummer dlsgulsed as a clergyman.::
'aitpw1th a. "black book“ was Joklngly refused a drlnk of liquor
%;by ‘a host.gu"Can + have any."You re ar clergyman" (067-437)
nf:The Janney 1n Fox Harbour, P B., who was disgulsed as a nun*‘:'. ‘
ilwore‘"a black - shirt and sweater -and " a: whlte shawl" (Q67-vf - L g
‘ﬁﬂ275) 'ﬁgwfj;fbliuff" }, 9: “%'fﬂifﬁ;f"-l.*y: f5ifjj3 “f_: ;t:,_i"j” oy
4.: (<; Nurses, ‘dentists who offered to pull teeth w1th T t&
'Vijplncers,‘lumberjacks, hunters, farmers w1th pltchforks,jl" ,?
c‘soldiers, and pollcemen appeared'occasionally, too.{ Am;V:*'E“' fﬁ
‘ 4;;"hunter"lin Port Rexton, T B., was dlstlngurshed by woods »ﬁ
;' fff”ﬁclothes, huge logans, a. seallng musket, and’ a powder horn.;jdff 7?
'sHe also wore a half—sllp veil (Q67—996) . Masqueraders who ::f;tflsﬁi‘;é

'jdisgulsed themselves as soldlers dressed,~1n Change Islands,"
'f:N b. .B., 1n unlforms 1eft over from the First World War,“? i;.A' ' :rfﬂ

‘:I(TC321).; In Harbour Buffett, P B., they wore unlforms left . mf;fé*“.

"'f%fﬂ : over from the Second World War (067-212)

:(B) Costumes Represeﬁting Tgpes of People

The types of people who were represented most

R commonly were old men and old women, crlpples,_and hunch-

PR RS .

‘ backs. ,"Old men"‘and "old women" were very common disgulsesf

'for many mummers 1n many communltles. Janneys who disgulsed, i

llthemselves as crlpples and hunchbacks were almost as’ :kff,y'rﬁ<,x"
SRR Mummers acted as olo men and old women and crlpplessfwfg

;;by stooping and llmping, wlth a Bpllt or ‘a Stlck for support.
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.g - mers or both wore weddlng dresses as dlsgulses-:

v

In St. Lawrence, P B 4 male janneys-who mlmacked old women

-: were called "old dears" (067 438) They “1eaned on knotted fﬁf;'“
‘ stick canes for support" QG7—438) In St. thn'd, ,;?yf }{“fﬁ’ih

masqueraders used sticks to "crlpple along (967-482).ﬁ.ff'”
Mummers who were dlsguised as hunchbacks also stooped and
limped and leaned on~st1cks. In additlon, they had plem

stuffed "1n the backs of thelr garments" (QG//lf’

humps.- In Long Pond, Manuels, C'Bip/ﬁthe hunohback wasu

popular and a terrxble figure‘as a mummer" (066—19).,3

: Another typeqof person whlch mummers quite often

‘a

represented was "the brlde.~1 Male mummers or female mum—i5'
- . B ~

zake, “the most common dlsguxse for male mummers was a

' wedding dress" (067—1203) In Campbellton, N D B., a male

KRR

mummer wore hlS mother s old wedding clothes and carr;ed»iw ~?'

flowers (067-531).T In Burln, P B., a woman wore her ownuf"
old brldesgown" (067-326) w1th a lace curtaln vell. ;luf
Perry s Cove, C B., "brides" were elther men or women., f -

*

SOmetlmes, the female or male clad 1n the wedding

1

dress was accompanied by a groom.l In Newtown, B B

:

was a br1de and his girlfrlend was the groom., In Avondale,

C Bh, a female "brlde" wore a black dress wmth red, whitef""

and blue paper roses hanging from it and the male 'groom ei';ﬁ

o J

vens/ (TCll)

| *}60.

_wore a black tuxedo. Presumably, they also wore masks‘or :?;ii_
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'-1// Negroes,;Indlans,.gyp51es, and pirates sometlmes-fu

'aturned up, too._{In Port Blandford B B., mummers who

ff:wished to resemble "real nlggers".(TC1), blacked thelr‘7

3faces W1th Sunllght stove pOllSh._ In Heart s Content,»i?‘_*:
':T B., a man representing “a.n;gger woman rubbed soot onzaA
'ﬁ his face and put on a’ woman s dress, a Yoman s shoes, ?

ﬂ—stocklngs, ahd_a “turban" (067~990) ; In St. John s, there

":3was "alWays"han:"Aunt Jemlma ana often'”Uncle Tom"'and

"f*"Little Eva" from Uncle Tom 5! Cabin (067—9).,

"8 might have been more usual dlsguises

"Indlans
zfor male mummers than for females.; In Collnet, s M B.,‘ftqfé'“

'ﬂ~male mummers masqueraded 1n "masks and plumes llke Indlans"

”;fand “talked 1n a dlfferent tongue" (72 101ms).. In Musgrave—

toWn, B B.,‘lf male janneys were disgulsed as Indxans, they

lcarried "bows and arrows" (067—759) o In Bay Bulls, S S.,‘

-'*fjanneys sometlmes parnted thelr faces'"dlfferent coloni&

' to "make fun of the Beothuks"'(TC322) but the reference does
PN

V[not say whether the mmmmers were males or: females.« In Deer

g S
Lake, flour sacks were palnted to look 11ke the mask of a -

'~fsMed1c1ne Man (067 1203) In St. Lawrence, P. B.,'chlld

L

fia,mummers dlSQUISed themselves in buckskln coats, feathers,

:‘.:fand ”brlghtly painted faces“ (067 439).- :}*'i‘ ,:Qﬂl"

]

- 2 '
- Janneys masqueradlng as "gypsles" and "pirates

ﬁxaPPeared in spanlard's Bay. t B. TheY W°re "°1d rags | i -
L 1(067—318) In. x.musden. B B-. a mumer dlsgulsed h““self

: ﬁgor herself as Long John Sllver, w1th one leg (067-231)
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- were also represented by masqueraders in other costumes.=;1nf

'sometimes wore horns and, rﬁathey w1shed to resemble the

(C) Costumes Representing Types ofaj;f_'jﬁif“tffeg-ﬁ ~.¥.f?1
Characters ,';J N O R

“Ghosts and "devils" were the;two"moSt;fréqueﬁt;j;""l

Mummers in: white sheets with white pillow slrp hoods

oo

~_or black stocking masks often portrayed ghosts but ghosts‘

'j7Fogo, Pogo Island, N D. B.,.someone dressed up 1n a dead

Miman s oilskins and v191ted the dead man 8= widow.f As the man

f{jDaniel's Harbour, G. N P., a; male mummer dingised himself

'as a particular ghost,-"Big Foot Sal - 'Sal, in 1ife, had

‘walked into the woods one day to get birch rinds for tanning
| “_seal skins.. She - never réturned but her ghost is still seen

'fin Daniel s- Harbour cha51ng the dev1l with an\axe (71 llSms).

The»dev11 took various forms and so did mummers'g}-

fand a. long tail (067 864).: In Daniel's Harbour, G N P.,_the
'"ﬁiw1fe of the mummer who disguised himself as the ghost f!Big
'iFoot Sal"wore "a. cow 's head-mask,“ black pants w1th a tail,"f“

njﬁand an old seal skin Jacket._.Sh" lcould ea51ly have passed

=S

for the Black Man"‘(71-115ms) : In Robert's Arm, N D B.,

J.

huge man masqueraded as the devrl 1n black oilclothes, horns,

'. -

and a tail (Q67-20).. In Moreton '8, Harbour, N D B., mummers:

types of character disguise.»;";-llﬁ;')l N Qg;;(\ i:Tfjff’,T"

B had only been dead a week, the widow fainted (Q57_932) -,“; "117;
:.fbeen Sally Pollard,'a tall woman w;th big feet who had ;ﬁfﬂ\""”"

'lcostumes representing the dev11. In Lamaline, P B.,'a Jan-':*}jif”

:ﬂney masqueraded as the dev1l's imp in a red Jump suit, horns,."
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dev;l, ‘a ta11 (067 1198)._1n Pouch Cove,near St._John s, a:mmuer“:f7j%u
' SO B
dressed up 1n a complete cow s skin w1th the head and the EDURUCTIRE

horns attached.J People probably thought 1t was "Satan

himself"‘(QG?-llBO). .@JQ;““‘” }j:.}“,ﬁ,;gif ) *1 fﬂl o
' ””~“Santa“ became more usual ‘as a character dngULBe .j;_'f
when Santa false faces became avallable 1n stores.. Still '7"e”

ff;i before that, Santa masks were made w1th "sheep s wool ;;fﬂ o
. whlskers" (Tc319}, "sheep s wool eyebrows and cap tr1m"-f4cﬁfef i SN
(067-389) fln Placentla, P B., there was malways one“' ‘ : -;'3'r1
janney as Santa Claus (067-398), and in Corner Brook, 1n therf C o Jii}“

—_— Lo L dTe

nineteen—forties.‘a man costumed as Santa once drove a ;‘J'?;

AR . : RS
'ﬂﬁ\ horse and wagon full of Chrlstmas carol 51ng1ng mummers ”.3:ﬁm
(067 478) Father Chrlstmas in: Campbellton, N D B., ‘%f{;- IR R
ool I BN RS

v1smted all the houses ln the dbmmunlty w1th a blrch broom._ : foh

3 When he entered each house, he-WOuld 81ng thlS song. L L c,; ?5
‘Here comes 1 Old Father Chrlstmas _ BTN

. Welcome or welcome not: ‘ Nz IR S

_ . I hope’ 0id Father. ChrlstmasAw1ll never be forgot. PR Xy
"o » ‘Last-year when I:came here - : B S R
L+ You never-, asked me-to- taste your beer j“f_ S ol
= "... So here I .come with boughs and broom ~ . . - IR
,;To sweep the cobwebs out of,your room.g,‘:gu"ajsj;égfmf'ﬂt. It B
- "When Father Chrlstmas had frnlshed hls song, he would - 3

begln to sWeep.. If he was glven no beer, he would SWEEp,:{Efjx

everythlng out of the room,,but, 1f he was glven beer, he’

Vo . K

o would leave qu:l.etly" (QG7—1266)

-

. . S Occa31ona11y, mummers dlsguxsed themselves ‘as .
h,i;“_ JW1tches., In thtle Heart s Ease, . B., w1tches wore hlghipf”" ;ﬂ

hats andvcarrled brooms (QG7 1226).T In Fortune Harbour, e

e p— —



patched cloi:hes‘and had black dots ‘on their fééé!i Qe
- '5\'-7 : ". .
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"occas:.onally beat" (067—1234) w:l.th a chain anyone whom he

[or she?] caught without a disguise.f In Daniel's Harbour,

-

G N P. 'S a female mummer "who could eas:Lly have passed for"

1

the Black Man" (71—115ms) disguiséd herself in a cow s head

mask, an old seal sk:m Jacket, and black pants w:.th a tail.

She carried a split and a powder horn o

Occasmnally, skins were worn as vests or decora- :

- I FEE IR
"

‘ | tions on costumes. In Harbour Grace, c B.,' a- goat skin was
,"-’ﬁ"; ": "laced across the front and used as a Jacket"~ (067-1232) '

Mummers 1n Salvage,,. B B.,l wore sheep skins in front with g o
‘ "their arms through the leg holes“ (TC33) . In Conche, W B. 2

owl, fox and bird skins were "dried and 1aced around the

body or sewn on clothes"'(Q67 103) o

i : K " -
5 e

Or,, cow, bull, sheep, , ram, horse and goat skins and

heads or sklns of heads could be worn t,ogether as complete

i

animal costumes. Usually these costumes were worn by men. SFEUPEE

In Salmon Cove, ‘C B., mummers wore sheeg or goat skins over

’v‘ ' -

t.heir faces with eye and mouth holes cut out and a nose

- "three times the usual B:Lze (Q66-87) 'I'he mummers' bodies -

were covered w:.th sheep or goat sk:.ns over bags of hay._,‘..

, "'lhe most daring young men" in. Lumsaen, B B., draped cow,:-,:'

ram and'sheep skins over their bodies and covered their

N
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clothes" (72 69m%)

T
,.‘, ) ‘.‘.-

horns" (QGG-—44) Three men :.n St. Ph:n.lllp s, C B., under

a bull dlsgulse cornered a man agamst a fence and took hls

guised :|.n a "complete bull's su:Lt" (067—-517) was knocked;;.n

IS

- o ,-L“A4,~..-.‘..,“' Lo '_;’

w:.ld an:uual and b:l.rd sk:.ns and heads were wbrn, too,

¢

‘as! complete costumes.. In Grates Cove, T B., someone s grand-

AR
father once wore a bear skln and crawled and growled" (76-

lOst) In Port Anne, P B., an eagle skm,.’.?_:l.ght to ten feet

‘

long, was worn right over a mummer s head and body._

. wudden know but 'twas da dev:Ll you'd hear sonteth:ng was

coming (TCZl) . In Reg:.navllle, COlmet 151and, 8 M.B.,'la ‘

"horrible dlsguise was made. from the skin, wings, and head

o of a large b:.rd and a "long th.te rob’é" (067-267)4!

‘!

. ~I(‘.;.. al '

In Da.rk 00ve, Gambo, B B. " there is one* report of

) an except:.onal. 'am.mal costume, a complete ’ pig" costume. P

In ‘l‘vﬁllmgate, N D B. s a mummer dls-‘ o

P IV




-not parts of animals, they are’ connected w:.%h animals. In Pouch
‘.;“ Oove, near St.Jchn's, Upper'lsland che, C B. ‘ Upper Gullies, |

'-'C B. , and Salmon Cove, C. B., mmmnere,u_ote horsebells arOund - ':

R R | K e
.. .

e 4 e e b e A b i+

the:.r waists. , In Pouch Cove » Janneys masqueraded ih quilts T — "R
Ins:.de houses, they danced and jumped on l;.;<

o " w:.th horsebel ls' ; ‘l.'
tables and stoVes (QG'I 660)s. In Salmon Cove/ a young male
B _jjanney disguised hlmseif in a long blaqk dress, a black

’stocking mask,a sheep skln, his father s boots, and horse- B

-

PP S

‘:i‘f-:_hells (067 906) -(LMumners 1n Salmon COVe who wore horsebells

",,'ilo_oked "half man and half animal (Q67-1095) In Savage LT

A cOve",‘ G.N P. ' "once, a man went around from house to house R T B
. B ‘ B : ' Lo v ) ¥, !

. w:.th cowbelle and chams fastened to him" (CMN, p 66) '4'In. ' 1.

. a. few other communlties, bells were worn as’. p\arts of cos— o
."' N . . .‘ ." N . ) ’ .

-ytumes but the k:.nd of bell J.S not mentioned.-‘ In Bonav:Lsta, -

' '1B B., a male mummer disguised himself J.n a 1arge underwear — _:‘

"-‘.suit, a cloth mask, a rope tail, and bells around his waist

1_' ",[.'";_-(057_331; : In ExplOltS,.N D B., "old cans and bells" were . ; ‘ ‘
: ‘J :‘attached to costumes “tla make noise (957 52) Inst. .~: - )R
: “ Lawrence- p B.. bells and r:.lobons were worn tof;ether.. In S ; :
R -f""“{‘f_/'".;-'-,‘St- Lawrence, mummers or "mickies" (0671;138), lgfﬂamas or ) B

old clothes,"‘ turned mside out, wore bells ato

"waist and ankles and coloured paper and r:.pbons around -

their S

S e

C.f:.j'themwnsts (QG? 352).—.*;'-, }' _:.;;' o 7‘_‘2‘-3.;i3'* RS

} f:. v In Newfoundland the Devil or the Blackman has a




' pudgy or slende.r or, perhaps gnarled hands, people 8, feeti'_\z""'

’ T in their everyday shoes, and people s hands are almost as N
: :;"".-"f'i _f ~‘.recognizable as people 's faces.. As well in NewfoundlandA .
R since both men and women wor.iked hard physically, hands were :t;;*m
VEE i '-,":)':.often distincta.vely scarred and, therefore, especially
3 8 ol recognizable- ' i
. To disguise their feet so that they could not be “
easgfly*a.dentifled. mmers wore s rubber boots filled with

. . . "». . A, - .,“ ! .
s ;:. e T socks" (Q67 ll) . "huge rubbers on the wrong feet" (Q67-881) e
L M te ‘, R ’ ' ‘ l-- 1
e hlp rubbers, someone else s rubbers, hea;lyry boots, large

™\

- logans,\ odd boots (TC3658) o or the shoes. of the opposxte

sex (Q67 382) In Western Bay, C B., a man w1th a severe

f,_‘case of bunions borrowed‘ huge boots to conceal his very .gu.f; '.f:’-\‘-""

L o RN . . -

SRR un:Lque feet (Q67 1064) -No’r:mally, n Newfoundland , children. s

and others wexie not to (qear odd boots or thelr boots on the

-

’. R - .. wrong feet.13’ - _“.‘ '. “ ) . ‘_ ' :.‘ R . ‘- ':'r ": ';rvj._-v, . . .. - "\. K

’ L . L 'I.'o disguise thelr hands. mummers wore mittens or .
I A ,‘gloves or stockings, mstead of glow_'s (067 1013) .

e 1'~,..3§Terrencev1lle, F B-:, jl mummer woream:.tt on one hand and a

¢

glove on the other (067*-727)

3
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are often assoc1ated w:.th hunters. In Trinity, Th B. s 01d

- ve

o f‘ A‘ Dutch Cleanser" (067-214) wore wooden clogs. Or janneys' -

footwear~could protect the weare.r. In Bay Roberts, C: B.,
male Janneys, who fought one another when they me{ wore ;

“long rubbers to keep their feet dry and td protect fro:g

gy ( ,Mittens, gloves, and stock:mga do not se‘

: had any other dlrect function than to disguise ,' e hands

' but, in his or her hand, nearly every mummer carried, ‘as .: e
; part of hJ.s or her costume, "spl:.t,'! that 1s, a. piece of
kindling wood about one foot long, or, a longer stick three
to four feet long, or, occa51onally, a broom, a mop, a gun

.

off somebody else s fence (Q67 965) ) a cow '8 hock (Q67- 906) 2

a shlllelagh, a hockey »stick, ,a knotted rope, a birch sw:.tch,

a stlck w:Lth lac1ng on the end, a horsewh:.p, or a chaim In

-, "

Springdale, N D B., Janneys carried sticks and candles in

- holld%ed turnips (72-—59ms) : In Port Blandford, B B., spl:.ts

'— | were an ancient tradltion of mummers" (067-989) In Bar

Haven, P B \,\"old knotted sticks were symbolic of mummers

Bpllts 'were uSed when /ood stoves wera common. b When oil

whips" (QG'I 773) - 'l‘hey fought m the snow or in the bog. ¢

an axe, a hammer, a saw, an umbrella, a- pltchfork. a picket

- a sheep s 1eg covered w1th wool (Q67—1232), a bow and arrow,

and they were mcomple\g without one" (067 1069) One

F
R - . M

R
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stlcks for support.

i were whlpped

‘." . ._.......—L.—-—.-—-,..“:._ L _._..._...‘.;:...-‘r.. - ;: __:'.T,_'._,...;»_..._..:‘_:.——""'
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L:.ke some of the footgear, Splits and st:Lcks and . ‘
some of the other hand mplements were sometlmes used to
111ustrate "type“ costumes. : Mummers who 1m1tated old men, RN

old women, crlpples, and hunchbac}és\\ leaned on splrts or e
"Wltches" 1n Li\ttle Heart s Ease, T B, G

wore hlgh hats and carrled ooms. ‘

A . o
1n 'I'rn.nity, T B. ' carrled a broom.

"Old Dutch Cleanser,“

The "hunter" m Port 7'

Rexton, T, B., who wore 1ogans. carrred "a seallng musk/et“

(067 996) , s:uc feet long.' "A farmer" in Stephemulle, AR s )

S G. B., held a pltchfork (067-910) and "Indlans" 1n Mus-

oL ' . -

gravetown, T B., dlsplayed bows and arrows.
Somet:.mes. male mummers carrled hand J.mplements so

that they could attack others. In Holyroody ¢ B., Janneys o

beat "therr :Enends" (QG? 384) w:.th hockey strcks., In Bay

Roberts, C B. v mummers used rope wh:sps blrch sw1tches, and . '
- a\\\ a e .
, horse whlps to chase and/—ttack other male mummers' groups' e R

e

In Mount Pearl, near St. John s, the janneys who accompanied

the" hobby horse carried strcks w:.th 1ac1.ng at the ends N 8

(067 834) They Jumped out at passers-by and shouted, "Run

/

. oa llttle" (Q67 834)

If the passers-by d:.d not run, they. o ST E

In Harbour Graoe, 'J;' B. . a lone Janney who was-

At

, l,.}‘ never 1dent1f1ed scared and occasronally beat, 'vuth.a chaln, ’ |
anyone whom he [or she”i caught w1thout a disgulse.« . B L

Other functlons of the hand J.mplements which mimmers -

carned wrll be described in Chapter IV.:, ‘M(unmfe‘rs Beha\;loﬂl’:ig ) I'i\_'- b

The most common hand implements ’-were "spl:rts,"{ that is, o E
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- .Notes
‘ 1Cornerstores in Newfoundland ex:t.sted only in 1arger -

centres. -Often smaller communities’ ‘had .one .or- ‘perhaps two - - .00

‘- stores.. In the small communities, lipsta:ok was not always T

T avallable (H Halpert) .. T _ _ S \

. 21n Greenland, . around January 6, mitartut disgulsed
.‘theJ.r faces with .soot. or masks. ° They also wore o0ld rags or
. -,1arge clothes;. .often back to front and stuffed.‘- See I. " °
. ',Kle:l.van. Mitartut: Vest:.ges of the Esk:kmo Sea.--Women Cult J.n ‘
i .West Greenland, 1960. o L ] .

_:q' S 3In Newfoundland, "the crow anﬁ anyth:.ng black by
' . nature’ has ev:.l assoc:.atlons.'-'. James E?rls Cat Harbour s
(1972) ’ p- 141 .'“;".“ : . .' - : e ; K o _‘ »‘ J B

l .
. . 4In general, nelghbours never entered the bedrooms
' j o jof the- fam11y.v Nelghbour and. friénds were entertained in -
' - the kitchen.of the house *Perhaps a very dlose frlend would’
occa51onally enter a bedroom (H Halpert) ' , Lo

5Tn. Ritual Animal Disguise (1978)., p. 142, E.C. - .. L
. Cawte describas the costumes of the Pace-—Egg play performers R
' at.Hindley:, Lancashire, England.'- ' . there were 'White ' T
Lt T Paste-Eggers “who performed.‘the’ play dur.'l.ng the day.and at - '_ ol e
-, - ‘'night, while ‘the - "Black Paste-Eggers' only pe formed after" T e
.. .. dark;.these’ latter had masks or black faces,’ ressed . '
hn.deously, and. one of the: band carried a. _stuffed’ horse's ::
-~ head .and was coverxred with ‘a horse cloth.” In ‘The Tradi-
" tional Dance (1935), pp. 179-180, Violet alford descriﬁed
.+ .. - the Perchten or Carnival runners.of Austria who were—' - S
7. " divided into two groups. .The: schdne or beautiful-ones were L .
L "_-";handsomely dressed and- orderly in behaviour; the ‘schieche: . . .= ..
... or ugly onés were.runruly and didguised themselves in dirty. rags,'_’ : o
. grotesque masks, chains, and cowbells. ' Also.in. The Tradi- ;.
"-. tional Danc¢e, pp. '186-193, the Mascarades of -Soule, Austr:l.a,
PR are‘d_escrlbed. - -The ‘Red’ "or Beautl fuI ones. vore. clean, . R .
ey magn:l.ficent costumes., “The  Blacks were ‘dirty and. d:.shevelled T
' 'and masqueraded in, muddy boots and battered hats. o L

“ : + e

(I

S S Gbccas:l.onally, mummers disgu;sed themselVes to repre-—.
ST ‘_*sent part:.cular people. - In. Summerford, N.D.B.,. it was "great .
;- ~=. 7. .«fun .for the .children to. dress" up as high ranking péople of - ST
.V . the v:.llage" (Q67-71T7) " ¢ In Musgravetown, B.B., mummers sometimes ,

¥ -disguised themselves as - Charl:.e ‘Chaplin, Harold. ‘Lloyd,: and e T

.. ‘Buster Keaton (QG? 104+3) - IR Harbour: Breton, Fa B3, -a man '
Lmasqueradlng as- the. telegraph officer: -Was. gJ.ven a drink: of B
.7 Tiwhiskey beécause hls host" thousfnt that *he -was the “telegraph ;. .°

et
S dnes 4 o

vl e

%

TN LS b SR o B g S BT Rk 2ot
oS T s ‘. .
L. KA .. ..

”officer (7-2=56ms) ... - '8ti11, 'all) of- these partitular people
o e represented certa:.n ‘types ;of eople-—high ‘class people,
RN .;’*-',:.?slapstick movie stars, and telegraph off-:.cers. FERS ST T







at together, patterns emerged ln mummera' behaviour.‘-r 'For

example, almost always Janneys wei:e ‘nolsy and bo;.‘ terous, 3

'1-’”
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“behayiour: inside houses:.
i-such’as’.almost- all hobby horse.
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Speaklng in’ very hlgh *squeaky or very 1ow, gruff

vo:.ces made it hard, as :;ell, to determlne elther a mummer s . .

personhl 1dent11lty or’ hJ.S or her gender. . In ‘Burnt P01nt, )

4 s . o C .B. ’ .mummers, spoke in squeaky or rough vo::.ces ”to hxde
» \,;{hel\lzdentlty" (Q67r-881) ‘ In Campbell's Creek S G B., -

‘imunmers! squeaky monotones" (Q67 162) hld the1r sex. .
- Another less common way of dlsgulslng the vo:Lce vlé‘

to adopt one "to suit the costume" ’ (Q87 946) , A man in

. —

Grate s Cove, T. B., once, under a bear sk:.n,"'crawled and

growled as a bear (76 102ms) In Collnet, S M B. . male

.. ‘\ ,'v .
s g

mummers, :.n "masks and plumes 11ke Indlans, talked in a S

. dlfferent tongue (72 lOlms)
. ' Some people had trouble changlng thelr v01ces w1th—‘ '
L o out help so they Were glven pleces of potato oL buttons or
marbles to put under theJ.r tongues or - "plckle bottles" ‘
(067-—12) or baklng powder t:.ns to speak J.nto. ' Buttons and

marbles got swallowed from tlme to tJ.me so they could be

' marble w:.th h:.s dr:.nk (Q67 996) o o “ e

-'_

Occas:l.onally, mummers altered theJ.r voices 1n qulte <

dxfferent manners, no matter what costumes they were wearlng.

~‘ When mummers 1n Heart s Dellght L B. ,‘ were not confus:.ng

s
b -

N DB.,mummers sometlmes spoke _"as parrots" (067 449) Mum- L .
mexs . J.n Spanlard's Bay, C B., mlght adopt "a ch:.ld:.sh tone" s

5%67 28) : Ln Lewxns Cove P B.,,mummers spoke in “false B

dangerous. In Port" RextOn, '1‘ B.,' a mummer swallowed a o e L

2 Y

e

thelr genders, they "m:.m:.cked Donald Duck" (Q67—76) ‘ IndJ.an Cove, o
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- vomces, or mumbled (067 515)

S genders. '
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Engllsh, Irlsh, and Scots accents" (Q67-399)'\ Mummers in -
Mlddle Brook, B B., talked Ln nasal vomces, 1n high pltchedﬂ

ia . w

: It 1s clear from all these dlfferent methods of

Ichanglng the ‘voice. that mummers dlsgulsed thelr v01ces to

help conceal thelr personal 1dent1t1es and usually, thelr

.o . . '™ . e o K e T
L . .. . e, - .
-“ . f| .

”"Helght Galt, and Actaon Disgulse

In the small outport communitles of Newfoundland

;,people 8- 1nd1v1dual 1dent1t1es and thelr genders could

2“norma11y be. recognlzed by thelr shapes, SLZes, heights,

£ .

’,galts, and actlons i mzle down the road" (I 1/12/76)

To dlsgulse thelr normal shapes and 51zes so that'

-

*thelr 1dent1t1es and thelr genders would not be recognlzed,

@l

_-mummers usually wore, over thelr ord;nary heavy, outdoor ﬁ

'-i'w1nter attlre, large, loose costumes.; Often, these costumes

N

"'were stuffed w1th plllows or'hay or- old clothes.< Thls p01nt_1‘

,1s dlscussed ln Chapter III.f Mummers’ Costumes.

: To dlsgulse thelr helghts,'lg they were tall, mummersi
:"walked bent" (76 199ms), or'"stooped“ (CMN, p. 131), or -

'f"slouched" (1 2/6/78), or “crouched" (Q67-512) or, even,‘:’-i:“

"crawled" (066—76).. If- they were short and wanted to appear:t“

3(067 752)-* 1n thtle Bay, P B., ‘a mummer carrled another

f:‘mummer on hlS shoulders "unt11 he got knocked off" (Q67 489)’*‘@}1'

, taller, mummers frequently wore tall hats (067 1150) or L

‘.large hats.for 1n Garnlsh F B r @ janney walked on stllts ;’f

%
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in St. Anthony, ‘G N P., a'short mummer, to make hlmself fﬁ_‘ ,
B ) -7 N
| M seem taller, put false heels in hlS shoes (Q67-54) ¥ "-_ ‘ s
| o, dngu:.se the’-r galts, most often mumzmers llmped - o
. % .

o o adopt a dlfferent walk for each house._

. 'spllts or - Stlcks or guns’ or ufhatever glse they were carrylng

,,.nthelr backs, hunchbacks.: By llmp:mg and hobbllng, mummers " A
T the oppos:.te sex as they could.‘ Male mummers dlsgulsed as~;
female mummers dlsgulsed as men’ strode w1th theJ.r legs

. sex, mummers exaggerated the galt of the oppos:.te sex. On

' Change Islands,N D. B., boy mummers dlsgu:_sed as glrls _';’n S

b
) -as someone else in the communlty (76 215ms) E In St.

' mummers . actea "the same"(QG7 508 —067—813 Q67 1149. 067—4m“”' el

32)or, 1f they were dlsgulsed as the oppos:.te sex, they B v

or’ shuffléd or "hobbled along" (Q67 lOl) leanlng on: thelr

,for support., Frequently, mummers who llmped or hobbled‘ L

- ‘represented old men and “old women. Quate often, too, they

‘f

"v.represented cr:l.pples or, lf they had pillows stuffed J.n 7,,:,' B

dngUlS\fhelr personal walks and any tralts of the:.r walk i

whlch wou]@ g1ve away the:l.r gender.«‘ Sometlmes, 1f they were;""

dlsgulsed as the 0pposz.te sex, Janneys walked as much llke.'f

A

3

women took "short steps" ('I‘C321) w:.th theJ.r legs together, A

apart., Occasmna],ly, ,1f they were dlsgu:u.sed as the oppos:Lte'" '

2
N

?

"w1gg1ed the:Lr behlnds" (TC321) In Hermltage Bay,‘ S C., .

Sl .
‘a janney dlsgulsed hls galt in yet another way. He walked‘-'

s

Brenda.n s, B. B., a. good" (73 174ms) galt dlssembler could

Tq d:l.sgulse the:Lr act:.ons, usually maie and female..""'

o RN ' -/> . . e s T
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~m1ght act as the opposite sex. , /

I R o Unforttmately, :mformants dld not make clear what

' ‘ o ,"Ithey meant wheh thi-?i“sald that male and female  mummer's
) e “ L acted "the same" (067 508) _ In *thtle Heart's Ease T B., "f"":
. 'T;male ‘and female Janneys often worxe the clothes of the

'.opp051te sex but they behaved the same (QG’I 593)
' "_.'_A"-'IL:Lttle, Bay Islands, N D. B., where male and female mummers

‘,sometimes dis’gulsed themselves 1n the clothes of the oppo—

-

s:.te sex, "men and women mummers behaVed the same so they .
"‘-‘were dlfflcult to tell apart" (Q67 516) Al) informant in’ o 0T
U B N
N "Harbour Grace, c B‘,,_wr:.tes that "men and women mummers L

o ——— e, -
- e - - e

behaved the same._ They all talked" (067 916) An :.nformant

from St. John s*"says, "Men and women mummers—- behaved the
e | L ‘4" sa:me exc:ept that the men drankwmore (067 222) ~~In Lewis- ”

porte, N D B., the men and women mﬁmmers acted the same but

!

e L . "the men were bolder of course" (Q&7’495) I assume that by )

N l‘: . o e " - \_ ] -
: R "the same" 1nformants mean that janneys tr1ed to behave as

R much 11ke oné another as‘ poss:.ble, w1thout any dlstlngulsh- ’

_— EE ':' ' e__:mg perSonal oxr gender act:.ons.. When janneys stooped and SEEAUN
. hqbbled and when they jumped around and behagved 1n other .-'
a ':_ abnormal ways, 1t was diff:.cult to te]’.l who they were or |
* i ', .' ) whether they were males or females. -
o | When mummers behaved as the opposu:e sex. thejr triéd -
to do what the oppos:.te sex normally d1d In Belleoram, | f -

) F B., male mummers d:.sgtnsed as females, crossed their

legs" (Q67 931) when they sat down - In Dunv:.lle, P B., L

. "women mummers smoked to seem llke men" (Q67 825) . Wh:.le

i .
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-: ; S as. women other than themse—]:ves. : At the same tlmé while

whether mummers were males or females (067 440) ThlB

----- TET - R R B . , T ——
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male Janneys who were dl,sgul«Sed as women were trylng to .

" EEN . [ L

behave as. women, though, J.n most conununrtles—some female T

.-. ,x L =~ R

\J ]anneys who were disgulsed as women would be trylng to act

. [
.

r‘ w

o .'female janneys who were disgulsed as men were try:.ng to act

Looiyl HEEN

'~~'.-as men, male Janneys dlsgulsed as men would be actlng as men ,

e o “ N : ¥

-. «-.-'f-,.other than themselves. In Grand Falls, where male and female_ "

e "_;._’_mummers often exchanged costumes and roles, "no one knew R A

o

Il
A

‘g‘ ‘—~—-~ gender confus1on "led to many fimny s:.tuatlons" (Q67 440) r

: g ! 7'. such as female hosts s:.tting oh“ the knees ‘of female mummers - -
\ " A:h_.who :vere dlsgul sed as men. -,",' R LY ! a5
-w' Occa51onally, 1f they wve\J-:"méli"r dngl.IlBed as’ the opp051te R
sex, male and female mume}s exaggerated the actions of the
a ) "-,oppomte sex. - In Isle aux Morts,'Cabot Stra:Lt female l FEEE
. 'fjanneys masq‘ueradlng as men somet:.mes smoked clgars through : .'_A :
e —'_:_::'thelr masks“ (Q67 491) g Normally, .m Newfoundland women ) : :
) } never smoked c1gars and men smoked c:.gars only rarely. e
’ . o In' summary, when Janneys dlsgulsed thelr he.:l.ghts,“‘
. '.,qalts, and act:.ons, they dlsgulsed theJ.r personal 1dent:|.—£j._"" : ;,
, S f,{-\tles and, usually, thelr genders. Even when ]anneys walked
: .‘_*or acted as the oppos:.te sex, 1f they were dlsgulsed that ' |
- ':. ) way ,‘ they "dldn t portray ‘an.. espec:.ally male or female role.,.-_' :_.-‘ :
- They were - almost 1ts, nelther male or': female " (TC3658) o | .
- IS ST R
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Behav:rour Outs:Lde .

side

follow:Lng headlngs* no:l.se, trJ.cks,

J.ng, peaceful groups.

Vo

as they travelled from house to house, under the

\ .
(A) N01se

-~

g
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I w:.ll dlscu&s next the behav1our of mummers out-

\

\’v'

scarJ.ng ’ chas:Lng,

o s

“

f 1ght-

t not chase them on the road

" mers were the exceptlon.— “\ SR R

L s:.onally, Janneys sang "1n dJ.SgulSed voJ.ces

as they travelled from house

’ - STy LR 7}
. . “ . .

P B.,

In ‘a few communltles,
to house, mummers were qu1et. e Janneys 1n Placentla,

were “s:.lent“‘so that the “young people"

‘..‘.' - R

(067 398), would R

Some janneys 1n Heart s

: Dellght, T B., were qulet so that people J.n houses would"-n 3

v L
. \‘.. R .

not lock the doors before they got t.here.‘

©

some rough masqueraders were

In Lower Is land

E Cove, C B.r, qu1et to surprlse

The reference does not say who 5_',:

EER R

thelr v1ct1ms" (QG? 417) R

' the v1ct1ms were ‘o l what was done to them., Suoh qulet mum—: '

. oy EI . -
-

. Most mummers, when travelllng between houses, were

(Q67 298) In Moreton 'S Harbour‘, ‘N D B., and :m" - ;f;‘-ff "

z.,

n, B B. ’ they were as nolsy as’ poss:n.ble -(Q67-‘ .

's Cove, C B., they had more fun" (Q67— RN

395),

the more ncn_se they made. ,: S

Often, ,hnolse meant s:.nglng 1n loud v01ces 5 (067--"_-.,_

<

646) In Heart s Dellght T B., Janneys “sang w1th all

thelr hearts ”

(067-105) between houses, in BOtWOOd, they

, "sang merrl.'l.y,‘ often qulte out of tune" (Q67 60 8)»_‘,‘.'

Occa—'“ SRR

(QG7 561) e T
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) so that people m houses would not be able to tell who was

. approach:mg but usually, "accordlng. to th@ reports most-'

e / Lo
[ORUN mummers do not seem to‘ have bothered to dlsgulse thelr

’ -, A~:

.:?!f’" N voices outs:.de houses.' ‘At least, the references do no"t"'say

L that they d:.d Probably, they reallzed that, when they were
oo f:', ; 1‘ s

r “.',_-‘“:' all s:.ng:Lng and shoutlng together, 1t was hard to make out. ) v ]

. o, T o [ .
. AP - K
. i . O Vol ’ - . - - . -
S Cat N . s o

N R 1nd1v1dual vo:.ces. f","l - v "l’ e S

Apparently,‘ the songs th.c mummers sang were Chnst—*"f’

(Qﬁ'l- :

"old Irlsh and Newfoundland folk songs"

not feel that they had—to be qv.u.et to surprlse the:Lr v:.ctlms)

" a —_—

"marched w1th Jlng.llng bells and’ rlbald songs" (QG? 417)

n

.‘-:' . '

Co As they t-ramppd along and sang or even when they v
o R - s .', -
were not sn.nglng, mummers frequently, played musmcal 1nstru-‘~

ments or "any\thing to make a n01se“ k (Q67 1021) Accord:l.ons, -
o :'-',' T t:.n whlstles\ mouth organs, ,flddles,' and jews harps were
R , .

{~.-.‘ the most common and the most convent:.onal :Lnstruments.

Other ":mstruments" were played too._. In Freshwater, C B.,

- mummers blew 1nto conches and on combs covered WJ.th tlssue -)‘
B . . .- g - ‘ . v . .
paper, 1n Wlnterton, T B. v mummers had "Stlck bands" (TC23) P

SR 1n 'I'w:.ll:.ngate N.D B. drums were made from cheese boxes

e
j

In Buchans, some'nasqueraders sang the wren song-"""'i'he wren, '
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bells, goat horns, party horns, bugles whlstles,' and

‘covered w:.th goat or sheep sk:ms Femme, P. B mumme::s

N - ) o - R —— e - v
| U U, - by - N
AU P -

.

. dragqed chams and t1n ‘cans . along behJ.nd them. In other R

.;.

communltles, washboards, .spoons, bones, ciow and horse L e

o ,:baklng pan drums were played or Just banged or blown to make :&:;‘,‘-,--f.

B 'a racket One informant 1n BrJ.gus, C B., described a

travelleg f!;pm house to house, mummers with 1nstruments 1n }",;'-._- et

) "del.lghtful custom in connect:.on with :Lnstruments. Mummers An Lo

',"""BrJ.gus pulled slldes [sleds] up the hJ.lls so that they coulc'l

-hills and down (067--753) .

’ sl:.de down, costumes and all.“ In return for play:Lng "as they

~

Brlgus demanded to rJ.de on the slldes a11 the way, up the o

A

As the evenJ.ng wore on and as (mal‘“") mummers had

s “ more to dr:.nk,“ somet:.mes they danced as well‘ as’ sang and

'played.< In Catalma, '1‘ B. r mummers, w1th glasses 1n hands,

‘L-*the Chrlstmas season~ everyone wears heavy outdoor boots,

' near Corner Brook, mummers d,anced Jigs: "under the street

i "sang and danced 1n the street" (I 16/6/77) . In ’Curling,

'llghts"' (067 526) .. In Dover, B B., after many v:.s:.ts, mum—

A

c "..,-mers someta.mes gathered 1n fleld and street and danced to

,:";;f_the mus:.c of the mouth organ Qd the accprd:Lon. Since, at woy S

'f*where there were crowds of mummers, the "heavy tread"‘

o :\;.4

uproar of play:mg and s:.ng:.ng ‘ \

(Q67 440) of their boots and the thuddlng of the:.r stlcks'f.-, g

A

,on “the: ground as’ they danced would have added to the A

o
.. .
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dlsplay. In Avondale, C B. ' mumm rs sometlmes lccked or

txed doors shut on theoutSuie so that peop]_e could not get

',,,‘ - e . PN

. to_'. ,trap‘;,‘-o.the, je'nneys and passers—by Coachman s COVe B V.,

".,_upset water buckets, m wed

|

o'osed horses, and tled “ow

\'abot Stralt, they sometlmes

g
S\\lch thefts were not,;

"“ stly mert,‘ scme‘ ‘

R

In Carbonear, C B., where ]anheys were

3. outhouses and small storage sheds cculd go‘up q.\n flames. S

et ; Although accordlng to the reports, mummers' trlcks, . STa

g outs:l.de, were not usually dJ.rected aga:Lnst spec1f1c people

or agalnst spec1flc groups of people, sometlmes they were.

In Renews, S S., Jokes were played on "those who dldn t Jo.m

1n the revelrg.. An old man who was caught VJ.51t1ng rela—. B
tlves was made to tow a fallen telephone pole."_ Other -

a . L
v N
. ,
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It 1s not clear whether

water, 1n the mlddle of winter._

o \ N -

umped out at a’ man who was cqurting "hJ.s" girl.-.

handkerch:l.eﬁ lylng on the ground.-' Whenu. .\

plck up the ha.ndkerchief the boys yanked
: T '

In Buchans ',

they 'do not usually say whether male or female janneys or

@ S

both played these tr:l.cks.f In. most communlties both.men

.1- R

a.nd women mummered so I presume that both‘ male a.nd. femalew

BN 4’ -

PR S P

boys stuck spruce gum :Ln g:.rls ha:n.r.










,; seriously, and trled “to unmask each other if they COlllded.
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(D) Chas:\.ng . o '« - L

Qurte often,’when they were outsrde, 1t s reported

L that groups of Janneys chased one another. ‘In St. John s,-~

W . }
one 1n£ormant sa;d that groups of Janneys chaseJ other

Agroups "1n fun“ (Q67- 88) In Heart's Cdntent,.T B., and

';dJoe Batt s Arm, Fogo Island~ N D. B., janneys threw snowballs

< at each éther and trled to. rlp off each others masks. In

.another and poked one another 1n the genltals w1th thelr o
: P e :
stlcks; Mummers in Lewrsporte, N D B., chased each other

—“out of thelr terrrtory" 0067 411) Groups fought, not.

In Grates Cove, T B., "ln the old tlmes“ (Q67 895L, mummers

.93

e othérs' caps.: Janneys in Conche, W B.,iran after one 'fi;"

.

,,bTopsall-;C;B., Janneys chased each other and stole each :‘ﬁiﬂ o

&

FS D RS N Y

e e e

n chased’one another w1th ropes. Some mummers "hrd by the x nz
.cllffs/and others put leather on thelr backs for.protectlon"s - : éé»
ios7 895).. ERS \ - | E |
A Qulte 'often, too, lt is neported that older mummers. : f*
: "chased younger mummers, partlcularly.y Tn Tlltlng, Fogo, | '?
-N. Q Bn, and Avondale, C B., young mummers carrled stlcks to‘ ,:'
,.A/lly'knock and,"ward off" (72- ll3ms) older boys and glrls..-Inur B "
'm/’ '%:Ben01ts Cove, Bay of Islands, smaller janneys J"ran llke ‘ g
7/:3"7fhell to get away" (75 77ms) from blgger janneys.s In COnche,: ;
o ;W B., older janneys chased younger janneys "to scare them"
\ (067 396) Blggef mummers 1n Elllston T B.,'chased smaller
. '-mummers espec1ally when the blgger mummers had had "too much
L .;; f:"i4l B ‘-:A.f°: :: : :.";';-—jf:: ;_1' ‘»4 . ':tﬁ;',{{'..'n‘;:;” Y :Tg',"b"' B “L?
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A blueberry w1ne (Q67-1305) In a few communltles, younger

"mummers provoked the older mummers untll they were. almost

"forced to glve chase. In Hermltage Bay, young boys and y

ot

- 'grrls sneaked up behlnd older male mummers and pushed them-

C ;down or- shouted 1nsu1ts "a long way - ahead W "It was fun to

‘ﬁ have a. drunk mummer cha51ng ou" (77~ 64ms).‘ In .St.

'*dLawrence,,P B., boys w1thout dxsgulses harassed blg mummers

o In St.rLawrence, there was an- expre551on, "Force the blg
o ‘:hgones~ klll the small ones. _ Blgger\mummess occa51onally :'
. C o : v :
'~:“chased the younger boys r1ght into the salt water., It was-
o x

':-."a dlsgrace (Q67 351) to be caught--\In«a few other com—:"
Thpa

&

4=gimun1t1es, though, older mummers could‘be qulte rough,hw1th—*‘

. out provocatlon, when they chased smaller mummers. ‘In‘

-

" P :Petlt Forte, P B., 11ttle mummers alwayﬂ trled to get. home

before the big mummers' set out (for 1eg1t1mate reasons)"

J\_"J

'fyounger mummers w1th knotted ropes. In Carbonear, C B.,;;if-‘

'f‘;,'» a. blgrjanney caught you they%d k111 you.". In 1910, a ten

”5year old boy was caught and "Whlpped black and blue".(74~

-flve year old men.- L j ’fyf. .

Sometlmes, Janneys chased courtlng couples, or

L

'“ﬂ;;ﬂ,?fH»-passers—by,or anyone at. all” or male mummers chased glrls.,

o

fOn Flat Island, P B.,_mummers chased,'espec1ally, courtlng

4icoup1es (Q67 976) Janneys in: Terra Nova ocoa31ona11y

Caens

‘94.

,"V}untrl they "forcéd"*(QG? 357) the blg mummérs t glve chase._;_

(Q67 487) v On Bell Island, C. B., older boys chased and hit *

'8ms) w1th a: b1g knotted rope, hy three twenty—flve to thlrty-

fchased lone pedestrlans.f In Mount Pearl, mummers jumped out j‘
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".the woods and ;

'.worst.-, .

ljjanneys and trled to unmask them.'

~“,uoff and trled to frlghten them w1th thelr stlcks. ﬁh
,;fP B.; “non—dressups
”unmask them..

'fdressups were.

'.‘aleck“

.“w1th varlable roughness.
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and chased, w1th ropes,«passers-by(QG? 834) Wltless Bay,

87 S., mummers chased anyéne not dressed up.' Cavendlsh, 5”

T B., and Spanlard's Bay, c. B.,mummers chased and frlghtened o

w1th ropes, sEicks, and horsewhlps anyone they caught (067—

107)

met them on a dark road.

'glrls down the road w1th stlcks “for a laugh" (74—117ms).3

' In another communlty, young men dngUlsed 1n a cow or bull S.:J
hfhead and a.blanket "lurked behlnd trees to scare.glrls.

'.."If a guy was after a partlcular glrl he chased her 1nto

(Q67 306)..

Sometlmes, people w1thout dlsgulses chased,mummers. l

In Danlel S Harbour, G N. P., L1tt1e Bay, S C., and Cart—

\

wrlght, Labrador, older boys, w1thout dlsgulses, chased

The Janneys fought them |

L

. "Creston, P B., Heart's Dellght T B., and Rock Harbour,

(067 813) chased mummers and trled to
The.references do not say who the non—'i J
A g1r1 mummer An. Burln, P B., wasuchased

and “almost strangled" when she wasllassoed by aﬂ"smart

(067 936) trylng to dlscover her 1dent1ty Itpreflh

'"'sume that the smart aleck was undlsgulsed - "”.17- - ‘f.ﬂrifl

In conclu51on, mummers and pepple who were not

:‘Tdressed up- chased one ahother for a varlety of reasons and

The roughest‘janneys sgem to
. P

g
Lot

In Carboneap, C. B., male janneys chased glrls 1f they;p

We are left to suspect the -

In Lawn, P B.u, boy mummers chased ;3;f

cor . T 2.
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'have ‘been males. - e LT

Perhaps blg mummers chased 11tt1e mummers~and male '

-mummers chased female mummers to relnforce the normal power
xfstructures 1n Newfoundland soc1ety., Ordlnarlly, chlldren

were expected to 1lsten to thelr elders and males were

l‘expected to control females.i Ordlnarlly, too, cha51ng wés

"“bad" so mummers who chased were behavxng as they were not

:_fto behave throughout the year.4

.'. L= -
.,‘.- N

~I‘"'(e) Flghtlng -g N ,,}_V 4fj?; o

e
)

.

'rfstudled, 1t is reported that some mummers, at least, qulte

7‘.‘ cften fought as they travelled from house to-house.

[

. RN In some communltles, groups of mummers fBught each
'i. “ ) . . T . [P
n ‘ ;other. In Norrls Arm, N D B., groups fought when they trled .

I

i.i"to steal each others costumes (067 114) In Brlgus, c. B.,

‘when twc groups cf mummers met, they sometlmes fought "whlre
"Tthelr faces were covered“ (Q67 687) In thtle Bay, P. B.,i
f "confllctlng groups" met, there mlght be ‘a flght and it

-;was "lawful to use your spllt lf attacked“ (Q67 489).' The ;‘:A

‘reference does not say who the confllctlng groups Were.'ﬁInu

;}- ;_'7".'.__ 5Tr1n1ty, T B., there were occa31onally flghts when one group

- wmet a group frcm a dlfferent communlty‘hn ggs."home terrl-‘ul‘

tory"'(067r685) R Mummers 1n Herring Neck N D B., fought

.:w1th "slocums” (TC173) from across the blght In W1tless f

it 3

Bay, S S., young male mummers from the North Slde "set upon“

;young male mummers from the South Slde 1f gLey meﬂ'them in

In thlrty—31x communltles out of the 343 communxtles'hfhw'
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. thelr "terrltory,",and v1ce versa.

serlous"

' met another group, "the fun began“ (Q66 44)

‘~;tlon.v

:thelr feet “to protect from whlps"

Jslonally, real flghts.

", or four agalnst one (69 6ms)
“-.Street.

f flghtlng between the two gf“ﬁps"

e o - B e

Male and female “mixed
mummers"groups in Wltless Bay were "more orderly. n5

— Some of these flghts were_ more serlous than others.~-

" In Salvage, B B., mummers carrylng stlcks, guns, and clubs

fattacked each other or non—mummers attacked mummers. The

‘v

'ﬂfguns would not have been 1oaded and the flghts were "not l'.

(Q67 872) In Grates Cove, T B., when one group .

Janneys

7:-whlpped the members of the other group w1th long ropes and

' ,some Janneys wofe leather 1n51de thelr costumes for protec-?f

’o

‘ up the harbour" met a, group of mummers from "down the

;harbour," there was "great competltlon and fun" (067-779)

- Mummers ln Bay Roberts, who were mostly men, thrashed each

..._..__..

‘:.Jother with- stlcks and rope whlps and wore long rubbers onl

' (067-773)-_

“«

. C. B., mummers had "mock flghts" wrth other grpups, or occa—*

Sometlmes, 1f janneys had a grudge

l

agalnst someonemthey would "flght to harm"'(Q67—69) In Head

¢

Masqueraders from the east and west ends of $t.'vﬂ

’ o

"'ifJohn 's gathered under the arches and there was "serlous

(067'1052)

u_S S., "fools" carrled SthkS and "took revenge on fools

A

“In. Ferryland,'f|”

In Bay Roberts, C B., when a group of mummers from e

On Bell Island,

© of Bay d Esp01r, B d E!, when they were drlnklng, male mum--ff'”f
. mers from dlfferent communltles often fought, sometlmes three ff~““
In St. John\s,zat Chrlstmas, h

iarches made of boughs were put up as decoratlons along Water.,

PV

o
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' Colllers, C B., some Janneys settled grudges so there was~fﬁi

'7="some roughlng up on the.roads" (QG7-228) In Rlverhead

-5

that mummerlng 1n Ferryland "dled out“(QG? -42) .

~In a few communltles, mummers fought spec1f1callyl
to settle grudges, cIne Bryant s’Cove, C B., four or flvei;
mummers mlght beat one mummer for revenge;Aas they "actedy

only in, fun“ (067 365).,11ttle was. done about 1t. ;in55'”*ﬁ'

K

——

people they had grudges agalnst.' On January 6, "N;gger L

nght,ﬂ‘ln Spanlard‘s Bay, C B., vandals 1n black attacked

anyone they dlsllked There were often "serlous flghts and ':f?

e RSN

beatlngs“ (067 1049) -C:&znﬁ;{tluw

Occa51ona11y, 1nd1v1dua1 mummers fought one another.zf{.

\

In Holyrood C B.,,mummers,Awho were males, carrled walklng

:'f3 canes and hockey SthkS "to beat the1r frlends“ (067 384).Aj?'

ltbourne, after the hobby horse faded awLy, older boy

'th‘fhmmme 'chased and h1t people; usually thelr "buddles" w1th

whlps.""The poor fellow usually felt IE'(QG? 1256) ‘ Or, on

Bell Island C B.,‘and in- Blshop s Cove, C B., a few "ruf—?“

..... R \\‘

f1ans“ (QG? 602) beat w1th stlcks "anyone they_m\t" (067—1124)

" Occa31ona11y, young men w1thout dlsgulses attacked

mummers. In Wareham, B B., there were'always."roughq%ellows":

aTy

(067—1261) to sabotage mummers and unmask them.l Mummers 1n-.:?

.. Eastport, B B.,’carrled broomstlcks because they were "fair

., .,‘»_‘ .

PR

and then sent mummers home Wkﬁh "a black eye or teeth ‘*f

e e e a8 et Y Skt e R T e s e e Tieeeen o
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f’ from other parts of the parlsh."~ The flghts were so serlous

S M B., Janneys blackened the faces of unpopular PeOple and f”.'

iggn

e T

'ﬁfgam " for young men out for a good t1me-5 The young men now;j;:s A
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D1d female mummers flght or only male mummers° ‘One'zd"'

informant sald that, in hlS communltyT:"women never fought":f

\

- : . . 99
;r v ' ‘ o :' mlss.tng" (TC343) Lo
i
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:.j.h case. The references do not say. The references are malnlyf,
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: ,iné, If female janneys d1d not often dr1nk probably thez

(TC3658) but I do not know whether that was usually‘the

'jresponses to questlonnalres, they are not 1nterv1ews done 1n”“f"V

the fleld In some communltles, fightlng,'serious or not,

I

seems to have accompanled drinklng.; In Harbour Grace, C B.f{lj:ﬁ-”}v

lf mummers had had too much "Chrlstmas Joy“ (067 113),

"z ‘,5—'

S sometlnws there was a flght‘or thlngs got broken. In Cape

o v

Broyle, S S.,'mummers could have'"frlendly run-lns soon

forgotten" (Q67 870) On the way home 1f they had been drlnk*tfﬂ o ,

: d1d not often flght and probably most of the flghtlng was-"77*

'

done by all male mummers groups..,uiig;zﬁdﬁfsi.15””+t_?"'

Thlrty—51x communitles out of 343, though, 1s not a’“é'

large proport1on so mummers d1d not flght ln many communl-'

‘f tles;; Janneys who dld flght usually fought w1th groups from

the other 51de of the same communlty or from a dlfferent

— N : Ol

communlty Througho“t‘the year, flghts were wrong6 and very

“wrarer Chrlstmas7 was a t1me when flghtlng, llke so many

- '

other thlngs, was temporarlly allowed. ;g ﬁﬁfwn ] T

v .- I S

X ‘ , R l:,'. { . .; o .
'AA:I» ;_In splte of the n01se whlch almost all mummers made
B . “ " Fedar .

(F) Peaceful groups

I

as they travelled from house to house, and 1n\sp1te10f trlcks"

R

[N ’ .\-

and cha51ng, most dlsgu1sed flgures 1n about thlrty-nlne.}‘ -

oo
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’ Ltiet that I know of, were peacefu between houses,
o that 1s, thevreports say deflnltely that ‘hey dld not flghtw

"tiserlously w1th anyone., Instead, as they tramped along in”

‘Athelr costumes, they laughed and sang and shouted at one f
-Jffanother and dlscussed the houses that they-had v1s1ted and J'

’*would v151t and "carrled on" and pushed each other 1nto the'°

. XS .
.t . g,, ;',-,.r . S

R R

' :snow.,;,};,‘3 oy eoEE S e ,
T Sy - T U SR TR PR S e
'*More spec1f1cally, 1n Corner Brook mummers wrestled

1,and carrled on but "there was A sense of togetherness and-mfi*“;”

"f.closeness" (76 235ms) ifIn Foxtrap, C B.‘ janneys'sang or

.

”threw each other 1nto the snow or “walked hand 1n hand;;

T casually" (Q67 443) In Burln P B., a fat boy 1n a tlght <

dress whlch dragged on theground escorted a.%mall bo 1in“a:ffh“'d

¢

”f’—7‘ﬁf7ﬁf”ﬂyhuge dress and. the,two of them tumbled, every step, 1nto a'“ﬁ"ﬁﬂ

”7i%t3nowbank Carmanv1lle, N. D.B. mummers laughed and talked

1 r

"Jfabout the last house they had V151ted and plotted thelr

e strategy for the next house.w,In Trlnlty, B B.,z"the men had
A :
.a wet from the bottle" (067 799) whlle other mummers

b'repalred thelr costumes.fﬁ"On moonllt nlghts (I 16/6/77),
Van;.;f.janneys 1n Catalina, T B., danced 1n thé garden, thelr

. thlskey glasses 1n thelr hands. In Cow Head G N P., Nor—*
R O - ‘~ E LoeLn N NP ,...-,4:
o man's Cove, T B., and Stephenv1lle, S G B.,'1f two groups

.{met they often Jolned 1nto a’ larger group or, in Fortune,

L]

;aF B.,'lf one group met another group, they W1shed each other

,.

SRR fi"Merry Chrlstmas and "perhaps sang ‘a song (067 709)
‘ ”Glovertown, B. B mummers were a b1t more rowdy, but Stlll

'.peaceful, Male and female mummers in Glovertown 1n 2 _j‘vgf;

W
. )

N ~ . R . . . . . R
Ao . SN Lt Lttt duare Y £ = SR e R
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“joyous_mood" sometlmes ran w1th "old rubber boots or" some

ﬂ other burnlng thlng

(Q67 101) on stlcks.~

1"0"1","' RS

In peaceful cowmunltles,gstlcks Wwere . not used, out—f T

/ =1 v

‘slde, for flghtlng oqt§?r wardlng off assallants.: ﬁ.
ULGlovertOWn, B. B., they were" sometlmes used to hold aloft
‘='burn1ng boots.-

A;L$st1cks were used to keep off the dogs that followed along

: beslde the mummers and barked

'fton s, Harbour, N D B.,lStlckS helped to support mummers when"}ffm“x

“{“Vthe roads were 1cy Of "SllPPY" (TC3558) Or when there was

i ,_'

In Bonav1sta, B B.,‘and 1n other communltles,

In Conche, w B.,‘and More-».;~,f“'

ﬂ-fﬂdeep snow.,fﬁm,gg;,ﬁ""

g

\3ffa few mummers fought or, as 1n Mount Carmel

.',‘ L

S M B.,

In a few commun1t1es, most mummers were peacéful but I

janneysﬁ”;fb

“Jiijlg‘sometlmes fought.

'is',iand made them cry.

In Dunfleld, T B., few mummers fought
4ftf"except for the few rough young men who always fought"

75ih90) In Nlpper s Harbour, preen Bay, occa51onally teenage

IR

;ffhoys attacked younger mummers and tore off thelr dlsgulses 1.Quf'"

If one group of janneys met another ’

h;; group, ln Mount Carmel S M B., they fought and “took-stuff“tﬁzby‘

r -'s*{t and talked" (967 662) T presume "the S"—“ff" Whlc“

HON

':they took was other mummers[/costumes. The reference does u;,

"nf;not say why mummers in. Mount Carmel fought w1th some groups o

T and talked w1th others.,;iﬂf;ff; :;}~“i?ﬁhj
"“l It 1s 1nterest1ng that mummers 1n only thlrty—51x
-'c0mmun1t1es are known to have actually fought and mummers 1n

,only thlrty—nlne communltles are known to have deflnitely

[

-‘(QG”_ .I:}‘ T

?Ynot fought Out of 343 communltles, these are small .
4."4 A:'I " I-l N
' .1 . .. -
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S took on the role of strangers.:~5“'77‘ o

L e et s - it o o it i e
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[ S stkcks.. In Port aux Basques, Cabot Stralt, all the,Janneys

"r;..;f'fj"‘ - 1n each group knocked w1th thelr st1cks together,~"to make'

;_{ R ‘a n01se"‘(QG7 182)( If,_lnsteadrof SthkS, mummers carrled

1. f ‘brooms, mops, cows' hocks,:"sheep s 1egs covered 1n wool" a

: .l' '{i,t'- (Q67- 1232), pokers, saws, guns, axes, umbrellas, or hockey '“fn fff;“
) - | '?‘stlcks, they knocked loudly on doors w1th these.‘ Occa-_;E’ L :f
f. SLOnally, as 1n Carbonear,_c B., Clarke s Beach, C B., jf;iyfk}a%iwz
; 5 Norman s Cove, . B.,,and Moreton s'Harbour, N D h:, mummers .V;ffﬁf&“
7 ’ tapped on a w1ndow w1th thelr stlcks 1nstead,of knocklng at ﬁ,l

: B the door., In Newfoundland, ordlnarlly,lthroughout the year,.»'f?l

only strangers knocked at doors._ Usually, people who were

: v151t1ng 'a nelghbour 1n the same commun1ty opened the door -

and walked rlght in. By knocklng, as strangers d1d Janneys’,

w1 . . . —.«
fi" After they had knocked, janneys generally asked
e s o adm1551on through the door rn “janney talk" or “mummer talk "
a B . . m '

As descrlbed before,u"Janney talk" could be 1ngressmve

D . . ’ .
- speech, speaklng 1n 1m1tatlon of the opposrte sex, speaklng gl'ikn
:l‘ln an extremely hlgh or an extremely 1ow v01ce, or speaklng T

" 1n some'other way so that the mummer s normal vo1ce was con-"
o \ -

|.. 3

- " .cealed. The most common way of asklng adm1551on was to say
"-some varlatlon of “Any janneys in tonlght9“'(067~257) or "
'L “Any mummers 1n the nlght?“ (Q67 109) ‘ In some communltles,"
) though, mummers sald other thlngs.. In Blackhead, ‘near: St;t :
.i":’V SR John s, 1t was “Let a poor Janney ;n (Q67~75) . In. P01ntﬁi\k'ﬁ =
? Verde, f B. , mummers sometlmes sald ‘"We are sheéwrecked.: )
f? | Can We come in- for a meal?“ (067 460).- Hosts 1n Lamallne,.ffqv
. : ‘,' :
’;T LT e T e ...--r«nrrrr:m_r;.r{?%ffi i afj‘;ijg.';“ o : “Trr._.rr;;_rr;l“rr,r..
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“”, 11ke mUmmers opened the door w1th a"BB gun, a. red hot poker,;;pvfff‘

_ "Come 1n my'bys 1f you be good looklng.f

-“sarcastlc.“

: -‘}-Ch“StmaS and HaPPY N@W Year" (057"354) #&n Grand Falls1— -

1hosts 1nsured that they would be entertalned by asklng,

,M'Z"What can you do’" at the door before they let the mummers

- B R . . B R
g Ces ST [P N Vo
B e TR e eyt s e i : Cawe s ,.._,a..'._.-...__...,_wf_q
-~ N T ) . D
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A PR L Los e T L e ) r ,J—
S et vl ‘ Lt - - — . N R
. . ' ol .. R v ! L .
- - oo A, 105
1. . . " - " .
|23 3 5

The mummers often‘.a““

wore welrd, ugly costumes so this remark was meant to be

S

The mummers replled, “We bes good looklng '(Q67—'

'711)$'"c°me im fools" (Q67- 263),Y"F111 her up“ (QG? 86),:«

‘"Come 1n and make yourselves at home.i .Don*t make strange

RN e

(Q67 8747, "You can come 1n 1f you can do anythlng besmdes

l

keep qulet“ (067 399)~ “Oh yes, come 1n and wear her down.;:;iﬂ,7

”:q Are you any good to dance?" (Q67-721),4"Yes, come in. Merry

“

e

f.jTln (Q67 372) sxqs}'-f't*t7*7'f}fd

Some houseowners, hQWever, dld not ooen the door to L

‘"j“flnvlte mummers in.

PR
«

Oftenh these people had a legltlmate :“N’f

':fiexmme and they would explaln—-someone in | the house was 1ll ’?f'if;fﬁ\—
.fﬁfor the small ohlldren mrght be frlghtened or there mlght
f:ﬁ{have been a recent death

'”mummers 1n because they messed‘the floor or because they

: Other householders drd not ask

. oo e [—

"-f:were too rowdy or 51mp1y because they

LY

dld not 1ike mummers.l-::f

glven and janneys

ﬂijn these cases,.usually nqrexcuse was
ﬁ'could be turned away 1n an*unpleasant fashlon.
'“{Cove,.T B., a host sald,l“No, you darn fools, go hcme"
© 663, |
‘ﬁué“Come back 1n 1980"

'W;aggre551ve.

"];or ‘a wet mop ln thelr hands (QG7 223)

In Long :
(067-- '

In REd BaYr Labrador, ln 1967 mummers were told to.jf"
(067 804) A few houseowners were mdre

In Marystown, P Br, householders who dld not

In Long Pond, C B.,a“u

PO




‘ne,

te ot

dthey often took revenge., In Botwood, mummers‘snowballed a

h“fhouse “1f they were not welcomed properly

.7 '7 If householders had a- legitlmate excuse | fo,ﬁ

Y vl L e (AR

they douSed mummers W1th palls~of water from upstalrs wln-lfﬁ

-

dows (Q67 29) In Graqd Bank F B., they threw palls of

water from upstalrs w1ndows, threatened mummers w1th broom ‘ .
g ’ BRI W
handles‘ or they let out the1r dogs (66 18ms) A St._if::,“'; L

John s man chased a group of mummers away w1th an axe (067-"“-_ -
o . . . B L U

650)

C n o, . R 1, '
. ‘ . : ' Lt . B
. "4- . . B L REEY

° “ . l-

lettlng mummers 1n, 1t was usually accepted. In Trouty,,

T B.,'lf Janneys were not admltted they danced on the .

brldgeB 1nstead of in- the house.. OnﬂDeer Island 8. C., 'f~~Tf],u
. K r,,n, D “' K .

N ".‘ B

Janneys who were "refused entry, had thelr own fun 1n the
(QG7 249) In Stephenv1lle,-s G B.,‘if janneys ]tf‘“ I

streets"
1|."

were refused adm13519n, they sang a song out51de the door to
\ ,l . ."' .
prove that they could entertaln., When mummers were refused

and no excuse was glven or when they were refused roughly, }‘
R . l‘i*if

(067 430).,,, f?fe)“ﬁ*?ﬁf

5 ' b e

ggpreshwaterr B B,, Grates Cove, . B,; ‘and. Mlddlebrook,_n B., ;;5

:the water barrel mlght be tlpped over or- the garbage spllled

fﬁ‘or the porch f111ed w;th snow.

‘3Western Bay, C B., Port Rexton T ‘B

%might get knocked over or the mummers mlght tap on a w1ndow

o ,rr. -2

"‘W1th a: nall

fl<

In Vlctprla, Carbonear, C. B.,

:} and Kllbrlde, S S.,~ i

,_

‘:clothesllnes couldlbe cut or tled 1n?knots or the woodplle f“ﬁh'{‘qg.

:~' K 5 -~ IO A a




- 1nd1v1dua1 mummers.j

v"dellar.

';such a stlngy house.

..'the house w1th a. six fathom chaln.

; :tlpped on thelr heads (967 103).,

hlnges and 1et out the: anlmals (Q67 395). l"if they Were
’brave enough" (TC3658), Janneys 1n Conche, W B., mlght 1et
the sled dogs out of thelr enclosureSr- In Danlel's Harhour,

G, N P., Harbour Breton, F B.,'and Mount Carmel, S M B., 1f

' mummers were not 1et 1nto a house, they tled the door shut

and stuffed the stoveplpe so that the house fllled w1th
smoke and the people 1n51de could not get out.) Terra Nova
L r-. ' '

mummers tled t1n cans, on a strlng, to the hqgse

cans made a’"loud n015e.F- Long Cove, T B mummers "broke

st N T K]

'wdownmthe-fences" (Q67 663) or stole vegetables frgm the root

In,Newfoundland root cellars weﬁe out51de, at some

dlstance from the house.. In Catallna, . B., mummers some—‘

, tlmes marked an "X"’on the door wrth a nall, or.. during the
,?Second World War, a swastlka, to warn other mummers away from

mThe'"x" was "pfenounced hex" (T 16/6/7n

at the house,-and calléd mean names (Q67 613).
P B., 1f they were not treated well, mummers walked around
The chaln made a "blg

‘n01se" (TCZl)

In Port Anne,

»

The tln. o

ngn Harbour Breton, E,B., janneys h1d the gate,,threw rocks V;~”"' '

S .
' PN

0ccas;onally, before they opened the door, house—:'nifﬁfq

owners played trlcks on mummers"groups or took revenge onaf

fa rope near the dod?doﬁgsome houses, a bucket of cold water
In Fortune, F B.,

'.bour Bretdh F B.,’lf a householder had ‘a personal grudge

a’

and Har-

ISR

If mummers in Conche, W B., pulled on J?angji”

hagalnst a partlcular mummer whom he [or she’] thought he r,filii“‘h

. ,<£.

-t






5 - : | R - »109- L
3fgy;»f<“:. held thlS can wh11e Molly was led up'. to‘each house.. i£'£ﬁé"' |
?:EJ e rocks ever banged agalnst Molly s legs, Molly would go on a '

E*i: - t‘lmrampage so mummers w1th Molly were asked 1n.. I doubt that' |

g o "-.'_ Molly was ever 1nv1ted 1n.-(In the summer, 1n the same com-:.

iy ;i : | munlty,‘cans of rocks Were t1ed to the talls or.horses and

% | . ? ;i: orenﬁto scare glrls (7l;ll5ms)) | | . )

g; } ;"'4 . Some householders dld not llke to admlt a 1ot of .4i"i if_;'
i,’ : ';,il"l mummers together so, qulte often,.lf a large group of mum—i" |

g} .;,r'aa_mefs arrlved at a‘house, some ofthe*mummers hid or hOVered ’

% back out of the 11ght whlle the others banged on the door &f%:l:

.and asked adm1551on._ The householders 1nv1tatlon to enter,'””

"a was the SIQnal for the mummers who had hldden to emerge

] frOm thelr hldlng places and follow the others 1nto the 7i,h':';

et o

? house."-}f'f‘ A\A::'t}::‘.> 1}ﬂ — ﬁ
i Occa510nally, mummers walked 1nto houses w1thout

§j_jf7*1iiﬂ. knocklng -or asklng admlsslon or, now and then, they forced{ljhf

thelr way 1nto houses.‘ Cataiﬁna, T B mummers usually

%‘f- knocked but,lf they knew the householders well they m1ght~“"
?'Zifﬁ::, f ﬁﬁ walk rlght ln (T 16/6/77) Cape Broyle, S S mummers fre-.“‘": o 1
f:: oo quently walked stralght 1nto houses and w1shed everyone ai*i s
f

Merry Chrlstmas and a Happy New Year (QG7 876). On change-ifyr.';

;f Islands,N D B., 1f ‘a, householdvmue 1n bed, mummers mlght %Jf-h*ﬁfiig“ ;ff G
% T tramp 1n, llght the llght, \hd 31ng,i"God‘Save the Klng \ i | R : ?
i}r_ o Ji; (TC84) 9; The hosts had to grab the1r clothes as: best theyif' ’

g%} Lﬁiat; f could rpull them on, and hurry downsta;rs. Mummers in Bay}' N - i
f : o Roberts, C B., "barged“ (Q67—779ﬂ°1nto houses, or some—{ﬂ: 5 o i
By tlmes, forced thelr way in. In St..John s, a group of hyuif%fi; ;




o Jermrcan v

‘, female Janneys entered houses by force, then sang, danced,

-‘-and played musical J.nstruments (Q67 830) ‘.

1 "

. a group of boy and g1rl mummers forced theJ.r wa.fy 1nto an old

In Lamallne, P B. i

e lady s house .

. made,.;them clean up the mess (Q67 481)

/entrances,' w:l.thout an 1nv1tatlon, were the exceptlon,

7 After they had scuffed all the fresh pa1nt

"off the kJ.tchen floor, they upset the water bucket.

A man

These occas10na1

N ,.4 N

for

3 -i
mummers. Most mummers knocked and aske ad ss:n.on. .

| '. neys forced their way 1nto a house, they ere con91dered to

s '{_,_thelr houses",

c i":because they entertamed

be :Lll—mannered B
Why dld householders usually :mvn.te mummers J.nto
Most hosts seem to have welcomed mummers

Uﬁtll the mneteen-—flftles, m

a

-

S VlSlt other commun:.tles and teleVllenS and radlos were ke L

-.'_’875)

L ‘to enterta:.n"

o w:.th mu51c1ans were most welcomed"

T f_scarce .

' Corner Brook,

et

People "had to make thelr own entertalnment"

Cavendlsh "T. B

TB.,

In Buchans, Clarke s. Beach, C B.,

and Port Unlon, janneys were "expected

(067 694) In Bonav:l.sta North, "grbups

(Q67 765) Some of the-

o quest:.ons, too, wh:.ch houseowner-s- asked mummers before they

Ve DI P

’ 'f‘lnvz.ted them J.n suggest that the householders wanted to be

G entertamed

:was an old trad:.t:.onal custom.

" gested by an J.nformant 1n Salmon Cove, 'C B._t

¢

for example, ."What can you do”" Probably

.another reason for asklng mummers 1n was because Jnummermg

A th:.rd reason was sug_-

“Who would dare

L &

refuse to adm:.t the mummers to theJ.r homes° Who wcn:fld dare

. )n
PUR

110‘

A

TR,

'ff""the outports., the roads were poor 50 people could not easuly

(Q67— B

.,

If jan— co

w2
.

TR

g

[P VRO






L announcements at the door, were spoken 1h‘ thelr dlsgulsed

. there were some .who could talk SRR 3

"-:‘now and T pan t stay Stlll and I won't 1eave 'tl..v“

L asked mumme.rs
'A'you come from tom.ght?t
. 'A'-_that they had come from somewhere other than their home
4-."‘-commun11:y .' - Usually, the place named was eJ.ther J.maglnaryﬂ or

.jf:so 'far away that they could not poss:.bl have come from

PN .
O N R e —
- -~
.
. . f - ] B . - - . A T .
B . _ - L . - A - LN . LN -
.t o . B e e R AN . o T N _— . AN IR .
' S . ’ N . “ - . . Ce, LI P
. .. N 3 N . - I - . L o
N tLL N reo . . B - ot . '

oA

.o"

~v01ces In fact, from the t1me they arrlved at" a door unt11

4-,- -

they were guessed, Janneys a].ways trled to speak or s:.ng ‘or-.

o

shout in themr 3anneys v01ces--un1ess they rema:.ned mute. R

Those who felt that they could not successfully dlsgulse S “

RS P 4

Next, a few mununers made .1t very clear that they were”
- ~ Y

: :‘.th:Lrsty and hungry, ~or tha{: they wanted to dance. . Masquer—' '

e :]adei-s 1n Bear Cove, .W B., asked dlrectly, r:Lght away, "for ’

_-;;;"drlnks and eats" (Q67 238) An ‘1d male mummer J.n Port de

_‘GraVe, C B., proclalmed at each house, "The dev1l a_s 1n me,

s ‘thlng" (Q66 51) . TE should be stressed here that ordlnar:l.ly, P

. Y

'-.J.n Newfoundland, people w1th good manners never asked for

food',‘, ‘When Janneys asked for food, 1t was part of the1r .'

.o

"Where have you come from?“ ‘or "Where have

1

”(.I 2/6/78) 9 Mummers always replled

. Athere._._ One Janney 1n Change Islands, N D B sald that he or

-',,'she wasl"lezz.e Glmlet from L1ar s Arm., Other mummers 1n

. - ~
1 0 H

'Change Islands cam ‘ from “Tar Bay"l (QSG 82) .' These places

A mummer 1n St.: Anthony, G N P.,“-who_la.ked

. A,
. L i
v .
. L 1 -
. . .
W e
I DA M T et e e e s D

. their v01ces usually stayad 51lent Probably in each gro.up

I get some-—'-‘ R

reversal of normal good manners. .:- ' g '{’, P




r " .% P -7‘ 1-”“".‘."»4_ | ;-«‘-.......—._‘.:. . » L.1:;;;‘ R '.' e ‘ « > o :‘- ,‘ JR - SO N AR PR SRR Y ——— Y (.
v ! i D Cl s Ce il e Lol T N . d . . :
\L R . - o . - . N I ! h A'i" B Y ’ "'_' g
‘.’l}' E o hy : SR ) B ! 4
) E N :__"'to say s:l.lly thlngs to make people 1augh"_ came "from thef .
I . mustard factory" (QG7 115) St. Brendan s,,B.B Janneys N
) c_ame " from lebo"' (067 578) Of the - far away places, "the y

¢

N - ".North Pole" (TC321) was the most popular but 3anneys :|.n

e __‘Conche W. B. . sald that they came from e:.ther the North Pole L :
' N or Roddlckton, the next communlty.. As Conche was snowbound L .
e .' A -~,1n the w1nter Roddlckton was just as 1mproba'ble as the North S ‘ -

. \:Pole. 4 All the mummers :|.n Cow Head G N. B sald that they
' wl2

to the far south on the south

M

St . L - * L.
T Game e’ "from Harbour le Cou
i ,1n Southern Harbour. Pﬁ.Bn

: 4'coast of Newfoundland - Mummer ]

= '..;"'*-".,_ and Lew.rspolrte, N D B S wWeré ."from Labrador" (Q67—11181)

: ‘; "'.“.,-.'."down north" (TC311) v(E‘f—'-l‘:—‘l“"f1‘31¢5‘~'r B B-;_ JanneYS were from
} ,":.;‘.‘."Ookah. Labrador.,. Port Blandford, B AB:,. Janneys 'm ght come :
i; } 'k ':-“from Moncton" ; "Ottawa" (TCl) Mummers 1n St Joseph's,t |
‘ 53.”_'B d E.. sald that they came' “from Boston“ - (Q67 192) Green“'.':\
‘ Island Brook, G . P. mummers sa1d that they came from _,"New
. ) A _'.York" (067 564):” Masqueraders 1n Haystack P B., and

Lushes Blght 7

“D B., were : 'rom Italy and Norway. Musgrave- ".""'-"" .

,,i town, B B ,,mummers '."lledz" and said that they were "from

i

,Argento.na" '(QG'] 759) Some Change Islands, N D B. mummers were

IS N '.‘.\ L ,“

"cross the ocean“ (TC321) -, Canada Harbour,.»

- "~ ./.‘("'.
e . -

S W B.,' and Cartwrlght Labrador mummers came from Hong Kong

""';or the moon (72 38ms, 067‘-274) Sometimes too, Janneys
""".'.":'Asald that they had been shlpwrecked Dunv111e, P B._ janneys . ERE IR

,made "strange nolses“ llke "eeh,,eeh, eeh" (067-825) before n

. they explalned how they had been shlpwrecked v :St Joseph's,.

rx'r

] .Bm mummers'_ sald that _they were

sh:.pwrecked sa:l. lors " ,




Pt

a -,_do th:x.ngs that they ord.'x.narlly would not do, wlthout endan— :

. “.“-}-_not know any better were belng bad, not commun:Lty members.

70rd1narllyr for example chlldren and adults 1n Newfoundla.nd

or banged outs:.de houses were also played or banged :Lnsule =

(TC3660) from somewhere far away. L o

L

By saymg that they came from somewhere other than'
j_thelr home communlty, mummers took on the role ‘of strangers, -

_just as they dxd when they knockedr By assoc1at1ng them- ‘

T .selves w:.th strangers, mummers were able, : at -Chrlstmas, to'

N

. gerlng the normal values of thexr communlty throughout the

rest of the year,_ that 1s, at Chr:wstmas, strangers who did

Tt

.,'

"were not supposed to "lre" as the mummers did who sa:.d 'they--

‘came from Argentlna.l.?f -

l

. usually dJ.d so.

Playlng muSJ.cal 1nstruments and no:Ls: makers, danc-‘ S

- 4i'rig, and s:.nglng were the most common forms of entertalnment

'J:here mlght also be story telllng, ~rec1t1ng, joke telling,

: > e
actlng,‘and game playlng, but from the«responses to the

questn.onnalres these apparently were less frequent. S:,.; f.‘;,: T
—“ The f:deles ' accordlons, mouth ‘organs, spoons' and

all the other :mstruments and no:Lse makers wh:.ch were played

.;.

houses..‘ Generally, at 1east one murruner J.n each mummers'

- KR ‘.r.

group carr:.ed some mus:.cal 1nstrument.{'

"ag! many as tw0 or three or more drfferent ~1nstruments among

Many groups carr:.ed

.
N a
4,
~



all the' mn'inmers. . In KJ.ng s Pomt, Green’ B"ay', a mu.mmer beat i

'.‘and St Anthony, G N P., ]anneys played accordlons and mouth"_'

L el e - e - - I
. a8 ! . S B . o
. . e
~ e e A
. ‘. "- s v
Toes " s R
s et N (RN ‘.
. ey . - 115

" Von a baklng pan drum (QG? 186) . In Plnchard 's Island B, B.,{,fpj

-organs. In Greenspond B B., they played accord:.ons, mouth ‘

: organs, tJ.n whlstles, Jews' harps, bones, and combs covered .‘.. S

o ‘

‘ ~-w1th tJ.ssue paper._ In’Carbonear, C. B. 2 they played anyth:.ngh,'j;'. ‘

f—'."-.fﬁ_rom.,spoons to washboards (Q67 833).

« ‘,‘_,.Th‘e names of only a. few tunes that the mummer mus.1-4“

These are “Jlngle Bells,y

oo N
lent nght, . "The Banks of Newfoundland“ N (QG'? 901). a.nd

...... N

SRR .c?ns played have been reported.

<" ';‘,”,‘1and“ ‘J.s actually the tltle of many songs wh:.ch tell of the?:f.. a

- ":'i'tough 11fe of the men who flshed for cod on: the Grand Banks.'fl -

.
v

':"that many other tunes would have been played as well

"the 1oudness and no:.s:.ness of the mus:Lc séemed to be

‘ ~ﬁ o

:"stressed In V:Lctorla Cove,,Gander Bay, mummers blew on

ombs "to make n01se" (067 128) In Harbour Breton, F B. ’

) ,kGrand Falls, "as the n::.ght wore on, the dJ.n could be heard

7"\_.:.from outs:,de" (QG? 440)

".\"danced. In Ramea, S-.C.., to encourage mummers to dance,,-

Z.‘-'f::—,u-—"ﬁ‘male h,ost "pretended to stick [theml wn.th plns" (Q67 379)

g . ]
In’ LewJ.ns Cove, P B. ~a host sald, ._"Dance or I'll brand you ‘:-'g

.'\

'1?'§w1th the poker“ (74 llms) Mos”

RIR

IR

"The Ir:.sh Washerwoman" (Q67 360) 'f“"l'he Banks of Newfound—f;':

"'l‘he Irlsh Washerwoman" 1—5—- an Irlsh jlg-_... It 1s ve5y llkely

The quallty of the mus:.c varled In many 1nstances,"~'__;":-' y

'T;l-they "ralsed% roof w:.th theJ.r play:Lng" (Qﬁ? 947) . .' In

Sl atme LT

. Usually, when mummer musa.clans played other mummers':"" ’

; hosts were not as brusque







R R A R Colme T aln
. .~ '.:‘ 3’ : ) .
’él':. : ’ v -' >"” 'I M " T ‘ . B ' " ﬁ.
und:.sgulsed v1sitors._ In St. Joseph S, P B. ., a yo ',_'g male ) ,
‘L . Jﬁnney mlght dance w:Lth "a sedate matron. ', He wouldn't ~ S
° normally“ (TC3660) “In Port Rexton, T B., a young male J.n :

= S . s Y st

o dngUlBe might take "a wild swing around the kitchen with G e

hlS mother" (Q67 996)." In. Heart's Dellght, T B., a female

' :Q mummer disguised as a male might dance w1th the lady of the

house or a male murnmer dlsguised as a female mlght dance

l ER - s -

an e v Teecafeow

e Wlth an undisgulsed man (067 257) Often, too, Janneys L

R A danced U B o ':' i .
I . 1nto the prohiblted ":Lnner part" of the house. .
S D ".f_':The 'inner :part" is the: parlour, 1iving room and

TR et Qe bedrooms, and ‘it. is’ [hormally].an:absolute’ breach CoT el
of ‘condhct té. g8’ into. this section .of the house - D T
: B ‘without speoifically being 1nv1ted by the house— U
[ T ,.rholders. (CMN, p..132)

<

When they were danc:mg, mummers could be quite .

- T K “comical. : In Gull Is‘land, c. B., and probably 1n TOSt other : .

‘ " . communlt:l.es, they danced “even 1f they couldn t" :“(Q67—564) | |

‘ L "_:rTheJ.r costumes made them brave., In Flower s Cove,l G. N P., R
they sometimes danced w1th brooms and mops as’ partners. In ~

L ;.Campbellton, 'N.D. B., a- masc’_{uerad.er disguised hlmself 1n a

.

;barrel ‘ Every time he stuck hlS head out of the barrel, )

—,-._"other mummers, while they were dancing knocked him on the ‘
-f.f,_‘gyhead w1th their sticks unt:n.l he got back down (Q‘67 532) .
. Mummers could also be rowdy when they were danc:.ng.

iR “In Pouch Cove, near St.. John s, they danced "on tables and

. _‘stoves (Q67 66). In Herm:n.tage Bay, S C., J.t dld not matter

: 1f things got broken (77 64ms) In Lew:l.sporte, N. D B.,

. '.broken tables were "not appreclated" (Q67 495)

s g e

L




: e
° o Like the:Lr playlng of mus:.cal 1nstruments, mummers‘ ": o

dancing was no:.sy. In Greenspond B B. . ja‘nneys WOre heavy ST
boots especlally "to make nolse when danclng" (Q67 126) .7_
In St..Lawrence, P B. , the bells around mummers' walsts and (

ankles must have Jangled when they danced In Bloomfield, R

T B., Burgeo, S C., Forrester s Po;mt,‘ G N P. y and Red Bay,“' el

played "c:n.rcle games and k:n.ssmg games" (73 lGBms) :Lnstead

Labrador, mummers “danced till the h%ouse shook" ' (Q67 37) PR N

Gaulto:Ls, s, C. mummers "rocked" the house w:.th dancmg, St

"especially if they had had a few drlnks flrst"‘(QG'] 236)

. In Channel Port aux Basques, dancers and mus:tc:.ans had
‘ ; w:.ld, sw:rngmg tlme" (QG? 486) In Foxtrap, C. B.,'_ a- house
K was "m an uproar when the danc:.ng started" (Q67 1003) ’
AP The mus:.c:.ans would have helped o -

o | o In some Protestant communltles, danc:l.ng was not .

- AN allowed, "even w:.th mummerlng" (Q66 110) ' bt these com- e I:
= .';: munltles were exceptlons. Murr;mers 1n Salmon Cove,‘ C B., -

‘ In Coley s Poxnt C B., mummers danced "but .'l.t was a ’cerrlble "T R
s:.n" (Q67 18). /; ‘ '

' I:E mummers d:.d not dance (and even —if they dld),, "

they often sang songs loudly m t‘helr dlsguxsed volces In

Summerford N D B., and Bell Island C B.,‘mummers Sang

Chrlstmas songs such as- “JJ.ngle Bells" and "S:Llent nght- N L
( \ - EER e

In Bay Roberts, C B., Botwood Grole, Hermltage Bay, and

La Sc1e, they sang Newfoundland folk songs (Q67 1195), such’-f."- :

as "The Squ:.d Ju.gglng Ground . -‘ In Musgravetown, B B.,> : ,}; S ': L




L e 4oy e B s ey 0T
i Fliad

R

. ‘at the seal hunt) by Johnny Burke. They mlght also slng

' "The Pictur&’rhat s Turned +0. the Wall" and "The Black

storm) i "'I'he Black Velvet Band"-‘ (an I J.sh song about a man
, f‘who 1s forsaken by a over) "Maggle '

j"t"Lovely Maggle“ about a’ g:.rl or' "T

[, R et

i e ’ ‘._, v -‘.‘ . r .

L Ramea, S C., and Harbour Grace, C B., they sang songs such

as “'I'he teapot 1s on the fJ.re" [s:Lc] (about a flre :Ln a ._

e

crockery warehouSe) and. "Morrls Crotty“ (about an amateur

_'~Sheep" (sent1mental songs about young people who leave thelr’ »'
o families) "When Charlotte L1ved by the Mounta:n.nude (a '

ballad about a vain woman who freezes _to death in a snow

(wh:Lch could be

Loss of the Maggie"
7

2. i

1about a shlpwreck), "The Wreck of the '/98“ (a shlpwreck r k
.‘:Asong) i "Barney Google (a 1920 5 popular vaude‘ille non-- PR
f”sensa song) ; "Yes, We hava no. bananas (a popular nonsense "-‘ '..':.f"..‘:.
*Asong 1n mock‘Ita“l:Lan dlalect); and '"The Keyhole in the Door" S ;

. (a bawdy song about a. young man who watches a young woman

. -119 —_' .‘.._

undress through ‘a keyhole) ...

janneys sang “funny songs" accompam.ed by an

imus:Lcal J.nstrument“ (Q67-—76) . an old accordlon- .

In Heart s Del:.ght T B., L

T

A

S

old d:l.storted;j?"’ o

The names v

“,'of the funny songs are not mentmoned.‘
mers~ played and sang o JlgS made up on the spot" about

- \"grmnpy old so. and so" - (067 833).- ::n K:lerlde, 5.8z, -

.,'"_fr.w.ends (Q67 829) In Harbour Deep, Wh:l.te Bay, mummers

Carbonear, c B., mum—f;.”'ﬁ,"'

'-e‘-v

s
.

) ‘sang, whlle the flddler played ba.wdy songs such as,‘ “I m |

S0

B a decent marned woman/'rake youx hand out of that" (75~10ms)

5 l--.‘) .

made up songs about her husband and hJ.s o * NN R
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"“loaded doﬁh w1th stor1es~.{;

\é‘ Island, P B., they told "ghcst storles to all hOurs“
" dld
;

. Floor" by Hugh Ant01ne Darcy and "The Green Eye\\f the;i

Rgle a gem ?f:',i’a'*r'”

“

accompanlment of hand clapplng and feet tapplng (Q67 514)

Y

'In Newtown, B B., 1nstead of playlng or 51nglng, a. host

hummed dance tuneS‘(QG7 431) In Polnt Verde, P B., ‘a host

”‘.‘_-_“ .1.—. TR

' whlstled (067 460). Of course, 1f a host had a mu31ca1

e

' ihstrument, she or he would{play so that people could dance.px'ﬁ“

In Change Islands, N D B., a host played the accordion.

In qulte a . communltles, mummers told storles,
agaln 1n thelr dlsgulsed v01ces.f
N. D B., mentlcned that the old people,.especlally, were
(067 113)

to share um—}'

mers L the GOU155: 5. S-, told "Chrlstmas storles" (QG7+805)_ el

In Adam s Cove, C B., they told "funny storles"

Unfcrtunately, there are no examples of Chrlstmas storles

e

or funny storles.f In Terrencev1lle, F. B., Janneys spoke L R

about thelr maglnary travels to the North Pole" (Q67—727)

In Bay Roberts, C B., Rlverhead S M. B., and on Merasheen ;:33y~"

— 4

(067-,;"

686) ’ In V1ctor1a~

<

(Q67 191) chlldren, 1n partacular.

C B., they told “storles to scare

.,«,.

: In Topsall, C B., they jf:

"storles of crlmlnal assaults“ (Q67 184) E- “QZBMHH*'

”3 in Catallna, T B., Summerford, N D B.f Tw1lllngate,.‘(-f;ﬂ'

N D B., and Keels, B. B., mummers gave rec1tat10ns, 1n d;s—ilf [TRT

B

gulsed v01ces. They reclted “poetry and nursery rhymes"

(Q67 623) 1n Catallna. In Summerford Tw1111ngate, and‘:f
Keels, they reclted poems llke "The Face on

oo oo

thtle Yellow God“ abput a man 1n Indla who

An 1nformant 1n Summerford,nkf.f;*'

I

the’ Barroom e
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' huddled ln corners, and stuck out thelr tongues

' frcm a statue.d-i"'

h "s111y Jokes"

‘twylmummerlng

’~“mummer talk“'

'"to amuse- people“'

mers acted out weddlng ceremonles.

hllarlous. ﬁ'fy
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g Sometxmes;“jﬁhneys told ]okes.f In Freshwater, P B., i
they told Jokes about what had happened 1n other houses |

where they had visited In Heart s Dellght T B., they told

(Q67 105) In Moreton 's Harbour, N. DuB., they

told Jokes about odd or com;cal people ln the communlty

‘.

(Q67 1099) At Chrlstmas, in Hooplng Harbour, W B., people

told "dlrty jokes“ (76 56ms) though not necessarlly with
In other communltles, mummers told jokes but _q ﬁvh,';a;
the lnformants have not mentloned what klnd of Jokes they l
were.; - ' - I B ~h,, ‘ ,.f‘. : -TH L

As mummers,

‘ amateur actors and\égg%dlans had a chance K e
T ‘! 5 . "

tO Perform.’ In Catallna, T B., a MuRmer mlght stand on hls ‘or RS
her head in the mlddle of the ;«loor "to brlng laughs" N ;

a -
(I 16/6/77) In Campbell’s Creek Port au Port Penlnsula,_» .

(067 162), Janneys crawled under tables,~_ '

Corner
(Q67— o

Brook mummers acted out sklts “w1th or- W1thout words

824) concernlng local happenlngs._ In many communitles, mum-

Engllshman dressed and acted as’ a cat.; "He must have been tnumed ,

for 1t">(TC22) In V1ctor1a Cove, Gander Bay, some mummers

performed a‘seene from Romeo and Jullet (Q67 128) 'n”‘

and 1n mummers"costumes, 1t must have been E

In a few communltles, Janneys played games. Inhf_"'

Belleoram, F. B., they played “CIOckwork Clara"‘and "Here ,J” ‘ﬁ?;:';;;

-
- -t NS
¢ .
. -
- f s
\ el .
. .
oo © et b s m e e ah LR v e e e .
iy Ny
: B {
- :
e

16 A

In: Wlnterton, T B., ani . T

———

.- ‘



“uptar

e o+ AT 2

C TR g
A

o s e SR

YT
- .

B et

e e e 2

Dt SO P P e LI, S P T I UV, UL DU N L N

'fnormally. In Newman s Cove, B B.,'a male mummer mlght klss”

4

o
o '

I P R s . L . ] . .-
'.‘t'
U,

,Comes Charlle“ (QG7~931) i The ways that these games were S

'ffplayed 1s not mentloned.

S Often, when they entertalned or when they were

*imummerlng, generally, mummers were less 1nh1b1ted than

-

;a male host 5 w1fe "1f her husband were home (Q67 1308)..3

Wt &
'}‘Male mummers in St Joseph's, P B., kissed hugged and

R

'&squeezed glrls whom they normally would not._ Mummerlng was
cf,“an opportunrty to relax lnhlbltlons" (T03660) In “Cohgh-
:‘ﬂlln Cove." female janneys mlght make‘"unexpected grabs at fl

vy

“ﬂthe gr01ns" (CMN, p 213) of the men of the house. When:fjfd,“

LA

'fthey were not mummerlng, they would never do such a thing.ff*h"“

":ﬂMummers costumes, whlch hld thelr ldentltles, helped them

' to lose thelr 1nh1b1tlons. In Freshwater, C.B., Janneys-f

-i“could say almost anythlng because they were dressed up“

':ﬂ(Q67 100).: In: Cartwrlght Labrador, "under their masks,
‘imummers sa1d stuff they ordlnarlly wouldn t“ (Q67 1246L._<~ e

'TElllston, T B., often the shyest person:"talked a blue ll:..'eﬁ

;streak as a mummer“ (067 1305) A shy woman in- "Cat Hartxmr,

',, when dlsgulsed 1n a. qullt was able to klck “up her heels 1n ;," '

'”a most uninhlblted manner“ (CMN, p. 133) On Gull Island C.B.{ff ”L

£}

t‘jgulsed -s0: they "couldn t care 1ess" (Q67 564) Undoubtedly, ”?l ¥

"y

L Lllquor helped male mummers, at least, to 1ose thelr 1nhib1- jfih‘;f%f*

'Jg-tlons. In Tw1111ngate, N D B., "Wlth brew, mummers 1ost

thelr 1nh1bxt10ns and had a good tlme" (73-159ms)

,,:/l."‘<' ’1\“".’.
'fxmummers danced "even lf they couldn't." They were dls— ""'fh”'jf |




"p v1olatlons" and "s;nful 1ndulgence " ;ﬁ;_,;j}

LQ(C) Trlcks

“”?Usually, these tricks seem to have been played at random,

ﬂﬁ_squlrted hosts w1th water. In Port Anne,ohe Janney carrled

._ia hollow cane w1th a pump at one end especlally to: squlrt—a
'Cmers 1n Wlnterton milked the goat in a few places and ,.fﬂ"L

‘i'aged to: 51t on rlslng bread (Q67—890) In Catallna, T B., L

5,fmasqueraders stole valuables from mantel pleces and

N

B In summary, when Janneys entertalned they were""

igalmost always n01sy and usually they d1d thlngs which theyvaﬁ;'
‘innormally would not do; »Ordlnarlly, people 1n the outportS.,i—
:.dld not tell bawdy Jokes or 51ng hgwdy songs 1n mlxed com-'~3:
:?t;pany and,‘ordlnarllY' throughout the year, they dld not
'jpadance, espe01ally 1n the "prohlblted" part of the house.-;‘

"Danclng, sexual 11bert1es, and drlnklng, except at sanc—f'Lf“-;.Ij::'

17

B BN

Mummers often played trlcks on. the1r hosts. ;ﬁ{d}.fw

‘.,

K that 15, they were not trlcks against partlcular hosts.-yinfw
A”.Trlnlty, T B., mummers h1d hosts' hats and coats. In St.
‘:Pauls, G N P., they sometlmes knocked oven a water bucket

f:and walked 1n the water. The hosts chased them w1th a

-

:'ibroom., In Wesleyv1lle B B.,’and Port Anne,P B., Janneys ;f“f“*

N

‘3“fwater (TC21) . In Bonav1sta, B B.,4and 1n Wlnterton, T B.,A

H'ﬁivsome "boy"lmummers 1ed around ‘al llve bllly goat The mum— ',

‘ "dropped "buttons" (TCZE) on the floor., In Greenepond, B B.f

*lﬁmummers took around a 11vé rooster.r he rooster was encour-‘}]”'f

',ﬁtloned occa51ons, such as Chrlstmas, were regarded as . LT

cl

!
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' 1s crushed, a woman s Chrlstmas dlnner 1n the pot.- The
woman was furlous.“'she was a descendant of a Frenchman and

-

T .

n} mummers played a trlck on. "Rat"- fiﬂjf }*-“Rat"

had a small face shaped llke a rat s but no one ever told

G

‘Fif;and5asked l“How many sheep’ How many*rats“" "Rat“"“b

“‘“".?S:‘ "enraged"' (067 1035) In Concher W B-' ‘munmei's p°ked

inerbally. One man who was perhaps sen51t1ve about hls

e"
......
.:

of mummers when he heard them thuddlng up the stalrs to

,.J-‘.' ca —

3IF_';¢;53f. :;vousnwn'imto hls barn., The man s grandfather had drowned

Roberts, C B‘, a host offered beet Julce to a mummer, .

?7}'g{c.l‘>.V.fﬁ”‘lnstead of syrup. After one s:p, the mummer threw the ﬂlﬁy

fo'”V'i\gg:“.Ji were glven coal 1nstead of cake.y The coal dlrtled the .?**-

people 1n the:genltals w1th thelr stlcks and rldlculed them

m;j"a wonderful woman to curse“-(TC3ll) In another communaty, L.'

"_hi#gso dlrectly. The mummers took a census at "Rat 's" house l:h_f

téase hlm-' Janneys 1n Holyrood, c B.. 1ured ,a s:Lckly, ner—'-'.-’

IR

‘-In some commuhrtles;\nummers were not-theuonly.ones.“ﬂr‘
‘ who played trleks.' Hosts played trlcks, also, on mummers.;jn
”ffi | In~Sunny51de, T B.; & host rolledﬂa natCh 1n51de a clgar~’ ?
f ":Arette and gave lt to a janney.q When the c1garette nas 11t,
'? the end away from the janney flared up (Q67 1130).' In Bay

13;'“:@ Julce in the host s‘face.. In B1shop s COVe, c B., Janneys g’"AfZ”

Ty

- oo
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3‘Labrador, Campbell's Creek 8! G. B., and Blaketown, near Q:g:”i“'ffh v

lf'ﬁ (Q67 403ha In Spanlard's Bay, C B., one mummer cracked a,fé}f

Vcaused by using them as."threatenlng flgures" 9 before they

...“fﬁ::ncame, to keep the shlldren ln llne.. In Cow Head G N P., f'ﬂ -

_ﬁtake ya“ (TCZGS% or
"1¥youﬂ-(Tc247yy'

ﬂi"Be‘good or the janneys w1li_eat you" (067 317) ; Where .

3
— .
.' .
R -~

:3neys spoke and acted the way they were portrayed.‘?i”i

_ifaway" (Q67 541)

e “fTrlnltY Bay, adult mummers "trled to frlghten" young chll-.i“' A?
'~f'% . f“dren by "shoutlng and wav1ng thelr SthkS" (Q67 274) and ‘ {;l;}:v:t?i:.
':. {4cha51ng them "1nto the bedrooms and everywhere" (Q67 889) 'j;:f“n_fi;(
:*} A}fAiln Blaketown, the parents "loved" (067 889) to have ‘the fvl:; . nlg
?{? ‘ ;fmummers chase thelr chlldren.\ In Shearstown, C B., the i : .
S;' | “Tchlldren h1d 1n the cupboards and behlnd stoves but the ;'u-,.; X

: ”y.Janneys always found them "w1th the help oﬁ their parents“i”

|

5%;“horsewh1p on the floor bes;de a chlld (Q67 189) * As a »'?;Q;?r:p>b“"'

Sometlmes, parents 1ncreased the fear whlch mummers '”"
. o

“If you don t keep qulet the }anneys mlght

“Be good_or the janneys are comlng for '

‘v—.'-_ '., oot

In Upper*Tsland”Cove, C B., parents warned,“=lx\fﬂf1}§'

S
LRI

':mummers were used as threatenlng flgures, chlldren would -'}ﬁ]“ 'ﬁnzl

’n-,

:,7have been frlghtened of'them even befdre theymknocked at the :;L.f{ff B

’;door.,z""

{ . N *__._
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;Fogo Island N. D B Janneys announced “We are the ]anneys

'mof the nlght. You better watch out, you better not cry,. .:it-~:ivf»ftfﬂﬂ

" . - I m,telllng you why, the ]anneys w1ll get you‘tonlght"}kf
o (067~ 982) ¢ ,,u -
,i;jf{f '”'uéﬁf/fﬁ-" By u51ng janneys as threatenlng or d1sc1p11nary ) :
_i ) "?flgures 1nstead of themselves, parents 1n Newfoundland were(
-able to dlsplace some of the resentment whlch chlldren feel K
J:towards dlsc1pllnar1ans onto mummers. Perhahs, also,;;fll:“ i
k ' ;thpugh, when adult mummers chased chlldren, they were'”f:fflfsfd' ' ﬁ
‘i;gfri'ftl,f;“;afreafflrmlng the authorlty of adults.; Chlldren Ain Newfound-ljfg 7Lcjji;jﬁf?‘
8 :. L' %“Qf.hland were expected to do as adults dlrected o (TR e
| réz';“;- - : To make matters more complex, normally, Iunnan‘ ' R
St% “. :n'around 1n the house and tormentlng otherlpeople'wanabad..q,ij”ijJ:“l
i?: 7 :i(E) Flghtlng ‘and Poklng L;?;fjffff27‘]:§fiff: L
'i. i / Although mummerslwere often rowdy and nOLSy, when
éj d};aﬁﬂ,t{-flthew were 1n51de houses they rarely fought Perhaps this
% : - 'tﬁwas because, as one informant explalned,i"It was dlfflcult
<ﬂj§%j» Lito SWear and talk aﬁnney talk at the same tJ.me"'(TC3658).v‘.;-:_:'?-::'l"{"‘..":’-\;}:,ﬂ"'"t
,.L%‘.“ s r In Torbay, near St John s,.i Janneys‘poked too o K
& 0 fhard w1th _Lhelr stlcks, a flght coul' -begln (067—263) '

5Fogo, Fogo Island N D B., Elghts sometlmes started when R

' hosts trled to "strlp" mummers (Q67'1110).,;:

,\-,- .- 4

ﬁ:fewf i‘abbles if someone wenadrunk.t?S-Idms)

,',




hA"Chrlstmas joy,' there could be a fight or thlngs could get ; ?gtfllj{i
";;:broken (067 113) In Flower s Cove, G N P., there were ‘ ) B
B occa51ona1 quarrels" when men éot drunk and someone'nréht ]
;n{get hlt over the head W1th a mop (067 683) In Port Annefi;;'?%thjféx

'“WfP B., where mummers drank St Plerre black gln at twenty-'

.;w‘“flve cents a bottle,_“two a. m. rows" were common._-“The-i<7gﬁ.u )
:ffbeSt man won.. [Itl happened agaln and‘agaln" (TCZl)
- e More eften, ‘when" they were 1n51de houses, mummerg. .
,i‘poked other mummers or hosts w1th thelr stlcks. In Creston:ﬂ. : .
’\ T

DR % - they'"hlt in, fun" ’i (QG'I 813) fellow mummers. / In Port Lo

E*Unlon, T B., they banged thelr SthkS on ' the floor or used

””gthem to poke hosts (067b812) In Conche W B.‘:janneys ?hﬁ;f"g"““

hgfpoked people 1n the genltals W1th thelr Stlcks._ One man

~“;‘f3umped out a second story w1ndow when he heard a group of hf-ﬁ§'f1

ff:mummers cllmblng the stalrs to tease hlm (TC3658)

";1 Generally, mummers seem to have actually fought very

¢

h"’}seldom. whether 1n51de houses or outs;de houses.‘ Poklng and
V,'“tormentlng" others was more common and, 1n Newfoundlandh»',ﬁ.

'*'“"annoylng or tormentlng adults -or other chlldren“ was };-‘”‘ ;w‘:y

‘"7> n°rmally unacceptable.z; : :;H¢:if{ff

(F) Gue551ng and PerhaES Unmasklng ‘hnf{

B - . a ’:_' "\‘ '
The gue551ng ofgmummers _ldentltles, at each house,_

by the hosts, was a major part of each house—v151t t-jh'"

seems to have been at 1east as 1mportant as entertalnment

by the mummers.. It was expected ’:f{fﬁ*u“fleilj'gij{siff:f_~”f

.
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. hosts mlght strlp

3 q In Carmanv1lle, N D B., Fogo;

'-13,,:

- selves 1n clothes of the opp051te sex, and where other mum—”

Tn'apple, or a ball 1nto mummers laps to“'l

- - = ‘ N T S JUVSPES
e i —— g e =+ . RN e .

The gue551ng of mummers 1dent1t1es was done almost

. —r' ..

sﬁstematlcally., Often, hosts trled flrst of all, to guess

mummers‘ genders.. An 1nformant from Conche, w. B., eXplalned,

“Onc; yau broke down the gender,you were on your way to éV“’f7ﬁ ffh:

K

gue851ng who 1t was '(TC3658) Next, hosts frequently trled

"22 thelr guests. Thls pattern dld not

always hold—-in some communltles, hosts stripped mummers S

.;,

rlght away—-but 1t seems to have been generallyﬂtrue"‘.

B B., Garnlsh F B., Gander, Lethbrldge, B B., and St.,
- S T v Cot
Albans, B d E., lnformants report that mummers always wore

‘

.\ —

1n these communltles, was easy.j*In Lethbrldge, costume

reversal was "taken for granted“ (067 1201) _yﬁig;dt}

“f“;ﬁ'j;" In communltles where some mummers dlsgulsed them-;‘-“

‘-ﬂmers wore the clothes of thelr own sex or somethlng else,:u

v " . _.,
'-a sheet or a qullt perhaps, hosts mlght throw an orange,‘an

out whlch sex

,they were.2§ Women, who were accus omed to wearlng sklrts,

..

:iwere expected to spread thelr legs to catch-the orange or f"

.m-

'3;"whatever was thrown, men, who normally wore pants were '

a

‘.ﬂexpected to snap their legs together OF. to catch the object i
fh.ln one hand!(TCBZO) ,,ugz"7¢ lﬂafﬁlif*ff?f”} ,':Ef"'“”;‘n:'

YR C e - L. -

L——

to guess mummers' 1nd1v1dual 1dent1t1es.~ If all else falled'»;sj.'lu

.Fogo Island, N D B., Gambo,:3ri
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‘; Salmon Cove,i“trled to pass for men" (73—168msh.

'

ﬂ,exchanged shoes so thlS method was not rellable (Q67 382)

vn. \,

fIn Biscay Bayq T B., and Salmon Cove, C Bﬁ, male janneys

v
-

v,

-~ment5'“so you could see" (067 104) the ordlnary men s

A T

clothes undernegth.> (Female mummers 1n Blscay Bay and Sal— C

¢ .-‘ %

could often tell female and male mummers byﬂthelr footwear. :-5

“:In Paradlse, c: B., howeVer, male and female mummers often N

wore thelr costumes over thelr ordlnary men s outdoor gar—" N

mon Cove dressed malnly 1n men s clothes and frequently, 1n'-_?ﬂ

‘VA male

Sometlmes .

belng klcked (I 16/6/77), both male and female hosts

“grabbed"i(QG'? 387) "p:.nched" (Q67 209),‘" "felt“' (1 16/6/79),

‘"squeezed“ (Q67 278) mummers' legs, knees,‘and thlghs to

see 1f they belonged to men or women or they mlght feel

v [l

mummers' stomachs or breasts. Corner Brook hosts occa—‘“”

51onally made mlstakes" (72 56ms) when they announced the
sex of the owners of 1egs.» On Pardy s Island, P B., hosts

felt mummers‘ stomachs (TC150) In COnche, W B., Witless

i " “:

. Bay, S S.f'“Cat Harbour, and on Change Islands. N D: B.,u

s

hosts_mlght feel mummers' breasts "to see 1f they/yere reaI

N

dec1de whose they were.. A male "host" iﬁt"Cat Harbour,?..nv:;ff"""‘

N

feellng a female mummer s breasts,’"lmmedlately announced

1f they could get close enough w1th0ut a,.

I8 AP

”-or not" (TC321) If they were real, then hosts had t":%?’{,ifﬂﬁg; ‘

- v




- shlne, or homebrew when 1t was offered to them

- women dld not "drlnk.,

.‘-"men drank women dldn t“

A:"whlle the méﬁ’drank the women ate cake“ (73 159ms)

ﬁ*“taken for a w0man“ (QG? 125)

lf mummerlng,‘"asked for grog"

nfou'_‘

,"trylng to drlnk llke men"

who he thought lt Was whlch brought roars of laughter from

both the mummers and the undlsgulsed" people present

PR A

:"Wheh

the mummer flndlly unmasked, the [host] had been wrong“

(CMN, p 132) These open explpratlons of other people s

bodles d1d not happen ordlnarlly.' In Wltless Bay, §: S.,

o

hosts tookr"llbert;es 1n examln;ng 1egs and-breasts whloh

were not normally sanct;oned" (75 3ms)

e

SInd “Cat HarbOur,

\‘_, —

4ee”1f they drank lxquor,f

iy

were men or women was toﬂ

Usually,

In Harbour Grace,~c B

e
\

for women was_“forbldden" %067 1163) ‘ In Port Rexton, T B.,

(st 996) . _"

Greenspond B B., 1f a mummer refused.a drlnk he or she Was

?Occa51onally, though, some

Vel

women dld drlnk so thls method of detectlng a mummer s gender

"

was not 1nfa111b1e.’ Only male mummers~1n Ireland's Eye,.p:m"

\ .

T B., were expected to'artnk but some women, whlle they were

'LL On Change Islandsl}

. 1
v

N D. B.f "some women gulped down moonshlne justato offset ~*{fﬁ

‘ .

(TC165) In c°w Head, G N P., some women got drunk

o

(TC265) In Upper Gullles,;’.B.,

"many women could drlnk men’under the table“ (067 281)T*

-

e 154“

hard llquor :}f;ﬁ¢ﬂ&

Lo

v

o

In Twllllngate, N D B.,'
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a few communltles, female mummers accepted a. dr1nk of llquor'i

but the way that they drank revealed that they were women.fl.?:

In Conche, W. B., a woman attached a bottle to the 1ns1de of

‘her vell When no one was looklng, she hoped, she poured

.

the llquor 1nto the bottle instead of drrnklng 1t (TC3658)

o

In Topsall, c B., men sprawled and gulped thelr 1lquor',,f:;

women, "in Topsall, sat w1th tHelr 1e§8°togethqr and s;pped

‘- . Y v . . i « oo

(Q67-1151) ._‘

In some communltles male mummers were bolder or

v
LI

rougher" (Q67 264) than female mummers so hosts were able

s

-fr
to tell mummers genders. On Change Islands, N D B., female

mummers were slower to dance" (Q67 910) 'In Bay Bulls,

A "t

S S., "men danced more than women.". Female mummers in Bay

\

f Bulls "sang and walted ardund"'(Qﬁ7 258) Boy mummers 1n

L

Buchans were "louder and rougher“ (967 410) than glrl mum- :

S

mers.' In yalleyfleld, B B., male mummers were norsler

¢

(Q67 458) than female mummers.~ In Lewxsporte, N.D B.; male

mummers were "bolder of course" (Q67-495) 'f,f;,'i“A [g%m;wiﬂ'u

R
-

In~other communltles, although most male mummers.'

Were rowdler than most female mummers, a few female mummers‘ '

L rlvalled or even surpassed the men in rowdlness Just‘as, 1n"‘”,'

a
vo PR

some communltles, some women drank liquor.. In Marystown,_:;
P B., female mummers were sometlmes "roughnecks (067 223)
On Pass Island Hermltage Bay, female nmmmers were nsually f

quleter “but 1ast year three women were n0151er than any

R ; T
s1x men" (Q67 644) In Cow Head, G N P.,_a group of female




et .

+

j'n

2:j mummers arrlved at a man s house whlle the man s w1fe was

out. The women danced and Jumped arOund and threw water on -

the floor. ~“They must have been drlnklng.: Dolng all thls

to ma‘ke me thJ.nk they wudden women see, men er someth:.ng" (TC265)

In Seal Cove, F. B.,‘one "occa31ona11y saw a 1arge group of

o women dressed up together. The men were more afrald of

these women than of a bunch of men because they ganged up on

‘ffthe men and gave them a. rough tlme" (76 372ms) In Herml—':

o

"r”tage Hermltage Bay, é group of women, dressed as men, poked ;

~

J"at everyone, especrally men‘“because men won t retallate. -

:Flve or 81x mlght turn on one man., They were—the most

.'frlghtenlng group" (77 64ms) j:ﬁ;;ﬁﬁ ."“’-'}‘ .

¢

In -a few communltles, female mummers generally were _-”

":,_rowdler than male mummers.» In Upper Gullles, C B., male

.mummers were quleter than women" (Q67 497) In Calvert, ‘;,f
o S. S., female mummers "danced more than men" (Q67 263) In jtvf

ffPort Ellzabeth, P B., female mummers "tended to. talk and

JumP around.more than men" (Q67 1018) Female mummers 1n n‘

:H. ;Thornlea, T B.,were‘hsually rowdler" (Q67 287) than theg

:males. ; '_ flwd-fAil'ﬂ"’,ffp
Sometlmes, hosts trled to dlscover elther mummers

‘ genders or- thelr 1nd1v1dual 1dent1t1es, whlchever happened

“to turn up flrst.,,pﬁ1

- I Dunvrlle, P qu to 1nsp1re laughter ot "speech"

ﬁ‘:(Q67 389), hosts poked or tlckled or plnched mummers any-nfx

where at all._ A Janney s real 1augh would g1ve away hls or -

-;‘-her gender and perhaps also h1s or her 1nd1V1dua1 1dent1ty.
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: normal v01ces, hosts plnched them "to make them scream
:E:llkely, thelr 1dent1t1es, was to try to catch a gllmpse of -

. were often scarred ‘ The scars made mummers' hands espe—l

'V"g;the hands of men or women., In Salmon Cove, C B v one old _
"‘.man “could tell anyene bysfeellng hls or. her thumb" (067— : :
::.s '

~ to- determlne rlght away mummers' 1nd1v1dual 1dent1t1es. e

— [, e an s S-S P - PO K FAD b o ‘. oot
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A mummer s real v01ce,~1f he or she could be induced to use

. 1t, would certalnly reVeal hlS or her 1dent1ty.u In Long

‘Cove, T B., to. make sure that mummers would reveal thelr ?i"

(QG7~663)

" 4

Another way to dlscover mummers genders and also, ;”"

;ﬂthelé’handsLA Hands are unlque but 1n the Newfoundland out--ﬁfv*"

{

: ports, because of the hard physical work, people s hands

- .-

,Ji:c1ally 1dent1f1ab1e, 1f they could be 1nduced to remove
dﬂtthelr gloves. In Calvert, S S., and Fermeuse, S S., hosts
'“7.‘tr1ed to pull off Janneys m1ttens or. gloves to see 1f’they
":;;were men or women.; In Torbay, near St John s, hosts trled
- ﬁzto pull off mlttens and gloves to see "who the mummers were"
N:i(Q67 263) In Bay de Verde, C B.,‘Heart s Content, T B.,. |
I:and Wesleyv111e, B. B., hosts "asked" (067 1303) to see mum- B

- mers' hands. The mummers d1d not always show them.u-

e

‘In other communltles, hosts felt mummers' hands,.f‘?'-|»

'-;f'through thelr mlttens or gloves.. When hosts shook hands .
' f ."wz,th mmmners at the door, ,1n Blscay Bay, ‘I'repassey Bay, they trled to

'{1dent1fy thelr hands or, at 1east, to determlne 1f they were -”'

Other gue551ng technlques were used primarily to try ﬂ




B E_mers' faces, if they could In Campbell s Creek, s. G B.. -

In Cartwr:.ght, Labrador, . Red 'Cove, F B. e and V1ctor:1.a, C B. , ;f- ; &
1 hosts exam:.ned mummers' eyes to“? see 1f they could recognlze |
A them. o If the mummer were bundled up 1n a qullt or sﬁt, . v‘

‘j,'-l".-hlS or her eyes mJ.ght be the only human f)art wh:.ch was v151ble.
~ ._‘-'j:.noses, at least, would be indubitable. “In’ T>t. Lawrence, RS
}.to drlnk (067-439) When hosts saw’ mumniers’ mouths and.

chlns, they could usually tell who the mummers were._.\ Hostsj P

T 1n Cuplds, C B., trled to see through mummers' masks.-_‘,"'If '

quently exchanged clothes or wore garment‘s th.ch had not f [

' "been seen for a whlle, 1n Freshwater, B. B. ,*,"everyone knew

what everyone else owned" (Q67-557) and. 1n ‘I‘wn.lllngate. S -3 .

. 1

Pr SNSRI N

Hosts m:.ght look at mummers halr or at parts of mum—

| 'hosts trJ.ed to see the colour of mummers‘ halr (QG’I 187)

y ’

: '_,In Channel Port aux Basques, janneys ears and noses were " L W

3

‘exposed so hosts trJ.ed the:.r best to recognize them. Some

\\

:"‘:’.".‘.LP B.,’ mummers had to 11ft part of thelr masks .1f they wanted

-

~the masks were made of a plece of lace curtam, th:.s m:.ght '

\.

',-'f.be poss:Lble.“ A man s 1dent1ty in, cQw Head G N P., was

. revealed when his curtaln ve:Ll caught the l:.ght (I 9/7'7)

-‘

In Bay Bulls, S c., and Carmamulle, N D B., hosts trled to

'_"peek under mummers masks., In Camanv1lle, a- man peeked .:
.'_under a. mask and saw hlS grandmother.r He "laughed,t:.l‘l\': he S

-J_nearly passed out" (067 217) e ,l o ST T UL

- In almost all communltn.es, hosts exam:.ned carefully R

'|'
LY

’ 'the costumes wh:.ch mummers wore.., E“n_“fhough mummers fre—

N D B., "1t was ‘hard- to wear someth:.ng unrecogn:.zable" ~'..§"l '

et : e .. e e . : R
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. ':f;, or a fr:.end of the ownet_._

to conceal Those who danced often dJ.sclosed an 1nd1vz_dual
. = B

(73 159ms) In l‘Deep Harbour,‘f, a mummer was 1dent1f1ed

because he wore hls wa.fe s. belt. .' "Where d:.dya get that belt?

Isn't that Mary Rose s belt?" (CMN, p. 95) i3 In St Joseph's,

- P B., female hosts, at least, often recogn:.zed the stltchmg

Tom Ja“neys qmltsv 1f Janneys more qullts (TCBGSO)" poe S

J

made the qullt herself, she (or he) was probably a relat:.ve

When mummers perfo .ed, they frequently revealed

theJ.r 1dent1t1es. ‘ Janneys who played musrcal 1nstruments A

had the1r own partlcular styles of playlng wh-:.ch were hard

.A.,"'

gait or dance step.‘ Those who sang or told stor:.es or Jokes

or rec:.ted, in’ dlsgulsed vo:.ces, often were only partlally

able to conceal the:Lr normal vo:.ces. . In Corner Brook, "only

I

a few mummers could dlsgulse therr vo:.ces" (067 97) well

MoSt mummers :.nadvertently revealed the:Lr normal voices when

they spoke or sang——or, mummers sometlmes forgot to speak

Rt

1,n the:Lr dlsgulsed v01ces and, so, gave themselves away. ..
Throughout the house-vi.s:.t, unc.l a11 the mummers

Were 1dent1f1ed, hosts peppered mummers wrth da.rect ques-jf‘ -

| tlons about the dangers of the:.r journeys, s1nce most mum—

“._'H

mers sa1d that they had come from somewhere else, and about

the mummers' fam111es and the costumes that they wore,

"How many rabblts dJ.d your father get today?":(cm, p.‘ 2133

"Isn t that Ed Seward's coat you got on: there?" (CMN, p. 212)

Hosts hoped that a: lot of questJ.ons would d:.sconcert theJ.r\ RO

s .- ‘;' . : A.Z“'-_,'F'

"‘.'.I-;;"'-.-. Although a mummer who was d:.sguised J:n a qu:.lt m:Lght not have :3.-

. i <,
T




e
doa . .
PRI : Lo

guest&nough s0. that they would answer 1n thelr own vo:.c:es,. o

3

. or her assumed v01ce. ' Often, mummers evaded these dlrect

- ! Q- S
quest:.ons and answered w:.th "lles" (Q67—585) In Roddlck— -

ton, W B., 1t was: "common for janneys to tel-l lles when

they were masked LR In fact, :Lt was "expected"'(72 247 #4)

Normally, tellmg lles was wrong..zl_4

T

Occasn.onally, lf hosts were hav1ng a hard tlme

ldentlfylng a group of mummers,' one of the mummers mlght ’

glve' the' host a d:Lrect clue._ In Wesleyv11le, B. B. ,‘ a- janney

m:.ght gJ.ve hlS 1n1_,_t1als or "the part-of the harbour he was

from" (69 2ms) In Port Blandford B B., and Summerv:.lle, L

B B., a mummer m:Lght show her or h1s hands to a host., AR

X . . e
At . N | - . .

Qulte often, 1f hosts could guess one mummer cor—""'.l"v'

=

v :._ B o rectly, they could guess the rest. Frlends or people who

L e -.','»:,—" normally spent tlme together frequently Janneyed together. :
- to guess the- lot of 'em" (CMN, B.. 110) Th:.s was not
T always the case though "'Frlends never Imummered) together“_- B

(QG? 12) :Ln Heart s Content, T B In Conche, W B. W a mar- B
‘ rJ.ed woman mJ.ght mummer w1th the unmarrled man next door. o

She would never ordlnarlly V151t the nelghbours w:.th hlm.

; " T L FEREE ..‘ Loe . ¢

.;:-.;- at nlght, w:.th three or feur men. e

K

by mlstake, or, as when nfummers entertalned hosts hoped to SE

be able’ to detect a mummer 'S ordlnary v01ce underneath hJ.S _ |

' In Plate Cove, B B., ‘a glrl m:.ght mummer, at nlght, with 'v AR

[T SET three or four men. She would never, normally, walk alone,-.‘ oL

" In "Ro;s " "1f you guesses one rJ.ght boy, 1t's no trouble R \
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:.'J.dentltles, or, even 1f they were not, they sometlmes

_:-resorted to more drastlc methods of 1dent1f1cat10n.

.. A A P . - L . T . AL
PR .- " L R Vi B e T L A S w—

. ‘\"'-

If hosts were havmg a hard tlme guessmg mummers'

In Butter Cove, T B. . Cavendlsh T B. r St. Lawrence,

& 'P B. ,' and on Bell Island C B 1. hosts m::.ght offer more

‘llquor, rum, or beer 1f mummers would unmask.~ In Salmon

‘ :';._00ve c B. i and Creston, P B., 